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PROCEEDINGS  MD  DEBATES 


OP 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OP  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OP 
WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  3,  1805. 


Monday,  December  2, 1805. 
The  first  session  of  the  Ninth  Congress,  con- 
formably to  the  ConstitntioQ  of  the  United  States, 
commenced  this  day,  at  the  City  of  Washingtoo', 
and  the  Senate  assembled. 

PtLESBNT: 

WiLUAH  Pldmba  and  Nicholas  GNlm an,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

JoBN  QrUiNCT  Adams  and  Timothy  Piceer- 
ino,  from  Massachasetts. 

James  Hillhouse,  and  Ubiah  Tbacy,  from 
Conaecticut. 

Jambs  Fbnner,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Stbphbn  R.  Bbadley  and  Isbael  Smith,  fVom 
Yermont. 

Samuel  L,  Mitchtll,  from  New  York. 

John  Condit  and  Aaron  Kitchel,  from  New 
Jersey. 

George  Looan  and  Samuel  Maolay,  from 
PeDasyWania. 

Samuel  White,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith,  fhtm  Maty^aad. 

David  Stone,  from  North  Carolitta* 

Thomas  Sumter  and  John  Gaillard,  from 
South  Carolina. 

Abraham  Baldwin,  from  Georgia. 

Datio  Smith,  from  TenDessee. 

Thomas  Worthinoton,  from  Ohio. 

The  VicB  President  beiog  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  eiectioa  of  a  President  pro  tern,, 
as  the  Constitution  provides,  and  the  honorable 
Samubl  Smith  was  appointed. 

The  credentials  of  the  following  Senators  were 
lead,  viz : 

Of  Abraham  Baldwin,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
last ;  of  James  A.  Bayard,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Le^slature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
last ;  of  Jam^s  Fenner,  appointeJ  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  island,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day  of  March 
last ;  of  Nicholas  Gilman,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Hmnp- 
shire,  for  tne  term  of  six  years,  from  the  3d  day 


of  March  last;  of  Aaron  Kitchel,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  to  serve  during  the  term  limited  by  the 
Constitution;  of  Timothy  Pickering,  appomted 
a  Senator  bj  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, for  the  term  of  six  years,  to  commence 
on  the  4th  day  of  March  last ;  of  Daniel  Smith, 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Leffislature  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  for  tne  term  of  six  years,  from 
the  3d  of  March  last;  and  of  Buckner  Thrus- 
TON,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky. 

The  oath  was  administered  bj  the  President  to 
the  following  Senators,  as  the  law  prescribes: 
Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Fenner,  Mr.  Gilman,  Mr. 
Kitchbl,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ten- 
nessee; also,  to  Mr.  Sumter,  appointed  a  Sensr 
tor  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commeuciog  on 
the  4th  day  of  March  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident  of  the  XJfliini  States,  and  acquaint  him  that 
a  quorom  at  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and  that,  in 
the  abeence  of  the  Vice  President,  they  have 
elected  the  honorable  Samuel  Smith  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  a  like  com- 
munication to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Sumter  and  Mitcbill 
be  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
such  committee  as  the  I^ouse  of  Representatives 
may  anpoint  on  their  part,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent ot  the  United  States  and  notify  him  that  m 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
to  receive  any  communication  that  he  may  bo 
pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  each  Senator  be  supplied  dnv* 
ing  the  present  session  with  three  such  newspa- 
pers, printed  in  any  of  the  States,  as  he  may  choose, 
provided  that  the  same  be  furnished  at  the  usual 
rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  papers. 

BeBohed,  That  James  Mathers,  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
services  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Doorkeeper 
to  the  Senate ;  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty-eight 
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dollars  be  allowed  bim  weekly  for  tbat  purpose 
during  tbe  session,  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Resolved^  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  for  the 
present  session,  one  oy  each  House,  who  shall  in- 
terchange weekly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this 
resolution. 

Tuesday,  December  3. 

Joseph  Anderson,  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see:  BucKNER  Thruston,  from  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky ;  and  Robert  Wright,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  attended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled,  and  have  appoint- 
ed Nathaniel  Macon,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives for  North  Carolina,  their  Speaker,  and 
are  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  The  House  of 
Representatives  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part,  jointly,  with  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
to  receive  anv  communications  that  ne  may  be 
pleased  to  make  to  them.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives a^ree  to  the  resolution  of  tbe  Senate 
for  the  appointment  of  two  Chaplains. 

Mr.  Sumter  reported^  from  the  committee  ap« 
pointed  yesterday  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
united  States,  that  they  had  performed  the  ser- 
vice, and  that  the  President  ot  the  United  States 
informed  tbe  committee  tbat  he  would  make  bis 
communications  to  tbe  two  Houses  at  twelve 
o'clock  this  day. 

Tb«-4ttll^j^rescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  Mr.  TBRustofu 

The  following  Message-^taa  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  State»» 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  R^eeentatwes 

of  the  Unitm  Statee  ofAmeriea  : 

At  a  moment  when  the  nations  of  Europe  are  in 
commotion,  and  arming  against  each  other,  and  when 
ihoee  witb  wbom  we  have  principal  intercoarse  are  en- 
gaged in  the  general  contest,  and  when  the  coun- 
tenance of  some  of  them  towards  our  peaceable 
country  threatens  that  even  that  may  not  be  unaf- 
fected by  what  is  passing  on  the  general  theatre,  a 
meeting  of  the  Representatives  of  Uie  nation  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress  has  become  more  than  usually  de- 
onble.  Coming  from  eveiy  section  of  our  country 
tlMy  bring  with  them  tbe  sentiments  and  the  informa- 
tion of  the  whole,  and  will  be  enabled  to  give  a  direc- 
tion to  tbe  public  affiiirs,  which  the  will  and  the  wis- 
dom of  the  whole  will  approve  and  support. 

In  taking  a  view  of  the  state  of  our  country,  we,  in 
the  first  place,  notice  the  late  affliction  of  two  of  our 
cities  under  the  fatal  fever  which,  in  latter  times,  has 
occasionaliy  visited  our  shores.  Providence,  in  bis 
goodness,  gave  it  an  early  termination  on  this  oocasion, 
and  lessened  the  number  of  victims  which  have  usually 
hXHeu  before  it  In  the  course  of  the  several  visitations 
bj  this  disease,  it  has  appeared  that  it  is  strictly  local, 
incident  to  cities  and  on  tbe  tide  waters  only,  incom- 


municable in  the  cpuntry,  either  l^  persons  under  the 
disease,  or  by  goods  carried  from  diseased  places ;  that 
its  access  is  with  tbe  autumn,  and  it  disappears  with 
the  early  frosts.  These  restrictions,  withm  narrow 
limits  of  time  and  space,  give  security  even  to  our  mar- 
itime cities  during  tbree-fourtbs  of  the  year,  and  to  the 
country  always.  Although  from  these  facts  it  appears 
unnecessary,  yet  to  satisfy  the  fears  of  foreign  nations, 
and  cautions  on  their  part,  not  to  be  complained  of  in 
a  danger  whose  limits  are  yet  unknown  to  them,  I 
have  strictly  enjoined  on  tbe  officers  at  the  head  of  the 
customs  to  certify,  with  exact  truth,  for  every  vessel 
sailing  for  a  foreign  port,  the  state  of  health  respecting 
this  fever  which  prevails  at  the  place  from  which  she 
sails.  Under  every  motive  from  character  and  duty  to 
certify  tbe  truth,  I  have  no  doubt  they  have  faithAiUy 
executed  this  injunction,  Much  real  injury  has,  how- 
ever, been  sustained  from  a  propensity  to  identify  with 
this  endemic,  and  to  call  by  tbe  same  name,  fevers  of 
very  different  kinds,  wbidi  have  been  known  at  all 
times  and  in  all  countries,  and  never  have  been  placed 
among  those  deemed  contagious.  As  we  advance  in 
our  knowledge  of  tbb  disease,  as  &ct8  develop  the 
source  from  which  individuals  receive  it,  the  State  au- 
thorities charged  with  the  care  of  tbe  public  health,  and 
Congress  with  that  of  tbe  general  commerce,  will  be- 
come able  to  rogulate  with  effect  their  respective  func- 
tions in  these  departments.  Tbe  burden  of  quaran- 
tines is  felt  at  home  as  well  as  abroad ;  their  efficai^ 
merits  examination.  Although  the  health  laws  of  the 
States  should  be  found  to  need  no  present  revisal  by 
Congress,  yet  commerce  claims  that  iheir  attention  be 
ever  awake  to  them. 

Since  our  last  meeting  tbe  aspect  of  our  foreign 
relations  has  considerably  changed.  Our  coasts  have 
been  infested,  and  our  harbors  watched,  by  private 
armed  vessels,  some  of  them  without  commissionB^ 
some  with  illegal  commissions,  others  with  those  of 
legal  form,  but  committing  piratical  acts  beyond  the 
authority  of  their  commissions.  They  have  captur- 
ed, in  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as  weU  as 
on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  vessels  of  our  friends 
coming  to  trade  witb  us,,  but  our  own  also.  They 
have  carried  them  off  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudica- 
tion ;  but,  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  justice, 
they  have  plundered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in 
obscure  places,  when  no  evidence  could  arise  against 
them ;  maltreated  the  crews,  and  abandoned  them  in 
boats  in  tbe  open  sea,  or  on  desert  shores,  vritbout  food 
or  covering.  These  enormities  appearing  to  be  un- 
reached by  any  control  of  their  Sovereigns,  I  found  it 
necessary  to  equip  a  force  to  cruise  within  our  own 
seas,  to  arrest  all  vessels  of  these  descriptions  found 
hovering  on  our  coasts,  within  the  limits  of  the  Gulf 
Stream,  and  to  bring  the  offenders  in  for  trial  as  pi- 
rates. 

The  same  system  of  hovering  on  our  coasts  and  har- 
bors, under  color  of  seeking  enemies,  has  been  also 
carried  on  by  public  armed  ships^  to  the  groat  annoy- 
ance and  oppression  of  our  commerce.  New  princi- 
ples, too,  have  been  interpolated  into  tbe  law  of  nip 
tions,  founded  neither  in  justice  nor  the  usage  or  ac- 
knowledgment of  nations.  According  to  these,  a  bel- 
ligeront  takes  to  itself  a  commerce  with  its  own 
enemy  which  it  denies  to  a  neutral,  on  the  ground  of 
its  aiding  that  enemy  in  the  war.  But  reason  revolts 
at  such  an  inconsistency,  and  the  neutral,  having  equal 
right  with  the  belligeront  to  decide  the  question,  the 
interests  of  oar  constituents,  and  the  duty  of  maintain- 
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ing  th0  anthoritf  of  reaaoiii  the  only  umpire  between 
just  nations,  impoM  on  as  the  obligation  of  providing 
tn  effectual  and  detormined  opposition  to  a  doctrine  so 
injurious  to  the  rtglits  of  peaceable  nations.  Indeed, 
the  confidence  we  ought  to  have  in  the  justice  of  others 
still  countenances  the  hope  that  a  sounder  view  of  those 
rights  will,  of  itself,  induce  from  every  belligerent  a 
more  oorreet  observan6e  of  them. 

With  S^win,  our  negotiations  for  a  settlement  of  dif- 
ferences have  not  had  a  satisfactory  issue.  Spoliations 
dnrijig  a  former  war,  for  which  she  had  formally 
acknowledged  herself  responsible,  have  been  refused 
to  be'  compensated  but  on  conditions  affecting  other 
claims  fai  nowise  connected  with  them.  Yet  the  same 
practices  are  renewed  in  the  present  war,  and  are  al- 
resdy  of  great  amount  On  the  Mobile,  our  commerce 
passing  through  that  river  continues  to  be  obstructed 
by  arbitrary  duties  and  vexatious  searches.  Proposi- 
tions for  adjusting  amicably  the  boundaries  of  Louisi- 
ana have  not  been  acceded  to.  While,  however,  the 
right  is  unsettled,  we  have  avoided  changing  the  state 
of  things  by  taking  new  posts,  or  strengthening  our- 
selves in  the  disputed  territories,  in  the  hope  that  the 
other  Power  would  not,  by  a  contrary  conduct,  oblige 
us  to  meet  their  example,  and  endanger  conflicts  of  au- 
thority the  LMue  of  which  may  not  be  easily  controlled. 
But  in  this  hope  w^  have  now  reason  to  lessen  our  con- 
fidence. Inroads  have  been  recently  made  into  the 
territories  of  Orleans  and  Mississippi,  our  citizens  have 
been  seized  and  their  property  plundered  in  the  very 
parts  of  the  former  which  had  been  actually  delivered 
up  by  Spain,  aiid  this  by  the  regular  officers  and  sol- 
dieiB  of  that  Government.  I  have,  therefore,  found  it 
neceasary,  at  length,  to  give  orders  to  our  troops  on 
that  frontier  to  be  in  readiness  to  protect  our  citizens, 
and  to  repel  by  arms  any  similar  aggressions  in  future. 
Other  details,  necessary  for  your  full  information  of  the 
state  of  things  between  this  country  and  that,  shall  be 
the  subject  of  another  communication.  In  reviewing 
these  injuries  from  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  the 
moderation,  the  flmmees,  and  the  wisdom,  of  the  Le- 
gisUtuTe  will  all  be  called  into  action.  We  ought 
still  to  hope  tYiat  time  and  a  more  correct  estimate  of 
interest,  as  well  «s  of  character,  will  produce  the  jus- 
tice we  are  bound  to  expect  INtt  should  any  nation 
deceive  itself  by  fobe  calculations,  and  disappoint  thkt 
expectatioo,  we  must  join  in  the  unprofitable  contest 
of  trying  which  party  can  do  the  other  tiie  most  harm. 
Some  of  these  injuries  may,  perhaps,  admit  a  peaceable 
remedy.  Where  that  is  competent  it  is  always  the 
most  desirable.  But  some  of  them  are  of  a  nature  to 
be  met  by  force  only,  and  all  of  them  may  lead  to  it 
I  cannot,  therefore,  but  recommend  such  preparations 
as  circumstances  call  for.  The  first  object  is  to  place 
our  seaport  towns  out  of  the  danger  of  insult  Meas- 
ures have  already  been  taken  for  furnishing  them  with 
heavy  cannon  for  the  service  of  such  land  batteries 
as  may  make  a  part  of  their  defence  against  armed 
vessels  approaching  them.  In  aid  of  these,  it  is  desira- 
ble we  should  have  a  competent  number  of  gunboats, 
and  the  number  to  be  competent  must  be  considerable. 
If  immediately  begun,  they  may  be  in  readineasfor  service 
at  the  opening  of  the  next  season.  Whether  it  will  be 
necessary  to  augment  our  land  forces  will  be  decided 
by  occurrences  probably  in  the  course  of  your  session. 
In  the  mean  time,  yon  will-  consider  whether  it  would 
not  be  expedient,  for  a  state  of  peace  as  well  as  of  war, 
so  to  organize  or  class  the  militia  as  would  enable  us, 
on  any  sudden  emergency,  to  call  for  the  services  of  the 


youngs  portions,  unencumbered  with  the  old  and  thoeft 
having  faihilies.  Upwards  of  three  hundred  thousand 
able  bodied  men,  l^Btween  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
twenty-six  years,  which  the  last  census  shows  we  may 
now  count  within  our  limits,  will  furnish  a  competent 
number  for  offence  or  defence,  in  any  point  where  they 
may  be  wanted,  and  will  give  time  for  raising  regular 
forces  after  the  necessity  of  them  shall  become  certain ; 
and  the  reducing  to  the  early  period  of  life  all  its  active 
service  cannot  but  be  desirable  to  our  younger' dtizens, 
of  the  present  as  well  as  future  times,  inasmuch  as  it 
engages  to  them  in  moro  advanced  age  a  quiet  and 
undistnihed  repose  in  tiie  bosom  of  their  fomilies.  I 
cannot,  then,  but  eamestiy  recommend  to  your  early 
consideration  the  exp^iency  of  so  modifying  our  militia 
system  as,  by  a  separation  of  the  more  active  part  fnm 
that  which  is  leas  so,  we  may  draw  from  it,  when  vm^ 
cessary,  an  efiicient  corps,  fit  for  real  and  active  service, 
and  to  be  called  to  it  in  regular  rotation. 

Considerable  provision  has  been  made,  under  formet 
authorities  from  Congress,  of  materials  for  the  con- 
struction of  ships  of  war  of  seventy-four  guns.  These 
materials  aro  on  hand,  subject  to  £e  further  will  of  the 
Legislature. 

An  immediate  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  am- 
munition is  also  submitted  to  your  determination. 

Turning  from  these  unpleasant  views  of  violence  and 
wrong,  I  congratulate  you  on  the  liberation  of  our 
fellow-citizens  who  were  stranded  en  the  coast  of 
Tripoli  and  made  prisoners  of  war.  In  a  Government 
bottomed  on  the  will  of  all,  the  lifo  and  liberty  of  every 
individual  citizen  become  interesting  to  all.  In  the 
treaty,  tfaeroforo,  which  has  concluded  our  waHara  with 
that  State,  an  article  for  the  ransom  of  our  citizens  hte 
been  agreed  to.  An  operation  by  land,  by  a  smaH 
hand  of  our  countrymen,  and  others  engaged  for  the 
occuion,  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of  the  e» 
bashaw  ^  that  country,  gallantiy  conducted  by  our  late 
Consul  Eaton,  and  their  successful  enterprise  on  the  ci^ 
of  Dome,  contributed,  doubtless,  to  the  impression  whi«n 
produced  peace ;  and  the  conclusion  of  this,  preented 
opportunities  of  which  the  officers  ead  men  of  our 
squadron,  destined  fqr  Tripeli,  would  have  availed 
themselves  to  eo^te  the  acts  of  valor  exhibited  by 
their  IsPiihien  in  Che  attack  of  the  last  year.  Reflect* 
ing  with  high  satisfoction  on  the  distinguished  bravery 
di^>layed,  whenever  occasions  pennittod,  in  the  late 
Mediterranean  service,  I  think  it  would  be  an  ueefoi 
encouragement  as  well  as  a  just  reward,  to  make  wm 
opening  for  some  present  promotion,  by  enlarging  our 
peace  establishment  of  captains  and  lieutenants. 

With  Tunis  some  misunderstandings  have  arim, 
not  yet  sufilcienUy  exphuned,  but  friendly  discussMme 
with  their  Ambassador,  recently  arrived,  and  a  mntud 
disposition  to  do  whatever  is  just  and  reasonable,  e«^ 
not  fail  of  dissipating  these.  So  that  we  may  consider 
our  peace  on  that  coast,  generally,  to  be  on  as  sound  a 
footing  as  it  has  been  at  any  preceding  time.  Still  it 
will  not  be  expedient  to  withdraw,  immediately,  the 
whole  of  our  force  from  that  sea. 

The  law  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment 
fixes  the  number  of  frigates  which  shall  be  kept  iB 
constant  service  in  time  of  peace,  and  prescribes  tbait 
they  shall  be  manned  by  not  more  than  two-thirds  of 
their  complement  of  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen. 
Whether  a  frigate  may  be  trusted  to  two-thirds  only 
of  her  proper  complement  of  men,  must  depend  on  the 
nature  of  the  service  on  which  she  is  ordered.  That 
may  sometimes  for  her  safety,  as  well  as  to  insure  h«r 
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object,  re<|iiiie  her  fullest  complement.  In  adverting 
to  thU  subject,  Congress  will,  perhaps,  consider  whe- 
ther the  best  limitation  on  the  Executive  discretion  in 
this  case,  would  not  be  by  the  number  of  seamen  wl^ch 
may  be  employed  id  the  whole  service,  rather  than  by 
.the  number  of  vessels.  Occasions  oflener  arise  for  the 
.employment  of  small  than  of  large  vessels,  and  it  would 
lessen  risk  as  well  as  expense,  to  be  authorised  to  em- 
ploy them  of  preference.  The  limitation  suggested  by 
the  number  of  seamen  would  admit  a  selection  of  ves- 
sels best  adapted  to  the  service. 

Our  Indian  neighbors  are  advancing,  oumy  of  them, 
'with  spirit,  and  others  beginning  to  engage  in  tile  pnr- 
mts  of  agriculture  and  household  manufacture.  They 
«re  becoming  sensible  that  the  earth  yields  snbsistenoe 
ivith  less  labor  and  more  certainty,  than  the  Ibrest, 
«Bd  find  it  their  interest,  from  time  to  time,  to  dispose 
of  parts  of  their  surplus  and  waste  lands  for  the  means 
of  improving  those  they  occupy,  and  of  subaisting  their 
Ivnilies  while  they  are  preparing  their  Iknns.  Since 
your  last  session,  the  northern  tribes  have  sold  to  us 
the  lands  between  the  Connecticut  Reserve  and  the 
lormer  Indian  boundary,  and  those  on  the  Ohio,  from 
the  same  boundary  to  the  Rapids,  and  for  a  oonsidera- 
hle  depth  inland.  The  Chickasaws  and  Cherokees 
liave  sold  us  the  country  between  and  adjacent  to  the 
two  districts  of  Tennessee,  and  the  Creeks  the  residue 
of  their  lands  in  the  fork  of  Ocmnlgee,  up  to  the  Ulco- 
iauhatche.  The  three  former  purchases  are  important, 
inasmuch  as  they  consolidate  disjoined  parts  of  our 
aetUed  country,  and  render  their  interooune  secure; 
and  the  second  particularly  so,  as,  with  the  small  point 
on  the  river,  which  we  expect  is  by  this  time  oededLby 
the  Piankeshaws,  it  completes  our  possession  of  the 
whole  of  both  banks  of  the  Ohio,  from  ito  source  to 
near  its  mouth,  and  the  navigation  of  that  river  is 
thereby  rendered  forever  safe  to  our  citizens  settled  and 
fettling  on  its  extensive  waters.  The  purchase  from 
the  Creeks  too  has  been  for  some  time  particularly  in- 
teresting to  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  seveml  treaties  which  have  been  mentioned  will 
be  submitted  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  for  the  exer- 
cise of  their  respective  functions. 

Deputations,  now  on  their  way  to  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, from  various  nations  of  Indians  inhabiting 
the  Missouri  and  other  parts  beyond  the  Mississippi,  come 
charged  with  assurances  of  their  satisfaction  with  the  new 
xelations  in  which  they  are  placed  with  us,  of  their  dispo- 
aitions  to  cultivate  our  peace  andfriendship,  and  their  de- 
aire  to  enter  into  commercial  intercourse  with  us.  A  state 
of  our  progress  in  exploring  the  principal  rivers  oi  that 
.country,  and  of  the  information  respecting  them  hith- 
erto obtained,  will  be  communicated  so  soon  as  we  shall 
leceive  some  further  relations  which  we  have  reason 
ahprtly  to  expect. 

The  recepts  at  the  Treasury  during- the  year  ending 
on  the  30th  day  of  September  last,  have  exceeded  the 
sum  of  thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  which,  with  not 
quite  five  millions  in  the  Treasuiy  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  have  enabled  us,  after  meeting  other  demands, 
io  pay  nearly  two  millions  of  the  debt  contracted  under 
the  British  treaty  and  convention,  upwards  of  four 
millions  of  principal  of  the  public  debt,  and  four  mil- 
lions of  interest.  These  payments,  with  those  which 
liad  been  made  in  three  years  and  an  half  preceding, 
have  extinguished  of  the  funded  debt  neariy  eighteen 
•millions  of  principal. 

Congress,  by  their  act  of  November  10,  1803,  an- 
Aorized  us  to  borrow  $1,750,000,  towards  meeting  the 


claims  of  our  citiaeas ,  assumed  by  Uie  convention  vnA. 
France.  We  have  not,  however,  made  use  of  this  au- 
thority ;  because,  the  sum  of  four  millions  and  an  half^ 
which  remained  in  the  Treasuiy  on  the  same  dOth  day 
of  September  last,  with  the  receipts  wUch  we  may  cal- 
culate on  fof  the  ensuing  year,  besides  paying  the  an- 
nual sum  af  eight  millions  of  dollars,  appropriated  to 
the  funded  debt,  and  meeting  all  the  curreat  ^J^n^r^^ 
which  may  be  expected,  will  enable  us  to  pay  the 
whole  sum  of  three  millions  seven  hundred  aad  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  assumed  by  the  French  conventkmf 
and  still  leave  us  a  surplus  of  nearly  a  million  of  doilaxs 
at  our  free  disposal.  Should  you  concur  in  the  pravia- 
ions  of  «rms  and  armed  vessels,  recommended  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  times,  this  surplus  will  furnish  the 
means  of  doing  so. 

On  the  firet  occasion  of  addressing  Congseas,  dnce, 
by  the  choice  of  my  constituents,  I  have  entered  on  a 
second  term  of  administration,  I  embrace  the  opportu- 
nity to  give  this  public  assurance,  that  I  will  exert  my 
best  endeavors  to  administer  faithfully  the  Executive 
Department,' and  will  zealously  co-operate  with  you  in 
every  measure  which  may  tend  to  secure  the  liberty, 
property,  and  personal  safety,  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
and  to  consolidate  the  republican  forms  and  principles 
of  our  Government. 

In  the  course  of  your  session,  you  shall  receive  all 
the  aid  which  I  can  give,  for  the  despatch  of  public 
business,  and  all  the  information  necessary  for  your 
deliberations,  of  which  the  interests  of  our  own  country, 
and  the  confidence  reposed  in  us  by  others,  will  admit 
a  communication.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Becsxbeb  3^  1805. 

The  Message  was  read  and  three  hundred  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  ptrinted  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Wednesdait,  December  4. 

On  motion  that  it  be 

Besoiiwi,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  eram- 
ine  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act,  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory  Northvreet  of  tiie 
river  Ohio,  to  form  a  constttotion  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Stales, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  the  manner,  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  money  appropriated  by  the  said  act,  ought  to 
be  applied: 

It  was  agreed  that  (bis  motion  lie  for  consider- 
ation. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  billj  entitled  "An  act  making  an  additional  ap- 
propriation for  the  Naval  service,  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,"  in 
which  they  desire  the  coocurreace  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
Chaplain,  on  their  part,  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  two  Houses,  and  the  ballots  betn^ 
collected,  were,  for  Doctor  Gantt,  15 ;  Bishop 
Claggett,5;  Mr.  McCormick,  2.  So  the  Rer- 
erend  Doctor  Gantt  was  elected  a  Chaplain  to 
CoDgre^.  OD  the  part  of  the  ScnatCj  during  the 
present  session. 
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TufiSDAT,  December  5. 

Benjamin  Howland,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  attended. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^  An  aet  making  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  Naral  service  daring  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  huadied  aad  five/'  was 
read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Measts,  Mit- 
CHILL,  Bradley,  and  Spxtsb,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  waa  submitted  for  eon- 
•ideration : 

Retohedt  Thai  •  «om]iuttee  be  appointed  to  in^ire 
into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  a  further  turn  of 
money  to  porehaso  maps  and  books  for  the  library. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday  foj  the  appoinunent  of  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  ^*Act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  ^etnxoxy  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
governments  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  l¥ith  the  ori- 
ginal States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  Messrs 
Tracy,  Anderson,  Worthington,  Adams,  and 
Wright,  were  apponted  the  commiitee. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
-was  referred  this  day  the  bitl,  entitled  ^An  act 
making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  Naval 
service  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,'^  reported  the  biU  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Reeolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
requested  to  lay  befbre  the  Senate  the  reasons 
"why  an  additional  appropriation  is  requisite  for 
the  Naval  service  for  the  current  year. 


Friday,  December  6. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday  fpr  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating 
a  further  sum  of  money  to  purchase  maps  and 
books  for  the  Library ;  and,  having  agreed  there- 
to, Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Baldwin,  and  Tracy,  were 
4ippoiBted  the  committee. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediencv  of  purchasing  maps  and 
books  for  the  Library,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
instructed  to  report  what  disposition,  in  their 
opinion,  oueht  to  be  made  of  the  one  thousand 
volumes  of  laws  ordered  by  law  to  be  reserved  for 
the  disposal  of  Congress. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  a  re- 
port made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the 
•Senate  of  yesterday. 

The  letter  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  tlie  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  appoint- 
ed  rbe  Reverend  Mr.  Qlendib,  a  Chaplain  to 
Congress  on  their  part  doriog  the  present  session. 

The  billj  entitled  "An  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  Naval  service  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,^was 
lead  the  third  time  and  passed. 


Monday,  December  9. 
James  Jackson,  from  the  State  of  Georgia, 
attended. 
John  Adair,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 

fislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of 
OHN  Brecken ridge,  Esq.,  resigned,  produced  his 
credentials,  which  were  read^  and  thex>ath  pre- 
scribed by  law  having  been  administered,  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  confidential  Message  was  receired  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  follows : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreaentaiivet  of  the  United  Stales  : 
The  depredations  which  have  been  committed  on 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  during  a  preceding 
war,  by  person b  under  the  ajuthority  of  Spain,  are  suf- 
ficiently known  to  all.  These  made  it  a  duty  to  re- 
quire from  that  Goverhment.indem'nifications  for  our 
injured  citizens ;  a  convention  was  accordingly  entered 
into  between  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Mad- 
rid, and  the  Minister  of  that  Government  for  Foreign 
AfTairs,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  Spanish  subjects,  and  carriea  into  ports  of 
Spain,  shoiild  be  paid  for  by  that  nation ;  and  that 
those  committed  by  French  subjects,  and  carried  into 
Spanish  ports,  should  remain  for  farther  discussion. 
Before  this  convention  was  returned  to  Spain  with  our 
ratification,  the  transfer  of  Louisiana  by  Fraqce  to  the 
United  States  took  place  ;  an  event  as  unexpected  as 
disagreeable  to  Spam.  From  that  moment  she  seemed 
to  change  her  conduct'and  dispositions  toward  us.  It 
was  first  manifested  by  her  protest  against  the  right  of 
France  to  alienate  Louisiana  to  us ;  which,  however, 
was  soon  retracted,  and  the  right  confirmed  :  then  high 
offence  was  manifested  at  the  act  of  Congress  estab- 
lishing a  collection  district  on  the  Mobile,  dithough,  by 
an  authentic  declaration,  immediately  made,  it  was  ex- 
pressly confined  to  our  acknoi^'ledged  limits  ;  and  she 
now  refused  to  ratify  the  convention  signed  by  her  own 
Minister,  under  the  eye  of  his  Sovereign,  unless  we 
would  consent  to  alterations  of  its  terms,  wbich  would 
have  affected  onr  claims  against  her  for  the  spoliations 
by  French  subjects  carried  into  Spanish  ports. 

To  obtain  justice,  as  well  as  to  restore  friendship,  I 
thought  a  special  mission  advisable ;  and  accordingly 
appointed  James  Monroe,  Minister  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary,  to  repair  to  Madrid,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  our  Minister  resident  there,  to  endeavor  to 
procure  a  ratification  of  the  former  convention,  and  to 
Come  to  an  understanding  with  Spain  as  to  the  boun- 
daries of  Louisiana.  It  appeared  at  once  that  her 
policy  was  to  reserve  herself  for  events,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  to  keep  our  difTerences  in  an  undetermined 
state.  This  will  be  evident  from  the  papers  now  com- 
municated to  you.  After  nearly  five  months  of  fruit- 
less endeavor  to  bring  them  to  some  definite  and  satis- 
factory result,  our  Ministers  ended  the  conferences, 
without  having  been  able  to  obtain  indemnity  for  spo- 
liations of  any  description,  or  any  satiafiiction  as  to  the 
boundaries  of  Louisiana,  other  than  a  declaration  that 
we  had  no  rights  eastward  of  the  Iberville,  and  that  onr 
line  to  the  west,  was  one  which  would  have  left  us  but 
a  string  of  land  on  that  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi. 
Our  injured  citizens  were  thus  left  without  any  pros- 
pect of  retribution  from  the  wrong-doer;  and,  as  to 
boundary,  each  party  was  to  take  its  own  course.  That 
which  they  have  chosen  to  pursue,  will  appear  firom 
the  documents  now  communicated.     They  authorize 
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the  inference  that  it  is  their  intention  to  advance  on 
our  pOBsessions,  until  they  shall  be  repressed  by  an  op- 
posing force.  Considering  that  Congress  alone  is 
constitutionally  invested  with  the  power  of  changing 
our  condition  from  peace  to  war,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  await  their  authority  for  using  force  in  any 
degree  which  could  be  avoided.  I  have  barely  instruct- 
ed the  officers  stationed  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ag- 
gressions, to  protect  our  citisens  from  violence,  to  patrol 
witldn  the  borders  actually  delivered  to  us,  and  not  to 
go  out  of  them,  but,  when  necessary,  to  repel  an  inroad, 
or  to  rescue  a  citizen  or  his  property ;  and  the  Spanish 
officers  remaining  at  New  Orleans  are  required  to 
depart  without  further  delay.  It  ought  to  be  noted 
here,  that  since  the  late  change  in  the  state  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  Spain  hw  ordered  her  cruisers  and  courts 
to  respect  our  treaty  with  her. 

The  conduct  of  France,  and  the  part  she  may  take 
in  the  misunderstandings  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  are  too  important  to  be  unconsidered.  She 
was  prompt  and  decided  in  her  declarations,  that  our 
demands  on  Spain  for  French  spoliations  carried  into 
Spanish  ports  were  included  in  the  settlement  between 
the  United  States  and  France :  she  took  at  once  the 
ground  that  she  had  acquired  no  right  from  Spain,  and 
had  meant  to  deliver  us  none,  eastward  of  the  Iberville. 
Her  silence  as  to  the  western  boundary,  leaving  us  to 
infer  her  opinion  might  be  against  Spain  in  that  quar- 
ter. Whatever  direction  she  might  mean  to  give  to  these 
differences,  it  does  not  appear  that  she  has  contem- 
plated their  proceeding  to  actual  rupture,  or  that,-at  the 
date  of  our  last  advices  from  Paris,  her  Government 
had  any  suspicion  of  the  hostile  attitude  Spain  had 
taken  here ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  she  was  disposed  to  effect  a  settlement  on  a  plan 
analogous  to  what  our  Ministers  had  proposed,  and  so 
comprehensive  as  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
grounds  of  future  collision  and  controversy  on  the 
eastern  as  well  as  western  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  present  crisis  in  Europe  is  favorable  for  pressing 
such  a  settlMBent,  and  not  a  moment  should  be  lost  in 
availing  ourselves  of  it.  Should  it  pass  unimproved, 
our  situation  would  become  mneh  more  difficult.  For^ 
mal  war  is  not  necessary — it  is  not  prohah|e  it  will 
follow ;  but  the  protection  of  our  citu^ens,  the  spirit 
and  honor  of  our  country,  require  that  force  should  be 
interposed  to  a  certain  degree.  It  will  probably  con- 
tribute to  advance  the  object  of  peace. 

But  the  course  to  be  pursued  will  require  the  com- 
mand of  means  which  it  belongs  to  Congress  exclu- 
sively to  yield  or  to  deny.  To  them  I  communicate 
every  fuct  material  for  their  information,  and  the  docu- 
ments necessary  to  enable  them  to  judge  for  them- 
selves. To  their  wisdom,  then,  I  look  for  the  course  I 
am  to  pursue ;  and  will  pursue,  with  sincere  seal,  that 
which  they  shall  approve. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

DscXHBiR  6,  1805. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
coDsideratioiI. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  the 
an  Dual  report  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  De- 
partment." 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  10. 

Andrew  Moore,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreuniaiivea  of  the  United  States: 

The  endoaed  documents  relating  to  my  Message  of 
the  6th  instant,  not  being  ready  at' that  date,  I  thought 
it  better  not  to  detain  the  -Message,  but  to  communi- 
cate these  papers  afterward  as  supplementary  to  thooe 
then  sent.  They  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  deemed 
confidential. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

BscsxBsa  10,  1806. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Wednesday,  December  IL 
The  Senate  spent  the  day  in  the  consideratioa 
of  Executive  business. 


Thursday,  December  12. 

Mr.  BRADLtiY  gave  notice  that  be  should,  on 
Alonday  next,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  persons  thereia 
described,  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction or  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
pur  Lord  1808. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a  limited 
time  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  there- 
of," in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

.The  bill  mentioned  in  the  message  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Friday,  December  13. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a  limit- 
ed time  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  there- 
of," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Baldwin,  and  Jackson,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 


Monday,  December  16. 

George  Clinton,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  attended. 

John  Smith,  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  also  a^ 
tended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  ap- 
pointed the  Rev.  Mr,  Laurie,  Chaplain  to  Con- 
gress, on  their  part,  during  the  present  session,  in 
place  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Glen  die,  who  has  declined 
bis  appointment. 

Affreeably  to  notice  given,  on  the  12th  instant, 
Mr.  Bradley  asked  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or 
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place  within  the  jarisdietioB  of  the  United  States, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1808. 

TuESDAT.  December  17. 

The  Senate  resmned  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, for  leave  to  briog  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  1808  3  and,  after  de- 
bate, tbe  previous  question  was  moved  for,  to  wit : 
Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?  And  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  one-fifth  of  the 
Senators  present,  on  th  previous  question,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  11,  as 
follows : 

YiAB— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maday,  Mitchill,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Tennease^,  Smith  of  Yer^ 
mont,  Stone,  Thruston,  and  Worthmgton. 

Nats — ^Mesan.  Adair,  Aduns,  Baldwin,  Gaillard, 
Gilman,  Jackaon,  Moore,  Pickering,  Somter,  Tracy, 
and  Wright. 

And  the  jeas  and  nays  being  required,  on  tbe 
main  question,  by  one -fifth  of  the  Senators  pres- 
ent, it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  9, 
as  follows : 

YvjLS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Grilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maday,  MitchiU, 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith 
of  Vennont,  Stone,  Thruston,  Worthington,  and 
Wright 

Nats — Messrs,  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Gaillard, 
Jackaon,  Moore,  Pickering,  Samter,  and  Tracy. 

So  leave  was  f iven  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  it 
was  read  the  first  time. 


WEOMEsnAT,  December  18. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tbeodo- 
rick  Armistead,''  in  wluc)i  ibey  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The'  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
readinff. 

Mr.  LiOGAN  gave  notice  that  he  should  to  mor- 
row ask  leave  10  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  French  Island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. 

On  motion,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States;  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  in  tbe  year  of  our  Lord  1808, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 


Tbdrbuat,  December  19. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Theodorick  Armistead.'' was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tract,  Balowin,  ana 
AiinBR90N,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  make  provision  for  per- 
sons that  have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  tne  United  States, 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  j^'  also  a  bill,  enti- 
tled **An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
^An  act  regulatiog  the  grants  of  land  appropriated 
for  the  refugees  from  the  Briti&h  Provinces  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia ;"  in  which  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  bills  last  mentioned  were  read  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

PROCEEDS  OP  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  eiamination  of  the  act,  entitled  **Aa 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  tbe  eastern  division 
of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government  | 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
Union,  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  origioal 
States,  and  for  otner  purposes;"  and  to  report  the 
manner,  in  their  opinion,  the  money  appropriated 
by  said  act  ought  to  be  applied,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration : 

That,  upon  examination  of  the  act  aforesaid,  they 
find  the  one-twentieth  part  of  five  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
sold  by  Congress  from  and  after  the  30th  day  of  Junci 
1802,  is  appropriated  for  the  laying  out  and  making 
public  roads,  leading  from  the  navigable  waters  emp- 
tying into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  river  Ohio,  to  said  8tale> 
and  through  the  same :  such  roads  to  be  laid  oat  under 
the  authority  of  Congress,  with  the  consent  of  the  sev* 
eral  States  through  which  the  road  shall  pass. 

They  find  that,  by  a  subsequent  law  passed  on  tb* 
3d  day  of  March,  1803,  Congress  appropriated  three 
per  cent  of  the  said  five  per  •  cent  to  laying  out  and 
making  roads  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  leaving  two  per 
cent,  of  the  appropriation  contained  in  tbe  firal4tten« 
tioned  law,  unexpended ;  which  now  remains  for  **  the 
laying  out  and  making  roads  firom  the  navigable  watera 
emptying  into  the  Atfantic,  to  the  riVer  Ohio,  to  said 


They  find  that  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  id  tbe 
State  of  Ohio,  from  July  1,  1802,  to  June  30,  180^ 
both  inelnsive,  was    -        .        .        .  $  124,400  93 

From  1st  July,  1803,  to  June  80,  1804  -      176,208  35 

From-lst  July,  1804,  to  June'30, 1805  .     266,000  00 

From  1st  July,  1805,  to  September  30, 

1805 66,000  00 


Amounting  in  the  whole,  to    -  $632,604  27 


Two  per  cent  on  which  sum  amounts  to  912,652. 

Twelve  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollan 
were,  therefore,  on  the  first  day  of  October  last,  subject 
to  the  uses  directed  by  law,  as  mentioned  in  this  re- 
port— and  it  will  be  discerned  that  the  fund  is  constant- 
fy  accumulating,  and  will,  probably,  by  the  time  regup 
lar  preparations  can  be  made  for  its  expenditure,  amount 
to  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  committee  have  examined,  as  far  as  their  limited 
time,  ^and  the  scanty  sources  of  fricts  within  their 
reach  would  permit,  the  various  routes  which  have 
been  contemplated  for  laying  out  roads  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  first  mentioned  in  this  report 
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They  find  that  the  distance  from  Philadelphia  to 
Pittsburg  is  three  hundred  and  fourteen  miles  by  the 
usual  route,  and  on  a  straight  line  about  two  hundred 
and  seventy. 

From  Philadelphia  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  river 
Ohio,  contiguous  to  the  State  of  OMo,  which  is  prob- 
ably Ix^tween  Steubenville  and  the  mouth  of  Grave 
ereeky  the  distance  by  the  usual  route  is  three  hundred 
and  sixty  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line,  about  three  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

From  Baltimore  to  the  river  Ohio,  between  the  same 
points,  and  by  the  usual  routes,  is  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line,  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four. 

From  this  city,  (Washington,)  to  the  same  points  on 
the  river  Ohio,  the  distance,  is  nearly  the  same  as  from 
Baltimore ;  probably  the  difference  is  not  a  plurality  of 
miles. 

From  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  to  the  nearest  point  on 
the  river  Ohio,  the  distance  by  the  usual  route  is  three 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  miles ;  but  new  roads  are 
opening  which  will  shorten  the  distance  fifty  or  sixty 
miles — two  hundred  and  forty-seven  miles  of  the  con- 
templated road,  from  Richmond  northwesterly,  will  be 
as  good  as  the  roads  usually  are  in  that  country,  but 
the  remaining  seventy  or  eighty  miles  are  bad,  for  the 
present,  and  probably  will  remain  so  for  a  length  of 
time,  as  there  seems  to  be  no  existing  inducement  for 
the  State  of  Virginia  to  incur  the  expense  of  milking 
that  patt  of  the  road  passable. 

From  Baltimore  to  the  Monongahela  river,  where 
the  route  horn  Baltimore  to  the  Ohio  river  will  inter- 
MCt  it,  the  distance,  as  usually  travelled,  is  two  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line  about 
one  hundred  and  etghty-fout'.  From  tins  point,  which 
is  at  or  near  Brownsville,  boats  can  pass  down  with 
great  facility  to  the  State  of  Qhio,  during  a  number  of 
months  in  every  year. 

The  above  distances  are  not  all  stated  from  actual 
mensuration,  but  it  is  believed  ^ey  are  sufficiently  oor- 
fect  for  the  present  purpose. 

The  committee  have  net  examined  any  routes  norths 
ward  of  that  leading  from  Philadelphia  to  the  river  Ohio, 
DOT  southward  of  that  leading  from  Richmond,  bedtuse 
tkey  suppose  the  roads  to  be  laid  out  must  strike  the 
river  Ohio  on  some  point  contiguous  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  words  of  the*  law  making 
the  appropriation ;  the  words  are,  "  leading  from  the 
navigable  waters  emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  to  the 
river  Ohio,  to  the  said  State,  and  through  the  same." 

The  mercantile  intercourse  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio, 
with  those  of  the  Atlantic  States,  is  chiefly  in  Philar 
delphia  and  Baltimore ;  not  very  extensive  in  the  towns 
on  the  Potomac  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
still  less,  with  Richmond,  in  Virginia.  At  present,  the 
greatest  portion  of  their  trade  is  with  Philadelphia; 
but  it  is  believed  their  trade  is  rapidly  increasing  with 
Baltimore,  owing  to  the  difference  of  distance  in  favor 
of  Baltimore,  and  to  the  advantage  of  boating  down 
tiie  Monongfldiela  river,  from  the  point  where  the  road 
strikes  it,  about  seventy  miles  by  water,  and  fifty  by 
land,  above  Pittsburg, 

The  sum  appropriated  for  laying  out  and  making  roads 
is  so  small,  that  the  committee  have  thought  it  most 
expedient  to  direct  an  expen()iture  to  one  route  only ; 
they  have  therefore  endeavored  to  fix  on  that  which,  for 
the  present,  will  be  most  accommodating  to  the  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  leaving  to  the  future  benevolence 
•ad  policy  of  Congress,  an  extension  of  their  opera- 


tions on  this  or  other  routes,  and  an  increase  of  the 
requisite  fund,  as  the  discoveries  of  experience  may 
point  out  their  expediency  and  necessity.  The  com- 
mittee being  fully  convinced  that  a  wise  Government 
can  never  lose  sight  of  an  object  so  important  as  that 
of  connecting  a  numerous  and  rapidly  increasing  pop- 
ulation, kpread  upon  a  fertile  and  extensive  country, 
with  the  Atlantic  States,  now  separated  firora  them  by 
mountains,  which,  by  industry  and  an  expense  mod- 
erate in  comparison  with  the  advantages^  can  be  ren- 
dered passable. 

The  route  from  Richmond  must  necessarily  appioach 
the  State  of  Ohio,  in  a  part  thinly  inhabited;  and 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  other  circum- 
stances, must  remain  so,  at  least  for  a  considerable 
time ;  and  from  the  hilly  and  rough  condition  of  the 
country,  no  roads  are,  or  can  can  be,  conveniently  made 
leading  to  the  princ^l  population  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
These  considerations  have  induced  the  committee  to 
postpone,  far  the  present,  any  ftirther  oonsideratbn  of 
that  route. 

The  spirit  and  persoTeranee  of  Pennsylvania  are 
such,  in  the  article  of  road-making,  that  no  doubt  can 
remain  but  they  will,  in  a  little  time,  complete  a  road 
from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  as  good  as  the  nature 
of  the  ground  will  permit  They  are  so  particularly 
interested  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  their 
trading  capital,  -Philadelphia,  not  only  to  Pittsburg,  but 
also  to  the  extensive  country,  within  that  State,  on  the 
Western  waters,  that  they  will  of  course  surmount  the 
difficulties  presented  by  the  Alleghany  mountain,  Ches- 
nut  Ridge,  and  I^aurel  Hill,  the  three  great  and  almost 
exclusive  impediments,  which  now  exist  on  that  route. 

The  State  of.  Maryland,  with  no  less  spirit  and  per- 
severance, are  engaged  in  making  roads  from  Baltamoio, 
and  from  the  western  boundary  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, through  Fredaricktown  to  WiUiamsport  Were 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  direct  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  fund  in  contemplation  upon  either  of 
these  routes,  for  the  present,  in  Pennsylvania  or  Mary- 
land, it  would  probably  so  far  interfere  with  the  obser- 
vations of  the  respective  States,  as  to  produce  mischief 
instead  of  benefit ;  especially  as  the  sum  to  be  laid  out 
by  thb  United  States  is  too  inconsiderable,  alone,  to 
effect  objects  of  such  magnitude.  But  as  the  State  of 
Maryland  have  no  particular  interest  to  extend  their 
road  across  the  mountains ;  and  if  they  had  it,  it  would 
be  impracticable,  because  the  State  does  not  extend  so 
fkr ;  the  committee  have  thought  it  expedient  to  recom- 
mend the  laying  out  and  making  «  road  from  Cumber- 
land, on  the  northerly  bank  of  the  Pdtomac,  and  within 
the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  river  Ohio,  at  the  moot 
convenient  place  between  a  point  on  the  easterly  bank 
of  said  river,  opposite  to  Steubenville  and  the  month  of 
Grave  creek,  which  empties  into  said  river  Ohio,  a  lit> ' 
tie  below  Wheeling,  in  Virginia.  This  route  will  meet 
and  accommodate  the  roads  leading  from  Baltimore 
and  the  District  of  Columbia ;  it  will  cross  the  Monon- 
gahela river,  at  or  near  Brownsville,  sometimes  called 
Redstone,  where  the  advantage  of  boating  can  be  taken, 
and  from  the  point  where  it  will  probably  intersect  the 
river  Ohio,  there  are  now  roads,  or  they  can  easily  be 
made  over  feaail)le  and  proper  ground,  to  and  through 
the  principal  population  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Cumberland  is  situated  at  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Al- 
leghany mountains,  about  eighty  miles  from  Williamo- 
port  by  the  usual  route;  which  is  circuitous,  owing  to  ft 
large  bend  in  the  Potomac,  on  the  bank  ol' which  the 
road  now  runs ;  the  distance  on  a  straight  line  is  not 
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more  than  filly  orfifty-five  miles,  over  tolerable  ground 
lor  a  road,  which  will  prohabiy  be  opened  by  the  State 
of  Maryland,  should  the  route  be  estabiiahed  over  the 
mountains  as  contemplated  by  this  report. 

From  Cumberland  to  the  western  extremity  of  Lau- 
rel Hill,  by  the  route  now  trayelled,  the  distance  is 
sixty-six  miles,  and  on  a  straight  line  about  fifty-five ; 
on  this  part  of  the  route,  the  committee  suppose  the 
first  and  very  considerable  expenditures  are  specially 
necessary.  Trom  Laurel  Hill  to  the  Ohio  river,  by.  the 
usual  route  is  about  seventy  miles,  and  on  a  straight 
line  fifty-four  or  fifty-five ;  the  road  is  tolerable,  though 
capable  of  amelioration. 

To  cany  into  effect  the  principles  arising  from  the 
foregoing  nets,  the  committee  present  herewith  a  bill 
for  Uie  consideration.of  the  Senate.  They  suppose  that, 
to  take  the  proper  measures  for  carrying  into  e£kct  the 
section  of  the  law  respecting  a  road  or  roads  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  is  a  duty  imposed  upon  Congress  by  the 
law  itself,  and  that  a  sense  of  duty  will  always  be  suffi- 
cient to  insure  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  offered  to 
the  Senate. 

To  enlarge  upon  the  highly  important  considerations 
of  cementing  the  union  of  our  citizens  located  on  the 
Western  waters  with  those  of  the  Atlantic  States,  would 
be  an  indelicacy  offered  to  the  understandings  of  the 
body  to  whom  this  report  is  addressed,  as  it  might  seem, 
to  distrust  them.  But  from  the  interesting  nature  of  the 
subject,  the  committee  are  induced  to  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  a  single  observation. 

Politicians  have  generally  agreed  that  rivers  unite 
the  interests  and  promote  the  friendship  of  those  who 
inhabit  their  banks ;  while  mountains,  on  the  contrary^ 
tend  to  the  disunion  and  estrangement  of  those -who 
are  separated  by  their  intervention.  In  the  present  case, 
to  make  the  crooked  ways  straight,  and  the  rough  ways 
smooth,  will,  in  effect,  remove  the  intervening  moun- 
tains, and  l^  fiidlitating  the-intercourse  of  our  Western 
brethren  with  those  on  the  Atlantic,  substantially  unite 
them  in  interest,  which,  the  committee  believe,  is  the 
most  effectual  cement  of  union  applicable  to  the  human 
race. 

Mr.  TBACT/aUo,  from  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out 
aod  maklug  a  road  from  Cumberland,  iu  the  State 
of  Maryland,  to  the  Sute  of  Ohio;  aod  the  bill 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions ;  which  were  read,  aod  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration : 

Ruobfed,  That  one  or  more  ^nd  offices  be  opened 
for  the  sale  of  the  lands  <^  the  United  States,  on  which 
the  Indian  title  shall  have  been  extinguished,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee. 

Resolvtdj  That  Commissioners  be  appointed,  with 
ample  powers,  to  settle  all  disputes  relative  to  the  lands 
ceded  by  North  Carolina  to  the  United  States,  and  to 
quiet  all  claims,  agreeable  to  the  conditions  of  the 
cession. 

Resolved,  After  satisfying  all  just  claims,  and  the  ex- 
penses incident  thereto,  that  one part  of  all  the 

public  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  within  the 
limits  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of 

a  eaUege  or  university  in  said  State,  fi>rever ;  one 

part  for  the  use  of  schpols  for  the  instruction  of  child- 
ren, forever;  and-  five  per  cent  on  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  sale*  of  the  public  landa,  ibr  the  puipoee  of  making 


roads;  Fromded,  The  State  of  North  Carolma  shall 
consent  to  the  appropriation  aforesaid. 
On  motion  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  December  20. 

John  Smith,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  at- 
tended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makihg  provision  fof 
persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  iorthe  actual  service  of  the  United  Statesy 
duriuff  the  Revolutionary  ^ar,"  was  read  the  see- 
oad  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Andbbsoii, 
Tract,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refugees  from  the  British 
Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nbva  Scotia,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  aud  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley, 
Baldwin,  and  Tract,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberlaqd,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  second 
time;  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Efouse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  re^ulatio^  foreign  coins,  and 
for  other  purposes,  as  is  contained  in  the  second 
section  thereof;"  also  a  bill^  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  tbe  Government  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  States, 
by  virtue  of  the  convention  of  tlie  30th  of  April, 
1803,  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Republic ;"  in  Which  bills  they  desire^the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

TRADE  WITH  8T.  DOMINGO. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  18th  instant, 
Mr.  LooAN  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  to  sus- 
pend the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  French  i&land 
of  St.  Domingo. 

Mr.  L.  observed,  that  the  attention  of  Con* 
gress  had  been  called  to  this  subject  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stated,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  the  following 
words : 

«  While  notidng  the  iiregnlarities  committed  on  the 
ocean  by  others,  those  en  our  own  part  should  not 
be  omitted,  nor  left  unprovided  for.  Complaints  have 
been  received^  that  persons  residing  within  the  United 
States  have  taken  on  themsel'ves  te  arm  merchant  ves- 
sels, and  to  force  a  commerce  into  certain  ports  and 
countries  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  those  countries. 
That  indlvidualsshould  undertake  to  wage  private  war» 
independently  of  the  authority  of  their  country,  dannot 
be  permitted  in  a  well  ordered  society.  Its  tondeney 
to  produce  aggressionB  on  the  laws  and  rights  of  other 
natioDSi  and  to  endanger  the  peace  of  our  osfn,  k  se 
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obvious,  that  I  doubt  not  you  will  adopt  measures  for 
restraining  it  effectually  in  future/' 

The  first  complaint  alluded  to  in  the  Message 
of  the  President,  is  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Slate,  by  the  Envoy  of  Great  Britain, 
dated  on  the  31st  of  August,  1804,  in  which  he 
observes ; 

"  I  have  received  information  respecting  several  ves- 
sels which  have  of  late  been  armed  in,  and  have  sailed 
from  the  different  ports  of  the  United  States,  some 
loaded  with  articles  contraband  of  war,  (guhpowder  is 
said  to  be  the  general  article,)  others  with  cargoes  of 
iimooent  goods,  and  others  again  in  ballast.  After  the 
diligent  inquiry  which  it  has  been  my  duty  to  make  on 
80  important  a  subject,  I  think  that  I  can  have  the 
honor  of  stating  to  ypu  with  certamty,  that  several  ves- 
sels of  the  above  description,  which  are  mentioned  to 
be  schooner  rigged^  have  sailed  lately  from  the  port  of 
Baltimore,  whilst  others  of  a  larger  size,  even  ships  of 
conaiderable  burden,  and  completely  equipped  for  war,, 
have  sailed  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  bound  to  the 
.  possessions  of  His  Majesty's  enemies  in  the  East  as  well 
as  West  Indies.  It  is  said  the  object  of  some  of  these 
equipments  is  to  force  a  trade  with  the  blacks  in  the 
.Island  of  St.  Domingo,  in  which  attempt  the  public 
prints  have  stated  so  circumstantially,  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  on  the  subject,  that  two  American  vessels  bave 
been  captured  by  French  cnusers,  after  making  resist- 
ance. But  I  have  strong  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
destination  of  others,  particularly  from  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, have  been  with  cargoes  of  contraband  articles  to 
the  enemies'  possessions  in  the  East  and  West  Indies. 

"  Let  their  destination,  however,  be  what  they  may, 
it  cannot,  I  conceive,  but  be  justly  considered,  that  such 
armaments,  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  a  neutral 
State,  must  be  attended  with  consequences  prejudicial 
to  a  belligerent  Power,  and  may,  therefore,  be  deemed 
rightly  as  offensive,  for  which  reason  the  law  of  nations 
has  stated  one  of  tUb  first  obligations  of  neutrality  to  be 
that  of  abstaining  from  all  participation  in  warlike  ex- 
peditions. The  armed  vessels  alluded  to,  may  become 
the  property  of  the  King's  enemies  either  by  capture  at 
sea,  or  by  purchase  in  the  ports  to  which  they  are  des- 
tined, and  are  thus  in  readiness  to  be  converted  imme- 
diately into  instruments  of  hostility  against  His  Majesty, 
whilst  in  another  point  of  view  they  are  calculated  to 
protect  the  vessels  when  they  are  loaded  with  contra- 
band articles,  against  the  lawful  search  and  detention 
of  a  lawfully  commissioned  cruiser,  when  the  latter 
shall  be  of  inferior  force.  Indeed,  I  conceive  that  it 
may  not  be  giving  too  great  an  extent  to  the  principle 
of  the  law  of  nations,  without  attending  to  the  nature 
of  the  cargo,  to  consider  the  very  arms,  ammunition, 
and  other  implements  of  war,  with  which  such  vessels 
ate  furnished  as  contraband  articles,  when  the  vessels 
have  been  thus  equipped  without  the  authority  of  the 
nation  to  which  they  belong. 

'*  I  understand,  sir,  that  the  armanents  in  question 
have  in  fact  taken  place  under  no  commission  or 
authority  whatever  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  my  duty  to  have  the 
honor  of  making  you  acquainted  wiUi  the  information 
that  has  reached  me  on  this  subject,  and  if  the  obser- 
vations which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make  upon  it 
should  happily  be  conformable  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
American  Government,  I  can  safely  trust  to  their 
justioe,  as  well  as  to  their  jealousy  of  observing  thd  * 
most  strict  neutrality  in  the  present  war,  to  take  such 
aeasQiaB  as  ahall  appear  to  them  the  most  proper  for 


suppressing  the  illegal  proceedings  complained  of  on 
the  part  of  Uiose  individuals,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  appear  to  be  concerned  in  them." 

Id  a  letter  from  the  Charg^  des  Affaires  of  Franc  e 
dated  the  7th  of  May,  1804,  and  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  he  observes : 

**  The  undersigned  is  informed,  in  a  manner  which 
leaves  him  no  room  to  doubt  it,  that  the  American  mer- 
chants, who  pursue  this  commerce  (meaning  the  com- 
merce with  St.  Domingo)  publicly  arm,  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  vessels  which  are  intended  to  sup- 
port by  force  a  trajfic  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations, 
and  to  repel  the  efforts  which  the  cruisers  of  the  French 
Republic  are  authorized  to  make  in  order  to  prevent  it. 
These  armaments  have  also  for  their  object  to  cover  the 
conveyance  of  munitions  to  the  revolted  of  that  colony. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  Cannot  be  igno; 
rant  of  these  facts,  which  are  public ;  the  consequences 
thereof  have  already  been  manifested  in  the  West  In- 
dies, where  the  public  papers  advise  that  there  have 
been  actions  between  the  French  cruisers  and  Ameri- 
can vessels  carrying  on  this  commerce.  In  considering 
the  matter  merely  under  the  view  of  the  law  of  nations, 
it  is  manifest  that  American  citizens,  under  the  very 
eyes  of  their  Government,  carry  on  a  private  and  pirati- 
cal war  against  a  Power  with  wMch  the  United  States 
are  at  peace.  The  undersigned  would  be  wanting  in 
his  duty  if  he  did  not  vindicate,  tinder  such  circum- 
stances, the  rights  and  dignity  of  his  Government, 
which  are  openly  injured,  and  if  h*e  did  not  call  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Madison  to  the  disagreeable  reflection 
which  the  French  Government  would  have  a  right  to 
make,  if  the  silence  of  the  local  authorities  respecting 
acts  of  this  nature  should  be  imitated  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Sutes." 

**  The  French  Government  certainly  could  Jiot  see 
without  a  profound  regret,  that  after  having  given  to 
the  United  States  the  most  marked  proofs  of  the  desire 
to  place  the  good  understanding  of  the  two  nations  upon 
the  most  immoveable  foundations,  by  abandoning  na- 
tional interests  which  might,  have  eventually  produced 
collisions,  individual  interest  should  now  be  permitted 
to  compromit  this  good  understanding.  Its  regret 
would  be  still  much  greater,  if,  when  the  dignity  and 
safety  of  France  are  openly  injured  in  the  United 
States,  by  their  citizens,  the  American  Government 
should  preserve,  respecting  these  violations,  a  silence 
which  would  appear  to  o^r  an  excuse,  and  even  a 
sort  of  encouragement,  to  all  the  excesses  which  cu- 
pidity may  attempt.  Besides,  that  the  peace  of  the 
two  nations  cannot  but  be  seriously  compromitted  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  individuals,  and  by  the  reprisals 
to  which  they  must  necessarily  lead,  this  state  of  things 
would  in&llibly  tend  to  diminish  the  amicable  dispo- 
sition which  the  two  Governments  wish  to  cultivate." 

Mr.  L.  observed  that  the  commerce  as  carried 
on  bv  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  is  not  only 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  the  United 
States  as  an  independent  nation  is  bound  to  obey^ 
but  is  in  direct  violation  of  a  treaty  made  in  1800, 
between  the  United  States  and  France :  a  treaty 
on  the  most  liberal  principles  as  to  the  rights  of 
neutrals,  and  highly  advantageous  and  honorable 
to  both  nations. 

To  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  a  law  was 
enacted  during  the  last  session  of  Congress  to  ree u- 
late  the  clearance  of  armed  merchant  vessels ;  this 
act  has  operated  as  a  deception,  as,  siace  the  publi- 
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cation  of  the  law,  the  trade  with  St.  Domiogo  has 
been  carried  on  to  as  great  if  not.  greater  extent 
than  formerlfr  The  only  merit  of  the  arming 
bw,  is.  that  in  a  national  view  it  removes  the  res- 
ponsibility from  the  individual  who  may  be  en- 
ffBiffed  in  the  trade,  to  the  Government  by  which 
It  IS  authorized. 

Whilst  we  are  aniious  to  have  our  own  na- 
tional  rights  respected,  is  it  honorable  to  violate 
the  rights  of  a  friendly  Power  with  whom  we  are 
at  peace?  or  is  it  sound  policy  to  cherish  the 
black  population  of  St.  Domingo  whilst  we  have 
a  similar  popiilation  in  our  Southern  States,  in 
which  should  an  insurrection  take  place,  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  render 
effectual  aid  to  our  fellow-citizens  in  that  part  of 
the  Union?  Mr.  L.  concluded  by  observing  that 
in  bringing  forward  the  bill  under  consideration, 
Jie  was  not  influenced  by  views  of  friendship  to- 
wards England  or  France,  but  to  preserve  the  im- 
mediate honor  and  futjire  peace  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Adams. — Mr.  President:  Had  the  gentle- 
man who  asks  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,.assigned 
any  new  reasons  as  the  foundation  of  his  motion, 
whatever  my  opinion  mi^ht  have  been  upon  their 
merits,  I  should  not  think  it  proper  to  combat  them 
at  this  time;  but  the  object  of  the  bill  is  so  simple, 
that  its  details  are  immaterial.  Its  purpose  is  to- 
tally* to  prohibit  a  branch  of  our  commerce,  which 
at  tne  last  session  of  the  Legislature  was  proved 
to  be  of  gfeat  importance  to  the  country.  Unless, 
therefore,  a  majority  of  the  Senate  should  be  of 
opinion  that  the  bill  ougbt  to  pass,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  present  is  the  stage  at  which  it  ought 
to  be  arrested:  since  the  mere  discussion  of  the 
question,  and  pendency  of  the  measure  before  Con- 
gress, may  have  an  unfavorable  effect  upon  the 
commercial  interest,  or  at  least  injuriously  affect 
individual  merchants,  in  the  course  of  their  affairs. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  meo^ber  upon  this 
floor,  and  to  the  public  in  general,  that  the  same 
gentleman  who  now  wishes  to  introduce  this  bill, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  made  a  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  it  in  at  that  time,  which  was  re- 
jected ;  and  I  expected  that  on  its  renewal  at  this 
time  he  would  have  alleged  some  new  grounds 
for  the  measure ;  but  in  this  expectation  I  have 
been  disappointed.  He  tells  us,  indeed,  that  unless 
we  do  prohibit  this  commerce  it  will  inevitably 
lead  us  into  a  war  with  the  French  Republic.  I 
have  certainly  no  more  disposition  than  any  gen- 
tleman hereto  be  at  war  with  the  French  Repub- 
lic ;  but}  excepting  that  ^gentleman's  assertion,  (to 
which  I  am  willing  to  give  all  the  credit  which  it 
can  be  entitled  to.)  what  particle  of  evidence  have 
we  that  ttie  St.  Domingo  trade  will  expose  us  to 
any  such  danger  ?  What  evidence  has  the  gen  tie- 
man  himself  alleged  in  support  of  his  assertion  ? 
Why,  sir,  he  has  read  to  us  a  part  of  the  President's 
Message,  at^he  opening  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  a  correspondence  between  the  British 
and  French  Ministers,  and  the  Secretary  of  State, 
six  or  nine  months  previous,  to  that  time,  and  com- 
plaining that  some  of  our  merehant  vessels  were 
armed.    It  is  surely  needless  for  me  to  mention 


in  this  House  that  in  consequence  of  that  very 
passage  in  the  President's  Message  of  last  year,  and 
of  those  very  complaints  of  those  foreign  Ministers, 
a  bill  did  actually  pass  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
after  a  long  and  ample  discussion  of  the  subject; 
which  bill  was  intended  to  remove  those  causes  of 
complaint,  and  is  now  in  force.  This  bill  I  have 
understood  was  satisfactory  on  all  hands,  and  it 
has  been  within  a  verj  few  days  declared  by  a 
member  of  this  body,  lo  his  place,  to  have  given 
satisfaction  to  the  French  Government  in  partic- 
ular, nor  has  that  information  been  contradicted. 
This  conclusion  indeed  may  be  inferred  from  the 
tenorof  the  President's  communication  to  Congress 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session.  If 
any  intimation  of  complaints  from  foreign  Pow- 
ers relative  to  this  subject,-  is  contained  in  this 
message,  it  has  escaped  my  attention,  and  I  can 
indeed  safely  affirm  there  is  none.  And  is  not  thia 
silence  itself,  a  stropg,an  irresistible  proof  that  no 
such  complaints  have  been, made,  but  that  the 
measures  adopted  by  Congress  at  the  last  session 
have  been  satisfaictory  ?  Believing  it  as  I  do,  and 
that  no  needless  interference  of  the  Government 
with  the  regular  course  of  comjuercial  transactions 
ought  ^ever  to  be  countenanced,  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Looan)  will  not 
have  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  Jackson  seconded  Mr.  Logan's  motion,  and 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Aoams  said,  that  he  wished  Mr. 
Logan  to  make  it  an  annual  motion,  as  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge  had,  in  theParliamentof  Kngland,  to  reduce 
septennial  Parliaments,  but  with  more  effect,  until 
the  trade  so  hiffhly  dishonorable  to  national  char- 
acter was  annihilated..  As  to  Mr.  AdaMs's  obser- 
vations that  the  bill  was  not  allowed  to  be  brought 
in  last  session,  and  that  he  had>  heard  no  new  ar- 
guments, he  would  answer  the  gentleman  by  asking 
what  new  arguments  had -been  advanced  on-  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves,  when 
leave  was  given  two  days  since  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
and  the  same  arguments  had  been  rung  in  our  ears 
by  €tuakers  and  others,  ever  since  the  Constitution 
had  bee^i  in  operation,  and  not  a  new  one  had  been 
produced.  He  said  that  the  day  would  come  when 
this  dishonorable  traffic  would  be  rued  by  the  Uni- 
ted States;  that  day  miist  arrive  when  a  general 
peace  would  take  place,  when  the  present  hostil- 
ities must  cease ;  that  it  must  and  would  then  be- 
come the  interest  of  every  nation  of  Europe^  having 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  to  extirpate  this  horde 
or  ship  them  off  to  some  other  place.  That  the 
United  States,  by  affording  them  succor,  arms,  am- 
munition, and  provisions,  must  be  considered  by 
them  as  tneir  allies — their  supporters  and  their  pro- 
tectors. Thathe  believed  the  United  Slates  would 
be  viewed  in  this  light  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment and  by  themselves,  and  that  they  would  de* 
-mand  and  expect  us  to  grant  them  an  asylum  as 
allies  and  protectors,  and  send  them  to  our  coast. 
This  was  no  novelty,  and  he  had  received  infor- 
mation from  a  late  celebrated  French  General, 
given  in  a  public  company  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ton  where  he  boarded,  and  the  General  was  one 
who  dined  there ;  that  arrangements  had  been 
made,  if  General  Le  Cierc  had  been  victorious,  to 
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send  those  brigands  to  the  Soothern  States.  This 
was  a  melancholy  sabjeet  for  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  and  one  of  those  brigands  introduced  into 
the  Soothern  States  was  worse  than  an  hundred 
importations  of  blacks  from  Africa,  and  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  United  States. 

Mr.' S.  Smith. — Mr.  President:  Had  the  honor- 
able moret  produced  any  new  document,  or  given' 
us  any  new  information,  I  certainly  should  have 
given  my  vote  that  he  should  have  the  leave  re- 
quired ;  or  had  the  Senate  been  composed  of  the 
same  members  as  those  of  the  last  year,  I  should 
have  contented  myself  by  giving  a  silent  vote  on 
thequestion.  An  addition  being  made  to  the  Senate 
of  several  new  members,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  state,  that  this  subject  was  at  the  last  session 
presented  to  the  view  of  Congress  by  the  Presi- 
dent. A  bill  was  predicated  thereon,  and  after 
^eat  consideration  and  lengthy  discussion  passed 
into  a  law.  Has  the  mover  produced  to  the  Sen-' 
ate  any  document  to  show  that  France  is  not 
satisfied  with  what  has  been  done?  Does  the 
gentleman  know  that  any  new  complaint  has 
been  made?  I  know  of  none,  and  I,  therefore, 
think  it  fair  to  presume  that  France  has  been  fully 
satisfied  with  the  law  alreadyjpassed.  The  gen- 
tleman has  said  that  both  the  French  and  British 
Ministers  have  considered  the  trade  to  St.  t)omingo 
as  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  I  see  nothing 
of  the  kind  in  the  note  from  the  British  Minister. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  British  being  disposed 
to  interdict  that  branch  of  trade  as  they  have 
done  almost  all  our  other  most  lucrative  com- 
merce. Had  the  gentleman  brought  forward  a 
bill  to  interdict  all  trade  with  Great  Britain,  he 
might  have  produced  manv  more  reasons  in  its 
support  than  he  has  been  pleased  to  offer  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill  proposed.  But  what  is  this  l»w  of 
nations?  Is  it  the  written  law,  or  that  law  as- 
sumed bv  nations  who  have  the  most  power?  If 
the  gentlemen  mean  the  written  law,  I  must  be- 
lieve that  they  are  mistaken.  I  have  somewhere 
read,  that  when  a  part  of  a  State  separates  itfself, 
and  is  capable  of  supporting  that  separation,  forms 
for  itself  a  government,  and  fully  conducts  its 
own  affairs,  that  other  nations  do  not  infringe 
this  law  by  trading  or  commencing  a  friendly  in- 
tercourse with  such  part. 

We  are  told  that  a  celebrated  French  General 
since  here  has  said,  that  had  General  Le  Clerc 
succeeded,  he  meant  to  have  landed  all  the  blacks 
of  St.  Domingo  on  our  southern  shores.  This 
may  be — but,  sir,  it  is  not  probable.  If  such,  how- 
ever, had  been  his  intention,  it  could  not  have 
arisen  from  resentment  on  account  of  our  com- 
merce, for  we  had  been  of  the  greatest  utility  to  him 
and  his  army,  and  had  then  carried  on  no  com- 
merce that  was  not  fully  sanctioned  by  France. 
Nay,  I  might  say,that  owing  to  the  supplies  from 
the  United  States,  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo 
had  been  preserved  to  the  mother  country  until 
the  arrival  of  General  Le  Clerc.  Unless,  Mr. 
President,  the  honorable  mover  shall  produce 
some  new  information.  I  shall  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  voting  against  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  in  a  speech  of  considerable 


length  and  detail,  siaced  his  objections  to  giving 
leave. 

He  complimented  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  purit^of  his  motives  in  bringing  forward  the 
present  motion.  But  he  could  not  refrain  from 
an  expression  of  his  surprise,  and  even  his  regret, 
that  the  subject  had  been  moved  again  in  the 
Senate. 

During  the  last  session  of  Conpfress,  the  whole 
of  the  intercourse  witlr  St.  Domingo  had  under- 
gone a  full  investigation.  While  the  bill  regula- 
ting the  clearance  of  armed  merchant  vessels  was 
.under  discussion,  that  part  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce had  been  minutely  examined,  ft  would 
be  remembered  that  the  bill  had  been  committed, 
recommitted,  amended,  and  modified,  with  the 
utmost  labor  and  skill.  Besides  the  talents  which 
the  Senate  affiirded,  all  the  sources  of  Executive 
information  had  been  drained,  to  aid  their  re- 
searches. And  the  letters  of  the  British  and 
French  Ministers,  complaining  of  the  conductor 
our  mef chants  in  forcing  this  trade,  were  opened 
to  ooi:  view.  The  crude  material  of  the  bill  had 
been  hammered  at  and  worked  upon  so  elaborate- 
ly, at  to  have  as  last  received  the  complete  burnish 
of  a  law.  with  all  the  knowledge  tnat  coqld  be 
derived  from  so  many  quarters,  the  bill  was  at 
length  passed  to  check  the  violence  of  our  navi- 
gators, and  to  restrain  the  adventurous  zeal  of 
our  merchants.  The  provisions  of  this  law,  were 
such  as  it  wats  deemed  just  and  proper  that  a 
neutral  nation  should  take.  And  this  was  a  lib- 
eral condescension  to  the  wishes  of  the  two  great 
maritime  and  belligerent  Powers,  without  foijget- 
ting  the  respect  that  we  owed  to  our  own.  With 
both  these  he  wished  to  cultivate  peace  and  good 
understanding;  but  to  neither  of  them  would  he 
consent  to  yield  any  portion  of  our  neutral  and 
national  rights. 

The  difficulties  exhibited  in  the  ministerial 
correspondence^'  Mr.  M.  said  wete  thus  removed. 
With  a  promptitude  that  deserved  to  be  admired, 
Congress  interposed  its  authority,  for  the  purpose 
at  once-  of  doing  justice  to  our  neighbors,  regula* 
ting  our  commerce,  and  tranquilizmg  the  Mexi- 
can seas.  With  these  salutary  provisions,  he  be- 
lieved the  two  complaining  nations  had  been 
satisfied.  At  least  we  had  done  so  much  that  they 
ought  in  all  reason  to  be  content.  Congress  had 
already  manifested  a  due  regard  to  all  that  France 
and  Great  Britain  had  offered  upon  the  branch 
of  West  Indian  commerce,  and  in  the  true  spirit 
of  good  neighborhood,  and  correct  principle,  had 
modified  and  restricted  the  intercourse  with  Hayti. 
And  so  fully  did  the  Europeans  seem  to  acquiesce 
in  our  conduct,  that  he  had  not  heard  any  further 
remonstrances  made  by  either  of  them  about  it. 
He  thought  the  observations  of  thegentleinan  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  AoAms)  yery  much  in  point. 
Under  a  conviction  that  we  had  done  as  much  as 
public  faith  and  national  honor  required,  he  ;had 
given  his  vote  against  the  introduction  of  a  simi- 
lar bill  during  the  last  session.  Nothing  had  oc- 
curred from  that  time  to  this  day,  to  alter  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  or  to  make  it  necessary 
for  him  to  change  his  conduct.    He  thought  now, 
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as  he  did  then,  that  there  was  danger  of  overact- 
ing our  part  and  of  doiofi^  too  much;  of  being  good 
to  our  neighbors,  to  such  a  degree,  and  in  »uch  a 
manner,  as  to  be  very  cruel  to  ourselves. 

After  alhthis  condescension  on  <- our  part,  after 
inquiring  into  the  aliened  misconduct  of  our 
people,  and  taking  immediate  measures  to  prevent 
the  repetition,  and  after,  having  done  all  we  politi- 
cally could  or  that  we  honorably  ought,  the  sub- 
ject is  once  more  introduced  to  the  Senate.  It 
comes  now,  not  from  the  Executive  Department, 
not  from  the  cabinets  of  the  nations  concerned, 
nor  from  the  recommendation  of  a  Senatorial 
committee,  but  from  the  suggestions  of  an  indi- 
vidoai  member  of  our  own  body. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States,  he  said, 
was  an  astonishing  spectacle.  It  reached  from 
Arctic  to  Antarctic,  and  was  coextensive  with  the 
circumference  of  the  globe.  Most  of  the  inhabit- 
ed countries  of  the  earth  were  visited  by  our  nav- 
igators, and  the  striped  flag  of  the  Union  fluttered 
in  the  remotest  harbors.  Our  countrymen  have 
made  material  additions  to  the  science  of  geogra-* 
phy.  They  have  found  markets  unknown  to  com- 
mercial men  before.  They  have  derived  cargoes 
from  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  and  laid  the  cod.  the 
seal,  and  the  whale,  under  contribution.  They 
have  exported  the  productions  of  their  own  happy 
country,  so  fertile  in  the  articles  which  sustain 
and  cherish  life,  to  all  places  where  they  were 
wanted,  and  brought  home  the  crude  materials  or 
the  manu&ctures  of  those  regions  in  return.  By 
an  energy  and  enterprise  unexampled  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  human  species,  they  have  excited  the 
jealousy  of  foreigners,  who  are  not  only  behind 
them  in  mercantile  exertion,  but  who  cannot 
weigh  an  anchor  or  reef  a  topaail  equal  to  them. 

Such  was  our  situation — peaceful,  industrious, 
and  desirous  af  measuring  out  liberal  justice  to 
all  our  neighbors.  But  this  was  no  protection 
against  commercial  livalship.  Emulation  and 
competition  existed  tin  all  callings  and  professions. 
Mercantile  jealousy  had  been  alarmed  by  it.  Ex- 
perience had  shown  to  the  most  active  of  them 
that  they  were  unsuccessful  competitors.  '  What 
was  the  consequence  1  They  had  endeavored  to 
interrupt  by  force  or  stratagem,  that  predominant 
trade  which  they  could  not  outdo  or  equalby  fair 
means.  In  the  havens  6{  Britain  the  port  charges 
were  of  the  most  exorbitant  kind.  The  money 
paid  by  us  for  passing  their  light-houses  was  ex- 
cessive.  The  fees  for*  performing  quarantine  were 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  good  expected,  or  ser- 
vice done.  Convoy  duties  were  also  frequently 
exacted  $  and  the  custom-houses  collected  a  higher 
rate  of  charge  upon  merchandise  exported  to  the 
United  States  than  to  any  part  of  Europe.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  the  cruisers  of  that  nation  had 
made  the  most  ungenerous  abuse  of  the  power  of 
searching  our  vessels.  They  had  taken  out  and 
impressed  into  their  service  emigrants  coming  to 
OUT  country.  They  had  violently  drawn  into 
their  service  our  seamen,  natives  of  our  land. 
Natnralised  foreigners  had  not  been  spared.  Our 
neutrality  had  been  violated  by  their  forcing  our 
impressed  citizens  to  fight  against  the  political 
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friends  of  their  country.  Our  ships  had  been  fre- 
quently detained  and  spoiled  on  the  high  seas ; 
and  their  officers  and  crews  grossly  insulted.  Ves^ 
sels  bearing  the  variegated  stripes  and  constellated 
stars  of  our  Union  had  been  sept  to  distant  Brit- 
ish ports  for  adjudication.  Cargoes  had  been  con- 
demned under  the  most  arbitrary  pretexts,  and 
our  merchants  and  underwriters,  by  the  process  of 
an  ex  parte  trial  stripped  of  their  property.  Our 
ports  had  been  blockaded.  The  public  authority 
m  our  very  harbors  had  been  defied,  and  the  arm- 
ed vessels  of  the  nation  had  been  fired  at.  And, 
to  crown  the  whole,  the  ^me  nation,  instigated 
by  the  like  jealous  and  invidious  considerations, 
seem  bent  upon  prohibiting  our  carrying  trade  in 
colonial  produce,  and  resolved  to  reduce  us  once 
more  to  the  dependence  of  provinces. 

Are  we,  sir,  already  come  to  this  ?  You  [the 
Vice  President,  Mr.  Clinton,. was  in  the  Chair] 
well  remember  the  efiiects  wrought  by  the  injuri- 
ous proceedings  of  the- British  Parliament  in  1774^ 
You  bore  a  noble  and  manly  part  in  the  struff^les 
of  freemen  against  oppression  at  that  day.  Thirty- 
years  ago^  you  and  your  patriotic  associates  could 
form  a  general  non-importation  agreement,  and, 
despising  the  luxuries  of  the  mother  country,  and 
superior  to  her  prowess,  you,  spirits  of  freedom, 
achieved  our  glorious  Revolution.  If  the  case 
requires  it,may  we  not  do  this  again  ?  If  we  must 
curtail  our  commerce  by  our  own  statutes,  it  is 
certainly  a  better  policy  to  retaliate  upon  an  ad- 
versary in  that  way,  than  to  abandon  to  her,  as 
the  proposed  bill  ct>ntemplates,  a  lucrative  portion 
of  our  trade.-  Surely,  laboring  as  we  do,  under 
all  these  embarrassments,  a  proposition  for  lessen- 
ing our  navigation  and  forbidding  our  ships  to 
frequent  the  open  ocean,  would  hardly  have  been 
expected  from  one  of  our  own  body. 

For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  think  the  St. 
Domingo  commerce  is  no  great  thing  in  itself. 
We  might  do  exceedingly  well  without  it ;  and  I 
am  very  far  from  approving  the  means  by  which 
it  has  been  carried  on ;  but  I  dislike  thjs  idea  of 
forbidding  it,  at  the  mandate  of  a  foreign  Powen 
Like  our  Revolutionary  patriots,  let  us  put  our 
foot  here,  and  hence  refuse  to  hud^e.  It  is  not 
for  us  to  legislate  at  the  nod  or  biddin|;  of  any  na- 
tion. I  hope  we  understand  our  business  hetter 
than  to  register  edicts  for  them ;  while  we  pay 
due  respect  to  others,  it  becomes  us  also  to  respect 
ourselves.  The  precedent  is  a  dangerous  one.  If 
we  agree  to  interdict  this  intercourse,  we  may,  at 
the  next  session,  be  informed  that  we  ought  to 
withdraw  from  some  other  important  port  or  re- 
gion. When  we  are  found  to  be  so  complying  to 
one  nation,  we  shall  be  subjected  to  a  like  request 
or  menace  from  another,  until,  sir,  our  flag  shall 
be  furled  in  one  foreign  port  after  another,  and 
nothing  be  left  us  but  the  coasting  trade  at  home. 
The  sad  consequences  have  been  ably  portrayed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Samuel 
Smith^} 

There  was  another  reason  evincing  the  unsea- 
sonableness  of  the  proposition  at  the  present  time. 
This  was  a  disastrous  and  eventful  era  of  our 
commerce.    The  merchants  in  every  seaport  of 
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the  nation  were  assembling  to  consider  their  losses 
from  the  rapacity  of  the  beliigerent  Pawers,  and 
submit  them  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  It 
would  be  better  to  wait  for  the  statements  that 
such  a  practical  class  of  men  should  make.  Our 
judgments  would  be  aided  by  the  facts  which 
their  memorials  Would  contain. 

Mr.  M.  then  considered  the  prohibition  in  the 
•Constitution  on  Congress  as  to  the  laying  of  ex- 
port duties,  and  said  that  the  exportation  of  our 
domestic  productions,  so  necessary  to  our  country, 
and  so  cautiously  guarded,  ought  not  to  be  inter- 
rupted by  any  spontaneous  regulations  of  our  own. 
He  was  an  advocate  for  the  mare  Itberum.  He 
wished  a  wide  and  open  market  for  the  beef,  pork, 
fish,  flour,  rice,  and  cotton,  of  the  country. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  operation  whieh  a  re- 
strained commerce  would  have  upon  agriculture. 
With  the  ceasing  of  exports,  this  great  spring  to 
the  planter's  and  grazier's  industry  is  at  once  taken 
away ;  the  plough  would  stop;  and  it  would  be 
melancholy  to  see  the  fair  and  enchanting  face  of 
our  country  degenerate  to  the  savage  state,  and 
yield  naught  but  the  unthrifty  crop  of  weeds  and 
brambles. 

Turning,  then,  to  ship-building  and  its  cluster 
of  attendant  trades  and  arts,  he  feared  that  it 
would  fall  into  neglect..  That  employment  which 
gives,  perhaps,  the  grandest  idea  of  the  skiH  of 
man,  would  be  discontinued,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  our  seaports  be  forced  back  to  the  country  to 
keep  them  from  starving. 

Nor  was  this  revenue  to  be  omitted  in  the  enu- 
meration. As  far  as  the  im'ports  from  Hayti  are 
consumed  by  our  citizens,  so  far  the  revenue  is 
aided ;  and,  if  exported  under  drawback,  the  car- 
rying trade  is  helped  by  the  transportation,  and  the 
return  cargo,  whether  of  brandy,  wines,  hardware, 
or  dry  goods,  may  be  expected  to  afford  an  ad  va- 
lorem or  specific  contribation  to  the  Treasury^ 

A  wora  or  two  concerning  the  situation  of 
France  in  this  affair,  he  should  beg  leave  to  offer. 
The  coffee  and  sugar  of  that  productive  island 
had  reached  the  ports  of  that  empire  in  American 
1>ottoms.  And,  m  return,  the  productions  and 
manufactures  of  France  had  been  carried  by  the 
same  conveyance  to  the  revolted  colony  of  black 
freemen*  It  was  presumable  such  an  intercourse 
would  give  to  France  several  of  the  benefits  of  a 
direct  commerce.  And,  as  our  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion had  yielded  to  her  the  sovereignty,  he  did  not 
think  that,  in  the  exciting  intermediate  state  be- 
tween rebellion  and  revolution  among  the  Hay- 
tians  France  had  any  just  cause  of  displeasure 
against  us.  If  she  had,  the  numt)erless  captures 
and  depredations  done  under  her  fla^,  must  have 
given  her  the  most  ample  satisfaction.  Under 
these  impressions,  he  judged  it  neither  politic  nor 
necessary  to  legislate  furtlier  on  the  subject,  and 
should,  consequently,  say  No  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSE  said,  he  hoped  the  question 
would  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  because  he  con- 
fidently expected  there  would  be  a  great  majority 
of  the  Senate  opposed  to  giving  leave  to  bring  in 
the  bill,  for  he  considered  the  measure  not  only  as 
improper,  but  as  ill-timed* 


We  are  informed,  by  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Skates  and  the  documents  be- 
fore us,  that  depredations  are  made  on  our  com- 
merce on  all  quarters,  and  our  citizens  not  only 
robbed  of  their  property,  but  in  some  instances 
subjected  to  personal  insult  and  injury;  it  is  also 
well  known  that  Congress  have  received  confi- 
dential communications  from  the  President,  and 
are  deliberating  with  closed  doors.  The  general 
expectation  is  that  something  energetic  and  spirited 
will  be  done  in  defence  of  our  neutral  rights  and 
national  honor.  Hqw  great  will  be  the  surprise 
if  the  first  step  taken  by  the  Senate  of,  the  United 
States  is  found  to  be  a  further  restriction,  or  a  total 
prohibition,  of  a  lawful  and  lucrative  branch  of 
our  commerce?  As  to  restricting  or  prohibiting 
this  trade  to  St.  Domingo  (which  no  gentleman 
has  produced  a  sinsle  authoritv  from  the  law  of 
nations  to  prove  to  be  unlawful)  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  our  citizens  from  the  personal  insults 
and  injuries  to  which  thby  are  exposed  in  the 
West  indies,  he  could  not  approve  it;  a  more 
proper  and  dignified  course  he  thought  would  be 
to  send  armed  ships  into  those  seas,  to  capture  or 
demolish  those  bucaniers  and  pirates,  who  rob  us 
of  our  property,  and  insult  and  murder  our  citi- 
zens. They  are  a  banditti  whom  no  nation  wiil 
own,  or  admit,  to  be  acting  under  their  authority, 
though  sailing  under  their  flag,  and  whom  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  such  nation  ta  restrain. 

The  gentleman  from  G^ij^ia  has  told  us  that 
the  conflict  in  St.  Domingo  is  that  of  masters  at- 
tempting to  reclaim  their  slaves,  and  that  if  the 
United  States  suffer  the  trade  to  be  carried  on, 
we  shall  be  considered  as  aiding  and  upholding 
those  slaves,  and  give  offence  to  France.  And 
that  when  peace  shall  take  place  in  Europe,  the 
French  will  transport  those  negroes  by  thousands 
to  the  shores  of  South  Cavolina  and  Georgia,  to 
the  endangering  the  lives  of  the  citizens  of  those 
States.  This  Mr.  H.  considered  as  a  bugbear,  with 
which  we  ought  not  to  be  frightened,  for,  as  to 
the  warfare  in  St.  Domingo  being  a  mere  con- 
flict between  master  and  slave,  it  will  be  well  re- 
membered that  the  French  Republic  long  ago 
liberated  all  the  slaves  in  that  island,  and  declared 
them  free.  As  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
carrying  arms  and  militarjr  stores  to  the  enemies 
ef  France,  the  law  of  nations  hlei^  declared  the 
penalty,  which  is  a  forfeiture  of  the  property,  and 
the  United  States  ^can  in  no  way  be  implicated 
thereby.  And  as  to  France  landing  those  negroes 
on  our  shores,  he  said  there  was  power,  and  he 
believed  there  would  be  found  a  disposition  in  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  repel  such  an  insult ; 
for  if  we  cannot  prevent  France  or  any  other 
Power  from  invading  our  territory  and  insulting 
our  national  honor,  by  landing  their  outcasts  upon 
our  shores,  we  shall  no  longer  deserve  the  name 
of  an  independent  nation. 

Mr.  Jackson,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
MiTCHiLLj  confessed  he  had  seen  no  olBBcial  docu- 
ment, other  than  what  the  honorable  mover  had 
read,  but  he  had  seen  at  Newcastle,  in  Ddaware, 
a  whole  fleet  bound  to  St.  Domingo,  to  force  a 
trade  which  even  captains  of  vessels,  true  Ameri* 
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cans,  cried  shame  on.  That  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman had  called  out,  why  had  not  the  mover 
brought  forward  a'  resolution  against  Britain  or 
some  other  Power  who  had  committed  depreda- 
tions on  our  commerce !  Mr.  J.  said  he  wished 
to  ^egin  here,  by  preventing  our  own  merchants 
from  doing  injury  to  other  nations,  and  then  to 
strike  at  those  who  insulted  us.  He  for  himself 
was  prepared  and  willing  to  attack  the  first  Power 
whb  had  insulted  us  with  far  more  superior  weap^ 
ons  than  arming  our  ships.  He  was  an  agricul- 
tural man,  and  would  suffer  with  the  flour  makers ; 
bat  he  would  call  dn  the  honorable  gentleman 
either  from  Maryland,  from  New  York,  from 
Massachusetts,  or  Connecticut,  to  strike  at  Great 
Britain  or  any  other  nation  who  had  injured  us, 
by  a  resolution  of  prohibition  of  trade  or  inter- 
course, and  he  was  the  man  who  would  second  it 
and  keep  it  on  till  the  injuring  nation  should  cry 
peccavi — keep  it  on  one  twelvemonth,  and  you 
would  see  them  all  at  your  feet.  Look  at  the 
Legislature  of  Jamaica  petitioning  their  Governor 
froiQ  time  to  time  for  American  intercourse.  Look 
at  Trinidad,  the  same,  in  a  state  of  fathine.  Sir, 
-we  have  no  favors  to  ask  the  nations  of  the  earth  j 
they  must  ask  them  of  us,-  or  their  West  India 
colonies  niust  starve. 

That  however,  with  respect  to  documents,  he 
would  inform  the  gentleman  from  Mai^l^nd,  that 
lie  had  seen,  though  not  official,  a  letter  from  Gen- 
eral Ferrand,  Governor  of  St.  Domingo.and  which 
was  published  in  all  the  principal  newspapers  of 
the  United  States,  complaining  to  the  French 
Government  on  this  subject,  and  laying. all  the 
blame  to  the  American  Government,  if  not'  in 
direct,  in  the  most  severe  indirect  terms.  That 
as  to  the  total  separation  of  the  self-created  Em- 
peror and  nation  of  Hayti,  and  its  independence 
of  the  parent  qountry,  and  under  which  gentle- 
men declared  our  rignts  of  trade  founded  on  the 
laws  of  nations— the  late  attack  en  that  General 
by  the  Emperor  proved  it  did  not  exist:  he  was 
defeated,  his  army  scattered  and  driven  to  the 
mountains ;  that  Ferrand  held  the  island  as  French 
Governor  for  the  French  nation,  and  the  separa- 
tion was  not  such  as  to  warrant  the  arguments 
used  for  a  right  to  trade.  It  would  be  a  fatal'  ar- 
g^mefit  used  against  us  as  respected'  ouir  South- 
ern States  by  other  Powers.  On  the  same  grounds, 
a  parcel  of  runaways  and  outcasts  from  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  the  amount  of  some 
hundreds,  now  collected  on  or  near  the  Okefo- 
nokee  swamp  in  Georgia,  might  be  termed  an  in- 
dependent society  ;  or  if  an  insurrection  took  place 
in  those  States,  the  rebellious  horde,  on  creating  an 
emperor,  be  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition, 
as  a  separate  and  independent  nation.  This,  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  been 
pleased  to  term  his  fears  bugbears,  might  be  no 
bugbear  to  him.  ^afe  and  remote  from  the  scene 
of  action,  near  New  Haven ;  but  it  was  a  serious 
bugbear  to  him.  and  would  be  to  the  whole  south- 
ern country,  where  the  horrid  scenes  of  that  isl- 
and would  be  reacted,  their  property  destroyed, 
and  theic  families  massacrea.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York,  too,  had  been  pleased 


to  term  them  bugbears,  but  had  raised  up  a 
number  of  his  own  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the 
bill — he  had  drawn  a  most  lamentable  picture  of 
the  state  of  this  country,  if  this  dishonorable 
trade  to  this  small  part  of  the  commercial  world 
was  interdicted.  Commerce  was  to  languish  and 
agriculture  to  be  annihilated — our  fields  were  to 
grow  up  in  briers  and  thorns,  and  even  verdure 
to  disappear.  Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not  believe  this. 
The  United  States,  if  all  the  Powers  on  earth 
were  opposed  to  us,  had  within  herself  enough  to 
eat,  to  drink,  and  to  clothe  her  citizens ;  this  was 
not  the  case  with  other  Powers.  Not  a  nation  ex- 
isted, which  had  West  India  colonies,  but  was 
more  or  less  dependent  on  us,  and  could  not  do 
without  us — they  mu^t  come  to  our  terms  or  starve* 
On  with  your  embargo,  and  in  nine  months  they 
must  lay  at  your  feet.  It  was  certain  that  we 
should  suffer  for  that  time,  but  he  was  willing, 
and  he  knew  the  Southern  country  willing  to  sub- 
mit to  it ;  and  at  the  end  of  it  our  fields  would  re- 
sume their  usual  rerdure,  and  the  thorns  and  bri- 
ers be  rooted  out. 

The  honorable  gentleman  frpm  Maryland  had 
told  us  of  the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  and  that  Hispan- 
iola  was  the  onlyvent  now  for  our  flour ;  but  he 
beNeved  ^ven  the  blockade  of  Cadiz  was  not  so 
strict  in  that  respect,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  mentioned ;  he  would  read  a  line  from  Lord 
Mulgrave  to  Mr.  Monroe  on  that  head.  [Here  Mr. 
J.  read  part  of  it,  but  found  it  more  strict  than  he  had 
thought^  and  gave  that  point  up.]  But  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, said  Mr.  J.,  is  Caaiz  the  only  market  in  En- 
rope  for  our  flour?  From  the'Texel  to  the  Baltic 
And  Mediterranean,  there  are  hundreds  of  ports  at 
which  our  flour  is  Vented. 

Mr.  J.  made  a  number  of  other  remarks,  and 
concluded  that  be  thought  the  passage  of  the  bill 
absolutely  necessary,  for  the  honor  and  safety  of 
the  country ;  and  as  to  the  information  he 'had  re- 
ceived from  a  late  celebrated  French  Greneral,  it 
was  corroborated  by  the  acts  of  Le  Clerc  and 
Rochambeau  themselves.  That  the  most  daring 
brigands  were  forced  by  those  officers  on  board 
American  Vessels,  the  captains  of  which  were 
compelled  to  bring  them  to  the  United  States, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  their  own  country.  This 
had  been  a  matter  of  serious  alarm,  not  only  to 
the  Southern  States,  but  to  the  Middle  ai^d  North- 
ern States.'  At  any  rate,  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  received,  if  it  was  only  to  inform  merchants 
trading  to  Hispaniola,  of  the  sense  of  Congress, 
that  the  trade  must  cease;  this  was  the  point  on 
which  the  slave  bill  had  been  received.  That  he 
wished  to  begin  with  this  trade  first,  and  he  be- 
lieved striking  at  that  was  striking  at  the  British, 
for  he  had  been  informed  at  Newcastle  that  the  St. 
Domingo  fleet,  then  there,  was  owned  by  British 
merchants,  and  supplied  from  British  capital,  under 
the  protection  of  our  flag,  which  had  to  bear  ail 
the  disgrace  of  this  illicit  traffic. 

Mr.  S.  Smith. — I  am  not  concjous,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  I  said,  (as  charged  by  the  honorable 
mover,)  that  the  trade  to  St.  Domingo  was  the 
only  great,  the  only  important  commerce  of  the 
United  States.    It  w^s  an  assertion  that  it  was 
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not  possible  I  coald  have  made.  I  did,  however, 
consider  it  a  branch  of  commerce  highly  import* 
ant  to  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  that  island 
does  draw  from  us  all  its  provisions  of  every  kind; 
its  clothing  and  luxuries:  that  is,  that  halt  a  mil- 
lion of  people  are  almost  exclusively  supplied 
with  all  their  wants  by  the  commerce  and  agri- 
culture of  the  United  States;  and  that  good  rea- 
sons should  be  assigned  1)efore  we  ought  to  be  in- 
duced to  relinquish  so  important  a  branch.  I  did 
state  that  flour,  salted  beet  and  pork,  fish,  rice,  and 
tobacco,  furnished  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
means  with  which  that  commerce  was  pu]:sued; 
and  that  if  interdicted,  it  would  have  a  serious 
operation  on  the  prices  of  some  of  them.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  has  supposed  t^hat  there 
would  be  a  sufficient  outlet  for  our  flour  in  the 
ports  between  the  Texel  and  the  Baltic.  Those 
ports,  Mr.  President,  export  wheat;  I  never  knew 
a  barrel  of  flour  shipped  iroiQ  the  United  States 
to  either  of  them — they  are  our  competi  tors.  Mr. 
President,  we  are  advised  by  the  ;jame  honorable 
gentleman  to  begin  by  interdicting  this  trade,  and 
then  proceed  on  to  those  who  have  oppressed  our 
commerce.  This,  sir,  is  a  curious  mode^  to  begin 
to  interdict  the  trade  to  those  against  whom  the 
United  States  have  no  cause  of  complaint,  that 
we  may  be  justified  in  breaking  our  commercial 
relations  with  those  who  have  oppressed  our  trade 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

The  honorable  mover  has  said,  let  us  look  at 
our  commerce  and  see  how  it  is  afiected.  I  wish 
the  gentleman  had  done  us  that  favor— he  men- 
tioned the  Kast  Indies,  but  there  he  stopped  short, 
and  left  to  each  of  us  to  look  at  our  commerce  in 
our  own  way,  without  the  promised  benefit  of 
his  instruction.  I  will,  Mr.  President,  take  leave 
to  present  to  the  Senate,  a  short  view  of  some  of 
its  branches.  That  to  the  East  Indies,  has  been 
eonducted  in  two  ways — the  one,  by  exporting 
specie,  and  purchasing  therewith  the  cotton  ffoods 
of  the  British  dominions;  the  teas,  china,  ana  nan- 
keens of  China ;  the  sugar,  cofiiee,  and  pepper,  of 
the  Dutch,  French,  and  native  possessions:  the 
other  mode,  by  shipping  from  Europe  the  goods 
best  suited  for  India,  and  vestine  their  proceeds  in 
the  articles  already  stated^  with  which  our  ships 
proceed  to  some  port  in  Europe,  or  return  home 
direct.  The  most  beneficial  part  of  this  com- 
merce is  now  interdicted  with  Great  Britain. 
Her  King  says  (and  his  admiralty  court  obeys) 
that  the  ships  of  the  United  States  shall  not  carry 
OQ  a  trade  in  the  time  of  war  to  the  colony  of  his 
enemies,  not  permitted  by  such  enemy  in  time  of 
peace.  From  this  general  rule,  he  has  (as  he 
says^  as  matter  of  favor  relaxed  at  different  limes. 
During  the  last  war,  he  relaxed  so  far  as  to  per- 
mit neutrals  to  carry  from  their  own  country  to 
the  colony  of  his  enemy,  and  return  direct  to  the 
nation  of  the  neutral  ships,  where  he  insisted  that 
the  cargo  must  be  landed;  but  consented  that  it 
might  be  reshipped  in  the  same  or  any  other  ship 
for  anv  port  in  Europe  or  elsewhere.  But  be  ab- 
solutely forbid  us  to  go  with  our  careoes  from 
India  to  any  other  country  in  Europe  than  Great 
Britain. 


He  has,  Mr.  President,  since  the  war,  with- 
drawn a  part  of  that  high  favor;  and  now  the 
ships  of  the  United  States  are  interdicted  by 
Great  Britain  from  proceeding  from  Europe  with 
goods  to  any  part  of  the  East  Indies.  Nay,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  one  of  their  most  learned  doctors  of 
law,  that  it  would  even  be  dangerous  for  our  ships 
to  proceed  from  Europe  to  the  East  Indies  with, 
specie.  He  has  interdicted  us  from  proceeding 
from  his  enemies' colony,  and  from  the  East  Indies 
generally  even  to  his  own  ports  in  Europe,  or 
from  one  port  in  the  East  Indies  to  another;  he 
denies  us  tne  liberty  of  exporting  the  articles  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  from  his  enemies' 
colony  in  the  same  ships  in  which  they  were  import- 
ed, (although  the  same,  be  landed  and  the  duties 
paid,)  or  even  in  any  other  ship,  for  account  of  the 
person  who  was  the  importer.  From  this  view 
It  will  appear,  that  our  India  trade  is  greatly  re- 
stricted. Thii^  it  has  lost  part  of  its  importance. 
An  important  branch  of  our  commerce  was,  in 
time  of  peace,  to  Cadiz,  with  flour,  part  of  which 
flour  was  reshipped  by  a  company  to  Cuba;  that 
trade  ceased  with  the  war.  Great  Britain  blockades 
Cadiz,  and  condemns  our  ships  that  attempt  to gO  in. 
We  supply  Cuba  with  flour,  rice. and  salted  meat ; 
and  brmg'from  thence  sugar,  molasses,  dec.  This 
trade  Great  Britain  as  yet  permits  (through  her 

?:reat  benevolence)  provided  you  go  to  and  come 
rom  the  single  port  of  Havana;  but  condemns 
your  ships  if  they  are  found  coming  from  any 
other  port  in  the  island.  For  this  pittance  of 
trade  to  Havana  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  Great 
Britain.  She  may  (agreeably  to  her  law  of  na- 
tions) deprive  us  of  it  at  any  moment,  and  if  we 
can  judge  of  what  she  will  do,  byr  what  she  has 
done,  we  must  expect  she  will  (without  notice) 
cause  all  our  ships  found  trading  with  the  colony 
of  her  enemy,  to  be  seized — her  courts  will  con- 
demn. 

Great  Britain  has  interdicted  or  molested  our 
tirade  to  St.  Domingo.  It  was  left  for  the  honor- 
able mover  to  propose  tp  deprive  his  country  of 
that  valuable  branch  of  our  commerce,  and  he 
says  it  out  of  compliment  to  what  he  supposes  to 
be  the  desire  of  France.  He  shows  us  no  docu- 
ment to  induce  us  to  believethat  nation  would  wish 
it.  Judging  (as  I  doj  from  what  would  be  the 
interest  of  France,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that 
she  will  not  be  obliged  to  the  mover.  .  It  is  her 
interest  that  Great  Britain  should  not  have  the 
benefit  of  the  commerce  of  St.  Domingo.  If  we 
interdict  this  trade.  Great  Britain  will  have  the 
whole ;  she  will  have  the  monopoly  which  she 
asked,  and  which  Dessalines  refused  to  sive  her  ^ 
and  she  will  then  aid  him  against  Ferrand-— block- 
ade the  city  of  St.  Domingo  by  sea,  while  the 
blacks  attack  him  by  land.  General  Ferrand  may 
in  such  case  soon  be  starved  into  submission. 
The  supplying  that  island  and  drawing  all  her 
valuable  products  into  England,  will  enable  Great 
Britain  to  pay  a  handsome  annual  subsidy  to  any 
of  the  Powers  of  Europe.  The  interdiction  of 
our  trade  will  enrich  England  and  do  no  benefit 
to  France.  What  effect  may  it  produce,  as  it  re- 
spects us,  i9  a  serious  question.    I  fear  it  will 
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create  anothet  piratical  Power.  The  Haytians 
will  hare  provisions  if  they  are  to  be  found  on 
the  ocean  ;  the  interdiction  will  be  considered  by 
them  as  the  declaration  of  war,  the  worst  of  all 
wars ;  a- war  with  a  view  to  starve  them.  They 
will  send  out  their  vessels  of  war,  (for  they  have 
armed  vessels,)  they  will  take  your  unarmed  ship^ 
bound  to  Jamaica,  to  the  Spanish  Main,  to  Cur- 
racoa,  and  molest  your  trade  to  Cuba ;  they  are 
upon  the  high  road  of  your  trade  from  Europe  to 
New  Orleans;  they  will  destroy  it-;  vou  will  com- 
pel them  to  be  a  maritime  power ;  they  will  soon 
make  it  necessary  for  you  to  surround  their  island 
with  an  armed  fleet.  But,  it  will  be  asked,  of  what 
advantage  is  our  having  the  trade  to.  the  mbther 
country  ^France.)  I  have  alreadv  stated  that  we 
prevent  its  wealth  from  going  to  her  enemy ;  but 
this  is  not  the  only  advantage — our  ships  carry  to 
France  the  coffee  we  draw  from  St.  Domingo;  the 
cotton^  rice,  and  tobacco  of  our  country,  and  re- 
ceive in  return  the  wines,  brandy,  fioap,  and  dry 
foods  of  France,  which  are  landed  in  the  United 
Itates  and  form  a  larse  proportion  of  tKe  cargoes 
sent  to  that  island.  Thus  .then  France  (tn  truth) 
supplies  "  as  formerly"  the  people  of  St.  Dominco 
with  its  manufactures  and  products,  to  the  enrich- 
ing of  that  nation.  The  moment  we  stop  that 
trade,  France  will  furnish  no  more.  Great  Bri- 
tain will  supply  the  whole.  The  Haytians  will 
find  supplies,  whether  we  are  the  carriers  or  not; 
their  coffee  will  procure  them  all  they  want ;  we 
shall  be  exposed  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  an  ex- 
pensive fleet;  Great  Britain  will  be  enriched,  and 
France  will  lose  the  advantage  in  which  she  now 

Sartakes.  These  are  some  of  the  reasons  that 
ave  induced  me  to  presume  that  the  silence  of 
France  is  owing  to  her  knowledge  of  the  conse- 
quences that  would  result  from  our  interdicting 
that  trade. 

The  gentleman  ought  to  have  informed  us  of 
the  consequences  that  may  result  to  our  finances 
from  his  plan ;  had  he  informed  himself,  he  would, 
I  must  believe,  have  hesitated.  Sir,  it  will  take 
from  the  United  States  a  revenue  of  at  least  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annnm.  Let  gen- 
tlemen look  tQ  the  report  from  the  Treasurf,  they 
will  there  see  that  our  neutral  position — in  other 
words,  our  carrying  for  other  nations — has  given 
us  a  revenue  of  two  millions  per  annum  for  three 
years  of  the  last  Presidential  term.  The  year  1802. 
being  a  year  of  peace,  our  revenue  fell  short  of 
the  average  product  of  the  other  three  years  to 
that  amount.  St.  Domingo  contributed  at  least 
the  sum  mentioned  (I  think  much  more)  towards 
these  two  millions  gained  by  the  carrying  trade. 
I  affain  beg  leave  to  mentibn  that  we  are  asked 
to  make  this  sacrifice  without  being  (so  far  as  we 
know)  requested  thereto,  either  by  our  own  Gov- 
ernment or  that  of  France. 

After  a  few  replicatory  remarks  from  Mr:  Lo- 
gan, the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  post- 
poned to  Monday. 

MoifnAT,  December  23. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

The  Governor  and  Presiding  Judge  of  the  Territory 
*of  Michigan  have  made  a  report  to  me  of  the  state  of 
that  Territory ;  several  matters  in  which,  being  within 
the  reach  of  Legislative  authority  only,  I  lay  the  report 
before  Congress.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Decexbiii  23,  1805. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  mentioned  were 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy,  Worthino- 
ton,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


Tuesday,  December  24. 

Mr.  Looan  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, signed  Thomas.  Fitzsimmons,  Chairman, 
stating  the  expediency  of  enlarging  the  piers  al- 
ready constructed  in  the  river  Delaware,  and  of 
adding  to  their  number,  as  well  as  of  preventing 
obstructions  from  piers  heretofore  sunk  for  de- 
fence ;  and  praying  the  interposition  of  Congress 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  a  law  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  certain  neighboring  States,  pro- 
portionally benefitted  by  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Delaware  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been 
assumed  by  the  United  States  by  virtue  of  the 
convention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  between  the 
United  States  knd  the  French  Republic,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitch  ill, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Bradley,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled,  '^An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins, 
•and  for  other  purposes,'  as  is  contained  in  the 
second  section  thereof,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Tracy,  ana 
Adams,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Dill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  being  reported  to 
the  House  without  amendment, 

Ordered  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Logan  submitted  the  following  motion : 

"  Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  caose  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
dociunents  and  papers,  or  other  information,  as  are  in 
his  possession,  relative  io  complaints  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  against  the  commerce  carried  on  by 
the  citizens  of  die  l/nited  Statef.^to  the  French  island 
of  St  Domingo." 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Mitchill  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
this  day  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Government  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  United  States  br 
virtue  of  the  Convention  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1803,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading; 
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Friday,  December  27. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motioD  made  on  the 
24th  instant,  that  they  be  furnished  with  certain 
documents  respecting  the  commerce  carrie^d  on  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo;  and 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  such  document!  and  {Papers,  or  other  infor- 
mation, as  are  in  his  possession,  relative  to  com- 
plaints by  the  Government  of  France,  against  the 
commerce  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  the  French  island  of  St.  Dot^ingo. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolution 
before  the  President  of  th^  United  Stales. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  Surveyor  of  the 
Public  Buildings,  stating  the  progress  made  on  them 
dming  the  last  season,  and  what  may  be  expected  to  be 
aeoomplished  in  the  ensuing  one. 

Dxc.  27, 1806.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  Message  and  report -therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Tne  President  communicated  a  letter  aod  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  of 
March  last;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to- lie 
for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppan.  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier;" 
in  wnicn  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  read  the  third  time ; 
and  the  blanks  having  been  filled, 

Resolvedj  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engrossed, 
and  that  the  title  thereot  be  ''Aa  act  to  regulate 
the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio." 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been 
assumed  by  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
Convention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Republic,"  was 
read  the  third  time  and  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 


Monday,  December  30. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Toppan,  George  Jenkms,  and  William  Cur- 
rier," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Baldwin,  and  Mitchill.  to 
conaider  and  report  thereon. 


Tdesday,  December  31. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  light-houses 
in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rozbury, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  de- 
livery;" in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Philip  L.  Jones,  and  others,  counsellors  at 
laWj  and  practitioners  at  the  bar  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Cohrt  of  the  Territory  of  New  Orleans, 
stating  certain  extraordinary  services  performed 
by  the  presiding  judge,  J.  B.  Prevost,  and  praying' 
a  remuneration  to'him  therefor;  also,  an  increase 
of  the  compensation  provided  by  law  to  the  Pre- 
siding and  Associate  Judges  of  the  said  Court ; 
and  tne  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Anderson,  and  Tracy,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of 
New  Orleans,  praying  an  alteration  in  the  law 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  in  respect  to 
the  titles  of  lands  in  that  territory ;  also,  some  ad- 
ditional provisions  bj  law  for  encouraging  the 
culture  of  sugar,  and  tor  the  establishment  of  pub- 
lic schools ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Tracy,  Baldwin, 
Bradley,  and  Adams,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 


Thursday,  January  2, 1806. 
The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  light- 
houses in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox- 
bury,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Mitchill,  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
and  HiLLB0i7bE,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Friday,  January  3. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  19th  December  last,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theoaorick  Armis- 
tead,"  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

He  also  communicated  a  written  report  on  the 
saniie  subject,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  MiTOBiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  yesterday  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  light-houses  in  Long  Island  Sound, 
and  to  declare  Roxbury,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  be  a  port  of  delivery,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

Tne  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  27th  of 
December  last,  made  in  pursuance  of  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  2d  of  March,  1805 :  and. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith. 
of  Maryland,  Adams,  Tracy,  Mitchill,  ana 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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Monday,  January  6. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  statinjir  the 
ruinous  consequences  to  the, commerce  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  assumption  of  new  princi- 
ples in  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  construction  of 
the  Admiralty  Courts  of  Great  Britain;  also,  cer- 
tain unlawful  and  piratical  seizures  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  American  citizens  in  the  West  In- 
dies, and  even  on  our  own  coasts ;  and,  also,  the 
defenceless  state  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  praym?  the  immediate  inter- 
position of  Congress ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Smitb,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Adams,  Anderson,  and  Tracy,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  that  the  memorial 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  Greorge  Rapp  and  others,  the  Society  of  Har- 
mony, in  Butler  county,  and  natives  of  Wurtem- 
burg,  in  Germany,  pray^ing  a  grant  of  land  for 
the  cultiyation  or  the  vme,  ajid  for  the  establish- 
ment of  certain  manufactories;  also,  that  the  time 
of  payment  for  a  tract  of  land  heretofore  pur- 
chased of  the  United  States  may  be  protracted, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  and  tne  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Bradley,  and  Worthinqton,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  board  of  trustees,  appointed  to  superin- 
tend the  education  of  youth  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  the  aid  of  Congress  in  procuring 
certain  lots,  suitable  for  the  erection  ot  an  acad- 
emy; also,  that  i(  lottery  may  be  granted  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  mstitution;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  an4  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Looan,  and  Moobe,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  to  provide  for  light- 
houses in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox- 
bory,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  was  resumed,  the  bill  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  the  third  readmg. 

Mr.  Beadle Y,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  30th  December  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Toppan, 
(George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier,''  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 


TdesdaYj  January  7. 

James  Turner,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  ifor  the 
term  of  six  years,  from  the  third  of  March.  1805, 
produced  his  credentials,  which  were  reao;  and 
the  oath  prescribed  by  law  having  been  adminis- 
tered, he  tool(  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Theodorick 
Armisteady  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and, 
the  said  bill  having  been  reported,  to  the  House, 
on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
Kadiag?  it  was  determined  in  the  negatire — yeas 
^)  nays  21,  as  follows : 


Ykas — Means.  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Thriiston,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin, 
Bradley,  Condit,  Fenner,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Kitchel^ 
Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchili,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Sumter,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  light- 
houses in  Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Rox« 
bury,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of 
delivery,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Adams  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Hichborne  and  others,  Directors  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Mississippi  Land  Company,*' in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  their  associates,  stating  claims  to 
certain  tracts  of  land  mentioned  in  their  petition, 
and  praying  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  their 
compensation ;  also  the  petition  of  James  Sullivan 
and  others,  agents  for  the  purchasers  of  lands  un- 
der the  State  of  Georgia,  praying  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  their  claims ;  and  the  petitions  were 
read. 

Orderedy  That  they  severally  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sumter  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Rippen,  in  behalf  of  the  Uppe^  Mississippi  Com- 
pany, on  the  same  subiect;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppao,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier;" 
and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  January  8. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  petition  of  Oliver 
Evans,  stating  that  he  has  invented  many  useful 
improvements  in  the  art  of  manufacturing  flour 
or  meal,  for  which  he  obtained  a  patent  on  the 
19th  of  January  1791,  and  which  expired  id  Jan* 
uary  last,  and  praying  an  extension  of  his  patent, 
for  reasons  stated  in  nis  petition;  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Levis  and  Hugh  Maxwell,  stating  that  they  have 
on  hand  a  number  ofisopies  of  the  journals  of  Con- 
gress under  the  Confederation,  commonly  called 
Folwell's  edition,  which  they  will  dispose  of  for 
the  use  of  the  public ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  Logan,  Bradley,  ana 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Toppao,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currier," 
and  the  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third 
timel  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9, 
nays  17,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Fenner,  Gilman,  Hillhouse, 
Mitchili,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  BsJdwin,  Bradley,  Con« 
dit,  Gaillard,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Tracy,  Tumer,  and  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  David  Glass  and  others,  of  the  Society  of  Har- 
mony, not  being  present  on  the  6th  instant,  tvben 
the  memorial  of  George  Rapp  and  others  was 
presented,  soliciting  Congress  to  consider  them  as 
joining  in  the  said  memorial;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred" to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  said  George 
Rapp  and  others,  with  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee that  they  report  on  the  subject  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 


Thursday,  January  9. 

On  motion  that  it  be 

JUsolvedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  23d,  27th,  35th,  and  ilst  arti- 
cles of  the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  report  to  the  Senate  such  al- 
terations and  amendments,  if  any,  as  they  shall  judge 
proper ; 

it  was  agreed  that  this  motioalie  for  conside- 
ration. 

On  motion, 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  such  information 
in  his  possession  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  relative 
to  the  interpolation,  by  any  foreign  Power,  of  new  prin- 
ciples in  the  law  of  nations,  injurious  to  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  any 
evidence  of  recent  decisions  in  the  British  Courts  of 
Admiralty  to  that  effect,  together  with  such  diplomatic 
communicatione  between  this  Government  and  that  of 
Great  Britain  in  relation  to  this  subject  as  he  may 
think  proper ; 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  conside- 
ration. 


FridaYj  January  10. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday  for  reyising  the  rules  for  doing 
business  in  the  Senate;  and  having  amended. the 
same, 

Reeolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  rules  for  conducting 
business  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
report  to  the  Senate  such  alterations  and  amend- 
ments, if  any,  as  they  shall  judge  proper;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Anderson,  Tracy, 
Balowin,  Bradley,  and  Adams,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  ofth^  United  States  .• 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate,  ex- 
pressed in  their  resolution  of  December  27th,  I  now  lay 
before  them  such  documents  and  papers  (there  being 
no  other  information  in  my  possession)  as  relate  to 
complaints  by  the  Government  of  France  against  the 
commerce  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  ^e  United 
States  to  the  French  isluid  of  St.  Domingo. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jahuart  10, 1806. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 


a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the 
United  States,-^in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  a^d  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion.made  yester- 
day that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  deem  expedient  relative  to  the  in- 
terpolation of  new  principles  in  the  law  of  nations; 
and  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lav  the  resolution 
before  the  President  of  the  Unitea  States. 


Monday,  January  13. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of 
the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Sumter,  White,  Adams,  An- 
derson, and  Wright,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  .that  the  request  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  prohibiting  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States. with  the  French  island  of 
St.  Domingo,  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion,  that  the  petitions  of  Benjamin  Hich- 
borne  and  others,  of  James  Sullivan  and  others, 
and  of  Joseph  Peppin  and  others,  presented  on  the 
7th  instant,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  asso- 
ciates, stating  claims  to  certain  lands  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Siatex)f  Georgia,  be  referred 
to  a  committee:  the  votes  of  the  Senate  being 
equally  divided,  the  pREsioENr  determined  the 
question  in  the  affirmative ;  and  Messrs.  Baldwin, 
Adams,  Anderson,  Bradley,  and  Sumter,  were 
appointed  the  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRBSIDENT  OF  THE  UnITED  StATES  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  * 

*'  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  lay  before  Congress  the  application  of  Hamet  Car- 
am  alii,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Bashaw  of  Tripoli, 
soliciting  from  the  United  States  attentioh  to  his  ser- 
vices and  sufferings  in  the  late  war  against  that  State. 
And,  in  order  to  possess  them  of  the  ground  on  which 
that  application  stands,  the  ftcts  shall  be  stated  accord- 
ing  to  the  views  and  information  of  the  Executive. 

During  the  war  with  Tripoli,  it  was  suggested  that 
Hamet  Caramalli,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Bashaw, 
and  driven  by  hun  from  his  throne,  meditated  the 
recovery  of  his  inheritance,  and  lihat  a  concert  of  ac- 
tion with  us  was  desirable  to  him.  We  considered  that 
concerted  operations  by  those  who  have  a  common  en- 
emy were  entiiely  justifiable,  and  might  produce  effects 
favorable  to  both  without  binding  either  to  guarantee 
the  objects  of  the  other.  But  the  distance  of  the 
scene,  the  difficulties  of  communication,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  our  information,  inducing  the  less  confi- 
dence in  the  measure,  it  was  committed  to  our  agents 
as  one  which  might  be  resorted  to,  if  it  promised  to 
promote  our  success. 

Mr.  Eaton,  however,  (our  late  Consul,)  on  his  return 
from  the  Mediterranean,  posseMing  personal  knowl- 
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edge  of  the  icene,  and  haying  confidence  in  t)ie  effect 
of  a  joint  operation,  we  authorized  Commodore  Barron, 
then  proceeding  with  his  squadron,  to  enter  into  an 
understanding  with  Hamet,  if  he  should  deem  it  T|se- 
All;  and  as  it  was  represented  that  he  would  need 
some  aids  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  even  of  mo- 
ney, he  wad  authorized  to  furnish  them  to  a  moderate 
extent,  According  to  the  prospect  of  utility  to  be  ex- 
pected from  it.  In  order  to  avail  him  of  the  advantages 
of  Mr.  Eaton's  knowledge  of  circumstances,  an  occa- 
sional employment  was  provided  for  the  latter  as  an 
agent  for  the  Navy  in  that  sea.  Our  expectation  was, 
that  an  intercourse  should  be  kept  up  between  the  ex- 
Bashaw  and  the  Commodore,  'that  while  the  former 
moved  on  by  land,  our  squadron  should  proceed  with 
equal  pace,  so  as  to  arrive  at  their  destination  together, 
and  to  attack  the  common  enemy  by  land  and  sea  at 
the  same  time.  The  instructions  of  June  6  to  Com- 
modore Barron  show  that  a  co-operation  only  was  in- 
tended,' and  by  no  means  a  union  of  our  object  with 
the  fortune  of  the  ex-Bashaw ;  and  the  Commodore's 
letters  of  March  22  and  May  19,  prove  that  he  had  the 
most  correct  idea  of  ourjntentions.  His  verbal  instruc- 
tions, indeed,  to  Mr.  Eaton  and  Captain  Hull,  if  the 
expressions  are  accurately  committed  to  writing  by 
those  gentlemen,  do  not  limit  the  extent  of  his  co;H>pe- 
ration  as  rigorously  as  he  probably  intended ;  but  it  is 
certain,  from  the  ex-Bashaw's  letter  of  Januaiy  3d, 
written  when  he  was  proceeding  to  join  Mr.  Eaton, 
and  in  which  he  says,  "  your  operations  should  be  car- 
ried on  by  sea,  mine  by  land,"  that  he  left  the  positioji 
in  which  he  was,  with  a  proper  idea  of  the  nature  of 
the  co-operation.  If  Mr.  Eaton's  subsequent  conven- 
tion should  appear  to  brmg  forward  other  objects,  his 
letter  of  April  29th  and  May  l8t,vidw8  this  convention 
but  as  provisional;  the  second  article,  as  he  expressly 
states,  guarding  it  against  any-ill  effect,  and  his  letter 
of  June  30th  confirms  this  construction. 

In  the  event  it  was  found,  that,  after  placing  the 
ex-Bashaw  in  possession  of  Deme,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant cities  and  provinces  of  the  country,  where  he 
had  resided  himself  as  Governor,  he  was  totally  unable 
to  command  any  resources,  or  to  bear  any  part  in  co- 
aperation  with  us.  This  hope  was  then  at  an  end^  and 
we  certainly  had  never  contemplated,  nor  were  we  px«- 
pared  to  land  an  .aimy  of  our  own,  or  to  raise,  pay, 
or  subsist,  an  army  of  Arabs* to  march  from  Deme  to 
Tripoli,  and  to  carry  on  a  land  war  at  such  a  distance 
from  our  resources.  Our  means  and  our  authority 
were  merely  naval,  and  that  sudi  were  the  expecta- 
tions of  Hamet,  his  letter  of  June  29th  is  ail  unequiv- 
ocal acknowledgment.  While,  therefore,  an  impression 
from  the  capture  of  Derne  might  still  operate  at  Trip- 
oli, and  an  attack  on  that  place  from  our  squadron  was 
daily  expected,  Colonel  Lear  thought  it  the  best  mo- 
ment to  listen  to  overtures  of  peace,  then  made  by  the 
Bashaw*  He  did  so,  and  while  urging  provisions  for 
the  United  States,  he  paid  attention  also  to  the  inter- 
ests of  Hamet,  but  was  able  to  effect  nothing  more  than 
to  engage  the  restitution  of  his  family,  and  even  the 
persevering  in  this  demand,  suspended  for  some  time 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty. 

In  operations  at  such  distance,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  leave  much  to  the  discretion  of  the  agents  employed, 
but  events  may  still  turn  up  beyond  the  limits  of  that 
discretion.  Unable  in  such  a  case  to  consult  his  Gov- 
ernment, a  zealous  citizen  will  act  as  he  believes  that 
would  dbect  him,  were^  it  apprized  of  the  drcumstan- 
OM,  and  will  take  on  himself  the  responsibility.    In  all 


these  cases  the  purity  and  patriotism  of  the  motives 
should  shield  the  agent  from  blame,  and  even  secure  a 
sanction  where  the  error  is  not  too  injurious.  Should 
it  be  thought  by  any,  that  the  verbal  instructions  said 
to  have  been  given  by  Commodore  Barron  to  Mr.  Ea- 
ton amount  to  a  stipulation  that  the  United  States 
should  place  Hamet  Caramalli  on  the  throne  of  Tripoli, 
a  stipulation  so  entirely  unauthorized,  so  &r  beyond 
our  views,  and  so  onerous,  could^  not  be  sanctioned  by 
our  Government,  or  should  Hamet  Caramalli;  contrary 
to  the  evidence  of  his  letters  of  January  3d  and  June 
29th,  be  thought  to  have  left  the  position  which  he  now 
seems  to  regret,  under  a  mistaken  expectation  that  we 
were  at  all  events  to  place  him  on  his  throne^  on  an  ap- 
peal to  the  liberality  of  the  nation,  something  equiva- 
lent  to  the  replacing  him  in  his  former  situation  might 
be  worthy  its  consideration. 

A  nation,  by  establishing  a  character  of  liberality 
and  magnanimity,  gains  in  the  friendship  and  respect 
of  others  more  than  the  worth  of  mere  money.  'This 
appeal  is  now  made  by  Hamet  Caramalli  to  (he  United 
States.  The  ground  he  has  taken  being  different,  not 
only  from  our  views,  but  from  those  expressed  by  him* 
self  on  former  occasions,  Mr.  Eaton  was  desired  to  state 
whether  any  verbal  communications  passed  from  him 
to  Hamet,  which  had  varied  what  we  saw  in  vrriting. 
His*  answer  of  December  fith,  is  herewith  transmitted, 
and  has  rendered  it  still  more  necessary,  that,  in  pre- 
senting to  the  Legislature  the  application  of  Hamet, 
I  should  present  them  at  the  same  time  an  exact  state- 
ment of  the  views  and  proceedings  of  the  Executive, 
through  this  whole  business,  that  they  may  clearly  un- 
derstand tl)e^  ground  on  which  we  are  placed.  It  is 
accompanied  by  all  the  papers  which  bear  any  relation 
to  the  principles  of  the  co-operation,  and  which  can  ior 
form  their  judgment  in  deciding  on  tjie  application  of 
Hamet  Caramalli. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jaituabt  13, 1806. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 
And  OQ  motioDj  the  House  adjourned. 

TuESDAT,  January  14. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  French  settlers  of  Qalliopolis,  grantees, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1795,  of  20,000  acres  of  land, 
situated  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  nearly  opposite 
the  mouth  of  Little  Sandusky,  on  condition  that 
they  settle  the  same  within  five  years  from  the 
date  of  the  letters  patent,  and  stating  that  they, 
being  ignorant  of  this  condition,  are  liable  to  lose 
rfoeir  lands,  although  for  tbe  space  of  four  years 
.they  have  paid  the  taxes  thereon,  and  praying  the 
interposition  of  Congress  in  their  behalf;  and  the 
petition  was  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  WCr- 
THiNQTON,  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  and  Adair,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted ;  and  or- 
dered to  lie  for  consideration : 

Resohed,  That  that  part  of  the  President's  MeMCg» 
which  relates  to  the  spoliations  of  our  commeitse  on  the 
high  seas,  and  informs  us  of  the  new  princi;rfeB  assum- 
ed by  the  British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for 
the  condenuation  of  our  vessels  in  their  prize  ooart<» 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

And,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  January  15. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  now  render  to  CongreM  an  account  of  the  grant  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  contingent  charges  of 
GoTernment,  by  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1805.  Of  that 
sum  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  fiAy 
cents  have  been  necessarily  applied  to  the  support  of 
the  Territorial  governments  of  Michigan  and  Louisiana, 
until  an  opportunity  could  occur  of  making  a  specific 
appropriation  for  that  purpose.  The  balance^  of  eigh- 
teen thousand  and  twelve  dollars  fifty  cents,  regains  in 
the  Treasury. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jaxuart  15,  1806. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate,  for  the  information  of  Gongreas,  the 
Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operations  of 
that  institution  during  the  last  year. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jahtart  15,  1806. 

The  Messages  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  that,  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  commerce  on  the 
high  seas,  and  informs  us  of  the  new  principles  assum- 
ed by  the  British  Courts  of  Admu-alty,  as  a  pretext  for 
the  condemnation  of  our  vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Adams  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  striking  out  "a  special  commit- 
tee," and  inserting  the  words  *'the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants of  New  York  3  and,  on  appeal  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  President,  it  was  determined  that 
this  motion  for  amendment  was  not  in  order,  the 
15th  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate 
stating  that  all  committees  shall  be  appointed  by 
ballot  and  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  make  a 
choice. 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  this  motion  be  agreed 
tol  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeaa 
25,  nays  3,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Fenner,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Kitchftl, 
Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  &nith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  Nevr  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennes- 
see, Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Tracy,  Turner,  White, 
Worthington,  and  Wright 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Pickering,  and  Plumer. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted ;  and 
Ordered,  That  Messrs*  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Mitchill,  Anderson,  Logan,  Tracy,  Adams, 
aiud  Baldwin,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Logan  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
diants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
stating  ^  at  a  moment  of  distress,  and  in  a  season 
of  solicitude,  resulting  from  a  novel  and  peculiar 
affection  of  the  commercial  interests  of  their  coun- 
try," certain  considerations  of  the  rninous  inter- 


ference of  the  belligerent  nations  with  neutral 
comroeVce  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Ander-^ 
SON,  Logan,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Mitobill, 
Tract,  Adams,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  20th  December  last,  for  leave 
to  brioff  in  a  bill  to  sospend  the  commercial  inter- 
course oetween  the  United  Slates  and  the  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo;  and,  on  the  question, 
Shall  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  the  bill  ?  it  pass- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adair,  Anderaon,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Ooitdit,  Fenner,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan 
Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith,  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Sumter,  Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nats—* Messrs.  Hillhouse,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plu- 
mer, Tracy,  and  White. 

So  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  it 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 


Thursday,  January  10. 

The  bill  to  suspend  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  French  island 
of  St.  Domingo  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Logan,  Baldwin, and  Oilman, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from .  the  committee 
appointed  the  siilh  instant,  on  the  subject,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  asso- 
ciates, the  Societv  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  cer- 
tain lands ;  and  tne  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WniGHT  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
protection  and  indemnification  of  American  sea- 
men. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  purchasers  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  in  the  now  State  of  Ohio,  praying  an  ex- 
tension of  the  time  for  their  future  payment,  and 
a  remission  of  interest  on  their  several  instal- 
ments, for  reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  Messrs.  Smith  of  Ohio,  Bradley,  Tract, 
Baldwin,  and  Anderson,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

FridaT;  January  17. 

On  motion,  the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the 
doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  were  closed ;  and, 
after  the  consideration  of  the  confidential  busi- 
ness, 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

In'  my  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the 
opening  of  their  present  session,  I  submitted  to  their 
attention,  among  other  subjects,  the  oppreasion  of  our 
commerce  and  navigation  by  the  irregular  practices  of 
armed  vessels,  public  and  private ;  and  by  the  introdue- 
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tion  of  new  principles,  derogatmy  oi  the  liglite  of  neii- 

traJs,  and  unacknowledged  bj  (he  naagea  of  nattoni. 

The  memorials  of  seireral  bodies  of  merchants  of  the 
United  States  are  now  communicated,  and  will  develope 
Aese  principles  and  pnctices,  which  are  producing  the 
most  ruinous  effects  on  ooj  lawful  commerce  and  naT- 
igation. 

The  rights  of  a  neutral  to  carry  on  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  every  part  of  the  dominions  of  a  bellig- 
erent, permitted  by  the  laws  of  the  c^mnti^,  (with  the 
exception  of  blockaded  ports  and  contraband  of  war,) 
was  believed  to  have  been  decided  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  States,  by  the  sentence  of  their  com- 
missioners mutually  appointed  to  decide  on  that  and 
other  questions  of  difference  between  the  two  nations, 
and  by  the  actual  payment  of  the  damages  awarded  by 
them  against  Great  Britain  for  the  infractions  of  that 
right  When,  therefore,  it  was  perceived  that  the  same 
principle  was  revived,  with  others  more  novel,  and  ex- 
tending the  injury,  instructions  were  given  to  the  Min- 
ifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court 
of  London,  and  remonstrances  duly  made  by  him  on 
this  subject,  as  wjll  appear  by  documents  transmitted 
herewith.  These  were  ibilowed  by  a  partial  and  tem- 
porary suspension  only,  without  any  disavowal  of  the 
principle.  He  has,  therefore,  been  instructed  lo  urge 
tbis  subject  anew,  to  bring  it  more  fully  to  the  bar  of 
reason,  and  to  insist  on  rights  too  evident  and  too  im- 
portant to  be  surrendered.  In  the  mean  time  the  evil 
is  proceeding,  under  adjudications  founded  on  the  prin^ 
ciple  which  is  denied.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
subject  presents  itself  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

On  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  our  remonstrances 
have  never  been  intermitted.  A  hopei  existed  at  one 
moment  of  an  arrangement  which  might  have  been  sub- 
mitted to,  but  it  soon  passed  away,  and  the  practice, 
though  relaxed  at  times  in  the  distant  seas,  had  been 
constantly  pursued  in  those  in  our  neighboriiood.  The 
grounds  on  which  the  reclamationi  on  this  subject  have 
been  urged ^ will  appear  in  an  extract  from  instructions 
to  our  Minister  at  London  now  communicated. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

JAKVAmx  17,  1806. 

The  Message  and  document  therein  referred  to 
were  in  part  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration. ' 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
sociates, in  the  Society  of  Harmony,  16  purchase 
ceruin  lands,  was  considered  asin  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed. 

Mr.  WoRTsiMOTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  14th  instant  the  peti- 
tion of  the  French  settlers  of  Galliopol is  resj^cting 
lands  located  by  them  on  the  river  Ohio,  requested 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  Slst  of  December 
last,  the  petition  of  Pnilip  L.  Jones  and  others, 
lawyers,  prdctisine  at  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court  of  the  Territory  of  New  Orleans, 
Sisked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

A  confidential  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
itsentaiives,   by  Messrs  Bidwell  and   Eablt, 

two  of  their  members,  as  follows : 
Mr. President  :  We ar6  directed, bv  the  House 

of  Representatives,  in  confidence,  to  bring  to  the 

Senate  a  bill^  entitled  **An  act  making  provi^sion 


for  defraying  any  extraordinary  exnenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  Unitea  States  and  for- 
eign nations ;"  in  which  they  reqaest  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
readioff. 

Ordered^  That  the  message  and  bill  last  read, 
be  considered  confidential,  and  that  secrecy  be 
observed  by  the  members  and  officers  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
T<0  ike  Senate  and  House  of  JtepreeentaUtei : 

The  enclosed  letter,  from  the  Minister  Plknipoten- 
tiaiy  of  the  United  States  at  the  Coort  of  London, 
contains  interesting  information  on  the  subjects  of  my 
other  message,  of  th»  date.  It  is  sent  separately  and 
confidentially,  because  its  publication  may  discourage 
frank  communications  between  our  Ministers  generally, 
and  the  Governments  with  which  they  reside^  aiul 
especially  between  the  same  Ministers. 

TH.  JEFrERSGN. 

jAirvAav  17,  1806. 

The  Message  and  letter  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  conaideratiou. 


Monday.  January  .20* 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on>  the  6th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  appropriating  a  further  sum  of  money 
to  purchase  maps  and  books  for  the  library,  made 
report  in  part ;  and  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  library ;  whicn  was  read  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading.  The  report  is  as 
follows: 

By  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
make  further  provision  for  the  removal  and  aceommo* 
dation  of  the  Government  ot  the  United  States,"  passed 
24th  April,  1800,  ^,000  were  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  such  books  ss  might  be  necessary  for  the  use 
of  Congress,  then  about  to  remove  from  PhUadelphia 
and  hold  its  sessions  at  Washington,  andibr  fitting  up 
a  suitable  chamber  for  containing  them,  and  placing 
them  thereiq.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  were  directed 
to  be  the  purchasers,  pursuant  to  such  directions  as 
should  be  given,  and  such  catalogue  as  should  be  ftir* 
nished  by  a  jyint  committee  of  both  Houses  of  Congreas. 
The  account  herewith  exhibited  shows  in  what  manner* 
and  to  what  amount,  the  money  so  appropriated  has 
been  expended. 

Afterwards,  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  '*Act  con* 
ceming  the  library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress" passed  26th  January,  1802,  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  said  $5,000,  together  with  snch  sums  aa 
may  be  hereafter  appropriated  to  the  same  purpose,  is 
ordered  to  belaid  out  under  the  direction  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee, to  ooasist  of  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  maps. 

The  committee  almost  hesitate  to  add  a  sentence,  to 
enforce  thepfopriety  of  increasing  the  number  ahready 
bought  for  Congress.  Every  member  knows  that  toe 
inquiries  of  standing  and  select  committees  cannot  hera 
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be  aided  by  large  public  libraries,  as  in  New  York,  Bal- 
timorei  and  Philadelphia.  '  Nor  has  it  hitherto  appeared 
that  so  much  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  private  col- 
lections at  the  present  seat  of  Government,  as  in  those 
large  cities.  Every  week  of  the  session  causes  addi- 
tional regret  that  the  volumes  of  literature  and  science, 
within  the  reach  of  the  National  Legislature,  are  not 
more  rich  and  ample.  The  want  of  geographical  illus- 
tration is  truly  distressing ;  and  the  deficiency  of  histori- 
cal and  political  works  is  scarcely  less  severely  felt.  There 
is,  however,  no  danger  of  realizing  the  story  of  a  petr- 
Kamentum  indodum  in  this  country ,  especially  if  steps 
be  seasonably  taken  to  fumiBh  the  libraiy  with  such 
materials  as  will  enable  statesmen  to  be  correct  in  their 
investigations,  and,  by  a  beeoming  display  of  erudition 
and  research,  give  a  higher  dignity  and  a  brighter  lustre 
to  truth. 

The  copy  of  a  letter  dated  23d  of  September, 
1805,  from  Mr.  Monroe,  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  the  British  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  the  United  States,  of  the  17th  instant,  was 
read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making^  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appro- 
priation for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1805 ;" 
m  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
tormbrrow,  ask  leave  to  brin?  in  a  bill  authoriz- 
ing the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Hickendall,  a  wounded  officer  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  praying  that  the  half-pay  of  a  captain 
may  be  allowed  him  on  account  of  his  wounds 
and  disabilities  in  service ;  and  the  petition  was 
read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  20th  December  last  on  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  making  provision  for  persons  that 
have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds  received 
in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,"  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  confidential  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  defraying  any  extraordinary  ex- 
penses attending  the  intercourse  between  the  Uni* 
ted  States  and  foreign  nations,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow, 

AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Affreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  16th  instant, 
Mr.  Wright  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brinff 
in  the  following  bill ;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading: 

A  Bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  of  Amer- 
can  seamen. 

Whereas,  by  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and 
Navigation,  made  between  His  Britannic  Majeety  and 
the  United  States,  at  London,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 


November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  by  the  first  article  of  said  treaty,  it  is  agreed  that 
*<  there  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  universal  peace, 
and  a  true  and  sincere  firiendship  between  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  his  heirs,  tod  successors,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  ;  and  between  their  respective  coun- 
tries, territories,  cities,  towns,  and  people,  of  every  de- 
gree, without  exception  of  persons  or  places."  And 
whereas,  in  direct  .violation  of  said  treaty,  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty  has  caused  to  be  impressed  out  of  the 
ships  of  the  United  States,  sailing  on  the  high  seas,  di- 
vers citizens  of  the  said  United  States ;  and  has  com- 
pelled them  to  serve  on  board  the  ships  of  war  of  His 
said  Britannic  Majesty,  in  violation  of  their  liberty, 
and  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives ;  and  in  despite  of  the 
remonstrances  of  the  Government  of  the  said  United 
States,  continues  said  unjust  practice ;  and  the  seamen 
of  the  United  States  so  impressed,  by  force,  retains  in 
his  service.  And  whereas  the  United- States  are  sol- 
emnly bound  to  protect  all  those  who  are  bound  in  al- 
legiance to  the  said  United  States :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rtmre' 
sentaiivee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con" 

grese  aesembledy  That,  firom  and  after  the day  of 

next,  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  impress 

any  seamen  on  board  any  vessel  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any 
river,  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  under  pretext  or  color  of  a 
commission  firom  any  foreign  Power,  shall,  for  every 
such  offence  be  adjudged  a  pirate  and  felon ;  and,  on 
conviction,  shall  'su^er  death.  And  the  trial  in  any 
such  case  may  be  had  where  the  offender  is  apprehend- 
ed or  may  be  first  brought 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  American  seaman,  sailing  under  the  flag 
of  the  United  States,  on  any  person  or  persons  attempt- 
ing, to  impress  him,  by  force,  from  on  board  any  vessel 
of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  seas,  or  in  any 
river,  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  to  repel  such  force  by  shoot- 
ing, or  otherwise  killing  and  destroying  the  person  or 
persons  so  attempting  to  impress  him,  and  shall,  as  an 
encouragement  to  resist,  be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  him  or  his  order,  or  legal 
representatives,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  bn  infor- 
mation being  given  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  proving  satisfactorily  to  him,  that  any  citizen  of 
tile  United  States,  who  shaO  have  been  impressed  or 
forced  by  violence  or  threats,  to  enter  on  board  any 
foreign  vessel,  shall  suffer  death,  or  any  other  corpore- 
al punishment,  by  the  anthorityof  such  foreign  Power, 
it  shall  be  lavrfiil  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  the  most  rigorous  and  exact  retaliation  on  any 
subjects  of  that  Government,  whom  he  is  hereby  au* 
thorized  to  seize  and  take  for  that  purpose* 

Sec  4.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  every  Ame- 
rican seaman,,  heretofore  or  hereafter,  impressed  and 
compelled  to  serve  on  board  aqy  foreign  ship  or  vessel, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  as  an  indemniiScation  for 
his  slavery  and  hardships  on  board  the  ship  in  which 
he  has  been,  or  shall  be  compelled  to  serve,  from  the 
day.  of  his  impressment,  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  per 
month,  for  every  month  he  has  or  shall  serve  on  board 
said  ship  or  ships ;  and  that  the  said  seaman,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  be  entitled 
to  recover  the  same  in  the  district  court  of  the  State  in 
which  the  port  lies  firom  which  the  vessel  cleared  for 
the  voyage  in  which  he  was  taken,  by  attachment  of 
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any  private  debt  dae  from  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States  to  any  subject  of  that  GoTemment,  by  whose 
subjects  he  had  been  impressed ;  and  that  any  sums  of 
money  so  attached  out  of  the  hands  of  any  debtor^  shall 
be  a  payment  of  so  moch  of  said  debt,  and  may  be 
pleaded  in  payment  or  discount  to  the  amount  of  the 
said  sum  so  attached,  and  all  the  c6sts  of  said  attach- 
ment, which  shaU  be  allowed  as  a  payment  of  that 
amount  in  any  suit  for  said  debt  And  that  so  much  of 
the  Treaty  of  London,  of  the  nineteenth  of  November, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  as  se- 
cures the  inviolability  of  such  debts,  as  will  be  infringed 
by  the  attachments  Or  recoveries  hereby  authorized, 
shall  not  (so  for  as  is  necessary  in  the  execution  of 
this  act  only)  be  regarded  as  legally  obligatory  on  the 
Government  or  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

On  introdtieing  this  bill  Mr.  Wright  spoke  as 
follows :  Mr.  President — As  introductory  to  the 
consideratioa  of  the  merits  of  this  bill,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  present  de^aded  state  of  impressed  American 
seamen^  thousands  of  whom  have  been  pressed 
on  board  the  British  ships  of  war,  and  compelled, 
by  whips  and  scourges,  to  work  like  galley  slaves ; 
whither  they  have  been  forced,  b)r  the  hand  of 
violence,  from  on  board  our  own  ships^  sailing  on 
the  high  seas,  under  the  fla^  of  the  United  States, 
carrying  the  spare  productions  of  the  toil  of  the 
American  planter  and  merchant,  to  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, or  returning  with  their  proceeds. 

In  doing  this,  I  wish  not  to  enlist  your  sympa- 
thies, but  only  to  present  to  vou  a  correct  state  of 
the  facts  on  which  this  bill  is  predicated;  facts 
that  stand  recorded'  in  the  official  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  black  catalogue  of  im- 
pressments. 

I  will  next  pr^ent  to  your  view  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  Legislatire  and  Ezecutire  Depart- 
ments of  the  jQovernment  of  the  United  States 
for  their  redress. 

In  the  year  1796,  Congress,  by  law,  (3  vol.  322,) 
directed  Agents  to  be  appointed,  to  reside  in  Great 
Britain,  and  in  such  foreign  ports  as  the  Presi- 
dent might  direct,  whose  duty  it  should  be,  to 
inquire  into  the  situation  of  such  American  citi- 
zens, or  others,  sailing  conforniably  to  the  law  of 
nations,  under  the  protection  of  the  American 
flag,  who  had  been,  or  should  be  impressed,  by  any 
foreic^n  Power,  and  to  endeavor  by  all  legal  means 
to  obtain  their  release ;  and  to  render  an  account 
of  all  impressments  and  detentions,  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States. 

They  also  directed  the  collectors  of  the  several 
ports,  on  proof  beinff  made  of  the  citizenship  of 
any  seaman,  to  ^ive  him  a  certificate  thereof,  un- 
der a  hope  that  it  would,  have  been  respected  in 
foreign  ports,  and  have  protected  him  from  im- 
pressment. This  certificate  acquired  the  name 
of  a  protection. 

They  also  directed,  "  That  every  captain  of  a 
'  vessel,  in  case  of  any  of  the  crew  being  impressed, 
'  shall  enter  his  protest  at  the  first  port  he  shall 
'  arrive  at,  with  the  nameand  residence  of  the  per- 
*  son,  and  transmit  immediately  hy  post  a  dupli- 
'  cate  of  such  protest,  to  the  nearest  Agent,  Min- 
'  ister^  or  Consul,  resident  in  sach  country,  and 


'  also,  on  his  arrival  in  America,  to  the  Secretary 
'  of  State.  And  that  every  captain  on  his  arrival 
'  at  any  port  of  the  United  States,  before  he  shall 
'  be  admitted  to  any  entry  of  his  vessel,  shall  be 
'  required  by  the  collector  to  declare  on  oath, 

*  whether  any  of  the  crew  have  been  impressed, 
'  which  he  shall  take  under  the  penalty  of  one 

*  hundred  dollars,  and  the  collector  is  bound  to 
'  return  a  list  of  all  impressments,  so  communi- 

*  cated  to  him,  to  the  Secretary  of  State." 

In  1799,  the  Secretary  of  State  is  directed  by 
law^  (4  vol,  503,)  '^  To  lay  before  Congress  an- 
^  nually,  a  statement  of  all  impressments  reported 

*  to  him,  that  they  might  be  officially  and  pre- 
'  cisely  informed  of  the  state  of  our  impressed 
'  seamen." 

Under  these  legislative  provisions,  and  the  inter- 
vention of  our  agents  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
hundreds  of  our  seamen  i^o  doubt  have  beea 
discharged. by  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  while  at 
the  same  time,  and  under  the  same  authority, 
the  impressments  kept  pace  with  the  dischar* 
ges,  so  that  instead  of  redressing  the  wrong,  it 
was  only  inflicted  in  routine,  thereby  adding  in- 
sult to  injury.  This  all-important  subject,  from 
its  commencement,  has  also  been  particularly 
attended  to  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 
Our  Ministers  at  London,  during  three  successive 
administrations,  have  been  specially  charged  with 
it.  and  we  have  witnessed  tneir  diplomatic  exer« 
tibns  to  bring  this  lawless  and  cruel  practice  to  aa 
end,  but  all  to  no  eflect.  And  now  we  are  informed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  Mes- 
sage of  the  17th  January  last,  that  "on  the  im- 
^  pressment  of  our  seamen,  our  remonstrances 
'  have  never  been  intermitted  j  a  hope  existed  at 
'  one  moment,  of  an  arrangment  that  might  have 
'  been  submitted  to,  but  it  soon  passed  away,  and 
'  the  practice,  though  relaxed  at  times  in  the  dis- 
\  tant  seas,  has  been  constantly  pursued  in  those 

*  in  our  neighhorhood." 

This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  prospect  presented 
to  our,  view,  whereby  thousands  of  our  unfortu- 
nate seamen,  that  hardy  and.  invaluable  class  of 
citizens,  are  consigned  to  the  most  intolerable 
bondage,  by  the  imperious  mandate  of  a  British 
naval  officer,  whose  word  is  the  supreme  law 
from  which  there  is  no  appeal;  and  which  gloomy 
prospect  we  are  now  informed,  by  the  highest 
authority,  there  is  not  a  spark  of  hope  left  to  en- 
lighten. 

Sir,  I  have  invited  you  to  investigate  this  sub- 

i'ect  with  the  eye  of  temper,  but  at  the  same  time, 
trust,  that  the  nation's  justice  will  not  be  com- 
promitted^  by  exceeding  the  bounds  of  modera- 
tion, for  It  has  its  limits ;  and  we  are  informed 
by  the  laws  of  nations,  (Vat.  433,  sec.  352,)  "  that  . 

*  the  true  and  just  welfare  of  the  nation  is  the 
'  ^rand  rule.  Moderation  is  always  laudable  in 
^  Itself,  but  the  conductors  of  nations  ought  to 
^  make  use  of  it,  only  so  far  as  it  is  consistent  with 
'  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  people."  Un- 
der this  view  of  the  subject,  can  we  submit  to  this 
state  of  things?  That  is  the  question.  I  have 
presumed  not ;  and  under  that  presumption,  I  have 
Drought  the  subject  before  this  Senate  in  the  shape 
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it  is  presented  in  this  bill.  Sir,  I  wish  it  to  be 
recollected  that  the  infant  state  of  our  navy  sup- 
presses every  hope  of  redress  on  the  element  of 
our  wrongs,  and  that  this  is  a  measure  of  -neces- 
sity, not  of  choice.  Wherefore,  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  thought  too  nervous,  when  it  is  considered  that 
we  have  just  cause  of  war.  I  will  therefore  dow, 
sir,  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  merits  of 
this  bill. 

The  first  clause  states  that,  in  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce  and  Navigation, 
made  at  London  on  the  19th  of  November,  1794, 
His  Britannic  Majesty  had  caused  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  sailing  tinder  the  flag  of  the 
United  States.  The  treaty  (2d  vol.  L.  U.  S.,  p. 
464)  secures  the  inviolability  of  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  the  respective  Powers ;  and  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  law  of  nations,  (Vat.  655,  sec.  39,) 
**  that  a  nation  acts  against  the  nature  and  essence 
'  of  every  treaty  of  peacC)  nay,  against  peace  itself, 
'  by  deliberately  and  wantonly  offending  him, 
'  with  whom  peace  has  been  made,  and  treating 
^  him  or  his  subjects  incompatible  with  peace,  and 
'  which  he  cannot  suffer,  without  being  wanting 

*  to  himself."  But  it  may  be  said  that  this  has 
not  been  authorized  by  the  British  Government. 
Let  us  examine  that  tact.  It  is  declared  by  the 
law  of  nations,  (Vat.  252,  sect's  73,  74, 76,)  *•  that. 
'  however,  as  it  is  impossible  for  the  best  regulated 
'  State,  or  for  the  most  vigilant  and  absolute  Sov- 
^  erei^n,  to  model,  at  his  pleasure,  all  the  actions 
'  of  his  subjects,  and  to  confine  them,  on  every  oc- 
^  casion,  to  the  most  exact  obedience,  it  would  be 
^  unjust  to  impute  to  the  natio;a  or  to  the  Sover- 
'  eign  all  the  faults  of  the  citizens ;  we  ought  not, 
'  then,  to  say,  in  general,  that  we  have  received 
'  an  injury  from  a  nation,  because  we  have  re- 
'  ceived  it  from  one-  of  its  members." 

*^  But  if  a  nation,  or  its  leader,  approves  and 

*  ratifies  the  fact  committed  by  a,  citizen,  it  makes 
'  the  act  its  own ;  the  offence  oueht,  then,  to  be 

*  attributed  to  the  nation  as  the  author  of  the  true 
'  injury,  of  which  the  citizen  is  perhaps  only  the 

*  instrument." 

"If  the  Sovereign  disavows  the  act,' he  ought 
'  to  inflict  on  the  oflbnder  exemplary  punish- 
•ment." 

So  far  I  have  called  in  aid  the  law  of  nations : 
I  will  now  refer  to  th^  form  of  the  authority  in 
the  case  of  impressment,  which  is  in  these  words : 
(Fost.  C.  L.  156.)  "  In  pursuance  of  His  Majes- 

*  ty's  Order  in  Council,  dated  the  19th  day  of  Jan- 

*  uary,  1742 ;  we  do  hereby  empower  you  to  im- 
^  press,  or  cause  to  be  impressed,  so  many  sea- 
'  men,"  dbe.  And  I  will  refer  you  to  the  facts  in 
your  own  possession,  that  His  Britannic  Majesty 
approves  the  act,  both  by  continuing  the  impress- 
ments, and  by  his  lately  promoting  the  Captain  of 
the  Cambrian  frigate,  (whom  he  recalled  to  ap- 
pease our  complaints  on  that  head,)  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  sbip-of-the*line ;  so  that  in  form,  in 
law,  and  in  fact.  His  Britannic  Majesty  has  caused 
the  impressment  of  our  seame4n,  or  he  must  have 
punished,  and  not  promoted  so  notorious  an  of- 
fender. On  this  pomt  I  presume,  then,  there  can 
be  no  doubt. 


Mr.  President,  I  have  thought  it  neither  unpro- 
fitable or  irrelevant  to  the  present  subject,  to  ex- 
amine the  rightjof  impressing  British  subjects. 

British  jurists  have  more  than  questioned  this 
right,  and  the  British  Parliament  have,  I  pre- 
sume, decided  the  question. 

Sir  Edward  Coke  (2  Inst.  47)  says:  "  The  King 

*  cannot  send  any  suoject  against  his  will  out  of 
^  the  realm,  not  even  into  Ireland,  for  then,  under 
^  pretence  of  service',  he  might  send  him  into  ban* 
'  ishment."  (H.  H.  P.  C.  Notes,  679.)  In  Hales  H. 
P.  C,  it  is  declared  ^*  repugnant  to  the  liberty  of 

*  an  Englishman,  and  irreconcilable  to  the  estab- 
'  lished  rules  of  law,  that  a  man.  without^  any 
^  offence  by  him  committed,  or  any  law  to  author- 

*  ize  it,  should  be  hurried  away,  like  a  criminal, 

*  from  his  friends  and  family,  and  carried  by  force 

*  into  a  dangerous  service." 

That  the  common  law  did  not  admit  of  such  a 
practice,  must  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  who,  in  the  time  of  Charles  L, 
passed  a  statute  (16  C.  },  c.  5)  ^  to  authorize  the 
^  impressment  of  soldiers  and  seao^en  for  sea-ser- 
^  vice  beyond  sea,"  which  soon  after  expired,  be- 
ing of  short  duration.  They  might  also  have  been 
of  the  same  opinion  in  the  time  of  (2  and  3  Ann, 
o.  19;  3  and  4  Ann,  c.  11 ;  4  Ann,  c.  10;  5  Ann, 
c.  15;  6  Ann,  c.  10)  dtteen  Ann,  when  a  number 
of  statutes,  of  a  very  short  duration,  passed  in 
Parliament,  in  the  sa^e  terms  as  the  statute  of 
Charles  above  stated.     I  presume  they  would 
never  have  passed  laws  to  have  authorized  a  pro- 
ceedinff  that  was  justifiable  by  the  common  law. 
Judge  Foster,  who  is  quoted  by  Britons  as  an  au- 
thority on  this  point,  shall  be  examined.  (Fos«  C. 
L.  157.)    He  states,  in  the  case  of  Broad  foot,  who 
was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Calahan,  "that. 
^  by  pressing  mariners  on  one  hand,  a  very  useful 
^  body  of  men  seem  to  be  put  under  hardships 
^  inconsistent  with  thd  temper  and  genius  of  a 
^  free  Qovernment ;  on  the  other,  the  necessity  of 
^  the  ease  seemeth  to  entitle  the  public  to  the  ser- 
^  vi(:e  of  this  body  of  men,  whenever  the  safety  of 
'  the  whole  calleth  for  it.    I  think  the  Crown  has 
'  a  right  to  command  the  service  of  these  people 
^  whenever  the  public  safety  calleth  for  it ;  the 
^  same  right  that  it  hath  to  require  the  person- 
'  al  service  of  every  man  able  to  bear  arms  in 
^  case  of  sudden  invasion  or  formidable  insurrec- 
'  tion.    The  right  in  both  cases  is  founded  on  one 
'  and  the  same  principle,  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
'  in  order  to  the  preservation  of  the  whole."  But, 
he  adds :  (Fost.  C.  L.,  154,)  "  If  it  be  asked,  where 
'  are  the  adjudged  cases,  on  which  he  groundeth 

*  his  opinion?  ne  freely  confesseth  that  he  hath 

*  not  met  with  one  on  which  the  legality  of  press- 

*  ing  for  the  sea-service  hath  directly  come  in  ques- 
^  tion.  He  states  that,  according  to  his  best  appre- 
Miension,  (having  thought  much  upon  the  sub* 

*  jeer,)  the  right  of  impressing  mariners  for  the 
'  public  service  is  a  prerogative,  inherent  in  the 
^  Cro\yn,  grounded  upon  the  common  law,  and 
'  recognised  by  many  acts  of  Parliament."  With 
great  deference  to  his  honor,  I  would  ask;  if  any- 
thing can  be  evidence  of  the  common  law,  but 
judicial  decisions  on  the  point,  which  he  admits 
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are  not  to  be  foaod  1  I  will  also  examine  the 
statutes  on  which  he  relies  as  recognising  this 
T\f(hu  I  would  here  obserre  that  he  holds  the 
soldier  and  seamen  alike  bound  by  the  same  law. 
and  it  would  (Fost.C.L^  166)  seem^  by  Admiral 
Seymour's  commissioo,  that  his  power  extended 
to  impress  ships,  captains,  masters,  pilots,  and  sea- 
men, as -well  as  all  other  persons  fit  for  the  pur- 
pose. This  was  for  the  sea  and  foreign  service, 
and  did  not  extend  to  land  soldiers,  as,  until  the 
24th  yearof  Charles  II.,  all  the  lands  were  held 
bv  military  tenures,  whereby  the  tenaats  were 
obliged  to  furnish  soldiers  and  everything  neces- 
sary for  them  in  war ;  but  by-  (24  C.  IL,  c.  12) 
these  tenures  were  abolished ;  and  I  question  much 
whether  the  statute  of  Charles  I.  extended  to  the 
feudal  tenants,  who  were  bound  to  serve  only  in 
England.  By  statute  of  Henry  VIL,  (7  H.  7,  c.  1) 
it  is  enacted  that,  if  aay  soldier,  being  no  captain 
immediately  retained  with  the  King,  which  shall 
be  in  wages,  and  retained,  or  take  any  pregt  to 
serve  the  King  upon  the  sea,  or  upOn  the  land 
beyond  sea,  depart  out  of  the  King's  service  with- 
out license  from  the  captain,  rt  shall  be  adjudged 
felony. 

The  statute  of  Henry  V{.  (18  H.  6,  c.  19)  against 
desertion,  was  construed  to  extend  to  soldiers  bound 
by  tenure,  or  covenant,  to  serve  on  land  ;  and  a 
question  was  made,  whether  soldiers  who  had 
taken  preet  to  serve  against  the  rebels  in  Ireland, 
were  liable  to  the  penalties  of  that  law?  which  was 
cleared  Dp  in  Parliament  in  these  words :  ^''  That 
'  the  said  statute  of  Henry^  VI.,  in  all  pains,  for- 
'  feitnres,  and  penalties,  did,  ^oth,  and  hereafter 
^  shallf  extend  as  well  to  every  nAariner  and  gun- 
'  ner  having  taken,  or  who  hereafter  shall  take, 
'  preMt^  or  wages,  to  serve  the  Q^ueen's  Majesty, 
^as  it  did,  or  doth,  to  soldiers;  any  opinion  to  the 
'  contrary  notwithstanding."  -These  are  the  stat- 
utes froTQ  whence  the  right  is  pretended  to  be  in- 
ferred— which,  I  presume,  go  to  show  that  the 
mariner  and  soldier  must  oe  enlisted  before  ihey 
are  liable  to  the  penalties  of  desertion,  aQd,  that  it 
is  by  contract,  and  not  by  force,  the  soldier  be- 
comes bound  to  serve,  and  that  the  right  is  found- 
ed in  the  prostitution  of  the  sound  of  the  word 
(Boy.  D.  Cow.  lost.  J.  L.  p.)  prest  for  the  sense, 
which  word  means  ''money  paid  to  a  soldier  or 
sailor  to  enlist.'?  Nor  is  it  at  all  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  a  right  founded  in  necessity — the  tyrant's 
plea — should  rest  on  a  pretext  so  flimsy,  or  that 
the  barriers  of  etymology  should  not  he  able  to 
withstand — as  necessity  has  no  law — the  physical 
force  of  a  pressrgaag.  And  although 'this  right 
of  the  seaman  to  be  exempt  from  service  but  on 
their  enlistment,  has  been^  under  the  claim  of  pre- 
rogative, substantially  violated,  yet  the  form  of 
the  commission  to  impress  retains  the  evidence  of 
this  violation.  It  is  in  these  words:  (Fost.  C.  L. 
15  e.)  '^  We  do  hereby  empower  and  direct  you  to 
^  impress,  or  cause  to  be  impressed;  so  many  sea- 
*  men,  dbc,  giving  unto  each  man  one  shilling  for 
\  press-money,"  dbc.  Thus  I  have  shown  that  Brit- 
ish Subjects  are  not  legally  bound,  unless  they  re- 
ceive preatj  or  bounty,  to  enlist ;  and,  to  avoid 
imposition,  it  is  provided  by  statute,  (5  and  6.  W. 


and  M.,  c.  15)  *^  That  no  person  shall  be  enlisted 
'•  for  the  land  service,  who  did  not,  in  the  presence 
^  of  a  magistrate,  high-constable,  dbc,  declare  his 
'  fnee  consent  to  be  enlisted  as  a  soldier." 

Can  we,  then,  submit  the  exercise  of  this  ro^al 
prerogative  right  to  be  enforced  on  those  sailing 
under  the. flag  of  the  United  States,  without* the 
limits  of  the  British  Empire  ? — a  practice.  Judge 
Blackstone  informs  us,  Britons  have  submitted  to 
with  great  reluctance— and.  will  it  not  be  said, 
that  we  are  wanting  to  ourselves,  if  we  should  not 
guard  our  seamen  against  this  outrage  by  all  the 
means  in  our  power?  But  it  may  be  said,  the 
British  Gk>vernment  has  a  right  to  the  service  of 
her  own  subjects.  I  have  shown,  not  by  impress- 
ment; and  I  will  now  show  that  they  have  the 
right  of  becoming  American  citizens,  and  being 
protected  in  that  right.  (Tuck.  Black.  1  vol.  p. 
145.)  "  B^  the  law  of  nature,  man  is  subject  to 
/  no  restraints,  and  may  pass  into  any  region." 
(Vat.  172,  sec.  225.)  /'By  the  law  of  nations, 
^  every  subject  has  a  right  to  expatriate  himself, 
'  and  seek  his  fortune  where  he  can  best  promote 
'  his  interest."  (1  Black.  Com.  265,  F.  N.  B.  85.) 
And  by  the  common  law,  every  Eiv|;lishman  may 
go  out  of  the  realm  without  the  King's  leave  for 
any  cause  he  pleaseth  ;  and  so  far -has  Britain  re- 
cognised this  ri^ht  in  others,  by  Parliament,  that, 
by  the  navigation  act,  one-fourth  of  every  ship's 
crew  may  be  foreigners.  (6  Ann,  c.  37.)  By  the 
statute  of  Ann,  three-fourths  may  be  foreigners, 
and  by  the  statute  of  Qeorge  IL,  (13  Geo.  2,  c.  3,} 
it  is  provided,  '*  That  any  foreigner  serving  on 
^  board  of  any  merchant  ship,  or  ship  of  war,  for 
^  two  years,  in  time  of  war,  snail,  ipee  facto^  be« 
*  come  aJ3ritish  subject,  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
'  l<^es  of  a  native-born  subject."  Thus,  we  see, 
Britain  invites  foreigners  into  her  service,  and 
secures  them  in  all  the  pri^leges  of  her  native 
subjects,  amon^  which,  protection  is  the  most  im- 
porunt.  Can  it  be,  then,  that  Britain  will  exer- 
cise a  right  that  is  not  legitimate,  lor  claim  for 
herself  what  she  denies  to  others?  If  not^  then 
she  admits  the  right  of  expatriation,  which  is 
established  by  the  law  of  nature,  of  nations,  and 
the  common  law,  and  tested  by  the  authority  of 
the  British  Parliament.  Can  we,  then,  feel  our- 
selves at  a  loss  for  authority  to  protect  those  who 
sail  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  when  we 
see  Biitain  not  only  inviting  foreigners  into  her 
service,  but  securing  them  protection  by  the  solem- 
nity of  a  statute?  Can  we  then,  I  say,  want  au- 
thority or  zeal  to  protect  our  citizens  in  their  rights^ 
secured  to  them  by  the  solemnity  of  a  Constitu- 
tion, under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  ? 

Mr.  President,  permit  me  here  to  observe,  that 
all  legitimate  government  is  derived  from  the 
people^  and  is  founded  in  compact  only,  and  in- 
tended for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  that  protection 
and  allegiance  are  reciprocal*  obligations,  each  so 
important,  that  in  ail  Governments,  in  all  a^es, 
thev  have  been  secured  by  the  solemnity  of  an 
oath. 

I  ask,  then,  is  not  the  conduct  of  Britain  a  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  our  seamen  ?  Are  they  not 
secured  in  these  righu  by  the  Constitution  ?  and 
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are  we  not  bound  by  the  most  solemn  obligation 
to  protect  them  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  ?  (  VaC. 
251,  sec.  1.)  "  Whosoever  uses  a  citizen  ill,  iodi- 
'  rectly  offends  the  State — which  ouffht  to  protect 
'  their  citizen^-^and  his  Sovereign  should  avenge 
'  the  injuries,  punish  the  aggressor,  and,  if  possi- 
'  ble,  oblige  him  to  make  entire  satisfaction  ;  since 
'  otherwise,  the  citizen  would  not  obtain  the  great 
'  end  of  the  civil  association,  which  is  safety." 

I  cannot  then  permit  myself  for  >a  moment  to 
suppose  that  a  right  so  important,  secured  by  ties 
80  solemn,  and  so  palpably  violated,  will  not  be 
protected  to  the  utmost  of  the  power  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  bjKall  the  legislative 
means  they  possess,  consistent  with  the  sound 
principles  of  legislation  and  good  government. 

By  the  Constitution,  Congress  are  to  define  and 
punish  piracy.  In  defining  piracy,  I  wish  them 
not  to  exercise  a  wild,  but  legal  discretion,  which 
is  itself  defined,  to  "discern  by  law  what  is  just." 
I  will  therefore  call  their  attention  to  the  subject, 
as  it  has  been  considered  hy  the  law  of  nations, 
the  common  and  statute  law  of  Great  Britain. 
By  the  law  of  nations,  (Mol.  D.  J.  M.  57,)  "  the 
'  attacking^ a  ship  at  sea  and  taking  away  some  of 

*  the  men  to  make  them  8lave8,'is  piracy." 

Bv  the  common  law,  (4  Blac.  Com.  72,  3  Inst. 
109,)  piracy  consists  in  "committing  those  acts  of 
^  robbery  and  depredation  upon   the  high  seas 

*  which  if  committed  unon  land  would  be  felony." 

"  Every  community  have  a  right  (4  Bl.  C,  c. 

*  71)  to  inflict  that  punishment  upon  a  pirate  by 
'  the  rule  of  self-defence,  which  an  individual 
'  would  in  a  state  of  nature  have  been  otherwise 
'  entitled  to,  for  any  invasion  of  his  person  or  pro- 
'  perty."  By  the  statute  of  Elizabeth.  (43.  Bliz.,) 
it  is  enacted  that  "  whoever  shall  hereafter,  with- 
'  oat  lawful  authorit^r,  take  any  of  Her  Majesty's 
'  subjects  against  their  will  and  detain  them  with 

*  force,  or  to  make  a  prey  or  spoil  of  his  person  or 
<  goods,  upon  deadly  feud,  or  otherwise,  should  be 
'  adjudged  and  taken  to  be  a  felon,  and  should  suf* 

*  fer  tbe  pains  of  death  without  benefit  of  clergy." 
This  statute  was  predicated  upon  a  state  of  tbiogs 
in  that  country,  not  more  intolerable  than  the 
present  state  of  American  seamen ;  nor  can  it  be 
considered  as  an  incorrect  exercise  of  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress  in  defining  piracy,  to  declare  the 
impresstnent  of  our  seamen,  and  consigning  them 
to  so  abject  a  slavery  as  they  are  subject  to  on 
board  British  ships  of  war,  piracy — ^wheo,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  by  the  common  law,  and  by  the 
statute  of  Elizabeth,  we  discover  ourselves  per- 
fectly justified  in  so  doinff;  and  I  trust  we  can 
never  find  ourselves  less  disposed  to  protect  our 
citizens  than  Britain  has  been  to  protect  her  sub- 
jects; nor  of  declaring  that  act  piracy  committed 
on  the  high  sea,  that  firitain  considers  a  felony  of 
death  committed  on  land.  Nor  can  we  feel  any 
difficulty  in  imposing  the  pains  of  death  on  the 
offender,  for  a  piracy  on  personal  liberty,  when 
we  impose  it  in  all  cases  of  piracy  on  property, 
and  when  we  consider  that  it  is  the  punishment 
imposed  by  all  nations  in  every  case  of  piracy. 
This  brings  me  to  the  second  section  of  the  bill, 
which  justifies  the  repelling  force  by  forces  and 


gives  a  premium  for  destroying  the  pirate,  whom 
all  writers  denounce  as  an  outlaw,  and  hold  it 
lawful  to  destroy.  Sir  Edward  Coke  (3  Inst.  113) 
says  a  pirate  b  "  Uostis  kumani  generis,"  which 
is  an  enemy  to  the  human  race.  ^'  That  an  out- 
'  lawed  felon  is  said  to  have  capul  Iwjpinum,  that 
^he  might  be  knocked  on  the  head  like  a  wolf  by 
<  any  one  that  should  meet  him,"  (Merr,  C.  4,  a.  4, 
Co.  Lit.  128 ;)  and  Judge  Blackstone  tells  us.  in 
more  modern  times.  (4  Bl.  70.')  that  ^^  a  pirate  has 
^  renounced  all  the  benefits  of  society  and  i^overn- 
^  ment,  and  has  reduced  himself  afresh  to  the  sav- 

*  age  state  of  nature  by  declaring  war  against  all 

*  manlind ;  all  mankind  must  declare  war  against 

*  him,  so  that  every  community  hath  a  right,  by 
^  the  rule  of  self-defence,  to  inflict  that  punish- 
^  ment  upon  him  which  every  individual  would 
Mn  a  state  of  nature  have  been  otherwise  entitled 
^  to  do,  for  any  invasion  of  his  person  or  property." 
Bjr  the  law  of  nations  (Vat.  137,  sec.  169)  "  The 
^  richt  of  punishing,  which  in  a  state  of  nature 
^  belonged  to  each  individual,  is  founded  in  the 
^  right  of  safety.  Every  man  has  therefore  a  right 
^  tQ  preserve  himself  from  injury,  and  by  force  to 
'  provide  for  his  own  security,  against  those  who 
c  unjustly  attack  him."  Nor  are  we  left  to  the 
elementary -writers  alone  to  sup[K>rt  this  doctrine. 
The  very  point  has  been  judicially  determined 
in  the  (Fost.  C.  L.  154)  case  of  Alexander  Broad- 
foot,  who  was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Corne- 
lius Calahan.  and  acquitted  by  Judge  Foster's 
direction  to  tne  jury.  The  case  wa^f  this:  "Cap- 
^  tain  Hanway  had  a  press  warrant,  with  this  di- 
^  rection  inserted  in  the  body  of  it:  ^  You  are  not 
^  to  entrust  aity  person  with  the  execution  of  this 

*  warrant  but  a  commissioned  officer,  and  to  insert 
'  his  name  and  office-  in  the  deputation  on  the 
'  other  side  hereof.'  He  endorsed.*  4  4o  hereby 
'  depute  A.  B.  a  Lieutenant  of  the  mortar  sloop 
^  to  unpress,  &c.'  On  26th  April)  1742,  Captain 
^  Hanway  being  at  anchor,  in  blingroad,  at  Bris- 
^  tol,  ordered  the  ship's  boat  down  the  cliannel,  to 
^  press  as  they  should  see  an  opportunity;  the 
'  Lientenant  staid  on  board  with  the  Captain.   In 

*  the  evening  the  boat  came  up  with  the  Bremea 

*  Factor,  in  that  part  of  the  channel  in  the  coun- 

*  ty  of  the  city  of  Bristol ;  some  of  the  crew  went 
'  on  board  in  order  to  press  men,  who  being  in- 
^  formed  that  one  or  two  gf  the  Bremen's  men 
'  were  concealed  in  the  nold,  Calahan  with  three 
'  others  went  thither  in  search  of  them,  where- 
^  upon  Broadfoot,  one  of  the  Bremen's  men  (who 

*  had  provided  a  blunderbuss  for  defence  against 
^  the  press  gang)  called  out,  and  asked  them  what 
^  they  came  for ;  he  was  answered  by  some  of  the 
'  press  gang:  *  Weeome  for  you  and  your  com- 
'  rades.'  Whereupon  he  cried  out, '  Keep  back,  I 
'  have  a  blunderbuss  loaded  with  swan  shoL' 
'  Upon  this  the  other  stopped,  but  did  not  retire. 
'  He  then  cried  out,  ^  Where  is  your  Lieutenant?' 
'  and  being  answered,  *  He  is  not  far  off,'  imme- 
'  diately  fired  among  them.  By  this  shot  Calahaa 
^  was  killed,  and  one  or  two  of  the  press  gang 
'  wounded/'  In  this  case,  as  you  perceive,  Broad- 
foot  was  acquitted,  by  the  direction  of  the  Judge. 
Then,  if  an'  Englishman  may  kill  an  Englishman 
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in  the  attempt  to  impress  him,  because  the  author- 
ity was  incorrectly  executed,  can  we  feel  a  doubt 
that  an  American  may  kill  an  Englishman,  when 
by  no  possibility  there  can  be  any  color  of  author- 
ity; and  that  too  without  the  jurisdiction  and 
limits  of  the  British  empire,  when  sailing  under 
the  protection  of  the  American  flag  ?  I  can  feel 
no  doubt. 

And  as  to  giving  a  bounty  for  killing  this  Tioa- 
tis  humani  generis,  wearing  the  caput  lupinum, 
I  trust  there  can  be  no  objection,  when  we  con- 
sider the  practice  of  other  States  and  nations,  par- 
ticularly ]3ritain  herself,  who,  by  the  statute  of 
George  XL,  (8  Greo.  2,  c.  24,)  gives  a  bounty  to  en- 
courage the  destruction  of  pirates. .  The  statute 
is  in  these  words :  "  That,  to  encourage  the  de- 
'  fence  against  pirates,  the  commanders  or  sea- 
'  men  wounded,  and  the  widows  of  such  seamen 
'  as  are  slain  in  anv  piratical  engagement,  shall 

*  be  entitled  to  a  bounty,  to  be  divided  among 
^  them,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  one-fiftieth 

*  part  of  the  cargo  on  board."  Can  we  then,  with 
the  example  of  Britain  before  our  eyes,  giving 
bounty  for  the  protection  of  property,  feelany.re- 
luctance  in  giving  a  bounty  for  thejprotection  of 
liberty?  Can  it  he  possible  that  Britain  shall 
protect  the  property  of  her  subjects  with  more 
vigilance  and  circumspection  than  America  will 
protect  the  liberty  and  lives  of  her  citizens?  I 
will  not  for  a  moment  permit  the  hateful  idea  to 
torment  me.  It  cannot  be  so.  A^  these  provis- 
ions are  mere  declarations  of  the  law,  that  our 
seamen  may  know  their  rights,  and  resist  the  un- 
lawful force  with  safety ;  and  as  the  exercise  of 
this  repulsiye  force  may  induce  severities  and 
death  itself,  it  becomes  necessary  to  secure  the 
exercise  of  it  by  the  provisions  of  this  act.  There- 
fore the  next  clause  is  introduced,  authorizing  the 
President  to  retaliate  in  case  of  any  cruelties  ex- 
ercised on  our  seamen.  This  is  dictated  by  the 
soundest  policy,  legitimated  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  recognised  by  our  own  laws.  By  the 
law  of  nations,  (Vat.  426,  §  341,)  "when  a  sov- 
^  ereign  is  not  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which 
'  bis  subjects  are  treated  by  the  law  and  custom  of 
'  another  nation,  he  is  at  liberty  to  declare  he  will 

*  treat  the  subjects  of  that  nation  in  the  same 
'  manner  his  subjects  are  treated ;  this  is  called 
'  the  Law  of  Retortion.  There  is  nothing  in  this 
'  but  what ,  is  conformable  to  sound  politics." 
(Vat.  432,  §  351.)  At  Athens,  the  law  permitted 
the  relations  of  him  who  had  been  assassinated  to 
seize  three  of  the  natives  of  that  country,  and  de- 
tain them  till  the  murderer  was  punished  or  de- 
livered up,  and  our  own  law  recogrnises  this  prin- 
ciple. By  the  act  of  3d  March,  1799,  it  is  provided, 
that  if  any  seaman,  who  shall  have  been  impres- 
sed on  board  any  vessel  of  the  Powers  at  war 
with  Prance,  who  shall  be  taken  by  France,  and 
hath  suffered  death,  or  any  corporal  punishment 
by  the  authority  of  France  or  any  officer  under 
their  authority,  the  President  shall  cause  the  most 
rigorous  retaliation  to  be  executed  on  any  citizen 
of  the  French  Republic  that  may  be  taken  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  But  perhaps  it 
may  be  insisted  these  were  Frenchmen,  and  not 
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entitled  to  the  same  measure  of  justice  as  Kng- 
lishmen.  By  the  law  of  nations  (Vat.  434^  §  354) 
these  measures  are  milder  than  war,  which  in- 
volves the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  "The 
'  Prince,  therefore,  who  attempts  this  method,  in- 
'  stead  of  coming  to  an  open  rupture,  is  doubtless 
'  worthy  of  peace,  on  account  of  his  moderation 
^  and  prudence;  but  they  who  run  to  arms  with- 
'  out  necessity,  are  scourges  to  the  human  race, 
'  barbarians,  enemies  to  society,  and  rebels  to  the 
'  law  of  nations,  pr,  rathej,  to  tne  common  Father 
^  of  mankind."  • 

This  brings  me  to  the  last  section  of  the  bill, 
which  secures  the  impressed  seaman  compensa- 
tion for  his  false  imprisonment  not  far  beyond  the 
wages  in  the  merchant  service,  and  authorizes 
the  attachment  of  so  much  of  tne  debts  to  Brit- 
ish subjects  as  may  be.  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
there  being  no  other  means  of  redress.  All  man- 
kind will  declare  it  just,  and  Britain  herself  has 
judicially  established  the  principle  in  the  case  de- 
cided by  C.  J.  Pratt,  afterwards  Lord  Camden, 
^Say.  Dam.  219.)  The  case  was  in  an  action  for 
raise  imprisonment.  The  Earl  of  Halifax,  one  of 
His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
granted  a  warrant,  without  previous  information, 
against  a  journeyman  printer  of  North  Britain, 
who  was  kept  six  hears  and  treated  civilly ;  300 
pounds  damages  were  given.  On  a  motion  for  a 
new  trial,  because  of  excessive  damages,  PratL 
Chief  Justice,  declared  that,  as  it  was  a  general 
warrant  and  an  attack  upon  public  liberty  and 
against  Magna  Charta,  and  as  t&ey  attempted  to 
justify  its  legality,  there  ought  to  be  exemplary 
damages;  and  in  all  cases  wherever  an  injury  is 
done  under  the  color  of  authority,  as  where  an 
officer  under  an  authority  to  impress  exceeds  that 
authoritv.    Motion  overruled. 

It  will  not,  then,  be  said  by  an  American  Con- 
gress, that,  for  the  false  imprisonment  of  an  Amer- 
ican seaman  sixty  dollars  per  month  oan  be  too 
high,  for  his  bondage  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war, 
exposed  to  every  hardship,  when  a  British  subject, 
for  six  hours  confinement,  with  civil  treatment, 
had  eight  hundred  dollars  damages  by  a  British 
jury ;  nor  can  the  method  of  recovering  the  same 
be  opposed  upon  sound  principles.  (Vat.  431,  sec. 
350.)  By  the  law  of  nations,  "justice  is  said  to 
^  be  denied,  when  the  subject  is  not  permitted  to 
'  establish  his  right  in  the  ordinary  tribunals  of 
'  justice,  or  when  great  and  unreasonable  delay  is 
^  effected,  equivalent  to  a  refusal."  And  it  can 
never  be  said  that,  after  ten  years  spent  in  fruit- 
less negotiation,  and  after  we  have  been  informed 
by  the  President  "  that  every  spark  of  hope  is 
extinguished,"  and  the  cup  of  humiliation  drain-* 
ed  to  its  dregs,  that  the  delay  is  not  unreasonable 
and  equivalent  to  a  refusal.  And  we  are  author- 
ized by  the  law  of  nations  (Vat.  151,  sec.  1)  to 
retaliate,  to  enforce,  if  possible,  the  making  the 
citizen  entire  satisfaction.  It  may  be  objected, 
however,  that  this  remedy  is  in  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  London  of  19th  November,  1794,  which 
secures  the  inviolability  of  British  debts;  but  it 
will  be  recollected  that  this  violation  on  our  part 
is  induced  by  the  violation  of  the  same  treaty  by 
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Great  Britain  by  an  attack  on  the  liberty  of  the 
citizen,  and  it  can  never  be  said  that  we  are  not 
justified  by  claiming  the  damages  we  have  receiv- 
ed by  a  violation  on  personal  liberty,  as  a  correct 
set-off  against  any  damages  they  may  receive  by 
a  breach  of  the  same  contract,  by  an  attack  on 
personal  property.  It  can  never  be,  in  the  eye  of 
jiistice  and  in  a  land  of  liberty,  that  property  is 
more  to  be  respected  than  liberty,  nor  can  we  feel 
ourselves  unauthorized,  when  the  law  of  retalia- 
tion and  self-preservation,  which  are  written  od 
the  heart  of  man  by  the  fioger  of  Omnipotence, 
Isolds  us  justified.  Nor.  when  we  consider  that 
we  ourselves  have  totally  annulled  and  declared 
void  the  Treaty  wilh  France,  because  of  her  vio- 
lation of  her  treaty  by  the  spoliations  on  our  com- 
merce; refusing  to  do  us  justice,  can  we  hesitate 
to  make  this  partial  repeal  of  the  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain  so  far  only  as  is  necessary  to  do  our 
oppressed  seamen  justice,  by  the  sacrifice  of  Brit- 
ish property  at  the  shrine  of  American  liberty, 
when  we  reflect  that  it  is  the  only  means  where- 
by we  can  remunerate  our  enslaved  seamen  for 
their  cruel  bondage  ;  that  the  safety  of  the  people 
is  the  supreme  law,  and  that  we  are  the  sentinels 
to  protect  their  rights  and  avenge  their  wrongs? 


TuBSDAT,  January  31. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
classing  the  militia,  and  assigning  to  each  class 
its  particular  duties. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brins  in  a 
bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that*  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  ofLouis- 
iana.  and  for  other  purposes;"  in  which  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  were  read  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ati  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  naval  service  during  the  year 
1805,"  was  read  the  second  time  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and,  having  been  reported  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  it  was,  by  unanimous 
consent,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
why  the  expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  for  the 
year  1806,  have  so  far  exceeded  the  appropriation  for 
the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  that  it  be 

lUioked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  the  Secretazy  of  State,  dated 


October  last,  which  was  read  in  Senate  on  Friday  last, 
and  withdrawn  to'  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
sociates, in  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and/an  amendment  having  been  proposed, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned until  to-Qtiorrow. 

The  bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification 
of  American  seamen  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  was  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

On  motion  the  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading 
of  the  confidential  bill,  en  titled  "An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  any  extraordinary  expenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,"  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  the  bill  having  .been  reported  to  the  House 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  third  reading  thereof  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

Wednesday,  January  22. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Woethinoton, 
Baldwin,  Wright,  Moore,  and  Anderson,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Maclay,  Kitchel,  and  Smith,  of  Ohio, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Maclay  stated  in  his  place,  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  passed  a 
resolution,  that  their  Senators  in  Congress  i^  in- 
structed to  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  respecting  the  Judiciary ; 
and  submitted  the  following  motion,  which  was 
read  and  laid  on  the  table : 

Rewhed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  S^treBenta- 
tivet  of  the  Imited  States  of  America  m  Congreu  as- 
aembl^f  two^hirda  of  both  Hoosea  ooneurringy  That 
the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three- 
fourths  of  the  said  Legrislatures,  shall  be  valid,  as  part 
of  the  said  Constitution,  to  wit : 

The  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  controversies  between  a  State 
and  the  citizens  of  another  State  ;  between  citizens  of 
difierent  States;  between  citizens  of  the  same  State 
claiming  lands  under  grants  of  difierent  States ;  and 
between  a  State  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign 
States,  citizens,  or  subjects. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of 
land  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  Baldwin,  and  Tracy,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
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sociates,  in  the  Society  of  HarmoDy.  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  recommitted  to  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Bradley,  and  Worthinoton,  further 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  agreeably  to  notice 
ffiyen  yesterday,  asked  and  obtained  leaVeto  bring 
in  the  foHo wing  bill,  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading : 

A  Bill  for  classing  the  Militia,  and  assigning  to  each 
class  its  particular  duties. 

Bt  it  enaetedj  4'Cm  That  every  free,  abled-bodied 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of 
eighteen  yeaiB,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-fiyet  whose 
principal  occupation  is  not  on  the  high  sea,  or  the  tide 
waters  within  the  United  States,  shall  be  of  the  militia 
for  the  land  service  of  the  United  States.  The  persons 
80  to  constitute  the  land  militia,  shall  be  enrolled  by 
their  names  and  ages,  in  their  proper  districts,  and  in 
books  kept  for  that  purpose;  such  enrollment  to  be 
made  without  delay  of  those  now  within  the  descrip- 
tion, and  from  time  to  time  as  to  others  who  shall  here- 
after become  so,  always  noting  the  date  of  enrollment, 
and  placing  in  a  dkttnct  page,  or  part  of  the  book, 
those  of  every  different  year  of  age,  from  forty-five 
down  to  eighteen. 

The  said  militia  shall  be  distributed  into  classes  as 
f<rilowB,  to  wit :  The  junior  class  shall  be  composed  of 
those  above  twenty-one,  and  under  twenty-six  years  of 
jige ;  the  middle  class  of  those  above  twenty-six,  and 
tinder  thirty-five  years  of  age ;  the  senior  class  of  those 
above  thirty-five  and  under  fbr>y-five  years  of  ag^e ;  and 
those  above  eighteen,  and  under  twenty-one  years  of 
fSP  shall  compose  the  minor  class. 

llie  junior  class  shall  be  liable  to  perform  all  active 
aervices  within  the  United  States,  or  llie  countries  next 
adjacent,  by  tours  of  duty,  not  to  exceed  one  year  in 
amy  two;  and  in  order  that  the  said  services  may  be 
required  of  them  equally,  those  of  every  battalion  shall, 
by  its  commanding  officer,  be  Immediately  divided  by 
lot  into  ten  parts,  or  portions,  as  neariy  equal  as  may 
be;  each  p6rtion  to  be  distinguished  by  its  particular 
number,  from  one  to  ten,  and  to  be  called  into  duty  in 
the  order  of  their  numbers,  such  call  extending  to  so 
many  numbers  as  the  exigency  may  require,  and  every 
person  so  called  on,  may  be  assigned  to  the  service  of 
the  artHlery,  infantiy,  cavalry,  or  of  any  other  descrip- 
tion, as  the  competent  authority  shall  direct 

In  consideration  of  the  assiduous  discipline  required 
Irom  the  junior  class,  and  of  the  services  they  shall 
have  performed,  or  been  liable  to  perform  while  in  it, 
they  shall  never  after  passing  into^the  middle  class,  be 
liable  to  actual  service,  but  where  the  junior  class  for 
the  time  being  is  inadequate  to  the  exigency;  and 
then  in  their  own  or  one  of  the  adjoining  States  only, 
and  by  tours  not  exceeding  three  months  in  any  year : 
for  which  purpose  they  shall  be  distributed  into  sections 
and  called  on  in  routine,  as  is  provided  in  the  case  of 
the  junior  class. 

The  senior  and  minor  classes  shaO  be  liable  to  be 
called  on  to  do  duty  Within  their  own  State  only,  and  by 
tours  not  exceeding  three  months  in  any  year,  and 
they  shall  be  separately  distributed  into  portions  and 
numbers,  and  called  on  in  routine  as  provided  for  the 
other  classes. 

JBxemptions  from  militia  duty,  except  in  cases  of  re- 


ligious scruple  against  bearing  arms,  shall  only  extend 
to  the  ordinary  duties  of  mustering  and  disciplining, 
after  having  entered  the  middle  or  senior  class,  but  all 
exempts  shall  be  enrolled  in  their  classes  and  numbers, 
and  when  called  on  for  actual  military  service,  shall  be 
bound  as  others  are  to  perform  their  due  tours. 

If  any  person  called  on  to  do  the  actual  duties  of  his 
class,  shall  refuse,  or  unnecessarily  delay  to  enter  on 
duty,  he  shall  be  arrested  as  a  deserter,  either  by  the 
dvU  or  military  authority,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
proper  military,  officer,  and  either  punished  as  a  de- 
serter, or  compelled  to  perform  his  tour  of  duty.  But 
any  person  so  called  on  may  compute  his  personal  ser^ 
vice,  by  tendering  as  a  substitute  an  able-bodied  white 
man«  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  fit  for  the  service 
in  the  judgment  of  the  officer  who  is  to  command  him/ 
and  willing  to  engage  therein.  And  all  persons,  while 
engaged  in  performing  a  tour  of  duty,  shall  have  the 
pay  and  rations  allowed  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  be  subject  to  the  rules,  regulations,  and  ar- 
ticles, provided  for  the  gpovemment  of  the  same. 

Sxc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  .That  all  provis- 
ions in  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  partic- 
ular State,  or  Territory,  inconsistent  with  those  of  this 
act,  are  hereby  repealed ;  and  all  provisions  in  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State  or  Ter- 
ritory not  inconsistent  herewith,  shall  be  understood  to 
be  left  in  Ibroe,  and  liable  to  alteration  by  their  respect 
ive  enacting  authorities. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  ;.and  it  was  agreed  to  amend  the 
motion  as  follows : 

Ruohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  if  he  shall  judge  the  same  to  be  proper,  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  18th  of  Oc- 
tober, IBOS,  with  a  postscript,  dated  26th,  which  was 
read  in  Senate  on  Friday  last,  and  withdrawn  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  pro- 
posed resolution  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  ; 
•and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  January  23. 

Mr.  Worthinoton,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  m 
part  the  fourth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French  inhab- 
itants at  Galliopolis.  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned  ;"  and  tne  bill  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  petition  of  Seth 
Harding,  commander  of  a  ship  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Slates,  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 
in  which  service  he  received  extreme  bodily  injury, 
as  is  stated  at  lar^e  in  his  petition,  and  praying 
such  pecuniary  relief  as  tnay,  to  Congress,  seem 
reasonable  for  a  person  debilitated  by  public  ser- 
vice \  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Tracy,  and  Sumter,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Turner  communicated  (he  representation 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  on  the  subject  of. 
dertain  pensioners  on  the  list  of  that  State,  and 
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suj^stinji^  to  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  Congress 
the  propriety  of  placing  them  on  the  pension  list  of 
the  United  States^  and  the  representation  was 
read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  20tb  of  December  last,  on  the  bill, 
eotitled  ^^An  act  making  provision  for  persons  that 
have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,"  toconsiderand  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  classing  the  militia,  and  assigning 
to  each  claHs  Its  particular  duties,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs,  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Sumter,  Adair,  Bradley,  and  Smith, 
of  New  York,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  made  and  seconded, 
and  ordered  to  he  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ap- 
propriations necessary  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  be  referred,  to  a  select  committee,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into  the  specific  expenditures  of 
the  respective  Departments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  States  and, on  motion  it 
was  agreed  that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  should  be 
closed ;  and,  after  debate,  it  was  agreed  to  amend 
the  motion  as  follows  s 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  if  he  shall  judge  the  same  to  be  proper,  to 
make  a  further  communication  to  the  Senate  of  Mr. 
Monroe's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  18th 
October,  1805,  with  a  postscript,  dated  26th  October, 
which  was  read  in  the  Senate  on  Friday  last 

And,  on  the  question  to  adopt  the  resolution  as 
amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  23,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Fenner,  Gaillard,  Oilman,  Hillhouse,  Maday,  Mitchill, 
Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
Smith  ofVermont,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Tracy,  White  and 
Wright.  ^ 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Kitchei,  Logan, 
Tamer,  and  Worthington. 

Friday^  January  24. 

James  A.  Bayard,  appointed  a  Senator  for  the 
State  of  Delaware,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  fourth  of  March  last,  produced 
his  credentials,  which  were  read  j  and^  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  having  been  administered,  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States; 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

According  to  the  request  of  your  resolution  of  yes- 
terday, I  again  communicate  the  letter  of  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  London,  to  the 
Secretary  of  that  Government  for  Foreign  Affairs,  dated 
October  18th,  1805,  with  a  postscript  of  October  25th, 
but  still  in  confidence  that  the  matter  of  it  shall  not  be 
made  public 

JAHiTAaT  J^,  1806.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  Message  and  paper  were  read  and  ordered 
tQ  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  22d  instant  the  bill 
to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  associates,  in. 
the  Societv  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  certain  lands, 
reported  the  bill  amended :  and  the  amendment 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  23d  instant  the  petition  of 
Serb  Harding,  made  report;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  same  committee,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  biU  for  the  relief  of 
Seth  Harding  late  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  tne  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts;" 
Also,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  of  the  United  States ;''  in 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,- 

According  to  the  desire  of  the  Senate,  expressed  in 
their  resolution  of  the  10th  instant  I  now  communicate 
to  them  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  its 
documents,  statuig  certain  new  principles  attempted  to 
be  intr6duced  on  the  subject  of  neutral  rights,  injurioua 
to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States.  These, 
with  my  Message  to  both  Houses,  of  the  17th  insUnt 
and  the  documents  accompanying  it,  fulfil  the  desirea 
of  the  Senate  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  by  any  informap 
tion  in  my  possession  which  is  authentic  and  not  pub- 
licly known.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

ikifVAKT  27  1806. 

DaPABTXSHT  OF  Statk,  J2m.  25,  1806. 

The  Secretaiy  of  State,  to  whom  the  President  has 
been  pleased  to  refer  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated 
on  the  10th  instant,  has  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ingreport : 

The  most  important  of  the  principles  interpolated 
into  the  law  of  nations,  is  that  which  appears  to  be 
maintained  by  the  British  Government,  and  its  prize 
courts,  that  a  trade  opened  to  the  neutrals  by  a  nation 
at  war,  on  account  of  the  war,  is  unlawful. 

The  principle  has  been  relaxed  from  time  to  time, 
by  orders  allowing  as  favors  to  neutrals,  particular 
branches  of  trade,  disallowed  by  the  general  principle  ; 
which  orders  have  also,  in  some  instances,  extended 
the  modifications  of  the  principle  beyond  its  avowed 
import. 

In  like  manner,  the  last  of  these  orders,  bearing  date 
the  24th  of  June,  1803,  has  incorporated  with  the  re- 
laxation a  collateral  principle,  which  is  itself  an  inter- 
polation, naiAely,  that  a  vessel  on  a  return  voyage  is 
liable  to  capture  by  the  circumstance  of  her  having  on 
the  outward  voyage,  conveyed  contraband  articles  to 
an  enemy's  port  How  far  a  like  penalty  attached  by 
the  same  order  to  the  circumstance  of  a  previous  com- 
munication  with  a  blockaded  port,  would  likewise  be 
an  interpolation,  may  depend  upon  the  construcUon 
under  which  that  part  of  the  order  has  been,  or  is  to 
be  carried  into  execution. 
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The  genj^ral  principle  fint  above  stated,  afl  lately 
-applied  to  re-exportations  of  articles  imported  into 
neutral  countries  from  hostile  colonies,  or  vice  versa, 
by  considering  the  re-exportation  in  many  cases,  as  a 
continuation  of  the  original  voyage,  forms  another  in- 
terpolation, deeply  affecting  the  tr^ide  of  neutrals.  For 
a  fuller  view  of  this  and  some  other  interpolatibns,  re- 
ftrences  may  bo  had  to  the  documents  communicated 
'with  the  message  to  Congress  of  the  17th  instant. 

The  British  principle,  which  makes  a  notification  to 
Ibreign  Governments  of  an  intended  blockade,  equiva- 
lent to  notice  required  by  the  law  of  nations,  before  the 
|ienalty  can  be  incurrM ;  and  that  which  subjects  to 
capture  vessels  arriving  at  a  port,  in  the  interval  be- 
tween a  removal  and  return  of  the  blockading  force, 
«re  other  important  deviations  frOm  the  code  Of  public 
law. 

Another  unjustifiable  measure  is  the  mode  of  search 
practised  by  the  British  ships,  which  instead  of  remain- 
ing at  a  proper  distance  irom  the  vessel  to  be  searched 
and  sending  their  own  boat  with  a  few  men  for  the 
purpose,  compel  the  vessel  to  send  her  papers  in  her 
own  boat,  and  sometimes  with  great  danger  from  the 
condition  of  the  boat,  and  the  state  of  the  weather. 

To  these  instances,  without  adverting  to  others  of 
an  inferior  or  less  definite  character,  in  the  practice  of 
Great  Britain,  must  be  a4ded  the  assumed  right  to  im- 
press persons  from  American  vessels,  sailing  under  the 
American  flag,  on  the  high  seas.  An  explanation  of 
this  practice  will  be  founid  in  the  extract  from  the  in- 
structions* to  Mr.  Monroe,  communicated  with  the  mes- 
4Bage  of  the  President  above  referred  to. 

Among  the  interpolations  introduced  by  the  French 
Government,  is  a  decree,  dated  June  6,  (18  Prairial, 
j-ear  13,)  importing  that  every  privateer  of  which  two- 
thirds  of  the  crew  should  not  be  natives  of  England,  or 
subjects  of  a  Power  the  enemy  of  Finance,  shall  be  con* 
ffidered  as  pirates. 

Another  is  evidenced  by  the  result  of  an  appUcat^n 
made  by  the  deputy  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Cadiz,  through  the  French  consul,  to  Admiral  Villen- 
euve,  for  the  V^beration  of  some  seamen  of  the  United 
States  who  were  on  board  the  French  fleet  under  his 
command.  The  answer  of  the  Admiral,  dated  29th  Au- 
gust last,  (11  Fructidor,  13th  year,)  states,  that  "A  de- 
cision of  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Mi^esty^ovides,  that 
every  foreigner  found  on  board  the  vessels  of  war  or 
of  commerce  of  the  enemy,  is  to  be  treated  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  and  can  have  no  right  to  the  protection  of  the 
diplomatic  and  commercial  agents  of  his  nation." 

Other  unjustifiable  innovations  on  the  law  of  nations, 
are  exemplified  in  the  decree  of  General  Ferrand,  lately 
passed  at  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  a  translation  of 
-which  is  annexed. 

The  irregular  mode  of  search  above  described  is  also 
practised  by  the  cruisers  of  France  and  Spain. 

The  cruisers  or  the  two  latter  Powers  have  harassed 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  various  other 
forms,  but  as  it  is  not  known  or  believed  that  their  con- 
duct has  been  prescribed  or  sanctioned  by  the  public 
authority  of  their  respective  nations,  they  are  not  con- 
sidered as  falling  within  the  purview  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate.  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  mentioned 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  foir  consideration. 


TuBSDAY,  January  28. 
Mr>  Logan  gave'  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Thursday  next,  ask  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 


punishment  of  persons  counterfeitincr  the  current 
coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

T^e  bills  yesterday  brought  up  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  were  severally 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNQTON  ffave  notice  that  he  would, 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  oring  in  a  bill  explanatory 
of^he  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  District  of  Louisiana,"  and 
the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  13th  July,  1787. 

The  Presioent  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  Senate  of  2d  March  last ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  repeal  in»  part  the  fourth  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the,  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  re- 
sumed, as  m  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  hav- 
ing been  reported  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  making  a  farther  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  library,  was  resumed  as  in  Coni- 
mittee  of  the  Whole ;  and  having  been  amended, 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and, ' 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  readiag 
as  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late 
a  Captain  in  the  Navv  of  the  United  States,  -wm 
read  a  second  time,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whol«» 

Ordered  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee. to  whom  was  recommit- 
ted the  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his 
associates,  of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  pur- 
chase certain  lands;  and  having  adopted  the 
amendment, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  paSs  to  the  third  read- 
infi^  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ch« 
amotion  made  an  the  22d  instant,  that  it  be 

Jtesolved,  That  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ap- 
propriations neoessaiy  ibr  the  year  1606,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  with  instmctioBs  to  inquire  into  the 
specific  expenditures  of  the  respective  departments; 

And  agreed  thereto ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Tracy,  Baluwin,  An- 
derson, MiTCHiLL,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  be 
the  com'rhittee  to  report  ihereon. 

Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  memorial  and  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  stating  the  im- 
portance thereof  to  the  public^  and  praying  the 
protection  and  aid  of  Congress  m  the  completion 
of  the  work ;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  re^ 
ferred  to  Messrs.  Logan,  Bayard,  and  Bradley, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon* 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage of  the  17th  instant,  and  the  papefs  acooitt.^ 
panying  the  same,  as  relates  to  the  spoliations  of 
our  commerce  on  the  high  seas,  and  informs  us  of 
the  new  principles  assumed  by  the  British  Coutti 
of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for  the  eondemnatioBa 
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suggestinji^  to  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  Confess 
the  propriety  of  placing  them  on  the  pension  list  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  representation  was 
read. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  20th  of  December  last,  on  the  bill, 
eotitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  persons  that 
have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,"  toconsiderand  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  classing  the  militia,  and  assigning 
to  each  claHs  its  particular  duties,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs,  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Sumter,  Adair,  Braolet,  and  Smith, 
of  New  York,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  made  and  seconded, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ap- 

gropriations  necessary  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
ondred  and  six,  be  referred^  to  a  select  committee,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into  the  specific  expenditures  of 
the  respective  Departments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  States  and,  on  motion  it 
was  agreed  that  the  doors  of  the  Senate  should  be 
closed ;  and,  after  debate,  it  was  agreed  to  amend 
the  motion  as  follows : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Fiesident  of  the  United  States  be 
requested,  if  he  shall  judge  the  same  to  be  proper,  to 
make  a  further  communication  to  the  Senate  of  Mr. 
Monroe's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  18th 
October,  1805,  with  a  postscript,  dated  25th  October, 
which  was  read  in  the  Senate  on  Friday  last 

And,  on  the  question  to  adopt  the  resolution  as 
amended,  it  was  delermined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  23,  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Fenner,  Gaillard,  Oilman,  Hillhouse,  Maclay,  Mitchill, 
Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Thniston,  Tracy,  White  and 
Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Condit,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Tamer,  and  Worthington. 

Friday,  January  24. 

James  A.  Bayard,  appointed  a  Senator  for  the 
State  of  Delaware,  for  tbe  term  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  fourth  of  March  last,  produced 
his  credentials,  which  were  read ;  and,  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  having  been  administered,  he 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  fpjlowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

According  to  the  request  of  your  resolution  of  yes- 
terday, I  again  communicate  the  letter  of  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  London,  to  the 
Secretary  of  that  Government  for  Foreign  Affaire,  dated 
October  18th,  1805,  with  a  postscript  of  October  25th, 
but  still  in  confidence  that  the  matter  of  it  shall  not  be 
made  public. 

Jahuart  24,  1806.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The. Message  and  paper  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration.  I 


Monday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  22d  instant  the  bill 
to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  associates,  in 
the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  purchase  certain  lands, 
reported  the  bill  amended:  and  the  amendment 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  23d  instant  the  petition  of 
Serb  Harding,  made  report;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  same  committee,  asked, 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  hiU  for  the  relief  of 
Seth  Harding  late  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  tne  House  of  Representati  res 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certam  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts;" 
Abo,  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  oi  the  United  States;"  in 
which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

According  to  the  desire  of  the  Senate,  expressed  in 
their  reiolution  of  tbe  10th  instant  I  now  communicate 
to  them  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  its 
documents,  statuig  certain  new  principles  attempted  to 
be  introduced  on  tike  subject  of  neutral  rights,  injorious 
to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States.  These, 
with  my  Message  to  both  Houses,  of  the  17th  instant 
and  the  documents  accompanying  it,  fulfil  the  desire* 
of  the  Senate  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  by  any  informap 
tion  in  my  possession  which  is  authentic  and  not  pob- 
Ucly  known.  TH.  J£FF£RSON. 

JAKUAnT  27   1806. 

DiFAarxxiirr  of  State,  Jan,  25,  1806. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  President  has 
been  pleased  to  refer  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated 
on  the  10th  instant,  has  the  honor  to  make  the  foUow- 
ing  report : 

The  most  important  of  the  principles  interpolated 
into  the  law  of  nations,  is  that  which  appears  to  be 
maintained  by  the  British  Government,  and  its  prize 
courts,  that  a  trade  opened  to  the  neutrab  by  a  nation 
at  war,  on  account  of  the  war,  is  unlawful. 

The  principle  has  been  relaxed  from  time  to  time, 
by  orders  allowing  as  favors  to  neutrals,  particular 
branches  of  trade,  disallowed  by  the  general  principle  ; 
which  orders  have  also,  in  some  instances,  extended 
the  modifications  of  the  principle  beyond  its  avowed 
import. 

In  like  manner,  the  last  of  these  orders,  bearing  date 
the  24th  of  June,  1803,  has  incorporated  with  the  re- 
laxation a  collateral  principle,  \i^ich  is  itself  an  inter- 
polation, naidely,  that  a  vessel  on  a  return  voyage  is 
liable  to  capture  by  the  circumstance  of  her  having  on 
the  outward  voyage,  conveyed  contraband  articles  to 
an  enemy's  port.  How  far  a  like  penalty  attached  by 
£he  same  order  to  the  circumstance  of  a  previous  com- 
munication with  a  blockaded  port,  would  likewise  be 
an  interpolation,  may  depend  upon  the  construction 
under  which  that  part  of  the  order  has  been,  or  is  to 
be  earned  into  execution. 
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The  general  principle  first  above  stated,  as  lately 
applied  to  re-exportations  of  articles  imported  into 
neutral  countries  from  hostile  colonies,  or  vice  versa, 
by  considering  the  re-exportation  in  many  cases,  as  a 
continuation  of  the  original  voyage,  forms  another  in- 
terpolation, deeply  affecting  the  trpde  of  neutrals.  For 
a  fuller  view  of  this  and  some  other  interpolatibns,  re- 
ferences may  be  had  to  the  documents  communicated 
'with  the  message  to  Congress  of  the  17th  instant. 

The  British  principle,  which  makes  a  notification  to 
foreign  Governments  of  an  intended  blockade,  equiva- 
lent to  notice  required  by  the  law  of  nations,  before  the 
penalty  can  be  incurred;  and  that  which  subjects  to 
capture  vessels  arriving  at  a  port,  in  the  interval  be- 
tween a  removal  and  return  of  the  blockading  force, 
are  other  important  deviations  frdm  the  code  of  public 
law. 

Another  unjustifiable  measure  is  the  mode  of  search 
practised  by  the  British  ships,  which  instead  of  remain- 
ing at  a  proper  distance  from  the  vessel  to  be  searched 
and  sending  their  own  boat  with  a  few  men  for  the 
purpose,  compel  the  vessel  to  send  her  papers  in  her 
own  boat,  and  sometimes  with  great  danger  from  the 
condition  of  the  boat,  and  the  state  of  the  weather. 

To  these  instances,  without  adverting  to  others  of 
an  inferior  or  less  definite  character,  in  the  practice  of 
Great  Britain,  must  be  added  the  assumed  right  to  im- 
press persons  from  American  vessels,  sailing  under  the 
American  flag,  on  the  high  seas.  An  explanation  of 
this  practice  will  be  found  in  the  extract  from  the  in- 
structions* to  Mr.  Monroe,  communicated  with  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  above  referred  to. 

Among  the  interpolations  introduced  by  the  French 
Government,  is  a  decree,  dated  June  6,  (18  Prairial, 
jear  13,)  importing  that  every  privateer  of  which  two- 
thirds  of  the  crew  should  not  be  natives  of  England,  or 
subjects  of  a  Power  the  enemy  of  Fhihce,  shall  be  con- 
fddered  as  pirates. 

Another  is  evidenced  by  the  result  of  an  application 
made  by  the  deputy  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Cadiz,  through  the  French  consul,  to  Admiral  Villen- 
euve,  for  the  liberation  of  some  seamen  of  the  United 
States  who  were  on  board  the  French  fleet  under  his 
command.  The  answer  of  the  Admiral,  dated  29th  Au- 
gust last,  (11  Fructidor,  13th  year,)  states,  that  **A  de- 
cision of  His  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty  provides,  that 
every  foreigner  found  on  board  the  vessels  of  war  or 
of  commerce  of  the  enemy,  is  to  be  treated  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  and  can  have  no  right  to  the  protection  of  the 
diplomatic  and  commercial  agents  of  his  nation." 

Other  unjustifiable  innovations  on  the  law  of  nations, 
are  exemplified  in  the  decree  of  General  Ferrand,  lately 
passed  at  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  a  translation  of 
which  is  annexed. 

The  irregular  mode  of  search  above  described  is  also 
practised  by  the  cruisers  of  France  and  Spain. 

The  cruisers  ot  the  two  latter  Powers  have  harassed 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  various  other 
forms,  but  as  it  is  not  known  or  believed  that  their  con- 
duct has  been  prescribed  or  sanctioned  by  the  public 
authority  of  their  respective  nations,  they  are  not  con- 
sidered as  falling  within  the  purview  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate.  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Message  aad  documents  therein  mentioned 
were  read  and  ordered  to  he  for  consideration. 


Tuesday,  January  28. 
Mr.  Logan  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Thursday  next,  ask  leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 


punishment  of  persons  counterfeiting^  the  current 
coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

T^e  bills  yesterday  brought  up  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  were  severally 
read  and  ordered  to  tlie  second  reading. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNQTON  gave  notice  that  he  wotild, 
to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  explanatory 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  District  of  Louisiana,"  and 
the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  13th  July,  1787. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  made  in  nursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  Senate  of  2d  March  last ;  and  the  re* 
port  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  repeal  iiw  part  the  fourth  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the.  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  hav- 
ing been  reported  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment, 

'  Orderedy  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  library,  was  resumed  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  having  been  amended, 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and, ' 

Oraeredy  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  readiag 
as  amended. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late 
a  Captain  in  the  Navy^  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  a  second  time,  as  m  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered  That  the  further  consideration  of  thib 
bill  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee. to  whom  was  recommit- 
ted the  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  bis 
associates,  of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to  pur- 
chase certain  lands;  aud  having  adopted  the 
amendment, 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pa&s  to  the  third  read- 
infiN  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
u^otion  made  on  the  22d  instant,  that  it  be 

Resolved,  That  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ap- 
propriations necessary  ibr  the  year  .1606,  be  referred  to 
a  select  Gommittee,  with  instmctioBs  to  inquire  into  the 
^tedfic  expenditures  of  the  respectiTe  departments; 

And  agreed  thereto ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Tracy,  Baldwin,  An- 
derson, MiTCHiLL,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  be 
the  comYhittee  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Logan  presented  the  memorial  and  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  stating  the  im- 
portance thereof  to  the  public^  and  praying  the 
protection  and  aid  of  Congress  in  the  completion 
of  the  work ;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Logan,  Bayard,  and  BbaoleTi 
to  consider  and  report  thereon* 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage of  the  17th  instant,  and  the  papers  acoott.^ 
panying  the  same,  as  relates  to  the  spoliations  of 
our  commerce  on  the  high  seas,  and  Informs  us  of 
the  new  principles  assumed  by  the  British  Courts 
of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for  the  eondemnatioM 
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of  our  vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  15th 
instant,  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  relat- 
ing thereto.  « 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  from  Ihe  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  22d  instant,  the  bill 
authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land,  re- 
ported amendments ;  which  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

TRADE  WITH  6T.  DOMINGO. 

Mr.  Logan,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  16th 
instant  the  bill  to  suspend,  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
island  of  St.  Domingo,  reported  the  same  amend- 
ed ;  which  was  ordered  to^lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 
A  Bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercmirse  between 

the  United  States  and  certain  parts  of  the  island  of 

St  Domingo. 

Be  it  enacted  ^e^t  That  all  commercial  intercourse 
between  any  person  or  persons  resident  within'  the 
United  States,  and  any  person  or  persons  resident 
within  any  part  of  the  island  of  St  Domingo,  not  in 
possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged  GoTemment 
of  France,  shall  be,  and  from  and  after  due  notice  of 
this  act  at  the  custom  houses  respectively,  is  hereby 
prohibited.  And  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned,  hired  or 
employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  any  person  or  persons 
resident  within  the  United  States,  or  by  any  citiz4sn  or 
citizens  thereof,  readeot  elsewhere,  and  sailing  from 
any  port  of  ihe  United  States  after  that  time,  or  from 

any  other  port  in  America,  after  the day  of 

next ;  or  from  any  other  port  whatever,  after  the   ■ 

day  of next ;  which,  contrary  to  the  intent  hereof, 

shall  be  voluntarily  carried,  or  shall  be  destined  to 
proceed,  whether  directly,  or  from  any  intermediate 
port  or  place,  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  island  of 
St.  Domingo,  and  not  in  possession,  and  under  the  ac- 
knowledged Government  of  France ;  and  also  any  cargo 
which  shall  be  found  on  board  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
when  detected  or  interrupted  in  such  unlawful  purpose, 
or  at  her  return  from  such  voyage  to  the  United  States, 
shall  be  wholly  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  and  con- 
denmed  in  any  court  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  after  due 
notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  custom  houses,  no  ship 
or  vessel  whatever  shall  receive  a  clearance  for  any 
-port  or  place  within  the  island  of  St  Domingo,  and  not 
u  the  actual  possession  of  France :  nor  shall  any  clear- 
ance be  granted  for  a  foreign  voyage  to  any  ship  or 
Tsssel,  owned,  hired  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part, 
by  any  person  or  persons,  resident  in  the  United  States, 
or  by  any  citizen  or  citizens  {hereof  resident  elsewhere, 
nntil  the  owner  or  the  employer  for  the  voyage,  or  his 
frictor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  and  one  or  more  suf- 
ficient surety  or  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  district,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United 
States ;  such  owner,  employer  or  factor,  with  the  master, 
in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  of  her 
cargo ;  and  such  surety  or  sureties  in  a  sum  equal  to 
Ihe  value  of  the  vessel  and  of  one-third  of  her  cargo, 
when  it  shall  not  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars ;  and  if 
it  shall  exceed,  then  in  that  sum,  with  condition  that 
ihe  ship  or  vessel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  be  re- 
qiui«d,  is  actually  destined,  and  shall  proceed  to  some 
port  or  place  without  the  limits  of  such  part  of  the 
Island  of  St.  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  pos- 
iMBon,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Government  of 


France,  and  during  the  intended  voyage  shall  not  bo 
voluntarily  carried  or  permitted  to  proceed,  whether, 
directly,  or  from  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  to  any 
port  or  place  within  such  part  of  the  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  possession,  and 
under  the  acknowledged  Government  of  France,  and 
shall  not,  at  any  such  port  or  place,  voluntarily  sell,  de- 
liver, or  unlade  any  part  of  such  cargo ;  and  generally 
that  such  ship  or  vessel,  whilst  on  such  voyage,  shall 
not  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or  commerce  with  or 
for  any  person  resident  within  any  part  of  the  island  of 
St.  Domingo,  not  in  the  actual  possession,  and  under 
the  acknowledged  Government  of  France. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this  act,  and 
which  may  be  recovered,  shall  be  distributed,  and  ac- 
counted for,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  en- 
titled <'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage ;''  and  may  be  mitigated  or  re- 
mitted in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the 
forfeitures,  penalties  and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain 
cases  therein  mentioned." 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  of 
New  York,  submitted  a  report  on  that  part  of  the 
same  whicn  relates  to  the  *'  defenceless  situation 
of  the  port  of  New  York  j^'  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

Early  in  the  history  of  North  America,  the  harbor 
of  New  York  was  discovered  by  the  Dutch  to  be  a  con- 
venient place  of  resort  for  ships.  Subsequent  experi- 
ence has  proved  the  judgment  of  the  Hollanders  to  have 
been  good.  The  place  where  the  North  river  forms  a 
junction  with  Long  Island  Sound,  is  as  well,  if  not  bet- 
ter, adapted  to  navigation  and  trade,  than  any  which 
the  Atlantic  coast  affords. 

The  city,  at  the  head  of  the  harbor,  is  about  twenty- 
seven  miles  from  the  ocean.  The  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
tide  is  about  six  feet.  The  saltness  of  the  water  is 
not  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  neighboring  sea. 

The  harbor  is  a  bay,  or  basin,  surrounded  chiefly  by 
islands,  though  the  space  from  the  foot  of  the  Never- 
sink  hills  to  the  river  Raritan,  and  another  space,  from 
Bergen  Point  to  Hoboken,  are  parts  of  the  main  land 
which  skirt  the  shores  between  the  insular  positions. 
The  land  is  mostly  low,  and  is  composed  principally  of 
gravel,  sand,  and  loam ;  and  in  certain  spots  strata  of 
solid  granite  appear. 

The  island  of  Sandy  Hook,  where  the  light-house 
stands,  is  little  more  than  a  beach,  rising  not  far  above 
the  level  of  spring  tides.  Staten  Island  swells  into 
moderate  hills,  and  presents,  especially  on  its  eastern 
side,  several  bold  elevations.  Long  Island,  whose  west- 
em  extremity  loses  its  ridges  and  hills  in  the  plains  of 
Flatlands  and  New  Utrecht,  sUll  retains  at  the  Nar- 
rows, where  its  cliffi  are  somewhat  abrupt  and  promi- 
nent, several  positions  oi  considerable  strength.  In 
these  shores  of  the  two  last  mentioned  islands,  the 
army  of  the  enemy  was  landed  in  1776,  and  a  repe- 
tition of  such  an  invasion,  might  be  discouraged  by  the 
erection  of  suitable  works  to  oppose  it  Governor'is 
Island  has  been  already  much  improved  by  military 
works,  and  is  the  spot  on  which  Fort  Jay,  and  the  prin- 
cipal other  fortifications^  have  been  erected.  Bedlow 
Island,  though  very  small,  has  also  been  considered 
proper  for  defensive  operations,  and  in  some  degree 
prepared  to  annoy  an  enemy.    On  Manhattan  Island, 
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'where  the  city  of  New  York  stands,  there  was  once  a 
fort  and  battery.  These  have  been  demolished  of  late 
years,  under  a  conviction  of  their  unfitness,  as  have 
likewise  some  more  recent  breast-works  and  parapets, 
which,  though  constructed  but  eight  or  nine  years  ago, 
were,  within  a  twelvemonth,  destroyed  by  the  people 
who  made  them. 

Between  these  islands  there  are  dbep  channels,  and 
rapid  currents.  Ships  of  large  force  may  be  brought 
in  from  the  sea,  and  anchored  in  safety  abreast  6f  the 
town.  And  having. once  reached  that  station,  there  is 
water  enough  to  convey  frigates,  or  even  larger  phips, 
quite  to  the  city  of  Hudson. 

To  the  saltness,  depth,  and  swiihiete  <^  the  current, 
is  to  be  ascribed  the  openness  of  the  harbor  of  New 
York  during  the  winter.  In  1780,  its  surface  was  cov- 
ered by  a  thick,  strong,  covering  of  ice.  The  like  has 
never  happened  since,  not  even  during  the  rigorous 
winter  of  1805  ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that,  while  the 
Delaware,  Patapsco,  and  Potomac,  are  frozen,  and  Phil- 
adelphia, Baltimore,  and  Alexandria,  are  secured  there- 
by from  the  fleets  of  an  invader,  the  bay  of  New  York, 
though  situated  further  to  the  northward,  possesses, 
commonly,  no  such  protection,  but  is  accessible  from 
the  ocean  with  but  trifling  impediment. 

The  insecurity  of  the  city  is  evinced  by  other  facts. 
With  a  small  squadron  of  ships,  in  1674,  the  English 
took  it  from  the  Dutch.  Shortly  afterwards,  it  was  re- 
taken with  almost  equal  ease.  No  cause  of  attack  occur- 
ring until  the  commencement  of  theKevolutionary  war, 
it  was  found  utterly  incapable  of  defence  against  a  hos- 
tile fleet  and  army,  in  1776,  and  abandoned  to  the  en- 
'  emy  by  the  troops  arrayed  for  its  protections  and  that 
Tery  foe,  which  then  gained  the  possession,  held  it'as  a 
garrison  until  1783,  when,  on  its  evacuation,  the  jtihab- 
itants  were  enabled  to  return  to  their  homes,  after  an 
exile  of  seren  long  years. 

Since  the  Revolution,  New  York  has  greatly  increased 
in  population,  extent,  capital,  and  enterprise.  The  me- 
morialists state,  that,  there  one-third  of  the  national 
revenue  is  coUeeted.  They  hope  so  ioiportant  a  sea- 
port may  be  thought  worUiy  of  an  efficient  defence. 
And  they  heg  that  a  portion  of  the  pubUo  treasure,  ac- 
cumulated in  that  place,  may  be  expended  in  render- 
ing both  that  treasure  and  the  city  in  which  it  is  kept, 
more  secure. 

For  the  further  information  of  the  Senate,  the  com- 
mittee beg  leaYe  to  observe,  that,  a  piece  of  land  has 
heen  already  purchased  by  the  State,  on  Staten  Island, 
comprehending  the  high  points  on  which  the  signal- 
poles  of  the  merchants  are  erected.  The  greater  part 
of  Governor's  Island  is  understood  to  be  the  property 
of  the  State,  a  sma^l  part  of  it,  only,  having  been  pur- 
chased by  the  nation.  On  these  parcels  of  gpround,  the 
labor  of  constructing  works  is  the  principal  matter  of 
expense ;  and  it  is  in  this  posture  of  affairs,  that  the 
memorialists,  afler  the  State  has  done  so  much,  ask  the 
nation  to  bear  a  proportional  part  of  the  charge  neces- 
sary to  provide  more  formidable  means  of  defence  and 
o^nce. 

Extravagant  estimates  have  been  made  by  certain 
jobbers  and  projectors.  Artificial  islands,  and  immense 
piers,  and  enormous  floating  batteries,  and  vast  chev- 
aux-de-firises,  have  been  talked  of--enough  to  absorb 
the  whole  revenue,  and  to  terrify  all  sober  calculators 
of  the  cost.  The  committee  have  dismissed  those 
schemes  as  &Toring  rather  of  the  visionary  and  mag- 
nificent, than  of  the  useful  and  feasible.  They  con- 
tent themselves  with  recommending  an  appropriation, 


to  a  moderate  amount,  for  making  further  military  im- 
provements on  the  sites  already  purchksed,  and  which 
the  State  may  hereafter  purchase  and  surrender;  m 
full  confidence  at  the  same  time,  that  a  due  proportion 
of  the  heavy  artillery,  armed  ships,  and  gun-boats  of 
the  nation,  will  be  stationed  at  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Under  these  impressions  the  following  proposition  is 
submitted  : 

"  Resohedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  the 

sum  of  $ 1  to  be  laid  out  in  such  manner,  and  on* 

der  such  direction,  as  Congress  shall  judge  proper,  lA 
fortifying  the  harbor  and  city  of  New  York. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  to  be  within  the  lim- 
its  assigned  them,  to  recommend  another  proposition^ 
in  favor  of  the  capital  of  South  Carolina : 

**  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  the  sum 

of'$ ,'to  belaid  out  in  such  manner,  and  under 

such  regulations,  as  Congress  shall  judge  proper,  in 
fortifying  the  port  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina.'* 

And  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  other  defence- 
less places,  if  any  such  there  be,  the  committee  submit 
another  proposition : 

**fie3olv^  That  it  is  expedient  to  appropriate  Ae 

sum  of  $ ,  to  be  laid  out  in  fortifying  such  ports 

and  harbors,  other  than  New  York  and  Charleston,  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  think  most 
conducive  to  the  public  security. 

On  motion,  that  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
entitled  '^An  act  making  provision  for  defraying 
any  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  foreira 
nations,"  be  postponed,  the  Senate  were  equally 
divided:  yeas  15;  nays  15;  and  the  question  of 
postponement  was  determined  by  the  President 
m  the  affirmative. 


Wednesday,  January  29. 

Agreeably  to  notice  civen  yesterday,  Mr.  Wob- 
TH1N0TON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  fur- 
ther providing  for  the  government  of  the  district 
of  Louisiana,''  and  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of 
the  13th  of,  July,  1787;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction- 
in  certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts,'^ 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Mitch  ILL,  Tracy,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Sum- 
ter, Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Baldwin,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  Captaia 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  the  bill  having  been  report- 
ed to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  empower  George  Rapp  and  his  as- 
sociates, of  the  Bocietv  of  Harmony,  to  purchase 
certain  lands,  was  reaa  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  of  Ame- 
rican seamen,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed. 
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The  President  commuDicated  a  letter  from 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Uoited  States,  with  his  gen- 
eral account  from  October  1, 1804,  to  October  1, 
1805 ',  also,  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  for  the  same  period;  which  were 
lead,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tne  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
7b  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  Representativee  ,- 

Having  received  firom  suhdiy  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
a  memorial  on  the  same  subject  vtiih  those  which  I 
communicated  to  Congress  with  my  message  of  17th 
instant,  I  now  communicate  this  also,  as  a  proper  sequel 
to  the  former,  and  as  making  a  part  of  the  mass  of  evi- 
dence of  the  violations  of  our  rights  on  the  ocean. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Javvamt  29,  1806. 

The  Message  and  paper  therein  mentioned  were 
read,  and  referred,  together  with  the  message  re- 
ceived on  the  17th  instant,  to  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Mitchill,  Andebson,  Logan,  Tracy, 
Adams,  and  Baldwin,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  15th  instant,  that  part  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  which  relates  to  the 
violations  of  neutral  rights. 

Thdbsday,  January  30. 

The  bill  explanatory  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  further  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
district  of  Louisiana,"  and  the  ordinance  of  Con- 
gress of  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  was  read  the  second 
time^nd  referred  to  Messrs.  WoRTHiNGON,MooRE, 
and  Tract,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  reported  to  the  bill  to  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a 
Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  amended,  and  a  further 
amendment  proposed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
defraying  the  extraordinary  expenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill ;  after 
debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow 


Friday,  January  31. 

Mr.  Maclay,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  22d  instant,  the  bill  entitled  ^^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Secretary,  and 
Judges,  of  the  late  territory  of  the  United  States 
nortnwest  of  the  river  Ohio,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 


bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  amend- 
ments proposed  having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  with  the  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  for  the  compensation  of  the  witnesses  who  at- 
tended, under  process,  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Chase,  one  0f  the  Judges  of  the 
United  States;  and 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bayard,  Baldwin,  and 
Anderson,  be  a  committee  to  bring  ia  a  bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnifioation  of 
American  seamen. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Wrigbt, 
Baldwin,  Tracy,  Logan,  and  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  third  reading  ot  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Seth  Hardingj  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Slates^  was  resumed,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

The  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fourth  section  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authori^^  a  grant  of 
lands  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  a  further  appropriatiop  for  the 
support  of  the  library  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any 
aet  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  oi 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted S  fates,  and  for  other  purposes,  relative  to  the 
public  debt ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  28th  instant, 
Mr.  Loo  AN  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  punishment  of  persons  counterfeiting 
the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  ana  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
mdking  provision  for  defraying  any  extraordinary 
expenses  attending  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations,"  was  resumed ; 
and,  on  the  question  to  amend  the  bill,  as  follows : 
After  the  words  "United  States,"  sec.  1,  insert 
"for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  by  negotiation,  or 
otherwise,  as  he  may  deem  most  expedient,  the 
free  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  as  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  territory,  lying  south  and 
east  thereof,  or  any  other  territor]^  lying  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  south  of  the  aforesaid  river 
St.  Lawrence  not  owned  or  possessed  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  10, 
nays  21,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Hfilbonne, 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Tracy,  Whit«w 
and  Wright 
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NAT»-*-Me88n.  Adair,  Andenon,  Baldwin^  Coiidit, 
Feoner,  Gaillaid,  GUmuit  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Madaj,  Mitchill,  Moore,  8mith,  of  Maiylaxui,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tenneseee^  Sum- 
ter, Thnuton,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  in 
sec.  1,  after  the  words  ^^United  States."  "  towards 
the  settling,  establishing,  and  defending,  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States;" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negativ&-<-yea8  10, 
nays  20,  as  foliows : 

YiAfl — ^Meetrs.  Adanw,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Gihnani 
Hillhoase,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  .of  Maryland, 
Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats — Meesra.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit, 
Fenner,  Grailiard,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maday, 
Moore,  Smith  of  New  York*  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Tur- 
ner, Worthington,  and  Wright 


MoNDAT,  February  3. 

The  bill  brought 4ip  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  on  Friday  last,  entitled 
**An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as 
authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public 
debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt," 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mitchill  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  complaining  of  new  principles  and 
expositions  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  the  Admi- 
ralty Courts  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  stating  the 
great  Ipsses  and  sufferings  induced  thereby  to  neu- 
tral commerce,  and  praying  the  interposition  of 
Government ;  and  ihe  memorial  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  15th  of 
January  last,  to  whom  was  also  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  mere  hah  ts  of  Baltimore,  on  a  simi- 
lar subject,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Mitchill  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  governor  of  the  hospital  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  stating  the  inadequacy  of  the  provisions 
made  for  the  support  of  American  seamen,  from 
time  to  time  admitted  into  that  hospital,  and  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  the  funds  for  that  purpose ', 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mes- 
srs. Mitchill,  Aoahs.  and  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  persons  counter- 
feiting the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Looan,  BAYARn,  and  Tracy, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  PiCKERiMO  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Boston,  stating  great  injuries  sus- 
tained by  the  aggressions  of  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers, and  particularly  from  the  recent  construction 
of  the  law  of  nations  respecting  neutral  com* 
merce,.in  the  Admiralty  Courts  ot  Great  Britain ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  the  15th  lannary,  to 
whom  were  referred  also  the  memorial  of  ^he 
merchants  of  Baltimore  and  of  the  town  of  Sa- 
lem, on  the  same  subject. 


The  following  Messages  were  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repre»entaHte»  of  ike  United  States : 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  the  Governor  of 
South  Carolina,  covering  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  ceding  to  the  United  States  various  forts  and 
fortifications,  and  sites  for  the  erection  of  forts  in  that 
State,  on  the  conditions  therein  expressed.  This  lat- 
ter and  the  act  it  covered  are  now  communicated  to 
Congress. 

I  am  not  informed  whether  the  positions  ceded  are 
the  best  which  can  be  taken  for  securing  their  respect- 
ive objects.  No  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  Legisla- 
ture deemed  them  such.  The  river  of  Beaufort^  par- 
ticularly, said  to  be  accessible  to  ships  of  very  large 
size,  and  capable  of  yielding  them  a  protection  which 
they  cannot  find  elsewhere,  but  very  &r  to  the  north, 
is,  from  these  circumstances,  so  inter^ting  to  the 
Union  in  general,  as  to  merit  particular  attention  and 
inquiiy,  as  to  the  positions  on  it  best  calculated  for 
health  as  well  as  safety. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FXBRUART  3,  1806. 

The  Message  and  papers  referred  to  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 
To  ihe  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

In  the  courM  of  the  last  year,  the  fi^lowing  treaties 
and  conventions  for  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
to  land  within  our  limits,  were  entered  into  on  behalf 
ofthe  United  States: 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Wyan- 
dots,  Ottawa,  Chippeway,  Munsee,  Delaware,  Shaw- 
anee,  and  Pottawatamy  nations  of  Indians. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  agents 
of  the  Connecticut  land  company  on  one  part,  and  the 
Wyandot,  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  Munsee,  Delaware,  Pot- 
tawatamy, and  Shawanee  nations  of  Indians. 

A  trea^  between  the  United  States  and  the  Dela- 
wares,  Pottawatamies,  Miamis,  Eeel  rivers,  and  Weas. 

A  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chick- 
asaw nation  of  Indians. 

Two  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians. 

A  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians. 

The  Senate  having  advised  and  consented  to  the 
ratification  of  these  several  treaties  and  conventions,  I 
now  lay  them  before  both  Houses  of  Congress,  for  the 
exercise  of  their  Constitutional  powers,  as  to  the  means 
of  fulfilling  them. 

TH..  JEFFERSON. 

FsBnTTAKT  3,  1806. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

On  motion,  the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the 
doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  closed ;  and,  after 
the  consideration  of  the  confidential  business,  the 
Saiate  adjourned. 


TuEspAY,  February  4. 
Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  the 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States,  and  the  territories  thert- 
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of,"  reported  the  bill  with  aaiendments;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt  in  payment  of  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  relative 
to  the  public  debtj"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy,  Worthington,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  31st  of  January  last,  on  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  making  provision  for  the  compensation  of 
Witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Chase;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  31st  of  December  last,  to  consider 
the  petition  of  the  lawyers  practising  at  the  bar 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Orleans,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
he  reported  a  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the 
Judges  of  New  Orleans;  which  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee,  on  the  bill  to 
suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, as  in  Committee. of  the  Whole;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  original  bill,  after  the  ward  **that,"  in 
the  enacting  clause ;  and  a  motion  was  made  to 
adopt  the  amendment  reported  to  the  first  sec- 
tion, amended  as  follows : 

''  All  commercial  intercourse  between  any  person  or 
persons  resident  within  the  United  States,  and  any  per- 
eon  or  persona  resident  within  any  part  of  the  island  of 
St.  Domingo  not  in  possession  and  under  the  acknow- 
.  ledged  Government  of  France,  shall  be,  and  from  and 
after is  hereby,  prohibited :  And  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel, owned,  hired,  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by 
any  person  or  persons  resident  within  the  United  States, 
after  that  time,  or  from  any  other  port  in  America,  after 

the  1 day  of  ^ —  next;  or  firom  any  other  port 

whatever,  after  the  ■  day  of next,  which,  con- 
trary to  the  intent  hereof,  shall  be  voluntarily  carried, 
or  shall  be  destined  to  proceed,  whether  directly,  or 
firom  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  to  any  port  or 
place  within  the  island  of  St  Domingo,  and  not  in  pos- 
session, and  under  the  acknowledged  Government  of 
France ;  and  also  any  cargo  which  shall  be  found  on 
board  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  when  detected  and  inter- 
rupted in  such  unlawful  purpose,  or  at  her  return  from 
such  voyage  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  wholly  for- 
feited, and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any  court 
of  the  United  States:" 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  9,  as 
follows: 

TsAs — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Fenner,  Gaillard,  Gibnan,  Howiand,  Kitchel, 


Jjogan,  Maday,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  ^  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sumter, 
Thruston,  Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Hillhouse,  Pickering,  Plu- 
mer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Tracy^ 
and  White. 

And,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  value  of  the  merchandise  exported 
from  the  United  States  and  its  territories,  to  that  part 
of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo  called  Hayti,  and  of  the 
goods  imported  from  thence  into  the  United  States ; 
alsO}  of  the  quantity  .of  tonnage  employed  in  the  said 
trade ;  also,  of  the  duties  levied  and  collected  within 
the  United  States  and  the  territories,  from  said  imports. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  if,  ia 
his  opinion,  the  same  can  be  done  with  propriety,  copies 
of  such  letters  as  have  passed  between  tlie  Executive 
of  the  United  States  and  the  French  Minister,  relative 
to  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  American  merchants,  to 
that  part  of  St  Domingo  called  Hayti. 


Wednesoay,  February  5. 

The  PfiEsiDBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
stating  that  the  measures  which  have  been  au- 
thorized by  the  Board  subsequent  to  their  report 
of  5th  February,  1805,  sofar  as  the  same  have  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Board,  d^ted  the 
4th  of  >  the  present  month ;  and  in  the  statements 
therein  refered  to,  which  are  herewith  transmitted, 
and  prayed  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  report. 
And  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  Ur 
consideration.  , 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  the  15th  of  January  last,  on  that  part 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  which  relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  com- 
merce on  the  high  seas,  and  informs  us  of  new 
principles  assumed  by  tbe  British  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty, as  a  pretext  for  the  condemnation  of  our 
vessels  in  their  nrize  courts,  made  report,*and  the 
report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration. 

The  motion,  that  it  be 
•  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
why  the  expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  for  the 
year  105,  have  so  far  exceeded  the  appropriations  for 
the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate; 
was  resumed  and  adopted;  and  ordered  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
28th  January  last,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  spe- 
cific expenditures  of  the  respective  departments, 
to  report  thereon. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  compensa- 
tion of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Samuel  Chase,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  time 
of  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North 
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Carolina,"  was  read  the  second  time^aod  referred 
to  Messrs.  Adair,  Stone,  anti  ThrustoNj  lo  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 
On  motion, 
That  the  8ergeant-at-Anns  receive  for  his  attend- 
ance at  the  Court  of  Impeachment  ftr  the  trial  of  Jadge 
Chase,  compensation  for  twenty-seven  days  attendance, 
at  the  rate  of  five  doUars  per  day ;  and 

That  the  Asaiitant  Dooskeeper  receive  at  the  rate 
of  two  doUan  per  day,  during  the  said  trial,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  funds  of  the  Senate : 

Ordered^  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 
The  SeDate  took  into  consideration  the  first  res- 
olation  submitted  yesterday;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  as  follows : 

Reaohedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  state- 
ment of  the  value  of  the  merchandise  exported  firom 
the  United  States  and  its  territories,  to  that  part  of  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo  called  Hayti,  and  of  the  goods 
imported  from  thence  into  the  United  States;  a^o, 
of  the  quantity  of  tonnage  employed  in  the  said  trade; 
alio,  of  the  duties  levied  and  collected  within  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  territories,  from  said  imports ; 

It  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas  9,  nays  22,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  HiUhoase,  Picker- 
ing, Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Tracy,  White,  and  Wright ' 
Nats — ^Messsrs.  Adair,  Andersen,  Baldwin,  Brad- 
ley, Condit,Fenner,  Gaillard,  Oilman,  Howland,  Kitch- 
el,  Logan,  Maday,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tenneesee,  Smith 
of  Venttont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 
The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  second 
resolution  submitted  yesterday ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  said  resolution,  as  follows : 

Resohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate^  if,  in  his 
opinion,  the  same  can  be  done  with  propriety,  copies  of 
fsch  lettets  as  have  passed  between  the  Executive  of  the 
United  Sutes  and  the  French  Minister,  relative  to  the 
trade  cairied  on  by  the  American  merchants  to  that 
part  ofMSt.  Domingo  called  Hayti. 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  21,  as 
follows : 

YsAs — ^Messs.  Adams,  Bayaid,  Hillhouse,  Picker- 
ing, Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Stone,.  Tracy,  White,  and 
Wright. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Andeison,  Baldwin,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Penner,  Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Mitdiiil,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Sumter,  Thruston,  Turner,  and  WorUiington. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  regulating,  bonds  given  by 
marsnals  f  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 
The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 

ing. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  re- 
ported to  the  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  the 
French  island  of  St.  Domingo ;  and  a  motion  was 
Bude  to  strike  out  all  the  words  reported  by  the 


special  committee  as  a  second  section,  after  the 
word,  "that,"  in  the  enaeting  clause,  and  to  sub- 
stitute an  amendment  ^  and,  on  motion,  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  6. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges 
of  New  Orleans,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  Houie  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .* 

Since  the  date  of  my  Message  of  January  17th,  a 
letter  of  the  26th  of  November  has  been  received  from 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at 
London,  covering  one  from  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  of  that  Government,  which,  being  on  the  sub- 
ject of  that  Message,  is  now  transmitted  for  the  infor- 
mation of  Congress.  Although  nothing  forbids  the 
substance  of  these  letters  from  being  communicated 
without  reserve,  yet,  so  many  ill  effects  proceed  from  the 
publications  of  correspondences  between  Ministers  re- 
maining still  in  office,  that  I  cannot  but  recommend 
that  these  letters  be  not  permitted  to  be  formally  pub- 
lished. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FxaacAaT  6,  1606. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
cpnsideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing any  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations;  and, 

On  motion  that  the  bill,  and  message  from  the 
House.of  Representatives  accompanying  the  same, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instrno^ 
tions  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  Senate  their 
opinion,  whether  West  Florida  was  or  was  not 
included  in  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  by  the  treaty  with  France,  concluded 
on  the  30th  of  Apcil,  1803,  together  with  the  evi- 
dence upon  which  such  an  opinion  may  be  sup^ 
ported ;  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
8y  nays  23,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayaxd,  Hillhouse, 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats — ^Messrs. .  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit,  Fenner,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Howland,  Kitchsl,  Lo- 
gan, Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessse,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Turner,  Worthington,  and 
Wright. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  to  take  up  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate  the  instructions  given  to  Messrs.  Mem* 
roe  and  Pinckney,  late  Ministers  of  the  United  States 
to  the  Court  of  Spain,  together  with  the  facts  and  ar- 
guments exhibited  by  them,  in  their  negotiation,  in 
support  of  their  claims  to  territories  eastward  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  far  as  the  river  Perdido,  and  of  territoiy 
on  the  western  side  of  the  Mississippi,  as  far  as  the 
Rio  Bravo;  the  essay  of  Mr.  Cevallos,  the  Minister  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  answer  to  our  Ministers,  in 
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relation  to  the  western  limits ;  anil  any  other  docu- 
ments in  his  possession,  tending  to  establish  the  right- 
ittl  boundaries  of  Louisiana. 
It  passed  in  the  negative. 


Friday,  February  7. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bonds 
given  by  marshals,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitchill, 
Stone,  and  Worthinoton,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  presented  the  petition  of  Timo- 
thy Mix.  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  wounded  in  that  service,  and  praying"  that  his 
pension,  for  the  remainder  or  his  life,  may  be  made 
equal  to  a  lieutenant's  half-pay,  for  reasons  men- 
tioned in  the  petition ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  20th  of  December  last,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by 
known  wounus  received  in  the  actual  service  of 
4he  United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war," 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing any  extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations;  and,- 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  further -considera- 
tion of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  to  take  up  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  renew  our  negotiations  with  the  Span- 
ish Government,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  bring  every 
flubjeot  in  controversy  between  the  two  countries  to  a 
■peedy  termination,  equally  advantageous  to  both." 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the  words 
';  two  millions."  section  one,  and,  in  lie\i  thereof, 
insert  "one  million;"  a  division  was  called  for, 
and  the  question  on  strikinR  out  was  determined 
m  the  negative— yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

^*tfTJ^®*^V-^^"'»  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Gil- 
man,  Hdlhouse,  Logan,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer, 
Stone,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Navs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Sumter,  Thruston,  Turner,  Worth- 
ington,  and  Wright. 

On  motion,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  after 

the  word  "  applied,"  in  the  first  section,  the  words 

for  the  purchase  from  the  Spanish  Government 

J  °S'^i®T^°"^  ^ying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean 
and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  river 
Mississippi,"  it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  9, 
nays  20,  as  follows:  '         ' 

YiAs—Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Oilman,  Hill- 
house,  Pickermg,  Plumer,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit, Penner.Gaillard,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Moore, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ten- 
nessee, Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston. 
Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright 


On  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  until  Monday  next,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  17,  nays 
11,  as  follows: 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
(jraillatd,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  TennessQe, 
Smith  of  Vermont,  Thruston,  Turner,  Worthington, 
and  Wright 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Gilman,  HOl- 
house,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and 
White. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  Hoaste 
of  Representatives  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  in  this  bill. 


Monday,  February  10. 
The  Senale  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wkole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  re- 
ported to  the  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  Frencii 
island  of  St.  Domingo ;  and,  having  amended  the 
report,  it  was  in  part  adopted,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  bill 
having  been  further  amended. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  a  bill,  entitled 
^^  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  passed  on  the 
21st  day  of  December,  1804,  so  far  as  the  same 
relates  to  authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charles* 
ten  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage 
of  vessels  from  foreign  ports;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;'^  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concarreace 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  brought  up  for  eonsideration  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wrioht,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  31st  of  January  kst,  the  bill  for 
the  protection  and  indemnification  of  Aradrieaa 
seamen,  reported  ii  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thruston.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
w^Ls  referred,  on  the  5th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled, 
"  An  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holdin?  the  cir- 
cuit court  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina,"  re- 
ported the  bill  with  amendments ;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to. lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  eaptaia 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, to  strilte  out  the  word  "  that,"  in  the  third 
line,  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert — 

"  Seth  Harding,  formerly  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
be  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  and 
receive,  from  the  first  of  January  last,  for  and  during 
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hk  life,  a  ponaion  of  the  half  pay  of  a  captain  of  shipa 
of  twen^  ganB  and  upwards,  according  to  the  pay  es- 
tablithed  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of 
November,  1776 :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  finklpassHf^e  of  this 
bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas 
19,  nays  8,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Gaillaxd,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay, 
Mitchill,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Yermcmt,  Sum- 
ter, Thruston,  Turner,  White,  Worthington,  -  and 
Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Plnmer,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  and 
Stone. 

So  it  was  Resolved.  That  this  bill  do  pa^,  that 


it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Setb  Harding^  a  captain  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States." 


TuESDAT,  February  11. 
The  bill,  entitled  ^' An. act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  officWs  of  the  Senate  and 
House  or  Representatives,"  was  read  the  second 
time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tracy,  AmwRSON, 
and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  report  thereoo. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradlbt.  Ander- 
son and  Tract,  to  consider  and  report  tnereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  declaring  the^con^ent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, passed  the  21st  da^  of  Decetnber,  1804,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  authorizing  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vesseb  trom  foreign  ports," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
QAiiXABn,  Btonb,  and  Adamb,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tions proposed  on  the  19th  of  December  last,  rela- 
tive to  the  opening  one  or  more  land  office  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  that  State  on  which  the  Indian 
title  shall  have  been  extingaished;  and  they  were 
referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley,  Tracy,  and  Ander- 
son, to  consider  and  report  tnereon. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  lot  of 
land,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed 

The  bill  making  proyision  for  the  c'ompensation 
of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment of  Samuel  Chase,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiTes  for  concurrence,  entitled  '^  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judges, 
of  the  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  island 
of  St.  Domingo,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
amended^  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  Messrs. 


Baldwin,  Looan.  and  Bradley,  farther  to  con- 
sider and  report  tnereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  on  the  fourth  instant  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the 
United  States,  and  the  Territories  thereof,"  as  in 
C<nnmittee  or  the  Whole ;  and  having  adopted 
the  flftnendments,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  z» 
amended. 


Wednesday,  February  12. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North 
Carolina,"  were  considered  and  adopted ;  and  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly,  and 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  as  amended. 

Mn  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  seventh  instant,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  relatinorto  bonds  ffiven  by  marsnals," 
reported  the  bill  with  amendments,  which  were, 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the 
judges  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  consideration, 
thereof  was  postponed. 

After  the  consideration  of  the  fixecutive  bust* 
ness,  the  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland ;  and  having  been  read, 
was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration : 

Besolved,  That,  from  and  after  the  —day  of— ^ 
next,  it  shall  not  be  lawiiil  to  import  into  the  United 
States,  on,  hoard  any  foreign  alup,  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  other  than  sudh  as  are  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manolacture^  of  the  nation  to  which  sneh  for- 
eign ship  shall  belong,  except  on  board  the  ships  of  sudi 
foreign  nations  who  admit  the  importation  into  their 
ports  of  goods,  althoogh  they  are  not  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  mannfacture,of  the  United  States,  in  the  ships 
or  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Adams  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
abuse  of  the  privileges  and  immuniues  enjoyed 
by  iorei^  Ministers  within  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  prohibiting,  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  the  exportation  ot  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, from  the  United  States  and  the  Territories 
thereof,"  was  resumed ;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  postponed  until  the  first  day  of 
March  next. 

BRITISH  AGGHE8SION8. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, of  the  .fifth  instant,  on  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  which 
relates  to  the  spoliation  of  our  commerce  on  the 
high  seas,  and  of  the  new  principles  assumed  by 
the  British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  as  a  pretext  for 
the  condemnation  of  our  vessels,  in  their  prize 
courts,  to  wit : 

I.  Resohed,  That  the  capture  and  condemnation, 
under  the  orders  of  the  British  Government,  and  «dju<> 
dications  of  their  Courts  of  Admiralty,  of  American  ves- 
sela  and  their  cargoes,  on  the  pretext  of  their  being  em- 
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ployed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  is  an  unprovoked  aggres- 
sion upon  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  these  United 
Statesi  a  violation  of  their  neutral  rights,  and  an  en- 
croachment upon  their  national  independence. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  restoration 
of  the  property  of  their  citizens,  captured  and  con- 
demned on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade 
with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time 
of  peace ;  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  such  Ame- 
rican citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages  sustained 
by  these  captures  and  condemnations ;  and  to  enter  into 
such  arrangements  with  the  British  Government,  on 
this  and  all  other  dififerences  subsisting  between  the  two 
nations,  and  particularly  respecting  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen,  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor 
and  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their 
earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their  citi- 
zens, by  amicable  negotiation,  that  justice  to  which 
they  are  entitled. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  by  law  the 
importation  into  the  United  States  of  any  of  the  follow- 
ing goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  being  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  the  dependencies  thereof,  that  is 
to  say :  woollens,  linens,  hats,  nails,  looking  glasses, 
mm,  hard-wares,  slate,  salt,  coal,  boots,  shoes,  ribbons, 
sHks,  and  plated  and  glass-wares.  Tha  said  prohibi- 
tion to  commence  from  the day  of ,  unless 

previously  thereto  equitable  arrangements  shall  bemade 
between  th6  two  Governments,  on  the  differences  sub- 
sisting between  them ;  and  to  continue  until  such  ar- 
rangements shall  be  agreed  upon  and  settled. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  first  resolution  report- 
ed by  the  committee^  as  follows : 

Resokedj  That  the  capture  of  American  vessels  and 
their  cargoes,  for  the  adjudication,  under  the  orders  of 
the  British  Government,  and  tlielr  condemnation  by 
their  Courts  of  Admiralty,  on  the  pretext  of  their  being 
employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Ghreat  Britain, 
pronibited  in  time  of  peace,  is  an  unprovoked  aggres- 
sion upon  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  thete  United 
States,  a  violation  of  their  neutral  rights,  and  an  en- 
croachment upon, their  national  independetioe : 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
^  And,  on  the  question  to  adopt  the  first  resolu- 
tion, as  reported  by  the  committee,  it  was  deter- 
mined unanimously  in  the  affirmative — yeas  38, 
as  follows : 

'  YxAS — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Brad- 
ley, Gaillard,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Kitchel, 
Logan,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sum- 
ter, Tracy,  Turner,  White,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 


Thursday,  February  IS. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  petitions  of 
Daniel  Clark,  John  Hays,  and  John  Dawson  and 
others,  purchasers  of  lands  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  now  State  of  Ohio,  praying  an  extension 
of  the  time  for  their  future  payment,  and  a  remis- 
sion of  interest  on  their  several  instalments,  for 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition  -y  and  the  peti- 
tions were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  severally  be  referred  to  the 


committee  appointed  on  the  16th  of  January  last, 
on  petitions  of  a  similar  nature,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  22d  of  January  last, 
the  bill,  entitled  '*An  aet  extending  the  powers  of 
the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisi- 
ana," reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  judges 
of  New  Orleans;  and  the  bill  was  amended,  and 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
entitled  'An  act  to  empower  the  board  of  wardens 
for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain 
duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned." 

The  bill  brought  up  for  concurrence  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Presiuent  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Pdstmaster  General  "of  the  post  roads  which 
have  not  produced  one-third  part  of  the  expense  of 
carrying  the  mail  upon  them  during  the  last  year;" 
and  the  report  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wa^  referred,  on  the  39th  of  January^  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  *'An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts,"  reported 
amendments]  which  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  lie  for  consideraticMi. 

Mr.  MiTbHiLL  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
Gershom  Craft,  President  of  the  American  Con- 
vention for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
praying  certain  additional  provisions  to  the  laws 
on  that  subject ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  'committee  to,  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  11th  instant,  the  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  Stages,  and  the  French  island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, reported  amendments ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of 
North  Carolina,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pate,  with  amend- 
ments. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  FOREIGN  MINISTERS. 

Aereeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Auams 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  abuse  of  the  privileges  and  immunities 
enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers  within  the  United 
States ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading.    The  bill  js  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted^  4^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  if  any  foreign  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other 
person  entitled  to  enjoy  within  the  United  States  the 
privileges  and  immunitiei  of  a  foreign  Ministeri  shall 
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commit  any  violation  of  the  municipal  laws,  which,  if 
committed  by  a  person  amenable  to  tho  ordinaiy  judi- 
cial authority  of  the  place  where  such  Ambassador, 
Minister,  or  other  person,  may  be  at  the  time  of  com- 
mitting such  offence,  would  be  indictable  by  a  grand 
jury,  and  punishable  by  death,  by  corporid  punishment, 
or  by  imprisonment  or  confinement  to  labor,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  upon  application  made  to  him 
hy  the  ExecutiTe  authority  of  the  State  or  Territory 
where  such  offence  may  be  committed,  or  upon  the 
complaint  to  him  of  any  person  injured  or  aggrieved 
hy  such  offence  so  committed,  and  upon  proof  of  the 
facts,  satisfactory  to  the  said  President,  being  furnished 
to  him  in  support  of  such  application  or  complaint,  shall 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  demand  of  the  Sov- 
ereign of  the  said  offending  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person,  justice  upon  the  offender,  and  repara- 
tion to  any  persoaor  persons  thus  injured  or  aggrieved ; 
and  in  case  of  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  said  Sover- 
eign, to  comply  with  such  demand  for  justice  anj  repa- 
ration, the  President  of  the  Udited  States  is  hereby 
further  authorized  to  order  such  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person  so  offending,  to  depait  from  the  United 
States  and  the  Territories  tiiereof ;  or  to  send  him  home 
to  his  Sovereign,  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the 
o£knce,  and  at  his  the  said  Presidents  discretion. 

Sic.  2«  And  he  it  further  enaetedy  That,  firom  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  if  any  foreign  Ambassa- 
dor, Minister,  or  other  person  entitled  to  enjoy  within 
the  United  States  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
foreign  Minister,  shall,  withiix  the  United  States  or^the 
Territories  thereof,  commit  any  act  of  hostility,  or  enter 
into  any  conspiracy  against  the  Government  of  ihp 
United  States,  or  shall  personally  insult  or  treat  with 
disrespect  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
time  being,  the  said  President  shall  be,  and  is  hereby 
authorized,  at  his  discretion,  to  order  the  said  Ambas- 
sador, Minister,  or  other  person  so  offending,  to  with- 
draw from  the  seat  of  Government  and  the  Territoiy  of 
Columbia,  or  to  depart  from  the  United  States  and  the 
Territories  thereof ;  and  in  case  of  refusal  or  neglect 
by  such  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  afore- 
said, to  obey  such  order  within  a  reasonable  time,  of 
which  the  said  President  shall  judge,  the  said  President 
shall  be  and  is  hereby  further  authorized  to  send  the 
said  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  aforesaid,- 
home  to  his  Sovereign;  and  in  either  case  to  demand 
of  the  said  Sovereign  the  punishment  of  such  ofSending 
Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  aforesaid,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  and  aggravation^  of  the  offence, 
and  conformably  to  the  law  of  nations. 

Ssc.  3.  And  beii  further  enacted,  That,  in'every  case, 
when  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall,  under 
the  authority  of  this  act,  order  any  foreign  Ambassa- 
dor.  Minister,  or  other  person  entitled  to  enjoy  within 
the  United  States  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a 
foreign  Minister,  to  withdraw  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment and  the  Territory  of  Columbia;  or  to  depart  from 
the  United  States  and  the  Territories  thereof;  or  shall 
send  any  such  offending  Ambassador,  Minister  or  other 
person  as  aforesaid,  home  to  his  Sovereign ;  the  said 
President  shall,  in  the  order  given  to  such  Ambassador, 
Minister,  or  other  penon  as  aforesaid  to  depart,  or  to 
withdraw,  signify  the  offence  upon  which  such  order 
shiU  be  founded ;  and  shall  assign  to  the  Sovereign  of 
ths  said  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  afore- 
said, the  reasons  for  which  sudi  order  shall  have  been 
given,  or  for  which  the  said  Ambassador,  Minister,  or 
other  penwA  as  aforesaid^  shall  be  sent  home ;  particu- 


larly specifying  that  such  proceedings  are  not  on  ac- 
count of  any  national  differences,  but  on  account  of 
the  personal  misconduct  of  such  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person  as  aforesaid. ' 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  made  oo  the  5th 
instant,  on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  which  relates  to  the 
spoliation  of  our  commerce,  and  of  the  new  prin- 
ciples assumed  by  the  British  Courts  of  Admir- 
alty, was  resumed. 

Mr.*  Israel  Smith  said  that  he  was  extremely 
sorry  that  he  could  not  bring  bis  mind  to  assent 
to  the  second  resolution ;  because  he  viewed  it  of 
great  importance  that  there  should  be  unanimity 
upon  a  subject  of  this  nature.  He  was  not  op- 
posed to  it  from  any  Constitutional  objection, 
arisiug  from  a  belief  that  the  Senate  had  no  ri^ht 
to  give  their  advice  and  consent  to  the  Executive 
as  to  the  course  and  conditions  upon  which  they 
desired  that  an  accommodation  might  be  brought 
about;  but  he  was  o{}posed  to  it  from  the  peculiar 
impropriety  of  so  doing,  deduced  from  the  whole 
circumstances  of  the  case,  a^  it  now  presented  it- 
self for  consideration.  It  would  be  recollected 
by  the  Senate^  that  many  of  our  complaints 
against  the  British  Government  were  of  long  con- 
tinuance ;  that  they  had  been  the  subject  of  our 
pointed  and  repeated  remonstrances,  and  in  a  par- 
ticular manner^  the  impressment  of  American 
seamen;  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  they  had 
committed  vast  spoliations  on  our  commerce,  not 
under  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of  nations,  as  their 
subsequent  transactions  with  our  Gk>Ternment 
have  acknowledged;  but  under  the  authority  of 
the  particular  orders  of  their  Grovernment,  there- 
by subjecting  the  property  of  our  merchants  4ipon 
the  high  seas,  not  only  to  the  restrictions  and  for- 
feitures incurred  by  the  law  of  nations,  but  also 
exposing  it  to  all  the  vexations  and  forfeitures 
growing  out  of  the  caprice  of  British  orders  of 
capture.  The  late  encroachments  on  our  rights 
as  a  neutral  nation,  and  which  are  now  the  sub- 
ject of  consideration,  are  of  a  nature  similar  to 
those  we  have  before  experienced,  and  proceed 
from  the  same  unwarrantable  cause;  and,  further, 
are  continued  in  full  force  and  operation  at  the 
very  moment  our  Government  is  pressing  upon 
their  consideration  the  injustice  of  their  proceed- 
ings, by  arffument,  too  strong  and  convincing  to 
admit  of  doubt.  And  how  are  they  answered  1 
By  procrastination,  and  hints  that  the  necessity 
of  the  case  is  a  sufficietit  justification.  The  £x- 
ecutivcj  indignant  at  this  evasion^  and  despairing, 
of  redress  by  any  further  appeal  to  their  justice 
and  magnanimity,  has  turned  to  the  National  Le- 
gislature, and  inlormed  them  that  what  remained 
to  be  done  on  this  interesting  subject  must  rest 
on  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  Congress.  We 
have  already  unanimously  resolved,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Government  is  an  "  unpro- 
voked aggression  on  our  neutral  rights."  What, 
then,  he  asked,  would  be  the  measures  looked  for 
from  this  body,  as  proper  to  repel  this  outrage? 
Could  anyone  expect  that  the  first  thing  sug- 
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gested  to  their  miofl  would  be,  that  the  Executive 
should  again  immediately  renew  the  Degotiation? 
Has  he  not  already  told  us.  that  he  despairs  of  ob- 
taining redress  by  a  simple  appeal  to  their  jus- 
tice and  magnanimity  ?  Or,  is  this  resolution  to 
be  understood  as  spealdng  to  the  Executive  a  lan- 
guage like  this:  You  have  not  ably,  zealously, 
and  perseveringly  exercised  the  powers  vested  in 
you  by  the  Constitution,  to  bring  about  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  difficulties  and  misunderstandings 
subsisting  between  the  two  Governments;  or  you 
are  not  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  stipulating  an  indemnification  for  the  losses 
our  merchants  ha^e  already  sustained.  Or,  that 
there  is  some  avenues  to  a  sense  of  justice  in  this 
nation,  which  you  have  not  sufficiently  attempted. 
Surely  language  like  this  is  disrespectful.  We 
ought  not  to  adopt  a  resolution  on  a  subject,  as 
important  as  the  present,  without  being  able  to 
assign  a  substantial  reason.  Are  we  fearful  that 
the  Executive,  after  we  have  afforded  the  neces- 
sary legislative  impulse  to  this  negotiation  will 
be  slack  or  unskilful  in  the  application  of  it?  Or 
do  we,  by  these  officious  instructions,  wish  to  der- 
ogate from  his  merit  by  arrogating  to  ourselves 
that  applause  to  which,  upon  a  successful  and  sat- 
isfactory negotiation,  he  will  be  justly  entitled  ? 
Mr.  S.  hoped  that  no  consideration  of  this  sort 
would  influence  the  Senate.  He  believed  that 
there  was  a  disposition  in  the  Executive,  when 
furnished  with  the  necessary  aid,  to  pursue  nego- 
tiation so  long  as  the  least  gleam  of  nope  of  suc- 
cess remained.  Beyond  that,  no  one  could  ask 
him  to  persevere.  He  believed  that  each  mem- 
bef  of  the  Senate  entertained  the  same  opinion. 
Where  then,  he  asked,  is  the  use'of  this  requisition 
to  the  Executive?  Is  it  to  be  understood,  as  has 
been  partially  hinted  by  one  honorable  member, 
that  there  is  no  legislative  aids  which  the  Execu- 
tive, or  this  nation,  can  wisely  resort  to  on  this 
occasion?  Are  we  to  be  told  (hat  Congress  have 
no  power  to  lay  duties  on  exports,  or  in  short, 
that  our  powers  are  insufficient ;  or  that  we  are 
too  weakj  or  too  dependent  as  a  nation,  to  contend 
for  our  rights  ?  We  therefore  recommend  it  to 
the  Executive,  (after  having  secured  our  mer- 
chants for  past  depredations,)  to  enter  into  such 
arrangements  and  stipulations  upon  points  in  con- 
troversy by  mutual  sacrifices;  such  as  shall  be 
likely  to  meet  and  promote  the  views  of  both  par- 
ties, and  thus  recommend  justice  to  be  sacrificed 
to  peace.  For,  he  askcfd,  what  encroachment 
upon  the  rights  of  that  nation,  or  depredations 
upon  the  property  of  its  subjects,  have  we  to  give 
up,  for  the  purchase  of  this,  our  indubitable  right, 
as  a  neutral  nation,  which  thcyhave  so  flagrantly 
and  frequently  violated  ?  He  hoped  there  was  no 
disposition  in  the  Senate  to  commute  any  of  our 
rights  as  a  nation,  by  sacrifices  to  any  of  the  con- 
siderations before-mentioned,  and  in  a  particular 
manner,  by  any  abandonment  of  principles;  and 
yet  it  appeared  to  him,  if  there  is  any  pertinency 
m  the  resolution,  this  must  be  the  interpretation. 
He  observed  it  was  extremely  unwise  to  speak 
this  language^  both  as  it  related  to  our  own  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  with  which  we  have  to  con- 


tend. The  latter  will  easily  read  in  this  resolu* 
tion  the  ccrurse  which  the  Senate  wish  to  pursue, 
and  efforts  will  be  made  accordingly.  Should  it 
not  be  in  unison  with  the  views  of  the  Executive 
of  our  own  Grovernment,  it  will  weaken  instead 
of  strengthening  his  exertions  for  the  public  good. 
We  have  already  experienced  the  evils  resulting 
from  too  great  an  anxiety  to  enter  into  commercial 
rejgfulations  with  that  nation.  A  former  treaty 
stipulated  an  iademnity  to  our  merchants  for  sim- 
ilar depredations;  that  imremnity  has  ultimately 
devolved  on  our  own  Government.  We  pur- 
chased the  miserable  commercial  privileges  of 
that  treaty  (if  it  contained  any,)  at  the  expense  of - 
our  neutrality ;  and  by  doing  violence  to  tne  obli- 
gations imposed  upon  us  by  that  neutrality,  drew 
down  upon  ourselves  the  resentment  of  a  power- 
erful  nation,  which  involved  an  expense  ^f  more 
than  ten  million  of  dollars.  He  observed  it  would 
be  better  for  the  Government,  in  his  opinion,  to 
insure  our  merchants  against  any  depredations 
which  the  utmost  rapacity  of  the  British  would 
be  likely  to  invite,  than  again  to  enter  into  the  un- 
equal, the  shameful,  and  wicked  stipulation  of  the 
former  treaty.  He  said  gentlemen  were  not  to 
understand  that  he  was  for  actual  hostilities 
against  Great  Britain.  He  deprecated  war  as 
much  as  any  man.  If  mild  measures  are  adopted, 
the  more  certain  will  be  the  calculation  of  a  per- 
severance in  them ;  and  without  a  spirit  of  per- 
severance little  can  be  hoped  from  any  measure. 
He  hoped  that  Congress  would  be  disposed  otk 
this  occasion  to  wield  the  only  weapon  which 
could  promise  success ;  that  they  may  take  such 
measures  as  will  prove  to  Great  Britain  that  the 
United  States  will  ultimately  have  no  commerce 
with  them,  but  upon  terms  of  the  most  perfect 
reciprocity.  This  ground,  if  Once  taken,  will  be 
easily  maintained.  It  is  recommended  by  being 
both  peaceable  and  effectual,  while  all  others  .are 
doubtful  and  unequal.  He  concluded  by  hoping 
that  the  resolution  would  be  rejected,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him  disrespectful  to  the  Executive,  un- 
necessary, and  inconsistent  with  the  public  good. 
Mr.  Andbrson. — ^Mr.  President:  The  honora- 
ble member  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Smith)  seems  to 
entertain  an  opinion  that  it  will  be  indelicate  to- 
ward the' President  of  the  United  States  to  adopt 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration.  Having 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  who  reported  it, 
I  feel  somewhat  bound  to  endeavor  to  obviate  this 
objection;  having  done  which,  I  shall  then  pro- 
ceed to  answer  some  other  objections,  and  offer  - 
some  reasons  in  favor  of  adopting  the  resolution. 
I  expect  it  will  be  conceded,  that,  if  it  be  Consti- 
tutional to  pass  this  resolution,  it  cannot  be  indel- 
icate toward  the  President.  Let  us  examine  the 
language  of  the  Constitution  upon  this  point. 
The  (Constitution  says  that  the  President  shall 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  tire  Senate,  to  make  treaties.  Now,  I  contend 
that  the  true  meaning  of  this  clause  is,  that  the 
advice  should  precede  the  making  of  the  treaty, 
and  that  it  was  couched  in  the  language  in  which 
we  find  it,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaming  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Senate  as  to  the  principles  upon  which 
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the  treaty  should  be  made.  And,  upoa  ezamining 
your  Executive  Journal,  you  will  fiud  that  this 
coDstructioD  was  given  to  the  Constitation  by 
Gfeoeral  Washinqton,  who,  having  been  the 
President  of  the  Convention,  must  reasonably  be 
suppc»ed  to  have  understood  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  in  all  its  parts.  And, 
so  far  did  he  extend  the  construction  for  which  I 
contend,  that  the  Executive  Journal  will  show,  in 
order  to  ask  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  relative  to  a 
treaty  he  contemplated  makmg,  that,  in  the  year 
1790,  he  actually  took  his  seat  in  the  Presidential 
chair  of  this  body,  and  asked  the  advice  of  the 
Senate  upon  sundry  articles,  which  he  proposed 
making  the  basis  of  the  treaty.  Thus  it  would 
seem,  that  the  first  President  ot  the  United  States, 
in  discharge  of  his  duty,  had  given  the  foregoing 
construction  to  the  Constitution.  Some  inconve- 
nience having,  however,  been  found  to  arise  from 
this  mode  of  asking  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  it 
has  since  fallen  into  disuse.  But  the  latter  prac- 
tice cannot,  nor  ought  not,  be  considered  as  qon- 
demning  the  construction  of  which  I  conceive  the 
Constitation  is  fairly  susceptible.  Because  the 
construction  given  by  the  first  President  so  imme- 
diately after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution must  be  considered  as  proceeding  from  the 
true  sense  and  correct  opinion  which  he  then  en- 
tertained of  the  respective  rights  qi  the  treaty- 
making  power. 

In  support  of  this  construction,  Mr.  President,  I 
can  also  show,  from  your  Executive  Journals,  so 
late  as  last  session,  that  the  Senate  passed  a  reso- 
lution, requesting  the  President  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians.  And  although 
it  may  be  said,  that  the  Creeks  not  being  a  foreign 
nation,  it  is  not  an  appante  case,  I  however  con- 
ceive the  principle  to  pe  precisely  the  same.  For 
we  have  always  treated  the  Indians  as  independ- 
ent nations,  and  the  same  proceedings  and  for- 
malities had  uniformly  been  had  in  making  the 
treaties,  and  ratifying  them,  as  have  been  had, 
with  other  nations.  So  much, Mr.  President,! 
have  thought  proper  to  say^  in  order  to  show,  that 
if  we  pass  this  tesolutian,  we  do  not  ofier  any  in- 
delicacy to  the  President.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
will  only  exercise  our  Constitutional  power, which 
the  peculiar  perilous  situation  of  our  country 
seems  imperiously  to  demand.  I  should  not  have 
taken  up  so  much  time  upoja  this  point,  had  not 
the  constitutionality  of  passing  the  resolution  been 
also  objected  to  by  the  other  honorable  member 
from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Bradley.) 

In  discussing  the  merits  of  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration,  it  will  be  necessary  that  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  great  principle  of  the 
one,  which  has  already  pasaed  thb  House,  by  a 
ananimous  vote,  because  this  second  resolution 
is  predicated  upon  the  principle  of  the  first.  In 
the  first  we  declare,  that  the  capture  and  eon- 
demnatioD,  under  the  orders  of  the  British  Qov- 
erpment,  and  adjudication  of  their  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty, of  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes, 
on  the  pretext  of  their  being  employed  in  a  trade 
with  tlte  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in 
time  of  peace,  la  an  anprovoktd  aggresuon  upon 
9th  CoK.— 4 


the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
a  violation  of  their  neutral  rights,  and  an  en- 
croachment upon  their  national  independence. 

In  order  to  show  that  the  ground  we  have  taken 
is  correct,  I  will  take  leave  to  refer  to  a  book  (en- 
titled An  Examination  of  the  British  Doctrine 
which  subjects  to  capture  a  neutral  trade,  not  open 
in  time  of  peace)  ascribed  to  a  gentleman  high  in 
office,  who  has  deservedly  acquired  great  celebrity 
in  the  political  world.  It  will  be  ^und  that  the 
principle  contended  for  in  the  resolution  I  have 
cited,  obtained  as  early  as  the  first  rise  of  regular 
commerce,  and  was  even  reduced  to  system,  as 
early  as  1338.  To  this  doctrine  Great  Britain 
acceded  by  treaty  with  Sweden,  in  1655,  and  af- 
terwards, in  1674,  she  actually  claimed  and  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  a  free  trade,  she  being  at  that 
time  in  peace  and  the  Dutch  in  war  with  France. 
With  what  kind  of  pretext  can  Great  Britain  pre- 
tend to^eprive  us  or  the  exercise  of  the  very  rights 
which  she  her-selfhas  claimed  and  exercised,  upon 
precisely  the  same  principles?  Besides,  those  neu- 
tral rights  have,  by  constant  and  very  long  usage, 
become  the  established'  law  of  nations,  and  havie 
from  time  to  time  been  ingrafted  into  many  trea- 
ties even  where  Great  Britain  was  herself  a  party. 
Upon  this  doctrine,  thus  sustained,  we  request  the 
President  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  restora- 
tion of  the  property  of  our  citizens,  captured  and 
condemned  on  the  pretext  of  its  beini;  employed 
in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  pro- 
hibited in  time  of  peace,  and  upon  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  such  American  citizens  for  their  losses 
and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  apd  con- 
demnations. It  has  been  objected  that  the  lan- 
guage of  this  resolution  is  too  strong,  that  the 
words  demand  and  insist  go  too  far ;  and  that  the 
absolute  restoration  of  our  vessels,  d&c.  will,  by  these 
words  being  retained,  be  made  the  ^n£  gua  nanof  an 
accommodation  with  Great  Britain.  If,  sir,  wa 
were  to  express  ourselves  in  less  forcible  langua^^, 
we  should,  in  my  opinion^  subvert  our  own  prm- 
ciplesy  and  recede  from  the  high  ground  we  nave 
taken,  which  might  eventually  radically  destroy 
our  neutral  rights,  and  completely  paralyze  our 
commerce. 

The  words  demarui  and  insist  are  diplomatic, 
and  as  such  most  proper  to  be  used,  and  the  more 
so,  as  they  seem  to  be  appropriate  to  the  principle 
of  the  first  resolution..  But.  Mr.  Presiaent,  the 
latter  part  of  this  resolution,  by  which  indemnifi- 
cation may  be  made,  and  new  arrangements  en- 
tered into  with  Great  Britain,  so  far  ameliorates 
those  precedent  words  that  the  JPiesident  will  pos- 
sess ample  powers,  according  to  a  true  exposition 
of  the  whole  taken  together,  and  be  will  not,  in 
my  opinion,  be  trammelled  in  the  manner  the  gen" 
tleman  from  Ohio  conceives.  In  settling  national 
differences,  it  has  ever  been  necessary,  in  some 
points  to  give  a  little,  and  in  others  to  take,  accord- 
ing to  the  peculiar  circumstances,  upon  which  the 
negotiation  might  happen  to  turn ;  either  upon  a 
point  of  national  honor,  or  an  interesting  point  of 
national  jeommerce,  or  both  so  connected  as  not 
well  to  be  severed.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  President, 
I  do  believe  it  will  be  highly  important  that  ^he 
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Senate  should,  at  this  interestiog  moment,  express 
their  opinion  upon  our  national  concerns  with 
Great  Britain  in  such  language,  that  the  sense  we 
entertain  of  our  injuries  cannot  ne  mistaken.  The 
principles  and  policy  of  our  Government  require 
that  we  should  prefer  negotiation  in  the  first  in- 
stance ;  and  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  by  a 
strong  vote  of  this  body,  will  doubtless  add  great 
weight  to  the  object.  If,  however,  we  should  un- 
fortunately be  driven  to  the  dernier  resort,  I  trust 
we  shall  never  recede  one  point  from  the  ffrooBd 
we  have  taken,  as^ expressed  in  our  first  resolution. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL  said  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  adopted  in  its  full  extent.  On  this  sub- 
ject he  difiered  wholly  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  (Kfr.  Israel  Smith.) 

As  the  proposition  recommended  to  the  Senate 
by  the  select  committee  ^as  now  before  them  in 
its  most  broad  and  extensive  sense,  he  should  ap- 
ply his  remarks  to  the  principle^  rather  than  to  the 
form  of  the  resolution  under  debate. 

Toward  the  end  of  of  1803,  more  than  half  tiie 
articles  of  the  treaty  between  our  Government  and 
that  of  Great  Britain  had  ceased.  Since  that 
event  commercial  intercourse  had  been  carried  on 
by  the  two  nations,  under  their  respective  laws, 
without  any  convention  or  pact  between  them. 
Inconveniences  had  been  experienced  in  various 
ways  from  that  time  to  the  present.  An  attempt 
indeed  had  been  made  two  years  ago  to  remove  a 
considerable  part  of  them  by  a  repeal  of  the  counter- 
vailing duties;  but  that  efibrt  not  corresponding 
with  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  had  been  relin- 
quished. 

The  war  which  was  rekindled  in  Europe  soon 
after  the  expiration  of  the  temporary  articles  of 
the  treaty  had  embarrassed  the  commerce  of  the 
great  maritime  powers,  and  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  neutrals  an  extraordinary  proportion  of  the 
colonial  and  carrying  trade.  The  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  among  others,  had  profited  by  the 
opportunity,  and  engaged  extensively  in  this  neu- 
tral commerce.  But  it  had  been  the  policy,  of 
fGreat  Britain,  the  strongest  maritime  nation  among 
the  belligerents,  to  interrupt  this  intercourse  of 
neutrals,  with  the  colonies  of  her  colonies,  as  if 
they  had  been  her  own  colonies.  A  series  of  out- 
rageous proceedings  had  been  the  result;  such  as 
had  excited  the  most  lively  indignation  against 
them  from  Maine  to  Ckorgia,  and  roused  the  na- 
tion with  one  voice  to  resist  and  sepel  them. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  enumerate  a  few  of  these 
injurious  principles  and  acts.  The  great  and 
fundamental  regulation,  which  served  as  a  ground- 
work for  a  principal  part  of  the  rest,  was,  that  a 
commerce  allowed  to  neutrals  by  belligerents,  dur- 
ing and  on  account  of  the  war,  ought  to  be  pro- 
hibited. The  assumption  of  such  a  rule,  in  con- 
tradiction of  all  the  practices,  acknowledgments, 
and  treaties,  among  civilized  nations,  was  a  dan- 

ferous  innovation  upon  their  public  law.  It  was 
owever  followed  by  another  declaration  of  theirs, 
equally  unfounded  in  truth  and  reason,  and  this 
was,  that,  as  the  adherence  to  the  principle  was 
rightfully  in  them,  they  miffht  relax  from  the  ob- 
servance of  it  when  they  pfeased;  and  that  such 


relaxations  were  always  acts  of  favor  and  grace 
to  neutrals. 

Another  of  the 'extravagant  consequences  of 
this  doctrine  was,  that  the  belligerent  might  in- 
quire into  the  intention  of  the  neutral,  as  to  colo- 
nial produce  exported  from  his  own  country  under 
drawback,  and  if  he  could  not  prove  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  prize  court,  that  such  produce  was 
originally  imported  into  the  neutral  country  for 
consumption  there,  without  the  design  of  sending 
it  abroad  once  more,  the  ship  and  cargo  should  b« 
condemned ;  thus  declaring  that  two  di&tinet  com- 
mercial operations,  were  one  and  the  same  con- 
tinued voyage. 

So  it  has  been  pretended  and  insisted  by  tbem 
that  a  vessel  wl^ich  has  escaped  their  vigilance  on 
a  voyage  from  the  neutral  to  the  belligerent  port, 
and  has  begun  her  return  voyage  loaded  with  the 
productions  (not  contraband)  of  the  latter  couo- 
try  in  exchange  for  the  cargo  carried  thither,  may 
be  captured  and  condemned,  under  an  allegation 
that  such  outward  cargo  was  the  produce  of  au 
enemy's  colony.  By  this  means,  the  certificate 
of  origin  as  to  French  produce,  was  made  the  evi- 
dence on  which'  the  condemnation  was  grounded 
in  a  British  court. 

The  catalogue  of  grievances,  be  said,  was  long 
and  odious ;  but  hewould  mention  the  oppressive 
manner  in  Tjfhich  the  British  exercised  the  right 
of  search,  the  unjustifiable  impressment  of  seamen 
wherever  they  pleased  to  take  them,  and  their  ar- 
bitrary proQeedings  relative  to  blockaded  ports,  as 
tending  to  wound  the  feelings  of  individuals,  to 
excite  national  irritation,  and  to  revive  those  sen- 
timents of  animosity  and  hatred  which  had  been 
dying  away  ^ver  since  the  Revolutionary  war ; 
and  but  for  these  renewed  acts  of  hostility  would 
have  risen  no  more. 

With  all  these  difficulties  in  view,  stated  and 
reiterated  from  all  the  commercial  cities  of  the 
nation,  the  proposition  now  under  consideration 
had  been  reported.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  an 
admonition  to  the  President,  to  make  a  further  ef- 
fort to  accommodate  these  difierences  in  a  just 
and  amicable  way.  The  resolve  which  passed 
the  Senate  unanimously  yesterday,  comprehended 
a  total  denial  of  the  interpolated  otaxims,  and  the 
conduct  which  they  authorized.  The  resolution 
now  before  the  Senate  was  a  corollary  from  the 
other.  It  sprang  from  the  former  as  a  natural  in- 
ference. The  two  were  so  intimately  connected, 
that  he  considered  the  adoption  of  the  formier  as 
a  favorable  prelude  to  the  reception  of  this.  And 
having  declared  that  unprovok^  aggressions  had 
been  made  upon  the  persons  and  properties  of  our 
citizens,  there  was  an  evident  popriety  in  endea- 
voring to  negotiate  on  the  subject  ana  settle  the 
difierences  by  fair  discussion. 

But  an  objection  had  been  made,  that  the  Sen- 
ate was  about  to  proffer  advice  to  the  President 
of  the' United  States.  The  resolution  c<»tainly 
was  written  for  that  purpose,  and  in  this  there 
was  the  strictest  propriety.  For,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, this  body  is  the  council  o^  tnat  hiffh  Ex- 
ecutive ofiicer.  In  questions  touching  our  foreign 
r«lattoii8|  the  Senators  are  dcolared  by  the  sa- 
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pre  me  law  of  the  land  to  be  the  Preiidenrs  coun- 
sellors. In  urgent  and  arduous  cases  it  was  not 
only  allowable  for  them  to  exercise  this  right,  but 
it  was  their  duty  to  do  so.  By  such  a  measure 
there  was  no  reflection  on  the  Chief  Magistrate  ; 
for  it  was  well  known  he  had  visilantly  and  cor- 
rectly done  his  duty.  He  bad  lelT  nothing  untried 
that  was  in  his  power.  Now,  however,  when 
another  effort  was  to  be  made,  he  believed  the 
President,  though  firm  in  the  performance  of  the 
important  trusts  reposed  in  bim,  would  be  comfort- 
ed and  streegthened  by  the  approving  roice  of  his 
Constitutional  advisers.  With  this  resolution  in 
his  hand,  he  would  speak  to  a  foreign  nation  in  a 
bolder  tone,  and  employ  the  energetic  language  of 
his  united  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  M.  did  not  think,  with  the  gentleman  who 
preceded  him,  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposition 
would  be  productive  of  discord;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, wooid  have  a  happy  tendency  to  promote 
harmony,  by  a  candid  and  patriotic  communica- 
tion of  sentiments  between  these  two  important 
organs  of  the  Government. 

Of  the  three  resolutions  reported  by  the  select 
committee,  the  second,  which  was  the  one  under 
consideration,  was  solely  of  an  Executive  nature. 
The  two  others,  to  wit :  the  first  which  had  pass- 
ed without  a  dissenting  voice,  and  the  third  which 
remained  to  be  acted  upon,  were  of  a  Legislative 
complexion.  Together,  they  constituted  a  series 
of  measures  adapted  to  the  present  exigencies  of 
the  nation.  The  first  declared  the  wrongs  done 
us ;  the  second  proposed  td  settle  the  dispute  to 
which  those  wrongs  gave  rise,  by  equitaole  ar- 
rangement or  treaty;  and  the  third  proposed,  in 
case  no  settlement  could  be  obtained  Upon  just  and 
honorable  terms,  to  diminish  our  intercourse  with 
a  nation  whose  administration  was  so  unjust  and 
inflexible.  There  was  another  step  which  might 
have  been  the  subject  of  a  fourth  resolution,  and 
that  was  war.  For  his  part,  he  believed  the  acts 
of  the  cruisers  and  courtsof  His  Britannic  Majesty 
were  direotly  and  openly  hostile;  and  it  was 
only  necessary  for  us  to  consider  them  so,  to  make 
ourselves  a  party  in  the  strife  amon^  the  nations. 
Although  the  provocation  was  sufficient  to  justify 
us  in  a  declaration  of  war,  Mr.  M.  said  he  would 
at  present  prefer  a  difll^ent  policy.  He  would  in 
the  first  place  make  another  overture  of  civility ; 
and  if  that  did  not  succeed,  our  connexion  could 
be  discontinued.  If,  after  that,  it  should  be  neces- 
sary to  put  ourselves  in  hostile  array,  he  knew 
theie  was  courage  enough  in  the  nation  to  make 
an  enemy,  now  as  heretofore,  tremble  on  approach- 
ing our  shores. 

viewing  the  subject  in  this  manner,  and  con- 
ceiving the  propoitition  as  one  of  a  catenation  of 
measures  on  a  subject  of  great  national  importance 
and  uncommon  public  solicitudej  he  was  earnest 
in  his  hope  thait  it  would  be  earned,  like  the  pre- 
ceding one,  not  by  a  mere  majority,  but  by  an 
unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Bayard. — Mr.  President^  if  there  be  any 
objection  to  the  resolution  now  before  us,  it  is  that 
it  shelters  the  Executive  Qovernment  from  that 
jrespon^ibility  as  to  its  measores  which  properly 


ought  to  attach 'to  it.  The  duty  prescribed  by  the 
resolution  is  of  an  Executive  nature,  and  the 
President  is  charged  with  the  care  of  those  inter- 
ests for  which  the*  resolution  provides.  By  pre- 
scribing a  course  of  conduct  to  the  Executive,  we 
release  that  branch  of  Government  from  responsi- 
bility as  to  the  event,  and  take  it  upon  ourselves. 
But,  sir,  though  I  feel  this  obiection,  yet  at  the 
present  moment  it.  is  outweighed  by  other  con- 
siderations. The  state  of  our  public  anairs  is  criti- 
cal, and  at  such  a  time  I  think  it  becomes  every 
branch  and  member  of  the  Government  to  co-ope- 
rate with  cordiality  and  zeal  in  support  of  each 
other,  and  to  strive  to  do  more  rather  than  less 
than  their  respective  duty. 

The  design  of  this  resolution,  sir,  presents  itself 
to  my  mind  in  a  very  different  point  of  view  from 
that  in  which  it  appears  to  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  (Mr.  Smith.)  That  honorable  member 
is  opposea  to  it  because  he  thinks  it  gives  just 
cause  of  offence  to  the  President :  That  we  pre- 
scribe to  the  President  a  duty  which  he  ought 
certainly  to  perform  without  our  injunction,  and 
of  consequence  we  betray  doubts  that  he  will  do 
what  belongs  to  his  office  without  our  interference. 

For  my  part,  sir,  I  do  not  consider  the  resolution 
as  intended  in  any  degree  for  the  President,  but 
as  designed  for  the  British  Government.  I  sup- 
pose without  the  resolution  the  President  would 
take  the  course  which  it  marks  out.  But  we  in- 
tend to  manifest  by  it,  that  it  is  not  simply  the 
opinion  of  the  President  that  specific  redress 
should  be  granted  for  the  wrongs  we  have  suffer- 
ed, but  that  it  is  the  concurrent  sense  of  this 
branch  of  the  Government,  that  such  redress 
should  be  insisted  on.  I  do  not  mean  that  we 
should  be  considered  as  offering  an  empty  menace 
to  the  British  cabinet,  but  a  demonstration  of  the 
union  of  different  branches  of  our  Government  jn 
demanding  satisfaction  for  the  wrongs  done  us. 
Foreign  Governments  calculate  much  on  our  di- 
visions, our  union  will  disappoint  those  calcu- 
lations. 

It  has  been  objected  by' the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  that  it  is  improper  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion, because  it  is  not  the  ground  of  any  legisla- 
tive proceeding.  The  gentleman  is  too  late  in 
making  this  objection.  He  has  voted  for  the  first 
resolution,  which  less  than  the  (iresent  is  the  basis 
of  a  legislative  acti  At  present  it  is  designed  only 
as  the  declaration  of  our  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  a  foreign  nation.  But  I  am  not  disposed' 
.to  admit  that  these  resolutions  may  not  become 
the  ground  of  a  legislative  act.  it  belongis  to 
Congress  to  declare  war,  and  when  I  give  my  as- 
sent to  these  resolutions,  I  consider  myself  as 
pledged  to  vote  for  was,  if  redress  is  not  granted 
to  us.  In  adopting  the  first  resolution,  we  have 
gone  too  far  to  recede.  We  have  declared  that 
unprovoked  aggressions  have  been  committed  on 
the  property  of  our  citizens — that  our  neutral 
rights  have  been  violated  and  our  national  inde- 

{>endence  trenched  upon.  This  unanimous  dec- 
aration  is  recorded  in  your  journals;  and  can  we 
hesitate  whether  we  will  bear  the  wrongs  and  af- 
fronts jput  upon  us,  or  hazard  the  peril  of  a  war  1 
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Can  we,  sir,  after  the  declaration  which  we  have 
made,  sit  qaietly  down  and  console  ourselves  with 
the  meek  virtue  of  sufierins  with  forbearance  ? 
For  what  purpose  ^ave  gentlemen  agreed  to  the 
first  resolution  ?  To  show  the  world  we  knew  the 
extent  of  our  injuries,  yet  from  indolence  or  dread 
we  meant  they  should  pass  unredressed  and  una- 
venged ? 

I  hope,  sir,  it  will  not  be  thought  that  I  wish 
for  war,  or  would,  without  adequate  cause,  plunge 
the  nation  into  it.  I  am  contending  onl^  tnat  we 
must  learn  to  insist  upon  our  national  rights,  or, 
by  and  by,  none  will  belong  to  us.  We  must  learn 
to  defend  our  honor  as  a  people,  or  soofi  we  shall 
be  without  national  character.  We  are  best  pro- 
tected against  war  when  it  is  known  that  we  are 
ready  to  meet  it.  Let  the  nations  of  Europe  know 
that  a  love  of  ease,  a  dread  of  disaster,  or  an  ap- 
prehension of  privations,  chain  you  to  a  state  of 
peace,  and  they  will  drain  your  treasury  of  its  last 
cent,  and  make  you  drink  the  dregs  of  humiliation. 

I  hope  the  Government  will  never  go  to  war 
without  a  just  and  sufficient  cause.  But  when 
that  cause  does  exist,  I  hope  they;  will  not  jbe  ap- 
palled by  the  dangers  or  calamities  of  war.  The 
resolution  before  us  is  not,  however,  a  declaration 
of  war.  We  have  stated  in  the  first  resolution 
the  wrongs  we  have  suffered,  we  here  state  the 
redress  we  expect.  T  do  not  consider  that  the  reso- 
lution enjoins  on  the  President  any  particular 
mode  of  negotiation,  or  to  demand  any  specific 
satisfaction.  But  it  requires  something  substan- 
tial ;  direct,  satisfaction,  or  equivalent  indemnity, 
and  some  assurance  of  future  security. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution  because  I  think 
it  will  facilitate  the  negotiations  of  the  President. 
When  it  is  seen  that  we  are  united  in  insisting 
upon  our  rights,  that  rather  than  abandon  them 
we  are  resolved  to  encounter  any  alternative,  it 
must  create  an  impression  and  serious  reflection 
abroad.  The  resolutions  justify  the  President  in 
speaking  in  a  manly  tone  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, in  holding  a  language  worthy  of  a  great  and 
free  people,  and  I  therefore  give  them  my  cordial 
support. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  now  adjourned. 

Friday,  February  14. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, entitled  ^An  act  to  empower  the  board 
of  wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect 
a  certain  duty  on  tonnage  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Maclat,  Mitchill,  and  Logan, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges 
and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers 
within  the  United  States  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tracy,  and  Smith,  of  Ver- 
mont, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  messag^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  <<An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Gov- 


ernor, Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  made  on  the  5th  instant, 
on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  State  which  relates  to  the  violation  of 
neutral  rights,  and  the  impressment  of  Americaa 
seamen. 

•  The  second  resolution  being  still  under  consid- 
eration, as  follows : 

"  2.  Rewhed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statas 
be  requested  to  demand  and  innsi  upon  the  restora- 
tion of  the  property  of  their  citizens,  eapttired,  and 
condemn^,  on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain^  prohibited 
in  time  of  peace  .*  and  upon  the  indemntficaium  of 
audi  American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages 
sustained  by  those  captures  and  condemnations  .•  and 
to  ent<;r  into  such  arrangements  with  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, on  this  and  all  other  differences  subsisting 
between  the  two  nations,  (and  particularly  respecting 
the  impressment  of  American  seamen,)  as  may  be  con- 
sistent with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States, 
and  manifest  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  them- 
selves and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation,  that 
justice  to  which  they  are  entitled." 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON — Ou  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution  now  before  the  Senate  I  confess 
I  feel  more  opposed  to  it,  and  do  believe,  on  the 
whole,  it  will  behest  not  to  pass  it  in  its  present  form. 
The  resolution  must  mean  something,  or  it  must 
mean  nothing.  It  must  intend  to  convejr  to  the 
President,  the  opinions  and  advice  of  this  body, 
or  not  to  convey  it.  Now,  sir,  i(  it  is  intended  to 
convey  to  the  President  the  opinion  and  advice  of 
the  Senate,  which  is  certainly  mv  understanding 
of  it,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  reflect  a  little  before  thev 
adopt  it.  The  advice  of  this  Senate  I  trust  will 
never  be  given  to  the  President  without  having  the 
desired  effect;  and  let  me  add,  sir,  that  from  the 
intimate  connexion  which  exists  between  this 
and  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  I 
must  believe  that  the  President  would  not  feel 
himself  justified,  nor  would  he  be  willing  to  take 
so  much  responsibility  on  himself  as  entirely  to 
reject  it.  Sir  I  could  not  justify  him  if  he  did. 
We  areequally  responsible  with  him  in  our  Execu- 
tive capacity,  and  can  we  for  a  moment  believe 
that  he  would  act  contrary  to  the  decided  opinion 
of  the  Senate,  who  can  at  all  times  control  or  de- 
feat him  by  rejecting  a  treaty  made  contrary  to 
their  advice  and  opinions?  What,  sir,  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  ? 

We  request  the  President  ^'  to  demand  and  in- 
sist upon  the  restoration  of  the  property  of  their 
citizens,  captured  and  condemned  on  the  pretext 
of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace ;  and 
upon  the  indemnification  of  such  American  citi- 
zens, for  their  losses  and  damages  sustained  by 
these  captures  and  condemnations:"  and  after- 
wards <^  to  enter  into  such  arrangements  with  the 
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British  QoverniDent,  on  this  and  all  other  differ- 
«nces  subsisting  between  the  two  nations,  (and 
pHBrticularly  respecting  the  impressment  of  Ame- 
rican seamen,)  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
honor  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  mani- 
fest their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  themselres  and 
their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation,  that  jus- 
tice to  which  tkej  are  entitled." 

To  my  mind,  sir,  the  resolution  seems  to  be  at 
war  with  itself.  It  is  not,  Mr.  President,  the  bold 
ground  taken  by  the  first  part  of  the  resolution  to 
which  I  object.  It  is  not,  sir,  that  {  am  opposed 
to  demanding  or  insisting  on  our  rights ;  but  it  is 
because  I  fear  the  resolution  taken  together  will 
embarrass  the  Executive  in  negotiatins  a  treaty  to 
settle  our  differences.  A  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land has  told  us,  and  we  know  the  fact  is  so,  that 
there  ar«  sereral  subjects  on  which  negotiation  is 
necessary.  At  present  we  know  we  have  no  com- 
mercial treaty  with  Great  Britain.  If,  sir,  this 
subject  is  intended  to  be  embraced,  (and  I  so  un- 
derstand it)bylhe  resolution,  and  if  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Senate  it  should,  let  us  be  more  explicit. 
We  hav  e  such  a  treaty  with  Holland,  Spain,  and 
France,  and  I  .confess  I  see  no  good  reason  why 
we  should  riot  have  one  with  Great  Britain  if  it 
can  be  made  on  terms  which  will  promote  the 
mutual  interests  of  the  two  nations^  Indeed,  I  can- 
not imagine  how  we  are  to  get  along  without  con- 
tinual jarrings,  and  probably  ultimate  war,  with 
all  its  Concomitant  evils,  uqless  we  know  the  eround 
on  which  we  are  placea.  Whilst  I  should  deplore 
an  event  of  this  kind,  yet  if,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, the  honor  and  interests  of  my  country 
made  it  necessary,  I  hope  I  shall  be  found  among 
those  wha would  firmly  resent  the  insult  and  vin- 
dicate the  injuries  of  an^T nation  on  earth.  With 
so  wide  a  field  for  negotiaftion,  with  $o  many  im-- 
portant  objects*  to  accomplish,  I  submit.it  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  Senate,  whether  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  Executive  in  the 
manner  contemplated  by  the  resolution.  If  the. 
resolution  passes,  the  President  mi^st  in  every 
event  ^  demand  and  insist  upon  the  restoration  of 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  captured  and  con- 
demned on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited 
in  time  of  peace;  and  upon  the  indemnification 
of  such  American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and 
damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  condem- 
nations. "  This  must  be  made  the  basis  on  which 
all  further  proceedings  are  to  be  founded.  I  do 
not  wish  to  De  understood  as  being  willing  to  give 
up  the  property  which  has  been  unjustly  taken 
from  our  citizens  without  an  equivalent.  An 
equivalent  may  be  obtained  in  many  ways.  If 
the  resolution  is  adhered  to  by  the  Executive,  a 
restitution  of  the  property  must  be  insisted  on. 
Request  the  President  to  demand  and  insist,  and 
he  must  take  this  ground,  and  this  only,  if  we  pa.ss 
this  resolution.  Although  in  my  opinion  this  res- 
olution was  not  intended  to  censure  the  Executive, 
yet,  it  W9iild  seem  to  bear  that  construction.  But 
on  this  ground  I  will  not  object  to  it.  It  is  noto- 
rious to  every  gentleman  of  the  Senate  that  the 
President  has  been,  and  is  now  prosecuting  a  ne- 


g:otiation  on  the  subjects  which  seem  to  be  the  par- 
ticular objects  of  this  resolution,  viz:  the  condem- 
nation of  our  vessels  and  the  impressment  of 
American  seamen.  It  would  therefore  seem  im- 
proper, on  this  ffround,  to  pass  the  resolution  in  its 
present  form.  I  know,  sir,  that  what  has  been  so 
often  and  so  properly  repeated  is  all-important  on 
the  present  subject,  thatisj  that  we  should  be  united 
in  what  we  do.  With  this  viewand  with  the  hope 
that  the  same  committee  can  offer  to  the  Senate  a 
resolution  varied  in  its  form  from  the  one  before  us, 
and  embracing. the  wishes  of  at  least  a  great  ma- 
jority, and  I  hope  the  whole  Senate,  I  move  that 
the  resolution  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Adaie. — Mr.  President,  the  motion  before 
the  Senate  is  to  recommit  the  resolution  to  a  spe- 
cial committee.  Gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution as  it  standS)  have  called  upon  us  to  point 
out  the  alterations  we  wish  to  make  in  it,  as  a 
cause  of  commitment)  I  will  do  so  by  stating  my 
objections  to  it  in  its  present  shape.  The  first 
resolution  on  the  paper  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
and  which  met  with  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Senate  two  days  past^  contains  a  mere  declaration 
of  their  opinion  on  an  abstract  principle;  to  this 
rjBsolution  I  fully  and  freely  assent,  although  I  did 
not  vote  for  it,  being  that  day  unwiell  and  absent. 
But  thi9  second  resolution,  if  it  is  to  have  any  effect 
at  all,  is  meant  to  convey  an  instruction  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  It  contains  a  request 
to  him,  not  only  that  he  will  endeavor  to  obtain 
an  adjustment  of  our  differences  by  treaty,  but 
that  prior  to  this  he  will  ''demand  and  insist  upon 
the  restoration  of  the.  property  of  our  citizens  cap- 
tured and  condemned  on  the  pretence  of  its  being 
employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace;  and  upon  the 
indemnihcation  of  such  American  citizens  for  their 
losses  and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures 
and  condemnations;"  that  he  will  enter  into  ar- 
rangements, dtc.  This,  Mr.  President,  is  the  part 
of  the  resolution  I  obiect  to.  It  is  going  too  far. 
It  is  circumscribing  the  powers  of  the  President, 
and  tyin^  him  down  to  a  particular  point.  It  is 
making  that  the  sine  qua  non^  the  basis.on  which 
alone  he  is  to  treat;  at  least  it  is  doing  this  so  far 
as  an  opinion  of  the  Senate,  expressed  in  this  way, 
can  do  it.  It  really  looks  to  me,  as  if,  on  this  par- 
ticular point  of  the  rcstitutipn,  we  were  afraid  to 
trust  our  Chief  Magistrate.  I  presume  there  is 
not  a  member  who  hears  oje,  who  does  not  fully 
believe  the  captures  and  condemnations  alludea 
to  in  the  resolution  were  unjust;  that  they  are  an 
infringment of  our  rights;  and  that  we  are  enti- 
tled to  restitution.  But  let  it  be  remembered  that 
these  condemnations  are  the  solemn  decisions  of 
a  court  of  very  high  authority  in  Great  Britain; 
a  court  that,  it  is  well  known,  acts  under  the 
councils  (if  not  the  control)  of  the  cabinet  Mar 
we  not  then  reasonably  suppose  that  the  British 
Government  are  as  fplly  assured  (in  their  own 
minds)  th^t  these  condemnations  are  just  and 
warranted,  under  the  law  of  nations,  as  we  are 
that  thev  are  unjust  and  unwarranted;  and  that 
they  will  be  as  unwilling  to  acknowledge  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  world  that  they  have  been 
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wantonly  robbing  us  of  our  property,  as  we  will 
be  to  acknowledge  that  we  have  paid  so  much 
without  a  ca\ise  ?  It  has  been  well  observed  by 
an  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  that  in 
forming  commercial -treaties  of  this  kind,  there 
will  be  various  points  td  consider,  and  it  may  not 
be  necessary  to  contend  for  strict  justice  in  every 
punctilio;  arrangements  or  treaties,  when  there 
are  existing  differences  to  settle,  must  always  be 
a  bargain  of  compromise  and  forbearance;  in  one 
point  we  may  give  a  little,  that  we  may  obtain 
an  eqi;iivalent  in  another.  So  it  may  turn  out  in 
settling  our  disputes  with  Great  Britain.,  Why 
then  are  we  not  satisfied  with  expressing' onr 
opinion  on  the  great  principle  of  right;  and  leave 
it  altogether  with  our  Chief  Magistrate  to  enter 
into  and  point  out  the  details? 

It  is  asserted  by  tl^e  advocates  of  the  resolution 
as  it  now  stands,  that  the  part  objected  to,  has 
been  virtually  agreed  to  in  the  first  resolution; 
and  that  the  latter  part  of  the  second  resolution 
so  qualifies  the  first  as  to  prevent  it  from  opera- 
ting  as  an  instruction  to  or  restriction  on  the 
President.  To  this  1  answer,  that  the  same  prin- 
ciple, so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  United  States,  or 
to  the  British  Government,  is  certainly  contained 
in  the  first  resolution,  and,  therefore,  unnecessary 
to  be  thus  expressed  in  the  second ;  and  if  it  is  not 
intended  to  operate  as  an  instruction  to  the  Presi- 
dent, why  is  it  so  anxiously  retained  in  the  reso- 
lution 7  I  can  see  no  other  reason  for  this,  onless 
it  is  iptended  as  a  declaration  of  the  Senate,  a 
solemn  pledge  to  be  used  on  some  future  occasion, 
by  the  merchants,  whose  property  has  been  thus 
condemned,  to  show  that  we  are  Dound  to  obtain 
restitution  for  them  from  the  British  Government, 
or  to  compensate  them  ourselves.  How  farthis 
may  be  right  is  not  now  for  me  to  say.  It  is  a 
subject  not  now  before  the  Senate,  and  I  thibk  it 
too  soon  to  make  the  declaration.  'Nor  do  I  like 
to  see  such  a  measure  obtain  in  our  resolutions 
by  stealth  jis  it  were ;  unnoticed,  because  obscured 
by  the  brighter  blace  of  more  important  objects. 
In  support  of  the  words  "  demand  and  insist,"  an 
extract  has  been  read  from  a  letter  of  the  Presi- 
dent himself  to  his  Minister  abroad,  in  which  he 
uses  the  same  words.  But  is  there  no  difference 
between  the  President's  acting  officially,  giving 
instructions  to  his  Minister  where  it  is  necesssary 
and  proper  he  should  enter  into  the  details,  and 
our  merely  expressing  an  abstract  opinion  upon  a 
great  principle  before  it  officially  comes  before  us  ? 
The  Fresident^  in  using  these  words,  does  it  with 
the  strictest  propriety ;  and  I  trust  when  he  in- 
structs a  Minister  agreeably  to  the  request  con- 
tained in  this  resolution,  that  he  will  make  use  of 
language  equally  strong.  He  shall  meet  with  my 
hearty  approbation,  nor  is  there  any  length  in  my 
power  that  I  will  not  cheerfully  go  to  support  him. 
Vet,  still  I  am  unwilling  to  tie  him  down  to  a 
particular  point,  or  to  express  an  opinion  in  detail 
upon  the  subject  of  a  treaty,  whicn  if  made  must 
finally  be  laid  before  the  Senate  for  their  appro- 
bation. Let  it  be  remembered  that  in  the  first 
resolution  we  have  solemnly  pledged  ourselves  to 
s  principle  of  right ;  we  are  so  far  bound,  as  the 


Representatives  of  the  nation,  to  defend  this  right 
to  our  citizens,  or  to  obtain  an  equivalent.  This- 
ought  to  satisfy  all.  In  this  second  resolution  we 
request  of  the  President  to  obtain  for  us  the  free 
exercise  of  this  right  by  treaty.  Let  us  then  con- 
fide to  him  the  broad  field  of  negotiation ;  let  us 
not  cramp  him.  Odr  rights  are  secure  in  the 
hands  of  the  constituted  authorities  Should  he 
fail  of  success,  we  all  know  the  consequence ;  the 
next  and  last  alternative  is  war ;  to  this  we  all 
stand  solemnly  pledged,  and  when  it  comes  to 
this,  I  trust  there  will  be  no  difference  of  opinion. 
Peace  is  the  first  wieh  of  our  hearts;  it  is  the  sOul 
of  our  Government.  But  the  man  who  would 
not  prefer  war  to  oppression,  to  dishonor  and  in- 
famy, is  not  an  American.  One  word  more,  Mr. 
President,  and  I  have  done:  It  has  been  conceded 
that  a  unanimity  of  sentiment  and  vote  it  desira- 
ble on  this  subject.  If.  then,  gentlemen  are  ia 
earnest  when  they  say  ttiose  exceptionable  words 
mean  no  more  than  what  is  contained  in  the  first 
resolution,  ted  convey  no  special  instruction  to 
the  President,  can  they  not  change  them  for  others 
equally  strong  as  to  the  principle,  and  that  wUi 
meet  the  approbation  of  all?  Why  not  strike  them. 
out,  and  in  lieu  of  them  request  the  President  to 
enter  into  arrangements  a^eeable  to  or  in  con- 
formity to  the  first  resolution?  Some  such  altera- 
tion aethis  would  certainly  retain  the  whole  ickea 
avowed  by  the  advocates  of  the  present  resolution, 
and  as  the  special  direction  and  restriction  '^ould 
be  left  out.  it  would  meet  with  my  concurrence. 
To  obtain  some  such  alteration,  in  words  that  will 
be  agreeable  to  all,  is  the  object  I  have  in  voting 
for  the  commitment;  and  as  one  day  cannot  ma« 
terially  affe<5t  us,  I  hope  we  will  be  innAolged. 

Messrs.  J.  CIuirct  Adams,  Samuel  Smith^ 
PiCRERiNO,  Traot,  and  Maclat,  delivered  their 
sentiments. 

The  motion  to  re-commit  the  resolution  for 
the  purpose  of  amending  it,  was  lost^— yeas  15^ 
nays  16. 

Mr.  WoETBiNGTOif  then  moved  to  strike  out 
the  words  in  italicM,  from  the  second  to  the  elev- 
enth line.  ' 

Messrs.  S.  Smitb.  and  'Write,  opposed  the 
motion,  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  13,  nays 
16,  as  follows : 

YiAB — Meflsrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Gaillard, 
Howland,  Logan,  Maday,  Moore,  Plamer,  Smith  of 
Yermont,  Samter,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Giiman, 
HillhoQse,  Kitdiel,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Map 
ryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith 
ci  Tennessee,  Thruston,  Tracy,  White,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Thruston  moved  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  previously  taking  up  and 
acting  upon  the  third,  which  prohibits  the  im- 
portation into  the  United  States  of  a  variety  of 
articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain,  after  the  —  day  of next,  un- 
less equitable  arrangements  shall  be  made  be- 
tween the  United' States  and  Great  Britflfai. 

This  motion  was  lost — yeas  13. 
Messrs.  Israel  Smith  and  Bra olet  then  spoke 
against  agreeing  to  the  resolution.    The  pnnci* 
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gil  grouAd  takea  by  them  was  that  it  became  the 
enate  to  take  stroDger  ground,  and  to  adopt  vi^t 
orous  measures,  before  they  requested  the  Exe- 
cutive to  resume  negotiation. 

Mr.  Tract  advocated  the  resolution.  He  did 
not  think  negotiation  exhausted.  He  thought  it 
became  t&e  Senate  to  make  one  further  attempt 
towards  negotiation  our  differences,  before  a  resort 
was  had  to  warlike  measures.  The  President 
would  be  enabled  to  take  this. step, •)>y  th^  Senate, 
who  were  a  branch  of  the  war*declaring  power, 
expressing  their  support  of  the  measures  ne  had 
taken,  at  the  same  time  that  they  requested  a 
renewal  of  the  negotiation. 

Mn  MooAE  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  and  insist ;"  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mn  WoRTHiNOTON  Said  that,  so  modified,  he 
should  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  KiTCBBL  observed  that  he  was  socry  to  ia- 
trude  upon  the  patience  of  the  Senate  at  that 
late  hour ;  but  tt^e  observations  of -the  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  induced  him  to  beg  their 
indulgence  for  a  few  moments.  The  gentleman, 
in  the  course  of  his  observations^  seems  to  have 
made  two  propositions  as  the  ground  of  his  ob- 
jectioDj  viz:  that  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
sideration contains  a  censure  upon  the  President, 
as  not  having  done  his  duty  in  negotiating;  and 
that  by  passing  it  we  are  goinff  to  sacsifice  the 
honoi  and  intetests  of  the  United  States^and  its 
citizens. 

Mr.  President,  I  would  ask  in  what  manner  we 
shall  do  either  ?  How  shall  we  eei^ure  the  Presi- 
dent? He  has  negotiated  until  there^  appeacs  no 
prospect*  of  obtaining  that  justice  to  which  we 
are  entitled ;  and  he  has  now  submitted  the  mat* 
ter-to  Congress  to  pursue  such-  measures  as- shall 
appear  to  them  prudent. 

And  what  are  we  about  to.  do?  Sir,  we  have 
already  unanioiously  passed  one  resolution,  in 
which  we  say  that  thecapture  and  condemnation  of 
the  vessels  and  cargoes  of  our  citizens  is  an  unpro- 
voked violation  of  our  independence,  and  an -ag- 
gression upon  the  property  of  our  citizens.  And 
if  that  declaration  is  correct  what  are  we.  to  do 
further  ?  Are  we,  upon  the  strength  of  that  dec- 
laration, to  sit  down  and  fold  our  hands  together, 
and  expect  Britain  to  do  us  justice,  or  are  we  to 
declare  war  ?  Sir,  are  we  prepared  at  this  mo- 
ment to  declare  war?  Will  it  be  wise?  Will  it 
be  prudent,  without  one  effort  to  avoid  it,  with  all 
its  liorrors  of  blood  and  destruction?  Are  the 
people  now  prepared  to  meet  it,  without  our. mak- 
ing one  more  attempt  to.  negotiate?  Will  they 
say  we  have  acted  wisely  ?  I  believe  not.  Sir 
we  are  one*  component  part  of  Congress,  who 
have  the  sole  power  of  deplariog  war ;  and  by 
this  resolution  we  are  going  to  say  to  Britain — 
not  by  ourselves,  for  we  are  not  by  the  Constitu- 
tion authorized  to  speak  to  foreign  nations  in  this 
way ;  but  we  areaboot  to  request  the  President, 
in  our  behalf,  and  in  our  name,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  whole  people  of  .the  United  States  to  say^  to 
Britain — you  have  injured  us  by  your  unprovoked 
aggressions,  and  we  demand  satisfaction.  We 
can  bear  these  insults  no  longer;  therefore,  make 


us  compensation  for  'past  injuries,  and  do  us  yx^ 
tice  in  future;  and  we  are  willing  still  to  be 
friends.  Wherein  does,  this  censure  the  President? 
He  has  pursued  negotiation  until  he  finds  it  un*- 
avaiiing.  We  now  ask  of  him  to  make  one  last 
effort  in  our  behalf,  before  we  appeal  to  the  last 
resort  of  war,  and  t  trust  we  shall  arm  him  with' 
pow^r  that  will  give  energy  to  this  last  negotia<> 
tion.  And  wherein  are  we  going  to  sacrifice  the 
honor  of  the  United  States  or  the  interests  of  the 
citizens?  Does  it  sacrifice  our  honor  to  endeavor 
to  settle  our  differences  in  an  amicable  way, 
rather  than  to  fly  to  arms  and  deluge  the  earths 
with  blood?  Will  it  fix  a  stigma  upon  tis  in  th«: 
eyes  of  any  rational  men  or  nations  ?  I  believe' 
not.  And  how  are  we  going  to  sacrifice  the  in^ 
terests  of  our  citizens?  Do  we  do  it  by  demand* 
ing 'justice  for  them  of  Britain?  I  believe  tbaf 
they  themselves  will  not  view  it  in  that  light, 
when  they  see  it  followed  by  the  third  resolncion^ 
which  I  hope  will  be  passed.  And  indeed  had  it 
not  have  been'  for  the  expectations  of  that  resoln* 
tion  being  carried  into  effect,  in  sueh  a  manner  a* 
to  give  energy  to  this,  I  shonld  have  withheld  my> 
vote  from  the  first.  But,  under  the  full  expeeta** 
tion  that  the  third  resolotion  wili  pass,  and  as  D 
do  not  believe  it  contains  any  censure  upon  the* 
President,  and,  as  I  believe  it  will  do  honor  to  tha 
United  States  and  will  have  a  tendency  to  seoare> 
reparation  to  our  citizens,  I  shall  cheerfully  giver 
it  my  vote. 

Mr.  SuiTH^of  Ohio— Mr.  Ptesident,  although  the 
resolution  onyonr  table  cannot  impose  a  newob* 
ligation  on  the  Chief  Magistrate  or  this  countrjr 
in  its  present  form,  yet,  from  its  coincidence  with 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  his  message  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session— ixom  its  presumptive  in- 
fluence at  home,  and  its  probable  effect  abroad,  I' 
am  indticed  to  believe  that  its  unanimons  adoption 
is  important. 

The  resolution  ought  not  to  be  coBstrued  into 
an  improper  interference  with  Executive  prerogan 
tive,  for  irwill  not  sustain  that  interpretation.  It 
is  the  Constitutional  right  and  the  daily  practice  of 
the  Senate  to  ad  vise  the  Exeeutive  to  adopt  speoifio 
measures^  as. well  as  to  call  for  information  oa- 
diplomatic  and  legislative  subjects.  What  is  the 
object  of  the  resolution  ?  It  is,  that  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature  shall  share  in  the  responsibility  - 
of  employing  means  to  execute  the  measure  pro- 
posed. This  is  magnanimous,  as  it  is  voluntary 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  in  adopting  the  re- 
solution we  attach  a  high  desiee  of  respoubllity< 
to  ourselves  in  the  effects  to  be  produced. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  seems  to  be  further 
illustrated  on  two  grounds.  1.  ''  That  the  Presi-*- 
dent  demand  the  restoration  of  the  property  of) 
their  citizens,  captured  and  condemned  on  the 
pretext  of  its  oeiog  employed  in  a  trade  with  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of 
peace;  and  upon  the  Indemnification  of  such 
American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages 
sustatnisd  by  these  captures  and  condemnations.'' 
What  is  there  in  this  part  of  the  resolution  so  ob** 
jecttoaafale  to  honorable  gentlemen?  Is  it  the 
restoration  of  the  captured  property  of  our  eiti— 
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sens  ?  No !  Is  i  t  the  iDdemnificfttioQ  of  our  citi- 
zens, for  their  losses  and  damages  sustained  by 
the  captures  of  which  we  complain?  It  cannot 
be.  To  what  then  are  exceptions  taken  1  Two 
honorable  gentlemen  have  given  the  answer. 
^  The  resolution  if  adopted  will  be  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment." This  I  shall  deny,  until  convinced  of  the 
impropriety  of  entering  into  any  resolution  which 
expresses  to  one  branch  of  the  Government  the 
Tiews  and  desires  of  another.  The  freedom  of 
communication  between  the  Legislative  and  Ex- 
ecutive branches  of  the  Government,  is  sanctioned 
by  the  law  and  usage  of  all  nations  that  are  free. 
The  resolution  does  not  assume  the  boldness  of  a 
mandate,  but  the  delicate  form  of  a  request.  Having 
obviated  this  objection,  I  contend  that  the  seas  are 
the  high-road  of  the  world,  anil  that  all  ttatiqus 
have  a  right  to  use  it.  That  we  »s  a  neutral  na- 
tion have  a  right  to  trade  with  all,  who  are  free 
to  trade  with  us,  except  with  a  blockaded  port 
and  in  articles  contraband  of  war.  England  has 
imposed  a  new  restriction  beyond  the  cases  of 
contraband  and  blockade.  In  her  courts  of  ad' 
miralty,  she  has  taken  a  lawless  distinction  be- 
t^veena  trade  in  war  and  a  trade  in  peace;  and 
that  a  trade  not  permitted  in, peace  is  unlawful  in 
war.  I  pronounce  it  an  injurious  regulation  upon 
our  commerce,  and  which  I  trust  our  Government 
will  not  submit  to,  as  it  is  repugnant  to  the  law 
of  nations  and  a  gross  violation  of  neutral  rights. 
Of  this  new  and  odious  principle,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  justly  complained,  and  I 
wish  the  Senate  to  unite,  in  bearing  testimony 
against  it ;  and  while  we  do  this,  let  us  resort  to 
the  means  of  remunerating  our  injured  citizens. 
They  have  been  robbed,  and  pluadered  on  the 
high  seas,  while  sailing  under  the  American  flag 
and  engaged  in  a  iawniL  trade./  I  feel  indignant 
at  this  outrage,  and  cannot  silently  and  deliber- 
ately see  our  flag  insulted,  our  seamen  impressed, 
our  citizens  ruined,  and  our  trade  destroyed.  But, 
it  has  been  said,  if  we  adopt  the  resolution  it  will 
restrict  the  President  to  the  strong  attitude  of  de- 
manding the  restitution  of  our  property  taken  by 
British  cruisers,  and  condemnations.  Be  it  so; 
he  will  not  surely  treat  with  them  but  on  the 
ground  of  restitution.  We  have  treated  England 
as  the  most  favored  nation,  in  all  our  commercial 
and  diplomatic  regulations ;  she  has  requited  us 
with  the  imposition  of  insidious  duties,  with  pre- 
datory spoliations  at  sea,  and  illegal  condemna- 
tions on  land.  Our  nation  will  be  avenged,  and  the 
greatest  objection  which  I  feel  to  the  resolutions 
18,  that  they  do  not  goiar  enough.  I  would  n^ake 
a  provisional  declaration  of  war,  to  be  carried 
into  effect  with  vigor,  not  only  against  England, 
but  against  Spain,  and  any  other  Pawer  who, 
under  circumstances  so  aggravated,  refuse  to  re- 
dress our  wrongs.  Sir,  I  must  honestly  confess, 
that  I  deprecate  the  flames  and  ravages  of  war, 
that  I  should  lament  the  necessity  of  involving 
the  nation  as  much  as  any  man;  but.  sir,  I  wish 
it  avoided  on  honorable  terms;  for  rather  than  see 
the  honor  and  the  rights  of  my  country  violated, 
I  would  wade  through  rivers  of  blood  and  fight 


till  doomsday  in  their  defence.  The  second  ground 
of  illustration  appears  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
resolution,  andnn  the  following  words,  ^To  enter 
into  such  arrangements  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, on  this  and  all  other  difierences  subsisting 
between  the  two  nations,  (and  particularly  re- 
specting the  impressment  of  American  seamen,) 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their 
earnest  djssire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their 
citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation,  that  justice  to 
which  they  are  entitled."  Until  this  resolution 
came  into  debate,  I  flattered  myself  that  the  Sen- 
ate would  have  adopted  it  unanimously.  The 
object  of  the  resolution  is  so  verv  important  that 
I  could  not  imagine  one  honorable  member  of  the 
Senate  would  be  found  refusing  to  support  it. 

Sic,  permit  me  to  ask,  can  a  true  American  be 
indifierent  to  the  depredations  comtnitted  on  our 
neutral  rights,  and  does  not  the  impressment  of 
our  sean^en  deserve  the  attention  of  the  Senate? 
Every  member  must  avow  it.  In  what  then  do 
we  difier  7  Merely  in  the  phraseology  of  the  restH 
lotion.  I  did  hope  for  unanimityin  the  Senate, 
as  well  upon  the  form  as  the  substance  of  this  reso- 
lution. In  this,  however,  I  am  disappointed,  and 
as  I  cannot  prevent  it,  I  will  sit  down  and  regret  it. 

Messrs.  Logan  and  Pickering  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Israel  Smith,  against 
it ;  wheU)  after  sonie  verbal  amendments,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  upon  it,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
resolqtion  carried — yeas  23,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Gaillaid,  Oilman,  Hillhonse,  Howiand,  Kiftchel,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Mitehill,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  Werthington,  and 
Wrighu 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Bradley,  Plwner,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  and  Thraston. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  demand  the  restor- 
ation of  the  property  of  their  citizens  captured  and 
condemned  on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed 
in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  pro- 
hibited in  a  time  of  peace ;  and  the  indemninca- 
tion  of  such  American  citizens,  for  their  losses 
and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and  con- 
demnations ;  and  to  enter  into  such  arrangements 
with  the  British  Government,  on  this  and  all 
other  difierences  subsisting  between  the  two  na- 
tions, (and  particularly  respecting  the  impressment 
of  American  seamen,)  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  honor  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  and 
manifest  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  them- 
selves and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation, 
that  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled. 


MoNOAY,  February  17. 
Mr.  Maclay,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  14th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  declaring  the  consent  or  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  'An  act 
to  empower  the  board  of  wardens  for  the  port  of 
Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage, 
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for  the  purpose  therein  meDtioned,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was, referred,  on  the  23d  of  January  last, 
the  bill  for  classing  the  militia,  and  assigning  to 
each  class  its  particular  duties,  reported  the  bill 
with  amendments ;  which'were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration,  / 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Gfovernor,  Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,*'  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Wortbington,  Baldwin,  and 
Braitley,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee, 
on  the  12th  instant^  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act 
relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and,  after 
debate,  postponed. 

Mr.  HiLLB0U9E  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  Haven, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  representing  that  they 
"have  observed,  with  no  common  degree  of  sur- 
prise and  solicitude,  the  numerous  embarrassments 
which  the  navigation  of  the  United  States  hath 
suffered  by  the  adoption  of  new  principles,  respect- 
ing neutral  nations,  in  the  Admiralty  Courts  of 
Great  Britain  ;"  ana  praying  the  interposition  of 
Congress  in  the  prosecution  of  sifch  measures  as 
may  protect  the  commerce  and  defend  the  sea- 
coasts  of  the  United  States  j  and  the  memorial 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  ic  be  referred  tothe  committee 
appointed  on  the  6th  of  January  last,  who  have  un- 
der consideration  the  memorial  of  the  olerchaDts  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  on  similar  subjects,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  powers 
of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Lou- 
isiana, was  considered,  and. after  debate,  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendment  reported  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''Atiact  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in 
certain  cases,^ to  State  judges  and  State  courts;'' 
and  having  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was  amended 
accordingly,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges 
of  New  Orleans  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blank  in  the  first  section  thereof  having  been  filled 
with  the  words  "  two  thousand  five  hundred,"  and 
the  blank  in  the  second  section  with  the  words 
"  five  hundred,"  and  the  bill  further  amended, 

Besolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass,  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be.  ''An  act 
relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  ot  New  Or- 
leans." 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  to  the  bill  ta  suspend  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
the  French  island  of  St.  Domingo ;  and.  after  de*« 
bate,  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  February  18. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction, 
in  certain  cases,  to  State  judges  and  State  courts," 


was  read  the  third  time  as  amended;  and  having 

been  further  amended, 

•    Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill^  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town  of  Jer- 
sey, in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  he  a  port  of 
delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  ligh^-house  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

TRADE  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  and  the 
consideration  of  the  amendments  reported  to  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  be* 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of 
St.  Domingo ;  and  the  report  was  in  part  adopted ; 
and  on  motion,  to  agree  to  the  amendment  report- 
ed by  the  committee,  as  a  second  section,  amended 
as  follows : 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enactedt  That,  after  due 
notice  of  this  act,  at  the  several  custom-houses,  no  ship 
or  yessel  Tvhatever  shall  receiye  a  clearance  for  any 
port  or  place  within  the  island  of  St  Domingo,  and  not 
in  the  actual  possession  of  France,  nor  shall  any  clear- 
ance be  granted  for  a  foreign  voyage  to  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel owned,  hired,  or  employed,  vfholly,  or  in  part,  by 
any  person  or  persons  resident  within  the  United  States, 
until  the  owner,  or  the  employer  for  the  voyage,  or  his 
factor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  shalj  give  bond  to  the 
United  States,  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  ves- 
sel and  of  her  cargo,  with  condition  that  the  ship  or 
vessel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  be  required,  is  des- 
tined to  some  port  or  place  without  the  limits  of  such 
part  of  the  island  of  St  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in 
the  actual  possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged 
Government  of  France ;  and,  during  the  intended  voy- 
age, shall  not  be  voluntarily  carried,  or  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed, whether  directly,  or  from  any  intermediate  port 
or  place,  to  any  port  or  place  within  such  part  of  the 
island  of  St  Domingo,  as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual 
possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Government 
of  Prance ;  and  in  cose  of  being  forced  by  any  casualty 
into  any  port  or  place  hereby  interdicted,  shall  not,  at 
any  such  port  or  place,  voluntarily  sell,  deliver,  or  unlade 
any  part  of  such  tfargo,  except  so  much  as  may  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  requisite  to 
enable  such  vessel  to  proceed  on  her  intended  voyage '; 
and,  generally,  that  such  ship  or  vessel,  whilst  on  such 
voyage,  shftU  not  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or  com- 
merce with,  or  for,  any  person  resident  within  any  part 
of  the  island  of  8t  Domingo,  not  in  the  actual  pos- 
session, and  under  the  acknowledged  Government  of 
France." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  16,  nays  14, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
GaiUard,  GiUnan,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maday, 
Moore,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sum- 
ter, Turner,,  and  Wortbington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Hillhouse,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Tracy,  White, 
and  Wright 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  February  19. 
The  following' Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  th^  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RepraentaHves  of  the  United  States  : 

In  pursuance  of  a  measure  proposed  to  Congress,  by 
a  Message  of  January  18th,  1808,  and  sanctioned  by 
their  approbation,  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  Cap- 
tain Meriwether  Lewis,  of  the  first  regiment  of  infantry, 
was  appointed,  with  a  party  of  men,  to  explore  the  river 
Missouri  from  its  mouth  to  its  source,  and  crossing  the 
high  lands  by  the  shortest  portage,  to  seek  the  best  water 
communication  thence  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  Lieu- 
tenant Clarke  was  appointed  second  in  command.  They 
were  to  enter  into  conference  with  the  Indian  nations 
on  their  route,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  com- 
merce with  them.  They  entered  the  Missouri,  May  14, 
1804,  and  on  the  1st  of  November,  took  up  their  win- 
ter quaitars  near  the  Mandan  towns,  sixteen  hundred 
and  nine  miiee  above  the  mouth  of  the  river,  in  latitude 
470  21'  47\  north,  and  longitude  99<>  %i'  46>  westtfirqm 
Greenwich.  On  the  Sth.of  April  1805,  they  proceeded 
up  the  river  in  pursuance  of  the  objects  prescribed  to 
them.  A  letter  of  the  preceding  day,  April  7,  from 
Captain  Lewis,  is  herewith  communicated.  During 
his  stay  among  the  Mandans,  he  has  been  able  to  lay 
down  the  Missouri,  according  to  courses  and  distances 
taken  on  his  passage  up  it,  corrected  by  frequent  obser- 
vations of  longitude  and  latitude,  and  to  add  to  the 
actual  survey  of  this  portion  of  the  river,  a  general  map 
of  the  country  between  the  Mississippi  and  Pacific, 
from  the  34th  to  the  54th  degrees  of  latitude.  These 
additions  are  from  information  collected  from  Indians, 
with  whom  he  had  opportunities  of  communicating 
during  his  journey,  and  residence  with  them.  Copies 
of  this  map  are  now  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress. With  these,  I  communicate,  also,  a  statistical 
view,  procured  and  forwarded  by  him,  oif  the  Indian 
nations  inhabiting  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  and  the 
countries  adjacent  to  its  northern  and  western  borders, 
and  of  other  interesting  circumstances  respecting  them. 

In  order  to  render  the  statement  as  complete  as  may 
be,  of  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  I  add  Dr.  Sibley's  account  of  those  rasiding 
in,  and  adjacent  to,  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

I  communicate,  also,  from  the  same  person,  an  ac- 
count of  the  Red  river,  according  to  the  best  informar 
tion  he  has  been  able  to  collect. 

Having  been  disappointed,  after  considerable  prepa- 
ration, in  the  purpose  of  sending  an  exploring  party 
up  that  river  in  the  summer  of  1804,  it  was  thought 
best  to  employ  the  autumn  of  that  year  in  procuring  a 
knowledge  of  an  interesting  branch  of  the  river  called 
the  Washita.  This  was  undertaken  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Dunbar,  ef  Natehez,  a  citben  of  distin- 
guished science,  who  had  aided,  and  continues  to  aid 
ns,  with  his  disinterested  and  valuable  services,  in  the 
prosecution  of  these  enterprises.  He  ascended  the  river 
to  the  remarkable  hot-springs  near  it,  in  latitude  34°  31' 
4. 16\  longitude  92°  SO'  46^  west,  from  Greenwich,  taking 
its  courses  and  distances,  and  correcting  them  by  fre- 
quent celestial  observations.  Extracts  from  his  obser-' 
▼attons,  and  copies  of  his  map  of  the  river,  from  its 
mouth  to  the  hot-springs>  make  part  of  the  present 
communications.  The  examination  of  the  Red  river 
itself,  is  but  now  commencing. 

TH.  JEPFERSON. 

FramuAnr  19,  1806. 


The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  billj  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town 
of  Jersey,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  light-house  on 
Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs. Kitchbl, 
Adams,  and  Condit,  to  consider  and  report  upon* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  declariqg  the  consent  of  Coogress  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  ^An  act  to  em- 
power the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  and  having  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  without  amendment,  it  was 
ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees 
of  the  Preslfyterian  Congregation  of  Georgetown," 
in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  cominercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of  St. 
Domingo :  and,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  add 
two  new  sections  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  one  of  the  majority,  to  reconsid- 
er the  second  section  adopted  yesterdav.  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  17,  as/ollows: 

YiAs^^-Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer,  SmiUi 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Tnu^,  White,  and  Wright. 

Nats, — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Fenner, 
Gaillard,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore, 
Smith  of  New  Vork,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Stone,  Sum- 
ter, Thruston,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 


THURsnior,  February  20. 

The  following  morion  was  submitted  for  con- 
sideratton:  * 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  Wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  present  to  him 
the  two  resolutions  passed  on  the  13th  and  14th  instant, 
February.   • 

Mr.  AoAMe^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Minis- 
ters within  the  United  States,  reported  the  same, 
with  the  following  amendment: 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Isrwe  of  nations  and  of  tiiis  act,  send  any 
foreign  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  other  person  as  afore- 
said, so  offending,  home  to  his  Sovereign,  he  shalKsBsne 
his  wartant  to  any  officer,  civil  or  military,  under  the  an* 
thoiity  of  the  United  States,  commanding  him  to  pro- 
vide for  the  departure.of  the  said  Ambassador,  Minister, 
or  other  person  as  aforesaid,  so  offending :  taking  due 
precautions  to  avoid  all  improper  or  unnecessary  vio- 
lence in  executing  said  warrant  And  all  officers,  civil 
and  military,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  Statosip 
are  required  to  be  obedient  to  such  warrant. 
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The  bfll  brought  up  from  the  House  of  .Repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
•  corporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Con- 
gregation of  Georgetown,*^  was  tead,  iind  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  nti  relating  to  bonds 
given  by  Marshals,"  and  the  amendment  of  the 
special  committee*  having  been  disagrefd  to,  the* 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  ^nate  tookinto  consideration,  a»  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
the  bill  for  classing  the  militia,  and  assigning  to 
each  class  its  particular  duties,'and  agreed  thereto ; 
and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

TRABB  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  ttiird  readin?  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  island  of  St. 
Domingo. 

Mr.  White:— Mr.  President,  the  Senate  have, 
I  believe,  decided  that  this  question  shall  be  taken 
by  the  yeas  and  nap,  otherwise  I  will  heretffter 
make  to  you  that  motion,  in  order  to  place  upon 
the  journals  my  vote  against  a  bill,  which,  in- 
stead of  going  to  inhibit,  a(rcording  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Wor- 
THiNGTON,)  a  disgraceful  commerce,  will  itself, 
if  passed  under  present  circumetances,  as  I  con- 
ceive, be  a  disgrace  to  this  Government.  We 
Have  sincerely  to  regret  that  the  information  we 
sought  on  this  oi^casion,  and  considered  so  neces< 
sar^'to  the  discussion,  of  the  subiect,  has  been 
denied  us ;  and  that  denial,  I  will  confess,  was 
the  less  expected,  and  the  less  welcome,  it  being 
well  underMood  that  the  light  we  wished  was 
entirely  within  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  im- 
part, if  we  had  only  been  permitted  to  ask  for  it. 
The  reasons  that  mayliave  induced  gentlemen  to 
negative  a  request  apparently  so  just,  and  gener- 
ally granted  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  i  pre- 
sume not  to  conjecture.  They  had  no  doubt 
strong  ones,  but  were  not  so  obliging  as  to  com- 
municate them  to  us.  I  wish  not,  however^  to  be 
understood  as  making  this  a  subject  of  complaint; 
it  would*  be  idle  to  do  so.  I  know  that  power  does 
usually  not  only  what  it  wills,  but  mostly  what  it 
can ;  and  the  minority  here,  on  anv  subject,  in- 
stead of  expecting  favors,  may  thine  themselves 
well  off  if  permitted  to  retain  and  to  exercise  the 
rights  guarantied  to  them  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  country,  and  entrenched  behind  the  rules  of 
the  Senate.  If,  therefore,  on  this  occasion,  gen- 
tlemen have  nothing  to  accuse  themselves  with, 
on  the  score  of  a  want  of  liberality,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  charge  them  with  injustice.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  the  bill,  as  originally  intro- 
duced on  this  subject  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Loo  an,)  was  variant  in  every 
shape  and  feature  from  that  now  before  us.  The 
first  bill  I  considered  altogether  impotent,  and  had 
little  or  no  concern  as  to  its  fate ;  bat  that  now 
under  consideration,  as  presented  by  the  commit- 


tee, is  of  a  very  diflerent  complexion,  and  goes 
the  full  length  of  interdicting  ail  commerce  be^ 
tween  this  country  and*  the  island  of. St.  Domingo^ 
Neither  in  juatice  nor  in  wisdom,  sir,  is  it  the 
duty  or  the  interest  of  this.Ck^vernment  to  adopt 
the  present  measure.  I  do  not,  as  some  other 
gentlen^en  have  professed,  consider  it  a  measure 
of  policy,  nor  will  I  call  it  a  measure  of  fear ;  but 
it  cerhiinly  savors  of  the  most  timid  prudence  I 
have  ever  seen  operating  in  this  body,  little  cal- 
culated to  acquire  us  honor  abroad,  or  to  prolong 
our  peace  at  home ;  and  if  gentlemen  have  really 
persuaded  themseives  that  the  decision  we  are 
about  to  make  involves  merely  a  question  of  pol- 
icy, in  my  humble  opinion  they  most  egreg^rously 
mistake:  No  such  construction  will  be  given  to 
it ;  none  such,  give  me  leave  to  say,  is  it  entitled 
to  bear.  The  surrender  of  this  commerce  has 
never  been  asked  of  us  as  a  temporary  sacrifice  to 
the  convenience  and  accommodation  of  France; 
but  has  been  demanded  of  us,  in  tbe  most  insult- 
ing and  peremptory  style,  as  a  matter  of  rigkt ; 
and  pnssing  this  bill,  under  present  circumstanceSy 
will  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  in  France 
to  interdict  us  this  trade.  It  will  be  a  direi^ 
abandonmcp&t  of  all  right  to  it  on  our  part,  and 
estaUisbing'  a  precedent  qfgainst  ourselves,  that 
will  be  hdden  obligatory  upon  us  in  aU  luture 
cases  of  the  same  kind.  In  this  aspect  the  sub- 
ject nifQst  develope  itsislf  to  every  gentleman  as 
one  of  the  utmost  magnitude  to  the  United  States. 
If  our  commerce  with  St.  Domingo  was  worth 
nothing,  I  would  equally  resist  the  present  mea»» 
ure ;  it  is  the  princij^e  I  object  to.  I  object,  and 
will  forever  object,  to  the  solemn  recognition  on 
tbe  part  of  this  Government,  of  a  right  in  foreign 
Pcfwers  that  may,  and  hereafter  will  be  exer- 
cised, if  noW  admitted,  to  the  injury  of  the  Amer- 
ican- commerce,  and  of  the  American  character* 
If  gentlemen  will  -look  for  a  moment  about  them, 
will  attend  to  our  position  in  the  world,  and  to 
the  colonial  establishments  of  the  European  nar 
tions  around  us,  they  cannot  but  be  convinced, 
that  cases  similar  to  this  must  often  happen. 
The  sooner  we  take  our  ground,  therefore,  the 
better ;  the  less  difficulty  we  shall  have  hereafter ; 
9nd  surely  a  more  suitable  opportunity  than  the 

f present  can  never  be  expected  to  occur ;  especial* 
y,  sir,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  most  unoourtly, 
indignant,  and  domineering  manner,  by  which 
France  has  attempted  to  bully  and  terrify  us  into* 
this  measure  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylv»* 
nia — and  the  gentleman  himself,  yesterday,  un- 
masked the  bill.  In  his  great  zeal  he  told  us  that 
we  had  alre&dy  tatnpeted  too  long  on  the  subject; 
that  France  had  now  demanded  the  measure  of 
us,  and  its  adoption*  had  become  a  matter  of  ne* 
cessity  on  our  part.  Degrading  idea!  Where 
then  has  gone  our  national  honor  and  our  boasted 
independence ?  What  was  this  but  to  tell  us,  that 
such  is  now  our  humbled  state,  When  France 
commands  we  have  no  alternative  but  obedience ; 
and  that  even  to  deliberate  is  dangerous?  [Here 
Mr.  LooAN  observed  that  he  did  not  recollect  hav- 
ing used  the  word  "demanded;"  to  which  another 
gentleman  answered,  he  certainly  had.]    Lhad 
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txpected,  Mr.  President,  as  must  have  bten  the 
case  with  erery  other  g eatleman,  that  (he  honor- 
able mover  or  this  measure,  (Mr.  L.,)  when  he 
submitted  to  the  Senate  a  proposition  of  such  in- 
finite importance,  would  hare  assigned  at  least 
some  plausible  reasons  for  doing  so^  but  we  are 
now  as  much  in  the  dark  as  when  our  attention 
was  first  called  to  the  subject.  The  gentleman 
was  indeed  pleased  to  refresh  our  memories  by 
reading  to  us  some  old  documenls  that  were  pre- 
sented to  Congress  at  theiv  last  session,  which 
were  then  acted  upon,  and  would  perhaps  never 
have  been  thought  of  again,  but  for  his  kindness 
and  research.  Pfot  a  single  argument,  however, 
has  been  adduced  in  support  of  the  bill,  that  has 
not,  for  more  than  a  year  past,  been  losing  what 
little  force  it  might  originally  have  contained; 
and,  most  unfortunately  for  the  mover,  the  very 
document  upon  which  he  principally  relies,  and 
to  which  he  has  so  often  referred  us,  furnishes  the 
strongest  argument  against  him — I  mean  the  Pres- 
ident's Message  to  the  last  Congress.  That  the 
President  should  have  thought  i^  necessary  to  call 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject,  at  their 
last  session,  and  not  at  their  present,  as  is  the  fact, 
shows  most  distinctiv  his  opinion,  that  whatever 
reasons  required  at  that  time  Congressional  in- 
terference, have  since  ceased  to  exist. . 

I  will  here  cursorily  premise,  that  I  must  be 
excused  in  passing  over,  without  observation,  the 
communications  that  have  been  recently  made 
on  this  subject  by  the  French  Minister  to  our 
Government,  and  by  Mr.  Talleyrand  to  Gkneral 
Armstrong.  They  are  of  a  kind  not  to  admit  of 
comments,  without  provoking  such  animadver- 
sions as  the  respect  due  to  the  exalted  stations 
those  gentlemen  fill,  and  to  the  Government  they 
represent,  will  not  permit  me  to  indulge  myself  in 
for  a  moment.  One  thing,  however,  I  will  say: — 
that  whatever  influence  their  threats  and  invec- 
tives may  acquire,  certainly  their  arguments  are 
entitled  to  none ;  for  they  have  not  condescended 
to  use  a  single  one;  but. have  taken  as  granted 
the  very  points  in  dispute,  viz :  that  the  blacks  of 
St.  Domingo  are  the  slaves  of  the  French,  and 
now  in  such  a  state  of  revolt  that  no  nation  has  a 
right  to  trade  with  them.  To  these  points  I  will 
presently  give  some  attention,  after  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  subject  of  our  West  India  com- 
merce, generally,  as  connected  with  this  question. 
It  is  well  known,  sir,  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  commerce,  which  of  Jate  years  has  so  ra- 
pidly enriched  our  oitizens,  and  advanced,  beyond 
the  most  sanguine  calculations,  our  national 
wealth  and  political  ^consequence,  has  consisted 
in  the  increased  intercourse  with  the  West  India 
islands;  and  this  has  arisen  chiefly  from  our  neu- 
tral and  neighboring  situation  toward  those  isl- 
ands:  from  the  unrestrained  and  enterprising 
spirit  of  our  merchants,  and  from  a  combination 
of  circumstances  that  have  been  sufficient  to  in- 
Tolve,  and  continue  in  war  for  a  number  of  years, 
the  most  commercial  Powers  of  Europe.  So  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  has  our  trade  become  in  the 
West  Indian. s^s,  that  it  has  excited,  and  is  daily ^ 
increasing . the  jealousies  of  other  nations;  and, 


certainly,  in  the  same  gradation,  at  least,  should 
increase  our  disposition  to  protect  and  to  foster  it. 
But  what,  let  me  ask,  must  be  the  inevitable  op- 
eration of  the  measure  now  before  us  ?  To  pros- 
trate completely,  at  a  single  blow,  the  most  valua- 
ble part  of  it  remaining,  and  to  jeopardize  the 
whole.  As  if  not  content  with  the  branches  that 
have  been  lopped  off  by  the  British,  the  French, 
andlhe  S|Miniarda,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia will  himself  now  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the 
tree ;  and  this,  too,  at  a  moment  when  our  com- 
merce is  approaching  the  most  crippled  and  ruin- 
ous condition;  when  the  principal  commercial 
nations  of  Europe  are  exerting  every  effort  short 
of  actual  war.  to  crush  it ;  when  your  table  is 
loaded  with  the  memorials  of  your  citizens,  com- 
plaining of  the  injustice  and/  violence  to  which 
they  are  subjected  in  every  part  of  the  world,  and 
praying  the  protection  of  tneir  Government;  when 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  communi- 
cating to  us  message  after  message  upon  this  very 
subject;  when  almost  every  mail  that  arrives 
brings  to  us  the  unwelcome  intelligence  of  some 
additional  outrages  upon  the  persons  and  the 
property  of  our  countrymen ;  and  scarcely  a  wind 
from  any  quarter  of  the  globe  but  swells  the  cat- 
alogue of  their  grievances. 

Our  local  situation,  Mr.  President,  gives  to  us 
advantages  in  the  coinmerce  of  the  West  Indies 
over  all  the  nations  of  the  world ;  and  it  is  not 
only  the  right  and  the  interest  but  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Government,  by  every  fair  and  honorable 
means,  to  protect  and  encourage  our  citizens  in 
the  exercise  of  those  advantages.  If,  in  other  re- 
spects, we  pursue  a  wise  policy^  and  remain  ab- 
stracted from  the  convulsions  of  Europe,  that  for 
many  years  to  come  are  not  likely  to  nave  much 
interval;  enjoying,  as  we  shall,  all  the  advantages 
of  peace-wages,  peace-freight,  peace-insurance, 
and  the  other  peace  privileges  of  neutral  trader^ 
we  must  nearly  accjuire  a  monopoly  of  this  com- 
merce. We  can  make  usually  a  treble  voyage ; 
that  is,  from  this  continent  to  the  West  Indies, 
thence  to  Europe,  and  back  to  America  again,  in 
the  time  that  the  European  vessels  are  engaged 
in  one  West  India  voyage.  This  circumstance  of 
itself,  properly  improved,  at  a  period  .perhaps  not 
very  remote,  whenever  others  of  those  islands 
may  be  released  from,  or  refuse  longer  submission 
to  their  present  colonial  restrictions  upon  com- 
merce, will  enable  us  to  rival  even  the  British 
in  transporting  to  the  markets  of  Europe  the  very 
valuable  productions  of  the. West  Indies,  such  as 
sugar,  molasses,  coffee,  spirits,  dec.  Again,  sir,  I 
state  nothing  new  when  I  ;say  that  the  produce 
of  this  country  is  essential  to  the  West  India  isl- 
ands, and  the  facility  with  which  we  can  convey 
it  tp  them,  must  at  all  times  enable  us  to  furnish 
them  much  cheaper  than  they  can  be  furnished 
by  any  other  people.  It  renuires  not  indeed  the 
spirit  of  prophecy  to  foretell,  that  the  time  must 
come  when  the  very  convenient  and  commanding 
situation  we  occupy,  in  every  point  of  view,  rela- 
tive to  the  most  valuable  of  those  islands,  will 
place  in  our  hands  the  entire  control  of  their 
trade;  that  is,  if  we  pursue  a  wise  and  politic 
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system  of  measures  in  relation  to  tliem ;  holding 
fast  Dpon  all  the  g;reat  advantages  nature  has 
given  us,  and  promptly  availing  ourselves  of  such 
others  as  circumstances  may  throw  in  our  way. 
As  a  source  of  public  revenue;  as  a  means  of  in- 
creasing our  national  capital ;  and,  thou^  last, 
not  least,  as  a  nursery  for  our  seamen,  the  import- 
ance of  this  commerce  to  the  United  States,  is  in- 
calculable, and  should  be  guarded  with  a  jealous 
eye ;  we  should  never  suffer  our  rightful  partici- 
pation in  it  to  be  diminished  by  others,  much  less 
nave  the  folly  to  diminish  it  ourselves.  Those 
islands  are  situated  in  our  very  neighborhood,  and 
but  for  the  arbitrary  colonial  restrictions  upon 
commerce,  to  whicn  they  are  now  subject,  no 
other  nation  could  hold  a  successful  competition 
with  us  in  their  markets,  unless  some  such  ill- 
judged,  baleful,  anti-commercial  measure,  as  has 
now  fallen  to  the  genius  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  contrive,  should  enable  them  to 
do  so. 

1  will  now,  sir,  notice  the  relative  hostile  situa- 
tions of  France  and  St.  Domingo,  and  see  how 
far  gentlemen  are  borne  out  in  their  positions-*- 
that  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  can  be  consid- 
ered only  as  revolted  slaves,  or,  at  best,  as  French 
subjects  now  in  a  state  of  rebellion;  that  they  are 
nationally  in  no  respect  separated  from  France; 
that  to  trade  with  them  is  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  that  we  have  no  right  to  do  so. 
This,  so  far  as  I  could  understand  them,  forms  a 
summary  of  the  points  that  have  been  urged  in 
support  of  the  present  measure,  and  in  opposition 
to  tne  trade ;  each  of  which  deserves  some  atten- 
tion. If  I  am  wrong  in  these  points,  the  friends 
of  the  bill  will  please  now  to  correct  me ;  and  I 
hope  gentlemen  will  become  convinced  during 
the  discnssioD,  that  the  case  which  so  many  of 
them  haTe  stated,  of  any  foreign  Power  succoring 
and  protecting  the  revolted  slaves  of  the  Southern 
States,  is  not  the  parallel  of  that  before  us.  As 
to  the  first  point,  it  is  to  be  recollected,  that  some 
years  past,  to  quote  from  hiffh  authority,  ^  during 
the  agonizing  spasms  of  infuriated  man,  seeking 
through  blood  and  slaughter  his  tons  lost  liber- 
ties," when  our  enlightened  sister  Republic  of 
France  was,  in  'her  abundant  kindness,  forcing 
liberty  upon  all  the  world,  and  propagating  the 
rights  of  man  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  in  one 
other  paroxysms  of  philanthropy,  she  proclaimed, 
by  a  solemn  decree  of  her  Convention,  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  and  equality  to  the  blacks  of  St. 
Domingo  too;  invited  them  to  the  fraternal  em- 
brace, and  to  the  honors  of  a  Conventional  sitting. 
The  wisdom  or  the  policy  of  this  proceeding,  it  is 
not  my  business  to  inquire  into,  but  it  certainly 
affords  some  excuse,  if  any  be  necessary,  for  the 
subsequent  conduct  of  those  unfortunate  people. 
The  decree  abolishing  forever  slavery  in  the  West 
Indies.  (French,)  and  extending  all  the  blessings 
of  citizenship  and  equality  to  every  human  erea- 
tnre,  of  whatever  grade  or  color,  tnen  under  the 
Government  of  France,  passed  the  Convention  in 
February,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-four.  The 
existence  of  such  a  paper  I  did  not  Expect  would 
hftFe  been  doubted  here  till  the  gentleman  from 


New  Jersey  (Mr.  Kitchel)  actually  denied  it 
In  the  new  Annual  Register,  of  ninety-four^  is  the 
following  account  of  it,  pa^e  ^7 :  ^  La  Croix  rose 

*  to  move  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
^  dominions  of  France.    The  National  Conven- 

*  tion  rose  spontaneousl)^  to  decree  the  proposition 
^  of  La  Croix.    On  motion  of  Danton,  on  the  5th, 

*  the  Convention  resolved  to  refer  to  the  Commit- 
'  tee  of  Public  Safety  the  decree  of  emancipation, 

*  in  order  that  they  might  provide  the  most  effect- 

*  ual  and  safest  means  of.  carrying  it  into  effect." 
But  here  is  the  decree  itself  as  taken  from  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  furnished  to  me  by  a 
friend :   ^'National  Convention,  1794,  February 

*  4th.  The  National  Convention  decrees  that 
'  slavery  is  abolished  in  all  the  French  colonies. 
'  It  decrees  in  consequence  that  all  the  inhabitants 

*  of  the  French  colonies,  of  whateveF  color,  are 

*  French  citizens,  and  from  this  day  forward  shall 

*  enjoy  those  rights  which  are  secured  to  them  by 
'  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  by  the  Constitu- 

*  tion."  And  this  satne  principle  the  Convention 
frequently  recognised,  by  receiving  at  their  bar, 
in  the  most  complimentary  manner,  various  dep- 
utations of  blacks  from  the  West  Indies,  thanking 
them  for  the  boon  conferred  upon  them.  One  of 
these  instances,  among  many  others.  I  will  sub- 
mit, as  a  curiosity  in  legislative  proceedings,  to 
the  Senate:  ^^ National  Convention.  Oroer  of 
'  the  day.  A  band  of  blacks  of  both  sexes,  amidst 
'  the  sound  of  martial  music,  and  escorted  by  a 
'  great  band  of  Parisians,  came  into  the  hall  to  le- 

*  turn  thanks  to  the  Legislature  for  having  raised 
^  them  to  the  rank  of  men.  The  -  President  gave 
^  the  fraternal  kiss  to  an  old  Degress,  114  years 
'  old,  and  mother  of  eleven  children.  After  which 
^  she  was  respectfully  conducted  to  an  armed 
'  chair  and  seated  by  the  side  of  the  President, 

*  amid  the  loudest  bursts  of  applause."  By  the 
original  decree,  the  liberty  of  the  blacks  was  estab- 
lished. This  ceremony,  it  seem^  was  only  to 
show  their  equality ;  and  certainly,  sir,  the  Presi- 
dent could  not  have  given  a  much  stronger,  or  a 
much  kinder  evidence  of  it  to  the  old  lady.  But, 
Mr.  President,  the  claim  of  those  people  to  free- 
dom does  not  rest  here.  I  have  in  my  hand  a 
document  of  much  more  recent  date,  and  even 
more  to  be  relied  upon.  It  is  the  proclamation 
of' the  then  First  Consul,  now  the  Emperor  and 
King,  to  the  people  Of  St.  Domingo,  when  Gen- 
eral Le  Clerc  went  there,  in  the  winter  of  1801, 
at  the  head  of  the  French  forces,  which  I  will  read. 
First,  a  short  proclamation  of  Greneral  Le  Clerc's: 

LIBERTY.      EQUALITY. 

PROCLAMATION. 
On  board  the  Ocean,  off  the  Cape,  the  16th  of  PIu- 

viose,  lOth  year  of  the  French  Republic,  (Feb.  6, 

1802.) 
Le  Ctere,  Oenerai-in-^kief  cf  the  Army  of  Si,  ZVwitit- 

go,  Captain  General  of  the  Colony  t  to  the  inhabi" 

tanU  of  St.  Domingo  .• 

Inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo !  •  Read  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  First  Consnl  of  the  Republic.  I^  aasures 
to  the  Uicka  Oiat  liberty  for  which  they  have  so  long 
fought;  to  ooaunerce  and  to  agricnltore  that  proeperity 
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withoot  which  there  can  be  no  colonies.    Hie  promieee 
will  be  faithfully  fulfilled ;  to  doubt  it  would  be  a  dime. 
The  General-in-chief, 

LE  CLERC,  Captain  GmexaL 
By  order  of  the  General-in-chiei^ 
LENOIlt 

Extract  from  the  Register  of  the  DelibeiTAtions  of  the 
CojuuU  of  the  Republic,  .Paris,  the  17th  ^rumaire, 
10th  year  of  the  French  Republic,  one  and  indivisi- 
ble, (November  8,  1801.) 

PROCLAMATION. 

The  Consuls  of  the  RemnhUe  to  the  InhabUanta  of  St. 

Inhabitants  of  8t  Domingo!  Whatever  may  be 
your  origin  'and  your  color,  ye  are  all  Frenchmen ;  ye 
are  all  free,  and  all  equal  before  God  and  the  Republic. 

France,  like  8t.  Domingo,  has  been  a  prey  to  fac- 
tions, and  torn  by  civil  and  foreign  wars.  But  ail  is 
changed !  Every  people  have  embraced  Frenchmen, 
and  have  sworn  to  them  peace  and  friendship !  All 
Frenchmen  have  likewise  embraced  each  other,  and 
have  sworn  to  be  all  friends  and  brothers.  Come  ye, 
also,  and  embrace  Frenchmen^  and  rejoice  to  see  your 
friends  and  your  brothers  of  Europe. 

The  Government  sends  you  the  Captain  General 
Le  Clerc.  He  carries  with  him  great  forces  to  protect 
you  against  your  enemies,  and  against  the  enemies  of 
the  Republic.  If  it  should  be  told  you  these  forces  are 
intended  to  tear  from  you  your  liberty,  answer,  the 
Republic  has  given  us  liberty.  The  Republic  will  not 
6U&r  that  it  should  be  taken  from  us.  Rally  round 
the  Captain  General ;  he  restores  you  abundance  and 
peace.  Rally  round  him ;  he  who  shall  dare  to  separate 
himself  from  tiie- Captain  General  will  be  a  traitor  to 
his  country,  and  the  vengeance  o(  the  Republic  shall 
devonr  Jiim  as  fire  devours  your  dried  canee. 

Given  at  Pans,  in  Ihe  palace  of  Govemment,  the 
17th  Brumaire,  10th  year  of  the  French  Republic. 

BONAPARTE. 

By  the  First  Consul, 

H.  B.  Mabst,  Secretary • 

A  true  copy, 

Lb  CiEBG,  Captain  General. 

This,  sir,  is  proof  irresistible;  after  which  it 
.  can  never  be  said  tha^t  the  liberation  of  those  peo- 
ple has  been  the  rash  act,  or  the  mere- ebullition, 
of  the  heat  and  convulsion  of  a  revolution.  We 
boLve  here  their  liberty  solemnly  recognised  and 
proclaimed  to  the  world  eight  ^ears  afterwards 
by  the  man  who  was  then  and  still  is  at  the  head 
of  the  French  Qoreroment;  or  rather,  who  is 
now  the  Government  itself.  I  cite  these  papers 
to  show  that  the  French  have  now  no  claim, 
either  in  right,  in  justice,  or  in  law,  to  any  portion 
of  the  people  of  St.  Domingaas  slaves;  that  they 
are  individually  free,  if  the  highest  authorities  in 
France  could  constitute  them  so,  which  will  sure- 
ly xiot  be  questioned ;  and  in  order  to  rebut  a  fal- 
lacious idea  that  has  been  taken  up,  and  urged  by 
some,  that  our  merchants  are  conducting  this  com- 
•  merce  with  slaves,'  the  property  of  freemen,  and 
not  with  freemen  themselves,  thus  ingeniously 
endeavoring  to  draw  a  distin<uion  between  the 
situation  of  St.  Domingo  and  that  of  any  other 
colony  that  has  ever  heretofore  attempted  to  sep- 
ua^  itself  from  the  mother  couatry;  to  maJie 


their's,  according  to  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Moore,)  a  totally  new, 
unprecedented  case,  and  in  this  manner  to  take 
them  out  of  the  humane  provisions  of  the  laws  of 
nations.    I  grant,  sir,  their  case  does  form  a  dis- 
tinction from  any  other^  and  in  this  it  consists: 
the  people  of  St.  Dommgo  are  fighting  to  pre- 
serve not  only  their  independence  as  a  commu- 
nity, but  their  liberty  as  individuals;  to  prevent  a 
degradation  from  the  exalted  state  of  freemen  to 
the  debased  condition  of  slaves,  struggliog  against 
the  manacles  that  have  been  forged  for  them  by 
the  lawless  ambition  of  power.    We  are  told, 
however,  they  are  at  least  not  free  as  a  people,  as 
a  body  politic;  but  in  such  a  state  of  rebellion 
that  no  nation  has  a  right  to  trade  with  them. 
Here  it  becomes  necessary  to  understand  each 
other  as  to  the. correct  and  definite  import  of 
words.    GenVlemen,  in  common  parlance,  are  apt 
to  confound  expressions  of  very  different  mean- 
ing, as  has  been  strikingly  the  case  during  the  pres- 
ent discussion.    Hence  the  word  '^  rebellion/'  has 
been  substituted  for,  and  used  throuebout,  as  if 
synonymous  with  ''civil  war;"  but  although  re- 
bellion is  often  the  inception  of  civil  war,  there  is 
a  material  distinction  between  the  two.    The  for- 
mer consists  in  the  mere  unreasonable  insurrec- 
tion of  certain  discontented  individuals;  whereas 
the  latter  is  a  people  seriously  divided  among 
theitiselves,  in  a  state  of  war,  each  party  being 
capable  of  making  a  certain  military  stand  against 
the  other;  and  this  is  precisely  the  situation  of 
France  and  St.  Domingo  at  present,  as  will  ap- 
pear by  the  distinction  taken  in  the  books  when 
applied  to  their  case :     VcUieVa  L(m  of  NaXixm»^ 
b.  S,  ch.  18,  sec.  292,  says:  "  Custom  appropriates 
'  the  term  of  dvU  war  to  every  war  between  the 
'  members  of  one  and  the  same  political  society. 
'  If  it  be  between  part  of  the  citizens  on  the  one 
'side,  and. the  Sovereign,  with  those  who  con- 
'  tinue  in  obedience  to  him,  on  the  other ;  pro- 
'  vided  the  malcontents  have  any  reason  for  taking 
'up  arms,  nothing  further  is  required  to  entitle 
'  such  disturbance  to  the  name  of  civU  loar,  and 
^  not  that  of  rebellion.    This  latter  term  isapnlied 
'  only  to  such  an  insurrection  against  lawful  au- 
'  thority,  as  is  void  of  all  appearance  of  iustice." 
And  I  will  submit  with  confidence  to  the  high 
and  honorable  feelings  of  this  Senate,  whether 
the  huBian  mind  is  capable  of  conceiving  a  much 
stronger  reason  to  induce  a  people  to  take  up 
arms  than  to  resist  those  whose  known  object  it 
IB  to  reduce  them. not  only  to  political,  but  to  per- 
sonal slavery;  or  whether  anv  other  circumstance 
could  give,  accorcjing  to  the  language  of  this  wri- 
ter, an  equal  appearance  of  justice  to  their  cause. 
The  section  thus  goes  on:  ''The  Soverei^^n,  in- 
*'  deed,  never  fails  to  bestow  the  appellation  of 
'  rebels  on  all  such  of  his  subjects  as  openly  resist 
'  him  ;  but  when  the  latter  have  acquired  sufficient 
'  strength  to  give  him  effectual  opposition,  and  to 
*  oblige  him  to  carry  on  the  war  against  them  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  established  rules,  he  must  neces- 
'  sarily  submit  to  the  use  of  the  term  dvU  war." 
And  certainly  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  people  of 
St.  Domingo  have  not  such  sufficient  streagth^ 
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when,  after'a  wAr  of  so  many  years  with  Prance, 
we  see  them  not  only  yet  independent,  bat  having 
now  actually  besie^ea  the  only  French  force  in 
their  country.  I  miffht  safely  have  rested  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  definition  1  have  ffiven  of  the 
term  civil  war,  upon  the  four  first  lines  only  of 
the  same  section,  the  bearing  of  which  too,  upon 
the  present  question,  will  be  obvious  to  the  mind 
of  every  gentleman.  They  are  as  follow :  *•  When 
'  a  party  is  formed  in  a  State,  who  no  longer  obey 
'  the  Sovereign,  and  are  possessed  of  sufficient 
'  strength  to  oppose  him ;  or  when,  in  a  Republic, 
'  the  nation  is  divided  into  two  opposite  factions, 

*  and  both  sides  take  up  arms  i  this  is  called  a 

*  civil  war." 

Let  us  now^r.  President,  attend  to  the  present 
state  of  St.  Domingo;  but  first  to  the  circum- 
stances that  have  led  to  ft,  and  see  how  far  this 
doctrine  will  apply.  After  the  bands  of  the  polit- 
ical society  that  had  connected  France  and  her 
colonies  together  were  broken  asunder ;  when  the 
old  Government  of  that  country  was  completely 
dissolved,  and  one  usurpation  suc^ceeded  day  after 
day  to  the  places  and*  to  the  vices  of  another; 
when  the  axe  of  the  guillotine  had  extinguished 
the  magic  lustre  of  royalty,  and  even  that  grace 
and  beauty Ja  tery  superb  likeness  of  the  late 
dueen  of  France  was  hanfiring  directly  before 
him,]  that  had  reigned  so  long  unrivalled,  the 
pride  and  idol  of  the  nation,  had  to  yield  herself 
to  the  rudeness  of  a  common  executioner,  and 
was  humbled  in  death  before  a  scoffing  multitude; 
when  the  Constitution  that  had  been  recently 
established  by  the  voice  of  the  n)»tion,  and  under 
which  it  was  hoped  they  would  flourish  and  be 
happy,  had  fallen  into  the  ruthless  fangs  of  the 
Jacobins,  and  the  patriots  who  supported  it  had 
found  refuge  in  exile,  or  mingled  their  blood  upon 
the  scaffold;  when  all  rightful,  civil,  and  legal 
authority  was  at  an  end,  and  the  Revolutionary 
sabre  alone  gave  law,  the  people  of  St.  Domingo, 
as  did  the  people  of  these  States  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, declared  themselves  free  and  inde- 
pendent, determined  to  take  their  stand  among 
the  nations  of  the  world,  and  now  refuse  alle- 
l^iance  to  any  foreign  Power.  They  have  organ- 
ized a  Qovernment  for  themselves ;  they^  are  de 
facto  the  governors  of  the  countrv,  and  m  every 
respect  act  as  an  independent  people.  They  have 
waged,  and  carried  on  with  France,  for  many, 
years,  a  most  serious  war,  in  defence  of  what  they 
say  are  their  rights;  and  the  French,  by  force  of 
arms,  have  been  endeavoring  to  subjugate  them. 
And  now  let  me  ask  if  the  United  Stares,  or  any 
other  Power  upon  earth,  is  competent  to  decide 
this  great  controversy  between  themi  They  each 
claim  to  be  free  and  independent,  and  therefore 
acknowledge  no  superior ;  the  struggle  is  between 
themselves,  and  no  other  nation  has  a  right  to  in- 
terfere by  direct  acts  of  hostility,  or  by  anjr  com- 
mercial restrictions  that  can  go  to  affect  injuri- 
ously either  of  the  parties,  and  to  do  so  is  a  depart- 
ure from  neutral  gtouud,  and  an  infraction  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  as  I  think  will  be  within  mjr 
power  to  show  from  the  most  incontestable  author- 
ities.   For  this  purpose  I  witi  adverr  again  to 


Vaiiel.  But  first  let  me  beg  to  be  understood  as 
not  meaning  to  intimate  an  opinion  that  a  colony 
has  not  a  right  to  separate  herself  from  themother 
country,  except  in  a  time  of  such  universal  con- 
fusion. On  the  contrary,  I  believe  she  has  the 
right  whenever  she  has  the  jpower;  or,  what 
amounts  nearly  to  the  same  thing,  whenever  she 
becomes  so  far  separated  as  to  declare  herself  free 
and  independent;  to  organize  a  government,  to 
proceed  in  the  administration  of  that  government, 
and  to  take  and  pursue  measures  of  self-defence. 
No  other  nation  has  a  right  to  investigate  the 
claim  she  sets  up  to  freedom ;  no  other  nation  has 


the  rest  of'^tfae  world  to  stand  aloof,  the  silent  and 
impartial  spectators  of  the  conflict,  treating  in 
their  commercial  relations  each  of  the  parties 
with  like  civility. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  cases  I  had  noted  my- 
self, I  mast  beg  leave  to  tender  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  honorable  member  from  Maryland 
on  my  left  (Mr.  Wrigbt)  for  one,  he  has  been 
so  obliging  as  to  read  to  us,  and  which  will  be 
found  to  be  directly  in  the  teeth  of  the  argument 
he  so  triumphantly  erected  upon  it.  It  is  in  VcU- 
ieL  b.  3,  ch.  18,  sec.  296:  "Foreign  nations  are 
'  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  government  of  an 
'  independent  State.  It  belongs  not  to  them  to 
^  judge  between  the  citizens  whom  discord  has 
'  roused  to  arms,  nor  between  the  Prince  and  his 
'  sublets :  both  parties  are  equally  independent  of 
*  their  authority."  According  to  this  case,  then, 
the  people  of  France  and  th«  people  of  St.  Do- 
mingo are  equally  independent  of  our  authority, 
and  the  gentleman  addfuced  it  to  show  that  we 
have  no  right  to  interfere  in  their  quarrel.  Thus 
far,  sir,  we  agree  precisely,  and  from  this  point 
diverge  in  precisely  opposite  directions.  Sir,«the 
gentleman  exactly  mistook  the  case ;  the  interfer- 
ence here  contemplated  is  not,  .as  he  supposed,  a 
neutraPs  trading,  but  refusing  to  trade  with  a  bel- 
ligerent, situated  as  are  the  people  of  St.  Domin- 
go in  relation  to  France.  It  is  a  neutral  with- 
holding from  one  of  the  parties  what  she  grants  to 
the  other;  giving  commercial  aid  and  assistance 
to  one,  and  denymg  it  to  the  other.  I  will  a^ 
the  geatleman  if  this  bill,  the  object  of  which 
must  be  to  starve  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  into 
submission  to  their  enemies,  is  not  a  direct  and 
roost  serious  interference  in  tbehr  quarrel  1  More 
so,  Mr.  President,  give  me  leave  to  say,  than  if 
you  were  to  invade  them  with  fleets  and  with 
armies.  Sir,  the  very  object  of  this  case  is  to 
show,  that  between  belligerents  circumstanced  in 
relation  toward  each  other  as  are  now  the  people 
of  France  and  the  people  of  St.  Domingo,  neu- 
tral nations  are  b6uad  to  observe  the  strictest  im- 
partiality ;  not  to  grant  a  benefit  to  one  that  they 
withhold  from  the  other;  but  to  conduct  their 
commerce  with  eaoh  alike  unrestrained.  And  If 
the  gentleman  had  examined  the  same  section,  a 
few  lines  farther,  he  would  have  found  this  broad 
principle  laid  down,  that  in  the  event  of  such  a 
eitil  war  betwuMi  eitizeas  of  the  same  coofttry, 
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or  between  a  Prince  and  his  subjects,  neutral  na- 
tions are  equally  at  liberty  to  assist  either  party, 
as  if  they  were  two  independent  nations  em- 
barked in  war.  This  pNnciple,  and  the  construc- 
tion I  have  given  to  the  gentleman's  case,  will  be 
well  supported  by  others,  I  shall  now  have  the 
honor  of  submitting  to  the  Senate,  from  the  same 
author.  Vattel,  b.  2,  ch.  4.  sec.  56,  says :  "  When 
'  the  bands  of  the  political  society  are  broken,  or 
'  at  least  suspended,  between  the  Sovereign  and 
'  his  people,  the  contending  parties  may  then  be 
'considered  as  two  distinct  Powers;  and  since 
'  they  are  both  equally  independent  of  all  foreii^Q 
'  autnority,  nobody  has  a  right  to  judge  between 
'  them»  Either  may  be  in  the  right."  B,  3,  ch. 
15,  sec.  295,  says:  '^When  a  nation  becomes  di- 
<  vided  into  two  parties  absolutely  independent, 
'  and  no  longer  acknowledging  a  common  supe- 
'  rior,  the  State  is  dissolved,  and  the  war  between 
'  the  two  parties  stands  on  the  same  ground  in 

*  every  respect  as  a  public  war  between  two  dif- 
'  ferent  nations."  Again,  sir,  section  293  of  the 
same  book  and  chapter, says:  "  A  civil  war  breaks 

*  the  bands  of  society  and  Government,  or  at  least 
'  suspends  their  force  and  effect.  It  produces  in 
'  the  nation  two  independent  parties,  who  con- 
'  sider  each  other  as  enemies,  and  acknowledge  no 

*  common  judge.  Those  two  parties,  therefore, 
'  must  necessarily  be  considered  as  thenceforward 
'  constituting,  at  least  for  a  time,  two  separate 
'  bodies,  two  distinct  societies.  Though  one  of 
'  the  parties  may  have  been  to  blame  in  breaking 
'  the  unity  of  the  State,  and  resisting  the  lawful 

*  authority,  they  are  not  the  less  divided  in  fact. 
'  Beside;,  who  shall  judge  them  ?  Who  shall  pro- 
^  Dounce  on  which  'side  the  right  or  the  wrong 
'  belongs?  On  earth  they  have  no  common  supe- 
'rior.  They  stand,  therefore,  in  precisely  the 
'  same  predicament  as  two  nations  who  engage  in 
'  a  contest,  and,  being  unable  to  come  to  an  agree- 

*  meat,  have  recourse  to  arms."  I  will  now,  sir, 
cite  another  highly  approved  and  more  modern 
writer  to  the  same  point.  Marteri^s  Law  of  Na- 
^  tiorUj  ch.  2,  sec.  10,  says :  "  Suppose  that  the  in- 
'  terior  troubles  of  a  State  come  to  an  open  rup- 
'  tore  between  the  Sovereign  and  his  subjects, 
'  and  that  the  whole  nation,  or  part  of  it,  should 

*  wish  to  drive  him  from  the  throne :  pr,  suppose 
'  that  a  province  or  territory,  subjected  to  another 
'  State,  refuses  obedience  to  it,  and  endeavors  to 
'render  itself  independent;  in  either  of  these 
'  cases,  there  are  two  points  which  must  be  sepa- 

*  rated  in  determining  on  the  conduct  that  foreign 
\  Powers  ouffht  to  observe.    1st.  The  conduct  to 

*  be  observed  towards  the  old  or  new  Sovereign. 
'  or  towards  the  people  who,  after  having  re- 

*  vol  ted,  have  declared  themselves  independent. 
'  2dly.  The  assistance  to  be  given  to  either  party. 

*  With  respect  to  the  first  of  these,  a  foreign  na- 
'  tion,  not  under  any  obligation  to  interfere,  do 

*  not  appear  to  violate  its  perfect  obligations,  nor 
'  to  deviate  from  the  principles  of  neutrality,  if, 
'  in  adhering  to  the  possession,  without  examining 
'  into  its  legality,  it  treats  as  Sovereign  him  who 
'  is  actually  on  the  throne,  and  as  an  independent 
<  oation,  people  who  have  declared,  and  still  main- 


'  tain  themselves  independent.    The  opposite  par- 

*  ty,  however,  never  fails  to  complain  of  this  con- 
'  duct,  as  long  as  he  does  not  himself  acknowledge 
'  by  treaty  the  validity  of  such  possession  or  inde- 
'  pendence.  As  to  the  second  point,  viz :  the  as- 
'  sistapce  to  be  eiven  to  either  party,  when  once 
'  obedience  has  been  formally  refused,  and  the  re- 
'  fusing  party  has  entered  into  the  possession  of 
'  the  independence  demanded,  the  dispute  becomes 
'  the  same  as  those  which  happen  between  inde- 
'  pendent  States." 

Could  authorities.  Mr.  President,  be  more  fully 
up  to  the  case,  or  show  more  unequivocally  our 
right,  or  rather  the  just  obligation  upon  us  to  ob- 
serve towards  France  and  St.  Domingo,  during 
their  present  conflict,  the  strictest  impartialitvl 
For  I  contend,  and  the  cases  I  have  cited  go  tne 
full  length  of  proving  it,  that  they  are  to  be  con- 
sidered by  us,  in  every  respect,  as  two  indepen- 
dent nations;  two  distinct  Powers  at  war;  and  as 
such,  it  is  our  right  and  our  duty  to  treat  them. 
The  rights  and  tne  duties  of  neutrals,  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, are  so  concisely  and  explicitly  pointed 
out  in  the  volumes  I  have  just  referred  to,  that  I 
must  be  permitted  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a 
few  sections  on  these  subjects  likewise.  Vattd, 
book  3.  ch.  7,  sec.  Ill,  says :  ''Let  us  now  discuss 
^  another  case ;  that  of  neutral  nations  resorting 

*  to  my  enemy's  country  for  commercial  purposes. 
'  It  is  certain,  that  as  they  have  no  part  in  my 
^  quarrel,  they  are  under  no  obligations  to  renounce 
'  their  commerce  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  to  sup- 
'  ply  my  enemy  with  the  means  of  carrying  on 
'  the  war  against  me.  Should  they  affect  to  re- 
'  fuse  selling  me  a  single  article,  while  at  the  same 
'  time,  they  take  pains  to  convey  an  abundant 
'  supply  to  my  enemy,  with  an  evident  intention 
^  to  favor  him;  such  partial  conduct  would  ex- 
^  elude  them  from  the  neutrality  they  enjoyed. 
'  But  if  they  only  continue  their  customary  trade, 

*  they  do  not  thereby  declare  themselves  against 
^  my  interest;  they  only  exercise  a  right  which 
'  they  are  under  no  obligation  of  sacrificing  to  me." 
Same  chapter,  section  118:  "A  neutrd  nation 
'  preserves  towards  both  the  belligerent  Powers 

*  the  several  relations  which  jiature  has  instituted 
'between  nations.  She  ought  to  show  herself 
^  ready  to  render  them  every  office  of  humanity 
'  reciprocally^  due  from  one  nation  to  another. 
'  She  ought  in  everything  not  directly  relating  to 
^  war,  to  give  them  ail  the  assistance  in  her  power, 
'  and  6f  which  they  may  stand  in  need.  Such 
'  assistance,  however,'  must  be  given  with  impar- 
'  tiality;  that  is  to  say,  she  must  not  refuse  any- 
'  thing  to  one  of  the  parties,  on  account  of  his  be- 
'  ingat  war  with  the  other."  It  seems  indeed  super- 
fluou?}  sir,  but  I  will  here  refer  once  more  to  Mar' 
teriy  b.  8,  sec.  8;  in  treating  of  neutral  commerce, 
according  to  the  universal  laws  of  nations,  he 
says:  "One  of  the  most,  important  points  to  be 
'  considered  in  treating  of  the  laws  of  neutrality. 

*  is,  the  commerce  carried  on  between  neutral  ana 

*  belligerent  nations.  The  ri^ht  that  a  nation  en- 
'  joys,  in  time  of  peace,  of  selling  and  carrying  all 
'  sorts  of  merchandise  to  every  nation  that  chooses 
'  to  trade  with  it,  it  enjoys  also  in  time  of  war 
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'  provided  it  remains  neuter.  It  follows,  then, 
^  that  a  neutral  nation  may  permit  its  subjects  to 
'  carry  all  sorts  of  mercbandUe.  ioQluding  arms 

*  and  aramunltioB,  to  (be  Powers  at  war,  or  to 
^  that  oi'  them,  with  which  this  commerce  may 
^  be  carried  on  to  the  greatest  ad  vantage.  So  long 
'  as  the  State,  th%t  is,  the  foreign  Power,  in  a  neu- 

*  tral  nation,  does  not  interfere^  by  prohibiting 
'  commerce  with  jeiiher  or  all  the  Powers  Ut  war, 
'  so  Lon^^it  would  seem,  the  nation  df^s  not  traps- 
*gresa  the  laws  of  neutraiity."  The  Iini7er«al 
laws  of  nationsi/.which  formerly  lieensed  neutrals 
in  carryiiig  armfi  and.ammunitton^  or  other  <arti- 
clesy  properly  contraha^d,  to  a  belligerent;  have 
been  modified  in  th|it  particular,  by  the  modern- 
laws  of  nations,  as  may  he  seen  in.  section  12,  of 
the  saoae  book  and  chapter.  < 

From  ail  these  cases,  Mr.  President,  I  apa  well 
warranted  in  tlie  following  deductions:  Ut..Tba{. 
when  the  bands  of  Government  among  a  people, 
by  means  of  civil  war,  become  brokeo,  or  for  a 
time  suspended,  the  two  parties  are  to  be  coosid- 
ered,  at  least  during  the  cootest,  as  two.distiaot 
Powers^  as  two  independent  nations,  who,  being 
otherwise  unable  to  i>etile  theiV  disputes,  make  a 
solemn  appeal  to  arms.  2d.  That  a  revolted  col- 
ony or  province)  while  holding.and  exercising  cbe 
rights  of  sovereignty,  is  to  be  treated  by  neutral 
nations  as  an  independient  people,  without  regard-^ 
ing  the  legality  or  ill(*gality  of  their  claim  to  such 
independence;  and,  3Jly,  That  in  the  disputes  of 
such  belligerents,  Qeutrals  have  no  rJght  to  inter* 
fere,  either  commercially  or  otherwise,  to  the  in- 
jury of  either,  but  are  bound  to  conduct'  them- 
selves with  the  strictest  impartiality  towards  both. 
And  here,  sir,  we  ariive  precisely  ^t  the  point. 
The  present  question  seem$  to  be  the  very  focus 
in  which  the  r^ys  of  lig^ht^' emitted  f<-om  those 
cases  naturally  meet.  They  are  too  plain. to  re- 
quire, or  even  admit  of  elucidation,  (will  leave 
everjf  gentlemajp  to  apply  them.for  hiooself.  Ac- 
cording to  my  understanding,  .they  have  only  "(o 
be  read  or  to  be  heard,  in  Order  to  attach  them- 
selves immediately  to  the  subject  of  our  present 
consideration.  It  clearly  resuUs,  then,  that,  we 
have  not  only  the  right,  hut  that  we  are  bound  by 
the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  to  jeont^uct  our 
commerce  with  St.  Domingo,  during  exiMing  cir- 
cumstances, precisely  as  we  should-  wiih'any  in«- 
dependent  foreign  Power  that  might  happen  to 
be  engaged  in  war,  and  that  a  contrary  conduct, 
such  as  that  now  proposed,  would  be.  on  their 
part  a  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  even  of  ag* 
gressioa  against  us.  And*  I  hope  it  will  never  be 
said  that  this  Gh)verument,  which,  according  to 
the  polite  concession  of  ih6  French  Minister,  "has 
taken  for  the  basis  of  its  political  career,' the  most 
scrupulous  equity,  and  the  most  impartial  neu- 
trality," will  now  commit  an  act  in  open  and  di- 
rect violation  of  both;  and  because  the  people -of 
St.  Domingo  may  at  present  be  unable  to  enforce 
right  and  justice,  do  them  wrong  and  injustice. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (arthestfrom 
me,  (Mr.  Maclay,)  in  s^taeh  of  arguarents  to 
support  this  measure,  has  travelled  back  to  the 
first  years  of  th0  American  RevohitioQ.    Thete  I  ^ 
9th  Con.  —5 


will  resort  too,  sir,  and  I  trust  with  better  success. 
In  the  conduct  both  of  France  and  of  England', 
at  that  time,  we  shall  find  a  precedf  nt  directly  in 
support  of  ray  argument.  After  these  colonies 
had  revolted  against  the  authority  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France  continued  uninterruptedly  her  com^ 
merce  with  them,  other  than  such  as  was  contra- 
band, till  the  6th  .of  February,  177d,  when  ah« 
entered  into  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce, 
and  another  of  Alliance,  eventually  to  become  a 
treaty  ofCeosive  and  defensive.  With  us,  under  the 
style  and  chai'acter  of  the  thirteen  United  States* 
In  thjB  fir»t  article  of  \he  Treaty  of  AUianci^ 
France  expressly  asserts  her  right  to  navigate  and 
c.arry  on  commerce  with,  the  colopies^  and  de- 
clares, that  if  the  British  should,  "  in  violation  of 
the  rights.of  nations,  attempt  to  hinder  that  navi- 
gation and  that  commerce,'*'  she  would  make  it  a 
ci>miQon  cause;"  But  to  prove  unequivocally  what 
was  then  the  opinion  of  France  on  this  subject.  I 
win  refer  to  one  ^f  her  own  State  papers.  In  the 
Annual  Register  for  1778,  p..  299,  is  the  note  of 
the  French  Minister,,De  Noailles,  dated  L»ondon, 
March  13th,  1776,  cprnmu^icating  to  the  British 
Government  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce 
entered  into  between  France  and  these  State?,  part 
of  which  is  %s  follows:  ''The  United  States  of 
'  North  America,  who  are  in  full  possessjdn  of  in- 
'  dependence  as  pronounced  by  them  on  tl^e  4tli 
'  of  July.  1776,  having  nroposed  to  the  King  to 
^  consolidate,  by  a  formal  convention,  the  connex- 
'  ion  begun  to  b^  established  between  the  two  na* 
'  lions,  the  respeotif  e  Plenipotentiaries  have  signed 
'  a  XtesLlj  of  Friendship  and  Commerce,  designed 
'  to  serve  as  a  foundation  for  their  n^uiual  good 
'  cbrrespondence.         .  .     , 

^'In  making  this  communication  to  the  Court 
*  of  London,  the  King  is  firtnly  persuaded  it  will 
'  find  Aew  proofs  of  His  Majesty's  constant  and 
'  sincere  disposition  for  pea6e ',  and  that  His  Brit- 
'  annic  Majesty,  animated  by  the«am^  sentimenU| 
^  will  equally  avoid  everything  thai  may  altec 
'  their  good  harmony ;.  and  that  he  will  particu* 
'  li^rly  take  effeotu^^l  m^eaaures  to  prevent  tjie  com- 
^  merce  between  His  Majesty's  subjects  and  the 
f  United  Btates  of  North  America  from  being  .in*- 
'  terrupted,  and  tO' cause  all  the  usages  received 
'  between  commercial  nations  to  be  in  this  respect 
'*  observed,  and. all  those  rules  which  can  be  said 
'  to  subsist  between  the  two  Crowns  of  Franca 
'^  and  Great  Britain."  So  it  dearly  appears  that 
France  then  considered  herself  as  not  only  having' 
a  right  to  trad^,  but  publicly  to  enter  into  a  eoin- 
mercial  treaty  with  the  revolted  colooiis  of  Great 
Britain,  upon  the  ground  that  they  w^re,  for  the 
time  at  least,  holding' and  exercising  the  rights  of 
independence.  And  yet  we  are  now  told  by  the 
French.  Minister,  that  to  trade  with*  a  revolted 
colony  of  France,  notoriously  in  the  full  posses- 
sion and  exercise  of  sovereign  authority,  is  "an 
'  infraction  manifest  of  law  the  most  sacred,  and 
'  the  best  observed  by  every  naticfn  under  the  do- 
'  minion  of  civilization."  And  gentlemen  will 
find  by  referring  to  the  justificatory  manifesto  of 
the  British  Government,  to  be  seen,  I  think,  in 
the  Annual  Register  for  1779|  th^  theix  acU  of 
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hostility  were  not  commeoced  asainst  France  in 
consequence  of  any  commerce  she  did  or  might 
carry  on  with  the  colonies,  but  upon  the  ground 
of  these  treaties,  and  of  Mr.  De  Noailles*s  note, 
which  in  the  manifesia  is  called  an  open  declara- 
tion of  war,  it  being  an  overt  ^ct  of  France,  ac- 
knowledging the  independence  of  these  States. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Looi^N,) 
however,  tells  us  that  trading  with  St.  Domingo 
may  involve  us  iq  a  war,  aed  therefor^  we  had- 
hetter  quit  it.  This  argument,  sir,  would  have 
equal  force  if  urged  against  a  peaceable  man's 

foinfr  out  into  the  street,  lest  somebody  should 
nock  him  dowd.  Bat  as  another  means  of  en- 
dangering our  peace,  he  has  told  us  further,  that 
our  merchants  send  arms  and  ammunition  to  St. 
Doming.  This,  indeed,  if  so,  I  confess  is  to  be 
regretted,  and  I  wish  could  be  prevented.  It  is, 
however,  at  their  own  risk,  unsanctioned  by  the 
Government ;  they  know  and  must  abide  the  con- 
sequences. Such  articles,  if  taken,  are  liable  to 
confiscation,  and  this  is  the  course  pursued  every 
day  throughout  the  world,  under  similar  circum- 
stances; it  is  a  control  over  the  commerce  of  neu- 
trals allowed  to  belligerents  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  has  grown  out  of  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
But  who  ever  heard  of  a  nation  being  involved  in 
war,  because  a  private  citizen  or  sufcgect,  of  his 
own  mere  will,  was  pleased-  to  sell  arms  and  am- 
munition to  one  of  the  belligerents  ?  If  the  gen- 
tleman's doctrine  he  correct,  to  what  poirft  would 
it,  or  rather  would  it  not,  carry  us?  Whenever 
any  two  foreign  Powers  may  choose  to  engage  in 
war,  we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  interdict- 
ing all  commerce  abroad,  on  the  part  of  oqr  citi- 
zens, lest  some  rash,  adventurous  merchant,  by 
renTding  articles  contraband  to  one  of  the  parties, 
should  likewise  involve  us  in  the  contest.  Sir, 
aach  a  principle,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  snch 
a  phantom  of 'a  princfple,  had  ijever  before  even 
the  shadow  of  existence.  Its  palpable  absurdity 
will  not  bejar  the  te.5t  of  a  moment's  investigation  ; 
whereas  the  principle  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
staling  in  relation  to  contraband  goods,  is^  not  only 
that  which  governs  among  nations  generally,  and 
bottomed  on  the  laws  of  nations,  but  is  explicjity 
recognised  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  Dur  treaty 
with  France,  in  which,  after  particularizing  the 
articles  that  shall  be^deemed^oontraband  between 
the  parties,  it  is  thus  expressly  stated:  **A11  th« 

*  above  articles,  whepever  they  are  dcBtined  to  the 

*  port  of  an  enemy,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  con- 
^  traband,and  just  objects  of  confiscation;  but  the 

*  vessel  in  which  they  are. laden,  and  the  residue 
'  of  the  cargo,  shall  be  considered  free,  and  not  in 

*  any  manner  infected  by  the  prohibited  -goods. 

*  whether  belonging  to  the  same  or  a  different 
'  owner,"  If,  then,  there  is  an y  faith  or  confidence 
to  be  reposed  in  treaties,  the  honorable  member 
may  quiet  his  fears  as  to  the  danger  of  private 
adventures  of  this  kind,  involving  the  nation  in  a 
war  with  France ;  the  two  Powers,  anticipating 
the  evil,  have  wisely  provided  a  milder  remedy 
for  it  in  this  compact. 

I  must  here  inquire  if,  as  getitlemen  contend,  it 
is  not  now  lawful  to  cany  on  commerce  with  the 


people  of  St.  Domingo,  when  it  may  probablv 
become  so?  Suppose,  for  instance,  the  Frenck 
slu)uld  continue  this  inefficient  kind  of  wai'fare 
upon  them,  if  even  such  it  may  be  considered,  for 
a  century  to  come,  holding  as  at  present  but  a 
ssingle  post  in  the  island^.while  the  natives  are  in 
full  possession  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  country, 
and  administering  a  regular  Govern mert?  Will 
it  be  said,  under  such  circumstances,  that  ao'na- 
lion  is  to  be  allowed  to  trade  with  them  for  a  ceo- 
t-ury  to  come?  Or  will  gentlemen  hold  them  as 
rebels  to  all  eternity,  and  never  suffer  the  rest  of 
the  world  to  have  intercourse  with  them'?  Sir. 
those  people  will  never  be  reduced  by  General 
Ferrand's  war  of  proclamations ;  and  while  on 
this  subject  I  must'  be  permitted  to  express  my 
ai^tonishment  at  a  very  extraordinary  document 
of  this  kind  that  htis  been  recently  laid  upon  our 
tables,  signed  by  Greneral  Ferrand,  and  purporting 
to  be  a  proclatnatiori  or  decree  of  his,  directed 
chiefly  at  the  citizens  i^id  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  i:$  indoed,  throughout,  calculated 
to  inspire  no  other  sentiment  than  contempt  j  the 
arrogance  and  presumption  of  its* style  and  man- 
ner is  equalled  only  by  the  emptiness  of  its  threats. 
General  Ferraiid,  shut  up  in  the  city  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, with  scarcely  the  power  of  conveying  his 
proclamation  beyond  the  redoubts  of  his  garrison, 
undertakes  to  prescribe  to  all  the  neutral  nations 
of  the  earth  the  extent  of  their^  rights,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  shall  conduct  their  com- 
merce, and  expresses  truly  greaVf^urprfse  that  his 
former  decree  on  the  subject  had  not  been  better 
attended  to  by  them ;  in  which,  as  he  says,  he  had 
'*  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  sentiments  of  je^pect  due 
to  the  freedom  of  navigation  and  neutral  Hs;hts." 
As  if  the  navigation,  the  commerce,  and  all  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations  depended  now  upon  the 
caprice  of  a  French  officer,  and  were;  like  the 
police  of' a  camp,  to  be  settled  by  general  orders. 
And  this  same  Captain  Greneral,  as  he  calls  him- 
self, pro  ten^pore^  besieged  by  a  parcel  of  unarmed, 
.undisciplined,  half-starved  nejgroes,  without  the 
means  of  making  eVen  a  sortie  upon  them,  talks 
of  the  impudence  of  our  public  officers, and  threat- 
ens with  the  Vengeance  of  his  mighty  arm,  all 
the  people  df~»he  United  States  that  go  contrary 
to  his  orders.  Sir,  I  can  liken  this  proclamation 
to  nothing  but  the  idle^aporings  of  a  fettered  ma- 
niac, menacing,  from  the  grates  of  his  oeH,  the 
overthrow  of  the  world.  If  the  Pope  had  issued 
a  bull  of-excommunicatioh  against  the  whole  of 
us.  it  could  not  have  been  half  so  ridiculous  as 
this  proclamation,  upon  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  on  my  left  (Mr.  Wright)  has  in- 
advertently rested  as  oiie  of  the  strong  holds  of 
his  argument;  telling  us,  to  use  his  own  words, 
that  it  was  a  requisition  too  iniperious  to  be  re- 
sisted. Thvn,  siry  such  is  the  ground  we  now 
occupy  among  nations,  that  the  mandate  of  a 
French  officer,  besieged  in  the  West  lodies  by  a 
rabble  of  starving  negroes,  is  a  I'equisition  too  im- 
perious for  us  td  resist.  Werls  I  of  opinion  with 
that  honorable  member,  I  should  at  once  be  for 
soliciting  the  protection  of  those  blacks,  and  pray- 
ing of  them,  in  HeaTen's  name,  to  keep  where  he 
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is  this  Qiiigrhty  warrior,  this  terror  of  our  land; 
but,  tbioking  as  I  do,  sir,  the  imperious  roao- 
D«r  of  this  decree  is  od^  of  (he  reasons  why  t- 
should  not  only  resist  it  if  liecessary,  but  treat  it 
with  the  most  laarked  aod  sovereign  contempt. 
General  Ferranjj  might  have  been  serious  in  writ* 
ing  such  a  pruclaroatfon,  or  decree^  expecting  it 
to  haye  some  operation  upon  the  fi^inga^od  the 
fears  of  .the  ignorant  blacks  of  8t.  Domingo,  but 
he  certainly,  even  himself,  could  never  have  been 
crazy  enpueh,  for  a'  moment  to  suppose,  thai  any 
citizen  of  the  United  St^tes^  arrived  at  years  of 
maturity,  or  rather  of  discretion,  would  he  seriotts 
in  reading  it^  or  that.the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try urould  gjve  it  a  moment's  serioqs  considera- 
tion- . 

As  a  sample,  Mr.  Presidje'nt,  of  what  this  proc- 
lamation soldier  would  do.  it  may  not  ,be  amiss, 
whjle  his.  decree  is  before  lis,  to  ei[amine  a  few  of 
its  most  prominent  features.  By  the  first  article, 
all  neutral  vessels  bound,  or  plausibly  suspected 
to  be  bound  to,  or  coming  froni,  what  he  calls  the 
rebel  ports,  are  liable  to  detention;  that,  in  the 
West  Indies,  means  condemnation.  By  the  8t-h 
article,  the  officers,  passengers,  and  crews  of  ^Uch 
Yessel.<t,  are  directed  to  be  sent, as  soon  as  possible, 
prisdners  to  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  to  be  prose- 
cuted according  to  the  rigor  of  the  laws.  And  by 
the  X3th  article,  a  -privateer  taking  one  of  yoor 
yessels  from  any  port  in  possession  of  the  blacks, 
is  exempted  from  all  duties  upon  his  prize.  Here, 
indeed,  it  would  seem,  as  if  General  Ferrand,  in 
the  vpUQtiogs  of  his  omnipotency,.  had  suspeadecl 
for  a  tjme  Jhelaws  of  liature  and  of  nations,  the 
sacred  obligations  of  treaties,  and  even  the  princi- 
ples of  right  ai^d  justice,  in  order  to  settle  this 
great,  question,  uninfluenced  by  any  of  their  em- 
barrassing regulations.  He  has  threatened  your 
citizens  with  th^  ban  of  the  Empire;  be  has  con- 
denaned  your  commerce  before,  it  leaves  your 
ports ;  and,  as  if  the  acknowledged  prince  of  pi- 
rates, has  proclaimeyd  a  reward  toall  soch  of  theny 
as  will  plunder  you.  Among  the  many  Very  ex- 
traordinary parts  of  this  most  extraordinary  doco- 
meot.  that  is -not  the  least  so  in  which  reference 
is  made  te  the  treaty  between  Prance  and  the 
United  States ;  a  garbled  ^oola^tionis  given  of  the 
26(h  ar&rcje,  and  then  a, case  is  made  to  stiit  it. 
We  are  told  that  "vessels  armed,  under  the^Amer- 
'  ican  flag,  daily  convoy  atid  sail  in  concert  with 
<  vessels  of  the  negroes,  bearing  a  flftg  unknown 

*  among  the  civilized  Powers,  and  consequently 

*  pirates,*.'  This,  I  confess,  is  a  circiunstance  I  bad 
Dever  heard  of  before,  and  to  my  mind  ahnost  in- 
credible, that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
should  he  so  blind  to  their  interest  as  to  become 
the  mere  protectprs  and  encouragers  ot*, others,  in 
carrying:  on  a  commerce  that  they  could  carry  on 
themsel'ves  to  so  much  greater  advantage,  espe- 
cially when  the  risk  lo  them  is  precisely  the  same; 
and  that  those  negroes  should  hazard  their  vessels, 
their  liberties,  and  their  lives,  in  transacting  a 
business  that  neutrals  are  every  hour  willing, 
ready,  and-  waiting  to  tran^ct  for  them.  But 
even  admitting  the  fact;  admitting,  for  argument 
sakei  that  certaia  negroes  ol'  the  West  Indies  may 


have  acted  as  pirates,  and  that  some  vessel  or  ves- 
sels of  this  CQuntry,  may  have  afforded  them. pro- 
tection upon  the  high  seas.  Is  this  any  ground 
upon  which  to  inhibit  the.  whole  commerce  be- 
tween the  United  States  end  St.  Domingo?  I 
a.>k,  would  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  ttie  United 
States,  becoming  pirates  upon  the  coast  of  Eng- 
land, er  trading,  combining,  or  confederating  with 
pirates  there,  which,  by  thfi  6ih  statute  of  George 
the  First,  is  made  the  same  thing,  be  any  justifi- 
cation on  the  part  of  that  Governipent  to  inter- 
dict all  intercourse  with  this  country?  No  man 
in  his  senses  can  believe  or  say  so.  It  coulcl  not, 
however,  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate, that  .thi^  circumstance,  so  much  relied  upon 
by  General  Ferrand,  has  never  been  even  hinted 
at,  either  by  the  French  Minister,  or  by  Mr:  Tal- 
leyrand, in  their  recent  communications  on  this 
subject  to  our  Government:  and  it  would  be  pass- 
ing strange  indeed,  if  Mr.  Talleyrand,  of  all  other 
men  in  the  world,  should  pass  over  unnoticed  aa 
ocpurrence  of  ibis  kind,  if  true,  when  for  the  want 
of  causes  of  complaint,  he  had  to  make  a  ditiner, 
and  the  toasts  ot  some  private  company  in  the 
city  of' New  York,  the  subject  of  one  of  them. 
An  affair  with  which  Mr.  Talleyrand  knows  well 
that  this  Government,  or  any  other  free  Govern- 
ment, could  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  they 
had  with  a  complaint  that  was  made  by  Mr^  Adet 
against  our  Almanac  makers,  foe  placing  in  their 
Almanacs  the  name  of  the  British  Minister  before 
his.  But  gentlemen  will  find,  by  attending  to  the 
26th  article  ef  the  treaty,  that  it  has  Httle  or  no 
connexion  with'  the  present  question;  scarcely 
more  relation  to  it  than  any  text  in  the  Apocry- 
pha, but  was  introduced  merely  for  the  punish-i> 
ment  of  .those  who  should  ^*  receive,  protect,  har- 
bor, con/ceal,  or  assist,  any  pirates  within  the  ports,, 
havens,  or  towns,"  of  either  of  the  countries,  re- 
spectively. It  is  not,^  sir,  the  26th,  but  the  .12th 
article  of  the  treaty^  that,  beairs  upon  our  present 
subject,  part  of  which  I  must  beg  leave  now  to 
read :  "It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  citizens  of  either 
*'  country  to  sail  with  their  ships  and  merchan- 
^  disc  (contraband  goods  always  excepted)  from 
^  any  pJort  whatever  to  any  port  of  the  enemy  of 
'  thb  other,  and  to  sail  and  trade  with  their  ships 

*  and  mercbandise,  with  perfect  security  and  lib- 
^  erty,f(om  the  oountriesr  ports,  and  iJaces  of  those 

*  who  are  enemies  of  both,  or  of  either  party^with- 
'  out  any  opposition  or  disturbance  whatsoever, 
'  and  to  pass  not  only  directly  from  the  places  and 
^  ports  of  the  enemy,  aforementioned,  to  neutral 
'  ports  and  places,  but  also  from  one  place  belong- 
^  ingfoan  enemy,  whether  they  be  under  the  juris- 
'  diction  of  the  same  Power,  or  under  several, 
^unless  such  ports  or  places  shall  be  actually 
^  blockaded,  besieged,  or  invested."  Here,  sir,  is 
given  to  us  explicitly  the  right,  as  a  neutral  na- 
tion, of  trading  with  all  the  enemies  of  France, 
and  it  certainly  will  not  be  denied  that  the  people 
of  St.  Domingo  are  such ;  and  not  only  of  trading 
directly  from  this  country  to  theirs,  but  from  any 
one  of  their  ports  to  any  other.  If  this  be  not  the 
plain  meaning  of  the  article  I  have  read,  there  is 
no  meaning  in  words ;  a  treaty  is  a  mere  carta 
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Wanche,  into  which  every  speculative  politician 
may  foist  his  crude  opinions.  Our  right  then  to 
this  commerce  does  not  depend  merely  upon  the 
laws  of  nations,  but  upon  tne  solemn  obligations 
of  this  instrument,  that  no  sophistry /can  evade 
nor  obscure  with  the  shadow  ol  a  doubt. 

I  hold,  therefore,  this  trade  to  be  lawful;  that 
we  have  a  right  to  carry  it  on ;  and  if,  in  doing  so, 
we  are  annoyed  and  robbed  by  pirates,,  we  have 
another  right,  that  of  arming  in  order  to  keep  such 

geople  off.  What  do  we  arm  for,  sir?  Is  it  to 
ght  the  French;  fo  insult  the  flag,  to  distress  the 
commerce,  or  to  disturb  the  quiet  and  "repose  of 
any  nation  ?  No,  sir;  our  conduct  in  this  respect 
is  sanptioned  by  the  first  law  of  necdre.  It  is  upon 
the  same  principle  that  a  private  citizen  would 
prepare  himself  against  the  apprehended  attacks 
of  a  highway  robber  or  a  midnight  assassin.  It  is 
to  defend  our  property  and  our  lives  against  the 
rapacity  and  violence  of  a  horde  of  pirates,  who 
are  notoriously  armed  every  hour  to  assault  them, 
and  whose  conduct  no  nation  will  avow,  punish, 
or  atone  for. 

We  have  been  exultingly  told  by  Mr.  Talley 
rand,  and  it  has  been  echoed  from  this  Chamber 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mit- 
CBiLL,)  that  even  the  British  consider  St.  Do- 
mingo a  colony  of  F-rance,  and  upon  this  princi* 
pie  condemn  our  vessels  for  trading  there.  I 
errant  that  stich  a  pretext,  among  many  others, 
has  been  resorted  to  in  order  to  destroy  our  coih- 
merce;  I  grant  that  such  an  infringement  of  our 
neutral  rights  has  been  committed,  and  the  rea- 
sons that  have  induced  it  must  be  obvious  to  the 
most  superficial  observer.  The  British,  with  a 
monopoly  of  this  commerce  themselves,  aufl  thot»e 
same  Englishmen  who  now  condemn  our  vessels 
for  trading  to  St.  Domingo,  upon  the  ground  of 
its  being  a  French  colony,  heretofore,  when  it 
suited  their  purposes,  s^far  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence of  those  very  people  as  to  enter  into 
a  Commercial  Treaty  with  tnem,  and  are  now 
not  only  in  the  constant  practice  of  trading  there 
lbemselv.es,  but  of  granting  licenses  to  .others  to 
do  so.  I  hope,  however,  the  day  has  not  come 
when  our  commerce  is  to  be  under  the- control  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  or  our  national  rights 
dependent  Upon  the  judicial  opinions  of  Sir  Wil- 
iiam  Scott ;  and  the  learned  gentleman  fi^om  New 
York  must  indexed  have  been  pressed  with  the 
barrenness  of  his  case  when  he  had  to  resort  to 
such  an  argument,  derived  from  such  a  source. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Kitchel,) 
I  must  in  candor  say,  has,  in  support  of  the  pres- 
ent measure,  aissumed  premises  totally  new  and 
different.  His  reasons,  like  most  of  those  we  have 
been  accustomed  lately  to  hear,  were  in  the  true 
style  of  modern  legislation,  enveloped  in  all  the 
mysteries  of  secrecy.  He  tells  us  that  we  had 
better  give  up  this  commerce,  because  it  is  not 
valuable.  Where  the  gentleman  obtained  this 
piece  of  information  is  utterly  beyond  the  com- 
prehension of  my  understanding:  none  such,  cer- 
tainly, has  ever  been  laid  before  u^;  nor  did  'he 
condescend  to  give  us  a  clue  to  its  source ;  but  as 
if  sufficient  to  urge  it  upon  our  faith  with  all  the 


confidence  of  apostoli^  inspiration — to  us  wha 
doubted,  he  refused  even  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring knowJedge  through  any  other  channel; 
voted  against  the  propositions  of  my  friend  and 
colleague,  whiah  went  to  ask  of  the  Executive 
the  actual'  state  of  this  commerce,  and  to  ascer- 
tain its  real  value. '  To  do  strict  justice  io  the 
gentleman's  argument,  it, is  simply  this,  that  when- 
ever any  foreign  Power  may  please  to  demand  of 
us  the  surrender  of  a  right,  however  just  if  nd  hon- 
est it  may  be;  however  it  may  comport' with  the 
dignity  of  the  Government  to  preserve  it;  if,  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view;  if  upon  a  cool  peddlings 
calculation  of  risk;  profit,  and  loss,  it  cannot  be 
deemed  of  high  value,  we*  are  at  once  to  give  it 
up.  This  argument,'  I  tvill  confess,  is  worthv  of 
the  bill.  So  striking,  and  of  such  a  kind  is  their 
afirnity,  that  they  seem  pei!u1iarly  calculated  to 
expose  each  other,  and'  fo  excite  in  every  mind 
valuing  the  honor,  the  dignity,  and'  the  character 
of  the  nation,  like  sentiments  of  disgust.  The 
case  cited  by  the  gentleman  from  .Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Maglay.)  of  the  Indians,  I  think  in  1755, 
under  the  avowed  authority,  direction,  and  sup- 
port of  the  French  Government,  ravaging  our 
frontiers,  surely  can  have  no  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion before  us.  K(as  this  Government  ever  fur- 
nished arms  and  ammuniMon,  or  done  any  other 
act  in  order  to  assist  and  encourage  the  people  of 
St.  Domingo  in  altacking^the  countries  of  their 
neighbors?  I  cannot  conceive  what  subject  thgt 
tnigi>t  have  been  before  Congress  during  our  pres- 
ent session,  the  ^entiemah  must  have  had  in  his 
mind,  to- which  lie  supposed  this  ease  could  ap- 
ply ;  certainly  not  the  present;  it  isinfinitely  more 
distant  in  point  of  anahsgy  than  of  date.  I  have 
been  exerting  my  imaginatit>n  to  discern  any  ob- 
ject or  bearing  it  can  have,  that  I-  might  endeavor 
to  meet  it,  but  the  total  impossibility  of  the  one, 
will  save  tne  the-trouble  of  the  other. 

A  few  words  now,  Mr.^  President,  as  to  the  im- 
policy of  adopting  the  present  measure.  I  fear 
aDd  believe  it  will  have  a.  tendency  to  increase 
one  of  the  great  evils  at  present  so.  much  com- 
plained oif  by  our  merchants;  the  number  of  pi- 
rates «nd  freebooters  in  the  West  Indian  seas.  It 
will  have  the  farther  effect  of  throwing  into  the 
hands  of  other  nations,  especially  the  British,  a 
valuable  commerce,  at  present  conducted  Jby  our 
own /Citizens.  But  there  is  another  far  more  se- 
rious coo  sequen  be,  which,  in  all  hunnin  probabili- 
ty, miry  result  from  it,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  from  our 
Southern  country.  With  the  people  of  St.  Do- 
mingo we  are  now  at  peace;  the  advantages  of 
our  condme/ce  to  them,  and  their  immediate  de- 
pendence upon  138  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  form 
the  strongest  security  we  bould  possibly  ask,  or 
have,  that  no  act  of  honility  will  be  attempted 
on  their  part  toward  us  while  we  continue  to  treat 
them  as  heretofore ;  but  only  restrict  of  embarrass 
your  commerce  with  them  ;  only  pass  a  measure 
like  the  present,  and  you  wound  them  in  the  ten- 
derest  part ;  they  will  see  you,  without  provoca- 
tion, aiming  a  blow  at  their  very  vitals;  and  will 
consider  you  as  having  abandoned  your  neutral 
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f  round,  and  sided  with  their  enemies.  Wb^t  will 
e  the  coDsequeace?  .  Dbes  any  «;entleritaQ  sup* 
|)ose  that  nearly  a  million  of  people  will  palieutly 
starve  when  the  seas  around  them  are  covered 
with  our  defenceless  merchantmen,  laded  with 
provisions?  No, sir,  impossible.  In  addition  then 
to  the  rene^radoes  that  at  present  prey  upon  yi>u 
there,  you  inoinediateiy  brin^  upon  your  trade  a 
whole  nation  of  pirates.  Those  people  aYe  now 
•content  to  stay  at  home  to  till  their  own  fields,  to 
fight  their  .own  battles,  and  to  depend  upon  us  for 
supplies.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  their  views  extend 
further.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  them  j^avigating 
the  occ;an,  or  fasting  the  sweets  of  mari,time  plun- 
der. Such  things  ^re  much  easier  learned  than 
forg9tten ;  much  more  readily  resorted  to  than 
given  up  3  and  I  donsider  the  general  commerce 
'And  prosperity  of  the  tJnited  States,  but  more  es- 
pecially the  deheate  situation  of  our  Soiithern 
country,  viewing  its  particular  description  of  pop- 
ulation, ^and  convenience  to.  thetn,  as  jrhposing 
upon  us  the. strongest  obligations  to  offer  them  no 
inducements  to  resort  to  either.  Whatever  inter- 
course takes  place  between  us,  I  v^i:>h  to  be  in 
their  bwa  ports,  and  will  never  do  an  act  that 
shall  haye  a  tendency  to  bring  to  ogr  chores  such 
visitors, either  as  friends  or  fts  enemies;  and  I  be- 
lieve, this  i$  the  true  course  to  avoid  the  calamity 
which  sonofe  gentlemen  seem  so  mUch  to  appre- 
hend, and  which  I  should  deprecate  as  sincerely 
as  any  man.  . . 

I  rejoice  that. the  President  has  expressed,  in 
his  late  Message,  a  disposition  to  take  into  the 
protection  of  the  jprovernnient  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  though  little  has  yet  been  done, 
or  attempted.  This  proiect'of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  I  hope' forms  no  part  o(  the  n^w 
system,^ and  he  would  have  acted  wisely  before  he 
submitted  it  to  have  examined,  better  its  conse- 
quences, and  to  have  looked  for  a  mpment  at  the 
present  condition  of  our  commerce.  ,What  is  itl 
Fluiidered  iipon  every  coast  and  in  every  sea,  your 
flag,  instead  of  being  a  protection  against  insult^ 
seems  to  have  I^ecome  an  invitation  to  Injury. 
The  British,  the  French,  &nd"the  Spaniards,  in 
the  ratio  of'  their  -fprce,  treat  us  with  like  indig- 
irities^  thi^  is  the  only  point  in  which  iheycan 
agree.  TJie  former  ;have  adopted,  and  openly 
avow  a  ayatenr  of  neaaares  that,  if  not  countei- 
aotcd.  Buost  go  to  depcive  us  of  the  naotl  import- 
ant of  our  neutral  rights ;  while  the  two  latter  are* 
anxiously  rivaliing  each  other  in  the  most  law- 
less and  piratical  depredations  upon  <buT  defence- 
less trade;  e^^en  the  ooiamisaioned  vesaels  of  our 
Governnnent  have  not  been  suffered  to  pass  the 
high  seas  without  insult  and  violenee.  The  -Brit- 
ish and  the  French,  whenever  it  suits  their  views, 
blockade  our  very  porta;-  the  British  take  theiV 
position  off  New  York,  so  as  to  b^  convenient  tp 
theconrts  of  Halifax;  and  .oar  friends^  the  French, 
to  whom  the  gentleman,  from  Pennaylvania  has 
told  us  we  should  be  ao  particularly  etvil,  tak« 
occasionally  into  their  holy  keeping,  the  oom- 
mereenf  Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  so  aa  to 
be  at  a  con^vement  dtstanee  from  the  British.  Our 
teade  wilh  St.  Domingo,  indeed,  the  French  b^ve 


not  been  able  to  stop,  nor  have  even  the  British 
yet  assumed  to  themselves  this  maritime  right; 
but  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  his 
great  good  faith  and  abundant  charity,  will  now 
anticipate  their  wishes,  and  do  it  for  them.  This, 
inideea,  surpasses  even  Christian  meekness;  it  is 
not  only,  when  smitten  ^ipon  one  cheek,  turning 
the  other  also,  but  chastenmg  ourselves,  with  more 
than  monkisk  seventy,  in  the  most  vulnerable 
part. 

On  taiotion,  by  one  of  the  majoH^y,  to  reconsider 
the  fourth  section,  which  restricts  the  operatiiMi 
of  the  law  to  one  year,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
.  On  motion,  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill,  it  was(  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  21, 
nays  8,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Condit, 
Fenner,  Gaillard,  trilman,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Lo^an, 
Maclav,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sam- 
tcTj  Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Hfllhouae,  J^ker* 
ing,  Plumer,  Stone,  Tracjf,  and  White. 

So  it  was  Besolvedj  That  ihi^  bill  pass,  that  it 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title -thereof  be  **Aii 
act'to  suspend  the  bommercial  intercourse 'between 
the  United  States  and  certain  parts  of  the  island 
ofSt.  Dbmingo." 

Frioat,  February  21. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to- incorporate  the 
Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Gbeorgetown,"  was  read  the  seaond  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Tract,  MiTcnii^L^and  SMf^H  of 
Maryland,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Tne  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday,  "that  a  committee  be  appointed 
16  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States^  and 
present  to  him  the  two  resolutions  passed  on  the 
13ch  and  14th  instant."  and  agreed  thereto ;  and 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland  and  Mitch fll  were 
appointed  the  ebmmiltee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  bf  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill  for  the  protection  iind  indemnifi- 
catiQu-of  American  seaman ',  and  the  bill  having 
been  reported  to  the  House  without  amendmeot, 
on  motion,  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  Deeen»ber 
next,  it  passed  in  the  negative^yeas  10.  nays  19, 
a^  follows: 

YsAS— -Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Oilman,  Kitdhel, 
MkckiU,  Moore,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio, 
Smith  of  Vermcmt,  and  Tunaor. 
.  Nats*— Meaaia.  Adair,  ^dams,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Fenner,  Gaillard,  Hillhoose,  HowUnd,  Logan,  Maday, 
Picl^ering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Stone,  Sumter, 
Throston,  Tra^y.  Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Ordered^  That  thi»  bill  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
Smith  bf  Maryland,  Wj^ight,  Maclay,  Bayaru, 
and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  con- 
sideration : 

Thai  a  cofnmittee  be  appointed,  to  oonaider  and  re- 
port what  further  measures  are  neeeesaiy  to  be  adopted 
by  Gongiees  for  th^  protection  ot  American  seatten^ 
and  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 
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The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, entitled  *An  act  to  empower  the  Board 
of  Wardens  for  the  partof  Philadeipl^ia  to  collect 
a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  there- 
in mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time;  and  it 
was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  HoQse  of  Rjepresetvta tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Robert  Baglesfield  Griffith,"  in  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  that  it  be 

Jteiolved,  That  the  Pjkksidsitt  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Spsakbr  of  the  House  of  Repr^entatives  be  au- 
thorized to  adjourn  their  respective  Houses  on  Monday 
the  10th  day  of  Maxcb  next  : 

Orderedy  That  this  motion  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^Aa  act  relating  to  bondx 
given  by  marshals,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  further  coasideration  thereof  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Rep^esenta-^ 
fives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
aak  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town' of  Cincinnati 
and  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resuthed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendment  re- 
ported to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Ternti»ry 
of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes,."  and,  hav- 
ing disagreea  thereto,  and  reported  the  bill  with' 
out  amendment, 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 


MoNDAT,  February  24. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Robert  Eaglesfield  Griffith)"  was  read 
the  second  time  and  referi:ed  to  Messrs.  Smith, 
Maolat,  and  Baldwin  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL  presented, the  petition  of  Samuel 
Mansfield  and  others,  praying  th^t  that  part  <>f  the 
district  of  Perth  Aid  boy  which  is  called  the  town 
of  Jersey  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry  \  and  the 
petition  was  read. 

Orderedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  19ih  instant,  who  have  under 
consideration  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  town  of -Jersey,  in  the  Slate  of  New,  Jersey,  to 
be  a  port  of  deli  very,  bnd  for  erecting  a  light-house 
on  Wood  Island,  or  Ftetchcr's  Neck,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts ;"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'Whole,  the  bill,  for  classing  the  militia,  and  as- 
signing to  each  class  its  particular  dtiiies;  and 
the  bill,  having  been  further  amended,  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating   to   bonds 
given  by  Marshals,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
amended;  and  ordered  that  the  bill,  as  amended, 
lie  for  consideration. 
•  On  motion, 

"  That  the  Senate  now  proceed  to  elect  a  committee 
of  three  members,  to  execute,  jointly  with  a  committee 
to  be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  the 
purposes  expressed  in  **  the  act  for  the  further  support 
of  the  library:" 

It  was  agreed  that  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 
ation. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  actof  the  Sta  te  of  Pennsylvania, 
eniitlea  ^An  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Ward- 
ens for  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  cer- 
tain duty  on  tonnage  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, was  read  the  third  time  ;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  second  section  thereof  be  struck  out. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Thruston  presented  the  petition  of  John 
James  Dufour,  stating  that  he  and  his  associates, 
some  years  since,  purchased  a  certain  lot  of  pub- 
lic land,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  yjne;  and  pray- 
ing that  further  time  may  be  allowed  them  for 
payment  of  their  instalments  in  arrear;  and  the 
petition  was  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Thrus- 
ton, Tract,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Philip  Nicklin  and  Robert  Eagles- 
field  Griffith,  reported  ix  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bilt, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Cincinnati,  and  State^of 
Ohio:"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  hilf  entitled  "An  act  extendihg  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
third  ttm«,  and  after  del)ate,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


TussDAY,  February  25.  - 

Mr.WoRTHiNQTON,frooitheconMnitteeto1vhoiii 
was  refened,  on  the  17th  instant,  the  i>iU  entitled 
'*An  act  fcr  the  relief  of  the  Gkiverdors,  Jodge^ 
And  Secretary,  of  ihe  Indiana  Territory,"  reportea 
the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuae 
of  the  privileges  and  immunities  enjoyed  by  for- 
eign Minis<t«rs  within  the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  farther  consideratiori  there- 
of be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^Ad  tict  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
^An  act  coneerning  the  library*  for  the  use  of  both 
Houses  of  Congres.<,"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence*bf  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brou^^ht-^ip  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  rcaumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
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bill,  entitled  '^An  act  extending  the  powers  of  the 
Surf^eyor  Qenernl  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  on  the  qaestioa  to 
agree  to  the  final  passage  of  this  bill,  it  was  de- 
termined ID' the  amrmaii?e — yeas  15,  nays  ^1,  as 
follows: 

YxAS — ^Messrs  Andeiaon,  Baldwin,  Condh,  Fenner, 
HowUnd,  Kitehel,  Maday,  MitchUl,  Smith  of  New 
York,^  Ss^ithr  of  Tennessee,  jBtone,  Bomter,  Tomer, 
and  Worthingtbn.  • 

Nats— Msssnk  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Gil- 
man,- Hillbouse,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smliii  of  Vermont,  and  Wright. 

So  it  was  Restated,  That  this  bill  do  pass. 

The  bill  for  classing  the  militia  and  assigning 
to  each  class  its  par  tic  alar  duties,  was  read  the 
third  time;  and  on  motion  to  amend  this  clause 
o^tfae  bill:  ^*and  be  subject  to  the  rules,  regula- 
tions, and  articles,  provided  for  the^oTernmentof 
the  same,"  to  read  ni>  follows:  "  And  be  subject  to 
the  roles  to  be  provided  for  the  government  of  the 
Militia :"  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  filial  passage  of  the 
bill  as  amended,  it  passed  In  the  negative — yeas 
8,  nays  19,  as  followsi: 

Ykis — Messrs.  Adair,  Smith  of  Maiylsfnd,  Smith  of 
Ohio,  Smith  o{  Vermont,  Thmston,  TDtner,  Wordiing- 
ton,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs*  •  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Brad- 
ley, Condit,  Fenner,  Gaillard,  Oilman,  Hillkouae,  Kit- 
chel,  Uogan,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer, 
l^nitb  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Stone,  and 
Sgmter. 

So  tbe  bill  was  lost. 

Mr.  KiTCHEL)  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  19ih  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
'*  An  iicl  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey,  in  ihe.Sta(e 
of  New  Jersey,  to  he  a  port  of  delivery,  and  for 
ereciio^alight  house  on  Wood  Island  or  Fletcher's 
Neck,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
24th  iostant,  .^^  ti^at  a  committee  be  appointed 
jointly,  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  purposes  ex- 
pressed in  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  aot  for  the  fur- 
ther support  of  the  library,"  and  the  motion  was 
adopted;  and 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Mitchill,  Baldwin, 
and  AoAHS,  be  the  committee  pn  their  part. 


Wednesday,  February  26. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled ^An  act  concerning  the  library  for  the  use 
of  both  HouF.es  of  Congress,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Anderson*  Bald- 
win, and  Mitchill.,  to  <)^onsider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  special  committee  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  ^ct 
for  the  relief  of  the  provernor,  Judges,  and  Secre- 
tary^  of  ihe  Indiana  Territory  •"  and  the  ameod- 
menis  having  been  amended,  were  adopted,  and 
the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 


Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Mr.  LooAN,  from  th^  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  3d  histant,  tb^  bill  for  tbe  punish- 
ment 4)f  coonterfeiting  the  current  coin  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
^*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Nicklin  and  Robert 
Eaglesfield  Griffith."  And  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  pass  to  the  third  readin]??  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative.    So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that,  the  House  a^ree  to  the 
amendpaents  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  aqt  for  altering  tbe  titne  for  holding  thecircuit 
court  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina,"  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  'They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  enabling  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Government  of 
Denmark  for  the  capture  and  condemnation  of 
the  Danish  brigantine/called  the  Henrick,  and 
her  cargo;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

'  The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read^  and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  aroend- 
tneni  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendments  of  the  bill^  entitled  **An'act  foralier- 
ering  the  time  for  holding  the  circtiit  court  in  the 
4isxrict  of  North  Cardlin^i,"  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  submitted. to  tbe  consideration  of 
the  Senate,  a  report  on  those  parts  of  the  memo- 
rials from  the  merchants  of  New  York,  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  New  Haven,  which 
relate  to  providing  a  fui^ther  naval  armament  for 
the  public  defence,  as  follows :    ' 

**  In  addition  to  the  strong  reasons  urged  in  those 
two  memojials,  the  committee  refer  to  the  President's 
Message  of  the  third  day  of  December  las^,  informing 
Congress  that  considerable  provision  had  been  made 
under  former, authorities,  of  materials  for  constructing 
ships  of  war,  that  these  were  on  hand,  and  subject  to 
the  will  of  the  Legislatore  \  and  to  two  communica- 
tions from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  De^embw 
1 9th.  and  Slst,  1805,  giving  information  that  large  sup- 
plies of  timber,  cannon,  copper,  and  other  valnabie  nu^ 
teilab  for  that  object,  had  been  already  bought  and  paid 
for. 

'«  Calculating  the  moderate  appropriation  which  will 
be  required  to  augment,  to  a  very  respectable  degree, 
the  naval  force  of  the  nation ;  contemplating  the  insults 
and  depredations,  committed  by  foreigners  near  our 
coasts,  and  at  the  very  months  of  our  most  frequented 
harbors ;  and  estimating  the  proteotion  and  security  to 
the  territo^  of  Um  nation^  and  to  the  pemona  and  prop- 
erty of  its  citiaiens,  by. an  enlargement  of  the  means  of 
maritime  defence,  the  committee  recommend  an  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution,  to  wit: 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision  by  law  for 
the  appropriation  of  any  balance  which  may  remain 
unexpended  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  to  the  purpose 
of  building  sbipe^P-tbe-Une,  under  the  direction  of  the 
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Premdent  of  the  United  StaUs,  agreeably  to  tlie  pro-  | 
Tiaions  of  the  adt  of  February  25, 1 799." 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  for  consideraiion.  | 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  to  the  bill;  entitled  "An  act  relatinv 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals;"  and  the  amend- 
txwnts  were  adopted ;  and  the  bill  having  been 
further  amendeu,  its  furthet  consideration  was 
postponed. 

Tbursday,  February  27. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  for'  thesdistrict  east  of  Pearl 
river,  of  the  Briiivh  grants  of  lands  lying  in  that 
district,  in  conformity  with  the  7lh  section  of  the 
''Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land  and  provididg 
for  the  disposolof  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tenne^ee  ;"  and  the  report 
was  read^  and  ordereil  to  lie  for  consideration." 

The. bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  enabling  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  make  xestitution  to 
the  Government  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and 
condemnation  of  the  Danish  brigantine,  called  the 
Henrick,  and  her  cargo,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  aiid  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley,  Baldwin, 
and  MiTcaaL,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeit- 
ing the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and  on  moiion  to  strike  out  the 
fourth  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  If  any 
jMiBon  shall  falsely  make  any  kind  of  gold  or  silver  coins 
counterfeit  to,  or  intended  to  reaemble  ibreigfn  gold  or 
•ilver  ooim,  which  ahall  not  by  law  be  made  current 
money  within  the  United  States,  with  an  intent  to  ntter 
or  make  payment  with  the  same*  by  merchandiaing  or 
otbeiwiae ;  or  who  akiall  niter  any  foreign  ooina  of  gold 
4>r  ailver,  counterfeit  to,  or  intended  to  resemble  the 
foreign  gold  or  silver  coins  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  ceonterfeit ;  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  upon,  conviction 
thereof,  according  to  due  course  of  law,  shall  forfeit  and 

©ay dollars,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 

United  States,  and  the  other  mOiety  to  the  use  of  the 
persQn  or  persons  who  ahall  sue  nx,  the  same ;  and, 

moreover,  shall   he  imprisoned  not  exceeding  

years." 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  11, 
as  follows :. 

Ybas — 'Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin^  Condit, 
Fenner,  Oilman,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Mitchill,  Moore, 
Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Thruston,  White,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Hillhouae,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter, 
Turner,  and  Worthington* 

And  the  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House. 
it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading,  as  amended. ' 

Mr.  SuMTBR,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
feferred,  on  the  18th  of  January  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled ^*An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,''  reported  amendments  thereto;  which 
Were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con^rderatibn. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 


to  whom  was  referred,  on.the  31«tof  Januarjr  last, 
the  bill  for  the  protection  and  indemnification  ot 
American  seaman,  reported  it  with  amendments; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  coosid- 
eratioh. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeatatiires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  authoriB^  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  otWer  purposes ;" 
also  a  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  for  iha  relief  of  P^ter 
Liandats  ;"  in  which  hills  they  desire  the  conour- 
rence  of  the^  Senate. 

The  two  bills  lasi  hrought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  con- 
sideration : 

Stiohedi  That copies  of  the  Constitution  of 

the  United  States,  with  the  amendmehta  which  ha^ra 
been  made  ^thereto,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Friday,  February  28. 

Mr.  LooAN  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on. Mon- 
day next,  move  for  leave  tu  bring  in  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate a  National  Acadertiy. 

Mr.  Gaillard,  from  the  conmittee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  llih  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congreas  to  an 
act  of  the  8tat«  of  South  Carolina,  passed  on  the 
twenty:£rst  day  pf  December,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  so  far  as  the 
same  relates  tp  auihorizipg  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty-  on^on- 
ndse  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,"  reported  the 
bill  without  aiTiendraent. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Landais,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Mitchill,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Baldwin,  to  consiaer  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  recommending  additional  fortifi- 
cations, and  other  means  of  defence,  for  the  city 
and  harbor  of  New  York,  for  Charleston,  and  other 
places,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

The  btUj  entitled  *'An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act.  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  pur- 

Koses,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
lessrs.  WoRTHiNGToN,  Kitchel,  and  Baldwin, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting 
the  current  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  timej  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  postponed. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  ei^titled  "An  act  declaring  the  town  of  Jersey, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliv- 
ery ;  and  for  erecting  a  Irght-house  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  thie  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts." 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  by 
the  select  committee  to  the  bill  f6r  the  protection 
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and  rn«leflini6cation  of  American  tseaiiwn ;  and, 
having  progressed  therein  so  far  as  to  strike  out 
all  (he  original  bill  exoept*  the  enaeting  daose, 
and  having  disagreed  io  the  first  section  reported 
by  the  special  committee  as  a  sobstitate, 

Ordered^  That  the  biN,  together  with  the  re- 
ma  in  ing  part  of  the  amend  men  ra  reported,  be 
recommitted  to  Mesurs  Bavaro,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, BALDWrii,  Adams,  Braolbv,  MiTCHiLL,and 
PicKCRiNO;  forther  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

MoNJDAT,  March  3. 

Mr.  Bradlet.  frorn  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  I'lth  of  February  last,  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  deckring  the  assent  of  Congress 
to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  together  with  certain  resolntions 
snbmitfed  the  19th  day  of  December  last,  report- 
ed, in  part,  "A  bill  to  authorize  the  8(ate'of  Ten- 
nessee to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described  ;  and  to  settle  claims  on 
the  vacant  and  Unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same  f  mn&  the  bill  wa^  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
**Ab  aot  to  extend  jurisdiction  in*  certain  cases* to 
State  judges  and  State  courts;*'  with  amend- 
ments, ia  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  aniiendments  on  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned ;  a  nd  they  w*re  referred  to  Messrs.  Balo- 
wiN,  MiTCBiLL,  and  TftAcy,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon.  ^ 

Ordered,  Tfeat  the  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  pro- 
hibiting forli  limited  time  the  exportation  of  arms 
sad  ammunition  from  the  United  States  and  the 
tenritories  thereof,"  be  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Mondaf  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  bondit 
^iven  by  marshals."  i^as  read  the  thjrd  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

PHIVILEGES  OF  FORBIGN  MINISTERS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of .  ti>e 
Whole,  the  amendment  reported  by  the  select 
committee  to  the  bill  to  pretrant  (he  abuse  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign 
Ministers  within  the  Uoiud  Staiea. 

Mr.  Adams. — There  are  two  points  of  view,  Mr. 
President,  in  whii^h  it  appears  to  me  to  he  import- 
ant that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  should  be  con- 
sidered— the  one  as  they  relate  to  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  the  other  as  they  regard  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  From  both  these  sources 
have  arisen  inducements  combining  to  produce 
cooriction  .upon  my  mind  of  the  propriety « and 
indeed  the  necessity,  of  some  mieasure  similar*  in 
principle  to  that  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
propose.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  state  tham  in 
their  turns,  eiKdeavoring  to  keep  them  as  distinct 
from  each  other  as  the  great  and  obvious  difler^ 
euoe  of  their  character  requires,  and  that  their 
combination  on  this  occasion  maf  appear  tn  the 


sdriking  light  irhich  may  render  it  the  moet 
effectual. 

By  the  laws  of  nations, a  foreign  Minister  is  en- 
titled, not  barely  to  the  general  security  and  pro- 
tection which  the  laws  oi  every  civilized  people 
extend  to  the  subjects  of > other  nations  residing 
among  them.  He  is  indulged  with  many  privi- 
leges of  a  high  ai>d  uncommon  nature — with  many 
exemptions  from  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the 
country  where  he  resides,  and,  among  others,  with 
a  general  exemption  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
judicial  couTls,  both  civil  and  criminal.-  This  im- 
munity is,  in  respect  to  the  criminal  jurisdiction, 
without  limitation  \  and  an  Ambassador,  though 
guilty  of  the  most  aggravited  crimes  of  which  the 
heart  of  man  can  conceive  or  his  hand  commit, 
cannot  be  ymnished  for  them  by  the  tribunals  of 
the  Sovereign  with  whom  he  resides.  Should 
he  conspire  the  dei^truetion  of  the  constitution  or 
gorernment  of  the  State,  no  jury  of  his  peers  can 
there  convict  him  of  treason.  Should  he  point 
the  dagger  of  assasination  to  the  heart  of  a  citizen, 
he  cannot  be  put  fo  plead  for  the  crime  of  murder. 
In  these  respects  he  is  considered  as  the  subject, 
not  of  the  State  to  which  he  is  sent,  but  of  the 
State  which  sent  him,  and  the  only  punishment 
which  can  be  inflicted  on  his  crimes  is  left  to  the 
justiae  of  his  Dq aster. 

In  a  republican  Government,  like  that  under 
which  we  hav6  the  happiness  to  live,  this  exemp- 
tion is  not  enjoyed  by  an^  individual  of  the  nation 
itself,  however  exalted  in  rank  or  station. '  It  is 
our  pride  and  glorv,  that  all  are. equal  in  the  eyes 
of  the  law;  that,  however  adorned  with  dignity, 
or  armed  with  power,  no  man  owing  aHe^iaoce 
to  the  Majesty  of  (he  nation  can  sc|iiea  himself 
from  the  vindictive  arm  of  her  justice;  yet.  even 
the  nations  who9e  internal  constitutions  are  found- 
ed upon  this  virtuous  and  honorable  principle  of 
equal  and  universal  rights,  have,  like  all  the  rent, 
submitted  to  this  great  and  extraordinary  .excep- 
tion. In  order  to  account^  for  so  singular  a  deri- 
atioQ  from  prineiplesia  everyother  respect  deemed 
of  the  highest  jnon»eot  and  f^  the  mo«tuni venal 
application,  we  mast  inquire  i'ntothe  reasons  whicli 
hare  induced  all  the  nations  of  the  eiviiixed  world 
to  this  broad  departure  from  the  fundamental  max- 
ims of  their  gdvernment. 

The  moit  eminent  writers  on  the  laws  of  na- 
tiotts  have  at  different  times  assigned  various  rea- 
sons fur  this  phenomeoon  in  politics  and  morals. 
It  has  sometimes  bten  said  to  rei»t  upon^c/ta7»  of 
law.  The  reasoning  has  been  thus :  every  Sover- 
eign Prince  is  independent  of  all  others,  and  as 
such  cannot,  even  when  personally  within  the  ter- 
ritories of  anptber,  be  amenable  to  bis  |urisdictioo* 
An  Ambassador  repre^enu  the  person  of  his  mat- 
ter^ and  therefore  must  enjoy  the  same  immuBH 
ties.  But  this  reason iog  caunot  be  satisfactory ; 
fur,  in  ihe  first  place,  a  foreign  Minister  does  aot 
neoesaarily  represent  the  person  of  his  master— *ke 
repueseots  him  only  in  his  affairs ;  and  besides  rep- 
rese»ting  him  he  has  a  personal  existence  of  hla 
own,  ahojgether  dklinc^  from  his  representative 
charecter,  and  for  which,  on  the  principles  of 
eomraon  sense,  he  ought,  like  every  other  Individ- 
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ual,  to  be. responsible.  At  other  times,  another 
fiction  of  law  has  been  alleged,  in  this  manner: 
the  foreign  Minister  is  not  the  subject  of  the  State 
to  which  he  is  sent,  but  of  bis  own  Sovereign :  he 
is  therein  to  be  considered  as  still  residing  within 
the  territories  of  his  master,  and  not  in  those  of 
the  Prince  to  whom  he  is  accredited.  But  this 
fiction,  lik0  the  other,  forgets  the  personal  exist- 
ence of  the  Minister.*  It  is  dangerous,  at  all  times, 
to  derive  important  practical  consequences  from 
fictions  of  law,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  fact.  If 
the  principle  of  personal  representation,  or  that  pf 
e2:/errt^oruiZ%  annexed  to  the  character  of  a  for- 
eign Minister  bea<]mitted  at  all,  it  can  in  sound 
argument  apply  only  to  his  official  conduct — to 
his  acts  in  tne  capacitv  of  a  Minister,  and  not  to 
his  private  and  individual  afiairs.  The  Minister 
can  represent  the  person  of  the  Prince,  no  other- 
wise than  as  any  agent  or  factor  represents  the 
person  of  his  principal;  and  it  would  be  an  ill 
complimentto  a  Sovereign  Prince  to  consider  him 
as  personally  represented  by  his  Minister  in  the 
commission  of  an  atrocious  crime.  Another  ob- 
jection against  this  wide-encroaching  inference 
from  the  doctrine  of  personal  representation,  is, 
that  it  is  suitable  only  to  Monarchies.  The  Min- 
ister of  a  ,Kin|^  may  be  feigned  to  represent  in  all 
respects  the  person  of  his  master,  but  what  person 
can  be  represented  by.  the  Ambassador  pf  a  Re- 
public ?  If  1  am  answered,  the  moralperson  of  the 
nation,  then  I  reply, fAo/ can  be  represented  by  no 
individual,  being  itself «  fiction  in  law,  incapable 
of  committing  anv  act,  and  having  no  corporeal 
existence  susceptiole  of  represeniation.t    I  have 

•  It  is  manifest,  that,  if  exterritoriality  were  to  be 
allowed  to  Ministers,  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  term, 
it  would  entitle  them  to  many  rights  which  they  cer- 
tainly- have  not :  on  the  other  hand,  the  privUegea  al- 
lowed them  extend  far  beyond  what  the  universal  law 
of  nations  preicribes  in  their  favor  on  tfiis  ground.  B<^h 
these  positions  will  be  proved  hereafter,  and  also  that 
this  extremely  loose  notion  of  exterritariaUiy.  \^  not 
always  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  rights  to  which  a  Min- 
ister may  pretend.— Martens'  Swmmary  of  the  Modem 
Law  of  JNatioru,  book  7,  ekap.  6. 

t  The  representative  character  of  the  Ambassador -is 
the  sign  of  representation  of  the  Sovereign  who  sends, 
addressed  to  the  Sovereign  who  receives  the  Af  inisCeir. 
Ambassadors  being  natually  the  mandatories  Of  the 
Prince  by  whom  they  are  sent,  the  representative  char- 
acter, by  the  law  of  nature,  consists  in  the  power  of 
transacting  any  public  business  in  the  name  and  right  of 
<he  Sovereign,  by  whom  they  are  sent,  with  another  Sov- 
ereign Power:  consequently,  by  the  law  of  nature,  an 
Ambassador  is  not  as  it  wer^^the  same  moral  person  as 
he  who  sends  him,  00  as  to  be  the  same  as  if  his  mas- 
ter himself  were  present ;  nor  is  the  Prince  to  whomhe 
is  sent  bound  to  consider  him  as  his  equal.  And  ds 
there  is  no  necessity,  either  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness or  for  the  dignity  of  the  sender,  which  may  be  pre- 
served without  it,  of  that  representative  character  which 
consists  in  the  power  of  representing  the  person  of  the 
sender,  neither  is  the.  representative  character,  when 
stretched  beyond  the  rules  of  natuiiai  law,  any  part  of 
the  voluntary  law  of  nations :  and,  conscqnently,  if  in- 
troduced by  usage,  it  is  part  of  the  customary  law ;  if  by 
treaty,  part  of  the  conventional  law  of  nations.    Where- 


said  thus  much  on  this  subject,  because  I  have 
heard  in  conversation  these^legal  fictions  alleged 
against  the  adoption  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  and 
because  they  may  perhaps  be  urged  against  it  here. 

But  it  is  neither  in  the  fiction  e( exterriloriality, 
nor  in  that  of  personal  representation,  that  we  are 
to  seek  for  the  substantial  reason  upon  which  the 
customary  law  of  natioi^  has  founded  the  extra- 
ordinary privileges  of  Ambassadors;  it  is  in  the 
niiture  of  their  office,  of  their  duties,  and  of  their 
situation. 

By  their  office,  they  are  intended  to  be  the  me- 
diators of  peace,  of  commerce^  and  of  friendsbipi 
between  nations;  by  their  duties,  they  are  bound 
to  maintain  with  firmness,  though  in  the' spirit  of 
conciliation,  the  rights,  the  honor,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  their  nation,  even  in  the  midst  of  those  who 
have  opposing  interests,  who  assert  conflicting 
rights,  and  who  ape  guided  by  an  equal  and  ad- 
verse sense  of  honor;  by  their  situation  they  would, 
without  some  extraordinary  provision  m  their 
favor,  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  very  Prince  against 
whom  they  are  thusto  maintain  the  rights,the  hon- 
or, and  the  in  terest  of  their  own.  As  the  Ministers 
of  peace  and  frieirdship,  their  functions  are  not  only 
of  the  highest  ai>d  most  beneficial  utility,  but  of 
indispensable  necessity  to  all  nations  having  any 
mutual  intercourse  with  each  other.  Tl^ey  are 
the  only  instruments  by  which  the  miseries  of  war 
can  be  averted  when  it  approaches,  or  terminated 
when  it  exists.  It  is  by  their  agency  that  the  pre- 
judices ofcontencliog'  nations  are  to  be  dissipated — 
that  the  violent  and  destrpctive  passions  of  na- 
tions,are  to  be  appeased-7that  men,  as  far  as  their 
natuVe  will  admit,  are  to  be  coaverted  from  butch- 
ers of  their  kind,  into  a  band  of  friends  and  bro- 
thers. .  It  is  this  cOBsiderbtioo,  sir,  which,  by  the 
common  consent  pf  xiQiankind,  has  surrounded  with 
sanctity  the  official  character  of  Ambassadors;  it 
is  this  which  has  enlarged  their  independency  to 
such  an  immeasurable  extent;  it  is  this  which  has 
loosed  them  from  all  the  customary  ties  which 
bind  together  the  social  compact  of  common  rights 
and  common  obligations.  ^ 

But  immunities  of  a  nature  so  extraordinary 
cannot,  from  the  nature  of  mankind,  be  frequently 
conferred,  without  becoming  liable  to  frequent 
abuse.  Ambassadors  are  still  beings  subject  to  the 
passions,  the  vices,  aiid  infirmities  of  man.  How- 
ever exempted  from  the  danger  of  punishment, 
they  are  not  exempt  from  the  commission  of  crimes. 
Besides  their  participation  in  the  imperfections  of 
humanity,  theyhave  temptations  and  opportuni- 
ties peculifl^r  to  themselves,  to  transgressions  of  a 
very  dangerous  description,*  and  a  very  aggravated 
character.  While  the  functions  of  their  office 
place  in  their  hands  the  management  of  those  great 


fore,  the  consequences  derived  iirom  this  character  re- 
specthig  A  mbassadors  belong  neither  to  the  law  of  nature 
nor  to  the  voluntary  law  of  nations,  m&ch  less  do  they 
sanction  the  gratuitous  additions  by  which  they  are 
amplifled..  Hence,  no  nation  is  bo«nd  to  acknowledge 
then),  unless  in  eoosequence  of  express  stipulation.^ — 
Woff  JnstihUea  of  the  Law  of  Ntdurt  and  Nations^ 
part  6,  cAcy.  10,  see.  1343. 
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controversies,  upon  which  whole  Datioos  are  wont 
to  slake  their  existence;  while  their  situations 
afford  them  the  means,  and  stimulate  them  to  the 
employment  o1  the  base  but  powerful  weapons  of 
faction,  of  corruption,  and  of  treachery,  their  very 
privilegesBnd  immunities  concur.in  assailing  their 
integrity  by  the  promise  of  security,  even  in  case 
of  defeat — of  impunity,  even  after  detection. 

The  Experience  of  all  ages  and  of  ev^ry  nation 
has  therefore  pointed. to  the  necessky  of  erecting 
some  barrier  against  the  Kbuse  of  those  immuni- 
ties and  privileges^ with  which  foreign  Ministers 
have  at  all  times  and  everywhere,  been  indulged. 
In  soBoe  aggravated  instances -the  rulers  of  the 
State  where  the  crime  was  committed  have  huldly 
broken. down  the  wall  of  privilege  under  which 
the  guilty  stranger  would'fain  have  sheltered  him- 
self, and  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  nations  have 
delivered  up  the  criminal  to  the  tribunals  of  the 
country  for  trial,  sentence,  and  execution ;  at  other 
times  the  popular  inditcnation,  by  a  process  still 
more  irregular,  has,  without  the  forms  of  law, 
wreaked  it?  vengeance  upon. the  perpetrators  of 
those  crimes,  which  otherwise  must  have  remained* 
UD whipped  of  justice.  <rases  have  soipetimes 
occurred  when  the  principles  of  self-preservation 
and  defence  have  justified  the  injured  Oovernment, 
endangered  It  itr  vital  parts,  in  arresting  the  per- 
son of  such  a-  Minister  during  the  crisis  of  danger, 
and  confining  him  onder  gu^rd  until  he  could  with 
safety  be  removed: .  But  the  practice  which  the 
reason  of  the  case  and  the  usage  of  nationsr  has 
prescribed  and  recognised,  ia^  (according  to  the  ag- 
gravation of  the  ofirace,)  to  order  the  criminal  to 
depart  from  the  territories  whose  laws  he  has 
violated,  or  to  send  him  hon^.  sometimes  under 
custody,  to  bis  Sovereign ;  demanding  of  him  that 
justice,  reparation,  and  punishment,  which  the 
nature  of  the  case  requires,  and  which  he  alone  is 
entitled  to  dispense.  This  poorer  is  admitted  by 
the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  the  writers  on  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  has  the  sanction  of  practice 
equally  universal.  It  resufts,  indeed,  as  a  conse- 
quence absolutely  necessary  from-  the  indepen- 
dence of  foreign  Ministers,  on  the^dicial  author- 
ity, and  is  perfectly  reconcilable  with  tl.  As^ 
respects  the  offended  nation,  it  is  a  measure  of  self- 
defence,  justified  by  the  acknowledged  destitution 
of  every  other  remed  y .  As  tespects  the  offifuding 
Minister,  it  is  the  onlytneans  of  remitting  him  for 
trial  and  punishment  to  the  tribunals  whose  juris- 
diction he  cannpt  recuse;  and  as  respects  his  Sov- 
ereign, it  preserves  inviolate  his  rights,  and  at  the 
same  tioie  manife^sts  that  confidence  in  bis  justice 
which  civilized  nations  living  in  amity  are  bound 
to  place  in  each  other.* 


*  It. seems  it  may  be  said  on  this  subject  that  ,there 
is  no  case  in  which  the  ordinary  tribunals  can  extend 
their  jurisdiction  over  public  Ministers,  and  this  with 
the  more  eof^dence,  as  I  find  it  is  the  opinion  of  ,Gro* 
tins.  This  is  incontestable  with  regard  to  oommpn 
ofienees ;  and  as  for  cnOMs  of  jState,  wherein  the  Am- 
bassador violatee  the  laws  of  nations—- particularly  if  be 
attempt  the  iife^f  the  Prince  to  whom  he  is  sent— the 
Sovereign  akme,  or  the  CouncU  of  State  in  his  behaff, 


On  these  principles,  thus  equitable  and  moder- 
ate in  themselves, and  thus  universally  established, 
is  founded  every  provision  of  the  bill  before  you, 
so  far  as  it  implicates  the  law  of  nations.  I  have 
been  fully  aware  that,  although  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  Congress  are  authorized 
to  define  and  punish  offences  against  the  law  of 
jaations,  yet  this  did  not  imply  a  power  to  inno* 
vate  upon  those  law?.  I  could  not  be  ignorant 
that  the  Legislature  of  one  individual  in  the  great 
community  of  niitions  has  no  right  to  prescribe 
rules  of  conduct  which  can  be  binding  upon  all ; 
and  therefore,  in  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  it  was 
my  primary  object  not  to  deviate  one  step  from 
the  worn  and  beaten  path — not  to  vary  one  jot 
or  one  tittle  from  the  prescriptions  of  immemorial 
usage  and  unquestioned  authority. 

In  consulting  for  this  purpose  the  writers,  char- 
acterized by  one  of  our  own  statesmen  in  a  pam- 
phlet recently  laid  on  our  tables,  as  ''  the  lumina- 
ries and  oracles  to  whom  the  appeal  is  generally 
made  by  nations  who  prefer  an  appeal  to  law 
rather  than  to  power,"  I  found  that  they  distin- 
guished the  offences  which  may  be  committed  by 
foreign  Ministers  into  two  kinds* — the  one  against 

can  take  cognizance  of  it — can  arrest  the  traitor  in  his 
house,  and  afterwards  send  him  with  the  proofs  to  the 
Prince  his  master  for  punishment. — Wiqttefort's  Am" 
bas^adoTf  hook  I,  see.  29. 

Princes  sometimes  oblige  Ministers  to  depart  from 
their  dominions,  and  send  them  away  under  an  armed 
escort.  •Queen  Elizabeth,  caused  Don  Bemsrdin  de 
Mendoza,  Ambassador  of  Spain,  and  the  Bishop  of  Ron, 
Ambassador  from  the  Queen  of  Soots,  to  be  shipped  o& 
Ijouis  XIV.  of  France  sent  under  guard  to  the  frontiers 
of  Savoy  a  Nuncio  from  the. Pope.  The  King  of  Pof- 
tugal  dismissed  in  like  manner  a  Minister  from  the  Pope 
in  1646.  And  in  1659,  under  Cardinal  Mazarin,  the 
.Resident  from  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg  was  ordered 
to  quit  the  kingdom,  and  afterwards  put  inl^  the  Bastile, 
whence  he  was  taken,  sent'  to  Calais  in  custody,  and 
there  embarked.  In  166'/  the  Queen  Regent  of  Spain 
ordered  the  Archbishop  of  Embrun,  Ambassador  to 
S^ain,  to  withdraw,  and  would  not  suffer  bin  to  wait 
in  Madrid  for  the  letters  which  he  expected  to  receive 
by  the  first  courier.  All  be  could  obtainwas  to  atop  at 
Alcala  until  their  arrival,  and  there  he  received  thenw-*- 
Wiguefirtt  bbok  1,  sec.  80. 

An  Ambassador  ought  to  be  independent  of  every 
Power  exfiep%  that  by  which  be  is  sent,  and  of  conse- 
quence ought  not  to  be  -subject  to  the  mere  municipal  ■ 
laws  of  that  nation  whereiii  he  is  to  exercise  his  func- 
tions. If  he  grossly  offends,  or  makes  an  ill  use  of  his 
character,  he  may  be  sent  home  and  accused  before  hia 
master,  who  is  bound  either  to  do  justice  upon  him  or 
avow  himself  the  accomplice  of  his  crimes. — Christianas 
BlackaUmet  voL  I,  p.  253.  Set  oho  Montesquieu,  Sp, 
L.  26,  21. 

*  Suppose  an  Ambassador  guilty  of  a  crime  deserv- 
ing punishinent  in  a  court  of  justice,  where  then  is  he 
to  be  accused  and  punished  1 

In  this  questi<m  we  must  distinguish  between  two 
sorts  of  crime's  of  which  an  Ambassador  may  have  been 
guilty.  Either  he  has  sigiiply  committed  an  offence, 
,ii\juribtts  to  civil  society  and  the  public  traoquillity--- 
such  as  homicide,  adultery,  or  almoiit  any  other  ef  ^the 
common  cnmaa,  as  Ihey  may  be  termed-«-<»  he  has 
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the  municipal  laws  of  the  country  where  they 
reside,  and  the  other  against  the  Glovernment  or 
State  to  which  they  are  accredited  ;  and  thai  they 
recomaiended  a  correspondent  modification  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  treated  by  the 
offended  Sovereign.  The  first  section  of  the  bill 
therefore  directs  the  mode  of  treatment  towards 
foreign  Ministers  guilty  of  heinous  o0*ences  against 
the  municipiil  laws;  for.  as  to  those  minor  trans- 
gressions which  are  usually  left  unnoticed  by  other 
States,  I  have  thought  no  provision  necessary  for 
them.  The  section  points  aut  the  mode  by  which 
the  insulted  State  or  injured  individual  may  apply 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union  for  redress, 
and  by  what  process  the  President  may  obtaia  rep- 
aration from  the  offender's  Sovereign,  or,  in  case 
of  refusal,  dismiss  the  offender  from  the  territories 
of-llie  United  States.* 

The  second  section  provides  for  the  case  of  of- 
fences against  the  Government  of  the  nation.  If 
the  insult  is  direct  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  himself,  it  authorizes  him  at  once  to 
discard  the  offender;  if  the  injury 'be  against  the 
nation,  by  any  conspiracy  or  other  act  of  hostility, 
it  offers  the  means  of  removing  at  once  so  danger- 
ous a  disturber  of  the  public  tranquillity.  This 
also  will  be  found  exactly  conformable  to  the  di- 
rections in  VcUteh] 


transgreoMd  against  the  peraon  of  the  Sovereign,  or 
againat  the  State,  which  ie  usually  called  treason  or  hos- 
tility.— Byndefhoeh,  De  foro  Legaiorum,  with  Bar- 
heyrac^s  Commmtary,  e/u^.  17,  tee.  6. 

*  Should  an  Ambassador  forget  the  duties  of  his  sta- 
tion ;  should  he  render  himsell  disagreeable  and  dan- 
-gevotts,  from  eabals  and  enterprises;  pemieious  to  tke 
tninquiUity  of  the  dtiaens,  the  State,  or  Prince,  to  whom 
lie  4s  sent ;  there  are  several  ways  of  correcting  him, 
proportionate  to  the  nafure  anS  degne  of  his.  fault.  If 
he  maltreats  the  snbjeola  of  the  Slate — if  he  commits 
any  acts  of  injustice  or  violence  towards  them—- the  sub- 
jects injuved  are  not  to  seek  redress  from  the  common 
magistracy,  the  Ambassador  being  independent  of  their 
jurisdiction;  consequently,  those  magistrates  omBot 
proceed  directly  against  him.  On  such  occasions,  the 
8oir«feign  -is  to  be  applied  to ;  he  demands  justice  from 
tiie  Ambassador's  master,  and,  in  ease  of  a  refusal,  may 
order  the  insolent  Minister  to  quit  his  dominions.-— 
Vattet,  book  4,  chap.  7,  uc,  94. 

t  Should  a  foreign  Minister  offend  the  Prince  him- 
self—be wanting  in  respect  to  him—and  by  his  intrigues 
raise  disturbances  in  the  State  and  Court,  the  injured 
Prince,  iVom  a  particular  regard  to  the  Minister's  mas- 
ter, sometimes  requires  that  he  should  be  recalled ;  or, 
if  the  fault  be  more  heinous,  the  Prince  forbids  him  the  ^ 
Court  till  he  receives  an  answer  from  his  master;  but 
in  important  cases,  he  proceeds  so  far  as  to  order  him 
to  quit  his  dominions.  Every  Sovereign  has  an  un- 
questionable right  to  proceed  in  this  manner;  for,  being 
master  in  his  own  dominions,  no  foreigner  can  stay  at 
his  Court  or  in  his  dominions  without  his  permission. 
And  though  Sovereigns  are  generally  obliged  to  hear 
the  overtures  of  foreign  Powers,  and  to  admit  their 
Ministers,  this  obligation  ceases  entirely  with  regard  to 
a  Minister  who,  being  himself  wanting  in  the  duties 
incumbent  on  him  from  his  character,  becomes  danger- 
a«B,  or  justly  suspected  by  him  to  whom  he  is  t»  oome 


The  third  section  brings  me  to  the  consideration 
of  the  relation  which  the  bill  bears  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Slates.  It  contains  a  regu- 
lation, the  object  of  which  is  at  Once  to  prevent 
all  misunderstanding  by  the  offending  Minister's 
Sovereign  of  the  grounds  upon  whicn  he  should 
be  ordered  to  depart  or  sent  home,  and  to  mark  by 
a  strong  line  of  discrimination  the  cases  when  a 
foreign  Minister  is  dismissed  for  miROonduct,  from 
those  when  he  is  expelled  on  account  of  national 
differences.  In  this  latter  case^'  by  the  general 
understanding  and  usage  of  naHons,  an  order  to 
depart  given  to  a  foreign  Minister  is  equivalent  to 
a  declaration  of  war.  In  the  Ruropean  Oovern- 
ments,  where  the  power  of  deelaring  war  and  that 
of  negotiating  with  foreign  States  are  committed 
to  the  same  hands,  this  nice  discrimination  of  the 
specific  reasons  for  whibh  a  Minister  may  be  dis- 
missed is  far  less  important  than  with  u».  The 
power  of  declaring  war  is  with  us  exclusively  vest- 
ed in  Congress;  and  as  the  order  to  depart,  when 
founded  on  national  dispoies,  amounts  to'soich  a 
declaration,  it  appeara  to  me,  by  fair  inference, 
that  for  such  cause  the  President  of  ihe  Unitea 
States  cannot  issue  such  an  order  witbnut  the  ex- 
press irequest  or  concurrence  of  Congress  to  that 
effect.  It  was  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that, 
in  the  present  bill,  the  power  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent to  send  >home  a  culpable  Minister  is  sepre- 
ci^^ely  limited  to  the  cases  when  the  Ministc!r  shall 
have  deserved  that  treatment  by  bis  personal  roia- 
conduot.  .This  distinction  between  the  causes  for 
which  a  foreign  Minister  may  be  sent  home  has 
l>eett  solemnly  recognised  in  a  remarkable  manner 
by  this  Government  in  the  treaty  with  Qreat  Brit- 
am  of  the  19th  November,  1794^  in  the  twenty- 
sixth  article.* 

Here,  sir.  the  sending  home  a  Minister  for  na- 
tional causes  is  recognised  to  be  the  very  test  of  a 
ropture,  and  exactly  tantamount  to  a  deola»'alion 
of  war.'  But  the  same  act,  done  for  the  Minister's 
personal  misconduct,  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  right 
of  both  parties,  which  they  agree  to  retain;  and 
it  is  stipulated  that  it  shall  not  in  that  case  be 
deemed  eqfui val en t  to  a  r u ptUre.  The  expressions 
used  imply  that  the  partie^s  did  not  consider  them- 
selves as  mtrodncine  in  this  part  of  the  article  a 
new  law,  but  as  explaining  the  old.  It  is  merely 
declaritory,  **  for  greater  certainty,**  and  the  pre- 
vious existence  of  the  right  is  recognised  by  the 
stiptriation  thai  bech  parties  shall  retain  it.  This 
is  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  which  have  ex- 
only  as  a  Minster  of  Peace.-^  Vatielf  book  4,  chap.  7,  aec. 
95,96. 

•  And  for  greater  certainty  it  is  declared  that  a  rup- 
ture shall  not  be  deemed  to  exist  while  negotiations  for 
accommodating  diflerences  shall  be  depending,  nor  until 
the  respective  Ambassadors lor  Ministers  Qf  such  there 
shall  be)  shall  be  recalled  or  sent  home  on  account  of 
Auch  differences,  and  not  on  account  of  personal  mis- 
eondnct,  according  to  the  nature  and  degrees  of  which 
both  parlies  retahi  then  rights  either  to  ttqutat  fhe 
recall  or  immediately  to  send  home  the  Ambassador  or 
Minister  of  the  Other,  and  that  without  prejudice  to  their 
mutual  fH^ndsbip  and  good  undenrtanding. — TVfOty 
with  Great  Briimn,  \9tk  Nvsember,  1794>  art.  26. 
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pired  ;  bat  as  ezpressinar  the  sense  both  of  our  own 
nsitioxi  and  of  Great  Britain  upon  the  subject  lo 
which  it  reiates,  it  is  as  effecUiai  a&  it  e^er  could 
be.  Its  proYisioos  are  still  binding  upon  both 
parties  as  part  of  the  law  of  notionii,  though ihey 
nave  ceased  to  be  obligatory  as  positiv'e  stipula- 
tions. 

This  view  of  the  sub^t  will  also  furnish  me  with 
an  answer  to  tbe  question  which  has  more  than 
once  been  pat  to  me,  «nd  which  may  perhaps  be 
repeated  here.  It  has  been  asked,  whether  the  first 
and  second  seotions  of  th«  bill  are  not  super  flu* 
ous-*- whether  tbe  cases  are  not  already  provided 
for,  and  whether  the  Fresideni  does  not,  beyond 
all  question,  possess  the  power  which  they  pur^ 
pose  to  rest  in  him  1 

That  the  power  is  beyond  question  vested  in 
him  is,  sir,  more  than  I  can  take  upon  me  to  sav. 
Had  I  thought  it  beyond  all  question,  I  certainly 
should  not  have  brought  forward  the  bill  in  its 
present  shape.  Aqd  I  will  in  candor  add,  that  if, 
after  a  due  consideration  of  the  subject,  tlw  Sen- 
ate should  be  of  opinion  that  the  power  is  vested 
in  him  beyond  all  qaestion,  they  will  of  course 
either  reject  th»  bill,  or  reduce  it  to  a  mere,  modir 
ficatioa  of  the  maoner  in  which  he  shall  exercise 
the  right,  ^whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
Executive  |k>wer  is  generalfv  vested  in  the  Presi* 
dent,  aud  he  is  expressly  authorized  and  directed 
to  "receive  Ambassadors  and  other  public  Mini»- 
ters.|'  No  w,  sir,  by  the  general  grant  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive power,  according  to  the  writers  who  have 
scrutinized  and. discriminated  with  the  nicest  ac- 
curacjr  the  powers  of  Ck^vernment,  tbe  power  of 
declaring  war  would  of  course  be  included.  Such 
is  tbe  opinion,  not  only  of  MorUempdeu^  but  of 
jBottcaeau,  the  most  republican  of  writers  on  laws 
aad  eoDstitutions.  The  practice  of  all  tbeXjlov- 
eroiDents  in  Europe  which  eVer  recognised  the 
dirision  of  pewer  isconforihable  to  this  theory. 
But  our  Coostittttion  has  expressly  made  the  dec- 
laration of  war  a  Legialative  act,  and,  hy  fair  infer- 
ence, whatever  is  by  the  custom  of  nations  equiv* 
alent  to  a  declaration  of  war,  wex  are  bodtid  to 
consider  as  a  Legislative  act  also.  Thiis,  then, 
although  the  President  is  invested  with  the  exec- 
utive power,  and  although  be  is  to  receive  foreign 
Ministers,  yet,  not  having  the'  power  to  declare 
war,  he  cannot  possess  that  of  ordering  away  a 
foreign  Minister  for  causes  of  national  difference, 
because  that  is  a' virtual  deeUratioo  of  war.  He 
is  authorized  lo  receive  foreign  Ministers,  and  by 
this  grant  of  power  he  must  be  authorized  to  de- 
termine when,  how,  whom,  he  will  receive  as  such. 
He  must  be  considered  as  possessing  the  power  to 
determine  upon  all  those  cases  when  a  man,  com- 
iog  as  an  accredited  Minister,  may  by  the  laws  of 
nations  be  denied  a  reception;  and  .he  mu»t  also 
be  allowed  to  determine  when  he  will  cease  to 
receive  a  man  in  that  capacity,  after  he  has  been 
admitted.  This  includes,  as  it  appears  to  me,  the 
right  to  request  his  recall,  and  even  to  intimate 
the  wish  to  a  foreign  Minister  that  he  would  de- 
part ;  but  whether  it  also  includes  the  power  posi- 
tively to  order  his  departure,  and,  still  more,  to  send 


htm  home  by  constraint,  is  not  in  my  mind  abso- 
lu^ly  beyond  a  doubt.  Ceasing  to  receive  him 
as  a  public  Minister  is  not  ordering  him  away, 
much  lest  is  it  sending  him  home.  It  is  clear  th0 
President  should  have  the  power  to  send  home  a 
foreign  Minister  in  some  cases:  it  has  not,  in 
express  terms,  given  him  the  power  in  any  case. 
Whether  he  has  it  by  implication,  in  the  case  of  a 
Minister's  misconduct,  seems  to  me  not  absolutely 
beyond*  a  doubt,  and  I  believe  the  very  doubt  ia  a 
point  of  this  magnitude  would  operate  to  prevent 
its  exercise  in  a  case  of  the  utmost  need.  That 
doubt  it  was  my  purpose  by  this  bill  to  remove. 
To  remove  it  ( if  it  exists)  is  unquestionably  within 
the  power  of  Congress,  and  the  occasion  calls 
loudly  for  their  interposition.  The  doubt  appears 
the  more  rationaifrom  the  fact  that  tbe  power  has 
nev^r  been  exercised.  The  revoeation  of  exequa- 
turs of  two  foreign  ConsuU  by  President  WAaa« 
1  NOT  ON  have  been  mentioned  as  cases  in  point,  but 
are  not.  applicable ;  for  in  the  first  place,  Consuls 
are  not  entitled  to  the  privileges  or  immunities  of 
foreign  Ministers;  and  in  the  next,  the  revocatioa 
of  an  exequatur  is  barely  equivalent  by  analogy 
to  the  eesaation  to  receive  a  Minister:  it  neither 
sends  the  man  away,  nor  orders  him  to  depart. 

But  it  has  been  the  fortune  of  the  bill  to  be  at^ 
tacked  from  quarters  in  direct  opposition  to  each 
other ;  and  while  on  the  one  hand  it  has  been  cen* 
sured  as  Vesting  in  the  President  a  power  which 
beyond  ail  question  he  possesses  already,  on  the 
other  it  has  been  blamed  as  putting  in  liis  hands 
a  power  which  beyond  all  question  he  has  not, 
and-  which  the  Constitution  never  intended  he 
should  have.  This  construction  of  our  Constitu- 
tion has  been  laid  down,  air.  for  our  edification  and 
improvement  by  a  foreign  Minister  in  his  corre- 
spondence with  our  Secretary  of  State,  which  I 
speak  of  as  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  because 
it  has  been  published  in  alt  our  newspapers,  and 
remains  uncontradicted.  I  most  however  observe, 
that  at  the  time  when  this  bill  was(  introduced,  I 
had  never  seen  and  had  no  knowledge  of  thia 
learned  ^ani^h  commentary  upon  the  Conatito- 
tion  of  the  United  States 

I  had  not  imagined  thai  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  our  ^reat  national  compact  was  to  be 
settled  by  a  foreign  Minister,  neither  did  it  enter 
my  heart  to  conceive  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  was  to  receive  lessons  from  a  Span- 
iard upon  the  extent  of  its  Constitutional  powers. 
Yet,  sir,  so  it  is.  The  Spanish  Minister  has  first 
chosen  to  construe  into  an  order  what  he  was  ex- 
pressly told  was  not  an  order,  and  next  to  tell  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  this  order  is  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  tbe  Constitution  and  Government  of 
this  country.  I  find,  however,  that  there  are  even 
American  citizens  who  think  with  this  diplomatic 
expounder  of  our  laws,  that  the  President  4n  no 
case  baa  the  power  to  order  a  foreign  Minister  to 
depart  from  our  territories.  I  have  myself  always 
incHned  to  the  opinion,  that,  for  these  cases  of  per^ 
sonal  misconduct,  the  power  oi  removal  was  given 
by  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution*  though  not  per- 
haps by  its  letter.  That  he  ought  to  possess  it,  ia 
not  in  my  mind  a  subject  of  doubt  at  all ;  for,  con. 
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sidering  the  nature  of  a  foreiga  Minister's  privi- 
leges, and  the  danger  and  urgency  of  the  cases 
wherein  men  invested  with  that  character  most 
frequently  abuse  them,  to  deny  the  President  the 
exercise  of  the  only  means  which  can  control  them, 
is  to  deny  the  natibn  itself  the  means  of  self- 
defence  in  the  most  perilous  extremities.  It  may 
be  asked  whether  this  argument  would  not  apply 
with  equal  force  to  the  cases  in  which  I  deny  the 
President's  power  to  eipel  a  foreign  Minister,  and 
in  which  the  bill  does  not  propose  to  give  it?  To 
this,  I  answer,  No.  In  every  possible  case  when 
a  public  Minister  could  be  ordered  hoofe  on  ac- 
count of  national  differences  Congress  mast  be  in 
session,  or  must  be  summboed  for  that  purpose. 
Such  a  state  of  things  eatiifot  suddenly  arise.  It 
is  a  measure  never  to  be  resorted  to,  unless  tvith 
the  settled  determination  of  war;  and  its  exercise 
never 'can  be  necessary  for  the  President,  to  the 
execution  of  his  Constitutional  powers. 

But  the  personal  misconduct  of  a  Minister  may 
bappen'atany  time — when  Congress  js  not  in  ses- 
sion as  probably  as  when  it  is.  It  would  certainly 
happen  more  frequently  in  the  formei  case  than 
in  the  ialler.  if  during  the  recess  no  power  of  re- 
straint upon  him  cjould  be  used.  These  are  ofiences, 
the  detection  of  which  would  be  often  accidental, 
sudden,  unexpected — calling  for  the  instantaneous 
interposition  of  a  vigorous  arm  to  rescue  the  coun- 
try from  its  danger.  Suppose  a  conspiracy  like 
that  of  Tarquin's  Ambassadors,  or  that  of  Cata- 
line  at  Rome— like  that  of  Bedmar  at  Venice — 
like  thatof  Cellamarein  France:  To  say  that  the 
President  should  have  no  weapon  of  defence  within 
his  reach  until  Congress  should  be  assembled, 
would  give  the  conspiring  Minister  the  power  to 
execute  at  full  leisure  such  orders  as  Cellamare 
received  ftom  Cardinal  A 1  heron i,  and  enable  him. 
hefore  his  hand  could  be  arrested,  to  set  fire  to  all 
the  mines.  It  in  therefore  as  clear  to  me  that  the 
President  ought  to  possess  the  power  of  expulsion 
for  personal  offences,  as  that  he  ought  not  to  pos- 
sess the  same  power  for  causes  of  national  con- 
troversy. And  if  the  Constitution  by  its  silence 
has  left  it  questionable,  it^eems  to  me  incumbent 
upon  Congres  to  remove  every  shadow  of  doubt 
from  the  case. 

Among  the  other  objections  which  I  have  heard 
alleged  against  any  Legislative  act  upon  this  sub^ 
ject,  I  shall  now  notice  that  which  1  consideras 
of  the  least  real  weight,  and  that  is,  that  other  na- 
tions have  not  made  it  a  subject  of  legislation.  But 
other  nations  have  made  the  exemption  of  foreign 
Ministers  from  their  civil  jurisdiction  a  subject  of 
legislation,  as  appears  in  Martens.* '  And  with 

•  The  exemption  of  foreign  Ministeri  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  State  is  regulated  in  Holland  by  the 
Hirdinances  of  the  States  Gc;neral  oi  the  llth  August 
1676,  and  the  9th  September  1679;  and  of  the  States 
of  Holland  of  the  8th  August  1659,  the  30th  July  and 
the  14th  August  1681.  (Sec  the  "  Groot  Plaeaai  Boeie* 
under  date  of  these  years.)  In  England,  by  act  of  Par- 
liament.— 10  ilnn,  chap.  7.  In  Portugal,  by  ordinance 
of  1748* — Maarieni  Summary ^  book  8,  chap.  6,  mc.  p, 
note  b. 


respect  to  the  criminal  jurisdictions  io  cases  of 
common  crimes,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  same 
Martens  says  the  English,  for  the  want  of  an  ex- 
press law  upon  the  subject,  have  departed  from 
the  usages  of  all  other  nations  in  this  particular, 
and  made  foreign  Ministers  amenable  to  their  crim- 
inal jurisdiction.'^  Now,  sir,  if  the  English  nation 
are  thus  charged  with  a  deviation  from  the  prac- 
tice of  all  other  civilized  nations,  because  (bey 
have  not  made  an  express  law  for  acceding  to  it, 
surely  no  exception  can  be  taken  against  us  for 
making  precisely  such  a  law  as  England  is  said 
lo  want.  This,  law,  therefore,  instead  of  a  mark 
of  singularity,  must  be  regarded  as  a  test  of  con- 
formity. Insteaid  of  throwing  us  into  a  corner 
with  the  solitary  exception,  it  introduces  us  into 
the  general  circle  of  nations.  It  is  not  in  sullen 
derogation,  but  in  explicit  affirmance  of  the  gen- 
eral usage.  It  is  no  variation  of  our  political  com- 
pass; it  is  only  the  steady  pointing  of  our  needle 
to  the  real  pole. 

But  a  still  more  conclusive  answer  to  this  ob- 
jection is,  that  other  nations  have  made  no  law 
upon  the  subject,  because,  conformably  to  their 
constitutions,  tjie  act  of  sending  h^ome  a  foreign 
Minister  is  in  all  cases  an  Executive  act.  and  of 
course  an,  act  requiring  no  Legislative  interposi- 
tion. I  have  already  shown,  sir,  that  by^  our  Con- 
stitution it  must  in  some  cases  be  considered  as  a 
Legislative  act;  and. hence  arises  a  reason  pecu- 
liar to  ourselves  for  regulating  the  whole  subject 
by  Legislative  sanction — reserving  to  Congress 
the  power  to  exercise  it  when  it  becomes  equiva- 
lent to  a  declaration  of  war,  and  leaving  it  ip  the 
hands  of  the  President  when  it  is,  upon  our  own 
principles,  an  act  purely  Executive. 

These,  sir,  are  .the  considerations  deduced  from 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  from  our  own  Constitu- 
tion, upoiv  which  the  bill  was  presented  to  the 
Senate  in  its  original  shape.  The  amendment 
reported  by  order  of  the  Committee  is  entirely  in 
the  spirit  of  ^he  bill,  and  only  specifies  the  precise 
mode  in  which  the  order  for  the  removal  of  a  crim- 
inal foreign  Minister  shall  be  exeouted.  This 
section  may  perhaps' be  deemed  expedient,  even  if 
it  should  be  concluded  that  tb^  abstract  power  is 
unquestionably  vested  in  the  President.  >  For.  even 
if  he  has  the  power  without  the  legalized  organs 
of  carrying  it  into  effect,  as  to  all  purposesof  pub- 
lic benefit,  the  case  is  the  same  asif  he  had  it  not. 
It  is,  on  this. supposition,  one  of  those  authorities 
which  require  an  organic  law  to  make  it  practi- 
cal.   Nor  is  this  the  only  instance  in  which  the 

•  In  the  pTactice  of  the  European  nations,  we  find, 
that  in  cases  of  private  crimes  committed  by  a  Minis- 
ter, it  is  thought  commonly  sufficient  to  demand  his 
recall  Though  in  England  the  want  of  an  expross  law 
seems  to  leave  Ministers  without  shelter  from  a  criminal 
prosecution.  In  the  case  of  State  crimes,  it  is  thought 
sufficient  to  seixe  his  person  while  the  safety  of  the  State 
is  in  danger,  releasing  and  sending  him  home  afteiw 
wards.  Even  this  extremity  is  not  commonly  resorted 
to  if  the  danger  is  less  imminent,  and  if  it  wilt  admit 
the  expedient  of  sending  an^ay  the  Minister,  or  demand- 
ing his  recall^Afarrens'  Summary^  book  8,  chop,  6, 
see.  189,  note  a. 
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CoDstilutioQ  has  left  it  in  the  discretion  of  Con- 
fveas  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  carrying  its  in* 
junctions  into  effect.  The  very  first  law  in  your 
statute  book  is  an  example  of  ;he  same  descrip>- 
tioD.  The  Constitution  had  enjoined  that  all  civil 
officers  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several 
Slates  should  be  sworn'to  its  support,  hut  had  tiot 
particularized  the  jnanner  of  administering  the 
oath  ;  and  the  first  act  of  the  first  Congress,  under 
our  present  Constitution,  was  to  provide  the  ne- 
cessary regulation. 

It  may  now  perhaps  be  expect^,  sir,  that  I 
should  giveaome  explanation  of  the  more  imme- 
diate circumstances  in  which  the  bill  origioated.- 
And  here  I  am  sensible  that  I  tread  upon  delicate 
ground.  So  highly  honorable  and  respectable  is 
the  office  of  a  foreign  Minister*  that  to  treat  him 
with  disre.«pect  in  common  discourse,  and  stiil 
more  in  Legislative  deliberation,  would  be  with- 
out excuse,  were  his  own  conduct  altogether  un- 
exceptionable. Should  (he  occasion  ever  happen 
that  a  foreign  Minister,  by -his  own  violation  of 
all  the  common  decencies  of  social  intercourse  to- 
wards the  Government  to  which  he  was  accred- 
ited, should  forfeit  every  ri^ht  to* personal  respect 
or  esteem,  still  I  hope,  sir,  I  should  not  forget  the 
consideration  due  to  the  credentials  of  his  Sover- 
eign ;  still  I  should  think  myself  bound  to  observe 
all  that  moderation  of  expressipn  which  can  be 
consistent  with  the  sentiments  of  iiuiignatton  in- 
voluntarily excited  in  my  breast  by  an  insult  upon 
the  Government  of  my  country. 

Within  a  few  days- after  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress  was  made  public^  the  Spanish  Min- 
ister addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  letter 
couched  in  terms  which  it  cannot  be  Accessary  for 
me  to  particularize,  and  containing,  not  only  stric- 
tures of  the  most  extraordinary  nature  upon  all 
the  parts  of  that  Message  respecting  Spain,' but 
complaints  no  less  extraordinary  at  what  it  did  not 
contain.  Consider  this  procedure  in  its  real  light, 
sir^  and  what  is  it?  A  foreign  Minister  takes  to 
ta&k  the  Preaident  of  the^  United  States  forthe^ 
manner  in  which  he  has  executed  one  of  the  most^ 
important  functions  enjoined  upon  him  by  the 
Constitution.  He  not  only  charges  him  with  mis- 
representation in  what  he  did  say,  but  he  presumes 
to  dictate  to  him  what  he  should  have  said.'  I 
forbear  all  comment  upon'this  conduct  as  it  relates 
to  the  -present  Chief  Magistrate.  I  ask  you,  sir, 
and  t  entreat  every  member  of  this  Senate  to  ask 
himself,  What  is  its  tendency  as  it  relates  to  our 
country?  The  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
makes  it  one  of  the  President's  most  solemn  du- 
ties to  communicate  to  Congress  correct  informa- 
tion relating  to  the  state  of  our  public  affairs.  In 
every  possible  case  of  disputes  and  controversies 
of  right  between  the  United  States  and  any  foreign 
nation,  the  Minister  of  that  tfation  must  have  an 
interest — and  the  strongest  interest,  to  give  a  gloss 
and  coloring  to  the  objects  iiTlitigation — opposite 
to  the  interest  of  our  country,  if,  whenever  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  high  and 
solemn  responsibility  which  weighs  upon  every 
act  of  hia  official  duty,  gives  to  Congress  that  ac- 


count of  our  foreign  relations  which  is  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  adapt  their  measures  to  the  cir- 
cumstances for  the  general  welfare  of  the  ynion, 
a  foreign  Minister,  under  color  of  his  official  pri- 
vileges, is  ^  to  contradict  every  patt  of  his  state- 
ments, to  impeach  thexorrectness  of  his  facts,  and 
to  chide  him  even  for  his  omissions,  to  what  an 
abyss  of  abasetuent  is  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
Uuipn  to  be  degraded!  The  freedom  which  a 
Spanish  Ministeir,  unreproved,  can  take  to-day,*a 
Frei)ch  Minister  Would  claim  as  a  right  tonnaorrow, 
and  a  British  Minister  would  exercise  without  cer- 
emony the  next  day.  A  diplomatic  censorship 
woald  be  established  over  the  Supreme  Executive 
of  thid  nation,  and  the  Prcbident  would  not  dare 
to  exhibit  to  Congress  the^atement  of  our  na- 
tional concerns,  witiiout  previously  submitting  his 
^Message  for  approbation  to  a  Cabinet  Council  of 
foreign  Ministers.  Under  the  British  Constitu- 
tfon, 'the  speecheis  of  the  Sovereign  to  his  Parlia- 
ment are  all  settled  in  his  Privy  Council,  and  thef 
Royal  lips  are  understood  to  give  utterance  only 
to  the  words  of  the  Minister.  The  reason  of  this 
is,  that  b^  the  forms  of  their  Constitution  the  Sov- 
ereign himself  is  above  all  responsibility,  and  the 
Minister  is  the  person  accoiiii table. to  the  nation 
for  the  substance  of  the  diticourse  delivered  by  his 
master.  In  their  practice,  therefore,  the  speech  is 
made  by  him  on  whom  the  responsibility  rests. 
But  if  this  new  assumption  of  the  Spanisn  Min- 
ister is  submitted  to,  our  .practice  wiH  be  an  im- 
provement on  the  British  theory  of  a  singular  cast 
indeed ;  for,  while  the  responsibility  will  rest  upon 
the  President  who  delivers  the  Message,  its  con- 
tents will  be  dictated  by  persons  not  only  loosed 
from  all  responsibility  to  our  country,  but  bound 
in  allegiance,  in  zeal,  in  duty,  to  the  very  Princes 
with  whonf  we  have  to  contend.  The  same  con- 
trol which  by  this  measure 'is  attempted  to  be 
usurped  over  the  acts  of  the  President  will  at  the 
next  step,  and  by  an  easy  transition,  be  extended 
, to, the  Legislature;  and,  instead  of  parcelling  out' 
the  Message  among  several  committees  for  their 
consideration,  we  shall  have  to  appoint  commit- 
tees upon  every  part  of  the  Message  relating  to 
any  foreign  Power  to  wait  u})on'the  Minister  of 
that  Power,  and  inquire  what  it  ie  the  pleasure  of 
his  master  that  we  should  do. 

That  such  is  the  inevitable  tendency  and  the 
real  intention  of  the  proceeding  will  appear,  not 
only  from  a  due  consideration  of  the  act  itself,  but 
from  a  propel  estimate  of  its  avowed  hiotive,  and 
from  tlie  subsequent  conduct  of  the  same  Minis- 
ter. He  addressed  this  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  not  for  the  purpose  of -asking  any  explana*- 
lion— not  for  the  purpose* of  giving  any  satisfac- 
tion— not  for  any  of  the  usual  and  proper  purposes 
of  a  diplomatic  communication — but  (as  he  him- 
self declares)  for  our  Government  to  publish,  with 
a  view  to  counteract  the  statements  of  the  Presi* 
, dent's  Message.  It  was  a  challenge  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  the  lists  of  a  pamphleteering  war 
against  him, for  the  instruction  of  the  American 
people  and  the  amusement  of  foreign  Courts;  and 
having  failed  in  this  laudable  project  he  addresses, 
after  the  expiration  of  forty  days,  a  circular  letter 
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to  the  other  foreign  Ministers  residing  in  the  Uoi* 
ted  States,  with  copies  of  his  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  as  if  these  foreign  Ministers  were 
the  regular  umpires  between  him  and  our  Gov- 
ernment. Not  content  however  with  this  appeal, 
he  authorizes  them  to  give  copies  qf  his  letters  to 
insure  that  publication  with  which  our  Govern- 
ment  had  not  gratified  him,  and  calls  at  ance  upon 
the  American  people,  and  upon  the  European 
Courts,  to  decide  between  the  President  and  him. 
Here  too,  sir,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  abstract  the  par- 
ticular instance  from  the  general  principle  of  this 
transaction.  The  same  act  which  under  one  set 
of  circumstances  can,  only  excite  contempt,  under 
another  becomes  formidable  in  the  extreme.  Of 
the  newspaper  appeal  to  the  people  I  say  nothing. 
The  people  of  this  country  ar^  not  so  dull  of  un- 
derstanding Or  so  depraved  in  vice  as  to  credit  the 
assertions  of  a  foreigner,  bound  by  no  tie  of  duty 
to  them-^the  creature  and  agent  of  their  advef- 
sary-^in  contradiction  to  those  of  their  own  officer, 
answerable  to  them  for  his  every  word,  and.  sta- 
tioned at  the  post  of  their  highest  confidence.  But 
the  circular  to  the  other  foreign  Ministers  is  a 
species  of  appeal  hitherto  unprecedented  in  the 
United  States.  And  what  is  its  object  ?  The  ior 
formation  of  their  Courts;  that  the  Governments 
of  France  and  G/eat  Britain  may  leara  from  him 
the  justice  and  generosity  of  his  master. 

It  is  probable  that  both  those  nations — the  ally 
and  the  enemy  of  Spain — have  much  better  ma- 
terials for  estimating  the  justice  and  generosity 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty;  but  what  have  they  to 
do  in  the  case?  By  an  anonymous  newspaper 
publication,  the  idiom  of  which  discovers  its  origin, 
a  precedent  is  alleged  in  justification  of  this  extra- 
ordinary step,  nnd  the  reciprocal  communication 
of  diplomatic  memorials  concerning  the  afikirsof 
Holland  in  the  years  1786  and  1787,  betyyeen  the 
Ministers  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Prussia, 
at  the  Hague,  is  gravely  adduced  as  warranting 
this  innovation  of  the  Spanish  Minister  here. 
The  very  reference  to  that  time,  place,  aud  occa- 
sion, would  of  itself  be  a  sufficient  indication  of 
the  intent  at  this  time.  In  the  years  1786  and 
1787,  the  three  Powers  I  have  just  mentioned  un- 
dertook, between  them,  not  only  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  governitient  of  Holland,  but  to  regu- 
late and  control  it  according  to  a  plan  upon  which 
they  were  epdeavoring  to  agree.  Their  Minis- 
ters, therefpre,  very  naturally  communicated  to 
e^cn  other  the  memorials  which  they  presented  to 
the  Dutch  Government.  And  what  was  the  result? 
Two  of  those  three  Powers  fixed  betweeq,  them- 
selves the  doom  of  Holland — raised  a  tyrannical 
faction  upon. the  ruins  of  that  country's  freedom, 
and  marched  the  Duke  of^Brunswiok  at  the  head 
of  thirty  thousand  men  into  Amsterdam,  to  con- 
vince the  Hollanders  of  the  King  of  PrOssia's^'ttf- 
tice  and  generosity. 

This,  sir,  is  the  precedent  called  to  our  recollec- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  us  to  the  hu- 
iniliation  of  our  condition.  We  are  patiently  to 
behold  a  Spanish  Minister  insulting  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates — dictating  to  him  his  con- 
struction of  our  Constitution — calling  upon  other 


foreign  Ministers  to  countenance  his  presump- 
tion— and  entrenching  himself  behind  the  exam- 
f>le  of  another  nation,  once  made  the  victim  of  a 
ike  usurpation !  Tfie  resemblance  is  but  toostron^, 
and  will,  I  hope,  not  be  forgotten  by  us.  If  the 
constitutional  powersof  a  Dutch  Stadtholder  were 
prescribed  and  moulded  according  to  the  pleasure 
and  by  the  ioterfereitce  of  foreign  Powers,  (««  uq- 
doubted! y  they  were,)  let  us  remember  the  fact 
with  a  deter minatioa  never  to  be  so  controlled 
ourselves.  It  is  held  up  to  us  as  an  example :  lei 
us  take  it  as  warning. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  Spanish 
Minister  have  been  all  in  the  same  spirit  with  that 
under  which  be  presumed  to  call  upon  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  the  lists  of  altercation  with  him  be- 
fore the  people  of  this  country.  They  manifest 
pretensions  to  which  we  ought  not  to  submit — 
which  we  ought  vigorously  to  resist.  In  his  last 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  iie  tells  him  that 
he  will  receive  no  orders  but  from  his  own  master. 
Now,  if  this  has  any  meaning,  it  must  be  to  deny 
the  United  States  the  right  of  ordering  him  away  : 
that  is  one  of  the  most  indisputable  rights  of  every 
Sovereign  Power.  When  pretensions  so  desti- 
tute of  fiul  foundation  are  advanced,  it  becomes  us 
immediately  to  show  our  sense  of  them:  not  to 
resist  ihem  might  be  construed  into  acquiescence. 
It  is  a  virtual  dereliction  of  our  rights  not  to  de- 
fend them  when  they  are  assailed. 

Lam  indeed  fully  sensible  that  the  operation  of 
the  bill  I  have  proposed,  should  it  meet  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress,  will  not  be  retrospective — that 
to  what  has  passed  no  remedy  which  can  now  he 
provided  will  apply — but  we  may  prevent  in  future 
occurrences  of  a  like  character,  and  of  much  more 
dangerous  consequence.  We  may  prevent  the 
spreading  of  aA  evil  which  threatens  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  nation ;  we  may  prevent  eTen  the 
repetition  of.  insults  and  injuries,  which,  but  for 
the  want  of  the  regulations  now  proposed,  in  all 
probabilil  y  never  would  have  been  offered.  In  my 
own  opinion,  the  necessity  for  some  Legislative 
provi.^ion  upon  this  subject  will  force  itself  upon 
this  Government  with  additional  pressure,  from 
year  to  year,  until  it  can  no  longer  be  resisted.  If 
foreign  Ministers  are  to  possess  in  the  United  Slates 
an  unbounded  independence  of  all  the  iribunab 
of  justice,  while  the  United  States  on  their  part 
are  to  be  deprived  of  tlie  ordinary  means  of  self- 
defence,  enjoyed  and  exercised  by  all  other  Sov- 
ereigns, tp  check  the  abuse  of  those  formidable 
privileges)  the  course  of  events  will,  in' my  belief, 
at  no  very  distant  dav,  bring  us  into  that  unhappy 
dilenima  which  will  leave  no  oth^r  alternative 
than  to  infringe  the  laws  of  nations  or  to  sacrifice 
our  Copstitution-^to  commit  violent  outrage  upon 
the  rights  of  others,  or  to  make  a  dasUrdly  sur* 
render  of  our  own. 

Mr.  President  I  ask  your  forgiveness,  and  that 
of  the  Senate,  for  haying  trespassed  so  long  on 
your  and  their  indulgence.  They  have  now  be- 
fore them  the  principles  and  the  motives  on  which 
the  bill  was  first  introduced:  it  is  fur  them  to  de- 
termine on  their  justice  and  propriety.  Should 
they  think  that  my  feelings  ox  prejudices  have 
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exaggerated  the  evil  for  which  I  am  sincerely  seek- 
ing a  remedy,  or  that  the  remedy  itself  is  liable  to 
insaperable  objections,  they  will  at  once  dismiss 
the  sabjeet  from  their  deliberations^  Should  they 
OD  the  other  hand  consider  the  principle  of  the 
bill  as  admissible,  the^^will  fashion  its  details  at 
their  pleasure.  To  their  decision,  whatever  it  may 
be,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit,  with  the  full  con- 
viction that  it  will  be  dictated  by  a  pure  and  en- 
lightened regard  to  the  honor  and'  welfare  of  our 
country. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

Tuesday,  March  4. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  Friday  last,  Mr. 
Logan  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  In-iog  in  a  bill 
to  incorporate  a  National  Academy,  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BfiADLEY,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  second  day  of  December  last, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refugees  from  the  British  Pro- 
vmces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  made  re- 
port; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration: 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Vermont,  presented  the  petition 
of  Samuel  Harrison,  a^ent  for  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Jonathan  Carver,  praymg  for  the  recognition  of  an 
Indian  deed,  for  a  tract  of  land  near  St.  Anthony's 
Falls,  on  the  Mississippi ;  and  the  petition  Was 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Baldwin,  and  Smith  of  Ohio,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  13th  day  of  February  last, 
that  it  be 

Resohed,  That,  from  and  after  the day  of ' 

next,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  import  into  the  United 
States  on  board  any  foreigpi  ship,  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merefaanduie,  other  than  such  as  are  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  nation  to  which  such 
foreign  ship  shall  belong,  except  on  board  the  ships 
of  such  foreign  nations  who  admit  the  importation  into 
their  ports  of  goods,  although  they  are  not  the  growth, 
piodace^  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States.. 

And  having  adopted  the  resolution. 

Ordered,  Thyt  Messrs.  Smith  of^  Maryland, 
Aba  MS.  and  Baldwin,  be  the  committee^o  bring 
in  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  town 
of  Jersey,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  erecting  a  lignt-house  on 
Wood  Island,  or  Fletcher^s  Neck,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  yesterday  referred  the  amendments  pf  the 
House'  of  Representatives  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend 
jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to  State  judges  and 
State  courts,"  made  report.    Whereupon, 

RemUved^  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  said 
Amendments  to  their  amendments. 
9th  Con.— 6 


The  bill,  entitled  *fAn  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Governor,  Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  further 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  cur* 
rent  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. And,  on  the  question  to  amend  this  clause 
of  the  first  section :  "  which  by  law  now  are.  or 
hereafter  shall  be,  made  current  as  money  witnia 
the  United  States,"  so  as  to  read,  "  which  by  law 
now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be  made  current,  or 
be  in  actual  use  and  circulation  as  money  within 
the  United  States:"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  19,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

TEA'S — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Bradley^ 
Oilman,  Hillhouse,  Rowland,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore, 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Throston,  Turner,  White,  and 
Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Condit,  Gaillard, 
Mitchill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  and  Tracy. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  oa 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  4,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Gaillard,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smitlrof  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Vermont,  Stone,  Thruston,  Turner,  and  Worthington* 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Condit,  Mitchill,  and  Smith 
of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  that 
it  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "Au 
act  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  the  first  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  In- 
diana Territory  into  two  separate  governments. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  ^tateof  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles .  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  tt  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same, 
was  read  the  second  time. 


Wednesday,  March  5. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  pn  the  28th  February,  the  bill,  enti* 
tied  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  27th  of  February,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Denmark,  for  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  theHenrick| 
and  her  cargo,"  reported  it  with  amendment. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lauds  within  the  same, 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  % 
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and,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  National  Academy  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Lo- 
gan, MiTCHiLL,  and  Adams,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yencrday,Mr.  Smith 
of  Ohio  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  explain  the  fiCth  section  of  an  'bet,  entitled  "An 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  sep- 
arate governments."  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Conformably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  additional  fortifications  to  the  harbor  of  New 
York ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
of  this  report  was  postponed. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the'  privileges 
and  immunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers 
within  the  United  States,  was  read  .the  third 
time ;  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  adjoii^rned. 

Thursday,  March  6. 

Mr.  LoGANj  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  5th  instant,  the  bill  to  incorporate 
a  National  Acaderny,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  Governmeet  gf  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,"  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  the  amendments  report- 
ed by  the  select  committee  having  been  adopted, 
the  Bill  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  .as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 

f  rants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
escribed,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  samej  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  bill  having 
been  s^mended,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  resolution  of  12ih  Feb- 
ruary  on  the  subject,  reported  the  following  bill^ 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading: 
A  Bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enaetedy  4-e.,  That,  from  and  after  the day 

of next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be 

imported  in  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  into  the  United 
States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  other  than  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or. 
nfanuiacture  of  the  nation  to  whidi  such  foreign  ship 
or  vessel  shall  belong,  upon  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture 
ef  all  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as  shall  be 
imptnrted,  in  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  contrary  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  hereof!  as  also  of  the  ship  or 
vessel  in  ^hich  they  shall  be  imported,  and  of  all  her 
tackle,  furniture,  and  apparel,  to  be  disposed  of  con- 
formably to  the  ninety-first  section  of  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage, 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one.  Provided  always,  That  this 
prohibition  shall  not  extend  to  the  ships  or  vessels  of 


any  foreign  nation,  which  admits  into  its  ports  the  im- 
portation, in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  not  being  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States:  And 
prcnided  alto,  That  any  forfeiture  which  may  be  incur- 
red by  virtue  of  this  act,  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted 
in  the  manner  presciibed  by  the  act  to  provide  for  miti- 
gating or  remitting  the  foifeitures,  penalties,  and  disa- 
bilities, accruing  in  certain  cases  llierein  mentioned, 
passed  third  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual  by  an  act  passed 
eliBventh  Febmary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON  submitted  the  following 
motion,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration : 

Rewlvedf  That,  in  order  better  to  provide  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  a  tract  of  land,  not 
exceeding  in  any  case  — p  acres,  to  be  located  out  of 
a  tract  of  land  not  exceeding  tw^o  milUons  of  acres,  to 
be  surveyed  between  the  Achafalaya,  the  Red  river, 
and  a  meridian  line  passing  by  the  fort  at  Natchitoches, 
shall  be  given,  free  of  all  expenses,  other  than  those 
of  survey  expenses  and  office  fees,  to  every  citizen  of 
the  United  Sta,te8  above  twenty K>ne  years  of  age,  and 
not  at  present  residing  either  in  said  Territory  or  in 

the  Mississippi  Territory,  who  shall,  before  the 

day  of next,  become  an  actual  settler  on  such 

tract,  and  shall  actually  improve,  and  continue  to  cul- 
tivate and  reside  on  the  same years  thereafter;  on 

condition, 'that  such  actual  settler,  and  his  sons,  above 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at  any  time  or  times,  during 

the  said  period  of years,  be  liable  to  be  called  into 

service  for  the  defence  of  the  said  Territories  of  Or- 
leans and  Mississippi,  and  under  obligation,  during  the 
said  period,  to  continue  in  such  service  for  any  length 
of  time  which  may  be  necessary. 

The  motion  made  on  the  27th  of  February,  for 

luting  —  copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the 

nited  States,  was  resumed  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  tha  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reportedto  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
enabling  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
make  re»titution  to  the  Government  of  Denmark 
for  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  the  Danish 
brigantine  called  the  Henrick,  ho4  her  cargo,"  aa 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  amendments 
having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais,^' 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  after  progress, 
adjourned. 


^, 


Friday,  March  7. 

Ordered.  That  the  third  resolution,  reported  by 
the  committee  on  the  5th  February  last,  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  fr^m  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies, be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  ^'An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governments,"  was  read  the 
second  time. 
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Ordered^  That  this  bill  puss  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  And£rsoN|  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on.  the  26th  February  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
concerning  the  library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Lan- 
dais,"  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;. and  the 
bill  having  been  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Ordered^  That  the.  bill  to  authorize  the  State 
of  Tennessee  to  issue  gfants,  and  perfect  titles  to 
certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands 
within  the  same,  be  the  order  oi  the  day  for  Mon- 
day neit. 

The  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  w^  read  the 
second  time,«nd  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  committee  appointed 
January  13^on  the  petitions  of  Benjamin  Hichborne 
and  others,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin^  in  a 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  dbposal  of  the  lands  of 'the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  secpnd 
reading. 

Mr.  HiLLHOUSB  presented  the  memorial  and 
representation  of  John  Chester,  late  supervisor  of 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States  for  the  Connec- 
ticut district,  stating  4hat'  he  made  eonsider^ible 
disbursements,  and  .performed  various  services 
prior  and  subsequent  to  his  being  i^i  office,  whereby 
great  addition  of  revenue  accrued  to  |he  United 
States,  and  praying  an  equitable  remuneration 
therefor ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

PRIVILEGES  OP  FOREIGN  MINI3TER8. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  privileges  and  im- 
TDunities  enjoyed  by  foreign  Ministers  within  the 
United.  Stales. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
ond, and  third  sections  of  the  bill.  Whereupon, 
a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for ;  and  on 
the  question  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays  7,  as 
follows : 

Txis — Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bradlev,  Condit,  Gaillard,  GHlman,  Hillhouse,  Howland, 
Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Stnitb  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of 
Yermont,  Slone,  Sumter,  Thruston,  and  White. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Mitchilf,  Plainer,  Smith,  of 
New  York,  Tracy,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

And  on  the  question  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  21,  nays  9«  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Condit,  GaiUard»  Gilman,  Hilihoose,  Howland,  Kittthel, 
Logan,  MApUty,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Mttryland, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Yer- 
moAt,  Stone,  Sumter,  and  Thruston. 


Nats  —  Messrs,  Adair,  Adams,  Mitchill,  Plumer, 
Smith,  of  New  Yor)L,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  and 
Worthington. 

And  on  the  question  to  strike  out  the  third 
section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  iatheaffirmr 
ative — yeas  27,  nays  3,  as  follows : 

YsAB^-Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin, 
Qayard,. Bradley,  Condit^  Gaillard,  Gilman,  HiUhousOt 
Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Pickerings 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York* 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Yermont, 
Stone^  Sumter,  Thruston,  Turner,  and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Mitchill,  Tracy,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on 
the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  4,  nays  24,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adams,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Qhio,  and 
Thruston. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bradley,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland, 
Kitchel,liOgan,  Maclay,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  ^mith  of  Yermont,  Stone, 
Sumter,  Tracy,  Turner,  White,  and  Worthington. 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 


•  Monday,  March  10.  i 

Mr.  Logan  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip 
Nicklin  and  Robert  Eaglesfield  Griffith,  stating, 
that,  in  the  year  1797,  they.'  with  divers  -other 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  were  owners  of  the 
ship  New  Jersey  and  her  cargo,  in  a  joint  adven- 
ture from  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  Canton,  in 
China.  That,  on  her  return  home,  the  said  ship 
and  cargo  were  captured  by  a  French  privateer, 
and  condemned  in  Hispaniola  in  the  Island  of  Bt. 
Domingo.  From  which  decree  of  condemnation 
appeal  was  duly  entered  ;  but  that,  in  prosecuting 
the  said  appeal,  their  hopes  of  restitution  *•  were 
blighted  by  a.fatal  interposition  of  General  Arm- 
strong, the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Cnited 
States  at  Paris;"  and  that  they  therefore  "confi- 
dently believe  that  they  shall  not  be  disappointed 
in  their  expectations  of  indemnitv  from  the  vir- 
tuous and  liberal  Government  wnich  employed 
him  f  and  the  memorial  was  read.  ^ 

The  PRESinBNT  laid  before  the  Senate,  from  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  a 
statement  of  the  emoluments  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  customs  for  the  year 
1805 ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  28ih  of  February  last,  the  bill  for 
the  protection  and  indemnification  of  American 
seamen,  reported,  as  their  opinion^  that  it  is  ad- 
visable to  postpone  to  the  next  session  of  Congress 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
afibrd  an  opportunity  for  further  negotiation  of  the 
subject ;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  11th  of  February  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled **An  act  to  regnlateand  fix  the  compensations 
of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives," reported  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 
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Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  31st  of  February  last,  the  bifl,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the 
Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Georgetown,"  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time;  and 
after  progress,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 'the 
third  resolution  rejx)rted  by  tbe  committee,  on  the 
5th  of  February  last,  to  whom  was  referred  that 
part  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  which  relates 
to  the  spoliations  of  our  commerce. 

Mr.  S.  Smitp. — Mr.  President:  The  subject  now 
before  the  Senate  is,  the  third  resolution  reported 
by  your  committee  on  that  part  of  the  Message 
which  relates  to  British  spoliations.  The  first 
resolution  is  a  declaration  of  our  neutral  rights, 
and  has  passed  the  Senate  unanimously.  The 
second  requests  the  President  to  send  a  special 
mission  to  Great  Britain,  to  demand  restoration 
of  property  unlawfully  taken  from  our  merchants, 
and,  by  a  peaceful  arrangement,  to  adjust  ail  dif- 
ferences subsisting  between  that  nation  and  the 
United  States.  The  third  is  now  before  us.  I 
will  take  leave  to  read  it. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit,  by  law, 
the  importation  into  the  United  States  of  any^f  the  fol- 
-Mowing  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  being  the  growth, 
pro4iice,  or  manufactures  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of 
Ureat  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  the  dependencies  thereof, 
that  is  to  say :  woollens,  linens,  hats,  nails,  looking- 
glasses,  rum,  hardwares,  slate,  salt,  coal,  boots,  shoes, 
ribbons,  silks,  and  plated  and  glass  wares.    The  said 

prohibition  to  commence  from  the  - —  day  of , 

unless,  previously  thereto,  equitable  arrangements  shall 
be  made  between  the  two  Governments,  on  the  differ- 
ences subsisting  between  them ;  and  to  continue  until 
such  arrangements  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  settled. 

This  resolution  is  intended,  Mr.  President,  to 
afford  aid  to  the  negotiation  recommended  in  the 
second.  Without  this  aid,  or  someth  ing  similar,  I 
doubt  whether  Great  Britain  would  not  calculate, 
as  heretofore,  on  an  indecisive  character  in  our 
Government — on  its  indisposition  to  lend  any  aid 
or  protection  to  commerce ;  and  reasoniiig  thus, 
whether  her  Minister  might  not  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  he  could  proceed  in  safety  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  every  part  of  our  commerce  with  her  ene- 
mies and  their  dependencies.  This  measure,  Mr. 
President',  is  called  a  war  measure.  Ls  it  so  ?  If 
it  is,  then  does  Great  Britain  maintain  a  constant 
war  measure  against  the  United  Slates,  for  she, 
at  at  all  times,  prohibits  the  ifnportationj  into  her 
ports,  of  every  article  manufactured  within  our 
country.  She  even  prohibits  our  provisions  from 
being  consumed  in  her  kingdoms,  except  when 
her  wants  compel  her  to  admit  them.  If,  then, 
she  has  set  us  the  example,  and  has,  by  her  laws, 

Srohibited  every  article  of  our  manufacture  from 
eing  admitted  into  her  kingdoms,  how  can  our 
prohibiting  a  part  of  her  manufactures  from  being 


imported  into  the  United  States,  be  considered  as 
a  war  measure  ?  This  measure  is  not  intended 
to  take  effect  immediately.  The  first  of  Novem- 
ber next  is  contemplated ;  which  will  give  full 
time  for  negotiation,  and  for  Great  Britain  to  re- 
flect on  her  cruel  and  unprovoked  conduct  towards 
us — a  conduct  that  has  been  highly  reprobated  in 
England — a  conduct,  that,  when  examined,  has 
but  too  much  the  appearance  of  a  determination 
to  benefit  by  the  plunder  of  our  property,  without 
the  authority  of  law,  and  directly  contrary  to  the 
public  sanction  given  to  our  neutral  trade  in  a 
correspondence  held  between  Lord  Hawkesbury 
and  Mr.  King,  in  1801. 

Some  gentlemen,  anxious  to  defeat  this  meas- 
ure, are  attempting  to  create  a  difference  between 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  interest.  Such 
conduct  is  unworthy  of  the  statesman.  The  one 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  other.  I  will  not, 
Mp^  President,  discuss  a  subject  so  selfrcvident.  I 
will  only  remark,  that,  should  this  proposition 
prevail,  U  will  be  more  severely  felt  by  the  mer- 
chant than  the  farmer.  The  latter  can  live  within 
his  own  means;  the  merchant  depends  upon  his 
commerce  for  support;  and  on  this  around,  I  had 
expected  that  the  opposition  would,  and  might, 
with  some  reason,  be  given.  I  believe,  however, 
that  the  merchants  of  our  country  will  never  be 
found  less  ready  to  make  sacrifices  for  the  general 
good,  than  their  fellow-citizens.  Gentlemen  call 
the  trade  pursued  by  our  merchants  a  carryin? 
trade.  This  is  not  correct.  There  is  a  wide  dif- 
ference' between  the  carrying  trade  and  our  neu- 
tral commerce.  The  carrying  trade  is,  when  ships 
are  emploved  in  carrying,  for  a  freight,  the  prop- 
erty of  otDers.  In  this  trade  the  Dutch  were  en- 
gaged in  carrying  the  produce  of  the  French  col- 
onies to  the  mother  country,  in  1756,  on  account 
of  the  French  planter  and  merchant,  in  which 
they  were  certainly  sanctioned  by  their  existing 
treaty  wit||i  Great  Britain,  which  fully  stipulated 
their  right  to  be  carriers  in  such  case.  The  Brit- 
ish, however,  seized  their  ships.  The  neutral  trad^ 
is  that  which  we  pursue,  to  wit:  our  ships  are 
laden,  for  our  own  account,  in  the  French,  Span* 
ish,  and  Dutch  colonies,  in  which  no  foreigner 
has  any  concern.  This  is  the  trade  which  we 
claim  as  a  right,  in  time  of  war  as  well  as  peace, 
when  permitted  by  the  nations  to  which  such  col- 
onies belong.  If  any  of  our  ships  are  found  carry- 
ing the  property  of  the  enemies  of  Great ^ritain^ 
let  them  be  punished,  we  mean  not  to  defend 
them. 

A  firm  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  is  desirable  with  all  nations — with  none 
more  than  with  Great  Britain.  We  can  be  mu- 
tually useful  to  each  other.  Our  usefulness  to  her 
is  self-evident.  Her  friendship  to  us  would  tend 
greatly  to  our  happiness  and  peace  as  a  nation, 
and  could  in  no  manner  operate  to  her  injury.  A 
mutual  good  understanding  -appears  to  me  so  ne- 
cessary to  Great  Britain,  that  no  trifling  consid- 
eration ought  to  induce  her  to  disturb  it.  Permit 
me  to  inquire  what  are  the  benefits  which  result 
to  that  nation  from  our  commerce?  I  have  before 
me  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
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calculated  on  an  average  of  three  years,  by  which 
I  observe  that  the  United  State?  import  annually 
from  all  the  world,  to  the  amount  of  seventv-fire 
millions  of  dollars,  of  which  thirty-six  millions 
are  imported  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
encies ;  twenty-seven  millions  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  thereof  being  actually  of  the  articles 
manufactured  in  Great  Britain.  Of  the  seventy- 
five  millions,  (out  total  imports,)  ,twenty-eight 
millions  are  articles  re-exported,  so  that  th&true 
amount  of  importation,  for  our  own  consump- 
tion, can  only  be  estimated  at  forty-sfeven  millions. 
Of  this  forty-seven  millions  |  am- convinced,  from 
the  Secretary's  report,  that  at  least  thirty-millions 
«re  imported  from  Oreat  Britain  and  her  depend- 
encies, and  consumed:bv  our  citizens.  The  total 
amount  of  exports  of  the  native  products  of  the 
United  States  is  near  forty  millions  of  dollars,  of 
which  twenty  millions  of  dollars  are  exported  to 
Great  Britain  and  her  dominions.  Out'of  this 
sum  not  more  than  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  qan 
be  considered  as  a  regular  export  for  the  use  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  For  instance, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  states  the  value  of  to- 
bacco exported-  to  Great  Britain,  on  the  average 
of  three  years,  at  three  million  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  when,  I  believe,  it 
will  be  admitted  that  not  more  than  fxHirteen  thou- 
sand hogsheads  are  estimated  as  her  annual  con-* 
sumption.  Ships  laden  with  tobacco,  although 
they  clear  out  for  Englam],  in  many  instances 
only  call  there  for  orders,  and  nrodeed  to  the  ports 
on  the  continent  for  the  sale  or  their  cargoes.  Pro- 
y]Sjk)ns,  which  can  only  be  admitted  into  Great 
Britain  in  times  of  real  scarcity,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  an  export,  to  her  wnich  may  at  all 
times  be  calculated  u'fion.  Their  amount  in  the 
Secretary's  report,  is  stated  at  two  millions  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand.  On  this  subject  I 
will  maktf  one  other  observation.  It  is  this :  that 
oup  exports  are  estimated  at  their  present  prices. 
On  a  return  of  peace  those  prices  cannot  be  ex- 
pected, whereas  the  price  of  the  goods  imported 
will  continue  at  least  as  high  as  rhey'now  are. 
From  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  I  believe  it 
correct,  it  will  appear  that  the  United  States  im- 
port from  Great  Britain  and  her  possessions,  near- 
ly one-half  the  amount  of  her  total  imports,  near 
two-thirds  of  all  that  we  import  for  our  own  use 
and  consumption,  and  that  Great  BHtain  and  her 
dependencies  do  not  consume  of  our  products  more 
than  one-half  of  the  amount  of  what  we  import 
from  her.  By  the  same  report  it  will  be  se^n 
that  Great  Britain  exports  to  the  United  States 
of  her  manufactures  twenty-seven  millions  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  consumes  only  nine 
millions  independentof  her  colonies;  and  deduct- 
ing, as  before  stated,  for  tobacco  not  used,  and 
provisions  only  admitted  in  times  of  scarcity.  To 
make  up  the  balance  which  we  are  thus  indebted 
to  Great  Britain,  our  merchants  are  compelled 
to  exercise  their  talents  and  their  enterprise  in 
seeking  other  hiarkets ;  in  doing  which,  in  a  lair 
and  legal  manner,  and  as  sanctioned  by  Great 
Britain  in  1801,  their  ships  have  been  met  by  the 
British  cruisers,  carried  into  port  and  condemned, 


under  the  pretext  of  new  principlesr,  heretofore 
unknown  to  them.  And  yet,  Mr.  President,  with 
all  their  industry  the  balance  of  trade  appears  by 
the  Secretary's  report  to  be  against  the  United 
Slates.  The  Secretary  has  assigned  sound  rea- 
sons to  show  how  this  deficiency  stated  by  him, 
of  seven  millions  against  the  United  States,  may 
be  accounted  for.  He  might  have  added,  that  the 
plunder  coinmitted  on  us  by  the  belligerents  had 
essentially  contributed  to  create  that  balapce.  He 
might,  With  truth,  have  said,  that  the  seizure  and 
unlawful  condemnation  of  the  ships  and  cargoes 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  Powers  at 
war,  had  added  at  least  six  millions  of  dollars,  in 
the  three  years,  towards  creating  that  heavy  ap- 
parent balance  of  trade  against  our  country.  But 
for  those  depredations,  the  balance  would  certain- 
ly have  been  much  less.  But,  Mr.  President,  are 
thoiic  the  only  advantages  arising  from  our  trade 
to  Great  Britain  ?  No,  sir ;  almost  all  our  money 
negotiations  go  through  her  merchants.  The 
proceeds  of  a  great  pact  of  the  cargoes  shipped 
from'  the  United  States  to  other  countries  are  or- 
dered to  Great  Britain,  and  either  go  to  pay  our 
debts  there,  or  are  drawn  .from  thence  by  bills  of 
exchange,  thus  giving  to  Great  Britain  a  great 
source  of  health  and  employment.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  are  in  truth  more  ttseful  to  her  than  if 
we  were  again  her  colonies,  for  she  enjoys  almost 
all  the  benefits  resulting  from  our  com,merce,  and 
incurs  no  expense  in  our  protection.  From  Cock's 
statement,  it  appeai^s  that  America  imports  from 
Gi^eat  Britain  one-quarter  of  the  fnanufactores 
which  she  exports.  For  all  these  advantages,  Mr. 
President,  and  surely  they  are  important,  what 
return  do  we  receive  ?  We  ought  to  expect  that 
which  would  be  favorable.  We  receive  the  re* 
verse.  How  Great  Britain  conducts  herself  to- 
wards us  shall  be  a  part  of  my  present  inquiry.^ 

Pending  the  last  war  between  Great  Britaia 
and  France,  the  latter  ordered  her  cruisers  to 
seize  all  goods,  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain, 
found  on  board  the  ships  of  neutrals.  Great  Bri- 
tain made  this  a  pretext  for  levying  a  convoy 
doty  of  one  half  per  cent,  on  goods  exported  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  one 
per  cent,  on  similar  goods  when  exported  to  the 
United  States.  We  asked  not  their  convoy,  and 
seldom  accepted  it.  If  convoys  however  wera 
given  and  accepted,  there  was  some  reason  why 
we  should  pay  double  as  much  as  was  paid  by  the 
Europeans,  because  the  voyage  wi(s  twice  as  long. 
We  had  every  reason  to  expect  that  we  should  1^ 
relieved  from  this  imposition  on  a  peace.  We 
were  disappointed.  In  1802,  the  year  of  peace,  it 
was  changed  by  actof  Parliament  from  a  convoy 
duty,  to  a  duty  of  exports,  and  thus  was  imposed 
upon  us  without  any  assignable  reason  double  the 
duty  payable  by  any  other  nation.  -  Great  BHtain, 
finding  that  we' tamely  submitted  to  this  injury, 
did  in  1803,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  levy  a  new 
duty  on  exports,  in  wfiich  she  imposed  on  her 
goods  exported  to  Europe  a  duty  of  one  per  cent^ 
and  on  goods  exported  to  the  United  States  three 
per  cent.  By  the  first  act  we  are  charged  double 
the  duty  paid  by  other  nations,  and  by  the  second. 
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we  are  compelled  to  pay  three  times  the  amouDt 
of  duty  paid  by  other  Powers.    It  appears,  by  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  S^ate  now  before  me, 
this  tax  raised  a  revenue  from  the  United  States 
of  $532,727.    I  had  stated  on  a  former  occasion 
thi|t  it  amounted  to  a  much  greater  sum;  but  I 
had  calculated  that  the  duty  had  been  charged  on 
every  article  exported.  .The  Secretary'^  report 
saysj  it  is  not,  and  yet  I  do  believe,  that  our  mer- 
chants pay  on  the  amount  of  their  invoices.    On 
this  subject  I  may  be  mistaken,  and  therefore  take 
the  Secretary's  report  for  my  guide.    It  may  here 
be  proper  to  remark  that  Ireland  remonstrated 
against  this  export  duty,  and  it  was  immediately 
taken  off  her  linen*    Ireland  will  complain  loudly 
if  you  pass  this  resolution,  and  she  will  be  heard. 
On  whom,  Mr.  President,  does  this  half  million 
&11  ?    Not  on  the  merchant.    No,  sir  -,  he  puts  it 
on  the  goods  and  adds  a  reasonable  profit  thereto. 
The  people  of  the  United  Slates  are  thus  taxed  to 
an  amount  that  would  have  caused  a  revolt,  had 
Great  Britain  imposed  it  when  we  were  Colonies. 
Independent — we  fold  our  arms  and  tamely 
submit.    Had  no  new  grievances  occurred^  I  in- 
tended to  have  proposed,  at  this  session,  the  very 
measure  now  before  the  Senate,  and   therefore 
did  call  at  the  last  session  for  the  reports  of  the 
Becretaries  of  State  and  Treasury,  which  I  have 
leferred  to.    This  ua warrantable  conduct  I  had 
oonsidered  of  iiaelf  sufficient  to  induce  a  recrimi- 
nation, similar  to  the  resolution  now  under  con- 
sideration.   But  to  this,  Great  Britain  has  added 
other  and  more  serious  injuries,  such  as  we  have 
declared  in  our  first  resolution  to  be  a  ^*  violation 
9f  our  neutral  rights  and  an  encroachment  on  our 
■ational  independence."    She  has  assumed  the 
principle  that  neutrals  have  no  right  to  a  trade 
with  her  enemies  in  times  of  war,  not  permitted 
to  them  in  times  of  peace.     The  Senate  have 
vnanimously  declared  that  this  principle  is  ubjust 
and  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.    I  have  there- 
fore no  occasion  to  ^o  into  the  consideration  of 
this  novel  doctrine ;  it  may  however  be  proper  to 
state  some  facts..    In  1801,  a  decision  was  had  in 
an  inferior  court,  bottomed  on  this  doctrine ;  an 
appeal  to  the  superior  court  brought  the  case  to 
the  knowledge  of  our  Minister,  Mr.  King ;  he  im- 
mediately remonstrated  against  it.  and  after  dis^ 
eussion,  it  was  admitted  that  it  was  not  lawful  to 
oarry  the  doctrine  to  the  extent  claimed.    Such 
was  the  written  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General 
of  Great  Britain.     In  that  opinion  it  was  em- 
phatically stated  that  neutrals  \yere  authorized  to 
trade  freely  from  their  own  country  to  a  bellig- 
erent's colony,  (although  such  trade  was  not  per- 
mitted in  time,  of  peace.)  and  from  s6ch  colony 
back  to  such  neutral  country,  where  the  goods 
must  be  landed  and  the  duties  paid,  or  secured  to 
he  paid,  agreeably  to  law  -,  that  this  act  neutralized 
the  properly,  and  the  goods  might  be  re- shipped 
in  the  same  vessel  in  wnich  they  were  imported, 
or  in  any  other  ship,  to  any  country.    This  opin- 
ion of  tne  Attorney  General  was  considered  by 
the  merchants  of  the  United  States  as  if  it  had 
Ibeen  the  act  of  a  convention  between  the  two 
nations.    It  was  their  polar  star,  by  which  they 


conducted  their  commerce  and  regulated  their 
conduct 

A  year  of  peaee,  1802,  ensued.  On  the  recom- 
mencement of  hostilities  in  1803,  orders  were  is- 
sued to  the  commanders  of  the  British  ships  of 
war,  varying  from  those,  under  which  they  had 
acted  in  1801,  unknown  to  our  merchants — per- 
haps not  understood  by  the  officers  to  whom  tney 
were  directed — and  not  put  in  execution  for  two 
years — which  authorized  the  capture  of  our  ves- 
sels, although  trading  in  exact  conformity  with 
the  opinion  of  the  British  Attorney  General,  de- 
livered in  1801,  and  under  the. sanction  whereof, 
our  ships  were,  as  was  conceived,  navigating  the 
seas  in  perfect  security.  What  shall  we  call  such 
cot)duct  ?  May  we  not  say  that  it  was  conduct 
wholly  unworthy  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation  1 
Is  it  :?uch  conduct  as  can  be  approved  by  a  people 
so  just  as  the  people  of  Great  Britain  f  No  sir  I 
It  has  been  reprobated  in  England  in  terms  so 
strong,  and  language  so  just  and*  proper,  that  it 
probably  alarmed  the  Gk)vernment.  The  book  I 
bold  in  my  hand,  called  *'  War  in  Disguise,"  was 
published  immediately-ra  book,  Mr.  President, 
eminently  calculated  to  seduce  and  deceive  the 
good  people  of  England — a  book  written  in  a  style 
so  seductive,  that  you  are  hurried  along,  and  have 
scarcely. time  to  examine  or  detect  the  misstate- 
ments It  contains.  It  addresses  itself  to  the  preju- 
dices and  feelings  of  tne  English  nation,  and  may 
have  had  its  efiect  there. .  Nay,  even  here  I  find 
some  gebtlemea  have  taken  for  truths,  assumed 
facts,  and  have  attended,  perhaps  too  much,  with- 
out examining  the  facts,  to  the  reasoning  adduced 
therefrom.  And  yet,  Mr.  President,  the  American 
reader  has  full  warning,  for,  in  the  thirty-seventh 
page,  we  are  gravely  told,  that,  the  '*  frugal  eiti-» 
'  zens  of  America  make  molasses,  for  the  most 

*  part,  their  substitute  for  sugar,  and  have  learned, 

*  from  habit,  to  prefer  it  to  the  more  costly  arti- 
^  cle."  A  story  so  palpably  false  and  foolish,  oo{;ht 
to  induce  the  reader  to  be  cautious  of  placing 
much  confidence  in  other  assertions  of  the  writer, 
especially  where  those  assertions  are  calculated  to 
injure  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  country* 
The  writer  appeats  to  have  believed  that  our  rev- 
enue laws,  and  those  of  Great  Britain,  were  sim- 
ilar ;  and  ne  has  drawn  his  arguments,  of  course, 
from  false  premises.  In  page  fifty-nine,  he  says: 
"  On  the  arrival  of  a  ca^o  destined  for  exporta- 
^  tion,  they  were  allowed  to  land  the  goods,  and 

*  even  put  theni  in  private  warehouses,  without 
^  paying  any  part  of  the  duties,  and  without  any 
^  farther  trouble  than  that  of  giving  a  bond,  with 
^  condition,  tha^,.if  the  goods  should  not  be  re-ex- 
^  ported,  the  duties  should  be  paid."  Now,  sir, 
everybody  knows  this  to  be  misstated.  In  Eng- 
land themeirchant  can  enter  his  goods  for  export- 
ation, and  land  the  same ;  in  the  United  Slates 
he  cannot.  If  landed  at  ail,  they  must  pay,  oe 
secure  the  payment  of,  the  duties^  in  the  same 
manner  as  all  importations  are  conducted.  There 
are  not  two  modes  of  entering  goods  that  are  to 
be  landed  in  the  United  States. 

In  page  sixty-one,  the  writer  in  the  case  of  the 
I  Essex,  Orne,  says :  **  In  this  case  was  found  an 
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'  affidarit  of  the  owoer  stating  that  the  goods  bad 
^  been  ladeo  on  board  from  stores  in  Salem^  and 
^  that  the  duties  were  paid,  or  secured,  according 
'  to  law.  Yet  it  afterwards  appeared,  on  his  own 
^*  admission,  that  he  had  only  given  the  usual  bond 
<  on  the  entry  of  the  cargo  from  Barcelona,  which, 
^  we  have  seen,  is  a  security  to  re-export,  rather 
'  than  to  pay  duties  on  the  cargo,  and  which  had 
'  accordingly  been  cancelled  on  the  .re-ezporta- 
'  tion."  1^0  sir !  we  have  teen  no  such  thing.  No 
such  bond  could  be  taken  under  our  laws.  No  suoh 
bond,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  has  ever  been  taken, 
knd  this  the  writer  might  haVe  known,  for  a  cer- 
tified extract  of  our  law,  on  that  particolar  case, 
of  our  practice  under  the  law,  was  sent  from  the 
Department  of  State  to  Great  Britain,  to  meet 
this  very  case.  In  page  sixty- two,  he'  proceeds 
with  the  same  error,  thus:  **  When  it  was  found 
'  that  the  duties  had  been  secured,  not  in  a  way 
'  applicable  to  goods  meant  to  be  sold  in  America, 
^  but  in  a  niode  devjsed  for  the  special  <}onv^ni- 
'  ence  of  importers  intending  re-exportation,  the 
^  suspicion  tliat  the  claimant  originally  meant  to 
■^  continue  the  voyage,  as  tie  eventually  did,  was 
'  obviously  strengthened,  if  not  absolutely  con- 
*  firmed."  It  is  not  true,  Mr.  President,  that  any 
Dew  mode  had  been  devised  for  the  special  con^ 
Tenienca  of  importers  intending  a  re-exportation. 
The  mode  practised  now,  is  the  same  that  has 
beeQ  invariably  practised  in  the  custom-houses. 
I  never  have  known  any  other.  I  will  state  the 
practice,  under  the  laws,  for  the  information  of. 
gencienocn  who  may  not  have  turned  their  at<en- 
tioa.  to  the  subject :  On  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  in 
any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  the  master 
presents  himself  at  the  custom-6ouse,  and  deliv- 
ers to  the  collector  a  n^anifest  of  the  cargo.  In 
that  manifest,  if  the  cargo  is  intended  ^for  re-ex- 
portation, it  is  so  declared ;  in  which  case,  an  in- 
spector remains  qn  board  su^h  vessel  until  she 
departs ;  no  part  of  the  cargo,  so  declared  for  ex- 
portation, can  be  landed  f  no  bond  for  duties  is 
takep,  nor  any  other  bond,  except  one  conditioned 
that  no  part  o(  such  cargo  shall  be  landed  within 
the  United  States.  Few  vessels  make  use,  (in 
times  of  war,)  of  this  privilege,  except  those  which 
come  from  a  neutral  country,. or  from  the  posses- 
sions of  Great  Britain. .  Those  merchants  who 
are  acquainted  v/ith  the  British  system,  and  whose 
vessels  arrive  in  our  ports  from  the  country  of  an 
enemy  of  Great  Britain,  always  discharge  their 
cargoes';  secure,  or  pay  the  duty,  and  sell,  or  re- 
ship  the  ^ame,  agreeably  to  our  laws.  Their  own 
interest  compels  them  to  it  j  for,  if  they  do  not 
discharge  such  cargoes,  they  cannot  procure  in- 
surance under  three,  four,  or  &ve  times  the  usual 
premium*  Of  course,  no  man  would  be  so  devoid 
of  common  sense  as  to  pay  thousands  of  dollars 
for  insurance,  when  the  same  number  of  hun~ 
dreds  would  pay  all  expenses  of  landing,  an|i  the 
transit  duty  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  duty  to  the  United  States.  It  is,  there- 
fore, idle  to  suppose,  (as  charged  by  this  writer, 
and  as  believed  by  the  ignorant,)  that  any  eva-., 
sions  in  this  way  would  be  attempted.  The  mer- 
chant understands  his  interest  too  well  to  commit 


suoh  an  act  of  folly.  I  think  it,  however,  not  im- 
probable that  a  few  vessels  that  had  sailed  in  the 
vear  of  peace,  1802,  and  returned  in  1803,  might 
have  proceeded  to  Europe  without  landing  theif 
cargoes.  But,  Mr.  President,  when  a  cargo  ar« 
rives  which  is  intended  for  sale,  or  to  be  landed 
tor  any  other  purpose,  there  is  but  one  mode  of 
acting. '  The  owner  enters  his  goods  at  the  cus* 
torn-house,  and  gives  bond  with  sufficient  security^ 
or  pays  the  duties  agreeably  to  law,  and  pvts  the 
goods  into  his  own  stores.  If  he  sells  them  to  ft 
person  who  means  to  export,  or  intends  to  export 
them  himself,  a  declaration  thereof  is  made  at  the 
custom-house,  and  the  goods  are  shipped  under 
the  inspection  of  the  proper  officers.  Wh^n  oa 
beard,  the  owner  and  master  give  bond  that  snch 

foods  shall  not  be  reland^d  within  the  United 
ita^es,  which  bond  is  cancelled  on  certificates 
being  produced  from  our  consul,  at  the  port  of 
delivery,  that  such  cargo  has  been  landed  in  such 
port.  Deben  lures  for  drawback  of  du  ties  on  gQod§ 
so  exported  are  granted  by  the  eoUeptor.  made  pay- 
able on  the  same  days  on  which  the  bonds  spv en 
for  the  duty  inward  shall  become  due,  whicik,<k- 
bentares  are  transferable,  but  are  not  payable  Until 
the  bonds  on  which  they  are  issued  snail  be  paid. 
This  hiis  been  our  uniform  law  and  practice,  and 
not  made,  for  a  convenience,  to  answer  presest 
purposes.  The  writer  of  "  War  in  Dk^uise,"  as 
alieady  observed,  has  taken  his  premises  from 
English  law,  and  not  from  our  laws ;  he  has,  theile- 
fore,  reasoned  on  false  premises,  has. probably  de- 
ceived himself^  and  certainly  has  deceived  others. 
The  book,  Mr.  President,  is  filled  with  misstate- 
ments of  our  laws  and  practises  under  them ;  bat 
I  cannot  presume  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate 
to  take  up  their  time  in  detecting  every  error. 
The  writer  has  assumed  for  fact,  that  there  muit 
be  a  great  deal  of  Dutch,  French,  and  Spanisk 
property  collusively  covered  by  the  American 
merchants ;  fos  he  says :  ^  Where  can  America 
'  have  found  a  capital,  or  credit,  adequate  to  the 
*  vast  magnitude  of  her  present  investments  ?  By 
'  what  means  could  these  new  merchants  of  the 
'  United  States  be  able  to  purchase  all  the  costly 
'  exJMirts  of  the  S panish  colonies  ?"  dbc.,  &c.  Nay, 
Mr.  President,  I  have  heard  a  gentleman  inatooth- 
er  body  triumphantljr  ask :  ''-Where  have  these 
merchants  (found  capital  to  carry  on  the  trade  of 
the  world  ?"  A^r.  President,  a  stranger  travelling 
in  South  Carolina  and  G^eorgia,  might  with  equ  j 
propriety  ask :  "  Whence  has  arisen  the  immense 
wealth  I  now  see  ?"  But  a  few  years  past,  and 
your  pUnters  were  not  more  rich  than  their  neigh- 
bors. Now  they  abound  in  wealth.  The  answer 
would  be  easy.  We  have  adopted  a  new  article 
of  agriculture;  our  climate  and  soil  is  found  proper 
for  cotton  ;  we  cultivate  that  valuable  article,  and 
it  has  yielded  great  profit.  The  merchant  has  hk 
answer  as  ready,  lo  wit :  There  has  been  a  war  of 
more  than  twelve  years  in  Europe ;  our  country 
has  been  neutral,  which  has  given  us  new  eeas  to 
navigate,  and  new  sources  of  commerce  to  por- 
sue.  We  bate  pursued  them  with  effect,  and  ot 
capital  has  kept  pace  with  our  views,  thus  ez^ 
tended  by  our  peculiarly  fortunate  situation.    Bui) 


175 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


176 


Sbnatb. 


British  Aggressions. 


March,  1806. 


sir,  how  is  our  commerce  carried  on  ?  Whence 
our  means  ?  It  is  conducted,  Mr.  President,  with 
few  exceptions,  not  more  than  a  drop  in  the  ocean, 
by  American  citizens,  for  their  account  only,-8iki 
not  on  account  of  foreigtaers.  In  addition  to  the 
capital  of  the  merchants,  ther^  i«  a  bank  capital 
in  the  United  States  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of 
dollars,  very  little  of  which  is  owned  by  the  active 
and  enterprising  merchants,  from  which  they  de- 
rive ^feat  advantages.  But,  sir,  this  trade  to  the 
Spanish  and  French  colonies  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  on  the  Main,  is  carried  on  with  very  little 
American  capital.  The  German,  merchants  ex- 
port to  the  United  States  annually,  to  the  an^ount 
of  seven  millions,  in  eoods  peculiarly  adajpted  to 
the  trade  and  taste  of  the  colonies  or  Spam  and 
France.  Those  goods  are  generally  sold  at  six 
months'  and  at  eight  months'  credit.  Cargoes 
proper  for  those  markets  are  made  up  principally 
of  such  goods,  assorted  with  large  quantities  of 
British  manufactures,  purchased  at  a  similar  cred- 
it ;  some  claret,  flour^  and  salted  provisions. .  The 
returns  for  such  cargoes  are  made  in  sugar  and 
coffee,  which  may  fairly  be  expected  to  arrive  in 
three, Jour,  or  five  months;  of  course  in  full  time 
to  meet  the  payment  of  tl)e  goods  purchased  on  a 
credit.  It  will  be  seen,  Mr.  President,  by  this  view, 
and  it  is  correct,  that  the  West  India  trade  may  be, 
and  in  most  cases  actually  is,  carried  on,  with 
very  little  of  the  active  capital  of  our  merchants. 
The  trade  to  the  Isle  of  France  is  carried  on  also, 
in  part,  by  a  credit  obtained  on  English  goods, 
which  are  found  to  have  answered  that  market. 
I  have  known  one  car^o  go  to  that  island,  of  Brit- 
ish manufactures,  which  co>t  in-  London  £10,000, 
and  which  was  sold  immediately.  Cargoes  of 
such  goods,  assorted  with  flour,  salted  provisions, 
French  wines,  and  some  specie,  enable  your  mer- 
chants to  bring  back  cargoes  of  coffee  m  time  to 
meet  the  payment  of  ^oods  bought  on  credit,  and 
therefore  does  not  require  allthe  capital  thatmi^ht 
be  supposed  by  those  who  are  unacquainted  with 
the  commerce.  The  trade  to  Batavia  is  carried 
on  with  British  soods,  to  a  considerable  amount,, 
obtained  also  on  long  credit ;  flour,  wines,  opium, 
bar-iron,  coalj  and  dollars.  This  trade,  which 
has  been  considerable,  does  require  active  capital, 
which  those  merchants  eipployed  in  it  are  well 
known  to  be  sufficiently  wealthy  to  sopply.  I  do 
not  believe  that  one  dollar  of  Dutch,  SJianish,  or 
French  capital  is  employed  therein.  Our  com- 
merce to  Mocha,  Muscat,  China,  and  6ther  native 
countries  in  the  East,  requires  capital  But,  Mr. 
President,  to  what  does  this  trade  amount,*  for  the 
conducting  of  which,  it  is  asserted  at  home  and 
abroad,  the  American  merchants  cannot  lind  cap- 
ital ?  Why,  sir,  only  twenty^eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars! Let  gentlemen  judge  for  themselves.  Ipray 
them  to  look  at  the  Treasury  report.  It  will  be 
there  seen  that  our  exports  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  is  sixty-eight  millions ;  of  which  amount, 
twenty-eight  millions  only  are  articles  of  foreign 
produce  and  manufacture.  It  is  then  twenty- 
eight  millions  of  commerce  beyond  our  own  pro- 
duce and  consumption,  that  we  are  asked,  ^'  Where . 
do  these  merchants  find  capital  to  carry  on  ?"  Gra- 


cious God  !  Mr.  President,  where  can  that  man 
have  lived  in  America  who  'would  ask  such  a 
question  ?  Let  gentlemen  look  at  the  report  of 
the  tonnage  of  the  United  States  now  laid  on 
your  table;  they  Will  find  (with  a  small  addition 
for  unregistered  vesse)s.  not  included,)  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  own  1,200,000  tons 
of  shipping.  A  How  each  ton  to  be  worth  fifty 
dollars,  (and  this  is  less  than  the  value,)  and  the 
Vessels  of  the  United  States  may  be  estimated  at 
sixty  millions  of  dollars.  Admit  that  each  owner 
has  only  capital  equal  to  the  value  of  his  ship, 
(and  surely  no  person  will  deny  us  this,)  ana 
there  would  be  acti.ve  capital  in  the  hands  of  the 
American  ship-owners  alone,  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole. amount  of  the  annual  export  trade  of  the 
United  States,  without  the  aid  of  the  fifty  mil- 
lions of  bank  capital,  or  the  other  facilities  that  I 
have  mentioned.  The  truth  is,  Mr.  President 
that  where  there  is  collusive  trade,  it  will  be  found 
almost  invariably  to  be  for  the  account  of  British 
subjects,  and  not  for  the  account  of  their  enemies ; 
but  Unimportant  in  either  case — the  amount  not 
worth  mentioning.  The  charge  of  Americans 
covering  of  property  is  a  mere  pretext,  made  by 
the  British,  for  condemning  our  vessels.  From 
thfs  view  of  our  commerce,  it  will  be  seen  that 
our  merchants  vend  large  quantities  of  the  manu- 
factures of  GKat  Britain  to  her  enemies — I  be- 
lieve to  the  amount  of  four  millions — and  they 
receive  in  payment  cofiee  and  sugar ;  that  in  the 
transportation  thereof  to  Europe,  to  raise  the 
means  to  pay  for  those  very  goods,  she  authorizes 
the  seizure  thereof  by  her  cruisers,  and  thus  plun- 
ders our  merchants  whilst  In  a  trade  declared  fair 
and  lawful  by  her  own  Government  in  1801, 

Suppose^  Mr.  President,'  that  we  should  submit 
to  this  new  principle  of  Great  Britain;  will  not 
France  assume  the  same  ?  It  must  certainly  be 
expected.  Great  Britain  does  not,  in  times  of 
peace,  permit  American  vessels  to' trade  to  her 
West  India  islands.  France  may  say,  as  Britain 
does:  "Nor  will  I  permit  it  in  time  of  war!" 
What  would  be  the  consequence  f  We  should 
be  prevented  from  supplying  the  British  islands 
with  our  produce  to  the  annual  amount  of  six 
millions  of  dollars.  GreatBritain  would  lose  the 
sale'of  their  ruin  tp  us,  to  the  amount  of  $2,440,000, 
and  her  colonies  would  sufier  greatly  for  the  want 
df  a  regular  and  cheap  supply.  I  am  confident, 
sir,  that  Great  Britain  would  sufi*er  more,  were 
both  nations  to  enforce  this  new  principle,  than 
France.  The  latter  has  but  two  small  islands  to 
supply;  England  has  all  her  own  vast  posses- 
sions, and  all  the  important  Dutch  colonies,  which 
they  would  have  to  provide  for,  if  our  cheap  and 
easy  manner  of  supplying  them  was  prevented. 

But,  sir,  it  is  asked,  what  advantage  is  this  neu- 
tral trade  to  th«  nation  ?  It  gives,  Mr.  President, 
employtarent  to  an  immense  number  of  vessels,  it 
employs  a  large  capital,  it  gives  wealth,  (of  course, 
strength,)  to  the  nation,  and  it  gives  ^50,000  of 
a  net  revenue  to  the  Treasury,  as  stated  by  the 
Secretary — being  the  only  part  of  our  revenue 
system  which  is  not  paid  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States.    They  pay  no  part  thereof.    For 
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myself,  I  am  coDvinoed  that  the  neutral  trade  of 
the  United  States  pays  one  and  a  half  millions  in- 
to the  Treasury,  and  this,  I  verily  helieye,  will  be 
proved  by  the  difference  of  revenue  on  the  return 
of  peace,  when  other  nations  can  trade  as  well  as 
we  can. 

I  have^  Mr.  President,  thtis  taken  a  short  view 
of  the  injuries  offered  to  the  United  Stiites  in  the 
unjust  seizure  of  their  property  by  or.der  of  the 
Gk)vernment  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  imposi- 
tion of  higher  duties  on  ffoods  exported  by  her  to 
the  United  States  than  those  imposed  'on  similar 
goods  exported  to  other  nations.  I  hare  not  taken 
notice  of  the  outrageous  insults  committed  by  the 
officers. of  that  Government  on  our  natiotral  inde- 
pendence, by  the  impressing  of  our' seamen  into 
their  navy,  because  thfit  subject  has  already  been 
ably  discussed  in  th&  Senate  during  the  present 
•session.  'I  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  observe, 
that  even  the  author  of"  War  in  Disguise,"  (writ- 
ten, as  it  is  believed,  under  the, eye  of  the  British 
Minister,)  is  compelled  a^ain  to  nave  recourse  to 
British  law  to  palliate  this  violent  agg[ression  on 
the  liberty  of  our  citizens,  which  he  imposes  on 
the  English  for.  the  law  of  the  United  States. 
Every  American  will  detect  the  error.  Speak  ins  of 
British  seamen  in  American  employ,  he  says  ''but 
'  when  and  how  have  these  sailors  become  Ameri- 
'  cans  ?  By  engaging  in  her  service  during  the 
^  last  and  present  war,  and  sometimes  by  obtaining 

*  that  formal  naturalization,  which  is  gratuitously 

*  given,  after  they  have  sailed  two  years  from  an 

*  American  port."  A  misstatement  so  ^ross,  so 
devoid  of  fact,  could  deceive  no  American ;  it 
might  an  English  reader^  for  ^'a  foreign  sailor 
'  serving  two  years  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war, 
'becomes  from  that  service  a  denizen  of  Great 

*  Britain."  Not  so  in  the  United  States ;  a  for- 
eign sailor  can  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  in  no  other  way  than  any  other  alien  can. 
The  trouble  and  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  rights 
of  citizenship  is  such,  tnat  I  verily  believe  there 
never  has  been  ten  foreign  sailors  naturalized 
-within  the  United  States.  I  do  not  mean  to  in- 
clude herein  such  foreigners  as  have  become  offi- 
cers in  our  merchant  or  naval  service. 

But  why,  it  may  be  asked,  does  Great  Britain 
pursue  a  system  apparently  so  injurious  to  her 
true  interest,  and  so  hostile  to  ours?  The  an- 
swer may  be  found,  Mr.  President,  in  the  same 
book,  page  71.  "  They  (Americans)  supplant  or 
'  rival  the  British  merchant  throughout  the  conti- 
'  nent  of  Europe,  and  in  all  the  markets  of  the 
^Mediterranean;  they  supplant  even  the  manu- 
'  factures  of  Manchester,  Birmingham,  and  York- 
'  shire ;  for  the  Iboms  and  forges  of  Gern^any  are 

*  rivalling  us  by  the  ample  supplies  by  the  neutral 

*  (meaning  American)flagt0  every  partof  the  New 

*  world."  Here,  Mr.  President,  is  shown  the  true 
cause  of  our  growing  prosperity.  Great  Britain 
looks  with  a  jealous,  envious  eye  at  our  increased 
and  increasing  commerce;  at  the  immense  com- 
mercial tonnage  of  the  United  States.  It  is  seen 
that  we  have  capital  equal  to  our  trade,  and  that 
we  have  superior  enterprise,  and  intelligence  not 
iuf^Tior  to  their  mercliaQts.    Yes,  air,  we  do  sup- 


plant (not  rival)  the  British  merchant  every- 
where where  we  can  can  meet  him  on  equal  terms. 
Yes.  sir,  we  have  set  the  looms  of  Germany  to 
work,  and  with  their  labor  do  we  supply  the  New 
World.  Pass  thi?  resolution,  Mr.  President,  and 
the  looms  of  Germany  will  be  continued  in  motion 
after  a  peace.  Let  the  Irish  niMion  consider  the 
effect.  Let  the  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain 
look  welt  to  the  consequence  of  our  once  being 
diverted  fropi  the  consumption  of  their  goods. 
We  may  never  again  return.  Let  the  West  India 
planter  look  to  our  cdnsumption  of  his  rum  to  the 
amount,  annually,  of  $2,440-000,  and  let  him  re- 
collect that  French  brandy  will  answer  every 
purpose. 

Already,  Mr.  President,  I  -am  sensible  that  I 
have  taken  up  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  importance  of  the  subject,  will,  I  hope, 
induce  gentlemen  to  continue  their  further  atten- 
tion, whilst  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  the  oper- 
ation of- the  resolution  on  our  nation  as  well  as 
on  Great  Britain.  1  am  free  to  confess  that  this 
resolution  does  not  go  tl^e  length  I  was  prepared 
to  ^o;  however,  I  have  been  induced,  by  the  rea- 
soning of  gentlemen,  to  confine  the  prohibition  to 
such  goods  as  could  be  obtained  in  other  coun- 
tries, or  in  our  own,  on  terms  nearly  as  cheap  as 
those  we  now  get  them  at  from  Ureat  Britain. 
The  argument  used,  that  we  ought  to  adopt  no 
system  that  w«.cQuld  not,  without  injury  to  our- 
selves, perpetually  maintain,  had  its  influence  on 
my  mind,  and  probably  will  have  a  proper  effect 
on  Great  Britain.  It  ought  to  have,  for  she  Well 
knows  the  difficulty  of  drawing  back  a  commerce 
after  it  bias  taken  another  courte. 

The  first  article  in  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration,  and  the  importation  whereof  from 
Great  Britain  is  proposed  to  be  prohibited,  is 
^  Wobllens — On  this  article  I  shall  make  no  other 
remark  than  that  fine  cloihs  can  be  procured  in 
France  as  cheap  as  they  can  now  be  purchased 
in  London.  Perhaps  gentlen^ien  may  not  be  wil- 
ling to  prohibit  the  importation  of  coarse  wool- 
lens; if  they  should  not,  I  will  not  oppose  their 
wishes ;  the  quantity  required  of  coarse  woollens 
could  not  easily,  I  believe,  be  procured  on  the 
continent.  In  many  of  the  States  the  wants  of 
the  people  would  be  supplied  by  their  own  in- 
dustry« 

Linens— This  important  article  can  be  procured 
in  Germany  as  cheap  as  in  Ireland.  The  British 
Government,  it  is  true^  give  aid  to  that  manufac- 
ture by  a  bounty  on  export  of  one  penny  halfpen- 
ny sterling  for  every  yard  under  the  cost  of  eigh- 
teen pence  sterling,  which  make  ihem  come  on 
terms  something  better  to  the  consumer,  but  not 
much.  It  is  our  taste,  it  is  the  habit  we  have  been 
in,.of  wearing  Irish  linens,  that  ioduces  a  prefer- 
enee.  Other  nations  prefer  German  linens.  So 
shall  we,  when,  by  this  resolution,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  make,  use  of  them.  A  short  time  to 
make  the  trial,  and  our  taste  may  induce  a  con- 
tinuance even  after  just  arraogemeots  shall  be 
made  with  Great  Britain.  Already  a  preference 
is  given  to  German  fine  linens  by  those  ivbo  wear 
them.    No  other  nation  except  the  British  and 
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Araerican,  purchase  Irish  lioens ;  all  others  prefer 
the  CfermaQ  and  French  linens.  If  you  pass  this 
resolution,  her  best  customer  is  lost  to  Ireland, 
perhaps  forerer.  I  pray  gentlemen  to  recollect 
what  I  have  already  stated,  to  wit:  That  Ireland* 
sensible  that  the  four  per  cent,  ezpqrt  duty  laid  on 
British  ^oods  to  the  United  States,  would  be  hig^h- 
ly  injurious  to  her,  remonstrated  against  it  as  de- 
structive of  their  interest,  asan  inducement  wtiich 
they  feared,  and  with  justice,  would  divert  the 
Americans  from  the  use  of  their  linens.  What  was 
the  consequence  ?  An  immediate  repeal  of  that 
duty,  so  far  as  it  related  to  linens..  Will  their  re* 
monstrance  be  less  strong  when  they  find  we  havf 
prohibited  their  importation  altogether?  Will 
thev  be  less  heard  or  attended  to  ?  Yes,  sir,  they 
will  be  heard,  especially  when  they  can  say  that 
this  evil  is  brought  oa  them  by  an  act  of  injus- 
tice on  the  part  of  the  British  Qoverninent  to- 
wards u6 ;  and  they  will  ably  contribute  their  aid  to 
obtain  for.  us  justice,  agreeably  to  the  well  known 
laws  of  nations. 

Rum — This  expensive  and  destructive  article 
is  consumed  by  toe  English  and  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  only.  If  the  West  India  plan- 
ten  lose  our  custom,  they  cannot  find  purchasers 
elsewhere.  We  consume  of  that  article,  annually, 
to  the  amount  of  $2,444,000.  This  enables  the 
planter  to  pay  for  his  provisions  for  his  family 
and  his  slaves.  Cut  off  this  fund  from  him,  and 
he  will  severely  feel  the  loss.  I  consider  this  bt- 
ticle  among  the  most  important  proposed;  it  will 
cause  that  valuable  elate  of  people,  the  British 
colonists,  to  inquire  into  the  cause  ;  they  will  find 
that  we  have  been  cruelly  oppressed,  our  prop- 
erty unjustly  seized^  and  they  will  join  their  com- 
plaints to  those  of  Ireland ;  they  must  be  heard  ; 
yes.  Mr.  President,  they  will  be  heard,  when 
they  tell  tbe  Minister  that  French  brandy  will 
soon  supply  the  place. of  their  rtrm  ;  that  when 
the  Americans  have  once  taken  a  taste  for  French 
brandy,  they  never  may,  and  probably  never  will, 
return  to  the  use  of  their  rum.  But^  it  is  said,  that 
our  revenue  will  suffer  by  prohibiting  the  import- 
ation of  this  article.  Not  one  dollar,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. The  law  will  not  take  effect  until  Novem- 
ber, and  the  revenue  could  not  thereby  be  affected 
until  May,  18()7,  when  the  last  bonds  for  duties 
thereon  would  become  due,  before  which  time 
brandies  from  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  would  be 
imported  to  meet  the  full  amount  of  an  ties  that 
might  have  been  raised  on  rum,  if  the  importa- 
tion had  continued.  The  brandy  of  France  and 
Itnly  would  be  parcf  for  by  our  tobacco,  flour,  and 
rice ;  that  of  Spain  by  the  two  latter  articles. 

Hardware — This  article,  as  suited  to  our  taste, 
we  can  procure  in  no  other  country  than  Great 
Britain.  It  was  supposed,  by  our  committee,  that 
there  were  sufficient  in  the  country  for  two  years' 
consumption — before  which  time  a  general  peace 
would  probably  be  made. 

Hats,  nails,  glassware,  boots  and  shoes,  can  be,  or 
already  are,  made  in  quantities  nearly  sufficient  for 
our  own  consumption;  with  thisencouragi;ment 
our  own  manufacturers  will  be  found  equal  to  all 


our  wants.    Nay,  we  do  now  export  hats,  boots, 
and  shoes. 

Coal  and  slate  are  in  great  abundance  in  our 
owfi  country. 

Lodking-^lasseci,  ribbons,  and  silks  of  all  kinds, 
can  be  obtained  cheaper  in  France.  China,  ana 
Italy,  than  in  England;  yet,  such  nas  been  our 
predilection  for  British  goods,  such  is  the  strength 
of  habit,  that  we  have,  notwithstanding,  ^one  to 
England  for  those  ^oods.  This  resolution  will 
break  the  charm,  and  we  sh^iU  probably  never  re* 
turn  there  for  such  goods. 

Salt — This  is  an  article  highly  important,  as  it 
respects  Gfeat  Britain.  We  import  thereof  from 
h6r  dominions,  annually,  to  the  value  of  $462,392, 
being  2,111,401  bushels. '^  To  lose  our  custom  on 
this  highly  important  article,  would  be  severely 
felt  by  Qrelit  Britain.  By  us  it  would  not  be  felt 
to  an]y  extent,  fdr  we  should  easily  replace  that 
quantity  from  Lisbon,  Cadiz,  and  other  parts  of 
Spain,  with  salt,  as  I  am  informed  by  my  learned 
friend  from  New  York,  more  wholesome,  and 
certainly  much  better  for  all  purposes. 

Let  not  gentlemen  fear  a  loss  of  revenue.  I 
have  taken  a  view  of  that  subject,  and  am  confi- 
dent the  loss  w^ill  be  trifling ;  it  will  never  be  felt. 
I  take  leave  to  &abmit  the  following  view  of  this 
subject : 

The  du{y  paid  annually  on  the*  following  arti- 
cles imported  from  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
encies, are— ■ 

On  linens $21,429 

Rum 1,100,000 

Salt -     400,000 

Coal 20,000 

Nails 70,000 

Boots  and  shoes   .       -        -       -       -       10,000 


Woollens  and  theoth^r  articles, of  which 
the  precise  amount  of  duty  cannot 
be  obtained ;  I  presume  they  might 


amount  to 


1,621,429 


300,000 
1.921,429 


This  amount  mav,  and  certainly  will,  be  met 

by.  the  following  suSstitutes,  to  wit : 

Duly  on  linens  from  Gkrmany    -        -     $21,429 

Duty  on  brandy  from  Spain,  France, 
and  Italy 1,100,000 

Duty.  00  salt  from  Portugal,  Spain,  Ita- 
ly, and  Cape  de  Verd  Islands    -        -     400,000 

Duty  on  silks,  fine  woollens,  ribbons, 
and  lookingtglasses,  from  France,  Ita- 
ly, China,  and  Spain        -        -        -     100,000 

1,621,429 
Probable  loss  of  duties   -       -     300,000 


1,921,429 


If  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  that 
the  importation  of  coarse  woollens  and  hardwares 
shall  not  be  prohibited,  then  I  do  not  believe  there 
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will  be  one  'dollar  loss  of  revenue,  if  tbe  resolu- 
tion should  pa^s. 

But,  Mr.  President,  no  deficiency  can  be  felt  in 
any  case  prior  to  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of  1807, 
even  if  a  total  prohibition  of  all  importations  was 
intended.  I  pray  gentlemen  to  attend  to  this  sub- 
ject. The  Spring  importation  will  arrive  in  a  fe^ 
weeks ;  of  course  no  effect  can  be  had  on  that.  The 

{roods  for  the  Autumn  are  now  preparing  in  Eng- 
and ;  they  will  come  at  the  usual  time ;  tbe  bonds 
taken  for  the  duties  thereoo,  will  be  payable  in 
eight,  ten,  and  twelv>  months;  of  course,  as  usual, 
in  the  months  of  June,  August,  and  Octooer,  1807. 
Something  decisive  must  happpen  before  that  pe- 
riod; a  negotiation  will  certainly'commence,  and, 
if  gentlemen  choose,  a  power  inay  be  given  ih  the 
bin  to  the  Pri^sident  to  suspend  its  operation,  if  it 
shall  flfppear  to  him  that  the  British  Government 
are  disposed  to  enter  into  ap  equitable  arraroge- 
ment  of  all  disputes  between  the  two  nations. 

I  have  thus  endeavored,  Mr.  President  (and  I 
hope  I  iiave  succeeded)  to  show  that  the  mieasure 
proposed  is  not  a  war  measure;  that  if  carried 
into  effect 'it  is  capable  ofmateriall^r  afiecting  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain  Without  injuring  our- 
selves ;  that  our  revenue  will  not  be  affected 
thereby  to  any  considerable  amount;  that  we 
have  justice  on  our  side;  and  that  the  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  has  been  unjust  and  cruel  towards 
the  United  States.  If  any  gentleman  should  still 
doubt  as  to  the  law  Of  nations  beitig  against  the 
doctrine  of  Great  Britain  in  the  dispute  in  ques- 
tion, I  pray  him  to  read  the  book  laid  on  our  ta- 
ble^ to  wit :  '^An  Examination  of  the  British  Doc- 
'  trine  which  subjects  to  capture  a  neutral  trade, 
'  not  open  in  time. of  peace."  A  book,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, written  to  the  understanding,  not  to  the  pas- 
sions, stating  incontrovertible  facts,  on  which  to 
form  the  judgment ;  a  book  that  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  be  translated  into  the  languages  of  all  the 
maritime  Powers;  and  will,  hereafter,  be  quoted 
as  containing  truths  that  may  be  relied  upon. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  was  further 
postponed. 


Tuesday,  March  11. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  thr  provisions  of 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  took  info  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  on 
the  4th  instant,  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  tbe  refugees 
from  the  British  provmces  of  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia ;"  and  after  progress,  the  bill  was  commit- 
ted to  Messrs.  Bradley,  Tracy,  and  Baldwin,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  <*An  act  for  .establishing  rales  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  f  and  the^bill  having  been  further 
amended, 


Eesoludy  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  prohibiting  for  a  lim* 
ited  time,  tne  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States  and  the  territories  thereof," 
was  read  the  third  time;  and  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  qegative. 
So  tbe  bill  was  lost. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bttl,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  ^An  act  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  passed  the  21st  day  of  December, 
1804,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect 
a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign 
ports. 

Wednesday,  March  12. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
ma<)e  on  the  6th  instant,  for  the  location  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  beeiven  as 
a  bounty  to  actual  settlers,  who  shall  be  liable  to 
be  called  into  service  for  the  defence  of  said  Ter- 
ritory. 

Ordereij  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Wor- 
THiNcrroN,   Anderson,  Adair,    Bradley,  and 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  to  consider  andreport  tbereoa 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 
.  A  motion  was  made, 

"  Thai  a  «omnu(tee  be  appdnted,  to  joUi  with  sueh 
committee  as  the  House  of  Representatiyes  may  ap* 
point  on  their  part,  to  consider  and  report  what  bun* 
ness  is  necessary  tQ  be  done  by  Congress  in  the  present 
session*" 

The  Senate  resiXmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  passed  tbe  21st  day  of  December,  1804, 
so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  tbe  City 
Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vesseb  from  ftureiga 
ports." 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read* 
ing. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideratiou,  as  in  Comt 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill^  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  .entitled  'An  act  concerning  the 
library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Cougress ;" 
and  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend* 
ments  reported  by  the  committee  to  tbe  bill,  enti* 
tied  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 
of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives,"  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
having  agreed  thereto,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

Thursday,  March  13; 
The  S^hate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
made  yesterday,  ^  That  a  committee  be  appointed, 
to  join  such  committee  as  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  may  appoint  on  their  pfirt,  to  consider 
and  report  what  business  is  necessary  ro  be  done 
by  Congress  in  the  present  session ;  and  the  mo- 
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tion  having  been  adopted,  Messrs.  Wortbinqton 
and  Baldwin  were  appointed  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

•  Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  10th  of  January  last,  the  mo- 
tion for  a  revision  of  the  rules  for  conducting  busi- 
ness in  the  Senate,  made  report.;  which  wasread^ 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  isaue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to 
the  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same ;  and  having  amended  the  bill,  it  was  report- 
ed to  the  House  accordingly. 


Friday,  March  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  a  National  Academy;  and  it. 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading." 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  of  Grilbert 
C.'Russel,  a  captain  in  the  militia  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  statin?  that  he  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed thence  to  the  Natchez,  in  the  year  1803;  and 
that,  in  pursuance  of  this  order,  he,  together  with 
the  company  under  his  command,  performed  di- 
vers military  services ;  and  that  he,  moreover,  iq 
that  serviee,  made  considerable  pecuniary  dis- 
bursements, for  all  which  he  prays  compensation  ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary foe  the  Department  of  War  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  enabling  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the 
Government  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  con- 
demnation of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  the 
Hen  rick,  and  her  cargo,"  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Ordered,  That  the  fufther  consideration  of 
this  bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Landais,".  was  read  the  third  time ;  and.  on 
motion  to  strike  out  the  word  "si^,"  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  the  word  **  three,"  thereby  to  re- 
duce the  sum  proposed  for  his  relief  to  three  thou' 
sand  dollars,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  bv  one  of  the  majority,  it  was  agreed 
to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  and  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  six." 

On  motion,  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  word  ^five," 
it  passed  in  the  negative;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
agreed  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  word  "  four." 

On  the  question,  shall  the  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
19,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

YsAS<— MeMTi.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard, 
Coadit,  Gihnan,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maday,  MitchUl, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennes" 


see,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Thruston,  Tannery  White, 
Worthington,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Gaillard,  Hill- 
house,  Moore,  Pickering,  Phimer,  Smith  of  New  York. 
Sumter,  and  Tracy. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  Thit  this  bill  pass  as 
amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  amend  an  act,  en- 
titled ^An  act  concerning  the  library  for  the  use 
of  both, Houses  of  Congress,"  was  read  the  third 
time;  and,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass? 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill 
was  lost. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  further  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  25,  nays  2,  as 
follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard, 
Bradlev,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Gihnan,  Hillhonse,  How- 
land,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Pickeringt 
Plumer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Sum- 
ter, Tracy,  Worthington,  and  WrighL  . 

Nats — Mes8n»  Stone  and  Turner. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  do  pass,  that 
it  ie  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 

f  rants  anid  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
escribed,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappreprjated  lands  within  the  same." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, passed  the  21st  day  of  December,  1804,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty 
on  the  tonnac^e  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  i)ostponed. 

The  bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governments,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  consideration  thereof  post- 
poned. •  •    • 

The  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees 
of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  George- 
town." 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

MoNOAY,  March  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  27th  of  February  )asi  on  th€ 
subject ;  and  resolved  that  two  hundred  copies  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
amendments  which  have  been  made  thereto,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
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informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  LandaiSj"  and  in- 
sist on  their  said  bill,  and  request  a  conference 
with  the  Senate  thereooj  and  have  appointed  man- 
agers on  their  part. 

Tfa6  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  requesting 
a  conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Landais." 

Resolved^  That  they  ^gree  thereto,  and  that 
Messrs.  Bradley  and  Mitghill  be  managers 
thereof  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

EX-BASHAW  OF  TRIPOLI 

Mr.  Bradlet,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  16th  of  January  last,  to  consider  the  Mes- 
rage  of  the  President  of  the  United  'States  of  the 
13th  of  January^  respecting  the  application  of 
Hamet  Caramalli,  nude  the  following  report : 

The  ex-Bashaw  founds  his  claim  on  the  justice  of 
the  United  States,  from  his  services  and  suffering  in 
their  cause>  and  from  his  having  been  deceived  and 
amused  with  the  prospect  of  being  placed  on  his  throne, 
as  legitimate  Sovereign  of  Tripoli,  and  frequently 
drawn  from  eligible  situations  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing made  the  dupe  and  instrument  of  policy,  and  finally 
sacrificed  to  misfortune  and  wretchedness.  The  com- 
mittee, from  a  full  investigation  of  the  documents  which 
have  been  laid  before  Congress,  with  other  evidence 
that  has  come  within  their  knowledge,  are  enabled  to 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  brief  statement  of  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  the  result  of  their  delibera- 
tions thereon* 

This  unfortunate  prince,  by  the  treason  and  perfidy 
of  his  brother,  the  reigning  Bashaw,  was  driven  from 
his  throne,  an  exile,  to  the  Regency  of  Tunis ;  where 
the  agents  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
found  him ;  and  as  early  as  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  one,  entered  into  a  convention  to  co-operate  with 
him,  the  object  of  which  was  to  obtain  a  permanent 
peace  with  Tripoli,  to  place  the  ex-Bashaw  on  his 
throne,  and  procure  indemnification  for  aU  expense  in 
accomplishing  the  same.  This  agreement  was  renewed 
in  November  f3Uowing,  with  encouragement  that  the 
United  States  would  persevere,  until  they  had  efifegted 
the  object ;  and  in  eighteen  hundred  and  two,  when 
the  reigning  Bashaw  had  made  overtures  to  the  ex- 
Bashaw  to  settle  on  him  the  two  provinces  of  Peme 
and  Bengasi,  and  when  the  ex-Bashaw  was  on  the 
point  of  leaving  Tunis,  under  an  escort  fumiBhed  him 
by  the  reigning  Bashaw,  the  agents  of  the  United  States 
prevailed  on  him  to  abandon  the  offer,  with  assurance 
that  the  United  States  would  effectually  co-operate,  and 
place  him  on  the  throne  of  Tripoli. 

The  same  engagements  were  renewed  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  three,  and  the  plan  of  co-operation  so  ar- 
ranged, that  the  ex^Bashaw,  by  his  own  exertions  and 
force,  took  possession  of  the  province  of  Derne ;  but  the 
American  squadron,  at  that  time  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Morris,  instead  of  improving  that  favor- 
able moment  to  co-operate  with  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war,  unfortunately  abandoned  the 
Baibary  coast,  and  left  the  -  ex-Bashaw  to  contend 
solely  with  all  the  force  of  the  reigning  Bashaw,  and 
who  in  consequence  was  obliged;  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  foar,  to  give  up  his  conquest 
of  Derne,  and  fly  from  the  fury  of  the  usurper  into 


Egypt  These  ^transactions  were,  from  time  to  time^ 
not  only  communicated  by  our  agents  to  Govemmenty 
but  were  laid  before  Congress  in  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  four,  in  the  documents  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Mr* 
Eaton,  late  Consul  at  Tunis,  which  committee  expressed 
their  decided  approbation  of  his  official  conduct,  and 
to  which  r^ort  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

In  the  full  possession'of  the  knowledge  of  these  facts, 
the  Government  ef  the  United  States,  in  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fbur,  despatched  Commodore  Barron,  with 
a  squadron,  into  the  Mediterranean,  and  in  his  instruc- 
tions submitted  to  his  entire  discretion  the  subject  of 
availing  hiniself  of  the  co-operation  of  the  ex-Bashaw, 
and  referring  him  to  Mr.  Eaton  as  an  agent  sent  out 
by  Government  for  that' purpose. 

Afler  Commodore  Barron  had  arrived  on  the  station^ 
in  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  he  despatched 
Mr.  Eaton  and  Captain  Hull  into  Egypt,  to  find  the 
ex-Bashaw,  with  instructions  to  assure  him  that  the 
Commodore  would  take  the  most  effectual  measures 
with  the  forces  under  his  command,  to  co-operate  with 
him  against  the  usurper,  his  brother,  and .  to  establish 
him  in  the  Regency  of  Tripoli.  Afler  encountering 
many  difficulties  and  dangers,  the  ex-Bashaw  was 
found  in  Upper  Egypt  with  the  Mamelukes,  and 
commanding  the  Aratra;  the  same  assurances  were 
again  made  to  him,  and ,  a  convention  was  reduced  to 
writings  the  stipulations  of  which  had  the  same  objects 
in  view ;  the  United  States  to  obtain  a  permanent  peace 
and  their  prisoners,  the  ex-Bashaw  to  obtain  his  throne. 
Under  these  impressions,  and  with  the  fullest  confi- 
dence in  the  assurances  he  had  received  from  the  agents 
of  the  United  StateS,  and  even  from  Cpmmodore  Barron 
himself,  by  one  of  his  (the  Bashaw's)  secretaries,  whom 
he  had  sent  to  wait  on  the  Commodore  for  thatpuipose, 
he  gave  up  his  prospects  in  Egypt,  abandoned  his 
property  in  that  country,  constituted  Mr.  Eaton  genr 
era!  and  commander-in-chief  of  his  forces,  and  with 
such  an  army  as  he  waS  able  to  raise  and  support, 
marched  through  the  Lybian  desert,  suffering  every 
hardship  incident  to  such  a  perilous  undertaking ;  and 
with  his  army,  commanded  by  General  Eaton,  aided  by 
O'Bannon  and  Mann,  three  American  ofiicers,  who 
shared'  with  him  the  dangers  and  hardahips  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  whose  names  their  country  will  forever  re- 
cord with  honor,  attacked  the  city  of  Derne  in  the  Re* 
gency  of  Tripoli,  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April, 
one  Uiousana  eight  hundred  and  five,  and,  after  a  welU 
fought  battle,  took  the  «ame ;  and  for  the  first  time 
planted  the  American  colon  on  the  ramparts  of  a  Tri- 
politan  fort.  And  in  several  battles  afterwards,  one  of 
which  besought  without  the  aid  of  the  Americana, 
(they  having  been  restrained  by  orders,  not  warranted  by 
any  policy,  issued  as  appears  by  Mr.  Lear,  the  Amen* 
can  Consul,)  defeated  the  army  of  the  usurper,  with 
great  slaughter,  maintained  his  conquest,  and,  without 
the  hazard  of  a  repulse,  would  have  marched  to  the 
throne  of  Tripoli,  had  he  been  supported  by  the  co-ope> 
ration  of  the  American  squadron,  which  in  honor  and 
good  faith  he  had  a  right  to  expect.  The  committee 
would  here  explicitly  declare,  that,  in  their  opmion,  no 
blame  ought  t6  attadii  to  Commodore  Barron.  A  wast- 
ing sickness,  and  a  consequent  mental  as  well  as  bodily 
debility,  had  rendered  him  totally  unable  to  exercise  the 
duties  of  commanding  the  squadron,  previously  to  this 
momentous  crisis,  and  from  which  he  has  never  re- 
covered ;  and  to  this  cause  alone  may  be  attributed  the 
final  failure  of  the  plan  of  co-operation  which  appears 
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to  have  been  wisely  eoiuseited  by  the  GoTeinmenty.and 
hitherto  brayely  executed  by  its  officers. 

But,  however  unpleasant  the  task,  the  committee  are 
compelled,  by  the  oUigations  of  truth  and  duty,  to  stale 
further  that  Mr.  Lear,  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  power 
of  negotiating  the  peace,  appears  to  have  gained  a  com- 
plete ascendency  over  the  Commodore,  thu»  debilitated 
by  sickness ;  or  rather,  having  assumed*  th^  command 
in  the  name  of  the  Commodore,*  to  have  dictated  every 
measure ;  to  have  paralyzed  evey  military  operation  by 
aea  and  land ;  and  finally,  without  displaying  the  fleet 
or  squadron  before  Tripoli,  without  consulting  even,  the 
safety  of  the  ex-Bashaw  or  his  army,  against  the  opin- 
ion of  all  the  officers  of  .the  fleet,  so  far  as  the  com- 
mittee have  been  able  to  obtain  the  same,  and  of  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  (as  appears  from  Mr.  Lear's  letter  t  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Syracuse  harbor,  July 
6th,  1805,)  to  have  entered  into  a- convention  with  the 
reigning  Bashaw,  by  which,  contrary  to  his  instructions, 
he  stipulated  to  pay  him  sixty  thousand  dollars,  to 
abandon  the  ex-BashaWy  and  to  withdraw  all  sid  and 
assistance  from  his  army.  And  although  a  stipulation 
Was  made  that  the  wife  and  children  of  the  ex-Bashaw 
should  be  delivered  to  him  on  his  withdrawing  from 
the  territories  of  Tripoli,  yet  that  stipulation  has  not 
been  carried  into  execution,  and  it  is  highly  probable 
was  never  intended  to  be.  The  committee  forbear  to 
make  any  comment  on  the  impropriety  of  the  orders 
issued  to  General  Eaton  to. evacuate  Derne,  five  days 
previous  to  Mr,  Lear's  sailing  from  Malta  for  Tripoli, 
to  enter  on  his  negotiation ;  and  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion forbids  any  remarks  on  the  unworthy  attempt  to 
compel  the  ex-Bashaw  and  General  Eaton  to  give  up 
and  abandon  their  conquest,  by  withholding  supplies 
from  the  army  at  Derne,  eight  days  previous  to  the 
Commencement  of  the  negotiation ;  nor  will  the  com- 
mittee condescend  to  enter  into  a  consideration'  of  pre- 
tended reasons,  assigned  by  Mr.  Lear,  to  palliate  his 
management  of  the  aflfairs  of  the  negotiation ;  such  as, 
the  danger  of  the  American  prisoners  in  TripoU,  the 
unfitness  of  the  ships  for  service,  and  the  want  of  means 
to  prosecute  the  war ;  they  appear  to  the  committee  to 

*  Extract  of  a, letter  from  Captain  Pent 
-  "  It  is  generally-  believed,  by  the  officers  in  the  Medi- 
terraiiean,  that  Mr.  Lear  had  a  great  ascendency  over 
the  Commodore  in  all  his  measures  relative  to  the 
squadron ;  and  from  frequent  observations  of  Mr.  Lear's 
intimacy  with  the  Commodore,  during  his  debilitated 
state,  I  am  t)f  the  saime  opinion. 

I  <<-!  must  hero  pay  a  tribute  of  justice  te^  Commodore 
Rodgers,  whoser  cMiduct  doriii^  the  negotiatiea  on 
board,  was  mixed  with  that  manly  firmness  and  evi* 
dent  wish  to  continue  the  war  if  it  could  be  done  widi 
j^priety,  while  he  displayed  the  magnanimity  of  An 
American,  in  declaring  that  we  flmght  not  for  conquest 
but  to  maintaiil  our  just  rights  and  national  dignity,  am 
fiiUy  convinced  the  negotiators  that  we  did  not  ask,  but 
grant  peace. 

<<  Yon  will  pardon  me  if  I  here  introduce  a  circum- 
stance evincive  of  the  spirit  of  our  countrymen.  At 
Ineakfast  this  moming,  Commodore  Rodgers  observed 
that  if  the  Bashaw  would  consent  to  deliver  up  our 
countrymen  without  making  peace,  he  would  engage  to 
give  him  two  hundred  thousand  instead  of  sixty  thon^ 
sand  dollars,  and  raise  the  difference  between  the  two 
sums  from  the  oflkers  of  the  navy,  who  he  vr as. perfectly 
assured,  would  contiibnto  to- it  with  the  highest  8ati»* 


have  no  foundation  in  fact,  and  are  used  raiher  as  a  veil 
to  cover  an  inglorious  deed,  than  solid  feasons  to  justify 
the  negotiator's  conduct.  ■  The  committee  are  free  to 
say,  that,  hi  their  opinion,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  force  then  employed,  ^nd  a  small 
portion  of  the  sixty  thousand  dollars,  thus  improperly 
expended,  to  have  placed  Hamet  Carainalli,  the  right- 
ful sovereign  of  Tripoli,  on  his  throne ;  to  have  obtained 
their  prisoners  in  perfect  safety,*  without  the  payment 
of  a  cent,  with  assurance,  and  probable  certainty,  of 
eventual  remuneration  for  all  expenses ;  and  to  have 
established  a  peace  with  the  Barbery  Powers,  tiiat 
would  have  been  secure  and  permanent,' and  which 
would  have  dignified  the  name  and  character  of  the 
American  pepple. 

Whatever  Hamet,  the  ex-Bashaw,  may  have  said, 
in  his  letter  of  June  39th,  1805,  to  palliate  the  conduct 
which  first  abandoned  and  then  ruined  him,  the  Senp 
ate  cannot  fail  to  discern  that  he  was  then  at  Syracuse, 
in  a  country  of  strangers  to  his  merits^  and  hostile  to 
his  nation  and  religion,  and  where  every  drcumsti^noe 
conspired  to  depress  him,  which,  together  with  the  fear 
of  starving,  left  him  scarcely  a  moral  agent. 

Upon  these  facts,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  princi- 
ple o/  duty  arising  out  of  them,  the  only  remuneration 
now  left  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  make,  the 
committee  herewith  present  a  bill  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  The  committee  are  confident  that  the 
Legislature  of  a  free  and  Christian  country,  can  never 
leave  it  in  the  power  of  a  Mahometan  to  say  that  they 
violate  their  faith,  or'withhold  the  operations  of  justice 
from  one  who  has  fallen  a  victim  to  his  unbounded  con- 
fidence in  their  integrity  and  honor. 

The  -report  was  ordei^d  to  lie  for  coosideration. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  same  connmittee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramaili, 
ex-'Bashaw  of  Tripoli ;''  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Tuesday,  March  18. 

The  VidE  President  being  absent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  aPaEsiDENT  pro  tern" 
porCf  as^the  Constitutioa  provides,  and  the  honor- 
able Samq^ L  Smith  was  appoiated. 

Ordered^  That  th^.Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  tho  Uoited  States  and  acquaint  him  that 
the  Senate  have,  in  the  absence  o/  the  Vice  PRsa- 
iDCKT,  elected  the  honorable  Samuel  Smith  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  pmfempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  a  like  com- 
tnunicatioQ  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions for  consideration,  which  were  read : ' 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 
fives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the 
patriotism,  intrepidity,  and  valor,  of  William  Eaton, 
late  General-in-Chief  of  the  army  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of 


*  Extract  from  a  letter  of  Commodore  Rodgers. 
**  I  never  thought  the  prisoners  were  in  danger." 
Extract  from  a  letter  of  Lieutenant  Woimeley,  then  a 
prisoner  in  TripolL 
'<I  do  not  believe  that  there  was  any.  danger  to  be 
apprehend^-  for  our  lives,  even  if  Gbnaral  Eaton  and 
Hamet  Bashaw  had  have  masefaed  under  the  walls  of 
Tripoli.'' 
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Tripoli,  and  of  Priestly  N.  O'Bannoii,  uid^  George 
Washington  Mann,  three  American  officcn,  who,  with 
m  small  number  of  American  marines  and  the  forces  of 
the  ex-Bashaw,  composed  of  Greeks  and  Arabs,  cour- 
ageously marched  tlurough  the  Libyan  desert,  defeated 
the  TripoIItan  army  near  Deme,  and  took  that  city  on 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April, .  eighteen  hundred 
and  five,  and  for  the  £rst  time  spread  the  American  ea- 
gle in  Afirica,  on  the  ramparts  of  a  Tripolitan  fort,  and 
thereby  contributed  to  release  three  hundred  American 
prisoners  from  bondage  in  Tripoli 

<*  Reaotfftd,  As  a  further  testimony  of  the  gratitude 
of  their  country,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  surveyed,  within  the  limits 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  now  open -for 
•ale,  as  the  said  William  Eaton  shall  elect,  a  township 
of  six  miles  square,  to  be  called  Deme,  as  a  memorial 
of  the  conquest  of  that  city,  forever ;  and  to  caose  to 
be  laid  out,  surveyed,  and  granted,  to  the  said  William 
£aton,in  one  entire  tract,  within  the  said  township, 

thousand  acres ;  and  to  Priestly  X^.  O'Bannon 

and  George  Washington  Mann,  each thousand 

acres ;  and  to  Arthur  Campbell,  Bernard  0*Brian,  Da- 
vid Thomas,  and  James  Owen,  the  only  surviving  ma- 
rines who  served  as  volunteers  in  that  expedition,  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  each ;  to  be  granted  to  them, 
respectively,  their  heirs,  and  assigns,  forever."* 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the 4th  of  February  last,  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or 
acts  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  pub- 
lic debt,"  reported  the  bill  with  amendments, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration. 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  for 
the  Department  of  War,  dated  15th  of  January, 
1805,  respecting  the  rations  of  the  officers  of  the 
army,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  who  are 
hereby  authorized  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Thacy,  Bradliiy,  and 
Baldwin,  be  the  committee. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to 
the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate 
were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ; 
and,  baring  been  further  amended,  were  adopted 
and  reported  to  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  they  pa$s  to  a  third  readioff. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  thifd  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  enabling  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  make  restitution  ^o  the  €K)vem- 
mens  of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  condemna- 
tion  of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  the  Henrick, 
and  her  cargo." 

Ordered,  That  the* farther  consideration  of  tbe 
bill  be  postponed. 

The. bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping 
and  navij^ation  of  tbe  United  States  was  resumed, 
and  the  (urther  consideration  of  the  bill  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  the  31st  day  of 
March.  , 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aat  to  incorporate  the  trus- 
tees of  tbe  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  George- 
town," was  read  tbe  third  time ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion. Shall  the  biU  pass  %  it  was  determined  in  tbe 
affirmative— yeas  10;  nays  10,  as  follows : 


YsAS-^Measia.  Adams,  Baldwin,  Bay«rd,  Gilmaa, 
Hillhouae,  Logan,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Plumer,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stone,  Thruston, 
Tracy,  White,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Kitchel, 
Maclay,  Moore,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Ver- 
mont,  Sumter,  and  Turner. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 


Wednesday,  Marcb  19- 

The  Senate  were  informed  that  James  Jack- 
SON,  one  of  their  members,  from  the  State'of  Gieor- 
gia,  had  deceased  the  last  night,  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  James 
Jackson,  and  that  the  Senate  will  attend  the 
same  j  and  that  notice  of  the  event  be  given  to 
the  House  of  Representatives ;  and. 

Ordered,  That  this  committee  consist  of  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Sumter,  and  Wright. 

Resolved^  unanimously,  That  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every 
mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  James 
Jackson,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will 
go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  nsual 
mode,  of  wearing  a  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

The  Senate  adjourhed. 


Thursday,  March  20. 

A  message  frojn  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  James  Jackson,  Esquire,  late  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States.  They  have  also 
determined  to  wear  mourning  on  the  left  arm,  for 
the  space  of  one  month,  in  testimony  of  their  re* 
spect  for  the  memory  of  that  distinguished  Rev- 
olutionarv  patriot. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  and  House  ^ 

Sepretentativei  of  the  United  Statu : 

It  was  reasonably  expected  that,  while  the  lunits 
between  the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  Spain 
were  unsettled,  neither  party  would  have  innovated  on 
the  existing  state  of  their  respective  pesitions.  Some 
time  since,  however,  we  .learnt  that  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities were  advancing  into 'the  disputed  country  to 
o^upy  new  peats  and  make  new  settlemeBts.  Un*- 
willing  to  take  any  measures  which  might  predude  a 
peaceable  acconunodation  of  dilTerenceSf  the  officen  of 
the  United  States  were  ordered  to  confine  themselves 
within  the  countiy  on  this  side  of  the'  Sabine  river; 
which,  by  delivery  of  its  principal  post,  Natchitoches, 
was  understood  to  have  been  itself  delivered  up  by 
Spain ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  permit  no  adverse 
post  to  be  taken,  nor  armed  men  to  remain  within  it. 
In  consequence  of  these  orders,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  Natchitoches  learning  that  a  party  of  Spanish 
troops  had  crossed  the  Sabine  river,  and  were  posting 
themselves  on  this  side  the  Adais,  sent  a  detachment 
of  his  force  to  require  them  to  withdraw  to  the  other 
side  of  the  Sabine,  whidi  they  aooordingly  did. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  communicate-  to  Con- 
gress the  letler  detailing  this  incident,  that  they  may 
fully  understand  the  stateof  things  in  that  quarter, Msd 
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be  enabled  to  make  auch  provisioii  for  ita  aecority  aa, 
in  tbeir  wiadom,  tbey  shall  deem  sufficient. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Makgh  19,  1806. 

The  Message  and  papers  accompanying  it  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


FninAY,*  March  21. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex- 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Cotn- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported 
on  the  18tb  instant,  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act 
to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  authorize 
the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  pay- 
ment of  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ',  and, 

OrderecL  That  the  JbiU  and  amendments  be  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Tract,  and  Wor- 
TBiNGTON,  to  Consider  and  report  therefon. 

Mr.  WoHTHiNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  on  the  12th  in- 
stant, reported  a  bill  making  provision  for  the 
defence  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for  the 
disposal  of  a  part  of  the  public  land  therein ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  resolutions  proposed  on  the  17th  inst.  rela- 
tive to  William  Eaton,  late  General  of  the  Army 
of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  other  American 
officers  therein  mentioned,  were  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bradley,  Wright, 
and  Stone,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  amendments  reported  to  the  rules  for  con- 
ducting business  m  the  Senate  were  read  the  third 
time,  and  further  amendment  proposed. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  enabling;  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Qov- 
crnment  of  Denmark  for  tHe  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  the  Danish  briffantine  called  the  Hen- 
rick,  and  her  cargo ;"  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  lost. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
^A  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  Congress  pr  the  disinterested  and  benev- 
olent attentions  manifested  by  His  Danish  Majes- 
ty's Conaul,  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Captain  Bain- 
bridge,  his  officers,  and  crew,  duriifg  their  captiv- 
ity in  Tripoli :"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river 
Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  in 
which  resolution  and  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  ta  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  proposed  22d  January  last  be 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 


The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,"  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South  Caroli- 
na, passed  the  21st  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
1804,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect 
a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign 
ports." 

Resolved,  That  ^his  bill  do  pass. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the.  provisions  of 
the  8th  section  of  the  "Act  regfulating.the  grants 
of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  13th  of  February  last,  on  sundry- 
petitions  for  extending  the  times  of  payment  of 
the  purchase  mon^j'  for  certain  public  lands,  re- 
ported that,  upon  recurrence  to  tne  Treasury  De- 
partment, ttiey  find  but  eight  persoiis,  of  all  those 
subscribers,  owe  money  to,  the  United  States  for 
lands ;  and,  as  an  innovation  upon  the  system  of 
sales  of  lands  will  probably  be  attended  with 
many  evils,  and  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  peti- 
tioners are  not  purchasers,  and  can  add  no  weight 
to  the  application,  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions 
respectively. 

Ordered,  That  this  report  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.-  Smith,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
on  Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  within  the  State 
of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

Mr.  LooAN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  S8th  of  January  last,  the  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directoirs  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

That  it  appears  that  a  company  has  been  incorpo- 
rated and  established  by  the  eoncurrent  acts  of  the 
Legislatures  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland, 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  a  canal  across  the  isthmus 
separating  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
bays.  The  capital  of.  the  company  consists  of  two 
thousand  six  hundred  shares,  and  $200  constitute  a 
share.  The  sum,  of  consequence,  contemplated  to 
complete  this  work,  is  $520,000.  Of  this  sum  nearly 
$400,000  have  been  subscribed  by  individuals,  and  be- 
tween five  and  six  hundred  shares  remain  unsubscribed 
for. 

The  site  of  the  canal  has  been  fixed,  and  its  embou- 
chures established  at  Welch  Point,  on  the  Elk  river, 
and  Mcndenhall's  ferry,  on  Christiana  creek.  It  is 
intended  to  furnish  a  navigation  to  vessels  drawing 
upwards  of  seven  feet  water.  The  work  has  been 
commenced,  and  a  canal  to  supply  the  necessary 
water  to  the  main  eanal  has  been  opened  firom  the 
head  waters  of  the  Elk.  river,  nearly  to  the  line 
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of  the  route  of  the  grand  canal.  This  canal  of  gup- 
ply  oomnranicates  with  populous  and  productive 
tracts  of  country  in  the  three  States  of  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland,  and  is  calculated  for  barge 
navigation. 

The  length  of  the  main  canal,  as  the  route  has  been 
established,  is  twenty-one. miles,  and  the  expense  of 
catting  it  is  estimated  at  $26,000  a  mile.     ^ 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  work,  design- 
ed to  be  accomplished  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal  Company  is  one  of  great  interest  and  im- 
portance, not  only  to  the  three  Statea  whose  laws  have 
incorporated  the  company,  but  generally  to  the  United 
States.  By  opening  the  proposed  communication  be- 
tween the  two  bays,  a  safe  inland  navigation  of  twen- 
ty-one miles  supplies  the  place  of  a  circuitous  and  an 
exposed  navigation  of  five  hundred. ,  The  large  tracts 
of  country  in  Yirginia/  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, and  New  Jersey,  connected  with  the  waters  of 
the  bays,  wiH  be  furnished  with  a  safe  water  communica- 
tion, and  will  immediately  feel  the  great  benefit  of  the 
work.  In  the  event  of  a  war,  the  facility,  celerity,  safety, 
and  cheapness  in  the  transportation  of  troops  and  ord- 
nanoe  and  military  stores,  horn  remote  parts  of  the 
United  States,  present  an  object  at  once  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  interest  the  General  Government  in  the 
undertaking.  The  importance,  however,  of  the  pro- 
posed canal,  though  great  in  itself,  is  not  justly  appre- 
ciated by  considering  it  as  a  separate  work ;  it  must  be 
viewed  as'th^  basis  of  a  vast  scheme  of  interior  navi- 
gation, connecting  the  waters  of  the  lakes  with  those 
of  the  most  Southern  States ;  a  plan  certainly  within 
the  compass  of  industry  and  art ;  and,  if  beyond  the 
present  means,  unquestionably  within  the  growing  re- 
sources of  the  oountiy. 

The  following  statement  and  illustration  of  the  plan 
the  committee  have  extracted  from  the  memorial,  fur- 
nishing a  correct  view  of  the  subject,  well  deserving 
the  serious  consideration  of  the  Senate  : 

**  It  is  easy,  however,  to  see,  by  examining  any  map 
of  the  United  States,  that  this  extent  may  be  carried 
much  further.  To  the  southward,  the  canal  through 
the  Dismal  Swamp,  now  in  execution,  will  open  the 
communication  to  the  waters  of  Albemarle  Sound,  and 
from  thence  through  the  inlets  to  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia.  To  the  northward,  a  communication  is  now 
nearly  opened  from  Albany,  up  the  Mohawk  river,  to 
Lake  Ontario  and  all  the  upper  lakes ;  if  a  similar  one 
be  made  from  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Champlain,  it  will 
extend  the  navigation  to  Quebec  And  to  the  east- 
ward, if  the  pass  from  Buzzard's  to  Boston  Bay  be 
opened,  which  has  been  contemplated,  it  will  in  like 
manner  extend  it  to  Boston  and  all  the  coast  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. Thus,  with  opening  only  a  few  short  passes, 
of  which  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Caiial  is  the 
great  and  preliminary  One,  a  communication  may  be 
made,  nearly  free  from  all  the  dangers  of  the  ocean, 
along  the  whole  coast  of  the  United  Btates." 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  among  th^ 
first  duties  of  Government  to  promote  public  improve- 
ments of  a  genera]  nature.  No  work  deserves  the 
character  of  public  improvements  more  than  canals. 
The  one  proposed  by  the  memorialists  is  of  the  first 
magnitude  and  importance ;  it,  therefore,  well  deserves 
the  assistance  and  encouragement  of  the  Government. 
Considering  that  a  large  capital  has  been  subscribed ; 
that  an  expensive  part  of  the  work  is  nearly  completed; 
that,  probably,  without  the  countenance  and  aid  of 
Government,  the  work  will  cease,  to  the  loss  of  a  num- 
ber of  public  spirited  individuals,  and  the  destruction 
9th  Cow.— 7 


of  a  great  public  improvement,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  aid  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  memo« 
rialists. 

If  it  be  inconvenient  at  this  moment  to  spare  the 
money  from  the  Treasury,  the  United  States  have  it  in 
their  power  to  contribute  the  assistance  prayed  for  by 
a  grant  of  land.  The  grant  taiay  be  either  gratuitous, 
or  the  company  enjoined  to  dispose  of  it,  and  to  credit 
the  United  States  with  shares  of  stock  equal  to  the 
proceeds  of  the  land,  at  the  established  rate  of  $200 
for  each  share.  The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the 
following  resolution : 

Retolved,  That acres  of  land  be  granted  to  the 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  upon  their 
gi;ring  bond,  conditioned  to  transfer  to  the  United 
States  a  number  of  the  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of 
said  company,  at  the  rate  of  $200  a  share,  ^qual  to 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  granted  to  Uiem;  and 

conditioned  to  sell  the  said  land  within years,  and 

to  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  true  ac* 
count  of  the  sales. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 
The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  I^esident  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany, respectfully  showeth : 

That,  by  sundry  acts  of  the  several  Legislatures  of 
the  States  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Pennsylvania, 
passed  in  the  years  1799,  1801,  and  1802,  a  company 
was  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  naviga^ 
.ble  canal  over  the  important  isthmus  which  aeparatea 
the  Bays  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  ;  in  pursuance 
of  which  acts,  a  large  number  of  subscriptions  were 
made  by  divers  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
Board  of  President  and  Directors  duly  elected  for  car- 
rying the  execution  of  the  said  canal  into  eSec^U 

That,  in  pursuance  of  their  appointment,  the  said 
President  and  Directors  procured  able  engineers  and 
other  persons  well  qualified  to  make  the  necessary  sur- 
veys of  the  ground  and  waters  across  the  aforesaid 
isthmus ;  and,  afler  the  most,  mature  deliberation,  fixed 
upon  a  route  or  position  for  the  said  canal,  calculated 
in  every  respect  to  secure  the  great  and  important  pur* 
pose  ef  an  uninterrupted  navigation ;  since  which,  they 
have  steadily  pursued  the  execution  of  the  said  work, 
and  made  considerable  progress  therein. 

Your  memorialists,  however,  have  already  experien- 
ced that  a  public  work  of  such  magnitude  and  import- 
ance, and  of  a  kiAd  nearly  new  in  >the  United  States, 
requires  not  only  more  .extensive  funds,  but  a  greater 
portion  of  fortitude  and  perseverance  than  the  individ- 
uals who  are  embarked  in  it  can  Se  supposed  to  pos- 
sess, and  demands  for  its  support  the  sid  and  counter 
nance  of  the  public. 

They  are,  therefore,  at  oiice  compelled  and  embold- 
ened to  apply  for  that  aid  and  countenance  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  United  States;  and  beg  leave  most  re- 
spectfully to  mention  to  Congress  the  facts  and  reasons 
which  appear  to  them  such  as  highly  to  merit  the  atten- 
tion and  interest  of  your  honorable  House. 

The  [general  utility  of  those  public  improvements 
which  rank  themselves  under  the  head  of  political 
economy,  and  particularly  those  of  roads  and  canals, 
have  been  so  universally  acknowledged,  and  they  have 
become  so  much  the  objects  of  encouragement  to  the 
Governments  of  all  free  and  enlightened  nations,  that, 
at  this  period,  they  require  no  argument  in  their  sup- 
port ;  but  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  a  few  of  the  great  efiects  which  are 
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known  to  h^Te  been  produced  by  them,  and  particularly 
to  the  immense  wealth,  power,  and  resources  which 
they  have  given  to  the  English  nation  ;  to  the  powerful 
rivalshipand  zeal  for  imitation  which  the  success  of 
them'  there  has  created  in  other  nations ;  to  the  unceas- 
ing attention  Which  is  bestowed  upon  them  throughout 
Europe ;  and  to  the  couTiction  which  exists  in  every 
country  there,  that,  without  an  attention  to  these  ob- 
jects, the  nation  who  neglects  them  must  not  only 
eease  to  increase  in  its  agriculturait  commercial,  and 
manufacturing  importance,  but  must  sink  below  the 
level  of  its  neighbors  in  its  poUtical  consequence. 

Your  memorialists  apprehend,  that  if  ever  any  coun- 
try or  period  of  time  was  more  particularly  interested 
or  proper  for  the  zealous  encouragement  of  these  works, 
it  is  the  United  States  in  its  present  situation,  and  at 
the  present  period. 

The  immense  public  wealth  and  private  happiness 
which  agpriculture  has  already  introduced ;  the  vast  ex- 
tent to  whidh  this  happiness  and  wealth  may  be  car- 
ried ;  the  progress  which  our  manufactures  have  already 
made,  and  the  struggles  they  are  yet  making  to  advance 
to  maturity ;  the  resources  which  our  commerce  has 
given  us,  and  the  rapid  increase  it  experiences  as  fast 
as  means  can  be  furnished  to  supply  it — ^all  prove  the 
unbounded  spirit  and  energy  of  our  citizens  in  every- 
thing which  can  promote  the  private  or  public  good  ; 
and  that  it  is  only  from  the  want  of  population  that 
spirit  and  energy  are  repressed.  Whatever,  therefore, 
can  tend  to  increase  that  population,  or  whatever  arts 
and  improvements  can  supply  its  place,  and  assist  the 
productions  of  labor,  are  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the 
present  period,  and  mark  it  out  as  the  moment  for  pub- 
lic encouragement 

The  situation  of  the  United  States  is,  by  nature,  one 
of  the  most  happy  that  is  possessed  by  any  nation  of 
the  earth ;  it  extends  over  almost  every  climate,  and 
furnishes  nearly  eveiy  production  ;  its  many  noble  bays 
and  rivers  diffuse  foreign  commerce  through  all  its 
Eastern  boundary,  by  which  our  wants  are  supplied 
with  the  manufactures  of  other  nations,  and  our  pro- 
duce conveyed  abroad ;  buKso  near  do  those  bays  and 
rivers  approach  to  each  other,  that  nature  seems  to  have 
left  but  a  few  objects  for  art  to  accomplish,  in  order  to 
establish  the  incalculable  adyantagea  whith  domestic 
conSmerce  and  internal  communication  will  afford,  by 
creating  a  universal  interchange  of  produce  through  aU 
'pKtB  of  the  United  States,  not  only  to  supply  thereby 
our  mutual  wants,  and  give  the  utmost  enoburagemtent 
to  our  own  agriculture  and  manufoctures,  but  by  ming- 
ling the  habits,  mannen,  and  interests  of  all  the  States 
together  in  one  general  commercial  and  socuil  inter* 
course,  unite  their  affections,  and  more  and  more  blend 
the  interests  of  our  common  country. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  remind  Congress  that 
each  of  the  States  possesses  so  many  local  or  domestic 
objects  for  the  application  of  their  respective  resources, 
in  opening  their  rivers  and  roads  to  internal  communi- 
cation,among  themselves,  that  it  seems,  with  propriety, 
they  look  to  Congress  for  the  promotion  of  those  works 
of  the  same  kind  whose  advantages  are  of  general  im- 
portance to  the  Union,  and  jusUy  designate  them  as 
great  national  objects  claiming  the  protection  of  the 
Creneral  Government 

Such  is  the  opening  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal ;  for  if  the  important  isthmus  between  those 
waters  and  another  between  Trenton  and  the  Raritan 
in  New  Jersey,  which  is  also  contemplated,  be  reduced 
to  practicable  navigation,  an  easy  and  direct  o(Hnmuni- 


catinn  will  be  established  from  the  southern  limits  of 
the  Chesapeake  to  New  York,  and  from  thence  by  the 
river  Hudson  to  Albany  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the 
Sound  to  the  New  England  States  on  the  other;  which 
communication  may  be  extended  both  to  the  southward 
and  northward,  so  as  to  form  a  direct  and  easy  internal 
navigation  from  the  Lakes  of  Canada  through  the 
whole  eastern  boundary  of  the  United  States.    . 

The  easy  practicability  of  the  i^ork  now  immediately 
placed  before  the  attention  of  your,  honorable  House 
admits  of  proofr  so  decisive,  as  to  banish  every  doubt 
of  its  execution  in  a  very  short  period  of  time-;  nor 
does  the  pass  through  Jersey,  or  any  others  which  have 
been  contemplated,  fiimish  any  of  tiiose  important  dif- 
ficulties which  have  often  occurred, '  and  been  sor^ 
mounted  in .  other  countries,  where,  indeed,  such  has 
been  the  improvement  in  public'  works  of  this  kind, 
that  no  difficulties  seem  to  have  retarded,  or  been  un- 
subdued by  human  genius.' 

The  utility  of  a  commt^nication  'through  the  United 
States  of  the  kind  which  your  memorialists  have  men- 
tioned, is  so  great,  and  its  description  diffused  under  so 
many  heads,  that  thb  detail  of  them  would  extend  for 
beyond  the  limits  of  a  memorial ;  bdt  the  more  impoH- 
ant  parts  of  them  are  so  striking,  as  at  once  to  be  com- 
prehended, and  their  importance  appreciated,  from  the 
general  view' of  the  subject  which  has  thus  been  placed 
before  your  honorable  House.  Your  memorialists,  how- 
ever, tearing  to  your  honorable  House  the  appreciation 
of  those  advantages  when  confined  to  a  state  of  peiice, 
and  in  promoting  the  general  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  cannot  but  mention  the  immense  accumulation 
of  benefits  which  must  arise  from  this  internal  commu- 
nication in  time  of  war  and  hostile  aggression,  which 
it  may  be  our  lot  to  experience. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known,,  that^  during  the  late  Revolu- 
tionary war,  no  circumstance  was  so  injurious  to  our 
defence,  or  so  much  assisted  our  enemies,  as  the  diffi- 
cult and  tedious  communication  between  the  Eastern 
and  Southern  States ;  since  the  advantages  possessed 
by  the  enemy  at  sea,  to  block  up  our  ports,  to  conquer 
our  maritime  towns,  to  invade  us  in  numerous  positions 
at  once,  and  to  convey  their  armies  .along  our  coast 
with  a  celerity  which  no  means  could  guard,  against  or 
army  defend,  formed  almost  every  difficulty  and  the 
source  of  every  danger  we  experienced. 

But  if  the  communication  in  question  be  established, 
not  only  would  internal  jcommerce  be  completely  re- 
tained, and  foreign  supplies  landed  in  one  State  be 
quickly  diffused  through  the  rest,  but,  by  securing  the 
mouths  of  a  few  rivers,  our  cities  would  be  protected, 
and  our  armies  conveyed  wherever  necessity  snould  call 
them^  and  a  cheap  and  easy  defence  established  through 
the  Union. 

Your  memorialists  further  beg  leave  to  state,  that, 
though  they  have  exerted  every  degree  of  attention, 
enterprise,  and  fortitude,  to  the  work  under  their  care, 
and  though  no  serious  difficulty  in  point  of  execution 
has  occurred,  yet,  without  the  continuance  of  public 
patronage,  and  some  aid  from  your  honorable  House, 
they  have  eveiy  reason  to  fear  that  their  future  efforts 
will  be  unavailing,  and  the  progress  of  the  work  sus* 
pended,  solely  from  that  despondence,  which,  in  a  new 
country,  and  with  limited  fortunes  in  individuals,  will 
unfortunately  depress  the  hopes  and  overcome  the  ex- 
ertions of  private  support 

Of  how  much  injury,  therefore,  the  delay  of  this  im- 
portant work  will  prove  to  the  Union,  how  widely  the 
example  of  its  failure  will  increase  the  public  despond- 
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«nce,  and  protract  for  a  long  period  of  j^ara  all  great 
impfovementa,  your  honorable  House  can  fully  judge. 

Your  memonalbta  beg  leave,  theiefore,  moat  respect- 
fully to  state,  whether,  among  all  the  numerous  objects 
•of  public  patronage  and  expenditure,  any  can  be  found, 
which,  in  point  of  utility  and  greatness,  more  forcibly 
invites  the  i&ttention  of  the  Government  of  a  great  and 
free  country;  and  to  pray  that,  taking,  the  premises 
into  your  serious  consideration,  you  will  grbnt  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company  your  pro- 
tection and  aid,  in  such  manner  as  to  your  honorable 
Qouse  may  seem  most  proper. 

By  order  and  op  behalf  of  the  President  and  Directors 
-of  .the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company: 

JOSEPH  GILPIN, 
KBN8EY  JOHNS. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 


Monday,  March  S4. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  Managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Petc^  Landais,"  disagpreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  made  report:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  do  adhere  to  their 
amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  21st  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  repeal  so  mucll  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in' 
payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  ]}urposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;"  toge- 
ther with  the  amendments  thereto,  reported  a  far- 
ther amendment ;  whicb  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  oonsideration* 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  makiog  provision  for 
the  defence  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for 
the  disposal  of  a  part  of  the  public  land  therein," 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  aext. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authotizicig  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  within 
the  District  or  Columbia,"  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  Qf  Georgetown, 
stating  the  damages  that  will  be  consequent  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill  last  read,  which,  together 
with  the  bill  and  papers  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  thesubject,  were  referred  to  Messrs. 
MitCHiLL,  Anderson,  Bradley,  Wright,  and 
Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.- 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  op  the  petition  of  Gilbert 
C.  Russel,  referred  to  him  for  consideration  on 
the  14th  instant ;  and  the  report  was  read,  ami  re- 
ferred to  MesflHk  ANDtiRsoN,  Tracy,  and  Adams, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
.  A  message  from  the  House  of  Re[^esentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  GaroH- 
oa,  between  Gape  Hatteras  and  Gape  Fear,  to  be 
surveyed,"  in  which  (hey  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  They  agree  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals/'  with  amendments 


thereto,  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Bay- 
ard, Bradley,  and  Baldwin,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon^   . 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  en- 
tertained by  Gongress  of  the  disinterested  and 
benevolent  attentions  manifested  by  His  Danish 
Majesty's  Gonsul  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Gaptain 
Bainbridge,  his  officers  and  crew,  during  their 
captivity  in  Tripoli,  was^read  the  second  time. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
took  into  consideration  the  motion  submitted  on  ^ 
the  22d  of  January,  for  an  amendment  to  the 
Gonstitution  of  the  United  States ;  and,  after  de- 
bate, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post* 
poned  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  appointed  this 
day  on  the  amend m en ts.proposed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  '*-An  act  relating  to  bonds  given 
by  marshals,"  made  report:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  two 
first  amendments  of  the  House  ofRepresentatives 
to  their  amendments,  and  disagree  to  tbe  last. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Gumberlaod,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,''  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  ai^d  they  were 
referred  to  Messrs.  Wright,  Worthington,  and 
Tracy,  to  consider  and. report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  carry  into  ei^ect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two 
separate  governments."  . 
^  Resolved,  That  this  bill-  pass,  that  it  be  engross- 
ed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  explain 
the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
governments." 
.  The  bill  to  incorporate  a  National  Academy 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  amended,  by  striking 
out,  in  section  one,  line  three,  the  words  "  a  na- 
tional ;"  and,  on  motion,  the  bill  was  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bradlby,  Looah,  Baldwin.  Moorb,  and 
HiLLHOuss,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
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The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presidenct  of  the  United  States  : 
7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Jtepreaentatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  letter  recently  received 
from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
at  London,  stating  some  ciKumstances  which  hear  re- 
lation to  the  subject  of  my  messages  of  January  17. 
This  paper  being  orig^al,  and  to  be  communicated  to 
both  Houses,  the  return  of  it  is  requested. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 


Tuesday,  Mareh  25. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
yesterday  referred  the  amendments  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  liill,  entitled  "Ali  act  to 
regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,"  reported  the  bill  amended  accord- 
Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  2pth  of  December  last,  to  consider  the  bill, 
entitled  ^^An  act  in  addition  to  ^An  act  to  make 
provision  for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by 
khown  wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  Revolutionary  war," 
reported  amendments;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  for  coi^sideratton. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatterasand  Cape  Fear, 
to  be  surveyed,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Stone,  Baldwin,  and  Mit- 
CHiLL,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts,  as  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  in 
payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt ;"  and 
having  adopted  the  said  amendments,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  coDsid- 
ered  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States:"  to  some  of  which  they  agree,  and  to 
others  they  disagree.  They  agree  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives," 
except  to  that  which  goes  to  the  insertion  ofa  new 
section,  next  after  the  first  section,  to  which  they 
do  not  agree.  The  House  of  Representatives  in- 
sist on  their  last  amendment  to  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals." 
On  motion, 

**  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  all  such  parts  of  the  several 


acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  any  part  of  the  purchase 
money  of  said  lands ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise;" 

Orderedf  That  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 
atioD. 

On  motion, 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and  what,  alterations  are  necessarv  or  expedient 
in  the  laws  relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise:"  * 

Orc2erec2,~That  this  motion  lie  for  consider- 
ation. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  last 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
lating to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  and  yesterday 
disagreed  to  bv  the  Senate. 

Resdved,  That  they  do  recede  from  their  disa- 
greement to  the  said  amendment. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  their  amend- 
ment, disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  compensations  of  the  officers  of  uie  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives ;"  and, 

Resolved,  That  th«y  do  insist  on  their  said 
amendment,  ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  that 
Messrs.  Tract  and  Bradley  be  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  March  26. 

The  President  commu/iicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  on  the 
memorial  of  John  Chester,  late  supervisor  for  the 
Connecticut  district,  referred  on  the  7th  instant ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration,  and  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, that  a  committee  be  appointed  te  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealiDfi^  all  such  parts  of  the 
several  acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  any 
part  of  the  purchase-money  of  said  lands ;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, to  consider  whether  any,  and  what,  altera- 
tions are  necessary  or  expedient,  in  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  having 
agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin,-  and 
Wright,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  StAte  of  Maryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio;"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  the  bill^  entitled  **An  act  for  establish- 
ing rules  SLud  articles  for  the  government  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States ;"  and. 

Resolved,  That  they  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to,  except  the  last,  on  which  they 
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insist ;  ask  a  conference ;  and  that  Messrs.  An- 
DfiAsoN  and  Tract  be  managers  at  the  conference 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  en- 
tertained by  Congress  of  the  distinguished  and 
benevolent  attention  manifested  by  His  Danish 
Majesty's  Qonsui  residing  at  Tripoli,  to  Gaptain 
Bainbndge,  his  officers  aqd  crew,  during  their  cap' 
tivily  in  Tripoli,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  concur  therein.     " 

RULES  OF  THE  SENATE. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  amendments*reported 
to  the  rulds  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate, 
and  having  agreed  to  further  amendments,  the 
rules  were  adopted,  as  fpllo'ws ; 

1.  The  ISresident  haying  taken  the  Chair,  and  a 
qnonim  being  present,  the  Journal  of  the  preceding 
day  shall  be  read,  to  the  end  that  any  mistake  may  be 
corrected  that  shall  have  been  made  in  the  entries. 

2.  No  member  shal>  speak  to  another,  or  otherwise 
interrupt  the  business  of  the  Sena.t^or  read  any  news- 
paper, while  the  Journals  or  public  papers  are  reading, 
or  when  any  member  is  speaking  in  any  debate. 

3.  Every  member,  when  he  speaks,  shall  address  the 
Chair,  standing  in  his  place ;  and,  when  be  has  finiBhed, 
shall  sit  down. 

4.  No  member  shall  speak  more  £han  twice  in  any 
one  debate,  on  thot  same  day,  without  leave  of  the 
Senate. 

5.  When  two  members  rise  at  the  same  time,  the 
President  shall  name  tne  person  to  speak;  but  in  all 
cases  the  member  first  rising  shall  speidL  first. 

6.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  until  the  same  shall 
be  seconded.  •      .   .    ;       • 

7.  When  a  motion  shall  be  made  and  seconded,  it 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  desired  by  the  President 
or  any  member,  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and  re^d  by 
the  President,  before  tbie  .same  s&all  be  debated. 

8.  While  .a  question  is  before  tbe  Senate,  no  motion 
shall  be  received  unless  for  an  amendment,  for  postpon- 
ing the  question,  or  to  commit  it,  or  to  adjourn  :  and 
the  motion  for  adjournment  shall  always  be  in  order, 
and  decided  without  debate. 

9.  If  the  question  in  debate  contain  several  points, 
any  member  may  haye  the  same  divided. 

10.  When  the  yeas  ana  nays  shall  be  called  ^r  by 
one-fiflh  of  the  members  present,  eadi  member  called 
upon  shall,  unless  for  special  reason  he  be  excused  by 
the  Senate,  declare  openly,  and  without  debate,  his 
assent  or  dissent  to  the*  question.  In  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  upon  the  call  of  the  House,  the  names 
of  the  members  shall  be  taken  alphabeticaUy. 

11.  One  day's  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  an 
intended  motion  for  lesve  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

12.  Every  bill  shall  receive  tlnee  readings  previous 
to  its  being  passed ;  and  the  President  shall  give  no- 
tice to  each,  whether  it  be  the  first,  second  or  third ; 
which  readings  shall  be  en  three  difTerent  days,  unless 
the  Senate  unanimously  direct  otherwise.  And  all 
resolutions,  to  which  a  concurrence  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  reqiiisite,  or  which  may  grant  money 
out  of  the  contingent  or  any  other  fund,  shall  be  treat- 
ed, in  all  respects,  in  the  introduction  and  form  of  pro- 
ceeding^ on  them  in  the  Senate,  in  a  similar  manner 
with  bills. 

13.  No  bOl  shall  be  cammitted  until  it  shall  have 
been  twice  read,  after  vniich  it  may  be  referred  to  a 
committee. 


14.  AU  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot,  and 
a  plurality  of  votes  shall  make  a  choice.  But  when 
any  subject  or  matter  shall  have  been  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  any  other  subject  or  matter  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature,  may,  on  motion,  be  referred  to  such  com- 
mittee. 

15.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he  shall 
sit  down  until  the  President  shall' have  determined 
whether  he  is  in  order  or  not;  and  every  question  of 
order  shall  be  decided  by  the  President  without  debate ; 
but  if  there  be  a  doubt  in  his  mind,  he  may  call  for  the 
sense  of  the  Senate. 

16.  If  a  member  be  called  to  order  for  words 
spoken,  the  exceptionable  words  shall  immediately  be 
taken  down  in  writing,  that  the  President  may  be  bet- 
ter enabled  to  judge  of  the  matter. 

17.  When  a  blank  is  to  be  filled,  and.  difierent  sums 
shall  be  proposed,  the  question  shall  be  taken  on  the 
highest  sum  first 

18.  No  member  shaU  absent  himself  firom  the  service 
of  the  Senate  without  leave  of  the  Senate  first  obtained. 
And  in  case  a  less  number  than  a  quorum  of  the  Sen- 
ate shall  convene,  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  send 
the  Sergeant-a(- Arms,  or  any  other  person  br  persons  by 
them  authorized,  for  any  or  all  absent  members,  as  the 
majority  of  such  memMra  present  shall  agree,  at  the 
expense  of  such  absent  members  respectively,  unless 
such  excuse  for  non-attendance  shall  be  inade,as  the 
Senate,  when  a  quorum. is. convened,  shall  judge  suffi- 
cient: and  in  that  case  the.'expense  shall  be 'paid  out 
of.  the  oon^ingent  fiind.  And^this  rule  shall  apply  a« 
well  to  the  ftcvt  convention  qf  Senate,  at  the  legal  time 
of  meeting,  as  to  each  day  of  the  session  after  &e  hour 
has  arrived  to  which  the  Senate  stood  adjourned. 

19.  All  bills,  on  a  secqnd  reading,  shall  ^rst  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Senate  in  the  same  manner. as  if  the 
Senate  were  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  they 
shall  be  taken  up  and  proceeded  on  by  the  Senate, 
agreeably  to  the  standing  rules^  unless  otherwise  or- 
dered. And  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  Piesidenty 
when  the  Senate  consider  a  treaty,  bill,  or  resolution, 
as  if  they  were  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore  may  Call  a  member .  to  fill  the  chair 
during  the  .tinie  the  Senate  shall  remain  in  Committee 
of  ti^e  Whole;,  which  chairman  is  hereby  vested,  dur- 
ing said  time,  with  all  the  powers  of  the  President  pro 
i^mporey  were  he  to  remain  in  the  chair. 

20.  Before  any  petition  or  memorial,  addressed  te 
the  Senate^  shall  be  received  and  read  at  the  taUe,  whe* 
ther  the  same  shaU  be  introduced  by  the  President  or  e 
member,  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  peti* 
tion  or  memorial  shall  verbally  be  made  by  the  intro- 
ductor. 

I  ftl.  When  a  question  has  beenionce  made  and  cai^ 
ried  in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order 
for  any  member  of  the  majority  to  move  for  the  TBcaOf 
sideration  thereof;  but  no  motion  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  any  vote  shall  he  in  order,  after  a  biA,  resolu* 
tion,  message,  report,  ame|adment,  or  motion,  upon 
which  the  vbt^  was  taken,  'shall  have  gone  out  of  poe* 
session  of  the  Senate,  nor  after  the  usual  message  shall 
have  been  sent  from  the  Senate,  announcing  their  de- 
cision ;  nor  shall  any  motion  lor  reconsideration  be  in 
order  unless  made  on  the  same  day  in  which  the  vote 
vrae  taken,  or  within  the  three  next  days  of  actual  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate  thereafter. 

22.  At  the  commeneement  of  eadi  session,  a  com- 
mitlbe,  comriating  of  three  members,  shall  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  exaniine4ai  bills,  aiyiendmentSy 
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^solutions,  or  motions,  before  they  go  out  of  posseg- 
sion  of  the  Senate,  and  to  make  report  that  they  are 
correctly  engrossed ;  which  report  shall  be  entered  on 
the  journal. 

23.  Bveiy  vote  of  the  Senate  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journals,  and  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  each 
petition,  memoiial,  or  paper,  presented  to  the  Senate, 
be  also  inserted  on  the  journals. 

24.  The  proceedings  of  Senate,  when  they  shall  act 
'm  thexr  Executive  capacity,  shall  be  kept  in  separate 
and  distinct  books. 

26.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  when  not  acting 
as  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  shall  be  entered  on 
the  ioumals  as  concisely  as  possible,  care  being  taken 
to  detail  a  true  and  accurate  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings. 

26.  The  titles  of  bUls,  and  such  parts  thereof  only  as 
shall  be  afiected  by  proposed  amendments,  shall  be  in- 
serted on  the  journals. 

27.-  On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  to  .shut  the 
doors  of  the  Senate,  on  the  •fiiscussion  of  any  business 
which  may^  in  the  opinion  of  a  member,  Teqnire  secrecy, 
fht  Presidenjt  shad  direct  the  gallery  to  be  deared ;  and, 
during  the  discussion  of  such  motion,  tfa'e  doors  shall 
Temain  shut 

28.  No  motion  shall  be  deeitaed  in  order  to  admit 
•ny  person  or  persons  whataoever  within  the  doors  of 
the  Senate  Chamber  to'present  any  petition,  memonal, 
or  address,  or  to  hear  any  such  read. 

29.  Messages  shall  be  sent  to  the  fiiQUse  of  jftepre- 
sentatives  by  the  SecMtary,  who  shAll  previously  en<> 
dorse  the  final  determination  of  the  Senate  thereon. 

80.  Messages  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  their  Cl^k  shall  be  received  at  the  bar  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  by«lum  be  deliveted  to  the  Preaident  of  the 
Senate. 

81.  Wh^n  tiie  Senata  are  equally  divided,  tbf  Secre- 
tary shall  take  the  dteisioD  of  the  President. 

•  82.  Extimcts  from  {he  Executive  records  are  not  to 
bB  furnished  but  by  special  order. 

83.  All  bilk,  after  tiie  first  reading,  shall  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate* 

84.  When  nominations  shall  be  made  in  Writing  by 
the  President  of  Hie  United  Statee-to  the  Senate,  a  fu- 
ture day  shaU  be  assigned,  uijess  the  Senate  unani- 
mously direct  otherwise,  for  takibg  them  into  consid- 
eration. When  the  President  of  the  United  States 
iball  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  tiie  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate  shall  have  a  chair  on  the  floor,  be 
epnsidMcd  as  the  head  of  the  Senate,  and  bis  chair 
shall  be  aseigned  to  the  President  of  the  .United  Sates. 
When  the  Senate  shull  be  <;0nvened  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Stetes  to  any  other  place,  the  President 
of  the  Senttte  and  Senators  shall  -attend  at  the  place  ap- . 
pointed.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  shall  also  at- 
tend to  take  tiie  ihinutes  of  the  Senate. 

85.  All  questions  shall  be  put  by  the  'President  of 
the  Senate,  either  in  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
Prendent  of  the  United  Stetes;  and  the  Senators  shall 
signify  their  assent  or  dissent  by  answ^ring»  viva  voeCf 
iye  or  no. 

86.  All  confidential  eommunitations  made  by  tiie  Piesi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  the  Senate  shall  be,  by  the 
memben  thereof,  kept  inviolably  secret ;  and  all  treaties 
which  may  hereafter  be  laid  before  the  Senate  shall  also 
be  kept  secret  until  the  Senate  shaH,  by  their  resoln- 
tieti,  take  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 

87.  Whenever  A  treaty  shall  be  laid  before  the  Sen- 
«te  fiir  ntifioation,  it  shfell  be  read  a  first  time  for  in* 


formation  only ;  when  no  motion  to  reject,  ratify,  or 
modify,  the  whole  or  .any  part  shall  be  received.  Ite 
second  reading  shall  be  for  consideration,  and  on  &<ub- 
sequent  day,  when  it  shall  be  taken  up  as  in  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  every  one  shall  be  free  to  move  ft 
question  on  any,  particular  article,  in  this  form :  "Will 
the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  this 
article  1"  or  tp  propose  amendmenta  thereto,  either  by 
inserting  or  by  leaving  out.  words ;  in  which  last  case 
the  question  shall  be,  "  Shall  these  words  stand  as  part 
of  the  article  1"  And  in  every  of  the  said  cases  the 
concurrence  of  two-lhirds  of  the  Senators  present  shall 
be  requested  to  decide  affirmatively.  And  when  through 
the  whole,  the  proceedings  shall  be  steted  to  the  House» 
and  questions  be  again  severally  put  thereon  for  con- 
firmation, or  new  ones  proposed,  requiring  in  like  man- 
ner a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  for' whatever  is  retained* 
The  votes  so  confirmed  shall,  by  the  Houle,  or  k  com- 
mittee thereof,  be  reduced  into  the  fbrm  of  a  ratifica* 
tion,  with  or  without  modifications,  as  may  have  been 
decided,  and  shall  be  proposed  on  a  subsequent  day, 
when  every  one  shall  again  b^  free  to  move  amend- 
ments, either  by  inserting  or  leaving-  out  words ;  in 
which  last  case  the  question  shall  be,  "  Shall  ^e  words 
stand  part  of  thtf  resolution  V  And  in  both  caaes  the 
,  concurrence  of  two-thirds  sh'afl  be  requisite  to  carry  the 
affirmative,  as  well  as  on  the  final  question  to  advise 
and  consent  to  the  ratification  in  the  form  agreed  to.  . 
'  '38.  When  any  question  may  have  been  decided  by 
the  Senate,  in  whidi  two^thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent are  necessary  to  carry  the  affirmative,  any  member 
who  votes  on  that  side  vrhjcb  prevafled  in  the  question, 
may  be  at  liberty  to  move  for  a  reconsideration ;  and  a 
motion  for  reconsideration  shall  be  decided  by  a  majorl- 
,ty  of  votes. 

39.  Messengers  are  introduced  in  any  stete  of  busb* 
ness,  except  while  a  question  is  puttiug,  while  the  yeas 
and  nays  are  calling,  or  while  the  ballots  are  calling. 

40.  When  an  amendment  to  be  proposed  to  the  Ooa- 
stitution  is  under  consideration,  the  concurrence  of  twe- 
thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  not  be  requisite  to 
decide  any  question  for  amendments,  or  extending  to 
the  merito,  being  short  of  the  final  question. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  24th  of  .December  last,  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  /An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes^"  as  is  contained  in  the  second  sec- 
tion thereof^  made  the  following  report : 

That  they  find,  by  the  law,  aforesaid,  which  passed 
on  the  9th  day  .of  February,  1793,  in  the  first  section 
thereof,  certain  foreign  coins  are  made  a  legal  tender, 
at  the  rates  therein  iqpecified.  The  said  first  section 
closes  with  these  words,  viz :  "  But  no  foreign  coin 
that  may  Jiave  been,  or  ahall  be  iuued  subsequent  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1792,  shall  be  a  tender  as  aforcfsaid,  until 
samples  thereof  shaU  have  been  found,  by  assay  at  the 
Mint  of  the  United  Stetes,  to  be  comformable  to  the  re- 
spective standards  required,  and  proclamation  thereof 
shall  .have  been  made  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

The  second  section  of  the  same  law  (a.  repeal  of 
which  section  is  contemplated  by  the  bill  referred  to  the 
committee)  is  in  the  following  words,  viz :  "  That,  at 
the  expiration  of  three  years  next  ensumg,  the  time 
when  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver,  agreeably  to  the 
act,  entitied  'An  act  esteblishing  a  Mint,  and  regulat- 
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ing  the  ooim  of  the  United  States,'  dull  commence  at 
tbe  Mint  of  the  United  States,  (which  time  shall  be 
announced  by  the  proclamation  <^  the  President  of  the 
United  States,)  all  foreign  gold  coins,  and  all  for^igpn 
ailver  coins,  except  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  parte 
of  such  dollars,  shall  cease  to  be  a  legal  tender  as 
aforesaid,*' 

The  committee  find  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
operations  of  the  Mint  having  commenced,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  did,  by  his  proclamation, 
dated  the  22d  day  of  July,  1797,  announce  the  same, 
pursuant  to  the  directions  contained  in  said  second  sec- 
tion, and  did  thereby  give  notice  that,  in  conformity 
with  said  law,  all  foreign  silver  coins,  except  Spanish 
milled  dollars  and  parts  of  such  dollars,  would  cease  to 
pass  current  as  money,  within  the  United  States,,  and 
to  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  pa3rment  of  any  debte  or  de- 
mands, after  the  15th  day  of  October  then  next,  and 
that  all  ibreign  gold  coins  would  cease  to  be  a  tender 
as  aforesaid,  after  the  31st  day  of-  July,  in  the  year 
1796. 

The  committee  find  that  no  proclamation  has  ever 
been  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  upon 
the  subject  of  foreign  coins  which  may  have  issued 
since  Janvary  1st,  1792,  as  contemplated  by  the  first 
section  of  the  act  aforesaid ;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
any  assay  of  sndi  coins  has  been  made  at  the  Mint  of 
the  United  States. 

-The  committee  find  that,  on  the  first  day  of  February, 
1798,  Congtess  passed  an  act,  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  forciSgn  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes"  in  the  words  following,  viz : ,  "  That 
the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulat- 
ing foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,'  be,  and  the 
same  are^ereby,  suspended,  for  and  during  the  space 
of  three  years,  frotn  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  January, 
1798,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress 
thereafter ;  during  which  time  the  said  gold  and  silver 
coins  shall  be  and  continue  a  legal  tender,  as  is  pro- 
vided in  and"  by*  the  first  section  of  the  act  aforesaid ; 
and  that  the  same  coins  shall  thereafter  cease  to  be 
auch  tender:" 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1802,  Congress  passed  an  act 
to  suspend,  in  part,  Uie  act,  entitled  ^An  act  regulating 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  in  the  words 
following,  via:  <<That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  <<An 
act  for  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,' 
as  is  contained  within  the  second  section  thereof,  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  suspended,  for  and  during  the 
space  of  three  years,  from  and  after  the  end  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress."  That  session  of  Congress, 
the  committee  find,  wm  cbsed,  and  at  an  end,  on  the 
3d  day  of  May,  1802. 

By  placing  in  one  view  all  the  laws  upon  the  sub* 
ject  of  foreign  coins,  it  appears  that,  if  the  first  section  of 
tbe  law  upon  that  subject  were  now  in  force,  no-fop- 
eign  coin  whatever,  which  has  issued  subsequeni  to 
the  first  of  January  y  1792,  is  current  money  or  a  legal 
tender — ^not  even  Spanish  milled  dollars  and  parts  of 
dollars,  unless  by  force  of  the  second  section  of  the 
same  law ;  which,  if  suspended  or  repealed,  will  throw 
out  of  circulation  almost  the  whole  of  Spanish  dollars, 
and  parta  of- dollars,  as  but  few  pieces  of  those,  or  of 
any  other  foreign  coins  of  a  pnor  date  to  January, 
1792,  are  in  circulation.  But,  when  we  consider  the 
act  passed  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1798,  as  not 
only  suspending  the  operation  of  the  second  section  of 
the  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  but  positively  enacting 
that  an  the  foreign  cMns,  mentioned  in  the  first  section 


thereof  shall,  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congreae, 
after  three  years  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1798,  uass 
to  be  a  tender,  it  will  be  discerned  that  the  first  sectioii 
stands  completely  repealed,  as  it  respects  the  legal 
tender  of  foreign  coins;  for  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1802,  suspends  the  operation  of  the  second  section  only 
of  said  act,  without  reviving  tbe  first  section. 

The  legal  state  of  things  in  the  United  States,  in 
respect  to  the  currency  of  foreign  coins,  then,  is  as  fol- 
lows, .viz:  From  and  afler  the, 3d  day  of  May,  1802, 
(the  end  of  the  sessioh  of  Congress  mentioned  in  the 
act  of  February,  1798,)  no  foreign  coin  whatever, has 
been  a  legal  tender,  until  '3d  May,  1805.  From  the  3d 
May,  1805,  (at  which  time  the  last  suspension  of  the 
second  section  of  the  law  regulating  ibreign  coins, 
expired,)  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  parts  of  sach  del* 
lars,  have  been  a  legal  tender.- 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  which  your  committee 
believe  is  correct,  they  cannot  discern  the  policy  of 
repealing  the  second  secticm  of  >the  said  act,  aa  contem'* 
plated  t>y  the  bill  referred  tothem  by  the  Senate.  Wei« 
this  bill  to  pass,  no  money  would  b«  a  legal  tender 
to  satisfy  debte  and  demands  in  the  United  States,  ez^* 
cept  the  gold  and  silver  coins  which  have  issued  firom 
their  Mint.  These  coius,  the  committee  believe,  are 
not  sufficient  in  quanti^  and  yalue  for  a  circulating 
medium,  without  die  aid  of  Spanish  milled  doHars  and 
parte  of  such  dollars. 

But,,  since  such  great  quantities  of  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars have  been  exported,  and  are  still  exporting,  from  the 
United  Stetos,  and  so  great  a  portion  of  the  remaining' 
foreign  gold  and  silv^  coins,  as  well  as  those  issued  by 
Hie  -United  States,  are  locked  up  in  the  cells  of  the 
banks,  already  numerous,  and  still*  increasing ;  your 
committee  brieve  that  measures  ought  to  be  adopted 
by  Congress,  to  increase  the  quantity  of  circulating  me* 
dium  beyond  our  own  coins  and.  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars and  parte  of  such  dollars. 

In  efibcting  this  object,  the  committee  are  sensible 
that  caution  is  requi^te  to  prevent  coins,  which  may 
not  be  of  a  standard  weight  and  value,  froi^i  becoming 
a  currency,  especially  as  there  seems  to  have  b^en  no 
assay  of  foreign  coins,  which  have  issued  subsequent 
to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1792. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  for  coosideratioo* 

Mr.  Tracy  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-mor- 
row, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  addition  to  aa 
act  esteMishia^  a  Mint,  and  regulatiDg  the  coins 
of  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt  in  payment  for  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  relative 
to  the  public  debt,"  was  read  the  third  time.  And 
a  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  second^  pro- 
viso in  (he  bill,  as  amended ;  and,  after  debate, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  27. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterdaf,  Mr.  Tract 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  in  ad- 
dition to  ^Ad  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  rega* 
latingthe  coins  of  the  United  States;"  and  the 
bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  makinc^  provision  for  the  defence  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  for  the  disposal  of  a 
part  of  the  public  land  tnerein."  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time  aa  in  Cpmmittee  of  the  Whole,  uii 
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haTiDfir  been  amended,  was  reported  to  th«  House 
-accordingly ;  and  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
pass  to  the  third  reading  ?  the  Senate  were  equally 
divided,  and  the  ParainENT  determined  the  ques* 
tion  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  Importa- 
tion of 'certain' goods,  wares,  and  merchandise," 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
nate. They  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;"  they  agree  to  the  (Conference  desired  by 
the  Senate  on  the  said  amendment,  and  have  ap- 
pointed, managers  on  their  part ;  they  insist  also 
on  their  disagreement  to  the  last  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  ea^ 
tablishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  government 
Of  the  armies  of  the  United  States;"  and  they 
ajgree  to  the  conference  desired.  by>  the  Senate 
thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part. 

The  bill  last  broueht  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Stone,  from  the  committee  appoiuted  on 
the  25th  instant,  to  consider  the  bill,  entitled '''An 
act  directing  the  Secretary,  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  between  Cape 
Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  purveyed,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  tha|  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
eighth  section  or  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of 
land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, be  the  order  of  the- day  for  to-morrow. 


Faidat,  March  28. 

The  President  of  the  United  Stated,  on  the  31st 
of  December  last,  approved  and  signed  ''AH.  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Government  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  has  been  assumed  by  the  Ignited  Slates  by 
virtue  of  the  convention  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803. 
between  the  United  States  and  the  French  Re- 
public." 

Mr.  Braolet,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  21st  instant,  the  resolutions 
relative  to  William  Baton  and  others,  late  officers 
in  the  army  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  reported 
the  same  with  an  amend  ment^  which  was  adopted. 

Ordered^  That  the  resolution  pass  to  the  third 
reading  as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise^"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Baldwin,  Mitchill,  Sumter,  Bradley, 
and  Tracy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  26th  instant,  to  consider  whether  any,  and 
what,  alterations  are  expedient  in  the  laws  relating 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the 


regulation  of  the  fees  of  attorneys  and  the  officers 
of  the  courts  of  the  District  of  Uolumbia,  and  for 
other  purposes;  and  the  bill  was  read, and  ordered 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  ^^An  act  establishing  a 
Mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Tracy,  Adams,  and  Kitchei^  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon.  . 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
between  Cape  Hatieras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  sur- 
veyed." 
'  Orderedy  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  repprted  on  the  26th  in* 
slant,  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^"An  act  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  actregfttlatin^forei^ 
coins,  and  for  other  purposes,'  as  is  contained  in 
the  second  section  thereof:"  and  the  amendments 
having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was  seported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered,*  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  the  2l8t  instant, 
Mr.  Smith  of  Ohio,  asced  and  obtained  leave  to 
brin^  in  a  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands 
within  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ."An  act  making  approprAions  for 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  i806,"  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
.  The  bill  first  mentioned  in  the.  message  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the'  Senate 
resumed  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provision  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
act  regulating  the  srants  of  land,  and  providing 
tor  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the  bill,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays 
11,  as  follows: 

Yx AS— -Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
Condit,  Oilman,  Hillhonse,  Howland,  Pickering,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  STork,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  1?hrttston,  Tracy,  White, 
and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs  Baldwin,  Gaillard,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Maday,  Mitchiil,  Modre,  Plumer,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
Turner,  and  Worthington. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it 
be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  *^An  act 
to  carry  into  efiect  the  provision  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  regulating  the  grants  of  l^nd  and 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." 


Saturday,  March  29. 

The  bill, for  the  regulation  of  the  fees  of  the  at- 
torneys and  the  officers  of  the  courts  of  the  District 
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of  Colombia,  and  for  other  purposes,  \f  as  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Adams,  Bald- 
-WIN,  and  Wbight,  farther  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Gh>7emment  for  the  year  1806," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  the  28th  of  January  last,  to  whom 
ii^re  relefred  the  report  and  estimates  of  the  ap- 
propriations necessary  for  the  year  1806,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to. the  bill,  en- 
titled *'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  make  pro- 
vision for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  knoWn 
wounds  receiTed  in  the  actual  sefvice  of  the  United 
States  during  the  Revolu(ionarv  war,"  and  it  was 
agreed  further  to  postpone  this  bill. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear, 
to  be  surveyed,"  was  re^d  the  third  time,  ana 
amended,  by  striking  out  the  word  ^  laying,"  line 
4th«  and  inserting  the  word  ^  lying." 

Retdhedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  an  account 
of  moneys  eipended  in  fitting  up  the  Senate 
Chamber  for  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Jud^ 
Chase,  signed,  for  B.  H.  Latrobe,  Jofin  Lenthafl ; 
and  the  account  was  veferred  to  Messrs.  Batard. 
Anderson,  and  Smith-  of  Ohio,  to  consider  ano 
report  thereon. 


Monday,  March  31. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTON,  from  the  joint  committee, 
apikointed  on  the  13th  instant,  to  consider  what 
bosiness  is  necessary  to  be  done  bv  Congress  in 
the  present  se88ion,'made  report ;  which  Was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  ceruin  lands 
within  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Ohio,  Bradlbt,  and  Baldwin, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  ^^Anact  in  addition  to  an 
act  to  make  provision  for  persons  that  have  been 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war ;"  and  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
menu  reported  by  the  select  committee,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Tract  reported  from  the  Managers  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate;  to  confer  on  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled^  *'Aa  act  to  regu- 
late and  &!,  the  compensations  of  the  officers  of 
ithe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,"  disa- 
greed to  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  report  was  in  part  agreed  to,  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
5th  of  February  last,  that  it  be 


Ruohtdj  That  the  Sergeant-at-Aims  of  the  Senate 
reeeive  for'hii  attendance  at  the  Court  of  Impeachment 
for  the  trial  of  Judge  Chatfe,  compensation  for  twenty- 
seven  days  .attendance,  at  the  rate  of  five  doUan  per 
day;  and 

RtMohedy  That  the  assistant  Doorkeeper  receive  at 
the  rate  of.  two  dollan  per  day  during  the  said  trial,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  funds  of  the  Senate. 

And  on. the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  reso- 
lution, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

And  on  t)ie  question  to  a^ee  to  the  second  re- 
solution, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Andebson  reported,  from  the  Managers 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  on 
the  ameddment  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for 
establishing  rules  and  articles  for.  the  government 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,"  disagreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  '^Tbat  they 
have  had  a  conference  with  the  Managers  on  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  have 
agreed  that  the  Senate  recede  from  tnat  part  of 
their  amendment  bf  the  one  hundredth  article 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  the  following  amendment;  after  ^the  wora 
*army'  add  'but  the  manner  of  wearinjp;  the  hair 
shall  not  be  considered  as  a  part  thereof" 

And  on  motion  io  adopt  the  report  of  the  con- 
ferees, a  division  ef  the  question  was  called  for, 
and  so  much  of  the  report  was  agreed  to  as  ex- 
tends to  receding  from  the  amendment  insisted 
on  by  the  Senate. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  other  mem- 
ber of  the  report,  to  wit:  "but  the  manner  of 
wearidg  the  hairshall  not  be  considered  as  a  part 
thereof:" 

It  was  psissed  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  21 
as  follows: 

Ybab — ^Meesn.  Anderson,  Condit,  Gaillard,  HoDandy 
Kitchel,  Maclay,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Bayaidt 
Bradley,  Gihnan,  Hillhouse,  Logan,  Mitchill,  Moorey 
Pickering,  Smith  tff  Mardand,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Yermontt 
Stone,  White,  Worthmgton,  and  Wright. 

So  it  w^s  Resolved,  That  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  said  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives; 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex- 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and, 
after  debate,  the  condderation  of  the  bill  was 
postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  to  the  Cobstitution,  submitted  on  the 
22d  of  January  last,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the 
day;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

TUESDAY)  April  1. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  so  much 
of  the  act  regulating  foreigii  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes,'  as  is  contained  in  the  second  section 
thereof,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  on  the  24th  instant,  re- 
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ported  "a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russel ;" 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  amendment  insisted  on 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
grulate  and  fisT  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativies.'' 

Resolved,  That  they  so  far  recede  from  their 
amendment  insisted  on,  as  to  agree  to  the  modi- 
fication reported  by  the  Managers  at  the  confer* 
rence  thereon. 

In  the  last  line  but  one  of  the  said  first  section 
thereof,  and  next  after- the  word  ^*each,"  the  first 
time  the  word  occurs  in  the  line,  insert  these 
words:  "the  first  engrossing  clerks,  res'pectivel^^ 
(me  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  each,"  aad  m 
the  saqae  line^  between  the  words  ^^heir"  and 
"  er^grossing,"  insert  the  word  "  other." 

The  bill;  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
to  make  provision  for  pereons  that  hare  been  dis- 
abled by  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  Slates  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended 
and  passed. 

EX-BASHAW  OF  TRIPOLI. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex- 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  being  under  consideiyition,  on 
the  question,  Shall  ihis  bill  pass  ?  Mr.  Bradlbt 
having  finished  bis  remarks  in  support  of  the 
bill—  .     . 

Mr.  AoAMB  said:— Mr.  President,  when  the 
question  was  yesterda^r  stated  frokn  the  Chair,  on 
the  final  passage  of  this  bill,  and  I  found  myself 
called  on  to  record  my  assent  to  or  dissent  from  it, 
I  felt  myself  bound  in  duty  to  call  upon  the  com-' 
mittee  bjr  whom  it  was  reported,  for  the  evidence 
upon  which  they  had  rested  the  claim  of  Hamet 
Bashaw  to  the  grant  of  money  which  is  proposed 
by  the  bill  to  be  made  to  hiiQ.  Together  witn  the 
bill  th«  committee  had  reported,  what  they  term 
"a  brief  staterhent  of  facts;"  upon  whicn  they 
declare  the  bill  itself  to  be  fouiKied,  and  wherein 
they  consider  his  claim,  not  on  the  generosity,  bat 
on  the  justice  of  the  United  S^iites,  from  his  ser- 
vice and  sufiering[8  in  their  c4use,  and  from  his 
having  been  deceived  and  amused  with  the  pros- 

gsct  of  beinff  placed  on  his  throne,  as  legitimate 
overeiga  of  Tripoli,  and  frequently  drawn  from 
eligible  situations  fof  the  purpose  of  being  made  the 
dupe  or  instrument  of  policy,  and  finally  sacrificed 
to  misfortune  and  wretchedness.  The  bill  accord- 
ingly makes  the  grant,  expressly  in  consideration  of 
his  services  and  sufferings  in  our  cause ;  and,  in 
voting  for  the  bill  as  it  now  stands,  I  should  con- 
sider myself  as  sanctioning,  as  far  as  my  vote 
would  go,  the  renort  pf  tne  committee,  upon 
which  the  bill  is  rounded.  This.I  could  not  do 
without  further  information.  I  thought,  sir,  and 
have  thought,  from  the  moment  when  I  first  saw 
the  report,  that  the  statement  it  contained,  far 
from  being  supported  by  the  voluminous  docu- 
ments which  have  been,  in  the  course  of  the  ses- 
sion, communicated  to  the  Senate,  respecting  all 
our  transactions  with  Tripoli,  was  in  many  re- 
spects contradictory  to  the  whole  tenor  of  those 


documents ;  my  recollection  of  the  documents  was, 
indeed,  only  or  their  general  tenor ;  for,  amidst 
the  presspre  of  the  various  other  important  busi- 
ness which  we  have  had  before  us,  I  had  not  found 
time  for  a  reperusal  of  them,  since  I  had  heard 
them  read  at  your  table.  But,  of  their  general 
complexion,  my  mind  had  received  a  clear  'and 
very  decided  impression,  with  which  I  found  it 
impossible  to  reconcile  any  part  of  the  commit- 
tee's report.  I  presumed,  .ho wever,  that  the  com- 
mittee were  possessed  of  evidence,  not  yet  com- 
municated to  the  Senate^  which  warranted  them 
in  those  assertions,  which  all  the  papers  witk 
which  I  had, been  made  acquainted  tended  rather 
to  disprove  than  (o  confirm.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  has  this  day  in&rmed  the  Senate 
of  the  grounds  upon  whicn  the  report  was  (|rawn 
up,  and  has  communicated  what  he  considers  as 
the  additional  evidence  in  its  support.  He  has 
also  favored  us  with  the  arguments  upon  which 
he  thinks  the  vi^ws  of  the  subject,  taken  io  the 
rejiort,  are  fully  substantiated.  I  regret,  sir,  that 
neither  his  arguments  nor  his  evidence  have  beea 
satisfactory  to  my  mind  \  but.  that,  after  givioff 
them  what  I  deem  their  full  share  of  weight,  1 
still  remain  convinced  that  the  report  is  founded 
upon  a  supposed  state  of  facts  altogether  errone- 
ous, and  a  view  of  the  whole  subject  altogether 
incorrect. 

The  merits  of  Hamet  Bashaw's  claim  upon  the 
United  States. must  depend  upon  the  nature  of 
the  engagements  contracted  between  the  United 
States  and  him,  and  tipon  the  transactions  under 
those  engagements.  With  respect  to  the  nature 
of  the  engagements,  there  is  a  very  striking  dif- 
ference between  the  statement  of  the  committee 
and  the  statement  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  his  Message  of  the  13th  of  January  last^ 
The  statement  of  the  committee  is  as  much  at 
variance  with  the  ideas  of  .Hamet  Bashaw  him-' 
self  as- with  those  of  the  President,  and  equally  in 
opposition  to  those  of  Commodore  Barron  and 
Mr.  Lear,  as'they  appear  in  the  printed  papers.  • 

With  regard  to  the  facts,  material  to  constitute 
the  peculiar  character  of  tliie  ex-Bashaw's  claim, 
the  statement  of  the  committee  is  no  less  in  flat 
contradiction  to  the  sutements  of  the  President, 
to  the  acknowledgments  of  Hamet  Bashaw,  and 
to  the  tenor  of  the  most  substantial  documents. 
,  As  to  the  nature  of  the  enffagemenfs,  the  com- 
mittee represent  Hamet  Bashaw  as  having  been 
inveigled,  deceived,  amused  with  promises  to  place 
him  on  his  throne^  and  finally  betrayed  and  sacri- 
ficed. They  appear  to  think  the  United  States 
were  bound,  at  fttlevents,  and,  by  their  exclusive 
exertions,  to  restore  him  to  his  dignity,  and  that 
the  mere  act  of  withdrawing  their  aid,  without 
accomplishing  that  object,  was  a  treacherous  vio- 
lation of  their  faith  plighted  to  him. 

The  President's  Message  says :  [Mr.  Bradley 
objected  against  the  redding  of  the  Message,  as 
but  of  order,  it  being  incompatible  with  the  rules 
to  adduce  the  opinions  of  the  Executive,  to  influ- 
ence the  opinion  of  the  Senate.  On  appeal  to 
the  Chair,  Mr.  Adams  stated  that  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  read  the  opinions  of  the  Execniive,  but  a 
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Statement  of  fiiets  by  the  Executive,  for  t^e  jNir* 
pose  of  showing  that  it  was  contradictory  to  the 
statement  of  facts  reported  by  the  committee, 
and  with  the  farther  view  of  showing^,  by  the  ac- 
knowledgmcnx  of  Hamet  Bashaw,  and  the  other 
documents  before  the  Senate,  that  the  statement 
of  the  Executive  was  the  correct  one.  iThe 
Pbesident  of  the  Senate  decided  that  he  might 
proceed.] 

The  President's  Message  says :  "  Durinflf  the 
'  war  with  Tripoji,  it  was  suggested  that  Hamet 
'  Caram'alli,  elder  brother  of  the  reigning  Bashaw, 
'  and  driven  by  him  from  his  throne,  meditated 
'  the  recovery  of  his  inheritance^  and  that.a  con- 
'  6ert  in  action  with  us  was  desirable  to  him.  We 

<  considered  that  concerted  Operations  by  those 
'  who  have  a  common  enemy  were  entirely  justi- 
'  fiabte,  and  miffht  produce  effiecCs  favorable  to 
'  both,  without  binding  either  to  guarantee  ,the 
*  objects  of  the  other.*' 

Here,  sir,  from  thfe  iPresident  himself,  we  are 
told,  not  that  Haoiet  Ba^aw  had  been  deceived, 
amused,  and  "  drawn  from  eligible  situations,''  but 
that  the  concert  of  operations  was  first  suggested 
as  desirable  to  him.'  Not  that  the  Government, 
ever  had  a  thought  of  pledging  the  United  States 
to  restore  Jiim  to  his  throne,  but  merely  that  a 
cpncert  inactfon  was  intended,  leaving  each  party 
perfectly  at  liberty  as  respected  the  object  of  the 
other.  Thecommittee^  therefore,  have  altogether 
mistaken  the  first  oesoiiations  with  Hamet  y  and 
Mr.  Eaton's  letters  of  the  5th  of  September  and 
13th  of  December,  1801,  prove  the  correctoess  of 
the  President's  statement 

The  report  of  the  committee  asserts,  that  the 
aigents  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mettiternmean 
ID  August.  1801,  entered  into  a  convention  with 
Hamet,  to' obtain  a  permanent  peae^  with  Tripoli, 
to  place  the  ex-Bashaw  on  his  throne,  and  procure 
indemnificatTon  for  all  expense  in  accomplishing 
the  same.  That  this  agreement  was  renewed  in 
November  following,  and  that,  in  1802,  *^when  the 
'  reigning  Bashaw  had  made  overtures  to  the  ex- 
'  Bashaw  to  settle  oji  him  the  two  provinces  of 
'  Derne  and  Bengazi,  atid  when  the  ex^Bashaw 
^  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  Tunis,  under  aii  es- 
'  cor t,, furnished  by  the  reigning  Bashaw/ the 

<  agents  of  the  United  States  prevailed  on  him  to 
(  abaadon  the  offer,  with  assurance  that.ihe  Unit- 
'  ed  States  would  effiectualiy  co-operate,  and  plaee 

<  him  on  the  throne  of  Tripoli." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  impossible  to  understand  the  re- 
port any  otherwise  than  intending  to  convey  the 
idea  that  these  conventions,  made  by  the  agents 
of  the  United  States  were  authorized  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Government,  and  the  offer  of  the 
reigning  Bashaw,  the  escort,  theaettlementof  the 
two  provinces,  are  represented  as  one  of  those 
eligible  situations,  which  he  was  prevailed  upon 
to  aban^ion  by  the  agents  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  promise  of  his  throne. 

What  18  the  fact  ?  The  conventions  alluded 
to  were  made  by  Mr.  Eaton,  and,  instead  of  being 
sanctioned,  were  expressly  disavowed  by  this  Qov- 
emraent 

[Mr.  Wrictbt  here  said,  that  Mr.  AnAMa  was 


mistaken ;  and  was  proceeding  to  object,  when 
the  President  of  the  Senate  observed  to  him 
that  he  would  have  an  opportunity  to  reply  after 
Mr.  Adams  should  have  finished,  and  desired  the 
latter  to  proceed.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  the  chairman  of  the  commit* 
tee,  the  gentleman  who  drew  up  the  report,  will 
not  deny  that  the  conventions,  of  which  I  am 
speaking,  were  those,  made  in  1801  by  Mr.  Eaton* 
[Mr.  Bradley  admitted  they  were.]  Well,  sir,  I 
shall  now  show  you  that  Mr.  Eaton's  authority 
was  expressly  disavowed  bv  this  Government. 

My  evidence  in  proof  or  this,  is  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  28th  of  Aug^ust, 
.1804,  to  Commodore  Morris,  then  the  authorized 
saperintlending  agent  for  negotiating  with  the 
Barbary  Powers.  I  take  it  from  a  pamphlet,  pub- 
lished by  Commodore  Morris  himself.  It  is  not 
among  the  tlocuments  communicated  to  us  this 
session  by  the  President,  but  its  authenticity  has 
never  been  denied ;  and  if  any  gentleman  here 
DOW  questions  it,  I  shall  move  for  a  regular  call, 
upon  the  head  of  the  Navy  Depattment,  to  re^ 
move  the  doubt.  It  contains  the  following  words : 
"  In  adjusting  the  terms  of  peace-  with  the  Dey  of 
'  Tripoli,  whatever  re^rd  may  be  had  to  the  ntvb* 
'  ation  of  hjs  brother,  it  is  not  to  be  considered  by 
'  ypu  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  prevent,  or  even 
'  to  retard  a  final  settlement  wi(h  the  Dey.  Mr. 
'  ^aton,  in  this  afiair,  cannot  be  considered  an  au- 
*  thorized  agent  of  the  Government." 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Eaton,  Mr.  Cathcart,  and 
Commodoi^e  Morris,  w^e.  all  informed,  by  de- 
spatches from  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  thareal 
nature  of  the  engagements  which  this  Govern- 
ment were  willing  to  make.  These  were  a  con* 
cert  of  operations  in  measures  of  hostility  i^iast 
the  reigning  B^^haw.  without  pledging  either 
party  to  the  cause  of  the  other. 

Let  us  now  see  what  wa&  the  real  nature  of 
those  magnificent  ofiers  of  the  reigning  Bashaw 
to  his  brother — the  armed  escort,  and  the  two 
provinces — upon  the  abandonment  of  whir^h,  un- 
der the  influence  of  our  agents,  the  repprt  raises 
such  a  fund  of  merit  and  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
Hamet.  The  committee  take  this  circumstance 
from  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Eaton  to  the  Com- 
.mittee  of  Claims,  in  February  7,  1804,  printed 
among  the  documents  of  that  season.  Largely 
as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  has  drawn 
from  that  statement  in  making  his  report,  it  is 
singular  that  the  following  passage  in  it,  page  16, 
has  escaped  his  attention  : 

**  Meantime,  I  had  wrought  upon  the  Bey's  Minister 
to  countenance  and  aid  my  project,  la  consideration  of 
my  promiie  to  give  him  f  10,000,  on  condition  of  his 
fidelity,  and  in  case  of  its  success.  I  thought  it  good 
policy  to  secure  the  j^finister ;  not  so  much  for  the  seN 
vice  ne  would  render,  as  to  cheek  the  mischief  which 
seemed  .impending.  He  confessed  it  was  the  inten* 
tion  of  the  enemy  Bashaw,  by  this  illusive  overture,  to 
get  possession  of  the  rival  brother  in  order  to  destroy 
him ;  and  he  permitted  my  dragoman,  under  an  imuno- 
tion  of  secrecy,  to  communicate  the  design  to  Hamet 
Bashaw.  This  determined  him  to  go  to  Malta,  under 
a  pretext  to  his  people  of  evading  the  Swedish  and 
American  cmiseri." 
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Aod  are  these  the  orertores  ?  Is  this  the  eligi- 
ble situation,  of  such  precious  ralue  to  the  ex- Ba- 
shaw, that  this  nation,  or  its  Qovernment,  is  to  be 
charged  with  perfidy  and  treachery  because  our 
agents  prevailed  upon  him  to  abandon' them? 
Kven  so  I  The  reigning  Bashaw  sends  an  escort 
of  forty  men,  with  ojQTers  of  two  provinces,  to  his 
exiled  brother,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  getting  him 
into  his  possession  to  destroy  him.  Our  a^rents 
discover  the  project;  apprize 'the  destined  victhn 
of  his  intended  late  $  rescue  him  from  inevitable 
destruction — and  now,  we  are  to  be  told,  that  by 
this  act,  we  .Were  not  conferring,  but  receiving  an 
obligation,  which  bound  us  ia  honor  and  duty  to 
restore  him  to  his  throne. 

The  report  asserts  that  the  Committee  of  Claims 
expressed  their  decided  approbation  of  Mr.  Eaton's 
official  conduct  in  these  transactions,  and  the.gen- 
tleman,  (Mr.  Bradley,)  in  his  argument  thi^'day, 
has  very  strenuously  insisted  on  this  circumstance 
asa  proof  that  this  Government  had  then  sanc- 
tioned them.  But  the  apprdbatioo  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claiips  is  not  thus  extensive.  .  It  is  ex- 
pressed i&  a  manner  which  p^uliarly  cpnfines 
their  applause  to  his  official  conduct  in  his  consu- 
lar agency.  He  was  Consul  at  Tunis,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  I  have  shown,  had  ex- 
plicitly demed  his  'autlrority fbrhis  conventions 
with  Hamet  Bashaw.  • 

Thus  much,  sir,  for  thie  nature  of  the  transac- 
tions between  the  agents  of  the  United  States  and 
the  ex-Bashaw,  prior  to  the  year  1804,  when  Com- 
modore Barron  with  his  squadron  were  sent  into 
the 'Mediterranean,  and  when  he  was  vested  with 
discretionary  powers  to  avail  himself  of  Hamet's 
co-operation,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Baton  ;as  an 
agent  sent  out  by  Government  for  that  purpose. 

This  discretibnary  power  of  Commodore  Bar- 
ron, the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  this  day 
strongly  contended  was  altogether  unlimited,  and 
such  is  the  idea  given  of  |t  in  the  report;  but 
this  I  apprelT^d  to  be  a  mistake  of  the  utmost 
importance.  It  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
statement  of  the  President's  Message,  and  to  the 
testimony  of  Commodore  Barron  himself.  The 
President's  Message  says : 

<*  We  authorized  Commodore  Barron,  then  proceed- 
ing with  his  squadron,  to  enter  into  an  understanding 
with  Hamet,  if  he  should  deem  it  useful ;  and  as  it  was 
represented  that  he  wouic)  need  some  aid  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  even  of  "money,  he  was  authorized  to 
furnish  them  to  a  moderate  extent,  according'  to  the 
prospect  of  utility  to  be  expected  from  it.  The  in- 
structions of  June  6th,  to  Commodore  Barron,  show 
that  a  co-operation  only  was  intended,  and  by  np  means 
an  union  of  our  object  with  the  fortunes  of  the  ex-Ba- 
shaw ;  and  the  <^ommodore*s  Letteito  of  March  22,  and 
May  19,  prove  thM  he  liad  the  most  correct  idea  of  .our 
intentions." 

These  letters  of  Commodore  Barron  are  both 
to  Mr.  Eaton  ;  the  first  in  answer  to  one  from  htm 
dated  the  18th  of  February,  mentioning  his  in- 
tended convention  with  Ilamet,  which  was  not 
then  reduced  to  wiiting.  Here  the  Commodore 
says: 

'*In  the  point  of  view  in  which  I  regard  the 


urea  already  pursued,  as  well  as  the  subject  of  the  co- 
operation generally,  I  conceive  we  ought  to  tread  with 
the  utmost  caution.  It  is  far  firom  my  wisl^  sir,  to 
damp  your,  ardor,  or  that  of  your  companions  in  arms, 
by  laying  too  great  a  stress  upon  the  cold  maxims  of 
prudence,  whereby  the  tide  of  success  is  oflen  lost; 
something,  I  am  aware,  should  always  be.  left  to  for- 
tune, in  enterprises  of  this  nature ;  but  I  must  own 
there  are  certain  things,  expressed  in  your  despatches, 
which,  when  brought  to  the  test  of  my  instructions 
from  home,  give  birth  to  feelings  of  doubt  and  uneasi- 
ness;'these  I  deem  it  incumbent  on  me  to  point  out 
to  you  with  candor  and  explicitness,  in  order  that  we 
may  <be  fully  understood.  You  must  be  sensible  that 
.in  giving  their  sanction  to  a  co-operation  with  the  exiled 
Bashaw,  Government  did  not  contemplate  the  ineasore 
as  leading,  necessarily  and  absolutely,  to  a  reinstate* 
ment  of  tibat  prince  in  his  rights  on-  the  Regency  of 
Tripoli.  They  appear  to  have  viewed  the  cooperation 
in  question  as  a  means^  which,  if  there  ezisteaeneigy 
and  enterprise  in  the  exile,  and  attachment  to  his  per- 
son on  the  part  of  to  former  subjects,  might  be  employed 
to  the  common  furtherance  and  advantage  of  his  claims 
and  our  oause,  but  witIiou\  meaning  to  fetter  theib- 
selves  by  any  Specific  and  definite  attainment  ss  an 
end,  which  the  tenor  of  my  instructions  and  the  limited 
sum  appropriated  for  that  special  purpose,  clearly  de- 
monstrate. I  fear,  by  the  convention  wtiich  you  were 
about  to  enter  into  with  Hainet,  and  by  the  complexion 
of  other  measures)  that  a  wider  rang^  may  have  been 
taken  than'is  consistent  with  the  powers  vested  in  me 
for  that  particular  object  These  apprehensions  may, 
perhaps,  prove  groundless,  on  ftirther  representations 
from  you;  but,  under wy  present  impressions,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  st^te,  explicitly,  that  I  must  withhold  my 
sanction  to  any  convention  or  agreement  committing 
the  United  States,  or  tending  to  impress  upon  Hamet 
Bashaw  a  conviction  that,  we  have  bound  ourseives  to 
plabe  him'  upon  the  t^nO.  The  conse^ences  involv- 
ed in  such  an  engagement  cannot  but  strike  you  forci- 
bly, and  a  general  view  ofour  situation,  in  relation  to 
the  reigning  Bashaw  ai^d  our  unfortunate  countrymen 
in  Tripoli,  will  be  sufficient  to  mark  its  inexpediency. 

."  I  wish  you  to  understand  that  no  guarantee  or  en- 
gagement to  the  exiled  Prince,  whose  cause,  Z  must 
repeat,  we  are  only  favoring  as  an  instrument  lo  our  ad- 
vantage,,and  not  as  an  end  in  -itself,  must  be  held  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  our  acquiescence  to  any  honorable 
and  advantageous  terms  of  accommodation  which  the 
reigning  Bashaw  m'ay  be  induced  to  propose;  such 
terms  heitkf;  once  ofiere^  and  accepted  by  the  repre- 
sentative of  Government  appointed  to  treat  of  peaee, 
our  support  to  the  er-Bashaw  must  necessarily  cease." 

This  letter  was  written  upwal'ds  of  a  month  be- 
fore the  capture  of  Derne.  I  have  read  thus  much 
of  it,  because  it  elucidates  most  clearly  what  the 
intention  of  the  Qovernment  was,  and  shows  that 
this  intention  was  perfectly  well  understood  by 
Commodore  Barron.  Mr«  hlaton  also  was  aware 
that  the  discretion  of  the  Commodore  was  by  no 
means  unlimited  as  to  the  sum  of  money  appro- 
priated to  this  object.  That  sum  was  twenty 
thousand  dollars ;  but  after  the  capture  of  Derne 
he  answered  the  Comtnodore's  letter ;  informed 
him  that  nearly  thirty  thousand  dollars  had  been  al- 
ready spent  in  getting  thus  far  ;  called  for  a  further 
large  suoply  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  the  gates 
of  Tripoli,  and  even  when  arrived  there,  expects 
the  Bashaw  could  "eflfect  little,  without  more 
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'  military  talents  and  finnness  than  exists  either  in 
'  himseJr  or  the  hordes  of  Arabs  who  attach  them- 
*  selves  to  him." 

The  Commodore's  letter  of  May  19,  is  in  reply 
to  this,  and  says : 

<<  The  business  is  now  arriyed  at  that  point  where, 
if  the  Ex'Bashaw,  after  being  put  in  possession  of 
Deme,  his  former  government,  and  the  district  in  which 
his  interest  is  most  powerful,  has  not  in  himself  energy 
and  talent,  and  is  so  destitute  of  means  and  resources, 
as  not  to  be  able  to  move  on  with  saccessful  progress, 
secopded  by  our  naval  force'  acting  oil  the  coasi,  he 
must  be  held  unworthy  of  fvuther  support,  and  the  co- 
operation as  a  measure  too  expensive  and  burdensome, 
and  too  little  pregnant  with  hope  or  advantage,  to  jus- 
tify its  fhrther  prosecution ;  for  whatever^  sir,  may  have 
been  once  the  intentions  of  Government  on  this  Subject, 
and  whatever  your  ideas  touching  those  intentions,  I 
feel  that  I  have  already  gone  to  the  ftill  extent  of  my 
authority.  The  instructions  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, on  this  particular  point,  with  which  you  are  not 
unacquainted,  fall  short  of  that  unlimited  discretion  and 
power  of  application,  as  relates  to  funds,  insisted  on  in 
your  letter,  and  are  totally  silent  in  regard  to  the  quan- 
tity and  description  of  supplies  and  stores,  which  you 
mention  to  have  been  in  Uie  contemplation  of  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  to  the  Bashaw." 

Thas,  sir,  the  discretionary  power  of  Commo- 
dore Barron,  to  avail  himself  of  Hainet's  co-ope- 
ration, was  not  unlimited — neither  by  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Executive,  nor  in  his  own  understand- 
ing. It  was  limited  ooth  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
engagement  he  was  to^contract,  and  its  to  the  sum 
appropriated  for  the  purpose;  co-operation  is  a 
term  of  reciprocal  import — it  certainly  means  that 
there  should  be  some  operation  on  both  sides.  The 
operation  in  this  case  by  sea,  was  to  be  conducted 
entirely  and  ezclusiyely  by  the  s<]tuadr6n  of  the 
United  States.  Hamet  Bashaw  could  contribute, 
and  was  expected  to  contribute,  nothing  to  that. 
His  operation  was  to  be  by  land ;  and,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  ordinary  reciprocity,  it  might  have  been 
required  that  this  also  should  be  exclusively  at 
his  expense.  The  Qovernment,  however,  were 
willing  to  furnish  .him  some  aid  even  there.  And 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousanct  dollars  had  been  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose.  This  was  going  as  far 
as  prudence  wduld  warfunt,  or  as  good  faith  could 
require.  Hamet  himself  could  have  entertained 
no  other  expectation,  since,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Eaton,  of  3d  January,  he  says :  "  Your  operations 
should  be  carried  on  oy  sea ;  mine  by  land.'.'  And 
even  after  the  peace  was  made,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Eaton,  of  20th  June,  he  acknowledfges.  as 
clearly  as  language  can  express  it,  that  the  failure 
of  co-operation  was  not  on  our  part,  but  his  own  ; 
that  his  means  bad  not  been  found  to  answer  our 
reasonable  expectations  3  and  that  he  was  "  satis- 
fied with  all  our  nation  has  done  concerning  him." 

Indeed,  sir,  I  know  dot  upon  what  principle  of 
common  sense.  Commodore  Barron  could  have 
given  to  his  iqstructlons  that  unbounded  exten- 
sion which  the  committee  has  found  in  them. 
The  subject  of  availing  himself  of  Hamet's  co« 
operation,  was  committed  entirely  to  his  discre- 
tion, and  $20,000  n^ere  placed  at  his  disposul  for 


that  purpose.  Could  he  possibly  understcmd  by 
this,  that  after  $30,000  bad  been  expended'in  get- 
ling  the  ex-Bashaw  to  Derne,  $50,000  more  should 
be  called  for  to  carry  him  before  the  walls  of 
Tripoli,  and  then  be  able  to  do  nothing  unless 
meb  were  furnished  from  the  squadron  to  lead  a 
amp  de  main  7  What  sort  of  co-operation  is  this, 
in  which  one  party  does  everything  and  the  other 
thing  ?  Was  it  possible  for  the  Commodore  to 
suppose  that  the  co-operation  was  to  be  with  our- 
selves 1  and  that  the  meaning  of**^  your  operations 
are  to  be  by  sea,  and  mine  by  land,"  is,  your  ope- 
rations are  to  be  both  by  sea  and  land  ;  mine  oy 
neither  1 

The  next  assertion  of  the  report,  for  probf  of 
which  I  am  stiil  to  inquire,  is,  that  even  after  the 
aid  of  the  Americans  was  withdrawn  from  Hamet 
Bashaw,  he  *^  would,  without  the  hazard  of  a  re- 

*  pulse,  have  marched  to  the  throne  of  Tripoli, 
^  nad  h^  been  supported  by  the  co-c^ration  of  the 
^  American  squadron,  which  in  honor  and  good 

<  faith  he  had  a  right  to  expect."  Compare  this, 
sir,  with  the  statement  in  the  President's  Message: 
'!  In  the  event  it  was  found  th^t,  after  placing  the 
^  ex-Bashaw  in  possession  of  Derne,  one  of  the 
'  most  important  cities  and  provinces  of  the  conn- 

*  try,  where  he  had  resided  himself >a&  Governor, 
'  he  was  totally  unable  to  comman<f  any  resources, 

<  or  to  bear  any  part  in  co-opetation  with  us.  This 
^  hope  was  then  at  an  end  j  and  we  certainly  iiad 
'  never  contemplated,  nor  were  we  prepared,  to 
'  land  an  alrmy  of  our  own,  or  to  raise,  pay,  or 
'  subsist  an  army  of  Arabs,  to  march  from 
^  Derne  to  Tripoli,  and  to  carry  on  a  land  war, 
^at  such  a  distance  from  our  resources.  Our 
'  means  and  our  authority  were  merely  naval ; 
^  and  that  such  were  the  expectations  of  Hamet, 
'  his  letter  of  June  29  is  an  unequivocal  acknow- 

*  ledgment." 

If  Hamet,  after  the  capture  of  Derne,  was  to- 
tally unable  to  command  any  resources,  or  bear 
any  part  in  co-operation  with  us,  how  can  it  be 
said  that  he  would,  vvithout  the  hazard  of  a  re- 

Eulse,  have  marched  to  the  throne  of  Tripoli,  had 
e  been  supported  by  the  co-operation  of  our 
squadron?  But^  further,  I  ask  what  were  the 
means,  what  were  the  resources,  of  this  sovereign 
Prince,  from  the  hour  when  Mr.  &aton  received 
his  orders  to  withdraw  from  him  ?  The  event 
sir,  is  worth  a  thousand  arguments.  He  could 
not  support  himself  a  day.  « He  was  compelled 
to  take  instantaneous  refuge 'on  board  our  vessels, 
and  was  saved  from  destruction  only  by  being 
brought  away.  Does  this-loqk  like  marching  to  the 
throne  of  Tripoli  ? 

The  next,  and  most  exceptionable  of  all  the 
errors  contaibed  in  this  report,  is  the  imputation 
it  casts  upon  the  characters,  and  the  wounds  it 
must  inflict  upon  the  feelings,  of  highly  confideji" 
tial  officers  of^this  Government — one  of  thdtn  ab- 
sent from  the  country,  at  the  distance  of  four  thou- 
sand miles,  unable  ca  defend  himself,  and  with- 
out a  friena,  to  my  knowledge,  to  defend  him  here. 
The  other  an  officer  universally  respected,  labor- 
ing under  a  long  and  painful  illness,  whose  infirm^ 
ities  should  rather  mive  added  sanctity   to  the 
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claim  of  delicacy  with  which  iadividual  charac- 
ter ought  to  be  treated. 

[Mr.  Wright  here  said  the  report  was  misrep- 
resented. That  he  had  treated  Commodore  Bar- 
ron's character  with  perfect  respect.] 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the 
report  has  very  explicitly  declared  that  no  blame 
ought  to  attach  to  Commodore  Barron  ;  but  it  has 
also  declared  that  a  wasting  sickness,  and  conse- 
quent mental  as  well  as  bodily  debilitv,  had  render- 
ed him  totally  unable  to  command  the  squadron ; 
that  to  this  cause  alone  may  be  attributed  the  final 
failure  of  |he  plan  of  co-opieration ;  that  Mr.  Lear 
appears  to  have  gained  a  complete  ascendency 
over  him,  thds  debilitated  by  sickness ;  or  rather 
that  Lear,  haying  assumed  the  command,  in  the 
name  of  the  Commodore,  paralyzed  every  mili- 
tary operation  by  sea  and  -  land ;  and  they  go  so 
far  as  to  impute  to  Mr.  Lear  all  the  letters  of 
Commodore  Barron,  subsequent  to  that  df  21st  of 
March,  1805.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
considers  all  this,  sir,  as  perfectly  respectful  to  the 
Commodore,  I  can  only  say  that  it  appears  in.  a 
different  liffht  to  me,  nor  do  I  imagine  it  will  bear 
that  complexion  to  the  person  immediately  inter- 
ested in  it.  But  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
has  gone  yet  further.  He  has  told  you,  in  so  many 
words,  that  the  Commodore  was  reduced  to  a.state 
of  perfect  childhood ;  has  represented  him  as 
equally  incapable  of  thought  and  of  action ;  in  a 
mere  state  of  dotage.  And  all  this  upon  what 
evidence?  Why,  because,  in  one  of  his  letters, 
Commodore  Barron  says  he  is  unable  to  writ^ 
with  his  own  hand ;  and  "because,  from  the  19th 
to  the  224  of  May,  there  appear  among  the  docu- 
ments, five  letters,  long  letters,  says  the  gentle- 
man, and  yet  the  Commodore's  secretary  had  an 
inflammation  in  his  eyes.  Sir,  is  it  possible  the 
gentleman  could  be  serious  in  dwelling  upon,  and 
repeatedly  recurring,  as  he  did,  to  this,  asm  proof 
of  incapacity  in  the  Commodore,  and  of  crimin- 
ality in  Mr.  Lear?  Whether  he  was  serious  or 
not,  I  cannot|;tell ;  but  his  reasoning  had  no  seri- 
ous impression  upon  my  mind ;  and  when  a  cause 
rests  upon  such  arguments  as  these,  it  is  a  strong 
presumption  df  its  destitution  of  any  better. 

fMr.  Bradlbt  here  said  Mt.  Adams  had  mis- 
en  him;  that  his  argument  had  dwelt  upon 
Captain  Dent's  testimony.] 

Mr.  AnAMs,  replied — Sir,  every  member  of  the 
Senate  who  now  hears  me,  heard  what  that  gen- 
tleman had  said  before.  I  appeal  to  them  whether 
he' did  not  urge  repeatedly,  with  great  apparent 
2eal  and  earnestness,  the  Commodore's  illness  and 
the  secretary's  sore  eyes,  as  a  proof  that  Mr.  Lear 
must  have  written  all  the  Commodore's  letters;  if 
he  did,  I  am  now  replying  to  what  he  said;  if  he 
did  not,  I  am  content  that  what  I  am  saying  should 
pass  for  absurdity.  Suppose  the  ComtiK)dore  was 
unable  to  write  with  his  own  hand,  or  even  to 
dictate  to  another  every  line  and  sentence  of  those 
letters,  if  the  leading  ideas  were  his,'might  they 
not  be  written  by  any  other?  Suppose  his  secre- 
tary had  sore  eyes,  was  there  no  other  person  in  the 
squadron  who  could  read  and  write  but  Mr.  Lear? 
Surely,  sir,  all  the  common  sense  and  common 


capacities  of  the  whole  squadron,  was  neither  db- 
solved  by  the  Commodore's  illness,  nor  consumed 
by  the  inflammation  of  his  secretary's  eyes.  As 
to  Captain  Dent's  testimony,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  inference  drawn  from  it  in  the  report,  is  much 
more  broa^  and  comprehensive  than  the  testimo- 
ny itself  will  warrant.  With  Captain  Dent.  I 
have  not  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance,  ana  I 
certainly  never  heard  a  syllable  to  the  disparage^ 
ment  of  his  character.  But,  sir,  permit  'me  to 
observe,  that  the  letter  from  him  on  which  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  relies,  was  not  cotein« 
porary  with  the  occurrences  to  which  it  alludes; 
It  is  a  sort  of  postliminary  evidence,  drawn  up 
sinpe  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  and 
doubtless  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  corroborat- 
ing the  view  of  things  previously  taken.  It  is  un- 
fortunately too  notorious,  that  among  the  officers 
employed  in  the  Mediterranean  service,  there  has 
been  a  division  into  parties,  and  that  a  very  ani- 
mated party  spirit  has  iningled  itself  in  all  the 
narratives  which  have  been  published  and  circu- 
lated in  conversations  respecting  their  transactions. 
In  all  such  cases,  persons  influenced  by  such  feel- 
ings, though  of  unimpeachable  integrity  and  of 
clear  understanding,  are  seldom  altogether  free 
from  a  certain  bias.  Some  allowance  must  al- 
ways be  made  on  such  occasions,  and  testimony 
the  most  unquestionable  on  the  score  of  upright- 
ness, must  be  susceptible  of  some  deduction  from 
the  medium  through  which  things  are  seen.  Yet 
what  is  the  amount  of  Captain  Dent's  testimony? 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  little  more  than  mere  opin- 
ion. It  was  the  opinion  of  the  officers  in  the 
squadron;  and  it  was  his  own  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Lear  had  a  great  ascendency  over  the  Commo- 
'dqre  in  his  measures  relative  to  (he  squadron. 
And  on  what  was  this  opinion  founded?  Why, 
on  Mr.  Lear's  intimacjr  with  him  during  his  de- 
bilitated state.  Well,  sir,  and  with  whom  should 
the  Commodore  have  entertained  this  intimacy, 
if  not  with  Mr.  Lear?  A  mutual  consultation 
upon  the  conduct  ,of  the  war,  and  upon  the  nego* 
tiation  of  the  peace,  was  enjoined  upon  both  W 
their  instructions.  What  could  be  more  natural, 
what  more  proper  than  this  intimacy?  and  if  Mr. 
Lear  did  obtain  an  ascendency  to  the  full  extent 
of  Captain  Dent's  opinion,  why  is  it  to  be  charged 
upon  him  as  a  crime?  Let  me  go  one  step  further. 
I  entreat  every  member  of  the  Senate  to  read  over 
attentively  those  letters  communicated  to  us  as 
Com modora  Barron's,  but  which  the  report  insists 
upon  considering  as  Mr.  Lear's^and  then  say  whe- 
ther it  is  at  all  material  who  wrote  them.  Sir, 
there  is  in  them  a  fund  of  good  sense,  of  sober  dis- 
cretion, of\  clear  discernment,  of  anxious  regard 
for  the  public  welfare,  and  of  vigilant  attention 
to  the  public  interests,  which  bespeaks  an  origin 
from  a  sound  head  and  a  well  placed  heart.  I 
care  not  who'  wrote  them ;  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  no  official  documents  presented  to  the 
Senate  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  body,  have  been  stamped  with  more  sterling 
intrinsic  value.  The  arguments  in  the  letters  to 
Mr.  Eaton,  on  the  subject  of  the  co-operation  with 
Hamet  Bashaw,  and  om  the  sabject  or  Mr.  filaton'a 
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measares,  are,  to  my  mind,  not  onlr  substantial, 
but  unanswerable.  Those  in  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Lear,'on  the  subject  of  negotiation  with  the  reign- 
ing Bashaw,  are  c<^ent  and  forcible.  The  report 
of  your  committee  lod^d  calls  them  pretended 
reasons,  and  imputes  them  to  Mr.  Lear.  It  says, 
the  committee  will  not  condescend  to  enter  into  a 
consideration  of  them.  6ir,  I  am  very  sorry  for 
it.  I  believe  sincerely,  that  if  they  had  conde- 
scended thus  far,  they  would  have  found  the  rea- 
sons were  solid  and  weighty;  that  they  were  well 
deserving  of  all  the  consideration  which  they 
thought  proper  to  deny  them.  They  did  conde- 
scend to  spei^k  the  language  of  reproach  and  bitter 
censure  upon  an  oflScer  of  high  trust  and  confi- 
dence, far  distant  from  his.  country,  and  thus 
unable  to  defend  himself.  They  did  condescend 
thus  to  accuse  him  in  the  face  of  the  President's 
Message,  which  declarer  that  he  had  perfectly 
understood,  and  faithfully  executed,  the  real  in- 
tentions of  the  EJxecutive  whose  minister  he  is. 
They  did  condescend  to  condemn  him  unheard, 
upon  evidence,  to  say  the  least,  very  questionable  j 
and  I  cannot  think ''it  would  have  been  unbecom- 
ing their  dignity,  to  give  a  moment.of  considera- 
tion to  the  reasons  alles^ed  for  his  conduct.  That 
condescension  which  the  committee  denied  him, 
I  hope  this  Senate  will  freely  grant.  It  will 
exalt  rather  than  debase  even  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  to  consider  the  reasons  alleged  in 
behalf  of  a  fellow-citizen,  ilnd  fellow-servant  of 
the  public,  accused  of  having  betrayed  his  trust 
and  di.<^raced  his  country.  It  is  the  more  sur- 
prising, sir,  that  the  committee  should  ha/e  treated 
with  such  contempt  the  reasons  for  negotiating 
the  peace,  when  we  find  by  their  own  statement 
that  the  first  of  these  reasons  is  the  danger  of  the 
American  prisoners  in  Tripoli.  The  committee 
say  they  think  it  had  no  foundation;  but  if  this 
was  their  opinion,  might  not  Commodore  Barron 
and  Mr.  Lear,  without  being  idiots  or  traitors, 
have  another  ?  It  is  indeed  a  little  singular  that 
the  letter  from  Commodore  Rodgers,  which  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  has  read  you,  is  itself 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  danger  in  i«:hich  the 
prisoners  misht  be,  was  the  decisive  reason  for 
concluding  tbe  peace.  He  says,  indeed,  that  be 
never  thought  the  prisoners  in  danger,  himself; 
bat  he  expTicitlv  declares  that  the  apprehensipn 
of  what  the  Bashaw  in  his  despair  might  do  with 
them,  was  the  preponderating  impulse  to  the  ne- 
gotiation. The  report  also  contains  ap  extract 
from  a  letter  of  Lieutenant  Wormeley,  then  him- 
self a  prisoner,  and  who  likewise  says  that  he  does 
not  think  their  lives  were  in  danger.  Well,  sir, 
and  what  does  this  prove  X  That  Lieutenant 
Wormeley  is  a  man  or  intrepidity,  not  easily  ter- 
rified.- Of  this  I  have  no  doubt;  but  it  proves  no 
more;  for  in  the  same  letter.hesays  he  was  all 
the  time  in  close  confinement,  and  had  Very  little 
means  of  knowing  what  the  Bashaw's  intentions 
were,  or  what  he  was  likely  to  have  done.  On 
the  other  hand,  you  have  the  testimony  of  Captain 
Bainbrid|^e,  and  of  the  Danish  consul,  Nissen. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  tells  you  that 
Captain  Bainbridge  says  nothing  of  that  import 


himself;  but  Mr.  Nissen  says  it,in  a  postscript  to 
a  letter  written  by  Captain  Bainbridse,  and  which 
he  therefore  must  have  known  of  before  it  was 
sent;  and,  besides  this,  tbeire  are  several  other 
letters  of  Captain  Bainbridge,  among  the  un print- 
ed documents,  in  which  he  assumes  the  style  of  a 
strong  suppliant  for  peace.  To  the  same  effect  is 
the  following  extract  horn  Mr.  Lear's  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  giving  an  account  of  the  ne- 
gotiation— *^At  11  A.  M.,  June  1st,  our  unfortunate 
^countryman,  Captain  Bainbridge,  came  on  board, 
^  who  had  been  permitted  to  come  off  under  the 
'  guaranty  of  the  Danish  consul,  and  Sidi  Mahom- 
'  et  Dghies,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs.  He 
^  assured  me  that  the  Americans  would  not  be 

*  delivered  until  a  treaty  of  peace  should  be  made 

*  with  the  Bashaw,  fts  peace  was  more  his  object 
'  than  the  sum  he  mi§^t  get  for  the  captives;  and 
'  as  it  was  our  intention  to  conclude  a  treaty,  it 
'*wouid  be  cruel  to  lei  our  countrymen  languish  in 
^  captivitv,  merely  on  the  punctilio  of  negotiating 
'  a  treaty  oiefdre  or  after  their  delivery,  as  whatever 
'  related  to  them  was  already  understood."  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  has  told  us  that  Mr. 
Nissen,  who  was  merely  a'consul,  could  not  be  so 
well  informed  as  Mr.  Wormeley,  whether,  the 
prisoners  were  in  danger  or  not.  How  his  testi- 
mony can  lose  any  of  its  weight  from  his  being  a 
consul,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  He  was  indeed 
a  consul;  he  was  also  that  friend  of  our  country, 
that  friend  of  humanity,  whose  benevolence  ana 
kind  attentions  to  our  tellow-citizens  in  captivity 
have  been  acknowledged  by  a  solemn  vote  of 
thanks  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress  during 
the  present  session;  and  from  his  situation  at  the 
time,  I  should  suppose  his  means  of  information 
must  have  been  greater  than  those  of  a  prisoner  in 
close* confinement.  Besides,  sir,  although  we  now 
are  acquainted  with  Mr.  Wormeley/s  opinion,  it 
could  not  be  known  to  Commodore  Barron  or  Mr. 
Lear,  then.  He  had  no  access  to  them,  nor  thejr 
to  him.  They  acted  on  the  information  they  haa, 
and  not  on  that  which  thev  could  not  have.  X 
will  indeed  freely  acknowledge  that  my  own 
opinion  agrees  with  that  of  Mr.  Wormeley)  and 
not  with  tliat  of  Mr.  Nissen;  I  do  not  believe  that 
in  any  event  the  Bashaw  would  have  sacrificed 
the  lives  of  our  prisoners.  I  believe  he  woali 
have  followed  the  course  most  useful  to  himself^ 
and  that,  at  the  last  extremity,  he  would  rather 
have  turned  them  to  such  account  as  he  could, 
and  given  them  up  for  peace  rather  than  put  them 
to  death.  This  may  have  been  an  error  in-  Mr. 
Lear;  bu^  as  far  as  I  can  find  from  this  papers 
before  us, 

'<The  very  hsad  and  front  of  his  offending 
Had  this  extent— no  more." 
Yet,  sir,  when  I  consider  the  extreme  solicitude 
manifested  through  this  whole  country  for  the 
fate  of  these  our  unfortunate  fellow-citizens,  and 
how  anxious  we  ail  were  for  their  redemption,  I 
can  excuse  that  error  which  consisted  in  too  ten- 
der'a  regard  for  their  situations,  though  I  cannot 
justify  it  altogether;  I  certainly  never  can  brand 
as  treachery,  what,  at  worst,  was  virtue  carried 
too  far,  on  the  borders  of  weakness. 
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The  Presidenl's  Message,  after  stating  what 
were  really  the  intentions  or  this  Government  in 
respect  to  a  co-operation  with  Hamet— after  stat- 
ing that  Commodore  Barron  had  most  correctly 
understood  these  intentions,  refers  to  Hamet's  let* 
ter  of  June, 29th,  as  a  proot  that  he  himself  had 
als6  understood  them,  and  our  engagements  with 
him  in  the  same  manner^  hut  the  report  of  the 
committee,  after  tacitly  rejecting  the  declaration 
of  the  President,  after  undertaking  to  disqualify 
Commodore  Barron  by  his  illness,  concludes  with 
disqualifying  Hamet  himself,  hecftuse  he  waa 
among  strangers,  in  distress,  and  in  fear  of  starv- 
ing, they  discredit  alike  hoth  the  parties  to  the 
contract,  and  the  only  person  authorized  to  the 
negotiation.  Commodore  Barron  was  not  a  moral 
agent,  for  he  was  sick.  The  ex-Bashaw  was  not 
a  moral  agent,  because  he  was  famished.  Why 
the  President  was  not  to  be  credited,  they  have 
indeed  left  us  to  conjecture;  but  it  is  a  new  mode 
of  establishing  facts,  to  deny  the  powers  of  moral 
afi^ency  to  all  the  persons,  who  are  the  best  possi- 
ble witnesses  to  the  transactions. 

The  last  assertion  of  the  report,  for  which  I 
can  find  no  sufficient  support  in  the  documents 
before  us,  and  which  I  shall  now  notice,  is,  that 
the  stipulation  of  the  reignino;  Bashaw,  to  deliver 
up  his  orother,  his  wife,  and  cniidren^  has  not  been 
carried  into  execution,  and  that  "  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable it  was  never  intended,  to  be."  That  they 
have  not  been  delivered  up,  I  suppose  to  be  true. 
That  they  have  been  demanded,  does  not  appear. 
That  they  could  be  demanded  before  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  is  at  least  questionable;  but 
that'they  will  be  demanded  and  obtained,  I  do  trust 
and  believe,  for  I  hope  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
will  give  us  a  perfect  right  to  make  the  demand. 
I  cannot  believe,  sir.  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be 
executed.  Upon  wnat  evidence  did  the  commit- 
tee form  this  opinion?  Was  it  upon  the  assertion 
in  Mr.  Eaton's  letter  to  the  Secretary  oi  the  Navy? 
That,  sir,  mu^t^  I  think,  be  founded  upon  s6me 
mistake;  for  it  intimates  that  there  was  a  secret 
article  to  that  effect.  Now,  sir,  we  know  that  this 
could  not  be;  as  an  article  of  the  treaty,  if  secret, 
we  must  have  known  it  in  this  body.  It  most 
have  been  communicated  to  .us.  We  know  that 
there  is  no  such  article  as  an  agreement  between 
the  Bashaw  and  Mr.  Lear,  no  such  agreement 
could  take  place.  Mr.  Lear  could* not  possibly 
make  it.  Had  he  incurred  the  guilt  and  folly  of 
assentinj;  to  such  a  bargain,  it  could  nox  take  from 
us  the  right  of  insisting,  as  I  hope  wq  shall  effect- 
ually do,  upon  the  real  and  formal  stipulation  of 
the  treaty.  Such  an  intention  must  have  defeated 
itself. 

There  are  many  other  facts  stated  in  this  rei)ort, 
sir,  against  the  correctness  of  which  objections 
might  be  made,  but  which,  as  being  of  minor 
importance,  I  leave  unnoticed.  There  may  be, 
and  probably  are,  others  which  have  escaped  my 
observation.  According  to  my  view  of  the  docu- 
ments, the  embarrassment  would  be,  not  in  select- 
ing those,  but  in  finding  any  to  which  the  convic- 
tion of  my  mind  could  assent.  Had  the  bill  been 
constructed  upon  the  only  foundation  which  can, 


in  my  opinion,  warrant  a  grant  to  Hamet  Cara- 
malli,  I  mean  the  foundation  recommended  by 
the  President's  Message — the  liberality  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  nation— it  would  have  had  my 
willing  vote.  But,  questionable  as  the  statement 
of  the  report  appears  to  me,  I  see  no  such  princi- 
ples of  duty  arising  from  it,  as  it  aileses,  and  must 
therefore  vote  against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

WEONESnAT.  April  2. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russel  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  WoRTHJNOTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  28th  of  February  last, 
the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  continue  in  force  an 
act,  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
'War  to  issue  land  warrants,  aind  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  the  bill  with  amendments ;  which 
were  read  and  ordered, to' lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the. House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  modification  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives;" 
whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives dqth.  disagree  to  the  said  modification, 
and  doth  adhere  to  their  disagreement,  to  the  said 
amendment.  They  have  passed  a  bill^  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the 
Territorial  courts;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  fot  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  and  for  other  purposes;" 
in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bataro,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  29ih  of  March  last,  the  account  of 
expenses^or  fitting  up  the  Senate  Chamber,  for 
the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Chase,  signed, 
forB.  H.  Latrobe,  John  Lenthall,  made  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Cara malli,  ex-Bashaw 
of  Tripoli;  and,  on  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

THURsnAY,  April  3. 

The  resdlqtion  reported  by  the  committee,  ap- 
propriating a  sum  to  discharge  the  account  for 
fitting  up  the  Senate  Chamber  for  the  trial  of  the 
impeacbmetat  of  Judge  Chase,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bat ARD  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ^Ai^  act  to  extend  jurisdiation  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Mitchill,  Mr. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Turner,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 
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The  bifl,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  orovide  for  the 
adJDsttneDt  of  titks  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  for  other  parposes//  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Tracy  and  othfers. 
the  committee  lb  whom  was  referred,  on  the  23*0 
of  December  last,  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  cm  this  subject^  to  consider  and 
Report  thereon. 

The  Senate  fesnmed,  a^  ih  Cdtfimtttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to*th6  bill,  en- 
titled '*An  act  to  continue  in  fbtce  an  act,  entitled 
''An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue 
land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes/'  and  having 
in  nart  adopted  the  report,  the  bill  was  amended 
ima  reported  to  the  House  accordingly.    .   , 

Chttered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  B^ADLBT.be  oi^  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States/*  in  place  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Mary- 
hind,  President  pro  tempore.    , 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Giftert  C.  Ritssel  ^as 
read  the  third  time«  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a, bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
^An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  twQ 
ieperate  governments,'  and  for  other  purposes j" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropriaticuis 
for  the  support  of  th«  Military  Beaiabiishmeat  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1806;"  in  which 
Wb  they  desiVe'  the  c^ncnrreirCe  of  the  Senate; 

The  blHi^  w«rd  r^adj  aud  or^red  td  tbe  secdnd 
readinff. 

The^denatd  took  into  donsiderflfHiOtt  th«  i^solu- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adhering  to 
their  diaasreement  td  tfere  amendmetit  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bil^  enftitied  ^An  a«t  to  reaulate  and  &x  the 
eompensationii  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representadyes^'  to  irit:  the  insertion 
of  a  seetipn  to  follow  the  first'  section  of  the  ofiizi- 
aai  bill. 

Be$clbMi  That  th«  Senate  i^fiede  from  their 
ttiid  ameodmeat.  > 

The  Senate  riesumed  the  tfaivd  reaAding  oi  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalir,  ex-BashaiAr 
of  Tripoli  f  and,  on  motion,  that  the  bill,  together 
with  the  report  ol  the  committee  of  the  17th  'Of 
March  last,  be  recommitted,  it  passed  in  the  affirma* 
tire— yeas  15,  nays  14^  as  follows: 

TsAS— -Messrs.  Adabs,  Baldt<riB;  Ca^dk,  GaiUard, 
Gilmsn,  Howlsnd,  Kitcfael,  Logan,  Moore,  PllHner, 
Smith  of  New  Tdrk,  Snlith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter, 
SttdTimMr. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adair,  Andeiwm,  Bayard,  Bradley, 
HaihoQse,  Msblay,  Pickenng,  8mith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Smilh  of  T^nnenet,  Trmcj,  White^ 
Wscthiagtim,  and  Wright. 

And,  on  motion,  it  was  aj^reed  that  they  be  re 
femd  to  the  ct>mmittee  who  brought  in  the  bill, 
with  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Aoams  and  Sumteb, 
farther  to  consider  and  report  th6reon. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  31st  of  March  last,  the  bill  to 
suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of 
9th  Coir.-— 8 


Ohio,  and  the  Indiaba  Territory,  repgVted  the  bill 
withoat  amendment. 

On  molion, 
.  Resolved,  That  the  letters  of  Mr.  Eaton,  Captain 
Dent,  and  Lieutenant  Wonneley,  in  answer  to  the  in- 
<|uiries  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
application  of  Hamet  Caramalli,  be  printed,  together 
with  the  following  iettem,  to  wit : 

Prom  Commoifore  Kodgters  to  the  Secretary  of  fh<r 
Navy,  of  ths  date  of  June  8,  1806. 

Prom  Hamet  Bashtiw  to  t^ommodore  Banon,  of  Peb- 
ruaxy  16,  1806. 

From  Commodore  Banon  to  Hamet  Bashaw,  of 
March  21,  1806. 

From  Commodore  Bamm  to  Captain  Hull,  of  March 
23,1866. 

From  WiUiam  Eaton  to  Commodore  Barron»  of  May 
29,  1805. . 

From  Commodore  Rodgers  to  William  Eaton,  of 
June  6,  1805. 

The  remainder  of  the  letter  £rom  Tobias  Lear  to 
William  Eaton,  not  published  before,  of  June  6,  1805. 

From  William  ihton  to  Commodore  Rodgers,  June 
13,  1805. 

Prom  Tobias*  Lear  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  dated 
Juh  6,  1805. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Tobias  Lear,  dated 
JnUe  6,  1804. 


Friday,  April  4. 

The  bill  entiAed  ''An  act  making  ap|»ropria- 
tiohs  foi>  the  support  of  th^  Military  Esublisfa- 
ment  of  ^e  United  States  for  the  year  1906,''  waa 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  toMessrs.  SroKe, 
Baldwin,  and  Adatr^  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  «An  act  to  divide  the  Itidi/BilliA 
T^ritory  into  two  separate  eovernm'ents,  and  foi^ 
other  purposes,"  was  read  tn6  second  time,  atfd 
referred  to  Messrs.  WorthinqtoN,  TRACy,  and 
Baldwin,  to  cpnsider  and  re^xort  thereon.   .   .^ 

.A  messaee  from  the  House' of  Eepresentativ^ 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
thf  atnendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''Ah  aoc  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  ac^  entitled 
'An  a^t  negnlating  foreign  coins,-  and  for  othec 
purposes/  as  is  eontaineu  in  the  second  section 
thereofj"  with  amendments  tothe  amend nifenta^  in 
wJiioh  they  request  tbeconcorrence  of  the  Senate. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  supple* 
mentary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  jmy- 
ment  or  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on 
the  Government  of  Frapce  r  s^lso,  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  further  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  and  for  other  purposes ;''  in  which  hilts 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  a  joint  resolution  "that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
Senate,  on  the  time  that  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress may  adjourn." 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  in  the  rtiessasje 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  readiftg. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  presented  the  petition  of  Azaridh 
Eglesion  and  others,  praying  that  a  post  road  inay 
be  established,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition 
from  the  city  of  Albany^,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York, 
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to  the  city  of  Harcfurd.  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, on  the  Farin?ton  river  road ;  and  the  peiiiion 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  toulc  into  coDsideration  the  aniend- 
iiieni?  of  the  Hotfse  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ."An  act  to  regu- 
late so  mucn  of  the  act,  eotidetl  *An  act  regulat 
ing  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes.'  as  is 
contained  in  the  second  section  thereof;"  and 
concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  resiumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  hale  of  certain  lands  in  th^ 
8tete  of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory;"  and, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  th6  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  38th  of  January  last,  the  report 
and  estimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the 
year  1806,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  by 
bill.  V        ' 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  cnnimitiee  to  confer 
on  the  ti'me  Congre-^s  may  adjourn,  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  lor  consideratiun* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  entitled  **An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts  as  authorize  the'receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
public  debt  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United 
State.H,  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  pub- 
lic debt  ;"  and  on  motion  to  strikeout  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  as  follows: 

'*Be  ii  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
tentalivea  of  the  Untied  States  of  America  in  Congreea 
OBBembled,  That  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author' 
ice  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  pi^lilic  debt,  in  pay- 
neDt  for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  30th  of  April,  1806,  be  repealed:  Provided^ 
That  the  right  of  all  persons  who  may  have  purchased 
public  lanjls  previous  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  pay 
for  the  same  in  stock,  shall  in  do  wise  be  afiected  or 
inapaiFed :  And  provided  further.  That  there  shall  be 
allowed  on  every  payment  made  at  or  before  the  same 
shall  fall  due,  for  the  lands  purchased  before  the  90ch  of 
April,  1806,  in  addition  to  the  discounts  now  allowed 
by  law,  a  deduction  equal  to  the  difference  at  the  time 
of  such  payment,  between  the  market  price  of  sir  per 
cent,  stock  and  the  nominal  value  thereof;  which  mar- 
ket price  shall,  from  time  time,  be  sUted  by  the  See- 
retaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  the  officers  of  the  several  land 
offices:" 

It  passed  in  the  negsitive — yeas  7,  nays  21,  as 
follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,"Hillhouse,  Pickering* 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Gon- 
dii, Gaillard,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Logan,  Maciay,  Mit- 
chill,  Moore.  Pluiner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont.  Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston, 
Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright 

On  ntotion  to  agree  to  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill  as  amended,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  22.  nays  6,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  Condit, 
Gai'Urd,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Jjogan,  Maciay,  Mitchill, 
Moore,  Plumer,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ten- 
nesssee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Thruston, 
Tracy,  Ttuner,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 


.  Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Rillhoube,  Pickering, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  and  White. 

So  it  was  re^<ol ved  that  i  hh  bill  pass  as  amended. 

T^he  reiiolution  authorizing  the  payment  of  the 
account  for  fitting  up  ihp  Senate  Chamber  for  the 
trial  and  impt-acbment  of  Judge  Chase^  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  agreed  to.  a/t  follows: 

Resohedj  That  ihe  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  three 
dollars  and  seventeen  cents  and  a. half  be  appropriated, 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,  to  be  applied  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  in  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  ac- 
counts allowed  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  for  ex- 
penses attending  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  J udg» 
Chase,  and  remaining  unpaid ;  and  to  the  list  of  ac- 
counts relative  to  the  same  objacti  furnished  by  John 
Lenthall  for  B.  R.  Latrobe,  countenigned  by  the  chaiz^ 
tean  of  this' committee. 
On  motion, 

Besolvedt  That  the  following  documents  he 
printed  in  addition  to  those  ordered  to  be  printed 
yesterday: 

A  letter  from  Csptain  W.  Bainbri(]ge  to  Commodora 
S.  Barron,  dated  16th  March,  18U5. 

A  letter  from  the-'Danish  Consul,  Nissen,  to  Com- 
modore S. -Barron,  dated  1 8th  March,  1805. 

Letters  from  Captain  W.  Baiiihridge,  to  Commodore 
S.  Barron,  dated  22d  March,  1805,  and  Ist  April. 

A  letter  from  S.  Barron,  to  T.  Lear,  dated  S2d  May, 
1805. 

A  letter  from  8.  Baron,  to  John  Rodgers,'dated  t22d 
May,  !8(6.  - 

A  letter  from  S.  Barron,  to  John  Rodgeis,  dated  S5th 
May,  1^06. 

Letters  from  -Commodore  John  Rodgen,  to  Com- 
modore 8.  Barron,  dated  28th,  39th,  and  80th  May, 
1805. 

A  letter  from  the  aame^  to  the  same,  dated  3d  June, 
1805. 

.  The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  i«8ue  land  warrants,  ajnd  for  other  pur- 
poses." was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. . 

Beaohed,  That  this  bill  passes  amended. 

Mr.  Balowin.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  28th  of  March  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,"  reported 
tbe  same  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  conKider^ltion  of  the 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  shipping  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States;  and  the  biU  waa 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  ip  December  next. 

The  hill  makings  provision  ftir  the  defence  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and -for  the  disposal  of  a 
part  of  the  public  Land  th»>rein.  was  reeumed,  and 
the  further  cons^i deration  of  the  bill  was  postponed 
to  the  firfit  Monday  in  Deoember  next. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  24th  of  March  last,  the  bill, 
entitled  'An  act  auihoriztng  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  over  the  rirer  Potomac;  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Monday,  April  7, 
The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  further  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
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poHes,"  w9ks  rend  the  ^("cond  tifiK,  and  referred  to 
Me&srs.  Andbbson,  Wbite,  aod  Stonb,  to  coo- 
sidt*r  Slid  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ?*An  act  sapplemenUry  to  the 
act  making  nrovinion  for  the  payment  of  cmlms 
of  citizf  n**  or  the  United  States  on  th«  Qorern 
ment  of  France,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Moorb,  and  An- 
derson, to  consider  a  Ad  report  the»eon. 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom,  was 
referred,  on  the 29th  of  Maech  last,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled **An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sop- 
port  of  Qovernmeiii  for  the  fear  1806/'  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments. 

A^ee^bly  tu  leave  giv«n.  on  the  4th  instant, 
Mr.  Tract  reported  '^  A  bill  to  resulate  apd  fix 
the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  lor  other  pur- 
poses;'' 9Qd  the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Seniite  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  tlie  ap 
pointment  of  a  joint*  epm  mil  tee  \q  confer  on  the 
time  when  Congress  may  adjourn;  and  *. 

Beaolved,^  That  they  dp  not  concur  therein. 

Mr.  Wri'gbt  comHiuoicated  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  (he  State  of  Maryland  instructing 
tbeir  Senatorit  and  Representatives  in  Congress 
to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  ohtaia  an  amend- 
roeni  to  the  Constitution  o/  the  UoHed  States  to 
prevent  the  further  importation  or  slaves;  where- 
upon. Mr.  Wriobt  submitted  tH$  following  reso- 
lutions for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate: 

Retohtd^  ifC,  That  th^  folloyring  avticl'e  be  proposed 
to  the  Legislatares  of  the  several  States,* as  an  amend- 
ment  to  the  Coostitutton  of  the  United  States,  which, 
when  ratified  by  tfarce-foorths  of  the  said  Itegislatures, 
ahall  be  valid  as  a  part  of  the  said  Coaistitution  to  wit: 

Ueaolvedt  That  the  migration  or  importation  of  slaves 
into  the  United  States,  or  any  territory  thereof,  be  pro- 
hibited after  the  first  dav  of  January  1808. 

Tne  Senate  re«Uine<l,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
^  An  act  authorizing, th^  erection  of  a  bridge  over 
the  river  PoComac,  within  the  T^'istridt  of  Colum- 
bia," and  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  with- 
out amendment^ ' 

6a  the  question.  Shair this  bill  pass  to  the  third 
readinsrt  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yea.«  17.  nays  11.  as  follow^: 

TiAS — Messrs.  Baldwin;  Bradley,  COndit,  daillard, 
Gihnaii,  HlUhouse,  Howland,  Logan,  Moore,  Pickering, 
Plamet,  SmHh,  of  Ndw  York,  Hmith;  of  Tennessee, 
Smith,  of  VermoiU,  Stoke,  Somter,  and  White. 

NAts-^Messis.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Kitehel, 
Maday,  Smith,  Of  Maryland,  Thrnston,  Tracy,  Worth- 
tngton,  and  Wright. 

The  bill  to  su^^nd  the  sale  of  certain  lands  In 
the  8*ate  of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  postponed. 

Mr.  Ad4M8.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  oa  ttye  28th  of  March  Ia8t,'tbe  bill  for  the 
regulation  of  the  fees  of  attorneys,  and  the  officers 
of  the  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments, 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consider- 
ation. 


ToBSDAT,  April  8. 

A  Messasre  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hotise  have  passed 
a  hill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  erecting  certain  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  Massac htJsetis;  for  bdilding 
a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridsr^port.  in  the  State  uf  Con- 
necticut; and  for  fixing  buoy's  in  Pamiico  Sound, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  also.  *'a  joint 
resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
and  Speaker  df  the  House  of  Representaftives,  to 
adjourn  their  respective  Housed  on  Wednesday, 
the  16th  of  April  instant;"  in  which  bill  and  res- 
olution they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  ordered 
(0  the  second  reading. 

The  resolution  last  brought  up  for  condurrenea 
was  read.  '       ^    , 

Mr.  Tract,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  28th  of  March  last,  the  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  for  es(ahli>hin?  a  Mint,  and  regu- 
lating the  coins- of  iheUniied  States,  teported  the 
bill  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  restim'ed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  State 
of  Ohio  and  the  Indian^  Territory;  and, 

.  Resoloed^  That-  this  bill  do  pa.^s.  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be  **  An  act  to 
suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of 
Ofiio  and  the  Indiana  Territory." 

A  rtiessage  from  the  Hiuse  of  Representatives 
informed  tlie  Senati^  that  the  Hou^e  C(»ncur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  au- 
thor*ze  the  receipt  ol  evidences  of  the  public  debt 
in  |>ayment  of  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt,"  with 
an  amendment  to  the  fourth  amendment,  and  dis- 
agree to  the  last  amendment,  a^k  a  conference 
thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part.   '     , 

The  Senate  rook  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Keprebentatives,  asking  a 
conference  on  iheir  nmendment  to  the  bill  last 
mentioned;  and, 

JHeaolved,  Toat  they  do  agree  to  the  conference, 
and  that  Messrs.  Tract  and  BALOWtif  be  mana* 
'gent  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  an  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported 
on  the  7th  instant,  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Q  ivern- 
ment  for  the  year  1806;"  and,  having  agreed  there- 
to, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned. 

The  bill  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation:! 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
second  time;  and  pslssed  to  the  third  reading. 


Wbdiiesday,  April  9. 
Mr.  Stonb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa^  re- 
ferred, on  the  4th  instant,  the  hill,  entitled,  ''An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  thu 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1800,"  reported  the  bill  without  aiftend- 
ment 
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Mr.  Sumter,  from  thie  cemmittee  to  whom  was 
icfened,  on  the  29th  of  Jaauftry  last,  the  bill  en- 
titled *'  An  «ct  authorizios:  a  detaehmeat  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  Stages,"  reported  the  bill 
without  amendment, 

Mr*  BRAOi«ay,from  the  comi)ftitt/ee  to  whom  was 
referred  pn  the  3d  insunt.  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hamlet  GaramalH^ex-Basnaw  of  Tripoli,  together 
with  the  report  thereon,  of  the  17th  of  Mareh  last, 
made  report,  that  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next;  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiFes 
anthoriziig  the  adjournment  of  botn  Houses  of 
Con^rress,  on  the  loth  of  the  present  month,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  the  consideration  there- 
of postponed  until  Saturday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  a£t  for  eteotrng  certain 
lifht-houses  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  for 
building  a  beaoon  pr  pier  at  Bridgeport  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut;  and  for  fixing  biiojrs.in  Pamli- 
co Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,'^  was 
read*. the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Tur- 
NSR,  AoAMs,  and  PicKBRitio,  to  consider  «nd  re- 
port thereon. 

The  resolution  that^  on  account  of  the  ftineral 
es^enses  of  the  honorable  James  Jackson,  late  a 
Senator,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  author- 
ized to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senr 
ate»  the  amount  of  such  accounts  as  may  be  allow- 
ed and  certified  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangement, 
was  read. 

A  message  from  the  Houso  of  Repre^ntatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a.biU^  entitled  ^  An  act  in  addition  to  '  An  act  reg- 
ulating  fhe  grants  of  land  and  proTiding  for  the 
disposal  of  Uie  lands  of  the  United  States  south 
of  the  Stale  of  Tennessee;"  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  Id  amende  in  the  oases  therein  mentioned,  thje 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage  ;"■  and  the  bill- entitled  "*  An  act  for 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes;" 
in  which  biUs  they  desire  4he  concursenpe  of  the 
Senate. 

The  last  three  biUs  browht  op^  for  conewrence 
Vtre  read,  and  ovdered  to  ue  secopd  reading 

The  Senate  took  iato,consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee oi  the  Whole,  the  ameoadments  to  the  bill 
far  the  reemlation  of  the  lees  of  attori^eys  and  the 
officers  ofthe  courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and,  having  further 
amended  the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  House 
ancordingly. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

EeMolved^  That  the  Prbsibent  of  the  Sedate 
notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Geoigia,  of 
the  death  of  James  Jackson,  late  a  Senator  of 
that  State  for  the  United  States. 

The  bill  to  regaiate  and  fix  the  compensations 
ot  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the 
third  time ;  and,  having  been  further  amended, 

Beeolvedi  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engross- 
ed, and  that  the  title  thereof  be  '^An  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  eampeneation  of  clerks,  and  for 
other  purposes." 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration' of  theamendmentB  re- 
ported to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act.  making  appro* 
priations  for  the  sup|K>rt  of  Cbvernment  for  the 
year  1806;"  and,  having  further  amended  the  bill, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 


Tqubbdat,  April  10. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  th^  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  on  the  memorial  of  John  Chester, 
be  referred  to  Messrs.  Hillhoubb,  Baldwin,  and 
AifDBRBON,  10  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  two  hundred  copies  of  the  letter 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  Vice 
President,  of  the  28th  of  January,  1806,  together 
with  the  accounts  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  DepartmeatSj  from  October  1.  1804,  to  Oe« 
tober  1,  1805,  be  printed. 

The  Ml,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act. 
entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  ana 
providing .  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee," 
was  read  the'second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Adams,*  Baldwin,  and  Stone,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon.  , 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amcfnd,  in  the 
cases  therein  mentioned,  'the  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  irnports  and  tonnage/'  Was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
MiTGBitL,  Baldwin,  and  Btone,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishiilg  trad- 
ing-houses with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Andebson, 
Smith,  of  OhiOj  and  Stone,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  on  the  7th  instant,  for  an  amend* 
meiit  to  iht  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
for  prohibiting,  after  the  first  of  January,  1808,  th« 
further  importation  oJT  slaves;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  unlH  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  took  into  Consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whple,  (Mr.  Anderbqn  having 
been  requested  bv  the  President  to  take  the 
Chair,}  the  amendments  reported  by  the  select 
committee  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares^aod  mer' 
chandise.'^  AxmI,  after  delmte,  the  Prs0idbnt  re** 
sumed  the  Chai#,  and  Mr.  Andbrboh^  from  the 
Comaittee-'of  the  Whole,  reported  that  they  had 
disagreed  to  the  aoftendments  of  the  setet  com- 
mittee, 'but  ha4  agreed  to  an  amendment  to  the 
bill;  which  was  read,  and  the  billwae  amended 
accordingly ;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall  the  bill 
pass  to  the  third  reading,  as  amended  ?  it  passed 
id  the  affirmative— yeas  19,  nays  9,  as  foMowst 

YsAS — MesBiB.  Adams,  Aadenon,  BaldwiU)  Gondit, 
Gaillard,  GKiman,  Rowland,  Kitchel,  Maofoy,  Mitchill, 
Moors,  Smith  of  Maxytaoidy  Smith  of  New  York,  l^ith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smithof  Vermont,  Thras* 
ton.  Turner,  and  Wright. 

Navs— lilessn.  Adair,  Bradley,  HiUhonse,  Pidm- 
ing,  Plumer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and  White. 
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The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act. making  appropria- 
tioo9  for  tJie  support  of  Goveri^iaeat  for  the  fear 
1806,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  ameodmeots. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  ihat  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  wee- 
tion  of'a  brid|»  o^er  the  Tiver  Potomac,  within 
the  District'  of  Colombia,"  be  the^rder  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  .in  Committee  of  the 
W/hole^  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sapport  of 
the  Military  fi^blishment  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1806  j*^  and  the  bill  having  been  re- 
ported to  tha  House  without  amendment, 

Ordered^  "that  it  pass  to  a  third  rending. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  17tlr  of  March  laat  relattre  to. 
William  Baton,  and  others,  late  omcera  in  the 
«rmy  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  TripolL 

Ordertd^  That  the  furthei  consideration  theie- 
of  be  postponed  until  the  ftisi  Monday  iii  Decem- 
ber next. 

Mr.  ANiMBnsoii,  from  the  comoultee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  furtner  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  aad  for  other,  potposea."  reported  the  hill 
with  amendments. 

The  resolution  for  defvayinff  the  expanses  of 
the  funeral  of  J'AiiEa  Jackson,  late  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  State  of  Gtoorgia,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  paoaed  to  the  thicd 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  fees  of  attor- 
neys and  the  officers  of  the  courts  of  the  District 
<fi  Columbia,  and  ibr  other  parpoees^  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended,  and  further' amendments 
hanng  been  nroposedi  the  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed. 

FaiDAT,  April  IL 

Mr.  BlunLBT  preseoled  the  monerial  of  Ira 
Allen,  stating  that  be  has  sustained  great  damage 
and  sufferings  by  the  eaptare  of  a  quantity  of 
arms  and  wdnance^  under  the  authority  of  the 
British  (SoTemment,  whieh  ^re  purchased  in 
France,  for  the  supply  of  this  militia  of  the  Siate 
oi  Vermont,  in  the  yjear  1796,  and  praying  redress ; 
and  the  memorial  was  r^d,  and  reterred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State,  to  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Tbact,  from  the  managers  at  the  eonfer- 
ence  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  repeal  so. much  oi  any  act  or  aeu  as  au- 
thorize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt 
in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States^  and 
for  other  purposes  relatire  to  the  public  d^t," 
made  report:  Whereupon, 

Reached,  That  the  Senate  do  aj^ree  to  the 
amendment  proposjed  by  the  House  olRepreseDt- 
atives  to  their  fourth  amendment,  and  that  they 
insist  on  their  last  amendment  disagreed  toby  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  MiTGHiLL,.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  third  of  April^  the  bill,  enti- 


tled "An  aot  supplementary  to  the  act,  entittod 
^Ao  act  toextimd  the  jurisdiction,  in  certain  caste, 
to  the  Territorial  courts,"  reported  amendments  | 
whieh  were  read. 

Mr.  MrrcHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  of  April,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  th  j  act  making  proris- 
ion  for  the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Gbyemment  of  France," 
reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  considered,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^Att  act  anthorizmg  a 
detachmettt  from  the  militia  of  the  United  Statesf 
and  the  bill  having  be^n  amended,  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordioffly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ineas  amended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PnasinEMT  or  thb  United  States  : 
7b  the  SenaU  and  House  of 

Represeniaiivei  of  the  Vnited  StaUi  .- 

I  now  Isy  before  Congress  a  statement  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  returns  last  le- 
osiwd  flom  the  several  Stated  ^d  Teiritories.  It  will 
be  perceived  that  some  of  these  are  not  of  recent  dstes, 
and  that  from  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Dehiwars  no 
returns  are  ststad.  As  ftr  as  sppears  from  our  reeoid^ 
none  wera  ever  rendered  from  either  of  these  Slates* 
From  the  Territories  of  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  Midi- 
igan,  ooo^lete  returns  have  not  yet  beea  nceived. 
TBL  JBFFEIKaON. 

Arau  11, 1806. 

The  Meteagft  and  docaments  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  for  eonsideratidn. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  have  passed 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  en- 
titled *^An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  lands 
therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  within  the 
same,'?  with  amendments,  in  which  th^y  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  panied 
a  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  prohibit  the  officers  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  from  holding  or  exercising 
any  civil  office,''  ia  which  they  desire  the  concur* 
reaee  of  the  ScnatOL 

The  bill  last  hrought  up  Ibr  eoncurreooe  was 
read,  aad  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  AiTBHasoii,  from  the  committee  appointed 
31st  December,  to  consider  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory^  of 
Orleans,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  asceruiinin^  and  adjusting 
the  titles  and  claims  to  land  withm  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  and  the  District  of  Louisiana  j"  whion 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^Anact  authorizing  the  ereo- 
tion  of  abridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  third 
time;  andj  on  motion  to  postpone  the  Airther 
consideration  thereof  until  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeaa 
1%  nays  10,  as  follows: 

TiAs^Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Andeison,  BaIdwtQ# 
G3nian>  HiUhonse^  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maclsy,  Mitdl . 
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ilK  Plrkering,  Smith  of  Mtryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
8tone,  Somter,  Tbvuilon,  Trtcy,  Wonhington,  adc! 
Wright. 

Nat8 — Meflfl».  Bradley^  Gondii,  Gatllard,  Moore, 
Ptumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  8mith  of  TenneaaM,  Smith  of 
Vermooti  Turner  and  V^hite. 

Bo  the  bill  was  postponed. 


Satdrday,  April  13. 

The  Senate  took,  joio  cODMderatidn  the  report 
of  the  cumtnittee  00  the  memorial  of  the  Prt*fii- 
dfDi  and  Diteciors  of  the  Che^aiieakeand  Dtla- 
ivare  Caoal  Cumpaiiy  ;  and  tht*  further  consider- 
ation  thereof  wa.s  po»tponed  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  Dvcember  next. 

The  Ff  solution  of  the  House  of  Hepreseutatives 
authorizing  i he  adjournment  of  Coi^rv»8  on  Wed 
day,  the  16ih  of  the  preheni  mouthy  was  ret4ja\ed 
and  amended,  by  insertion  of  Munday^the  21sv,iu 
place  of  Wedne>day,  the  16ih. 

Ordered,  That  it  puss  to  the  third  reading  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Andebson.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  lOih  instaiit,  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  for  esiabli.>hiQir  trading-rhoa-^s  with  the 
Indian  tribes."  reported  the  bill  with  amendmehts. 

Mr.  Tkaoy.  from  |he  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  third  in)«iaut,  the  btll;  entiiled'^Ai) 
act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  tithes  to  faod 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  an(j  for  other  pur- 
poses," reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

The  SeoHte  touic  into  cookideratioii  the  ameod- 
mentH  of  the  HouFe  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '*An  act  ja  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
(An  act  reflating  the.  grams  of  laird,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  drsposal'oi  the  iands.oC  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Teanessee ;"  and  the 
further  consideration  th^rtef  was  po.^tpooed  until  i 
Monday  next. 

The  hill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  prbhibit  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  and  Navy  from  holding  or  ex- 
ercising any  civil  i.ffice,V  was  read  the  second 
time  ;  and.  on  motion  to  postpone  this  bill  to  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next,  it  passed  tn  the 
affirmative — yeas  ^7,  nay.^10.  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Baldwin,  Coiidit, 
Gilman,  Howland^  Kitchel,  Logan,  Milchill,  Plumer, 
Smith  of/lMaryiand,  Smith  of  >'ew  York,  Smith  oC 
I'ennessee,  Smith  .of  Vermont,  Tra^,  -White,  and 
Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Andenon,GailIard»  Hillhouse,  Macr 
lay,. Moore,  Picketing,  Stone^  Sumter,  Turner,  and 
Wortbington. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  took  into  coitstderetion.as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
the  bill  in  addition  to  "An  act  for  estabiishing  a 
Mint,  snd  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
Stales }"  and,  having  agreed  rhereto,  the  bill  was 
veporitd  to  the  Hou.^^e accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  hill  pass  to  a  third  reading 
as  amended. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration, as  ip  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to 
'ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 


act.  entitled  'An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain case:<,  to  the  Territorial  courts ;"  and,  having 
agreed,  to  the  ame  dments,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  thhrd  reading, 
as  aiuended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represen  tat  ires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  puti.iled  ''An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  supporvof  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;?' 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  prescribing  the  effect  in 
each  Slate  of  the  records  of  judgments  and  de- 
crees of  coorts  of  records  of  every  otl*er  State;** 
and  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act'making  a  further  ap- 
prupriation  towards  the  completing  the  south  wing 
of  the  Capitol  at  the  City  ot  Washington ;"  ia 
which  bills  they  request  tne  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  They  insist  on  tBeir  disdffreement  to  the 
last  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  re|)eal  so  much  of  the  act  enrhied  *Aa 
act  to -repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  ia 
fwymeot  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt."  They 
agr^  to  the  first,  and  disagree;  to  ali  the  other 
ainendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  making  appropriations. for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1806,"  and  reduest  a 
conference  on  the  amendments  disagi^ed  to,  and 
have  appoisted  managers  on  their  pprt. 

Tbe  three  bills  last  broach i  up  for  concurrence, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  uie  second  reading. 


Monday,  April  14.. 

The  bill  supplementary  Ho  the  act,  entitled  ''Aa 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  tbe  titles  and 
claims  to  laurds  within  the  Territory  of  0*leaiM 
and  district  of  Louisiana,"  was  read  the  second 
time  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  ul  the  United 
States  during  the  year  1806;"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referi^d  to  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Mit- 
CBiLL,  and  Tracy,  to  cQn>ider  and  report- thereon. 

Mr.  WoBTBUfOTON,  from,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  6ih  instant,  the  bill, 
entitled  *'An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  governments,  and  for -other  pur- 
puses  ;"  reported  amendments,  which  were  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  'An  act  prescribing  the  effect 
in  each  State  of  the  records  of  judgments  and  de- 
crees of  courts  of  .record- of  ev^ry  other  State," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Me&ifa. 
Andcrsom,  MrrcBiLU  and  SiiiTfl  oi*  Vermont,'  to^ 
consider  and  refiort  therepn. 
,  The  .bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  a  fiirther  ap- 
propriation towards  completing  the  south  wing 
of  the  Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington,"  was 
r.ad  the  second  time. 

Order^f  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
su  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receip 
of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  paynieot  fot 
lands  of  tha  United  Statea,  and  for  other  purposes 
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relative  to  ihe  public  debt;'*  disjigreed  to  by  the 
Hou.^  of  RepresenUtiTeH ;  and 

Hesoivedy  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto  as 
am«'Dded. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  biil,  eniiiled  ''An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  tbe  support  of  Qovernment  for  the 
year  1806,"  aod  their  request  of  a  conference 
thereon ;  and 

Besolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  said 
conference,  and  that  Messri^.  Tracy  and  Balo- 
wiN  be  tbe  managers  on  their  part. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
ttYes,  of  the  8ih  ios)ant,on  the  subject  ot  adjourn- 
ment, was  read  the  third  tiine^  anil 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  agree  thereto,  as 
amended, 

Tlie  Senate  considered  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Repr&iea(a(ives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  isi^ue 
grants  and  perfect  tides  to' certain  lands  therein 
described,  aqd  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  iands  within  the  same;"  and, 

Resolved^  That  they  concur  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  authorizinsr  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  6(  Ihe  United  States,"  was 
lead  the  third  time,  a?  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  fur  the  r^utation  uf  the  fees  of  attor- 
neys, and' the  offiaers  of  the  courts  uf  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  re- 
aumed.  amended;  and,  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  pass?  it  was 

Resdoed^  in  the  affirmative;  and  that  the  bill 
be  engro8.sed,  aod  that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act 
for  the  regulition  of  the  times  of  holding  che 
courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

A  message  from  the  Hotise  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hous»e  have  passed 
the  following  bills,  in  which  they  r<'qu&«t  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate:  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
respectidg  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory and  State  of  O\k\of  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act 
concerning  the  further  safeguard  of  .vessels  ia  the 
vicinity  ol  jhe  United  Sta(e.s  and  the  territories 
thereof ;"  a  bill  entitled  ''An  aci  making  appropri- 
ations for  carrying 'into  effect  a  treaty  between 
the  United  Suies  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  In- 
dians ;"  and  a  bill. entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priauons  for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian 
treaties." 

Tbe  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  twice  read, 
by  onanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
ANOER0ON,  ST0Ne,and  Balowin,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  two  bills  first  mentioned  were  read,. and  or- 
dered to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  Mesi<age  was  received  from  the 
PaesioeNT  op  the  United  States^  which, was 
leud,  and  ordered  to  Ire  for  con:iideraiion: 
To  iht  Senate  and  House  of 

Hepresenlativea  of  the  United  Staie»  t 

Doriog  the  blockade  of  Tripoli  by  the  squadron  of 
die  United  Stales,  a  sfnall  cruiser,  under  the  flag  of 
Taaisy  with  two  prise*  (ali  of  trifling  value)  attempted 


to  enter  Tripoli,  was  turned  back,  warned,  and  at- 
tempting again  to  enter,  was  taken  and  detained  aa 
prize  by  the  tqnadron.  Her  restitution  was  ckumed  by 
the  Bey  of  Tunis,  with  a  threat  of  war,  in  terms  so 
serious,  that,  on  withdrawing  from  the  blockade  of 
Tripoli  the  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  squadron  thought 
it  his  du^  to  repair  to  Tunis  with  his  squadron,  and  to 
require  a  categorical  dedamtion,  whether  peace  or  war 
was  intended.  The  Bey  preferred  eiplaining  himself 
by  an  AAibaasador  to  the  United  Sutes,  who,  on  his 
arrival,  renewed  the  request  that  the  vessel  and  her 
prizes  should  be  restored.  It  was  deemed  proper  to 
give  this  proof  of  friendship  to  the  Bey,  and  the  Am« 
bafisador  was  informed  the  vessels  would  be  restored. 
Afterwards  he  made  a  requisition  of  naval  stores  to  be 
sent  to  the  Bey,  in  order  to  secure  a  pefte  for  the  term 
of  three  years,  with  a  threat  of  war,  if  refused.  It  ha» 
been  refused,  and  the  Ambassador  is  about  to  depart 
without  receding  from  his  threat  or  demand. 

Under  these  circu'mstanoes,  and  considering  that  the 
several  proviaiona  of  the  act  of  March  2At]i»  18fH,  frill 
cease,  in  consequence  of  tbe  ratifieation  of  the  treaty 
of  peaee  with  Tripoli,  now  advised  and  consented  to 
by  the  Senate,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  coounoni- 
cate  these  facta,  in  order  that  Copgress  may  conaider 
the  eipediency  of  continuing  the  same  provisions  for  a 
Umited  time^  or  making  othen  equivalent. 

TH.  JJErFBRSON. 
.  Aeaii.  U,  1806.      . 

On  motion,  it  was 

ReBohed^  That  the  Judges  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  requested  to  report  a  fee-bill  for  the 
oflficers  and  attorneys  of  the  said  District,  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  at  their  next  session. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  BHtablishment 
of  tbe  United  States,  for  the  year  1806/'  wa^f  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act.  entitled  ^*Ah  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended. 

Reielved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  resoltltion,  first  read  on  the  9th  instant,  re- 
specting the  funeral  expenses  of  James  Jackson, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  agreed  to. 

Tiie  bill,  entitled  ^'^An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Governraeot 
of  Prance."  was  considered. 

Ordered.  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  biil,  entitled  *'An  act  for  establishing  tra- 
ding houses  with  the  Indian  tribes"  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 
amendmeixts  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  waa 
reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  further  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post' roads,  and  fjr  other  pur- 
poses." was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  amendments  in  part  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Airther  cou^iideratioo  of  thia 
bill  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Turner,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
'consider  the  btlL  entitled  '*An  act  for  erectiag 
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c«r(aio  li^ht-houses  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
for  buildioff  a  beacoD  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the 
State  cflf  Coooecticut,  and  for  fixing  buoys  in 
Pamlico  Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina," 
ceported  the  bill  without  amendmeat. 

Tuesday,  April  15. 

Mr.  MiTcaiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  tp  amend, 
in  the  cases  therein  mentioned,  the  ''Act  to  regu> 
late  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr*  MiTGHiLL  commuoicaM  the  memjorial  of 
Augustus  B.  Woodward,  stating  the  critical  situa- 
jMoa  of  the  Michiaan  Territory,  and  praying  that 
th^  Vi^sures  on  t^at  s^bject  noup'  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress^  m^y  be  adopted ;  and  it 
was  agreed  that  the  memorial,  with  sundry  docu- 
ments accompanying  it,  lie  on  the  table,  until  the 
bill  on  the  subject  shaU  be  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tract  reported  sundry  modifications  Arom 
the  committee  of  conference,  on  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1806  ;'^  and  the  report 
was  adopted';  and  it  was  agreed  to  modify  the  biH 
accordingly. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  conceminff  the  further 
safeguard  of  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Territories  thereof'  wa;^  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  BALUwuf, 
Tract,  and  Mitcbili^  U>  consider  i^  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^A^  9ot  respecting  claims  to 
^d  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  State  of  Ohio," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Ohio,  Balowin,  and  Smith  of  New 
York,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  AivoERSOif,  (rom  the  committer  to  whom 
was  referred,  yesterday,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  carry^  into  efiect  a 
Treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chicka- 
saw tribe  of  Indians;^'  also,  the  bill^  entitled  "An 
act  making  a[qpropriations  for  carrymff  into  efiect 
certain  Indian  treaties ;"  reported  the  bills,  sever- 
ally, without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  further  to  alter  and  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads,  and  for  other  purposes :"  and  hav- 
ing aigreed  thereto,  and  further  amended  the  bill, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing a^  amended. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRESIOENT  OF  THE  UnITEO  StATES: 

7b  thfi  Senate  and  Bouse  qf 

Repreaenialives  oj  the  United  Statee : 

The  Sepate  having  advised  and  consented  to  the 
ratification  of  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  Piankeshaw 
Indians,  for  extinguishing  their  claim  to  the  countiy  be- 
tween the  Wabash  and  Kaskaskia  cessions,  it  is  now 
laid  before  both  Houses  for  th^  exercise  of  their  Con- 
stitutional powers,  as  to  the  means  of  fulfilling  it  on 
our  part.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

April  15, 1806. 


The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  Balowin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makiiijp;  ap- 
propi^iations  for  the  support  o£  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Stales  during  the  year  18Q6,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  imr 
portation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise," was  read  the  third  time  -,  and  the  amend- 
ment adopted  was  jBigain  considered,  and  rejected. 

A  motion  wa$  made  to  postpone  the  bill  for  th^ 
purpose  of  considering  the  following  resolution : 

Reeolved,  That,  in  consequence  of  a  more  favorable 
eouxse  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in  itr 
spect  to  the  disturbance  of  the  tiade  of  the  United  States ; 
and  entertaining  a  hope  that  the  British  Ministry,  lately 
establi^ed,  will  be  dunposed  to  a  reasonable  arrange- 
ment of  aU  affairs  of  dinerence  bertween  the  two  nations, 
the  Senate  do  hereby  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  set  to  prohibit  the  import- 
ation of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,''  to  the 
first  Monday  in  November  next. 

And,  OQ  the  question  to  agree  to  this  motion,  i( 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

TxAs — Messrs.  Adair,  Adaous  HiUhouae,  Loffan, 
Pickering,  Plumer,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and  White.  ^ 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Condit,  Gail- 
lard,  Gihnan,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  Mitchill, 
Moore,  Smith  of  Maiylsnd,  Smith  of  NewTorii,  Smitl^ 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont,  StoniB, 
Thruston,  Worthington,  and  Wright 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  waa 
determined  in  the  affirpiatlTe— yeaj^  19^  nays  9^  as 
follows: 

'  YxAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Copndit, 
GaiUard,  Gihnan,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Maclay,  MitchiU, 
Moore,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York*  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Thruston^  Worthington,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Adair,  Hillhouse,  Logan,  Pickering, 
Phimer,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tracy,  and  White. 

S.o  it  was  ReeoLved^  That  this  bill  pass. 

WEDNEsnAY,  April  16. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatireai 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  fortifying  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,,  and  for  building 
gunboats;'^  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.. 

The  biU  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  14th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  prescribing  the  effect,  in  each  State,  of 
the  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of  the 
courts  of  record  of  every  other  State,"  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments, 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  10th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  reguU- 
ttng  the  grants  of  land  and  providing  for  the  dis- 
po^ofthe  lands  of  the  United  States  soujJi  o( 


241 


HISTORY  OF  CONORESa 


242 


April,  1806. 


Proceedings. 


Sbnats. 


the  State  of  Teaoesseei"  repofted  the  bill  with 
amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  pi'ovide  for  the  ad- 
iustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  the  amend- 
ments were  adopted,  and  having  been  reported  to 
the  House,  the  bill  was  amended  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  past  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  iimeaded. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
lyhple^  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  divide 
the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate  goyern- 
mients,  and  for  other  purposes.'' 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of 
this  bill  be  postponed  until  tl^e  next  session  of 
Conffress. 

The  bill  in  addition  ta  the  act  establishing  a 
Mint,  and  regulatin^j  the  coins  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Beeolvedj  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  engross- 
ed and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ''An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating 
the  coins  of  the  United  States." 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  France,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  supplemeptary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
^et  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
claims  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  the 
district  of  Louisian»^"  >as  rei|d  die  third  time 
^nd  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Statee  during  the  year  1806,"  was  resumed. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  erecting  oertam 
light-houses  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts:  for 
building  a^beacon  or  pier  at  Bridff^[>ort,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut;  and  for  fixing  ouoys  in  Pamlico 
Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  was 
resumed. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  alter  and 
establish  certaiq  post  roads;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  the  third  ume  as  ame949d  and 
pass^. 

THURSDAY)  April  17. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to  the  hill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  regulating  the  srants  of  land,  and  praviding 
for  the  disposal  of  me  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  Sute  of  Tenneas^;"  and,  having 
adopted  the  amendments,  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pa«  to  the  third  read- 
ins  as  amended. 

Th^  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^ A^  Act  t^i  ap^uen^i  ia  the  case  therejo 


mentioned,  the  act  to  regulate  the  colliection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage;"  and. 
Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendments  reported  to  the'  biU,  enti- 
tled "An  act  prescribing  the  effect,  in  each  State, 
of  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  courts 
of  record  of  every  other  State;"  and,  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  hill  be  read  a  third  timel  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the  bill  was 
lost. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PasainsiiT  or  tbb  Unitsu  Statss: 
To  ike  Senate  and  Bouee  of 

BqmsieniaHHeqftle  Vnikd Stake: 
The  Sanale  having  advkad  and  eonsentad  to  the 
ratification  of  a  oonventian  batwean  the  United  6tatii 
and  tfie  Cherokee  Indianiib  oenduded  et  Wwdungton, 
on  the  7th  day  of  Januaiy  lfst»  Ibr  the  easiion  <tf  their 
nght  tothe  tract  of  eo^^atiy  therein  decoribed,  it  is  n«ar 
hud  before  both  Houses  of  Gongresi^for  the  axeidas  ef 
their.  CoaslijUitional  pqwen  towards  the  fulfilment 
thereof:  TH.  J£FF£RSON. 

Apaxi.  17, 1806, 

The  Message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
•on«idecation. 

Mr.  AoAica  gave  notice,  that  ha  would  to-BMw- 
row  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  for  the  tempoiwf 
relief,  of  Hamet  Caiamalli. 
On  motion,  it  was 
Re$€ived,  That  a  oommitiee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  eoisideration  the  expediency  oi  provi- 
ding by  law  fi>r  the  n^t  meetisig  of  Congref^, 
and  that  th^  committee  have  le«ve  to  X9§im  bf 
bill. 

Orderad.  ThatMeesrt.  AMnnnaoii,TaAGT.ayid 
Baluwiii,  be  the  committee. 

Mr  An nnasoir,  from  the  oommittee  last  npen* 
tioned,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  the  nejft 
meeting  of  Congress,  which  i«ee  read,  «nd  order- 
ed to  the  second  reading. 
On  motion,  it  waa 
Resolved,  That  the  Attaifey  QeMml  of  the 
United  States  be  directed  to  procure  and  lav  ba- 
fore  the  Senate,  at  their  next  session,  tables  or  the 
fees  and  emopensatjons  paid  to  the  attorQe]rs  at 
law,  prothonotMias,  registers,  and  clerks  of  judi- 
cial CMurts,  to  sherifis  and  ooroners,  to  grand  aM 
petit  iurom,  and  to  witnesses,  in  the  several  Stiuef. 
On  motion,  it  was 
Resd/ved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  beiore  the 
Senate,  if  in  his  opinion  the  same  can  be  done 
with  propriety,  a  particular  statement  of  the  caosf 
o£  difi(erence  between  the  Bey  of  Tunis  and  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  and  the  comr 
aaunications  which  have  taken  phice  relative 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  Seore^y  lay  this  resplutioit 
before  the  Piesideot  of  the  Untied  Sutes. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  greeting  certain 
light'houses  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  for 
building  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut;  and  for  fixmg  buoys  in 
Pamlico  Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  CaroIiAa,^ 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
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The  bill,  eniiiled  "  Ao  ad  forestabliNhing^  trading- 
bouses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  ^  was  read  the  third 
tim»*  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  biFl  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  '*  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States 
during  the  ytar  1806,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  making  a  farther  ap- 
propriation towards  comph'ting  the  south  wing  of 
the  Capitol  at  the  City  of  Wabhington,"  was  read 
the  third  time  anil  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  fortifying  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  Siace)«,  and  for  building 
gunboats,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Tract,  Mitcbill,  and  Andebson,  to 
consi  ter  and  report  thereon. 

The  President  communicated  to  the  Senate  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  petiiion 
of  Ira  Allen,  referred  to  him  on  the  llih  instant ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  'Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  ^'  An  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  trea-. 
ties,**  and. 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Anderson, 
and  others,  to  whom  the  bill  was  originally  com- 
mitted further  to  consider  thereon. 

A  me:(sage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying' 
dirties  on  sah,  and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  fur- 
ther time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  *  An 
act  fuVther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  agiinst  the  Barbary  Powers,'^ 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  . 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act 
making  provision  for  the  compensation  of  wit- 
nesses who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
of  Samuel  Chase,"  with  amendments ;  in  which 
they  dexire  ttie  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appropriations  for 
•carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,"  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  on  the  question, 
to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  5,  as 
follows : 

ViAS — Messrs.  Adair,  Adams,  Anderson,  Condtt, 
Oilman,  Hillhouse,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Pickering,  Pla- 
mer,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  of  Vermont,  Stone,  Sumter,  Tracy, 
While,  Worthington  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Maclay;  Moore,  Smith  of 
Tennessee,  and  Turner. 

So  the  section  was  struck  out ;  and,  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  further  amended,  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 


The  bill  for  ihe  temporary  relief  of  Hamet  Car- 
amalli  wan,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  the  first 
time  and  ordered  to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provi- 
sion for  the  compensation  of  witnesses  who  at- 
tended the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel 
Chase,"  were  read. 

Friday,  April  18. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  Ira  Allen,  together 
wiih  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon, 
be  referred  jo  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Vermont,  Bald- 
win, and  Turner,  to  consider  and  report  tbVreoo. 

Mr.  HtLLBODSB  reported,  from  the  commiliee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  .of  John  Ches- 
ter, that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to  the  next  session  of  Congress;  and  the 
report  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill>ntiile<i  *'  An  act  making  provision  for  the 
compensation  of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial 
of  theMmpeachmenf  ol'  Samuel  Chase,"  and, 

Hesolved,  That  they  disagree  to  the  said  amend- 
ments, ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  that  Messrs 
Tract  and  Wright  be  the  managers  at  the  same 
en  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  AoAiR  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Stafie  of  Kentucky,  in  behalf  of  the 
said  State,  exhibitinsr  claims  on  the  United  Slates 
to  the  amount  of  twenty  six  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight  dollars  and  sixty  two  cents,  for  mil- 
itary S'  rvice;  and  the  memorial  was  read  and,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  referred 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Anoerson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  yesterday  the  bill,  entitled  '*Anact 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  efiVcl  cer- 
tain Indian  treaties,"  reported  the  hiir  without 
amendment.         .' 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  to  whpm  was 
referred,  on  the  l?th  instant  the. bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  fouifyiog  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
Unifed  States,  and  for  buildidg  gunboats,"  report- 
ed it  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  acta 
laying  duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force,  for 
a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men  of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powers,"  was  re»d  the  seconatime,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Mitch  ill,  TpACT,  and  Balowin,^  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  took  irito  consideration,  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hamet  Caramalli;  and,  after  debate,  the  PREsr- 
dent  resumed  the  Chair, and  Mr.  Anoerson.  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Wholej  reported  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  which  were  read  in  the  House, 
adopted,  and  the  bill  was  amended  accorditnrly. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

The  fullowine  Message  was  ripceived  from  the 
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Th  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.' 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Senate,  of  yea- 
terday'edate,  I  now  communicate  the  entire  oorreapon- 
dence  between  the  Ambuwador  of  Tunia  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  Btate;  from  which  the.  Senate  wiir  aee,  that 
the  firat  application  by  the  Ambaaaad'or  for  reatitution 
of  the  vefcaeia  taken  .in  violation  of  blockade,  having 
been  yielded. to,  the  only  remaining  cause  of  diff^rebce 
brought  forward  by^him,  ia  therequiattion  of  a  present 
of  naval  stores,  to  secure  a  peace  lor  three  ybara ;  after 
which*  the  inference  is  obvious,  that  a  renewal  of  the 
presents  ia  to  be  clxpected,  to  renew  the  prolongation 
of  peace  for  another  term.  *  But  thia  demand  has  been 
pressed  in  verbal  conferences,  much  more  explicitly  and 
pertinaciously  than  appears  in  the  written  correspon- 
dence. To  save  the  delay  of,  copying,  some  originals 
are  enclotf^,  with  a  Request  that  they  be  returned. 
Tfl.  JBFFERSOJT. 

Armn  18,- 1806.  . 

TbeMessajte  and  documents  tb«*reiD  contained, 
were  tead  and  referred  lo  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Mit- 
CBtLL.  and  Smith;  of  Verioont,  to  consider  and 
rcjiori  thereon.  *         : 

The  bill^  entitled  "An  act  to  amend,  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,  the  act  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  was  read 
the  third  time. 

Eeeolvedj  That  tbis  bill  pass  with  an  amen^* 
ment. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  malting  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  effect  certam  Indian  treaties," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reeding  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  furtifying  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  aikd  for  building 
gunboats;"  and, 

Hesolved,  That  this  bill  pa^s.as  amended. 

The  bill,eniiiied  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,"  was 
rend  the  third  time  asameqded;  6nd,    . 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pnss  with  amendment. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress,  wa§  read  the  second  trme.  Ott  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading? 
it  was  ''determined  in  the  Degative,  So  the  bill 
was  lost. 


Saturday,  April  19. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Ohio,  from  4 he  committee  to 
whom  was  Referred,  on  the  15lh  instant,  the  bill, 
entitled  *^Ah  act  respecting  the  claims  to  land  in 
the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio,"  reported 
the  bill  without  amendmenf. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  anieiided  by  striking 
oai  the  third  section. 

Ordered.  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  reading 
as  amended. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  18th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt, 
and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  further  ^me,  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to 
project  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Bi^rbary  Powers,"  reported  the 
bill  without  amendmenu. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Reprettentatifes 
informeij^  the  S  'nate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^'An  act  kk  addition  to  an  act.  enti- 
tled 'An  act  Kupfilemenrary  to  the  act  providing 
tor  a  Naval  Peace  ERiablishment,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  in  which- they  desire  the  concur*-ence 
of  the  Si^naie.  They  agree  to  ^ome,  and  disagree 
to  otbep,  arnendmeiiis  of  the  Senate  to  the  bjll, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  post  roads^  and  fur  other  purpose^;"  they 
also  agree  to  some  of  tlie  amendments  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  a  concurrence. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  the  first  and  second  libres  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Ordered^  That  il  pass  to  the  third  reading,  and 
I  hat  tt  oe  committed  to  Messrs..  Turner,  Adah8| 
and  Tract,  to  consider  and  report  thereim 

Trie  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  iho  Houne  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  alter 
and  establish  certain  post  roads,  and  ior  other 
purposes j"  and, 

^  Aeeoltiedj  That  they  recede  from'  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to,  and  agree  (o  the  amendments 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their  amend- 
ments. 

Th»  bi41  for  the  relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli  waa 
read  the  third  time. 

Reaolted^  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  encrrossed, 
and  that  the  title  thereof  be,  "  A-n  ^ct  for  the  tem- 
porary relief  of  Hamet  Caramalli."   • 

Mr:  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memoiial  of  the  governors  of 
New  York  hospital,. prarinr  further  compensa- 
tion for  the  sick  and  disabled  seamen  of  the  Uni- 
ted Staxes,  reported,  that,  owing  to  the  great  diffi-  « 
cully  of  making  at  present  a  better  provMion  fbr 
sick  and  disabled  seamen  than  the  one  which  now 
eiists,  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub^t  be 
postponed  until  the  next  bcssioa  of  Congress;  and 
the  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Balowin,  from  the  oommittee  to  whom  was 
referied,  on  the  Idih  instant,  the  bill,enMtled  "An 
act  concerning  the  further  safeguard  of  veaaeis  iji 
the  vicinity  of  the  United  States  and  the  territories 
Miereof "  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the 
adju.^tment  of  titles  of  ^and  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  r^ad  the 
third  tin>e  as*  amended. 

Hemdved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendmeniH  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  niakiug  appropriation  for  carrying  into 
effVct  a  treaty  betWfen  the  United  States  and  the 
Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians,"  and  adhere  to  their 
disagreement.  The  House  of  Representatives 
.have  passed  the  biU  sent  from  the  Senate,  entt* 
tied  *'Aii  set  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compeoNattoii 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  porpuses,"  .with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  aak  the  concurrence  ot  the 
Senate.  They  agree  t^  the  conference  on  their 
aroeodments.to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making 
proviaiun  for  the  eompensatioji  of  witnesses  who 
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att^ud^d  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel 
Chase,"  and  bare  appointed  Managers  an  their 
part. 

The  galleries  were  cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  closed ;  and^  after  the  consider- 
ation of  the  confidential  busmess,  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ^'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  eod  proriding 
for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
^fiouth  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  was  read  the 
iJurdtime. 

Reeolvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Kepresentati?es,  adhering 
to  their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  «4;t  making  appro- 
priations for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  In- 
dians ;"  and  - 

JUeohedj  That  the  Senate  adhere  ta,  their 
amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
.  meats  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  *^An  aet  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
Ihey  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  amendment?  reported  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying 
duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  fur- 
ther time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbery  Powers ;" 
ajid,  on  motion  to  ptrike  oat  the  first  section,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  16,  nays  %  at  fol- 
lows: 
p  YxAe— Ifeanns.  Adamsy  AadsMoa,  BaUhrin,  Ooa- 
dit,  Ctthnan,  Kitchal,  MitehiU,  Smith,  Piekeiing,  Pla- 
mer,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Smith  of  New,  Toik,  Smith 
of  Ohio,  Smith  ft  Vennont,  Thvnston,  Tracy,  and 
Wright.  . 

Nats— MeMTi.  Oaillard,  Hiflhonae,  Howlaad,  Mao- 
lagr,  Mooro,  Stone,  Snwter,  Tuiner,  and  Woithington. 

And  having  affreed  to  a  further  amendment  the 
hill  was  reported  to  the  Hoase  and  amended  ae- 
cordingly. 

OrOB/id^  That  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

MoNOAT,  April  31. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  concerning  the  fur- 
ther safeguard  of  vessels  in  the  vicinitv  of  the 
United  States  and  the  territories  thereof,''  was  re- 
sumed ;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass 
to  the  third  reading  1  it  was  determined  in  the 
neflative.    So  the  bill  was  lost. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of 
Ohio,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Beeolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  ameadmenta. 

On  motion,  the  several  committees  that  hav^ 
not  had  an  opportunitv  to  perfect  their  reportsL 
were  discharged;  and  tneseveral  reports  not  acted 
on,  were  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  TuRNsa,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 


referred  on  the  10th  instant,  the  bilL  entitled  ''An 
act  in  addition  to  an  acti^  entitled  'An  act  supple- 
mentary tn  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace 
Establishmeni,  and  for  other,  purposes,"  reported 
the  hill  with  amendments ;  and  the  bill  having 
been  am^ended  accordingly,  was  read  the  third 
rime. 
Reeohedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
A/messace  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Seaate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  reported  to  the  bill,  entitl^  "An 
act  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and 
continuing  m  force  for  a  further  time  the  first 
section  of  the  act}  entitled  'An  act  further  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
a^inst  the  Barbary  Powers;"  they  insist  on  their 
disagreement,  ask  a  conference  thereon,  and  have 
appointed  managers  at  the  same  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  took  into  considerauon  the  resoln- 
lution  of  the  House  of  Representarives  proposing 
a  conference  on  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on 
salt,  and  continuing  in  force  for  a  further  time  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Barbary  Powers :"  and 

Reserved.  That  they  agree  to  the  conference, 
and  that  Messrs.  Mitohill  and  Tract  be  iinan- 
agers  at  the  same  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  itaessaffe  from  the  {iouee  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enritled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act^  enritled  'An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Estabashment,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
they  insist  on  their  disagreement,  ask  a  confer- 
ence thereon,  and  have  appointed  managers  at  the 
same  on  their  part.  They  have  passed  a  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supplementarv 
to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  ad- 
jusring  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  and  the  district  of  Louisiana," 
with  an  amendjment,  in  which  they  a^k  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate,  took  into  considerauon  the  resolo- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  asking  a 
conference  to  the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addirion  to  an  act,  entitled 'An  act 
supplementary  to  the  aet  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  and  lor  other  purposes;" 
and 

RmoLved^  ^hat  they  agree  to  the  conference, 
and  that  Messrs.  WaioBT  and  Taact  be  mana- 
gers on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  hilL 
entiUed  "An  act  supi^mentary  to  an  act,  enriried 
'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adtjusting  the  ritlaa 
and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Or^ 
leans  and  district  of  Loaiaiana.*' 

Reeoleedj  That  they  concur  therein. 
On  tnotioa;  it  was 

Reaolwdj  That  Messrs.  Wbitb  and  AnAMa  be 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with  such 
as  the  House  of  Representarives  may  join,  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  oorify 
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liim  that,  unless  he  may  hare  any  further  com- 
munications to  make  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, they  are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Wright  reported  from  the  managers  at  the 
conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  supplementary^  to  the 
act  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment, 
and  for  other  purposes."    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  reported  from  the  managers  at 
the  conference  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
pealing the  acts  layine  duties  on  salt,  and  contin- 
uing m  force  for  a  further  time  the  first  section 
of  uie  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  protect  the 
commerce  and'  seamen  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Barbary  Powers."    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Ordered^  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,"  be  postponed  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

Resolvedy  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refugees 
from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova 


Scotia,"  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  notify  him  of 
the  intended  recess  of  Congress. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  ihe  Senate  that  the  House,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
adionm. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who  informed  them  that  he  had  no  fur- 
ther communications  to  make  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress. 

On  motion,  that  everything  in  the  Journal  rela- 
tive to  the  memorials  of  S.  Q.  Ogden  and  Wil- 
liam Smith  be  expunged  therefrom,  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  13,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adair,  Condit»  GHlman,  Kitchel,  Lo- 
gan, Mitchill,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Vork, 
Stone,  Thniston,  Turner,  Worthington,  and  WrighL 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Baldwin,  Hillhouse,  Pick- 
ering, Plumer,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Tracy,  and  White. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  Senate,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
adjourn. 

Whereupon,  the  Senate  adjourned  without  day. 


PfiOC££Dm68  AM  DEBATES 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE   FIRST  SESSION  OP  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS;  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITT  OF 
WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER  2,  1806. 


MoNDAT.  December  2, 1805. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Conatitu- 
tioQ  for  the  annual  mectinj^  of  Congrem,  the  fol- 
lowing members  v(  tb«*  H  »U2«e  of  R«*pr**8entattve8 
appeared,  produced  their  credentialsjaod  took  their 
teai9,  tu  wit: 

From  New  Hdmp»hire—S\\wb  Betton,  Caleb  ElKs, 
David  Hough,  Samuel  Tenney,  and  Thoiaaa  W-. 
ThompAon. 

From  Miu»aehtueit9^^09eph  Barker,  .Barnabas  Bid- 
well,  Pbanuel  Bishop,  John  Chandler,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninabield,  JRichard  Cutta,  William  Ely, 
Isaiah  L.  Green.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Joeiah  Quincy,  Eb- 
enevr  Seaver,  Samuel  Taggart,  Joseph  B.  Vamum, 
and  Peleg  Wadsworth. 

From  Rhode  2i»/!Bm^Nehemiah  Knight,  and*  Joseph 
SUtfton.  ' 

•  From  Conneeticui — Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daren- 
poTt. jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  an4  Benjamin  Tallmadge. 

From  Kermen^:— Martin  Chittenden^  James  Elliot, 
James  Fisk,  and  Gideon  Otin. 

jPVom  ^kur  York^-John  Blake,  jr.,  Silas  Halaey, 
Josiah  Masters,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  John  RusseM, 
Peter  SaiUj,  Thomas  Saiiimons,  Martin  G.  Scbnneman, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
and  Nathan  WUUams. 

From  New  Jereey — Exra  Darby,  Ebeneaer  Elmer, 
John  Lambert,  James  Sloan,  and  Henry  Southard. 

From  Pennsylvania — Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard, 
Robert  Biown,  Joseph  Clay,, Frederick  Conrad,  William 
Findley,  Andrew  Gregg,  Michael  Leib,  John  Pugh, 
John  Rea,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith, 
John  WhitehiN,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

From  Maryland — John  Campbell,  Leonard  Coving- 
ton. Charles  Goldsborough,  Patrick  Magruder,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  and  Joseph  H.  Nich- 
obon. 

From  VSi^Mt-^Burwell  Basset^  Jobndatbome, 
John  Clopton;  John  Dawson,  John  W.  EppeSr  James 
M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  David  Holmes,  John 
G.  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  John  Morrow,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randoiph, 
John  South,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  and  Alexander 
Wilson. 

From  Kentucky — George  Michael  Bedmger,  and 
Thomas  SandfonL 


From  North  Coro&'no— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Thomas 
Blount,  James  Holland,  Thomas  Keenan,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Richard  Stanford,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Jos. 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynne. 

From  Tennevsee^- William  Dickson,  and  John  Rhea. 

From  South  Carolina — Levi  Casey,  Elias  Earle, 
Thomas  Moore,  and  David  R^  Williams. ' 

From  Georgior-'PHer  Early,  Cowles  Mead,  and 
David  Meriwether." 

From  0^(u>— Jeremiah  Morrow. 

'Delegate  from  the  Missieeippi  Territory — ^William 
LattiiQore. 

And  a  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number,  being  present,  the  House  proceed- 
ed, by  ballot,  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker ;  and,  upon 
examining  the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
the  whole  House  was  found  in  favorol  Nathahiel 
Macodi.  ooe  of  the  Represeniatives  for  the  State 
of  North  Carolina:  Whereupon,  Mr.  Macon  was 
conducted  to  the  Chair,  from  whence  hemadehia 
acknowledgments  (o  the  House  as  follows: 

*^  Gentlemen  .•  Accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor 
you  have  conferred  on  me.  Permit  me  to  assure  you, 
that  my  utmost  endeavors  wiU  be  exerted  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  Chair  with  fidelity,  impartiality,  and 
industry ;  and  that  I  shall  rely  with  confidence  on  the 
liberal  and  candid  support  of  the  House." 

The  House  proceeded,  in  the  &ame  manner^  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Oleik;  and,  upon  examining 
the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole 
House  was  found  in  iavor  of  John  Becklet. 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  prencribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  10  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  ad- 
ministering certain  oaths,"  wa^'  administered  by 
Mr.  Nicholson,  oneof  the  Representatives  for  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  Speaker ;  and  then  the 
«ame  oith  or  affirmation  was  administered  by  Mr. 
Speaker  to  all  the  members  present. 

The  i>ame  oath,  together  with  the  oath  of  office 
prescribed  by  the  said  recited  act,  were  also  ad- 
ministered by  Mr.  Speaker  to  the  Clerk. 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  a  quorum  of  this  House  is  as- 
sembled, and  have  elected  Nathaniel  Maoom,  one 
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of  the  Representatives  for  North  Carolina,  their 
Speaker ;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  thb  House  do  go 
with  the  said  message. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled  and  readf 
to  proceed  to  business ;  and  that,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Senate  have  elected  the  honorable  Samcel  Smith 
their  President  pro  temnore :  the  Senate  have  re- 
solved that  two  Chaplains,  of  different  denothiuftf- 
tions,  be  appointed  to  Congress,  for  the  present 
session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly.  The  Senate  have  appointed  a  eommit- 
tee  on  their  p^rt,  lointly,  with  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to 
wilt  on  the  PreI9ident  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses 
is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any  ooinmuni- 
cation  that  ne  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  JoHNRANDOLPH,Mr.  Camp- 
bell of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Cbowninshjeld,  be 
appointed  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
'omtly,  with  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the 
two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ^ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Sergeant-ftC-Arms  to  this  House ; 
and^  upon  examining  the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the 
votes  of  the  whole  Hioose  was  found  in  iavor  of 
Joseph  Wheaton. 

Besolvedy  That  Thomas  Claxton  be  appoint- 
ed Doorkeeper,  and  Thomas  Dunn  Assistant 
Doorkeeper  of  this  House. 

ReaohSed,  That  the  Rules  and  Orders  established 
by  the  late  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  Rules  and  Orders  of 
proceeding  to  be  observed  in  this  House,  until  a 
revision  or  alteration  of  the  same  shall  take  place. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  report  such  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
proceedings  as  are  proper  to  be  observed  in  this 
House;  and  that  Mr.  VAriNCM,Mr.  DAW80N,Mr. 
Tallmadob,  Mr.  Greog,  and  Mr.  Holland,  be 
the  said  committee. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed,  pur- 
suant to  the  standing  rule  and  orders  of  the  House,, 
viz: 

Committee  of  Way$  and  Means-^MT.  John 
Randolph,  Mr.  Nicholson,  Mr.  Joseph  Clay, 
Mr.  Qdincy,  Mr.  Meriwether,  Mr.  Dickson, 
and  Mr.  Mosely. 

CommUtee  of  Commerce  and  Manufaciurea^ 
Mr.  Crowninsbibld,  Mr.  M'Crbery,  Mr.  Lgib, 
Mr.  Early,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Nbwton,  and  Mr. 
Mcmford. 

Committee  of  Etedwru^Mr.  Pindley,  Mr.  El- 
mer, Mr.  Eppes,  Mr.  Chittenden,  Mr.  Schunb- 
maN|  Mr.  Bidwell,  and  Mr.  Ellis. 

Oommittee  of  Claims^Mv.  John  C.  Smith,  Mr. 
Holmes,  Mr.  Bedinger,  Mr.  Stanford,  Mr. 
Stanton,  Mr.  Moore  of  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
MooRB  of  South  Carolina. 


CommitteeofRemtaland  Unfinished  Business-^ 
Mr.  TBNNEY^r.  Alston,  and  Mr.  Claiborne. 

JHeeoltedf  Thiit  a  cOminittee  be  appointed,  to 
consist  of  three  members,  to  be  styled  tne  "  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
superintend  and  control  the  expenditure  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  to  audit  and  settle  all  the  accounts  which 
may  be  charged  thereon. 

And  a  Committee  wai<  appointed,  of  Mr.  Con- 
rad, Mr.  Davenport,  and  Mr.  Cotts. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Clerk,  accompany ing  a  report  of  his 
proceed infi^s,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House,  of  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  February 
last,  for  letting  to  the  lowest  bidder  the  printing 
work  and  supplies  of  stationery  for  the  use  of  the 
House,  together  with  sundry  documents  respecting 
the  same. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts. 

On  motion  of  Mr^  Thomas, 

Eesolvedj  That  a  committee  be'  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  amendments  are 
necessary  to  be  made  in  the  acts  establishing  a 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  within  the  United 
States ;  and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise: 

And  a  committee  was  appointed)  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas, Mr.  RoBBRT  Whitbhill,  Mr.  BtrroN,  Mr. 
Cooke,  Mr.  Elliot,  Mr.  Knight.  Mr.  Stores, 
Mr.  CoviNcrroN,  Mr.  Clowon,  Mr.  Bandford, 
Mr.  WiLLiAi^s  of  JVorth  Carolina,  Irfr.  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Williams  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Mbad^  Mr.  Morrow  of  Ohio,  MK  South- 
ard, and  Mr.  Lewi^. 

Orderedy  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  cause 
the  members  to  be  furnished,  during  the  present 
session,  with  three  newspapers  to  each  member, 
such  as  the  members,  respectively^  shall  choose,  to 
be  delivered  at  their  lodgings  $  and  that  if  any 
member  shaM  choose  to  take  any  newspaper  otlMr 
than  a  daily  paper,  he  shall  be  fuirnisfaed  With  as 
many  of  suim  pajiefs  as  sMl  not  eKceed  the  pride 
of  a  daily  papeir. 

Mr.  Jottiif  Raivdolph,  h6m  thtf  joint  oommitt^ 
appointed  to  wairon  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  that  a  <]librum  of  tbii  t#o 
Houses  is  assemoled',  reported  that  the  committee 
had  performed  that  sl^rvice ;  and  that  the  Pfesi- 
dent  signified  to  them  that  he  would  make  k  com- 
munication to  this  Hous^  (o-morrbW,  at  twelve 
o'lJlock,  by  Way  of  Message.  . 


Tuesday,  I^ecember  3.  . 

Several  other  members, to  wit:  Abbam  Tbiqg, 
from  Virginia ;  George  W.  Campbell,  from  Ten- 
nessee ;  and  Robert  Marion,  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina ;  appealed,  produced  their  credentials)  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  two  Cha|h 
la  ins  ol  Congress  for  the  present  session,  one  by 
each  House,  to  interchange  weekly,and  conctlrred 
with  the  Senate  therein. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
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the  United  States ;  which  was  read,  aod  referred 
to  the  copsideratioQ  of  a  Commfitee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  [For  this. Message  see 
Senate  proceedings  of  this  day's  date,  ante,  page 

Mr.  JoBN  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  biU  "^malib^  an 
idditfODttl  appropriation  for-  the  Naval  serviee, 
daring  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundVed  aod 
fire  ;  which  wes  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  immediately* 

The  House,  accordingly,  resolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therefn,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  Hoase. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, he  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  oT  Mr.  J.  Clay, 

Besohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  what,  abuse  exists  of  the  privilege 
ofYranking  letters;  and  to  report  such  provision 
as,  in  their  opinion,  will  tend  to  remedy  the  same. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Wbdnesdat,  December  4. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  John  Abchbr, 
from  Maryland,  and  William  Bqtleb,  from 
South  Carolina,  appeared,  produced  their  creden- 
tials, and  took  their  seats  m  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  the  Naval  service,  during  the  vear 
one  thpusand  eight  hundred  aod  five,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Chaplain  to  Congress,  otk  the  part  of 
this  House,  and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  House  W4s 
found  in  favor  of  the  Reverend  Mr.QLBNOT. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory was  presented  to  the  House  ad^  read,  pray- 
ing that  a  reasonable  time  may  be  allowed  to  the 
pre-emption  claimants  for  land  within  the  said 
Territory,  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  ilie  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eiffht 
hundred  and  three,  to  make  payment  for  the  first 
instalment  due  for  the  said  land  on  the  first  of 
January  next,  after  the  date  of  the  certifics^te  to 
be  grantM  therefor. 

Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitilnts  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  praying  a  ri^ht  of  pre-emp- 
tion as  occupants  of  certain  public  lands  which 
they  have,  severally,  improved  and  settled. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  and  petitioii, 
together  with  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  tne  Mississippi  Territory,  which  were  presented 
to  this  House  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  lasr, 
beseverally  referred  to  Mr.  Thomas  M.Ranoolpb. 
Mr.  Lattihore,  Mr.  Smilib^  Mr.  Olin,  and  Mr. 
Taggart, 

dth  CoH.— 9 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Ranoolph,  the  House  re* 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Varndm  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

1.  Resdlffed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  l)nited  States;  as  relates  to  the  subject 
of  qaaranthie  and  health  laws,  be  referred  to  the  Com* 
fluttee  of  Ooramerce  and  Manufactures. 
^  2.  Retohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Btates  as  relates  to  the  sggrea* 
sions  oomsHtted  on  our  coasts  by  ibreign  armed  v«a* 
sets ;  to  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors ;  to  the 
buildiiig  of  seventy-fbur-gun  ships ;  and  to  the  pnAibit- 
ing  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition ;  be  refci^ 
red  to  a  select  committee. 

9.  Retohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  Uie  United  States  as  relates  to  the  organ- 
ization  and  classifieation  of  the  militia,  and  to  the  aug- 
mentation of  our  land  forces,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

4.  Resoltfed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  our  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Previous  to  a  decision  on  these  resolutions,  Mr. 
BibwcL^  rose  and  said  that  it  was  his  wish  to 
offer  an  additional  resolution  relative  to  a  subject 
not  embraced  in  them. 

The  Chairman  observed  that  the  resolutions 
first  offered  must,  in  point  of  order,  be  first  decided 
upon,  after  whicn  the  resolution  alluded  to  could 
be  received,  or  it  might  be  read  in  argument  while 
they  were  under  consideration. 

The  foregoing  resolutions  were  then  severally 
read,  and  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Nicholson  said  he  would  offer  another 
resolution,  the  substance  of  which  was  not  em- 
braced in  the  resolutions  submitted  by  his  friend 
from  Virginia, viz: 

Resohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Measage  of  tb« 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  lo  the  con- 
duct of  the  belligerent  Powers  towards  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  unjustifiable  construction  lately  given 
by  some  of  them  to  the  law  of  nations,  as  it  regarde 
the  rights  of  neutrals,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ojf 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BiDWEtL  said  this  resolution  embraced,  ia 
some  measure,  his  object ;  but.  as  it  did  not  ex- 
actly comport  with  it,  he  would  take  the  liberty 
of  reading,  by  way  of  argument,  the  resolution 
which  he  had  prepared.  Mr.  B.  then  read  the 
following  resolution : 

Regohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pzeei- 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  injuries  done  to  ue 
as  a  neutral  nation,  by  the  interpolation  of  new,  unjuit» 
and  unacknowledged  principles  into  the  law  of  nationSt 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruction  to 
inquire  in  what  respects,  and  to  what  extent,  our  neu- 
tral rights  have  thus  been  violated,  and  what  legislativo 
measures  the  true  interest  of  the  United  States  requirea 
to  counteract  such  violations. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  remarked  that  this  resolution  went 
further  than  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  fromi 
Maryland.  So  far  as  that  resolution  went  it  met 
his  ideas.    But  he  thought  it  ought  to  go  further ; 
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and,  shoukl  it  oot  be  adopted,  be  would  afterward 
moFe  the  one  he  bad  ju9t  read.  His  reason  for 
thinking  the  House  ought  to  go  further  was  this: 
We  have  been  infornjed  by  the  President  that 
Dew  principles  have  been  interpolated  bjr  foreign 
Powers  ioto  the  law  of  nations.  What  these 
principles  are  is  not  stated,  except  in  one  instance. 
To  what  extent  they  have  been  carried,  we  are 
oot  informed.  We  have,  it  is  true,  out-door  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  but  not  of  such  a  naturt 
as  to  justify  our  acting  in  our  legislative  capacity. 
•These  principles,  as  well  as  the  injuries  we  have 
received,  were,  in  his  opinion,  a  proper  subject  for 
the  investigation  of  a  committee.* 

Mr.  NicHOLspif  said  he  could  not  conceive  in 
what  the  two  resolutions  differed,  except  in  lan- 
guage. They  both  embraced  the  same  object.  Jn 
one  respect  only  they  differed.  While  the  resiolu- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  refer- 
red the  subject  to  a  select  committee,  his  own 
resolution  referred  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  The  investigation  contemplated  by 
the  gentleman  copld  be  as  well  made  by  th&Com- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  as  by  a  select  com- 
niiitee.  Nor  was  it  necessary  for  this  purpose  to 
give  tbemany  instructions.  Iftbe  subject  required 
investigation,  it  would  be  their  duty  to  make  it, 
and  to  lay  the  result  of  the  investigation  before 
the  House,  It  would  be  allowed,  that  it  was  a 
aubject  in  which  the  revenue  was  most  deeply  in- 
terested, and  as  such  properly  the  province  or  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  For  his  own 
part,  said  Mr.  N.,  he  could  have  no  objection  to 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas^achu- 
aetts;  but,  as  his  own  resolution  embraced  the 
same  object  and  went  to  the  same  extent,  he  per- 
ceived no  reason  against  adopting  it. 

Mr.  CluiNCT  could  not  agree  that  the  resolution 
offered  bv  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  either 
embraced  the  same  object,  or  went  to  the  same 
length  with  that  proposed  by  his  colleague.  He 
thought  that  offered  by  his  colleague  far  prefera- 
ble, as  it  was  more  extensive  in  its  views.  He  was 
of  opinion,  that,  whatever  committee  was  appoint- 
ed should  invesiiffate  the  nature  of  the  principles 
alluded  to  iii  the  Message,  as  well  as  the  measures 
referred  to.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  not  bound  to  make  a  special  report  on  the 
subject;  they  mi^ht  content  themselves  with  a 
'  general  one ;  and  it  might  be  necessarv  afterward 
to  appoint  a  new  committee  to  make  tne  requisite 
investigation.  Mr.  Ct.  was  the  more  anxious,  as 
be  thought  it  necessar^r  that  a  complete  invcsti 
gation  should  be  made  in  the  House  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  principles  referred  to  in  the 
Message. 

Mr.  Elliot  said  he  did  not  perfectly  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Maryland  when  he.told 
them  that  the  subject  contemplated  to  be  referred, 
Daturally  and  exclusively  fell  w  thin  the  proper 
jurisdiction  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Il^ould  be  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  thesub- 
ject^as  not  only  important,  but  likewise  novel. 
Our  attention  is  forcibly  called,  in  the  Message,  to 
this  as  a  subject  of  the  first  importance: 

^Kew  prino^ies,  too,  have  beei^  inlezpolated  into 


the  law  of  natidns,  founded  neither  in  justice  nor  the 
usage  or  acknowledgment  of  nationB.  According  to 
these,  a  belligerent  takes  to  itself  a.  commerce  with 
its  own  enemy,  which  it  denies  to  a  neutral,  on  the 
ground  of  its  aiding  that  enemy  in  the  war.  But 
reason  revolu  at  suds  an  ineonaistency,  aiid  the 
neutral  having  equal  right  with  the  belligerent  to  de- 
cide the  question,  the  interests  Y>f  our  constituents,  and 
the  duty  of  maintaining  the  authority  of  reason,  the 
odly  umpire  between  just  nations,  impose  on  us  the 
obligation  of  providing  an  effectual  and  determined  op- 
position to  a  doctrine  so  injurious  to  the  rights  of  peaotf- 
able  nations." 

Our  attention  is  called  to  the  iniportant  point  of 
new  interpolations  into  the  law  or  nations,  or  in 
other  words,  to  the  adoption  by  the  Government 
of  one  or  more  foreign  Powers  of  what  is  consid- 
ered as  a  modification  of  the  ancient  laws  of  na- 
tions, as  accommodating  them  to  their  wishes, 
and  as  introducing  new  principles  which  they 
wish  to  impose  upon  other  nations.  How  a  aub- 
jeet  so  important  naturally  and  necessarily  belongs 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  say.  But,  says  the  gentle- 
man, it  is  a  quejition  of' revenue.  How  so?  It 
may  affect  the  revenue  incidentally ;  but  thequea- 
•tion  of  revenue,  from  its  comparative  unimport- 
ance, is  at  once  merged  and  lost  in  the  more  im- 
portant question^  whether  we  shall  passively 
submit  to  the  introduction  of  new  principles  to  be 
imposed  upon  neutrals,  by  any  Government  what- 
ever, however  powerful  or  extensive  its  influence. 
Go  this  subject,  Mr.  E.  said,  he  thought,  as  it  ap- 
peared by  the  Message  the  Executive' thought, 
that  it  possessed  ^reat  importance  in  itself.  Nor 
did  be  conceive  it  possible  to  present  any  view 
more  important  than  that  tiBiken  by  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  fully  competent  to  an  investigation 
of  the  subject;  in  their  ability  to  investigate  it,  he 
had  full  confidence.  But  he  thought  they  had 
sufficient  business  in  tbeir  proper  sphere  \o  occupy 
their  attention.  For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land would  be  rejected,  and  that  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  substituted  in  its 
room. 

Mr.  Gregg  thought  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts would  fully  attain  his  object  by  offering 
a  part  of  the  resolution  he  had  read,  as  ian  amencf 
ment  to  the  resolution  before  the  House.  The 
resolntion  of  the  gentleman  embraced  two  dis- 
tinct parts ;  the  first  regarded  the  objects  to  be 
inquired  into,  and  the  last  instructed  the  commit- 
tee how  to  act.  The  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  t  ro braces  the  sarpe  object.  The 
end,  therefore,  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts would  be  fully  g  .ioed  by  adding  the  instruct- 
ive part  of  his  own  resolution  to  the  resolution 
under  discussion.  As  to  the  difference  between  a 
s  ending  and  select  committee,  it  was  not  so  im- 
portant as  it  appeared  to  be  to  tne  gentleman  from 
Vermont.  The  subject,  from  its  character,  natu^ 
rally  came  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  j  and  it  was  auderstood  that  standing  oom- 
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mitiees  went  throagh  the  business  referred  to 
them  with  more  regularity  than  a  select  com- 
siiuee. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  said,  that  if  gentlemen  attentively 
considered  the  two  resolutions,  they  would  find 
that  the  resolution  offisred  hy  the  gentlemsn  from 
Maryland  did  not  go  to  the  same  extent  with  the 
resolution  which  he  had  the  honor  of  proposing. 
The  former  referred  to  but  one  principle,  and  lim- 
ited the  subject  to  eonsidarations  connected  with 
revenue.  U  appeared  to  him  that,  from  out-door 
information,  it  would.be  found  that  various  prin- 
ciples bad  been  assumed  relative  l6  the  law  of 
nations  to  which  we  might  not  as  a  neutral  na- 
tion choose  to  submit.  It  was  true  tha.c  the  subject 
was  c<»nected  with  the  revenue;  so,  however, 
was  every  subject.  Every  subject)  whether  con- 
nected with  a  state  of  peace  or  war,  would  neces- 
sarily, more  or  less}  affect  the  revenue.  Though 
this  was  the  case  with  this  subject^  it  on^ht  not  to 
be  considered  as  primarily  -colkhected  with  reve- 
nue. Under  present  circumstances,  we  do  not 
consider  it  princinally  as  connected  with  finance, 
but  with  other  suDjects.  Mr,  B.  'said  he  had  no 
particular  wishes  with  regard  to  the  committee  to 
be  appojoted  in  this  instance ;  hut  he  did  wish 
the  subject  examined  in  more  extensive  views 
than  WHS  cdntemplated  in  tbe  resolution.  j 

Mr.  Nicholson  observed  that  tbe  principal  ob- 
jection made  to  the  resolution  he  had  offered  was 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mesns  were 
not  bound  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  submit 
to  tbe  House  tbe  result  of  their  investigation. 
Some  ffentiemeo  think  it  necessary  that  instruc- 
tions should  be  given  to  the  committee  to  insure 
such  an  investigation.  Mr.  N.  said,  that. he  had 
known  instances  within  the  course  of  the  six  past 
years,  in  which  a  subject,  apparently  simple,  had 
produced  a  voluminous  report  without  any  in- 
struction of  the  Houjie ;  and  he  had  known  other 
instances  in  which  a  subject  of  great  importance 
had  been  referred,  on  which  there  had  been  re- 
ported a  simple  resolution,  which  afterward  be- 
came the  suhject  of  argument  within  these  walls. 
If  in  this  ca^e  an  investigation  is  desired,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
can  make  it,  and  give  the  result  to  the  House.  He' 
recollected,  some  years  ago,  a  simple  resolution 
was  referred  to  a  committee  of  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  be  chairman.  They  considered  the  sub- 
ject of  vast  importance,  and  thought  it  proper,  in 
their  report,  to  go  at  length  into  it.  The  report 
was  made,  and  on  it  was  predicated  the  exten^ive 
purchase  of.  Louisiana.  Vet,  in  this  case,  there 
were  no  instructions  given.  The  committee,  not- 
withstanding, thought  it  their  duty  to  inquiae  into 
the  subject ;  thev  accordingly  did  inquire^  and' 
made  the  report  alluded  to. 

In  every  point  of  light  in  which  tbe  present 
subject  could  be  viewed,  it  would-  be  found  to 
affect  th'e  revenue.  There  are  various  ways  in 
which  we  may  attack  the  belligerent  ifations.  We 
msy  attack  them  by  land  or  by  sea.  The  prepa- 
rations required  for  this  purpose  may  not  sink  our 
present  revenue,  but  render  it  necessary  to  resort 
to  the  raising  atiditionai  revenue.    Should  there 


be  a  non -importation  act,  which  had  lately  been 
a  subject  of  discussion  in  the  public  prints,  it 
would  necessarily  affect  our  revenue,  and  before 
it  could  be  agreed  to'  or  acted  on,  it  would  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  enter  into  an  investigation  how  the 
necessary  revenue  could  be  obtained.  If  we  resort 
to  the  expedient  of  raising  the  duties  on  manufac- 
tured articles,  he  would  ask  if  that  were  not  a 
proper  subject  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means?  The  measure  could  not  but  afiect  our 
revenue  deeply,  and  would  it  not  become  ne- 
cessary for  tne  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
to  inquire  to  what  extent  the  duties  might  be 
laid  without  producing  the  necessity  of  resort- 
ing to  new  taxes.  But,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  desiroqs  of  instructing  the 
committee, lie  had  no  objection  so  to  modify  his 
resolution  as  to  add  to  it  the  latter  part  of  the  res- 
olution offered  by  him. 

So  modified,  the  resolution  was  read  from  the 
Chat',  as  follows: 

'<  Resolved,  That  so  mnch  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  tbe  United  States,  as  relates  to  ^e  conduct  of 
the  belligerent  Powers  toward  the  United  States,  and 
to  tbe  unjustifiable  construction  lately  giTeh  by  some 
of  them  to  the  law  of  nations,  as  it  regards  the  rights  of 
neutrals,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  with  instmetion  to  inquire  in  what  respects^ 
and  to  what  extent  onr  neutral  rights  have  been  vio- 
lated,  and  what  legislatiTe  measures  the  true  interest 
of  the  United  States  requires  to  counteract  such  viola- 
tions.'* 

Mr.  BrnwBLL  inquired  to  what  committee  the 
defensive  measures  recommended  by  the  Presi- 
dent had  been  referred  ? 

The  Cbairman  replied  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BmwBLL  said  that  subject  appeared  to  him 
as  much  connected  with  the  revenue,  as  principles 
which  respected  the  law  of  nations.  If  that  sub- 
ject- had  been  referred,  with  propriety,  to  a  select  ' 
committee,  surely  this  might  also,  as  it  was  not 
so  necessarily  connected  with  revenue  as  to  make 
it  the  peculiar  businesa  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means, 

Mr.  Smilib  remarked  that,  it  appeared  that  the 
ideas  of  both  the  ^nilemen  were  incorporated  in 
the  res<ilution  as  it  stood ;  and  that  the  only  sub- 
sisting diffc>renee  was  as  to  the  committee.  This 
was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  occupy  much 
of  their  time.  .The  subject  might  ma«t  properly 
go  to  acomm^risial  committee ;  but  as  he  believed 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  perfectly 
competent,  he  should  not  object  to  the  r^olution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resoluiioui 
and  passed  in  the  affirmative — ayes  56,  noes  42. 

The  Committee  ruse  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tions, which  the  House  immediately  took  into 
consideration. 

The  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth,  were  agreed 
to  without  a  division  ;  and  the  fifth— ayes  57. 

The  second  resolution  was  referred  to  Messia. 
Dawson,  N.  Williams,  Blount,  Ely,  DabbT| 
and  Fi8K. 

The  third  resolution  was  referred  to  Messra, 
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Yabndm,  Basset,  Sturobs,  Lambbrt,  Re  a  of 
P«;nDsylvaDia,  Marion,  and  Blakb. 

And  the  fourtli,  to  Messrs.  Qrbog.  Garnbtt. 
BiDWCLL,  GoLDSBOftOuoB,  HoQQB,  Wtnnb,  and 

RUBBBLL. 


Thursday,  December  5- 

Another  member,  to  wit :  James  Kelly,  from 
PeDDsyivBDia,  appeared,  prodaced  bis  credentials, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointefl  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Gantt  to  be  one  of  the  Chaplains  to  Congress^ 
on  their  part. 

Mr.  John  C  SmitA  observed  that  the  House  at 
their  last  session,  had  had  before  th^m  a  sdbject  of 
considerable  importaDce,  which  not  having  been 
then  definitively  acted  upon,  he  thojight  it  would 
be  proper  again  to  take  into  consideration.  He 
therefore  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  description  of  claims 
against  the  United  States  are  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations,  which  in  reason  and  justice  ought  to  be 
provided  for;  and  that  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  considered, 
Bgreed  to^and  referred  toa  committee  of  seventeen 
members,  viz. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  Holires,  Mr.  Bbdinobr, 
Mr.  Stanforo,  Mr.  Stanton,  Mr.  Moorb  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Moore  of  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
Thompson  of  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Grben,  Mr. 
Chittenden,  Mr.HALSEY.Mr.  Si^oan,  Mr.  An- 
derson, Mr.  Campbell  or  Tennessee,  Mr.  Mob* 
bow  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Meriwether,  and  Mr.  Jackson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conrad,  the  following  resolii- 
tion  was  adopted : 

Buokted,  That  the  Doorkeeper  of  this  Honae  be  al- 
lowed the  same  snm,  as  has  heretoCbre  been  aUowed, 
for  the  purposes  of  employing  men  and  horaea  to  ena- 
ble him  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Mr.  Leib  moved  the  following  iresolation : 

Reaohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  alterations  ought  to  be 
anade  In  the  act  to  regulato  and  fix  the  compensation 
of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

Mr.  Leib  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  at 
the  end  of  erery  session  heretofore,  it  had  been 
asual  to  submit  propositions  for  an  extra  allow- 
ance to  the  officers  of  the  House.  It  was  desira- 
ble that  the  compensation  of  the  officers  should  be 
fixed.  That  they  might  be  fixed,  and  that  no 
similar  proposition  should  be  offered  hereaAer,  was 
his  reason  for  offering  this  resolution. 

The  House  immediately  look  it  up,  agreed  to 
it,  and  referred  it  to  a  committee  of  three  mem- 
bers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  the  petitions  heretofore 
presented  for  and  against  a  bridge  across  the  Poto- 
mmc,at  the  city  of  Washington,  were  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  members,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Thompson  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Mary- 
ktnd,  Mr.  Lgwib,  Mr.  MAoatrDBR^.andMr.  Butlbb. 


Fbidat.  December  6. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jobbpb  Clay  be  BppoJnted 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
fifth  instant,  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  aggres- 
sionf*  committed  on  omr  coasts  by  foreign  armed 
vessels ;  to  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors } 
to  the  building  of  seventy-four  goo  strips ;  and  to 
the  probibitinj^  of  the  exportation  of  arms  and 
ammunition ;  m  the  room  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  ^ 
absent. 

Mr.  Alston  remarked  that  a  memorial  from  n 
number  of  merchants  from  North  CaroHna,  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entreat 
Plymouth  bad  been  presented  at  the  last  session ; 
to  which  effect  a  bill  had  been  broilght  in ;  but 
that,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  important  buehtesaj 
it  had  either  been  rejected  or  postponed^  He 
wished  the  subject  to  be  again  taken  into  con- 
sideration. To  which  end  he  moved  the  refer* 
enee  of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Mtfnufactores.-^ Agreed  to. 

ARMY  KULE8,  Ac 

Mr.  Varnum  said  it  would  be  recollected  that 
the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  Army  had  never  been  revised  since  the  era  of 
the  .present  Qovernment;  and  that  conse<)uently 
the  rules  and  regulations  established  during  the 
Revolutionary  war  still  continued  in  force,  though 
our  circumstances  had  materially  changed.  From 
the  present  aspect  of  affairs,  he  thought  it  became 
necessary  that  a  revision  should  take  place,  that 
they  might  be  adapted  to  the  provisions,  under 
the  present  Government.  An  attempt  to  this 
effect  had  been  made  during  the  two  last  sessions : 
and  in  thi:s  House  a  bill  had  bassed,  which  had 
been  rejected  in  the  Senate.  He  was  of  the  opin- 
ion that  It  became  the  House,  by  again  attending 
to  the  subject,  to  do  their  duty ;  and  if  neglect 
should  attach  anywhere,  it  should  be  at  the  pro- 
per door.  He,  therefore,  tiooved  the  following 
resolution: 

ReBolved{  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
rules  and  regulations  fbr  the  government  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Agreed  to,  and  a  eonraiittee  of  seven  members 
appomted. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  Piesident's  Message  that  relates  to  aggres- 
sions committed  on  our  coasts,  dtc.,  having  ob- 
tained leave  to  report  by  bill  or  bills,  reported  in 
part  a  bill  prohtbfting  for  a  limited  time  the  ex- 
portation of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  which  was  read  twice,  and  made  the 
order  t)f  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

[This  bill  prohibits  the  exportation  of  the  ordi- 
nary warlike  articles  until  the — r- day  of—, 
and  declares  all  such  as  do  not  constitute  a  part  or 
the  equipment  of  a  vessel,  forfeited,  and  in  case 
the  same  iq  value  exceed  — ^  dollars,  declares 
the  vessel  forfeited.] 

On  a  motion  made  to  refer  to  a  select  committee 
the  memorial  of  the  Ohio  Company,  presented  the 
last  session,  the  House  divided— ayes  63.  Carried, 
and  a  committee  of  thi^  members  appointed. 
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COLLECTION  OP  DUTIES,  Ac. 
Mr.  Lbib  offered  the  following  resolution: 

JUtaked,  That  tbe  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  inetructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  fo  far  amending  the  act  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  as  to  extend  the 
time  for  taking  the  oath  and  giving  bond  in  cases  of 
goods  exported  for  drawback;  and  to  authorize  the 
Cemptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  grant  relief  to  those 
who  haTe  forfeited  their  claims  to  debentures  bj  exr 
ceeding  the  ten  dajs  assigned  by  law  for  taking  the 
oftth  and  giving  bend,  where  no  intention  of  fraud 
•ball  appear.     . 

Mr.  Lbib  obserired  that  it  would  be  recollected 
that  heretofore  at  every  session  of  Congress  peti- 
tions bad  been  offered  eomplaining  of  hardships 
Boder  this  act  and  soliciting,  relief,  if  redress  were 
to  be  given,  it  ought  to  be  under  a  general  and -not  a 
special  provision.  At  any  rate  it  would  be  allow/ 
Bd  to  be  advisable  t6  ivstitute  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  making  such  provision. 

Mr.  Crowninshielb  hoped  the  reference  would 
obtain,  as. he  bad  been  acquainted  with  several 
bard  <;ases  under  the  present  prdvisioos  of  law. 

The  resolution  wae  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Crowninsbibld  auracted  the  attentiuo  of 
the  House  to  another  provision  under  the  same 
act.  that  related  to  the  size  of  the  casks  and  the 
weight  of  the  packages  in  which  it  is  made  necce-. 
sary  to  impopt  sundry  articles.  He  was  of  the 
opinion  that  some  of  these  restrictions  were  use* 
less  for  the  protection  of  the'reveoue,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  embarrassed  the  merchant.  If  this 
were  so  they  should  be  dispensed  with.  To  make 
the  proper  inquiry  oa  this  point  he  moved  the 
foiiowibg  resolution: 

Metohtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Commevoe  and 
Manufactures  be  instraoted  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
en  imporU  and  tonnage,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  import- 
ation of  malt  liquiMrs,  distilled  spirits,  and  loaf  and 
lump  sugar,  in  casks,  vetaels,  or  packages  of  a  limited 
capacity  and  weight,  and  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  Gregg  said  he  wished  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  resolution  on  a  subject  of  considerable 
importaoce,  which  had  engaged  the  House  at  sev- 
eral of  its  previous  sessions,  and  which  was  gen- 
erally known  by  the  name  of  the  Yazoo  claims. 
The  discussions  on  thissubject  had  occupied  much 
time,  add  had  excited  greater  irritation  than  any 
other  subject  within  these  walls.  He  supposed 
there  was  no  probability  that  the  subject  would 
be  permitted,  by  tbeclaimanu,  to  sleep,  while  the 
act  appropriating  five  millions  was  p«rmitted  to 
remain  in  force.  His  object  was,  to  repeal  that 
ftcu  By  this  step  the  claimants  would  not  be 
|>laced  m  a  worse  situation,  as  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice would  be  opeh  to  them.  Mr.  Q.  said  he  did 
Bot  expect  the  House  immediately  to  act  on  this 
resolution,  though  he  was  prepangd,  at  qnc&.  to  go 
into  it  But  as  it  was  important,  and  related  to  a 
aulyect  on  which  the  papers  were  voluminous,  he 


would  be  satisfied  that  it  5houId  lie  for  some  time 
on  the  table,  the  more  especially,  that  new  mem- 
bers might  become  acquainted  with  it.  He  then 
offered  thefullowiog  resolution: 

Resohed,  That  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  <<An  ad 
regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  fi»r  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  soirth  of  the 
Bute  of  Tennessee,"  as  appropriates  any  portion  of 
said  lands  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  Or 
compensating  any  claims  to  the  said  lands,  derivadfiDfli 
any  act,  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
neither  recognised  by  the  articles  of  agreement  aad 
cession  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Georgia,  nor  embraced  by  the  two  first  sections  of  tbe 
above*mentioned  act,  be  lopealed. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  takde. 

INDIAN  XAND8. 
Mr.  Greoo  observed  that  they  had  been  in* 
formed  by  the  President,  in  his  communication  at 
the  opening  of  the  session^  that  several  purchases 
of  lands  had  been  made  from  the  Indians,  which 
were  the  more  advantageous  from  their  vicinity 
to  thick  settlements.    It  became  necessarv  to  make 

{provision  for  the  surveying  and  disposal  of  these 
ands.  He  believed  that  some  amendments  would 
be  found  necessary  in  the  existing  land  laws,  par- 
ticularly with  regard  to  lands  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Detroit,  He  therefore  submitted  the  following 
resolution : 

Eimhedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  alterations  or  amende* 
mentfl  are  neoessaiy  to  be  made  in  the  several  acts  pn^ 
viding  fiir  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Statea 
northwest  of  thciOhio. 

Mr.  J.  Ramdolpb  suggested  the  propriety  of 
permitting  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table,  until 
the  treaties  ceding  the  land  had  been  ratified  and 
carried  into  effect.  It  might  also,  he  added,  be 
found  that  the  law  for  the  disposal  of  the  lauda 
southwest  of  the  Ohio  required  modification. 

Mr.  Greoo  acquiescing  in  this  disposition  of 
the  resolution,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

EXECUTIVE  DOCUMENTS. 

A  Message  was  delivered  from  the  Presidbivt 
OF  THE  United  Statss,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Secre* 
tary,  as  follows: 

"  Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  deUver  you  a  Message  m  writing.** 

The  Speaker  having  received  and  opened  a 

Gcket  of  considerable  size,  observed  that  the 
essage  was  confidential,  and  thereupon  ordered 
the  galleries  to  be  cleared. 

In  about  one  hour  and  a  half,  the  doors  were 
opened,  when  it  appeared  that  part  of  the  com^ 
munications  made  by  the  President  were  confiden- 
tial, and  that  the  members  of  the  House  remained 
under  an  injunction  of  secrecy  with  regard  to 
them ;  and  tnat  another  part  was  not  confidentiaL 
This  part  embraces,  among  others,  the  full  owing 
documents : 

1.  A  letter  from  Governor  Claiborne  teithe  Seos^taij 
of  SUte,  dated  October  24, 1805,  in  which,  tfftsr  stating 
the  preparations  making.by  the  Spaniatds  at  Pensacola 
and  other  phu:es»  he  says:  **  I  flatter  myself  that  hostil 
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ities  between  the  United  States  and  Spainmay  be  avoid- 
ed, and  that  an  honorable  adjustment  of  our  differences 
may  ensue.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  Span- 
ish agents  calculate  on  a  speedy  rupture,  and  are  making 
all  the  preparations  that  their  means  permit  to  com- 
mence the  war  in  this  quarter." 

2.  Statements  respecting  the  detention  of  the  Ameri- 
can gunboats. 

3.  Correspondence  between  Governor  Claiborne  and 
the  Marquis  de  Casa  Calvo,  on  exempting  the  Spanish 
officers  from  municipal  taxes. 

4.  Correspondence  between  Governor  Williams,  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  Governor  Grandpre,.vith 
sundry  communications  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
outrages  committed  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

5.  Documents  to  show  that  the  settlement  of  Bayou 
Pierre,  on  the  Red  river,  at  which  a  principal  aggression 
took  place,  was  originally  made  by  France,  while  pos- 
sessing Louisiana,  and  came  to  the  possession  of  Spain 
only  by  the  general  delivery  Qf  Louisiana  to  her,  and  as 
a  psrt  of  it. 

6.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  C.  Pinckney,  dated  August, 
1806,  as  well  as  one  dated  September  22, 1806,  respect- 
ing Spanish  spoliations. 

7.  Communications  from  Gov.  Claiborne,  dated  Oc- 
tober 24, 1806,  respecting  obstructions  on  the  Mobile. 

8.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commandant  of  the  ship 
Huntress  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

•  Mr.  Varnum  said  that  daring  the  late  Revolu- 
tionary war  wiih  Qreat  Britain,  the  GoveroineDt 
of  the  United  States  thought  proper  to  place  on 
the  pension  list  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who 
had  been  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  war.  It  had 
so  happened  that,  from  a  variety  of  circumstances, 
A  large  number  of  our  meritorious'officers  and  sol- 
diers, of  this  descriptiou,  had  not  been  placed  on 
the  list.  A  number  of  them  had  kept  back,  and 
omitted  reaping  the  benefit  of  this  provision,  un- 
der the  expectation  of  supporting  themselves  by 
their  own  industry,  or  by  the  assistance  of  their 
friends.  He  believed  that  many  had  been  prompt- 
ed to  this  by  the  most  laudable  motives.  Many  of 
them  had  since  found  themselves  unable  to  earn 
a  decent  subsistence.  A  number  of  petitions  of 
this  kind  had,  this  mornine,  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  Mr.  V.  said  it  wa^  his 
wish  that  a  general  and  ample  provision  should 
be  made  for  aH  those  who  had  been  disabled  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  The  independence  and 
happy  situation  of  our  country  were  owing  to 
their  exertions,  and  our  wealth  now  enabled  us  to 
make  an  ample  provision.   He  therefore  moved : 

<*  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  instmcted  to  in- 
quire what  further  measures  are  necessary  to  be  adopted 
to  remunerate  the  meritorious  services  of  the  officers 
fmd  soldiers  who  were  wounded. or  disabled  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  with  Great  Britun,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise." 

The  resolution  was  immediately  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

MoNOAT,  December  9. 
Sfr^ral  ^er  members,  to  wit :  from  Virginia, 
EowiN  wM^y  >"^  Walter  Jones  ;  from  New 
f'ork;  lupBT  W.  L1YING8TON  and  Sliphalet 


WiCKBs ;  and  from  Qeorgia.  Joseph  Bbyan  ;  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials  was  qualified 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  a  petition  of  the  late  crew 
of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  representing  that  they 
have  been  advised  that  under  the  maritime  regu- 
lations of  the  United  States,  persons  taken  by  the 
Barbary  Powers  are  allowed  on  their  release  a 
pecuniary  compensation  for  clothing  received  du- 
ring their  captivity,  and  some  small  sum  for  to- 
bacco and  other  articles,  usually  called  jail*mo- 
ney,  for  which  they  have  jreceived  no  cotnpensa- 
tion  ;  but  that  these  extraordinary  expenses  have 
been  deducted  from  their  pay,  and  prating  re- 
lief.—Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
'  Mr.  Brtan  presented  a  pefttion  from  Thomas 
Spalding,  representing  that  at  the  late  general 
election  in  Cieorgia  for  Representatives,  be  had  a 
a  greater  number  of  the  votes  given  than  Cowles 
Mead,  returned  as  a  member,  and  praying  that  he 
may  be  admitted  'to  a  seat.  The  petition  states, 
that  by  an  act  of  Georgia  it  is  directedihat  with- 
in twenty  five  days  after  the  day  of  election  the 
votes  shall  be  counted^  and  that  the  Governor 
shall'  thereupon  make  proclamation  of  the  per- 
sons having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  and  issue 
their  commissions;  that  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  the  votes  of  the  counties  of  Camden,  Lib- 
erty, and  Tatnal,  were  not  received  at  the  Exec- 
utive office,  owing  tb  which  Mr.  Mead  had  thea 
a  majority;  but  that  on  receiving  them  it  ap- 
peared that  the  petitioner  had  4.^4  and  the  sit- 
ting member  only  4,465  votes.  That  the  failure 
to  transmit  the  votes  of  those  coooties  arose  from 
an  act  of  God ;  that  there  was  a  hurricane  00  the 
8th  of  December,  which  flooded  the  country, 
swept  away  the  bridges,  and  rendered  the  roads 
ioapassable,  and  that  it  was  not  until  the  expira- 
tibifof  the  limited  time  that  these  obstructions 
were  removed. — Petition  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections. 

EXPORTATION  OP  ARMS,  dec 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  on  the  bill  '*  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 

time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 

from  the  United  States;" 

The  Chairman  having  refiid  the  bill,  as  follows r 

Sec.  I.  B9  it  enacted,  <9-c.,  That  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful to  export  from  the  United  States  any  cannon,  mus- 
kets, piatols,  bayonuts,  swords,  cutlasses,  musket-balli, 
lead,  bombs,  grenades,  gunpowder,  sulphur,  or  saltpo- 
tre ;  but  the  exportation  of  all  the  aforesaid  articles  is 
hereby  prohibited  until . 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  of  the 
aforesaid  articles,  excepting  such  of  them  as  may  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  equipment  of  any  vessel  which, 
during  the  continuance  of  this  prohibition^  shall  be 
found  on  board  of  any  vessel  in  any  river,  port,  bay  or 
harbor  within  the  territory  of  the  United  Sutes,  put 
on  board  with  an  intent  to  be  exported  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  in  case  the  value 
thereof  shall  amount  to  — ^  dollars,  the  vessel  on 
board  Whieh  the  same  shall  be  seized,  together  with 
h^  tackle,  l|^arel,  and  flouitiure,  shall  alao  be  ibiw 
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feitttd:  Provided,  neoertheUtt^  That  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  removal  or  transport- 
ation of  any  of  the  articles  aforesaid  from  one  pprt  to 
another  port  within  the  United  States,  in  any  vessel 
having  a  license  as  te  coasting-vessel,  the  master,  agent 
or  owner  of  which  sbaU  have  given  bond  with  one  or 
more  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  collector  of  the  district 
from  which  such  vessel  is  about  to  depart,  in  a  sum 
double  the  value  of  such  vessel,  and  of  such  of  the 
said  articles  as  may  be  laden  on  board  her ;  that  the 
said  articles  shall  be  relanded  and  delivered  in  some 
port  of  the  United  States;  or'  to  prevent  the' exporta- 
tion of  any  of  the  above  articles  on  public  account, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  , 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  furiher  enaeied.  That  if  any  of 
the  articles  aforesaid  snail,  contrary  to  the  prohibitions 
of  this  act,  be  exported  from  the  United  States,  the 
vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been  exported,  to- 
gether with  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  shall  be 
£>rfeited ;  and  the  captain  or  master  of  such  vessel, 
knowingly  offending  in  the  promises,  shall  be  liable  to 
indictment,  and  upon  conviction,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  sum  not  exceeding doUara ;  which  shall  be  dis- 
tributed in  like  manner  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  as  to 
other  forfeitures  incurred  under  this  act. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enactedt  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  custom-house  officers,  and  of  all  persons 
employed  in  the  collection  of  th6  revenue,  to  attend  to 
the  execution  of  this  law,  and  all  forfeitures  and  pen- 
alties incurried  under  it,  and  not  otherwise  directed  to- 
be  prosecuted '  and  recovered,  shall  be  sued  for,  prose- 
cuted, adjudged  and  distributed  in  like  manner  as  is 
provided  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  more 
eflfectnally  for  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by 
law  on  goods,  wares,  and  merohandise  imported  into 
the  United  States,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  ihipe  and 


On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McCreery,  the  words 
"  pi^  iron  and  brass"  were  inserted  in  the  first 
section. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  blank  at  the 
end  of  the  first  section  was  filled  with  the  words 
*'  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  no 
longer;  "the  blank  in  the  second  section  with 
"  one  hundred,"  and  that  in  the  third  section  with 
^  one  thousand." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  fourth  section 
was  so  amended  as  to  strike  out  the  title  of  the 
act  recited,  and  to  introduce  ^'An  act  to  regnlate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 

Mr.  Q.DINCT  offered  a  new  resolution,  .exempt- 
ing from  duty  the  greater  part  of  the  articles 
enumerated  in  the  bill  on  their  importation  into 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  duiNCY  observed  that  on  examination,  the 
bill  before  the  committee  appeared  to  be  the  same 
Terbatim  with  that  passed  in  the  year  1797,  with 
the  exception  of  the  new  section  moved  by  him, 
which  had  been  omitted.  What  was  the  cause 
of  the  omission  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  the  powers  of  the  commit- 
tee restricted  them  to  a  prohibition  of  the  export- 
ation of  military  articles. 

Mr.  Crowninshibld  hoped  the  adoption  of 
this  new  section  would  not  he  pressed  at  this 
time.  The  object  of  the  bill  uoder  consideration 
was  to  prevent  the  expoftation  of  certain  military 


articles;  that  of  the  new  section  was  to  render 
their  importation  free  of  duty.  He  would  not 
say  that  at  a  future  time  be  would  object  to  this 
measure^  but  be  did  not  think  it  necessary  at  pres- 
ent. His  mind  not  having  been  drawn  to  the 
subject  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  Q.UINCY  said  he  had  made  the  motion  be- 
cause he  considered  the  new  section  conformable 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  The  object  was  to 
insure  to  the  country  as  large  a  portion  of  raw 
materials  as  was  necessary  for  the  exigency  of 
the  times.  If  any  gentleman  was  of  opinion  thai 
the  quantity  on  hand  is  sufficient  for  this  exigen- 
cy he  would  be  in  favor  of  shutting  the  door 
agaihst  additional  importations,  by  retainins^  the 
existing  duties.  If,  on  the  contrary,  there  is  not 
a  sufficient  quantity  on  hand,  it  became  neces- 
sary and  proper  that  a  kipd  of  bounty  should  be 
offered  for  increasing  the  stock,  ^e  had  another 
reason  for  the  section  he  had  offered.  The  bill, 
as  it  now  stands,  will  look  to  the  public^  as  if  the 
state  of  the  country  were  not  so  pressing  as  it, 
perhaps,  actually  was.  In  1797.  the  ground  as- 
sumed id  the  new  section  was  taken.  If  we  now 
pass  the  bill  without  it,  it  will  appear,  said  Mr. 
Q..,  as  if  we  did  not  consider  our  exigencies  as 
we  thought  them  then.  Without  making  a  com- 
parison between  that  period  and  this^  I  think  the 
present  exigency  such  as  requires  a  similar  step. 

Mr.  Smilib  did  not  deem  the  amendment  a 
proper  one  at  this  time.  It  refated  to  a  subject 
distinct  from  that  referred  to  the  committee  that 
brought  in  the  bill — ^a  subject  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  stand  by  itself.  He  would  not  pre- 
tend to  say  that  our  present  circumstances  would 
not  justify  it.  But  what  had  been  done  at  a  for* 
mer  period  under  other  circumstances  was  not  a 
proof  of  its  necessity  at  present.  Before  we  eo 
into  it,  we  ought  to  inquire  what  its  effects  would 
be  on  the  revenue,  and  whether  existing  circum- 
stances required  the  sacrifice  it  would  occasion. 
Indeed  he  doubted  whether  the  House  were  pre- 
pared to  vote  one  way  or  the  other.  If  it  were 
found  necessary,  he  would  heartily  concur  in  it ; 
but  this  was  the  more  questionable,  as  it  did  not 
appear  from  the  Message  ol  the  President  that  he 
viewed  it  as  necessary. 

Mr.  BinwELL  was  not,  in  this  stage  of  the  bus- 
iness, prepared  to  determine  the  propriety  of  the 
measure,  as  he  did  not  know  what  its  beariog 
would  be  on  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 
He  thought  the  House  ought  to  be  apprized  of 
this,  before  they  could  with  propriety  take  a  step 
which  might  break  in  on  the  fiscal  arrangements 
of  the  Grovernment.  ^he  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts says  those  opposed  to  his  amendment 
ought  to  show  that  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  the 
enumerated  articles  in  the  country,  or  that  oar 
manufacturers  are  competent  to  supply  them.  On 
the  contrary,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  the  friends  of  the  propositito  to 
show  that  there^  would  be  a  deficiency,  or  an  in^  ' 
bility  of  our  manufacturers  to  suppl^  our  wahK 
in  case  this  provision  should  not  be  0(^^Sif 

Mr.  Crowninshibld  observed  th%tiie  could 
make  in  the  United  States  almost  aS'lhe  articles 
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enumerated  in  the  ameDdmeDt,  and  that  conse- 
quently it  mi^ht,  if  adapted,  injure  our  manufac- 
tures in  a  degree  not  contemplated.  We  certain- 
ly manufactured  a  grreat  quantity  of  gunpowder 
and  muskets.  The  duty  on  gunpowder  wascon- 
aiderable,  and  the  effect  of  its  removal  raieht  be 
extremely  prejudicial.  With  regard  to  saltpetre 
mod  sulphur,  he  did  not  know  that  he  would  ob- 
ject to  suspending  the  duties  imposed  upon  them, 
ws  tbey  "^ere  the  great  raw  materials  most  want- 
ed, and  as  no  duty  had  been  exacted  on  them  un- 
til about  two  years  ago,  and  then  on  a  construction 
of  law.  He  hoped,  however,  his  colleague  would 
not  press  the  subject  at  this  time,  as  the  House 
were  not  prepared  for  the  discussion  it  might  in- 
Tolve,  and  as  it  might  materially  affect  the  reve- 
nue. Though  he  would  say  tbat  mere  consider- 
ations of  revenue  would  not  of  themselves  in- 
duce him  to  vote  against  the  proposed  provision. 
He  did  not  think  the  general  state  of  the  country 
required  it. 

Mr.  ClniNOT  was  glad  to  hear  from  gentlemen 
chat  the  situation  of  the  country  was  such  as  did 
not  require  the  step  he  bad  proposed.  His  own 
impression  had  been  that  it  was  proper  to  take 
auch  a  situation  as  if  the  country  were  on  the  eye 
of  a  war. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that  he  was  authorized 
to  state  that  the  Government  was  possessed  of 
five  hundred  tons  of  saltpetre,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  sulphur;  and  that  he  was  well  informed 
that  there  was  in  the  country  a  sufficient  quantity 
•for  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  might  be  wanteu. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  did  not  consider 
4he  amendment  proper,  and  hoped  that  it  would 
be  either  withdrawn  or  rejected. 

Mr.  John  C.  8hith  said  he  could  not  vote  for 
the  amendment  under  his  present  impressions. 
The  senate  of  the  House  likewise  seemed  to  be 
against  it  in  its  present  shape.  But  the  gentle- 
man could  obtain  his  end  by  moving  to  instruct 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  its  expediency.  And  should  his  amendment 
be  rejected  he  hoped  he  would  pursue  this  course. 
If,  on  such  investigation,  the  measure  should  be . 
found  advisable,  he  had  no  doubt  of  its  adoption. 
Mr.  CluiNCT  said  that,  considering  the  impres- 
sions of  gentlemen,  he  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowninshield  the  words 
.«  sheet  copper,"  were  enumerated  in  the  first  sec- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson  a  new  section  was 
added,  declaring  that  the  act  shall "  commence 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
lanuary,  1806." 

On  ihis  section  some  diversity  of  opinion  was 
expressed. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  was  in  favor  of  the  act  going  into 
immediate  operation.  Mr.  Crowninshielo  was 
in  favor  of  the  time  stated  in  the  section,  and 
•Messrs.  Macou  and  Southard  were  in  favor  of 
a  short  extension  of  it.  In  animadverting  on  this 
point  M^  H|acon  pronounced  it  doubtful  whether 
the  principle  of  the  bill  vjrere  Constitutional. 
8o  amended,  (he  committee  rose  and  reported 


the  bill,  whose  consideration  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

On  xnotion  of  Mt.  Southard,  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Say  re,  and  the  rfport  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  thereon,  made  the  last  session,  were  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph,  from  tht  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  reported  on  the  petition  of  Anthony 
Benezet  and  others,  concluding  with  a  resolution 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  reasonable,  and 
ought  to  be  granteid.-^Ueierred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 


Tuesday,  December  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Kentucky, 
John  Boylb  ;  from  New  Jersey,  William  Helms  ; 
from  Connecticut,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior;  and 
from  New  York,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt;  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Speaeer  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  estimates  of  the  revenue  and  receipts 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  years  1801, 1802, 1803, 
1804,  and  for  three  quarters  of  the  year  1805,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Treasury  Department  i*'  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Means; 

A  petition  of  t.6e  Legislative  Couacil  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  all  the  lands  c^  the  United 
States  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  such  other  lands  as  the  wisdom  Of 
Congress  may  deem  adequate,  may  be  appropriated 
for  the  establishment  and  support  or  colleges, 
schools,  and  other  seminaries  or  learning,  in  the 
said  Territory.— Referred  to  Mr.  GeoRoa  W. 
Camprell,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Bryan,  Mr.  John 
WHrEEBiLL,and  Mr.  Wadsworth;  and  that  the 
said  committee  have  leave  to  report  thereon -by 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  supplementary  to  his  Message 
of  the  6th  instant,  enclosing  sundry  documents  in 
addition  to  those  laid  before  the  House,  viz : 

1.  Relative  to  the  detention  of  the  public  ^buildings 
at  New  Orleans. 

2.  Relative  to  the  conduet  of  Spain  in  Louisiana,  in 
the  establishment  of  posts,  dec 

3.  Relative  to  the  obstruction  of  the  commerce  on  the 
Mobile. 

Which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee  to  whom  the  papers  pre- 
viously received  were  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
manufacturers  of  hats  in  Philadelphia,  remonstra- 
ting against  the  mod&pursued  bv  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Indibn  Department  or  vending  furs,  and 
requesting  that  the  same  may  be  regulated  by  law. 
and  that  Uie  sale  be  by  public  auction. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerceand  Manufactures. 

Mr. 'Sloan  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
tafrle: 
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Xeaohedf  That  a  tax  or  duty  of  ten  doUan  per  head 
be  imposed  on  all  alavea  heraafker  imported  into  the 
United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia,"  which  was  made  lo  this  House 
on  the  thirteenth  of  February  last,  be  referred  to 
Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Wilbon,  and  Mr.  CBAMDi4BB, 
with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

EXPORTATION  OF  ARMS,  Ac 
The  Efouse  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 
prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition  from  the  tTnited  States ;  in 
all  pf  w^ich  they  concurred.    - 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  substitute  "  five  hundred 
dollars"  in  the  room  of  "one  buodred;"  the,sum 
for  exporting  prohibited  articles  beyond  which  is 
followed  b^r  tne  forfeiture  of  the  ressel-runder 
the  impression  that  the  provision  was  too  rigorous. 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  C.row- 
KiNSHTELn,  and  opposed  H)y  Mr.  Dawson,  and  lost 
— 77  members  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Olin,  "  cannon  balls  and 
mortars"  were  added  to  the  list  of  prohibited  ar- 
ticles. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  an  amendment  was 
introduced,  applyinfi;  the  penalties  of  the  bill  to 
the  exportation  of  the  protiibited  articles  by  land; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholsok  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  were  extended'  to  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States. . 

Mr.  Gregg  jsaid  he  understood  the  bill  under 
consideration  was  only  a  report  in  part.  He  had 
no  disposition  to  oppose  its  passage.    He  ooly  rose 


expediency  of  extending  the  limits  of  the  district 
of  Wasbinffton,  in  North  Carolina,  so  as  to  include 
Shell  Casfle  Island,  and  report  tneir  opinion  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Another  member  to  wit:  Daniel.  C.  Ver* 
PLANCEp  from  New  York,  appeared,  produ\ced  his 
credentials,  aad  took  his  seat  in  (he  House. 

Mr.  Dawson  reported  "various  amendments  to 
the  bill  *' prohibiting,  for  a  limited  time,  ]tbe  ex- 
portation  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  which  the  House  took  immediately 
into  consideration,  and  concurred  in,  with  an 
amendment,  striking  out  '^pig  iron,"  from  the 
prohibited  articles. 

The  biH  thus  amended,  remains  the*  skme  in 
substance  as  it  passed  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  fiinwELL  said  that,  in  the  late  war  between 
(he  United  States  and  Tripoli,  distinguished  ser- 
vices had  been  rendered  by  Mr.  Eaton,  which  had 
contributed  to  the  peace  lately  made  with  that 
Power.  Intimation  of  this  fact  was  not  only  de- 
rived from  its  public  notoriety,  but  likewise  from 
the  President  of  the  United  State?.  He  thought 
thete  services  worthy  the  notice  of  Congress.  He 
therefore  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Rtaohedt  hy  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Repreaentch 
tivee  of  the  United  States  ofAmenea  in  Congress  as- 
sembidj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  pr^ent  a  s^ord,  in  the  name  of  Congress, 
to  William  Eaton,  £8q.>  as  a  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
leading  a  small  band  of  oar  coontrymen,  and  others, 
through  the  desert  of  Lybia,  on  an  expedition  against 
Tripoli,  in  coniunction  with  the  ex-Bashaw  of  that  Re- 
gency;  defeatmg  the  TripOlitan  army  at  Deme,  with 
the  assistance  of  a  small  part  of  the  naval  force  of  the 


to  express  his  hope  that  when   the  committee ;  United  States,  and  contributing  thereby  to  a  snccessful 


made  a  further  report,  they  would  lay  before  the 
House  the  information  necessary  to  eoaULe  them 
to  act  intelligently.  It  had,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government,  been  the  practice  of  the 
House  to  call  on  the  Secretary  ot  War  to  state 
the  amount  of  military  stores  on  hand,  accompa- 
nied by  his  opinion  of  the  further  supplies  .deemed 
necessary.  No  such  thing  had  yet  been  done  tnis 
session.  The  House  neither  knew  the.  quantity 
of  military  stores  on  hand,  or  could  calculate  the 
effects  of  the  bill.  They  did  not  know  what  was 
the  quantity  of  sulphtir  and  saltpetre  on  hand,  or 
whether  there  was  a  sufficieticy  of  tbo^e  import- 
ant raw  materials,  in  case  we  should  be  embroiled 
in  a  war — 

The  Speaker  here  interrupted  M^r.  Gregg  by 
observing  that  there  was  no  motion  before  the 
House. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Nicholson  and 
Mr.  Qrbog,  on  the  details  of  the  bill,  it  was  order- 

aon  the  motion  of  the  former,  to  oe  re-commit- 
to  the  committee  who  introduced  it,  for 
amendment. 


WE0NBaoAT,  Dtcember  tl. 
JRegohedj  That  the  Committee  of  Gemmerc^ 
and  Manufaeturea  be  instrttcted  to  Inquire  into  the 


termination  of  the  war,  and  the  restoration  of  our  cap- 
tive iellow-citizens  to  liberty  and  their  eeantiy. 

Referred,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum,  to  a 
Commtttee-of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan  the  House  took  up 
his  motion  relative  to  the  imposition  of  a  tax  of 
ten  dollars  on  every  slave  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted Stat^. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  hoped  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  would  be  postponed.  The  law, 
he  said,  which  had  excited  such  irritation  was  at 
present  before  the  Lesrislaiure  of  South  Carolina, 
and  would,  in  all  probability,  be  repealed.  If  re- 
pealed, any  resolution  of  this  House  would  be  use- 
less. He  therefore  moved  its  postponement  until 
Monday  fortnight. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
postponement,  which  was  carried  without  a  di- 
vision. 

FRENCIi  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  observed  that,  at  the  first 
session  of  the  eighth  Congress,  there  had  been  an 
appropriation  0183750. 000  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing American  claims  fojr  spoliations  committed 
by  the  people  of  France,  which  had  been  assumed 
in  the  convention  that  transferred  to  the  Unifibd 
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States  the  sovereignty  of  LouisiaDa ;  that  bills, 
in  saiisfaciioo  of  these  claims,  were  daily  pre- 
sented for  payment  at  the  Treasury ;  but  that,  on 
the  31st  of  this  month,  the  approphation  vould 
cease,  when  the  sum  remaining  unexpended  would 
be  carxied  to  the  credit  of  the  surplus  fund.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  M^aas  had  received  a 
letter,  representing  the  circumstances,  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  had  induced 
them  to  come  to  a  resolution  to  ask  leave  to  pre- 
sent a  bill  on  the  subject. 

Leave  having  been  granted — 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  made  a  report,  consisting  of 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rep- 
resenting the  facts  stated  by  him, and  a  bill,  "sup- 
plementary to  the  act  making  provision  for  the 
paymentof  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Government  of  France,  the  payment  of 
which  hits  been  assumed  by  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  convention  of  the  30th  of  April.  1803. 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Frencn  Re- 
public. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  balance  of  the  83,750,- 
000  remaining  unexpended  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber next  shall  not  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund, 
but  shall  continue  applicable  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  claims  until  they  shall  be  satisfied. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committer  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 


Thursday,  December  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  John  Hamilton, 
from  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

Benjamin  Parke  having  also  appeared  as  a 
Delegate  from  the  Indiana  Territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  said  oath  was  administered  to  him 
by  the  Speaker,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House 
accordingly. 

An  engrossed  bill  prohibiting,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition 
from  the  United  States,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  second  instant,  to  prepare  and  report  such 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding  as  are 
proper  to  be  observed  in  this  House,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter,  in 
the  (German  language,  addressed  to  him,  acjpom- 
panied  with  two  printed  books  in  the  same  lan- 
guage.—-Referred  to  Messrs.  Conrad,  Bedinger, 
and  Sammons. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  came 
to  the  following  resolution: 

Ruohed^  That  the  Committae  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instracted  to  take  into  consideration 
the  case  of  the  brig  George,  detained  in  the  port  of 
Korfolk,  with  one  thousand  two  hundred  demijohns  of 
brandy  on  board,  and  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Newton,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  this 
resolutions  explained  the  peculiar* ciraumstances 


of  the  case,  arising  from  the  recent  British  orders 
relative  to  the  trade  of  neutrals. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
insiructed  to  inquire  what  further  steps  are  prop- 
er to  remunerate  meritorious  officers,  ^.,  reported 
a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  make  provision  for 
persons  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in 
the  Revolutionary  war ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

[This  bill  provides,  that  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  shall  be  construed 
to  extend  to  all  perf>ons  who  received  actual 
wounds  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  whether  as 
volunteers  or  militia,  and  that  they  shall  be  placed 
on  the  pension  list^  though  they  may  have  resign- 
ed, or  have  been  discharged,  or  have  been  in  cap- 
tivity, at  the  termination  of  the  war ;  and  to  those 
who,  havinfir  during  the  war  received  wounds, 
have  since  become  disabled  thereby;  authorizes 
the  allowance  of  increased  pensions,  in  cases  of 
such  disability,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 
certificate  of  two  physicians,  provided  that  such 
augmentation  does  irot  exceed  a  full  pension;  and 
prescdbes  a  full  pension  to  a  commissioned  oflicer 
shall  he  half  the  amount  of  his  monthly  pay,  to  a 
non-commissioned  officer  or  private  five  dollars 
per  month,and  that  no  pension  shall  exceed  the 
Kalf  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel.! 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  House  came  to  a 
resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  inquire  whether  any  further  compensation  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  any  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct 
tax  for  services  by  them  performed,  and  whether 
any  compensation  ought  to  be  made  them  for 
moneys  actually  paid,  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
respective  duties  of  their  office,  beyond  the  sums 
allowed  by  law. 

PUBLIC.  ROADS. 

Mr.  Jackson  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  subject  before  Congress  at  their  .last  session, 
relative  to  the  application  of  a  certain  part  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  lands  of  the  United  States  within 
Ohio,  to  the  making  roads,  to  revive  which,  he 
offered  the  following  resolution  : 

•Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  orepore 
and'hring  in  a  6t// making  provision  for  the  appucation 
of  the  money  heretofore  appropriated  to  laying  out  and 
making  certain  public  roads. 

Mr  Varnum  suggested  the  propriety  of  making 
the  reference  more  general,  and  moved  the  sut^ 
stitution  of  the  words  ''  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of,"  in  the  room  of  those  in  itcdic, 

Mr.  Jackson  could  not  accede  to  this  amend- 
ment, as  -the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation  was 
pledffed  to  the  application  he  had  stated.  He 
would  have  no  objection  to  enlarging  the  fowm 
of  the  committee  so  as  to  enable  them  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  applying  additional  sums 
to  the  same  object. 

Mr.  Varnuu's  amendment  having  prevailed^— 
ayes  60,  the  resolution,  thus  amended,  passed. 

f  GENERAL  EATON. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bidwell.  the  House  re- 
aoivfd  itself  into  a  Committee  or  the  Whole  on 
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the  reoolution  offered  yesterday  relative  to  Wil- 
liam EatOD. 
The  Chainuan  read  the  resolution  as  follows: 
"  Be  it  enaefed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  XJhiied  States  of  America^  in  Congress 
assembledy  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be 
requested  to  present  a  sword,  in  the  nsme  of  Congress, 
to  Wyiiam  £atoD,  Esq.,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  of  hia  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
leading  a  small  band  of  onr  countrymen  and  others 
through  the  desert  of  Lybia,  on  an  expedition  against 
Tripoli,  in  conjunction  with  the  ez-Bashaw  of  that  Re- 
gency ;  defeating  the  Tripolitan  army  at  Deme,  with 
the  assistance  of  a  small  p^rt  of  the  naval  force  of  the> 
United  States,  and  contributing  thereby  to  a  successfiil 
termination  of  the  war,  and  the  restoration  of  our  cap- 
tive fellow-citizens  to  liberty  and  their  country." 

Mr.3iDWBLL  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  the  word  *'  sword,"  and  by  insert- 
ion in  lieu  thereof  the  words  **a  medal  of  gold, 
with  proper  de vibes." 

Mr.  J.  Clay  wished  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts would  let  the  word  "sword"  stand- in 
the  resohition.  It  was  onty  on  extraordinary 
occasions,  he  believed,  that  a  medal  was  award- 
ed. He  was  very  williilg  to  vote  for  presenting 
a  sword  on  this  occasion  ;  but,  if  a  medal  was  in- 
sisted upon,  he  should  be  compelled  to  vote  against 
the  resolution. 

•  Mr.  Elliot  requested  that  the  resolution  passed 
at  the  last  session,  relative  to  Commodore  Preble, 
and  the  officers  and  marines  under  his  command, 
might  be  read; 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  read,  which  or- 
dered a  medal. to  be  struck, and  a  sword  to  be 
given  to  each  of  the  officers. 

Mr.  £.  said,  that  the  objection  of  the  gentleman 
from  PennsylYania  (Mr.  J.  Clay)  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  BiDWBLL,)  substituting  a  gold  medal 
in  the  room  of  a  sword,  appeared  to  be  founded  on 
the  idea  that  a  medal  would  be  a  meed  dispropor- 
tioned  to  the  importance  of  the  senrices,  or  the 
official  rank  of  the  gentleman  who  was  the  oh' 
ject  of  the  resolution;  in  other  words,  that  it 
would  be  too  great  a  reward.  I  did  not,  said*  Mr. 
E.,  anticipate  the  objection  fn  m  any  quarter  of 
the  House,  and  regret  extremeljr  that  it  has  arisen. 
From  the  peculiar  character  with  whioh^'the  gen- 
tleman who  is  intended  to  be  honored  by  the  res- 
olution, was  invested  by  the  Government,  it  be- 
comes a  point  of  no  small  delicacy,  and  even  of 
some  difficulty,  to  debate  the  question  at  all. 
We  are,  indeed,  told  in  the  President's  Mes- 
sage, that  the  important  services  of  our  gallant 
countryman  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  im- 
pression which  produced  peace  with  Tripoli.  It 
was  proper  for  the  President  to  sav  this,  and 
to  say  no  more ;  but,  in  order  to  enable  ns  to  pay 
a  proper  tribute  on  our  part  to  merit  so  conspicu- 
ous, it  becomes  necessary  to  avail  ourselves  of  in- 
formation derived  from  unofficial  sources.  In 
everything  which  we  can  do  upon  this  subject, 
we  are  anticipated  by  the  loud  voice  of  fame,  and 
this  consideration  has  induced  me  sometimes  db 
doubt  the  propriety  of  doing  anything  whatfcrer. 


It  has,  however,  always  been  deemed  policy,  and 
even  duty  in  free  governments,  to  distinguish  by 
national  honors  those  citizens  who  have  perform- 
ed important  national  services.  It  is  perfectly 
understood  that  our  brave  countryman  commana* 
ed,  in  conjunction  with  the  ex- Bashawof  Tripoli, 
a  force  sufficiently  respectable  to  be  considered  as 
an  army,  and  of  course  that  the  popular  appella- 
tion of  General  Baton  had  been  conferred  upon 
good  grounds.  In  that  strong  point  of  view  in 
which  the  subject  will  be  seen  by  liberal  minds, 
inadequacy  of  force  and  means,  compared  with 
the  greatness  of  the  object  and  the  event,  will 
give  greater  honor  to  the  achieving  of  the  en- 
terprise. If  we  act  at  all.  we  ought  to  bestow  a 
mark  of  distinction  suitable  for  a  general  officeri 
or  an  officer  of  distinguished  rank,  to  accept. 
Shall  we  refuse  a  medal,  the  appropriate  reward 
of  the  brave  Preble,  and  offer  a  sword,  which  was 
given  to  the  subordinate  naval  officers,  when  the 
services  of  Preble,  however  meritorious,  and  great- 
ly meritorious  they  were,  failed  of  effecting  the 
object  which  the  world  believes  that  Eaton  has 
accomplished  t  By  the  modern  notions  of  mar- 
tial etiquette  and  honor,  a  sword  is  the  appropri- 
ate token  of  distim;tion  and  reward'  for  officers  of 
subordinate  rank.  It  is  believed  that  a  simple 
and  concise  vote  of  thanks,  by  the  Representa- 
tives of  a  free  people,  is  the  noblest  meed  of  ex- 
alted merit  and  patriotism. 

An  army,  composed  in  part  of  Americans^  but 
cMefly  of  the  descendants  of  the  ancient  Grecians, 
Egyptians,  and  Arabians;  in  other  words^  an  ar- 
my collected  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe, 
and  led  by  an  American  commander  to  conquest 
and  glory,  is  a  phenomenon  in  military  history 
calculated  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  world, 
not  only  by  its  novelty,  but  by  its  real  influence 
and  consequence.  It  ought  to  be  considered,  too, 
that  this  army,  notwithstanding  the  singularity 
of  its  organization  and  character,  and  the  small- 
ness  of  its  numbers  isnd  its  means,  acted  in  a 
cause  which  might  be  thought  to  affect,  at  least 
in  some  remote  degree,  the  general  interest  of 
mankind.  Since  the  destruction  of  Cato,  and  his 
little  senate  at  Utlca.  the  blinner  of  freedom  had 
never  waved  in  that  desert  and  barbarous  quarter 
of  the  globe ;  and  he  who  Carried  it  so  nobly,  in 
the  lanjgruase  of  the  resolution,  through  the  desert 
of  Lybia,and  placed  it  so  triumphantly  upon  the  4 
African  shore  of  the  Mediterranean,  deserves  to 
"be  honorably  distinguished  by  that  country  and 
that  Government,  to  which  the  enterprise  has 
added  lustre.  I  repeat  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  can 
do'  nothing  in  which  we  are  not  anticipated  by 
fame.  Fame  has  already  devoted  to  the  name 
which  we  are  laboring  to  celebrate,  the  monunun^ 
turn  aere  perenmu»^  the  imperishable  column  of 
glory,  which  is  the  just  reward  of  patriots  only, 
and  which  impartial  history  denies  to  the  mere 
conquerors  and  robbers  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Smilib  remarked,  that  it  added  to  the  value 
of  an  honor  conferred,  to  have  ft  bestowed  by  an 
unanimous  vote.  It  was  not,  however,  his  pur« 
pose  to  trouble  the  House  with  a  speech.  Ha 
should  cofafine  himself  to  making  one  or  two^ 
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marks.  He  considered  rt  cprrect  that  honors  coo- 
f erred  should  be  apportioned  to  merit.  It  was  not 
so  inaportant  whetner  the  man,  on  whom  they 
were  bestowed,  was  the  commander  of  an  army, 
or  whether  he  filled  an  inferior  station.  What- 
ever his  station  might  be,  he  who  condacted  him- 
self well  in  the  service  of  his  country,  was  enti- 
tled to  her  thanks.  Mr.  S.  said  he  would  next 
examine  the  advantage^  which  the  services  of  l^Ir. 
Eaton  had  gained  to  his  country,  and  see  whether 
they  were  eqraal  to  those  which  we  had  derived  from 
the  services  of  other  great  men.  From  his  impres- 
sion, he  thought  they  had  been  highly  advantage- 
ous, and  equally  so  with  those  rendered  by  Com- 
modore Preble,  and  his  brave  associates,  whose 
conduct  he  highly  approved.  He  believed  that 
the  expedition  of  Mr.  Eaton  had  greatly  contrib- 
uted to  a  peapej  and  if  this  were  so,  he  did  not 
know  a  more  essential  service  he  could  have  ren- 
idered.  For  these  reasons  he  W9s  in  favor  of  award- 
ing a  medal  in  preference  to  a  sword. 

Mr.  ^DiNCT  hoped  the  House  would  bestow  a 
medal  instead  of  a  sword.  He  would  say  that, 
on  such  an  occasion,  a  medal  was  more  proper 
than  a  sword.  When  the  resolution  was  offered, 
^e  had  a  solid  objection  to  it,  which  had,  in  some 
measure,  been  removed  by  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. A  sword  was  not  an  appropriate  reward 
ibr  the  service  rendered  on  this  occasion.  It  was 
a  reward  for  valor,  and  mere  valor.  Jn  this  cane 
he  considered  the  valor  displayed  as  a  very  small 
part  of  the  distinction  of  Mr.  Eaton.  He  wished 
that  the  motion  had  been  submitted  to  a  select  com^ 
mittee,  that  not  only  the  nature  oi  the  compliment, 
but  likewise  the  form  of  the  expression,  miffht 
have  been  better  adapted  to  what  he  conceived  to 
be  the  characte?  of  the  service  rendered.  He  did 
not  think  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  resolu- 
tion were  tho^  which  were  the  most  appropriate. 
He  did  not  consider  the  leading  a  small  band 
through  the  desert  of  Lybia,  the  defeating  the  Tri- 
politao  array  at  Derne,  the  contributing  to  a  peace, 
and.  the  liberation  of  our  connirymen,  as  charac- 
teristic of  the  services  rendered.  The  peeuliar 
chari^cter  of  those  services  was  this:  that  Mr. 
Eaton,  being  a  private  citizen,  and  called  upon 
by  BO  official  station  or  duty,  had  the  greatness  of 
mind  to  plan  a  scheme  by  which  the  dethrone- 
ment of  an  usurper,  the  restoration  Of  the  lawful 
^  heir,  and  the  release  of  ou  reaptive  countrymen, 
were  to  have  been  elTected.  A  conception  of  this 
kind  belonged  only  to  great  and  superior  minds; 
and  what  was  sufficient  to  fill  the  minds  of  most 
men^  'the  machinery  for  effecting  this  plan,  was 
to  him  but  of  a  secondary  nature.  He  believed 
it  would  be  for  the  reputation  of  the  United  States 
to  give  some  select  and  apprppriafe  reward,  such 
as  a  man  like  Eaton  ought  to  receive,  and  sueh 
as  it  would  be  to  the  honor  of  our  country  to 
give. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bidwell'b 
amendment,  which  was  carried  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  he  entertained  a  high  sense 
of  the  extraordinary  merit  of  the  o^cer  who  was 
the  object  of  the  resolution  uader  eooiideraiion, 


and  was  of  opinioti  that  the  House  should  express 
their  highest  sentiment  of  approbation.  To  /io 
this,  he  thought  the  [phraseology  of  the  resoLotloa 
ought  to  be  changed  in  conformity  to  the  ideas  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  would, 
therefore,  with  this  view,  move  that  the  Commitr 
tee  should  rise,  with  the  intention  of  moving  ia 
the  House  the  reference  of  the  resolution  to  a  sftr 
lect  committee  for  such  alteration. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  rising  of  the 
Committee — yeas  52,  nays  54. 

Mr.  Q^triNov  soegested  the  profjriety  of  substi- 
tuting Barca  in  the  rocm  of  Lybia,  as  the  latter 
was  an  antiquated  word,  not  to  be  found  in  mod'^ 
ern  maps. 

Mr.  BinwBLL  observed,  that  he  was  not  tenacious 
of  the  particular  form  of  the  expression.  If  that 
sugg^t^d  by  his  colleague  was  deemed  most  cor- 
rect, he  had  no  objection  to  it.  He  would,  how- 
ever, remark  that  the  word  Lybia  was  taken  frosa 
an  expression  used  by  Mr.  Eaton  in  one  of  his 
letters*  It  was  certainly  a  word  used  in  modern 
times,  altboqgh  it  might  not  be  in  senerai  use. 

As  to  the  general  ouestion,  Mr.  B.  hoped  that, 
as  some  gentlemen  thought  the  resolution  went 
too  far,  while  c^ers  thought  it  did  not  go  fax 
enough^  and,  as  the  general  sentiment  was,  that 
something  ou^ht  to  b^  done  by  the  House,  it 
would  be  considered  that  a  middle  course  betweea 
the  two  extremes  was  the  fittest,  and  that  there 
would  be  sufficient  mgnanimity  to  give  a  unani- 
mous vole  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  For  him- 
self he  was  willing  to  have  it  varied  so  as  to  make 
it  conform  to  the  creneral  sense  of  the  Committee^ 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  unanimity.  ' 

Mr.  0,0 INC Y  said  he  was  not  particularly  tena- 
cious of  the  form  of  expression  used.  He  had 
only  risen  to  state  his  knowledge  as  far  as  it  went 
Lybia  wftQ  ft  word  in  use  among  classical  men, 
among  poets,  but  aot  among  i^en  of  business. 

The  question  was  put  on  substituting  Barca  ia 
the  room  of  Lybia,  and  pass&d  in  the  negative  by 
a  considerable  majority.  The  resolution,asame!iid- 
ed^as  then  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  the 
House,  who  immediately  took  it  into  eonsidcratiott. 

The  amendment  for  substituting  ^  a  gold  medsl 
with  proper  devices."  in  the  room  of  ^a  swordj'' 
being  finder  consideration, 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said,  as  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  had  reported  tneir  agreement  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  as  a  desire  had  been  expressed  that 
there  might  be  an-  ttnauimous  vote  on  the  occa- 
sion, he  wished  more  information  on  the  subject 
than  he  possessed  before  he  could  act  upon  it. 
After  having  obtained  this  he  might  very  proba- 
bly vote  for  the  amendment.  He,  therefore,  movr 
ed  a  reference  of  the  resolution  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, who  might  obtain  the  information  requir- 
ed from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Jacksov  observed,  that  the  names  of  other 

Sentbmen,  who  were  before  the  walls  of  Derne, 
ad  been  announced  in  the  newspapers,  as  having 
assisted  in  tlfe  achievements  that  were  the  object 
^  the  resolution  under  consideration^  It  was  not 
impmper  to  inquire  whether  they  ought  to  .he  as- 
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aoeiM€d  in  the  boom's  awarded  by  Oongress.  To 
iosare,  therefore,  unaoiiDity,  and  bestow  proper 
praise,  he  hoped  the  eourse  poiitted  out  bf  the 
Heatieman  frooD  Pennsflvaoia  would  be  pDrsaed. 
Tbe  molioo  to  refer  the  resplntioD  to  a  seleet 
committee  was  carried — yeas  69;  and  Messrs. 
BiDWBti^  J.  CuiT,  TBOMPsoif,  of  Now  Hamp- 
abire,  M astbbs,  Geat,  Abcbbb,  aod  GaabT}  were 
appointed  a  coaimictee. 

Fridat,  December  13. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Deiawarei 
Jambs  M.  Bboom,  apd  from  Kentacky,  John 
FowLBB,  appeared,  prodtlcad  their  eredentiais, 
were  qaalified,  and  took  their  seats  in  tbe  House. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  t^th  iDsiaiit,  prcseoled  a  bill  sopplomentary 
to  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  regalatiny  the  grants 
of  land  appropriated  for  the  refojnees  from  the 
British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia ;" 
which  was  read  twicQ  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next 

The  Spbakbr  laid  befoee  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  and  estimates  of  appropriation  necessary 
tor  the  service  of  the  year  1806 ;  also,  a  statement 
of  the  receipts,  and  expenditures  at  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  for  one  year  preceding  thenrst 
day  of  October,  1805,  which  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  aod  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  Message  of  the 
President  relative  to  the  hrigantine  Henricb,  to- 
gether with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
thereon,  made  at  a  former  session,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
next. 

The  House  went  into  an  election  for  a  Chap- 
lain in  the  room  of  Mn  GhiVifOT. 

Messrs..  Chaimeia,  Laurie,  and  Rattooo,  were 
nominated. 

The  ballots  having  been  taken,  the  Speaker 
declared  Mr.  IjAURIB  elected,  he  bftTing  62  votes. 

THEODOWCK  ABMISTEAD. 

Mr.  Cbowj«^n.s«blo,  from  the.  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  yes- 
terday referred  the  petition  relative  to  a  vestel  at 
Norfolk,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theodo- 
rick  Armist^ad,  which  was  referred  to  a  Comnut- 
tee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  bill  authorizes  the  Collector  at  Norfolk  to 
admit  to  entry  1200  demijohns  of  brandy  im- 
ported by  T.  Armisteadjin  the  brig  Qeorge,  from 
the  island  of  Teneriffe. 

The  House  went  immediately  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nbwton  fully  explained  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case,  and  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  tbe  documents  relative  to  it;  from  which 
it  appearea  that  some  tnne  sioce  the  owoer  of  the 
brig  George  hired  her  to  go  to  Tenerifie,  where 
he  took  a  cargo  for  the  Havana;  hearing  subse- 
quently of  the  late  British  orders,  he  thought  it 
prudent  to  return  to  Norfolk,  where  he  now  lies^ 
oat  owing  to  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 


States  he  is  prohibited  from  entering  bfai>dy  in 
quantities  as  sr^all  as  those  contained  in  the  demi- 
johns. He,  therefore,  asks  permission  to  land 
these  articles  on  paying  the  usual  duties. 

Mr.  Macon  (the  Speaker)  expressed  bis  effxn* 
ion  of  the  incorrectness  of  the  course  pursuea  on 
this  occasion,  on  which  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice  of  tbe  House,  liad  reported  a  bill  with- 
out assigning  their  reasons  in  an  accompanying 
report.  He  witched  that  such  a  report  might  be 
made,  and  that  it  might  stand  as  a  precedent,  in 
case  other  applications  should  be  made,  to  show 
the  peculiar  grounds  on  which  the  House  acted. 
It  was  further  his  wish  that  there  had  been  a  bill 
embracing  the  general  principle  involved  in  thia 
case,  in  p/lreferefice  to  one  making  a  special  pro- 
vision. That  a  detailed  report  might  be  made,- 
he  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  in  order 
to  make  way  for  a  Bsotio^to  recommit  the  bill 
to  tbe  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Nbwton  opposed  this  motion.  He  repre- 
sented the  case  as  extremely  hard ;  that  the  iaetB 
were  all  before  the  House  and  were  indisputable^ 
that  the  vessel  had  been  deUiined  siooe  October  ; 
that.nothinff  was  asked  but  what  was.  perfectly 
fair;  that  the  necessity  of  making  the  reque^ 
arose  from  orders  recently  issued  by  a  King  who, 
though  he  could  do  im>  wrong  to  his  own  subjectSi 
practised  great  injuries  on  American  dUaena. 
With  regard  to  the  general  principle,  a  diveraity 
of  opinion,  he  said,  existed  in  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  and  to  wait  until 
this  should  be  decided  might  involve  great  and 
injurious  del^y.-  As  to  one  suggestion  of  the 
honorable  Speaker,  it  would  be  easily  obviated 
by  the  doeumenu  then  in  the  possession  of  the 
House,  remaining  on  file,  which  would  elearlv 
discriminate  this  case  from  all  others  which 
might  hereafter  come  before  them. 

Mr.  J.  CuiT  allowed  that  thia  was  a  hard  caac^ 
but' doubted  much  whether  it  was  sound  policy  la- 
the Government  to  recognise  a  high  insurance, 
which  was  deoaande^  iu  this  instance  on  the  ex* 
porution  o(  the  brandies,  as  sufficient  ground  iot 
allowing  them  to  be  lanoed^  in  contravention  of  a 
principle  of  the  revenue  system.  He  remarked 
that  this  case  did  not  arise  from  any  fault  of  the> 
American  Grovernmeot,  but  from  the  aggressions 
com  netted  on  our  rights  by  a  Qovemment  who 
made  their  own  interests  the  rule  of  their  con- 
duct towards  other  nations.  He  concluded  by 
concurring  with  the  Speaker  in  the  course  re*- 
commended  by  him. 

Mr.  CROwtciNBQiBLn  hoped  the  Committer 
would  not  rise.  The  prayer  of  the  petitioner  waa 
very  reasonable.  All  he  asked  was  to  land  hia 
goods  on  paying  the  legal  duties  on  them.  Ho 
passed  orer  the  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Newton^  and 
added  that  if  the  ownerof  the  goods  were  driven, 
by  a  denial  of  the  indulgence  he  asked,  to  export 
his  goods,  they  miffht  be  seized  under  the  plun- 
dering order  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  both 
goods  and  duties  be  lost. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  in  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufaciurea  he  had  been  in  favor  of 
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reportiofF  a  bill  for  makiog  a  ceoeral  provision ; 
bui  that  bavJDg  beeo  overruleo  io  this  point,  the 
members  of  the  comoritcee  not  having  made  op 
their  minds  on  its  propriety,  it  became  his  duty 
to  make  a  special  report,  in  which  be  heartily 
coocurre(|.  He  could  not  conceive  why  the  entry 
of  brandy  and  several  otber  articles  should  be  re- 
fused^ unless  imported  in  vessels  of  a  particular 
•ize,  while  other  articles  of  greater  value  in  pro- 
portion to  their  bulk  were  admitted  without  re- 
striction. 
.  Oa  the  rising  of  the  commiUee  a  divbion  took 
place— yeas  56,  nays  47. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  that  they  ha4 
made  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Leave  being  denied,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J. 
Clay  the  bill  was  recomipitted  to  the  Commit* 
lea  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 


Monday,  December  16. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  South  Car- 
olina, OBribn  Smith,  and  from  New  York, 
GfioaoB  Clinton,  junior,  appeared,  produced 
their  credentials,  were  qualined  and  took  their  seats 
in  the  House. 

Ordered.  That  the  act  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  tbe  State  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  twenty- 
first  of  December,  one  thousand  eiyht  hundred 
and  four,  entitled  **An  act  to  authorize  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston,  with  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, to  impose  and  levy  a  duty  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  and  vessels,  for  the  pTirpose  therein,  men- 
tioned," presented  to  this  House  on  the  eighth  of 
February  last,  with  the  documents  accompanying 
the  same,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Marion,  Mr,  Tracy, 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Broom,  and  Mr. 
Cooir;  to  examine  and  report  their  opinion  Jhere- 
vpon  to  the  House. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  far  amending 
the  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating 
or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabil- 
ities, accrued  in  certain  eases  therein  mentioned," 
•8  to  extend  the  powers  vested  in  the  District 
Jud^  of  the  United  States  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Judicial  Courts  of  the  several  States;  and  that 
the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  report  there- 
on by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Satlly,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr. 
Bard.  Mr.  Morrow  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  iPow- 
LBR,  be  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
•aid  resolution. 

Mr.  Crowninshield.  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
committed, on  the  thirteenth  instant,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Theodorick  Armistead,  made  a  Re- 
port thereon:  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report,  toother  with 
tile  brll,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

RULES  OF  THB  HOUSE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Varnom,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Standing 
Eulea  of  the  Huuae. 


.    Mr,  Alston  moved  to  strike  out  the  following 
words  in  one  of  the  rules : 

'« It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Aceoonta 
to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  members  for  their  travel 
to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government,  and  their  attend- 
ince  in  the  House." 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Alston  and  Dawson,  under  tne  impression  that 
tbis  new  mode  of  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
members  would  be  extremely  inconvenient,  if  not 
impracticable. 

It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  J.  Clay,  FindleTi 
Varnum,  Elmer,  and  Bidwbll,  who  stated  that, 
under  the  former  practice  'of  the  House,  which 
devolved  the  duty  on  the  Speaker  and  Sergeant- 
at-Armsy errors  had  been  committed;  that  these 
would  in  furore  be  best  avoided  by  a  standing 
committee;  that  this  would  relieve  the  Speaker 
and  Sergeant-at-Arms  from  a  burden  at  the  close 
of  the  session,  when  other  preaing  business  ne- 
cessarily engaged  their  attention,  and  would  guard 
the-  reputations  of  membera  from  insinuations  to 
their  discredit. 

During  the  discussion,  the  Speaker,  without 
expressing  any  opinion  on  the  prospect  of  the 
amendment,  made  a  minute  statement  of  the  pracx 
tice  which  had  heretofore  prevailed  on  this  point, 
in  which  he  observed  that  but  one  instance  with- 
in his  knowledge  had  occurred  since  he  had  filled 
the  Chair,  of  a  member  who  had  received  a 
greater  compensation  for  his  attendance  than  he 
was  entitled  to ;  and  that  this  circumstance  must 
have  arisen  from  accident,  as  it  involved  his  re- 
ceiving py  for  one  day  more  than  the  length  of 
the  session — an  error  which  was  immediately 
after  the  hurry  of  business  detected.  He  further 
stated,  that  with  resp«>ct  to  the  mileage  account, 
that  was  entirely  made  ont  in  conformity'  to  the 
representation  of  the  membera. 

Mr.  Alston's  amendment  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas  33. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  moved  to  sttike  out  the  words  in 
italic  in  the  following  rule : 

**  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall 
be  received,  unless  lor  the  previous  question^  to  po&t' 
pone  it  indefinitefy,  to  postpone  it  to  a  dsy.  certain,  to 
He  on  the  table,  to  commit  it,  to  amend  it,  or  to  ad- 
journ." 

Mr.  Nicholson  supported  and  Mr.  Varnum 
opposed  this  motion^  which  was  disagreed  to-* 
yeas  44,  nays  51. 

Mr.  Smilib  moved  an  amendment,  prescribing 
that  if  the  previous  question  shall  be  decided  in 
the  negative.  "  the- consideration  of  the  main 
question  ^hall  not  be  resumed  during  the  same 
session." 

Messrs.  SnnLiB,  FiNDLEY,and  J.  Clay,  spoke.in 
favor  of,  and  Messrs.  Varnum  and  ^uincy  against, 
the  amendment,  which  was  disagreed  to — ayes  32. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Nicbolson,  the  follow- 
ing new  rule  was  adopted — yeas  32: . 

**  When  a  question  is  postponed  indefinitelv,  the 
shall  not  be  acted  upon  during  the  aesaion. 
'  Mr.  Smilib  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  in 
italic  in  the  following  rule :  *^  Ou  a  previous  quea- 
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tion,  no  meaU)eP9haU9pedkm9n  than  once  mtk- 
out  leavej"  and  iiuef  t  in  lieu  thereof  ^  there  shall 
be  oo  debate." 

Messrs.  Smilib  and  Nicholson  advocated,  and 
Messrs.  Bi dwell,  Q.  W.  Campbjsll,  and  Var- 
MOMi  opposed  this  motioo,  which  was  disagreed 
to — yeas  35, 

Mr.  Findlet  suggested  the  propriety  of  instl- 
totiog  a  permaueot  committee,  to  be  charged 
with  wbateyer  respects  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  moved  a  rule  for  the  appointment  of 
a  8tan«iing  committee  of  seven  ipembers,  to  be 
styled  "A  Committee  respecting  the  Lands  of 
the  United  States;"  which  motion  was  agreed 
to — ^yeas  59,  nays  31. 

Tne  Committee,  then  rose,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  the  House  granted. 

TuBSDAT,  December  17. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit:*  from  Virginia, 
Matthew  Clay,  and  from  Kentucky,  Matthew 
Walton,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  theif  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Tenney  made  a  report  io  the  name  of  the 
Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business; 

Mr.  Greoq  withdrew  a  motion^  made  by  him 
a  few  days  since,  relative  to  the  disposition  of 
public  lands  recently  acquired  from  the  Indians, 
under  the  impression  that  the  subject  would  of 
course  ffo  to  tne  standing  land  committee. 
i  Oo  the  motion  of  Mr.  Qrbgo  a  standing  Com- 

I  m  it  lee  on  Public  Lalids^  were  appointed,. 

f  Mr.  Stanton  moved  the  following  resolution: 

MeBohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and  Un- 
finished Business  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ez- 
pedieiiey  of  suspending,  for  a  limited  time,  so  much  of 
an  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes, 
as  is  contained  in  the  second  section  thereof  wiAi  ao- 
Haoantj  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Alston  observing  that  this 'subject  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Re- 
visal and  Unfinished  Business,  who  would  proba- 
Uf  soon  make  a  report  upon  it,  the  resolution  was 
disagreed  to — yeas  29. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  Com  mitt^  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the*  crew  of  the 
late  frigate  Philadelphui,  unfavorable  to  the  peti 
tioners,  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  or  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

THEODORICK  ARMI8TBAD. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Theodorick 
Armistead;  on  w^ich  a  debate  of  about  one  hour's 
duration  ensued. 

The  bill  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Crownin- 
bbiblo,  Smilib,  Newton,  Alston,  and  .Mc- 
Cbeert;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith 
/        and  Macon 

The  opposition  was  sustained  on  the  alleged 
invariable  practice  of  the  House,  to  establish  gene- 
ral principles,  instead  of  providing,  for  special 
cases.  As  a  general  principle,  which  would  em- 
brace this  case,  was  pending  before  the  Commits 
tee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  it  was  con- 
tended to  be  the  most  proper  to  wait  until  a  de* . 


cisioo  should  be  made  on  this- principle,  by  which 
provision  would  be  opened  for  all  similar  cases, 
by  taki Dg  off  the  existing  restriction  on  the  im- 
portation of' spirits  which  precluded  their  admis- 
sion in  smaller  vessels  than  of  ninetv  gallons. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  declared  tne  case  to  be 
an  extremely  bard  one,  and  explained  the  peculiar 
circumstances  attending  it  as  we  have  already 
stated  them  on  a  former  day.  They  represented 
that  delay  in  this  case  would  be  equal  to  a  denial 
of  iustice,  and  would,  by  .the  accruing  expenses 
of  demurrage,  which  fell  on  the  petitioner,  eat  up 
the  value  of  his  brandies;  that  the  general  pro- 
vision alluded  to  would  probably  excite  muck 
diversity  of  sentiment,  and  might,  after  considera- 
ble delay,  be  rejected. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  Mr.  Crowninshield. 
alluding  to  the  recent  Britvih  orders,  spoke  ot 
them  ''as  novel  and  strange  principles  acted  on 
by  their  courts;"  and  Mr.  Newton  represented 
them  as  "piratical  orders  issued  by  the  King  and 
Council  of  Great  Britain;"  remarking  that  lie 
could  call  them  by.no  other  name. 

After  adopting  an  amendment  for  securing  the 
payment  of  the  duties,  offered  by  Mr.  J.  Clay, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  the  bill — nays  27;  rose 
and  reported  it  to  the  House,  who  ordered  it  to  be. 
eogrosaed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

RULES  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  oo  the  staading  rules  of  the  House. 

AAer  making  a  slight  amendment  in  one  of  the 
roles,  the  Committee  rose  aifd  reported  their  agre^ 
ment  to  the  rules,  with  certain  amendments. 

The  House  immediately  took  up  the  report. 

On  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Finolet, 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee respecting  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
a  debate  of  some  length  ensued,  in  which  the 
amendment  was  supported  bv  Messrs^  Gbeoo^ 
NICHOLSON)  and  Smiue;  ana  opposed  by  Mr. 
Bedinocr. 

Mr.  Bgoingbb, suggested  his  fears,  lest  a  stand- 
ing committee,  vested  with  the  entire  business 
connected  with4he  public  lands,  should  gain  such 
an  ascendency  over  the  sentiments  and  decisions 
of  the  House,  by  the  confidence  reposed  in  them, 
as  to  impair  the  salutary  vigilance  with*  which  it 
became  every  member  to  attend  to  so  interestiog 
a  subject. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  contended  that  the 
business  of  the  House  would,  on  this  point,  be 
greatly  facilitated  by  the  institution  of  a  standing 
committee,  whose  decisions  would  be  uniform, 
who  would  from  a  long  experience  become  more 
enliffhtened  than  a  select  committee,  and  who 
would  be  enabled  to  despatch  the  business  confided 
to  them  with  greater  celerity. 

The  ameifdment  was  agreed  to--yeas  87. 

The  remaining  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Early  renewed  the  amendment,  offered 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Smilib,  to  preclude  all  debate  on 
the  previous  question ;  whicii,  after  a  few  remarks 
from  Messrs.  £ablt,  Smiub,  and  Vaknvm,  waa 
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agreed  to— yeas  69;  when  the  House  ooDcaired 

in  the  whole  report  as  amended.   It  was  as  follows: 

Rules  and  Orders  ibr  conducting  business  in  the  Honse 

of  RepMsentatives  of  the  United  States. 

First — Tbuehing  the  duty  of  the  Speaker, 

He  shall  take  the  chair,  every  day,  precisely  at  the 
honr  fo  which  the  House  shall  have  adjourned  on  the 
preeeding  day;  shall  immediately  call  the  members  to 
order,  and,  on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  shall  cause 
the  Journal  Of  the  preceding  day  to  be  read. 

He  shall  preserve  decorum  and^  order,  in  preferance 
to  other  members,  nsing  from  his  seat  for  that  purpose, 
and  shaH  decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  ap- 
peal to  the  House  by  any  two  members. 

He  shall  rise  to  put  a  qoestioo,  but  may  state  it 
sitting. 

Qusstions  shall  bo  distinctly  put  in  this  form,  to  wit 
'<As  many  as  are  of  opinion  that  (as  the  question  may 
be)  say  Aye,"  and,  after  the. affirmative  voice  is  ex- 
pressed,'** as  many  as  are  of  a  contrary  opinion,  say  No." 
If  the  Speaker  doubts,  or  a  division  be  called  for,  the 
House  shall  divide ;  those  in  the  affirmative  of  the  quesr 
tion  shall  first  rise 'from  their  seats,  and  afterwards 
those  in  the  ncjgative.  If  the  Speaker  still  doubte,  or  a 
count  be  requh^d,  the  Speaker  shall  name  two  mem- 
ben,  one  from  each  side,  to  tell  the  members  in  the  af- 
firmative, which  being  reported,  he  shall  then  name 
twov.  others,  one  from  each  side,  to  tell  those  in  the 
negative;  which  being  also  reported,  he  shall  rise,  and 
state  the  decision  to  the  House. 

All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker, 
unless  otherwise  specially  directed  by  the  House,  in 
which  ease  they  shall  be  appointed  by  ballot;  and  if, 
upon  such  ballot,  the  number  required  shall  not  be 
elected  by  a  majority  of  the  vo.tes  given,-  the  House 
shall  proceed  to  a  second  ballot,  in  which  a  plurality  of 
votes  shall  prevail;  and,  in  case  a  greater  number  than 
is  required  to  compose  or  complete  the  committee  shall 
have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  Ae  House  shall  pro- 
ceed to  a  further  ballot  or  ballots. 

In  all  other  cases  of  ballot,  than  for  committees,  a 
majority  of  the  votes  given  shall  be  necessary  to  an 
election ;  snd  when  there  shall  ndt  be  such  majority  on 
the  first  ballot,  the  ballot  shall  be  repeated  until  a  ma- 
jority be  obtained. 

In  aU  cases  of  ballot  bv  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall 
w>te ;  in  other  cases  he  shall  not  vote,  unless  the  House 
bf  equally  divided,  or  unless  his  lyote,  if  given  to  the 
minority,  will  make  the  division  equal,  and  in  case  of 
•«ch  equal  division,  the  questioa  shall  be  lost. 

In  all  eases  where  other  than  members  ofthe  House 
may  be  eligible  to  any  office,  by  the  election  of  the 
House,  there  shall  be  a  previous  nomination. 

All  acts,  addresses,  and  joint  resolutionf,  shall  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker;  and  all  writs,  warrants,  or  sub- 
poenas, issued  by  order  of  the  House,  shall  be  under 
his  hand  and  seal,  attested  by  the  Clerk.  ^ 

In  case  of  any  disturbance  or  disorderly  conduct  in 
the  galleries  or  lobT>y,  the  Speaker  (or  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House)  shall  have  power  to 
order  the  same  to  be  cleared. 

No  person  shall  be  admitted  within  the  lobby  or 
lower  gallery  but  members  of  the  Senate,  officers  of  the 
General  Government,  foreign  ministers,  and  such  as 
are  introduced  by  the  Speaker,  or  some  other  member 
of  the  House. 

Stenographers  shall  be  admitted,  «nd  the  Speaker 
shall  assign  such  places  to  them  on  the  floor  as 
aot  inteiftn  with  the  oout anianoa  of  the  House. 


BBemuBy.r-^iJf  Dworvtm  and  Dibaie. 

When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate,  or 
deUver  any  matter  to  the  House,  he  shall  rise  firom  his 
seat,  and  respectfully  address  himself  to  Mr.  Speaker. 

If  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise! 'transgress 
the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any  menn 
her  may,  call  to  order ;  in  which  case,  the  member  s0 
called  to  order  shall  immediately, sit  down,  unless  per- 
mitted to  explain,  and  the  House  shall,  if  appealed  to# 
decide  on  the  case,  but  without  debate.  If  there  be  no 
appeal,  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  shall  be  submitted  to. 
If  the  decision  be  in  favor  of  the  member  called  to  order* 
he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  proceed ;  if  otherwise,  and  tho 
case  require  it,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the  censure  of  the 
House. 

When  two  or  more  members  happen  to  rise  at  once» 
the  Speaker  shall  name  the  member  who  is  first  to 
speak. 

No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same 
question,  without  leave  of  the  House,  nor  more  than 
onoe,  until  every  member  choosing  to  speak  shall  have 
spoken. 

Whilst  the  Speaker  is  putting  any  question,  or  ad- 
dressing the  Bouse,  none  shall  walk  out  o^  or  across  the 
House ;  nor,  in  such  case,  or  when  a  member  is  speaking, 
shall  entertain  private  discourse ;  nor,  whilst  a  member 
is  speaking,  shall  pass  between  him  and  the  Chair. 

No  member  shall  vote  on  any  question,  in  the  event 
of  which  he  is  immediately  and  particularly  interested ; 
or,  in  any  Case,  where  he  was  not  present  when  the 
question  was  put. 

Upon  a  division  and  count  of  the  House  on  any  ques- 
tion, no  member  without  the  bar  shall  be  counted. 

Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  House  ^hen  a 
question  is  put^  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  House, 
for  special  reasons,  shall  excuse  him. 

When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  it  shaH  bo 
stansd  by  the  Speaker,  or,  being  in  writing,  it  shall  bo 
handed  to  th^  Chair,  and  read  aloud  by  the  Cleric  be« 
feire' debated. 

Every  motion  shall  be  reduoedf  to  wiicing,  if  tbo 
Speaker  or  any  nembeir  desire  it. 

After  a  motion  is  stalsd  by  the  speaker,  or  rea4  hgr 
the  Clerk,  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  possession  ol 
the  House,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  before  a 
decision  or  amendment. 

When  a  qnestiDn  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be 
received,  unless  for  the  previous  question,  to  postpone 
it  indefinitely,  to  postpone  it  to  a  day  certain,  to  Ife  OA 
the  table,  to  commit  it,  to  amend  it,  or  to  adjourn. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always  in  cnrder,  aaA 
shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

The  previous  question  shall  be  in  this  fbrm :  **  Shall 
the  main  question  be  now  put  V  It  shall  only  be  ad- 
mitted when  demanded  by  five  members ;  and,  until  it 
is  decided,  shall  preclude  all  amendment  and  further 
debate  of  the  main  question. 

On  a  previous  question  there  shall  be  no  debate. 

When  a  question  is  postponed  indefinitely,  the  same 
shall  not  be  acted  upon  again  during  the  session. 

Any  membef  may  call  for  the  division  of  a  question, 
where  the  sense  will  admit  of  it. 

A  motion  for  commitment,  until  it  is  decided,  shall 
preclude  all  amendment  of  the  main  question. 

Motions  and  reports  may  be  committed  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  House. 

No  new  motion  or  proposition  shall  be  admitted  under 
color  of  amendment,  as  a  substitnte  for  the  motion  or 
piopoaitimi  nndar  dabale. 
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Wbeii  ft  Dioiion  bat  been  oaee  made  tnd  carried  in 
the  miBnn^ti?e  or  ne^tive,  it  aball  be  in  order  M  any 
member  of  the  majority  to  moTe  for  the  leoonsideratien 
thereof 

When  the  reading  <>f  a  paper  is  called  for,  and  the 
same  is  ol^'ected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  a  Tote  of  the  House.' 

The  unfinished  business  in  wbich  the  House  was  en- 
gaged at  the  last  preceding  adjournment,  i^all  have 
Sie  preference  in  the  orders  of  the  day ;  and  no  motion 
on  any  other  business  shall  be  received,  without  special 
leave  of  the  House,  untif  the  Ibraier  is  diqKMed  oC 

If  a  (pieittion  depending  be  lost  by  adjournment  of 
the  House,  and  revived  on  the  succeei^g  day,  bo  mem- 
ber, who  ihall  have  spoken  twice  on  the  precedmg  day, 
aball  be  permitted  again  to  speak  vnthout  leave. 

Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  .the  coneo/- 
isence  of  the  'Senate  shall  be  necestary,  sMl  be  read 
to  the  House,  and  laid  on  the  table,  on  a  day  precediiig 
that  in  which  the  sameshall  be  moved,  unless  the  House 
shall  otherwise  expressly  sJIow. 

Petitions,  memorials,  and  other  papers,  ad^^essed  to 
the  House,  shall  bo  presented  by  the  Speaker,  or  by  a 
member  in  his  place  $  a'  brief  statement  of  the  contents 
thereof  shall  verbsMybe  made  by  the  introducer,  and 
shall  not  be  debated  or  decided  on  the  day  of  their  being 
first  read,  unless  whmre  the  House  ^all  direct  other- 
wise ;  but  shall  lie  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up  in  the 
order  they  were  read. 

Any  fifteen  members  (including  the  Speaker,  if  there 
be  one,)  shall  be  aiithoriied'  to*^ompel  the  attendance 
of  absent  members. 

Upon  calls  of  ^e  House,  or  in  taking  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  any  question,  the  names  of  the  members  shall 
be  called  alphabetically. 

Any  member  may  excuse  himself  from  serving  on  any 
committee  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  if  he  is  then 
B.  member  of  two  other  committees. 

Jfo  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  o? 
ihe  House,  unless  he  have  leave,  or  be  sick  and  unable 
to  attend. 

Updn  a  can  of  the  House,  the  names  of  the  members 
shall  be  called  over  by  the  C)erk,  and  the  absentees 
noted ;  after  which  the  names  of  the  absentees  snail 
again  be  called  over,  the  doors  shall  then  be  shut,  and 
those  for  whom  no  excuse,  or  insufficient  excuses  are 
made,  m'ky,  bj  order  of  the  House,  be  taken  into  cus- 
tody as  they  appear,' or  may  be  sei^tfor  and  taken  into 
custody,  wherever' to  he  found,  by  special  xtiessengers, 
to  be  appointed  for  tha(  purpose. 

"When  a  member  shall  be  discharged  from  custody, 
and  admitted  |o  his  seat,  the  House  shall  determine 
whether  such  discharge  shall  be  with,  or  without  paying 
lees ;  and,  in  like  manner,  whether  a' delinquent  mem- 
ber, taken  into  custody  by  a  special  messenger,  shall,  or 
shall  not,  be  liable  to  defi:i|y  tha  expepses  of  sttcfa,epeciid 
messenger. 

A  Sergeant-at-Arms  shall  be  appointed  to  hold  his 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  Uie  House,  whose  du^  it 
shall  be  to  attend  the  House  during  its  sitting ;  to  ex- 
ecute the  commands  of  the  House,  from -time  to  time ; 
together  with  all  such  process  issued  by  authority  there- 
of, as  shall  be  directed  to  k^m  by  the  Speaker. 

The  fees  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  shall  be,  for  every 
arrest,  the  silm  of  two  dollar^ ;  for  each  day's  custody 
and  releasement,  one  dollar ;  and  for  travelling  expenses 
of  himself,  or  a  special  messenger,  going  and  returning, 
one  tenth  of  a  dollar  per  mile. 

Seven  standing  committees  shall  be  appointed  at  the 
eommencement  Of  each  session,  viz : 
9th  Con.— 10 


A  Committee-of  Elections,  a  Committee  of  Claimay 
a  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  a  Com* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands — to  consist  of  seven  members  each. 
'  A  Committee  of  Bevisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  and 
a  Committee  of  Accounts. — to  consist  of  three  mem* 
bers  each. 

It  shalf  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  to 
examine  and  report  upon  the  certificates  of  election,  ox 
other  credentials,  of  the  members  returned  to  serve  in 
this  House,,  and  to  take  into  their  consideration  all  such 
petitiohs,  and  other  matters  touching  elections  and  re- 
turns, as  ehall,  or  may  be,  presented,  or  come  in  quaa* 
tion,  and  be  reftnod  to  them  by  the  House. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Claims 
'to  take  into  consider^on  all  such  petitions  and  matters 
or  thingfs  touching  claima  and  demands  on  the  United 
States,  as  shall  be  presented,  er  shall  or  may  come  ui 
question,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  t» 
report  their  opinion  thereupon,  together  with  such  pro- 
pesitions  for  relief  -therein,  as  to  them  shall  seem  ei^ 
pedient. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufacturea  to  take  into  consideration  all 
such  petitions  and  qEiatters  or  things  touching  the  com- 
merce and  manu&ctures  of  the  United  States,  as  shall 
be  presehted,  or  shall  or  may  come  in  question,  and  be 
referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report»firom  time 
to  time,  th^  opinion  thereon. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  take  into  consideration  aU  such  reports  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  all  such  propositions  rel- 
ative to  the  revenue,  as  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the 
House ;  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  public  debt;  of 
the  revenue  and  of  ^e  expenditures ;  and  to  report, 
from  time  to  time>  diefr  opinion  thereon ;  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  several  public  departments,  and  par- 
ticularly into  the  la^s  making  appropriations  of  moneys 
and  to  report  whether  the  moneyd  have  been  disbursed 
conformably  with  sucb  law ;  and  also  to  repwt,  from 
time  to  time,  such  provisions  and  arrangements  as  may 
be  necessary  to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  dep«rtm«ttt^ 
and  the  accountability  of  their  ofSiceimi . 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inid  Commhtae  on  the 
Public  Landrto  take  into  tensideration  all  such  peti- 
tions, and  matters  or  tMngs,  respecting  the  laadaof  tliB 
United  States,  as  shall  be  pfjssented,  or  shall  or  may  coma 
in  ^tiestion,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House ;  and 
to  report  thei#  opinion  thereupov,  together  with  sncli 
propositions  fer  relief  therein,  as  to  them  shfU  eeem  ex* 
pedlent.- 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Revi- 
sal  and  Unfini^ed  Business  to  examine  and  repent 
what  laws  have  expired,  or  are  yiear  expiring,  and  re- 
quire to  be  revived,  or  ftinher  continued ;  also,  to  ex- 
amine and  repoKt,  fr6m  the  Journal  of  the  last  session, 
all  such  matters  as  were  then  depending  and  undeter- 
mined. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts to  superintend  and  control  the  expenditure  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  ^the  House  of  Representatives^ 
and  to  audit  and  settle  all  accounts  which  may  be 
charged  thereon ;  and,  also,  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
the  members  for  their  travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  their  attendance  in  the  House. 

No  committee  shall  sit  during  the  sitting  of  the 
House,  without  special  leave. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  shall  take  an  oath  for  the 
true  and  fruthful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  to 
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tfie  Iwf t  of  bM  kiMmledge  and  abililiM,  and  sball  be 
deemed  to  oontiime  in  olBee  until  another  be  appointed. 

It  aball  be  tbe  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Heiue,  at 
the  end  of  eaeh  MMion,  to  tend  a  printed  copy  of  the 
ftoomaie  thereof  to  the  Execatiw,  and  to  eadi  branch 
df  the  Lffislature  of  every  State. 

WheneTer  confidential  communicationf  are  reoeiTed 
fimn  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  House 
ihall  be  cleared  of  all  persons,  except  the  meoaben  and 
l^e  Olerk,  and  eo  continue  during  the  reading  of  such 
tomraunications,  and  (unless  otherwise  directed  by  the 
Souse)  during  all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  had 
tlwreon.  And  when  die  Speaker,  or  any  odier  mem- 
ber, shall  inibrm  the  House  that  he  has  eommuiiica- 
tfions  to  make,  which  he'eoncei'res  ought  to  be  kept 
jeoret,  tbe  House  shall,  in  like||^anner,  be  cleared  till 
Ihe  communication  be  made ;  the  House  shall  then  de« 
Aarmine  whether  the  matter  communioated  re<|ttiies 
«Mncy  or  not,  and  take  order  accordingly. 

'AH  questions  relating  to  the  priority  of  bopineMi  to 
l»  acted  on,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Thirdfy^Of  BUla. 

ETery  bill  shall  be  introduced  by  motion  for  leave,  or 
bj  an  order  of  the  House,  on  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee; and,  in  either  case,  a, committee  to  prepare  the 
iame  shall  be  appointed.  In  cases  of  a  general  nature, 
one  day-8  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  the  motion 
to  bring  in  a  bill ;  and  every  such  motion  may  be  com- 
mitted. 

Every  bill  dhall  receive  three  several  readings  in  the 
Rouse  previous  to  its  passage ;  and  all  bills  shall  be 
ikspatched  in  order  as*  they  were  introdnced,  unless 
Where  the  House  shall  direct  ot^erwite ;  but  no  bill 
lAiall  be  twice  read  on  the  same  da^,  without  special' 
order  of  the  House. 

The  first  reading  of  a  bilt  shall  be  4br  information, 
md,  if  opposition  be  made  to  it,  the  question'  sbaD  be, 
^  Shall  this  bill  be  rejected?"  If  no  opposition  be  made, 
or  if  the  question  to  reject  be  negatived,  the  bill  shall 
jgo  to  its  second  reading  without  a  question. 

Upon  the  second  reading  of  a  bill,  the  Speaker  shall 
•tate  it  as  ready  for.  commitment  or  engrossment ;  end 
if  committed,  then  a  queetioii  shall  be,  whether  to « 
•elect  or  stsndtng  ooamitiee,  or  to  a  Conraiitlee  of  the 
mh^le  House ;  if  to  a  Gommililee  of  the  whole  House, 
^e  House  shall  determine  on  what  day.  But,  if  the 
ttll  be  eadered  to  be  OngroaMd,  ihe  House  shall  ap- 
point the  day  when  it  shall  be  read  the  •  thiid  time. 

'After  oommitnwnt  m^d  report  thereof  to  the  House, 
^•at  any-  time  before  its  passage,  a  hill  may  be  reoott- 
nitted. 

•  All  UUseedeied' to  be  engiMsed  shall  be  executed 
l»  a  fair  round  hand. 

^When  a  bill  shelly  paas^  it  shaU  be  certified  by  the 
Chwk,  noting  the  day  of  tta  passage  at  the  foot  thereoli 

Fourihltf—Of  Cammitteci  of  the  Whole  House. 

It  shall  be  a  standing  order  of  the  day,  throughout 
the  session,  for  the  House  to  reeolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

In  forming  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the 
^Speaker  shall  leave  his  chair,  and  a  chairman,  to  pre-, 
.aide  in  committee,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker. 

Upon  bills  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
'House,  the  bill  shall  be  first  read  throughout  by  tbe 
Clerk,  and  then  again  read  and  debated  \^  clauses, 
leaving  the  preamble  to  be  last  considered ;  fhe  bodv 
of  the  bill  shall  not  be  defaced  or  interlined ;  but  all 
ftmendmenti,  noting  the  page  and  line,  shall  be  duly 


entered  by  the  Clerk  on  a  separate  paper,  as  tbe  same 
shall  be  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  andeo  reported.le 
tbe  House.  After  report,  the  bill  shall  again  be  eub- 
ject  to  be  debated,  and  amended  by  clauses,  befote  a 
question  to  engross  it  be  taken. 

All  amendments  made  to  a  report*  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houae,  shall  be  noted  and  x^ 
ported  as  in  ^e  case  of  bills. 

AIL  questions,  whether  in  committee  or  in,the  Houaa^ 
shall  be  propounded  in  theorder  in  which  they  were 
moved ;  except  that,  in  filling  op  blanke»  the  largest 
sum«  and  longeet  time,  ahall-be  fiist  put.  - 

No  motion  or  proposition  for  a  (ax,  or  charge  upon 
the  people^  shall  be  disonased  the  day  on  which  it  is 
made  or  ofered^  .and  every  such  psopesition  ahnU  re« 
ceive  its  int  djeonaswn  in  a  Comm&ttae.of  the  whole 
Honse. 

No  sum,  or  quantum  of  taz",  or  duty,  voted  by  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  shsll  be  increaeed  in 
the  House,  until  the  motion  or  proposition  for  such  in> 
ciesse  shall  be  first  discusaod  and  voted  in  a  Commit- 
'tee  of  the  whole  House ;  and  so  in  respect  to  the  time 
of  its  continuance. 

All  proceedings,  touahin'g  apprapriations  of  money, 
shall  .be  first  discussed  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.  . 

•  The  rules  of  proceeding  in  the  House  shall  he  ob- 
served in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse,  so  for  ae 
they  may  be  applicsble,  except  the  rUle  limiting  the 
times  of  speaking;  but  no  member  shall  speak  twice 
to  any  question  until. every  member,  cikoosing  to  ipeak, 
shsU  have  spoken. 

No  standing  rule  er  order  of  the  Houae,  e^all  be  re- 
scinded, without  one  day's  notioe  being  given  of  the 
motion  therefor. 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  ihe  two  Houses. 

In  every  case^of  an  amendment  of  a  bill  agreed  to  in 
one  House,,  and  dissented  to  in  the  other,  if  either 
House  shall  request  a  conference  and  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose,  and  the  other  House  shall  also 
appoint  a  committee  to  confer,  such  committees  shall, 
at  a  convenient  hoar,  to  be  agreed  on  by  their  chair- 
.main,  meet  in  the  Conference  .chamber,  snd  state  to 
ea^  other,  verbally  or  in  writing,  as  cither  shall.  choose» 
.  the  reaaons  of  their  respective  Houses  for  and  against 
the  amendment,  and  confer  freely  thereon. 

When  a  message  shall  be  sent  from  the  Senate  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  it  shall  be  announced 
at  the  door  of  the  House  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  shall 
be  respectfully  communicated  .to  the  Chair  by  the  per^ 
son  by  whom  It  may  be  sent. 

The  same  ceremony  shall  be  observed  when  a  mea- 
sage  shall  be  sent  from  the  House  of  Sepresentatives 
to  the  Senate. 

Messages  shall  be  sent  by  such  persons  as  a  sense  of 
propriety  in  each  House  may  determine  to  be  proper. 

While  bills  are  on  their  passage  between  the  two 
Houses,  they  shall  be  on  paper,  and  under  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  of  each  House,  respect- 
ively. .  ^      ' 

After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Houses,  it  shall 
be  duly  enrolled  on  parchment  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Houae  of  Representatives,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, as  the  btU  may  have  originated  in  tb^  one  or  the 
other  House,  before  it  shall  be  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

When  bills  are  enrolled,  they  shall  be  examined  by 
a  joint  committee  of  one  from  the  Senate,  and  two 
firom  the  House  of  Representatives!  appointed  as  a 
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•taiidmg  eolomittee  for  that  pnrpoce,  who  shall '  care- 
fully compare  the  enrolment  with  the  engroesed  bills, 
as  passed  in  the  two  Houses,  and  correcting  anv  errors 
ihlt  maj  be  ducovercd  in  the  enrolled  bills,  make  their 
report  forthwith  to  the  respective  Houses. 

After  examination  ^nd  report,  each  IhII  shall  be 
frigned  in  the  respective  Houses,  first  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  then  hj  the  iSesident  of 
ihe  Senate. 

After  a  bill  shall'  have  been  thus  signed  in  eadi 
House,  it  ahall  be  prewnted  by  the  said'^conmhtee  to 
die  Prendent  of  the  United  States  f<tr  his  approbatiikn, 
it  beiQg.  £mt  endorasd  on  the  bafik  of  the  ron,jaerta^- 
lug  in  which  House  the  same  originated ;  which  eor 
dorsement  ^hail  be  signed  by  Ihe  tfeeretaiy  or  Clerk  (as 
the  case  may  be)  of  the  .House  in  which  the  same  did 
originate,  and  s^aH  be  entered  on  the  Journal  of  efich 
House.  The  said  committee  shall  report  the  day  of 
presentation  to  the  President,  which  time  shall  also  be 
carefully  entered  on  the  Journal  of  eaoh  House. 

All  orders,  resolutions,  and  votes,  which  are  to  be 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  ibr  his 
approbation,  shall  alsof  in  the  same  manner,  be  previ- 
ously enroDed,  examined,  and  signed,  and  shall  be  pre- 
sented in  the  same  manner  aild  by  the  same  committee 
•s  provided  in  case  of  bills. 

When  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentaftives 
aihaU  judge  it  proper  to  make  a  ioint  address  to  the  Pres- 
ident, it  iliall  be  presented  to  him  in  his  audience  eham- 
ber  by  the  Preeident  of  the  Senate,  in  the  pntlence  of 
Ihe  Speaker  and  both  Hovses. 


Wednesday,  December  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tbeodonck 
Armi^tead  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  F^NDLEY,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  nioth  iastaDt,  (he 
pethioa  of  Thomas  Spalding,'  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  complaioiog  of  an  undue  election  and 
jreturn  of  Cuwles  Mead,  one  of  the  members  re- 
turned to  ser?e  in  this  House  for  ihe^aid  State 
of  Georgia,. made  a  report  thereupon  ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee ii  the  whole  House  on  ^oaday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  report  ofa  select  committee, 
ipade  the  17th  of  February,  1804,  op  a  letter  of 
rV^idiam  H.  Harrison,  Presidfentof  a  Conrentioo 
held  at  ViQceqnes,  in  the  locjiaQa  Territory,  de- 
fjaring  U^e  cousent  of  the  people  of  the  said  Ter- 
ritory to  a  suspension  of  the  sixth  article  of  com- 
pact l>etween  the  United  States  i^nd  vhe  said 
people;  also,  on  a  memorial  aad  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory;  be  referred  to 
Mff  Gaanistt.  Mr.  MoBBowof  Uhio,  Mr.  Park^, 
Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.. Smith  oC  South  Carolij^a, 
Mr.  WAi.TO|f,  and  Mr.  Van  Coktlati ot. 

A  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House 
of  Repre9entati?es  of  the  Indiana  Territory  was 
preseniBd  to  the  .House  and  read,  praying  that 
the  in(roductioa  of  slaves  into  the  said  Territory 
mav  be  permitted  by  Congress;  that  the  right  of 
suffrage  therein  may  be  enlarged;  that  the  salt 
Jickis  aDd  springs  ip  the  said  Territory  may  be 
ceded  to  theni  on  certain  conditions;  that  a  cer- 
laiA  description  of  claimants  to  land,  in  the  said 
Territory^may.^  jermitted.tQ  mai^e  enuy  ihexeoi 


in  the  mode  therein  stated;  that  no  division  of 
the  said  Territory  may  take  place;  and  that  the 
citizens  thereof  may  be  permitted  (o  form  a  State 
government  as  soon  as  their  population  will  per- 
mit the  measure. 

Also,  a  petitioD  of  sundry  purchasers  of  land 
settled,  and  intending  to  settle,  on  that  part  of  the 
Indiana  Territory  west  of  Ohio,  and  east  of  the 
bogndary  line  running  from  the  mouth  of  Ken- 
tucky river,  praying  that  the  said  tract  6f  country 
may  be  added  to  and  piade  part  of  the  State  o^ 
Ohio. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
referred  to  the  committee  last  appointed ;  ths^ 
they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  repoict 
the  same,  with  their  opmion  thereupon,  to  th^i 
House. 

Mr.  Varsvm,  from  th^  committee  appointed  on 
the  sixth  instant,  presented  a  bill  establishing 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  a^ 
ipi6s  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
l?riday  next. 

Mr.  Tbnni;t,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  further  report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Mr.  Ten  NET,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  revive  aud  continue  in  force  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend,  in  part^  an  act. 
entitled  'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  ana 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow, 

A  petition  of  certain  actual  settlers  on  lands 
lately  sold  by  Cong^ress,  as  pre-emption  lands, 
lying  between  the  Miamies,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read^  prayinff  It 
remission  of  interest,  and  an  extension  of  toe 
terms  of  payment  for  their  lands. — Referred  t6 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard, 

Meaolved,  That  a  committae  be  appointed  to  inquizp 
whether  any  and  if  any«  what  alterations  are  necessaij 
in  the  act  respec^ng  die  compensation  to  grand  and 
other  juron  summoned  to  serve  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Southard  prefaced  this  motion  by  statins 
that  he  had  been  informed  that  jurors  in  the  di^ 
ferent  Courts  of  the  United  Slates  received  various 
compensations.' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  the  House  resolved 
it»elf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
^supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  regula* 
ting'the  grants  of  land  appropriated  for  the  refu- 

Sees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Canada  and 
[ova  Scotia." 

This  bill  directs  the  following  locations  of  land 
and  patents  to  be  granted: 

«  To  Charlotte  Hazcn,  widow  of  Moses  Haxen,  six- 
teen  hundred  acres ;  Elijah  Ayre,  senior,  one  thousand 
acres ;  Elijah  Ayre,  jun.,  three  hundred  and  twenlv 
acres ;  and  Anthony  Burk,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres." 

Mr.  Thomas  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
this  hill  is  predicated,  in  virtue  of  inexecuted  re* 
solutions  of  the  old  Congress ;  when  the  Commit- 
tee rotfe  and  re^rted  it  irithout  amendmei^t}  in 
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which  report  the  House  immediately  coocurr^d, 
and  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading  to-morroW. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition,  ofa  very  in- 
teresting nature,  from  Francis  Messonier.  a  native 
of  France;  staling  that  from  numerous  expeci- 
ments  made  by  him,  in  the  vicinity  of  ClncLnoati, 
10  the  State  of  Ohio,  he  believes  he  wiU  be  able 
to  cultivate  the  vine  with  complete  success ;  that 
the  experiments  made  have  issued  in  results  equal 
to  his  most  sanguine  expectatiops ;  that  he  believes 
he  will  be  able  to  supply  wines  ofa  quality  equal 
to  those  of  France  competent  to  the  demand  of 
the  State  at  one  fourth  of  the  price  of  imported 
wines ;  that  the  fever  and  ague,  so  prevalent  on 
the  western  waters, is.  in, his  opinion,  greatly  ow- 
lOg  to  the  inability  ot  the  people,  from  the  exor- 
bitant price  of  wine,  to  consume  it  in  connexion 
with  the  bark;  that  he  is  convinced  that  the  bot- 
toms of  Ohio  are  as  favorable  to  the  cuItivaUon  of 
the  grape  as  the  hilts  of  France;  and  soliciting 
either  the  grant,  or  the  sale' on  an  extended  credit 
of  section  29,  in  township  No.  3,  range  9^  on  Mad 
river,  a  situation  whiph  he  considers  singularly 
favorable  to  a  vineyard. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  apd 
Manufactures. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  C.  Smith  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Conimitiee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  "in  addiiipn  to  an  act  to  make  provision 
for  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known 
wounds,  received  in  the  actual  service  ot  the  U;ii- 
ted  States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  Committee  having  passed  through  the  bill, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Ths  House  immediately  took  u^  the  report; 
and  on  the  question  to  engross  the  bill  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  ALsroN  asked  for  information  with  regard 
to  a  new  principle  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
contained  in  the  first  section.  He  observed  that 
it  was  unknown  to  him  whether  the  United  States 
Jiad  ever  placed  vofunteers  or  miliiia  on  their 
pension  list  If  this  had  not  heretofore  been  done, 
and  it  should  be  done  ^t  this  late  period,  he  did 
not  know  where  the  business  would  end.  It  would 
be  nowise  difficult  for  .any  person  to  bring  for- 
ward some  kind  of  evidence  ofa  disability  received 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  by  showing  that'  he 
had  performed  some  service  or  other.     With  re- 

fird  to  those  at  present  on  the  pension  list  of  the 
tates  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  for  them  to 
produce  the  evidence  required  by -this  law;  and 
the  States  might  after  the  passage  of  this  bill 
sweep  from  their  list  pensioners  of  the  description 
contemplated  in  the  oill.  Unless  a  proper  expla- 
nation of  these  circumstances  were  made,  Mr.  A. 
said  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill. ' 

Mr.  Gregg  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  rela- 
tive to  the  making  provision  for  persons  disabled 
in  the  militia,  or  acting  under  the  authority  ofa 
particular  State.  He  said  that  he  thought  it  a 
lorced  construction  of  the  act  of  1803  to  extend 
its  provision  to  those  persons  employed  in  the 
iAilitxa  aervice  or  who  acted  under  particular 


States.  He  read  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and 
observed  that  they  did  not  contain  a  word  respect- 
ing the  militia,  or  those  who  acted  under  the 
order  of  States.  He  could  not  see  the  propriety 
of  placing  on  the  pension  ^  list  those .  who  acted 
under  the  authority  of  the  States.  There  might 
be  some  bodies  who  had  been  ordered  out  by  par- 
ticular States,  who  so  far  from  being  recognised 
by  the  General  Government,  had  been  called  out 
in  conwavention  of  their  orders.  It  would,  Mr, 
Q.  though^  be  very  extraordinary  to  place  sach 
men  on  'the  pension  list  of  the  United  States.  He 
believed  that  all  proper  objects  who  had  been 
drawn  out  under  State  orders,  were  0n  State  pen- 
sion lists.  If  these  men  were  set  afloat  by  this 
>act,  they  might  at  this  late  day, 'owing  to  the  dif- 
ficulty of  couecting  proper  evidence,  be  left  with- 
out remedy. 

.  Mr.  John  C\  Smith  said  that  the  bill  under 
consideration  was  precis^y  similar  to  one  which 
had,  at  the  last  session,  been  agreed  to  in  the  House, 
and  had  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thira 
reading ;  but  which  had  not  oeen  conclusively 
acted  sUpon.  He  observed  that  he  had  never  been 
veiy  tenacions  of  the  principle  on  which  gentle- 
men had  animadverted;  though  he  believed  that 
the  wounds  received  by  the  d^cription  of  persons 
referred  jlo  had  been  as  serious  to  tnem^  and  as  im- 
portant to  their  country,  as  those, received  by  sol- 
diers in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 
It  had  been  remarked  that  some  of  the  States  had 
made  provision  for  this  description  of  persons. 
Whether  this  was,  or  was  not  the  case,  he  did  not 
know. '  But  if  gentlemen  would  advert  to  the  act 
of  1796,  they  would  find  a  provision  made  for 
commissionedand  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  militia  who  had  been  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  since  the  ReVoiqtionary 
war.  The  principle  in  this  btUwas  the  same 
with  that  in  the  bill  passed  in  1796.  In  that  in- 
stance the  militia  had  been  called  out  for  thegene* 
ral  service  under  the  authority  of  particular  States. 
Congress  then'thought  proper  to  provide  for  such 
a  case.  Mr.  S.  did  not  know  anything  which  made 
it  less  proper  to  provide  for  similar  cases  which 
had  occurred  Spring  the  Revolutionary  war.  It 
was  true  that  the  provision  would  be  applicable 
to  but  a  few  individuals,  but  this  could  not  affect 
their  claims  to  the  justice  of  t)ieir  country.  How 
far  this  provision  might  operate  unequally,  espe- 
ciallv  on  States  who  had  already  made  provision 
for  their  militia,  he  did  not  knowJ  He  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  facts  alluded  to.  He  was 
perfectly  willing  that  the  bill  should  lie,  until  cor- 
rect information  should  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Marion  hoped  the  words  would  not  be 
struck  out.  He  perceived  no  real  difference  bc- 
twe.en  the  claims  of  the  militia  and  of  those  in 
regular  service.  It  was  true  that  some  States  had 
made  provision  for  their  militia.  But  every  State 
in  the  Union  oujicht  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  war 
equally;  it  ought  not  to  fall  exclusively  on  those 
States  which  had  been  invsded,  and  whose. mili- 
tia bad  conseouently  been  the  mo^t  exposed.  Al- 
though such  States  had  made  a  provision,  it  was 
more  consonant  to  equity  and  justice  that  the 
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Union  shouid  bear  the  burden.  GeDlleipeo  should 
recollect  that  the  sectioo  only  provided  for  those 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  general  service. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Gregg's 
motion,  and  lost — ayes  16. 

It  was  then  ordered,  without  a  division,  that 
the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


Tbitrsoat,  December  19. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  refugees  from  the  British 
Provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  was  reftd 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  "An  act  to 
make  provision  for  persons  that  have  been  disa- 
bled by  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  Revolu- 
tiooary  war,'*  was  read  the  third  time, and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  suppementary  to  the  ''Act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Government 
of  France,  the  payment  of  which  has  been  as- 
sumed by  the  United  States,  by  virtue  Okf  the  con- 
TentioD  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  French  Republic ;"  and,  af- 
ter some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  reported 
-without  amendment  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morro|v. 

The  Speaker. laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  Henry  Harrison,  Governor  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. of  the  said  Territory, 
stating  their  objections  to  a  division  thereof 
into  two  Territories;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Garnbtt,  Mr.  Mor- 
Bow  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Parke,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Walton,  and 
Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manuiactures,  to  whom  wa9  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Edward  Toppan,  George 
Jenkins,  and  William  Currier,  of  Newburyport,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts.  The  Committee  rose 
and  reported  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  ^  Edward  Toppan  and 
others  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordartds  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  t9  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac tares  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  ihe  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbbll, 

Besohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  alterations 
are  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
to  preserve  peace  jon  the  frontiers  ;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr;  Gbobqb  W.  Campbell.  Mr. 
CooBiy  Mr.'  GoLnaBOBonoB,  Mi.  Wiokbs,  ana  Mr. 


Jackson,  be  appointed  a  committee,  purhuant  to 
the  said  resolution. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Cook, 

Reaolted^  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  consider  the 
several  acts  relative  to  the  bounties  on  salted  fish, 
taken  in  vessels  of  different  sizes,  and  to  consider 
and  report^  what  alterations,  if  any,  be  necessary 
to  e<}Ualise  3uch  bounties ;  and  that  the  said  com« 
mittee  report  bv  bill,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Stanton. 

Reaoived.  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  directed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and, 
if  any,  what,  alterations  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  several  acts  fixing  the  salaries  aqd  emplu- 
ments-of  the  collectors  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage;  and  that  the  committee  be  authorized  ta 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  suspend,  in  part,  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes."    The  bill  was  read  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted^  Sfe,,  That  the  act«  entitled  <'An  act  to 
suspend,  in  part,  the  pd,  entitled  'An  act  ngnlating 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  revived  and  con- 
tinued in  force  for  the  term  of  —  years  firom  the  pass* 
ing  hereof 

Mr.  Tenney  moved  the  following  substitutej 
af^r  the  enacting  words: 

«  That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  rsgulap 
ting  foreign  ooinsy"  and  for  other  purposes,  as  is  con* 
tained  in  the  second  section  thereof,  be  and  the  same  ia 

hereby  further  suspended,  during  the  term  of veaia 

from  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress.'^ 

Mr.  Varnum  wished  that  the  section  referred 
to,  which  prohibits  any  foreign  coin,  excepting 
Spanish  milled  dollars,  or  parts  thi^reofl  from  be- 
ing a  lesal  tender,  might,  instead  of  oeins  sus- 
pended, be  repealed.  That  j>TOvision,  he  said,  had 
been  introduced  under  the  idea  that  the  coin  of 
the  United  States  would  be  sufficient  for  the  de- 
mand, which  had  been  found  to  be  erroneous. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  differed  so  widely  from  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  that  he  entertained 
strong  doubts. of  the  policy  even  of  suspending 
the  provision.  There  were  very  few  foreign  coins 
in  circulation  besides  Spanish  milled  dollars  and 
British  guineas.  If  the  suspension  were,  ther9* 
fore,  confined  to  these,  it  would  be,  so  far  as  re- 
spected the  public  convenience,  equivalent  to  a 
repeal.  J^very  one  knew  that  there  had  been,  for 
some  years  past,  a  large  quantity  of  bad  money 
in  circulation.  By  tbe  proposed  repeal,  this  de- 
scription of  money  would  be  again  brought  back. 

Mr.  Macon  (Speaker)  said,  that«  if  the  idea  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  were  adopted, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  go  further  than  he  bad 
suggested.  In  addition  to  the  coins  mentioned  by 
him,  it  would  be  proper  to  extend  it  to  Purtuguese 
guineas,  which  were  extensively  circulated.  But 
he  considered  the  proposition  of  the  gentlemaa 
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trom  Masssachusetts  the  best.  When  we  cai^  do 
without  foreign  coins,  we  may  declare  that  they 
shall  not  be  a  legal  tender.  Since  last  May,  when 
t'he  provision  contemplated  to  be  renewed,  ceased, 
there  had  been  no  complaints.  The  necessities  of 
the  country  required  the  use  of  French  coins. 
With  regard  to  our  own  coin,  in  many  parts  of 
the  Union  it  was  as  difficult  to  &^d  a  gold,  as  a 
flyingf  eagle.  Into  his  part  of  the  country,  Mr.  M. 
said,  It  never  found  its  way. 

Mr.  Varni?m  moved  to  amend  the  amendihent 
of  Mr.  TENNEYjby  striking  out  the  words :  ''fur- 
ther su!%pended  during  the  term  of years  from 

the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,'*  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  repealed." 

Mr.  J.  Clay  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
take  place.  If  there  were  any  real  inconvenience. 
it  would  be  entirely  obviated  by  the  proposed  sus^ 
pension.  He  acknowledged  that  when  he  was 
up  before,  the  Portuguese  gold  had  escaped  his  at- 
tention— but  it  was  so  clipped  and  mutilated  as 
scarcely  to  be  considered  as  colli,  and  the  fact  was^ 
that  It  was  chiefly  confined  to  the  banks.  If  the 
repealing  provision  should  be  confined  to  the  gold 
coins,  he  should  have  no  great  objection  to  it.;  but 
there  iJvas  no  necessity  of  introducing^  into  the 
dirctila.ion  any  other  silver  coin  than  that  riov^ 
^uthoriied.  Some  of  the  foi*eign  coins  were  so 
roughly  executed  as  not  to  furnish  a  proper  pro- 
tection against  cou'nterfeits.  The  great  security 
attending  coin^,  as  well  as  bank'  notes,  was  the 
excellence  of  the  workmanship. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  in  faVor  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  MassachU.set'ts, 
(Mr.  VARNtJM.)  All  economical  writers  agreed 
that  the  wealth  of  nations  was  intimately  con- 
i^ec ted  with  the  quantity  of  ihe  circulating  pre- 
cious ihetals.  For  this  reason,  he  thought  it  im- 
politic to  restrict  the  circulation  of  foreign  coins. 
ID  the  United  States.  It  was,  likewise,  improper 
to  legislate  frequently  on  the  subject.  It  had  been 
found  that  the  mint  could  not  furnish  a  sufiicient 
supply  of  coin  for  our  purposes,  especially  while 
such  vast  quantities  went  out  of  the  country.  All 
objections  made  to  a  repeal  were  obviated  by  the 
consideration  that  the  existing  law  provides,  that 
foreign  coins  shall  pass  by  weight  Mr.  J.  conclu- 
ded by  saying,  that  it  was  his  opinion,  that  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  the  country  that  money  should 
circulate  more  extensively  than  it  ever  had  done. 
.  Mr.  Varnum  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  grounded  his  objection  on  the  idea 
that  foreign  coins  were  more  easily  counterfeited 
than  those  of  the  United  States.  Be  should,  how- 
ever, recollect  that  those  who  resided  in  the  coun- 
try aid  not  possess  that  kind  of  knowledge  which 
belonged  to  those  acquainted  with  bAnk  transac- 
tions. They  saw  but  little  money,  and  always  in 
small  quantities,  and  were  as  likely  to  take  false 
coin  of  the  United  Stales  as  foreign  coin.  The 
r*al  situation  of  the  United  States,  as  to  money, 
was  this:  In  some  parts  of  the  country  there  was 
00  specie  whatever;  there  was  nothing  but  paper. 
In  the  Eastern  paVts  of  the  Union  this  was  peculi- 
arly 80.  owii^g  to  the  great  number  of  banks  which 
eirctilated  the  greAter  part  of  their  notes  at  a  con- 


siderable distance.  This  scarcity  of  specie  arose, 
in  a  great  measure,  from  foreign  coins  not  beinc 
allowed  to  he  a  le^al  tender.  He  thought  it  would 
be  highly  beneficial  to -the  United  States  to  admit 
all  foreign  coins  to  be  a  legal  tender,  under  the 
existing  limitations  of  law.  The  question  was 
then  taken  on  Mr.  Y.'s  amendment,  which  Was 
agreed  to — ayes  79. 

Mr.  Tennct's  amendment,  thus  amended,  wa» 
agreed  to,  when  the  Committee  rose.  The  House 
immediately  took  up,  concurred  in  their  report,and 
ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading  to-m^orrow. 

Frioat,  December  20. 

All  engrossed  bill  sopplemeYitary  to  the  **Act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  the  Government 
of  France,  the  ndyment  of  which  has  been  assumed 
by  the  llnitea  States,  by  virtue  of  the  conven- 
tion of  the  30fh  of  April  1803,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  French  Republic,"  was  read  the 
third  time,,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  revive  and  continue  iii  force 
an  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  suspend,  in  part,  the 
act,  entitled  ^An  actregulsiting  toreip^n  coins,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  thirld  time. 
,  Resolved^  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be,  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act, 
entitled  *An  acf  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes,  as  is  contained  in  the  second  sec- 
tion thereof." 

.  Mr.  CROWHkNfiHiELD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  biti 
for  the  relief  of  Ed^vard  Toppan,  George  Jenkins, 
and  Williim  Currier;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Crowninshielo,  from  the  same  committee, 
presented  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking  the 
oath  and  givipg  bond,  in  cases  of  drawback,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  aind 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  next. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  moved  to  add  a  new  rule  to  the' 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

<<  That  the  first  named  member  of  any  committee^ 
appointed  by  the  Speaker,  or  the  House,  shall  be  the 
Chairman ;  and  in  case  of  his  absence,  or  being  ez« 
cased  by  the  House,  the  next  named  member,  and. Ml' 
on,  as  the  case  shall  happen,  unlens  the  committee,  by 
a  majority  of  their  liumber,  elect  a  Chairman.  It  sfaall 
be  the  duty  of  any  committee  to  meet,  on  the  call  of 
any  two  of  their  membera,  if  the  ChaiiiUHn  be  abeeat^ 
or  decline  to  appoint  sttch  meeting." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mo- 
tion at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  the  same  being 
twice  read,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  rules  and  ordera 
of  this  House,  under  the  fourth  bead  ''of  Com- 
mittees of  the  whole  House,"  as  is  contained  in 
the  third  paragraph  thereof,  be  amended,  by  strik- 
ing out,  in  the  fourth  liae  of  the  paragraph)  the^ 
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word  ^  title,''  &od  iDsertiog,  ia  lieo  thereof,  the 
word  "preamble." 

A  petition  of  Qeorge  Rogers  Clurk  was  pre 
sented  to  the  House  aod  read,  prayini  that  Con- 

fress  will  confirm  to  him  a  graut  of  laDds,  made 
y  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  Piankeshaw 
nation  of  Indians,  on  the  16th  day  of  July,  1779. 
Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  PuUic  Lands. 


MoNl>AY,  December  dd. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Governor. and  presiding  Judge  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  relative  to  the  state  of  that, Terri- 
tory ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  .to  be  refer- 
red to  Messrs*  Jackson,  Morrow  of  Ohio,  Smi* 
us,  £LLiR,aDd  MooBB  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  CROWNiNSfliBLD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactjires,  presented  a  bill  to 
provide  for  light-houses  in*  Lotig  Island  Soond ; 
and  to  declare  Roxbury.  in  the  State  of  Massa^ 
chusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery ;  which  was  read 
twice,and  comftiuted  toa  Cotomittfeeof  the  Whole 
on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from*  the  Committee  on  the  Poblrc 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  tT«^entieth 
instant,  the  petition  of  George  RogersClark,  made 
a  report  thereon  \  which  was  read..and  considered: 
Whereupon, 

Besohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
George  Rogers  Clark  ought  not  to  be  i^anted. 

A  memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  signed  by  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  their 
President,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  toe  consent  of  Congress-  to  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of^Pennsylvania,  passed 
the  15ih  of  March  last,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  em- 
power the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia, to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for 
the  purpuses  therein  mentioned,"  the  better  to  ena- 
ble the  memorialists  to  sink  additional  piers  in  the 
river  Delaware,  for  the  secority  and  protection  of 
veesels  emoioyed  in  the  commerce  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 
.  A  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Cono- 
monalty,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  presented 
to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  prompt  and 
efficient  measures  may  be  taken  by  Congress  for 
putting  their  city  and  port  into  an  adequate  etate 
of  defence. — Referred 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  Samuel  Blodg^- 
et,  representing  thai  subscriptions  for  a  University 
in  Washington  have  already  been  made  to  the 
number  of  eighteen  thousand,  and  a  sum  received 
amounting  to  $30,000.  and  requesting  Congress  to 
designate  the  site  with  the  lots  or  lands  that  may 
be  intended  therefor,  and  to  grant  such  other  part- 
rosage  as  they  may  think  proper.— Referred  to  a 
committee  of  five  members. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates 
to  aggressions  committed  by  the  vessels  of  foreign 
BKtioas,  Ac.,  matte  a  report,  in  pi^rt,  sub«iitting 


two  letters  received  from  the  Secretary  of  th« 
Navy,  and  three  resolutions,  in  substance  as  folr 
lows : 

1.  That  a  som  not  exceeding  $150,000  be  appiopcii 
ated  to  canse  onr  ports  and  harbors  to  be  protected. 

2.  That  a  anm  not  exceeding  $S50»000  be  appropri^ 
ated,  to  cause  to  b»  built  a  numbec  of  ]pinboate,  nol 
exceeding  fifty,  for  the  protection  of  our  ports  and 
harbors. 

8.  That  a  sum  Hot  exceeding  $660,000  be  appropn^^ 
ated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  t» 
cause  to  be  built  six  line^-battle  ahipe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  these  resolutions 
were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that,  in  the  year  179T, 
Congress  passed  an  act  relative  to  certain  balances- 
due -by  several  of  the  States  to  the  United  States^ 
by  which  those  States  were  enabled  to  discharge 
the  balances  by  expending  a  part  thereof  in  the 
defence  of  their  ports  and  harbors.  He  iMder*' 
stood  that  one  State  had  made  an  appropriation 
to  this  object;  but  it  was  not  known  wnat  was  the 
issue  of  the  appropriation,  or  what  had  been  done 
by  other  States.  That  tbe  subject  mi^ht  be  eiv^, 
cidated,  he  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Ruohfdy  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stuftea 
be  requested-  to  inform  this  House,  wbether  anv  and 
wliat  measures  have  been  taken  by  the  Statea  indebted 
to  the  United  States  to  discharge  the  balances  due,  iun 
dev  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  33d  of  June,  170?^ 
entitted  an  act  for  the  ftirther  defence  of  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  Statea. 

•The  House  immediately  took  up  the  resblutioQ 
and  ai^reed  to  it ;  and  the  Speaker  appointed  ft 
committee  of  two  members  to  present  it  to  the 
Ptesident. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION- 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comtnittee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  respecting  the  contested  election  of 
CowLEs  Mead,  one  of  the  members  returned  10 
serve  in  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Georgia.  ' 
The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  in  this  case: 

-  The  Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Thomas  Spalding,  claiming  a  seat  in  this 
House,  as  a  Representative  of  the  State  of  Georna,  in 
the  place  of  Cowles  Mead,  who  has  been  returned,  and 
has  taken  a  seat  in  the  House,  having  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  heard  the  petitioner  and  sit- 
ting member  thereon,  report:. 

That,  by  a  standing  law  of  the  SUte  of  Georgia,  the 
election  of  persons  to  represent  that  State  in  this  Housoi 
was  reqoired  to  be  holden  on  the  first  Monday  of  Oc- 
tober, 1604,  in  the  respective  counties  throughout  the 
State ;  that  three  or  more  county  magistrates  were  re« 
quired  to  preside  at  the  election,  in  each  of  the  coun« 
ties,  to  return  the  names  of  the  candidates,  and  the 
number  and  names  of  the  voters,  with  an  accurate  state 
of  the  poll,  and  to  transmit  tbetr  said  returns,  by  ex* 
press,  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  within  twenty  daya 
after  closing  the  poll  at  said  election;  that  the  Govern^ 
or  was  required,  within  five  days  after  the  expiration  c( 
the  said  twenty  days,  to  count  up  the  vote*  from  the 
several  couatiM,  or  snch  of  them  as  might  have  maj^ 
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ntoiiifl  for  each  penon,  snd  immediately  thereafter  to 
isaue  hiB  prodamation,  declaring  the  persona  having 
the  highest  number  of  votes,  to  be  elected  to  represent 
the  said  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  grant  a  certificate  thereof,  under 
the  great  seal  of  the  State,  to  each  of  them ;  diat,  by 
an  official  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of  said  State, 
it  appears  that  the  votes  from  the  counties  of  Tatnal, 
Liberty,  and  Camden,  were  not  returned  to  the  Goir- 
emor  within  the  said  term  of  twenty  days  after  the 
election,  nor  within  the  said  further  term  of  five  days 
thereafter ;  and  that,  of  the  votes  given  at  the  said  elec- 
tion, and  returned  to  the  Governor  within  the  said  term 
of  twenty  days : 

Cowles  Mead  had -   4,438 

And  Thomas  Spalding  had     -        ...        .   4,269 

Giving  the  said  Mead  a  majoriiy  of       -      169 

"  That  the  Governor,  in  pursuance  of  the  law  aforesaid, 
counted  up  the  votes  so  returned  to  him  within  twenty 
days,  and  thereupon  issued  his  proclamation,  declaring 
that  the  said  Cowles  Mead  was  elected,  and  granted 
him  a  certificate  thereof. 

By  another  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of  said 
State,  it  appears  that,  after  the  Governor  h^d  issued  his 
proclamation  as  aforesaid,  that  is,  on  the  27th  day  of- 
rfovember,  1804,  the  return^  of  the  votes  given  at  the 
•aid  election,  agreeably  to  the  law  aforesaid,  in  and  by 
the  countries  of  Talnal,  Liberty;  and  Camden,  weie 
received  by  the  Governor,  bemg.  transmitted  by  the 
presiding  magistrates  of  said  counties  respectively; 
that  both  of  the  said  certificates  from  the  Semtary  are 
in  due  form  of  law ;  that  the  said  returns  of  votes  firom 
the  three  last  mentioned  counties,  are  confonnable  to 
law  in  every  respect^  except  that  ihej  were  not  trans- 
mitted to  the  Governor  within  |he  limited  time  of  twen- 
ty days  after  the  election ;  that,  of  the  votes  so  returned 
from  the  said  three  counties,  after  the  expiration  of  said 
twenty  days,  Cowles  Mead  had  37,  and  Thomas  Spald- 
ing had  235  ;  which,  added  to  their  respective  num- 
bers of  votes,  returned  to  the  Governor  within  the  term 
of  twenty  days,  and  counted  by  him  as  aforesaid- 
Gives  to  Cowles  Mead,  iiv  the  whole  -  -  4,465 
And  to  Thomas  Spalding,  in  the  whole    -        -  4,504 

Leaving  the  said  Thomas  Spalding  a  ma- 
jority of       ----.'     .        39 

The  petitioner  ofiered  depositions  to  prove  that  the 
cause  of  the  failure  in  the  transmission  of  the  returns 
from  the  three  last  counties  to  the  Governor,  within 
the  twenty  days  after  the  election,  was  a  hurricane 
which  rendered  the  roads  impassable ;  but,  as  the  sit- 
ting member  was  not  notified  to  be  present  at  the  tak- 
ing of  those  depositions,  th6  committee  were  of  opinion 
that  they  were  not  admissible  evidence. 

The  petitioner  then  proposed  to  pibcure  other  evi- 
dence of  the  same  fact;  and  the  sitting  member  pro- 
posed to  procure  evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  the 
roads  were  passable ;  but  the  committee  being  of  opin- 
i6n  that  it  was  not  material  to  die  question  before  the 
House,  whether  the  said  failure  was  caused  by  the  act 
of  God,  as  alleged  by  the  petitioner,  or  by  the  fault  of 
the  returning  officers,  or  the  defect  of  the  law,  in  not 
providing  a  penalty  upon  officers  for  neglecting  their 
official  duty  of  transmitting  the  returns,  did  not  receive 
•ay  evidence  on  that  point 

The  sitting  member  stated  to  the  committee  that  he 


coald,  as  he  was  assured,  by  sending  to  Georgia,  obtain 
proof,  that  the  election  in  the  county  of  Tatnal  was 
irregularly  held,  so  that  the  whole  veturn  of  that  county 
ought,  for  that  cause,  to  be  rejected ;  but,  finding  by 
calculation  that,  if  the  votes  .of  that  county,  of  which 
twenty-four  were  for  himself  and  forty  for  the  petition- 
er, were  set  aside,  it  would  not  affect  the  result  of  the 
election,  he  waived  that  objection,  and  rested  his  claim 
upon  the  principle  that  the  votes  of  aU  the  three  last 
mentionea  counties  are  void  by  the  law  of  Greorgia,  not 
having  been  returned  to  the  Governor  within  the  time 
preecribed  by  said  law. 

There  is  no  suggestion  of  any  firaud  or  intentional 
unfairness  in  the  election;  and  tl^e  committee  add,  ¥rith 
pleasure,  that  the  conduct  of  both  the  gentlemen,  claim- 
inl'g  the  contested-  seat,  appears  to  have  been  candid 
and  honorable. 

Upon  the  foregoing  state  of  facts,  as  the  Constitation 
has  made  this  House  the  judge  of  the  elections  and  re- 
turns, as  well  as  the  i^us^lificsitions  of  its  viemben ;  as 
the  returns  from  the  State  authorities,  therefore,  are 
only  prima  fade  evidence  of  an  election,  but  not  con« 
duaive  upon  this  ^ouse ;  as  there  is,  in  thte  present 
case,  satis&ctory  proof,  that  the  votes  of  the  three  coun- 
ties in  question,  although  the  returns  thereof  wera  not 
transmitted  to  the  Governor  in  season  to  be  considered 
by  him,  were  originally  good,  lawful,  and  Constitutional 
votes,  haying  been  given  by  qualified  voters'on  the  day, 
at  the  places^  and  in.  the  manner  prescribed  by  law ; 
and  as  neither  the  voters  who  gave  them,  nor  the  can- 
didates in  whose  favor  they  were  given,  have  done  or 
omitted  anything  on  their  part  to  forfeit  their  respect- 
ive rights,  die  committee  are  of  opinion  tha^  those  votes 
ought  to  be, allowed,  and  therefore  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

jRaolvedy  That  Cowles  Mead,  returned  to  this  House 
.  as  a  member  diereof,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  is  not 
entitled  to  a  seat ;  and  that  Thomas  Spalding  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House,  as  a  Representative  of  the  State 
of  Georgia. 

Oq' motion  of  Mr.  Findlet, 

lUsolved,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  memorialist  and  sitting 
member  shall,  if  they  d^ire  it,  be  heard  by  counsel  at 
the  bar  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Mead  waived  the  exercise  of  this  right,  and 
Mr.  J.  Clay  intimated  a  desire  of  Mr.  Spalding 
to  the  same  effect;  when  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  took  up  the  report  of  the  Comtnittee  of 
{Ilectiobs  in  this  case ;  on  which  a  debate  eosued, 
which  occupied  nearly  the  residue  of  the  sit- 
ting. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  explained,  concisely,  some  of  the 
circumstances  od  whicti  the  report  was  grounded. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Mead,  who,  without 
going  into  a  wide  detail  of  facts,  or  discussion  of 
principle,  noticed  briefly  a  variety  of  facts,  and 
several  principles  and  precedents,  which,  he 
thought,  invalidated  the  conctusiou  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  made  a  short  speech  in  favor  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Early  went  at  cousiderable  length  into 
the  principle  implicated  in  the  report,  with  the 
view  of  showing  that  it  was  unsound,  and  that  it 
did  not  belong  to  the  House,  without  violating  the 
Consrituciooal  powers  of  the- States,  to  set  aside 
returns  made  in  cooformitjr  to  their  laws. 
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Mr.  BiDWBLL,  in  an  ar^mentativ^e  and  logical 
speech,  defended  the  principle  con taiaed  in  the 
report,  and  contended  that  the  Constitutional 
power  of  investi^aiing  the  returns,  made  by  State 
oflScers,  resided  m  the  House,  wiio  might,  accord- 
ing to  evidence  adduced,  affirm  or  set  them  aside, 

Mr,  Sloan  and  Mr.  Ellis  spoke  against,  and 
Mr.  J.  Clay,  in  favor  of  the  report. 

After  a  few  replicatory  remarks  from  Mr.  Bid- 
TTBLL  and  Mr.  Mead,  Mr.  Kbllt  said  he  still  en- 
tertained some  doubts  on  the  subject,  represented 
that  other  engagements  had  precluded  hispayioff 
that  attention  to  the  subject-v^hich  it  merited,  and 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.   - 

This  motion  being  carried — ayes  61;  apd  the 
House  being  resumed, 

Mr.  Meriwether  expressed  a  hope  that  leave 
for  the  Committee  to  sit  a^in  would  be  refused, 
in  order  that  the  report  might  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  and  the  sitting  mem- 
ber be  ena1>led  to  make  explanations  on'  points 
respecting  which  there  appeared  to  have '  been 
some  misconception  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  and  Mr.  Ei>her  were  against,  and 
Mr.  Greqo  in  favor  of  a  reference  to  the  Uom- 
mittee  of  Elections. 

The  question  beingr  put,  leave  was  given  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  sit  again — ayes  70. 

Mr.  BtowELL,from  the  committee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  resolution  respecting  William 
Eaton,  Esquire,  offered  a  report,  recommend- 
ing the  adoption  of  the  said  resolution,  wjt^  the 
amendment,  together  with  another  amendment, 
striking  out  the  word  '^before,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  words  "  at  the  city  of  I>erne." 

Report  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Wednesday, 

TuEBOAY,  December^. 

Another  member  to  wit :  Roger  Nelson,  from 
Maryland,  appeared,  produced  hb  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  petition  bf  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio  river,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
praying  that  further  time  may  be  allowed  them 
to  make  payment  of  the  first  instalment,  due  on 
the  first  of  January  next,  for  the  lands  by  them 
respectively  purchased. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Wa]^s  and  Means. 

A  petition  of  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaumar- 
chais.  heir  and  representative  of  Caron  de  Beaii- 
marcnais,  deceased,  by  J.  A.  Chevallie,  her  attor- 
ney, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
to  be  relieved  against  a  settlement  made  by  the 
Cbrnptrollei*  of^the  Treasury,  in  which  large  and 
unjust  deductions  have  been  made  from  a  debt 
due  by  the  United  States  to  the  estate  of  the 
said  decedent,  Caron  de  Beaumarchais.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

BIUWBACK  ON  DEBENTURES. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  of 
C^mmeree  aad  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 


ferred on  the  sixteenth  instant,  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Clason,  made  the  following  report : 

The  petitioner,  in  the  month  of  August  last,  imported 
from  Havana  into  the  port  of  New- York,  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty  boxes  of  sugar;  the  daties 
upon  the  importation  amounted  to  $16,619  24.  On 
the  31  St  of  the  same  month,  the  petitioner  having  de- 
termined to  export  the  eaid  su^ar  to  Amsterdam,  in  the 
ship  Ambition,  gave  due  notice  of  such  intention,  and 
made  a  regular  entry  of  the  said  sugar  for  exportation  f 
a'  permit  to  load  the  said  sugar  was  issued  at  the  cus- 
tom-house on  the  3d  6f  September,  and  the  sugar  was 
actually  laded  on  board  the  eaid  idiip,  under  the  inspec* 
tion  of  the  proper  officer,  and  the  return  thereof  made 
to  the  collector,  the  ship  receiving  her  clearance  to  pro- 
ceed to  sea  on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  and  actu- 
ally sailed  on  the  twenty -second  day  of  the  same  month. 
At  the  moment  of  the  clearance  being  granted  to  the 
ship,  the  yellow  fever  made  its  appearance  in  New  York, 
and  a  fsretiL  number  of  the  citizens  left  the  city  in  the 
course  of  a  week  from  that  time ;  and  the  petitioneri 
justly  alarmed  at  the  danger  to  which  he  was  exposed, 
and  partaking  of  the  general  consternation,  fled  among 
the  rest.  A  general  interruption  and  suapensicm  i 
business  in  the  dty  took  place  for  several  weeks,  and 
the  custom-house  itself  wieis  removed  to  a  place  of  safety. 
On  the  30th  of  September,  the  petitioner  applied  to 
the  custom-house  to  receive  the  debentures  for  the  draw- 
back of  the  4utie8  on  the  exportation  of  the  said  sugar, 
and  ofbred  to  give  bond,  and  take  the  oath  required  by 
law  in .  ithe  cases  of  goods  exported  for  the  benefit  of 
drawback ;  but  the. collector  refiised  to  receive  the  oath 
or  bond,  or  to  grant  the  debentures,  alleging  that  the 
ten  days  limited  by  law  had  expired,  alter  tne  clearance 
of  the  ship,  and  that,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  draw- 
back reverted  to  the  United  States. 

Repeated  and  pressing  applications,  of  a  similar  na- 
ture, have  been  made*  to  Congress,  and  the  njomber  may 
be  expected  to  increase.  In  all  of  them  which  have,  at 
various  times  been  before  the  Committee,. no  intention 
of  fraud  has  appeared.  Some  persons  have  uninten- 
tionally overstayed  the  time,  one,  two,  or  three  days. 
Others  have  bben  prevented,  by  dangerous  sickness, 
from  attending  at  the  cuetom-house.  In  the  case  now 
under  consideration,  the  yellow  fever  afflicted  the  dty 
of  New  York.  The  inhabitants  fled  before  its  dreadiul 
ravages.  The  petitioner  partook  of  the  general  con- 
sternation, and.  left  the  city  the  next  day  after  the  dear- 
anoe  of  the  ship.  It  did  not  occur  to  him  that  he  would, 
thereby,  lose  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  the  sugar  in 
question  ;  jand,  if  it  had  occurred  to  him.  It  is  not  prob- 
able that  he  could  then  have  obtained  the  debentures  by 
application  at  the  cuatom-house.  It  was  a  time  of  general 
alarm. and  agitation,  and  every  citizen  was  only  eager  to 
save  himself  and  family.  The  security  of  property  was 
but  a  secondary  consideration. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  as  it  stands  at  present,  are  too  severe.  If  the  article 
on  which  the  benefit  of  drawback  is  claimed,  is  really 
exported  but  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
all  that  ought  to  be  required.  The  merchants  are  so- 
lidtous  to  obtain  the  debenture  certificates ;  they  be- 
come transferable  property,  being  negotiable  paper,  like 
pomissory  notes,  and  are  receivable  at  the  custom- 
house in  lieu  of  the  inward  duties.  No  man  would 
willingly  overstay  the  time  limited  by  law,  in  which  ha 
could  apply  for  his  debentures ;  it  is  for  his  interest  to 
apply  early,  yet  it  may  sometimes  happen  that  he  will 
amity  and  overstay  the  time;  but,  suielj,  the  United 
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States  do  not  wish  to  enrich  their  tremsUTy  in  thts-man- 
ner.  Our  revenue  is  derived  -from  the  foreign  articles 
eonsumed  in  the  coun  try,  and  »ot  from  exports.  Under 
all  the  circumjstances  in  which  this  subject  can  be  placed, 
the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  genera},  and  not  a 
particular  bill  should  be  passed,  calculated  to  relieve  all 
the  applicants,  where  no  intention  of  fraud  shall  appear, 
and  to  provide  for  the  extension  of  the  time  in  taking 
the  oath,  and  giving  bond,  in  cases  of  goods  intended  to 
be  exported  for  benefit  of  drawback.  The  committee, 
therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Reaohfedt  That  the  petition  of  Isaac  Clason  is  rea^^ 
flonable  and  onglit  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  eom- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
whom  was  committed  on  the  twentieth  instant, 
th6  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking'the  oath,  and 
giving  bond  in  cases  of  drawbackj  and  for. other 
purpose^. 

GEORGIA  CONTESTED  ELECTION.       . 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself. into  ai 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  on  the  oontested  election 
cf  CowLBS  Mead;  when  a  debate  foUowed  of 
between  two  atid  three  hours  length. 

In  the  co*irse  of  the  discussion,  the  Aicts  as 
stated  in  the  report  were  either  considered  as  per- 
fectly correct^  or  as  nartakittff  so  little  of  error  as 
not  to  invalidate  tne  conclusions  drawn  from 
them.  Some  small  diversity  of  opinion  existed 
between  the  Committee  of  Elections  and  the  sit- 
ting membef,  which  was,  however,  reconciled  on 
explanation. 

The  debate  began  in  Cotnmittee  of  the  W'hole, 
and  was  afterwards  prosecuted  in  the  House. 
Messrs.  J.  Clay,  FiNdley,  Bi dwell,  G..  W. 
Campbell,  and  Elmer  advocated;  and  Mes5rs. 
Mead,  Early,  Sloan,  Ellis,  N.  Williams^ 
JBroom,  and  CIdincy^  opposed  the  report. 
•  The  opponents  of  the  report'  represented  it  as 
embri^ciog  a  great  Constiiutionai  principle,  rela- 
tive to  State  sorereignty  and  the  powers  of  the 
House.  This  question  arose  out  of  the  judicial 
powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  each  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  as  to  judging  of  the  election 
of  its  members.  In  the  first  article,  fifth  section 
of  the  Constitution,  it  is  declared,  that  "e^ich 
House  shall  be  the  jud|^e  of  the  elections,  returns, 
and  qualificaiions  of  its  own  members.''  This 
section  embraces  three  distinct  objects^  on  wbicli 
the  judicial  powers  of  each  House  might  be  ex- 
ercised ;  the  qualification  of  persons  returned  as 
members,  their  election  as  members,  and  the  re- 
turns of  the  person  selected.  With  regard  to  the 
point  of  qualification,  that  could  have  no  bearing 
on  the  present  question.  As  to  the  election  of 
persons  returned  to  serve  as  members,  the  Con- 
stitution has  given  to  the  several  States  the  power 
to  regulate  the  time,  place,  and  manner,  subject 
to  the  interposition  of  the  laws  of  Congress.  As 
to  the  returns  of  members,  there  is  no  limitation 
to  the  power  of  Congress  to  judge  of  theko. 
What  power,  then,  is  given  by  this  section  ?  A 
judicial  power  alone.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
ft&  election  and  a  return  are  entirely  distinet  aces;  | 


where  one  ceases  the  other  begins,  andm'ce  verecu 
Where,  then,  is  to  be  found  the  power  in  Con- 
gress of  prescribing  the  time,  plade,  and  manner 
of  making  returns?    That  sucfi  a  power  existed 
somewhere  could'uot  be  denied,  as  without  it  an 
election  would  be  nugatory.    Will  it  be  contend- 
ed that  this  power  is  vested  in  the  General  Gov- 
ern men  t,  when  it  is  not  recognised  by  a  idngle 
word  of  the  Constitution  ?    It  is  clear,  then,  that 
as  the  Constitution  is  perfectly  silent  as  to  be« 
stoiwin^  such  a  power  in  tli«  General  Grovern- 
ment,  it  does  not  belong  to  thlat  Government} 
Neither  was  it  necessary  to  carry  into  efiect  any 
power  specifically  given  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment,   tf,  then,  tbe  power  does  not  belong  to 
Congress^  and  it  must  reside  somewhere,  it  fol- 
lows frdm  the  theory  of  our  Gk>vernment  that  it 
must  belonsf  to  the  .States,  and  that  the  only  pow- 
er in  this  House  on  the  subject  is  to  judge  or  the 
rettirns ;  not  to  decide  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner in  which  they  shall  be  made,  much  leas  to 
dispense  with  the  regulations  which  the  States 
may  make  relative  to  them*.    But  it  ma^  perhaps 
be  asked,  how  the  judicial  power  of  this  House 
can  be  exercised  without  uniting  with  it  the  pow- 
er eonteiMled  foir  on  this  occasion  ?    To  this  in- 
quiry the  answer  is  easy.    The  right  to  judge, 
and  the  rule  of  decision  are  distinct  things^  and 
while  the  right  to  judsre  may  be  in  one  body,  the 
prescription  of  th«  rule  may  be  in  another.    The 
rule  in  such  cases  as  these  must  be  a  State  regu^ 
lation,  when  it  relates  to  points  on  which  the 
States  have  exclusive  legislaiion.    If  this  case 
relates  ton  business  in  which  Georgia  has  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  legislate,  there  can  be  no  other 
rule  than  her  legislation.    In  order  to  illustrate 
this  cafe,  suppose  good  rotes  should  be  ofiered 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  within  which  the 
election  Was  directed  to  be  held  by  State  laws, 
will  it  be  contended  that  this  House  would  have  a 
right  to  direet  them  to  be  received  ?    Or  that  the 
ConstUutional  rights  of  the  House  would  be  im- 
paired by  being  obliged  to  respect  the  regulations 
of  a  State  as  to  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
holding  elections?    Just  so  as  to  returns.    The 
Constitutional  rijB^ht  of  the  House  to  judge  of 
them  is  not  impaired  because  a  rule  of  judging  is 
prescribed  by  another  authority.  Nothing  is  more 
common  than  this;  it  is,  indeed,  a  leading  fea- 
ture in  all  the  political  institutions  of  the  United 
States.    The  power  to  judge  being  vested  in  one 
body,  and  the  prescription  of  the  rule  in  another* 
All  of  our  political  writers  have  considered  this 
as  one  of  the  most  ijnportant  features  in  our  in- 
stitutions.   If  we  can  dispense  in  this  instance 
with  the  time  fixed  for  receiving  returns,  we  may 
dispense  with  State  regulations  in  other  cases.  If 
we  can  dispense  with  one  rule,  we  can  dispense 
with  all;  and  while  the  States  are  constitutional- 
ly fixing  rules,  we  may  bedispensing  with  them — 
a  conclusion  at  which  common  sense  revolts. 

With  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  the  will  ex- 
pressed by  a  majority  of  the  good  votes  given,  it 
was  observed,  that  that  could  be  otily  ascertained 
by  some  legal  provision,  and  that  the  only  way  of 
gnatding  it  from  abuse  was  to  piestrre  the  iawi 


309 


mSft'ORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


31^ 


Dboember,  1805. 


Georgia  Contested  Election, 


H.  OP  R. 


of  the  State  ioviotate;  and  that  although  in  some 
few  instances  a  rigid  adtterence  to  therrt  might  be 
productive  of  some  hardKhip,  yet  in  its  general 
effects  it  would  be  productive  of  much  greater' 
good  ;  and.  it  was  added,  that  that  species  of  rea- 
soning was  as  novel  as  unt^ound,  which  went  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  a  State  by 
prostratin|r  the  laws  made  to  secure  them. 

To  show  that  the  law  of  Grebrgia,  limiting  the 
time  within  which  votes  should  be  received,  was 
obligatory  upon  the  House,  an  elalx)rate  argu- 
ment was  gone  into  io  prbve,  by  a  minute  dissec- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  that  masmiich  a^  all 
powers  not  expressly  given  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment were  reserved  to  the  people  of  the  Slates, 
ami  inasmuch  as  the  only  power  specifically  given 
related  to  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  nold- 
ing  elections,  and  not  to  the  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner of  making  returns,  no  such  power  resided  in 
Congress. 

From  air  this  reasoning  it  was  contended,  that 
though  the  House  h«d  a  right  t6  judge  of  the  re- 
turns of  it^  members,  that  right  must  be  exer- 
cised id  obedience  to  the  rules  fixed  by  the  Sti^te 
of  Q<eorgia,  which  constitutionally  possessed  the 
vower  of  prescribing  them,  and  that  they  must 
be  considered  as  cooclbsrve,  unless  revoked  or 
ttiodjfied  by  Congress. 

The  friends  of  the  .report  remarked  that  the 
power  of  the  Rocise  on  tliis  subject  was  vested 
by  that  part  of  the.  Constitution  which  declares 
that  "each  Hot:r^e  shall  be  the  jud^e  of  the  elec- 
tions, returns^aod  qualifications  of  its  own  mem-, 
bers;"  and  that  this  power  was  distinct  from  that 
which  gave  ultimateiy  to  the  Legislature,  in  case 
they  saw  fit  to  exercise  it,  the  power  of  determi- 
ning the  time,  place,'and  manner  of  holding  deo- 
tions.  The  words  "judging  of  returdS)"  were 
comprehensive,  unrestricted,  and  inclusive  ot  ev- 
ery step  incidental  to  making  returns.  The  power 
could  not  be  confined  to  the  mere  judging  of  the 
aothentieity  of  the  certificate  of  the  returning 
officer,  as  that  wbuld  be  nugatory.  It  must  like- 
wise include  the  manner  in  which  the  votes  were 
counted  in  districts ;  the  manner  in  which  they 
Were  transinitted;  the  place  appointed  for  receiv- 
ing them,  and  the  ascertaining  of  their  aggregate 
ilomber.  It  haid  been  truly  said,  (hat  where  the 
business  of  election  cedses.  that  of  the  returns  be- 

f'in  ;  which,  therefore,  must  be  considered  as  em- 
raciug  everything  after  the  votes  were  ffiven. 
As  soon  as  an  election  terminates,  the  candidate 
lis  elected,  the  only  thiog^  remaining  is  to  ascer- 
tain the  result,  and  this  is  done  by  the  returns 
made.    What,  then,  is  the  right  of  this  House  to 


lodge?    According  to  gentlemen,  theyr  bftve  not 
'     ife  of  the  certifica 

ive  not  a  rignt  to  11 
the  votes  are  transmitted;  but  of  all  this  the 


a  richt  to  judgi 
of  Geofj  * 


the  certificate  of  the  Officers 
gia';  they  have  not  a  right  to  judge  how 


Governor  is  to  judge,  under  a  la#  of  Georgia 
But  such  a  law  would  be  a  mere  nullity,  as  it 
would  be  in  direct  opposition  to  the  words  of  the 
Constitution,  which  gives  to  this  House  the  entire 
right  ofjudgingofihe  returns  of  its  members.  The 
faot  was  that  the  law  of  Georgia  could  only  be 
considered  as  constitttting  the  Governor  the  or- 


gan of  information  to  this  House,  which  is  the 
only  tribunal  to  which  ihe  returns  can  ultimately 
be  made.  So  considering  the  subject,  there  was 
no  reason  fur  the  remark,  that  the  principle  con- 
rained  in  the  report  went  to  set  aside  the  law  of 
Georgia.  Should  the  power  of  the  House  in  this 
case  be  denied,  it  would  prevent  us  from  investi- 
gating anv  case,  however  characterized  by  fraud, 
and  would  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  an  Executive 
officer,  the  power  so  guardedly  bestowed  oil  each 
House.  It  is  inquired  whether  we  will  set  aside 
the  law  of  Georgia  by  the  decision  we  are  about 
to  make;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  adoption 
of  the  report  will  hav^  this  effect.  The  law  of 
Georgia  says  that  the  Governor  shall  count  the 
votes  received  at  a  certain  day  ;"bui  it  does  not 
say  that  the  House  shall  not  count  those'received 
afterwatds.  We,  in  fact,  then,  carry  into  effect 
the  law  of  Gkorgia  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  only  in 
casedf  a  failure,  supply  the  deficiency.  Could 
there  be  a  doubt  of  the  principle  assumed  in  the 
report,  it  would  be  removed  by  ai  denial  of  it  giv- 
ing the  power  to  any  petty  officer  of  the  State, 
by  suppressing  the  votes,  to  deprive  the  member^ 
legally  elected,  of  his  seat.  Would  this  be  a  just 
principle  ?  Is  it  not  our  principle  thstt  a  majority^ 
shall  govern  7  And  is  it  liot  strange  to  say  that  a 
State  shall  have  the  right  of  violating  such  a 
principle? 

With  regard  to  a  return,  it  mip;ht  impljT  two 
things;  the  original  certificate  of  the  presiding 
officer  in  each  flection  district,  and  the  general 
certificate  of  the  whole  eleciion,  the  several  parts 
•of  v^hich  were  held  in  difierent  places.  It  was 
, necessary  that  these  several'ceriificates  should  be 
examined  by  some  general  authority.  As  a  mat- 
ter; therefore,  of  necessity,  some  authority  must 
reside  in  the  States  to  count  up  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes,  and  to  certify  the  persons  elected. 
This  power  was  vested  in  diff*erent  ways  in  the 
several  States.  Whoever  exercised  it  could  be 
onljr  considered  as  the  certifying  officer,  whose 
certificate  was  not  a  decision,  Imt  simplya  re-' 
turn,  subject  to  the  control  of  this  Hbuse,  which 
is  made  by  the  Constitution  the  judge  of  it.  The 
Constitution  says  the  House  are  to  judge  of  the 
returns.  Can  these  returns,  therefore,  be  conclu* 
sive  and  binding  upon  the  House  ?  If  so,  the 
power  of  judging  is  altogether  nugatory,  [f  we 
cannot  go  out  of  the  returns,  and  judge  of  any- 
thing not  in  them,  we  cannot  be  said  to  possess 
any  power  over  them.  But  the  words  of  the 
Constitution  are  precise;  giving  the  unrestricted 
power  to  judge.  The  House  then  may  receive 
other  evidence  to  satisfy  them  than  that  found  on 
the  face  of  the  retorns,  and  on  such  evidence  may 
either  allow  that  which  is  not  in  them,  or  disal- 
low that  which  is.  A  cas^  has  been  put  of  votes 
received  in  con t raven tidif  of  a  State  law,  after 
the  time  fixed  for  receiving  them,  and  it  has  beea 
said  that  these  votes  ought  not  tO  be  received. 
Why?  Because  the  time  of  holding  elections 
being  expressly  vested  in  the  State  Legislature^ 
io  the  first  instance,  and  Congress  not  having 
changed  the  prescribed  time,  the  State  regulation' 
mast  pi^vail.    But  let  the  case  be  pursued  fui- 
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ther.  Suppose  such  rotes  are  not  only  received, 
but  included  in  returns  made  to  the  Governor,  ha 
is  not  to  judge  of  the  legality  of  the  votes  given, 
the  State  law  only  directs  him  to  count  up  the 
votes  returned ;  whether  the^  ought  or  ought  not 
to  be  received  he  cannot  judge.  Of  this  the 
House  is  the  judge.  He  cannot  receive  evidence 
out  of  the,  returns;  he  therefore  counts  up  the 
rotes,  proclaims  the  person  having  the  highest 
number,  and  the  returns  are  forwarded  to  this 
body.  They  are  in  due  form;  but  votes  appear 
to  be  admitted  which,  by  the  law  of  Georgia, 
ought  not  to  have  been  admitted.  Is  the  House 
concluded  by  this  return  ?  Are  they  not,  on  the 
contrary,  empowered  to  go  out  of  it,  and  receive 
evidence  of  th«  fact  that  such  improper  rotes 
were  admitted  ?  No  one  will  deny  it.  Further : 
suppose  the  presiding  officer  to  have  refused  vo|es 
offered  in  time ;  soppase  he  had  refused  all  the 
rotes  given  for  a  ^candidate  in  several  counties, 
the  Governor  could  not  pay  any  attention  to  these 
votes,  for  his  certificate  must  be  founded  exclu- 
siuely  on  the  rotes  returned  to  him.  He  would 
be  obliged,  therefore,  to  certify  as  duly  elected, 
the  person  having  the  highest  number  of  such 
TOtes,  although  it  might  be  proved  thatihe  sup- 
pressed rotes,  if  counted,^would  have  giren  the. 
highest  number  to  another  candidate.  Could  not 
the  House,  in  this  case,  go  out  of  the  returns  of 
the  Gorernor,  and  allow  the  rotes  fairly  giren  to 
be  counted  ?  Is  the  election  to  be  affected  by  such 
omission  or  neglect?  Clearly  Qot.  In  the  pres^ 
ent  case,  the  rotes  in  question,  according  to  the 
law  of  Georgia,  were  lawfully  givei^^  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned.  Had  that  law  been. ob- 
served they  would  hare  been  returned*  In  one 
respect  poly  was  there  a  neglect  of  it.  Can  that, 
then,  be  said  to  be  a  riolation  of  the  law  of  Greor- 
^ia,  which  consists  in  sjfjyiug  effect  to  its  provis- 
ions where  they  have  failed  to  be  observed  ?  The 
ffreat  principle  in  judging  of  elections,  ought  to 
be,  that  the  will  of  the  people,  fairly  expressed, 
shall  govern.  And  that  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
prerail,  which  consists  in  giving  effect  to  good 
rotes^  rather  than  destroying  tbem.  This  is  the 
principle  of  the  report.  The  adoption  of  a  hos- 
tile principle  would  be  to  sacrifice  the  subittance 
of  election  to  its  mere  shadow. 

The  suggestion  that  the  principle  of  the  re- 
port is  calculated:  to  alarm  the  jealousy  of  the 
States  is  ideal.  The  judging;  of  the  election  of 
members  is  a  joint  authority,  residioff  in  the 
States  in  the  first  instance,  and  ultimately  in  this 
House.  If  the  controlling  power  does  not  reside 
here,  it  resides  no  where — there  is  a  blank  in  the 
Government.  It  cannot  reside  in  Georgia,  for 
the  power  is  not  concurrent^  and  if  not  here,  the 
Slates  must  inevitably Tnbrait  to  every  irregular- 
ity that  may  be  practised  by  subordinate  agents. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  law  of  Georgia  is  in 
force,  but  it  can  have  no  force  at  the  expense  of 
the  Conslituiional  power  of  the  House.  6ut  was 
that  law  complied  with  ?  If  so,  the  present  con- 
test would  not  exist. 

It  was  true  that  the  great'priaciple  Wasasouod 


one  which  separates  Executire,  Legislatire.  and 
Judicial  power.  This  might  be  an  argument  for 
the  institution  of  a  special  tribunal  for  the  trial 
of  contested  elections,  but  it  is  an  abundant  an* 
swer  to  show  that  this  has  not  been  done;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  the  Constitution  of  the 
General  .Government,  as  well  as  the  constitutions 
of'th^e  several  States,  have  made  the  legislative 
bodies  judges  of  the  elections  of  their  members. 

In  the  oourse  of  the  discussion,  rarious  prece- 
dents werequoted  fronll  the  Journals.of  the  House, 
some  of  which  were  considered  as  applicable  to 
one  side,  and  some  as  applicable  to  the  other  side 
of  the  question  at  issue.;  but,  on  a  full  examina- 
tion of  them,  ther  shed  so  faint  a  light  on  the 
subject  that  we  hare  considered  it  unDecessary 
to  notice  them. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  first 
member  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  viz:  <^That  Cowleb  Mead, 
returned  to  this  House  as  a  member  thereof  for 
the  State  of  Georgia,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat." — 
Yeas  68,  nays  $3 — as  follows : 

Y>A8 — ^Isaac  Anderson/ John  .Archer,  Dttvid  Bard, 
Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basset,  George  M.  Bedipger, 
Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bid  well,  Phanael  Bishop,  John 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph 
Bryan,  William  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John 
Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Joseph 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  Japes  Elliot, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findlej, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Jo- 
siah'Masters,  Nicholas  B.  Moore,  Johir  Morrow,  Gar- 
don  8.  Mumford,' Thomas  Newton,  joh.,  Gideon  Olin. 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  M^  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Riehards,  Thomas  Sammoiw, 
Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schnneman,  Ebeneier 
Seaver,  John  Smitie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Joseph  Stanton,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  John  B.  Vamnm,  Matthew 
Waltoii,  Robert  Whitehill,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Al- 
exander Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston, 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  James  M.  Broom,  John . 
Boyle,  Levi  Casey,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun.. 
Orchard  Co6k,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dav- 
enport, jun.,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  Ellis,  WU- 
liam  Ely,  Peterson  Gooilwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  Dsvid  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Ken- 
an, Michael  Leib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Pstrick  Ma- 
gmder,  Robert  Marion,  David  Meriwether,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger 
Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quin- 
cy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russel,  Peter  Sailly, 
James  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin,  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Daniel  C.  Vsrplanck, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickea, 
David  R.  WUliams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomaa 
Wynns. 

The  question  was  then  put  that  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
the  second  and  last  member  of  the  said  resolution} 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
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'  <*And  that  Thomas  Spalding  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  Hoasoy  as  a  Repteaentative  of  the  State  of  Georgia  i** 

Andtesolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  66,  nays 
62,  as  follows :         * 

Tbas — Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David  Bard, 
Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basset,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
Barnabas  BidWeU,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jun., 
Thomlts  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Bryan,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Joh'n  Claiborne,  Joseph  Clay,  John 
Olopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshieid,  John 
Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.£p- 
pes,  WilQam  PintUev,  J^mes  Fisk,  John  Fdwier,  James 
K.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gsay,  Andrew^regg,  Silas  Hakey, 
John  Hamiltbn,  Janpes  Holland,  David  HolipM,  John 
O.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Knijght,  John 
LaiQberty  Joseph  Lewis^jun.,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Res  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Thomas  Salmons,  Thomas  Sandfood,  Martin  G. 
Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith',  Joseph  Stanton,  Abram  Trigg, 
Killian  K.  Van  'Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  VarnuiQ,  Mat- 
thew Walton,,  Robert  Whitehiil,  Marmaduke  Williluns, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jnn,,  James  M.  Broom,  John 
Boyle,  Levi  Casey,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton^  ran., 
Orchard  Cook,  Richard  CutU,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dav- 
enport, jun.,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  Ellis,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  Peterson  €k>odwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Wil- 
liam Helms,'  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan, '  Michael 
Leib,  ^enry  W.Xitingston,  Patritek  Magruder,  Robert 
Marion,  David  Meriwether,  Jeremiah  Mon^w,  Jona- 
than O.  Moeefy,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  Jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josis^h  Quincy,.  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,' John  Russel,  Peter  Saiily,  James 
Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith,.  Heniy  Southard,  Ridttird 
Stanford,.  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart^  Benja- 
min, Talimadge,Bamuel  Tenney,  David -Thomas,  Uri 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Daniel  C-  Verplan'ck, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehilf,  Eliphalet,  Wickes, 
David. R  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas 
Wynns. 

Whereupon,  the  said  Thomas  Spalpino  took 
his  seat  in  the  Hou^e,  as  a  Representative  fot  the 
State  of  Qeoreia;  the  oath  to  support  the  Cpnsti- 
tution  of  the  Uaited  States  being  first  ad DortDister- 
ed  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  according  to  law. 


Thursday,  December  26. 

The  HoQS^  resolved  itsjelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bjU  for  the  relief  of  fid  ward 
Toppan,  Oeorge  Jenkins,  abd  William  Currier. 

The  bill  was  reported  without  ^meD4ment  and 
ordered  to  be  en'gjrpssed,  and  rea«l  the  third  time 
to-morfow. 

Mr.  FiNDLET,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections; 
to  whom,  it  was  referred  to  examine  the  certifi- 
cates and  other  credentfals  of  thef  members  return-' 
ed  to  serve  in  this  Hous^,  made  a  report,  in  parr, 
thereupon  ;  Which  was  ^ead  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  '^ 

The  Committee  of  the  Whqlff  House  to  whom 
was  committed,  on  the  seventeenth;  instant^  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  a  petition 
of  the  crew  of  the  late  United  States'  frigate  Phil- 


adelphia, were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof ;' and  the^  petitioners  bad  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

GENERAL  EATON. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  ^he  report  of  the  select  committee 
to  whom  had  been  recom'mitted  the  resolution 
respecting  Williatn  Eaton,  Esq. 

The  originai  resolution  is  in  the  following 
words: 

Xsteivedy  by  the  Senate  and  HousAof  RepreunUh 
tioea  of  the  Untied  Statee  of,  America  in  Conmee  as- 
eembkdf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  he 
requested  to  present  a  sword,  in  the  name  of  Congress, 
tp  William  Eaton,  Esquire,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
leading  a  small,  band  of  onr  countiymen,  and  others^ 
.through  thi  deserLof  Lybia,  on  an  expedition  against 
Tripoli,  in  conjunction  with  the  ex-Bashaw  of  that 
Regency ;  defeating  the  Tripolitan  army  at  Deme, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  small  part  of  the  Naval  force 
of  the  United  States,  and  contributing  thereby  to  a 
successful  termination  of  the  war,  and  the  restoration 
of  our  captive  fellow-citizens  to  liberty  and  their 
country. 

The  select  committed  recommended  amending 
it  by  substitutiug  ^a  gold  medal  with  suitable  de- 
vices," in  lieu  of  "sword."  and  striking  out  the 
^drd  ^  at,"  and  inserting  in  its  room,  "  taking  the 
citV  of." 

On  ai^reeiDg  to  the  first  amendment: 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said  he  was  far  from  wishing  to 
derogate  from  the  merits  of  Mr.  Eaton^  On  the 
contrary,  no  man  was  mpre  ready  to  bestow  the 
re  wan  I  his  gallant  and  good  conduct  merited. 
But,  when  he  consulted  the  Journals  of  Congre^ 
and  fouod  that  only  three  medals  had  been  con- 
ferred during  the  whble  period  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  in  which  our  libei'ties  and  independence 
had  been  achieved,  and  considered  the  occasions 
on  which  they  had  \^en  given,  he  could  not»con- 
sidef  the  present  case  as  entitled  to  the  same  ex- 
pression of  national  gratitude.  He  ^cohld  not,  for 
instance,  consider  the  taking  of  Derne  as  equal  in 
importance  to  the  capture  of  Cornwallis.  iti.  the 
ridore  reeed^  case  of  Captain  Decatur,  Congress 
had  only  given  a  sword,  though  that  officer  had 
carried,'  captured,  and  burnt  the^rigate  Philadel- 
phia, and  was  afterward  the  first  man  who  took  a 
gunboat  from  the  enemy;  which  exploits  were 
accompanied  by  exertions  such  as  have  scarcely 
been  precedented  in  similar  circumstances.  For 
all  ibis,  Congress  conferred  a  sword  only.  Mr* 
C.  said,  he  believed  that  there  had,  in  this  instance, 
been'  as  much  gallaptry  and  good  conduct  dis- 
played,as  ill  the  case  now  )>erore  the  Committee. 
He,  therefore,  thought,  the  reward  bestowed  Id  the 
one  case  would  be  aoequate  to  the  other.  For 
these  reasons/ he  should  be  obliged  to  vole  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  rose  to  express  his  coincidence 
of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
That'rewards  should  be  proportioned,  not  only  to 
th6  exertions  of  those  claiming  them,  but  lo  the 
dignity  and  imporlaoce  of  the  achievemeqt  which 
drew  them  forth,  was  not  less  true  than  that  merit 
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should  be  encouraffieid  wherever  it  might  appear. 
1  believe^  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  thegpnuemao  who 
is  the  object  of  this  resolution  would  ioBniiely 
prefer — I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaint- 
ance— I  judge  of  his  feelings  by  my  own — I  am 
persuaded  that  he  would  set  a  far  greater  value 
vponaay  testimony,  however  small,  of  the  unan- 
imous approbation  of  this  House,  than  on  the 
higliest  token  of  applause  which  a  bal-e  majority 
oould  give  him.  For  ibisTeason,  I  regret  that  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  has  chaui^ed  a  course  in 
AHThioh  all  seemed  disposed  to  follow  him,  for  one 
which  so  many. were  likely  to  disapprove.  ,  It  has 
been  stated  that  but  three  or  four  medals  had  baen 
•truck  during  the  Revolutionary  war;  oiie^  I 
believe,  for  Saratoga,  another  for  the  capitulation 
of  York ;  a  third,  perhaps,  upoti  that  occasion, 
more  august,  when  the  Uommander-in^Cbief  of 
our  Armies  came  to  resign  into  the  ban^s  of  the 
civil  authority  that  military  power  ^iih  which  he 
bad  been  intrusted  for  the  salvation  of  his  coun- 
try. I  have  always  understood  that  medals  were 
struck,  not  so  much  in  compliment  to  an  individ- 
ual, as  to  commemorate  some  great  national  event, 
and  we'are  now  called  upon  to  commemorate  the 
ffreat  national  event— of  what,  sir  ?  A  skirmish 
between  a  few  of  our  count rv men  and  a  handful 
of  undisciplined,  half-firmed  oarbarians.  As.  this 
question  is  rather  a  subject  of  taste  and  feeling 
than  of  argument,  I  shall  not  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee upon  it,  further  than  to  suggest  that  there 
is  a  true  and  false  sublime  in  politics  as  well  as  in 
poetry,  and  that,  by  attempting  to  soar'  too  high, 
we  shall  only  plunge  into  bathos. 

Mr.  BiowELL.— I  agree,  generally,  in  the  prin- 
ciple assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva? 
sia  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  with  regard 
to  the  apportionment  of  rewards  to  the  decree  of 
merit,  and  the  importance  of  the  act  performed. 
When  the  subject  now  under  consideration  first 
occupied  our  attention,  i^  appeared  to  me  that  a 
sword  was  the  proper  symbol  by  which  to  express 
the  national  griititude ;  but|  on  more  mature  re- 
flection, I  have  formed  a  contrary  conclusion. 
The  presentation  of  a  sword  would  appear  to  be 
more  appropriate  to  services  merely  military, 
while  a  medal  is.  more  characteristic  of  services 
of  a  mixed  nature,  performed  with  some  great  ob- 
ject in  view.  The  achievement,  which  is  the 
ol^ect  of  the  present. resolutipn,  is  not  merely  mil- 
itary, but  partly  military  and  partly  dlplonoatic. 
A  sword  would  not,  in  rank,  be  adequate  to  the 
enterprise  or  equal  to  the  service  performed.  This 
service  was,  in  a  great  measure,  -voluntary.'  An 
expedition  waft  undertaken,  in  connexion  with  the 
ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  and  with  the  tacit  consent 
of  our  Government.  Mr.  Eaton  commanded  the 
army  pf  the  ex- Bashaw.  For  these  reasons,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  a  medal  is  more  appropriate 
as  emblematici.l  of  the  gratitude  of  the  country, 
than  a  sword  would  be.  In  point  of  examples 
that  may  have  been  set,  I  shall  not  go  back  to  the 
Revolution,  to  inquire  into  the  distinctions  which 
may  have  been  then  made  in  rewarding  different 
degrees  of  merit  On  a  late  occasion,  we  have 
seen  a  medal  bestowed  on  Commodore  Preble. 


With  the  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  I 
agree  that  unanimity  would  add  highly  to  the 
gratification  of  the  gentleman  who  is  the  object 
of  this  resolution,  ana  it  would  be  certainly  high- 
ly gratifying  to  me  as  friendly  lo  it.  I  am,  there- 
fore, sorry  that  an  unanimous  vote  is  not  likely  to 
obtain;  I  merely  rose  to  state  the  reasons  wbich 
induced  jne  to  vary  the  motipo  from  lis  original 
shape. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Stanton,  the  resolution 
conferring  a  gold  medal  on  Captain  Truxtun  was 
Jtead: 

When  the  question  was  taken  on  striking  out 
"sword,"  and  in«ertiiig  a  **imedal  of  gold  with 
suitable  devices^''  and  passed  ia  the  affirmative— 
ayes  56,  nays  54. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  report  of  tne  select  committee,  which 
the  House  immediately  took  ic^to  consideration. 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  in  tl^e  amendment, 
'  Mr.  J.  CL»AYjose  to  express  a  hope  that  the  gen- 
tlemen in  the  nciajority  would  agree  to  conferring 
a  sword  instead  oTa  medal.  He  declared  himself 
as  anxious  as  any  gentleman  could  be,  to  bestoyiir 
in  this  case  a  prober  tribute  of  respect;  but  be 
could  not,  in  conscience  or  duty.. agree  to  award- 
ing a  medal,  apd  he-felt  himselt  under  the  neces- 
sitv  of  calling  for  the  .yeas  .and  nays. 

Mr.  Jaokson^ — Inasmuch  As  I  took  the  libertf 
of  expressing  my  approbation  Of  the  amend medt 
now  under  consideration,  when  this  subject  was 
previously  before  the  House,  and  am  flow  of  the 
opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted,  I  think  it 
proper  briefly  to  assign  my  reasons  for  the  vote  I 
shall  give. 

On  a  former  occasion,  I  was  governed  by  a  senli* 
ment  of  feeling,  having, at  the  same  time  a  regard 
to  precedents,  without  taking  into  view  the  case 
of  Captain  Decatur.  Without  derogating  from 
the  merils  o(  others,  I  consider  his  meri^  tp.be 
as  great  as  those  of  any  other  man.  F  am  qf 
opiuipn  if  others  of  not  greater  merjt  have  receiv- 
ed higher  testimonials  of  respeet :  if  we  have 
made  a  distinction  between  men  of  equal  meri^ 
and  assigned  to  subordinate  merit  the  same  re- 
ward as  to  those  who  have  nchievied  the  liberty 
.of  their  country,  it  is  time  to  stop.  It  is  extremely 
delicate  to  compare  the  merits  of  particular  men. 
where  all  have  deserved  svell  of  tl^eir  country,  and 
deserve  its  respect  ^nd  gratitude.  As  the  highest 
meed  is  due  to  those  who  have  reiidered  the  great- 
est services  to  their  country,  we  ought  not  to  as- 
sociate such  cases  with  tho^e  of  a  lower  grade, 
because,  we  thereby  impair  thjetestii^on  vol  grat- 
itude and  respect  so. justly  due  to  those  who 
achieved  our  liberty  and  independence. 

Mr.  VitBNOM. — I  agree  that  every  expression  of 
national  gratitude  ou^ht  to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
services  rendered ;  but  I  do  not  agree  that  it  ought 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the  rank  of  those  who  per- 
formed them.  This  circumstance  ought  to  noak^ 
no  difference  in  the  return  of  gratitude ;  or,  if  it 
did  make  a  difference,  .it  ought  to  idignify  raiher 
than  derogate  from  the  degree  of  merit.  There 
should  be  no  di^ecen^cei  whether  the  object  of  our 
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gratitude  were  the  highest  general  or  the  lowest 
«eafinel.  We  all  koow  that  Mr.  EetoD  was  in 
the  United  States  three  years  since ;  ^bat  he  then 
formed  the  project  of  embarkiog  the  ex*Ba»haw 
in  qar  service ;  and,  by  a  junction  o(  a  lafid  -force 
with  our  naval  armament,  to  insure  peace.  This 
^ojeet  was  rhougbt  by  amany  cbioaerical,  yet  he 
was  perinitted  toaitampt  ix.  I.Wtllaskif  a giealei- 
^ate^prise  has  l>een  undertaken  by  any  general 
whatever  than  that  executed  by£aton?  Look 
«t  tbe  whole  of  the  transaction,  t'roi&r  bis  ente^ine^ 
Bgypt  to  his  ffoinfif  on  board  the -frigate.  Look 
Bt  ttie  enterprise  ne  planned  i  i  ^o  not  say  it 
ought  to  have  been  warmly  eptered  into'  by  the 
Government;  but,  if  ..the  arrangements  he  bad 
made  bad  been  supported  by  two  or  three  thou- 
sand men,  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  they  would  have 
taken  Tripoli ;  perhs^s  a  less  number  would  have 
been- sufficient.  The  President  says:  ^^-Tbeband 
*  under  Elatoo,  and  tbeir' successful  enterprise  on 
'  the  city  of  Derne,  eonlributed,  do^btless,  to  the 
Vimpresfiipn  which  prpduced  peace.''  Look  at 
the  situation  in  which  w^  ytjll  ^HouLd  ba^e  been 
2iad.it  not  been  for  this  enterprise!  There  is 
nothing  to  justify  the  idea -that  ic  would  have^been 
in  the  po#er  of  our  nfivy  tp  reduce  our  enemy  to 
terms,  unless  by  the  vco-operaiian  of  some  force 
on  land*  I  believe  that  the  force  under  Eaton 
ha<|  a  greater,  efiee^  ths^n  the  whole  fleet  in  pro- 
ducins  peace.  Yet,  if  we  save  Preble  a  medal, 
for  Which^  I  most  cheerfully  voted,  by  whom 
■peace  was  not.effeoted|  shall -we  refuse  the  same 
reward  to  Eaton,  who  acapoiplished  the  object? 
I- do  not  believe,  since  our  existence  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  there  has  been  a  comparable  en- 
terprise. For  these  reasons;  I  tjrust,  the  amend- 
ment will  prevail. 

Mr.  Elmer.— I  am  not  very  friendly  to  thiiigs 
of  this  kind  ;  I  believe  we  may  be  too  lavish  in 
bestowiDg  them.  But.  iC^  on  this  occasion,  there 
is  to  be  anything  further  than. an  expressipn  of 
the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  the  services  ren- 
dered, a  medal  and  not  a  sword  is  the  proper  .tes- 
timonial. Of  this  gentlemen  .will  be  convinced, 
byattending  to  the  conduct  of  our  nation^  as  we|l 
as  that  of  other  nations.  A  sword  is  ffiven  for 
the  display  of  bravery,  to  inferior  officers;  or 
there  is  sometimes  given  a  brevet  commission.: 
We  recollect  that,  on  the  storming, of  S^ony 
Point,  General  ■Wayne  deceived  a  sword,  and 
those  who  beaded  the  forlorn  hope  were  reward-. 
«d  with  a  brevet  coimmission.  To  6eserre  the  na- 
tional thanks,  it  is  necessary  to  combine  success 
with  bravery.  A  medal  is  ezf^ressive  not  merely 
of  bravery,  but  of  bravery,  fortitude,  ated  wisdom ; 
to  merit  it,  there  idieald  be  a  eombinafik>i^  of  all 
three.  The  mere  taking  of  Derne,  ther elbre,  would 
not  alone  entitle  Eaton  to  great  praise)  but,  if 
everyibiiig  cotinected  with  the  plan  and  the  sue*- 
eess  which  crdwaed  it,  be  takjsn  into  considera- 
tion, and  anything  other  than  ihanksare  bestQwed, 
it  ought  to  be  a  medal.  If  "^word"  stood  in  the 
resolution.  I  should  be  against  it,  as  an  improfier 
expression  of  the  public  sentJAient* 

Mr.  J.  ILkNOOLi^a  offered  a  few  words  in  itz- 
plaoation,  apprehending  he  had  been  misunder* 


stood  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Varnum.)  It  was  far  from  his  intention  to  say 
that  rewards  should  be  a()portioQed  amongst  men 
according  to  raok.^  With  that  gentleman,  he 
would  be  as  ready  to  acknowledge  .merit  in  the 
private  sentinel  as  in  the  field  marshai.  It  waa 
in  the  dignity  of  the  action,  its  importance  and 
value  to  the  community,  that  he  should  look,  not 
ta  the  commissiod  of  him  who  performed  it. .  Acta 
of  heroism,  should  never  pass  unheeded,  but  every 
day  did  not  produce  a  Codes,  or  a  Muiius.  It  was 
to  preserve  some  proportion  -between  the  reward 
and  the  nature  and  value  of  the  service  that  he 
opposed  the  resolution  in  its  present. shape.  He 
wished  the  House  to  be  more  irugal  of  the  trefia- 
ure  of  public  applause ;  it  was  more  .p»eeiou8  than 
that  which  all  s^med  r#ady  enough  to  guacd.  la 
such. cases  it  was  always  safest  to  err  on  the  side 
of  economy.  Already  it  seemed  that  ,a  sworc^ 
presented  in  the  n^me  of  the  nation,  was  held  tue 
cheap  a  recompen.<e  for  ordinary  professional  ser- 
vice. 'Where  was  this  to  end  ?  The  utmost  pen- 
ury of  approbation  would  not  so  injure  the  tone^of 
public  sentiment  as  thiit  lavish  prodigality.  By 
being  too  niggard  of  praise,  enterprise  mi|rtit  b!e 
repressed^  and,  in  many  instatiQes,  merit  stifled  in 
the  germ  J  but,  too  great  a  profusion-,  of  honors 
would  almost  convert  them  into  a  disgrace.. would 
beget  an  overweening  vanity  fatal  to  real  great- 
nessi  Every  man  who  obtained  ^  trifling  advan- 
tage over  the  enemy  would  conceive  himself  a 
Moreau  or  a  Nelson.  By  setting  up  this  txansac- 
tion  as  the  n^  pUu  vitra  of  military  achieveiheut| 
as  the  pillars  of  Hercule9,  beyond  which  none 
m^y  pretend  to. pass,  we  did  more  Xo  check  the 
spiritof  adventurous  enterprise  than  if  we  took 
no  notice*  of  it  at  all.  But,  say  gentlemen,  the 
person  who  is  the  object  of  this- resolution  acted 
in  a  twofold  capacity,  civil  and  military,  and  a 
swojrd  is  exclusively  appropriated  to.  reward  mili^ 
tary  services.  But,  without  intending  a  ludicri>Qa 
allusion,  if  the  geDtleman  had  ncied  in  as  many 
capacities  as  Lady  Bonn tiful's  butler,  it  would 
not  alter  his  opinion  as  to  thernatoreand  value  of 
the  service,  t  If,  indeed,  there  was  such  a  polity 
oal  repulsion  as  the  gentleman  from  New- Jersejr 
seemed  to  suppose,  between,  a  medal  and  a* sword, 
like  chemical  bodi^,  having  no  affinity  to  each 
other,  we  should  l^avetagive  both  on  this  oeoa- 
sion.  and  have  to  4dd  a  vote  of  thanks  as  a  basis 
in  which  they  might  unite.  Who  eould  doubt 
that  acts  of  as  great  peraoual  prowess  had  b^ea 
perfortned  on  obscure  occasions^  as  in^  the  most 
important  engagements^  and  yet  the  one  descrip- 
tion of  service  was  genej-ally  overlooked,  whilt 
the  other  was  liberally  rewarded. 

The  caaeof  Gapiaip  Truxtun  had  been  cited; 
he  remembered  perfectly  to  have  voted  a^tnst 
it.  Of  Captain  PreMe^s  case,  he  had  no  distinct 
recollection;  he  had.no  b est lation,  however,  in 
saying  tba,t  the  -exploit  of  Truxtun  was  a  more 
proper  subject  for  a  medal  than  the  present,  and 
that,  without  entering  into  any  invidious  compar«' 
ison  of  the  conduct. and  valor  of  the  respective 
parlies,  it  might  be  considered  in  ihe  light  of  a 
rematkable  national,  event,  the  first  victory  of  an 
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infant  navf  over  an  European  force,  and  that 
forqe,  too,  said  to  be  superior  to  our  own.  Eirery 
Roman  history,  down  to  the  Compend  of  Gold- 
smith, had  recorded  their  first  sacce&s  against  the 
Carthagiuian  iieet.  We  might  ^o  on  lavishing 
honors  until  those  who  wore  the  .insignia  of  na- 
tional gratitude  would  become  the  multitude,  and 
those  who  were  without  them  the  select  few*.  He 
deprecated  this  waste  of  treasure,  which  was  tal- 
uable  only  in  proportion  as  it  was  sparingly  ueed. 
He  hoped  it  would  be  more  carefuUy  husbanded, 
for  he  feared,  unless  we  retrenched  in  this  article 
of  expense,,  that,  while  we  boasted  an  overflow- 
ing Treasury,  we  should  become  bankrupt  in 
reputation. 

Mr.  Varnum. — Gentlemen  seem  to  be  of  opin- 
ion that  a  medal  is  the  highest  testimonial  of -na- 
tiotial  ^ratitude^  I  think  differently.  The  high- 
est distinction  tbatcanVe  bestowed,  is  the  thanks 
of  the  nation ;  the  next  a  medal ;  and  the  last  a 
sword.  Gentlemen  will  find  that  this  is  the 
course  pursued  as  well  by  this  as  by  other  nations. 

Mr.  Kellt  next  rose.  He  said  I  view  the  af- 
fair in  a  very  different  light.  I  consider  it  of  great 
magnitude  and  national  importance,  i  I  consider 
the  repoct  of  the  committee  as  containing  nothing 
but  what  is  due  to  the  merits  of  the  gentlettian 
who  is  the  object  of  it.    We  know  that  the  Re- 

gsncy  of  Tripoli  was  at  war  with  the  United 
tates,  and  that  it  was  considered  necessary  to  fit 
out  an  armament  to  compel  that  Power  to  act  to-, 
ward  us  n\ore  consistentiV  with  the  principles  of 
justice.  In  the  course  or  the  operations  that  fol- 
lowed, it  was  the  misfortune  of  one^f  our  national 
vessels  to  fall  into  the  bauds  of  the  enemy,  and  of 
her  crew  to  be  taken  into  captivity.  Our  captive 
eitizens  were  in  a  distressed  and  perilous  situa- 
tion, exposed  to  all  the  hazards  of  any  attempt 
thkt  might  be  made.  An  operation  on  the  town 
of  Tripoli  was  conducted  in  a  gallant  manner  by 
Commodore  Preble.  On  that  occasion;he  not  only 
received  the  thanks  of  his  country,  which  gentle- 
men are  pleased  to  call  the  highest  reward  in  its 
power  to  bestow,  but  likewise  a  medal ;  nor  were' 
the  services  he  rendered  ou  that  oc  cast  on  too 
iitghly  applauded ;  for  kis  conduct  was  brtfve  aod 
gallant,  and  yet  he  did  not  effect  the  purpose  for 
which,  the  enterprise  was  formed.  Eaton  had 
displayed  talents  seldom  pnited  in  one  nian.  He 
had  not  ooljrxoncelved  a  plan,  but  had  conducted 
it  with  a  d^ree  of  propriety  and  gallantry  seldom 
to.be  met  With,  and  which  the  President  has  re- 
cognised  as  conducing  to  the  conclusion  of  peace. 
8uch  services  were  not,  therefore,' of  an  ordinary 
or  trifling  nature,  but  of  a  bigh  grade  and  char* 
acter.  I  take  the  enterprise  of  Eaton  toh^u  great 
national  event.  The  United  States  were  engaged 
in  a  war  attended  with  great  expense,  and, many 
of  our  citizens  were  in  .captivity,  suflering  great 
hardships.  Eaton  formed,  conducted,  and  carried 
a  plan  into  effect  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and 
the  release  of  our  captive  countrymen.  If  this 
is  not  a  national  event  of  some  consideration, 
which  merits  the  gratitude  of  the  nation,  I  know 
not  what  is.  It  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  the 
obtaining  of  peace,  so  long  the,  desire  of  the  Gov* 


ernment.  For  these  reasons,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  voting  for  the  amendmentj  and  I  only  regret 
that  there  is  a  division  of  sentiment  in  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment;  which  was  agreed  to— -yeas 
58,  nays  53,  as  /olio  ws : 

Tkas — 'Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isesc  Anderson,  Silas 
Betton,  Bsnii±»as  Bidwell,  PhAniisLBifihop,  John  Blake, 
Jan.,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  Clsiborae,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jiacob 
•Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,,  junior,  Peter.  Early,  James  Eiliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Ed- 
win Ghray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green^  John  Ham- 
ilton, Diurid  Hough,  James  Kell;^  Thonlas  Kenan, 
Nehemian  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Henry  W. 
Livingston,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,.  Jona- 
than 0.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  'Pitkin,  jr., 
Josiah  Quincy,' John  Rosflell,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
Eben^zer  Seavet,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  Lewis  B,  Sturges,  *  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Talfanadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracyi  KilUan  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  VarAnm,  Daniel  C.  Vdrplancky 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet  Wickes,^  Marmadnke 
Wiltianub  Nathan  Williams,  and  Joseph  Winston, 

Navs — John  Archer,'  Burwell  Basset,  Oeorge  M. 
Bedinger,  ThOmas  Blount,  Robert  Bfown,  Joseph 
Bryan,  William  Butler,  (}eorge  W.  Campbell,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Creorge  Clinton,  jun.,  Ezra  Darby, 
John  Dawson,  SUas  Borle,  John  W.  Bppes,  William 
Findley,  -John  Fowler,  Silas  Halsey,  WUUam  Helms, 
Daivid  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jenes,  John 
Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion,.  David  Meri- 
wether, Jeremiah  Morrow^  John  Moirow,  Gurdon  S. 
Mumfthrd,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph 
H.Nieholson,  Gideon  0]in,.John  Pugh,JohnRan4oIjMi, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacqb  Riqhards,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  -Sandford,^  James  Sloai^ 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Soutbatd,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  Stanford,  Abram  Trigg,  Matthew  Walton, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Alezsnder  Wil- 
smi,  and  Thomas  Wyuns. 

The.other  amendment  reported  by.the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,' to  strike  out,  in  the  said 
resolution,  between  the  words  *;armjr'*and  "Derne,'* 
the  word  "  at,^'  an(| '  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words  '^and  taking  the  city  of/'  was  upon  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Hockse. 

Mr.  Stanton  movea  (urther  to  am^nd  the  res- 
olution by  adding  the  following  words : 

"  By  which  heroic  achievement  he  has  diown  hhnself 
capable  of  uniting  inibrmatioa  with  talirint,  reflection 
with  ezperiMice,  and  stratagem  with  braveiy.-' 

This  amendment. was  disagreed  to— yeas  l,nay8 
101,  tl^e  mover  alone  voting  for  it. 

Mr.  SImilie  expressed  his  regret  that  on  a  subject 
that  so  eminently  called  for  unfanlmity,  and  on 
which  there  was  no  dilTerence.of  opinion  as  to  (he 
meritorious  services  of  Mr.  Eaton,  there  should  be 
such  a  diversity  with  regard  to  the  proper  tribute 
to  be  bestowed.  Considering  it  highly  desirable 
that  the  resoIutiAn,. before  it  received  a  final  vote, 
should  be  so  modified  as  to  unite  the  varying  opin* 
ions  in  the  House,  he  moved  a  recommitment  of 
it  to  a  select  eommittee. 
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<  la  this  motioD  the  House  concurred — yeaa  57, 
aays,  55,  when  the  resolution  was  recommitted  to 
the  saoae  committee  to  which  it  bad  been  previ- 
ottsijr  referred.. 

Friday,  December  27. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Setb  Hastings 
and  William  Stedman,  from  Massachusetts^  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credential^  werequahfied, 
and  took  tbeir;seats  in  tbe  Hotkse. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ed  ward  Top- 
pan,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Currieri  was 
read,  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  to,  provide  for  light-houses 
in  Long  Island  Sound,  a&d  to.  declare  Roxbury, 
in -the  State  of  Massac Qfisetts,  to  be  a  port  of  de- 
livery. The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment 
and  ordered  to  be  eogcosse^i  an4  read  tl^e  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  retened^  on  the  twelfth 
instant,  a  resolution  to  inquire  wnether  any  fur- 
ther compensation  ought  to  be  allowed  to  any*of 
the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax,  made  a  report 
thereon ',  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  the 
Conymittee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  was 
committed^  on  the  tenth  instant,  the  report  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Claims  en  the  petitions  of  .William 
Mattocks  and  of  Haines  French. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the.  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Survey.or  of  t^e  Public  Buildings  at  the  Ci^y  of 
Wash^pgton.  on  the  subject  of  tbe  si^id  buildings, 
and  the  application  of  the  moneys  appropriated 
for  them;  which  waa  read  and  referred  to  Mr. 
Nelson,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  JoueSj  Mr,  MAoannRB, 
Mr^  LBwia,and  Mr.  Hastinos. 

Ordered.  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  sixth  instant,  the  petition  of  the  Di- 
rep  tors  And  Ag^ls  of  the  Ohio  Company,  be  dis- 
charaed  from  the  further  coosideiation  thereof; 
and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Poblio  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  sixth 
instant,  the  petition  of  Anihohy  Benezet,  ^nd 
others;  and,  aft£r  some  time  sp^t  theraio,  the 
Coinmittee  rose  and  rejioited  prpgrefsa.    ' 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  CommiMee  of 
Claims  to  whom  was  referred,  qu.  the  fourth  inst. 
the  petitions  of  William  Mattocks  and  Haines 
French ;  and;  to  which  committee  it  was  also  re- 
ferred ioinqmre  whether  any  further  compensation 
ought  to  be  allowed' to  any  of  tbe  collectors  of.  the 
direct  tax ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  two  resolutions  there- 
upon ;  which  were  twice  read,  and,  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  9s  follow^; : 

"  Ruohedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitionsy  xeqpec* 
tively,  ought  not  to  be  granted.'' 

"  jiesohedt  That  no  fuurther  compensation  for  senricei 
performed,  or  expenses  incurred,  than  what  is  already 
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provided  by  law,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  collector* 
of  the  direct  tax,  or  any  of  them." 


Monday,  December  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  CHBieTorsEB  Clark, 
from  Viri^inia,  appeared,  produced  his  credentialS| 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Retolped  That,  tbe  Committee^  of  Commerce 
and  Mantliactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expedieney  qf  erecting  the  town  of  Oarien,  on  the 
AUamaha  river,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  into  a 
port  of  entry. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  providefor  light-boiises  in 
Long  Island  Sound,  and  to  declare  Roxbury.  iii  the 
State  .of  Massachusetts,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery, 
was  read  the  third  time^  %pd  pa^ed. 

A  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  public  lands,, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  tbnl 
farther  and  reasonable  time  may  be  aiipwed  them 
to  make  payment  for  the  lands  by  them  respectively 
purchased^  and  that  the  interest  due  thereon  m<iy 
be  relinquished.-:tReferred  to  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hous^ 
that  the  ^lenat'e  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  makingra  road 
firom  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  ;^'  to  which  tbey  desire  the  Qonour- 
rence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  claims  of  cit- 
izens of  the  United  Stat^  on  the  Qovemmeot  of 
Frapce,  the  payment  of  which  has  beep  assume4 
bv  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  conventioa 
or  tbe  thirtieth  of  April,  on^  thousand  eight  hpa- 
dred  and  three,  between  the  United  Stal€»andth9: 
French  B43public,''  with  several  am^pdmenU;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  tbe  Senate  to  the  bill  last  mentioned ; 
and  the  same  being  severally  reaa  4^  thq  Clerk's 
table,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  tbe  committee  appointed  on  t)i6 
twelfth  Instant,  to  whom  it  was  referred  "  to  con-, 
sider  and  report  on  the  expediency  of  making  prOr 
vision  by  law  for  the  application  of  the  money 
heretofore  appropriated  to  laying  out  and  making 
certain  public  roads,'*  be  dischaiifed  therefrom. 

Mr.  Oasaa  observed,  ibi^t  eonMd^rable  difi^cul- 
ties  had  arisen,  in  surveying  ih^  lands  in  Loui^ 
iana.  owing  tp  omissions  m  the.  law  passed  hf  , 
the  last  Congress,  and  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  had  rec.eived  a  letter  from  the  Sec^  » 
retary  of  the  Treasury  representing  these  circum-  - 
stances  Utid  stating  the  neeessiiy  of  lejgisJative 
interposition.    Mr.  G.  having  read  this  letter, 
asked  in  the  nanae  of  the  committee  and  obtained 
leave  to  present  a  bill  extending  the  powers  of  tbe 
Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  Was. read  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Wbolle. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  laying 
out  and-  making  a  roed  from  Cumberland,  on  ^e 
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Potomac,  to  the  river  Ohio,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday. 

TThis  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  appoint  three  Commissioners  to  lay 
ont  a  road  from  Cumberland  on  the  Potomac  to 
the  river  Ohio,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  four 
rods  in  width.  The  Commissioners  are  directed 
to  make  a  report  to  the  President  of  their  proceed- 
ings, as  well  as  the  expense  of  makins  the  road 
passable.  The  President  fs  authorized  to  accept 
or  reject  the  report  in  whole  or  part.  U  he  shall 
accept  it,  he  is  then  authorized  to  obtain  the  con- 
sent of  the  States  through  which  the  ro^d  inay. 
pass ;  and,  having  obtained  such  consen^,  to  make 
a  turnpike.  Fitly  thousand  dollars  are  appro- 
priatedf  payable  nrst  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
reservation  from  the  sale  of  lands  \rx  Ohio,  and. 
secondly,  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Unitea 
States,  the  last  sum  to  be  chargeable  to  the  pre- 
ceding fund.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  Re- 
turn J.  Meififs,  in  favor  of  allowing  the  Governor, 
Judges,  and  Secretary  of  the  government  of  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  compensation 
for  services  performed  between  the  adoption  of  a 
constitution  by  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  meeting 
pf  the  Legislature  under  thatconstitu^on. 

A  question  arose  whether  those  officers  should 
be  compensated  by  the  United  States  or  by  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

On  this  question  considerable  debate  arose: 
Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Morrow,  Biowell,  Sloan, 
Jackson,  and  Dana,  supporting,  and  Messrs.  J. 
Clay,  Stanford,  Smilie^  and  Alqton^  opposing 
the  report.  ^ 

Mr.  J.  Clat  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  that  Airther  time 
might  be  allowed  to  consider  tne  subject;  which 
motion  having  been  ne^tived'-r-ayes  69,  noes  59, 
Messrs.  J.  Clay  and  Smilie  again  spoke  against 
agreeing  to  the  report,  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  the  Committee 
rose  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  the  House 
granted. 

TvBSDAT,  December  31. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Matthew  Lton,  from 
Kentucky,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  consideration  of  Mr.  Sloan's  resolution 
to  lay  a  tax  on  slaves  imported  into  the  United 
States,  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  Unitea  States,  giving  the  information  re- 
quested by  them  relative  to  the  discharsre  of  State 
balances,  and  representing  that  New  York  is  the 
only  State  that  has  discharged  any  part  of  th« 
reported  balances,  and  that  she  has  in  consequence 
been  allowed  a  credit  of  $222,810  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 


Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that  a 

f public  road  may  be  opened  and  made  at  the  pub- 
ic expense,  so  as  to  connect  the  northern  extrem- 
ity of  Fourteenth  street,  in  the  said  city,  with  the 
public  road  leading  by  Rock  Creek  Church  to 
Frederioktown. — Referred  to  Me^rs.  Nelson^  of 
Maryland.  Steoman,  and  Bassett,  to  examme 
and  report  thereupon  to  the  Hotise. 

Mr.  Klliot  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Reiokedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide,  hj  law,  for 
fitting  and  preparing  — —  navy  yards,  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  on  or  near  the  shore  of  the  A^antie 
ocean,  for  the  reception  of  the  ships  and  ve«els  of  war 
of  the  United  Stotes. 

Referred  to  the  committee,  appointed  on  the 
fourth  instant,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the 
aggressions  committed  on  our  coasts  by  foreign 
armed  vessels;  to  the  defence  of  our  ports  and 
harbors;  to  the  building  of  seventy-four  ^ua 
ships;  and  to  the  prohibiting  of  the  exportation 
of  arms  and  ammunition. 

^  petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers  of 
public  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  between 
the  Miami  rivers,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain 
sections  of  land,  in  the  said  State,  which  they 
have  respectively  improved  and  settled.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and  what,  further  provision 
ought  to-be  made,  oy  law,  respecting  the  security 
required  of  marshals  appointed  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States,  for  the  faithful  perform«- 
ance  of  their  official  duties ;  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tallm^dge,  Mr.  Clark, 
and  Mr.  Lton,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pursu- 
ant to  the  said  resolution. 

The  House  airain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
sixteenth  instant,  the  memorial  of  Return  Jonathan 
Meigs,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  a  resolution  thereup- 
onj  which  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Re$otved^  That  the  proper  accounting  officers 
be  authorized,  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  €h>r- 
emor,  Secretary,  and  Judges;  of  the  late  Territory 
of  the  United  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
for  their  services  while  acting  in  those  capacities, 
respectively,  at  any  time  before  the  first  Tuesday 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight' hundred  and'chree. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill;  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 


same. 


JOHN  DORR. 


Mr.  Crowninsbield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  having  considered 
the  petition  of  John  Dorr,  of  Boston,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  referred  on  the  5th  instant,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report: 
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The  petitioner  etatee  that,  qb  the  6th  of  Augort  la^it, 
he  imported  into'  the  district  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
town,  in  the  ship  Jenny,  from  Antwerp,  four  boxes  of 
Patch  playing  cArds,  the  duties  of  which  -amounted  to 
nine  hundred  and  Ihirty-aix  dollars.  Being  ignorant 
of  the  existence  of  a^y  law  refusing  the'drawback  on 
the  exportation  of  playing  cards,  the  petitioner  actu- 
ally shipped  the  caids  for  the  Bast « Indies,  and.  applied 
to  the  custom-house. to  receive  the  debenture  c^tifi- 
cates,  when  he  was,  for  the  first  time,  informed,  that 
playing  cards  w^re  npl  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  draw- 
MU&.  He  pleads  ignorflnoe  of  the  law,  and  has  made 
application  to  Congress  for  relief 

The  committoe  find  that  playing  cards  are  refused 
the  drawback  on  exportaticm,  under  the  provision  of 
<*the  act  for  imposing  more  specific  duties  on  the  im- 
portation of  certain  artides,''  Ac^  pMsed  27th  March, 
1804,  which  act  was  ofikially  received  by  the  collector 
at  Boston,  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  went  into  operation 
on  the  1st  day  of  July  following.  From  certificates 
exhibited  in  this  case,  it  appears  it  did  not  occur  to  the 
collector,  at  the  time  of  liupm^t,  that  playing  cards 
were  not^entitied  to  the  drawbadc,  and  the  petitioner, 
«ko,  was  unacquainted  with^  the  law.  The  committee 
are  of  opinion,  however,-  that  t&e  petitioner  ought  to 
ha^e  known  that  such  a  law  was  in  force.  -  It  would 
then  have  been  at  his  own  option  to  have  reported  .the 
cards  for  exportation,  and  in  this  case  they  .might  have 
been  reshipped  in  the  same  bottom,  without .  being 
landed,  and  no  duties  whatever  could  have  been  de- 
manded upon  them. ,  The  same  4aw  which  prohibits 
the  drawback  op  playing  cards,  refuses  the  drawback 
on  foreign  fish  and  fish  oil.  The  importers  or  ^xport- 
•n  of  ti^ese  articles  mighty  with  the  4ai|ie  propriety, 
urge  complaints' aifainst  the  law,  and  request  a  feturn 
of  the  duties  in  cases  of  expwtation.  If  the  drawback^ 
on  playing  cards  is  granted,  it  would  be  fair  to  return, 
it  on  aU  the  foreign  fish  and  fish  oil-^xported  sinoe^the 
act  went  into  operation.  There  appears  to  have  been 
ample  time  for  the  law  to  have  been  general^  known; 
it  was  nearly  ^ghteen  moBAhs.firom  its  passing  to  the 
time  oi  the  exportation  of  the  {rfayiug  cards.  Although 
the  committee  are  convinced  tlut  the*  petitioner  vras 
not  informed  of  the  existence  of  the  law,  and  altfiough 
they  are  of  the  opinion  that  his  situation  is  an  unfor- 
tiBftate  one,  yet,  consideriAg  the  necessitj  there  is  of 
preserving  uniformity  in  dedsions  of  this  #ort,  .and 
taking  into  view»  also,  the  danger  that  would  arise  to 
the  revenue,  in  repealing  the  law  in  this  particular  .in- 
stance, without  extending  it  to  the  other  articles  naiued 
in  the  same  act,  they  are  satisfied  that  th^  relief  prayed 
for  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  reoommend  that  jthe 
peftitaoimr  have  leave  to  withdniw  his  petition. 

The  feport  wis  ag^reed  to,  tnd  the  House  ad- 
journed to  Thursday  next. 

TfiuasoAT,  January  2,  1806. 

I  The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
'  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  report 
',  OQ  the  memorial  of  Peter  Landais,  referred  to  Qiin 
^  by  order. of  the  House,  on  the  16th  ultimo;  which 
«  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
)   Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  presented  a  bill  (or  the  relief  of  the 
Gtorernoc,  Secretary,  and  Judges,  of  the  late  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  Btatea  Northwest  of  the  rirer 


Ohio;'  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
"  Mr.  Saillt,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  16th  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to  extend  juris- 
diction, in  certain  cases,  to  the  State  judges  and 
State  courts  i^which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  eighteenth 
ultimo,  the  .petition  of  eertain  actual  settlers  on 
lands  lately  sold  by  Congress  as  pre-emption  land% 
Jyin^  between  the  Miamies,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
l>e  discharged  from  the  consideration  thereof;  and 
that  the  ^id  petition  be  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Ways  aod  Means.   ' 

ARMY  REGULATIONS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  establishing  rules  and  arti- 
cles for  thegoTerngient  of  the  Armies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  by  sections. 

Co  reaching  the  eightn  article,  which  authorizes 
a  court  martial  to  punish  with  death  or  otherwise 
any  one  "who,  being  present  at  any  mutiny  or 
sedition,  does  not  use  his  utmost  endeavor  to  sup- 
press the  same,  t)r  coming  to  t^e  knowledge  of 
any  intended  mutiny,  does  not,  without  delar^ 
give  informatioa  thereof  to  his  commanding  offi- 
cer," Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  mored  to  strike  out 
the  words  ''death  or  otherwise," 

Messrs.  Vaenum  and  Nelson  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, whieh  was  disagreed  to  without  a  division. 

In  a  subsequent  article^  Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell 
moved  to  strike  Ojut  that  part,  which  authorizes  a 
court  martial  to  ^punish  with  death  any  one  who 
offers  violence  to  his  officer.   . 

In  support  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  Campbell 
reprpbated  the  idea  of  the  lives  of  citizens  being  in 
the  power  of  a  court  martial.  He  compared  ^1- 
diers  to  mere  machines,  from  the  severity  of  the 
military  law ;  he  said  almost  every  article  in  the 
bill  wak  stained  with  blood  ;  he  drew  a  parallel 
between  them,  and  the  civil  penal  laws ;  and  that 
when  men  know  how  small  offences  subjected 
them  to  deatl),  they  would  be  deterred  from  or  dis- 
gusted in  serving  their  country. 

Mr.  Southard  and  Mr.  Cook  followed  with 
similar  observations  and  arguments,  in  favor  of 
the  amendment.    ' 

This  was  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  R.  Nel- 
80.N,Mr.  SMiLifi,Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Tallmadqb* 

These  gentlemen  represented  the  necessii]^  of 
the  bill  standing  as  it  had  hitherto  done  in  this  re- 
spect. They  drew  a  picture  of  the  Arm^r  without 
discipline,  where  every  soldier  might  think  him- 
self at  his  own  disposal-rof  aaarmy  being  ordered 
to  attack  ihe  enemy,'- and  an  officer  refusing,  and 
drawing  his  sword  on  his  com  mending  officer.  The 
necessity  of  a  ^ode  of  laws  for  the  military  differ- 
ing from  the  civil  law  was  demonstrated ;  and 
having,  by  the  law  as  it  stands,  gone  through  the 
Revokitionary  war  with  success,  and  in  peace 
found  no  ill  consequence  arising  therefrom,  they 
thought  it  neither  prudent  nor  safe  to  adopt  the 
amendment 
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Mr.  Tallmadqe  said,  that  m  the  Revcdationary 
war,  the  disobedieqee  of  soldiers  to  their  officers' 
oommaDds,  had,  at  one  .time,  gone  to  such  a  length 
M  threatened  a  mntiny.  Tne  Adjutant  General, 
Lee,  was  strack  by  a  soldier  on  being  ordered  to 
do  his  duty.  The  commander  ordered  him  to  be 
tried  by  a  general  court  martial.  He  was  found 
ffuiity  and  sentenced  to  be  shot.  The  army  was 
arawn  ud,  to  attend  0e  execution ;  upon  the  spot 
appointea  for  that  purpose  General  Lee  interceded 
in  behalf  of  the  soldier,  who  was,  in  consequence 
pardoned.  '  This^  however,  produced  a  good  efiect 
in  the  army.  Mr.  Tallmaihse,  brought  forward 
other  instances  of  danger,  when  soldiers  were  not 
subject  to  aerere laws.  Soldiers,  he  observed^  w^re 
a  description  of  men  that  must  be  ruled  with  se- 
verity— and  though  officers  were  invested  with 
this  authority,' they  were  ever  cajreful  in  exerting 
it.  So  far  from  it,  that  an  officer  had'  an  esteem 
for  the  soldiers  he  commands — whil^  the  soldier 
himself,  acting  up  to  the  tenor  of  his  duty,  respected 
his  officer. 

The  question  being  now  called  for  on  Mr.  Cahp- 
bbll's  amendm'cBt,  was  lest.  The  affirmative 
only  20. 

As  the  Committee  progressed  in  reading  the 
bill,  numerous  amendments,  prindpally  verbal, 
were  made. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, and 
aeked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  MILITIA.     , 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  comn|iittee  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the.Sd  of  December, 
at  relates  to  the  organization  and  classification  of 
the  militia,  and  to  the  augmentatioii  of  ^tbe  land 
forces,  made  the  Ibllowing  report,  in  part :  ' 

In  idetioii  to  a  daaofication  and  new  oiganiiatioB 
of  ti^  militia*  The  most  CKtansive  view  of  tiiis  part 
of  the  sulQeet  which  has  oecuned  to  the  committee  is, 
a  dhiabn  of  the  militia  into  four  cleaies,  m  the  follow- 
ing maoBer,  vis:  those  between  eighteen  «id  twenty* 
one  yearn  of  age  to  oompese  one  class ;  those  between 
twenty-4»ne  and  twenty-six  to  eOmpoee  aseeond  daas ; 
4»oee  between  twentyrsix  and  thirtv-five  to  compose  a 
lliird  class;  and  those  between  thuty*fivs  andforty- 
ftve  to  oon^KMe  the  fourth  daas;  each  classto  be  under 
a  separate  organisation,  and  to  be  commanded  by  sep- 
arate corps  of  officers.  To  this  kind  of  organization,  as 
it  relates  to  the  first  class,  we  are  met  by  a  Constttutioaal 
objection.  By  the-  Const^tion  of  the  United  States, 
Congress  are  empowered  '<  to  proAdde  for  organiziiogi 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  reserving  to  the 
States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  the  officers.'' 

By  some  ^ of  the  State,  constitntions  it  is  provided, 
that  the  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  miMtia  shall  be 
dmsen  by  sneh  of  the  persons  who  compose  the  respec- 
tive eompaaies  as  are  upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  so  that  ^there  is  no  ConstitntioDal  provlaloQ  by 
which  sndi  States  can  appoint  officers  to  command  a 
daas  of  the  miiitia  composed  of  minors*  ^ 

Knowledge  of  tactics,  and  an  acquatntaiice  with 
sabordination  and  discipUnSi  are  acqubements  of  such 
importance  to  our  national  defence,  that  the  promotion 
of  them  among  the  militia  ought  to  be  a  primary  object 
with  the  Government,  and,  no  doubt,  is  exceedingly 


desirable  in  the  minds  of  the  individual  dtisens.  But 
such  means  ought  to  be  adopted  hy  the  €k>vemment 
as  are  best  caleulated  to  effect  the  object,  with  as  little 
fatigue  and  expense  to  individuals  as  the  nature  of  the 
caeowiti  admit  It  is  coneeiyed,  that  &e  fatigue  and 
expense  of  militavy  discipline  is,  in  a  very  great  degree, 
proportionate  to  the  popolatien  of  ttie  different  parts  of 
the  countiy  where  the  duty  is  peifoimed,  or,  in  other 
words,  it  is  proportionate  to  the  distance  each  individ- 
ual composmg  the  difibrent  corps  is  compelled  to  travel 
to  reach  his  place  of  parade.  Under  the  .prasent  or* 
ganiiation  of  the  militia,  diis  idea  is  fully  verified — the 
diflbreace  in  the  expense  of  militia  meetings,  in  those 
parts  .of .  the.  countiy  where  the*  inhabitants  are  the 
most  dispersed,  when  compared  with  similai  meet- 
ings, in  the  mora  pppulovs  parts,  is  very  apparent^  and, 
besides,  the  nature  of  the  case  ceinpefs  us  to  believe, 
that  the  same  cause  will  produce  a  similar  disparity  in 
military  acquirement* 

Thesoi  however,  are  evils  winch  grow  out  of  the  na^ 
Uure  of  the  case,  and  cannot  be  remedied,  but  by  tba 
increase  ofspopulation,  because  the  pondplef  of  the  or- 
ganization are  calculated  to  render  the  formation  of' 
the  different,  corpe  as  compact  as  is  consistent  with- 
proper  military  arrangements. 

By  the  organisatioa  and  classification  ef  the  militiai 
in  the  manner  which  has  been  named,  die  limits  of 
each  corps  must  be  extended  over  four  times  the  quaa- 
tity  of  tmitoiy  it  now  occupies,  and,  consequently, 
would  burden  the  dtisens 'with  a  proportionate  ad< 
ditional  expense  in  the  acquisition  of  a  competent  por> 
tion  of  military  information,  or  operate  as  a  proper 
tionate  pvevsntive  to  such  acquisitioa.  The  suligect' 
has  been  viewed  in  another  point  of  light-Hbat  is,  to 
call  on  the>two  senior  classes  to  exercise  but  onoe  in  a 
year,  so  as  to  proportion  the  quantum  of  exercise  to  the 
eslension  of  the  corps.  In  tfiis  case.  aU  the^evils  a^ 
tendanton.  the  extension  of  the  diiferent  corps  ever 
additional  territoiy  will  attach  -to  the  junior  classee 
which 'could  aHach  to  them  in  the  other  case,  and  the 
consequent  haaard  of  a  foilaie  in  discipline  will  remain* 

Militaiy  knowledge,  lihe  that  of  every  ether  science, 
without  practice,  is  soon  forgotAen,  and,  althongh  it  ie* 
not  probable  tiiat  the  whole  of  the  militia  wiU  be  need* 
ed  in  the  field  at  any  one  time,  yet,  in  oaasof  invseion^ 
it  is  very  possible  that  ail  m^  are  m  the^daitf  of  te 
assailants  may  be  neoesssiy ;  and,  as  it  is  uneeitain  at 
what  point  an  enemy  met  make  his  attack,  aU  ahoald 
be  prepared  to  ^meet  suui  an  evint  f  but,,  fcom  a  de6- 
denoy  in  discipline,  or  the  went  of  a  competent  know- 
ledge in  tactk»,  in  the  two  senior  dasses  only,  an  in^ 
peitant  opportunity  for 'a  qwedy  extsrmination  of  an 
enemy  might  be  lest,  and  the  Jivee  of  many  wauaUe 
dtisens  put  in  jeojievdv.  It  is,  tharefote,  believed  that 
this  experiment  is  inadmissible* 

Another  view  of  this  subjM  has  suggested  a  dsssifi- 
cation  of  the  militia  by  ages,  under  the  existing  oigani- 
sation,  for  the  sole  purpoee  of  designating  those  per- 
sons who  are  under  twenty-^  yeaie  of  age  aa  the  only 
proper  objects  of  militia  duty  in  the  field,  except,  in 
cases  of  great  emergency,  and  in  their  particular  vicin- 
age. Prom  eig^hteen  to  tweuty-one  years  qf  age  is  a  pe- 
riod of  life  in  which  the  young  men  of  the  United  States 
are  employed  in  completing  an  education,  in  pursuit 
of  mechanical  information,  or  in  acquiring  a  necessaiy 
acquaintance  witik  some  '<yther  branch  of  business,  oc- 
cupation, or  profession,  on  the  improvement  4>f  which 
they  calculate  to  obtain  a  subsistence.  Prom  twenty- 
one  to  <twen^-«iz,  diey  are  hnproving  their  previous 
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acquirements  in  their  varioue  ocenpstionB  and  profes- 
eions,  and  thereby  laying  a  foundation  for  a  decent  nrp- 
port  of  themeelTes  and  families  through  life  ;  ttus  is  a 
period,  also,  at  which  the  young  nKen  of  tiie  United 
States  generally  engage  in  inatriftiony,  and  become 
chargeable  with  ikm^ies,  all  which  renders 'their  time 
as  dear  to  them,  from  eighteen  to  twenty-six  ye&rs  of 
age,  as  at  any  other  period  of  life. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  an  arrangement  which 
would  compel  this  class  of  our  citizehs  to  bear  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  burden  bf  natiopal  defence,  might  just- 
ly be  deemed  a  departure  from  tiiat  principle  of  distri- 
butive justice  which  .ought  to  be  a  paramount  diarao- 
teristic  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

That  young  men  would^  better  endure  the  fiitigues 
of  a  long  campaign  than  those  more  advanced  in  life, 
is  not  doubted ;  but  "whether,  on  a  sudden  emergency, 
they  would  be  more  useful  in  repulsing  an  enemy  than 
an  e<iual  number  of  enrolled  militia,  on  an  average  from 
eighteen  to  forty-five,  is  a  question  of  doubt ;  S*,  how- 
ever, it  should  be  considereid  that  the  advanti^e  is  in 
ftvor  of  the  young  men,  it  is  confidently  believed,  that 
the  advantage  in  that  ease  to  the  public  would  be  of  a 
salBeient  magnitade  to  Justify  the  Government  inim* 
posing  on  them  such  an  unequal  burden. 

If  the  proposed  system  should  be  adopted,  the  total 
derangement  of  the  existing  (AgtiHiatien  ef  tfie  miUtia 
must  be  the .  conflequenoe.  It  may  be  proper  here 
again  to  remark  that,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  vested  in  the  Greneral  Government  the  power 
'<  to  provide  for  organiiing,  arming,  and  dtBcipUning  the 
militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be 
employed  in  the  sendee  of  the  United  dtatei^;"  but  Ihe 
same  article  of  the  Constitution  is  express  in  '*  reserv- 
ing to  the  States,  respectively,  the  appointment  or&e. 
officers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  .militia^  ac- 
cording to  the;  discipline  prescribed,  by  Congress."  By 
this  arrangement  in  the  Constitution,  the  powers  ne- 
oesearyto  produce  an  effi(»ent  nuHtia  are  divided  be- 
tween the  General  Government  and  the  State  gov- 
ernments. In  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in  tfie 
Oenetal  Government  on  Inis  euliject.  Congress  did,  in 
lbs  year  179S,  pass  an  aci  to  establish  an  unifoim  mi- 
litia thiMghout  the  United  States,  which  ptct  eeems  to 
emhraoe  aU  the  princ^les  in  the  case  delegated  to  Con- 
gress. Soon  after  the  passage  of  that  law  by  Congress, 
«  consideration  of  the  sul^ect  was  assumed  by  the  Le* 
gislatures  of  all  the  States,  and  laws  have  been  passd 
by  all  the  States  for  carrying  that  system  into  effect,  so 
that,  by  the  co-operation  of  the  General  Government 
and  the  State  governmente,  the  militia  are  now  com- 
pletely organized  and  oMcered^'throughout  the  Union. 
It  is  now  thirteen  years  since  Uiis  system  has  been  in 
operation ;  the  people  practising  under  it  have,  in  a 
great  degree,  become  acquainted  with  it,  and  attached 
to  it;  and,  in  many  parte  of  the  Union,  military  discip- 
line is  rapidly  progr.es8ing  under  it,  and  it  cannot  with 
propriety  be  doubted,  that  the  militia  of  ihe  United 
States,  under  the  existing  organization,  are  amply  com- 
petent to  a  defence  against  the  intrusion  of  any  invad-. 
ing  enemy.  To  derange  this  eystem,  then,  and  intro- 
duce one  totally  new  uid.  untried,  one  in  whidi  it  is 
not  certain  that  the  State  liSgislaiures  will  concur,  and. 
which  is  of  doubtful  a/iqpect,  as  it  relates  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  people,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, at  Uiis  important  crifis  of  our  aationai  afiaiis, 
be  putting  too  much  at  risk.  Tbey,  therefbre,  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution : 

Resohedf  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  measures 
for  the  classification  or  new  organization  oi  the  militia. 


Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday. 

COLLECTION  OP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Saillt,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  or  so  fac  amending 
the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating 
or  reminiq^  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  ana  disa- 
bilities accrued  in  certain  cases  therein  mention- 
ed/' as  to  extend  the  powers  vested  m  the  district 
fudges  of  the  United  States  to  the  judges  of  the 
ibdici^l  courts  of  the  several  States,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

That,  by  the  30th  section  of  a  law  of  the  UaHsd 
States,  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on.  imports 
and  tannage,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  any  persoiiy  having 
the  charge  and  command  of  any  ships  or  vessels,  to 
make  a  mort,  within  twenty-four  hours,  of  the  anival 
of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  and  within  forly-^ight  houfs 
after  such  arrival  to  make  another  report  in  form  of  afl 
the  particulars  required  to  be  in  a  manifest,  dec ;  and 
that  if  the  said  master,  or  o|her  person  having  the  oaia 
of  any  such,  ships  and  vessels,  shall  negleet  or  oaiit  to 
make  the  said  reports,  or  any  of  them,  he  shall,  for  eac^ 
and  eiiery  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  $1,0<M. 

And  also,  that,  b^  the  50th  section  of  the  said  kw, 
mastori  of  vessels  unloading  goods  without  a  peraoil 
shaU  forfeit  $400. 

That  1^  the  100th and  lOfi^aecKons  of  the  saM  net, 
goods,  wares,  end  merdtandsM  may  be  imported  in  Hie 
dastriote  on  the  northern  and  northwestern  boundaiiea 
of  the  United  States,  ia  vessels  and  boate  of  any  h»w 
deU)  and  in  raiU  and  oarriages  of  any  kind  and  nature^ 
subject  to  the  like  regulations,  penalties,  and  ibrfeilvMii 
as  in  other  diitao|B. 

YoUr  oomurittee  observe,  that  tiie  intercoune  by 
water  between  the  inhabfitants  on  the  frontier  of  "the 
United  States,  particulariy  of  the  district  of  Cfaamplain, 
and  those  of  Canada,  is,- in  many  instances,  effected  in 
small  boate  or  canoes,  not  ^exceeding  three^arters  of  a 
ton  burden ;  that  the  intereeuree  vrith  Canada  is  not 
conned  to  the  water  communication ;  that  at  the  place 
where  the  line  of  ferty-five  degrees  of  north  latitude 
separates  the  United  States  from  the  British  territory. 
Lake  Champlain  is  sixty  miles  distant  from  the  river  St« 
Lawience;  that  the  land  of  that  tract  is,  at  several 
pointe,  inhabited  on  both  sides  of  the  line. 

That,  by  the  act  under  the  consideration  of  year 
committee,  for  mitigating  or  jremitting  fines,  ^feiturea, 
and  disabilities,  any  person  that  has  incuned  ^e^  pen- 
alty, or  forfeiture,  by  force  of  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  laying,  levying,  or  collecting  any  dutiee 
or  taxes,  may  prefer  his  petition  to  the  judge  of  the 
district,  setting  forth  the  circumstances  of  his  case ; 
and,  upon  an  inquiry,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  waid 
judge  io  cause  the  fiicte  which  shall  appear  to  be  stated 
and  annexed  to  the  petition,  and  to  direct  their  timna- 
mission  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall 
thereupon  have  power  to  autigate  or  remit  ouch  fine 
and  penalty,  if,  in  his  opinion,  Sie  same  shall  have  been 
incurred  without  wilful  negligence,  or  any  intention  of 
fraud ;  and  to  direct  the  prosecution,  if  any  shall  have 
been  institjuted,  to  be  discontinued,  upon  such  term 
and  conditions  as  he  maj  deem  reasonable  and  just* 

Your  committe.e  further  observe,  that  the  revenue  dia- 
tricte  on  the  northern  frontier  axe  at  a  distance  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  miles  of  the  place  of 
residence  of  the  district  judges  and  of  the  diistrict  courto ; 
that  any  petitioners  firom  those  districto  would  be  forced 
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to  travel  firom  six  to  eight  hundred  miles  with  their  evi- 
dences, in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  con- 
templated by  the  law ;  that  the  persons  who  are  liable 
to  infringe  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of 
their  local  situation^  are  generally  poor,  or  in  veiy  mod- 
erate circumstances ;  that  they  have  not  the  ability  to 
bear  the  expenses  of  so  long  a  journey^ 

That  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  of  Lake 
Champlain  are  in  the  hab^t  of  transporting  their  pro- 
duce, such  as  pork,  butter,  and  cheese,  in  canoes  in 
the  summer  months,  and  in  sleighs. durifig  t^e  winter; 
that  the  distance  from  a  direct  route  by  land,  to  any  of 
the  custom-house  offices,  often  exceeds  twenty  miles ; 
that  in  many  instances  those  people  will,  through  ne- 
glect, ignorance,  or  necesaity,  unload  the  trifling  articles 
tiiey  have  imported  before  a  previous  declaration  to  the 
custom-house  is  made  ;•  in  which  case  they  are  Hable  to 
pay  a  fine  of  $1,000  for  not  giving  notice  of  their  ar- 
rival into  the  district  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  to 
pay  another  fine  of  $400  for  unloading  without  a  per- 
mit, 

That  the  inhabitant  of  the  frontier  may  and  wiU 
often  be  driven  by  want  to  step  over  the- fictitious  bar- 
rier, in  order  to  obtain  from  his  neigh^r,  across  the 
line,  a  single  bushel  of  com,  perhaps  the  pric^  of  his 
labor ;  that,  by  such  an  act,  the  poor  man  makes  him- 
-flelf  liable  to  pay  the  disproportionate  penalty  of  the 
law,  and  that  the  difficulty  or  imposnbility  of  petition- 
ing for  relief  is  a  stimulus  to  the  rapacity  of  a  wicked 
informer ;  and  that,  on  the  whole,  your  committee  be- 
lieve that  the  law  for  mitigating  and  remitting  penalr 
ties  is,  in  its  present  form,  nugatory  as  it  respects  the 
frontier  districts,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  those 
districts  are  totally  deprived  of  the  mea^is  of  obtaimng 
^relief. 

Under  these  impressions,  and  agreeably  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasury,  expressed*  in  his 
ifltter  hereunto  annexed,  your  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion' that  the  poweraof  Uie  district  judges,  and  of  the 
district  courts,  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  judgca  and 
to  the  judicial  courts  of  the~  several  Statea»  so  far  as  h 
respects  the  revenue  districts  of  Champlain,  Sackett's 
Harbor,  Oswego,  Genesee,  Niagara,  Buffalo  Creek, -and 
Presque  Isle;  and  they  have  prepared  a  bill  for  that 
pwpose. 

Tmabubt  DxrAKTxsHT,  Dee*  26,  1805. 

Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of*  the 
19th  instant,  respecting  the  propriety  of  extiending  the 
powers  vested  in  the  district  judges,  in  relation  to  the 
remission  of  forfeitures  and  penalties,  to  the  judges  of 
the  judicial  courts  of  the  several  States. 

As  those  forfeitures  and  penalties  can  only  be  incurred 
on  the  sea  border,  or  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the 
United  States^  it  is  only  on  that  frontier  that  the  dis- 
tance firom  the  residence  of  the  district  judge,  and  from 
the  place  where  district  courts  are  held,  renders  it 
ahnost  impracticable  for  the  parties  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  present  mode  of  affording  relief. 

The  inconvenience  has  been  remedied,  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  Territories,  by  act  of  last  session.  There 
18  a  district  judge  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  one  in  that 
of  Vermont.  The  only  part  of  the  frontier  where  there 
is  just  ground  of  complaint  extends  from  Lake  Cham 


Presque  Isle.    I  think  that  it  would,  on  the  whole,  be 
in  favor  of  the  revenue,  as  well  as  of  those  persons  who 


may  inadvertently  commit  some  breach  of  the  revenue 
laws,  were  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  courts,  in  those 
counties  which  include  the  above-mentioned  districts^ 
extended  to  all  seizures,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  aris- 
ing under  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States;  and- 
the  same  powers,  in.  relation  to  the  remission  or  .miti- 
gation of  such  penalties  and  forfeitures,  given  to  the 
presiding  judges  of  those  State  courts,  whidi  have  been 
given  to  tlie  judges  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States.     I  have  th^  honor  to  be,  dec., 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  PxTxii  SixLLT,  Chatrrufm,  4'C. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Toesday  next. 

Friday,  January  3.' 

A  memorial  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  praying  a  revisionj  alteration, 
and  amendment,  or  the  act, of  the  last  session,  en- 
titled '*An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the 
titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  and  District  of  Louisiana;"  that  legal 
provision  may  be  made  for  securing  them  in  the 
right  of  common,  in  certain  lands  contiguous  to 
their  settiementsi  that  the  holders  of  single  eoa« 
cessions  may  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing 
with  those  to  Whom  douole  concessions  were 
granted  by.  the  Gk)vernments  of  France  and  Spain; 
and  that  Congress  will  patronize  and  endow  pub- 
lic schools  for  the  education  of  youth  in  the  said 
Territory. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  tenth  ultimo, 
on  the  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans;  and  ttiat  Mr.  Robert 
Whitbhill  be  added  to  the  said  committee,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  John  .  Whitehill,  absent  on 
leave. 

A  petition  of  P.  H.  F.  Bastrop,  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Ocjeans,  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  praying  that  he  may  be  indemnified  bj  a 
grant  of  lands  or  money,  for  the  loss  of  an  exclusive 
privilege,  fi»ranted  him  before  the  eession  of  the 
said  Territory,  to  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes  for 
a  term  not  yet  expired,  and  which  exclusive  priv- 
ilege he  is  now  deprived  of  in  consequenee  of  the 
isaid  cession. — Referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, on  the  nineteenth"^ ultimo,  on  alterations 
necessary  in  the  "  Act  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes." 

A  memorial  and  petition  of  John  Douglass^ 
chairman  of  a  committee  of  sundry  electors  of  the 
£rst  election  district  of  Pennsylvania,  composed 
of  the  city  and  couaty  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
county  of  Delaware^  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,.  complainm|r  of  an  undue  election  and 
return  of  Michael  Leib,  one  of  the  members  re- 
turned from  the  said  .district  to  serve  in  tht» 
House,  for  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  House  a^in  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  rules  and  articles 
fo^  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Committee,  having  considered  the  remain- 
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ing  parts  of  the  bill,  section  by  section,  reported 
the  same  with  sondry  amendments,  which  the 
House  took  into  immediate  consideration,  appror- 
inff  some  and  rejecting  others ;  when  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  on  Thursday, 

Mr.  J.  RANDOLl^HDbserTed  that  he  bad  a  com- 
municalion  to  make,  which,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  required  the  galleries  to  be 
cleared ;  which  the  Speaker,  thereupon,  directed 
to  be  done. 

The  galleries  continued^  closed  till*  about  three 
o'clolsk,  when  they  were  opened,  and  the  House 
adjourned  till  Monday. 


Monday,  January  6. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  re- 
ceiTed  by  him  frora'Darid  Rumsey,  represehtfog 
that  his  son.  though  possessed  of  a  protection,  had 
been  impressed  by  the  British ;  and  that,  notwith- 
staqdioff  his  most  strenuous  exertions,  be  is  una- 
ble to  obtain  his  release.  The  letter  is  couched 
in  unlettered,  but  pathetic , terms,  and  Qoncludes 
in  the  following  manner:  *^ I  lost  an  estate  by 
'lending  money  to  carry  on  the  Revolutionary 
'  war,  and  I  suffered  everything  but  death  by  be- 
'  ing  a  prisoner  among. them  (toe  British)  in  Can^ 
'  ada.  I  lay  fifteen  moqrths  in  close  connnement, 
'  when  I  bore  the  rank  of  a  full  captain ;  and  if 
'  this  is  all  the  liberty  I  have  gained,  to  be  be^. 
'  reaved  of  my  children  in  that  form^  and  they 
'  made  slaves,  I  had  rather  be  without  \t.  I  hope 
'  that  Congress  wiH  take  some  speedy  methods  to 
'  relieve  our  poor  distressed  chiuiren  from  under 
'  th^ir  wretched  hands,  whose  tenderest  mercy  is 
*  cruelty."— Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 

Mr.  Cliaton  presented  a  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  New  York,  signed  by  their 
chairman  and  a  numerous'  committee,-  by  th^ 
unanimous  order,  and  on  behalf  of  a  general 
meeting  of  the  said  merchants,  stating  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  has  been  deeply 
aggrieved  and  injured,  and  the  memorialists  them- 
selves subjected  to  heavy  ^d  unforeseen  losses, 
by  the  new  assumed  ]>rinciple,  adopted  by  the 
British  tribunals  of  admiralty,^ "  that  neutrals  may 
be  restrained  in  time  of  war  to  their  accustomed 
trade  in  time  of  peace;"  a  principle  destructive  of 
the  hitherto  acknowledged  rights  of  neutrals,  and, 
especially^  subversive  of  the  whole  export  trade 
to  the  United  States:  and  that,  appealing  to  the 
universal  and  inviolable  principle  of  the  law  of 
nations,  ^  that  the  goods  or  a  neutral,  consisting  of 
articles  not  contra&nd  of  war,  in  a  neutral  vessel 
einnloyed  in  direct  trade  hetween  neutral  countries, 
ana  ports  of  a  beliigereiit  coontry,  not  invested  or 
blockaded,  are  protected,"  the  memorialists  oon- 
fide  in  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  the  National 
Government  to  devise  efficient  means,  for  main- 
taining aod  protecting  the  lawM  commerce  of 
tl^e  United  States,  and  for  placing  the  ports  and 
^arbors  thereof  in  a  state  of^ defence  and  security. 
,  '^Referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of 
Me  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Varhum,  from  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  the 
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organization  of  the  militia,,  the  augmentation  ci 
the  land  forces,  dtci.,  made  a  further  report  in  part, 
submitting  »  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  or  the 
militia  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

iThe  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
States  to  require  the  Executives  of  the  re- 
spective States  to  hold  their  quota  of  one  hundred 
thousand  militia  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  mo- 
ment'is  warning ;  authorizes  the  acceptance  of  vol- 
unteer corps  as  a  part  of  the  detachment,  and  ap- 
propriates-— dollars  for  the  purposes  of  the 
act.j 

Mr.  Nicholson  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  education  of  youth  14 
the  City  of  Washington,  stating  the  measures 
taken  by  the  board  m  the  establishment  of  an 
academ^,  and  the  contemplated  establishment  of 
higher  institutions ;  and  requestinjg^  Congress  to 
aid  their  views  by  the  donation  of^city  lots,  by 
authorizing  1^  lottery,  and  by  such  other  measures 
as  they  may  see  fit  to  lake. — Referred  to  a  com- 
mitj^e  of  five  members. 

r.  J.  Ranoolph  said  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the.  Treasury,  witb  various  accom- 
panying documents,  *  on  abuses  alleged  to  have 
takeo,  place  in  consequence  of  the  evidences  of 
the  publio  debt  being  receivable  in  payment  for 
tatkda;  and  on  the  vague  provisions  at  present  in 
fbrce  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  public  debt 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  Har- 
ing  made  a  brief  explanation  of  these  provisionsj  1 
Mr.  R.  presented  aiillto  repeal  the  act  to  author-  ]  '1 
izethe  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  vij  ^ 
payment  for  the  lands- of  the  United  States,  and* 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt, 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Thursday. 

'  [This  bill  provides  that  the  act  to  authorize  the 
receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt  in  payment 
for  the  lands 'of  the  Unitecf  States,  passed  March 
3, 1797,  and  so  much  of  any  other  acta  as  author- 
izes the  same,  shall  be  repealed  after  the  31st  of 
March  next,  and  that  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  shall  not  be  authorized  to  purchase 
the  public  debt  at  higher  rates  than  sixty  per  cent* 
of  the  nominal  value  of  the  three  per  cents.,  or  than 
the  nominal  valqe  of  its  unredtemed  amount  for 
any  other  species,  thfe  eight  per  cents,  only  except- 
ed, for  whicn  thev  may  give,  in  addition  thereto,  at 
the  rate  of  one  naif  or  per  cent,  on  the  nominal 
value,  for  each  quarterly  dividend,  payable  from 
the  time  of  purchase  to  Jan.  1, 1809.  At  the  close 
of  the  accomplmying  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  states  his  intention  of  submitting 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a  plan 
for  converting  the  three  per  cents*,  the  ola  six  per 
eents.,  and  t£e  deferred  stock,  into  a  new  stock, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per .  cent. ;  by  which 
means  the  whole  public  debt  contemplated  to  be 
discharged  at  a  certain  period,  may  be  extin- 
guished.] 

IMPRESSED  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  Crown  1N8HIBLD  observed  that,  at  the  last 
session,  there  had  been  a  return  made  to  the  House 
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of  the  American  Mamen  impressed  by  British 
vessels,  irbich  had  Bot  been  acted  upon.  Since 
that  period  these  impressments  had  increased  in 
«  most  astonishing  degree.  It  was  a  fact  that 
from  2,500  to  3,000  of  our  best  seamen  wfere  de- 
tained bv  the  British.  We  want  the  services  of 
this  useful  class  of  men.  Thar  the  attention  of 
the  House  may  be  drawn  to  the  subject,  in  order 
that  proper  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  Golr- 
^rument,  I  hare  drawn  up  the  followmg  resolu- 
4ion : 

Retolvedy  That  the  Seeretuy  of  State  be  directed  to 
lay  befoire  this  House,  a  return  of  the  number  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  who  have  been  impressed  or  detained  by 
the  ships  of  war,  or  priTateers  of  Great  Britain,  whose 
names  have  been  reported  to  the  Department  of  State 
since  the  statement  was  made  to  the  House  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  mentioning  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons impressed,  with  the  names  of  the  ships  and  ves- 
sels by  Which  they  were  impressed,  and  the  time  of  the 
impressment,  together  with  any  facts  and  circumstances 
in  relation  to  the  same  which  may  have  been  iieported 
to  him;  stating,  also,  the  whole  number  of  American 
seamen  impressed,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war  in  Europe,  and  induding,  in  a  separate 
eolumn,  the  number  of  passengers,  if  any,  who  may 
•hate  been  taken  out  of  American  vessels  coming  to 
the  United  States  from  Buvope. 

Mr.  Elliot  said  that^  in  seconding  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman'  from  Massachusetts,  he  felt  it  a 
4uty  to  express  a  hope  that  the  resolution  wolild 
not  only  be  adopted  with  perfect  unanimity,  but 
•tiiat  we  should  no  longer  stop  at  the  precise 
point  of  the  adoption  of  a  simple  resolution^  call- 
-ms  for  information  on  (this  interesting  subject. 
^  The  information  which  was  laid  before.%e  House 
•t  the  last  session,  with  that  which  has  since  been 
deriyed  from  the  pubKc  papers,  has  produced  a 
4oad  ^pression  of  public  inuignation,  which  it  is 
our  duty  to  echo  with  energy.  To  prefer  every 
eomeqQence  to  insult  and  •  Mbitnal  wrongs  is  a 
aentiment  of  the  Executive,  which  has  been  nd- 
mitted  even  by  its  opponents  to  be  correct  and 
•iMHiorable.  Has  the  time>  arrived  when  it  has 
beeome  indispensably  necessary  t6  reduce  .this 
principle  to  practice?  Do  we  suffer  insult  and 
habitual  wrong?  Our  merchants  call  loudly  for 
the  redress  of  injuries.  I 'hope  we  shall  redress 
them.  Let  us  extend  to  them  the  arm  of  national 
protection,  but  let  us  extend  it  also  to  another 
class  of  injured  ditizens ;  while  we  give  it  to  the 
rich,  let  us  not  withhold  it  from  the  poor.  The 
groans  of  our  impressed  fellow-citizens  mingle 
with  the  murmurs  of  every  gale  from  the  ocean! 
The  queen  of  that  element  ought  no  longer  to  be 
suffered  to  bespangle  her  diadem  with  the  tears  of 
American  seamen,,  or  to  substitute  her  will  and 
her  interest  for  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations. 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  upon  this  subject,  we  shall 
take  an  attitude  worthy  of  the  nation ;  an  attitude 
not  to  be  abandoned  but  by  obtaining  complete 
justice. 

The   resolution  was  then  agreed   to  unani- 
mously. ^ 
GONTBSTED  ELBCTION. 

Mr.  FtiioLEV,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Doug- 


lass, praying  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  a  commission,  to  set  in 
Philadelphia,  for  ^he  purpose  of  investigating  the 
election  of  Michael  Leib,  returned  as  a  member 
of  this  House  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  if  the  same  )>e  found  illegal,  a  new  election 
may  be  granted,  reported,  that  haTing,  according 
to  order,  had  the  same  under  consideration,  tl^y 
submit  the  following  report: 

A  petition  against  the  election  of  any  peiaon  letumed 
as  a  member  of  tfie  House  of  EepreseotatiTes,  ought 
to  state  tiie  ground  on  which  the  election  is  contas^d, 
with  such  certainty  as  to  .give  reasenaUe  notice  thereof 
to  the  sitting  member,  and  to  enable  the  House  to  judge 
whether  the  same  be  yerified  by  the  proo^  and  if  proyed, 
whether  it  be  sufficient  to  vacate  the  seat;  and  the  pe> 
titioner  ought  not  to  be. admitted  to  give  evidence  of 
any  fact  not  substantially  alleged  in  his  petition. 
'.  In  the  present  case,  Uie  petition  contains  no  direct 
or  specific  charge  of  an  illegalitv  in  the  election.  The 
only  allegations  are  general  aha  indirect;  that  is,  by  a 
history  of  the  proceedings  of  certain  meetings  and 
committees  of  electors,  and  by  reference  to  a  subjoined 
report  of  one  of  those  committees  and  the  documents 
accompanying  it,  Which  documents  appear  to  be  seven 
ex  parte  depositions,  not  admissible  in  OTidence,  and 
not  deemed  proper  to  be  <^nsidered  as  parts  of  the  peti- 
tion, by  being  generally  referred  to  therein. 

The  oommitiee  are  of  opinion,  that  on  such  a  peti-  - 
tion  there  can  be  no  satis&ctoiy  trial  of  the  merits  of 
the  election  in  question;  and  theroforii  reoommend  the 
IbUowing  resolution:  « 

Resohedy  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  the  papers  ticcompanying  the  sane. 

The  House  immediately^  took  the  resolution 
into  consideration^  and  agreed  to  it  without  debate 
or  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  RANOOLpn  the  galleries 
were  cleared  *  about  one  o'clock.  The  doors  con- 
tinued closed  until  a  short  time  beyond  the  usual 
Siriod  of  adjournment,  when,  on  motion,  the 
ouse  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  January  7. 

The  House  spent  the  morning  in  the  reception 
and  reference  of  petitions. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  gal- 
leries were  cleared  at  about  twelve  o?clock,  and 
continued  closed  until  the  House  adjourned,  about 
the  usual  hour. 


Wbdmbbjoat,  January  8. 

Mr.  Marion^  from  the  committee  appoint^cl  on 
the  sixteenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  passed  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  Be* 
cember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  four,  so  far  as  the  saYne  relates  to 
authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charleston,  to  im- 
pose and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels 
from  foreign  ports ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next 

Mr.  Tallm ADQE,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  thirty-first  ultimo,  presented  U'  bill  relating 
to  bonds  given  by  marshals ;  which  was  rted  t  wios 
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and  <iomiDitted  to  ft  Comtnittee  of  ike  Whole  on 
Moaday  ni&zt. 

A  messagefrDm  the  Senate  infornied  the  House 
tbflt  the -Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  provide  for  light-hooses  in  Long  Island 
Socind,  and .  to  declare  Rozbary,  in  the  State  of 
MassfttehnsettB,  to  be  a  port  of  cleltvery)"  with  an 
«mettdiiieiit ;  to  which  they  desire  the  conenr- 
lenoe  of  this  Hbase. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL,  from  the  oommiUee  to  whom 
was"  committed  a  resolution^  relative  to  William 
BatDvi)  submitted  the  fuUowing  resolution : 

ReMkftd,  by  the  Smaie  and  Bifu$e  ef  Rtprenentih 
tive^'ofihe  United  Siatisin  Ccnsree9  aesembied,  That 
the  thanks  of  Congrsss  be,  and  hetebj  ate,  presented 
to- William  Baton,  and  his  brave  assooiates,  Ibr  their 
distinguished  sernees,  in  the  late  ezpeditien,  planned 
and  conducted  by  him  against 'Tripoli,  in  the  exeour 
tibn  of  which  they  iharched  firom  Bgypt,  through  the 
d^rtof  )[«ybia)  and  with  the  co-operatiim  oftheex- 
Biishaw,.and  the  assistance  of  a  small  part  of  the  naval 
foh»  of  the  tTnited  States,  defeated  the  Tripolitan 
'  army,  took  the  city  of  Deme,  and  essenti^ly  contri- 
buted to  the  termination  of  the  war,  and  the  restora- 
tion of  our  captive  fellow-citizens  to' liberty  and  their 
country.  .  ' 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
'  on  Saturday. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr*  Varncm  observed  that  it  Would  be  found, 
by  the  militia  returns,  that  there  was  in  some  parts 
of  the  Union  a  consideraole  deficiency  of  fire-arms. 
That  inquiry  might  be  mUde  into  this  Subject, 
and  proper  arrangements  be  made  for  correcting 
the  evil,  he  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  measures  are  necessary 
lobe  adopted  to  complete  the  arming  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States. 

The  House  immediately  took  tl^is  resolution 
into  consideration,  and  agreed  (o  it,  with  a  modi- 
fication, suggestea  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Smitb,  referring 
it  to  the  committee  charged  with  that  part  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  which  telates  to  the 
militia.  • 

Mr.  Varncm  said,  that  the  inquiry,  directed  to 
be  mad^  by  tbis  resolution,  might  be  facilitated, 
he  would  tnove  the  following  resolution : 

Reaolved,  That  the  Secretory  of  War  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  HoUse  a  stotement  of  the  number  of  fire- 
arms fit  for  Use,  the  property  of  the  United  Stotes,  de- 
signating the  places  where  they  are  deposited* 

This  resolution  was  immediately  agreed  to. 

ARMY  REGULATIONS. 

The  bill  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
was  read  the  third  time.     <  - 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  suggested  as 
proper  to  be  made. 

Mf.  O.  W.  CAMPBl^iL  moved  te  recommit  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee,  with  the  view  of  modi- 
fying ft  so  as  to  render  more  definite  th^  powers 
6f  courts  martial,  and  particularly  that  the  power 
of  inflicting  the  punishWent  of  death  should  be 
more  guardedly  bestowed. 


This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Fisk,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Conrad,  and  Earlt  ;  and  k)St 
-r-yeas  '44,  nays  57. 

Mr.  Smilie  then  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
89th  article  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  verbal  amendments 
previously  suggested. 

This  motion  was  carried — yeas  65,  nays  47; 
and  the  article  made  the  order  for  this  day :  When, 

At  the  request  of  Mr  J.  Randolph,  thegalkries 
were  cleared  abput  two  o'clock,  and  remained 
closed  till  near  4  o'clock,  when  the  House  ad* 
journed. 


TRimsDAY,  January  9. 

Mr.  G£tEGQ,.from  the  committee  appointed  on 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
a  Naval  Peace  Establishment^  having  obtained 
leave,  submitted  a  bill  in  addition ^o  ati  act,  en* 
titled  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  providing 
for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and  Tor  other 
purposes ;  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  ot 
(he  whole  House  dn  Tuesday. 

[This  bill  repeals  the  second  and  fourth  sections 
of  the  act  recited  in  the  title,  authorizes  the  Pre- 
sident to  keep  in  actual  service  in  time  of  peace 
so  many  of  the  frigates  and  other  public  armed 
vessels,  as  in  his  judgment-  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice may  require^  and  to  cause  the  residue  to  be 
laid  up  m  ordinary,  in  convenient  ports — directs 
the  public  armed  vessels  in  actual  service  in  time 
of  peace  to  be  officered  and  manned  as  the  Presi- 
dent shall  direct,  provided  that  the  officers  shall 
not  exceed  thirteen  captains,  nine  masters  icom- 
mandant,  seventy-'two  lieutenants,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  midshipmen,  who  are  to  receive  no 
more  than  half  their  monthly  pay  while  not  under 
orders  for  actual  service,  imo  provided  that  the 
whole  number  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen, 
and  boys,  shall  not  exceed  nine  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five I  the  President  being  at  liberty  to  appoint 
for  the  vessels  in  actual  service,  as  many  surgeons, 
surgeons'  mates,  sailingnaasters,  chaplains,  puners, 
boatswains,  gunners,  aailmakers)  and  carpenters, 
as  may  in  his  opinion  be  necessary.] 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  (Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  89th  article  of  the  bill  establish- 
ing rules  and  articles  of  War  fbr  the  government 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Having  verbally  amended  this  article,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  the  House  confirmed  the  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  the  article,  so  amended,  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  rending  to  day. 

The  House  took  into  eonsrderation,  and  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Sensite 
to  the  billpFoviding  light-houses  om  Long  Island 
Sound.  The  bill  therefore,  only  requires  the  sis^ 
nature  of  the  President,  to  be  alaw.  The  amend- 
ment directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
have  the  liffhts  so  constructed  artobe  distinguished 
from  all  other  lights  in  the  neighborhood. 

When,  about  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Thomas,  the  ^lleries  were  cleared.  They 
remained  closed  untilfour  o^lock,  when  the  House 
adjourned*    . 
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FfiiDAT,  January  10. 

The  eighty-ninth  article  of  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  was 
brought  up,  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

Resolved^  That  the  said  bill  do  passj  and  that 
the  title  be,  ''An  act  for  establishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Commoa  Council  of  Alexandria,  praying  that 
the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  relative  to  quarantines  may  be  extended 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  there  may  be 
erected  at  Jones'  Point,  the  necessary  buildings  for 
the  accommodation  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 
and  that  a  general  quarantine  establishment  may 
be  made  at  Jones'  Point,  at  the  public  expense; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  certain  proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  rel- 
ative to  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  and  the  im- 
position of  postage,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Post  OflSce  committee. 

At  about  13  o'clock  the  galleries  were  cleared^ 
and  continued  closed  until  past  3  o'clock. 


Saturday,  January  11. 

The  Spbaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  exhibiting  a  statement  of 
the  ntimber  of  fire-arms,  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statesjfit  for  use,  designating  the  places  where 
they  are  deposited ;  by  which  it  appears,  that,  exclu- 
sive of  the  arms  in  the  hands  ot  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  there  are  deposited  in 
various  places:  113,501  muskets  with  bayonets, 
3,666  rifles,  62  fusUs,  1,938  pair  of  pistols,  and  918 
carbines. 

This  communication  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  arming  of  the  militia. 

A  short  time  after  eleven  o'clock,  the  galleries 
were  cleared.  They  continued  closed  until  four 
o'clock,  when  the  House  adjourned. 


^  Monday,  January  13. 
Several  Ipietitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
counties  of  Randolph  and  St.  Clair,  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  were  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 

graying,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  that  the 
iurveyor  General  of  the  United  States  may  be  di- 
rected to  run  a  line,  commencing  at  a  place  called 

Payssa.  above  Cahokia,  and  ending  at river, 

below  Kaskas)cia,  in  such  a  manner  as  will  include  > 
all  the  settlements  made  between  those  two  points; 
and  that  the  land  Which  shall  be  so  included,  may' 
be  exempted  fsom  the  mode  of  survey  and  terma 
of  sale  to  which  the  other  public  lands  of  the  Uni-« 
ted  States  are  subject.-r-Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  Message,  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  comprising  a  statement  of  the  I 
measures  of  the  Executive  relative  to  obtaining  | 


the  co-operation  of  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli 
against  the  reigning  Bey,  and  the  application  of 
the  ex-Bashaw  for  compensatioo  for  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States  accompanied  by  various 
elucidating  documents. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mr. 
JosEPQ  Clat,  Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  Mr.  Roobk 
Nelson,  Mr.  CaawNiNSHiELD,  Mr.  Gabnett,  Mr. 
FiSK,  and  Mr.  Dickson. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read, 
stating  that  great  oppression  and  injury  has  arisen 
to  sundry  citizens  of  the  said  State,  m  consequence 
of  a  claim  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  certain 
lands  lying  within  the  boundary,  of  Georgia;  that 
the  rights  of  Georgiahave  been  no  less  afiected  and 
violated  thereby,  and  pfd^ing  that  Congress  will 
interpose  and  ctfuse  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north 
latitude  to  be  ascertained,  and  the  line  b^weea 
the  two  States  to  be  plainly  marked. — Referred  to 
Mr.  Spalding,  Mr.  Gboroe  Washimoton  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  Thomas  MooRB,  Mr.  Stanford,  and 
Mr.  Eppes;  to  examine  and  report  their  opinion 
thereu|)on  to  the  House. 

Abottt  twelve  o'clock  the  galleries  were  again 
cleared  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson.  The  House 
did  not  rise  till  near  five  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  January  14. 

The  House  commenced  their  proceedings  this 
morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  in  secret  sitting,  hav- 
ing yesterday  adjourned  while  the  doors  continued 
closed,  and  while  confidential  business  was  de- 
pending. ^  ' 

The  House  continued  sitting  until  three  o'clock, 
when  the  doors  were  opened,  and  an  adjournment 
ensued. 


Wednesday,  January  15. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  an  account  of  the 
grant  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  fpr  the  contin- 
gent charges  of  Government,  by  an  .act  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Gt>vernment,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eignt  hundred  and  five.  Th« 
Message  was  read,«nd  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  the  report  of 
the  Director  of  the  MiDt,  of  the  operations  of  that 
institution,  during  the  last  year.  The  Message 
was  read«  and,  together  with  the  report  transmitted 
therewith,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
i  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  t)ie  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  instant, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  peti- 
tion or  Peter  liandus,  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof;  and  that  the  said  report  and 
petition  be  referred  to  the  Committee  or  Claims. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bidwell,-  who  ob- 
served that  he  had  a  communication  to  make  that 
required  closed  doors,  the  galleries  were  cleared 
about  twelve  o'clock,  and  remained  closed  till  four, 
when  the  Hoose  adjourned. 
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Tbursdat,  January  16. 
Mr.  J.  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  an  additional 
appropriation  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  ap< 
propriation  for  the  naval  service,  during  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five :  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
his  report  on  the  petitions  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Customs  of  the  cities  of  New  York,  Baltimore, 
and  Philadelphm,  referred  to  him  on  the  fifth  anu 
twenty-third  of  December  last,  and  on  the  eleventh 
instant. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  tenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Georgetown,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 
Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of^passing  a  law,  declar- 
ing the  assent  bi  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Caroling, 
passed  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  December  one 
thausand  eight  hundred  and  three,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  perfect 
titles  to  lands  reserved  to  this  State  by  the  cession 
act,  and  that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  re- 
port by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  ALdTON,  Mr.  G.  W.  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  Chittenden^  Mr.  Trioo,  and  Mr.  Lyon. 
be  appointed -a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said 
resolution. 

A  memdrial  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of 
r  thecity  of  Philadelphia,,  was  presented  to  the  House 
i  and  read,  stating  the  extreme   embarrassments 
Which  have  arisen  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
/States,  in  consequence  of  the  new  assumed  prin- 
i  ciples  by  the  belligerent  Powers,  respecting  the 
'lights  of  neutrals,  and  the  restrictions  thereby  im- 
jiosed ;  that,' under  the  pressure  of  these  evils,  and 
the  piracies  aud  depreaattons  committed,  both  in 
Ihe  European  and  West  Indian  seas,  on  their  law- 
ful commerce,  they  look  with  confidence  to  the 
protecling  arm  of  GoTernment,  and  pray  that  effi- 
cient measures  may  be  devised  to  maintain  the 
•  rights  and   vindicate  the  honor,  of  the  United 
States. — Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the-state  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  author- 
ize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  in 
payment  for  the  lands  of  thd  United  States;  and 
lor  other  purposes  relaittve  to  the  public  debt ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  re- 
ported the  bill  without  amendment. 


Friday,  January  17. 
Mr  Gregg,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twenty-sev- 
enth ultimo,  the  memorial  and  petition  of  .the  Di- 


rectors and  Agents  of  the  Ohio  Company,  made 
a  report  thereon ;  which  w^  read,  and  considered : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  prajrer  of  the  memorialists, 
so  far  as  respects  their  application  for  twenty  mile- 
square  lots,  ought  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  they 
have  Ifaveto  withdraw  their  memorial. 

Mr.  Tennbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  presented  a  bill  further 
to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  for 
establishing  tradiDg^houses  with  the  Indian  tnbes;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

A  memorial  and  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  counties  of  Randolph  and  St.  Clair,  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  were  presented  to  the  House 
and  re^d,  suggesting  the  expediency  of  a  division 
of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  the  erection  into  a 
separate  Territorial  government  of  a  part  there- 
of; of  the  formation  of  a  Western  State;  of  the 
admission  of  slavery  into  the  said  Territory,  either 
unconditional  or  under  such,  restrictions  as  Con- 
gress may  impose;-  and,  also,  praying  redress 
against  certain  oppressive  acts  oi  the  Executive 
authority  of  the  said  Territory. — Referred  to  the 
committee  appointed,  on  the  nineteenth  ultimo,  on 
a  letter  from  William  Henry  Harrison,  Gover- 
nor of  the  Indiana  Territory. 

Mr.  Gregg  said,  that  he  had  early  in  the  session 
offered  a  resolution,  which  bethought  had.  been 
at  the  time  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.  Finding  that  this  was  not  the  case,  he 
rose  to  move  that  it  should  be  so-  referred.  This 
resolution,  as  follows,  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion —  ayes  58.  noes  21 — and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  first  Monday 
in  February. 

Mesohed,  That  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  reg-  ; 
ulating  the  grants  of  land,and  providing  for  the  dispoflal ' 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,"  sb  appropriate&any  portion  of  said  lands  ibr 
the  purpose  oiaatufymg,  quieting,  or  compensating  any  \ 
claims  to  the  said  l^mi,  derived  from  any  act,  or  pie-  ] 
tended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  neither  recog-  \ 
nised  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  between  i 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  nor  em- 
braced by  the  two  first  sections  of  the  abovementioned 
act,  be  repealed. 

BRITISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  had  a  motion  to  make 
which  required  the  galleries  previously  to  be 
cleared. 

The  galleries  were  accordingly  cleared,  and  con- 
tinued so  for  about  two  hours ;  when  the  doors 
were  opened,  and  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  presented  by  Mr  C61es. 

This  Message;  beinff"  partly  of  'a  public,  and 
partly  of  a  confidential  nature,  the  galleries  were 
cleared  for  a  short  time,  while  the  latter  part  was 
read.  The  doors  being  again  opened,  the  Clerk 
read  the  former  part  of  the  Message,  relative  to  Bri- 
tish aggressions  on  neutral  rights.  The  Message 
contams  a  copy  of  a  letter  transmitted  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  April  1, 1805, 
on  the  impressment  of  American  seamen ;  and  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  Mr.  Men- 
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rOe,  dated  April  12, 1805,  oo  the  doctrine  lately 
set  ap  by  BrUaio«  relative  to  neutral  trade.  Be- 
sides these  papers,  the  Message  enclosed  memorials 
from  the  merchants  of  New  York,  of  Newbury- 
port,  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  Charleston,  and  from 
the  United  Insorance  Company  of  New  York, 
from  the  Newport  Insurance  Company,  and  from 
the  Norfolk  Marine  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Thomas  mored  the  reference  of  the  Mes- 
sage to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  «tate  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  ^fICHOL90N  observed  that  a  subject  inti^ 
mately  connected  with  that  of  the  Message  had 
been  already  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means ;  and  moved  the  reference  of  the  Mes- 
sace  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Thomas  replied,  that  the  memorial  from  the 
merchants  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia on  the  samesubiect,  had  been  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  09  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  of  reference  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  was  taken  and  passed  in  the  neg- 
ative—ayes 29. 

Mr.  NicHOLBOK  then  moved  to  refer  (he  Message 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Crowninahield  said  he  could  not  conceive 
why  a  reference  should  beiaaade  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  It  had  no  connexion,  or  a 
very  remote  connexion,  with  revenue.  Suriely,  said 
Mr,  C.  we  are  not  going  to  settle  our  difference  on 
this  point  by  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  He 
concluded  hj  moving  a  reference  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Dana  observed  that  the  Message  embraced 
two  distinct  points,  one  relative  to  spoliations  on 
our  trade,  which  might  go  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  the  other,  relative  to  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen,  which  would  most 
properly  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  N10HOLS6N  varied  liis  motion  in  the  way 
sttfl»e8ted  by  Mr.  Dana. 

The  House  concurred  in  his  tHotion  to  refer  so 
much  of  the  Messac^e  as  relates  to  spoliations  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^ayes  59, 
noes  13. 

So  much  of  the  said  Message  as  relates  to  the 
impressment  of  seamen  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  seven  members. 

Mr.  Grboo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  di- 
rectors and  agents  of  the  Ohio  Company.  The 
report  states  that  since  the  date  of  the  memorial 
legislative  provision  had  been  made  for  all  the  ob- 
jecu  prayed  for,  except  one.  This  is,  that  a  grant 
may  be  made  in  aid  of  schools,  of  a  lot  of  land 
twenty  miles  square,  in  lieu  of  the  existing  appro- 
priation of  land.  The  report  concludes  witn  a 
resolution  that  the  prayer  of  th^  memorial,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  application  for  a  lot  of  land  of 
twenty  miles  square,  ought  not  to  be 'granted. 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  report, 
and  concurred  iu  it  without  division. 

Monday.  January  20.    . 
Mr.  Olin,  one  of  the  Representatives  from  the 
State  of  Vermont,  presented  to  the  House  certain 


resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said 
State,  proposing  an  article  of  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  slaves,  or  people  of  color,  from  any 
of  the  West  India  islands,  from  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica, or  elsewhere,  into  the  United  States,  or  any 
part  thereof;  which  were  read  and  ordesed  to  lie 
on  the  table. 
Mr.  Stanley  moved  the  following  resolution: 
lUsolved,  Thit  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  rsquested  to  canse  to  be  laid  before  the  House 
a  general  rettun  of  all  and  singolar  the  warl&e  stoteSy 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  within  the  same, 
comprehending  ordnance  for  garrisons  and  floating  bat- 
teries, of  iron  and  braas,  from  a  forty-two  pounder  to 
cannister,  grape,  Sec,  with  carriages  and  implementa» 
describing  the  condition  of  the  same,  whe^er  fit  or 
unfit  fiir  serrioe,  noting  the  place  of  deposit,  and  under 
whose  direction ;  mortars,  howitzers,  b«ds,  and  trafel* 
ling  carriages,  of  difierent  calibres,  fiom  nine  to  two 
p<mndeis,  with  czinleers,  boxes,  tmnbiels,  amdranitioif 
wagons  with  harness,  noting  where  situated  or  deposit- 
ed; shot,  shells,  grape,  and  canniiter,  attached  to  the 
different  calibres  as  above;  ammunition  and  composi- 
tion of  powder  in  magazines^  arsenals,  and  gun-houses. 

OrderedL  That  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  tha 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jaokson. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PoUie 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  legal  adjudication  of 
claims  set  up  by  persons  in  virtue  of  purchasesi 
or  transfers  from  purchasers,  of  lands  of  the  Uoi* 
ted  States,  previous  to.  the  emanation  of  grants  . 
under  their  authority. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Gk>T* 
ernor.  Secretary, and  Judges,  of  the  late  Territory 
of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Obia 
The  bill  was  reported  without  aqiendment,  and 
ordered  to  i>e  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-roorrow« 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  taking 
the  oath  and  giving  bond  in  cases  of  drawback, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and,  after  sometime  spent 
therein,  the-Committee  rose  and  reported  thd  said 
bill,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  and  the  bill 
was  recommitted  to  the  (Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures; 

An  engrossed  biH  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  naval  service,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  -five,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  a  bill  makinjar  an  additional  appropriation  to 
supply  the  d^ciency  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
naval  service  during  the  year  1806.  ' 

The  Chairman  having  read  over  the  bill,  Mr. 
Nicholson  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum 
of  $350,000,  remarking  that  this  sum,  added  to 
that  already  appropriated,  amounted  to  9^00,000, 
which  constituted  the  entire  deficiency  for  the 
last  year. 
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This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  dehate — 
yeas  78. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment  to  the  bill  with  the  abore  amendment,  which 
the  House  immediately  took  into  consideration, 
and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grbqo,  the  House  went  into 
a  Committee. of  the  Whole  pn  a  bill  to  extend  the^ 
powers  of  the  SurTeyor  Qei^eral  to  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Gh£oo  stated  that  the  object  of  this  bill  was 
to  place  the  people  of  Louisiana  with  regard  to 
the  public  lands  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
people  of  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and. Orleans, 
which  object  had  not  beeu  attended  to  in  the  acta 
of  Congress  recently  passed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Qreqo  moved  several  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to.  accommodating  the  verbal  lan- 
I  of  the  bill  to  that  made  use  of  in  the  other 


and  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parks,  i^  new  section  was 
introduced,  allowing  claimants  of  land  either  un- 
der the  French  or  Spanish  Goverumentj^,  or  de- 
rived from  actual  settlements,  or  from  other  sourr 
ces,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  to  give  evidence  of 
their  claims  and  have>  the  same  recorded,  and  de- 
claring all  other  claims  null  and  void  forever.    . 

Mr*  Grego  mov^d  so  to  amend  th^  bill  as  to 
allow  a  salary  of  $400  to  the-  principal  snrvey^f j 
in  consideration  of  bis  being  obliged  to  keep  an 
office,  and  being  thereby  disabled  from  executing 
many  surveys  himself.  , 

Motion  lost— veas  26. 

Some  dtheir  subordinate  amendments  wete  made, 
when  the  Committee  rose^and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to*  the  bill,  with  sundry  amendments. 

The  House  immedis^tely  coneidered  the  veport, 
and  concurved  in  all  the  amendments,  except  that 
for  introducitig  a  new  section,  offered  by  Mr. 
Pabejb,  to  which  they  disagreeq,  only  ten  mem- 
bera  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr-  Gasoa  renewed  his  amendment  for  allow- 
ing a  salary  of  $400  to  the  principal  survey ojr, 
which  was  disagreed  to — ^veas  42,  nays  43. 

Ordered^  That  the  biU  b^  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

EIIZABISTH  PECKHAM. 

Mr.  Cap(wvi|i0Hi».n,  from  the  Committee  of 
Conavieree  and'  Manvlactiures,  having  conaidered 
the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Peekham,  of  Nprtb 
Kingstpn,  in  thie  State  of  Rhode  Isbnd,  widow 
of  Benedict  Peckham,  referred  to  them  by  the 
Hoaaeof  Renreaenutivea,  on  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber, submitted  thc^  following  cepoct :  ^ 

The  petitumer  states  thai  her  hasbuid,  Benedict 
Peckham,  in  iihe  month  U  Angvt,  18ai,  sailed  frem 
Bhode  Island  oi^  a  vo^ge  to  the  Wast  Indiesy  and  im- 
pofted  from  thenee,  into"  Washington  districti  North 
Caiotiiia«  about  Iwehty-tvro  hog^ada  of  rum,  and 
there  eptered  and  landed  the  s^une,  and  gave  bond 
with  William  Ross,  as  surety  ftr  the  duties,  amounting 
to  six  hundred  and  eighteto  dollars  and  forty-four 
cents*  That  the  markets  not  answeiing  the  expecta- 
tjpna  of  the  said  Peckhami  he  reshippf d  the  said  nun, 


and  took  passage  therewith  himself  for  New  Yoric, 
about  the  18th  of  February,  1802.  That,  soon  after, 
a  ▼iolent  storm  came  fm^  and  without  doubt  the  vessel 
and  every  person  on  board  were  lost,  as  they  have 
never  been  heard  of  since  that  time.  That  (he  said 
Ross  was  obliged  to  pay  the  duties  on  the  rum,  and 
commenced  his  action  therefor,  and  attached  a  dwel- 
ling-house and  four  acres  of  land,  situated  in  North 
Kiiigston,  in  Rhode  Island,  on  which  die  petitioner  re* 
sided  with  her  children,  and  obtained  judgment  on  his 
suit,  and  caused  the  house  and  land  to  be  sold  at  auc- 
tion. The  petitioner  further  states  that  the  said  Peck* 
ham  died  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  ti^  remainder  of 
his  estate,  and  that  she  with  her  six  children  are  turned 
ont  of  their  home  in  consequence  of  this  dedaioD. 
*  The  petitioner  prays  that  the- amount  of  du^  on  the 
tisenty-lwo  hogsheadii  of  ram  may  be  relbnded. 

The  oommittee  consider  this  as  a  hard  case,  and  if 
their  humanity  fJone  was  to  be  consulted  oa  the  o&> 
casioa,  they  could  not  hesitate  to  recommend  that  the 
wished  fcMT  relief  should  be  granted ;  bat  they  oaiimoi 
venture  to  recommend  a  deviation  from  the  invariable 

Sractice  ^f  the  House  on  all  similar  applications.  The 
ecisionfhave  been  founded  on  strict  commercial  jus- 
tice. When  articles  are  imported  and«bonded  at  the 
custom-house,  the  duties  form  a  part  of  their  valuOt 
and  immediately  become  an  insurable  interest.  In  the 
case  under  consideration,  the  rum  might  have  been  in- 
sured, (although  it  is  not  stated  that  it  was  insuredp 
and  the  loss  would  have  fallen  on  the  underwriters.  It 
is  tame  it  was  not  consumed  in  the  country ;  this,  how- 
ever, ought  not  to  make  any  difference,  if  it  is  consid- 
ered that  the  article  was  gomg  from  port  to  port  in  the 
United  States,  with  coasting  documents,  no  bonds  hav- 
ing bean  given  to  export  it  to  a  foreign  oountiy.  If 
this  claim  is  allowed,  it  would  be  eqmdly  &ir  to  re- 
frmd  the  duties  on  all  goodi  whioh  may  reoeive  dera- 
il afUrJmportation,  end  previous  to  iieir  oonsump- 
tion,  and  even  in  oases  of  loss  by  fire,  storma*  and 
from  every  accident  or  injury  whatever. 

Conaidezins[,  therefore,  the  danger  that  wonld  aiiaa 
from  innovating  upon  the  revenue  system  of  the  Uni» 
ted  States,  in  a  pnnciple  of  this  magnitude,  the  com- 
mittee are  induced  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw her  petition. 
The  report  was  agreed  to* 

IMPORTATION  OP  SLAYSa  | 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  ' 
the  Whole  on  a  motion  of  the  tenth  ultimo,  "for 
imposing  a  tax  or  duty  of  ten  dollar?  per  head   ) 
upon  all  slam  hereafter  imported  into  any  of  the  ( 
United  States." 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  would  not  take  up  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House  in  discussing  a  resolutioiii 
the  obiectof  which  was  so  plain  as  rendered  it 
scarcely  jpossible  to  eluoidate  it.  He  would  read 
that  Section  of  the  Constitution  which  |;ave  Con- 
gress the  power  of  legislating  on  this  subject,  which 
was  so  clear  as  to  require  nothing  to  be  said  in 
addition  tp  it. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  is  in  these 
words: 

*<  The  migration  or  importatidn  of  such  persons  aa 
any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  tft 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress,  prior  to 
.the year  1808;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
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Buch  importation,  not'  exceeding  ten  doIUunB  for  each 
person. 

I  conceive,  said  Mr.  SloaNj  that,  by  this  itrticle, 
slaves  are  made  an  article  of  importation,  id  com- 
mon with  other  articles  imported.  Congress  have 
th%  same  power  to  lay  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  a  head 
on  them,  as  they  have  to  lay  an  unlimited  tax  on 
every  other  imported  article.  I  presume  every 
member  of  this  Cpmmittee  has  duly  considered 
the  subject,  and  has  made  up  his  mind  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  resolution.  For  my  own  part  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  this  article  oi  importation 
should  remain  without  duty,  while  all  others  pay 
one.  For  these  reasons  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  agree  to  the  resolution. 

The  article  of  the  Constitution,  together  with 
the  resolution,  having  been  read  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Dana,  he  called  upon  the  mover  of  the  reso- 
lutioa  to  asaigb  his  reasons  for  ^sing  the  word 
slaves  instead  of  the  word  persons^  the  term  used 
in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Clark  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
agree  to  the  resolution.  He  was  no  advocate  for 
a  system  of  slavery ;  but  he  supposed  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution  could  only  be  considered  as  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  of  Congress,  of  the  impropri- 
ety of  importmg  slaves.  As  to  the  revenue  to  be 
raised}  it  was  too  inconsiderable  to  be  worthy 
of  any  attention.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution, because  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would 
be  partial  in  its  operation,  inasmufiih  as  there 
were  only  two  States,  South  Carolilia  and  Geor- 
gia, which  did  not  prohibit  the  iinportation  of 
slaves,  at  which  it  must  consequently  be  con- 
sidered as  levelled.  The  more  he  reneeted  on 
the  subject,  the  move  he  doubted  the.  propriety 
of  that  species  of  legislation  which  bore  exclusive- 
ly on  a  particular  section  of  the  United  States, 
nor  did  it  become  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  interfere  with  the  internal  police  of  the 
States,  which  were,  in  this  respect,  sovereign  and 
independent.  For  these  reasons,  he  trusted  the 
resolution  would  not  prevail.  .  ** 

Mr.  Early  rose  barely  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Clark,)  in  the  remark 
he  had  raade  relative  to  the  Stal/e  of  Georgia. 
There  existed  no  law  in  that  State  permitting  the 
importation  of  slaves;  on  the  contrary,  there  was 
an  article  io  their  constitution  prohibiting  it. 

Mr.  Marion  said,  this  was  to  be  considered  as 
a  question  of  revenue.  With  regard  to  the  policy 
of  importing  slaves,  that  was  lut,  until  the  year 
1808,  exclusively  to  the  States.  If  this  resolution 
was  intended  to  express  the  disapprobation  of  the 
General  Government  of  the  legitimate  act  of  a 
particular  State,  he  should  deem  it  proper.  As 
well  might  Congress  undertake  to  express  its  dis- 
approbation of  the  election  of  a  Governor  chosen 
in  a  particular  State ;  bis  objection  arose  fcom^ 
the  partiality  and  iojustice  of  the  resolution.  If 
in  operation  it  was  as  extensive  as  it  appeared  to 
be  in  words,  or  if  he  thought  it  would  prevent  a 
single  slave  from  being  imported  into  the  United 
States,  it  should  receive  bis  hearty  support;  but 
the  very  limitation  of  the  t&x  by  the  Constitution 
to  ten  dollars,  wta  intended  to  prevent  Congress 


fro^  laying  a  duty  which  should  prevent  the 
importation;  it  could  not.  therefore,  prevent  the 
importation  of  a  single  slave.  It  rbllowed  that 
revenue  could  be  the  only  object.  Whether,  for 
this  alone,  we  should  lay  a  tax  that  would  fall 
.  exclusively^  on  one  State,  was  worthy  of  consid- 
eration. That  State  already  bore  her  full  propor- 
tion  of  the  public  burdens,  and  even  more  than 
her  proportion.  In  point  oT  numbers,  she  con- 
tained about  one  sixteenth  part  of  the  Union, 
and  therefore,'  oii  the  basis  of  numbers,  ought 
not  to  be  csdled  on  to  pay  a  quota  of  more 
than  six  per  centum  on  the  whole  amount  of 
taxes.  Her  qudta,  oq  the  principle  on  which 
direct  taxes  were  imposed,  ought  not  to  be  moire 
than  four  per  centum  ana  four  hundredths.  On 
examination,  it  will  be  found  that  the  duties 
paid  in  South  Carolina  on  imported  articles, 
amount  to  between  one  thirteenth,  and  one-four- 
teenth part  of  the  Whole  duties  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, which  is  between  seven  and  eight  per  cent, 
of  the  whole.  When  if  is  considered  that  no 
goods  are  imported  into  South  Carolina  for  the 
consumption  of  the  other  States,  for  it  was  known, 
Mr.  M.  said,  from  the  operation  of  causes  which 
he  would  not  undertake  to  explain,  that  goods 
w^re  considerably  highet  in  Charleston  than  in 
the  other  States,  and  that,  consequently,  a  cheap- 
er supply  of  goods  could  t>e  obtained  from  other 
States  than  from  South  Carolina ;  and  when,  to 
this  circumstance,  it  was  added  that  South  Caro- 
lina paid  her  portion  of  duties  on  East  India 
goods,  which  she  derived  from  the  importation  of 
other  States,  it  would  be  found  that  she  paid  a 
still  higher  proportion  of  duties.  Under  these 
considerations  are  Confess  prepared  to  lay  a  duty 
on  her  alone,  for  such  it  certainly  was  ?  Coming 
from  the  State  he  did,  Mr.  M.  said,  it  niight  be  sup- 
posed he  was  personally  interested  in  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  fact  was,  he  was  as  free  to  act  on  it 
as  any  other  member  of  the  House.  He  had  uni- 
formly opposed  the  importation  of  slaves,  and 
werene  to  collect  the  sentiments' of  his  constitu- 
ents from  the  vote  of  their  immediate  Represent- 
atives on  a  recent  occasion,  it -would  be  found 
that  a  majority  of  them  were  liketrtse  opposed  to 
it.  As  to  himself,  he  was,  in  trbth,  individually 
interested  in  preventing  the  importation  of  slaves. 
He  never  hieia  purchased,  nor  should  he  ever  pur- 
chase a  slave.  The  greater,  therefore,  the  restric- 
tion imposed  on  the  importation,  th^  more  would 
it  raise  the  value  of  those  he  possessed. 

Mr.  SduTBARD  declared  i^imself  in  favor  of  the 
resolution.  His  only  regret  was,  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  Coi^ess  to  lay  a  tnore  effectual 
tax.  He  thought  Congress  had  a  right  to  declare 
their  opinion  of  a  practice  so  injurious  to  the 
country.^  The  idea  was  held  up  in  the  Constitu- 
tion that  slaves  were  a  proper  object  of  taxation. 
He  believed  the  tar  would  prevent  few  persons 
from  being  importec!-  About  two  years  ago  a 
similar  resolution  had  been  agitated  in  this  House. 
It  was  then  said  the  Legislature  of  South  Caror 
lina  were  in  session,  and  that  there  was  a  great 
probability  of  their  repealing  the  obnoxious  law. 
On  this  ground  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
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was  postponed.  Last  session,  a  similar  resolution 
Was  brought  forward,  and  was,  owing  to  a  pres- 
sure of  business,  again  pos(t)oned.;  Mr.  Southard 
said  there  was  no  doubt,  if  the  resolution  bad  been 
acted  upon  two  years  ago,  and  Congress  had  ex- 
ercised their  Constitutional  power,  it  would  have 
prevented  a  vast  number  of  slaves  from  beipg  im- 
ported. It  is  said,  however,  that  this  resolution 
will  operate  partially  on  South.  Carolina,  but  it 
has  not  South  Carolina  particularly  in  view,  but 
principle ;  and  if  that  principle  be  correct,-  let  it 
operate  where  it  may,  le^  tne  people  .of  South 
Carolina  feel  the  weight  of  it;  it  is  right  they 
should.  As  the  proposed  tax  may  present  a  ()»W| 
perhaps  a  single  one  of  these  miserable  creatures 
from  being  torn  from  the  b<^m  of  their  family 
and  country,  in  vil»Iation  of  the  ties  of  nature  and 
the  principles  of  justice,  the  time  of  Congtess  will 
be  well  taken  up  in'imposing  it,  nor  has  any  State 
a  n>ht  to^ofomplain  of  such  treatment ;  for,  if  the 
traffic  is  prMtable  they  can  well  afford  t&'pay  for  it. 
Mr.  S.  concluded,  bv  declaring  that,  not  revenue, 
but  an  expression  of  the  national  sentiment  was 
his  princfpal  object.  . 

Mr.  Dana  said,  t(iat  blaclr  men  were  not  the 
only  men  imported  into  the  United  States.  If  the 
objept  of  this  tax  was  only  to  obtain  revenue,  (and 
it  really  appeared  to  him  that  we  wanted  all  the 
revenue  we  could  get,)  it  might,  perhaps,  be  right 
to  ^et  as  much  revenue  as  possible frcHn  the  impor- 
tation of  men.  To  have  thispoint  elucidated,  aad 
to  learn  the  precbe  groubds  of  the  mover  in  ofier* 
ing  this  resolution,  he  moved  to  substitute  the 
word  persons,  m  lieu  of  the  word  slaves. 

Mr.  Alstom  said,  in  seconding  this  amend- 
ment, his  object  was  to  preserve  the  words  of  the 
Constitution,  iostead^of  deviatiog  fcom  them  into 
the  language  of  the  resolution.  He  defied  gentle- 
men to  show  him  the  word  slave  in  the  Constitu-* 
tioQ:  no  such  word  was  found  in.  the  Constitu- 
tion. Here  Mr.  A.  read  that  part  of  the  Constitu^ 
tion  already- recited,  and  then  proceeded:  The 
word  here  used,  i^  person,  not  slave.  Where,  the 
gentleman  found  the  latter  word,  I  am  altogether 
at  alo^  toJtnow.  In  laying  this  tax  on- slaves,  .^e 
shall  defeat  a  very  important  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which  says  all  taxes  and  duties  shall  be 
uniform.  From  the  constitutions  of  the  South- 
ern StiCas,  it  is  impossible  for  this  tax  to  appljr  to 
then) ',  and  in  many  of  the  other  States  there  is^  I 
believe,  a  similar  provision  prohibiting  the  admis- 
sion of  slaves.  Under  the  .constitution  of  Connec- 
ticut, every  man  is  free  the  qaom^nt  he  puts  his 
foot  on  their  ground.  This  tax,  therefbrei  eannot 
apply  to  that  State,  unless  they  alter  their  consti- 
tution, or .  their  steady  habits,  whichever  gentle- 
men may  call  them.  In  Ohio,  there  is  a  like  pro- 
hibition. How  then  are  gentlemen  attempting  to 
legislate  oa  the  subject  ?  If  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution were  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves, 
I  believe  I  should  join  them  in  supporting  it.  I 
am  willing  that  no  more  of  that  description  of 
people  should  set  foot  on  our  shores;  but  this  will 
not  be  its  effect.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  be  par- 
tial in  its  operation,  and  fall  exclusively  on  Sooth 
Cax«lioa  and  a  few  of  the  other  Slates,  whose 


constitutions  permit  the  importation  of  slaves. 
With  these  constitutions  Congress  are  presumed 
to  be,  and  are,  acquainted ;  their  acts  ought  to 
harmonize  with  them,  and  they  ought  not  to  pass 
a  law- which  does  not  operate  equally  on  all  thiB 
States.  In  the  present  instance,  we  see  South 
Carolina  neaicly  equally  divided  in  opinion.  Is  it 
proper  in  Congress,  under  these  circumstances^  to 
pass  an  act  to  censure  them  ?  Can  we  prohibit 
the;  importation  ?  No ;  we  are  merdy,  then,  sanc- 
tioning the  commerce,  and  imposing  a  tax  that 
amounts  to  nothing.  What  good  reason  is  there 
for  bringing  forward  this  subject  at  this  time  ?  In 
two  years  we  shall  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  trade  altogether.  Then  this  House  will  be 
unanimous ;  no  one  will  object  to  exercising  our 
full  Constitutional  powers.  But  to  bripc:  the  sub- 
ject forward  in  its  present  sliape  can  only  tend  to 
divide  us,'  without  aoing  the  least  benefit.  I  hope 
the  mo)lion  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
will  prevail,  and  that  we  shall  adhere  to  the  Ian- 
guaffe  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Smilie. — There  is  no  doubt  but,  by  the 
Constitution,  we  have  a  right  to  prohibit,  so  far  as 
the  imposition  of  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  can  have  the 
effect,  the  importation  of  slaves  or  freemen,  pro- 
vided we  think  good  policy  and  humanity  justify 
(he  measure.  And  if  the  House  do  entertain  the 
opinion,  that  the  policy  of  the  United  States  re- 
quires a. prohibition  of  the  emigration  of  all  such 
persons,  they  will  agree  to  the  amendment;  thej 
nave  a  right  to  do  it.  But  I  do  not  believe  this  is 
the  disposition  of  the  present  House,  or  of  any 
th^t  has  sat  under  tie  Conutitution.  The  gentle- 
man rests  his  amendment  on  the  word  person, 
and  concludes  it  to  be  necessary,  because  the  word 
slave  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  1  re- 
joice that  that  word  is  not  in  the  Constitution;  its, 
not  being  there  does  honor  to  the  worthies  who 
would  not  suffer  it  to  become  a  part  of  it.  What 
are  the  facts  connected  with  this  business  ?  They 
are  these :  When  Coneress  were  sitting  and  legis- 
lating for  a  free  people^  they  determined  not  to 
stain  the  Constitution  with  that  word.  The  thing 
was  perfectly  understood  in  the  Convention.  The 
power,  as  it  stands  modified,  was  the  result  of  that 
spirit  of  concession  and  compromise  which,  in 
this  as' in  nniby  other  instances,  characterizes  the 
Constitution.  With  regard  to  the  allegation,  that 
•this  tax  would  Operate  partially  and  severely,  I 
see,  on  reflection,  nothing  in  it.  The  right  to  im- 
pose duties  on  all  other  articles  except  this,  is  un- 
limited, and  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in  this 
instance,  has  the  power  completely  to  get  rid  of 
this  tax.  She  has  only  to  repeal  her  laWj^anil  she 
will  have  no  tax  to  pay.  But  if  that  or  any  other 
State  pursue  a  trade  which  justice  or  good  policy 
forbid,  they  must  submit  to  the  Constitutional 
powers  of  Congress.  We  are  placed  now  in  a 
delicate  and  trying  situation;  the  resolution  is 
actually  before  us  ^  and  the  only  question  is.  whe- 
ther we  will  or  will  not  declare  our  approbation 
of  this  iniquitous  traffic.  As  to  revenue,  it  is  no 
object  to  me.  Revenue,  no  dotfbt,  will  grow  out 
of  the  measure,  but  that  alone  would  not.  induce! 
me  to  patronise  it.    Ihave  another  and  a  higher 
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object — (0  express  our  disapprobation  of  this  traf- 
fic, to  maoifest  to  the  world,  that,  as  the  Repre* 
sentatives  of  a  free  people,  we  will,  as  far  as  we 
can,  express  our  opinion  of  it. 

The  Chairman  here  iitterrupted  Mr.  Smilip,  by 
stating  that  the  question  was  on  the  amendment, 
to  which  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  must  be  con- 
fined. 

Mr.  FisK  hoped  xh&t  the  amendment  would  npt 
pre?ail.  Gentlemen  tell  qs  the  rejBolution  must 
be  in  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  is 
partial.  He  would  consider  how  far  this  argu- 
ment would  carry  them.  It  is  observed  that  it  is 
improper  tocall  in  question  the  rights  of  the  States; 
bu^  according  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Uarolina,  if  the  State  or  Massachu- 
setts should  prohibit  her  citizens  from  consuming 
tea  or  coffee,  Congress  would  be  under,  the  neces- 
sity of  repealing  the  duties  on  those  articles,  and 
in  this  way  many  other  acts  of  the  States  would 
prevent  Congress  from  exercising  their  Constitu- 
tional powers.  These  things  are  in  the  power  of 
the  States ;  they  are  free  to  exercise  them  or  not 
to  exercise  them^  When  they  conduce  to  their 
benefit,  they  will  exercise  them ;  and  vben  they 
cease  to  be  beneficial,  they  will  abandon  them. 
Congress  have  the  same  right  to  lay  a  tax  in  one 
case  as  in  the  other,  according  as  the  public  good 
will  be  advanced  by  the  imposition,  as  well  of  the 
limited  tax  on  slaves,  as  of  the  unlimited  tax  on 
other  objects.  In  this  resolution  there  is  no  par^ 
tiality ;  it  applies  to  all.  the  States,  as  well,  those 
who  have  prohibitory  laws  or  coostitutioas  as 
those  who  have  not.  Fok  it  is  incorrect  to  say, 
because  some  States^ hav^  Constitutional  provis- 
ions on  the  subject,  tne  tax  i§  therefore  inapplica- 
ble to  them,  because  they  have  the  pqwer  of  alter- 
ing their  constitutions,  and  what  is  in  force  to- 
day may  be  abandoned  to-morrow.  To  a^ree  to 
the  amendment  would  be,  to  hold  out  the. idea  to 
foreigners^  about  to  escape  from  the  tyranny  and 
injustice  of  Europe,  that  We  meant  to  refuse  them 
an  asylqm  in  our  country.  It  is,  indeed,  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  mover  of  the  amendment  is  against 
the  whole  resolution,  and  brought  forward  the 
one  to  defeat  the  other. 

Mr.  Bedinger  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise.  He  said  the  subject  was  important; 
it  was  late  in  the  day,  and  he  thought  they  ought 
to  take  more  time  to  reflect  on  it  before  they  came 
tb  a  decision. 

This  motion  haviiig  been  agreed  to — ayes  64 — 
th&  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Dawson  hoped  that  they  would  not  have 
leave,  but  that  the  resolution  would  be  postponed 
till  some  time  in  May. 

Mr.  NicBOuaoN  said,  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  have  leave  to  sit  again,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question,  which  being  taken, 
were^  yeas  98,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Yeas-— Isaac  Anderson,  John  Ardier,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, Borwell  Bassett,  George  Kf .  Bedinger,  Barnabas 
Bidweli,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M. 
Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W.  Camp- 
bdl,  Levi  Casey,  Joh^  Chandler,  Martin  C%itteiul«io, 


John  Claiborne,  George.  Clinton«>  jnn.,.  Leonaid  Ooi(- 
ington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts^  3amue( 
W.  Dana,  £zra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William 
Dickson,  Jamei^  ElUiot,  Ebenezer  Blmer,.  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  .Goldsboroug'h, 
Andrew  €fregg,  Isaiah  L»  Green,  Silas  Halsey^  John 
Hamilton,  Beth  Hastmgs,  William  Helms,  D^vid 
Holmes,  John  G.  Jackaon,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly, . 
Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Le|b,  Joseph 
Lewi8>  jun.,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nidio- 
las,  R.  Moove^  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Johi^  Morrow,  Jona- 
than O.  Moaely,  Jdremi^  Nelson,  Roffer  NelsoQ, 
Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph -H.  Nichotoon;  CHdeo» 
Clin,  Timolliy  Pitkinr,  jun.,  John  Piigh,  Joafeh  Quin^, 
Thomea  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea,  of  Pennsylvania* 
John  Rnsaea*  Peter  Bailly,  Thomas  6ammoaB,Thoaia4 
Sand£>rd,  Martin  G.  Sdmneman,  Ebeneaer  8eaver^ 
James  Sloan,  John.  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Bmith,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith»  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spaid* 
ing  Richard  Stanford^  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedr 
man,  Lewis  B.  Spurges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin. 
Talhnadge,.  Philip  R.  Thon^n,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 
son, TJri  Tracy,  Abram  Tngg,  Philip  Van  Cortlanat, 
KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnnmt  Dan- 
iel C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,*  Eliphalet  Wickea, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Joseph 
Winstoiu 

Nats — WiUis  Alston,  jun,,  John  Campbell,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  John  (Xopton,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Early,  Edwin  Gray,' James  Helland,  Robert  Marion, 
David  Meriwether,  Thi^aa  Moore,  John  Rhea  ef  Ten- 
nessee, O'Brien  Smith,  Daiid  Thomas,  .and  David  B; 
WiUiaiM. 

TusanaVr  January  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nblson, 

MeBohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and  what,  alterations  are 
necessary  in  the  eriminal,  civil,  or  equitable  jur- 
isdiction of  the  Cirouit  Couit  of  the  District  of 
Oolumbia;  and' that  the  cooimiftee  haye  leaye  to 
report  by  bilL  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hoosr  Nblsok,  Mr.  Jack- 
sou^  Mn  Blt,  Mr.  Georob  W.  CAufpsBLL,  and 
Mr.  Slliot,  be  appointed  a  oommittee,  pursuant 
to  the  said  reaokition. 

Mr.  GRBoq,  from  the  Committee  en  the  PubUo 
Lands,  to  whom  were  refbrred,  on  the  thir- 
teenth instant,  the  petitions. of  ffOLndry  inhabitants 
of  Randolph  aVd  ^St.  Glair  counties,  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  mad^  a  report  thereon;  whieh.wae 
read,  and  considered ;  Whereupon, 

Refokfedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petiticmera 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Grovernor, 
Secretary,  and  Judges^of  the  late  Territoipjr  of  the 
United  States  Nortfawest  of  the  river  Ohio,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  extending  the-  powers  of  the 
Surveyor  General  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 
Mr.  Early  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  resolu- 
ti^  inatfooting  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
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Means  to  inqaire  into  the  expwliency  of  rpqarring 
the  Secretaries  of  Stale.  Treasury,  War,  antT 
Nary,  to  lay  befuire  Consfress  at  the  opening  of 
every  :«ession  a  detailed  statemeiit  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  moneys  appropriated  to  the  coniingent 
expenses  of  their  departments.  He  would  brtefly 
state  bis  reasons  for  ofieriag  this  motion.  The 
moneys  fur  the  contingent  purpo^^e^  of  the.  Qov- 
eraro«Qt  were  the  only  des^cripiiQn  of  expenditures 
WiiHch  were  not  controlled  b^  the  House.  Qvjer 
every  other  branch  of  expenditure  the  House  ex- 
trciaed  a  control  by  speciiying  with  deftoite  ckar- 
-AMslhr  rvspeetire  objects  of  expend iiu re  when 
«Q  appropriation  was  Biikde.  -  But  the  moopys:  ap- 
propriated for  conitiigent  purposes,  #ere  Ic^t  ex- 
eluHirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  different  officers 
presiding  over  the  several  departments,  in  which 
they  were  alone  governed  by  their  own  will  and 
judgment.  The  only  check  which  couy  be  ex- 
ercised over  this  description  of  expenditures  was 
to  require  a  detailed  statement  of  dlNbursements. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  a  cqminittee  had 
been  appointed  bome  time* since  to  investigate  the 
accounts  of  several  officers  of  the  Government, 
and  that  they  made  a  detailed  report  to  the  House. 
About  that  time,  it  had  been  contemplated  to  take 
the  step  which  ne  now  suggested,  but  for  some, 
reasons  it  had  never  b^en  taken.  Mr.  Ea^lt 
said  he  by  ho  means  wisbed  to  be  understood  as 
entertaining  the  idea  that  the  dLtscretion  witli 
wTiich  the  beads  of  department  were  clothed  had 
been  abosed.  H^  knew  of  ne  f*cts  to  justify  such 
an  opinion.  It  was  on  tbe  ground  of  priocipie 
only  that  be  ofiJBred  this  resolution.  TbrOuffh  the 
four  great  departments  which  he  bad  mentioned, 
passed  ntDe^ientiis  of  the  whole  money  appropria- 
ted by  Congress;  and  on  looking  at  the  statemenr 
eontitined  in  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  be  found  that  mofe  than  one  fourth  of 
the  whole  amount  of  money  estimated  as  neces- 
sary for  the  several  departments,  was  for  contin- 
gent purposes.  By  that  statement  it  appeared 
that  the  wbble  expenses  of  the  Department  of 
State  were  fll27,000,  of  Which  ^^14.400,  were  for 
contingent  purposes.  Under  the  head  of  foreigi^ 
intercourse  $182,500,  were  estimated  as  necessary; 
of  which  976,000,  were  for  contingent  purposes. 
The  estimates  fur  the  Treasury  Department  were. 
072,100,  of  which  l^lOO  were  for  contingent  pur- 
poses. The  estimates  for  the  War  Department 
were  $^,400,  ojf  which  2,000,  were  for  contingent 

f purposes.  The  estimates  f«r  the. Military  Estabr 
ishment  were  $900,500,  of  which  18,000  were 
for  contingent  piurpo^^es..  The  estims^tes  for  the 
Navy  Department  were  $21,100,  pf  whieh  2^700 
were  for  contingent  pilr poses.  The  estimates  for 
the  Naval  EsCabiishineat  were  $867, 800,  of  which 
$411,900,  wete  for  coDtin|^nt  purposes.  Mr. 
BariLy  saidhe  presumed  Ifais  view  of  the  subject 
would  justify  htm  iii  'the  'eyes  of  the*  men»bers  of 
theHouse  in  offeriiig the: resolution.'  The  feso 
lutioo  was  agreed  to,  a<j  follows: 
•  Rmthedi  That  the  CommitUM;  of  Ways  and  Means : 
he  instractM  lorinqniNi  into-  the  expediency  of  making 
pppvinon  by  law,  A)r  PsqvirmgllM  Secretary  of  acatd, 
tb*0«ci«tai3FaftheTMawy,  tlM  8aeMl«ry  oTWitf, 
9ill  Coji.— IS 


and  the  Secrf^ry  df  the  Navy,  to  lay  before  Congress 
annually  ar  detailed  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
I  fiind  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  their 
several  Departments,  respectively. 

POTOMAC  RIVER. 
Mr.  Pmup  R.  Thompson,  from  the  commiitea 
to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Alexandria/ in  the 
District  of  Oolumbia ;  the  petition  of  sundry  eHL- 
zens  of  the  United  States,  resident  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Columbia;  the  meinorial  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Culumbia^ 
the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  residing  oh  the  west  side  of  Tiber 
creek  j  and  ihe  memorial  Of  John  P.  Van  Ness, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  piBtitions'of  the^iohabitants  pf  the  town,  and 
county  of  Al«xan4na,  and  of  the  citizens  resideat  in 
the  Territory  of  Columbia,  state :  That  au  eai^  iiitaif 
course  between  the  town  of  Alexandria  and  the  City 
of  Washin^Ut  which  is  at  present  prevented  by, this 
intervention  of  the  river  Pt^tomsc*  is  extremely  desib* 
able ;  that  this  interconrse  is  especially  interrupted,  at 
that  season  of  the  year  when  the  river  is  otiatriKted  by 
ice  ;  that  a  bridge  from  Maryland  Avenue  to  Alexan* 
der's  island  wpuld  facililate  the  coainittnicatioa»  shortea 
the  route  of  the  mail  at  least  six  miles«  aad  be  geneih 
ally  beneficial  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  ^tste8 ;  tha^ 
thiy  are  penuaded  the  bridge  contemplati^d  by  their 
petitions  will,  at  some  period,  be  cairied  into  effisct,  and 
-they  view  the  present  time  as  the  most  favOrable,  bota 
in  relation  to. their  own  and  the  general  convenience, 
and  the  interests  of  those  who  may  be  afiected  by  the 
measure ;  and  that,  if  the  scheme  shall  be  authorize^ 
by  CoQgress,i  it  will  speedily  be  carried  into  efiect. 
They  pray  that  a  law  may  pass  to  incorporate  a  coo^ 
pany  for  erecting  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  from  thf 
City  of  Washington  to  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in 
some  convenient  siiuatioD,  under  such  regulations  and 
restrictions  as  the  Legislature  may  deem  expedient.    ^ 

In  opposition  to  these  petitions,  the  committee  hav^ 
referred  to  them  the  memorial  of  the  proprietors  and  in- 
liabitants  of  Georgetown,  which  states  that  Georgetown 
was  laid  out^under  the  sanction  of  law,  pi;eviou8  to  th^ 
Revolution;  that  it  was  engaged  in  foreign  commerce 
before  the  'seat  of  Government  was  contemplated  to  b^ 
on  the  Potomac;  that,  being  at  the  head  of  tid^ 
water  navigation,  the  proprietors  must  have  made  pui^ 
chases  and  improvements  with  a  view  to  foreign.com- 
tncroe,  or  some  of  the  trade  dependent  on  it,  in  th^ 
confident  expectation  that  the  river  would;  remain  frei 
and  unobstructed  by  artificial  causes ;  particular!;^ 
wheh  they  saw  Maryland  and  Virginia  make  a  solemn 
compact,  whereby  the  river  Potomac  is  declared  a 
common  highway  for  the  purpose  of  navigation  and 
eommerce)  the  navigation^  whereof  is  not  to  t>e  infnred 
or  obstructed.  They  eonirider  that  their  natural  and 
political  rights  will  be  infringed  on  by  the  adoplioh 
of  thi4  measure,  as  the  navigation  of  the  river  wU!  be 
injured  or  obistraoted  thereby;  that  from  the  meeting 
of  the  stream  and  tide  water,  at  the  place  where 
the  bridge  is  contemplated,  a  tendency  will  be  prodtf- 
^ced  in  the  impeded  stream  water  to  deposit  the  Sartht 
particles  with  whieh  it  is  charged  in  times  of -fr^ra- 
ets,  by  which  they  apprehend  the  enthre  main  anH 
deep  channel  may  be  divided  ihto  many  smalt  and  nar- 
row parages,  to  the  great  injuyy  of  the  navigation.     ' 

Ttwsre^  is,  hkewiie,  telpned  «to  ywir  4 
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memori^  of  tbe  iohabitanteof  \ho  City  ^f  Washington, 
residing  on  the  west  aide  of  Tiber  creek ;  wh(oh  slates, 
that  the  memorialists  have  acquired  property  on  the 
west  side  of  Tiber  creek,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  in 
confidence  that  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  would 
not  be  destroyed  by  Artificial  means ;  that  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  at  the  place  bonteiaplated  would  probably 
gnaUy  injure  tbe  navigatkm  above  it,  aad  impair  the- 
valufk  of  the  property  of  the  memorialists ;  that  the  pro- 
.jeet  of  a  bridge  across  the  li^er  is  unjust,  as  no  place 
i|houki  calculate  on  bMng  favored  with  artificial  ad  van-' 
^es  which  cannot  bo  affor^ded  withoot  depriving  other 
^aces  of  their  natural  advantages. 

They  also  find  among  the  documents  referredr  to 
tbem  the  memorial  of  John  P.  Van  Ness,  in  opposition 
to  the  first-mentioned  petitions,  on  the  ground  of  the 
measure  therein  proposed  being  (if  carried  into  efifeat) 
an  injurious  infraction  of  the  private  rights  of  most  of 
these;  both  within  the  city  and  Geoi^etown,  and  on  the 
•ppoeite  shove,  who  are  interested  above  the  proposed 
-iite  of  tho  intended  bridge. 

The  eoMrariety  of  sentiment  and  of  interest  which 
eiuu  >h  the  Territety  of  Columbia  on  lihe  subject  of 
tito  proposition  ^contained  in  the  petitions,  ^yjng  that 
the  eraetioH  of  a  bridgie  across  the  Fatomac  mey  be  an- 
thoriiedt  by  law,  has  induced  your  committee  deltber- 
niely  to  examine  the  ground  on  which  the  pretensions 
^  Am  petitioners  in  &vor  of.  the  bridge  are  founded, 
nnd  the  reasons  advanced  by  the  memoriaUals  in  oppo- 
aitton  to4he  measure. 

Two  inquiries  present  themselves,  on  the  decision  of 
vhlch  the  pr«ypriety  of  authorizing  the  proposition  ea- 
tirely  depends ; 

Ist.  Whether  Congress  hav^  a  right  to  pass  a  Taw, 
hj  which  the  object  contemplated  by  the  petitioners  can 
be  effected  t    And 

Sd.  If  that  right  exists,  whether  the  benefit  to  the 
^Kstrict,  and  the  community  in  general,  will  be  so  great 
t»  to  counterbalance  the  injury  which  individuals  may 
eventually  sustain  firom  authorizing  tbe  measurel 

In  investigating  the  first  point,  it  became  necessary 
to  advert  to  the  act  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  passed 
t^  dd  of  Januaryv  1796,  and  the  act  of  tl\e  Assembly 
of  Marylanfl,  paseed  the  12th  of  March,  in  the  same 
year,  confirming  a  compact  previously  entered  into  be- 
breen  tbe  two  States ;  firom  which  it  appears'  that, 
among  other  stipulations  entered  into  between^  the 
9ta|;ps  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  by  their  Commission- 
era  appointed  for  that  purpose»,it  is.  agreed,  '*t|iat  the 
citizens  of  each  State*  respectively,  shall  have  fuU  prop- 
erty in  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  river  adjoining  the 
lands,  with  all  the  emoluments  and  advantages  there- 
unto belonging,  and  tbe  privilege  of  making  wharves 
$nd  other  improvemen^t.so  as. not  to  obtftrujctorii^jiife 
Uic^  navigi^tion  of  the  river.*' 

It  does  not  appear  to  your  oommitteei  tbat,th»  sub- 
•eminent  oeasionmade  by  the  two  contBactinapatrtieaof 
UtU  miles  squMe,  lying  on  both  sideB4>f  the  river,  under 
tM<  first  aniolef  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stetee, 
to  WAk:  by  an  aic&of  the  Virginia  Asaemhly*  passcMl  the 
3d  dav  of  December*  1791,  and.  by  an  act  of  the  Aasemr 
Illy  of  Mary landi  passed  the  19th  day  of  the  same 
nei^Dth,  in  any  degree  impairs  the-  compact  proviousiy 
made,  by  the  two  contracting  States;  but  that  the  Uni- 
ted. States  received  the  territory,  subject  to  the  condi- 
tions previously  imposed  by  the  former  possessors. 

Under  this  imftreseion,  your  committee  oonsiderod  it 

a  matter  of  the  first  impprtanee,  in  tbe  decision  of  this 

.  fiievti^n.,  to  in^iuc»  whetlMr  the  £ict  Msonied  by  the 


counter-petitioners*  that  the  erection  of  a  bridge  vt ill 
obstruct  the  navigation  of  tbe  river  above  it  is  founded 
in  truth  ?  In  examining  this  part  of  the  subject,  your 
committee  could  avail  themselves  of  no  other  evidence 
than  such  as  is  drawn  from  analogy. 

It  appeared  to  them,  that  the  Erection  of  piers  in  the 
river  at  tbe  place  contemplated  for  the  site  of  the 
bridge,  far  from  having  the-efifect  of  occasioning  a  de- 
position of  earthy  matter,  and  filling  the  channel,  would 
rather  have  a  tendency  to  keep  the  channel  open,  by 
the  increased  velocity  of  tbe  water  passing  down  the 
main  channel  of  the  river»  between  the  two  piers  which 
it  seemed  practicable'  to  erect  on  ekdi  side  of  it  k 
likewise  appeared  to  them>  ilthe  ereelidn  of  the  rani 
way  firom  Mason's  island*  oppoeite  Qcotgetown,  tm  the 
Virginia  shore,  would  produce  the  efifect  expected  from 
it,  of  improving  the  navigation  of  theriterbymeanaof 
throwing  tbe  whole  body  of  the  -water  of  the  rivinr  into 
a  narrower  oompass,  iaereasing  its  velocity,  and  thereby 
sweeping  out  a  deeper  channel,  the  same  result  might 
reasonably  be*  expected  from  throwing  a  greater  quan- 
tum and  force  of  Water  into  the  main  channel  of  the 
river,  between  the  two  piers  which  would  support  th^ 
bridge  across  the  channel. 

Your  committee  find  that  the  Legislature  of  Maiy- 
land  passed  a  law,  on  theS^th  of  December,  1791,  pre- 
vious to  the  assumption  of  jurisdiction  over  the  tcrrito- 
cy  by  the  United  States,  authorizing  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  at  or  near  Georgetown.  As  tbe  river  Potomac 
is  navigable  above  the  tovrn.  of  Georgetown,  your  com- 
mittee consider  the*  passage  of  that  law  as  expressive 
of  an  opinion,  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  that  the 
erection  of  a  bridge  below  the  head  of  tide-vi%ter  is  not 
such  an.  obatruction  or  injury  as  ia  prohibited  by  the 
articles  of  cbmpiiet  between  the  two  States.  .And  as 
that  arm  of  the  river  Pntomae  between  Mason's  island 
and  the  Virginia  sbose  was  navigable  previoiM  to  the 
building  of  thd  -eaneeway  across  that  branch  of  the 
river,  yottiLcmnniiktee  have  considered  the  law  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  Congresi^  authorizing  the  «pectioB 
of  that  causeviray.  as  declaratory  of  tbe  right  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  united  States,  (notwithstanding  the 
compact  between  Virginia  and  Maryland*)  to  occlude, 
in  a  degree,  the  navigation  of  the  river  within  their 
jurisdiction. 

.  If  a  bridge  can  be.ereeted- with  such  a.  draw  as  wiU 
admit  the  free  passage  of  vessels  of  any  burden  fof 
which  there  is  depth  of  water  in  the  channel,  your 
committee  do  not  consider  the  passing  a  law  to  author- 
ize such  a  bridge, under  proper  restrictions,  as  any  vio- 
lation of  the  cpmpact  before-mentioned  ;  and,  from  the 
best  uiformation  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  on  thtBi 
point,  it  seyns  very  practicable  to  ere6t  a  bridge  aerosa 
the  river  Potomac,  with  a  draw  whioh  will  permit  the 
passage  of  euch  vessels  without  much  detention. 

On  the  second  point,  whether  ^he  benefit  to  the  pub- 
lic would  be  so^grea^  as  to  counterbalance  the  thconve- 
nienee  which  might  eventually  result  to  individnala 
iVom  authorizing  this  meaeore^  yonr  committee  hav« 
had  leas  difficulty  in  forming  their  opinion.  Prom  a  sur- 
vey, said  to  be  an  aoenrate  one,  with  whieh  the  committee 
have  been  furnished,  itappean  that  the  distance  IW>m 
Alexandria  to  Georgetown,  (including  the  river^)  by  tha 
present  route,  is  eight  miles  and  fifty  poles-;  and  firom 
the  ferry  at  Georgetown  to  the  Capi!ol,  three  milea  and 
a  quartar;  making<  in  the  whole«  elenpta  milas.  three- 
eighths  and  fifteen  poles.  From  Alexandria  ta-  thd 
Capitol,  by  the  intended  bridge*  six  wiUa  and  a  half 
and.  nine  i^Wif  bejiag  lane  OMtfk  tha  jp^  an  j 
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Naihaniel  Good»lHmnd<)Aet9'^  importation  of  Slaven. 


a.  OP  A. 


tra^ttlM'bj  £▼•  ankvand  MweiMibtfaik  HenW  it 
teiults  thai  that  dittanotf  wiU  Ve  saved  to  tho#e  ha¥Uig 
«offiinuoi|tption  between  Alexandria  and  thtft  ^{»art  of 
the  citj  lying  in  the  vidnitj  of,  and  below  the.  Capitol, 
and  to  persona  travelliiig'  from  north  to  south,  and  e 
converso. 

The^caeualties,  the  ffelays,  anJ^  the  dangers  to  which 
Ihe  mails  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  persons  hsT- 
ing  occasion  to  pass  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  ihe 
mhei'  are  subjected  from  the  occurrence  of  'storms,  and 
tfie  foiimation  o^i^e  on  the  river  in  Winter,  (both  which 
^yceasionaHyTehdei'the  Potnmac  impassable,)  are  cogent 
drcmnstslnces  in  ihvot  qf  the  np^twf  of  anthorizing  < 
tiie  ens^enf  ef  a  bridge; 

- '  X  our  eomnnlilee  are  ifoc  Amnisfaed  wHh  ^ta  wl^erMn 
«ofiwm  M  aodarcte  opfinion  ef  ibe  aotutti  salting  of  dis- 
tmee  wftioli  will  tldui  plae«  (in  ease  of  the  evediida  of 
a  bridge)  in  the  transpo#|ationr  of  the  mails  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stvtes^  Thifl^  hotMver,  from  Aie  AioU  j^t  etated, 
anst  be  eonsidsitible ;  and  the  dimnration  ef  expeoee 
will  be  propertionaie  to  the  diminiition  of  dieiaiiee. 

On  the  whele„^yOtt#  eomjnittee  artf  ef  ^opinion  tikat 
the  pubUe  interests  will  be  greatly  pronMied  by  the 
erection  of  a  bridge  across  the  river  Potomac,  at  or  near 
the  termination  of  th«  Maryland  Avenue,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  to  the  county  of  Alexandria  on  the  op^ 
posite  side ;  and,  in  conformity  with  that  opinion,  re- 
commend the  following  resolution: 

Resohed^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  in  favor 
6f  tfae  dre«'tion  of  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac,  is  rea- 
aondble,  and  ought  to  be  grsntted. 

The  report  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Thursday  next. 

NATHANIEL  OOQDWIN  AND  OTHERS* 
Mr.  CBOWNlNsffrGLrO,  {torn  the  OdviHnittee  of 
Commerce  and  MantfftctoreB;  to  whom  #H8  rt- 
i^ed  th«  petit  ton  oC  N(ith«m#)  GhiodwinTaifd 
<Mh«i^,  mttnufdctorers  of  iron  bolt^^w  w^re,  iii  thfe 
&tate  of  Massachusetts^  made  tbe  following  re- 
port: 

'tHi  l^titiatfers  sute  thit  they  are  engaged  in  thei 
manufacture  of  iron  hoillo^  wate,  ttnd  as  the  United 
0lkt«e  ate  amply  furniMhed  Wifh  th6  Malitf als,  and 
Wsiit  Mfti'aeesi  t#r  supply  their iftteibilants  vdth  that  arti* 
^^  Hkej  pmf  that  an  adi^ltiii^ar  duty  may  be  imposed 
npm  «11  vtt>  hdllow  Ware,  fakii^erted  fron^  hHtifa  eotMi* 


.!%•  eonifatillee  find  tliat,  noMr  eziating  laws,  this 
•article  is  aidbjeot  ^  a  dtaty  of  seveikteeB  ande  half  per 
<cem4.  ad  vaferem,  on  impcatatie»iBU  the  United  Stales 
in  Aiperioatt.veseda;  and!  if  ira]ported  in  y^sels  not  of 
itn  United  States^  it  is  charged  with  the  additional 
duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  duty;  maiung  the  duty,  in 
this  casev  amount  to  nineteeaand  one  quarter  per  oent. 
on  the  invoice  Value. 

There  are  no  docaments  within  the  reach  of'  (he 
ceromittee  that  show  the  quantity  of  iron  ware  im- 
ported fnto-tbe  United  States  in  any  one  year ;  goods. 
Wares,  and  merchandise,  paying  the  ad  valorem  duty, 
not  beftrg'  particularly  designated  in  the  returns  irom 
Hie  collettors  of  the  cnstoikis;  but  it  is  believed  the 
^ii«fttity  atad  vahta  have  not  been  very  eoftsiddraMe  fbr 
«nne  yean  past.  It  cannot  be  ^ubted  that  the  United 
StsAaa  are  i»  possoasion  of  tha  naferial  §»t  makiiig  iron 
bellow  ware.  The  nMi>ve  am  ii  in  abandaMte  in  many 
pttrti  of  the  oaaatry^  and  already  fofaaoea  have  h^eh 
jarta»Hahad,  whbh  ;bid  Mr  to  teaiMt  the  fnlleat  supply 
#tf  tiiaimitiabd  33ka  jwtaati^g  dm;]!  iniilMd  :oa  the' 


fopsigii  iton  ware»  liohlaoin  te  tbe  siiilftil  luaatifhetaier 
every  encouragement  he  can  leiisonably  ask  for.  If 
thie  duty -.was  dtiemed  too  moderate,  and  ael  eafficiailt> 
ly  high  to  give  a  preference  to  the  domestie  manallK- 
ture,  the  committee  would  deem  themsMves  authoritfd 
to  propose  a  further  augmentation.  .The  article  beiag 
not  only  bulky,  but  of  considerable  weighty  must  be 
subject  te  a 'high,  freight  in  proportion  to  its  prime  coat; 
if  to  this  is  added  the  commissions  for  purchase  in  £n- 
rope,^the  insurance,  and  other  shipping  charges,  with 
the  duties  payable  on  its  importation  here,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  foreign  article  ^omes  burdened  suiii« 
ciently  to  give  a  decided  advantage  to  the  American 
manufacturer.  Surely  the  petitiondts  do  not  wish  to 
elaSnr  a  inonopolyr  A  preference  they  ought  to  have, 
and,  se  ha  itm  eneow^gement  bae  been  given  t(y  AmMi- 
eani  mai^nAicture*  generally,  the  aniefe  ii^  question  is 
ehargad  with  the  higkeet  rate  of  duties,' with  aVevy 
few  eidapciene. 

If  Geqgiess  had  detdrmiiied  te  impose  higtMr  daHea 
en  imports,  with  a  view  of  xaising  adi^oiial  revenve, 
or  to  countervail  the  extraordinary  imtpositions  of  other 
countries,  it  would  ba  sotind  policy  to  singid  out  sudi 
articles  as  could  be  readily  manufacturad  i«  the  United 
States  y  and  by  making  a  jilst  discriiainatioii,  aU  mi^t 
derive  a  benefit,  and  none  be  injured ;  but  as  the  Houae 
have  only  authorized  tbe  committee  to  report  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  petition,  and  as  they  are  satisfied 
that  the  petitioners  may  receive  a  preference  in  the 
mai^et  for  their  manu&cture,  so  far  as  cheapness  ahd 
the  quality  of  the  article  will  give  it  to  them,  when 
put  in  competition  with  the  foreign  article,  they  are  of 
opinion  that  it  is  at  this  time  inexpedient  to  augment 
the  dutf  on  iron  hollow  ware  imported  into  the  Untted 
States*  And  the  committee  recommefnd  that  the  peti.- 
tlonenr  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petttion. 

The  report  w'as  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES- 

Tbe  House  argsiii  went  Idio  a  Oommftlea'  of 
tire  Whole  on  Mr.  8Loak*s  resoluti^o  for  iitepab- 
ing  ft tex  often-  dollars  apoH  every at&<ra  imporfad 
iaCa  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clare  said  ii  waa  easeutially  iieo«tearf  to 
tiM  passage  of  a  low  on  .tbia  snvjeet  %Mi  (he 
aoaeodoient  should  prevMl.  The  ortgfiaal  raiiolfi« 
tioD  eonlen^ plated  a  cvrtaio  de«oi4piioi>  of  petaa^a 
«a  slarea;  tie  ^eefeof  the  ameadmeocwast  tock* 
tend  it  to  ail  persons  imported  inro  the  UbiC^d 
Siarea;  9«tppose  a  tvrgo  of  alatea  shoffldf  afHre. 
Will  they  be  ealeredat  theoaatonv^hoikae  ffsslavietti 
No«  Thef  will  be  raoogdised  aa  a  dtlRsraivc  d^* 
aertptioB  of  persOnra,  ami!  by  that  aMtfits  the  pttf^ 
iDOnt'  of  ther  tax  will  bd  «? aded,  and  tbe  law  hafe 
DO  possible  effeot. 

Mr.  Sloan  said)  on  openiiig'  ib»  budwem  it  had 
oec  bees  hie  iateouon  to  take  atr  aietive  part  Id  the 
debate! ;  hnl  as  he  had  been  e«)kd  (nft,  pArti^olarlr 
by  iheg^ntlemao  frona  Coaneeificbl  (Mr.  DxHiJ 
he  woaTd  aay  a  fe#  wprdaift  reply.  In  the'firat 
f^aee,  he  mint  be  permrtted  t0i*ay  that  he  did  not 
consider  that  gentlemaa  aerioae-*^he  only  conftid* 
ered  htm  as  making  a  dtepkiy  of  thfti  agreeable 
tein  of  faaey  and  gearim  which  he  bad  so  of (f*a 
before  manifeeted.  If  he  wete  obi iffed  to  consider 
him  as  serious,  h«  wocrld  ia  r^iUrn  beg  peribiasioii 
to  aak  km  aaeriMiK  questkm*  what  ^l»a  hia  rieWa 
iirtkeraMiemlfiiMi^alia* oiated^a    ArrtlMfy/iiid 
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Mr.  Su>Aff,  in  order  to  prevent  ibe  emrgrarion  of 
the  subjects  of  that  tyrannic  Daiion  from  which 
his  predecessors  as  welt  a.<  mine,  canoe  to  this  wil- 
derness— choosing*  rather  to  risk  the  clangers  of 
Ibe  ocean,  of  famine  and  of  every  other  species  of 
bardshipMhan  live  longer  under  that  tyrannic  gov- 
ernment? Is  be  afraid  then  emigration  will  crowd 
our  population,  or  disturb  the  steady  habits  of  his 
people?  If  that  is  the  case  I  wiileasebi^i  fears  by 
btating  to  him  that  1  last  year  paid  a  vi;:it  to  the 
country  west  of  the  mountains,  and  there  beheld 
the  countless  millions  of  acres  reberved  for  tbeac-, 

'  commodaiion  of  poor  emigrants.  This  great  tract 
of  country  is  probably  reserved  by  the  Great  Author 

.  of  Nature  as  the  happy  asylum  for  the  op  premised 
aubjects  of  the  despotisms  of  Europe— rather  than 
lax  them  let.  us  receive  them  with  open  arcns^  re- 
membering that  our  ancestors  were  once  like  them, 
^traoffene  in  a  ati^nge  land,; and  let  us  give  them 
•  welcame  reception,  into  this  land  overflowing 
with  milk  and  hopey. 

Mr.  DANA.—Notwithstanding  my  great  desire 
to  gratify  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  to 
{rratify  whom  would  afford  me  great  pleasure,  yet 
inihe  present  case,  with  the  best  disposition  in 
the  world;  I  cannot  do  it.  The  amendment  ap- 
pears tb  me  to  be  very  consistent  with  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  resolution  was  offered.  I  un- 
derstood it  as  a  proposition  of  revenue  relative  to 
the  importation  of  a  species  of  men  that  is  profit- 
able to  our  merchants.  I  thought  the  revenue 
would  be  extended  by  taking  in  the  consumption 
pf  a  larger  class  of  men,  who  might,  therefore,  be 
Tery  fairly  taxed.  I  could  scarcely  hav6  expected 
that  the  gentleman  should  hatre  travelled  over  the 
mountains,  and  have  there  counted  the  countless 
millions  of  acres  spread  out  as  a  beneficent  asylum 
for  poor. emigrants  from  Europe,  much  less  that 
jMshould  have  so  eloquently  portrayed  the  oppres- 
sion of  England  and  France,  and  bleuded  the  num- 
ber of  persons  about  to  occupy  those  western  acres 
with  the  simple  question  of  revenue  now  before 
the  House.  Gentlemen  have  brought  this  forward 
•8  a  question  of  revenoe.  May  we  not  be  permit- 
ted to  take  them  on  their  own  ground  ?  If,  instead 
of  revenue,  their  object  be  a  condemnation  of  the 
trade,  let  them  come  out.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  with  hia  knowledge,  cannot  be  so  ig- 
norant as  not  to  know  that  there  are  other  persons 
.besides  staves  brought  into  the  country,  who  are 

.  deenied  beneficial  to  the  community ;  are  hardy 
an4  industrious,  and  that  the  price  paid  for  their 
passage  affurdsa  pro6t  toour  merchants.  Whether 
this  description  of  imported  persons  is  so  bene- 
ficial as,  in  policy,  not  to  be  taxed,  is  one  thing. 
3yomittingtotax  them,  we  rirtuallygivea  bounty. 
They  may  not  be  so  valuable  to  the  State  as  to 
justify  an  exemption  from  all  taxation.  The  ob- 
jection of  gentlemen  to  the  amendment  takes  too 
great  a  sweep,  wheii  they  consider  it  as  applicable 
.  to  all  persons  coming  into  the  United  States.  It 
is  only  applicable  to^persons  imported ;  that  is,  to 
persons  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years.  [Mr. 
Dama  here  read  the  articJeof  the  Constitution  on 
this  subject.]  Dogentlemeo  think  the  emigration 
fiMl  impof t«tioii  heM  «tatsJ  syoonymous  terms? 


Persons  iniported  are  not  persons  migfiiribg.  If 
we  look  to  the  sfcond  section  of  the  fonrth  article 
we  shall  have  the  )»oint  elucidated,  ''^o  persoa 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under  the  la  ws 
thereof,escapinginto  another,  shall  in  consequence 
of  any  law  or  regulation  then  in,  be  discharged 
frnm;  such  service  or  labor.*'  Persons  imported, 
therefore,  are  those  only  who  are  held  to  service 
by  some  person  holdingauthority  over  them.  The 
designation,  therefore, applies  only  to  those  whoare 
indented  servants  fur  a  time.  Tbegeatleman  calls 
upon  me  to  declare  my  motive  for  this  amendment. 
1  do  n<it,  however,  know  how  he  becameaiitborizQd 
to  make  this  inqui>ition,  or  how  my  motives  caa 
itifiuenoe  the  convictions  of  this  House.  If  the 
proposition  is  a  good  one.  the  motives  that  produced 
it  ought  to  have  no  weight.  v 

Mr.  ^Alston  said  he  had  but  one  or  two  remarks 
to  make,  to  show  the  oeoessity  of  adopting  th« 
amendment.  There  was  a  description  of  permos 
not  embraced  hy  the  original  Resolution,  which  it 
had  heretofore-  been  thought  sound  policy  partic- 
ularly to  guard  against — viz:  persons  of  culorftom 
the  West  Indies.  Under  the  resolution  they  mijjht 
be  imported,  and  he  would  undertake  to  say,  that 
one  hundred  of  them  would  be  more  injurious  than 
ten  thou.Tand  persons  from  Africa.  This  was  one 
reason  which  induced  him  to  favor  the  amend- 
ment. Another  strong  reason  with  him  was  to 
make  it  strictly  conformable  to  the  Constitution. 
Gentleman  vaunt  the  freedom  of  the  CoDstitution 
from  the  word  slave,  and  yet  they  are  for  staining 
every  page  of  the  statute  book  with  it.- 

Mr.  Sloan,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dana,  said,  that 
although  ihatgentleman  would  not  give  his  reasons 
in  favor  of  the  amendment,  be  would  give  his  own 
against  it.  His  wish  was  to  discrimiiiate  betweea 
slaves  and  whites,  on  the  latter  of  whom  he  would 
rather  ffive  a  bounty  thaa  impose  a  tax. 

Mr.  FiBK  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding,  after  persona,  "  of  color." 

Mr.  Dana. — ^^I  may  not  perhaps  agree  with  the 
mover  as  to  the  import  of  the  term  wbic^h  be  pro- 
poses to  Introduce  into  the,  amendment.  It  ht^i 
been  stated  by  some  studenu  of  natural  philosophy, 
that  neither  black  nor  white  is  a  color.  The  intei»- 
tion  of  the  honorable  |^eotleman  most  be<  that  the 
resolution  should  neither  apply  to  blacks  nor 
whites,  and  if  the  gentleman  knows  the  meaoini^ 
of  the  term*  persons  of  color,  he  mast  know  that  it 
doesnot  include  Hacks, b«t  mulattoes.  musiees,  Ac. 

Mr.  FtsK  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Sloan  moved  to  add  to  slaves,  "and  persons 
of.  color."  ^         i 

Mr.  Macon  (Speaker)  said  the  State  of  which 
he  was  in  pan  a  representative,  some  time  after  the 
law  now  under  consideration  passed  in  a  neij^h- 
horing  State,  came  to  a  resolution  for  amending 
the  Constitution,  to  give  Congress  the  nower  oT 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  altogether, 
which  was  sent  to  the  Legislature  of  the  several 
Slates,  many  of  whom  had  concurred  in  it,  or  in 
one  similar  to  it.  This  showed  the  sense  of  the 
Stares  as  to  this  worst  of  all  traffics.  No  person 
could  more  regrd  the  conduct  of  South  Carolina 
than  he  did.    Periwjw  comtfg  from  aa  adjoifliaf 
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Stale,  his  feeliiifft  might  give  him  drflf^rent  im- 
pre>'sions  from  that  which  they  ooght  to  do,  al- 
though he  was  not  ftensible  that  this  was  the  case; 
Bat  ir  always  seemed  (o  him  that  this  measure  was 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  arraisning  the  conduct 
of  a  State  Legislature,  a  Leginrlature  that  wasnearly 
equally  divided,  as  pointing  at  them  the  finger  of 
reproraiion  of  the  whol«  pation.  If  they  had 
aianed^  was  it  not  better  and  more  christian-like 
to  forgive  them  ?  On  this  subject  he  never  hid 
but  one  opinion,  and  that  wasj  that  such  a  law 
ought  not  to  pa:^<t.  Should  it  pass,  it  might  per- 
haps prevent' tlie  importation  of  a  few  persons. 

The  Crairmaii  here  reminded  the  honorable 
Speaker  that  the  question  was-on  the  araeridmfent 
and  not  on  the  resolution,  to  the  former  of  which* 
the  debate  must  be  confined. 

Mr.  Macon,  after  vindicating  biYnseif  from  a 
violation  of  order,  said  the  suhjt>ct  had  been  con- 
sidered in  dilTerent  points  of  vi«»w  by  the  Govern- 
ment; Congress  had  heretofore  felt  a  difficulty  and 
delicacy  in  acting  upon  this  subject ;  so  also  had 
tbe  convention  that  formed  the  Constitution.  In 
hying«on  ithported  goods  an  ad  valorem  duty,  no 
duty  nad  been  laid  On  the  importaiion  of  slaves; 
it  seemed  that  on  this  subject  Congress  and  all  the 
Executive  officers  thought  the  same  way.  Con- 
gress had,  hoi¥ever,  passed  another  law,  prohibiting 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  carrying 
CO  the  trade  from  one  port  to  another. 

There  was  another  question  which  he  believed 
had  not  yet  been  settled,  with  regard  to  which  he 
did  not  profess  w  be  jurist  enough  to  decide  the 
effect  of  the  law..  If  we  lay  this  doty,  could  a  ves- 
sel having  slaves  on  board  enter  the  ports  of  a 
State  which  otherwise  she  would  be  prohibited 
from  entering  1  Suppose  soch  a  ve$isel  brought  to 
the  port  of  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina,  which- 
he  merely  mentioned  because  nearest  to  the  State 
of  South  Carolina.  If,  in  consequence  of  this  tax, 
she  could  be  entered  there,  it  would  be  a  stronger 
reason  a|raittst  the  measure  than  had  lieen  urged ; 
hecause'  it  could  not  be  denied  that  there  are  some 
people  in  North  Carolina,  who,  if  these  persons 
could  be  smuggled  in,  would  purchase  thmi.  In 
the  State  which  he  in  part  represented,  (here 
was  a  portion  of  this  species  of  property.  No  one 
regretted  the  evil  more  than  he  did ;  but  what  to 
do  with  it  was  the  question.  He  believed  that  it 
was  an  evil  for  which  the  wisest  man  in  the  nation 
could  not  satisfy  himstflf  with  a  core.  It  wa.^  an 
evil  which  our  forefathers  had  felr,  and  to  which 
we  mostsubmit  unlit  an  adequate  core  was  found. 
It  was  evident  at  this  time,  that  the  sentiment,  he 
might  add,  the  pas.sion  of  the  nation  was  against 
it:  ibe  natioti  had  set  their  f^ces  against  it;  he 
was  afraid. in  their  decision  the  House  would  be 
governed  by  this  passion.  If  their  only  object  were 
to  evince  their  disapprobation  of  tbe  conduct  of 
Sunth  Carolina,  iiistead  of  imposing  a  tax.  they 
mi^ht  pass  a  re:iotution. expressive  of  their  dissat- 
iefaciioo,  or  propose  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
Btiiuiiom  .  ' 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr^  Sloan,  which  was  K^t^yeas  2i. 

Mf.JMst.aoji  said  he  hoped  the  auiendmeBt  of 


the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  would  not  b^ 
adopted:  in  verity,  he  could  not  see  any  good 
reason  for  it ;  as  the  object  of  the  amendment 
was  entirely  different  from  the  object  of  the  ori- 
4g;inal  resolution,  which  was  merely  to  imposes  tax 
on  the  imporiation  of  >lave8.  With  tbe  honorable 
Speaker  he  concurred  in  regretting  that  thissubject 
had  beep  agitated;  but  as  it  had  been  brought 
forward,  heshouid  vole  for  the  resolution,  provided 
it  were  unamended.  If  the  amendment  were 
adopted,  he  should  vote  against  it. 

What  do  gentlemen  who  ur^e  the  amendment 
want?  Are  they  about  to  exclude  from  the  Unt* 
tedStatesihe  emigration  of  those  unfortunate  mea 
who,  from  poverty  or  distress,  are  unable  to  pay 
their  pa!«sage  across  tbe  Atlantic  ?  Will  they  add 
to  their  misfortunes  by  burdening  them  with  a  new 
tax?  Mr.  N.  said,  that  he  bad  heard  bat  one 
remark  which  bore  the  semblance  of  argument, 
but  which  on  examination  would  be  found  not  to 
be  correct.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Alston)  says,  in  the  Southern  Stales,  thef 
are  apprehensive  of  the  admission  of  persons  from 
the  West  Indies,  and  that  this  resolution  does  not 
inhibit  their  introduction.  Bert  if  they  really  ap- 
prehend danger  from  this  quarter,  may  thev  nof 
avert'it  by  prohibitingthe  importation  themselves^ 
Is  not  the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  every  other 
State  competent  to  this  act?  Then  what  occasion 
is  there  for  the  amendment?  The  original  reso- 
lution stands  as  it  should  'do — all  tbe  arguments' 
urged  go  to  the  main  question.  Nor  are  we;  said' 
Mr.  N.,.as  gentlemen  allege,  pointina;  the  finger 
of  scorn  or  disapprobation  at  any  particular  State. 
Go  the  contrary,  the  object  i^s  general.  But,  say 
gentlemen,  none  but  South  Carolina  admits  slaves; 
butdoes  this  prove  that  no  other  Stite  may  not,  or 
will  not  admit  them?  And  if  this  should  be  the 
case,  would  not  this  tax  bring  us  a  couiiiderabla' 
sum  ?  As  to  revenue,  it  is  true,  it  is  no  great  ob- 
ject ;  though  I  recollect  to  have  heard  a  Scotchmaa 
say.  many  mickles  make  a  muckle.  I  am  for  the 
resolution,becausehbinkthej)eopleofthif(CoiHitrf 
should  hold  op  their  hands  in  disapprobation  of 
the  conduct  of  South  Carolina— I  am  against  tbe 
amendment,  because  it  would  prevent  the  emigra- 
tion of  a  useful  and  oppressed  class  of  men,  and 
thereby  operate  cruelly  towards  them. 

Mr.  SouTRARO  said,  the  object  of  the  reRolatSon 
was  to  lay  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  on  slaves  imported' 
into  the  United  Siatesr.  The  amendment  did  nor 
correspond  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  $  for 
it  would  not  be  contended  that  the  convention  ever 
meant  to  place  tree  white  persons  wishing  to  em*' 
igrate  to  the  United  States  under  the  same  embar* 
rassment  as  slaves.  The  importation  of  the  latter 
had  been  considered  a<9  a  great  injury;  hut  he 
would  ask  if  the  emigration  of  oppressed  Ba^o- 
pean«  was  an  injtjry  ?  We  ha  ve  only  to  look  over 
the  United  Scales  tosee  the  large  number,  as  well 
a^  the  respectability  of  those  who  h^re  been  obliged 
to  pay  t\wir  passage  by  binding  themselves  out  iot 
a  term  of  years.  "It  was  only  m-cessary  for  gen- 
Ueineii  to  view  this  .subject  dispassionMieiy  tor  a* 
moment,  to  reject  the am^'odment.  He  Would  ask^ 
if  the  ameadmeat  earried,  whether  ooe  oniinl^ 
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would  votH  for  the  resolution  ?  He  believed  noc, 
as  ii  would  be  a  greater  evil  to  prevent  the  emi- 
gration oi  whiieii  ibnD  the  importation  of  slaves ; 
as  the  ioiportation  of  the  latter  would  he  limited 
to  the  year  1808,  when  he  had  do  doubt  it  wouM 
be  prohibited  by  tKe  unanimous  vote  of  Coogress. 

Mr.  Dana. — If  I  uuderstand  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  right,  be  imagines  Uie  ameodmeot  is 
not  in  compliance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Cunsticu- 
tioB,  inasmuch  as  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  ninth 
section  of  the  first  article  ought  to  be  restricted  in 
fair  meaning  to  bleves.  It  is  in  the  following 
words.  [Mr.  Dana  here  read  the  section.]  It  is, 
said  h^,*iodeed  difficult  for  me  tp  understand,  bow  i 
an  amendment  in  the  very  words  of  the  Coosti* 
totioo,  without  the  chaQge  of  a  single  term,  can  : 
▼iolaie  its  spirit.  Because  th^  same  words  are 
uaed,  is  it  to  be  inferred  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  the  Constitution  ?  I  am  sensible  (he  amend- 
D'ent  changes  the  complex  ion  of  ihe  rei^olution; 
but  whil9  it  embraces  others,  it  includes  likewise 
those  persoBs  in  tha  resolution.  Perhaps  it  may 
include  some  persons  who  ought  to  be  excluded  ; 
but  it  should  be  observed  that  this  is  only  a  reso^ 
luiioD  for  settlijig  ikf  principle,  and  that  the  sub- 
ordinate details  may  be  settled  io  a  bill.  Gentle- 
men vill  not  eootead  that  the  importation  of  all 
descriptions  of  white  persons  is  bene6ciai.  i  re- 
collect one  State  into  v^hich  a  cargo  of  convicts 
was  imported,  which  h  law  was  passed  to  prohibit. 
The  amendment  theo  merely  involves  the  quea- 
tioa,  whether  the  resolution  shall  be  confined  lo 
slaves,  or  be  extended  to  others. 

The  question  was  then  Jaken  on  Mr.  Dana's 
amendment  to  substitute  persons  in  Ihe  room  of 
8|aveK,aBdpa«-«ed  in  the iMgative,  only  32  members 
rising  in  lav  or  c«f  it. 

Mr.  Early. — I  wiah  fpr  fhe  attention  of  the 
Committee  while  I  submit  a  very  few;  obaerva- 
tions  on  the  resolution  under  consideration,  which 
ate  intended  to  go  to  a  single  point  which  has 
been  but  alightly  noticed  by  the  honorable  Speaker, 
bfii  which  ma|r  be  placed  in  some  points  of  view 
that  are  imporunc.  I  mean  to  conotder  the  sub- 
ject as  a  matter  of  feeling,  in  relation  to  the  State 
oo  whic»h  it  is  about  to  bear.  To  her  it  is  not 
iinim  porta  nt.  The  object  of  the  resolution  certain- 
ly is  either  to  point  the  disapprobation  of  this  na* 
tioo  at  the  practice  in  question,  or  lo  raise  a  reve* 
nuc  from  that  practice.  It  is  either  one.  or  an 
union  of  both  these  ends.  If  i  he  object  be  to  point 
the  disapprobation  of  the  nation  against  Sonih 
Carolina,  I  pray  gentlemen  to  pause  and  reflect 
om  the  consequences  of  snch  a  poli<^y ;  and  I  beg 
all  to  recollect  that  they  are  interested  as  well 
as  South  Carolina  with  regard  to  such  policy. 
Those  who  regard  either  the  feelings  of  one  State, 
or  Che  peace  and  harnobony  of  the  whole  nation^ 
vitt  do- well  to  refiect  before  they  adopt  a  policy 
bottomed  on  such  a  principle. 

As  it  may  be,  that  the  metfsure  is  entertained  as 
a  Bouree  of  revenue,  if  this  is  the  object,  I  will  ask 
one  question.  Is  the  f^iee  ibey  are  to  get  worth 
Ihe  evil  they  create  ?  h  the  petty  sum  of  $10,000 
or  950^000  of  po  much  moment.  Is  it  a  ^nffieieot 
n^ot  to  this  Goirarameat  to  induce  tham  to  adupi 


a  measure,  which  will  irritateand  wound  the  feel- 
ings of  a  respectable  member  of  the  Confederacy  ? 
Furty  or.fifiy  thousand  dollars  is  a  petty  sum  to 
this  Government;  but  it  is  not  so  to  a  State ;  it  ia 
not  so  to  South  Carolina.  Let  gentlemen;  if  thef 
pleas^.  attem  pt  to  get  round  i he  qtiestion,  by  sa  yiag 
that  ibis  resolution  ie  not  exclpJvely  confined  to> 
South  Carolira-^t  he  evasion  is  unworthy  of  theni^ 
The  whole  nation  knoif^if,  SouHi  Carolina  knows, 
and  we  know,  what  is  intended  by  t ;  and  it  is 
thesameasif  SouthCarolinawas-on  the  face  of  it. 
The  sum,  though  trifling  to  the  United  States,  is 
not  so  to  South  Carolina.  The  revenue  tnlended 
by  this  resolution  to  be  drawn  from  South  Caro- 
linay  will  equal,  if  it  doeajiot  exceed,  the  witolfr 
expense  of  her  government.  What,  then,  will 
be  the  situation  of  the  people  of  that  State,  its 
case  this  resoltttion  is  adopted  7  It  will  be  the 
situation  of  a  people  who  pay  a  double  tax.  ThCf 
will  pay  a  tax  for  the  support  of  their  own  Gk>T'^ 
ernmant;  revenue  will  be  drawn  from  ihem.for 
national  purposes^  as  from  the  other  parts  of  th^ 
Union;  and  they  wiU  be  burdened  with  an  ad-t 
dicional  tax,  equal  to  the  whole  expense  of  their 
State  Oovernment.  I  will  ask  now,  wbeMier  the 
evils  attending  such  an  imposition, and  the. reflec- 
tions arising  from  it,  wiU  not  oeoeasarily  irritate, 
wound,  and  ufit^d  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  that 
Statel  Whether, then,  Wecoiisidar  itas  a  measure 
to  evince  the  disapprohaCioa  of  the  nation,  or  asft 
source  oi  revenue,  it  flows  from  a  policy  equally 
questionable.  ^The  people,  sir.  of  South  CaroJin* 
cannot  avoid  the  reflection,  that  the  finger  of  eeoiiia# 
is  pointed  at  them ;  that  a  ckMible  tax  is  impospd  ott 
them.  What  will  be  the  consequence?  That 
-vrhich  every  gentlaman  must  foresee,  it  ia  not 
difficult  to  foresee  it,  because  it  is  a  natural  conae*^ 
quence,  snob  as  must  fuilow  whenever  thecoma(ioa. 
feelingsof  human natureaneenlenained.  Thecon- 
seqtience  will  he,  an  alienation  of  atmchoMnt  to 
and  reapeot  for  this  Giovernment.  I  ask  gemie* 
men  to  put  the  question  home  to  themselves^: 
whether  the  revenue  ihey  expect  is  worth  thesae-*^ 
rifice?  This  is  a  question  which  ought  never  to 
bestirred  in  our  national  councils.  Though  older 
men  than  myself  might  better  tell  the  Committee 
than  I. can.  do,  the  effect  which  introducing  this 
subject  in  any^  shape  invariably  has  had  on  the 
feeCogs  of  the  Government,  or  on  the  Represents^ 
tives  of  the  nation,  i  will  undertake  to  give  my 
opinion  of  it.  Sir,  I  have  always  understood  thac 
this  subject  was  found  most  difficult  to  be  adjusted 
in  the  F^ederal  Convention.  I  have  always  nnder*^ 
stood  that,  when  brought  before  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  in  any  period  or  in  any  shape,  a  fervor 
of  feelinff  and  warmth  of  sentim«ttt  never  failed  to 
disturb  the  public  harmony.  Every  man  kaowa. 
the  eflect  of  the  first  application  to  Congre^s  on 
this  subject,  by  a  man  at  the  head  of  a  noted  bodf 
of  men  in  Pennsylvania  or  Delaware,  <^  the  name, 
I  believe,  of  Warner  Miffiin«  Ail  know  the^ffecia 
of  an  applioaiipn  of  a  more  recent  date,  iii  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  from  bome  friend- 
ly people  northwardly.  All  know  the  effects  of 
the  celebrated  reaul«t4Qn  laid  on  our  table  the  last 
aesaioA,  i^y  the  same  gentleman  who  kaa  Ikmifed 
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U8wiih  ib«r€fioluuoa  UDdereonaicieratios^to  naske 
free  all  persons  buro  of  a  mother  in  the  Territory 
of  Coiumbra,  after  a  ceriaii^  periods  All  will  re- 
colleei  the  height  to  whi«h  the  feelings  of  men 
wer«  wrought  on  those  occasioos.  It  is  because 
tke  agiiaiiou  of  ibis  sohjecc,  always  had  and  al- 
ways will  have  the  same  effeet,  tba4  1  tbiuk  it 
ought  Devcur  to  be  iatpoduced  into  this  House. 

There  is  another  idea  on  this  subject)  of.no  small 
importance^  We  constantly  hear  from  different 
qaarters  of  the  Union,  complaiiits  relati?e  to  th« 
uaproteoted  state  of  irad%  Memorials  to  thiscT- 
f«ct  are,  every  day  heaping  themselves  upon  os, 
I  submit  then,  the  question,  whether  if  we  lejB|;arize 
this  trade,  so  far  aai  the  imposition  of  tax  can  legaU 
ioe  it,  we  shall  nptbcscooie  bound  to  pfoleot  it  as 
Ofompletely  as  we  are  bound  to  protect  ainy  other 
species  of  traffic^  And  whether  we  shall  nut  re- 
ceivecrowds  of  memoriulsto  this  elect,  from  negro 
merchants?  .  I  believe  We  shall;  and  if.  by  col- 
leettog  a  rerenue,  we  legalize  the  traffic,  they  will 
have  the  same  rights  as  other  traders. 

I  haire  another  objeotijoo.  i  eomider  it  as  open- 
ing ail  objectionable  source  of  reveoti^*  I  consid- 
er it  i>bjeetionable  to  draw  rerenue  from  such  a 
.traffic,  Are  we  not  told,  in  a  loud  tone,  that  it  in- 
volves a  violation  of  every  pfincipleof  moral  obli- 
gation ;  that  it  is  a  crying  sin,  which  c^Rsfor  the 
veageance  cf  Heaven  ?  Are  we  not  tc^,  on  this 
▼ery  floor,  that  it  is  so  black  a  sin  as  ought.to  in- 
duce us  to  expect  signal  vmreanee 7  Well,  after 
these  thipgs.afe  said  and  reiterated,  will  £f  ntle*- 
men  eon  tend  that  this  is  a  proper  source  of  rere- 
nue? What  \  Draw  resources  fdr  the  support  of 
a  great  €un«  from  acts  whieh  are  declared  to  be 
sins  against  Heaven  ?  if  this  be  correetytbeo  may 
we -go  en  with  this  as  a  precedent,  and  take  the 
whole  cRtalogiw  of  crimes,  and  draw  revenue  from 
every  "oatfa  that  is  broken,  and  ever^  felony  that 
is  perpetrated !  Thus^  by  4aixing  every  crime,  we 
shall  support  this  Govemment4)y  the  comniissioo 
of  crimes.  In  mv  opinion,  the  adoptioa  of  a  taw 
(kr  resoltftioQ'tQ.the  effect  ^  that  on  your  table, 
will  ^x  a  Slain  .on  the  records  of  this  House,  and 
on  the  ehara.cter  of  the  nation,  at  which  our  pos- 
terity will  blush,  and  for  which  we,  in  ofir  mo- 
ments of  cool  refiecison,  will  have  ample  cause  to 
condemn  ourselves. 

There  ate  other  points  which  might  be  noticed ; 
but  as  they  aresuchasalreaKly  have  been  dwelt  on, 
CMrare  fami^r  to  tlM>  minds  of  the  members,  I  will 
not^detain  theCummiitee  by  any.  remarks  on  them, 
bat  I  will  conclude  by  observing,  that  so  far  as  re- 
spects myself,  I  will  give  this  resolution  a  moi'e 
hearty  negative  that  I  have  erer  bel'ore  given  in 
iby  life. 

{.At  the  request  of  Mr.  Smilib,  the  act  of  Con- 
ress  passed  in  the  year  IQtM),  was  read  by  the 

blerk.r    '    ^ 

Mr.BaoQM.-^I  a{[ree  w^th  the  gentleman  from 
Qeorgia  in  expreasincr  the  wish  that  this  resolu- 
tion &id  i>ever  been  brought  forward,  .inasmuch i 
as  I  wish  that  the  State  of  Souih  Carilina,  in  im* 
iiatioa  of  her  sister  States,  liad  never  given  oc- 
casion for  it.  It  isjsaid  ihat  this  is  a  question 
wliieh  has  alwfiya  produced  agiaktiolt^iQ  this 
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Houae  wheoever^t  came  before  it.  if  this  be  any 
argument  at  all.  it  is  in  favor >of  bringing  the  dis- 
cussion to  ansclose,  by  eztinguishinsr  the  cause 
which  prbduees  iti  for,  until  this  shall  be  (he  case, 
there  will  always  be  found  men  In  this  House  to 
offer  a  similar,  r^oiution,  the  result  of  which  inaf 
be  a  like  agitation.  The  oufstion  is  not  now 
whether  this  resolution  sbaii  be  inrtrodueed,  but, 
as  it  is  introduced,  whether  it  shall  not* be  put  to 
sleep  forerer,  by  exercising  at  once  our  Consttta>» 
lionai  powers.  It  is  contended  by  the  gentlemab 
from  North  Carolina.;  (Mf.  Alston,)  that  this 
KflKasure  is  not  Coustituiiooal,  because  it  operate* 
partially. 

Mr.  ALBTok  rose'  to -explain.  If  h^  had  said 
that  he  did  not  consider 'the  resolution  as  Consti- 
tutioaal,  he  had  expressed  what  he  did  not  mean 
to  say.  He  had  mearot  to  say,  ind  he  believed  he 
had  said,  U  would. operate  partially  and  unjuiitlfr 

Mr.  £l|tooM.*— i.  am  glad  tfte  gentleman  baa 
saved  the  time  of  the  House,  and  ^me,  the  trouble 
oloonfating  theai<guifient  which  I  had  conceivecl 
him  to  have  urged t  rBut-  as,  on  this  f^oipt,  mueil 
honest  fear  may  prevail,  I  mast  be  permitted  to 
prertiise,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman's  con^^* 
sioo,  that  this  resolution  is  strictly  Const rtutionaW 
The  spirit,  of  theOowstitution,  if  there  were  no 
express  provision,  would  embrace  the  power ;  a^ 
one  of  xhe  first  laws  af  the  Qovernmeot  would 
have  been*  in  coos*nance  with  this  spirit,  tb  pro*-' 
hibit  a  trade- so  regnant  to  the  uniform  tenor  olT 
the  Cottstituiion;  abd  to  its  verv  preamble.  Th4 
first  object  of  a  bodv,  established  vb  guarantee  llM 
rights  of  a  f;ee  people,. but  for  thia  provision.  Would 
hare  been  at  least  ^  {irohibition  &f  the  extensioii 
of  slavery. 

BUf^  say  ffeU4lem«Mi,  there  is  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution wbion  declares  that  all  duties  shall  be  uni* 
form;  and  bepa  use  this  tax  will,  operate  on  Sou  til* 
Catolioa  alon«,  it  is  uflconsititutlonal.  I  do  not 
know,  however,  that  Ccqagress  are  bound  to  B^f 
that  each  Bute  shall  pay  an  ^exaet  proportion  oi 
the  duties;  for^  in  soeztensivean  union,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  any  duty  to  be  laid  whieh  would 
affect  equally  all  parts  of  it.  Do  you  io^pote  iH 
duty  on  diatilied  spirits.'  you  riiHe  one  part  of  th^e 
Union  in.  arma;  do  yrou  ta^  the  fisheries,  a noih«tr 
part  of  the  (Jnioa  is  ia  fertbeat ;  and  so  with  rO^ 
spect  to  theimpoBiiioa  of  a- tax  upon  other  artieteo 
coosomedoaequai  ly  i  n  different  imrts  of  the  Unto  At 
No  tax  can,  from  the  nature  of  things,  operuM 
equally  on  all  tlie.  States.  By  nniformily,  can 
only.be  meant  an  uniform  ofi^ration  on  all  th« 
subjects  of  tax  in  whatever  part  of  the  Union  they 
may  be  found,  it  cannot,  therefore,  be  said  that 
this  tax  is  ineon.*«iatent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Ooa^ 
siitnrion.  It  his  the  very  untformiiy  required  by 
the  Qoostitufion,  for  nopart  of  the  Union  will  bb 
exeippted  by  any  act. of  the  Uniou  from  its  opeftt- 
tien.  There  lean  be,  therefore*  no  objection  to  tbe 
resolution  on  this  grpoad.  But  we  have  not  to 
resort  to  general  principles  to  justify  a'tqx  ex- 
pressly provided  for  by  the  words  of  the  Ooa- 
stitation. 

**Themigrationor  importatioiDof  such  personsus 
/  Mkf  of  tihe  8tttes  now. existing  ahaii  think proj^ 
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*  10  admit,  t^hail  not  he  prohibited  by  the  Congi'ess 

*  prior  10  the  year  1808 ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be 
'  imposed  on  such  importation,  not  exceeding;  ten 

*  dolUrs  for  each  person."  Here  there  is  an  ex- 
press provision '  that  this  tax  may  be  imposed. 
Will  gentlemen  say  that,  it  was  .the  intention  of 
the  Convention  to  gives  power  which  was  nevrr 
<o  be  carried  into  effect?  This  power  so  given 
implied,  on  the  part  of  the  Union,  an  agreement 
to  limit  th^  amount  of  the  tax.  and  on  the  part  of 
the  States  a  recognition  of  and  an  assent  to  it. 

It  is  said  this  measure  will  be  harsh,  oppresifive, 
unjust.  Why  %  Because  it  will  oper;ate  on  Bonih 
Carolina  alone.  But  I  will  ask,  if  such  be..the 
characteristics  of  this  power,  how  this  clause  be-< 
came  ingrafted  on  the  Constitution  ?  Was  there 
Dot  in  the'  Convention,  on  this  subject,  conces- 
sion on  both  sides  t  Did  not  the  Union  concede 
to  the  Southern  State?},  that  prior  to  the  year 
1808,  there  should  be  no  nrohibitJon  of  the  im- 
portation of  slaves?  But  did  not  ihe  Stares,  in- 
terested in  this  traffic, concede  to  the  United  States 
the  power  of  laying  a  tax  often  dollars  upon  every 
imported  slave  ?  Gentlemen  then  bind  ns  to  our 
coDfcession ;  thejr  say  it  is  harsh,  unjust ;  that  it 
tends  to,wound,  irritate,  and  harrow  up  their  feel- 
iogsi.  U  this  logic  be  applied  to  the  private  trans- 
afciions  of  life,  how  will  it  sound  ?  1  sell  a  man 
a  horse;  he  takes  it,  and  1  rail  upon  him  for  the 
price  he  promised  to  give.  Instead  of  giving  me 
the  money,  he  says  it  is  bard  and  unjust,  and  that 
U  tends  to  woun<),  irritate,  and  harrow  op  hisfeel- 
in^^s  to  demand  it  of  him.  Why  did  South  Ciir- 
olma  submit  to  the  Constitution,  and  thereby 
pledge  herself  to  pay^  this  tax,  if  she  is  now  un- 
willing to  submit  to  it? 

The  gentleman  says  this  ought  to  be  considered 
at  a  matter  of  feeline,and  that  we  oui^ht  not  thus 
to  point  the  finger  otscorn  at  the  State  of  South 
Carolina.  What  is  this  but  an  acknowledgment 
that  the  traffic  is  improper,  9nd  that  the  finger  of 
acorn  might  be  direcjted  to  it  ?  i  am  not  saying, 
that  the  proceeditigK  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina are  wrong  J  but,  if  they  be  wrong,  to  smother 
up  the  tra0i«action  without  exercising  our  Consti- 
tutional power,  is  to  make  this  Government  a 
garty  in  the  wrong.  I  do  not  wish  to  point  the 
nger  of  Ncorn  at  any  S^ate,  but  are  we  to  be  pre- 
vented, by  this  suggestion,  from  prohibition;,  as  far 
M  we  constitutionally  can,  a  trade  di.^approved  of 
by  the  general  voice  of  the  country*  and  disap- 
proved of  by  the  laws  of  every  Siac©  in  the  Union 
except  one  1  To  show  the  extreme  abhorrence 
of  Congress  against. the  >lave  trade,  we  have  hut 
to  turn  to  the  law  passed  in  the  year  1794 ;  what 
does  it  say  ?  **  If  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States  shall,  eooirary  to  the  true  intent 
'and  meaning  of  this  act,  take  oA  hoard,  receive. 

*  ot  transport  any  such  persons' as  above  desct  ibed 

*  in  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  selling -them  as 
'  slaves,  as  aforesaid,  he  or. they  shall  forfeit  and 
'.pay,  for  each  an  I  everv  person  so  received  on 
'  Dt>ard,  transported,  or  sold,  as  aforesaid,  two  hun- 
'  dred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  the 
^United  States  proper  to  try  the  same;  the  first 
'  wuiety  thereof  to  the  use  o/  the  United  Siaie^ 


'  ami  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  such  person 
*or  p(-rsoi>5  who  shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the 
'same.''  By  this  act  all  citizens  are  prohibited 
from  fitting  out  vessels  for  carrying  on  this  trade, 
and  not  only  the  shjp  is  forff  iied,  but  a  penalty  is 
likewise  impacted  of  two  hundred  dollars.  In  iha 
year  1800,  another  act  was  passed  by  Congress, 
wliifh  has  been  read  by  the  Clerk.  In  this  act. 
Congress  have  manifested  their  sense  of  the  in- 
humaiiify  of  this  trade,  and  they  have  impaled 
penalties  on  carrying  on  a  trade  in  slaves  evea 
from  one  foreign  port  totaoother.  I  ask  if  this  is 
not  exhibiting,  in  the  strongest  terras,  the  disappro- 
bation of  Congress  against  this  traffic?  When,  noC 
contented  with  prohibiting  transactions  relative  to 
it,  which  occur  under  our  own  ^yj^s,  they  inflict  se- 
vere penalties  upon  those,  who  pursue  it  in  foreign' 
ports.  Every  State  but  South  Carolina  has  pas^a* 
ed  prohibitory  laws  on  this  subject.  I  pr^ume 
that  the  pecuniary  intecests  of  other  States  coiv- 
nected  with  it,  are  equal  to  those  of  South  Caro* 
lina.  They,  however,  stand irTg  aloof  from  this 
pursuit  of  paltry  gain,  and  actuated  by  motives  of 
hu  ma  pity-  and  justice,  have  entirely  interdicted 
it.  South  Carolina  alone,  uninfluenced  by  the 
example  of  her  sister  States,  has  opened  her  doors . 
to  the  iotroductior^  of  slaves. 

If,  then,  their  object  be  profit,  let  us,  as  far  as 
we  can,  reduce  this  profit;  let  us  throw  every  im- 
pediment we  can  in  the  way  of  it.  But  it  has 
been  said,  and  with  some  degree  of  apparent  tri- 
umph, in  argument,  that  if  we  pass  tiie  proposed 
law,  we  shall  thereby  regulate  this  trade,  and,  in 
doing  so,  be  bound  to  protect  it«  Astonished,  sir. 
I  should  be  to  see  that' standard,  heretofore  raised 
in  the  defence  of  liberty,  now  reduced  to  protect 
the  slave  trade.  Fortunately, however,  we  can 
never  be  bound  to  protect  this  trad^,  because  the 
United  States  have  solemnly  declared  that  it  shall 
never  be  carried  on  in- any  of  our  vessels,  or  by 
any  of  our  citizens.  How,  then,  protect  it?  In 
French,  Spani>h,  or  English  vessels  ?  Does  not 
the  common  sense  of  every  man  revolt  at  the  idea? 
By  the  laws  of  the  land,  our  owa  citizens  cannot 
carry  on  the  trade;  surely,  then,  Wf|^  cannot  be 
called  on  to  protect  foreign  vessels  in  practices 
disallowed  to  our  own  citizens.  We  have,  there* 
fore,  no  reason  on  earth  to  fear  that  our  aritoed 
vessels  will  be  degraded  by  convoying  a  parcel  of 
slaves  to  this  boasted  land  oHiberty. 

But  it  is  said  that  we  sbaU  encourage  the  trade 
by  drawing  fi  revenue  from  ii«  I  appeal  to  the > 
correct  sen^^e  of  gentlemen,  whethef  the  impo.si-> 
tion  of  a  duty  upon  an  article,  can  be  considered 
as  encouraging  its  importation?  Have  duties  im- 
posed upon  im,ported  articles  ordinarily  ihisefiVct? 
No.  If  this  effect  is  intended,  the  way  is^  to  strip 
them  of  duiieh;  and,  in  the  case  of  a  favorite  ar* 
tide,  always  to  keep  it  eiempt  from  duty.  To 
be  told,  then,  because  we  lay  a  duty  upon  the  im- 
portation of  slaves,  we,  therefore,  favor  their  im- 
portation, i:j  the  most  novel  prjuCiiilel  ever  hea*d 
of. 

,  It  is  said  this  duty  will  not* prohibit  the  import* 
a  tion  of  slaves.  I  would  be  glad  if  it  should  have 
the  efiCtfCt  of  prohibiting  ihetr  imporlaiipn ;  but  i 
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will  aekiTowMge  I  despair  of  my  cfreat  effect  be* 
io^  (NToduced  in  i\m  way.  Btit  tnou^h  it  may 
Dot  have  thiiv  effect,  it  may  depress  tbei^reat  stim- 
vAqh  the  trader  ha^  to  carry  oo  tbU  trade-  It  can 
only  be  carried  oo  froiQ  mot  i  Tea  of  gain.  Will  ii 
beaaid  to.be  no  irifliog  thing  to  im|K>>ea  tax  of 
t0o  dollars  a  bead  on  a  cargo  of  three  or  four  bun- 
dred'blacka?  Wilt  tliis  be  00  diminutioo  of  profit  ? 

This  is  all  we  caa  do«  Let  us^  chen^  do  all  we 
can,  and  leave  the  rest  to  Providence.  Let  ua  not 
call  for  help  aniil  we  have  first  helped  ourselves. 
Let  ua  not  say  the  CoiiBtituiion  ties  our  bands  from 
doing  anything,  when  we  are  stared  on  the  very 
face  of  it,  with  the  power  to  do  something.  We 
shall  never  be  able  to  wipe  away  the  dii^grace  of 
encouraging  the  slave  trade,  which  may  be  im- 
puted to  us,  unless  we  pass,  to  the  full  extent  of 
our  Constitutional  powers,  laws  to  prohibit  it. 
May  not  the  reflection  be  cast  upon  us,  that,  after 
having  achieved  our  liberty,  our  first  act  was  to 
trample  under  fuo(  £he  most  sacred  rights  of  hu- 
manity and  justice  ?  If  what  we  shall  doWill.  not 
amount  to  a  prohibition  of  the  trade,  is*  all  our 
labor  therefore  lost?  No,  sir;  we  may  draw  a 
revenue  from  it.  We  are  told  that  this  will,  be 
disgraceful ;  that  it  will  be  the  price  of  infamy  ; 
and  that  an  honest  Government  ought  not  lo.d Hi w 
a  Ye  venue  from  so  corrupt  a  source.  In  answer 
to  ibis  sQgsrestion,  I  will  appeal  to  the  sentijments 
of  every  member  of  this  Commfttee.  If  ivbe  in- 
famous, as  gentlemen  contend,  the  Conslitution 
Las  tied  up  our  hands;  the  Cunsiiiuiion  has  le- 
galized the  trade.  If  there  be  infamy  in  it;  we 
are  bound  to  submit  to  it.  Under  these  pircum-- 
stances,  what  dues  common  ^ense  tell  us  to  do  ? 
To  make  the  most  of  .the  power  we  possess.  There 
is  evil  enough,  Grod  knows,  in  the  trade,  and 
we  can  only  loiseo  this .  evil  bv  eztrabting  as 
much  good  from  it  as  we  can.  Is  it  just  to  say 
a  Qovernipeot  patronizes  crimes  because  it  de- 
rives profit  frpm  the  labor  of  her  criminal  con- 
Ticts?  It  is  contrary  to  common  sense  to  draw 
such  a  conclusion.  Gentlemen  say,  if  you  draw 
revenue  from  this  source,  you  may  as  well  obtain 
it  froni^licenstng  thieves,  murderer.«,  and  the  per- 
petrators of  other  crimes.  But  there  is  a  great 
differeace  between  the  cases.  Iil  oae  case  you 
have  a  right  to  punish,  and,  by  punishing,  prevent 
tb«  pofomissioo  of  crimes.  But  here  our  haod«: 
are  tied.  Thus  far,  says  the  Gonsiitutiou,  you 
sIhiII  go,  and  no  farther.  We  may  prevent,  and 
we  do  preveoi.  our  owa  citizens  from  carrying  on 
the  slave  irade^  but  they  dare  not  go  further. 
With  tftis  view  of  the  Kubjeei,  I  ask  Whether  ira^ 
posing  a  duty  ^n  be  considered  as  saaciiooiog 
the  act?  A  thief  we  may  puoish^  but,  ra  tliis 
case,  we  cannot  drag  to  oar  tribunais  men  who 
owe  no  allnuiance  to  our  Govern meiit,- and  who 
are  sheltered  t^KJer  a  Constitutional  provision. 

We  impose  duties-  on  all  ariioles  except  tbore 
we  think  proper  to  eocoui^ge.  '  Why,  then,  ex- 
empt thi.s?  Unfortunately,  a  slave  is  considered 
by  our  laws  a«  8»  article  of  property,  and  come^i 
within  the  cla«»  of  properly  ifii|)or ted  into- the 
United  States^  Upon. salt,  9Ugar,  and  other  arti^ 
dea^of  the  &x^  Aei;«sdity,  we  Uave  laid  high  and 


oppreasi ve  daties.     We.  ha  ve  laid  a  d uty  of  twen ty 
cents  on  eVary  bushel  of  salt,  and  correspondent, 
duties  on  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  molasses.    I  aiik,i 
then,  when  it  is  coiiMdered  that  these  articles  are 
extensively  consumed  by  the  poor  of  our  country, 
do  we  not  take.froqi  labor  the  price  of  its  indus« 
try,  while  We  omit  to  lay  any  duty  on  slaves,  who, 
so  far  from  being  owned  by  the,  poor.are  the  ex- 
clusive property  of  the  rich  1 — thus  exempting, 
this  article  of  luxury,  while  others  of  the  first  ne* 
oesiiity*  which  are  consumed  by  the  poor, -in  com- 
mon with  aUdesoriptions  of  citizens,  are  burdeoed 
with  R  heavy  duty.    While  articles  allowed  to  be 
beneficial  to  all,  classes  pay  high  duties,  articles 
which  are  injurious,  used  by  the  rich  to  pamper 
their  luxury,  remain  free  from  duly,  and  all  the 
efforts  of  the  nation  cannot  obtain  the  imposition .. 
of  even  a  slight  duty  on  them.    How  inconsistent, 
is  this  with  the  pompous  profession  of  relieving. 
ib«  poor,  so  long  tK)uncfed  in  our  ears  1    We  have . 
heard  it  triumpbantiv  announced  that  the  millen- 
niiim  has  arrived,  and  that  poor  men  areno  longer 
to  be  oppressed  with  grievous  taxes ;  and  yet,^  wheu 
we  propose  to  lay  a  duty,  wb^se  effect  might  ba . 
to  lessen  the, tax  on  the  necessaries  of  Itfe,  we  are 
told  we  are  not  to. do  it,  because  it  will  irritate, 
the  rich.    I  would  not  wi^h  to  wound  the  feeU 
ings  of  any  map,  hut  I  do  not  know  why  we  should 
traqaple  op  the  poor  ia.  order  to  privilege  the  rich. 
In  this  cguutry,  1  '.know  of  no  such  privileged- 
order,  and  I  trust  we  uever  shall  know  it.    Viewed 
in  the  aspect  of  revenue,  is  the  duty  so  small  as  to 
be  unw<orthy  of  notjce  ?    If  the  tax  produce  only  . 
S20,0OQ,  it  will  enable  usio  uke  off  the  tax  oa. 
pepper ;.9ad  should  ii  produce  oqly  ^10,000,  we 
may  takeoff  the  tax  on  medicines  and  a  variety 
of  other  at tietea^unsumed  .by  all  classes  of  our  cit- 
i:;ens.    But  it  may  not  be  as  small  as  gentlemea  ' 
imagine.    If  10.000  slaves  are  imported  in  a  year, 
it  wdl  amount  to  $100,000.    It  is  possible  double 
that  sum  may  arise  from  it.    I  affect  uot,  on  this  . 
point, io  speak  with  precision,  but  if  we  reckon  oa ^ 
what  has  occurred  in. past  times,  we  calculate  oa 
improper  data^    As  we  shall  in  a  short  time  pos- 
sess tJie  power  of  entirely  prohibiting  the  trade,- 
the  present  moment  will  probably  be  seized  as  the  ^ 
last  days  ia  which  this  iniquitous  trade  may  be/ 
triumphantly  cajried  on.    lu  order  to  meet  future 
demands,  those  engaged  int  it  will  go  to  the  full  - 
extent  ttC  thair  capital — to  the  whole  length  of 
which  importations  will  be  made.  This  is  aaitroag 
reason  for  our  doing  ail  in  our  power  to  repreifa . 
this  trade. 

I  need  not  dwell  on  the  great  niimberpf. slaves 
concenuced  in  the  Soutliero  States*    At  the.  time 
u(  taking  the.ceD>tts  they  amounted  to  832  000*. 
In  the  State  of  South  Carolina  there  were  140,000 
Mlavos,  and  IdO.OQO  whites.    I  need  not  exHaiiate 
on  the  greatness,  of  this  evil.     Not  only  South  ^ 
Caroliaa  may  suffer,  but  all  the  other  neighboring 
-Siates^  may  ehare  the  evil.     Those  States,  who 
are  ashamed  to  avow,^  participatioa  in  the  trade, 
may  be  indebted  to  bl^r  for  an  augmentation  of 
iheir  slaves;  and  ihe  evil  may  extend  to  those- 
Siates  who  novvt  believe  theiusefves  secure.     If. 
these  paaple  were  ^  Mm  on  their  m$»mc».,  I  ask  ij^.. 
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the  who^e  Union  would  not  be  bound  to  amist  in 
putting  (hem  down  ?  It  i«  not,  therefore,  South 
Carolina  alone-,  but  all  the  mefnbers  of  this  Con- 
federacy that  may  be  disturbed  by  the  accumula 
tion  of  this  evil.  It  is  from  these  constderations— 
because  f  wish  this  traffic  to  be  checked,  and  be- 
cause, ait  an  object  of  revenue,  I  am  for  making 
the  must  of  the  evji,  and  because  we  may  be  ena- 
bled thereby  to  exempt  articles  of  the  first  neces- 
sity from  at  lea^t  a  part  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them — that  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  ongrht  not,  in 
j Oi^tice, to  exemptthf.s  article  an ylongrer  from  duty. 

[After  the  speech  of  Mr.  Broom,  the  debate  went 
on  during  t-he  remainder  of  this  and  the  greater 
part  of  tlie  enfiuing  day.  Having  already  pre- 
sented, in  the  remarks  of  the  preceding  speakers, 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  prominent  facts  and  ideas 
ditfclo^ed  in  the  debate,  we  shall,  from  a  necesi^ry 
regard  to  other  more  important  matter,  pass  lightly 
over  that  part  of  it  which  followed,  vonfioing  our 
notice  principally  to  replies  and  explanations 
drawn  forth  from  Xhe  observations  already  detailed.' 
This  course  is  pursued  to  give  an  impartial  sketch 
of  what  occurred. — Editors.'] 

Mr.  Sloan  4poke  at  some  len^rth,  enforcing  the 
ideas  previously  expressed  by  him. 

Mr.BcDiNOBR  assigned  bis  reasons  for  being 
against  the  re^olutiohl•.  He  viewed  the  slave  trade 
as  a  great  evil,  bat  be  feared  the  imposition  of  a 
duty  would  rather  encourage  than  repress  the  im- 
poKatfon  of  slaves.  He  knew  the  tax  would  be. 
diaagreeable  to  his  constituents,  and  -be  would 
rather  go  on  without  receiving  a  cent  from  it  than 
raise  money  in  <uch  a  way. 

Mr.  Qarlt  said  that  hemraa  far  from  Intending 
to  charge  the  mover  of  the  resolution  witti  a  dis*- 
pomtioo  to  woofNl  the  feelings  •of  any  member  of 
the  Hou^.  He  had  said  nothing  to  that  eff<>ct. 
HewoulJ  on  the  contrary  observe  that  he  consid- 
ered the  manner  of  the  gentleman  mild,  and  such 
as  had  not  rendered  him  in  the  least  obnoxious  to 
Biloh  a  charge.  He  had  said  that  the  feelings  of 
fikruth  Carolina  would  be  probably  wounded  by 
the  measure.  He  had  no  diapos^itioa,  however,  to 
charge  the  gentleman  from  New  Jeney^Mr. 
6t30AN)  with  iHich  an  intention.  The  task  of 
wounding  the  feelings  ot  South  Carolina  (if  the 
observations  of  a  gentleman  on  this  Hoor  could 
wound  her  feelings)  had  been  reserved  for  the  gen- 
tleman's friend  from  Delaware,  ( Mr.  Broom.)  who 
had  taken  occasion  to  heap  on  her  head,  so  far  as 
related  to  the  importation  of  slaves,  every  term 
of  reproach  which  his  imagination  could  brinff  to 
hts  aid.  If  be  expected  bvt  would  be  imitated  iq 
aoeh  a  procedure,  he  would  be  fni:»taken.  One 
word  in  reply  to  an  observation  which  he  had  a p- 
plied  to  the  State  of  Georgia.  He  had  said  that 
the  evil' was  not  confined  to  South  CaroUna,  but 
that  it  extended  to  the  neighbonng  Statett-— that 
it  extended  to  .the  State  of  Georgia,  who,  though 
ashamed  to  avow  her  approbetiod  of  it,  partici- 
pated, notwiths  andiag,  with  43outh  Cavolina  in  it. 
Give  me  leave  to  say,  said  Mr.  E.,so  tar  as  relates 
to  the  State  6f  Georgia,  that  she  has  novbeen-^ 
that  she  never  will  be-^ashamed  lo  avow  what 
she  doea;  liod  tiial,ao  far  from  approTing  ttoir^de, 


she  took  a  atep  six  or  eight  years  back,  that  bad 
not  then  been  taken  by  any  oiher  Slate:  she  pro- 
hibited the  traffic  by  au  express  injunction  of  her 
constitution.  Let  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
show  anything  in  Iris  own  constitution  like  thit* 
On  this  occasion,  the  opponents  of  the  reaolutioa 
were  disposed  (o  treat  the  subject  with  temper. 
Heretofore,  the  temper  which  had  been  displayed 
had*  originated  wiih  them,  but  nbw  it  has  pro- 
ceeded from  a  difiv rent  quarter. 

The  debate  here  closed  for  this  day.  The  Com-' 
mittee  roae  about  4  o'clock,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Wednesoat,  January  22. 

Mr.  P.  R.  TnoMPdON  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia, repre-senirng  that  the  fees 
paid  to  the  officers  of  the  coons  are  exorbitant 
and  oppressive,  and  praying  that  the  fees  may  be 
reduced  to  the  same  amount  chargeable  in  the 
courts  of  Virginia.— Referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday  on  the  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  Nelson. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  show  the  necessity  of  uniformity 
in  certain  judicial  proceedings  of  the  States,  Mr. 
Bi DWELL  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Muolpedt  Th^i  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  further  pravision 
ooght  to  be  made  by  law  for  prescribing  the  manner 
in  which  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceed- 
ings of  the  respective  Stktes  shaH  be  proved,  and  the 
efict  thereof;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  five 
members. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  jorisdictton.  in 
certain  cases,  to  the  State  Judges  and  State 
Courts.  The  bin  was  reported' with  an  amend- 
ment thereto. 

Orderedy  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

The  House  again  went  iato  a  Commilt«e  of 
the  Whole  OB  Mr.  Sloan's  reaoltttion  for  impoa* 
ing  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  npon  every  slave  impocted 
Into  the  United  States. 

Mr,  DAWBON.^-Bverjr  gentleniiatt  who  baa 
spoken  on  thia  unfinished  bnsioeBs  baa  ^xpreased 
his  regret  at  iu  introdiiction**-noDe  feel  it  mora 
than  I  do}  t>f  the  aincerity  of  whieb  declaration 
i  mean  to  give  a  proof  by  the  motion,  whieb  I 
shall  make  to  yon.. 

If  thia  regfet  was  f(p4t  at  the  incrodnetion,  it 
muat  be  increased  by  the  course  which  the  argn* 
roent  has  taken,  and  by  the  warmih  which  baa 
attended  it.  Ata  time  like  this,  wh^tlepredationa 
are  committed  on  our  eotomerce,  coasts,' and  har^ 
bors ;  when  our  property  ia  pluiidered.  our  oiti- 
xeas  and.  our  country  maltreated  and  insulted,  it 
would  aeem>  to  me  to  be  more  wiae  and  more 
patriotic  to  cherbh  a  spirit  of  accommodation, 
and  to  OAUoaU  oas  efforta^nd  wiadom  in  adoptiA^ 
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thoMe  meas^r^s  best^^saUulatfiid  lo  meie^  tJijs  stac« 
of  thioffs,  to  support  our  just  claims^  to  viodicate* 
our  violated  rights;  and  not  to  introduce  subjec'ts 
which  wiil»ineviiabl7  create  division,  which  will 
excite  one  section  of  the  continent,  one  portion  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  against  another,  thereby  dis- 
turbing tbat  harinony  an<}  union  of  councils  so 
nec/ssary  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 

With  this  view  of  our  situation,  in  order  to 
take  such  measures  as  the  state  of  pur  country 
re(|uirps;  I  oDove  to  postpone  the  farther  consider- 
ation of  that  resolution  until  this  day  week,  in 
order  that  we  may  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  LfitB  opposed,  and  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennes- 
see, supported  the  postponement^ 

Mr.  Broom  sai()  that  the  gentleman  frbm  Vir- 
ginia spoke  of  a  degree  of  warmth  excited  by  this 
2iscu^ton.  1  pi^esume,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  in  this- 
remark  he  had  some  allusion  to  m^.  I  most  con- 
fess I  ain  sorry,  tfiat  any  gentleman  should  have 
so  understood  my  obnervatibns  as  to  suppose  them 
applicable  to  any  member  of  this  House,  or  any 
Stale  to  the  Union.  I  assure  the  House  I  intend- 
ed my  ob:iervations  should  apply  to  the  slave 
trade  as  carried  on  from  Africa,  and  not  tp  any 
State  or  member  on  this  ftoor.  I  perceived  by  a 
law  of  the  Unitecl  States  that  this  trade  was  not 
permitted  to  be  carried  on  by  any  State,  or  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  I  therefore  could  not  pre- 
sume it  was  so  carried  on,  and  dould  therefore 
mean  no  yefleetion;on  any  State  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  My  observations  were  exclu- 
sively applicable  lO'  the  slave  trade. 

Meaars.  Si.OAif,  STAMiroif,  F)8k,  and  Elmer, 
spoke  against  the  postponement,  and  Mr.  Taq- 
QABT  againat  the  tr^soLuiipB.  When  the  question 
OB  postponement  was  \aA — ^yeas  85. 
.  Mr.  Dana  took  an  hi^torioal  view  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Con^Tese  on  this  subject ;  regretted 
tl»e  rejection  of  bis  amendment,  and  added,  that  as 
the  sole  question  was  now  on  the  original  resolu- 
tion, a  Question  which  he  had  wished  to  have 
parriedy'Dut  whtehtheeommiitee  had  determined 
should  betaken,  aod  he  was  then  otiiciaily  cafled 
upon  to  ezfvress  his  approbation  or  disapprobation 
d[  the  slave  traile,  he  could  not  hesitate  for  a  rao 
meat  doing  the  latter.  H^  should  therefore  vote 
fer  iheDemotioB. 

Mr.  ALSTOif  placed  in  a  more  expanded  view 
his  observatioos  of  yesterday,  and  made  addi- 
tional rc«Marks. 

Mr.  J.  C.  SMrra  aapporled  the  resolution,  and 
idndicated  the  State  he  represented  from  any-  im« 
putatioQ  from  not  havioff  a  similar  featare  in  her 
constitution  to  that  of  the  constitution  of  Geor- 
gia. He  obKerved  that  the  constitution  o€  Con- 
necticut, having  had  its  origin  about  two  hundred 
years  ago.  had  not  foreseen  the  present  state  ot 
things;  but  he  begged  permi8>uon  to  say,  that 
Conoeotio^t  had  never  received  into  her  bosom 
any  of  the  species  of  property  alluded  to* 

Some  recriminations  enifued  between  several 
memliers,  oa'  the  participation  of  the  traders  of 
some  of  Che  New  England  States  in  carrying  on 
the  alave  ttade. 


Messrs.  SmuB  and  Southard  spoke  at  eoh- 
siderable  k^ngih  io  favor  of  the  resolution. 
'  Mr.  1*.  MooRB  said  he  hdd  not  op  this  oecasioa 
expected  to  -have  risen  $  hut  as  he  was  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  South  Carolina,  he  thought  it 
his  duly  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 

He  said  it  was  true  he  was  one  of  those  whe 
had  ex-pressed  his  expect atk>n  that  tfap  Legisia* 
lidtre  of  South  Carolina  would  pass  prohibitory* 
laws  affainst  the  importation  of  slaTes.  He  had- 
no  doubt  other  Representatives  of  the  State  had 
expressed  in  private  the  same  opinion.  It  wae 
probable,  under  that  expectaMon,  that  the  House 
bad  postponed  tjte  further  coosf deration  of  the  re- 
solution the  seuion  before  the  last.  .  Be  that  as 
it  might,  he  hoped  (lie  House  would  Aot  charge, 
huu  with  Uuptieiiy.  He  would  state  some  faota' 
not  known  to-everyvooe.  It  would  be  recollected, 
after  the  |iostpooement  had  taken  place  here,  ia 
the  Legislaiore  of  South  Carolina  a  bill  had  pass- 
ed the  House  of  Represe&tatatives  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, avid- bad 'been  lost -hi  the' Senate  but  by  a 
single  rote.  The  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
the  sa,me  thing  had  occurred.  He  would  ask,  it 
tbis  did  hot  justify  the  expectation  he  bad  ex- 
pressed? As  he  was  up,  Mr..  M<  said,  he  could 
not  avoid  making  a  reply  to  a  few  of  the  obser- 
vations of  the  gsinleman  from  Delaware,  (Mr,i 
Broom.)  .  He  was  not  a  litUe  astoniahed  to  hear 
a  gentleman  on  this  floor,  express  such  sentiments 
of  maiioe  atid  di^eapeet  towards  Somth  Cwolina 
and.  he^  oitizens.  lie  had  hopedy  from  a  gea« 
lieman  who  lately  eaioe  into  the  Hoiue,,  fikare 
pfttdeiMe.  But  be  his  standing  what  it  might,  ha 
wouid  aell  him  hi's-expressiona  ih«d  bees  lek  by 
the  Repnaentatires  of  that  State.  He  hod  mwle ' 
a  loo^navang^ie  to  maka  the  House  believe  that 
a  tax  of  ten  dollars  woiM  do  every thieff;  but 
there  was  not  a  single  gentleman  in  the  Houeei' 
acquainted  with  bosiness,  who  could  believe  that 
it  would  prevent  the  importation  of  a.single  slave. 
Mr.  M.  said,he  would  make.this  siiugle  ob^rvation, 
and  let  the  gentleman  apply  it  as  he  deased.  He 
would  remitid  him  of  the  anecdote  oetween  the 
bedlamite  and  the  beau;  who  had  a  s^ord  swag- 
gering at  bis  side  ;  when  the  latter  wes asked  what 
he  had  that  sword  for,  he  said  it  was  to  kill  his 
enemies — let  thena  aloae,said  the  foraki9r,they  wiU 
die  of  themselves.  If  the  f^entkman  had  saved 
himself  the  trouble  of  making  the  disrespectful 
epithets  in  which  he  had  induiged,he  might  have 
created  less  cause  for  irritation,  and  everything 
might,  perhaps,  h^vejbeeb  put  on  tLe  best  footing 
for  passing  prohibitory  la\^s. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks  from  Messrs. 
Sloan  and  Smilib, 

Mr.  Rhea  at  Tennessee  entered  largely  into 
the  field  of  argument  against  the  resolution. 

When  the  question  bctag  piH,  the  resolotiMi  was 
agreed  to— yeas  79. 

The  Committee  baring  risen,  ai|d  the  House 
being  re:$umed,  took  the  report  of  the  Committee 
iuto  coiii«i  deration. 

Mr.  Clark,  having madea  fewTomerks  againae 
agieetiHr  to  (be  re»elucion,  a^ed  for  the  taking 
of  the  yeas  and  nays. 
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Mr.  Alston  said,  if  the  resolution  Aee re  to  piss, 
he  hoped  it  would  be  made  iDrellisJble.  WhKt 
constituted  a  slave?  Tnat  which  made  a  slave 
in  one  Siatedid  not  make  it  in  another.  A  cari^o 
of  persons  brought  into  South  Carolina  been  me, 
under  her  laws,  slaves,  who  would  not  be  slaves 
under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts.  Are  we  then 
about  to  pasd  a  law  for  revenue,  t^iat  taxes  the 
Tery  persions  in  South  Carolina  that  are  not  tax- 
able in  Massachusetts  ? 

The  main  q^uestion  was  then  taken  hf  yeas  and 
nays  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution — yeas  90,  nay^ 
25.  as  follows : 

Ys48 — ^Isaac  Anderson,  Jdhn  Archer,  David  Bard, 
Borwell  Bassett,  Silas  Betton,  Bamsbas  Bidwell, 
ThomfB  Blount,  James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John 
Boyle,  John  Chandler;  Martin  Chitteaden,  John  Clai- 
borne. Oeorge  Clinton^  Jan.,  John  Gloplon,  Frederic^ 
Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Richard 
Cutts,  8anu<\l  W.  Dana,  Etrp,  Datbj,  John  Davenport, 
jan.»  William  Dickon,  Caleb  Ellis,  Bbenecer  Elmer, 
William  Ely,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fow- 
ler, Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew 
Cregg,  Silas  Hjilsey,  Johi^  Hamilton,  Setfa  Hastings, 
William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  John 
O.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Jamea  Kelly,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
Jan.,  John  Pu^h,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, John  Russell,  Peter  Satlly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Bhenexer  Beaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, '  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  SCedman, 
Lewie  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Ten- 
neyt  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Daniel  C. 
Yerplanck,  Poleg  WadswOrth,  Matthew  Walton,  John 
WhitehilU  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Mar- 
maJuke  Williams,  Nathin  WilUajm,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, and  Joiieph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  ChristO' 
pher  Clark,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  John  Dawson,  Elias 
Ejrte,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  James  M.  Garnett, 
Ri>bert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  ^  William  McCreery, 
Divtd  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
0*Brien  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Thomiui  W.  Thomp- 
son, David  R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bllU,  be  brought  in 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Mr. 
Sloan,  Mr.  Fisk,  and  Mr.  Dana,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 


THURSDAY,  January  23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford, 

Beaolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
imiuire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  time 
fi*r  hulding  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  District  of 
North  Carolina. 

Ordered  That  Mr.  Stanford.  Mr.  Clark. 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  South  Carolina,  be  SL\y 
piiin ted  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolu- 
tion. 


DETACHMENT  OF  TflE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  Several 
blanks  in  the  bill  were  filled  up  one  authorizing 
the  Pre.sident  of  the  United  States  to  accept  as 
part  of  the  detachment  any  cjrps  of  volunteers 
who  shall  engage  to  continue  in  service  sii  months' 
after  arriving  at  the  plac6  of  rendezvous,  and  an- 
other  appropriating  two  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
pay  and  subsistence  of  such  part  of  the  detach- 
ment as  may  be  called  into  service.  When  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with  thes^ 
amendments,  in  which  the  House  concurred. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  by 
strikmg  out  the  following  words,  in  t7<t/tc,  relative 
t>  the  proportions  of  the  detachment  to  be  tailed 
from  (he  respective  States;  *mo  beapportiyned  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  bjf  the  militia 
returns  of  the  last  year^  in  cases  where  such  re- 
turns  were  made,  antl  in  cases,  where  such  returns 
were  jMt  mivde  the  last  year,  by  such  other  data 
as  he  shall  judgeequUaMe^^  and  by  substituting  la 
lieu  thereof  the  wor^s,  ^'.according  to  the  iast 
census." 

Mr.  Varnum  stated  sereral  reasons  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Dana  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  moved 
a  modification  of  it;  which  he  also  withdrew  on  aa 
explanation  made  by  Mr.  Varndm.  When  the 
bill  wa^  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tbird  read* 
ing  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  that  oh  the  third  of  December 
the  fullowiog  resoltttioa  had  been  entered  into  by 
the  HouKe:    ■ 

«  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  -as  relates  to  the  conduet 
of  the  belligerent  Powara  towards  the  United  States, 
and  the  unjustifiable  construetioi^  lately  given  by  soma 
of  them  to  the  law  of  nations  as  it  regards  the  rights 
of  neutrals,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means." 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  did  not  know  how  this  sub* 
ject  came  to  be  referred  to  the  Committeit  of 
Ways  and  Means.  He  believed  it  furni.'thed  the 
first  instance  of  a  great  Dational  principle  being 
referred  to  any  standing  or  select  committee  uf 
the  House.  It  had  always  been  UKual  to  refer 
such  principles  for  settlement,  in  the  first  instance, 
t<i  a  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the 
Union,  to  which  committee  several. memorials  oa 
the  same  subject  had.  been  refened.  There  was 
ariother  cireum'staaee  which  it  was  necessary  to 
Htate,  whieh  wss  the,  deransted  aiiuation  of  the 
Committee. of  Ways  and  Means;  three  members 
of  which  wiere  libsent  from  the  Houstf.  As  this 
was  confessedly  the  most  iipportant  subject  be- 
fore >theni,  he  trusted  the  motion  he  was  about  lo 
make  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Smilib  then^  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  be  discharged  froonthe  farther. 
cunitideratit>n  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  Q^DiNoy  said,  if  ihe  object  was  to  diseuas' 
the  propriety  of  the  .reference,  of.  this  subject  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meao^he  iluubtad. 
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whether  the  motion  were  in  order,  as  the  same 
point  had  been  before  debated  at  large -when  the 
reference  obtaiaed.  He  should  suppose  the  mo»t 
proper  course.would.  he  lo  call  on  the  chairman 
otxhe  commiuee  to  inform  the  House  in.  what 
situation  the  business  stood.  The  chairman 
might,  perhaps,  be  in  bis  place  to-morrow.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  this  motion  might  imply  a 
eeosure  upan  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  meant  no  4>srespect  to  the 
committee,  and  Kaid  h^  would,  at  the  reqaest  of  the 
member,  withdraw  his  motion  until  to-morrow. 

BBFENbB  OP  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

On  motion' of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  respUed 
itself  into  a  Committer  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  on  the  report  of  a  se[ect  committee 
on  that  pact  of  the  Message  of  the  President  that 
relai.es  io  the  defending  our  ports  and  harbors,  dbc. 

The  first  resolution  was  read  as  fpllows: 

Buohedt  That  a  sum  of  money,  liot  exceeding  one 
hundred  fnd  fifW  thonsand  dollars,  be  appropriated  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  our 
ports  and  harbors  to  be  better  fortified  and  protected 
against  anj  insult  or  injury. 

Mr..  DAweoN. — At  the  commencement  of  the 
present  sesiiion,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  obedience  to  his  dutjf,  made  known  to  us  the 
state  of  the  nation ;  be  then  informed  us,  that, 

''Our  coasts  have  been  infested,  and  our  harbora 
watched,  by  private  armed  vessels,  some  of  them  with- 
out commissions,  some  with  illegal  co'mmiseioni,  otheis, 
with  those  of  legal  form,  but  committing  piratical  acts 
beyond  the  authority  of  their  eommissions.  They  have 
captured  in.  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as  well 
as  on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  vessels  of  our  friends 
coming  to  trade  i^ith  uf,  but  our  own  also.  They  have 
carried  them  off,  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication, 
but  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  justice,  they  have 
plundered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in  obscure 
places,  where  no  evidence  could  arise  against  them, 
maltreated  the  crews,,  and  abandoned  them  fn  boats  in 
the  open  eea,  or  on  desert  shores,  without  food  or  cover*> 
ingi  These  enormities  appearing  to  be  nnieached  by 
any  eoetrof  of  their  Sovsteigns,  I  found  it  neceasaiy  to 
aqnip  a  force,  to  croise  witlnB  enrOwn  seas,  to  arrest 
4UI  veasel^of  these  descriptions  found  hovering  on  onr 
eoastsr  within  the  Umits  of  the  Gulf  Sireamk  and  te 
bring  the  effenders  in  for  trial  as'pimtes. 

**  The  same  system  of  hovering  on  onr  coasts  and  har- 
bor^ under  color  of  seeking  enemies,  has  been  also 
carried  on  by  public  armed  ships,  to  the  great,  annoy- 
ance and  oppression  of  our  commerce.". 

"^With  Spain  our  negotiations  for  a  settlement  of  dif- 
ferences hsve  not  had  a  satisfactory  issue.  Spoliations 
during  the  former  war,  for  which  she  had  formally  ac- 
knowledged* herself  responsible,  have  been  refused  to 
be  compensated  but  on  conditions  affecting  other  claims 
In  nowise  eonne.  ted  with  them.  Tet  the 'same  prac* 
ttces  are  renewed  in  tlio  pre^nt  war,  and  are*  already 
of  great  emounti'  On  the  Mobile,  ojur  commerce  pass- 
ing through  that  riv^r  continues  to  be  obstructed  by 
aolMtrary  duties  and  vexatious  searches.'  Propositions 
for  adpuling  amicabbr  the  bonndaries  of  Lonisiaoa 
ha^e  not  been  acceded  Io." 

*<  Inroads  have  been  reeenUy  auide  into  the  Teirri- 
tories  of  Orleans^  and  the  MAsissippi.  Ow'  eitisens 
hfar/s  been  eeiapd  and  thair  prepaitj.plttQdaiad  iar  the 


Yeiy  parts  nf  the  former  which  had  been  actnelly  de- 
livered up  by  Spain,  and  this  by  the  regular  officers  aail 
soldiers  of  that  Government." 

"  In  reviewing  these  injuries  from  some  of  the  belli- 
gerent lowers,  the  mpderation,  the  firmness,  and  the 
wisdom  of  the  Legislature  w^ll  sil  be  called  into  action." 

This  communication  excited  the  honest  indig- 
nation of  all,  who  heard  it;  and  a  similar  imprea- 
sion  seems  to  have  been  made  in  every  part  oi  the 
coniin^nt.  Already  have  our  eonsiituents  exr 
pressed  their  sentiments;  daily  do  our  fellow-citi- 
zens convey  to  ua  declarations  of  their  indignft- 
tion;  already  have  they  offered  their  lives,  their 
fortunes  and  .their  sacred  honpr^  in  support  of  our 
just  claims,  and  of  our  violated  rights;  nor  hav0 
occurrences  since  lessened  that  impression.  It 
now  becomes  ourjduty,  and  a  most  important  oqe 
it  i8,  to  adopt  those  measures,  and  to  provide  those 
meaosj  best  calculated  to  meet  the  state  of  things; 
to  secure,  peace, J f  peac^  is  attainable  on  terms 
consistent  with  our  interest  and  honor;  and,  if 
not,  to  unite  the  confidence,  rouse  the  zeal,  and 
direct  all  the  energies  of  our  country,  rf  by  the 
fully  of  some  Qovernmeats  and  the  viccft  of  others 
they  should  become  necessary.  To  this  all  the 
wisdom,  all  the  firmness,  all  the  moderation  of 
Congress  will  be  called  into  action.  It  well  be- 
hooves us  to  be  neither  ra»^h  nor  diffident^  hut,  as- 
suniins:  that  ground  which  reason,  justice,  and  our  ' 
importance  as  a- nation,  entitle  us  to.  to  maintain 
it  with  uobatiog  zeal,  an  invincible  firmness]  and 
rendering  justice  to  all,  we  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand-it  from  all* 

^  It  ia  imposMble  for  any  person  to  look  baok  on 
the  injinries  and  insults  which  we  have  received, 
without  feeNngmifch  imiignaiion  and  a  spirit  for 
revenge.  It  is  impossible  to  look  forward  with- 
out feeling  much  anxiety  and  much  awe.  I  oWa 
to  yoa  I  have  experienced  them.  1  have,  howi 
ever,  consoled  myself  with  the  pleasing  hope,  that 
when  we  came  into  a  Oommitiee  of  the  Whole| 
and  took  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  oar  eoon- 
try,  a  spirit  of  accommodation  would  have  dis- 
covered itself;  that,  forgetting  all  party  or  local 
disttnenoo,  we  should  have  united  our  effurts  in 
sapport  of  sur  violated  rights,  of  oitr  plundered 
propertf,  of  our  degraded  citizetis ;  nor.  did  ( 
doubt,  nor  do  I  now,  that,  with  this  disposition, 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  was  adeqoaie  to  all  theif 
purposes ;  to  sapport  the  peace,  interest,  and  honor 
of  oorcoaotry. 

Mr.  CLiiffTOH.-r<It  must  strike  evary  member  of 
tke  Houae  that  the  sum  ooatempiated-tOi.)eappnH 
priated  by  the  resoIotioBto  the  proteetion  of  out 
porta  and  karbors,  ia-akogether  inadequate*  I  did 
not  espeet  that  weshoald ,  be  called  upon  At  thia 
tiaie  to  take  this  aubject  into  consideration,  and  I 
am  not,  therefore^  prepared^togoioio  tbeneeea^ 
tary  deiaila  upon  it ;  but  i  beiieve  the  proposed 
sum  will  go  but  a  small  wav  to  fortify  even  the 
port  of  New  York  alone.  I  believe  the  fortifioa* 
tion  of  our  porta  and  harbors  ia  an  object  of  the 
Very  first  importance,  which  has  excited  the  sen- 
sibility of  our  countrymen  from  one  end  of  thft 
continent  to  the  other.  The  attention  of  Con* 
grass  has  been  pariicularly  called  to  the  defence* 
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less  iiiMf  unprotected  state  of  the  \)6rt  of  New  York, 
«fi  which  two  memo ri ah  h»ve  been  presented, 
one  frono  the  merchants  of  fbe  city  of  New  York. 
Und  the  other  from  the  Corporation.  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  easting  anv  reflection  on  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  on  the  re- 
apeetahle  committee  wtio  has  made  this  report. 
But  before  I  give  a  vote  oft  the  subject,  1  wish  it 
coirtd  be  im|uired  into  more  particularly.  I  could 
wish  that  we  had  previously  a  statemeiU  of  the 
situarioQ  of  the  harbors,  and  of  the  sukn  necessary 
to  protect 'eacli  port.  Before  we  have  this  state- 
meiH,  it  is  impossible  for  u^  to  decide  whether 
the  proposed  sum  of  $150,000' will  be  competent. 
I  would  rather  not  appropriate  a  cent,  than  agree 
to  such  a  sum  as  would  be  a  burlesque  on  the 
Mbject. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  the  sum  was  certainly  inade- 
quate, and  the  granting  it  appeared  nearly  equiva- 
lent  to  doing  nothing.  He  thought  the  course 
pursued  in  this  instance  an  unusual  way  of  mak- 
ing an  appropriation.  The  common  way  was  to 
leave  sums  blank,  until  after  principles  were  de- 
cided, and  a  biU  brought  in  to  carry  them  into 
efiect.  After  the  principle  is  settled,  that  we  will 
fortify  our  ports  and  harbors;  that  we  will  build 
a  number  of  gunboats,  or  seven ty -fours,  or  both,  a 
bill  might  be  brought  in,  and  it  would  be  then 
time  enough  to  fill  up  the  blanks.  In  order  that 
this  course  misht  be  pursued,  he  would  move  to 
strike  out  '•  $150,000." 

Mr.  N.  Williams. — It  may  seem  .strange  that 
so  small  a  sam  should  be  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee; but  when  the  precise  objeot  of  the  report 
i»  considered,  it  will  nut  appear  so  surprising.  It 
waa  not  contemplated  in  the  committee  that  one 
buodred  aad.  fifty  ihuusand  dollars  would  be  ade- 
mate  to  the  erection  of  fortifications  £o9  the  de- 
feaee  of  our  Dttmerous  barborB*  It  was  ^uly  ooo« 
aidered  aa  ade(|uaite  to  the  repair  of  the  ppeaent 
foriificatioBs,  aad  the  fitting  up  of  some  additiopal 
guns.  I  am  not  unaware  that  the  subject  U  one 
«f  the  highest  imptortance.  The  furliHcation  of 
the  povts  aad  harbors  oi  so  extensive  a  country  is 
deservedly,  considered  of  the  first  consideraUoa. 
When  we  oome  ^o  take  up  the  subject  in  this 
large  point  of  view,  we  shall  not  fix.  our  attention 
«poii  BO  pitiful  a  sum  aa  tiiai  now  under  oonaid- 
«ra(ion> 

If  that  be  the  intention  of  my  coUeagne  I  ahaU 
keaf  tilf  ooacar  in  bis  motion.  If,  *  on  tne  eon- 
tffarr,  a  majority  of  the  Committee -think  it  beat^ 
in  iDe  firsA  ina«ance,'to  attend  to  the  repair  of  es« 
keing  foitifieations^and  tbe  fitting*  up  of  some  a4* 
ditional  guns  for  imnediaite  usej  and  hereafter  to 
f  o  into  a  bonsideration  of  more  extent »ve  mow* 
wee  of  defeaee,  I  shfall  aoqaiesce.  Atanyratei 
im  witling  that  the  sense  of  the  Committee  shall 
bar  taken  on  this  question,  aad  for  that  pnrpoae  I 
aaeoad  the  moriovi  of  my  eoUeagoei 

Mr;  Elt.-**-!  cannot  conceive  it  of  mueh  conse-^ 

Iuence  whether  the  sum  appropriated  be  either 
EI50,Q00,  or  one  million.  The  only  quesliqn  is^ 
whether  w^  will  make  any  appropriation.  Bef  n^^ 
one  of  the  coomiitiee  who  mach  the  report,  I  wiu 


take  the  liberty  of  stating  the  motives  whieh 
governed  them. 

The  committee  had  no  pariicnhir  predtlectioti 
for  the  sum  stated  in  the  refioft;  for  they  knew  It 
wae  in  the  discretion  of  the  House  to  modify  it  tts 
they  saw  fit.  The  comniitt^e  had  a  conversation 
witQ  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject.  He 
was  pleased  to  say  that  there  were  some  ports  as 
well  fortified  as  could  be  etpected  in  the  preseUft 
situation  of  the  country ;  hut  that,  in  other  places, 
the  furtifieaiimis  were  defective  and  inadequate. 
He  Slated  that,  af  NeW  Oleanfs,  Ibe  fbrlifiektioite 
were  very  inadequate ;  that  they  had  gone  out  of 
.repair,  and  it  was  a  question  whether  it  were  not 
best  to  chanfi^e  their  sites.  He  represented  that, 
at  Savannahy  there  were  no  works,  adding  that 
Georgia  had  made  no  cession  of  land  to  the  tJni- 
ted  States  on  which  to  erect  them.  He  stated 
that,  at  Charleston,  the  works  had  suffered  con- 
siderably in  consequence  of  tornadoes.  He  said 
there  were  some  works  at  Norfolk;  and  likewise 
stated  the  siiuatron  of  New  York.  From  his 
statement  it  appeared  that  but  little  had  been  dune 
towards  the  effectual  proteciion  of  that  barbot; 
and  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  do  anything 
to  protect  it  against  any  considerable  force  that 
.  might  be  brought  against  it.  He  stated  that  there 
was  some  protection  at  Newport;  and  that,  in  the 
Chesapeake,  much  was  nor  required;  and  that,  at 
Boston,  the  harbor  was  nearly  as  weU  secured  as 
it  need  be.  In  addition  to  this  coivetsatton,  the 
Secretary  gave  an  estimate  of  the  sum  necessitry 
to  be  appropriated  to  rep^rir  the  works  whicn 
were  going  to  decfliy.  Tnis  estimate  was  from 
the  month  of  the  Secretary.  I  consider  this  snrti 
as  hiadequate,  and  it  is  my  Wish  that  we  should 
not  rent  on  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
but  decide  for  ourselves.  I  believe  that  great  a^ 
ten  lion  ou^ht  to  be  paid  to  our  ports  and  harbors. 
I  caanot  but  think  tt  peculiarly  proper  to  protect 
il  place  where  one  third  of  our  w.hole  revenve  is 
eollectedr  «nd  vrfaFioh  I  believe  bow  «igh£^he  laid 
titider  oontribotioi^  by  a  single  seven tf4iDflr  giiA 
ship*  H<ow  thas  is  tor  be  dMe^  I  eaanot  pvetea4 
io>s«y»  The  tlimr  alarms  me  in  the  praaenr  surte 
of  oar  atfaira,  ancT  I  thiniB  wsrare-  etlM  vpon  ta 
h^pnipaved>forimtAediate<deff«iiee  0«th4s  poifat 
there  can  be  no  diversity  of'opilyfott.  I  bojM^. 
therefore,  that  ientli^mett,  Who  have  takten  a  full 
view  of  the  subject,  will  come  forward  wltlr  an 
eflScient  pUn. 

Mr.  Dawson.— The />bj^ct  is  to  stHke  out  the 
sum  of  $150,000,  to  introduce  a  larger  amouut.  I 
am  sorry  this  motion  has  been  made.  It  b  known 
to  you.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  more  than  one  mil- 
lion or  dollars  has  already  been  applied  to  the  de- 
fence of  New  York,  provided  thai  State  agrees  to 
appropriate  the  money.  It  ib  known  to  you,  al^ 
thai  many  millions  have  been  applied  to  the  de- 
feuee  of  our  harborsi  It  ia  hnowa  ttt  f  ott«  by  the 
Message  of  the  President,  that  Dfare  most  ifnpof«» 
ant  afticlea  of  defewee  are  ali^dy  in  reariinesa; 
and  that  this  appropriation^  is  only  in  aid  of  an- 
other approprlaviow  of  (800,000  m  go«  hdMts, 
both  being  p8rt»  of  the  same  sfsren¥  for  i%e  pro- 
tee  tion  of  otrr  j^ortii  and  harboia;    Tta^jetttmaM 
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corner  from  tb«  Secretary  of  War,  who,  I  Mid^e, 
is  bf  Iter  iDformed  aod  more  dMinierested  oo  this 
subject  than  any  member  on  thu  flopr» 

Mr.  Eaalt. — 1  rise  to  inquire  whether  a  -mo- 
tioQ  for  the  Coi^mittee  to,  ritie  will  DOt.Muperseiie 
the  motion  now.UAder  consideracioa?  If  so^  l  will 
make  it,  aoft  will  briefly  detail  my  r^asuos  there- 
for. 

It  appears  to  me^  on  &.?iew  of  the. subject  em-, 
braced  by  ibe  report,  that  wd  are<  not  possessed  of 
sofficient  d«;iailed  inionhatioD  on  which  to  fuimd 
a  correct  decision.  T^e  report  embraces  three 
distinct  objeciA,  cootemplateaasso  many  parts  of 
one  general!  e^teoot  of  Uefepce.  One  respecfin^ 
fortJil^atioos }  one  respecting  ships  of  the  Une^aod 
000  respecting  gcinboats..  1  consider  these  as  c^n- 
sUtuiiirg  djfierent  parts  of  one  general  system. 
It  is  true  there  is  but  one  resolution  now  befoce 
the  Committee,  and  to  that- 1  will  direct  m.y  aueo- 
tioo.-  Oo  that  point  thf  Committee  are  possessed 
of  too  little  iniormation  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment, in  my  opinion. .  They  have,  oo  information 
of  what  h^rbora  in  the  United  States  are  suscepti- 
ble of  fortification;  ao^data  on  which  to  decule. 
It  is  not  presjumable  that  everjf  port  and  harbor 
on  our  exten.^tive  liqe  is  susceptible  o(  this  species 
of  defence.  I  undehitand  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
some  i^tf  eminent  military /sbaracters  that  the 
port  of  New  York' is  not  ^uscep(ible  of  defence  in 
this  way.  But  this  is  not  all.  Id  there  any  esti- 
mate of  theespease  ofsucb  a  general  system  of 
.defence,  or  of  a  single  port  or  harbor?  There  Ls* 
not.  Gentlemieo  say  that  theinobjeot  is,  an  d>  that 
it  is  now  I  be  most  correct  course,  to  decide  the 
prmctpieof  defending  our  ports  and  harburs,.and* 
afterwards  to  fill  up  the.  blaok».  But  permit  me 
to  ask  those  who  contend  for  this  mode  of  proce- 
dure,  whether  they  are  wUltvg,  in  th^s  first  place, 
to  agree  to  th^  wrtifioation  of  our^  ports,,  when 
.ti]^y  have  not  only  no. data  lo  determine  theoir 
peiise,  but  frre  likewise  without  any  data  on  which 
to  judre  of  the  effioacy  of  the  measurct?  After 
tbeyr  shaU  \^^^  proceeded  iot  this  course  fur  a 
time,  and  shall  hare  expended  millionsf  the  plan 
may  turn  out  to  be  inc fiectoaJ,  and  every  dollar 
laid,  oat  be  »ook.  This  siiuation  of  our  .ports  and 
hatbors  is  represented  as  alarming,  as.  exposing, 
not  only  the  property  of  oi^r  citizens, *but  likewise 
the  rei^eoue  o(  the  oatioU)  to  the.  lawless  depreda^^ 
lionaof  marauders  and*  privateers..  T.his  is  irue^ 
lamentably  true  I  Bnt  in  proportion  to  its  trnih 
ought  we  to  proceed  gqardedly ;  in  proportion  to 
its  truth  oaght  we- to  possess  data  .to  convince  us 
tliat  the  course  we  tane  wilt  prove  effeotnaK  •  For 
myi^elf  I  tike  oeeasion  to  say,  from  tliO'  little  in** 
formation  I  po^ss,  which.I  allow  is  very^  inooa- 
sidemble,  lam  opposed  to  this  mode  of  defence 
aitoflether.  X  believe  that  it  will  be  ineffectual; 
ihaiTlt  will  afford  no  solid  protection;  and  thftt- 
after  having 4>ro6eededf  even. to  baakruptcyj,  we 
shall  be  as  poorly  defended-  ae  Ve  Were,  beforei 
For  these  rea:»on8y  and  because  I  want  data<oa 
which  to  act,  and  the  iniormation  of  men  .more 
capable  of  judging  on  such  suhjeats  than. I  am^  I 
move  yon  that  tiie  Commiuee  rise*  ^  > 
Mr.DaiWfBOihr^WW  le»iled  o^tkefteport,  I 


should  have  made  an  apology  to.  the  House  for 
the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  this  business, 
but  for  the  situation  in  which  we  ha  ye  lately 
been.    I  trust,  now  the  ^bject  is  brought  befose 
us,  we  shall  take  sonie  effeciuai  measures  fur  res- 
cuing our  eountry  from  iu  degraded  siiuation. 
I  know  there  are  some  gentlemen  in  this  House, 
because  they  have  told  us  so  before,  who  are  fpr 
doing  nothing.    I  trust,  however,  their  number  is 
very  small,  and   that  a  great  majority  will   be 
found  readv  to  do  what  the  exrgency  of  affairs 
require^.    As  for  the  information  requested  ^ 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  1  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  for  what  r,ea»oo  he  calls  for  it.    My  opioion 
as  that  a  certain  sum  should  be  appropriated  to 
this  object,  to  be  expended  at  the  disoretion  of  the 
Executive-    But  the  gentleman,  before  he  agrees 
lo  take  this  step,  requires  information  of  those 
ports  which  are  defensible.    I  know  of  ho  way  in  ' 
which  he  can  gel  information,  except  by  eonvert- 
ing  a  committee  of  this  House  into  a  corps  of  en- 
gineers, to  go  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.    If  a  majority  of  this  House  are  lor  pro- 
ceeding at  once,  according  to  the  recofuroendation 
of  the  President,  to  the  effectual  defence  of  onr 
ports  and  b%rbors,  they  will  not  agree  to  any  mo- 
tion, whose  tendency  is  to  put  the  measure  aside. 
M r. 'Jackson .—1  hope  the  Committee  will  not 
rise  until  they  have  further  inveiHiffated  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration,  and  I  tnink  the  sea- 
sons assigned  by  the  g<;mleaMn>  fRom  Gkofgnt 
wiM,  on  considerauooi  bo  deemed  by  hifflseLf  an 
arggment  against  the  raotioo.'   It  in  said  that  we 
d^noi  now  p<»QeflB»anfficMntdeCBiiled'»afi9mnit«Mi; 
but  it.  iaamt  ne«essa«ry .  now  to  havie  that  detniM 
informs  ttoti-  wftteii  t^  n»%Y^  neeeiisavy  iio<  ba^ 
n^eo'  this  businivee  asf^omes  ifafe  ubiipe  of  a  Mil  • 
;  Wv  stf e  nnw  engaged  in*  ftsi ng  tlie  prinei pte  ;* '  f  hife 
#et»»ie  ef  w^ich  will  teAYcnt  vf\ferwatds.    .Tife. 
interests  of  the*  nation  eallatoud  to  ns  ro  attend  td 
thhr  Subject,    The  cries'  of  our  im  pressed  seatoett 
join  in  the  general  murmur^  odr  commerce,  suB^ 
ject  to  lawless  condemnation' under  admiralCv  da- 
cisfons,  calls  aloud  for  our  attentioof.    It  is  nig& 
time  that  the  representatives  of  the  nation  should 
deliberate  on  the  subject. .  Ledus  then  siifirom  day 
to  day,  until  we  shall  unite  in  effectual  inessorea 
of  redress,    hut  us  no  longer  be  indifferent  or 
inattentive  to  a  subject  of  more  importaoce  thaa 
any  other  that  can  cyme  before  us.    Let  Us  evince 
that  unanimity  which  shaii  insure  success  to 
whatever  we  propose.    Shall  we,  at  such  a  crMt^ 
be  creeping,  on  behind  the  publicr  sentiment^  and 
looking  with  indi&reoce  on.  s^cenes  whioh  «an 
no. -longer  be  submitted  to,  unless  we  resign  the 
iodepeaidence  we  have  acquired.?    It  is  not  iie-* 
cessary,  at  present,  to  go  into  details.    It  iaonly 
necessary  to  say  !w nether  we  will  protect  our  baiv 
bir%  erect  gunboats,  and  buijdjTessels  to  protect 
Our  commerce  pn  the  sea.H,  and  not  only  to  repel 
aggressions,  but  to -chastise  those  who  offer  themt 
1  hope  there  will  be  found  \o  be  but  one  senti* 
ment  in  the  House,  as  there  is  in. the  nation,  and 
that  we  will  expend  the  last  cent  before  we  subli- 
mit to  the  degradations  offered" to  us.    I  entreat 
the  Committee  iu»t  to  m^  until  they  have  fatti 
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deliberated  on  the  subject,  and  have  formed  an 
effectual  plan  fot  obcaiiiing  redress. 

Mr.  Dana. — Seven  weelcs  have  elapsed  since 
the  P  res  id  en  I  ad  J  rested  Congress,  representing:  the 
aggressions  made  upon  the  rights  of  our  citizens. 
During  these  seven  weeks,  Congress  have  nut 
informed  the  nation  of  anything  they  have  done; 
Dor  have  they  announced  that  any  one  thing  will 
be  done  for  the  effectual  maintenance  of  the  vio- 
lated rights  of  their  citizens.  Now,  in  considering 
this  resoluiion,  we  are  called  on  to  decide  on  ihe 
first  point  mentioned  in  the  Message;  not  a  mere 
effect  to  be  produced  by  paper;  authorizing  a  de- 
tachment uf  one  hundred  thousand  militia ;  bat 
on  a  real  and  substantial  defence  against  foreign 
Powers.  On  viewing  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent, it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  embarrassments 
with  all  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe;  that 
we  are  beset  with  difficulties  on  every  jide.  Our 
ports  ate  insulted,  our  territory  invaded,  and  our 
seamen  impressed.  With  regard  to  the  whole  of 
these,  the  Message  affords  us  no  reason  to  expect  a 
speedy  adjustment;  and  since  the  deliverv  oi  the 
Message,  we  have  received  nothing  whica  justi- 
fies a  reasonable  expectation  of  it. 

"  In  receiving,"  says  the  President,  *'  these  injuries 
from  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  the  moderation, 
the  firmness,  and  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  will  all  be 
called  into  action.  We  ought  still  to  hope  that  time 
and  a  more  correct  estimate  of  mterest  as  welt  as  of 
character  wlU  produce  the  justice  we  are  bound  to  ex- 
pect But  should  any  nation  deceive  itself  by  false 
calonlatiQns,  and  disappoint  that  expectation,  we  must 
join  in  the  unprofitable  Contest,  of  trying  which  party 
c«n  do  the  other  the  moat  barm.  -Some  of  these  inja- 
rim  may  perhaps,  admit  a  peaceable  remedy.  Where  ■ 
.  that  ia  competent  it  is  alw^s  the  moat  desirable.  But 
apme  of  them  are  ol  anaftuie  to  be  met  by  forae  onlj, 
and  all  of  them  may  lead  to  it.  I  cannot,  therefore,  b«t 
recommend  such  preparatiooa  as  oirc^imatances  call 
ibr.  The  first  object  is  to  place  o^ir  seaport,  towns 
out  of  the  danger  of  insult.  Measures  have  been  V*. 
ready  taken  for  furnishing  them  with  heavy  cannon, 
'fi>r  the  service  of  such  land  batteries  as  may  make  a 
part  of  their  defence  against  armed  vessels  approaching 
them.  In  aid  of  these  it  is  desirable  we  should  have  a 
competent  number  of  gunboats>  and  the  number  to  be 
eompetent  must  be  considerable." 

This  is  the  first  recommendation^ made  in  the 
Message,  and  on  this  poini^  however  on  m  inor  topics 
oar  citizens  .may  be  divided— on  this  point  the 
President  comes  forward  and  assumes  a  tone  and 
firmness  which  might  well  be  expected  to  unite 
ttll  varying  opinions.  Whatever  divisions  may 
exist  among  us  on  minor' subjects;  we  may  well 
expect  a  general  concurrence  iti  measures  calcu- 
lated to  defend  our  rights.  Farther:  it  should 
be- recollected,  thai  Executive  power  under  our 
Ctovernmeni  is  of  a  limited  nature.  We  all  know 
that,  to  be  efficient,  it  must  be  sustained  by  the 
Legislature.  If,  then,  when  the  President  comes 
forwardjUppeatingto  the  Legislature,  with  all  the 
iofiuence  ol  his  name  and  weight  of  argument, 
what  will  the  world  think,  if  you,  the  Represent- 
atires  of  the  people,  should  shrink  from  taking 
the  measures  necessary  for  the  defence  of  their 
tights?    I  hope  we shaltnot  exhibit* such  an  ez- 


ample'of  hostility  to  th^  President  of  the  United 
States,  In  a  matter  so  infinitely  ina porta nt  to  utAr 
national  character  and  the  maintenance  of  peace. 
If  Vou  do  nofhitig  on  this  point,  ii  is  evident  yoa 
will  do  nothing  effectual  oli  any  other  recom- 
mended by  the  crisis  of  affairs;  and  you  will  pro- 
claim to  the  world  that,  DOtwithstaddmg  the 
millions  of  which  you  are  plundered,  and  nol- 
withstandtng  the  loud  and  just  complaints  of  the 
violations  committed  on  your  rights,  you  are  de- 
termined to  do  nothing.  If  so,  I  hope  gentlemen 
will,  at  least,  agree  to  vote  that  we  are  no  longer 
an  independent  nation. 

Mr.  Nelbon. — It  is  true,  sir,  that'we hayebeen 
seven  weeks  in  session^  and  that  w^  hare  not  de« 
cided  on  any  great  national  question.  But  if  we 
:had  been  in  session  seventy-seven  «weeks,  and 
were  unprepared.  I  should'  vote  against  coming 
to  a  decision  on  any  qOestion,  however  important. 
Is  it  a  reason, because  we  have  been  s6ven  weeks  ia 
session,  without  acting  upon  this  subject,  that  we 
should  now  decide  bliudfoldly  on  a  question  of 
more  importance  than  any  which,  for  a  consider- 
ble  time  past,  has  presented  itself  for  our  consid- 
eration ?  Shall  we  do  it  merely  to  gratify  a  few 
gentlemen,  who  are  for  hurrying  us  into  the  adop- 
tion of  precipitate  measures?  It  is  a  piece  of  re- 
spect due  from  one  gentleman  to  another,  who  is 
not  prepared  to  vote  anderstandingly  on  any  sub- 
ject, to  indulge  him  with  a  moderate  allowance 
of  time.  One  geutlemen  has  seated,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  made  certain  communications  to 
the  Committee. '  If  hepo>se8ses'Bny  useful  know- 
ledge oq  the  subject^  I  should  wish  it  communi- 
cated directly  to  the  Hou.se,  and  printed;  that 
ev^ry  gentleman  may  sianti  on  equal  ground.  I 
will  ask  how  many  ports  and  harbors  it  is  neces- 
sary to' protect?*  Where  they  lie  ?  How  many 
men  it  will  take  to  fortify  theu^,  and  the  number 
of  guns  necessary  for  them?  Have  we  any  in- 
formation on  these  points?  Is  any  genilemaa 
on  this  floor  ready  to  say  he  possesses  it?  Per- 
haps the  Secretary  of  War  is  acquainted  with  all 
these  details.  It  is  ht^  dotv  to  possess  them,  and 
no  doubt  he  does  possess  thein.  But  I  should  be 
fftad  to  have  them  laid  before  the  Le-gislature. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  me  at  this  time  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  proposed  measure.  •  It  will  depend 
on  the  information  I  shall  receive  whether  I  shall 
approve  of  the  ex^nditure  of  a  doltar.  '  My  vote 
will  depend  on  this.  Are  the 'people  prepared  to 
expend  millions,  to  guard  agajnst  that  which  may 
be  but  an  imaginary  e^ll  ?  Is  our  Treasury  in 
such  a  situation,  as  to  authorize  our  appropriate 
ing  millions  for  the  protection  of  harbors,  whose 
situation  we  know  not  ?  I  wish  to  see  the  esti- 
mates. If  the  thing  can  be  effected  by  the  expen- 
diture of  a  moderate  sum,  I  may  agree  to  it ;  but  if 
lthe  sum  required  shall  be  so  enormous  as  n()t  only 
to  eat  up  our  existing  rerenue,  but  to  require  new 
burdens,  I  will  not  vote  for  a  dollar.  We  know 
that  the  House  has  already  appropriated  a  con- 
siderable sum;  more  than  itrwilt  probably  have 
at  its  disposal  ^  and  that  they  have  refused  to^con*' 
tinue  a  certain  tax.    I  will  ask-*— 

Mr.  Macoit  (Speaker)  was  sorry  to  iBteftupt 
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the  gentftmaa,  but  he  would  suboi it  whetiMr,  in 
the  remarks  he  had  just  made,' he  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Nbi«80n. — I  appreheod  that  in  the  remarl^s 
which  I  have  just  mdde,  I  have  not  yet  been  out 
of  order.    If  the  Committee,  or  the  Chairman 
say  so,  I  will  stand  corrected. 
The  Chairman. — The  gentleman  will  proceed. 
Mr.  Nblson. — I  say-  that  it  is  incumbent  on  us, 
if  we  consider  ourselves  as  the  true  Representa- 
tives of  the  people,  before  we  lar  an  enormous  tax 
on  theroi-to  be  sore  that  it  will  be  of  some  use. 
Suppose  we  appropriate  now  five  millions  to  the 
protection  of  our  harboM,  &c.y  and  shall  be  told^ 
after  these  are  expended,  that  ten  millions  more  are 
necessary  to  complete  their  protection.'  Are  tb% 
people  or  the  United  States  in  a  situation  to  pay 
fifteen  millions  for  this  purpose?    With  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  I  am  for  having  correct  in- 
formation befote  I  take  a  step  in  this  business.    If 
a  sum  npt  burdenaome  to  the  people  will  do,  I 
may  vote  for  it ;  bat  if  the  sum  necessary  shall  be 
80  enormous  as  to  subject  them  to  a  heavy  burden, 
I  will  not  vote  a  dollar.  •  The  gentleman  from 
Conneeticut  has  brought  forward  a  powerAil  ar- 
gument, by  asking  us  if  we  will  not  do  that  which 
the  President  recommends  to  us  ?    How  long  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  felt  this  respect  for  the 
President,  1  know  not ;  but  for  myself  I  answer, 
I  would  not  vote  for  what  I  thought  wrong,  though 
recommended  by  the  President.    If  the  President 
should  recommend  what  I  think  a  burden  on 
the  people,  I  dhoutd  hold  up  both  my  hands  against 
it,  and  bis  recommendation  would  be  no  induce- 
ment with  me  to  favor  it.    So  far  as  I  think  bis 
recommendation  accords  with  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity, I  am  for  supporting  it.    When  I  think  it 
iojoriouS|I  must  vote  against  it.,   I  faopfe  the  Com- 
mittee will  rise;  and  I  appear  to  the  candor  of 
gentlemen,  whether  it  is  not  right  and  friendly  to 
allow  some  little  time  to  those  who  declare  them- 
selves uqioformed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Smic.ib.-^I  am  well  pleased  the  subject  has 
been  thus  brought  before  tne  Committee,  as  it  af- 
fords the  first  oppbrtunitv  we  have  had  of  know- 
ing the  opinions  of  each  other  on  it.  I  am  of 
opiBion  that  our  time  will  not  be  ill-spent,  in  pro- 
eeediog  firrther  in  this  discussion,  althougn  £  snail 
ultimately  be  in  favor  of  the  Committee'^  rising. 
Gentlemen  were  not  correct  when  they  told  us, 
that  although  we  had  sat  seven  weeks,  we  had 
done  nothing  with  regard  to  the  difierence^  of  the 
United  States  With  foreign  nations.  I  believe  we 
Lave  done  9omethiog,  and  I  tru^t  that  it  will  provie 
essential.  There  is  one  strong  reason  on  my  mind 
why  we  shoqld  not  decide  now  on  the  subject  be- 
fore as.  This  relates  to  the  ground  on  which  we 
may  decide  this  question.  I  mean  a  subject  not 
yet  brought  forward,  [the  conduct  of  Britain,]  in 
relation  to  wt^ich  it  was  my  wish  to  hav*  made  a 
motion  before  we  entered  on  the  business  now 
under  consideration.  FVom  the  issue  of  that  busi- 
ness, we  may  be  able  to  decide  what  will  be  ne- 
cessary in  this.  If  it  shall  be  thought  necessary 
to  go  to  war,  one  system  of  measures  will  be  ne- 
cessary. If  it  shall  be  determined  to  pursue  a  dif- 
fereot  coarse,  a  difi^reat  aystem  will  be  inquired. 
9ih  Con.  —13 


Our  iQinds  must  remain  in  a  doubtful  state. until 
this  decision  is 'made.  The  subject  now  before 
us  regards  principally  one  nation.  What  do  we 
complain  of?  A  violation  of  our  neutral  rights. 
And  yet  that  subject  is  not  at  present  before  us. 
If  on  that  subject  we  are  determined  to  pursue 
peaceable  measures,  our  course  will  be  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  wonld  follow  from  our  as- 
suming a  warlike  attitude.  In  my  opinion  it  is 
best  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  and  this  busi- 
ness be  suspended  till  we  shall  decide  on  the 
ground  we  mean  to  take  with  that  nation.  I  wiU 
go  farther  and  say,  that  it  is  not  my  opinion  that 
we  are  in  that  unhappy  state  that  will  oblige  us  to 
go  to  war  with  her,  and  if  this  shall  appear  to  be 
the  opinion  of  a  majoritv  of  the  House,  it  may  save 
us  from  a  ^eat  expenoiture  on  the  object  now 
under  consideration.  ^ 

Mr.  Macon. — I  a^ree^th  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  iuthe  proprietv  of  the  Committee's  rising.- 
We  are  called  upon  lor  $150,000,  and  for  other 
sums.    In  requiring  time  for  information,  the  gen- 
tleman demands  nothing  which  I  think  unfair,  or 
that  can  prove  injurious.    Were  I  satisfied  myself 
with  the  report,  oo  so  important  a  question,  I  would 
not  refuse  -time  to  others  to  satisfy  themselves. 
Do  gentlemen  mean  to  make  others  give  votes  be- 
fore they  are  prepared  ?    Is  it  proper  thus  to  spend 
the  monev  of  the  nation  1    With  itgard  to  the 
expense  or  a  74-gun  ship,  we  are  furnished  on  that 
subject  with  an  estimate.    So,  with  regard  to  the 
expense  of  fortifying  our  ports  and  harbors,  may 
not  tfie  Secretary  of  War  give  a  similar  estimate? 
It  would  not,  it  is  true,  be  binding  upon  us,  but  it 
would  be  the  infomiation  of  a  man  whose  duty 
it  » to  be  well  informed  on  the  subject,  and  who 
I  believe  lo  be  well  informed.    Let  him  give  us 
this  informatiottj  and  we  shall  then  be  well  enoogh 
iBformed  to  judge  for  -ourselves^    Lei  us  see  the 
whole  length  of  the  route  before  we  begin  the 
jotumey ;  before  we.imdertake  it  let  us  be  satisfied 
we  ean  perform  it.    In  this  way  we  shall  take  the 
most  direct  coarse,  and  the  business  will  be  sooner 
done  than  by  *voting  oa  it  at  present.    The  Com- 
mittee he.ve  given  us  an  estimaie  of  the  expense 
of  building  a  seventh-four.  .  On  this  subject  there 
is  a  difference  of  oninion,  so  also  is  there  with-r^ 
gard  to  defending  tne  port  of  New  York.    On  this 
point  the  heed  of  the  War  Depertment  may  be 
able  to  decide.    He  probably  may  have  had  an 
examination  made  into  the  possibility  of  defend- 
ing it.    He  may 'possibly  be  of  opinion,  that  k 
inay  -be  defended  by  fortifications  supported  by  a 
nanral  armaahent.    before,  however,  we  take  any 
steps,  I  hope  we  shall  get  all  the  information  we 
can.    I  have  seen  such  a  crisis  as  this  before ;  and 
if  the  statute  books  be  consulted,  it  will  be  found 
tBat  at  least  seven  weeks  were  then  suffered  to 
elapse  before  anyibing[  material  v^as  done»    I  am 
not  of  opinion  that  it  is  sound  policy  to  pass  laws 
as  fast  as  we  can.  -  On  the  contrary,  i  believe  the 
less  legislation  the  better.    As  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  President,  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland.    I  am  not  seht  here  to  obey 
his  mandates,  or  to  carry  into  effect  what  he  re- 
commends; but;to  obey  the  jodgmeotwhich-.aod 
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tave  me,  and  that  I  aitall  do  whoever  isPresidenl. 
U  the  9150,000  contemplated  only  aa  an  entering 
wedge  into  this  bpsiness?  The  same  thing  was 
attempted  once  before ;  but,  then,  to  use  an  appro- 
priate expression,  the  thing  would  not  maul.  I 
bope  the  Committee  will  rise,  and  the  subject  be 
leeommitted.  I  hope  the  select  eotbmiltee  who 
brought  in  this  resolution  will  agree  to  this  course. 
They  have  had  a  full  commuDJcation  with  the 
georetary  of  IVar  on  it.  If  they  are  satisfied, 
charity  and  good  neighborhood  should  induce 
them  to  allow  the  same  privilege  to  others;  par- 
UauUrly  as  it  is  agreed  that  this  subject  is.of  more 
importance,  and  may  interest  the  people  in  a  higher 
degree,  than  any  other  which  can  come  before 
Ihe  House  thia  session. 

Mr.  DAwaoN.-«-An  appeal  is  made  to  our  can- 
dor, which  I  am  sorry  I  am  unable  to  comply  with, 
.and  which,  it  seems  to  me,  the  gentlvman  Who  has 
Just  spoken,  has  but  little  reason  to  make.  Every 
gentleman  of  the  House  will  recoUeet  that  on 
the  first  topic  of  the  Message,  the  honpmble  gen- 
Uetaan  declared  that  he  was  not  for  doing  any 
thing,  and  yet  he  now  calls  for  information.  1 
do. presume  that  this  information  oan  have  no  in- 
fluence on  his  mind.  To  what,  then,  are  we  to 
ascribe  his  desire  for  it,  but  from  his  wish  t^at 
nothing  nuy  be  donel 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nbi^bon^ 
•ays  that  if  tiie  sum  tequired  for  the  defence  of- 
our  poru  and  harbors  will  be  enormods.  he  shall 
te  against  it,  but  if  otherwise,  he  may  be  in  f»- 
▼or  of  it.  That  gentleman  will  see  in  tlie  re- 
solution that  the  sum  contemplated  to  be  ex- 
panded is  only  (150,000,  and  that  therefore  it  oan 
•operate  no  additional  burden  on  the  people. 
These  words,  indeed,  sound  very  wdl;  gentle- 
Aien  may  talk  of  burdens  imposed  on  the  people, 
hfUt  they  know  that  this  measure  eannot  produce 
any  new  buffdens. 

Mr.  MAeoN.-^.Whett  I  was  up  before,  I  ezpli- 
nitly  said  that  I  sboold  confine  aayself  to  the 
-^estioa  under  debate.  I  hare  no  objection  to 
aay  that  I  am  against  the  resolotioo;  not  mean- 
ing, however,  to  aay  that  facts,  which  may  be  at 
present  unknown  to  me,  may  not  tnduae  me  heite- 
after  to  alter  my  opinion;  but  I  confined  mysdf 
Co  the  resokition  under  considenilion. 

The  CHAiaauit  remarked  thai  gentlemen  must 
confine  themselves  to  thequestion  before  them. 

Mr.  N.  WiLLiAMa.'^Having  been  pn  the  com- 
mittee who  brought  in  the  report,  and  obtained 
aatisCactory  information  myself,.!  should  be  very 
sorry  to  deny  the  same  information  to  others, 
indeed,  the  turn  of  the  discussion  seems  to  require 
more  information.  As  1  before  said,  the  commit- 
tee did  not  go  into  an  extensive  view  of  the  sub- 
ject.. They  thought  it  only  necessary  at  present 
to  provide  for  the  repair  of  decayed  fortifications, 
and  the  fitting  up  some  additional  guns.  The 
anm  reported  was  not  wiih  a  view  to  erect  new 
fortifications.  This  every  one  wilt  perceive  to  be 
unattainable  by  so  small  an  appropriation,  when 
he  considers  the  numerous  ports  and  harbors  in 
the  United  Sutes. 
Mr.  Q.  W.  CAMPBaiiU-^I  would  not  trouble 


the  committee  with  a  single  word,  weil  it  nov  for 
the  impression  aUempted  to  be  produced,  that 
those  who  call  for  information  wish  to  do  nothing. 
I  hope  that  the  members  of  this  committee  who 
differ  from  oth^  members  ar  to  propier  measures 
to  be  pursued,  will  not  therefore  be  considered 
less  friendly  to  maintaiaiDg  our  rights,  or  as  less 
ready  to  protect  them.  1  hope  that  merely  l>e- 
cause  seven  weeks  have  elapsed,  without  adopting 
any  effectual  measnres,  we  ^hall  not  be  considered 
as  oostile  to  their  adoption.  I  believe,  with  aome 
g^tlemen  who  have  already  expressed  their  sen- 
tiaaents,  that  we  have  not  sufficient  information 
to  act  upon.  The  only  question  is,  whether  we 
shall  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  lor  the  nroteo- 
tion  of  our  ports  and  harbors.  It  is  not  wbethar 
we  shall  protect  them,  as  that  is  already  provided 
for  by  law.  Bjr  an  act  passed  in  the  year  17M| 
the  rresident.  is  atithoeized  to  protect  certain 
specified  harbors.  Before  I  make  an  appropria- 
tion, 1  wish  to  know  what  has  been  done  under 
this  law;  and  to  know  the  opinions  of  well- in- 
formed persons  as  to  its  effect  If,  on  correct  in- 
formation, it  appears  that  they  can  be  protected 
by  the  appropriation  of  a  reasonable  sum,  1  have 
no  objection  to  grant  it ;  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  9150,000  will  answer  any  reasonable  puc- 
pose. 

Mr.  Cook.— Although  I  am  in  £iivor  of  the  re- 
solution, yet  1  am  also  in  fnvor  of  the  Committee 
rising,  as  I  believe  the  information  we  shall  re- 
ceive will  unite  every  member  of  the  House  in 
favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Smiub  said  he  just  rose  to  explain  some 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  him,  that  had 
been  misunderstood.  When  he  alluded  to^a  par- 
ticular business,  he  had  reference  to  noihiug  of  a 
secret  nature.  Some  time  aince  a  aubtect  (rekr 
tive  to  the  invasion  of  neutral  rights  by  British 
cruisers)  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  which  ought,  in  his  opiniqUf  never  to 
have >been  referred  to  that  oommitase.  It  invol- 
ved a  great  national  question,  which  was  properly 
•the  province  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whmeon  the 
state  of  the  Union.  From  the  detaa^d  state  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meatej  three  meqa* 
bera  beiog  absent,  nothing  could  be  done  in  the 
business.  His  wish  was  to  discharge  theoa  ham 
the  further  consideration  of  iL    .        • 

Mr.  DiNA.-^If  I  understand  the  subject  in  .the 
same  lighit  with  some  gentlemen  who  have  ex- 
pressed their  aenfimeats,  I  should  a^ee.  to  the 
rising  of  the  Committee.  They  consider  it  as  a 
question  of  the  sum  which  we  shall  now  appro- 
priate  for  the  defencet>f  our  ports  and  harbors.  I 
consider  it  as  the  simple  question,  whether  we  are 
disposed  to  appropriate  anything  towards  that 
purpose.  With  regard  to  the  proper  sum  to  be 
appropriated,  I  allow  that  we  want  information. 
I  admit  that  we  want  information,  not  only  on  this 
subject,  but  likewise  on  some  otfauers  of  no  small 
importance.  But  I  conaider  this  Committee  as 
having* now  the  general  principle  before  them, 
and  I  did  suppose,  that  on  the  general  principle 
we  should  alt  agree.  .  I  applaud  the  independence 
of  the  gentlemen  froo^  Maryland  and  North  Car* 
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olioa ;  lioldiijg^  the  opinkns  ihey  do,  their  C9n- 
duct  is  certainly  eorreet.  Bat  wheo  the  Presi- 
dlent  recommeDfied  the  takkig  a  firm  and  manly 
attitude,  1  did  consider  his  recommendatioa  a 
strong  armnenc  for  the  prompt  eo-opcration  of 
the  Legisiattire.  For,  in  whaterer  diiSbi^nt  lights 
dtfierent  gentlemen  may  be  dbposed  to  consider 
the  character  of  the  IBxeeutiVe,  even  his  enemies 
Itave. never  chai|^ed  him  with  a  dispositioa  to 
take  measaree  of  too  warlike  a  aatnre.  Bat  it'is 
•aid  we  have  not  fandsi  The  President,  how- 
ever, has  iofomed  ns^  that  after  meeting  all  the 
ordinary  demand?  of  the  Goveraaacnt,  a  millioh 
will  remain  uoapin-epriaSBd.  Wa  have  heard  ia 
this  debate  of  niiluons  appropriated,  but  i  may 
■ay,  no  millions  have  been  appropriated.  The 
only  appropnatioQ  we  have  mada,  is  to  supply 
the  deiieieocv  in  tha  naval  apphopriatioa  for  the 
last  year.  I  have  been  ciiarged  with  saying  we 
have  done  nothing.  }  did  not  say  we  have  done 
nothing,  I  only  said  We  had  not  published  aay- 
thing  which  we  have  done 

The  CBAiRJiAir  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Dana  said  a  fbw  words  more  against  the 
rising  of  the  Committee,  observing  that  the  most 
decisive  argameat,  perhaps^  in  favor  pf  the  motion, 
was  their  having  passed  the  usual  hour  of  adjoarn- 
ment 

Mr.  Elmer.— Though  the  usual  hour  of  ad- 
|ournment  is  at  haod^  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
not  rise.  I  am  always  for  giving  isformation 
when  it  can'  be  of  any  ose;  but  on  a  general 
principle  like  that  aader  consideration,  we  surely 
cannot  waot  informatioir.  The  only  question  be- 
fore us  is,  wbetlier  we  shall  adopt  one  feature  of 
national  defence,  by  fortifying  our  harbors.  The 
eDmmttree  have  proposed  three  modes  of  defence^ 
of  which  this  is  one.  Gkntlemmx  say  it  isnepes- 
Bftry  to  know  what  partionlaa  harbors  ara  soseep* 
tible  of  defonce.  But  surely  they  Inay  say  whe* 
thetthev  wiU  do  anything^  before  they  are  aa- 
qaaioted  whh  all  these  details,  h  is  only  tWab« 
atract  questidn^  whether  we  will  daanythtag^  ^^^^ 
ia  now  before  us; 

Mr.  Fiiac^— i  hope  the  Committee  will  rise.  I 
was  one  of  the  cooMAittee  who  brought  in  the  re- 
port,' and  am  ia  favor  of  the  resolution-  now  under 
eonsidorati^n.  I  think  ananiqiity  deeiiable  on 
tkia  subject,  and  althou^  we  have  been  seven 
weeks  here  without  aoting^  upon  it)  yet  I  think 
it  best  to  del8]r  it  for  a  short  timcL  to  insure  that 
unamiauty  which' will  bean  efioient  iastrumenjl 
in  our  favor.  I  am  act  prepared  to  say  we  havk 
done  ttothiag.  I  aia  vea  prepared  to  say  that  to 
authorize  a  detach  meat  of  one  hundred'  thousand 
miH«ia  is  a  mere  thing  on  paper!  I  am  prepared 
to  say  that  if  our  enemies  should  invade  us,  we 
are  al^  to  drive  them  out  of  Canadd,  Nova  Sco- 
tia.  the  Floridas^  and  every  foot  of  ground  thef 
hold  on  the  continent.  I  hope  that  the  Commit^ 
tee  will  rise,  and  that  every  soarce  of  information 
wilt  be  explored,  that  we  may  insure  ^e  unani^ 
Bious  vote  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  rising  of 
the  Committee,  and  carried — yeas  ^6. 

The  Committee  now  occoidiogly  Mae,  and  the 


Chasrman  ceported  that  they  bad  come  to  no  feso- 
latioB. 

Mr.  Earlt  OMved  that  the  Committee  should 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report,  with  a,  view  of  referring  it  to  a  select 
committee,  with. instructions  to  ma^e  thei  inqoiff 
he  had  stated. 

Mr.  J.  C.  SitfTH  suggested  that  the  most  cot- 
reqt  and  usual  course  vras  for  the  House^  and  not 
a  select  committee,  to  caU  on  the  President  to 
information. 

Mr.  Bablt  declared  Uittself  oblked  to  the  gem- 
tleman  for  his.  suggestion,  and  wi&drew  hl|  mo- 
tiout  with  the  view  of  moving  in  the  Honao  tha 
resolution  to  the  ei^t  he  had  stated,  t 

WaDNBanAfT,  Janvary  24 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county,  in  the  Mtssissrppi  Territory,  was  pripsent* 
ed  to  the  House  and  rehd,  prayii^  the  right  of 
pre-emptioff  as  occupants  of  certain  public landSi 
in  the  said  Territorv;  whteh  they  have  sevenlly 
improved  abd  settleo. 

~  Also,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wash- 
fngton  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territorv,  pray- 
ing a  donation  of  lands  for  the  education  or  youtOi 
in  the  said  county;  that  all  surveys  Of  the  public 
lands,  required  by  law,  ihay  be  made  at  the  pub- 
lic expense;  and  that  persons  holding  certificates, 
of  certain  descriptions,  for  lands,  may,  under  pro- 
per restrictions,  be  entitled  to  receive  patenDi 
therefor.  .  ^ 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
Mforred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Puhiic'Landa. 

Mr.  LbiB)  foom  the  committee  oppeintcd  oa  the 
Iflfth  iMmo,  presented  a  bill  sappleaaentary  to  an 
act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  veguhute  and  fix  the  coit»- 
peosatian^  of  the  officers  of  the  Somte  and  Haoaeaf 
RepfeseatatiTes;  Much  was  read  twice  and  cob»> 
miffed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on*  Mosdaf 
next. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSBiELo,  from  the  Committee  ef 
CkMBfUeBce  and  Manttfactaree*  te  whom  waa  re- 
eoiamitled  on  the  twentieth  iaisatfat,  the  bill  to 
extend  the  time  foir  takiog  the  path  and  giving 
bond  in  case  of  drawback,  and  for  other  purpoeea 
iefK>rted  an  amendatory  bill;  which  was  raaa 
twree  and  committed  to^  a  Committee  ol  tlM 
Whole  ofl  Monday  next. 

On  a  motion  made  andsecoiided  thatth<  HoUMe' 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Resokedf  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  Be  directed 
to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fond,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars  to  the  Sergeant-at^Anns,  and  two  hun- 
dred dollars  to  the  Boorkeejper  and  Assistant  Doorkeep- 
er, each,  as  a  compensation  for  their  extra  services^ 
daring  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  the  consideration  of  the  said 
resolution  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  twenty-second  instant,  to  the  bill  to  extend 
jurisdiction  m  certain  cases  to  the  State  judges 
and  State  courts;  and  the  said  amendments,  being 
twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  were  agreed  to  by 
theH6ase.   ' 
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The  bill  was  then  farther  amended  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  and,  together  with  the  amendments, 
osdered  to  be  engros^d,  and  read  the  third  time 
on  Monday  next. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  fourth  of  December  last,  sundry 
petitions  ftud  memorials  from  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
-ritory,  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  so 
much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  lands  of  the  United 
Stales;  aqd,  that  so  much  of  the  petitions  and 
memorials  aforesaid  as  relates  to  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Qrat  offered  the  following  resolution, which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

ReBolved,  That  anj  member  of  this  House,  who 
ahall  m  future  accept  of;  solicit,  or  enter  into  shy  con- 
tract for  the  ezpenditnxe  of  any  money  appropriated  by 
law  for  the  serv^  of  the  United  States,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence thereof  be  disqualified  from  a  seat  in  this 
House.  • 

The  House  went  ipto  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  so  far  as  relates 
to  imposing  a. duty  on  tonnage  by  the  .City  Coun- 
cil of  Charleston. 

Mr.  Marion  supported,  and  Mr.  Crownim- 
•BiELO  opposed  the  bill  \  when  the  Cpmmittee  rose 
without  coming  to  a  decision,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again,  to  allow  time  for  printing  some  dccu- 
Bieuts  illustrative  of  the  subject. 

DEFENCE  OF  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

Mr.  Early. — I  rise  to  comply  with  the  prom- 
iee  I  nlade  yesterday.  I  hare  Waited  some  time 
before  offering  this  resolution,  in  the  hope  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Pawsom )  might 
litTe  taken  hie  seat  in  the  House.  I  regret  that 
he  has  not  taken  his  seat;  as  I  should  wish  him 
to  be  present  at  the  time  of  offering  the  reaoJu- 
tions  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  and  whioh  1 
will  read : 

Reaoived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
cause  to  be  laid  befors  this  House  any  information 
which  may  be  in  poaseaaion  of  the  Executive  Depart* 
aient,  relatiYe  to  the  aute  and  oondition  of  the  foitifi- 
canons  which  may  have  been  erected  within  the  seve- 
lal  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Statea;  and  also  the 
araoumof  moneys  which  has  been  expended  on  each, 
SHI  well  as  the  probable  expense  of  completing  tiie  same ;  < 
and  also  any  information  of  which  said  Department 
may  be  possessed  relative  to  the  practicability  of  defend- 
ing, by  land  batteries,  such  ports  and  harbors  as  have, 
by  any  former  law,  been  directed  to  be  fortified. 

Ruolvtd,  That  the  President  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  money 
Which  has  been  disbursed  on  account  of  the  navy  in 
each  year,  since  its  establishment,  and  stating  parttcu- 
hrly  the  cost  of  each  frigate. 

.  Before  I  offer  these  resolutions.  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  making  a  few  observations  in  eiplana- 
tion  of  some  things  said  by  me  yesterday,  and  the 
replies  made  to  them  by  several  gentlemen.  lob- 
terved  that  we  were  not  possessed  of  that  kind  of 
information  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolu- 
tion then  under  consideration,  that  would  enable 


us  to  form  a  correct  and  judicious  decision  on  it; 
that  we  had  no  data  on  which  to  estimate  the  ex- 
pense of  the  proposed  measures,  or  their  efficacy, 
if  adopted.  When  I  took  the  liberty  of  intimat- 
ing a  doubt  of  their  efficacy,  I  did  not  mean  to  be 
understood  as  doubting  the  physical  possibility 
of  so  fortifying  our  ports  and  narbbrs  by  land  bat- 
teries as  to  afford  them  an  effectual  protection. 
But  I  meant  to  say  that  such  was  their  physical 
situation  as- to  require  a  quantum  of  revenue  foe- 
vond  the  resources  of  the  nation.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  it  is  completely  in  our  power  to  defend 
New  York  and  our  other  harbors,  if  we  only  pos- 
sess the  pecuniary  means.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
we  might,  with  ease,  make  a  Gronstadt  of  it,  but 
I  doubt  whether  any  gentleman  of  the  House 
could  be  prepared  to  adopt  the  princinle  which 
has  prevailed  at  Gronstadt  and  other  fuaceau  and 
to  the  extend  to  which  it  would  carry  us.  I  doubt 
whether  any  gentleman  would  be  prepared  to 
adopt  the  course  pursued  by  the  French  Govern* 
ment,  with  regard  to  Gherbourg,  and  along  her 
coast ;  a  course  which,  after  the  treaty  of  Am  fens, 
they  were  obliged  to  suspend,  from  the  inadequacy 
of  their  resources. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  one  or  two  other  additional 
things.    When  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  ob- 
taininfl:  information,  it  was  said,  that  my  object 
was  evidently  procrastination  ;  that  it  was  unbe- 
cominff  in  the  House,  after  so  much  time  bad 
been  ailreftdy  consomed,  to  attempt  further  pro- 
crastination ;  for  the  sentiment  of  the  nation  was 
before  us ;  it  dictated  our  course,  and  if  we  hesi- 
tated topursueitythe  public  indignation  would  light 
upon  us.    In  mv  opinion,  ail  that  can  be  deduced 
from  what  has  been  denominated  the  sentiment 
of  the  nation,  in  this  and  other  cases,  is  this :  that 
in  this  country,  where  the  Government  and  the 
nation  are  the  same,  the  nation  will  repose  its 
confidence  in  the  Gk>vemment,  and  pledge  them* 
selvea  to  support  those  measures  which  the  Gov« 
ernment  may  adopt.    All,  then,  that  follows  is, 
that  the  nation  will  repose  its  confidence  on  this, 
as  on  other  trying  occasions,  in  the  Government* 
But  does  it  follow  that,  because  t&«  nation  reposes 
unlimited  confidence  in  this  Government,  that  the 
lattrr  is  to  rush  blindfoldedly  into  measures  With- 
out a  mature  consideration  of  them?  On  thejcon* 
trary,  I  apprehend^  in  proportitMi  to  this  confidence, 
there  is  a  responsibility  in  the  Government  not  to 
abuse  it ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  high  dmee  of 
confidence  reppsed  in  this  instance  in  the  Govern- 
ment, weougfat  not  to  doubt,  because  the  experience 
of  former  times  proves  it,  that  when  this  confidence 
shall  be  abused,  the  people  will  revoke  it.    In  my 
opinion,  at  this  tioie,  we  are  more  bound. to  be 
cautious  in  exercising  the  powers  reposed  in  tw, 
than  those  Who,  in  former  times,  foeld  the  reina 
of  Government;  because  they  bad  not  the  expe- 
rience that  we  have,  and  because  the  lesson  ex- 
hibited on  that  occasion,  shows  that  confidence, 
improperly  used,  will  be  withdrawn  by  the  people. 
Do  gentlemen  mean  to  be  understood  as  intimat- 
ing that  it  is  our  duty,  without  inquiring  into  the 
extent  or  the  grounds  on  which  we  proceed,  to 
embark  headlong  into  any  measures  whidi  the 
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President  may  recommeDd,  aod  which  they  may 
coostder  the  confidence  of  the  people  ple<iged  to 
support  ^ 

With  regard  to  the  second  resolutipn,  I  will  add 
a  word  or  two.  The  report  on  which  this  dis- 
cussion is  founded,  although  I  believe  not  so  in- 
tended, is  calculated  to  .be,  as  I  apprehend,  a 
decov.  If  we  adopt  it,  we  shall  first  begin  with  a 
small  appropriation,  and  we  shall  afterwards  be 
called  upon  to  go  the,  whole  length  that  shsll  be 
deemed  necessary  to  carry  the  measures  we  shall 
ka?e  taken  into  iull  and  complete  effect ;  and  we 
shall  be  told,  unless  weappropriate  enough  money 
lo carry  (hem  into  this  full  and  complete  effect,  all 
that  we  have  done  will  be  lost.  Sir,  we  have- 
some  warning  monuments  against  pursuing  such  a 
policy.  II  1  am  not  mistaken,  this  very  House  in 
whicn  we  legislate  is  one  of  ^hese  warning  mon- 
uments; the  fortification  of  our  ports  and  harbors 
is  another ;  aod,  unless  I  much  mistake,  ,the  ap- 
propriations which  we  have  heretofore  made  for 
our  naval  armaments  is  al^o  an  awful  warning.  It 
is  to  guard  against  being  decoyed  into  such  a  qpn- 
duct  that  I  now  offer  these  resolutions.  It  is,  that 
we  may  see  the  whole  ground  before  us ;  and  that, 
in  the  languaffe  of  .the  honorable  Spbakbr^  we 
xn.ay^  see  ^he- wlole  exteni  of  the  road.  It  is  true, 
the  Qpmmittee  has  given  us  the  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  a  seventy-four  gun-shi|».  An  estimate ! 
yea,  sir.  a.  nava)  estimate  I  And  is  it  come  to  tins? 
after  tne  experience  of  this  country  in  naval  af- 
fairs, that  Uiis*  House  is  to  proceed  on  a  naval  es- 
timate. I  hope  not;  I  hope  we  shall  have  some- 
thing more  substantial ;  that  we  shall  have  the 
actual  cost,  and  not  a  mere  estimate. 

Mr.  J.  G»  Smith. — As  the  House  is  aot  much 
pressed  in  point  of  time,  it  is  not,  perhaps,  to  he 
regretted  that  the  honorable  gentleman  has,  on 
this  occasion,  given  us  a  long  speech ;  but  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  he  did  not  feel  the  want  of  in- 
formation at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Dana^^Ii  is  unfortunate  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Georgia  should  assume  a  cause 
either  too  feeble  to  be  sustained,  or  that  it  should 
be  addressed  lo  a  body  that  he  imagines  incapa- 
ble of  feeling  the  force  of  sirgument.  I  presume 
that,  in  deciding  on  measures  in  tnis  House,  the  mo- 
tives oCparticular  gentlemen  are  not  to  guide  our 
deliberations ;  but  the  intrinsic,  merit  of  the  mea- 
sures themselves,  and  if  they  can  be  supported  by. 
strong  and  fair  argument,  no  gentleman  would 
think  of  appealing  to  our  passions  for  their,  sup- 
port. Whatever  may  have  been  my  opinion  on 
the  general  course  of  measures  pursued  by  the 
present  Administration,  is  not  now  the  question.' 
The  only  inquiry  proper  for  us  to  pursue,  relates 
to  the  naerits  of  the  proposition  before  us. .  On  the 
general  subjecl  of  information,  if  the  gentleman 
really  desires  to  obtain  it.  there  can  be  no  excep- 
tion to  the  call,  however  we  may  regret  its  not 
having  been  made  earlier.  When  we,  yesterday, 
considered  the  report,  it  was  in  the  general  prin- 
ciple whether  any  fortifications  should  be  erected 
or  repaired,  without  undertaking  to  say  to  what 
extent  the  business  should  go.  I  think  we  have 
abundant  information  to  justify  our  ?oting  on  this 


principle,  although, .  when  we  descend  into  the 
details,  we  may  require  more  particular  infor- 
maiioDj. 

Mr.- Early. — I  have  but  a  word  of  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  who  first  addressed 
you,  who  has  expressed  his  regret  at  my  not  hav- 
ing made  an  earlier  ckll  for  this  information ;  and 
that  is,  that  I  have  made  the  call  as  early  as  the 
subject-matter  of  the  report  came  into  discussion. 
It  was  never  before  yesterday  discussed,  and,  at 
the  earliest  period  of  the  debate,  I  avowed  my 
want  of  informatioi^ 

.  [Some  couYersation  here  took  place  between 
Messrs.  D.  R.  Wiuliams,  Cuarx,  and  Crownin- 
8B1EL0,  on  the  amendmenu  subsequently  made 
in  the  details  of  the  resolution.] 

When  Mr.  Dawson  said  that,  not  being  in  the 
House  at  the  time  these  resolutions  were  offered, 
he  regretted  that  he  had  not  heard  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  mover  in  support  of  them.  He 
must,  however,  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  it 
was  made  the  annual  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  which  duty  he  performed,  to  lay  before  the 
House  these  several  items  of  information,  called 
for  by  the  resolutions*  He  could  therefore  only 
consider  delay  as  the  effect  they,  were  calculatea 
to  produce.  The  simple  resolution  before  the 
committee  ye-^terday  was^  dp  the  pQ,rtsand  harbora 
of  the  United  States  req,uire  protection  1  Has  not 
every  gentleman  declared  this  to  be  the  fact  'I  Has 
it  not  been  enforced  by  every  paper  in  the  United 
Suites  1  Does  not  every  day^s  maii  bring  us  the 
public  sentiment?  and  is  it  not  likewise  enforced 
by  the  first  authority  in  the  nation  1  The  gener^ 
necessity  of  the  measure  can.  then,  admit  of  no 
doubt.  The  next  question,  theUi  is;  is  the  sum 
recommended  by  the  committee  too  larse?  I  be- 
lieve, said  Mr.  U.,  every  gentleman  wul  concur 
with  me  in  opinion,  that  it  is  much  smaller  than 
was  expected.  If  tnese  are  ftusts,  what  can  the 
object  oe,  bat  further  delay  ?  It  can  only  be  one 
of  two  alternatives,  either  to  carry  the  resolutions 
calling  for  information,  and  thereoy  from  the  time 
which  will  elapse  iMsfore  it  can  be  received,  to 
give  the  whole  business  the  go-by ;  or  it  must 
arise  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Executive 
in  the  disbursement  .of  the  moneys  appropriated* 
I  say  the  object  must  arise  from  either  one  or  the 
other  of  these  two  causes.  I  hold  it  my  duty  here 
to  state  that  the  committee,  on  their  first  meeting, 
directed  their  chairman  to  Write  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  infer* 
mation  to  suide  their  decisions.  The  Secretary 
of  War  informed  us  that  the  inquiry  we  called  for 
could  not  be  given  in  lest  than  seven  or  eiffht 
weeks,  and.  I  venture  to  affirm  that,  if  the  resolu- 
tions are  agreed  to,  the  subject  will  not  be  takea 
up  again  for  that  length  of  time.  Is  this  the  wish 
of  gentlemen  1  I  trust  that,  if  it  is  their  wish,  a 
majority  of  this  House  will  be  found  to  hold  dif- 
fi^ rent  opinions,  and  will  be  in  favor  of  proceed- 
ing without  delay,  in  a  business  so  interesting  to 
the  public  welfare. 

Mc.  D.  R.  Williams.— As  far  as  I,  a  fallible 
man,  can  understand  the  infallible  ideas  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Dawson)  I  most 
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disclaim  the  motires  be  ascribes  lo  fhe  friends 
of  these  resolutions,  and  declare  mf  total  igno- 
rance  of  any  geDtieman  being  influenced  by  them. 
Surely  that  honorable  gentleman  is  not  so  devoid 
of  charity,  as  to'wisbme  to  vote  blindfolded  on  a 
aabject  which  he  allows  to  be  highly  important. 
What  are  the  verbal  communications  of  the  STe- 
cretary  of  War  tome?  They  mar  have  been 
satisfactory  to  the  committee  who  beard  them ; 
bat  they  surely  cannot  enlijg[hten  those  who  are 
tliosether  unacquainted  with  them.  I  hope  we 
shall  not  proceed  with  a  degree  cf  precipitation 
that  will  oblige  us  to  act  blindfblded. 

Mr.  Earlt. — The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
has  told  us  that  the  very  infbrmation  wemow  tnW 
for^  as  far  as.  it  applies  to  the  first  resolution,  was 
▼f rbally  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
select  committee.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
eould  not  have  offered  a  more  forcible  argument 
for  adopting  fbe  resolution.  What  1  Is  this  House 
to  decide  on  the  private  information  of  a  head  of 
department,  given  to  a  committee,  when  that  in- 
fbrmation too  is  verbal  ?  Is  this  the  way  in  which 
lAkt  funds  of  the  nation  are  to  be  pledged  to  an  in- 
€;alculable  extent,  in  the  furtherance  of  measures, 
irbose  success  is  at  best  problematical?  I  pre- 
sume not.  Before  they  Ave  adopted,  we  ought  to 
be  possessed  of  offictaf  documents ;  and  if^  afiter 
we  have  acted  on  tie  information  we  have  re- 
ceived, we  shall  find  it  incorrect,  we  shall  know 
whom  to  blame,  and  on  whom  to  fix  the  responsi- 
bility. But  wonhl  that  be  the  case,  when  informa- 
^on  was  verbally  given  by  a  bea^  of  department  to 
ai  committee  and  verbally  delivered  by  that  commit- 
tee to  the  House?  Surely  not.  Was  it  ever  heard 
df,  that  the  House  should  act  m  a  measure  of  such 
ttiagnitude  on  the  veitml  communications  of  the 
Bead  of  a  department,  verbally  delivered  to  the 
House? 

Mr.  Pawson  said,  the  ffentlemau  was  mistaken 
In  point  of  fact.  He  had  not  said  a  word  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Earlt  begged  pardon  for  his  mista'ke. 
He  had,  however,  always  undetstood  a  gently 
iban  to  be  opposed  to  a  motion  when  he  spoke 
•gainst  it. 

AfVer  amending  the  resolution,  by  adding  after 
^e  words,  within  the  United  tBtates,  "the  terri' 
tories  thereof,"  it  was  agreed  to— ayes  88  5  when 
the  second  resolution,  was  also  agreed  to— ayes 
81,  after  inserting  in  lies  of  frigates,  ^  armed  ships 
Cr  other  vesseh)  built  or  pnrchased  on  account  of 
the  United  States,^  and  adding  to  the  resohition, 
''and  also  the  amount  of  moneys  that  has  been  ex- 
pended on  each  navy  yard.**^ 

A  committee  of  two  members  was  then  ap- 
]N>inted  to  present  the  said  resolution  to  the  Pre- 
sident. 

Mr.  EtLioT.— I  am  very  happy  at  the  prospect 
Of  attaining  the  information  called  for  in  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  I  hope, 
before  We  have  a  final  decision  on  the  report  of 
the  select  committee,  we  shall  obtain  some  fur- 
ther information.  Aunexed  to  the  report  of  the 
tommittee,  I  find  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nify,  of  the  expense  of  building  a  74,  and 


keeping  her  in  service,  and  «n  estimate  of  the  i&ke 
kind  relative  to  ffunboats.  This  information  is 
very  valuable^  as  rar  as  it  go^s.  I  do  not  perfect^ 
agree  with  the  gentheman  from  Gkon|ta,  as  to  the 
intrinsic  value  Of  a  navy  estimate.  Sut  I  believe 
we  ought  to  goon  more  solid  groiind  than  a  navy 
estimate ;  and  when  oor  selection  is  to  be  made 
from  various  plans  of  defence,  it  is  proper  to  ob- 
tain an  estimate  of  the  relative  expense  of  each. 
It  may,  possibly,  be  the  intention  or  a  majoritjreHf 
this  House,  to  vote  several  millions  for  the  build* 
ing  of  74's— while  they  are  disposed  to  suffer  oer 
present  naval  'armament  to  remain  idle.  This 
may  be  the  view  of  a  majority  of  this  House,  bat 
I  am  not  yet  convinced  that  it  is.  There  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  chasm  in  the  details  called  for,  to 
fill  which  I  move  the  following  ^solution: 

Resoheif  That  the  Secretery  of  the  Navy  be  dhected 
-to  lay  before  this  House  estimates  of  the  expense  of 
repairing,  and  of  the  annual  expense  of  manning,  and 
of  supporting  in  sctnal  service  the  whole  of  the'fiigates 
and  smaller  vessels  'of  war  behmging  to  the  Unitod 
atates. 

Tbis>es(dutiontraB  agreed  to  without  a  divi*- 
sion. 

Mf .  DawaoN  said,  that  believin|f  ^  informa* 
tion  called  for  in  the  resolution  just  agreed  to, 
could  not  be  had,  without  the  previous  lB|iset>f « 
long  time,  and  considering  the  istate  of  the  eoou- 
try^  be  held  it  his  duty  lo  move  that  the  House 
should  affain  resolre  itself  into  a  Qommittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  t^e  Union.  . 

This  motion  having  prevailed— ^ayes  OCH-Afr^ 
GhtcoQ  took  the  Chair. 

The  Chaibsian  stated,  that  #lien  the  CemeMi* 
tee  before  rose,  the  resolution  under  consideration 
was  {ot  appropriating  $150,000  for  the  better  pre** 
tection  or  our  ports  and  harbors. 

Mr.  Thomas  renewed  the  motion  to  strilte  oM 
this  sum,  in  order  to  leave  it  blank. 

Mr.  Con  RAO  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
to  act  in  this  business.  A  f^w  minuies  ago  we 
agreed  to  a  call  for  inforination,  amd  now  we  are 
required  to  gire  a  vote  in  the  dark,  tt  was  im- 
possible for  him,  under  the?e  circomstances,  to  act 
tmderstandin^ly  01^  the  subject.  He  must,  there-* 
fore,  move  that  the  Committee  rise. 

Mr.  Smilib  hoped  that  the  Committee  would 
rise,  and  that  the  business  would  be  postpoi»ed  tor 
some  time.  He  thought,  from  the  beginning  of 
this  busil^ess,  they  had  been  proceeding  ineorreetly  $ 
that  they  should  be  froing  on  in  measures  of  pro* 
tection,  before  they  determined  on  the  propriety  of 
resorting  to  warlike  measures,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  beginning  with  the  wrong  end  of  the  business. 
If  they  determined  on  peaceable  measures,  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  gunboats,  or  the  defend- 
ing our  ports  and  harbors.  If,  00  the  contrary, 
measures  of  war  were  adopted,  or  such  measures 
as  would  lead  to  war,  ther^  might  be  this  neoee- 
sity, 

I  do  not  said  Mr.  S.  certainly  know,  but,  as  far 
as  I  have  conversed  with  the  members  of  this 
House,  there  is  not' a  disposition  to  eo  to  war* 
Why,  then,  pursue  war  meaburesi  1  hope  the 
House  will  not  be  of  opinion,  that  war  is 
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mrj ;  aodt  if  so,  wbtt  rdtson  is  there  at  present 
ibr  adopting  warlike  meaeiires?  Why  go  iotp 
details,  whose  fitness  must  depend  o»  higher  metH- 
sores  ?  Wheo  I  say  this,  I  assure  the  gentlemsD, 
if  it'shail  be  necessary  to  take  tneastires  of  war, 
or  measoret  leading  to  it,  I  shall  be  willing  lo 
adopt  eifectiial  aieasares  One  tbing"  is  eertaio. 
That  if  we  take  such  measures,  we  must  go  moeh 
Airther  than  the  report  bf  the  select  coomttee. 
Before  tht<  mat  question  is  decided,  the  deten&i- 
nation  of  all  sabordiaate  flMttters  will  be  iMess. 
I  therefore  think  it  best  that  the  Committee  should 
rise,  and  that  the  eubjeet  now  under  consideration 
aboald  be  laid  asleep  for  soa^e  lime. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  Committee  amed 
to  rise ;  wheh  the  Chairman  reported,  that  the  Con^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  had  had  the  state  of 
the  Uaioa  under  considcvation)  and  htd  come  to 
ao  reiolation  thereon. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


MovnAT,  Jannary  27< 

Mr.  Sloan,  from  the  coocimittee  appointed  on  the 
twenty-second  instant,  presented  a  bill  laying  a 
duty  on  slaves  importea  into  ^ny  ^^  ^^^  United 
States  I  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
H  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Th^  House  proceeded  to  consider  a.  motion,  of 
tJhe  twenty-fourth  instant^ui  tfaewiords  following' 
to  wit: 

He&dked,  Thai  tlw  Cleik  of  this  Hooss  be  dh«eted 
to  pay,  eat  of  the  eonlingent  ftuid,  ^he  ram  af  t#o 
kiiBdred  doUan  (o  the  8aigeant«t-Ania,  and  two/ha»- 
dred  ^oUats  to  the  Doorkeeper  and  Assktant  Beor* 
Iceeper,  each,  as  a  compensation  for  ^air  extra  semoaa 
duiiog  the  last  sessiQii  of  Congieas* 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motbil  be  coRuputted 

to^Mt.  LsiB,  Mr.  FieK.  Mr.  Tnioo,  Mr.  Scavbb^ 

and  Mr,  Tbomas» 

On  moiioa^  it  was 

Besolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nory^te 

directed  to  lay  before  this  House  *  report  on  the 

efuaditioB  of  the  frigates  and  other  ptihlic  armed 

Teesels  belongi&ff  |e  the  United  States,  distinguish*' 

lag  the  frigates  St  for  actaal  eerrtce;  ihscingtiisli- 

I  ing  such  as  require  repair,  and  the  sum  necessary 

I  for  repairing  each;  and  distinguishing,  also,  suck 

|as  it  may  be  the  interest  of  the  Unked  States  to 

"spose  of  rather  than  repair. 

A  petition  of  sundry  persons  holding  property 

ft  the  western  part  of  the  City  of  Washington, 

in  the  District  or  Colombia,  and  residing  th\erein, 

was  ytresented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 

that  Congress  maj^  reject  erefy  application  for 

leave  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  river  Potomac. 

Also,  r  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Oeorge* 

town,  owners  of  property  in  the  western  phrt  of 

the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 

kmbia^  to  the  same  eifeet.    Also,  a  petition  of 

eundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Montgomery, 

Frederick,  Washington,  and  Allegany;  in  the 

State  of  Mkrjfdand,  to  the  same  effect.-— Referred. 

Mr.  CaowiciiNisiELn.  from  the  Committee  of 

OoBMMfce  and  Manaraetuyes,  to  whom  was  re* 


ferred,  on  the  twenty-third  ultimo,  the  memorial 
of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce,  re* 
portM  a  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Coagress-to 
an  act  of  the  State  of  Pennsyhrania,  entitkd  **A« 
act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens,  for  th0 
port  of  Philadelphia,  to  collect  a  certain  duty  on 
tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned;'' 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

•  An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  iorisdiction,  in  ceiv* 
tain  cases,  to  Stpite  fudges  and  Stat^  courts,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  tressed. 

.The  House  proceeded  to  cossidar  the  bill  which 
lay  on  the  tables  to  repeal  the  act  to  authorize  the 
reseipt  of  eridences  of  public  debt,  in  payaanrt 
for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,  relatlTO  to  the  public  debt,  as  reported 
ay  the  Committee  of  the  whole  HoUse,  on  thn 
sixteenth  instant^  without^  ameoMlment:  Where* 
upott)  the  said  bill  was  amended  at  the43lerk's 
table,  and,  together  with  die  amendments,  oi» 
dered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  tiaM  ta^ 
mdnrow. 

D£TA€HM£NT  OF  AGLITU. 

An  eattrossed  bill  autlvsriidot  a  detaehm^M 
fVom  the  Militia  of  the  United  Btaiea  was  resA 
the  third  time. 

Mi^.  TAu.iiAn<iio,  of  Oonnecfticut,  said  he  hni 
never  recoileeied  an  iastanee.  since  he  had  beeel 
honorred  with  a  teat  in  that  HMise,  when  a  que#* 
tion  af  e^oftl  magnitude  with  the  present,  had 
passed  on,  fW>m  the  report  which  was  first  mad«L 
to  the  third  reading  of  the  biM^  and  there  had 
searcely  been  a  remark  sabmitted  to  the  House  to 
elucidate  or  j^istify  the  measure.  We  have  be« 
fore  us  a  bill  of  no  trifiing  import ;  it  provides  foe 
oi^nisiffg,  armikig,  and  equipping,  a  military 
feree^f  one  htedred  thousand  men,  and  it  appro* 
priates  two  million  of  dollars  to  enable  the  wt-^ 
enittent  to  bring  this  force  into  the  field.  fUm 
this- bill  coatemplates  some  serious  intentions  ott 
the  oart  of  the  Qotefument,  or  else  it  is  a  solemn 
mockery,  a  mere  political  farce.  At  any  rat^,  w« 
shall  hereby,  if  the  biH  passes  Into  a  law,  lock  up 
two  million  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury,  which 
mtrsf  remain  appropriated,  and  sequestered  from 
any  other  nse,  howeTer  urgent  and  pressing  the 
calls  of  our  country  may  be  from  anjy  other  quaf-> 
ter.  Under  the  present  aspect  of  this  bill,  as  it 
has  been  presented  to  my  mind,  I  shall  be  con* 
strained  to  give  it  my  unequivocal  negative,  ttli* 
less  some  gentleman  shall  be  able  to  rembve  mf 
otnectton  against  its  final  passage.  I,  tfaerefora, 
take  the  liberty  to  eatl  on  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  oommiitee,  who  reported  the  bill,  (Mr, 
VAanuif,  of  Massachusetts,)  to  state  to  the  House 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  submit  the  bill 
now  undbrconsidepation,  and  to  request  of  hita, 
for  my  particular  information,  to  answer  the  two 
following  queries,  viz : 

Isr.  What  special  objects  are  to  bii  answered  by 
the  passage  of  this  bill  1 

2a.  What  effect  will  such  i  law  have  upon  the 
militia  systems  of  the  different  States  in  the 
Union? 
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I  make  these  inqnlHes  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man  from  Massachosettt,  who  reported  this  bill, 
from  a  koowledee  of  the  high  station  which  he 
holds  in  the  militia  of  that  State;  and  from  a 
l)ope  that  be  has  full3r  weighed  ail  the  relative 
bearings  of  this  bill,  with  the  advaotages  and  in^ 
conveniences  thence  resulting,  (hat  he  may  be 
able  to  confirm  the  wavering,  •  and  to  satisfy 
those  who  doUbt  respecting  the  provisions  of  this 
bill. 

In  the  public  Message  of  the  President,  of  the 
United  States,  communicated  to  Congress  on  the 
third  of  December  last,  we  are  informed  that  spo- 
liations are  committed  on  onr  commerce  and  our 
seamen  are  impressed  on  the  high  seas ;  while  ag- 
gressions and  insuks  are  offered  to  the  citizens  of 
the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi,  by 
the  regular  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  King  oif 
Spain.  Some  of  these  injuries  may  admit  of 
peaceable  remedy,  but  some  of  tliem  are  of  a  na- 
ture to  be  met  by  force  only,  and  all  of  them  may 
lead  to  it. 

From  the  fullest  examination  I  have  been  able 
to  make  of  this  public  document,  (and  I  lay  no 
claim  to  private  communications,)  J  can  discover 
bat  one  point  on  which  this  great  military  force 
can  be  brought  to  bear.  Is  it  possible,  theft,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (and  I  do  hope  that  the  honorable  chair- 
lyian  will  give  us  aii  answer  to  the  inquiry,)  is  it 
possible,  I  9ay,  that  an  apportionment  must  be 
made  on  aU  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  from 
Georgia  to  the  District  of  Maine,  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  State9  mayb^  enabled  torepel 
an  invasion,  or  chastise  an  insult  offered  to  our 
citizens  within  the  district  of  Orleans?  If  this 
be  not  the  object,  th^  inquiry  returns  with  re- 
doubled force — what  is  it?  Or,  are  we  to  con- 
clude that  «11  this  parade  and  expense  is  to  form 
an  army  on  paper,  and  to  hold  out  to  the  world 
the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  ournational  hoaor 
and  dignity,  and  the  promptitude  and  vi^r  with 
which  we  are  readv  to  defend  it  ?  Can  it  be  |>os- 
•ible,  sir,  that  gentlemen  can  be  serious  in  offering 
this  preposterous  parade  of  military  defence,  when 
the  recommendation  of  the  President,  and  the 
voice  of  our  country.cali  so  imperiously  for  some- 
thing more  efficient?  Will  the  European  Pow- 
ers believe  that  you  are  in  sober  earnest,  when 
they  shall  read  the  provisions  of  this  bill  ?  Will 
the  people  of  our  own  country  be  satisfied  with 
this  kind  of  military  farce  ?  The  former,  I  am 
persuaded,  will  not  be  deceived  by  it;  the  latter 
cannot  fail  to  be  disgusted  with  this  pitiful  parade. 
Whatever  may  be  my  opinion  of  the  militanr  de- 
fence which  our  present  circuinsunces  call  for,  it 
is  hardly  proper  ror  me  now  to  discuss  that  oues* 
tiop.  If  the  difficulties  and  objections  whicu  so 
forcibly  press  upon  my  mind  can  he  obviated,  not- 
withstanding my  general  doubts  of  the  efficacy 
of  this  measure,  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill  on  your 
table. 

If  I  can  be  convinced  that  this  measure  is 
proper  and  necessary,  if  it  will  add  anything  to 
the  real  defence  of  our  country,  I  shall  be  one  of 
the  last  tnen  in  this  House  to  refuse  it  any 
support. 


I  ask  again  of  the  honorable  Chairman,  and 
hope  he  will  give  us  an  answer — What  effect  will 
this  law  have  upon  the  militia  systems  of  the 
several  States  or  the  Union  ?  By  the  hill  on 
your  table,  this  body  .of  one  hunared  thousand 
militia  is  called  a  ^letachment  Now, adetach- 
pient  of  men^  according  to  the  ideas  which  I  had 
obtained  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  I  have  always 
considered  as  a  body  of  men  set  apart  or  detached 
for  a  special  purpose,  and  not  liable  to  be  assigned 
to  any  tether  duty  until  that  aerrice  was  per« 
formed. 

I  ask  again  of  the  honorable  gentlemaui  how 
far  such  a  detachment  is  to  be  considered  as  suffi- 
cient for  the  period  contemplated  by  the  bill,  and 
what  will  be  its  effects  on  the  remaining  body  of 
the  militia  ?    In  the  year  1797,  when  a  similar 
detachment  was  made  and  apportioned  upon  the 
several  States,  it  was  held  out  as  an  encourag»> 
ment  to  those  who  should  Tolunteer,  as  well  as 
those  who  should  be  draughted  for  the  service, 
that  they  should  iiot  be  called  upon  to  perform 
other  military  services    during  the  period  for 
which  they  were  so  engaged.    The  consequences 
which  resulted  from  the  measure  were  very  inju- 
rious.  'The  principles  of  obedience  and  military 
subordination  in  this  draughted  corps  were  very 
much  laid  aside,  and  as  they  were  not  obliged  to 
appear  on  the  usual  muster  days,  they  lost  in  a 
great  measure  their  discipline— their  arms,  and 
their  uniforms,'throttgh  neglect,  becabie  also  unfit 
for  use.    These  .consequences  resulted  from  the 
scattered  situation  of.  those  draughted  militia, 
whose  officers  could  not  convene  them  for  discip- 
line without  ^reat  trbuble  and  expense.    There  is 
another  consideration  which  haft  weight,  in  my 
mind.    During  the  period  for  which  this  detach- 
ment is  to  be  held  ready  for  service  (two  years)  a 
great  portion  of  the  men  will  have  changed  their 
condition  very  materially.    Some  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  human  nature  will  have  died — others 
will  remove  to  different  and  distant  places,  so  that 
it  will  be  impossible,  on  any  emergency,  to  assem- 
ble them.    I  would  appeal  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  who  advocates  this 
nneasore,  if  he  should  he  appointed  to  command 
the  detachment  from  Massachusetts,  (and  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  know  a  more  7>roper  person  for  the 
purpose)  whether  he,  as  a  military  man,  would 
venture  to  assure  the  Executive  that  he  could  pa- 
rade this  formidable  corps  in  the  space  of  twenty 
or  even  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  receiving 
notice  that  their  service  was  needed  ?    Nay,  sir, 
even  in  case  of  an  invasion,  would  he  not  be  bet- 
ter able  to  march  the  whole-  division  of  militia, 
which. he  now  commands,  in.  the  space  of  two 
days,  toward  any  given  point  of  attack,  and  with 
more  effect  than. he  could  collect  and  march  the 
detachment  aforesaid  in  ten  times  the  same  period 
of  time. 

Again,  sir,  I  ask  what  necessity  there  is  for  this 
bill?  By  an  act,  passed  the  third  of  March,  1803; 
eighty  thousand  militia  were  put  in  requisition, 
and  beld  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Sutes.  It  will  not  be  pretended  that 
this  is  not  a  force  adequate  to  tha  exigeaciei  of 
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our  countrjr,  where  it  bas  been  threatened.  Why, 
then,  are  we  called  upon  to  enact  a  aew^law  to 
authorize  this  additional  detachment,  when  the 
law.  before  quoted,  is  in  full  force^  and  adequate 
to  all  the  purposes  of  national  defence;  at  least 
so  far  a^  such  a  detachment  can  be  called  an  effi- 
dent  force  ?  If  it  should  he-said  that  there  would 
be  no  nraney  appropriated  for  the  purpoi^e,  I  need 
not  reoiark  that  provision  can  be  made  in  the 
general  appropriation  law  to  meet  this  object. 

If,  indeed,  this  is  intended  to  be  a  mere  paper 
thing,  a  formidable  force  without  any  real  exist- 
ence, the  proposition  is  too ,  despicable  to  need  a 
serious  reply.  I  have  nerer  been  taugbt  to  be- 
lieve that  military  operations  were  to  be  carried 
on  in  this  way ;  not  is  it  by  such  means  that  your 
Qorernment  can  be  made  respectable  abroad,  or 
your  citizens  efficiently  protected  at  home. 

Mr.  T.  was  scarcely  seated,  wh^n  the  question 
was  called  for  by  one  of  the  Representatives  from 
the  Slate  of  New  York,  (Mr.  Thomas;)  9nd,Mr. 
Varmum,  showing  no  intention  to  rise,  the  Speak- 
er was  about  to  pur  the  question,  when 

Mr.  Dana  rose  and  .said,  he  l^ad  no  disposition 
to  burden  gentlemen  with  questions,  when  thev 
manifested  so  little  readiness  to  answer  those  al- 
ready put  to  them.  He  must,  however,  be  per- 
mitted to  inquire,  why  the  non-compaissioned  offi- 
cers of  the  proposed  detachment  were  to  be  denied 
the  pay  allowed  by  law  to  the  militia  in  general, 
if  called  into^  the  actual  service  of  the  Unitea 
States?  The'bill  places  the  detachment  on  the 
same  establishment  with  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  as  to  pay  and  emolumenu,  Yet  there  ex- 
ists a  law  apphcable  to  the  whole  militia,  which 
provides  particularly  for  their  pay  at  the.  rate  of 
six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents  per  month  for  the 
privates.  The  act  was  passed  in  January,  1795, 
and  is  to  be  found  in  tne,  third  volume  .of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  Siatesl  I  trust  I  have  the 
right  to  hear  the  act  read,  notwithstanding  the 
promptitude  with  which  the  question  has  been 
called  for.  I  call,  sir,  for  the  reading  of  the  act. 
[The  Clerk,  read  the  three  first  sections  of  the 
act.J 

Mr.  Varnuh,  of  Massachusetts,  then  rose.  He 
said  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  eater  into  all  the 
details,  which  the  questions  of  the  gentlemen  im- 
plied ;  it  depended  upon  the  situation  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  whether  the  objections 
of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Tall- 
ma  poB)  were  applicable.  It  was  not  necessary, 
from  the  provisions  of  the  act,  to  cull  this  out  of 
the  great  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 
That  Id  Massachusetts  it  did  not  exempt  from 
militia  duty  in  the  year  1797.  They  were  only 
selected  and  officered,  and  ordered  to  be  equipped 
and  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warn 
ing.  They  afterward  returned  to  their  ranks  and 
were  held  to  do  duty  there,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  they  had  not  been  detached,  if  the  |irgu- 
meot  of  the  gentleman  was  correct  relative  to  a 
deMchment,  all  the  militia  of  the  United  States 
might  be  undisoipUned.  as  the  President  bad  a 
right  to  cidi  out  the  whole.    Am  to  the  otjection 


made  by  the  other  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
(Mr.  Dana,)  there  was  some  difference  in  the  pay 
proposed  to.be  allowed  by  this4)ill,  to  the  militia, 
whitsh  should  compose  the  detachment,  but  it  was 
not  much  4ess.  The  difference  waar  sm4ll,  from 
that  allowed  by  the  existing  law.  Mr.  Chairman^ 
the  President  has  told  us  of  dreadful  4epredations 
upon  our  commerce,  and  of  insults  and  inroads 
upon  our  territories;  that  our  seamen  and  fellow- 
citizens  are  impressed,  and  ill-treated  in  a  most 
cruel  manner.  It  becomes  us,  sir,  to  take  some 
measure  suitable  to  the  occasion,  unless  we  mean 
to  show  ihe  world  thht  we  possess^  a  servile  and 
degraded  spirit.  And,  in  my  opinion,  this  is  that 
measure.  ^ 

Mr.  CmTTBirofBir,  of  Vermont. — Mr.  Speaker, 
what  may  have  been  the  practice  under  the  law 
authorizing  the  former  detachment  from  the  mi* 
licia  in  that  part  of  the  Union,  spoken  of  by  tha 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Varmum,)  I  will  not  undertake  to  say ;  but,  in  the 
Stftte  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  and 
particularly  in  that  division  in  which  I  reside,  a 
.  diffeiwnt  construction  was  given-  to  the  law  au- 
thorizing that  detachment,  and  a  very  different 
course  was  pursued. 

It  .was  there  considered  that  the  detachment 
whe&.made^  being  under  the  command  and  direc- 
tion of  officers  selected  or  appointed  for  that  pur- 
nose,  could  notbesubject  to  tne  eomn^and  of  their 
former  officers,  nor  liable  to  perform  the  ordinary 
military  duty,  m  the  coinpanies  from  which  they 
were  detached*  And,  sir,  this  was  held  out  as  an 
encoora^mest  to  those  who  would  volunteer  in 
that  service,  that,  although  they  werelt&ble  to  be 
called  into  actual  service,  for  which  they  would 
teeeiwe  a  compensation,  they  would  not  be  liabla 
to  perform  the  ordinary  military  duties  in  the 
coinpanies  from  which  they  were  detached.  If 
sir,,  any  necessity  exists  for  an  efficient  armed 
force  for  the  protection  of  our  country*  I  am  per^ 
fectlv  prepared,  and.  1  presume,  as  willing  as  any 

fentleman  in  this  House  to  grant  such  aid  to  the 
Executive  of  theUaited  States,  as  may  be  amply 
sufficient  to  meet  any  expected  invasion,  .or  to 
support  any  measure  that  has  the  piotection  or 
honor  of  the  nation  for  its  object.  Neither,  sir, 
am  I  wanting  in  my  confidence  in  a  well  organ- 
ized militia  of  our  country ;  but  it  is  from  a  con* 
viotion  on  my  mind  that  the  whole  military  force 
of  any  portion  of  the  United  States  might  be 
broughtinto  the  field  to  repel  any  invasion  with 
mpre  facility  and  with  much  less  expense  than 
the  same  number  of  the  proposed  detachment; 
one  brigade,  or  at  least  one 'division  of  which 
might  comprehend  a  whole  State. 

From  their  dispersed  situation  it 'would  be 
almost  impossible  that  sqch  attention  sliould  be 
paid -to  their  arms,  equipment,  and  discipline,  as 
to  render  them  aik  efficient  force  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  country.  This  is  the  reason  which 
operates  -on  my  mind  against  the  proposed  mea»> 
ure.  It  is  not  from  an  opposition  to  any  measure 
that  shall  have  for  its  object  the  better  orffaoiza- 
tion  of  the  militia,  but  from  a  well-grounded  be^ 
lief  that  the  hill  now  on  your  table  will  have  a 
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direct  tendeocy- to  dMorganize  aad  diminUh  the 

Kwer  which  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
a.  by  the  existiog  iaw^  (the  Jaw,  a  repeal  of 
which  is  coDtemplated  by  this  bill,)  to  call  out  a 
aiifficieDt  force  to  answer  every  object  which  the 
ezi^Dcies  of  our  country  may  require^  that  I  am 
decidedly  oppoaed  to  the  paaaage  of  the  bill  now 
imder  considerattoo. 

Mr.  Va«iiuii,  of  Massachusetts. — When  I  was 
up  before,  it  was  tny  intention  to  have  stated  that 
the  motive  for  passing  this  act  was  an  i^propria- 
tiott ;  that  which  is  contained  in  the  law,  the  re- 
peal of  which  was  contemplated,  having  expired 
nya  generar provision  of  law,  which  makes  all 
appropriations  terminate  at  the  end  of  two  years. 
The  committee  in  paying  attention  to  the  old 
law  found  that  it  was  permanent,  and  they 
thought  it  more  oonforoiabie  to  the  Constitution^ 
Ihait  all  laws  cceating  It  military  establishment 
should  be  teraporarv.  The  other  prorisiona  of 
the  bill,  direetmff  the  President  to  make  the  ap* 
porlionment  on^  the  different  States,  was  thou|rbt 
tn  be  a  more  equal  and  just  mode  of  raiang. 
them,  Bather  than  as  the  present  act  provides  to 
iniae  Chem  in  any  part  of  tne  United  States  at  his 
discretion. 

Mr.  ^ivor,  of  Mai8a«huaetits,  said,  that  the 
lenaon  (given  bjr  his  eoUeagoe,  <Mr.  Tabnixii,)  for 
napsittg  this  bill,  "that  we  o«|^t  to  show  in 
<  the.  present  state  of  our  oountr]^,  thac  we  do 
'  not  possess  a  aervile  degtt4ed  spirit^'  was  a  prin- 
cipal reason  with  him  H^inst  the  biii  He  be- 
lieved that  i£^  afear  nil  the  evidence  this  House 
had  receired  of  the  tensper  of  the  people,  nnd  of 
their  expectations  of  efficient^  rail  measures  of 
defeoee.  such  a  hill  as  this  was  to  be  the  first 
firuit  oi  a  seven  weeks'  delibemlion,  it  would, 
iadeod,  indicate  that  our  spirit  was  aervile  and 
def  raded-~at  least,  that  such  was  the  apirit  of 
this  House.  And,  indeed,  in  fact,  its  spiric  was, 
in  his  opinion^  6ur  below  the  temper  and  spirit 
which  prevailed  in  the  community.  It  waa^  in- 
deed, very  extraordiii^ry  that,  after  all  the  urgent 
deinands  made  upon  us  by  the  people  and  bv  the 
President,  for  various  augmentations  of  our  lovce, 
that  the  first  step  we  publicly  take  ahould  be,  net 
to  increase  the  power  of  the  Executive  arm,  but  to 
diminish  that  which  it  already  possesses.  If  this 
was  the  real  character  of  this  bill,  he  thoos;ht  the 
conclusion  inevitable^  that  a  House  which,  m  such 
a  state  of  public  affairs  as  ours,  should  be  guilty 
of  such  an  act.  was  actuated  hy  ''a  servile  and 
degraded  spirit.''  And  whatever  we  may  think>of 
it  ourselves,  1  have  great  fears  that  both  the  peo- 
ple and  foreign  nations  will  draw  that  conelasion 
concerning  us.  That  this  was  no  increase  ol  £x- 
eotttive  power,  but  a  real  diminution  of  it  was 
Tery  evident. 

The  gentleman,  my  colleague,  (Mr.  VAnMQM.) 
had  stated  three  reasons  for  passing  the  present 
and  repealing  the  old  law.  Ist.  The  want  of  an 
luyprepriation  for  the  expense  of  the  detachment. 
This  is  a  very  good  reason  for  an  appropriating 
act,  but  it  is  none  at  all  for  an  act  repealing  the 
provisions  of  the  old  law.  and  re-enaeung  the 
aaoM  nearly  ia  the  same  (onn*   2d»  His  iceoiid 


reason  Was,  ihat  the  former  act  was  permanent — 
this  temporary..    The  former  law  had  been  passed 
in  1803,  by  the  gentlemen  who  now  constituted 
the  majority  in  this  House.    It  had  been  suffered 
to  sleep  for  three  years,  and  now  at  the  very  mo- 
ment the  act  is  about  to  be  useful,  this  great  Con- 
stitutional discovery  is  made..   It  is  very  unlucky 
that)  when  the  people  expect  to  see  us  alive  to 
their  protection,  we  are  alive  to  nothing  but^theo* 
retic  questions   and  Constitutional   difficulties. 
The  third  reason  for  this  law  was  the  new  appor- 
tionment of  the  detachment  of  militia  it,  contem- 
plates.   In  this  consists  the  mischief  and  imbecil- 
liY  of  the  measure.    By  the  law  of  1803,  which 
this  bill  prQposes  to  repeal,  the  President  is  author- 
ized to  call  out  a  detachment  of  eighty  thousand 
militia.    He  may  take  the  whole  from  any  part 
of  the  Union.    Wherever  the  exigency  requires, 
he  may  there -call  for  all,  or  any  part,  of  the  eighty 
thousand.    By  the  present  \^w,  the  detachment 
made  is  to  consist,  indeed,  of  a  hundred  thousand 
men ;  hot' this  number  is  to  be  apportioned  upon 
the  States,  and  whatever  is  wanted  for  actual  ser- 
vice is  to  be  collected  from  seventeen  independ- 
ent divisions,  in  a  country  fifteen  hundred  miles 
in  lebgth.    went  stress  was  laid,  when  this  snl^- 
ject  was  debated  in  Committee,  oh  the  additional 
number.  And  my  colleague !(Mr.  Varii on)  asked 
'^are  not  a  hundred  thousand  men  more  than 
eighty  thousand  ?    How,  then,  can  this  be  said 
not  to  he  an  iocrea^  of  Bxecncive  power  ?"  This 
is  not  a  question  to  be  decided  by  mere  numbers. 
The  true  question  id,  whether  this  is  a/eal  to- 
crease  of  efficient  po#«r?     Will  it  enable  the 
Bxeentive  to  defend  any  given  point  or  frontier 
of  the  United  States  better  or  woiM  than  the 
existing  law?    Nothing,  to  my  mind,  cnn  be 
clearer  than  that  it  will  be  worse.    Suppose  an 
invasion  of  any  fVontier-^for  instance  the  district 
of  Maine.    And  let  the  invading  force  be  twenty 
thousand  men.    To  resist  whidi,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Executive,  thirty  thousand  would  oe  ex- 
pedient. As  the  present  law  is,  the  President  may 
detach  the  whole  thirty  thousand  from  the  militia 
of  MassaehoBetts.    But,  pass  this  law  and  he  can 
only  detach  the  quota  of  Massachusetts,  say  M^ 
teen  thousand,  and  then  must  hunt  up  the  defi- 
ciency in  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  Vermenl. 
Can  there  he  a  question  which  gives  the  most 
efficient  power,  the  existing,  or  the  proposed  acti 
Tf  ke  a  simple  view  of  the  case.    Suppose  a  naaft 
has  a  debt  to  pav  in  Massachusetts  within  a  lim- 
ited time,  to  make  which  payment  eighty  doUaie 
is  sufficient.    Now,  which  is  the  most  eligible  and 
efficient  power,  to  have  the  ability  of  taking  upon 
credit  the  whole  sum  at  onee  in  Massachusetts  or 
te  be  obliged  to  tak^  it  up  in  seventeen  divisional 
of  five,  ten,  and  fifteen  dollars,  in  each  of  the 
United  Sates  7  In  comoKm  life  no  question  oonld 
arisetouching  the  superiority  of  the  former  over 
the  latter  |K>wer,  in  iacility,  convenience,  or  effi* 
ciency.    And  I  can  see  none  in  political.    I  con* 
aider  this  act  as  no  further  of  iBsportance  than  aa 
it  shows  the  temper  and  disposition  of  thia  HousUi 
The  people  are  anxiously  expecting  some  great 
exertMae  from  ua.    While  we,  not  coaient  with 
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doifiif  ikolliDff,  we  doing  worte  tiiMi  ootbing.  We 
are  nmkiag  the  small  portioa  ^  Ezeoutrre  power 
kss.  Tbe  angoieataUon  of  tfce  eigiity  thoasaoil 
nea  to  a  kindred  tfaoasamd  is  *^a  mere  tub  ckrown 
to  tka  iHiale,^'  io  the  hope  lliat,  while  amnsed  by 
this,  the  seal  charaeter  ef  thettew  piovisioiieBaey 
eeoape  ebaennalibD. 

iir«  fiucBa,  of  Slew  Jersey,  spoke  in  fawr  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BtDWBLi^  of  Massaebusetts,  said  that  he  did 
niDt  conceive  thissabjeet  in  thesamelrgibt  with  his 
ooUeagoe,  as  a  dimnHition  of  the  efllotent  petwer 
of  t|)e  BxeeaCKve.  He  ihonght  tbe  ctbjeet  w«s  to 
have  ike  militia  ia  better  condition,  and  to  have 
tfaem  in  readiness  all  oter  tbe  United  States.  And 
by  this  bill  a  certain  proporiioa  weald  thus  be  pro- 
vided to  be  ikad  in  readiness. 

Mr.  Mastebb,  of  New  York,  said  that,  he  hoped 
the  bill  woald  pass ;  as.  he  thooght  from  the  dis- 
position be  had  seen  in  the  House  it  was  all  it  was 
likelv  to  do.  He  wanted  exceedingly  to  be  able 
tot€«  his  eoostitnents,  we  hsd  done  something. 
When  I  go  home,  and  they  ask  me,  ^  well,  have 
yon  made  provision  for  ftrrtifyinig  our  hai%ors1''  I 
^lall  answer  with  ereat  comfort,  no,  '<  but  we  have 
anitkevixed  a  detaenment  of  a  bandied  thousand 
SMKtia.'*  Have  jfou  raised  any  troops  to  repel 
Spanish  aggresfliODst  <*Nb;  but  we  have  au- 
thorized a  deiaohmeat  ef  a  hundred  thousand 
mltitia.''  Have  you  taken  any  measures  to 
nvenge  om*  Impressed  fbtiow-ettizens  t  ''No ;  but 
vre  have  anthoriiced  a  detaekmeot  of  a  hundred 
tlM«sand  mTtitie.^  Have  you  buUi  atfy  navy  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce  ?  <*  No ;  bnt  we 
haveanthomed  a  demehnent  of  a  hundred  fh^u- 
aand  miHtta.^  1  hope,  as  we  are  likely  to  ffet 
AOtk&nf  else,  we  shall  »t  least  have  the  liatimrc* 
tionot  thtsteea^ure. 

-  Mr.  Dana.«--I  had  not  pertieularly  attiended  to 
ttet  preset  bill  before  it  passed  to  the  third  read- 
kif ,  having  supposed  it  conformable  to  former 
nets  relatrre  to^tmilar  subjects.  On  examination, 
a  material  diversity  is  observable.  It  di^rs  from 
tlie  general'  law,  with  respect  tothe  paynf  non- 
eommissioaed  officers  aad  privates  dr  the.  militia 
when  called  into  tlie  service  of  the  United  States. 
If  the  allowances  to  them  under  that  kw  afe  found 
on  ealcnlation  to  be  substantially  equivalent  to  the 
emoluments  allowed  by  law  to  the  troops  on  the 
military  establishment,  a»  has  been  suggested  by 
tbe  gentleman  froin  Massaehnsetts  on  my  left, 
(Mr^  YARMtiM,)  I  ask  where  is  the  necessity  for 
varying  in  this  manner  from  the  former  law,  and 
hereby  giving  rise  to  questions  ef  ealcnlation  on 
the  snbject  of  pay  and  emolntnents?  Bat,  waiving 
this  consideration:  I  observe  a  diilerenoe  from  for- 
mer lews  in  tvro  other  sections  of  the  biU. 

Tbe  fifth  section  purports  to  authorite  the 
President  to  call  into  aeioal  service  any  portion  of 
the  proposed  detachment  when  he  shall  jodge  the 
exigencies  oTthe  United  States  re<}oireif.  On 
comparing  this  with  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tntion,  where  is  the  antnority  for  giving  to  th^ 
President  this  power  9  The  Oonstitntion,  it  will 
be  found,  aethorizps Congress  ''to provide  for call- 
^  inf  forth  die  milit&i  to^  esacnte  Ihe  lawe  ef  the 


'  Union,  snnpress  insnrreetipns,  and  repel  inva* 
^  sions.-^'  The  power  of  the  <jleneral  €k)vemment 
to  call  the  militia  into  aotnaL  ssrvice,  is  cons«it»* 
tionally  restricted  to  tbe  three  cases  speeifictlly- 
meationed.  Yet  the  biH  nadertakes  to  give  «ke 
President  a  general  discretionary  power  of  eom^^ 
manding  into  service  any  part  of  the  detachment, 
at  his  pleasure,  for  nny  canse  vHwtever,  without 
anv  limitation. 

The  foattk  section  of  the  \Ai  renders  <the  deu 
tftehment  iiaMe  to  be  holdea  ia  service  for  sis 
months  afler  tfafcf  anive  at  the  place  of  reedea« 
votfs.  Yet  the  established  law  rdatire  to  the 
miKtia  does  not  require  them  ^*  to  serve  more  than 
three  months  after  their  irrival  at  the  place  of 
rendezvons,  in  any  one  year."  Why  should  tbe 
proposed  detachment  be  snbieoted  to  a  burden  m 
unequal  to  than  of  serving  in  the^-fiddfor  twine 
tlw^  oiual  tena  %  Ought  they  to  be  thns  com* 
polled  to  perfoim  doable  dvty  f 

But,  my  inain  objeetion  to  tbiabill  is  the  effi.o#* 
cy  of  its  provisions,  if  any  measure  is  to  be  adop>« 
ed  for  ranintaining  onr  national  rigtits,  let  uscoa-*^ 
tempkte  a  s6lid,efiecMMii  dkfenee.  The  )Hieient 
bill  holds  forth  the  idea  ef  providing  a  military 
force.  But  the  President,  b)r  the  general  law  oif 
Ihe  Union,  is  alieady  anthoriaed  to  call  forth  the 
militia  in  the  caaee  specified  by  the  Oonschution. 
If  T  eonsidered  this  biU  as  adding  anything  to  the 
efflineoey  of  our  militia,  I  should  not  eppeae  the 
general  provision.  I  have  no  disposition  to  di** 
parage  ear  miliiia ;  but  I  deem  such  a  detach* 
meat  as  that  to  be  wholly  inadeqnate  to  the  suip- 
pei«  of  onr  claims  in  the  places  where  wv  tnay 
expect  ktieckfe,  if  attacked  at  all.  My  objeetiott 
is  not  that  I  denet  believe  our  miHtia  to  bebvave 
aad  v^ouB  ^i3k  the  pabUc  welfare.  Bravery  aftd 
zeal  alone  do  not  decide  the  coniiets  of  armies. 
Brave  as  the  militia  nnquestionably  are,  they 
should,  for  operatioBS  in  the  field,  be  well  eanip*> 
ped  and  disei|4ined.  That  they^  ttay  be  of  effent* 
ual  service,  especially  at  a  distenoe  from  &dr 
homes,  equipmeirt  and  dndplf&^areesseniiaL  If 
x^  bill  added  aayihing  to  the  equipment  of  the 
militia,  or  to  their  dtscipKne,  or  to  the  mutual  eon- 
fldeUeeef  theoffieersand  men^if  in  anynoint  of 
military  importance  it  aided  or  'promised  to  aid 
them,  i  would  give  to  the  general  princi|pie  nay 
support.  But  I  hare  not  been  aUe  to  diaeever 
that  the  bill  makes  any  such  addition,  or  gives  one 
essential  aid  to  the  eiisting  militia  system,  if  thin 
be  all  tbe  plan  of  deifence  proposed  to  be  adoptody 
I  am  free  to  declare  I  do  not  consider  it  as  eneet^ 
irely  any  thing.  Is  there  an  officer,  aecustowed  to 
service,  who  will  say  that  it  is  I  Is  there  one 
military  man  who  will  assert  that,  when  the  pre^^ 
jeot  of  thtts  •detaching  militia  was  tried  fermeriyi 
any  nraetical  advantage  resulted  Irem  itf  If  he 
should  assert  this  with  respect  to- his  part  of  the 
country,  the  case  appears  to  have  been  verr  dif- 
ferent in  other  parts.  My  colleague  (Mr.  Tall- 
ma  oob)  has  mentioned  the  eifeet  of  makins^  such 
a  detachment  in  Goanecticnt.  Its  operation  vk 
another  State  has  been  mentioned  by  tbe  gentle' 
man  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Cnirrsivncii.)  The 
tf«ct  was  injuriooa  rather  than  hea^fciaL    if  I 
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eoosidered  this  as  an  affiiir  of  qiere  paper,  I  thould 
have  less  cause  for  objecting.  It  would  be  then 
bat  a  Duilityr  At  present,  I  deem  k  worse  than 
a  nullity.  It  is,  therefore,  treated  favorably 
when  it  is  spoken  of  as  being  merely  useless 
paper. 

la  refleeting  on  the  state  of  our  public  affairs, 
will  any  gentleman  seriously  isay  that  the  propo^d 
detachment  can  be  effectively  serviceame  »t  the 
points  where  hostile  enterprises  will  prolmbly  be 
attempted,  if  anywhere?  The  gentleman  from^ 
Massachusetts^  who,  as  chairman  of  the  select 
committee,  presented  this  bill  (Mr.  Varnum)  has 
spoken  of  the  maritime  injuries  committed  by  the 
British,  and  has  referred  to  the  exposed  state  of 
oar  ports  and  seaboard.  Will  that  gentleman  say 
that  this  is  the  species  of  .defence  by  which  such 
ifl^ies  are  to  be  repelled  ?^  Are  our  militia  to  be 
marched  to  the  Atlantic  border  of  the  IJnion,  and 
there  be  ordered,  without  fortifications,  to  protect 
the  con^merce  and  ports  and  coast  against  the 
predatory  activity  of  every  maritime  force  under 
any  belligerebt  flag?  We  do  not  seriously  pro* 
pose  thus  to  parade  our  militia  with  their  muskets 
along  the  extent  of  our  shores,  in  oppoaition  to 
hostile  ships  of  War. 

If  anywhere  the  military  force  of  th^  Union  is 
to  be  emciently  employed  for  maintaining  territo^ 
rial  claims,.it  IS  on  our  Southern  frontier,  or  its 
▼ieinity,  that  we  should  fix  our  attention.  And 
there,  how  is  the  proposed  detachment  to  be  ren- 
dered effective  ?  In  case  of  4)ostlIity  in  that  ^ar- 
ter^  it  must  be  either  oa  the  island  of  New  Or- 
leanS;  or  in  relation  to  the  Floridas,  or  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  on  some  part  of  the  territory  claim- 
ed as  Lrouisiana.  In  no  other  place  is  there  at 
present  any  probability  of  our  baring  a  hostile 


Hoose  who  will  sajr  that  there  is  any  Constitu 

tional  power  vested  in  the  President  to  march  the/fed  States,  in  pursuance  o7a  resolution  of  the  House 


the  country  any  additional  security.  If  it ' 
such  as  to  evince  a  fixed  attention  to  arrange  a 
system  of  efficacious  measures  for  assuring  the 
protection  of  our  national  rights,  if  it  were  such  as 
to  excite  any  sentiment  of  awe,  or  to  command 
respect  from -any  foreign  Power,  if  it^ere  fitted 
to  inspire  a  confidence  of  security  in  one  maUi 
woman,  or  child,  within  the  United  States,  any 
of  these  considerations  might  afford  a  reason  for 
£[iving  it  my  vote.  Bat  to  arrange  iii  legislative 
form,  merely  a  collection  of  words,  without  anf 
possible  efficiency  or  use,  and  pass  them  for  a. 
measure  of  defence  through  this  House,  is  a  pro- 
cedure of  laborious  nihil  it  v,  in  which  I  am  not 
willing  to  co-operate,  under  the  present  aeriout 
aspect  of  our  public  affiiirs. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  70  rising  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 


Tuesday^  January  28. 

A  petition  of  the  Presidents  of  the  incorporated 
Marine  Insurance  Companies,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  on  behalf  of  tbe  said  companies,  was  pre- 
sented and  read,  praying  that  provision  maf  be 
made  by  law  for  granting^registers  to  incorporat* 
ed  Insurance  Companies  for  such  vessels  of  the 
United  States  as  may  become  their  property,^  with- 
out  requiring  the  oath  now  lurescribed  to  be  taken, 
so  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  dispose  of  such 
vessels,  with  all  the  privileges  that  belonged  to 
them  at  the  time  of  their  seizure  and  detention.*- 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commeree  and 
Manufaoturest 

The  Spbakjsr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  an  es- 
timate of  the  aaiiual  expense  of  supporting^  ia 
collision  on  (and.    But  is  there  a  man  in  this  tactual  service,  the  whole  of  the  frigates  and  smal 


militia  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States  as» 
fixed  by  tbe  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1783  ?  Who  will' 
adventure  to  affirm,  that  our  militia  can,  under 
the  present-Coostitutioii,  be  coippelled  to  march 
to  New  Orleans,  or  below  the  thirty-first  degree 
of  latitude  ?  Is  it  intended  to  march  them  out  oC 
the  United  States  to  repel  any  territorial  aggres- 
sions of  the  Spaniards,  to  drive  them  from  the 
Missbsippi  eastward  beyond  the  Perdido,  or  back 
to  the  Rio  Bravo,  on  tbe  west  ?  No  gentleman, 
ia  debate^  has  pretended,  none,  I  trust,  will  pre- 
tend, that  there  exists  constitutionally  such  power 
over  tbe  militia. 

Thus  it  appears  that,  with  respeet  to  effective 
operations,  the  militia,  proposed  to  be  detached, 
can  be  of  no  service  in  any  of  the  places  where 
there  is  any  probability  of  our  wanting  a  military 
force*  They  cannot  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
points  where  the  force  may  be  requisite. 

What,  then,  is.the  true  character  of  the  present 
bill  as  a  measure  of  defence  ?  This  ia  the  mystery 
of  the  affair.  It  seems  like  something.  In  real- 
ity it  is  nothing.    Let  us  not  compliment  our  own 


pie  of  the  United  States.    Tnis  bill  ought  not  to 
miaiead  any  peoon*    It  ia  not  adapted  to  give  to 


l#r  jres.<ela  now  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  Unit- 
ofai 


{of  the  twenty-fourth  insunt;  which  was  read» 
bnd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
bn  the  state  of  the  Union. 
I  Mr.  Al8T0Nj  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
(hC'  sixteenth  mstant,  presented  a  bill  declaring 
the  absent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General 
Assemblv  of  tbe  State  of  North  Carolina;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
On  motion  it  was 

Eesohedy  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  December  last,  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  wdat,  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  laws  respecting  compensation  tif  grand 
and  other  jurors,  supimooed  to  serve  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,.if  any,  what,  alterations  are  ne- 
cessary in  the  laws  providing  compensation  to 
marshals  j  and  that  they  have  leave  to  leport  bj 
bill  or  otherwiso. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smilib,  the  select  committee 
lo  whom  was.  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Quites,  of  tbe  17ih 


s^^city  at- the  expense  of  that  or  the  whole  peo-    instant,  as  relates  to  the  impressments  of  our  sea- 


men, was  disoMrged  from  its  further  coosidera- 
lioa,  and  the  sublet  referced'to  a  Conunitiee  of 
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,  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Udioo,  without  a 
dirision. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the.  Commrttee  of 
Wajrs  and  Meafla-were  discharged  fromthe  con- 
sideration of  so  (Dueh  of  the  Message  of  the  Presj- 
\  deat  as  relates  to  depredations  committed  onour 
Colonial  trade,  arid  tne  subject  referred  taaCom- 
.  miitee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  sute  of  the 
Unioo,  without  a  division. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

The  House  went  fnto  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  report  of  a  select  committee,  in  favor  of 
authorizing  a  bridge  to  be  erected  over  the  river 
Potomac,  at  the  City  of  >Vashiogton. 

Mr.  EjLY  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report,  and  Messrs. 
Elliot,  Findley,  and  Nblson  against  it;  when 
the  Committee  rose,  s^nd  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 

M''*  Smilie  renewed  his  motion  for  discharging 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  that  part  of  the  Messs^e  of 
the  Presideat  that  relates  to  the  invasion  of  neu- 
tral rights. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  and  Mr.  J.  C.-Skitb  opposed  the 
motion,  and  Mr.  Jackson  enforced  it.  The  two 
firNt  gentlemen  ha  vine  recommended  a  >8us  pen- 
sion of  the  motion  until  the  chairman  of  the  Com 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  J,.  Rakoolpu) 
should  be  in  his  place,  Mr.  Jackson  concluded 
his  remarks  by  moving  an  adjournment,  that  the 
consideration  of  the  motion  might  be  the  next  day 
entered  upon  ajs  unfinished  business,  and  an  op- 
portuoity  be  given  by  the  delay  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  be  in  his  place. 

The  motion  for  adjournment  pre  vailed— yeas  69. 

Wbonesdat^  January  29 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  the  Senate  have  passsed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  empower  Gforge  Rapp 
and  his  associates,  of  the  Society  of  Harmony,  to 
purchase  certain  lands ;"  to  which  they  desire  tb^ 
coDcarrence  6f  this  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  enclosing  a  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore,  on  the  depredations  commit- 
ted.on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States^,  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  pf  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the. Union. 

NEUTRAL  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  Jaokbon  called  for  consideration  of  the  uih 
finished  business  of  yesterday,  viz:  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Smilie  to  disebarge  the  Committee  o£  Ways 
and  M^ans  from  the  further  conaideraiion  of  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the 
invasion  of  neutral  rWhts  by  some  of  the  bdligef- 
ent  Powers.  On  tinting  op  this  business  the 
House  di vided-^yea^  37;  carried. 

The  mention  having  been  submitted  from  the 
Chair,  Mr.  Dawson  opposed  it.  He  said  the 
wish  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  bring 
this  subject  under  the  view  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  th^  state  of  the  Union  might  at 
any  tioia  be  gratified  by  going  iato  that  committee 


and  moving  any  resolution  he  might  see  fit,  as  the 
Message  generally  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  floor  of  the  House  was 
not  the  proper  place  to  niake  declarations  of  wh4t 
is  the  law  of  nations.  He  believed  that  a  volume 
ofi^ucb  declarations  would  he  of  no  avail;  it  was 
iheir<dbty  to  act<^nd  not  to  declare  on  such  sub- 
jects ;  and  whenever  the  gentleman  from  PeoQ- 
sylvania  er  at)y  other  geotltfmao,  would  bring  for- 
ward  measures  calculated  to  prevent  an  infraction 
of  our  neutral  rights,  they  should  receive  his  sop- 
port.  At  present  he  ratnt  be  against  Adopting  the 
resohitioo. 

'Mr.  Smilhs  said  he- did  not  expect  any  opposr- 
tton  to  the  motion  he  had  made.  If  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  should  be  discharged 
from  the  Msineiis,  it  would  consequently  come 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  without  any  motion^  as  the  Message 
was  generally  before  that  committee. 

In  repdy  to  the  remark  that  this  motion  would 
be  treating  the  Committed  of  Ways  and  Meauf 
with  disrespect,  Mr.  Smilie  said,  he  thought  the 
irroond  on  whiph  he  had  placed  the  business  would  ^ 
have  removed  every  idea  of  the  kind.  He  did 
not  say  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
not  as  competent  to  the  business  as  aay  other 
select  or  standing  committee ;  but  he. had  declared 
from  the  beginning  that  in  his  opinion,  in  point 
of  principle,  the  reference  ought  to  have  beca 
made  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  This  is 
the  ninth  week  of  the  session,  and  gentlemen 
charge  ns  with  hav^ing  don^  nothing.  Do  not ' 
ireiKlemen  see.  from  the  state>of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  aad  Means,  that  this  course  has  become 
ahoolutely  necessary'?  Shall  a  business  of  the 
first  importance  that  can  oecnr  during  the  s^ssKm, 
be  neglected  on  this  account  1  Not  only  the  eyes 
of  all  America,  but  likewise  of  alt  B^urope,  are 
looking  with  anxiety  oa  the  stepv  which  we  abaH 
take  in  thia  business;  for  all  the  maritime  Pow- 
ers of  ES^rope  are  interested  iu-  this  great  qoestioa 
relative  to  neutral  rights.  Are  we,  then,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  deranged  situation  of  a  seleet 
committee,  to  remain  with  our  hands  tied  up? 
For  myself  1  do  think,  that  the  interests  of-ouf 
coontri^  call  upon  us  to  uke  immediate  steps.  I 
repeat  it  that  on  a  similar  oeeasioa  with  this,  a 
similar  course  was  pursued.  Gentlemen  will  re* 
memb(ir,  that  in  tb^  third  Congress,  when  we  be- 
fore suffered  fVom  the  misconduct  of  Great  Britain: 
certain  resolutions  which  became  the  subject  of 
discussion  originated  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House*  What  Jndeed,.  are  we  to  expect  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means?  Are  they  in 
po&tession  of  the  g^i^oral  sense  of  the  House  on 
this  subject,  as  a  guide  in  making  their  report  7 
This  is  not  the  case,  as  we  have  had  no  discussion 
of  the  subject;  and  until  it  shall  he  broustbt  under 
a  view  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  is 
impossible  to  tell  in  what  the  opinions, of  mem- 
bers will  centre. 

Mr.  Jacxbow.— I  have  but  a  single  observation 
to  make  in  addition  to  tha^e  which  have  fallen 
Arom  tfaa  gentleman  from  PefineylTanla.    Bo  lar 
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Th«  bill  was  thea  further  amended  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  aodj  togpther  with  the  amendments, 
oidered  io  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
OD  Moodav  next. 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  foarth  of  December  last,  sundry 
petitions  and  memorials  from  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
Titory,  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  so 
•mocn  thereof  as  relates  to  the  lands  of  the  United 
Stales;  aod,  that  so  much  of  the  petitions  and 
memorials  aforesaid  as  relates  to  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  QaAT  offered  the  following  resolution, which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

Reeohed,  That  any  member  of  thii  House,  who 
•hall  in  future  aooept  oi^  •o^icit,  or  enter  into  any  con- 
tract ibr  tha  expendituie  of  any  money  appropriated  by. 
law  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  ^aU,  in  conae- 
queoce  thereof,  be  disqualified  from  a  seat  in  this 
House.  « 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  so  far  as  relates 
to  imposing  a  duty  on  tonnage  by  the.Ciiy  Coun- 
cil of  Charleston. 

Mr.  Marion  supported,  and  Mr.  Crownin- 
•BiBLO  opposed  the  bill  \  when  the  Cpmmiiteerose 
without  coming  to  a  decision,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  ajprain,  to  allow  time  for  printing  some  dccu- 
aneuts  illustrative  of  the  subject. 

DEFENCE  OP  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 

Mr.  Barlt.— I  rise  to  comply  with  the  prom* 
iae  I  niade  yesterday.  I  have  Waited  some  time 
before  oflenng  this  resolotioir,  in  the  hope  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Pawson )  might 
have  ulten  hie  seat  in  the  House.  I  regret  that 
he  has  not  taken  his  seat ;  aa  I  should  wish  him 
to  be  present  at  the  lime  of  offisring  the  resoju^ 
tions  which  I  now  bold  in  my  hand,  and  whioh  I 
will  read : 

Reaolved,  l^at  the  PresidenC  of  the  United  States 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  any  infbrmation 
Wbirh  may  be  in  poaseaaton  of  the  Executive  Depaii- 
jnent,  relative  to  the  state  and  oonditioii  of  the  ibrtifi- 
cations  which  may  have  been  erected  within  the  seve- 
lal  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Statea;  and  also  the 
amount  of  moneys  which  has  been  expended  on  each, 
•a  well  as  the  probable  expense  of  completing  die  same ;  • 
and  also  any  infbrmation  of  which  said  Department 
nay  be  poasessed  relative  to  the  practicability  of  defend- 
ing, by  land  batteries,  such  porta  and  harbors  as  have, 
by  any  former  law,  been  directed  to  be  fortified. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  cause  to  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  money 
Which  has  been  disbursed  on  account  of  the  navy  in 
each  year,  since  its  establishment,  and  atating  particu- 
larly the  cost  of  each  frigate. 

.  Before  I  offer  these  resolutions.  I  will  take  the 
iibt>rty  of  making  a  few  observations  in  explana- 
tion of  some  things  said  by  me  yesterday,  and  the 
replies  made  to  them  by  several  gentlemen.  lob- 
terved  that  we  were  not  possessed  of  that  kitid  of 
information  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolu- 
tion then  under  consideration,  that  would  enable 


us  to  form  a  correct  and  judicious  decision  on  it; 
that  we  had  no  data  on  which  to  estimate  the  ex- 
pense of  the  proposed  measures,  or  their  efficacy, 
if  adopted.  When  I  took  the  liberty  of  intimat- 
ing a  doubt  of  their  efficacy,  I  did  not  mean  to  be 
understood  as  doubting  the  physical  possibility 
of  so  fortify  *ng  our  ports  and  narbdrs  by  land  bat- 
teries as  to  afford  them  an  effectual  protection. 
But  I  meant  to  say  that  such  was  their  physical 
situation  as  to  require  a  quantum  of  revenue  be- 
yond the  resources  of  the  nation.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  it  is  completely  in  our  power  to  defend 
New  York  and  our  other  harbors,  if  we  only  pos- 
sess the  pecuniary  means.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
we  might,  with  ease,  make  a  Gronstadt  of  it,  but 
I  doubt  whether  any  gentleman  of  the  House 
could  be  prepared  to  adopt  the  princiole  which 
has  prevailed  at  Gronstadt  and  other  plaeesL  and 
to  the  extend  to  which  it  would  carry  us.  I  uoubt 
whether  any  gentleman  would  be  prepared  to 
adopt  the  course  pursued  by  the  French  Qovern- 
ment,  with  regard  to  Gherbourg,  and  along  .her 
coast ;  a  course  which,  after  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
they  wereobliged  to  suspend,  from  the  inadequacy 
of  their  resources. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  one  or  two  other  additional 
things.  When  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  ob- 
tain m^  information,  it  was  said,  that  ray  object 
was  evidently  procrastination  ;  that  it  was  unbe- 
comiuff  in  the  House,  after  so  much  time  had 
been  luready  consumed,  to  attempt  further  pro- 
craatinatioo ;  for  the  sentiment  of  the  nation  was 
before  us ;  it  dictated  our  course,  and  if  we  hesi- 
Uted  topur8ueit,the  public  indignation  would  light 
upon  us.  In  my  opinion,  all  that  can  be  deduced 
from  what  has  been  denominated  the  sentiment 
of  the  nation,  in  this  and  other  cases,  is  this :  that 
in  this  country,  where  the  Qovernment  and  the 
nation  are  the  same,  the  nation  will  repose  its 
confidence  in  the  Oovemment,  and  pledge  them- 
selvea  to  support  those  measures  which  tne  Qov« 
ernment  may  adopt.  All,  then,  that  follows  is, 
that  the  nation  will  repose  its  confidence  on  this, 
as  on  other  trving  occasions,  in  the  Government. 
But  does  it  follow  that,  because  th^  nation  reposes 
unlimited  confidence  in  this  Government,  that  the 
latter  is  to  rush  blindfoldedly  into  measures  With* 
out  a  mature  consideration  of  them  ?  On  the  con* 
trary,  I  apprehend^  in  proportion  to  this  confidence, 
there  is  a  responsibility  in  the  Government  not  to 
abuse  it;  and,  notwithstanding  the  high  degree  of 
confidence  reppsed  in  this  instance  in  the  Govern- 
ment, we  ought  not  to  doubt,  because  the  experience 
of  former  times  proves  it,  that  when  this  confidence 
shall  be  abused,  the  people  will  revoke  it.  In  my 
opinion,  at  this  time,  we  are  more  bound, to  be 
cautious  in  exercising  the  powers  reposed  in  u*, 
than  those  who,  in  former  times,  faekd  the  reina 
of  Government;  because  they  bad  not  the  expe- 
rience that  we  have,  and  because  the  lesson  ex- 
hibited on  that  occasion,  shows  that  confidence, 
improperly  used,  will  be  withdrawn  by  the  people. 
Do  gentlemen  mean  to  be  understood  as  intimat- 
ing that  it  is  our  duty,  without  inquiring  into  the 
extent  or  the  grounds  on  which  we  proceed,  to 
embark  headlong  into  any  meaaures  which  the 
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Pretideot  majr  recommend,  and  which  they  ma|r 
consider  the  confidence  of  the  people  pledged  to 
support^ 

With  regard  to  the  second  resolution,  I  will  add 
a  word  or  two.  The  report  on  which  this  dis- 
eassion  is  founded,  although  I  heliere  not  so  in- 
tended, is  calculated  to  be,  as  I  apprehend,  a 
decojr.  If  w«  adopt  it,  we  shall  first  begin  with  a 
small  appropriation,  and  we  shall  afterwards  be 
called  upon  to  go  the  whole  length  that  shall  be 
deeoked  necessary  to  carry  the  measures  we  shall 
kave  taken  into  full  and  complete  effect  \  and  we 
shall  be  told,  unless  weappropriate  enough  monev 
to  carry  them  into  this  full  and  complete  effect,  all 
that  we  have  done  will  be  lost.  Sir,  we  have 
some  vrarning  monuments  against  pursuing  such  a 
policy.  II  I  am  not  mistaken,  this  very  House  in 
which  we  legislate  is  one  of  ^hese  warning  mon- 
uments; the  fortification  of  our  ports  and  harbors 
is  another ;  and,  unless  I  much  mistake,  .the  ap- 
propriations which  we  have  heretofore  made  lor 
our  naval  armaments  is  al^o  an  awful  warning.  It 
is  to  guard  against  being  decoyed  into  such  a  con- 
duct  that  I  now  offer  these  resolutions,  It  is,  that 
we  may  see  the  whole  ground  before  us ;  and  that, 
in  the  language  of  .the  honorable  Spbaker,  we 
may  see  ^he  w^ole  extent  of  the  road.  It  is  true, 
the  Qommittee  has  gtv:en  us  the  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  a  seventy-four  gun-ship.  An  estimate! 
yea,  sir.  a  nava)  estimate  1  And  is  it  come  to  this? 
after  the  experience  of  this  country  in  naval  af- 
fairs, that  this*  House  is  to  proceed  on  a  naval  es- 
timate. I  hope  not ;  I  hope  we  sh^li  have  some- 
thing more  substantial ;  that  we  shall  have  the 
actual  cost,  and  not  a  mere  estimate. 

Mr.  J.  C  Smith. — As  the  House  is  not  much 
pressed  in  point  of  time,  it  is  not,  perhaps,  to  be 
regretted  ttiat  the  honorable  gentleman  has^  on 
this  occasion,  given  us  a  long  speech  y  hut  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  he  did  not  feel  the  want  of  in- 
formation at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  DANA.-^It  is  unfortunate  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Greorgia  should  assume  a  cause 
either  too  feeble  to  be  sustained,  or  that  it  should 
be  addressed  to  a  body  that  he  imagines  incapa^ 
ble  of  feeling  the  force  of  argument.  I  presume 
that,  in  decidiogon  measures  in  tnis  House,  the  mo- 
tives o£  particular  gentlemen  are  not  to  guide  our 
deliberations  \  but  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  mea- 
sures themselves,  and  if  they  can  be  supported  by 
strong  and  fair  argument,  no  gentleman  would 
think  of  appealing  to  our  passions  for  their  sup- 
port. Whatever  may  have  been  my  opinion  on 
the  general  course  of  measures  pursued  by  the 

^reseot  Administration,  is  not  now  the  question.' 
*heonly  inquiry  proper  for  us  to  pursue,  relates 
to  the  merits  of  the  proposition  before  us.  On  the 
general  subject  of  information,  if  the  gentleman 
teally  desires  to  obtain  it.  there  can  be  no  excep- 
tioa  to  the  call,  however  we  may  regret  its  not 
having  been  made  earlier.  When  we,  yesterday, 
considered  the  report,  it  was  in  the  aeneral  prin 
"Ciple  whether  any  fortifications  should  be  erected 
or  repaired,  without  undertaking  to  say  to  what 
extent  the  business  should  go.  I  think  we  have 
abandaat  information  to  justify  our  voting  pn  this 


principle,  althongb,  when  we  descend  into  the 
details,  we  may  require  more  particular  infor- 
mation.. 

Mr.^fiARLT. — Ihave  but  a  word  of  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  who  first  addressed 
you,  who  has  expressed  his  regret  at  my  not  bar- 
ing made  an  earlier  cbll  for  this  information ;  and 
that  is,  that  I  have  made  the  call  as  early  as  the 
subject-matter  of  the  report  came  into  discussion. 
It  was  never  before  yesterday  discussed,  and,  at 
the  earliest  period  of  the  debate,  I  avowed  my 
want  of  information. 

[Some  conversation  here  took  place  between 
Messrs.  D.  R.  Willi  am  a.  Class,  and  Cbownin- 
8BISLD,  on  the  amendmenu  subsequently  nutde 
in  the  details  of  the  resolution.] 

When  Mr.  Dawson  said  that^  not  being  in  the 
House  at  the  time  these  resolutions  were  offered, 
he  regretted  that  he  had  not  beard  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  mover  in  support  of  them.  He 
must,  however,  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  it 
was  made  the  annual  duty  of  theSecretarv  of  the 
Navy,  which  duty  he  performed,  to  lay  before  the 
House  these  several  items  of  information,  called 
for  by  the  resolution^i.  He  could  therefore  only 
consider  delay  as  the  effect  they  were  calculated 
to  produce.  The  simple  resolution  before  the 
committee  yesterday  was^  do  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States  require  protection  1  Has  not 
every  gentleman  declared  this  to  be  the  fact  V  Has 
it  not  been  enforced  by  every  paper  in  the  United 
States?  Does  not  every  day^s  mail  bring  us  the 
public  sentiment  ?  and  is  it  not  likewise  enforced 
by  the  first  authority  in  the  nation  ?  The  general 
necessity  of  the  measure  can.  then,  admit  of  no 
doubt.  The  next  question,  then,  is.  is  the  sum 
recommended  by  the  committee  too  larse?  I  be- 
lieve, said  Mr.  D.,  every  gentleman  will  concur 
with  me  in  opinion,  that  it  is  much  smaller  than 
was  expected.  If  tnese  are  facts,  what  can  the 
object  De,  but  further  delay  ?  It  can  only  be  one 
of  two  alternatives,  either  to  carry  the  resolutions 
calling  for  inforination.  and  thereov  from  the  time 
which  will  elapse  before  it  can  be  received,  to 
give  the  whole  business  the  go-by;  or  it  must 
arise  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Executive 
in  the  disborsement  of  the  money?  appropriated. 
I  say  the  object  must  arise  from  either  one  or  the 
other  of  these  two  causes.  I  hold  it  my  duty  here 
to  state  that  the  committee,  on  their  first  meeting, 
directed  their  chairman  to  Write  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  the  Secretar)^  of  the  Navy  for  infor* 
mation  to  guide  their  decisions.  The  Secretary 
of  War  informed  us  that  the  inquiry  we  called  for 
could  not  be  given  in  less  than  seven  or.  eight 
weeks,  and  I  venture  to  affirm  that,  if  the  res(3a- 
tions  are  agreed  to,  the  subject  will  not  be  taken 
up  again  for  that  length  of  time.  Is  this  the  wish 
of  gentlemen  ?  I  trust  that,  if  it  is  their  wish,  a 
majority  of  this  House  will  be  found  to  hold  dif- 
ferent opioioos,  and  will  be  in  favor  of  proceed- 
ing Without  delay,  in  a  business  so  interesting  to 
the  public  welfare. 

Mo  D.  R.  WiLLiAM8.^As  far  as  I,  a  fallible 
man.  can  understand  th6  infallible  ideas  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Dawson)  I  must 
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consider  it  would  be  "  tbe  interest  of  ^e  United  States 
to  dispose  of,  rather  than  repair." 

On  the  motioDof  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  first  and 
third  sections  of  tbe  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  au 
act  as  authorizes  the  evidences  of  the  public  debt 
to  be  received  in  payment  for  public  lands,  and  for 
other  purposes,,  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House* 

The  discussion  which  ensued  on  the  details  of 
this  bill  occupied  nearly  the  whple  of  the  residue 
of  the  day. 

The  committee  having  reported  the  bill,  with 
sundry  amendments,  it  was  ordered'  to  a  third 
leading  to-morrow. 

NEUTRAL  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  it  would  be  Tecollected 
that,  very  early  in  the  session,  so  much  of  the  Mies- 
■age  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  tbe  invasion  of  neutral  rights  by  belligerent 
Powers,  had  been  referred  to  the  Coromillee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  would  aUo  be  recollected 
that  another  Message  on  tbe  saose  subject,  or  on 
one  connected  ^ith  it,  had  been  referred  to  the 
same  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  I  under- 
standj  said  Mr.  R.  (for  my  indisposition  has  not 

Jermitted  me  for  some  days  past  to  attend  to  tbe 
atiesof  my  seat)  that  a  motion  bas-prevailed  to 
discharge  theCommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  from 
the  consideratioift  of  that  subject.  Inasmuch  as 
this  discharge  may  have  been  effected  under  an 
impression  tbat  the  committee  hav^  been  ddin- 

?uent  in  executing  the  duty  devolved  upon  them, 
feel  it  iny  duty  before  I  surrender  the  papers  con- 
nected wfth  this  subject,  to  give  some  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee.  On  the  eleventh 
of  December  the  committee  instructed  their  Chair- 
man to  write  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
which  I  will  read.  Mr.  R.  here  read  tne  letter  as 
follows : 

CoxxiTTis  Rooxi  Dee,  II,  1806. 
-    Sib  7  The  Committee  4)f  Ways  and  Means  have  in- 
•Iracted  me  to  request  yov  will  cause  to  be  laid  beibfe 
them  such  information,  on  the  subject  of  the  enclosed 
xtsolutian,  as  the  I>epartment  of  State  can  famish. 
The  peculiar  objects  of  our  research  are — 
X*  What  new  principles,  or  constructions,  of  the  law 
of  nations  have  been  adopted  by  the  beUigeirent  Powers 
of  Europe,  to  the  prejudice  of  neotral  rights  t 

2.  The  GroverpBtent  asserting  those  prindples  and 
constructions? 

3.  The  extent  to  which  the  commerce  of  die  United 
States  has  been  thereby  injured  t 

I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  sir,  yours, 

JOHN  RANDOLPH. 
'  The  SacasTART  ov  Statx. 

On  Saturday  night  tbe  25th  instanc,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  received  an  answer  to 
this  letter,  which  I  will  deliver  to  the  Clerk,  in 
order  that  it  may  go  to  the  new  committee,  to 
which  this  business  has  been  referred.  It  is  un» 
necessary  for  me  to  add  anything  more.  The 
House  igaust  be  sensible  that  while  tbe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  in  the  dark  they  could 
not  proceed  in  tbe  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
them,  and  that  af\er  receiving  information  irom 
the  Secretary  of  State  so  late  ia  the  day,  it  was 


impossible  for  them  tu  have  made  a  report  by  this 
day  ;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  motion  to  dis- 
cbarge the  Committee  of ;Ways  and  Means  was 
made  before  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  received. 

TheClerkaccofdinffly  read  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary df  State,  as  follow's: 

DspABTKKHT  OV  Statx,  Jou.  25,  1806. 

The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  respects  to  Mr. 
Randolph,  and  has  the  honor  to  transmit  him  a  copy 
of  a  report  this  day  made  to  the  Predldent  of  tbe  United 
States,  respecting  interpolations  by  fordgn  Powers,  of 
new .  and  injurious  principles,  in  the  law  of  nations. 
This  report,  with  the  communications  made  by  the  Pre- 
sident to  Congress,  parCicorarly  that  of  the  17th  instant, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  aflbrd  the  information'  requested,  for 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by  Mr.  Randolph's 
letter  of  the  1 1th  ultimo. 

When,  ou  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  pa- 
pers laid  by  bim  on  the  table  were  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 


FRtDAT>  January  31. 

Another  member,  to  wit;  William  Black- 
LEDGB,  froQi  North  Carolina,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

The  first  and  third  sections  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  the  evidences  of 
the  pubiic  debt,  in  payment  for  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to 
the  public  debt,  w^re  brought  op  engros^^ed.  '  The 
saidT  engrossed  sections,  together  with  the  bill, 
were  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  residing  on  and  near  the  river 
Potomac,  whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed, 
were  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying 
that  Congress  may  reject  every  application  for 
leave  to  tmild  a  biridge  across  theaaid  river.— 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lbib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolmioB  respecting  compensation  to 
certain  officers  of  the  House  made  a  report  there- 
on of  an  amendatory  resolution ;  which  was  read, 
aad  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  0eoat9  have  pasae4  a  biH,  entitled  **Aq 
act  making  a  furtb^et  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  Library  i^  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fourth  section  of  an  act,  en- 
titled *An  act  to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the 
French  inhabitants  of  (xailiopolis,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned;''  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  pi  this  House. 

BRIDGE  ACROSS  THE  POTOMAC. 

Mr.  Lbib  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  a  select  committee  in  favor  of  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  tbe  Potomac. 

Mr.  Leib  said  his  reason  for  this  motion  was 
to  disengage  tbe  House  from  tbe  tedious  discus- 
sion of  a  local  and  comparatively  tmimportant 
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questioiij  that  the  House  might  immediately  take 
up  business  of  pressing  and  natiooal  importance^ 
called  for  by  the  great  interests  and  anxiety  of  the 
people,  and  the  interesting  crisis  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Lewis  opposed  the  motion.  He  considered 
the  subject  as  of  considerable  importance  even  in 
a  national  point  of  view ;  and  he  trusted  that,  as 
80  much  time  had  been  already  consumed,  and 
the  stagrx)f  the  discussion  promised  so  n^r  b  ter- 
mination, the  House  would  not  postpone  a  de* 
cision  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Yak  Cortlanot  advocated  the  motion,  on 
similar  pounds  with  those  urged  by  Mr.  Leir, 
and  particularly  under  the  impression  that  the 
state  of  public  afiairs  loudly  called  for  effectual 
measures  fbr  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to — yeas  47,  nays  58. 

Mr.  Van  Cortlaiodt,  with  the  view  of  main- 
taining order,  and  expediting  the  public  business, 
offered  certain  resolutions  amendatory  of  the  rules 
of  the  House. 

The  first  of  these  amendments  prohibited  a 
member  from  reading  in  the  House  any  book  or 
printed  paper,  or  writing  any  letters ;  th6  second 
prohibits  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  from  keeping  ot 
stating  the  accounts  of  the  members,  or  giving 
receipts  in  the  House,, and  prohibits  the  Doorkeep- 
ers from  coming  on  the  floor  to  call  out  members. 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gregg  said  he  had  had  the  honor  two  days 
since  of  laying  on^  the  table  a  resolution  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  British  goods  until  ar<> 
htng]^ments  should  be  entered  into  to  render  the 
continuance  of  this  prohibition  unnecessary.  Mr. 
G.  Faid  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  Was  proper  at 
the  same  time  to  adopt  a  permanent  system  of 
commercial  regulations  calculated  to  meet  the 
measures  of  foreign  Powers.  To  throw  light  on 
this  subject,  Mr.  Grggq  moved  that  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  foreign  Powers, 
made  in  the  year  1791,  should  be  printed.  This 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HoLKjiND  moved  to  postpone  till  lh6  first 
Monday  of  March  the  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  the  Potpmac  bridge.  Motion  lost— yeas  45^ 
nays  74. 

BRIBGE  ACROSS  THE  POTOMAC. 

The  House  then  affaia  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Wiiole  on  the  resolution  in 
fitTor  of  aathonzing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across 
the  Potomac. 

Mr.  Lbwi0^— Mr.Chairmhn:  Two  days  have 
already  been  employed  in  discussing  the  propriety 
of  ereecing  a  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  to 
facilitate  and.  shorten  the  intercourse  between  the 
Eastern  and  Western  States  of.  the  Union.  Be- 
fore the  question  is  taken,  I  am  desirous  of  as- 
aigninfr  some  of  the  reasons  which  will  influence 
my  vote.  I  promise  the  Committee,  however,  that 
my  observations  shall  be  as  short  as  the  nature  of 
the  subject  will  permit*  The  very  able  support 
gnren  to  the  resolution  upon  your  table,  by  the 
honorable  chairman .  of  the  eommittee  who  re- 
ported it,  aided  by  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr. 
9th  Con.— 14 


Clark  0  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Elmer,)  and  an  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ely,^  will  con- 
siderablv  abridge  the  observations  wnich  other- 
wise I  should  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  make. 
It  is  my  wish,  sir,  to  give  this  suoject  a  fair,  can- 
did,  and  impartial  investigation ;  and  if  it  shall 
appear  that  all  the  numerous  evils  will  result  from 
its  adoption,  which  the  people  of  Georgetown 
seem  to  suppose,  I  will  ^  the  last  man  on  this 
floor  to  sanction  its  passage ;  but  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  their  objections  are  chimerical,  and  have 
emanated  from  an  unfounded  jealousy  of  their 
neighbors,  I  shall  ^ive  to  this  measure  my  most 
decided  and  unequivocal  approbation,  and  m  this 
determination  I  trust  I  shall  be  aided  by  a  large 
m^ority  of  the  committee. 

There  is  but  One  point'  tp  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion* the  attention  of  this  'Committee  ought  to  be 
directed:  Will  the  erection  of  the  contemplated 
bridge  injure  the  navigation  of  the  river  Poto- 
mac? This  is  the  only  question  npplicable  to 
the  subject,  and  the  only  pivot  upon  which  it 
onght  to  turn.  Let  os,  Mr.  Chairman^  examine 
the  objections  and- reasoning  of  the  anti-meraori- 
alists  upon  this  point.  They  say  in  their  memb- 
rial  that  ^tbev  consider  their  natural  and  ^liti- 
'  cal  rights  will  be  infringed  by  the  adoption  of 
'  this  measurcj  as  the  navigation  of  the  river  will 
'  be  injured  and  obstructed  thereby;  that  from 
'  the  meeting  of  the  stream  and  tide-water,  at 
'the  place  where  the  brid^  is  contemplated,,  a 
^  tendency  will  be  produced  m  the  impeded  stream- 
'  water  to  deposit  the  earthy  particles  with  which 
^  it  is  charged  in  time  of  freshes,  and  by  which 
'they  apprehend  the  present,  entire,  main  and 
'  deep  cnannel  may  be  divided  into  many  small 
*^nd  narrow  passa^s,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
'  navigation."  This,  sir,  is  the'bare  assertion  of 
the  counter-memorialists ;  they  have  not  deigned 
to  state  one  single  fhct,  or  addaca.  the  smallest 
proof  in  support  of  a  result  which  they  have 
taken  for  granted  will  be  inevitable.  Although 
the  proof  rests  upon  the  opponents  to  this  meas- 
ure, and  not  upon  its  friends,  yet  I  am  willing  and 
prepared  to  prove,  bv  the  best  evidence  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  will  admit,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  Potomac  instead  a(  being  injured  wiU  be 
ffreatly  benefitted  by  the  erection  of  this  bridge. 
Sir^  the  evidence  I  shall  offer  is  drawn  from  ex- 
perience. It  is  known  that  in  Europe  as  well  as 
in  this  country,  piers  have  been  sun k  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  dee|»eninff  the  channel  and  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  rivers,  and  if  this  ex- 
periment has  tueceeded  in  all  other  countries 
and  rivers,  snrely  it  will  not  fail  in  the  Potomac. 
It  Is  not  to  be  believed  that  the  Potomac  is  un- 
like every  other  river  in  the  world.  But,  sir,  if 
we  had  not  the  aid  of  experience  before  n^  com- 
mon sense  and  common  reason  would  revolt  at 
the  idea  of  injuring  the  navigation  in  the  man- 
ner stilted  by  the  counter-meAiorialistfl.  If  you 
oblige  vessels  of  ail  descriptions  to  pass  through 
your  draw  and  of  course  pursue  the  same  chan- 
nel, will  it  not  have  a  tendency  to  deepen  and 
clean  the  channel,  by  aghatiog  the  lietfiment 


419 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


420 


H.  OF  R. 


Bridge  aero$a  the  Potomac  River. 


January,  1806* 


which  may  have  settled  there,  and  which  will  by 
that  meaDs  be  swept  away  bv  the  current?  aad 
instead  of  a  number  of  small  channels^  will  it 
Aot  hare  the  opposite  e£Gect  of  improv^ioff  -and 
deepenine  the  only  main  channel?  Surely  this 
must  be  the  effect.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  whilst  I 
am  unwilling  to  beiiere  that  the  erection  of  this 
bridfpe  can  m  any  manner  whatever  injure  the 
iMiTif^tion  of  the  Potomac ;  yet  I  will  candidly 
admit  that  the  vessels  pas^in^  to  and  from  Georig^e- 
town  will  experience  some  little  inconvenience  at 
the  draw ;  but  that  inconvenience  will  be  so  very 
triflinff  that  it  will  be  entirely  lost  in  a  comparison 
with  the  ^r«at  ffeneral  good  which  will  result  to  the 
community.  Having  proved,  as  I  trust,  satisfac- 
torily, that  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  cannot 
possibly  be  injured  by  theadoption  of  this  measure, 
let  us  aow  examine  the  inconvenience  to  which 
resseb  passing  the  di^w  will  be  subjected,  for 
this  appears  now  to  be  the  only  remaining  ground 
of  inv€sti^tion.  We  have  been  told  hy  gentle^ 
men-on  this  floor  well  acquainted  with  the  Dujld- 
ing  of  bridges  and  of  their  effects,  that  little  or 
mo  detention  is  experienced  in  passing  the  draws. 
That  it  frequently  happens  that  vessels  pass 
throuffh  without  lowering  a  sail  or  being  detamed 
a  single  instant  when  they  have  a  fair  wipd,  and 
that  at  no  time  is  it  necessary  to  detain  them 
longer  than  from  five  to  fifteen  minutes.  If  this 
infonnation  is  correct,  (and  we  cannot  possibly 
doubt  it,)  where,  let  me  ask,  is  the  very  great  in- 
jury to  the  very  few  vessels  that  will  have  to  pass 
this  draw?  When  I  say  very  few,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  have  reference  to  the  statement  made  the 
other  day  by  my  honorable  colleague,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  whose  report  is  now  the 
anbject  of  discussion.  He  then  told  us  that  his 
statement  was  taken  from  absolute  entries  made 
at  the  collector's  office  at  Georgetown  for  the  last 
seven  years,  and  in  that  -time  only  twenty-one 
8hipa,«ix  brigs^  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  schoon- 
ers, %nd  fi/ty*two  sloops  had  been  entered  there, 
making  in  the  whole  two  hundred  and  eleven 
Teasels  of  all  descriptions.  My  colleague  at  thai 
time  omitted  to  mention,  or  was  not  apprized  of 
the  fact,  that  of  the  vessels  entered  at  George- 
town, a  very  considerable  proportion  never  went 
there,  but  were  destined  for,  and  actually  load- 
ed at  the  Eastern  Branch.  It  is  very  well 
known  that  wkhiD  the.  last  aeveb  years  a  num- 
ber of  large  vessels  were  loaded  at  the  Eastern 
Braiich  by  Mr.  Barry  alone,  who  was  at  that 
time  engaged  in  making  large  shipments  of  flour 
and  biscuit  to  the  West  Indies ;  yet  all  these  ve^^ 
seh^  as  well  as  a  great  number  employed  in  re- 
moving from  Philadelphia  the  furniture  of  Con« 
gress,  of  the  President,  and  of  the  public  officers, 
together  with  those  employed  in  bringing  stores, 
dbc.  /or  the  navy  yard  on  the  Eastern  Branch, 
were  all  entered  at  Georgetown,  that  being  the 
oolyport  of  entry  for  Georgetown  and  the  City 
of  Washington,  thereby  giving  to  Georgetown  aCi 
appearance  of  commerce  which  she  is  not  really 
entitled  to.  I  have  ascertained  that  soque  years  I 
ago  several  foreign  vessels  resorted  to  the  port  of 
Omgetown  to  earry  away  the  tokioeo  of  that  I 


town  and  Bladensburg,  and  that  the  ships  used  to 
lay  in  the  Eastern  Branch  to  obtain  their  cargo 
from  both  places.  That  this  trade  has  declined 
cannot  be  denied,  for  it  is  an  incontrovertible  fact 
that  the  only  ship  destined  for  Georgetown  last 
year,  called  tne  William  Mordock,  Captain  Tom, 
was  loaded  at  Barry's  wharf,  on  the  Eastern 
Branch,  because  there  was  not  sufficient  water 
over  the  bar  below  Georgetown  to  admit  her  pas- 
sage to  and  from  that  place.  Now,  sir,  from  the 
whole  number  of  vessels  of  all  descriptions  en- 
tered at  Georgetown  for  the  last  seven  years,  we 
may  fairly  deduct  one-fourth  for  those  which 
never  w^nt  there;  there  will  then  remain  158  as 
having  actually  passed  up  the  river  to  that  place 
during  that  time;  which,  divided  by  seven,  will 
be.  something  less  than  twenty-three  vessels  in 
each  year,  and  not  quite  one  for  each  fortnight. 
Thus,  then,  sir,  this  mighty  obstacle— these  great 
delays  by  a  drawbridge-*«fter  investigation  be- 
come very  inconsiderable.  Indeed  the  first  is 
proven  to  be  nothing,  and  the  last  too  trifling  to 
deserve 'serious  consideration.  Bti^t,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  order  to  remove  .every  objection,  or  even 
doubt,  which  can  possibly  exist  with  apy  part  of 
the  Committee,  I  am  willing  to  insert  a  clause  in 
the  bill  oblising  the  Bridge  Company  to  compen- 
sate for  any  loss  by  detention  at  the  draw. 

I  have,  endeavored  to  show  th^t  the  erection  of 
this  bridge  cannot  injure  the  navigation  of  the 
fiver,  nor  subject  to  much  inconvenience  the  very 
few  vessels  which  may  pass  it.  It  is  now  proper 
that  I  should  sta.tethe  advantages  which  will  re- 
sult to  the  community  at  large  from  m  erection. 
It  is  hardly  necessary.  I  presume,  sir,  to  sute  the 
difference  in  despatch,  in  safety,  and  in  comfort, 
between  a  bridge  and  ferry,  even  where  the  dis- 
tance is  the  same;  but  when  a  saving  of  nearly 
one-half  the  distance  is  effected  in  favor  of  the 
bridge,  the  advanuges  are  too  obvious  to  be  re- 
sisted. From  a  calculation  made  by  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Thomfsow)  the  other  day,  the  pub- 
lic will  save,  (agreeably  to  a  statement  of  ex- 
pense furnished  from  the  General  Post  Office  De- 
partment,) in  carrying  the  mail  alone,  between 
Bve  and  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  in 
the  mileage  of  the*  members  of  Congress,  south 
of  the  Potomac,  about  the  same  sum.  This  is 
certainly  no  great  consideration  with  the  €k)vern- 
ment,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  vitWt  but  at  the 
same  time  it  ought  not  to  be  entirely  overlooked. 
It  i%  worth  saving.  We  ought  not  to  forget  the 
admonition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  NsLsoif.)  the  other  day,  upon  the  subject  of 
economy.  He  then  told  us  what  his  giandfatber, 
an  ol4  Scotchman,  once  told  him:  ''  That  many 
mickles  would  make  a  muckle— take  care  of  the 
pence,  and  the  pounds  would  take  care  of  them- 
selves." I  agree  perfectly  with  that  gentleman's 
grandfather,  in  this*  particular  at  least,  and  think 
we  ought  not  tof  waste  the  public  money  becaiiise 
the  sum  may  appear  trifling. 
^  The  saving  to  travellers  of  every  description 
will  be  incalculably  great.  Those  who  travel  in 
the  public  stage  or  other  hired  carrjagea  will  save 
(at  the  rate  of  auge  fare  fram  Georgetown  to 
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Alexandria)  at  least  peveoty-fire  cents  ^oiag  aod 
the  same  returniDg,  makiog  a  4«llar  and  a  half 
for  each  passenger  per  day.  Every  description  of 
travel  from  New  Hampehire  to  Georgia  will  save 
in  an  equal  proportion ;  bqt  the  saving  of  money 
bears  no  proportion  to  the  saving  of  time.  The 
popntation  of  the  District' is  increasing  very  fast, 
and  shall  the  eastern  i^nd  western  parts  or  it  be 
for  ever  divided  by  an  obstacle  so  easily  surmount* 
ed?  Shall  the  Pdtomac  be  an  eternal  barrier  to 
their  intercourse,  when  a  bridge  ckn  be  so  easily 
thrown  across  it  ?  and  at  the  en^pense  of  a  com- 
pany^ too,  who^laskoo  aid  from  the  Qovern- 
ment  And  wilryou  force,  not  only  the  inhabir 
taots  of  the  District^  but  near  &ve  oiillioos  of  your 
citizeaa  to  the  south  and  ncfrth  of  the  Potopac, 
who  tnay  occasionally  wish  to  travel  in  different 
direetions  to  the  seat  of  Government,  to  go  the 
«ircuitous  route  of  Georgetowa,  over  a  ferry,  at 
sometimes  impassable,  and  at  all  times  disagreea- 
ble, and  a  road,  too,  extremely  bad  indeed,  when 
the^  eaa  pass  with  great  comfort,  safety,  and  ex: 
neduion,  a  good  bridge  and  aA  even  paved  road  at 
least  fonr  or  six-  miles  nearer  ?  Is  tnis  city  never 
to  increased  Is  it  forever  to  be  excluded. from  a 
coramunioatlon  with  the  Virginia  shore  but  by  a 
lercy  ?  Are  the  mails  and  stages,  always  to  be 
delayed  by  a  fei;ry  ?  Are  the  cidzeas  of  every 
description. ^ways  to  beaeveredj  except  by  a  cir- 
cuitous rQi»Ce  and  dangerous  ferry  ?  I  trust  not. 
It  is  impoasible.  A  bridge  must  and  will  be  built, 
at  apme  time  or  other,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done 
the  better.  The  people  will  not  remam  longer 
unconnected,  and  be  silent  ^the  public  voice  de- 
maads  it  at  our  hands,  the  public  good  requires 
it,  aad  it^onght  to  be  done.  We  have  often  beard, 
even  upon  tais  floor,  the  Metropolis  of  the  Union 
aonapared  to  a  wiide^ness.  ^  Sir,  the  comparison 
is  not  altogether  unjust^  it  is  indeed  a  wilder- 
nesS)  and  I  am  sorry  for  it,bUt  I  trust  and  hope 
it  will  not  long  remain  so.  It  i»  time  t^at  the 
foateriqg  hand  of  the  Government  had  b<^n  ex- 
tended toits  improi^ementi  then  indeed  we  might 
hope  to  hear  no  more  expressions  of  discontent  af 
the  situation  and  accommodation  at  this  place, 
^ho  erection  of  a  bridge  would  open  to  the  city 
a  -very  abundant  and  cheap  market  at  Alexandria, 
by  which  the  inhabitants  of  thi^  place  cotild  be 
enabled  tolceepbetterand  cheaper  boarding-hQUses^ 
and  thereby  silence  at  least  one  of  the  obiec- 
Uons  to  the  continuance  of  Congress  here.  £hit 
we  are  called  upon  to  say  "^  where  is  there  a  cpm- 
mereial  town  above  a  bridge"?"  I  answer,  in  al- 
most every  direction)  both  in  this  country  and 
Ettfope,  I  am  told,  and  I  believci  ootrectly,.  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  city  of  London  is  above  its 
bridge,  although  it  has  no  draw.  In  almost  all 
the  States  north wai4  pf  this,  there  are  bridges  of 
this  description,  and  I  am  told  by  gentlemen  com- 
ing from  tnat  country,  and)  well  acquainted  with 
their  efiects,  that  no  serious  injury  has  .been  ex- 
perienced by  ^mmercial  towns  above  themynor 
has  the  property  fallen  in  value,  or  improvement 
been  checked  in  those  towns  by  the  erection  of 
their  bridges.  .  In  Massachusetts  alone  there  are 
8  great  many  Ridges  belpw  huge  and  flourishing 


towDS)  some  of  which  I  will  venture  to  say  have 
ten  times  the  commercial  importance  pf  George- 
town. Roxbury,  Cambridge,  and  CharlestowUi 
in  Massachusetts,  have  bridges.  The.  flrst  two 
are  ports  of  delivery,  which  ts  the  best  evidence 
of  their  flourishing  situation.  There  are  also  in 
Massaabusetts  two  other  bridges,  Chelsea  and 
Maiden,  through  both  of  which  you  must  pass  /to 
get  ^o  Medford,  a  town  of  considerable  commer- 
cial importance,  and  we  have  been  told  that  prop- 
erty above  these  bridges  has  e|:perienced  no  dim- 
inution in  value  in  consequence  of  their  erection. 
But  why  heed  we  travel  to  Europe,  and  to  the 
nortb  ward  for  examples  ?  We  have  almost  with- 
in our  view  several  drawbridges,  through  which 
vessels  pass  to  commercial  towns  above  them, 
and  yet  I  have  never  heard  any  inconvenience 
complained  of.  There  is  one  over  the  Eastern 
Branch  within  this  District,  and  another  on  Oc- 
xoquan,  at  a  small  town  called  Colchester,  in  Vir- 
ginia. Although  the  commerce  above  the  first  is 
now  very  inconsiderable,  yet  there  was  a  time 
within  iny  recollection  when  more  vessels  were 
loaded  upon  the  Eastern  Hrancb  than  at  George- 
town at  this  time.  Above  the  latter  bridge  at 
Colchester,  and  at  the  head  of  the  navigation,  is 
a  little  town  called  Occoquan,  in  a  state  of  rapid 
improvement.  There  are  in  it  two  or  three  very 
large  manufacturing  mills,  and  several  stores, and 
belon*ging  to  it  several  vessels.  This  little  town 
has  started  into  consequence  since  the  erection  of 
the  bridge  below  it,  whilst  Colchester,  a  place  of 
ancient  standing,  and  below  the  bridge,  too,  has 
dwindled  into  nothing.  There  is  not  belonging 
to  it  a  single  vessel  nor  in  it  a  single  store.  This 
is  a  case  precisely  in  point.  Colchester,  a  place 
of  ancient  establishment,  and  below  the  bridge, 
too,  has  sunk  into  nothing ;  whilst  the  town  of 
Occoquan,  only  two  miles  above  it,  is  progressing 
rapidly  to  a  state  of  commercial  importance. 
T'hus  it  is  plainly  proven  that  badges  have  not 
the  injurious  eifects  upon  commerce  above  them, 
which  the  people  of  Georgetown  would  wish  us 
to  belieye.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  to  these  littk  artrfl- 
cial  causes  that  commercial  towns  owe  their  rise 
or  &H,  but  to  enterprise  and- capital. 

We  have  been  told  by  the  counter-fflemorial- 
ists,  and  it  has  been  reiterated  here,  ^  that  natu- 
ral advantages  ought  not  to  be  injured  by  artifl- 
cial  means."  Upon  tbis  sul^ject,  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  people  of  Georgetown  ought  to  .have  been 
silent ;  they  are  not  aware  of  a  retort  which  tl^is 
objection  will  force  upon  them.  Wifi  they  rec- 
ollect, sir,  that  to  artificial  oceans,  alone  they  Are 
indebted  for  the  greatest  part  pf  their  commercef 
Will  they  r^ecoUect  that  from  artificial  means 
alone  the  towns  of  Baltimore  and  Alexandria 
have  been  deprived  of  their  natural  advantages 
to  the  exclusive  beoefit  of  Georgetown?  Do 
they  not  know  that  the  improvement  of  the  Po- 
tomac above  them  has  diverted  from  its  natural 
course  a  cotnmerce  which  belonged  to  others  aod 
which  now  enriches  them  7  And  will  they  per- 
mit meto  remind  them  that  even  to  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  they  owe  no  inconsiderable  share  of 
theic  cominerce  ?    Yes,  sir,  I  will  remind  the  peo* 
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pie  of  Georgetown  of  advantages  from  artificial 
means  which  they  ought  not  to  have  forgotten, 
because  to  them,  in  a  great  measure,  they  owe 
their  present  commercial  standing.  The  bridge 
below  the  Little  Falls,  and  at  the  head  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Potomac,  has  given  to  George- 
town a  considerable  quantity  of  produee  from 
Virginia  which  must  otherwise  have  ^one  to  Al- 
exandria. I  am  very  far  from  objecting  to  the 
means  by  which  the  importance  of  Greorgetown 
has  been  acquired.  I  was  pleased  with  the  erect- 
ion of  a  bridge  at  the  Little  Falls,  because  it  was 
a  convenience  generally,  and  particularly  so  to 
that  part  of  the  country  from  which  I  come,  and 
from  the  same  principle  I  should  be  fflad  to  see  a 
number  of  other  bridges  erected,  both  above  and 
below  the  Falls.  I  have  always  thought  and  still 
think  there  ought  to  be  a  bridge  at  Georgetown, 
and  if  the  people  of  that  place  are  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  will  propose  it,  I  will  promise  to  vote 
for  it.    Is  it  necessary  already  to  remind  the  peo- 

Sle  of  Georgetown  that  for  their  exclusive  bene- 
t  one  arm  of  the  river  Potomac  has  been  entire- 
ly closed,  by  authorizing  a  dam  from  Mason's 
Island  to  the  Virginia  shore,  which  gives  to  them, 
in  some  measure,  a  monopoly  of  the  flour  whicH 
comes  down  the  Potomac  ?  and  are  we  now  to  be 
told  by  the  same  people  that  we  possess  no  Con- 
stitutional right  to  authorize  a  bridge  acrpss  the 
Potomac  for  the  public  good,  even  with  a  free 
passa^  to  vessels  of  all  descriptions,  and  that 
even  if  we  possess  the  right,  it  would  be  a  wan- 
ton and  cruel  exercise  of  it?  The  (erection  of 
the  dam  will  certainly  prevent  flour  boats  from 
going  to  Alexandria  at  particular  seasons  of  the 
year,  when  high  winds  are  frequent,  as  they  will 
be  obliged  to  go  a  considerable  distance  round 
Mason's  Island,  exposed  to  a  wide  and  unprotect- 
ed sheet  of  water,  which  will  subject  tbem  to 
considerable  danger,  even  when  the  wind  is  mod- 
crate  ;  but  before  the  erection  of  this  dam,  the 
boats  could  go  down  to  Alexandria  at  almost  any 
season,  and  with  almost  any  wind,  as  they  could; 
and  did,  always  keep  close  to  the  Virginia  shore, 
uikd  covered  by  its  banks  were  perfectly  secure. 
This  measure,  as  well  as  the  erection  of  the 
bridge  at  the  Falls,  was  evidently  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  Alexandria.  -  Yet,  sir.  had  we  any 
complaints  from  that  quarter?  .Were  our  rights 
guestioned  by  them,  and  our  motives  censured  ? 
Were  we  told  by  them  that  "no  place  should  cal- 
culate on  artificial  advantages,  which  cannot  be 
afforded  without  depriving  other  places  of  their 
natural  advantages?"  No,  sir.  they  were  silent; 
not  even  a  murmur  escaped  them ;  they  had  no 
wish  to  deprive  their  neighbors  of  any  advanta- 
ges they  could  derive  from  "  artificial  means,"  al- 
though their  interests  shonld  in.  some^ measure  be 
affected  by  it ;  they  felt  none  of  those  jealousies 
which  appear  now  to  influence  their  neighbors. 
It  is  well  known  that  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 

Sess  I  was'in  favor  of  the  causeway  from  Mason's 
land  to  the  Virginia  shore.  I  did  not  believe  at 
that  time  it  could  do  any  injury  to  the  public, 
and  as  the  people  of  Georgetown  supposed  it 
would  benefit  them  by  reclaiming  a  channel  con-  i 


siderably  injured  by  natural  causes,  I  could  have 
no  reasonable  objection  to  the  experiment,  and  of 
course  gave  to  it  my  support.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
have  how  examined  such  parts  of  this  subject  as 
have  not  been  generally  adverted  to  by  those  who 
have  preceded  me ;  I  must  now  be  permitted  to 
answer  some  observations  which  have  fallen  from 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  question* 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Nelson)  has  made  one  point  of  objection  to  t&ts 
measure,  wbich  I  had  not  expected  from  any 
quarter,  and  particularly  from  himself.  We  are 
now  told  by  that  gentleman  thifwe  have  no  Con- 
stitutional right  to  authorize  tie  erection  of  this 
bridge;  that  we  are  forbidden  by  the  compact 
between  Virginia  and  Maryland.  I  do  not  mean, 
at  this  time,  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  this 
objection  ;I  consider  it  as  having  been  completely 
refuted  and  settled  by  a  vote  of  this  House,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  oh  the  subject  of  the 
causeway  from  Mason's  island  to  the  Virginia 
shore ;  and  I  am  unwilling  to  trespass  unnecessa- 
r^y  upon  the  patience  of  the  Committee.  But  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  how  it 
has  happened  that  be  who,  at  the  last  session,  so 
ably  vindicated  the  Constitutional  right  of  Con* 
gress  to  build  a  causeway  (which  is  a  complete 
obstruction)  should  now  deny  that  ri^ht  in  the 
case  of  a  bridge,  which  is  no  obstruction  at  all, 
and  whieb  will  be  of  great  public  utility?  The 
gentleman  has,  however,  acknowledged  nis  error, 
confessed  his  sin,  and  asks  forgiveness,  and  he 
ought  to  receive  it.  But  we  are  again  told  by  the 
ffentleman  from  Maryland  ''that  the  petitiohs 
^upon  this  subject  are;  old  petitions,  presented  two 

*  or  three  years  ago ;  that  he  had  no  idea  that  such 

*  a  measure  Would  be  acted  upon,  and  that  he  was 

*  taken  by  surprise."  That  the  petitions  are  old 
cannot  be  deniedj  but  that  the  gentleman  should 
be  taken  by  surprise  is  really  astonishing.  Sir,  it 
was  unnecessary  to  have  new  petitions;  the  gen- 
tleman ought  to  recollect  that,  at  the  first  session 
of  the  last  Congress,  the  select  committee  to 
whom  this  subject  was  referred,  made  a  report  in 
its  favor,  which,  for  want  of  time,  was  not  acted 
upon  during  the  Session ;  thatj  at  the  last  session, 
it  was  revived,  and  the  committee  again  reported 
in' its  favor;  but,  frOm  the  pressure  of  important 
business,  it  was  not  acted  upon.  It  has  now  been 
called  up,  as  part  of  the  unnnished  business  of  the 
last  session,  and  referred  to  another  committee, 
who.  after  a  consideration  of  six  or  seven  weeks, 
have  again  reported  in  its  favor.  Can  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  now  say  he  has  been  taken 
by  iiQrprise?  Certaioly  not  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  from  the  commencement  of  this 
business,  and  ought  to  have  known  its  progress ; 
every  committee  to  whom  this  subject  has  hith- 
erto been  referre<f  has  uniformly  reported  in  its 
favor,  and,  I  believe,  it  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  the  Speaker  of  this  House  to  appoint  a 
committee  indiscriminately  who  would  not  make 
the  same  report.  But,  says  the  gentleman  again, 
^  Congress  may  legislate  over  a  part  of  the  roto- 
'  mac,  they  may  build  a  causeway,  but  they  have 
'  no  right  to  build  a  bridge  entirely  across  the 
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*  riYcr."  This  'is  cerlaioly  rery  extraordinary 
doctrine;  if  we  have  a  right  to  a  part  we  cei^ 
tainly  have  a  right  to  the  whole  of  the  Potomac, 
withm  the  District  of  Columbia.  An  hdnorable 
{^ntleman  from  Gteor^ft,  TMr.  Early.^  also  ob- ' 
jects  to  our  right  to  legislate  upon  this  subject ; 
*'becausej"  says  the  gentleman,  ^^by  the  compact 

*  between  Virginia  and  M&ryland^  neither  State 

*  has  a  right  to  obstrtict  the  navigation  of  the  Po^ 
'  tomac,  and  the  erection  of  a  bridge,  even  with  a 
'  "draw,  will  be  such  an  obstruction  as  is  prohibit- 
'  ed  b^  that  compact ;"  and,  to  give  us  the  true 
defibition  of  the  word  *'  obstruct*^  he  has  farored 
us  with  Johnson's  Dictionary  as  an  authority, 
which  is  conclvisire  with  him,  '^because  it  is  the 
plain,  good  old  English  definition,"  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman.  Ih  the  gentleman's 
Dictionary,  it  is  found  that  *^  obstruct*'  means  to 
hinder,  im|>ede,  &c.  ]  and,  he  has  tridmphantly 
asked^  if  this  bridge  w51  not  hinder  and  impede  ? 
And  if  so,  whether  it  will  not  obstruct?  I  wilJ, 
in  my  turn,  ask  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
whether  Congress  has  not  a  ri^ht  to  establish 
quarantine  regulations  within  the  District^  and  to 
hinder  vessels  from  proceeding  for  acertam  num- 
ber of  dayk?  Aqd  whether  they  have  hot  a  right, 
if  an  enemy's  squadron  was  approaching  their 
capital,  to  prevent  their  approach,  by  throwing 
across  the  channel  a  chevaux-de-frise  or  any  other 
obfltruction^  they  might  think  proper,  for  the  pub- 
lic safety  1  Sorely  this  right  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned ;  and  yet,  by  the  gentleman's  aathoritv^his 
good  old  English  authority,  it  would  be  a  nind« 
ranee,  an  -impediment ;  and,  of  course,  such,  an 
obstruction  as  is  nrohibited  by  the  compact.  fi|ut, 
in  what  light  is  this  sobject  viewed  by  the  State 
of  Maryland  1  Has  she  conceived  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  as  violating  the  com- 
pact? I  believe  not,  sir.  We  find  that  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  State  paseed  a  law  in  the  year 
1791,  previous  to  the  assumption  of  jurisdiction 
of  the  territory  by  the  United  States^uthorizing 
the  ereetion  of  a  niidge  at  or  near  Georgetown. 
As  the  river  Potomac  is  navigable  for  soma  dis- 
tance above  Georgetown,  we  must  consider  the 
passage  of  this  law  as  expressive  of  an  opinion  of 
the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  that  the  ereetion  of 
a  bridge  below  the  head  of  tide  waten  is  not  such 
an  obstruction  or  injury  as  is  prohioited  by  the 
articles  of  compact  t;^tween  the  two  States.  By 
this  Jaw  a  bridge  is  authorized  as  well  below  as 
aboTO  Georgetown.  Indeed,  it  might  have  been 
built  at  the  very  place  where  the  present  bridge 
is  contemplatea. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylyiuiiii 
{Mr.  Findlbt)  also  denies  the  ritjht  of  Congress 
to  legislate  on  this  subject  but  y^t  he  admits  the 
right  to  improve.  Shall  we  attempt  to  improve 
that  to  which  we  have  no  right?  Certainly  not. 
He  has  also  attempted  to  cast  an  indirect  censure 
on  the  committee,,  by  insinuating  that,  as  thia  re- 
port differs  from  a  spurious  stati^ment,  just  laid 
upon  your  table,  they  were  influenced  by  improp- 
er considerations.  >  How  extremely  unjust  is  this 
imf>tttation  I  The  select  committee  to  whom  thb 
subject  has  been  referred^  have  deh&yed  their  re- 


port for  several  weeks,  that  they  might  be  enabled 
to  procure  all  the  informa^on  upon  which  to 
form  a  correct  and  impartial  decision.  Their  sit* 
tings  were  public  and  open  to  all  parties,  and  they 
formed  their  opinion  from  documents  alone,  sub- 
mitted to.them.  If  the  opponents  of  this  measure 
had  intended  to  act  fairly,  they  would  have  at- 
tended the  committee,  apd  submitted  to  them 
their  objections  and  statements,  and  if  there  had 
appeared  contradictions  as.  to  fact,  it  would  have 
been  the  duty  of  the  committee,  before  they  re- 
ported, to  have  investigated  the  subject,  and  to 
have  ascertained  the  truth.  But  this  course,  it 
seems,  they  did  not  think  pjroper  to  pursue;  they' 
were  afraid  of  investigation.  And  they  have 
delayed  their  statements  until  the  subject  is 
already  under  discussion,  when  it  is  impossible  to 
contradict  it  b^  investigation.  I  will  say  nothing 
of  the  impropriety  of  this  mode  of  proceeding,  or 
of  the  inaecency  of  the  statement,  out  will  only 
notice  the  difference  in  distance  in  a  survey  said 
to  be  a  correct  one,  which  was  furnished  the  com- 
mittee three  years  ago,  and  by  which  they  have 
been  governed  ;  and,  by  a  survey  recently  made 
and  ^secretly  circulated  among  the  members  of 
this  House  only  since  the  discussion  of  this  qum- 
tion.  By  the  first  survey,  (the  correctness  of 
which  has  never  been  contradicted,)  there  appear^ 
ed  to  the  committee  to  be  a  saving  of  five  miles 
and  seven-eighths  between  the  Gkor^etown  route 
and  the  bridge  ronte  to  Alexandria,  firom  the 
Capitol.  But,  it  is  said,  by  this  new  and  illegiti- 
mate survey,  which  has  found  its  way  into  this 
House  at  a  very  unseasonable  time,  and  under 
circumstances  ot  extreme  suspicion,  that  the  dif- 
ference in  the  two  routes  is  a  mere  nothing,  about 
a  mile,  or,  perhaps,  a  little  more.  I  will  not  vouch 
for  the  accuracy  of  the  first  survey ;  it  is  possible 
there  may  be  some  little  mistake  in  calculation, 
but  I  will  vouch  for  the  integrity  of  the  gentleman 
who  made  it.  I  have  lon^  known  him,  and  an 
Eonester  man  does  not  exist  Bat  can  the  com- 
mittee hpsitate  in  their  opinion  of  the  relative 
correctness  of  the  two  surveys  under  all  circum- 
stances ?  If  it  be  possible,  I  beg  them  to  cast 
their  eyes  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,  which  is 
due  south  from  the  Capitol,  and  then  to  George- 
town and  over  the  ferry,  which  is  about  three- 
and-a-half  miles  in  a  northwestern  direction,  and 
they  will  find  ihat  the  original  survey  cannot  be 
incorrect. 

But  there  is  another  circumstance  which  proves 
indisputably  the  correctness  of  the  first  survey. 
General  Mason,  who  is  certainly  more  interested 
in  opposing  the  erection  of  this  bridge  than  any 
other  person,  appeared  before  a  former  committee 
upon  this  subject  to  state  his  objections  to  it,  and 
I  nave  been  told  by  a  member  of  that  committee 
that  he, made  no  objection  to  the  correctness  of  the 
survey.  But.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  be  possible  to 
doubt,  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  two  surveys,  I 
beg  the  Coptimittee  to  afibrd  time  for  ascertaining^ 
the  truth  by  voting  for  the  present  resolution,  and 
enable*  us  to  bring  in  a  bill,  before  the  discussion 
of  which  an  opportunity  may  be  fi[iven  of  resur- 
veyiog  the  ditterent  routesi  and  which  will  enaUe. 
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u*  to  vote  uoderstaodiogly  upon  (he  subject  I 
will  DOW  answer  an  ioquiry  made  by  the  gentle* 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Fimdlst.)  It  is 
asked  what  is  meant  by  the  public  interest  ?  Is  it, 
says  the  gentleman^  Gheorgetown,  Alexandria,  or 
tke  City  of,  Washington  ?  I  answer,  no;  it  is 
neither.  I  feel  no  partiality  for  either  place;  as  a 
Representative  upon  this  floor,  I  know  them  not ; 
but  it  is  the  nation  at  large  whose  interest  it  is 
my  wish  to  promote  by  this  measure ;  and  it  is 
the  immediate  convenience  to  my  constituents 
which  I  am  desirous  to  facilitate  and  assist.  Sir, 
I  have  no  partiality  upon  this  occasion.  If  I  could 
be  influenced  by  personal,  feeling,  I  know  of.no 
place  which  has  a  fairer  claim  than  Georgetown, 
and  1  should  be  happy  of  an  opportunity  of  man-^ 
ifesting  it,  upon  any  proper  occasion.  For  its 
inhabitants  gener^ly  I  have  the  highest  respect, 
and  for  those  in  particular  with  whom  I  have  had 
Xhb  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance,  I  will  add,  par- 
tiality  and  friendship ;  but  cfonaideration^  of  this 
kind  most  yield  to  public  duty. 

We  are  assembJea  here  to  consult  and  protnote^ 
tke  general  good,  and  I  should  be  unfaithful  to' 
my  own  jijidsment  if  I  did  not  give  to  thia  meas- 
ure my  decided  support.  . 

Mr.  QrinNCT  supported ;  and  Messrs.  Dawboiv, 
G.  W*  Campbgli^  Maoruder,  Varnuii^  and 
MAaTBRB,  opposed  the  resoiutioo ;  when  the  ques- 
tion Was  taken,  and  the  resolution  carried — yeas 
60,  nays  51.  The  Committee  immediately  rose 
and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  resolution. 
The  House  took  the  report  into  consideration. 
On  concurring  in  the  resolution  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called ;  and  were — yeas  01,  nays  49— as  fol- 
loura: 

TsAS— Joseph  Barker.  Bnrweli  Basset,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Silas  Betton.  William  Butler,  Levi  Casev, 
Martin  Chittmiden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington, 
Jacob  Ctowninshield,  Ezra  Dari>y,  Eliaa  Earle,  Ebe- 
neaer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Gar- 
nalt,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  SUas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings, 
WilKam  Helms,  David  Hongh,  Walter  Jones,  James 
Kelly,  Thomss  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis*. 
j«ti-»  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  David 
Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie^  Thomss  Moore,  Jon- 
athan 0«  Moselv,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  Jo- 
s|ih  Quin<7,  Thomas  M.  Randol|ji,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  RuBseU,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  6.  Schoneman, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton, 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stinges,. Samuel  Taggart^ 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son. Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  KilUan  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and 
Thomas  Wynns. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 
Archer,  David  Bard,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
Jan.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Brysn, 
Qeorge  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
8amnel  W.  Dana,  JVhn  Davenport,  Jan.,  John  Dawson, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Gotds- 
bordhgh,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Chreen, 
Jbhn  Hamilton,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Patrick 
Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Jeremiah 
Monwwi  John  Morrow,  Jereaiidi  Nelson,  Roger  Nel* 


son,  Gideon  OUn,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Rea,  of 
Pennsylvana,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  8a^- 
ford,  James  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith, 
O'Brien  Smith,  Sanhiel  Smith,  Samuel  Tenney,  Joseph 
B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Marmadoke  Wil- 
liams. 

Ordered^  That  a  billj  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolution;  and  that 
Mr.  Thohpson,  of  Virqinia,  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Maryland.  Mr.  Lbwib,  Mr.  Maoruo£e,  and  Mr* 
BuTLBR,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Early  moved  that  wnen  the  House  ad- 
journ, they  adjouili  till  Monday. 

Mri  Crownikishielo  hoped  the  motion  would 
not  prevail;  but  that  the  House  would  proceed 
without  delay  to  the  great  niTtional  concerns  that 
demanded  their  attention. 

Messrs.  duiNCY,  N|:wton,  and  Early,  hoped 
that  the  motion  would  prevail ;  -that  time  might 
be  allowed  for  readiuff  tna  voluminous  documenta 
presented,  and  for  reflection  on  the  important  sub- 
ject expected  to  come  under  view  on  Monday — 
the  non-importation  with  Britain, 

The  yei^s  an4  nays  were,  then  taken  on  Mr. 
Early's  motion,  which  was  agreed  to— yeas  64, 
nays  54,  aud  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday^ 

Monday,  February  3. 

A  memorial  of  the  merehania  of  the  town  of 
Boston, Jn  the  Stale  of  Maasaehusetts,  was  vrie- 
sented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  that  mey 
have  witnessed,  with  mingled  feelings  of  indigna- 
tion towards  the  perpetrators^  and  of  commiaefa* 
tion  for  their  unfortunate  countrymen,  tl^e  insults 
and  barbarities  which  the  commerce  of  these 
States  has  sustained  from  the  cruisers  of  France 
and  Spain ;  but  that  it  is  their  object,  in  thie  pres- 
ent memorial,  to  confiae  their  animadversioaa  ta 
the  more  alarming,  because  mora  numerous  and 
extenstre  detentions  and  condernnntiona  of  Amcri* 
can  vessels,  by  Great  Briuin,  and  to  advert  to  the 
principles  recently  avowed  and  adopted  by  her 
courts,  relative  to  neutral  trade  in  articlea  of  coUk 
ntal  produce:  principles  which,  if  admitted,  or 
praciised  upon  in  all  the  lafiitude  whieh  may  fair^ 
ly  be  inferred  to  be  intended,  would  be  destructiTe 
of  the  navigation,  and  radically  impair  the  moat 
lucrative  commerce  of  our  country;  and  praying 
that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  by  negotiar 
tioD,  or  otherwiae,  in  the  wisdom  of  the  G(^em* 
ment,  aa  will  tend  to  disembarrass  our  commerce, 
assert  our  rights,  and  support  the  dignit^r  of  the 
United  States.«-Referred  to\tbe  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  petition  of  the  crew  of  the  late  frigate  Phil- 
adelphia, signed  by  Christopher  Simmons  for  hinH 
selfand  the  rest  of  the  said  crew,  was  presented 
tp  the  House  and  read,  piayia^  relief  in  consider* 
ation  of  present  distress,  occasioned  by  suffertnga 
sustained  while  in  captivity  at  Tripoli. — Referred 
to  Messrs.  Lbib,  QoLosBOBonoa,  and  Chai?dlbb» 

Mr.  Oasoa,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  F.  Mca* 
soniar,  praying  eitfanf  a  dottati<Nt  of  laad  or  aa 
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exlemion  of  the  usual  time  of  .payment  tlierefbr, 
to  aid  him  in  the  cultivation  of  the  irine.  The 
report  is  unfavorable^  not  only  to  the  prayer  t£ 
tfan  itidtridoal  ease,  bat  li|[ewise  to  the  principle 
on  which  it  is  founded. 

The  Honse  immediately  took  the  report  into 
considerattOD,  and  concarted  in  it  wttbout  di- 
yisioo, 

A  bill  was  received  fr6m  the  Senate,  making  a 
further  appropriation  for  the  support  or  a  library. 
The  bill  appropriates,  in  addition  to  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  a  former  appropriation,  the 
yearly  sum  of  $1,000  for  five  years,  to  be  applied 
under  the  direction  of  a  joint  committee  of  three 
members  of  the  Senate  and  three  members -of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  be  appoipted  every 
session.— Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
tOHEBorrow. 

A  hill  was  likewiee  received  from  the  Senate  tto 
repeal  in  pert  the  fourth  section  of  an  act  to  au* 
thoriaee  the  mnts  of  land  to  the  French  tnhabi* 
tanis  of  Galiiopolis.  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned.  This  Dill  repeals  so  much  of  th^^  act 
referred  to  a«  imposes  the  condition  of  actual  set* 
tlemeut. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Oa  motion  <^  Mr.  htOBj  the  House  went  intoa 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  making  extra  allowances  to  certain 
officers  of  the  House  for  extra  services  rendere'd 
during  the  last  session. 

The  resolution  authorizes  the  payment  of  $300 
to  the  Clerk,  fi^  to  W^Hi^n^  Lambert,  J6sias 
W.  King,  the  »ergeant-at-Arms,  the  Doork^per, 
and  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper,  each,  and  $50  to 
Elezius  Spaldinff  and  John  Philips,  each. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fmnt^fiT,  $100  were  alkrwed 
to  ^AMES  LAuaiB,  Chaplain. 

After  a  short  debate  the  resolution  was  agree! 
to— ayes  47,  noes  42. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  took 
up  their  report,  and  concurred  in  the  resolution  as 
aniended — yeas  60,  na^s  55. 

A  Message  wa8  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the 
Gk)verDor  of  South  Carolina^  stating  the  ..cession 
to  the  United  States  of  cerlam  sites  of  forts,  <Lc., 
on  certain  conditions. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  Message  was  likewise  received  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States^  laying  before  the  two 
Houses^  for  providing  the  means  c? fulfilling  them, 
six  Indian  treaties,  for  the  extinguishment  of  In- 
dian rightato  lands  within  the  United  States. 

The  President  stated  (hat  the  Senate  had  ad- 
vised the  ratification  of  these  treaties,  viz  2 

1.  Treaty  with  the  Wyandots,  &e.;'2.  With  the 
same,  &c.;  3.  With  the  Delawares;  4.  With  the 
Cbickasaws;  5.  With  the  Cherokees;  6.  With 
the  Creeks.— Referred  to  the  Committee  df  Ways 
and  Means. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Stanfobo,  the  House  re- 
solved ifself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  Circuit 
Court  for  the  district  of  North  Carolina. 

After  the  blaaks  were  fil^d,  Mr*  Macon  offered 


a  ne^ir  section  for  increasing  the  salary  of  the  dis^ 
trict  judge  ot  North  Carolina  from  $1,500  to 

$2,ooa 

After  debate,  this  motion  was  lost  by  a  great 
majority,  as  were  other  motions,  successively 
made,  to  allow  a  salary  of  $1,800, ,  $1,700,  and 
$1,600. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  and 
the  House  ordered  it  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mr.  L  Ramoolph  said^  th^  Hoo^e  would  reool' 
lect  better  than  he  did,  for  he  was  not  present  at 
the  time,  the  very  important  resolution  referred 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva-- 
vaoia,  (Mr.  Grboq,)  whom  i^  saw  in  his  place,  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  th? 
Union.  It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose  at  this 
time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  that  resolution,  and 
it. was  still  farther  from  his  purpose  to  throw  any 
impedioient,  or  create  any  aelay  in  bringing  for* 
ward  that  discussion;  the  more  so,  as  he  considf 
ered  the  whole  country  soiHh  of  tM  seat  of  Gov- 
eremeni>  and  more  particularly  that  part  of  the 
country  in  which  he  resided,  decidedly  interested 
in  a  speeder  and  prompt  reception  or  rejection  of 
the  proposition.  Indeed,  sucn  was  his  opinion  of 
the  necessity  of  ^ts  being  speedily  acted  upon,  that 
as  soon  as  he  saw  the  resolution  which  had  been 
offered,  which  was  not  until  Friday,  Vfhen  it  waa 
laid  on  their  table,  the  first  suggestion  of  his  mind 
was  16  move  the  going  immeoiately  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  it;  as  those  ffentlemea 
with  whom  be  had  the  honor  of  holding  personal 
and  political  intercourse  would  testify.  But  a 
more  mature  reflection  had  convinced  him  that 
before  tke  resolution  could  receive  that  ultimate 
decision  which  he  trusted  it  would  receive,  the 
House  stood  in  n^d  of  matenial  information, 
which,  however  it  might  be  in  the  possession  of 
this  or  that  individual,  was  not  possessed  by  the 
body  of  the  House.  His  object  m  addressing  the 
House  was  to  obtain  this  information  from  the 
proper  authority,  from  the  Head  of  a  Department 
which  was  the  only  way  io  which  information  of 
a  satisfactory  nature,  such  as  ought  to  influence 
the  decision  of  the  House,  ought  to  be  obtainedL 
Mr.  R.  then  submitted  the  foUowiag  resohitioa; 

Risolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trsasoiy  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  Henie  a  statenaent  of  Am 
etpottM  and  imports  of  the  United  States,  to  sad  frodl 
Giest  Brilain  and  Ireland,  and  the  AnMnean  eolonka 
of  the  same,  for  the  two  isst.yean,  dibtingaiahiDg  tiia 
oelonial  trade,  from  that  of  the  mether  country,  and 
vpecifying  the  various  articles  of  export  and  imperty 
"with  the  smonBi  of  duties  payable  on  the  latter. 

Mr.  Smilie  expressed  himself  in  fafor  of  the 
resolution,  and  observed  that  the  species  of  infer* 
mation  called  for  had  not  been  received  by  the 
House  later  than  1803. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  Best  to  extend  the  resolution  so  as  to 
embrace  the  British  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick,  and  the  provinces  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope.- 

A  conversation  o/some  length  ensued  be.tweea 
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Messrs.  Crowninshield,  Bidwell,  i^nd  Alston, 
on  the  ooe  side;  and  Messrs.  J.  Randolph  and 
J.  Clay  on  the  other,  on  amending  the  resolution. 
The  former  gentlemen  were  for  amending  the 
resolution  so  as  to  embrace  a  period  of  peace  as 
^eli  as  war,  and  to  obtain  information  from  ^ali 
the  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,"  which  the 
Matter  gentlemen  opposed  on  various  grounds,  one 
of  which  was,  that  if  this  additional  information 
were  desirable,  it  could  be  obtained  by  a  distinct 
^resolution. 

On  Mr.  Crowninshield's  motion  to  amend  the 
resolution,  so  as  to  extend  it  to  '^British  depen- 
dencies," generally,  the  House  diyided—ayes  43, 
Does  67. 

Mr.  Nicholson  suggested  the  propriety  of  add- 
ing the  following  words  to  the  resolution,  in  which 
the  mover  acquiescing,  they  were  incorporated 
into  it: 

«  And  also  a  statement,  showing  in  detail  the  qitan- 
tlty  and  value  of  the  like  articles  of  impori  brought  in- 
to the  United  States,  from  other  nations  respectively, 
with  the  rate  and  amount  of  duty  thereon." 

The  resolution,  thus  modified,  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  then  moved  the  following 
resolution.  He  said,  in  substance,  it  was  the 
same  with  the  amendment  which  he  had  pro- 
posed to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia : 

Ruolvedj  That  the  "Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the 
British  dependencies,  other  than  those  of  America,  for 
the  last  two  years. 

This  resolution  was  likewise  agreed  to  without 
a  division. 

PETITION  OP  PRANCI8  AMORY. 

Mr.  Crowninshield.  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  8th  insunt,  the  petition  of  Francis 
Amorv,  merchant,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  made 
the  following  report: 

The  following  facts  are  stated  in  the  documents  ac- 
companpng  the  petition;  That  the  petitioner  was  the 
owner  of  the  ship  Astrea,  an  American  vessel,  com- 
manded by  Solomon  Stanwood,  which  sailed  from  Ba- 
tavia,  in  the  month  of  December,  1804^  bound  to  Bos- 
ton, and  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  sugar  and  ooflee. 
That,  on  the  17th  of  January  following,  being  then  in 
tiie  Indian  ocean,  the  ship  experienced  a  violent  hurri- 
cane, and  was  d^masted,  and  otherwise  so  wrecked 
ttid  disabled,  as  to  be  obliged  to  put  into  the  Isle  of 
Prance  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  crew, 
and  the  property  on  board.  That,  upon  examination 
in  that  island,  finding  the  ship  not  seaworthy,  and  that 
it  was  impossible  to  repair  her,  except  at  an  expense  of 
sixteen  or  seventeen  thousand  dollars,  which  greatly 
exceeded  her  then  value,  the  master  was  obliged  to 
abandon  her,  and  she  was  condemned  and  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  underwriters,  and  all  concerned.  The 
master  and  supercargo  now  state,  that,  as  no  American 
bottom  could  be  obtained  to  transport  the  cargo  to  Amer- 
ica, they  chartered  the  Swedish  ship  Pelee,  and  shipped 
the  same  in  that  vessel  to  Boston,  where  she  lately 
arrived.    The  Oolloctor  of  Boston  charged  the  alien  or 


foreign  duty  on  the  Pelee*s  cargo,  as  she  was  a  foreign 
ship,  and  it  is  this  additional  duty  which  the  peti- 
tioner is  desirous  should  be  remitted  to  him,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  cargo  was  originally  shipped  in  an 
American  vessel,  and  that  the  change  of  bottom,  which 
subsequently  took  place,  was  an  act  of  necessity  be- 
yond his  control,  and  for  which  he  ought  not  to  sufo. 
It  will  be  observed  by  the  House,  that  the  cargo  in  ques- 
tion was  imported  into  the  United  States  in  a  foreign 
ship,  and  it  is  known  that  the  character  of  the  ship  de- 
termines the  amount  of  duties  payable  upon  the  cargo 
imported  in  her.  The  caigo  may  be  American  proper- 
ty, but  if  the  ship  is  sailing  under  a  foreign  flag,  or 
even  under  &e  nag  of  the  United  States,  and  is  not 
furnished  with  an  American  register,  the  cargo  ub  lia- 
ble to  the  extra  duty  alluded  to,  and  the  ship  herself  is 
charged  with  tiie  foreign  tonnage  duty.  By  the  Uws 
now  in  force,  it  will  be  found  that  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandUse,  imported  into  the  United  States  in  ves- 
sels not  of  the  United  States,  are  subject  to  pay  tlie 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  duty,  dmr- 
geable  upon  sinular  articles  >imported  in  American  v«s- 
eels.  The  following  statement  will  point  out  the  dif* 
•ference  of  duty  between  a  foreign  and.  an  Ameiican 
ship,  and  their  Respective  cargoes,  upon  entering  a  port 
of  the  United  SUtes.  .    . 

American  Ship, 
Por  instance :  A  cargo  is  imported  froii  a  foreign,  port 
or  place,  in  an  American  vessel,  and  the  duty  amounts 

to $i,eoo 

Tonnage  duty  for  the  diip,  supposed  to  be  of 
the  burden  of  200  tons,  at  six  cents  per  ton  IS 

Duty  on  the  cargo,  imported  in  the  American 
sUip,  including  her  duty  of  tonnage    •        -     1,0 IS 

'  Foreign  Skip. 

If  we  presume  the  cargo  to  hfi  imported  in  a  vessel  not 
of  the  United  States,  the  first  duty  is  -        -  $1,000 

To  which  add  the  ten  per  cent  additional  duty 
for  foreign  vessels 100 

Add,  also,  the  foreign  tonnage  for  300  tons,  at 
60  cents  per  ton         -        -        -        -        -        100 

And  the  foreign  light  money,  for  the  same  ton- 
nage, at  60  cents  per  ton    -        -        -       -        100 

The  amount  of  tonnage  and  the  light  money, 
for  the  foreign  ship  and  the  duty  on  her 
cargo,  will  be  1,800 

Here,  it  is  manifest,  the  advantage  is  on  the  side  of 
the  American  vessel,  in  our  own  ports ;  but  the  disad- 
vantages our  vessels  sufier  in  foreign  ports,  firom  tha 
extraordinary  impositlans  on  our  commerce  and  ship- 
ping, more  than  counterbalance  the  trifling  additional 
expenses  to  whiish  foreign  vessels  are  subject  upon  en- 
tering the  ports  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  the  United 
States  should,  at  once,  repeal  sU  the  aUen  or  additional 
duties  payable  by  foreign  dhips,  both  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  upon  the  condition  that  other  nations  would 
adopt  the  same  liberal  and  just  policy  towards  Ameri- 
can ships  and  cargoes,  when  entering  then*  ports,  plac- 
ing them  on  an  equal  footing  with  their  own,  com- 
merce would  be  free  from  some  of  the  shackles  with 
which  it  is  at  present  burdened,  and  a  foir  competition 
in  every  market  would  soon  determine  who  could  af- 
ford to  sell  cheapest.  This  is  all  that  it  wanted  to  give 
to  American  shipping  and  commerce  the  free  scope  to 
enterprise,  and  a  ready  and  advantageous  sale  or  Our 
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prodnctioDs,  with  clMBp  returns  for  the  conmuner.  The 
oommittee  have  been  led  to  make  these  observations, 
]>revious  to  giving  their  opinion  on  (he  present  applica- 
tion for  a  remission  of  ^he  additional  duties  imposed 
on  the  cargo  of  a  'foreign  ship.  They  seej^ned  to  have 
a  bearing  on  the  subject,  and  are  supposed  to  be  of 
some  importance,  from  a  consideration  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  allow  such  a  claim  without  first  repeal- 
ing the  discriminating  law. 

If  the  du^  on  the  cargo  is  returned,  it  would  eer- 
tsdnly  be  as  nir  to  return  the  foreign  tonnage  duties  on 
the  ship.  The  committee  are  not  informed  of  any  one 
instance  where  either  has  been  done.  It  is  true,  this 
waA  a  constrained  importation,  but  it  is  alueadj  seen, 
if  the  cargo  had  been  brought  in  any  unregiskerad  ves- 
sel df  the  United  Statee^it  most  have  been  charged 
with  the  additional  duty.  The  cargo  came  from  a  for*- 
ttgn  port,  and  vrae  of  foreign  productioo,  and  imported 
in  a  foreig]^  built  vessel.  It  having  been  once  on  board 
an  American  shipseems  to  make  Very  little  difference 
in  its  favor.  It  ought  to  give  it  no  new  or  extraordi- 
nary privileges.  Let  the  committee  be  allowed  to  re- 
veree  the  case,  and  to  suppose  the  Astrea  had  been  the 
foreign  ship,  and  the  Pelee  the  American  ship,  and 
aU  the  ether  circumstances  had  been  similar  in  eveiy 
respect.  The  cargo  then  is  imported  in  the  Pelee,  en- 
titled to  Ameirican  privileges,  when  it  might  have  been 
imported  in  the  Astrea,  if  no  accident  had  happened 
to  her  on  the  voyage.  Should  the  American  or  foreign 
duties  be  charged  on  such  an  importation?  tdurely, 
the  American  duties.  And  would  it  not  have  been 
manifestlT  unjust  to  have  charged  the  owner  vrith  the 
foreign  duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  Ameirican  ship, 
merely  because  it  was  taken  from  a  foreign  ship  1  And 
yet,  if  the  principle  is  correct  in  one  case,  it  must  be 
•o  in  the'  other.  I^  however,  the  transshipment  h«d 
been  made  at  sea,  from  an  American  to  a  foreign  ship, 
under  drcnmatances  of  eminent  distress,  it  would  have 
placed  the  claim  on  somewhat  higher  ground ;  but, 
eiven  in  this  case,  the  committee  would  hardly  have 
folt  themselves  authorized  to  propose  a  return  of  the 
additional  duties.  The  lunount  of  the  duty  on  this 
importation  ia  not  stated  in  any  documents  accompa- 
nying the  petition.  If  the  cargo  was  re-exported,  the 
ten  per  cent  additional  duty  was  retained,  besides  tiie 
nsual  three  ahd  a  half  per  cent,  deducted  from  the 
drawback. 

The  committee  are  satisfied,  if  this  claim  was  «!<» 
lowed,  it  would  lead  to  manr  others  of  a  similar  nature, 
and  the  law  being  clear  tini  explicit  on  due  head,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  House  ought  not  to  nant  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  they  recommend  that  he 
should  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition,  with  the 
documents  aooompnnying  it 

The  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Tuesday,  February  4. 

The  Spbakgr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  Orleans,  covering  a  petition  from 
the  Regents  of  the  University  of  t;bat  Territory, 
praying  a  donation  of  laAds. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  .    . 

An  engffossed  bill  for  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  circuit  court  in  the  district  of  North  Car- 
olma  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
'     The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
oa  the  bill  respecting  bonds  giren  by  Mar^ hab. 


After  amending  the  same  the  Committee  rose,  and 
the  House  ordered  the  bill  to  the  third  reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
THE  United  States  as  follows : 
7b  the  House  of  R^^retntatiwa  of  the  Uniied  States  .* 

Sundry  letters  relative  to  Hamet'Caramalli,  in  addition 
to  the  documents  which  aooompanied  my  Message  of 
January  18th,  having  been  sent  to  the  Senate,  on  theit 
particular  request,  the  same  fure  now  t^^ansmitted  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  also,  as  the  same  sulnect  is 
before  them.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FsBavART  4,  1806. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  documents. transmitted  therewith,  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed,  on  the  thirteenth  ultimo, 
on  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  respecting  the  application  of  Hamet  Car- 
amidli,  ex-Bashaw  of  TripolL 

TAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Gregg  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on  a 
resolution  offered  by  him  to  repeal  so  much  of  an 
act  as  authorizes  the  appropriation  of  lands  to  the 
Yazoo  claimants. 

Mr.SMiLiE  moved  to  postpone  tl^e  consideration 
of  this  resolution  to  Monday  week,  that  in  the 
mean  time  the  national  business  might  be  trans- 
acted, undisturbed  by  the  irritation  which  this  sub- 
ject generally  gave  rise  to. 

Mr.  Alston  declared  himself  in  favor  of  a  com- 
pomise  by  commissioners.  If  this  coarse  should 
be  disagreed  to,  he  would  hare  no  objection  to 
agxee  to  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Gregg  trusted  the  motion  for  postponement 
would  not  prevaiL  The  resolution  bad  been  sub- 
mitted very  early  ia  the  session.  -  The  mover  had 
waived  calling  it  up  this  day  that  the  national  busi- 
ness might  be  first  attended  to.  In  this  business 
the  House  had  progressed  to  a  point,  at  which  it 
appeared  convenient  to  take  up  the  resolution. 
Inrbrmation  had  been  required,  which  would  not 
probably  be  received  for  some  days.  In  the  in- 
terim a  deoision might  be  had  on  the  resolution. 
The  subject  had  been  so  long  before  the  House, 
and  had  been  so  fully  discussed,  that  there  did  not 
appear  to  be  occasion  for  much  debate,. nor  did  he 
tmnk  the  irritation  alluded  to  by  his  colleague, 
would  take^  place.  He  hoped,  if  the  subject  was 
entered  upon,  the  discussion  would  be  conducted 
witl^  that  prudence  and  temper  that  were  essential 
to  the 'discovery  of  truth. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to-^yeas  65. 

■  IMPORTATION  OP  SLAVES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  impo- 
sing a  duty  04  slaves  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Greck^,  requiring  the 
duty  to  be  paid  at  the  time  oi  eutry,  was  agreed  to 
— yeas  54,  nays  24. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved,  wkh  the  view  of  get- 
ting rid  of  the  business,  that  the  Committee  should 
rise. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  J.  Rah- 
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DOLPH,  and  Holland,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Smilib,  Fisk,  Sloan,  and  Southard;  and  disa- 
greed to — yeas  42,  nays  61. 

Mr.  Bidwell  observed,  that  it  had  been  object- 
ed by  several  gentlemen,  partiovlarly  by  one'  of 
his  GoUeagues,  against  this  bill,  laying  a  duty  of 
ten  dollars  a  head  on  the  importation  -  of  slaves, 
that  it  would  virtually  sanction  and  legaliiie  the 
practice,  bv  making  it  a  source  of  revenue.  The 
objection,  be  thought,  was  not  well  founded,  be> 
cause  the  legality  or  illegality  of  such  importa- 
tion was  not  within  the  control  of  the  Gkneral 
Government.  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent 
the  importation  until  the  year  1808.  All  they 
were  authorized,  in  the  meantime,  to  do  towards 
its  prevention,  was  to  lay  a  ten  dollar  duty.  If 
thev  had  authority  to  prohibit,  and  insteaa  of  a 
prohibition,  should  levy  a  tax,  it  might  be  said, 
with  some  propriety,  that,  by  so  doing^  thev  com- 
|»aratively  encouraged  the  trade.  Or  if,  alter  the 
time  when  a  prohibition  can,  by  the  Constftution, 
be  laid,  Congress  shall  suffer  a  tax  only  to  be  con- 
tinued, the  censure  may  be  incurred.  Re  was, 
therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  continuance  of  the 
tax  oucht  to  oe  limited  to  that  time.  Accord- 
ingly, he  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  Inserting, 
after  the  word  "hereafter/*  in  the  fourth  line,  the 
words  ^  and  before  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tiiou- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eight." 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  by  way  of  objection,  that  it 
was  not  yet  certain  that  such  a  prohfbition  Would 
then  be  imposed. 

Mr.  Bidwell  replied,  that  whether  a  prohibi- 
tion should  then  be  adopted  or  not,  he  thought  it 
would  be  objectionable  to  continue  a  tax,  as  Con- 
gress will  have  the  power  to  prevent  the  practice 
oy  prohibition.  Inaeed,  he  was  convinced  that 
an  act  might  now  be  passed  prohibiting  such  im- 
portation after  a  limited  time ;  and,  if  this  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted  by  the  Committee,  he 
would  move,  as  a  further  amendment,  an  addi- 
tional section  to  that  effect. 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 
Mr.  Biow£Li4. — Mr.  Chairman,  the  Committee 
having  adopted  an  amendment,  limiting  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  proposed  tax  to  the  period  preced- 
ing  the  year  1808, 1  will  now,  in  performance  of 
mv  procnise,  move  an  additional  section,  to  pro- 
hibit the  imj>orution  altagether  after  that  time. 
Before  I  submit  the  motion,  I  beg  leare  to  state 
some  of  the  reasons  whicd  induce  me  to  make  it, 
and  on  which  its  propriety  must  depend.  In  do- 
ing this,  it  is  not  necessary  to  trace  the  history  of 
the  slave  trade.  It  is  equally  unaeocssary  to  con- 
sider it,  as  it  respects  the  principles  of  justice  and 
morality.  It  is  sufficient  to  view  it  m  the  light 
of  policy  alone,  and  that  only  on  a  national  scale. 
For  with  the  political  interests  of  the  particular 
States,  any  further  than  they  make  a  part  of  the 
national  policy,  we  have  no  concern.  It  belongs 
not  to  Congress,  but  to  the  constituted  authorities 
of  each  State  to  regulate  its  own  internal  affairs, 
in  this  as  well  as  other  respects.  The  States  have 
adopted  their  own  systems.  A  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  told  us  that  that  State  complained 
of  i^  as  one  of  the  grievances  to  which  they  were 


dubj.ected,  under  the  British  Crown,  that  the  King 
in  Council  negatived  the  acts  of  tl^eir  Leffislature, 
prohibiting  any  further  importation  of  slaves; 
and  that,  as  soon  as  they  were  freed  from  British 
shackles  by  the  Revolution,  they  passed  a  prohib- 
itory act.  The  policy  was  honorable  and  just. 
Other  gentlemen  nave  mentioned  similar  laws  in 
their  respective  States.  I  may  be  permitted  to 
add,  that  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  in  this  House,  has  eone  further. 
Our  Constitution  has  declared  that  "all  men  are 
bom  free."  The  construction  given  to  this  Con* 
stitational  declaration  by  our  Supreme  Judiciary 
is,  that  no  person  properly  belonging  to  the  States 
can  be  a  slave.  Thus  slavery  was  abolished  at 
once  ]  and  however  danseroUs  such  an  experiment 
might  be  in  some  other  States,  it  was  there  effected 
with  perfect  saf^sty,  as  the  number  of  slaves  waa 
small/  Although  I  rejoice  in  this  total  abolitton 
of  slavery  in  Massachusetts,  I  would  not,  a&  an  in^ 
habitant  or  representative  of  fhat  State,  wiah  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  regulations  of  other 
States  respecting  the  condition  of  their  inhabit^ 
ants;  nor  would  I  consider  the  question  of  prohi- 
bition, now  before  us,  on  any  other  than  national 
grounds.  No  political  truth,  however,  is  plainer 
to  mymindy.than  that  a  further  importation  o( 
slaves  is  contrary  to  the  true  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted StatCB.  It  will  weaken  us  as  a  nation ;  it  will 
render  us  more  vulnerable  in  many  points ;  it  wilt 
increase  the  danger  of  insurrections  within,  and 
invasions  from  abroad.  The  maxims  of  sound 
policy,  therefor^  urge  us  to  prevent  such  further 
importation,  aar  far  ae  it  may  be  practicable.  Wa 
ought  not  to  rest  satisfied  witli  State  prohibittona« 
efven  if  every  State  had  prohibitory  laws.    It  b  a 

freat  national  interest,  and  ought  to  be  guarded 
y  an  act  of  the  National  Legislature,  if  indeed  it 
is  within  our  Constitutional  limits.  On  this  point 
I  am  sensible  a  new  doctrine  bias  been  broached 
9nd  held  by  some  gentlemen  whose  judgments  I 
value  very  highly  in  other  cases,  although  I  differ 
from  them  in  this,  that  the  importation  of  slaves 
cannot  be  prohibited  by  Congress,  even  aAer  the 
year  1808.  The  sum  of  the  reasoning,  in  which 
this  novel  doctrine  is  attempted  to  be  supported, 
is,  that  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  providing 
that  the  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
existing  States  might  think  proper  to  adnut  shall 
not  be  prohibited  prior  to  1808,  is  a  mere  negative 
provision,  without  any  positive  words  of  grant, 
and  does  not  consequently  give  Congress  a  power 
to  lay  such  a  prohibition  after  that  time^  and  all 
powers  not  delegated  are  reserved.  I  agree,  sir, 
that  this  clause  grants  Congress  no  authority  on 
the  subject  although  it  evidently  implies  that  such 
authority  is  granted  in  some  other  part  of  the 
Constitution ;  for  it  would  be  useless  and  nu^- 
tory  to  restrain  until  a  certain  time  the  exercise 
of  a  power  which  does  not  exist,  and  cannot  there- 
fore be  exercised  at  all.  The  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution must  have  understood,  that,  without  such 
a  restriction.  Congress  might  proceed  to  an  imr 
mediate  prohibition;  and  tha^  notwithstanding 
the  restriction,  a  prohibition  may  be  laid  after  th? 
limited  time.    The  auihority  in  qnestion  is  uft* 
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doubtodlf  rested  in  Congress :  it  is  ftitrly  included 
in  the  general  power  to  regnhite  commerce  with 
foreign  nations.  As  a  part  of  the  reflation  of 
commerce,  Congress  may  directly*  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  any  article  of  commerce;  or' may  do 
It  indirectir,  by  prohibitory  doties.  The  prohibi- 
tion may  be  applied  to  any  article  which  is  a 
subject  of  merchandise,  as  everything  is  which  is 
liable  to  be  bought  and  sold.  Soehisaslave.  The 
yery  principle  of  slavery  is  that  the  slave  is  the 
property  of  his  master,  subject  to  transfer  by  bar- 
gain and  sale.  This  is  indeed  to  be  lamented,  as 
the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia  has  justly  observed, 
but  It  is  nevertheless  true.  Slaves  are  therefore 
articles  of  merchandise,  and,  as  such,  their  import- 
ation may  be  prohibited. 

The  Constitutional  restriction  a|^lies  only  to 
the  importation^  not  the  exportation,  of  slaves; 
and  it  expends  only  to  the  States  existing  at  the 
date  of  the  Constitution,  and  not  to  the  Territoriee 
of  the  United  States.  Accordingly,  Congress 
have  already,  by  taw,. prohibited  the.  importation 
of  slaves  into  the  Territories.  There  axe  also  two. 
acts  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  slaves  from  the 
United  States  to  any  foreign  ^ort  or  place,  and 
the  transportation  of  slaves  by  citizens  of  the  Voir 
ted  States,  or  in  vessels  of  the  United  Stat^  from 
one  foreign  port  or  place  to  another.  Under  what 
authority  were  these  prohibitory  laws  created  ? 
Under  the  general  power  to  regulate  commerce* 
The  same  authority  will  equally  warrfint  a  prohi- 
bition of  Uie  imiK>rtatiQn  of  staves  ipto  the  United 
States  after  the  time  specified  in  the  Constitution. 
But  can  we  now  pass  an  act  for  that  purpose^  J 
think  we  may,  consistently  with  both  the  spirit 
and  the  letter  of  the  Constitutidn.  The  object  of 
the  restrictive  clause  was,  to  secure  to  every  <State 
which  might  wish  to  exercise  it,  a  right  to  admit 
slaves  until  the  time  limited.  The  limitation  has 
reference  to  the  termination  of  thb  right  by  .the 
coinmeneement  of  a  prohibition,  and  not  to  the 
date  of  the  act  by  vixtae  of  which  such  prohibi- 
tion might  be  introduced.  The  words,  are,  the 
importation  *^  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress 
prior  to  the  year  1808.*'  if  we  bow  pass  an  act 
prohibiting,  afiter  that  time,  such  importation,  it  is 
clear  that,  until  that  time,  the  law  will  not  take 
effect — the  prohibition  will  not.  commence;  in 
other  words  there  will  be  no  prohibition.  In  the 
language  of  the  Constitution,  the  importation  will 
not  be  prohibited  prior  to  the  year  18Q8.  The  act 
will,  in  this  respect,  be  like  many  others  which  go 
into  operation  not  immediately  after  their  pas- 
sage, bvt  at  a  speciied  fut^r•  day.  This  is  not  aa 
unusual  mode  of  legislation. 

Beitt^  satisfied  that  we  are, now  authorized  to 
ktialate  on  the  subject.  I  think  it  is  expedient  to 
adopt  a  periBBnent  promhition,  and  to  make  it  a 
part  of  uie  present  bilL  This  is  a  delicate  and 
uritating  subject.  Judmng  of  the  sentiments  of 
othees  by  my  own,  I  beUeve  most  of  us  are  reluc- 
tantly called  to  act  on  it  at  all.  But  we  cannot 
avoid  giving  our  vote  upon  the  biH ;  and^  while 
we  are  about  it^  let  us  go  through  and  finish  the 
Iraaiitese.  An  laterm^iate  tax  aJone  will  not 
eoBqiieta  it.    To  sendtor  the  aystem  entire  it  b 


necessary  to  add  a  final  prohibition.  To  do  it  on 
the  present  occasion,  will  effect  a  saving,  not  onlv 
of  time,  but  also  of  the  unpleasant  feelings  whicn 
may  otnerwise  be  exoited  by  another  agitation  of 
the  subject.  Some  gentlemen  have  considered 
the  tax  objectionable,  as  they  think  it  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  psinted  at  one  State,  which 
alone  coitktinues  to  permit  the  importation  of  slaves,* 
and  consequently  will  have  all  the  doty  to  pay. 
I  submit  to  those  gentlemen  whether  the  addition 
of  a  tocsl  itad  permanent  prohibitioo,  operating 
alike  upon  all  the  States,  without  regard  to^  their 
existing  laws,  will  not  remove  that  objection  and 
reeontfle  them  to  the  measure  ?  In  another  point 
of  view,  it  appears  to  me  reasonable  and  proper 
that  our  system  on  this  subject  should  be  now  e^ 
tabiisfaed,  in  order  that  all  persons  concerned  may 
have  seasonable  notice  of  it,  that  there  mav  be  no 
room  for  disappointment  or  surprise,  and  that  the 
world  may  know  the  poHcy  we  mean  to  pursue. 
B'or  these  reasons,  and  others  with  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  detain  the  Committee,  I  move  the 
ibllowing  section  in  ^addition  to  the  bill  under 
consideration: 

Se  it  J^rtker  enacted,  That,  after  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
himdred'and  seveli,  no  person  ahafl  directly  or  indircn^ 
import  or  cause  to  be  imported,  or  aid  and  abetin  ini* ' 
porting,  any  ponan  as  a  slatre,  iat6  unj  port  or  place 
within  the  United  Slates,  from  a  p«t  or  j^aoe  without 
-the  same;  and  no  person  shall  sell  or  bay.  sDypenOft' 
imported  as  4il(Mr«Baid  into  the  United  States  after  the 
said  last  day  of  Deeember,  one  thonsand  eight  hundMI 
and  seven,  knowing  him  or  her  to  have  been  s^  im^ 
ported  in  violation  of  this  act ;  and  eveiy  perMm  so  oif> 
fending  and  being  thereof  convicted  before  a  distzict  or 
drcttit  court  of  the  United  States,  (which  courts  shall 
have  cognizance  thereof  within  their  respective  districts) 
shall,  for  every  such  o£fence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 

exceeding dollars,  and  suffer  imprisonment,  for  » 

term  not  exeeeding yeare ;  and  any  ship  or  vessel. 

which,  after  the  said  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven,  shall,  with  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  be  employed 
in  importing  any  persoii,  or  have  on  board  any7>enon 
for  the  pnrpese  of  being  imported,  as  a  alave,  contrary 
to  tllis  atft,  shaU  be  forfeited,  toga^er  with  her  UcUe, 
fiimituie,and  appaorel,  and  may  belibeUed  and  condemn- 
ed in  the  district  oi  cireait  eeort  of  the  United  States,  for 
ai^  district,  in  which  each  ahip  qr  veasel  shall  befound. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  was  sorry  this  additional  section 
was  brought  forward.  He  had  strong  doubts 
whether  Congress  possessed  the  Constitutional 
right  to  legislate  on  the  obtect  of  prohibition  prior 
to  the  year  1808.  If  this  doctrine  prevails,  where 
will  it  end?  The  Senate  and  President  have  a 
negative  upon  all  our  laws.  If  we  legislate  upon 
a  subject  before  any  occ^oo  calls  for  it,  what  as- 
surance have  we,  ii  it  be  the  wish  of  the  people  to 
repeal  our  laws,  that  the  President  and  Senate 
wiU  concur  in  their  repeal  ?  Have  we  a  right,  by 
an  adventitioas  majority,  to  bind  the  Union  here* 
after?  If  so,  it  may  be  contended  that  we  have 
a  right  to  bind  posterity  a  hundred  years  hence. 
No  mad  was  more  anxious  than  hiiAself  to  pro^ 
hibit  this  trade,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  violate 
what  he  conceived  a  CoQstittttioDal  impediment, 
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to  ctrry  a  farorite  point.  He  eonoeived  the  pow- 
er at  present  to  pass  a  prohibitory  law  beyood  their 
power* 

Mr.  Dana  thought  it  extremely  questiooable 
whether,  when  the  subject-matter  was  Aot  within 
their  power,  they  had  a  right  to  legislate  on  it.  He 
should  suppose  the  fair  constructton  of  the  Goor 
stitutioQ*  was  this.  The  Constitution  established 
a  system  for  the  good  of  all ;  in  delegating  pow- 
ers it  says,  that  some  shall  Aot  be  exercised  within 
a  given  time ;  that  the  States  mav  in  the  mean 
time  act  upon  the  subjects  on  which  they  would 
be  most  likely  to  harmonize.  If  within  this  time 
you  act  upon  subjects  calculated  to  excite  State 
lealousies,  one  great  object  of  the  iit^hibition  will 
belost.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  thought 
the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania most  consonant  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Th^  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BinwsLL'B 
amendment,  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  17. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  proposed  a  new  section 
prohibiting  the  introduction,  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
of  slaves  hereafter  iqEipor  ted  into  the  United  States. 

After  a  short  debate,  on  this,  motion,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again. 
«Mr.  J.  Ransolpb  opposed  leave  beins  giyen 
them  to  sit  again,  and  Messrs*  Jackson  and  Smilib 
supported  it. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLUMS  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  have  leave  to  sit  again.  If  the  object 
of  bringing  forwanl  this  business  was  to  give  gen- 
tlemen an  opportunity  to  vent  their  spleen  against 
the  State  or  Sout^  Cfarolin^,  they  had  enioyed  it, 
wheii  they  had  painted  her  conduct  in  the  most 
odiou3  and  detestable  colors  their  ingenuity  could 
invent ;  when  they  had  cast  on  that  community, 
in  a  most  unmanlv  manner,  all  the  opprobrium 
applicable  to  an  inhabitant  of  Newgate  ^  and  had 
applied  to  a  whole  community  what  they  dare  not 
Jipply  to  a  single  individual  oi  it.  South  Carolina 
deserved  a  far  different  character  from  that  given 
her  by  those  gentlemen  who  had  taken  upon  them- 
selves the  task  of  abuse.  Setting  aside  this  one 
blot  he  would  call  upon  gentlemen  to  compare 
notes.  There  vras  not  a  8  tate  in  the  Union  which 
had  appropriated  so.  much  money  for  objects  of 
munificence  and  improvement,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  literature,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor. 
Was  South  Carolina  backward  in  the  Revolution- 
ary contest,  or  deticient  in  the  number  of  her  pa- 
triou  or  statesmen  ?  There  sits  the  descendant  of 
as  brave  an  officer  as  ever  lived,  and  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  is  to  be  seen  a  man  who 
may  be  called  the  hero  of  liberty ;  a  man  who  in 
the  worst  of  times  did  not  despair  of  the  Republic. 
And  are  we  now  to  be  anthematized  as  depraved 
and  abandoned  ?  There  is  another;  reason  for  not 
giving  leave  to  the  Committee  to  sit  again.  Some 
gentlemen  seem  determined  to  plunge  us  in  a  war, 
whether  we  will  or  not.  Is  this  a  proper  time  to 
destroy  the  harmony  that  subsists  among  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  this  Confederacy?  Shall  a 
man  spend  time  in  adjusting  .the  tie  of  his  cravat 


when  the  hangman's  noose  is  at  his  neck  ?  Shall 
we  be  engaged  in  our  little  divisions  when  the  en- 
emy is  at  our  door  1  As  a  pledge  of  harmony  and 
conciliation,  I  hope  the  Committee  will  be  refused 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  question  was  taken  at  a  late  hour,  and  leave 
given — yeas  73. 

WfiDNEsoAY,  February  5. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  witnesses,  and  other  expenses, 
on  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurv  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the 
shoals  01  Cape  Hatteras,  Cape  Lookout,  and  the 
Frying-Pans,  and  to  have  such  an  examination 
made  of  them,lrespectively,  as  will  ascertain  the 
practicability  of  erecting  a  li^ht-house,  lighted  bea- 
con, or  buoy,  on  or  near  the  extreme  'points  of 
either  of  them ;  and  that  the  committee  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  fifth  of  December  last,  pre- 
sented a  bill  removing  the  limitiation  of  the  right 
of  suffrage  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  em- 
powering the  Legislature  thereof  to  increase  the 
number  of  Representatives  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly, by  a  given  ratio  to  that  of  Electors;  which 
was  read  twice^nd  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Wedtiesdav  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Charles' Goldsborouffh.  Esq.,  presenting  to 
Congress,  in  the  nameof  Mr.  Robert  Henry  Golds- 
borough,  of  Talbot  county,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, a  copy  of  the  works  of  the  late  Baron  Bynk- 
ershbek,  to  receive  a  place  in  their  library. 

Resolved,  That  the  Librarian  be  directed  to  re- 
ceive and  take  charge  of  a  set  of  the  works  of  the 
late  Baron  Bynkershoek,  presented  to  Congress 
by  Robert  H.  Goldsborough,  of  Talbot  county,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  the  Speaker  be 
requested  to  acknowledge,  by  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  said  Robert  H.  Goldsborough,  the  acceptance 
of  the  said  books. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to : 

JResohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
quested to  inform  this  House  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  services  rendered  to  the  captive  crew  of  the  frig- 
ate Philadelphk,  by  the  Danish  Consul  at  Tripoli. 

Mr.  Varnum  observ^ed,  that  considerable  light 
would  be  thrown  on  the  extent  to  which  colonial 
products  were  exported  from  the  United  States, 
oy  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  exports  for  which 
drawbacks  were  allowed.  He  therefore  moved 
the  following  resolution: 

H^olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  derived  to  the  United  States 
6em  merchandise^  the  growfli»  product,  .or  manote- 
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tine  of  ftDj  fbfmga  countiy ,  which  have  heretofore  been 
imported  iato  the  United  States  and  exported  from  the 
mme,  during  the  three  lael  yean. 
This  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

TRADE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Mr.  Crowmiiishield  observed  that  the  House 
had.  on  the  third  instaiit,  directed  the  Secretary 
of  toe  Treasury  to  lay  before  them  a  statement  of 
imports  and  exports  from  Qreat  Britain  to  the 
United  States,  for  the  two  last  years.  It  was 
probaMe  the  Secretary  would  not  be  able  to  fur- 
nish a  statement  for  the  year  1805;  but  that  he 
could  make  it  for  the  years  1803  and  1804.  Mr. 
C.  saidyhe  had  been  anxious,  when  this  subject 
was  belbrc  the  House,  to  have  received  a  state* 
ment  for  the  year  1802.  Great  Britain  seizes  oar 
ships,  loaded  with  colonial  produce,  on  the  ide^ 
that  we  did  not  enjoy  the  colonial  trade  during  a 

Seriod  of  peace.  Whether  this  is  a  fact  will  be 
ecided  by  the  statemeut  he  wished  to  obtain,  as 
the  year  1802  was  a  period  of  peace.  Mr.  C.  con- 
dudied,  by  moving  a  resolution  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  a 
like  statement  of  exports  and  imports  for  the  year 
1802,  as  was  directed  on  the  third  instant,  to  be 
furnished  for  the  last  two  yearv. 

The  House  immediately  considered  this  resolu- 
tion, and  agreed  to  it. 

NON-INTERCOURSE  WITH  GREAT  BRTTAJN. 
Mr.  J.  Clay. — The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts having  laid  on  the  table  a  resokitiou  arising 
out  of  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  relations, 
and  as  that  subject  is  one  on  which  Ithink  there 
cannot  be  too  much  deliberation  before  we  act,  or 
of  which  too  many  views  cannot  be  taken,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  submitting  some  resolutions 
which  I  have  drawn  up,  and  to  which  I  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House.  In  the  present  state  of 
our  relations  with  foreign  Powers,  it  appears  to 
me  that  a  system  of  commereial  regulations, 
mild  and  yet  firm,  one  which  can  be  carried  into 
permanent  effect  without  much  inconvenience^  to 
ourselves,  will  be  more  effectual  than  any  tempo- 
rary expedients.  If  we  are  disposed  to  adopt 
such  a  system,  it  will  be  looked  upon  by  foreign 
nations  as  one  in  which  we  are  likely  to  perse^ 
vere.  They  will  consider  its  probable  effects  in 
time  of  peace  upon  their  colonial  possessions^  and 
they  may  be  induced  to  enter  into  permanent  rej^u* 
lations  opening  to  us  a  trade  with  their  colonies. 
The  distinction  attempted  to  be  made  between  a 
war  trade  and  an  accustomed  trade  will  be  de- 
stroyed, and  with  it  the  only  pretext  upon  which 
are  foimdecl  the  vexations  and  depredatioQs  'com- 
mitted on  American  commerce.  The  present  is 
a  favorable  moment  for  the  adoption  of  such  a 

flan.  At  this  time  the  ports  of  the  belligerent 
^owers  are  open,  and  the  effect  of  the  measures, 
which  I  am  about  to  propose,  will  not  have  an 
immediate  distressing  effect  upon  the  West  Indies. 
If  these  measures  are  taken,  the  Powers  of  Europe 
will  find  that,  unless  they  adniit  our  ships  into 
their  cdonial'  ports  in  time  of  peace,  the  trade 
betweed  their  colonies  and  us  will  be  cut  off  by  a 
system  which  will  be  but  slightly  injuriouB  to 


ourselves.  I  think,  I  repeat  it,  that  a  permanent 
system,  mild  but  firm,  will  be  more  iikely  to  in- 
duce Great  Britain,  in  particular,  to  recede  from 
the  unjust  pretensions  sne  has  set  up,  than  more 
violent  and  extreme  measures  which,  from  their 
very  nature  and  their  injurious  consequences  to 
ourselves,  must  be  necessarily  temporary. 

Mr.  C.  concluded,  with  offering  the  following 
resolutions : 

JKesohedf  That  after  the day  of next,  no 

trade  or  intaicourM  in  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  any  dtixenor  subject  of  any  foreign 
Government  shall  be  pennitted  between  the  United 
States  or  their  Territories,  and  any  port  or  place  in  the 
colonies  or  dominions  of  a^y  European  Power^  whidi 
trade  or  interoonrse  is  not  permanently  permitted  by 
the  laws  or  regnlations  of  such  European  Power,  to  bo 
carried  on  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  Stales. 

lUsobfed,  Xhat,afterthe day  of aforesaid, 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  exported 
from  the  United  States  or. their  Territories, in  any  ship 
or  vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citixen  or 
subject  of  any  foreign  Government,  to  any  port  or  place 
in  die  colonies  or  dominions  of  any  European  Power, 
the  importation  of  which  into  such  port  or  place,  in 
ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  is  not  permanent^ 
ly  permitted  by  the  laws  or  regulations  of  such  Euro- 
pean Power. 

Resohfed,  That,  after  the day  of-' —  aforesaid, 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported  into 
the  United  States  or  their  Territories,  in  any  ship  or 
vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citizen  or  sub- 
ject of  any  foreign  Government,  from  any  port  or  place 
m  the  colonies  or  dominions  of  any  European  Power, 
the  exportation  of  which  from  such  port  or  pUee^iA 
diqps  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  is  not  permanent- 
ly pennitted  by  the  lasrs  or  legolations  of  such  Euro- 
pean Power* 

Raobei  That,  after  the day  of  p—  aforesaid, 

no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  Ji>e  imported  into 
the  United  States,  in  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  in  whole 
or  ia  part  by  an^  citizen  or  subject  of  ainr  fovign  Gov- 
ernment, exceptmg  articles  of  me  grOwm,  produce,  or 
manu&ctnre  of  the  colonies  or  dominions  of  such  for- 
eign Government,  unless  such  importation  be  expressly 
permtttad  by  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
such  foreign  Government,  or  unless  during  a  war  in 
which  the  Uhited  States  may  be  a  party. 

The  House  immediately  considered  these  reso- 
lutions, and  referred  them  to  a  Committee  of  th^ 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. . 

IMPORTATION  OP  SLAVES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  imposing  a  duty 
of  ten  dollars  on  every  slave  imported  into  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLtiAHB  said,  as  the  advocates  of 
the  bill  deemed  to  think  the  amendment  he  had 
oflFered  intended  to  defeat  it,  he  would  withdraw 
it,  and  make  it  the  subject  of  a  distinct  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Jackson  oijfered  a  new  section,  the  object 
of  which  Was  to  prohibit  the  importation  into  the 
United  States  of  all  slavte,  brought  either  from 
abroad  or  from  any  State,  except,  ra  the  latter  case, 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States  removing  to  a 
TeMtory  to  settle  therein. 
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Mr.  Jackson  viewed  this  proTistoo  as  neces- 
sary, in  coosequeocQof  a  l^^I  constraction  given 
to  aa  act  of  the  last  session,  which  allowed  the 
imjportatioa  of  slaves  from  abroad  into  Louisiana. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ai*8Tok, 
El7,  Moaaow,  Spalding,  and  Sloan,  who  either 
viewed  it  as  inexpedient  in  itseifg  or  as  proper  to 
be  introduced  into  a  distinct  bill. 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  as  it  was  the  wish  of  his 
friends  he  would  withdraw  the  motion,  and  offer 
it  on  another  occasion. 

No  farther  amendments  having  been  offered 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  agreement 
to  the  bill. 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  report. 

The  amendment  limiting  the  imposition  ot  the 
tax  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1808.  was  disa- 
greed to ;  and  the  other  amendments  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jackson  inquired  what  the  effects  woul<] 
be  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  cargo,  in  case  slaves 
were  smuggled  into  the  United  Stdttes?  Would 
they  be  kept  in  the  service  of  the  United  States? 
He  did  not  wish  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
them. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smitb  said,  he  had  voted  for  the 
resolution;  but  the  defects  in  the  details  of  the 
bill  were  so  glaring,  that  he  hoped  it  would  be  re- 
fi^rred  to  a  sele/ct  committee,  that  it  might  be  so 
modified  as  to  cure  these  delects ;  or,  that  in  case 
it  were  found  insusceptible  of  modification,  it 
might  be  rejected.  Mr.  S.  accordingly  moved  the 
recommitment  of  the  bill  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Jackson  advocated  this  motion,  and  re- 
marked that  the  proviso  of  tiie  bill  that  declared 
the  duty  should  not  be  construed  as  ffi^log  s  sanc- 
tion to  the  importation  of  slaves,  offered  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  either  rejecting  or  recommttting 
it.  How  could  this  language  be  used  with  pro- 
priety in  a  law,  when  the  Constitution^  the  highest 
authority,  authorized  the  trade  ? 

Mr.  Q^oiNCT  spoke  to  the  like  effect^  and  further 
inquired,  whether  it  Was  the  intention  of  gentle- 
men to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  slaves 
navigating  tne  ships  of  the  United  States, 

Messrs.  Hastings  and  Sloan  defended  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  as  ^perfectly  correct.  They  ob- 
served that  slaves  were  considered  aspioperty,  as 
merchaiMise,  and  could  only,  therefore,  in  the 
bill  be  treated  as  such. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost — ayes  39, 
noes  61. 

Mr.  CaowNivaBiBLD  spoke  against  the  bill,  and 
moved  its  postponement  to  an  indefinite  day. 

Messrs.  John  C.  Smith,  Taqoabt,  and  Rbba 
of  Tennessee,  supported;  and  Measra.  Sloan, 
Elmbn,  and  Smiub,  opposed  the  motion ;  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  it,  and  were — 
yeas  42,  nayS'GQ.  as  follows :    . 

Yeas— Willis  Alston*  jr.,  George  M.  Bl»dingtor,  Siks 
Betton,  Phanuel  Bishop,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Jowph 
Biyan,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  CUlten* 
den,  ChrMtopher  Clark,  Matthew  Clay,  Frederick  Con- 
rad, Jacob  Growninshieldy  JBamnel  W.  Bana,  John 
Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson,  Eliae  £arle,  Pe- 
ter Early,  James  ElUot,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin 
Gray,  James  Holland,  John  G.  JacksoAt  Walter  Jonas,. 


Thomas  Kenan,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  Masteis,  Wil- 
liam McCreeiT,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Mowe, 
Timothy  Pitkm,  jr.,  Thomas  M.  Ruidolph,  John  Khaa 
of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sanford,  O'Brien  Smith,  Thom- 
as Spalding,  Samuel  Taggart,  Samuel  Tenn^,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  David  R.  Williama, 
and  Thomas  Wynne. 

NATs-^Isaac  Aaderson,  John  Archer,  Joaeph  Barker, 
John  Blake,  k.,  Thomas  Blooni,  Robert  Brpwn,  John 
Chaadlei^  John  Claiborne,  Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Cov- 
ington, Richard  Cutis,  Eira  Baiby,  Ebenexer  Elmer, 
WilUam  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jamea 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew  Grega, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Seu 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Houf^h,  Nehemiah 
Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Loib,  Joseph  Lewis, 
junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Ificholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  .Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nichol- 
son, Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh.  Iptia  Rim  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Jacob  Richards,  John  itussell,  Peter  SaOly, 
Thomas  Sammona,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebeneaer 
Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  Joseph  Sunton,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Philip  S. 
Thompson,  Uri  Tsacy,  Ahram  Trigg,  PhUip  Van  Cott- 
landt,  Joseph  B.  Varaum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John 
WhitehUl,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickea,  Mar- 
maduke  Williama,  Aleiander  Wilson,  and  Jphn  Win- 
ston. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  strikeout  ^he  proviso  of 
the  bill,  which  motion  was  disagreed  to ;  when 
the  bill  wa^  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow — ayes  69. 


Tbitrsday,  February  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  South  Carolina, 
RicBARo  Winn,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
•House. 

Several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  were  presented  to  the 
House  and^  leaa,  nrayins  an  amendment  of  the 
second  section  of  tne  third  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  extends  the  judi- 
cial power  of  the  United  States  to  eontroversi^ 
between  citizens  of  different  States,  between  citi- 
zens of  the  same  State  claiming  lairds  under 
grants  of  different  Stages,  and  between  a  Stale,  or 
tne  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  States,  citizens, 
or  subjects. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whofe  Houae 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  bill  laying  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  oa  erery 
slave  imported  into  the  United  States,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith  stated,  in  a  more  detailed 
way,  the  obiectioos  previously  offered  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  and, moved  its  recommitment 
to  a  select  committee,  in  which  the  House  concur- 
red without  a  division. 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  about  12  o'clock: 
Whereupon,  the  galleries  were  cleared.  They 
remained  cleared  until  near  4  o'clock,  when  tne 
Hou^e  adjourned. 
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'  Friday,  February  7. 
A  memorial  and  petition  of  the  American  Oon- 
vention  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  slarery, 
signed  by  Grersham  Craft,  their  President,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  prayi&g  that  the 
act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  tenth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred,  entitled  I'An  act  m 
addifion  to  the  act  tb  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the 
slave  trade  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 

S'ace  or  country."  may  be  so  ikr  amended,  that 
e  forfeitures  therein  declared  may  inure,  one 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use*  of  the  informer,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  use  of  thetJnited  States;  that 
written  testimony,  taken  in  the  forkn  prescribed 
to  maintain  civil  stiits,  may  be  received  and  have 
effect  in  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  that  persons  convicted  of  offences 
against  the  said  act,  may  be  disqualified  to  hold 
any  office  under  the  Votteii  States. 

Referred  to  Messrs.  Findlbt,  Stanton,  Ely, 
Marion^  and  Nicholson^  to  examine  and  report 
their  opinion  theieupon  to  the  House* 

Mr.  Gregio,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
reported  that  it  was  expedient  to  pass  without 
amendment  the  bill  received  from  tne  Senate,  to 
repeal  so  much  of  an  act  to  regulate  a  grant  of 
land  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  Galliopolis,  as 
requires  the  actual  settlement  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Grboo  observed  that  tbe  committee  had 
been  induced  to  make  this  report  in  consequence 
of  the  terms  of  a  former  law  not  havine  been  com- 
plied with,  from  a  nuniber  of  Jraets  belonging  to 
minors,  ao^  from  several  tracts  being  so  broken  as 
not  to  admit  of  settlement ;  and  inasmuch  as  no 
condition  of  settlement  had  been  attached  to  any 
other  lands  Of  the  United  States.  ' 

The  House  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  the  House 
came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Buokedf  That  a  committee  be  aj^pointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  wliat  additional  psoTiBions  aie 
neeoseary  to  prevent  the  importi^on  of  slaves  into  the 
tenritories  of  the  United  States. 

A  committee  of  five  members  wera  appoittted. 

The  Housp  then  went  into  a  Comniittee  of  the 
Whole  an  the  bill  fiating  the  compensation  of  the 
afficera  of  the  two  Houses. 

At  the  instance  of  Mr^TALLMAncn,  the  bill  was 
so  modified  as  to  re|»eal  the  existing  law,  and  to 
ibrm.a  new  one,  fixmg  the  compensation  of  the 
respective  officers  at  their  present  rates,  excepting 
the  compensations  of  the  Sergeant-at«Arms,  and 
Doorkeepers  of  the  two  Houses,  which  are  fixed 
at  $950  a  year,  and  the  Assistant  Doorkeepers  at 
$900  each,  with  an  ii|hibition  to  make  anjr  addi- 
tion to  the  fixed  compensations  of  the  officers  by 
an  allowance  oat  of  the  contingent  fund.  - 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engi^o^ed  for  a  third 
reading  on  Monday-r-ayes.69. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CaowNiNSHiELD  the  House 
came  to  the  folio vriog  resolution : 

Rewhed,  that  th^  Secretaiy  of  the  TMasoiy  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  ex> 
posts  foom  the  United  Slates  iolall  tonign  goodSyWaMS, 


and  merchandin,  daiing'  the  last  three  years,  which 
have  not  been  paiticolarly  directed  to  be  i^ade  by  the 
resolution  of  the  third  and  fifth  instant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marion,  the  House  went  in- 
to a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  authorizing  the  imposition  of  a 
tonnage  duty  by  the  City  Council  or  Charleston. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  with  sundry  amendments, 
in  whioh  the  House  concurred,  and  ordered  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  residing  on  Men- 
day-^yes65. 

The  House. resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 
The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  .give  to  Tennessee 
power  to  perfeet  titles  to  lands  granted  hy  North 
Catolina,' agreeably  to  a  compact  between  the  .two 
States.  Having  passed  through  the  Committee 
without  amendment,  the  House  took  it  into  con- 
sideration :  when,  after  some  explanations  relative 
to -the  nature  of  the  bill»  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  on  Monday. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  lifiiB  said  he  had  long  been  of  opinion  that 
the  present  mode  of  keeping  the  Journal  of  the 
House  was  incorrect.  He  had  always  thought 
that  the  name  of  the  mover  of  every  proposition 
should  appear  on  the  Journal,  and  that  the  Jour^ 
aal  should  be  so  xept  aato  enable  the  people  to  be 
fully  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  their 
Represeatatives.  To  make  an  inquiry  on  this 
subject,  he  offered  the  foUowiog  resolutioa : 

Re9ohed,  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  standing  ndM 
and  orders  of  the  House  so  fiir  as  to  prescribe  the  mode 
of  heaping  the  Jonmal. 

Mff.  Smiub  considered  the  motion  as  unneoee* 
sary. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  agreed 
fo^ayes  65-*-and  a  oonimitiee  of  fi.ve  membem 
appointed^ 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph,  ameably  to^ notice  given  by 
him  yesterday,  made  the  following  motion : 

Ruohedyhythe  Senate  and  Shuee  of  Repneenta" 
Hvee  of  the  United  States  of  AmerieOi  in  Congress  as- 
semhied,  twhthirds  of  both  Houses  coneurrmg.  That 
thii  following  article  m  sabmitled-  to  the  Legislatnrsi 
of  the  several  States,  which,  w|ien  ratified  and  confirmed 
by  the  Legislatures  of  three-fourths  (tf  the  said  States, 
shall  be  valid  and  binding  as  apart  of  the  Constitution 
ofthe  United  States: 

The  Judges  of  the  Supreme,  and  ^1  other  eeuies 
of  the  United  Sutes,  shall  be  removed  ftem  offiee  by 
the  President,  .on  the  joint  address  of  both  Honses 
of  Congress  reqaestiBg  the  same. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  motion, 
it  was,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  ofthe  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  gave  notice  -that  he  ehould 
eali  up  this  motion  on  Tharsday. 
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NAVAL  PEACE  E8TAELI8HHENT. 

TheHouse  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  relative  to  a  Naval  Peace  Establish- 
ment. 

Mr.  Grego  explained  at  some  leng^th  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.  The  bill  he  said,  correspond- 
ed with  the  intimations  of  the  President  relative 
to  giving  an  opening  to  the  promotion  of  several 
officers  Who  had  greatly  distiogoished  themselves 
in  the  Mediterranean  service.  He  stated  that  the 
bill  cbntem plated  giving  the  President  power  to 
keep  in  service  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  able 
and  ordinary  seamen  and  boys,  making  two-thirds 
of  the  full  complement  of  six  frigates,  two  of  forty- 
four  ^uns,  two  of  thirty-six,  and  two  of  thirty-two ; 
that  It  contemplated  the  increasing  the  number 
of  captains  from  ten  to  thirteen ;  the  creation  of 
nine  masters  comtnandant,  and  the  increase  of 
lieutenants  from  thirtyysix  to  seventy-two.  This 
arrangement  was  proposed,  in  order  to  give  to  the 
young  officers  in  the  navy  that  rank  and  reward 
merited  by  them,  and  to  enable  the  doing  this, 
without  interfering  with  the  rules  of  promotion 
usual  in  the  naval  service.  * 

Mr.  Leib  spoke  against  the  feature  of  the  bill 
that  augmented  the  number  of  officers.  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  indeed,  a  pension  bill,  and  to  make 
la^ge  allowances  without  services  rendered.  It 
al50  contemplated  the  keeping  six  frigates  in  ser- 
vice, and  provides  for  them  thlrteisn  captains,  nine 
master-commandants  and  seventy-two  lieatenants. 
He  did  not  consider  the  Treasury  in  such  a  state 
of  overflow  as  to  justify  this  liberality. 

Mr.  Qrego  said  the  gentleman  had  misunder- 
stood his  remarks  as  weD  as  the  nature  of  the  bill, 
which,  so  far  from  directing  six  frigates  to  be  kept 
in  actual  service,  repealed  that  part  of  a  former 
law  which  contained  this  provision. 

No  motion  having  been  made  to  amend  the  bill, 
the  Chairman  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  therre- 
maininji  sections ;  When 

Mr.  GoLDSBORODGH  expressed  his  opinion  that 
the  bill  required  considerable  amendment,  and 
that  he  had  understood  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  that  its  provisions  were  not  consonant  to 
that  system  which  he  considered  the  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  service.  With  a  view  to 
obtain  fuller  information  relative  to  the  subject,  he 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

This  motion  obtained,  without  Opposition}  when 
the  Committee  rose  and  received  leave  to  sit  again. 


MoNOAY^  February  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Duncan  McFar- 
LAjfD,  from  No^th  Carolina,  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  French  in- 
habitants of  Galiiopolis,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,'^  was  read  the  third  tune  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  deelpiring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 


State  of  North  Cardlioa  was  read  the 'third  time 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  "An  act  to 
regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  officers 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentMives"  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Temnet,  one  of  the  members  for  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  presented  to  the  House  cer- 
tain resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  "  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States,  so  as  to  au- 
thorize and  empower  Congress  to  pass  a  law,  when- 
ever they  may  deem  it  expedient,  to  prevent  the 
further  importation  of  slaves,  or  people  of  color, 
into  the  United  States,  or  any  part  thereof/ 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Christopher  Greenup,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  transmitting  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  said  State,  together  with 
sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  Ohio  Canal 
Company ;  which  were  read  and  referred  to  Mr. 
Boyle,  Mr.  Dickson,  Mr.  T.  W.  Thompson,  Mr. 
J.  Morrow,  Mr.  Hastings^  Mr.  Trigg,  and  Mr. 
Darby  ',  that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

A  petition  of  John  G.  Macan  and  others,  man- 
agers on  behalf  of ''  the  Louisiana  Company,''  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praying  a  grant  of  the  public 
lands^  on  parts  adjacent  to  the  river  Mississippi, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Louis,  on  such 
t^rms  and  under  such  restrictions  as  Congress  may 
judge  [>roper  to  aid  them  in  establishing  a  colony, 
consisting  of  all  such  mechanics  and  professional 
characters  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  welfare  of 
the  intended  settlement. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  de- 
claring the  towtt  of  Jersey,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  delivery,  and  to  provide  for 
a  light-house  on  Wood  island ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  (>)minittee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next; 

Mr.  C,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  twenty-sevedth  of  December  last, 
a  resolution  of  the  House  "  to  inqitire  into  the  pro* 
priety  of  erecting  the  port  of  Newcastle,  in  the 
district  of  Delaware,  into  a  port  -of  entry,"  made 
a  report  thereon;  wnich  was  read, and  referred  to 
a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

On  m<3tion  of  Mr.  Dana,  . 
.  Re8olf>ed^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  i^hether  any  amendments 
should  be  made  in  the  standing  rules  of  the  House 
rdative  to  confidential  communications. — Refer- 
red to  a  compaittee  of  fiye  members. 

The  bill  declarinff  the  consent  of  Conjfress  to 
the  act  of  the  LegisUture  of.  South  Carolina  au- 
thorizing the  imposition  of  a  toonaRe  duty  hj  the 
City  Council  of  Charleston  was  r^d  a  third  time. 

Me^rs.  J.  Clat  and  Marion  supported,  and 
Mr.  Crown iNSBiELo  opposed  the  bill,  which,  on 
the  question  being  taken,  "was  paaied--yea8  52.  . 
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IMPORTATIONS  FROM  OR£AT  BRITAIN. 
Mr.  Nicholson  fai<|  he  wt»hed  to  lay  on  the 
table  a  resolution  relative  to  the  soh:«i$ftng  dtfllVr' 
enees  between  the  United  Siatea  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, on  which  several  resolutiont*  had  already 
been  offered.  When  this  saF^t  first  came  into 
notice,  at  an  early  period  of  the  iiesaion.  he  had 
foreseen  that  it  might  lead  to  the  tm>po5ition  of 
plans  which  might  deeply  aflfeet  th^  revenue  of 
the  Government.  He  was,  therefore,  anxiod^ 
that  it  m'ght  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  id  whose  hands  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  revenue  was  placed.  To  this 
oommittee  it  was  referred  in  the  first  instance. 
But  the  House  aAerwards  thought  fit  to  discbarge 
that  committee  from  Its  consideration,  and  to  re- 
fer it  10  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  thest^ie  or 
the  Union. 

Mr.  N.  observed  that  it  was  with  great  defer- 
ence that  be  undertook  to  offer  any  reKolutions 
embracing  objects  of  such  importance  as  the  dif- 
ferences t^tween  Great  Britain  and  this  country. 
If  the  subject  had  remained  with  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or  with  any  other  select 
committee^  a  set  of  resolutipns  in  a  digested  form 
might  have  been  expected,  and  it  might  have 
been  shown  in  what  manner  and  to  what  extent 
the  revenue  would  probably  be  affected.  When, 
however,  resolutions  were  offered  by  individual 
members,  it  was  impossible  to  offer  any  su^h  cal- 
culatioils,  and  the  subject  would  consequently 
come  before  the  House  m  an  undigested  form.  ^ 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  seen  two  propositions, 
neither  of  which  he  lilted.  One  was  a  resplutiot^ 
pffered  by  a  gemleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Gr£Oq.)  When  he  considered  that  our  importa- 
tions from  Great  Britain  amounted  annually  to 
about  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  the 
whole  of  this  trade  was,  according  to  the  propo 
sitioB  of  the  gentleman,  to  be  prohibited ;  and  it 
was  also  considered  that  the  average  amount  of 
duties  on  articles  imported  from  Ureat  Britain 
was  tw<  Qty  per  cent.,  it  would  at  once  be  seen 
that  the  mea»ure  would  affect  the  revenue  (o  the* 
amount  of  five  millions  annually. 

Nor  did  it,  in  offering  these  resolutions,  appear 
to  have  been  tak'en  into  view,  that  while  the 
measure  had  a  very  material  effect  on  the  reve- 
nue, it  had  likewise  an'  immediate  effect  on  thf 
habits  ot  our  citizens  who  consumed  goods  im- 
ported from  Britain.  With  regard  to  the  single 
article  of  cotton,  its  prohibition  would  operate  in 
three  different  wavs.  In  the  first  place,  the  wantM 
of  our  people  will  be  increased  in  proportion  to 
the  prohibition  of. cotton  goods;  in  the  secoftd 
place,  tiie  revenae  would  be  afll^oted  by  it ;  and 
in  the  last  place,  it  was  extremely  probable  thai 
the  foreign  demand  for  the  raw  material  we  fur* 
nf»b  would  be  considerably  dimiainhed.  A  sin- 
gle fact  would  evince  this  with  some  furce.  In 
the  year  1791,  rhere  were  exported  to  Liverpool 
64  bales  of  cotton ;  and  in  the  first  nfiic  munth^ 
of  1805  there  had  been  exported  to  the  same  placf 
93,000  bales.  This  would  show  what  the  eff-c 
might  be  of  the  prohibiiioa  of  the  imporiaiioa  ol 
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articles  manafactared  from  cotton  in  Great  Brit* 
ain  on  the  demand  fojr  the  raw  material  we  fur- 
nish. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  bad  seen  another  proposition,  not 
oifered,  indeed,  in  the  Hou^e  of. Representatives, 
but  eUewh^re,  (alluding,  it  is  supposed,  to  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  in  the  Senate.)  which  did  not 
eo  to  the  c;xtentof  the  motion  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  therefore  was  not  so  de- 
leterious in  its  effects,  but  which^  in  his  judgment, 
was  extremely  -objectionable.  This  proposition 
went  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  woollens  of  all 
descriptions,  linens,  nails,  hats,  lookioff-glasses, 
rum,  hardware,  slate,  salt,  coal,  boots,  shoes,  ritn 
bona,  silks,  plated  and  glass  wares* 

In  this  list  there  were  four  articles  of  great  im- 
portance with  which  we  are  supplied  from  Great 
Britain,  which  our  habits^  at  least,  have  enrolled 
on  theliM  of  necessaries^  and  with  which  we  can- 
not be  supplied  either  by  ourselves  or  by  other 
nations.  With  coarse  woollens  we  tire  supplied 
altogether  from  Great  Britain,  and  we  cannot 
procure  them  eNewhere.  Mr.  N.  said  he  had  taken 
some  pains  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  German 
manufavMures,  and  he  was  convinced,  from  the 
infiirmation  he  had  received,  that  we  could  get, 
neither  from  Germany  nor  Holland,  those  coarse 
cloths  which  art^  extensively  consumed  in  the 
Middle  and  Southern  States,  and  be  presumed 
throughout  the  whole  eouolry,  except  by  those 
who  moved  in  the  higher  walk^  of  liie.  In  Hol- 
land and  Brabant  there  were  some  such  manu- 
factures, but  they  were  too  narrow  to  supply  us 
with  any  considerable  quantity  of  them. 

That  kind  of  rum  which  we  derive  from  Ja- 
maica, Aotigua,  and  Barbadoes,  and  from  which 
a  large  revenue  is  obtained,  Mr.  N.  presumed  was 
not  to  be  got  elsewhere  \  as  the  whole  of  this  arti- 
cle which  was  imported  into,  the  United  States 
was  consumed,  and  no  part  of  it  exported,  it  fol- 
lowed of  course  that  the  revenue  would  be  dimin- 
ished in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  prohi- 
bition. 

The  manufactures  of  Birmingham  and  Shef- 
field, going  generally  by  the  name  of  hardwarei 
could  be  got  no  where  else.  The  whole  of  these 
imported  were  consumed  iq  the  United  States, 
and  their  prohibition  would  have  the  same  effect 
on  our  revenue. 

Of  salt,  which  was  imported  from  different 
countries,  and  which  amounte<f  annually  to  three 
and  a  half  million's  of  bushels,  not  more  than  the 
one-hundredth  part  Was  exported.  By  diminish- 
ing the  quantity  imported,  we  both  increase  the 
price  of  the  artitle  and  decrease  the  amount  of 
the  revenue. 

Mr.  N.  said,  that  the  course  which  seemed  to 
him  most  proper,  was  to  select  among  the  mantt« 
lactures  ol  Great  Britain  sacb  articles  as  we  im- 
port, from  thence,  and  can  supply  ourselves  with 
bjr  our  own  iiidnsiry,  or  obtain  from  other  coun- 
tries* Thi^  wiMiid  present  to  Great  Britain  a 
plan  that  would  at  once  be  seen  to  be  pcaeticable* 
By  laying  a  prohibitivo  on  the  importation  of  all 
articles  reeeived  from  Great  Britain  or  her  colo* 
niea  one  of  |.wa  eflkcu  m^  ensue*    fiitkcr  w« 
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shall  be  ]au(|rhecl  at  by  Great  Britain  and  other 
Buropean  Powers  for  adopting  a  'system  akoge- 
ther  impracticable,  because  we  cannot  adhere  to 
at ;  or  we  shall  fiirnish  to  her  Minister,  whose 
eharacter  fur  decision  is  well  known,  a  pretext 
for  sweeping  the  ocean  of  every  dollar  of  Amer- 
ican property  afloat  on  it. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  we  adopt  a  system  which 
U  practicable,  to  wbjfch  it  is  seen  that  we  can 
adhere  withcnt  injuring  ourselves,  and  which' 
will  mateipially  affect  Britain,  we  may  hope  that 
measures  will  he  taken  by  her  Government  for 
the  adjustment  of  our  diilereDees,  and  the  ren- 
dering u»  complete  justice. 

Mr.  N.  then  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Seaohedt  Thstfioip  and  after  the day  of —-^ 

Baxt,  tha  following  aiticles,  baitig  of  the  growth,  or  man- 
ulartares  of  Gieat  Britain  or  Inland,  or  of  any  of  the 
coloniea  or  dependencies  of  Qreat  Britain,  ought  to  be 
prohibited  ^y  law  from  being  imported  into  thtf  Unitad 
Slates,  or  into  the  territoriee  thereof,  via : 

All  articles  of  which  leather  is  the  materia]  of  <^ief 
value ;  all  articles  of  which  tin  or  brass  is  the  material 
of  chief  Tsloe,  tin  in  sheets  excepted ;  all  articles  of 
which  hemp  or  flax  is  the  material  of  chief  value ;  all 
articles  of  which  silk  is  the  material  of  chief  value ; 
woollen  cloths,  whose  invoice  prices  shall  exceed  — ^; 
woollen  hosiery  of  all  kinds;  window  glass,  and  all 
other  manufactures  of  glass ;  silver  and  plated  wares ; 
paper  of  every  description  ;  nails  and  spikes ;  hats ; 
clothing  ready  made ;  millmery  of  all  kind^ ;  playing 
cards ;  beer,  ale,  and  porter ;  and  pictures  and  prints. 

Mr.  Nicholson  concluded  by  remarking  that  he 
Would  not  undertake  to  say  that  he  had  made  the 
best  selection  of  articles.  It  was  with  great  di4S- 
dence  he  had  made  the  selectijoo.  He  would,  how- 
ever,offer  it  at  this  time,  that  gentlemen  might  give 
their  attention  tu  it,  a  lid  be  prepared  to  enter  on 
its  discussion  when  the  subject  came  before  the 
House.  He  submitted  these  propositions  at  this 
time,  to  avoid  any  delay  which  might  arise  from 
withholding  them  fill  the  House  should  have  en- 
tered upon  the  subject. 

This  resolution  was  immediately  considered 
by  the  House,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  O.  W.  Campbbli,,  certaiii 
resolutions  offered  on  the  3d  of  January,  1794^  by 
Mr.  Madison,  on  the  differences  at  that  time  sab- 
aisting  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WEST  INDIA  TRADE. 
Mr.  CvoWNiKSHiELD  said,  the  gentleman  from 
Marvland  (Mr.  Nioaoi^oif)  had  offered  aeverai 
resolutions  prohibiting  the  importation  of  sundry 
•nielea  of  Britiah  manafsetures  into  the  United 
States.  Mr.  O.  ob^rved  that  he  had  another  pro- 
ject which  he  wished  to  submit,  relative  to  our 
trade  with  the  Briiish  West  indies.  He  did  not 
mean  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  subject,  either  so 
•8  far  it  wasconrneeted  with  the  propositions  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Maryland,  or  with  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennaylvanta,  which  went  to  a 
nmeh  greater  extent.  But  with  regard  to  one 
Mea  axjicaned  bf  thafniiiamaA  itWk  Maryland, 


he  thought  it  proper  to  say  a  few  words.  That 
gentleman  bad  observed  that  the  proportion  of« 
fered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
affect  the  revenue  to  the  amount  of  five  mi^ 
lions  of  dollars;  and  therefore  iinprea^ted  U|ioa 
the  House  the  duty  of  being  extremely  caxitious 
in  taking  such  a  step^  Mr.  C«  said  he  did  not  be- 
lieve the  adoption  of  that  proposition,  would 
affect  the  revenue  to  any  auch  extent.  He  did 
not  believe  it  would  affect  the  revenue  to  the 
amount  of  a  million  cf  dollara.  Because,  al- 
though we  shotild  prohibit  the  importation  of 
British  gopda,  we  could  get  most  of  the  aame  ar- 
ticles from  other  countries.  We  get  aalt  frooa 
Cadiz,  and  Lisbon,  and  from  severalother  placeai 
Rum  oould  be  got  from  every  inland  to  the  Weat 
Indies ;  and  if  we  should  not  he  able  to  get  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  it  to  supply  our  wants,  we 
could  import  from  France  brandies,  which  will  be 
a  good  substitute.  We  may  also  get  woollens  from 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  every  article  on  the 
list,  perhaps  at  higher  prices.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, Mr.  C.  said,  bis  object  at  this  time  to  dia* 
cuss  the  merits  of  either  proposition.  His  chief 
object  was  to  offer  his  o^n  project^  which  related 
to  the  West  lodies.  Ever}  one  knows  that  those 
islands  are  dependent  on  the  United  States  for 
the  necessaries  of  life;  that  they  cannot  get  many 
important  articles  they  absolutely  want  from  other 
countries.  Every  one  knows  that  for  fi^h,  beef, 
pork,  and  lumber,  ihey  are  dependent  on  Us,  inaa- 
much  as  they  cannot  get  them  elsewhere.  How  ia 
the  trade  carried  on?  Great  Britain  has  adopted 
a  curious  commercial  principle,  bottomed  on  the 
principle  of  her  navigation  act ;  which  in  time  of 
peace  almost  amounts  to  a  prohibition  to  introduce 
into  her  i,<dands  any  articles  of  ours;  and  which 
in  time  of  war  opens  the  ports  of  a  feW  of  her 
islands  for  the  introduction  of  particular  articles 
(or  three  or  six  monttis.  Mr.  C.  said  he  wished 
to  see  this  trade  permanenily  open  to  the  citizena 
of  the  United  States.  He  thought  it  probable 
this  might  be  done  bv  the  ado4)tion  of  his  plan. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  bad  offered  a 
proposition  which  was  calculated  to  meet  in  part 
the  practices  of  Great  Britain.  The  fir^t  resolu- 
tion related  to  trading  to  the  West  Indieji  in  for- 
eign vessels^and  not  in  vessdsof  the  United  States, 
Every  one  knew  that  in  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  West  Indies  there  were 
either  none,  or  very  few  foreign  vessels. 

Mr.  C.  then  offered  the  followiog  resolution: 

Boohed,  That,  Irom  and  after  the  " day  of  — — * 

next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  he  exported 
irom,  or  imported  inlo^  the  United  Sutes  or  the  territo- 
ries thereof  in  any  ahip  or  vessel  whatever,  to  or  from 
any  European  colonies  or  settlements,  situated  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  continent  of  America,  or  its  adja- 
cent seas,  northward  of  the  Equator,  unless  the  impor- 
tation of  all  articles  of  the  growth,  prodoct,  or  mann- 
facture  of  the  United  States  and  ibeir  territories,  in 
American  bottoms,  is  at  all  times  admitted  into  the  said 
colonies,  or  settlements,  and  unless  the  exporUtion  «f 
the  productions  of  the  said  colonies,  or  settlements,  la 
permanently  allowed  in  American  bottoms  Irom  the 
same  to  the  United  Btata^  and  the  Isnitoriaa  \hmnol 
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The  rMdatbn  wm  eoa«idereA.  aod  r^fetred  lo* 
a  Coomiitiee  of  tbe  Wbale  od  the  s^aie  uf  the^ 
Uoioo,  aai  oedwed  to  be.prmlad. 

DRAWBACK. 

The  House  went  *bro  a  Comtnittee  of  the 
Whole  OQ  tbe-bill  (o  eitend  the  time  for  uikini; 
•the  oatk,  aod  giving  boo4  in  cases  of  drawback, 
and  for  other  purposes. 
•    Oa*the  seooQd  necitoa,  which  is  as  fellows: 

<»Thal  Ihe  Secrelfliy  «f  the  TfMniy  be»  tnd  heie 
^wpeby  aatbomid  ^mdompiiiwmmd  to  «tMid  the  heiMftt  of 
^r— fach»m  c—is  which  liave  happened  «faic»ii|o  pM- 
fltgeof  the  act  of  Match  2, 17M,  eatitlad,  **Au  tstt  to  reg- 
•^viale  theealleotioB  ef  dulie*  on  impQrU.and  toaaage/' 
wbekie  ilM  perHMis>elaimiBg  aaeh  benefit  btfe  ouiUted 
«t»  tkke  tbi  datb  and  giae  bond  withia  tb«  ten  days 
proscribed  by  law:  Pnmided,  The  Secrelary  of 'the 
.TflDssury  shall  be,  satiafted  t)iat  such  oiaissien  was 
caused  by  uaawdable  accident,  and  that  oo  fcaad  was 
intended  thereby  fo  beeommitted  against' the  revenue 
Jaw»of  the  United  Slates;  and  provided, ahki,  that  sat- 
isfactory, proof  ahall  be  exhibited  to  h«a  that  the  goeds, 
wares,  aod  iperobaadise,  on  which  Ihe  drawbaokis 
dained,  have  been  landed  witboat  the  liiaits  of  the 
.Unit^  States.    .  .    . 

A  long  debate  enaoed,  wh  ich  -com i  n  oed  befood 
tbe  usoal  hAwr  of  adjoarnment,  in  which  Messrs. 
J.  CtaY,  L^ta,  Elmer,  ffionoLaon,  CkowNiN- 
-afltCLD,  N.  WiLLiAMB,  and  Sloan  supported; 
and  Messrs.  Holland  Clare,  J.  C.  Smith.  Jack 
SON,  BiDtrsLt.^  poNHAD,  Maoon,  and  "Smilie,  op- 
jposed  the  section. 

When  the  qaesticn  was  taken  on  the  strikin|^ 
oat  the  section,  aod  carried— ^yeas  70. 

Tbe  second  and  third  sections,  bottoroedon  the 
second,  were  abo  struck  out. 

The  ComcniUee  lb  en  ro^ie  and  reported  their 
disagreemei^t  to  ail  tbe  sections  ezeept  tbe  firat. 
Tbe  QoMse  immediately  conaidered  ibe  leport. 

Mr.  J.  Cf.  Smitb  spoke  in  fa voriaad  Mr.  CiiawM- 
iNaawbtt  against  coneofring  in  it;  when  tbe 
ifiottBeJudj^oamMl  wMhout  comiag  io«  daciaion. 

TuE$DAV,  S'ebrnaTy  11.  *     * 

MrJ*C.  Smltb.  ffom  iIm  €o«HM;itiae4>f  Claims, 
wraaeatad  a  bili  tor  tha  lelief  of  the  Gk>iarBob-, 
Judiiai^«ad  Saoratarf  of  the  Indiana  TjettiUMf  $; 
•wifciek  apas  read twisce  awdeoaiaiiwad  taaCom- 
-»iiiae  of  tbe  Whale ixMoarrow. 

>Mr.  S.,  firom  the  eame  eommirt^e)  to  nrhom' 
^was  referred  oH  the  fifteenth  liUinao,  the' memo- 
rial oF  Peter  Landais,  made  a  report  thereon;, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  leferre^  to  a^ 
Cumtnittee  of  tbe  Whole  to  morrow. 

A  message  from  tiie  Senate  informed  tbeHoqse 
that  tbe  Senate  baVe  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tbe  relief  of  Setb  Harding,  late  a  captain 
in  the  Navy  of  tbe  Uuiied  Stalest  i^  to  wbiob  ihey 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Tha  bill  sent  from  Uie  Senate,  eatM led  ^'Anaat 
for  the  relief  of  Seih .  Harding^  late  ,a  captain  in 
abe  Nivy  of  tbe  United  SUates,''  was  read  twice 
fHadxomauttefl  to  a  Comotiltea  af.the  Wkole  lo- 
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HoQse  tliat  the  €(eoate  bav«  passed  a  billfeniiiled 
**An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
th«  toam  of  Oincinaati,  and  State  of  Obioy'  and 
alao,  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  provision  for 
the  compensation  of  witae«ses  who  attended  tba 
trial  of  ibe  inkpeaobaieiK  of  Samuel  Cbase;;^  to 
whieh  f  hef  desire  the  eoneurreoie  nf  this  Ho«t^. 
.  The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,«n titled  '*An  aet 
aathortcing  the  «ale  of  a  tract  of  land  in  ihe  town 
of  Cincinnati,  alKl  Siat«>  of  Ohio,''  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Cbmmittee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

The  bill  sent  fipm  the  Senate,  entitled  '''An  ait 
makibg  provision  for  the  compensation  of  wit- 
nesses who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
of  Samuel  Chase,"  was  read  twice  and  comhnit- 
ted  tp  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
was  committed,  pn  the  fifth  instant,  tbe  bill  mak-  - 
ing.an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  wit- 
nesses, and  other  expenses,. on  the  impeacbmeiit 
of  Samuel  Chase. 

.  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  TreaaiuT 
cause  to  be  primedfor  the  nse  of  the  members  of 
both  Hoasex,  the  report  to  bemade  to  this  House, 
in  pursaaoce  of  the  several  resotocioos  of  ibe 
House,  passed  on  iha  third,  fifth,  and  eevekitb  day  a 
of  tbe  present  mvnth.  ' 

DRAWBACK. 
Tha  Htmsa  took  up  the  uafinisbed  'businees  of 
f esterday,  being  the  report  of  a  Committee  of  the 
arhole  House,  to  strike  out  (he  ^d,  Bd  and  4ih  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  to  extend  fhe  time  f^r  faking  the 
oath,  and  giving  bond  in  cases. of  drawback,  and 
for  other  purposes.    The  sections  are  as  follows ; 

«3«c.  2.  And  be  Ufivrther  emuied,  Tbat  the  &9^ 
retaryof  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  kereby  ia,  autbAf- 
iaed  aod  empowered  to  aztend  the  benefit  of  diawbaeky 
in  casea^  which  have  b^jmened  since  the^pasjiage  of^ 
act  of  the  second  day  i»r  March,.  Ia.  the  year  KMie  tbeu- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ntnety-iune,aDlit(ed  **An  met 
to  regulate  the  coUectioapf  duties  on  importa  and  (aa- 
na^e/'  where  tbe  persons  claiming  such  benefit  hare 
omitted  to  take  the  oath  and  give  bond  wiibin  the  ten 
days  pr^ribed  1)y  law:  Provided,  The  Secretary  of 
the  Ti^easniy  shall  be  satisfied  that  such  omission  was 
caused  by  unavoidable  accident,  and  that  no  fraud  waa 
Intended  thereby  to  be  committed  against  tbe  revenoe 
laws  of  the  United  States.  And,  prwided  abo,  That 
satisfactory  proof  shall  be  exhibited  to  him  that  tha 
goods,  warea,  and  merchandise,  en  wbidi  the  drawback 
is  claimed,  have  b^n  iapded  without  the  limits  of  tha 
United  States. 

«*8tc.  9.  And  be  ii  farther  enacted,  That,beibre  re- 
lief shali  be  granted  by  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasuiy 
as  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons  applying  for  tM 
same  ahall  take  the  oath  and  give  bond,  in  like  manner 
mi  is  now  reqaiied  by  law.    • 

"8bc.  4.  And  be  itfuHher  enacted.  That  sethiag 
in  this  act  eonta'ned  shall  lie  eenstraed  to  extend  the 
allowaaee  of  drawback  upon  any  goods,  wares,  aad 
merchandise,  which  tiava  been  beietofore  exported  to 
New  Orteans,  and  upon  which  the  drawback  may  ea- 
aiain,  at  this  time,  unpaid." 

On  coneurridng  in  ibis  report  a  lengthy  debale 
eoaued,  Mesers.  Joan  C.  Smra,  iaoaaoN,  Bed- 
iiaaaa,  imd  HoLjbaiiB^apoka  ia  iavar  of  eoncac- 
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LimiU  of  (horgia. 


Februaiiy.  1805. 


Hoc;  aod  Mefi«r«.  Lbib.  CRowNUfSHisLD,  New- 
ton. Broom,  J.  Clat,  and  Ei^br,  againnt  con 
.currios  in  ihe  report.  When  ibe  question  was 
.laken  by  y'R»  and-Dayii.  on  concurrence,  and  ear- 
ned— yeas-71,  nays  45,  as  follows: 

TiAS— WilKa  Alston,  jr^,  Issao  Anderson,  Barwell 
Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Bilas  Betten,  Barnabas 
Bidwell,  Wilii9m  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  John 
Boyle,  Joarph.Biyan,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casey, 
John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden^Christopher Clark, 
MatU^w  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Sanuei  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jr.«  Willism  Dickson,  Eiias  £arle, 
James  BlUot,  Caleb  £Uis,  William  Ely,  John  W,  ISppes, 
James  M.  Garnett;  Charles  Goldsborough,  Petarsou 
Goodwyn,  Ed^in  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  Hamil- 
ton, William  Helms,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight, 
'Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Duncsn  McFarland,  Patrick  Msgru- 
'der,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Oidoon  Clin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Rca  of  Prnnsyl- 
tanta,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomss 
Banmons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
James  Sloan,  John  Bmilie,  John  Cotton  Bniith,  John 
Braith,  Henry  Bbnthard,  Thomss  t^palding,  Richard 
fiCanlbrd,  Benjamin  Tallmadga,  David  Thomaa,  Philip 
R.  Thompson,  Tbomaa  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
Killian  K«  Van  Rensselser,  Joseph  (B.  Varnum,  Peleg 
Wadswortb,  Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R.  Williams, 
Aleiande^  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Win- 
aton. 

Nats— John  Archer,  David  Bard.  Joaeph  Bak-ker, 

Fhanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,.  Jamea  M.  Broom, 

John  Claiborne,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 

.Richard   Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  PeUr  Early,  Ehenezer 

Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 

Bilas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  Michael  Leib,  Henry  W.. 

'Livingston,  Matthew   Lyon,  Robert   Marion,  josiah 

-Maatera,  Willism  MeCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jere- 

'Irtiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremfah  Nelson, 

•Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John  Pugh, 

Jesiah  Qniney,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jacob  Richards, 

-  'John  RasselH  O'Brien  Bmith,  Samuel  Smith,  Joseph 

0iattton,   Samnel  Taggart,    Philip  V.an    Cortlandt, 

i^aniel  C.  Verplanck,  John   Whitehill,   Marmaduke 

Williama,  Nathan  WiUiams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb  paid  he  had  a  report  to  make 
which,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  re- 
quired the  galleries  to  be.  cleared.  They  were 
accordingly  cleared  for  a  few  minutes;  when  the 
House  adjourned. 

WfiDNBBDAT,  PebTuary  12. 

Mr.  Grego,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  eleventh  in- 
atanty  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "^  An 
act  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Cin<;innati,  and  State  of  Ohio,  reported  to 
the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same,  witboat 
«n<*ndment. 

Ordered,  That  the  aaid  bill  be  reoommitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  P;  R.  Thompson  reported  a  bill  nuthorie- 
iusi  ^^^  erection  of  a  bridge  Acro9S  the  Potomac, 
within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  re 
ierred  to  a  (*omraitteeof  the  Whole  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Maoruobr  presented  a  petition  from  aun- 
dlry  tjahabitaiits  of  Oeorgeiowiii,  praying  thai  if 


Congress  determine  to  aoihorke  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  acrosa  the  Potomae,  it  may  be  at  a  point 
above  Georgetown.-— Referred  to  the  aame  Uum- 
miitee. 

LIMITS  pr  GEORGIA. 
Mr.  SpAl.nI^o,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  oa  the  thirteenth  ultimo,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Leeihlature  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  read, as  follows : 
The  coamittee  to  whom  was  refaned  the  memorial  of 
the  Legialature  of  the  Stale  oi  Georgia,  reapecting 
disputed  limita  between  that  Sute  and  the  State  of 
.North  Carolina,  having  taken  inU>  considemtion  the 
Boaticrof  the  said  ^memorial,  as  wall  aa  anoh  informa- 
tion aathe  documents  attached  to  the  memorial  and 
former  reports  made  to  this  Heuae  affi>rd,t>eg  leave 
to  subaut  the  foUowing  leport : 
Between  the  latitude  of  86  degi^es  north,  which  is 
the  souiliem  boundsry  claimed  by  North  Carolina,  an«l 
the  northern  boundary  of  Georgia,  as  settled  by  a  con- 
vention between  that  State  an<f  South  Carolina,  inter- 
veirea  a  tract  of  country  supposed  to  be  about  twelve 
miles  wide,  from  north  to  south,  and  ettendingin  length 
from  ihewesterA  boundary  of  Georgia,  at  Nicajack,  on 
the  Tennessee,  to  her  northeastern  limits,  on  the  Tu- 
galo.    This  tract  waa  consc^oentty  within  the  limits  of 
South  ( *arolina.  and  in  the  year  1787  it  waa  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  who  accepted  the  cession.    This  terri- 
tory remained  in  possession  of  the  United  States  until 
1802,  whep  it  was  ceded  to  the  State  of  Georgia.    Prom 
the  moat  correct  intbrmation  relative  to  the  said  terri- 
tory, it  appears  that  it  is  inhsbited  by  about  800  souls, 
snd  (to  adopt  the  words  of  a  former  report)  it  is  not 
shown  at  what  period  they  made  the  settlement,  nor 
had  they  any  title  to  the  land  on  which  they  settled 
and  made  improvements.    No  such  title  indeed  could 
have  been  created,  as  those  lends  remained  within  the 
boundary  of  the  Cherokees  until  the  year  1798,  when 
a  p&rt  of  this  territory  was  purchased  by  a  treaty  held 
at  Tellioo.    It  does  not  sppear  that  the  tines  that  bound 
the  tract  ot  land  in  question,  and  divide  it  from  Caro- 
lina, have,  ever  been  established  by  pubKe  authority. 
.  After  the  transfer  of  this  territeiy  by  the  United  Statea 
to  Georgia,  the  I^egislaturaof  that  Sute,  in  compliance 
with  the  earnest  request  of,  those  self-governed  people* 
praying  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  participate  in  the 
€in\\  righta  enjoyed  in  oommon  by  the  people  of  the 
United  Statea,  passed  an  ttct  in  Oie  year  180S  to  ol^ 
ganiae  the  mhahited  part  of  Ihe  territory^  and-  to  fnraa 
it  into  a  oaunty,  authoriBoig,  at  Ibe  saase  time,  the  Gov- 
ernor to  appoint  eonuniasionera,  to  meet  anch  eenunia- 
aioaeaa  aa  ahoold  be  appointed  by  the  Uoveenmeat  of 
North  Carolina,  to  aacertain  and  plainly  mark  the  line 
dividing  this  territory  from  North  Csrolina.    The  Gov- 
ernor of  North  Carolina  expressed  a  readiness  to  accede 
to  the  proposition,  under  the  provisions  of  a  former  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  but  clogged  with  a  con- 
dition which  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  refused 
to  depart  from,  and  which  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
refused  to  accede  to.    Her  reason  may  be  found  in  a 
letter  from  General  Pickens,  of  the  State  of  South  Car- 
olina, attached  to  a  report  made  to  the  House  respect- 
ing that  territory  while  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
The  letter  sUtee,  that  befbre  the  people  inhabiting  that 
territory  settled  on  the  landa,  it  was  surveyed,  and  grants 
obtained  for  moat  part  of  it  from  die  Slate  of  Nonh 
Carolina,  snd  prol»ably  by  men  who  cared  Lttle  whe- 
ther thalaad  waa  within  the  Indian  dai^oriha  limiti 


457 


mSTOET  OF  0ONGRBS8. 


458 


Fbbrdart,  1806. 


Dhtrict  of  Qdumbia^BHlwh  AgcreMioru. 


Ro^a. 


of  South  Ctfolimu  Toifr  committee  conceif^  that  tl^ej 
hare  no.  right  to  enter  iaio  the  ffaeluigt  of  either  of  the 
pertieet  or  to  pronounce  upon  the  justioe  of  the  eomii" 
tion  made  bj  If  orth  Carolina  on  the  one  part,  ter  its 
TBJectkih  hy  (}eorgia-o«i  the  other,  and  have  tliante« 
confined  their.. attentioo.  to  that,  pflt  of  the  memorial 
-which  eaUa  upon  Goligreae  to  define  and  mark  oat  tba 
thirty-fifih  degree  of  Jatt|ade— the  hue  irhtch  North 
Oarohna  admits  to  bound  her  State  qpon  the.  aonth 
and  north  of  which  Georgia  ran  have  no  claim  of  ter^ 
ritory*  Your  committeo,  after  giving  to  Ihia  point  the 
Bioet  deliberate  conaideration^  are  of  opinion  thait  the 
United  State*  are  bouitd,  in  food  faith,  to  nae  thW' 
friendJj  offices  with  the  State  of  North  CiroKna  for 
obtaining  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  limits  of  the 
territory,  which  they  have  tranalerred  to  6eorgia«  in  al^ 
parts  where  each  limits  may  be  disputed.  • 

Tour  committee,  thetefiwe,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  fal- 
lowing resolution :        ' 

Huahetk  That  the  President  of  the  ^United  Stotes. 
bo  nnthorised  to,  appoint  %  commiasioneri  tor  meet  sudi 
oommisaio&eni  afi  nm  be  appointed  by  the  States  of 
North  Oaroltna  imd  GM^rgia,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining and  running  the  linA  which  divides  the  terri- 
tory transferred  by  the  United  Stotes  to  QeocgU»  £»»» 
North  Carolina. 

The  repurt  was  read,  and  r^ferr^d  to  a  CooiiaU* 
t^  of  the  Whole  Hoose  oo  Friday  next. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  Sm ILIB  Hubmilted  the  foiU>wiiig  resolutions: 
<«  RtioUffid,  That  it  is  Ozpedient  for  Congress  to  tev 
cede  to^e  State  of  Maryland  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
fwrt  of  the  TerntOQr  of  Columbia  which  was  ceded  to 
the  United  Steles  by  the  said  Stote  of  Maryland,  by  an 
act  paased  the  nineteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
one  thousaftd  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  entitled 
'  An  act  concerning  the  Territory  of  Columbia  and  the 
City  of  Washington  r*  provided  the  said  Bute  of  Ma- 
ryland shall  consent  and  agree'  thereto. 

^  Ruohtdy  That  it  is  expedient  for  Congress  to  re- 
code  to  the  Stote  of  Virginia  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
part  of  the  Territory  of  Columbia  which  was  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  the  silid  Stoto  of  Virginia,  by  an 
met  passed  the  third  day  of  December,  ia  tbeyear  one 
thousand  soven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  bntitled'<  Ao 
act  lor  the  cession  of  ten  miles  square,  or  aay  lesser 
f  aantity  of  territoty,  ssithii^  this  Stote,  to  the  United 
8taaaa»  in  CoagtiesB  assaatbled,  for-  the  peimanent  seat 
of  the  General  Government  a'  provided  the  said  Stote 
of  Virginia  shall  consent  .and  agree  thereto." 

Mr*  Smilib  stated  he  had  two  objects  in  view 
in  offering  these  resulatioo^.  >  The  hF»t  was,  that 
Congress  mi^ht  be  diviested  of  that  multiplicity  of 
baslaesa  which  aruse  fnona  the  siiaattoo  of  the 
territory,  which  would  increaae  with,  the  growth 
of  population  and  ibe  pros^ressof  society^  The 
other  reason  was  stilt  more  important. '  He  wished 
to  see  the  people  of  the  District  restored  to  their 
political  rights,  the  drpriiratioo 'of  which  Wasio 
liim  a.matter  of  great  regret,  and  which  could  not 
be<  remedied  until  there  was  i  decided  change  in 
their  Kitttaticm.  Alludiog  lothe  appr^htfimion  of 
the  iobabitaDts  that  thitf  measure  wae  cooneoted 
vrttfa-  a  removal  of  the  seat  of  Gorermneht,  he 
declared  that  this  was  not  his  object ;  he,  on  the 
cootmry,  bvMeved  the  meaHure  would  he  highly 
besafiaiai lathe  City  of  VKaakiagtoiu 


Oo  considering  the  resolutions,  the  House  dn 
vided — *yes  43,  noes  36. 

Mr.  SMrue  moved  a  reference  of  them  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wbote  on  the  first  day  of  March. 

Mr.  Lewis  mored  their  postponement  indefi-^^ 
nitely.' 

Mr.  Lyon  hoped  an  immediate  decision  woald' 
be  had  upon  them. 

Mr.  SljOAN  hoped  some  tine  would  be  allowed 
previous  to  their  deeisioo. 

The  Huuse  determined  to  refer  them  to  a  Com^ 
mitten  of  the  Whole — ayes  56. 

Mr.  Conrad  moved  their  being  made  the  order 
for  the  first  Monday  in  August;  which  motihit 
was  disagreed  to— ayes  44,  noes  56* 

Then  oo  the  first  Monday  of  Maf.  Lost-—- 
ayes  39. 

Mr.  NioaoLsoN  moyed  Monday  next.  He  said' 
therrwas  much  important  boHiness  relatitre  to  the 
territory  before  the  Houset  and  ifihe  propositioaa* 
of  retrocessroa  were  permitted  to  remain  unacted 
on,'they  would  supersede  all  attaotiootb  thet>ther 
obUcrs. 

Mr.  SifiLie  aequiesoi qg  in  making  the  Tesohi- 
tiont  the  order  for  Monday  aext,  t£e  House  «o 
determiiwd  wijtliout  dif  iston. 

BItlTISH  AGGRESSIONS. 

Mr. 6u)AN.->'Mr. Speaker!  Itsustlftmcorrecf^ 
first,  iti  saying  that  tbe  Reproentoiires  of  the 
people,  in  Congress  assembled; are  the  only  triba*' 
nal  to  whom  they  can  look  for  redress  of  national 
grievances  aad  protection  in  their  nati<inal  righte; 
a»d  secoadlr,  that  every  m^mberjas  atoih.nfoneut 
part  of  the  Natimial  Legislature,  had  a  fight  to  in-' 
troduee  reeolbtiqns  in  sueh  form  as  he  may  thiakr 
best  calculated  to  redress  existing  grievaUces,  of 
secure  them  from  future*  insult  and  mjury.  • 

iNotwhhstanding  several  eesblatioas  have  been 
laid  oa  the  table  respectiog  the  impressioent  of 
olir  seamen  by  the  commaadefsof  Bri^sh  armed* 
vessels,  aad  their  depredacii/us  on  our  commereei 
I  have  seen  none  whiob  I  consider  fully  adequate 
to  the  parpose  proposed,  or  couched  in  that  firm 
and  deeisi re,  language  that  Icoaceire  the  aarnre 
of  Che  ease  requires.  ^  Under  this  impression,  i  beg* 
leave  to  olier  a  resolutton ;  and.  previous  therete^ 
ask  the  iadulgeUca  of  the  House  to  offer  a  lew 
reasoee. 

Are  not  the  people  calling  on  Us  from  almost 
every  part  of  the  Union  ?  Previous  to  my  leaving 
home  to  attend  this  session,  1  expected  tbe  im- 
pressment of  our  seaihen  by  British  armed  vessels, 
and  ,their  depredations  oil  our  commerce,  would 
have  been  taken  up;  bMt,  to  my  astonishment, 
more  than  ten  weeks  havcelapsted,  and  we  era 
only  prepafio^  to  discuss  ibis  important  subject. 
Is  tbisfirivingimmediateatteotioa  to  the  sufferings 
of  our  conKtituents?  But  what  astonishes  mc^ 
.still  more  is,  that  by  conversation  I  have  had 
with  some  inerabers,  they  appear  yet  unprepared 
to  do  anything  decisive. 

One  iueipber,  (Mr.  Nicholson  )  who  offered  a 
resolution  two  days  past,  objected  to  a  former  rea- 
^olution  offered  by  a  gentleman  from  Peousylvania«r 
(MY..QaaQ6i>  fronaaappcaheoaiea  that.i(  wot^A^ 
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injure  our  revenue $5,000,000.  [HereMr.  Nich- 
olson explained,  slating  that  he  hud  only  8aid 
that  it  would  aftrcl  it  to  that  amount.]  Another 
merober,  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Crownin-' 
bAiblo,)  well  aequainted  with  utereaatile  busi- 
ness supposed  it  would  not  injure  ii  more  tlian 
^.000.000. 

But  I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  however  pleasing 
ifcfDttjp  be  tb  see  our  debt  dimiikishing^fid  our  rev- 
enue inc leasing,  the  fear  of  diminQtkm  of  revenue 
'  will  never  deter uke  Congress  of  the  Uoited  States 
from  supporting  their  natron*!  rightsi  .1  hope  we 
shall  not  shrink  from  a  temporary  evil,  to  procure 
a  great  and  permanent  benefit. 

In  hearing  the  conveet4itioa  of  aotne  members 
out  of'daors«  and  observing  the  delay  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  Houee,  this  query  is  ei-torted^ 
fkHB  iDe :  Where  is  the  sptrit  that  actuared  the 
noble  patriots  of  Seventy-six,  at  the  risk  of  life,  to 
OMOse  the  unjust  iggresaioat  of  Oreat  Brhatn? 
U«B  it  fled  from  our  latkd,  or  ia  it  oi^ly  sleeping  Q 
i.bope  the  latter  $  and  that  it  may  speedily  awaJEej 
refre&ihed  and  invigorated  by  its  long  nap. 

But,  perfaapii.>8*me  may  conclude  that  I  wish  to 
involve  the  UiUi^d)  States  in  war.  Gad  forbid  1 
I  want  to  prevent  war  with,  those  horfid  enginea 
made  to  destroy  the  human  sj^ecies.  I  want  to 
prevent  it  by  <hjrng  to  all  nationis'  a*9  we  would 
they  akonid  do  unto  ua.  Are  wo  so  doin^  wlillst 
we  permit  em  of  the*  belligerent  Powers  to  iva* 
press  and  keep  on  board  her  vessels  of  war  threS; 
tboosand  of  oor  >  seameB,  to  assist  in  ftgfaiing  her 
liaciles  with  other  belligereni  Powers  in  anity  arnd 
peace  with  us  1  I  want  the  United  States  to  treat 
Gfareat  Britain  «s  they  wonid'  treat  an  individeaJ,, 
who.  in  his  dealings,  had  evidently  been  unjust; 
break  off  afl  intercourse  until  reparation  ia  made 
for  past  injorie?.  and  secuiky  oi  venr  that  they  shall 
Bat  be  repeat^  in  futave.  This  line  of  oonducr, 
Iieoneesve,'  instead  of  producing  -  war,  woo-ld  be 
the  most  oertaan  means  of  secnring  a  peraumenl 
and  leering  peace.  In  the  present  state  of  Europe, 
cnaCkeat^itain  do witbodt  onr  trade  ?  Cevtaio- 
\f  she  ennnottf  It  is  probable  that  Bonapairte  has, 
ere^tbis  time,  prohibited  her  trade  with  a. eonaiid 
erahle  part  ok  Burope.  Thus  cirenmstanced — 
trembling  for  her  very  existenee-^if  we  make  a 
firm,  densovined  demand  for  reparation  of  dam- 
ages', my  opinion  is  that  she  dare  not,  that  she  can* 
dot)  or  will  not  refuse.  ",     ■ 

1  wiH  not  detain  the  Houa^,  at  tbis  time,  with  a 
nfOte  detailed  investigation  of  the  subject ;  but, 
knowing  it  to  be  the  desire  of  many  of  our  constit- 
lierrts,  and  hoping  that,  opon  a  full  examination,  it 
will  be  the  determination  of  this  House  to  adopt 
Qtfh  and  decisive  measures  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining redress  for  rnjaries  ^stained,  and  to  pre- 
lum the  fike  in  future,  I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion, lioping  the  House  will  commit  it  to  a  Com- 
xtotitf-e  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  Of  the  Union  : 

Whereas  the  eommandets  of  British  armed  vessels 
have  impressed  many  American  seamen,  a!nd  cotnpeiled' 
them  to  bear  arms*  on  board  Said  vessels,  aiid  asvist  in 
fighting  dieir  battles  with  nations  in  amity  and  peace 
wWi  the  United  States';  and,  also,  broagfat  into  British 
{tails  ibr  adfidisatien)  miay  masJkint  veisala  sailhig 


under  the  iag,  and  owned  by  eitisensof  the  said  Ual^ 
ted  States,  where  some  ha^  been  a  long  time  uofustly 
dstsined,  and  others  coodeauied,  osnArary  to  jtttiofr' 
and  the  law  of  nations «  -  For  remedy  whereof 

RaoiMii  Thni  in  case  the  Government  of  Oieat 
Britain  sfasli  neglect,  or  rsfiwe,  iof  -^-~  months,  to  n^ 
store  all  AaMrioan  seamen,  impressed  snd  detained  as 
albresaid,  snd  also  disehfrgeail  AmemcaA  veassls*  d»» 
tahMd  eontiary  ta  the  Isw  of  natioasv-  making  conqpea*^ 
Bsiion  for  the  loss  enstainsd  by  such  detention,  and 
also,  for  ihoss  condemned  as  priass ;  ail  trade  and  in* 
teraoarse  sliidl  theaeelbfth  ceases  and  br  prohibilsd'  be- 
tween these  Unitod  States  And  Grest  Britain  and  it* 
dependeaeies,  unftfl*  equitaUs  srtangsments  shall  be 
msde  between  the  two-  GOvemmenls  that  shaft  insure 
a  return  or  oOnspensatiaft  t>r  the  ptopevty  nojostly 
seized  and  condemned ;  and  alsov  the  vesSomtion  of 
Aaneiieaa  ssamcn  to  l&betty  and  their  country.  Pro- 
vided also,  that  Upon  snch  arrangemetfts  being  nade^ 
the  President  of  4fae  United  States  shall  have  power, 
by  prodamstion,  to  opsn  trade  and  comaieree»  npoai: 
the  principle  of  sock  eqnitabia  avanganieBta  hetwesai* 
the  said  United  States  and  Gasst  Britain  and  her 
depandsttBies. 

Tbis  retolu^oif  nHis  immediately  conrsidered, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  ibie  sinte  of  the  Union. 

PORT  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

On  the  mutioa  of  Mr.  J.  Clat,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whot^  on 
the  Mil  deefurirtg'  the  conisent  nf  Coojgress  td  ta 
act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  entitled  *'An 
act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Warden^^  for  the* 
port  of  Philadelphia  to  epilect  a  certain  duty  on 
tonnage,'for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned.'' 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  imposition  of  four  cents- 
a  too  on  all  vessels  clearing  ou^  of  the  port  of  Phil- 
adelphia, for  any  foreign  port,  to  be  expended  ixk 
building,  piers  in,  9od  otherwi)>e  improvioj^  the 
navigatiQo  oi  the  Delaware.! 

On-  this  bill,  a  debate  olTcoAsiderabLs  langihi 
arose;  Mesar&  J.  Ci^t,  Finoiiev,  LBiB,and  M^n^t 
ION  supporting,  and  Messrs.  J.  C.  SuvrUfCAO^fm* 
iiiniiJlBi*n,  ^uior^  and  Elys  opposing  il«. 

k .Vv«8  opposed  on  two  0rsulMl»«f-<m  the  gronnd* 
of  «n<*onstrtQtronnlify  aMlia«ipedieney.  On  the 
forraef  frannd,  it  was  eontefided  chat  the  imper- 
a^tidn  of  the  propoMed*  duty  wna  Tiihi%fted  by  that 
provision  of  the  Consritifiion'  which  prescribes 
that,  '*  no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regala- 
'  tioo  of  coeamerce,  or  revenue,  to  the  portrof  ooa 
estate  over  those  of  another;"  that  the  object  Of 
the  bill  was,  to  ky  a'  special  tax  for  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia— *  which  would 
be  giving  a  p«*elerence  to  that  port  over  the  ether 
ports  in  the  United  States  ;  that  instead  of  doiag^ 
this,  in  case  the  navigiuioii  of  tiic  Delaware  re^ 
quired  improvement^  which  was  feasible,  the  bet* 
ter  way  would  he,  to  drnwa-sttm  for  this  piArpose 
f^om  tike  general  Treasury.  It  was^  howeves, 
contended  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  make  nny 
provision  whatever  for  this  purpose,  aa  it  was  ec^ 
tremely  dtoobtful  whether  the  ot^et^ootemplnted 
Was  practicablie,  and  as  the  navigation  of  thel>eK 
aware  was  much  better  than  that  of  many  other 
streams  on  wiiiahedtor  potu  lawe  tittiatedy  wlutfl^ 
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ooiwequeiitly,  b«ii  higher  claims  ob  the  aid  of  Con- 
cress.  It  w«s  further  sutfd,  that  the  cooiem plated 
way  would  operate,  not  merely  oo  TesHeis  beloog- 
io^  to  the  port  of  Pbiladeiphia,  hoc  Itkewm  oo 
fureign  vessels  eotering  thereio ;  and  that  it  was 
unjust  to  derive  reveoue  from  them  for  theaccom- 
]»lishQn«Dt  of  objects  of  a  local  natiire. 

The  advocates  of  the  bill  oooleoded  that  it  was 
aCrio«ly  Co  stitotiooal,  in  proof  of  which,  they 
ap^alf  d  to  that  part  of  the  CoDstitotion  whion 
says,  that,  '*  oo  Slate  Wiall,  without  the  oonsent 
ol  CoDgress,  lay  aoy  duty  of  loooagc ;"  wbicb 
]H'OvisioD  exactly  met  the  present  cane.  As  to  the 
Constitttiipoal  jproviMoo  quoted  oo  the  other  side^ 
they  observed  that  it  was  only  made  with  the  riew 
of  preventing  the  adoption  of  partial  regolattoos 
ot  trade  or  revenne,  or  the  establishment  of  free 
ports.  They  quoted  sevoral  precedents,  by-  which 
li  appeared,  tlliat  io  several  instaoces^  a  like  ao- 
tliorlty  with  thai  in  the  bill  .had  been  given,  and 
in  ^NMue  caa^s  without  artiy  limitatta»-of  lime.  On 
the  ground  of  e^edioacy,  they  represeftted'  the 
navigatkMi  of  the  Delaware  as  seriously  obstructed 
hy  a  ithoai,  w^ich  wasov^ery  year  inoreasi hg,  tfod 
which  might* unless  meMs«rea.were  takfo^ Operate 
ai  some  fattire  period  to  the  destenettoQ  of  the 
navigation.  The  taxaiikedf  w«uld  be  pai<l  exclu* 
aively  by  vessels  tmdiagirom  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  ooght  not,  therefore^  to  Wopposed  by 
^oae  whose  interests  were  not  in  the  least  impf^ 
oated.  U  wae. added,  that  it  was  stranga  that, 
while  scarcely  a  year  passed  without  larffe  appro* 
pm^iooR  being  lOMte  fro«|  the  general  freasary 
Ibr  theereciioo  of  li£bt<^oBses  in  .wutous  partt  of 
the  United  Stateav  the  revest  of  the  mershaata 
of  Philadelphia  to  be  anthorisad  to  subject  thent*^ 
Oelvas  tb  a  tax  for  the  improvemeat  of  iho  navi- 
gation of  the  only  port  in  Pi^nsyivania  ahooid  he 
Qj^posedp 

The  question  was  th^  put  on  Mn  CnawNiR- 
SBiai^D^a  motion*  to  filaike  oat-  the  first  section, 
which  was. ncgatived^^yeas  37. 

Mr.  CaowNiiiflBitifcb  moved  to  amend  the  Villi 
so  as  tO'  coi»fiae  the  doty  to  rcssefai  bdoagmg  to 
the  port  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield  spoke  in  favor  of,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Clat,  Sboait,  Conbad,  and  Elvkr, 
agaioAt  thisamendmaot.  which  wa8<lisagfeed  to«<-» 
yeas  12. 

Mr.  Crowhinshibu)  offered  an  amendment, 
limitiog  the  doration  of  the  bill  toihsee,  instead 
oC  seven  years. 

Mesrs.  CaowniMiiBieLD,  Sootbard,  and  Elt, 
supported ;  and  Messrs.  J.  CLAY,LBiB^and  8loab, 
oppoHcd  it  ^  when-  the  question  was  pot,  and  the 
amendment  disagreed  to — yeas  34,  nays  56. 

The  Committee  then  rose, and  the  muse  order- 
ed the  bill  to  be  eagsoswd  ibr  a  third -reading  to* 
BMriow* 


Thursday,  February  13^ 
^  Mr.  GooDwvN.  one  of  the  members  irom  Vir- 
ginia, prfsented  to  the  Hoi^  certain  resolutions 
of  the  inhabiiantsof  the  luwo  of  Petersburg,  in  the 
•«MiSi«te,4J^pre»sivcofiJMCropiatunofihepMaeat 


state  of  ptthlic  afiairR^  and  profiering  their  liv>ea 
and  fortunes  io  RUpfk>rtof  the-publw  honor  and 
security,  and  of  such  mearures  of  national  redress 
and  retribution,  a:*  Congress  may  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  a^opt ;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  o 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  thestateoftfae  Union* 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Con-> 
gresa  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardena 
for  the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain 
duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  men-^ 
tiooed."  was  read  the  thiid  time,  and  pa^ed— ^y^^yi^ 
52,  nays  27. 

A  mesf^age  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hill,  entitled  *^Aft 
act  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  ihe  cireiiift 
court  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,"  with  aeve» 
rai  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  00B» 
curreooe  of  this  Houses 

The  House  proeeetled  to  consider  the  amen^ 
menis  proposed  by  the^  Senate  to  the  said  hjllt 
Whereufion, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendnrents,  togethssr 
with  the  bill*,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Botlc:,  Mr. 
Stanford,  and  Mr.  ftsBA  of  Tennessee. 
On  motion,  it  Was 

Ordered,  That  the  oommittee  appointed  on  fbo 
leti#r  of 'William  H.  Ha/rison,  and  the  memorii^ 
Ond  petitionsofthelodiana  Territory,  be  discharged 
from  the  Ihftherconsidef^tionof  so  much  of  thoao 
memorials  and  |)etttions  as  relates  to  the  dopatioa 
and  pre-emption  rights,  and  thesah'^priogs  in  that 
Territory ;  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
'  The  bill  making  etira  compensorfon  to  the  Cfov* 
efnoV,  Judges,  and  SecretaYy  of  the  Indiana  Tei«> 
rttory,  allowing  each  $3fX^  for  compiling  a  code 
•f  laws,  having  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  was  ordeied  to  be  read  a  third  titiie  to^ 
monow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  making,  in  addition 
to  the  unexpeoded  balances  of  $1,200,  an  appro- 
priation of  $1,000  a  year,  for  five  vears,  for  the  sup* 
port  of  a  library,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed 
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PUBLIC  LANDS. 


Mr.  Latti^ore  observed,  that  in  addition  to  the 
various  objects  embraced  by  several  petitions  which 
had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablic 
Lands,  relative  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, there  were  others,-  an  attention  to  wtiich 
seemed  necessary,  as  well  to  do  justice  toindivid- 
uels.  asto  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  business 
of  tne  land  office  west  of  Pearl  river.  In  order, 
therefore,  that  ihe  subject  might  undergo  a  nroper 
investigation,  hehegged  leave  to  offer  the  lollow- 
ing  resolinioo : 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands  be 
iastrocted  to  inquire. 

Whether  it  be  expedient  to  confirm  any  claims  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi' Territory,  founded  upon  Span- 
ish wsirrants  or  orders  of  survey,  which  were  not  in* 
habited  and  cultivated  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
Osfeober,  one  thousand  seven  hundred- sod  ninfety-fifvej 
agmsMi^  10  the  fi«t  sectioii  of  ths  est,  entitled  ««An 


463 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


464 


H  OP  11. 


Society  ttf  Harmony, 


Febkoart,  1806. 


act  regulating  the  granU  of  landt  and  providing  for  the 
^uposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Statea  soath  of  the 
8tate  of  Tennessee :'' 

Whether  it  be  expedient  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
first' section  of  the  said  act,  as  preclades  persons  ander 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  not  heads  of  (isimiliesi 
from  the  henefits  of  the  provisions  of  the  section  afore- 
said: 

Whether  it  be  expedi«tnt  to  roake  provision,  by  law, 
for  reimbursing  pre-emption  claimants,  in  such  sums  as 
they  may  have  paid  to  the  United  States,  in  the  event 
of  their  being  evicted  of  the  lands  for  which  such  sums 
Inay  have  been  paid,  by  a  judicial  decision  in  favor  of 
any  grant  not  derived  from  the  Un-ted  States : 

Whether  it  be  expedient  to  invest  the  Commissioners 
frest  of  Pearl  river  with  such  extensive  equiuble  juiis- 
diction,  aa  may  enable  them  to  guard,  on  the  one  hand,- 
•gainst  the  admisaion  of  claims,  which  may  be  support- 
ad  by  a  literal  oonatnaction  of  legal  provisions,  though 
founded  in  fraud;  and  to  confirm,  on  the  other  hand,- 
those  which  may  not  be  thus  supported,  though  founded 
upon  principles  of  equity  and  justice :  And,  also, 

Whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  amendment 
ought  to  be  made  to  the  act  aforementioned ;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 
The  resolution  was  a^ree^  lo.    . 
Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell  obaerved  that  a  law  had 
been  passed  the  last  aeasion  authorizing  the  Prea-' 
ident  to  cause  the  landsin  (be  Territory  ofOrleana 
lo  be  aurveved.    The  object  of  this  act  was  lo 
prepare  the  lands  for  sale  and  aetiletnent.    Belier* 
iDg  thata  settlement  of  that  territory  would  greatly 
contribute  to  its  security  and  nrosperiiy.  his  wish 
was  to  bring  the  subject  directlv  before  the  Houae. 
IVhatever  doubts  may  be  entertained  of  the  pro* 

Eriety  of  encouraging  the  aetilement  of  Upper 
lOuisiaoa,  be  believed  no  difference  ol  opinion  ex- 
iated  as  to  the  expediency  of  fostering  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  by  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates;  which  end  would  be  beat  effect- 
ed by  opening  laud  offices  fur  the  sale  of  landa 
therein. 

Mr.  Campbell  concluded  by  moving  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

B€9ohfed,  That offices  be  est^lished  for  the 

sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  within 
the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

Referred  to  the  Com  mil  tee  on  Public  Lands. 
SOCIETY  OP  HARMONY. 

TheHousewintintoa  Committee  of  the  Whol^ 
on  the  bill  received  from  the  Senate,  ibe  object  ol 
which  is  to  authorize  the  location  of  a  quantity 
of  land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  by  George  Rapp 
nod  his  associates,  they  paying  two  dollars  there- 
for.and giving  them  a  credit,  without  the  payment 
of  iotereyt,  for  six  years,  when  ihey  are  to  ^my  one- 
fourth  of  I  he  purchase  money,  and  the  residue  in 
six  annual  imyraeots,  on  condition  that»a^eeably 
to  prescribed  terms,  the  vine  shall  be  culiivated. 

Mr.  McCrecry  stated  that  George  Rapp  and 
bis  associates,  amounting  to  aboui30(K)  peraons, 
were  natives  of  the  Electorate  uf  VVirtrmburg; 
that  they  were  Lutherans,  who  had  fled  from  up- 
pres>ion  in  thai  couoiry ;  that  they  were  mostly 
cnliivaiors  of  the  vine,  and  wished  an  exteoxion 
of  the  u^kual  time  fur  paying  for  public  lauda^  they 


iiot  having  the  means  of  the  common  payment; 
they  wished  to  live  together,  and  to-culiivate  tha 
vine  for  their  ptincipalhupport^  for  their  pro^^per- 
ity,  and  for  the  good  of  the  community,  in  intro* 
ducing  its  culture  into  this  country. 

Mr.  Ely  observed  that  (he  bill  appeared  to  give 
a  preference  in  the  aale  of  the  public  lands;  that 
the  bill  was  presented  fk'om  the  Senate  without 
the  doeumenta  or  testimony  which  might  justify 
this  preference ;  he  therefore  moved  that  it  should 
be  commuted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Grbog. — They  obtain  a  whole  township  of 
the  best  land  at  only  two  dollars  per  acre,  and  it 
is  proposed  to  extend  to  them  an  unusual  uiduU 
gence  in  the  time  of  payment.  He  would  not 
agree  to  it. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CoNRAO^ — The  indulgence  of  time  for  pay- 
ment is  not  unprecedented.  He  showed  an  act 
granting  twelve  years  for  payment  where  land 
was  purchased  for  the  same  purpose,  and  that  act 
does  not  bind  the  purchasers  to  plant  the  v4ne, 
whereas  thin  does*  It  were  better  to  make  a  pres- 
ent of  the  land  than  not  have  the  settlement 
among  ua  of  such  personam  If  not  thus  sold,. it  is 
more  than  probable  thar  the  land  will  lie  waste' 
and  unsold  more  than  the  six  years* 

Mr.  Ouir. — If  we  can  be  justified  in  «  sale  of 
this  kind,  why  oblige  for^rgaers  instead  of  our 
own  countrymen  ?  We  have  citizens  enough  of 
our  own  who  would  be  glad  to  purchase  on  sueh 
terms. 

Mr.  StOAif /-^Though  I  drink  no  wine  myself, 
I  have  mo  wish  to  prevent  others,  for  I  think  it 
may  often  be  serviceable.  I  consider  the  indul- 
gence as  to  the  time  of  payment  in  the  light  of  an 
encouragement  or  bountjr,  that  tnay  prove  uaefai 
to  us  as  well  as  the  applicants. 

Mr.  Smilie. — I  cannot  say  with  thegentlemaa 
from  New  Jer»ej  that  I  drink  no  wine,  for  I  cer- 
tainly do  when  i  can*  get  it.  I  do  not  consider  it 
as  a  valid  objection  that  the  petitioners  are  for-' 
eigners.  I  am  myself  an  European,  who  have 
fled  from  oppression  in  the  country  where  I  was 
born.  How  great  a  part  of  Peiuisylvakiia  is  set- 
tled by  such  characters ! 

Mr.  McCrssby.— The  applicants  are  men  of 
piety  and  induatry.  Let  ua  give. them  a  good 
chance,  for  our  own  sakes  as  well  as  theirs^  to  in- 
troduce  the  culture  of  the  grape  here. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY. — If  this  indulgence  be  not  given, 
the  land  will  lie  wa^te.  We  wish  to  populate  the 
territory.  Their  settlement  will  enhance  the  value 
of  the  public  lands  around  tbem. 

Mr.  EluY. — I  am  sorry  my  motion  has  occa- 
sioned so  much  debate.  I  was  ignorant  of  the 
circumstances  relating  to  this  society,  and  to  the 
character  of  it;  my  object  waa  information,  not 
an  inteniioo  to  defeat  the  bill.  We  deviate  from 
the  usual  mode,  which  is  to  have  the  report  of  a 
committee  in  castes  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  Greoo — This  bill  very  improperly  author- 
izes a  deviation  from  the  established  practice  of 
selling  public  lands-^-it  i«  a  clmnge  of  principle* 
1  du  nut  wish  to  hee  so  great  a  body  of  fureigoert 
settled  together ;  we  UmU  have  a  liule  Wirtem^ 
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berg;  we  must  legislate  for  them;  they  cannot 
speak  our  langaage;  they  cannot  serve  a»  jury- 
men, and  from  the  tnformalion  I  have  received.  I 
am  confident  they  will  not  proceed  in  cultivating 
the  vine  in  that  country. 

Mr.  Bedingbr. — I  am  a  shareholder  in  a  vine- 
yard in  Kentucky,  and  our  success  ba^  exceeded 
our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

Mr.  MAC09.-— In  order  to  try  the  sense  of  the 
committee)  1  move  to  strike  out  tbe  words ^'Oeorgf 
lUpp  aod  bis  a^soeiateH.*'  Wby  should  we  not 
grftDt  bottoties  for  raising  wbeat  ar  corn  as  well 
as  tbe  vine?  If  wine  can  be  made  here  to  a<h 
Taotage,  there  is  no  need  of  the  encoura|;ement 
of  cbis  House.  A  few  years  since  we  raised  vo 
eotton,  bat  tbe  profit  of  this  ealture  once  known, 
it  has  become  an  article  of  vast  exportatioti. 
Wl»at  claim  have  tbese  aliens  over  our  own  citi- 
zens? They  have  been  oppressed;  put  your 
finger  on  anvspotof  Europe  that  is  not  under 
oppression.  If  you  commence  this  new  system, 
ail  tbe  best  sections  of  land  will  be  taken  up  in 
tbis  manner.  Wbo  will  not  purchase  on  socb 
terms  ? 

Mr.  Lyon. — Lands  not  belonging  to  the  public' 
may  be  bad  for  less  than  one  dollar  an  acre  in 
many  places. 

Mr.  Olin.— We  have  men  tbat  can  cultivate 
tbe  vine  as  well  as  tbose  foreigners.  It  is  a  plain, 
sitnjple  tbing. 

Mr.  jACK80N.-^If  disposed  to  grant  favors,  let 
us  grant  to  those  wbo  have  the  greatest  claim. 
Tbere  are  many  old  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 
y%\io  would  rejoice  to  purchase  land  on'  these 
terms.  Why  encourage  tbe  making  of  wines? 
They  are  luxuries,  not  necessaries.  Lands  on  the 
Ohio  are  from  six  to  eigjht  dollars  in  many  places; 
this  bill  gives  tbe  petitioners  their  choice  of  the 
best,  and  they  pay  no  interest  for  their  purchase, 
at  two  dollarsl 

Mr.  Sloan. — This  bill  will  enbance  the  value 
of  lands  adjoining.    It'will  be  a  humane  act. 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  rise  merely  to  stftte  a  fact  I 
have  just  now  learned.  There  are  at  this  very 
time  men  waiting  for  tbe  passage  of  this  bill,  whd 
are  ready  to  give  six  dollars  per  acre  for  much  of 
tbe  verv  land  the  bill  contemplates. 

Mr.  HoLLANO. — Some  small  tracts  only  may 
sell  for  six  dollars.  We  bind  tbe  purchasers  to 
plant  tbe  first  year  9,000  plants,  and  3,000  annu- 
ally after. 

Mr.  Morrow,  of  Ohio. — I  rise  only  to  reply  to 
tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jackson.)  I 
never  seek  for  information  in  tbe  lobby,  nor  the 
gallery,  nor  Pennsylvania  avenue.  Tne  gentle- 
man is  mislnfurmea. 

Mr.  Jackson. — My  authority  is  an  honorable 
member  near  me-^an  authority  at  least  as  respect- 
able as  any  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  can  have. 

The  question  was  tak^n — 50  for  strikini;  out. 
51  against  it.  The  Committee  rose,  and  tbe 
House  considered  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crowninsbielo. — There  is  no  interest  to 
be  received.  I  have  made  a  calculation  tbatj  con- 
sidering the  want  of  interest  to  the  time  of  the 
last  payment,  we  now  get  only  ninety-seven  cents 


per  acre.  I  move  to  strike  out  two,  and  insert 
three  dollars  per  acre. 

The  motion  was  lost — 44  only  for  it. 

Mr.  Crowninshielo. — There  are  in  a  section 
about  23000  acres,  making  46,000  dollars.  I 
move  to  insert  six  per  cent,  interest  till  paid. 

Mr.  Nicholson. — Public  lands  are  sold  with- 
out interest  tor  a  certain  time.  If  the  money  be 
not  punctually  paid,  I  am  willing  the  debt  should, 
be  on  interest  ai'ter.  / 

Mr.  Jackaon. — ^I  move  to  postpone  the  eoosid- 
eraiivn  of  tlie  bilHndefinttely. 

The  ayes  ami  noes  were  called  for,  and  taken 
on  tbis  motion — yeas  53,  nays  59. 

Mt.  CRowNrNSBiBLo's  moiioR  for  tbe  insertion 
of  interest  was  lost— 52  to  49. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  the  insertion  of 
two  instead  of  six  years  for  payment  of  the  land. 
Motion  lost— 54  to  45.  Tbe  bill  passed  to  a  third 
reading  for  to-morrow. ' 

FsmAY,  February  14. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  (he  Governor,' 
Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
was  read  the  third  tinie  and  passed. 

Mr.  Slctan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  imposing  a  duty  often  dollars  on 
every  slave  imported  into  the  United  States  re- 
ported a  bill,  with  sundry  amendments. 

The  pHncipai  feature  of  tbe  amended  bill  Is  a. 
provision,  in  the<:a.se  ofsmugglingt^laves  into  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  that  the  Secretary  of  iha 
Treasury  shall  be  authorized  to  remove  them  intu 
t^ome  other  State  aod  hire  them  out  for  a  term  of 
years. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  reject  the  bill. 

This  motion,  after  a  short  debate,  was  negatived, 
and  the  bill  referred  to  a  Gammittee  of  the;  Whole. 

INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

.  Mr.  Garnett,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  eighteenth  jof  December  last,  to  whom, 
were  referred  the  report  of  a  select  committee  oo 
the  letter  of  William  H.  Harrison,  made  the  sev- 
enteenth  of  February,  eiffbteen  hundied  and  foar} 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Huuse 
of  Representatives  of  the  Iqdiana  Territory,  nod 
several  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Territory ;  made  tbe  following  report: 

That,  having  attentively  considered  tbe  facts  stated' 
in  the  said  petitiona-and  roemorisls,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  a  qualified  Biibpension,  for  a  limited  time,  of  tha 
sixth  article  of  compact  between  the  original  States  and 
the  people  and  States  west  of  the  river  Obio,  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Territory.  The 
suspension  of  this  article  is  an  object  almost  universally 
desired  iu  that  Territoiy.  It  appears  to  your  commit- 
tee to  be  a  question  entirely  different  from  that  between 
slavery  and  freedom,  inasmuch  as  it  would  merely  oo- 
casion  the  removal  of  persona,  already  slaves,  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  another.  The  good  effects  of 
this  suspenaiou,  in  the  present  instance,  wouhl  be  to 
accelerate  the  population  of  tbat  Territory,  hitherti*  re- 
urded  by  the  operation  of  that  artide  of  compact,  as 
slaveholders  emigratnig  into  the  Weatarn  ooantiy 
mighi  then  mdnlgo  any  praineflM  whxb  they  \  '  ' 
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leel  for  a  oettlement  in  the  Induna  Temtoiy,  instead 
of  seeking,  as  ifaey  are  now  compelled  to  do,  settlemenUr 
in  other  States  or  countries  permitting  the  introduction 
of  slaves.  The  condition  of  the  slaves  themselves 
would  be  much  ameliorated  by  it,  as  it  is  evident,  from 
experience,  that  the  more  thej  are  separated  and  dif- 
fused, the  more  care  and  attention  are  bestowed  on 
them  by  their  masters,  each  proprietor  having  it  in  his 
power  to  increase  their  comforts  and  conveniences  in 

Sropovtion  to  the  smalliiess  of  their  numbers.  The 
angers,  too,  (if  any  are  to  be  apprehended,)  irom  too 
large  a  black  population  existing  in  any  one  soction  of 
country,  woold  certainly  be  very  much  dinuBialiedy  if 
i|ot  ootkely  ramovedr  Bat  whAber  dangers  are  to  be 
feared  from  this  source  or  not,  it  is  oertainly  an  obvious 
dictate  of  sound  poliey  to  guard  against  them,  as  finr  as 
possible.  If  this  dang:er  does  exist,  or  there  is. any 
eause  to.  apprehend  it,  and  our  Western  brethren*  are 
not  only  wiMing  but  desirous  to  aid  us  in  taking  pre^ 
oautions  against  it,  would  it  not  be  wise  to  accept  their 
assistance  1  We  should  benefit  ourselves,  without  in- 
juring them,  as  their  population  must  always  so  fiu:  ex- 
ceed any  black  population  which  can  ever  exist  in  that 
country,  as  to  lendex  the  idea  of  danger  from  that 
eource  dumerieal. 

Yovr-  cQnunitlee  consider  thf  legelation,  contained 
in  the  ordinanoe  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  which  xequires  a  freehold  of  fifty 
acres  of  land  as  a  qualification  for  an  eleetor  of  the  Gener- 
al Assembly,  as  limiting  too  much  the  dective  franchise. 
Some  restrictions^  however,  being  necessary,  your  com- 
mittee conceive  that  a  residence  continued  long  enough 
to  evince  a  determination  to  become  a  permanent  in*- 
habitant,  should  entitle  a  persdn  to  the  rights  of  suffrage. 
This  probationary  period  need  not  extend  beyond  twelve 
months. 

'J*he  petition  of  certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, praying  to  be  annexed  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  to  be 
granted. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  division  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  in  the  maimer  direeted  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  and  for  which  the  people  of  Randolph 
and  St.  Clair  have  petitioned  your  honorable  body, 
would  be  inexpedient  at  this  time,  The  people  of  the 
two  sections  have  lately  entered  into  the  second  grade 
of  government,  the  whole  expense  of  which  would  fall 
on  the  people  of  one  section,  if  a  division  were  now  to 
be  made*  Thi^,  In  the  opinion  of  your  ooaBtttee, 
woold  be  neither  politie  nor  just'  But,  altbocigh  a  di* 
"vkiDn  of  the  Territory  appears  impvoper  at  this  time, 
we  think  it  shoold  be  made  as  soon  as  the  population 
ci  either  section  has  increased  so  far  as  to  entitle  them 
to  form  a  State  Go^emm^t.  The  petition  which 
]irays  that  such  a  Government  may  be  formed,  by  uni- 
ting the  two  sections  as  soon  as  their  inhabitants 
shall  have  augmented  so  far  as  to  aiitbori;te  it,  your 
ooqunittee  conceive  ought  not  to  be  granted*  A  Ter- 
xitory,  when  once  erected  into  a  State,  cannot  be  divi- 
d*d  or  dismembered  without  its  own  consent;  the  for- 
metion,  therefore,  of  two  Sutes  out  of  this  Territory, 
Qiiginally  intended  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  could  not 
constitutionally  be  effected,,  if  the  two  sections  were 
once  permitted  to  form  one  State,  without  the  consent 
of  that  State,  however  necessary  the  extent  and  popu- 
lation of  that  Territory  might  render  such  division. 

AAsr  attentively  considernig  the  various  objecto  de- 
aiied  in  the  mamoriale  and  petitions^  the  committee  re- 
i^aotfuHygabflutto  th«  HoyMthtfiO^wingrasolntjaaa: 


1.  iUtohed,  That  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  which  prohibits  slavery  within  the  Indiana 
Territory,  be  suspended  for  ten  years,  so  as  to  permit 
the  introduction  of  slaves,  born  within  the  United 
Sutes,  from  any  of  the  individual  Stetes. 

2.  Ruoked,  That  every  white  freeman  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  has  resided  within  th^Territoiy 
twelve  months,  and  within  the  county  in  which  he 
claims  a  vote,  six  months  immediately  preceding  the 
election,  shall  enjoy  the  righte  of  an  Elector  of  the 
General  Aasembly. 

8.  Reaoked,  That  thejietition  of  certain  setderaiii 
the  Indiana  Tenitory,  praying  to  be  annexed  te  the 
State  of  Ohio,  ought  not  to  be  graated, 

4.  RuUoed  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to 
grant  that  part  of  the  petition  ef  the  people  of  Randolph 
and  St  Glair  wluch  prays  for  a  divisioa  of  the  T»wii^«a 
Territory, 

5.  Ruidved,  That  so  much  of  the  petition  of  tha 
Legislative  Gouncil  and  House  of  R^resentativesof  the 
Indiana  Territory  as  prsys  that  the  two  sections  may 
be  united  into  one  t^tote  Gdvernment,  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

Referred  to  a  Cotodnittee  of  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  next. 

SOCIETY  OF  HARMONY. 

The  bill  alluwing  George  Rapp  apd  his  associ- 
ates to  locate  a  township  of  land  in  the  Indiana 
Territory  oa  certain,  conditions,  was  nead  a  third 
time. 

Mr^  Clark  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  The  bill  wants 
several  ameodmeots.  There  is  oo  penaltyi  should 
the  petitioners  neglect  to  plant  the  vines. 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  second  the  motion  of  my  col- 
league. These  public  lands  formerly  belooffed  tQ 
the  State  of  Virginia ;  when  ceded  by  that  Stato, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  were  made 
trustees  "  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Union; 
faithfully  and  bona  fide  for  that  use,  and  for  no 
other,"  to  use  the  words  of  the  act  granting  the 
cession.  This  is  a  contract  between  Virgiaia 
and  the  United  States;  we  are  in  the  place  of 
trustees;  we  cannot  violate  the  trust,  yet  this 
mode  of  selling  the  land  for  the  benent  of  indi- 
vidual foreigners  is  a  violation  of  the  trust.  This 
precedent  will  be  quoted  hereafter,  and  will  ope- 
rate most  injuriously.  Notwithstanding  what  the 
gentleman  from  Onio  (Mr.  Mqbrow)  has  said,  I 
cannot  help  saying,  that  there  are  men  ready  at 
this  time  tosive  six  dollars  per  acre  for  this  very 
land,  or  land  of  this  description.  This  bill  will 
give  them  a  whole  township,  23,000  acres  of  land 
uf  the  first  quality.  I  cannot  conceive  the  culti-* 
vation  of  the  vine  as  a  national  bene  At,  as  being 
"for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Union."  Il  wifi 
diminish  the  revenue,  should  vines  be  raised  ia 
abundance  here.  Wine  is  heavily  taxed,  and  the 
tax  is  paid  by  the  rich.  I  am  altogether  opposed 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smi Lip. — A  new  argument  indeed  is  brought 
forward  by  the  gentleman  frum  Virginia.  We  caa 
hardly  turn  round  without  somehow  invading  the 
rights  of  Virginia.  If  we  talk  of  building  a 
bridge  or  erecting  a  dam,  at  once  the  rights  of 
Virginii  are  invaded.  If  we  wish  to  disjiuse  of 
so^ie  of  our  public  land  ia  the  West  as  we  think 
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proper,  the  rights  of  Virginia  are  invaded.  Vir* 
giDia  claimed  landu  stretching  to  the  aortfa  pole; 
ahe  look  what  »he  waoted^aadgayea  quit  ciaini 
to  the  United  States  for  the  rest.  Soioe  of  tbe 
House  ihiak  this  sale,  this  indoigenee  m  the  fiay- 
meot  for  the  purpose  of  itttroduciog  the  euUiva- 
tkttk  of  ibe  vine,  and  of  serving  these  worthy  for- 
avgaers,  will  be  ''for  the  eoibmon  benefit  of  the 
Udiob;"  aome  thinlr  otherwisie;  it  is  merely  a 
Xiatret  of  opinioi>,  and  a  majority  of  opinion  most 
deeide. 

Mr.  MoRKOw. — There  are  sotne  smalt  tracts  of 
land,  OB  which  what  are  catted  squatters  are  s^^t- 
tied,  and  where  already  improvements  have  been 
made,  which  would  sell  for  four  or  six  dQHar5»per 
acre ;  but  I  dodbt  whether  any  township  of  land 
would  sell  for  t;B!ro  dollars,  even  with  tke  usual 
insialmenta. 

Mr.  Parkb,  of  the  Indiana  Territory.-rBven 
in  the  settled  parts  of  tbe  Territory,  lauda  aie 
not  above  three  dollars. 

Mr.  Lyon.— :The  pricp  of  lands  is  Yarious.  I 
knrow  of  200,000  acreH  of  land  on  the  Wabash, 
whioh  is  olTered  for  sale  at  tw^ty  cents  per  acre ; 
yet  1  hav«  given  £%  dollars  per  acre  for  several 
aercanear  me,  wbieh  1  rooeh  wanted. 

Mff.  fi^Y.-^-GeotleiDenliavesaid  that  poof  lan^ 
were  proper  for  the  Yine.  It  may  be'  so;  but  the 
petitioner  and  his  assoetaxee  mention  also  the 
naaiDgof  bemp^  whidi  rcqnkea'  tba ^e»( bottom 
kinda.  laaa §tLW Srom  wi nbiftg Co dtseoa rage  these 
aearlera  j  bnt  they  ^m  already  «mMg  as,  and  wiK 
tfot  Ivava  this  country.  They  are  represented  to 
be,  (Had  I  fully  beHe«l^e  the  represerrtatioti,)  men 
df  pi^ty  and  morairty  pthe  United  States  are  not 
bey^d  Imptforemt^nt  in  piety  and  morality ;  fn- 
atead  of  potting  rbiemMn  one,  and  that  a  far  dis- 
tant ptace,  let  them  be  scattered  over  the  Union. 
that  all  parts  may  be  benefitted.  Such  a  body  of 
naenj  of  one  sect,  of  one  language,  will  wish  to 
aeclQi^e  itself  from  the  rest  of  the  Union;  they 
will  wish  what  this  bitl  gives  them,  and  what  I 
think  injurious,  an  exclosiYe  territory.  We  are 
deviating  from  our  common  usage  in  the  sale  of 
land.  Is  the  deviatioa  necesaary  or  proper  1  Qen- 
tlemeo  have  said  they  were  fiying  from  opfire^ 
aion  to  this  land  of  lioerty ;  liberty  was  their  ob> 
jrei;  a  republican  QoYerament;  yet  it  appears 
thai  whei^  they  left  Wir.emberg,  their  expecta- 
tion and  intention  wastosettle-^  Loni9iana,then 
mder  the  SpHnish  Qo<^ernmenr.  The  bill  obliges 
them  to  plant  a  certain  number  of  vfnes ;  perhaps 
Ibe  expra^^  of  this  will  not  be  $100,  and  there  is 
no  forfeitnre  even  If  they  should  refuse  to  eom- 
pty.  It  nlay  prore  a  floe  speculation  for  them ; 
they  mr^  get  perhaps  the  finest  land  and  the  best 
salt  lick  in  the  territory. 

Mr.  NiCROLaoN,  (after  tecapitulatiog  theargU: 
ments  previously  adduced:)  I  have  no  objectiofj 
to  the  settlement  of  the  appKcants  in  one  .body^ 
nor  can  1  see  any  probable  evil  reauUing  from  U. 
The  gentleman  kom  Masaachusetta  hasioforned 
ua  thai  the  people  of  the  United  Statea  are  batf 
enough,  and  thjat  the  dietribniioo  of  thiaaocieiy 
OYer  the  whole  States  mtght  prore  adYaotageons 
loik»Uoio»}  ilnnittMebadyyyicyimiataectlt 


on  lands  for  sale  in  different  parts  of  Kentucky. 
Tennessee,  Ohio,  dbc.  This  distribotion  would 
be  unfair,  as  Mt^saobusetts  has  not  lands  for  sale^ 
except  perhapa  in  the  district  of  Maine;  hence 
that  State  would  be  deprived  of  the  advantage  it 
might  obtain  by  an  improvement  of  its  piety  and 
morality  from  a  distributign  of  a  part  of  this  so- 
ciety among  the  citiaena  of  that  State.  I  knoYT 
not  why  the  sale  of  this  iaad,  aecording  to  tirar 
terms  of  the  bill,  should  he  considered  as  not  con- 
ducing to  the  good  of  |he  nation.  We  have  given 
lands  (or  eoUegea  and  school^  and  for  the  sup*- 
port  of  clergymen.;  ire  have  aba  sold  landa^tbe 
proceeds  of  which  were  to  be  expended  for  the 
im  pro  Yemen  t  -  of  madsr^roads  by  which  the  pub- 
lic aikrge  woBld  be  benefitted, though  thechizens 
of  Maine  or  Georgia  mijirht  never  tra Yel  them. 
.  The. bill  was  reoDrtitnitted  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole— 68  lo  63,  and  made  tke  otder  of  the 
day  for  Monday  neit» 

Mono  AY,  Febrdary  17. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  declaring  the  town  of  Jeriieyi 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliv* 
ery  ;  and  for  erecting  a  light-house  on  Wood  IsU 
and,  pr  FletcherV  Neok^  in  the  State  of  MasaM 
cbusetts.  The  bill  WM  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed^  and  read  ikt( 
third  time  to-morrow. 

A  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of 
the  town  of  New  HaYen,  in  the  State  of  Cu«neati« 
cut.  signed  by  flenry  Dagget,  their  Presideni,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  ^^(tiog  fofflh 
their  surprise  and  solicitude  at  tiie  embarrassmcAt 
to  which  the  commer^  of  the  United  States  m 
subjected,  by  the  new  assumed  principles  and  doc* 
trioes  of  the  admiralty  courts  of  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  from  the  depredations  of  iawleas  freebool* 
er8,and  the  unwanantabl?  im  pressmen  t  of  our  cea* 
men ;  that,  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  mens* 
ures  for  defence,  which  shall  be  firm  l^t  temperate^ 
and  bold,  yet  marked  with  a  spirit  of  conoiliatiOQi 
they  are  ready  and  desirous  to  give  aid  and  JUp- 
port  to  every  measure  of  Government  calctMatM 
to  accomplish  this  impor'aht  object. — Referred  to 
the  consideration,  of  a  Comumitlee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Uoion.  . 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  r«porf  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
William  Breck,  junior.  The  Committee  rose  and 
reported  a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  was  twice 
read  and  aereed  Co  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

JResolvea,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  for  the  payment  of  expenses  iucurrfd  ioi 
bringing  to  the  Uuited  States,  by  order  of  the 
American  Consuls,  tj)e  ^mutineers  on  board  the 
ship  Ulysses;  and  lor  the  adju.<tmeot  of  the  claims 
made  by  indtviduats  who  may  have  performed 
that  service** 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  io^ 
(kirsiiaai  to  the  said  resoiiMion ;  and  that, the  Com* 
mitiee  of  ittaiBM  di»  preparea*d  brine  in  iheaamai 
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the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufacturer,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  peiiiion  of  John  McFailon  and  FraDcin 
Jubonnoc.  The  Conimitiee.  rose  and  reported  a 
resolution  thereupon  ;  which  was  twice  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

BtaaivBd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
80  far  as  relates  to  their  exemption  from  iroprison- 
Bieot  for  debts  due  to  the  United  Slates,  is  reason- 
able and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  iih 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Cora- 
miitee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  do  pre- 
IMLre  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures^  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petilton  of  John  McFadon.  The  Com^ 
mittee  rose  and  reported  a  resolution  thereupon ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  toby  the  House; 
as  foUowK : 

Resoloed^  That  the  person  of  John  McFadon 
ahsll  be  exempt  from  arrest  on  account  of  any 
debt  owing  by  him  to  the  United  States,  for  the 
principal  and  interest  of  custom-house  bonds, 
signed  by  him  as  surety  for  John  A.  Jullv,  deceased. 
-  Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  Drought  in, 
pufhuaot  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  do  pre- 
pare and  bride  in  the  same. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  on  a 
rebOlution  of  the  twenty-serenih  of  December 
last,  **to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  erecting  the 
twrt  of  Newcastle,  in  the  District  of  Delaware, 
into  a  port  of  entry,''  be  discharged  from  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  said  report. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  f  he  said 
report  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  the  resolution  con- 
tained therein,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
^that  it  is  expedient  ;o  erect  Newcastle  into  a 
port  of  entry  "  being  twice  read,  was,  upon  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
'  The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Oeorge  A»h ;  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

FISHmG  BOUNTY. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manulactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  Earle,jun.,and  Thomas 
M.  Hazard,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Inland,  made  the  following  report: 

The  petitioners,  in  the  month  of  May,  1806,  fitted 
out  the  sloop  Abigail,  of  the  burden  of  thirty  tons,  for 
a  fishing  voyage  in  the  straits  of  Belle  Isle,  and  as  thoy 
•tats  through  ignorance  of  law  in  this  particular,  the 
vessel  sailed  under  a  coasting  licence^  and  not  under  a 
fishing  licence,  as  b  provided  for  by  the  several  acta  of 
CongrMS,  relative  to  the  coeHing  trade  and  fisheries. 

The  vcMel  was  seised  by  the  eoHeetor  of  Newport, 
on  her  return  -to  Rhode  Island,  but  was  released  by  the. 
eadet  ef  the  Sccietaiy  of  4iie  Tuaawwy,    Tbecolkptor 


refuses  to  pay  the  bounty  allowed  to  fishing  vessels, 
alleging  that  the  owners  neglected  to  provide  their 
vessel  with  the  usual  document  to  entitle  them  to  the 
benefit  of  the  law. 

The  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  eollector  has 
performed  his  duty  in.  the*  particular  alluded  to. '  The 
bounty  cannot  be  paid  to  vessels  sailing  with  coasting 
papers,  any  more  than  it  could  be  to  vessels  eJearing 
out  lor  foreign  voyages.  When  the  regulations  Af  law 
are  calculated  for  the  security  of  the  revenue,  and  ara 
not  found  to  operate  injuriously  to  individuals  in  gene* 
ral,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  necessity  for  an  altera- 
tion to  meet  every  deviation  from  the  ordinary  practice* 
If  the  petitioners  had  stated  to  the  collector,  at  the 
time  of  clearing  out  their  vessel,  that  they  intended  to 
employ  her  upon  a  fishing  voyage,  he  could  not  have 
refused  to  grant  the  fishing  licence;  and,  as  they  omit- 
ted to  do  thw,  it  would  appear  that  the  relief  prayed 
for  from  Congress  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  reoomment  that  the  peti- 
titioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 
The  report  was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 
,Mr.  David  R.  Willums,  fropi  the  Committee 
appointed,  on  the  seventh  instant,  "to  inquire 
whether  any^and,  if  any,  what,  additional  provi- 
sions  are  necessary  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
blares  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
made  the  following  report: 

That  the  act  pf  Congress,  passed  the  7th  April,  ITM, 
anthorising  the  establisbnient  of  a  Government  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  permils  slavery  within  that  Terri- 
tory, by  excluding  the  last  arlide  of  the  ordinance  of 
13th  July,  1787.  The  seventh  section  of  this  act  pre* 
hibits,  after  the  establishment  of  a  Government,  the 
importation  of  alaves  from  any  port  or  place  without 
the  limits  of  the  United  States;  of  course,  the  right  to 
import  slaves  from  any  place  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  is  not  restricted. 

The  act  of  2d  March,  1805,  further  providing  for  the 
Government  of  the  Territoiy  of  Orleans^  secures  to  its 
inhabitants  "all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  advantages, 
secured  by  the  ordinance  of  13th  July,  1767,  and  now 
enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory." 
The  importation  of  slaves,  from  any  place  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  Sutee,  is  one  of  those  rights;  con- 
seqoently,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Orleana 
may  exercise  it  slao* 

The  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  86<h  March,  1804^ 
*'  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Territories,  and  providing 
for  the  temporary  government  thereof,"  prohibits  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  that  Territory,  from  any 
place,  "  except  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  re* 
moving  into  said  Territory,  for  actual  settlement,  and 
being  at  the  ^me  of  such  removal  htma  fidt  owner  of 
such  slave  or  slaves."  This  tenth  section,  being  re- 
pugnant to  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  ftd  Marcht 
1805,  was  repealed  by  the  last  section  of  said  act» 
which  declares:  '*that  so  m.uch  of  an  act  entitled  *'An 
act  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Territories,  and  provi- 
ding for  the  temporary  government  thereof,  as  is  repug- 
nant with  this  act,  shall,  from  and  after  the  first  Mon- 
day of  November  next,  be  repealed." 

The  eommittee  are  in  the  possession  of  the  fact,  that 
African  slaves,  Utely  imported  into  Charieston,  have 
been  thence  conveyed  into  the  Territory  of  Orleans; 
and,  in  their  opiaiony  this  practice  will  be  oentinued  to 
a  vscy  giei^  eatant  while  ihiaie  in  no  law  tp  pfevent  it. 
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Upon  this  \  iew  of  tha  subject,  the  committee  believe 
it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  anj  slave  or  slaves,  who  ii»ay 
be  heresfler  imported  into  the  United  States,  from  be- 
ing carried  into  any  of  the  Territories  thereof;  they, 
therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Heiohedf  That  it  shalTnot  be  lawful  for  any  person 
w  persons  to  import  or  bring  into  any  of  the  Te'rrito- 
Ties  of  the  United  States  any  slave  or  slaves  that  may 
hereafter  be  imported  into  the  United  Stetes. 
.  The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

NICKLIN  AND  GRIFFITHS. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
nerce  and  Manaftieturee  on  the  petition  of  Ntck- 
Uq  and  Griffiths.  The  report  stafen  the  (bAowiag 
circumKianeeff.  The  ptetiiionvrs  hot/ght  from  Jo- 
aeph  Anthony  and  Co.  a  yessel,  possessed  of  an' 
Amierican  register:  Sometime  after  this  pur- 
chase, it  was  disclosed  that  Joseph  Anthony  and 

Co.  were  indebted  to .  Coolon,  a  foreigner,  for 

a  part  of  this  ship;  in  cobsequence  of  which  the 
eoitector  refused  considering  her  ao  American 
ship.  The  petitioners  pray  that  thi.s  ve&»el  may 
receive  an  American  register;  in  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  concur. 

Mpssr^  CaowNiNCHiFLD,  J.  Clat,  NicaocBON, 
and  EuYj  supported;  and  Messrs.  Conrad  and 
Macon  opposed  the  report;  which  waa  agreed  to 
— yens  56,  nays  31. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures.  The  House  immediately  took 
up  the  report,  coociirred  therein,  and  ordered  a 
bill  to  be  brought  in. 

8QPIJBTY  OF  HARMONY. 
The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  George  Rapp,  and 
his  associates,  to  locate  a  town&hip  of  land  id  In- 
diana Territory. 

Mr.  Conrad  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  To  make 
the  bill  more  agreeable  to  gentlemen  who  were 
opposed  to  it,  he  mo? ^d  an  amendment,  putting 
the  first  time  of  payment  to  four  years  instead  of 
tix. — Carried. 

Mr.  Leib  raored  ai^  amendment,  obligating  Mr. 
Rapp  to  make  the  location  of  land  before  the  1st 
of  January  next. — Carried. 

Mr.  CliARk. — I  am  opposed  to  the  bill,  but  since 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  it  form  a  majority,  I  wish 
to  make  a  further  amendment,  striking  out  that 
part  which  obliges  Qeorge  Rapp  and  his  assooi* 
«iefe  to  plant  the  tine. 

Mr.  Conrad. — This  bill  i^  a  contract.  I  wish 
the  expH-iment  of  making  vines  tried. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY.—l  am  opposed  to  the  aiQend- 
nent. 

Mr.  Clark. — The  obligation  is  a  hardship  on 
their  p&rt.  I  shall  not  vote  for  the  bill,  but  wi^h 
the  amendment  I  should  like  it  better. 

Mr.  KbMGR. — In  favor  of  the  amendnient,  I  do 
not  desire  to  comp**!  them  to  cultivatethe  vme, 
ttolesy  they  find, it  profitable  and  choose  to  do  it. 
,    Mr.  Lvoii.-*-i  %m  ftWMd  vidi  tha  bill  aa  i4  is. 


1  have  no  neiticm  of  aceommodatiBg  any*  gentle- 
man who  declares  that  e? en  with  hisameoomenL 
he  will  not  vote  for  the  bill,  especially  when  I 
can  see  no  good  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  HoLLANo. — It  is  no  objection  in  my  mind 
that  these  people  speak  a  differeot  language.  The 
settlement  of  the  Moravians  in  North  Carolina 
has  been  of  no  diKservice|  but  of  much  benefit.  I 
fru^t  the  case  will  be  similar  here. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  moved  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment,  obligioff  Rapp  and  his  associates  to  pay  in* 
terest,  af>er  the  four  years^  till  the  whole  sum 
shoold  be  paid. 

Mr.  Sloan. — The  gentleman  from  Massachti- 
setts  has  made  a  calculation  of  the  amount  of  In* 
terest.  Men  in  bis  line  of  business  are  generally 
ready"  reckoners,  especial!)r  when  to  their  advant- 
age; but  the  land  will  vield  no  interest  if  not 
sold,  ae  probably  it  will  not  be,  for  ten  ytars, 
should  this  bill  not  pass. 

Mr.  NicHOLsoN.-^They  cannot  ti^ke  lands  on 
navigable  waters;  they  must  take  poor  and  good 
lands  as  every  such  section  is  composed  of.  Their 
location  must  be  in  one  place  j  they  cannot,  like 
otber  purchasers,  pick  good  spots  here  aod  there. 
The  sale  is  to  our  advantage^  Either  give  them 
not  the  credit,  or  do  not  oblige  them  to  give  in- 
terest. The  credit  will  be  of  no  service  to  them 
if  you  charge  them  interest. 

Mr.  Lyon. — The  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
speaks  of  interest  on  the  last  payments;  I  know 
not, among  six  or  seven  payments,  which  can  be. 
called#the la»t. .  The  sale  will  be  a  good  bargain 
on  our  pit  ft.  I  am  against  the  insertion  of  interest. 

Mr.  Crpwninshield.— The  gentleman  from 
Blentucky  is  perfectly  right;. the  **last  pavments" 
can  mean  onfv  the  two  last  pavments.  1  wish  a 
further  amenament^  by  saying  ^  the  la«t  six  pay- 
ments.'' 

Mr.  Jackbon. — Would  you  give  this  indulgence 
to  several  hundred  of  your  own  native  citizens? 
No,  sir.  Why,  then,  to  these  aliens?  [Mr.  J, 
went  largely  into  th^  arguments  previously  usc^d.J 

Mr.  Lr ON.— Will  any  gentleman  show  where 
any  townships  of  23,000  acres  together  have  beea 
sold  for  46.000  dollars? 

Mr.  Sloan  spoke  some  time  in  favor  of  the 
biH. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  also. 

Mr.  Mabtbrs. — Some  gentlemen  think  George 
Rapp  will  make  a  tap,  and  some  think  George 
Rapp  will  not  make  a  rep;  I  with  the  insertion 
of  interest,  and  George  Rapp  may  do  as  he 
pleia^es. 

The  qnestion  on  interest  was  taken  and  lost— 
For  it  43.  against  it  46. 

Mr.  BinwELL.— This  is  a  deviation  from  our 
usual  rule  in  the  sale  of  land&  and  the  fluctuation 
in  the  sales  will  Icsaten  the  valae  of  our  land. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  la  insert  "  forth er,"  so  aa 
to  read  *^  fur  tbefurth«tf  tntitxiaction  of  the  vine ;" 
because  vines  are  already  inirodnced.  Five  mem« 
bers  for  it* 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  and  the 
UouM  took' up  the  hill.  Several  new  amead-* 
meata  were  propokcd  and  kat    The  Uoo^  at 
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lenfFtfa  adfaurned)  at  4  o'cLoek,  witkoat  deciding 
iOH  tile  bill. 


Tuesday,  FBMitJABT  18. 
Mr.  Tenwsy,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  furt^r  report^ 
"wfaich  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  (be  table. 

Mr.'  Tennet,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  continae  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
*'Ad  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue 
land  warrants^and  for  other  purposes;"  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr  Chowninshielo,  from  tbe  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  McPadon  and  Francis  Jobonnot; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CROWNrNSBiBLD  from  the  same  commit 
tee,  presented  a  bill  to  change  the.  name  of  the 
District  uf  Nanjemoy  to  that  of  St.  Mary^s;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield,  from  thesame  committee, 
presented  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Philip  Nicklin 
and  Robert  Ea^rle^field  Griffith  ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  tbe  town  of  Jersey, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliv- 
erv,  and  fur  erectiniQ^  a  light-house  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  m  tbe  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  read  the  third  time:  Wbei;eupon,  a 
motion  wa;*  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
that  tbe  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  immediately,  it  vtras  resolved  in  the 
affirmatiye. 

Tbe  House,  aceordfingly,  resolved  itself  into  the 
said    Committee;   and.  after. some,  tin^e  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment; which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  ; 
ine  House. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  amendment  be  engross- 
ed, and;  together  with  the  bill,  read  tbe  third  time 
to-day.  The  said  engrossed  bill,  together  with 
the  amendment,  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
pawed. 

The  following  Message  was  recei? ed  ikom  the 
Presioent  op  the  Uniteo  States:  ^ 
To  the  Houu  of  JEUpretentiUwet  qftht  VhUedStat$^i 

I  now  fXMMnniiicata  t»  the  Hoit«e#f  RfipMMiitattvea 
tbe  infotOMtiao  desired  by  their  xeBolutipnB  of  Janusfy 
twenty-fourth,  relatiTe  to  the  fortifications  erected  at 
the  several  porta  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  and 
their  Territories,  and  to  the  Navy  and  Navy  Yards  U 
the  United  States. 

Feb.  18,  1806.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  aaid  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
Ihe  docnments  accompaayiog  tbe  same,  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
00  the  Slate  of  the  Union, 

A  messaire  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  pamedthe  bill,  enti- 
tled '*An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  io  ceriain 
••aa%.to  State  jud|^  aodStstaooqrtSiV  wah  an 


flrmeifdment(  lo  'vt^hieh  thej  desire  the  concur- 
retice  of  thi5  House.  The  Senate  have  also  pass- 
ed a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  relating  to  the  salaries 
of  the  judges  of  New  Orleans;*'  lo  which  they 
dei^ire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  reiiulved  itself  into  a  Gotajnittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,. of  the  fifth  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,j-«specii«jg.(bji 
case  of  the  brigantine  Henrick,  and  a  reporc  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  made  thereon;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  a  reaoloiion  thereapoo ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  hy  the  House,  as 
folio  wa: 

JUfohtd,  That  the  «un  af deilm  oogbt  to  he 

appropnated,  out  of  aay  moneys  in  the  Tveaaivy,  net 
oiherwiae  appropriated*  to  enable  the  Pfeaident  if  tha 
United  States  to  make  such  restitoiion  aa  ahall  appear 
to  be  just  and  equitable,  to  the  owners  of  the  ]>aiiiah 
brigantine  called  the  .Henrick.  and  her  cargo,  which 
were  recaptured  by  an  American  armed  vessel,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  •nine,  and 
sold  by  order  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court,  in  the  Brit- 
ish island  of  St  Christopher :  Provided,  ibe  Govern- 
ment of  Denmark  shall  make  compensation  for  the 
aeisure  of  certain  prises,  captured  by  the  armed  vesaela 
of  the  United  States,  during  the  late  fievolutioaaiy 
war  with  ihent  Britam,  and  carried  into  the  port  of 
Bergen,  in  the  year  one  thoaaaad  aeven  hundred  and 
seventymae^  and  wMoh,  by  order  of  the  Danish  Qot- 
ernment,  were,  without  a  judicial  trial,  raetorad  to  their 
original  propriatocs. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  btlfs,  he  brought  in,  pur- 
suant to  the  Maid  resolution ;  and  that  the  uom^ 
mittee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

SOCrBTT  OF  HARWOWY. 

The  House  resumed  the  cooaideration  of  tha 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'Ao  act  to  eov 
pdwer  George  Rapp  and  bis  aavociates,  of  the  So- 
ciety of  H^moay,  to  purcbai»e  certain  lapda  f 
and  a  motion  beings  made  further  to  amend  the 
said  bill  by  inserting,  at  tbe  end  thereof,  the 
words  following: 

«  And  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  par  aiv* 
num,  commencing  from  the  end  of  the  ibar  years 
aforesaid,  shall  be  charged  on  the  whole  of  the  alx  laat 
payments,  until  the  same  shall  be  received  into  the 
public  Treasury." 

Tlie  question  was  taken  that  the  House  dp 
agree  to  the  said  amendment,  and  reaolred  in  the 
affirmatire-— yeas  62,  nays  44,  aa  follows : 

Ybas— Burwell  Baaaett,  Geoiga  M.  Bedinger,  Baa- 
nabas  BidweU,  Phanual  Biahop,  William  BlackJedge, 
John  Blake,  junior.  Thomas  Blount,  William  Butler, 
John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Matthew  Clay,  Orchard 
Cook,  Jacob  Crowninsbield,  Richard  Qutta,  John 
Dawson,  Eliaa  Earie,  Caleb  Ellia,  Blieneser  Ekner, 
William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppea,  Jamea  flak,  Jamea  M. 
Oai;|iett,  Peterson  Ooodwrn,  David  Holmea,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Patrick  Ma- 
grader,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  David  Meri- 
wethar,  John  Morrow,  Themas  Newton,  jnn.,  €Hdeon 
OUn,  TiMtby  JPiriti^  joB^  Jooali^Diiiaegr^  Jehil  r 
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of  TenneMM,  Jacob  Riobards,  Thonts  SammoM, 
Thoin««  Saadford,  Ebeneur  Seaver,  John  C.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford^  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  Lewis  B^Sturyea,  Benjamin  l^allmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomav,  Philip  Van  Gorthndt, 
Joseph  B.  Vamom,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Wal- 
ton,  EliphaletWickes,  David  R.  Wiiriams,  Marmaduke 
Williami,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Altaander  WiJaoii. 
NATS^WUlis  Alston,  jomor,  David  Bavd,  Silaa Bet- 
ton.  James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Clay, 
Geofge  Clinton,  junior.  Fredorick  Conrad,  Satnoel  W. 
Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William 
Pickson,  James  Elliot,  William  Findley>  Silas  Halsey, 
8eth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  David 
Hough,  Michael  t^eib,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
8.  Mnmford,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John  Pugb,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Kossell,  Peter  Sailly,  Mar- 
tin 6.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  SmiKe,  Samuel 
Smith,  Thomas  Spaldibg,  Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel 
TaggaYt  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killiaa 
K.  y«k  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  John  Whiter 
kUI,  and  Robot  WbitebiU. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Kaid  amend ments.  together 
with  tb€  bill,  be  read  tho  third  time  to-day. 

The  said  bill,  to^eib^V  with  the  amendrnenta 
tbereto,  was  read  the  tbird  time ;  and,  on  the  qoes- 
tion  that  the  bill,  as  amended,  do  pas^,  it  piUsed 
in  the  negative — yeas  46,  nays  46. 

Mr.  Speaker  declariag  hraiself  with  the  nays. 
And  ao  the  aaid  bill  waa  rejected. 

Those  who  Toled  to  the  affirmatiTe,  are- 
David  Bard,  Frederick  Conrad,  Tjeonard  Covington, 
Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  James  Elliot^ 
William  Findtey,  James  Fiak,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Michael  Leib, 
Duiioan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Magni^er,  Jotfiah  Mas- 
ters, William  McCreery,  Nichcrfas  R.  Moore,  ThonnM 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Joseph 
H.  Nicholson,  John  Pu^»  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jolm 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rusaell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thos. 
Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas 
Spalding,  Joseph  Stanton,'  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tra<7, 
Philip  Van  Cortlaridt,  Joseph  B.  Yarnum,  Daniel  C. 
Vernlanck,  John  WhitehiD,  R6bert  Whitehill,  Elipha- 
Itot  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
and  Thomas  Wynns. 
'Those  who  voied  in  the  negafive.  are — 
Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bed- 
mger,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  William  But- 
ler, iohn  Campbellt  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  John  (Haibome,  Chriatopher  Ctaik, 
Matthew  Clay,  Jacob  Crowninshieid,  Rirhard  CotU, 
John  Dawoon,  Eliaa  Sarle,  Caleb  Bllia,  Ebeneaer  El- 
mer, William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  Peterson  Oood- 
wyn,  David  Hobnes,  John  O.  Jacksen,  Waited  Jones, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Robert  Marion,  David  Meriwether, 
Thomas  Newton»  jnon  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun.,  Joaiab  Qoincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Jacob 
Richards,  Thomaa  Samllbrd.  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
8mikh«  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedmatt,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Samuel  Tenner,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton,  David  R.  WUliams, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

CHURCH  m  GEORGETOWN. 
Mr.  FiNDLBT  called  np  the  bill  fof  incorpora* 
tiBg  ilie  Fftshftariui  Sooialy  in  Omt^jt^mn. 


Tiie  bill  waa  long,. and  was  read  by  sections.  One 
section  authorized  a  lottery  for  fioishiog  the 
church. 

Mr.  Clare  moved  to  strike  out  the  section; 
you  would  not  convert  your  chnrph  into  a  gam- 
bling house.  I  never  considered  that  religion  of 
the  best  kind  which  was  supported  by  lotteries. 

Mr.  Sloan. — I  am  for  striking  out.  I  never 
will  consent  to  an  act  authorizing  publio  gam- 
bling. 

Mr.  Clark.— Corporations  of  all  kindk,  but 
more  particularly  ecclesiastical  corporations,  are 
objects  of  my  particular  hatred.  Keligioo  I  do 
not  consider  of  this  world.  I  am  no  enemy  to  it, 
however ;  I  adore  it.  To  try  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Southard. — 1  can  see  no  possible  objec- 
tion to  an  act  of  incorporation  in  this  as  well  as 
other  cases.  There  are  many  advantag<  s  a  soci- 
ety of  this  nature  cannot  .enjoy  without  incorpo- 
ration. Donations  from  the  wealthy,  who  often 
beoueatb  hums  for  the  benefit  of  religion,  caooot 
be  held  without  aoeh  ineorporaiioo. 

Mr.  SLOAN.-^We  have  no  acts  of  incorpora- 
tion in  4he  society  in  which  I  was  brought  up, 
(the  duakers;)  yet  we  find  no  diifieiilty  mi  tot 
management  of  our  affairs — no  difficulty  in  re- 
eeiving  gifts.  I  abhor  all  ecclesiasfieal  corpora- 
tions. Conrgress  never  has,  and  I  hope  never  will, 
stain  its  pages  with  an  act  of  this  aort. 

Mr.  Smilie. — I  hope  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  will  not  frighten  himself  with  the  echo  of 
his  own  words.  No  evil  can  result  from  thtsaeu 
The  opinion  of  the  Quakers  is,  that  no  monef 
ought  to  assist  them  m  their  passage  to  heaven.; 
others  believe  that  oionevis  emf  loy<fd  to  the  beat 
advantage  in  this  way ;  netice  the Ctuakers never 
pay  those  who  preach  for  them,  while  almost  aU 
oth<pr  daaaea  or  Christiana  do.  Tbe  geotlemaa 
rrom  ^ew  Jersey  anrely  does  not  wish  to  forbid  m 
eJipfgy man's  payment.  I  hope  that  eitiaena  of 
different  persuasions  may  all  have  a  full  eDJof*- 
ment  of  their  modes  of  religious  worship. 

Mr.  Rlmbr.— There  never  was  a  nation  with*- 
out  religious  establishments.  All  sects,  eicepi 
the  QrUakera,  pay  their  preachers,  and  if  the 
preacbere  among  tbe  Ctuakers  have  not  a  direct 
salftrv,  they  find  means  to  obtain  something  of 
that  <ind  indirectly,  though  not  from  direct  funds. 
Considered  in  a  moral,  polk  lea  I,  and  religious 
view,  these  acts  of  incorporation  are  highly  ne» 
ces^sary  and  proper  for  the  well  being  of  society. 

Mr.  Clark.*— This  is  the  firt^  request  that  has 
been  made  to  Congress  for  a  religious  incorpora^ 
d6n;  if  we  check  it  now,  we  may  check  what 
may  hereafter  prove  an  immense  evil.  It  ia  from 
small  beginnings  that  great  disasters  usually  rise. 
Should  this  bill  pass,  I  foresee  what  may  perhaps 
in  time  coone  to  pa^.  I  can  foresee  the  practice 
of  pious  frauds.  The  prieets  dressed  in  their  ca* 
nonicals,  attending  tbe  rich  man  on  his  dying 
bed,  and  urging  the  repenting  sinner  to  part  with 
a  portion  of  his  wealth  for  the  good  of  the  church, 
and  for  the  obtainment  of  a  certain  passport  to 
heaven. 

Mr.  FiMDLBT.— -Thiiiaaaaccommodatinn  Cm« 
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gressonly  can  grant,  and  which  is  enjoyed  in  all 
the  Scutes. 

Mr.  Nicholson. — I  never  knew  an  application 
of  this  kind  to  be  refused  in  the  State,  a  part  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  In  the  Le- 
gislature of  that  State,  half  a  dozen  applications 
of  this  sort  would  have  been  granted  in  the  time 
we  have  already  spent  in  this  unnecessary  and 
shameful  debate.  Why  should  we  refuse?  If  a 
society  of  Hindoos  in  the  District  should  make 
such  an  application,  I  should  not  think  of  refu- 
sing them.  If  the  dying  rich  man  believes  the 
bestowment  of  a  pan  of  his  wealth  for  the  bene- 
fit of  relisrion  will  be  a  deed  rendering  htm  more 
acceptable  to  heaven,  shal^  he  be  deprived  of  this 
right  to  give,  because  another  thinks  otherwise  ? 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  the  1st  of  May. 

Mr.  Smilie  spoke  against  postponement. 

Mr.  dniifCY. — i  had  not  intended  to  open  iny 
mouth  on  a  subject  th^t  appeared  to  me  so  plain  ; 
where  our  duty  Was  so  apparent;  but  tae  debate 
lias  taken  so  strange  a  turn  that  I  must  make  a 
few  remarks*  TUis  is. a  mere  civil  affair — reli- 
gion has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  so  fur  as  we  are 
concerned  in  granting  or  refusins^  the  application. 
I  never  knew  an  applicattoQ  of  this  kind  to  be 
lefused — it  is  an  application  for  the  grant  of  cer- 
tain powers  to  a  certain  number  of  persons;  it  is 
like  an  application  for  the  incorporation  of  a 
liank,  or  anything  similar.  Congress  have  only 
to  Inquire  whether  or  not  the  ends  are  proper; 
whether  the  powers  asked  are.  or  ace  not  likely  to 
be,  injurious.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  ^Mr. 
Clark)  says,  that  incorporations  of  ail  kinds, 
particularly  ecclehiastii;ai,  are  objects  of  bis  great 
abborrence.  The  objects'  of  his  abhorrence  roust 
then  be  very  humeroos,  for  they  almost  erery^ 
where  aboaod.  In  Massachusetts  not^iing  can 
be  more  common.  The  incorporation  of  a  reli^ 
eious  society  is  not  for  the  mere  purpose  of  enar 
bling  sued  a  society  to  receive  the  gifts  that  may 
be  t^queaihed  them;  the  incorporation  is  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  a  society,  or  number  of  per- 
sons, to  transact  their. business,  to  hold  property, 
to  sue  and  he  sued,  ^.  Property  they  roust  hold, 
and.  if  not  held  as  a  corporate  body,  i,bey  must 
bold  it  as  joint  tenants — tenants  in  comroon-^or 
they  roust  have,  trustees  to  hold  it  lor  them,  or  a 
part  must  hold  as  trustees  for  the  rest;  and  hence 
arise  innumerable  difficulties,  litigations,  and  dis- 
agreements — difficulties  that  will  not  arise  in  cor- 
porate bodies.  You  have  only  to  take  care,  when 
an  act  of  incorporation  is  eranied,  that  no  powers 
be  granted  that  may  have^an  injurious  effect. 

|dr.  8oDTB4Rb. — The  incorporation  of  almost 
all  societies  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  public; 
the  incorporation  of  religious  bodies  has  ever 
been  beneficial  to  morals  and  to  society  at  large. 
It  enables  ihem  to  give  and  lo  receive  jusiice;  to 
sue  and  to  be  sued.  Tne  benefits  of  incorpora<- 
tion  are  innumerable ;  what  were  society  without 
them  ?  what  are  we  bui  a  corporate  body  7 

The  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading  by  a  large 
BUjority. 


Weonesoat,  February  19. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  communicating  information 
from  Captain  Meriwether  Lewis,  of  the  first  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  who  was  appointed,  with  a  party 
of  men,  to  eipiore  the  river  Missouri  from  its 
mouth  to  its  source.  The  Message  was  read,  and, 
together  with  the  documents  transmitted  there- 
with, ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  John  C.  ^mitb,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  enabliug  the  President  of 
the  .United  States  to  make  restitution  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Denmark  for  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  the  Danish  bri^ntine  called  the  Hen- 
rick;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gbeqq,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House,  of  the  twentieth  ultimo,  ^'to  inquire  into 
il>e  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  ad- 
judication of  claims  set  up  by  persons  in  virtue 
of  purchases,  or  transfers  from  purchasers  of 
lands  ot*  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  ema- 
nation of  grants,  under  their  authority,"  made  a 
report  thereon;  which  was*  read, and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  tbe  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  BoTLB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred, on  the  thirteenth  instant,  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aa 
act  for  aUerin^i:  the  time  for  holding  the  Circuit 
Court  in  the  district  of  North  Carolina,"  made  a 
report  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  bvthe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to 
State  judges  and  State  courts :"  Wher^pon,  the 
said  amendment,  together  with  the  bill,  were  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Sailly,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Bard^Mt. 
MoRBOw,  and  Mr.  Fowler. 

<    On  motion,  it  was 

JResolrfedn  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  amending  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
the  Library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Coa- 
gress,".80  as  to  extend  the  privilege  of  taking 
books  out  of  the  Library,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  State^^;  and 
that  the  Committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill| 
or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Jossph  Cljly,  Nichol- 
son, and  John  C.  Smith,  be  appointed  acooa* 
mil  tee,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
relating  lo  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  New  Or- 
leans," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  re^ 
ferred,on  the  eighth  ultimo^  the  petition  of  Fran- 
cis Aflnory.    Tae  Comaittes  ffOKi  and  reported 
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agaittst  ilie  prayer  of  the  petiliooer;  wbioli  was 
agreed  to  by  ihe  Hoose. 

The  House  took  into  coosMleratioa  tbe  amended 
bill  for  liyiag  a  duty  of  lea  dolJart  on  eyery  $lave 
imported  into  the  Uaited  States. 

various  aiaendoieots  were  mad^t  vhen  tbe  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  readiaf  on  Mondny* 

[As  the  bitl  sow  staads,  it  provides*  in  case  of 
smuggling  slaves  into  the  Uoited  Statasi  that  tbe 
-vessel  ia  which  they  are  brought  shall  be  forfeited. 
It  is  sileat  with  ve^pifd  to  the  iwk'Awn  or  lib^r^ 
tioB  of  theskves.} 

CHURCH  m  OEOKGBTOWN. 

The  bill  to  iocorporate  the  Trustees  of  a  Pres- 
b^teriaa  Church  in  Georgetown  was  read  a  third 
time, 

Mr.  Elmer  supported,  and  Messrs,  Jack80ii, 
Sloan.  Holland,  and  Rbea,  opposed  the  bilL 

The  question  was  takeo  by  yeas  and  nays,  «and 
the  bill  passed — yeas  72,  nays  40,  as  follows: 

Ybas— David  Bard,  Joseph  Bafker,  Wtas  Betlon, 
Banabaa  Bidwell,  WiUiam  BladUedge.  John  Blake, 
jan,,  James  M.  Bvoom,  Robert  Browa*' Jebn  CaiapbeH, 
Joha  Cbaiidlsr,  Martin  Ohittendea,  Joseph  Clay,  Ffed- 
eiick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Richard  Catts,Bsin- 
ael  W.  Dana,  Esra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jnniOT, 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUis,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  Willlaffl 
Ely,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamilton,  8eth  Hastings,  AVil- 
liam  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Michael 
Leib,  Henry  W.  Livioggton,  Dpncan  MacFarland, 
Patrick  Msgrader,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wil- 
liam McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Mbore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mnmlbn),  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Timothy  PHkin,  junior,  John  Pngh,  Josiah 
Qain<7,  John  Rea  of  Petfnaylvanla,  Jofaa  Rnssell,  fho- 
mas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schonemsn,  John  Smilie, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Sootbard,  Thomas  Spald- 
ing, iosoph  Stanton,  William  Slsdman,  Lewit  B. 
atQVffss,  Samael  Taggart,  Beniania  TaHmadge,  Sam* 
uel  Tanaey,  David  ThomaSi  ThonMw  W.  ThooiMOii, 
Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Corthmdt,  Killian  K.  VanlUns- 
aelaor,  Joseph  B,  Varawn,  Psleg  Wadsworth,.  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  WhttehaH  Bliphalet  Wiohee»  Na- 
than WiUisms,  and  Thomaa.  Wynne. 

Nays — ^Willis  Alston,  jaoior,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
Fhannel  Bishop,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Boyle,  William 
Butler,  Levi  Cssey,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher 
Clark,  Matthew  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crownin- 
shield,  WiUiam  Dickson,  Bliss  Earie,  Peter  Early,  John 
W.  Eppes,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Silas 
Hsisey,  James  HoHand,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas 
Kenan,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Thomas 
Newton*  junior,  Gideon  OTm,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Peter  Ssdlly,  Thomas 
Saadford,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smith, 
Samael  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Matlhew  Walton, 
David  R.  WilKams,  Marmadahe  WiUiama,  Alexaadev 
Wilson»and  Rtchasd  Wim. 

JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  JoBSPB  Clat^  from  ihe  coitimtttee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Levis  and 
Huah  Maxwell,  made  the  followiag  report : 

That,  on  a  memher  taking  his  aeat  ia  Congrsss  for 
the  flrsi  time,  it  haabeen  hefetofbia  castDmsry  to  sup* 
pi  J  him  with  a  eopgr  ol  the  J  ■■■nils  «f  the  Conptass 
9th  Con. — 16 


Udder  Ihe  Coafedaratiaa.  For  this  parpese,  by  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represealativsaf 
spproved  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1799,  the  Seciatary 
of  ihe  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives were  authorised  and  directed  to  subscribe  for  four 
hundred  copies  of  the  said  Journals,  then  proposed  td 
be  published  by  Richard  Folwell.  Those  copies  Were 
accordingly  procured,  and  have  been  distributed  to 
members  of  eath  Congress,  until  the  present.  At  the 
meeting  of  the  present  Congress  it  has  been  found  that 
only^n  copies  remsfo*  which  are  by  no  means  suffi- 
cient 10  supply  those  members  who  have  not  served  a 
former  Congress  with  one  copy  each. 

The  petitioBeis  o0sr  to  Anmish  oae  hundred  affi4 
thirty  eopie%  bound  in  boards,  to  be  delivered  at  Wasb* 
ingtoa»  at  $ld  a  set.  This  ia  the  prioe,  induding  bintd* 
ing  and  the  expense  of  transportation,  at  which  foimatf 
sets  wevB  fomished,  atid  is,  ss  the  oommittee  era  inr 
formed,  at  amuchJeas  rate  than  that  at  which  tfaa 
Journals  could  now.be  printed..   , 

Provlaion  ought,  perhsps,  to  be  made  for  priatiaf  at 
the  public  axpease  another  edition  of  these  important 
Journals ;  this,  however,  is  not  a  subject  on  which  youv 
committee  will,  at  this  tihie,  ofier  an  opinion ;  but  they 
can  see  no  reason  why  the  members.«who  have  now 
taken  their  seats  in  Congfress  for  Uie  first  time  should^ 
be  denied  those  Journals  with  which  members  of  every 
former  Congress  have  been  supplied.  They,  therefore, 
recommend  the  following  resohition : 

Reso^vedr  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  H  oase  of  Representatives  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  (he  Senate  and 
House  of  Reptrssentafives,  from  William  Levis  an4 
Hugh  Maxwell,  ISO  copies  of  Folwell's  edition  of  the' 
Journals  of  the  Ceogress  uodo'  the  Coafederation^  at 
sueh  psice,  not  exaeedmg  sixteen  dollars  per  set,  aa 
they  may  deem  eligibts. 

deferred  to  a  Comiahtae  of  the  whde  Hovse 
to-morrow. 

.TsvaaDAT,  Febraarf  2(X 

Mr.  John  C.  Bhita  from  the  Comimittee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  ea  the  savenih  n\» 
timo,  the  petition  of  Willie  Wilaoo,  made  a  re- 
port tlieraoa ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  c^ 
the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Joaiv  C.  SaiitH,  from  the  same  committee, ' 
presented- a  bill  making  prortsioa  fbr  extiivgai^- 
iDg  the  debts  doe  from  the  United  States ;  which 
waa  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committed 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  reKef  of  Philip  Nicklin 
and  Robert  Bagles&eld  Gkiffitb.  The  bill  waa 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Jqsbpb  Clat,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed yesterday,  presented,  according  to  onfter,  a  bill 
tn  amend  an  act  entitled  **An  act  concerning  the 
Library  for  the  use  of  both  Hooses  of  Congress ;" 
vrhieh  Was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mrtfee  of  the- Whole  to-morrow. 

Ordkred^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  fifth  in- 
stant, the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
payment  af  the  wimesaeB  and  other  expenacs  on 


183 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


484 


H.  OP  R. 


C^uarleaUnm^  Va, — Salaries  <f  Judg^. 


Feb  RD  ART,  1806. 


the  impeachment  of  Samael  Chase,  and'  to  which 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  also  committed,  od 
the  eleventh  instant,  the  hill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  the  com- 
pensation of  witnesses,  who  attended  the  trial  of 
the  impeachment  of  Samael  Chase,"  he  dischar- 
ged from  the  consideration  of  the  said  last  men- 
tioned bill ;  and  that  the  said  bill  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled '^An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Cincinnati)  and  State  of  Ohio. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment  there- 
to; which  was  twice  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
mentf  be  read  the  third  thne  to-morrow. 
On  motion,  it  was   * 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Land^  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  a  pre-emotion  right  to  George  Ash, 
of  one  mile  square  of  land,  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, to  include  his  improvements, 

Mr.  Newton  sai^,  he  bad  been  requested  to 

E resent  several  resolutions,  unanimously  adopted 
y  the  citizens  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  ex- 
pres.sive  of  their  indignation .  at  the  conduct  of 
Britain  on  the  restrictions  and  plundering  to  which 
our  commerce  is  exposed;  and  at  the  degrading 
aituation  to  which  our  brave  seamen  are  subjected 
by  arbitrary  and  illegal  impressments  $  abo,  e^- 
preasive  of  their  determination  to  support,  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes,  such  measures  as  the 
councils  of  this  nation  may  adopt. 

Mr.  N»  said  he  was  happy,  on  this  occasion,  to 
be  made  the  organ  of  this  communication.  The 
resolutions  were  characterized,  Mr.  N.  said,  by  that 
language  which  had  been  used  on  the  birth-day 
of  American  freedom  and  independence ;  and  they 
breathed  a  spirit  highly  hcmorable  to  the  citizens 
of  a  free  and  independent  nation. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

CHARLESTOWN,  VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  Crowhinsbield,  irom  th«  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  made  a  report  on 
the  p«tition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  CharleHtown, 
Virginia,  praying  that  said  place  may  be  made  a 
port  of  entry  and  delivery. 

The  report  is  detailed,  and  assigned  variety  of 
reasons  ajg^ainst  the  expediency  of  granting  the 
prayer  or  the  petitioners,  and  concludes  with  a 
resolution  that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw  their 
petition. 

The  Hou^,  having  taken  the  report  into  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  Jackson  observed  that  the  facts  detailed  in 
the  report  were  conceded.  It  was  probable  that 
there  would  never  be  a  vessel  entered  at  Charles- 
town  from  a  foreign  country.  With  regard  to 
the  success  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  Mr. 
J.  said  he  should  not  have  been  sanguine,  biit  for 
a  Conatitotionai  provision  which  he  considered 


im  perative.  No  port  of  entry  existed  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  Virginia,  in  consequence  of  which,  ves- 
sels sailing  from  Chariestown  were  obliged  to 
pay  duties  at  New  Orlean^^  ~  The  Constitutional 
provision,  to  which  he  alluded,  was  this:  *^No 
preference  'shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of 
commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
ever  those  of  another ;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to 
or  from  one  State  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay 
duties  in  another."  Was  it  not  obvious  that  a 
preference  was  given  to- the  ports  of  one  State 
over  those  of  another  by  requiring  th«  vessels  of 
the  one.  to  enter  and.clear  in  the  ports  of  the  other ; 
and  was  it  not  also  obvious  that  the  latter  part  of 
the  provision  was  equally  violated  ?  It  would  be 
a  great  convenience  tq  the  petitioners  to  give 
bonds  and  take  out  clearances  in  the  neighorhood 
of  the  place  where  their  vessels  are  built,  instead 
oi  being  obliged  to  go  to  a  distance  of  2,000 
miles,  where  they  would  find  themselves  among 
strangers. 

lAvi  CROWNiNffBifiLD  obscrvcd  that  there  were 
several  ports  of  entry  already  in  Virginia  from 
which  ve^s  might  clear  without  paying  duties 
at  New  Orleans.  He  further  observed  that  New 
Orleans  and  Natchez  were  not  within  the  limits 
of  a  State^  and  therefore  were  not  embraced  by 
the  Constitutional  provision  referred  to;  and 
added  that  duties  were  only  paid  on  the  entry  of 
vessels Trom  a  foreign  country. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  thought  there  was  sufficient, 
plausibility  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  to  give  the  subject  a  full  discussion. 
He^  therefore^  moved  a  reference  of  the  report  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday, 
which  was  agreed  to — yeas  59. 

eALARIES  OP  JUDGES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  a  bill  from  .the  Senate^  relative  to 
the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans. 

The  bill  inereftses  the  aaUries  of  thd  judges  of 
the  superior  and  district  court  from  two  thousand 
to  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  and  allows 
I.  B.  P/evost,a  judgeof  the  superior  court,  an  ad- 
ditional salary  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  services 
heretofore  performed  by  him  without  the  fiid  of 
the  other  judges. 

Messrs.  Sloan  und  MERiWBTHEtt  caHed  for 
information  relative  to  the  grounds  on  which  the 
proposed  increase  of  salaries  is  made. 

Mr.  Early  replied,  that,  since  the  organization 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  the  President  had  not 
been'able  to  obtain  any  person  or  persons  properly 
qualified,  except  Mr.  Prevost,  who  haa  conse* 
queutly  been  ooliged  to  perform  all  the  duties  of 
the  court;  that  it  was  requisite  £6r  the  judges  not 
only  to  understaiid  the  laws  of  their  own  country, 
but  likewise  those  of  the  country  to  whom  the 
Territory  belonged  pevious  to  its  cession ;  and, 
in  addition  to  this,  it  was  necessarv  for  them  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  Fredch  ana  Spanish  lan- 
guages. Added  to  this,  the  price  of  livins  was 
extremely  highland  the  climate  very  unheallhy. 

Mr.  FiNnLET  eorroborattd  tlMsstatement. 
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Tbe  Committee  rose  and  reported  tbeir  agree- 
ment to  the  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  a  third 
readiDg  this  day. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time. 

Messrs.  Mesiwstbbr  and  Q.  W.  Campbell 
opposed,  aad  Messrs.  J.  Clat,  Clark,  and  Nich- 
olson, supported  the  bill. 

Mr.  CoMRAD  moved  a  postponement  of  the  bill 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Jagkbon  hoped  the  bill  wotild  be  redom- 
Boitted  to  a  select  committee  empowered  to  pass 
in  review  the  salaries  of  all  the  jttdKes  of  the  Uni 
ted  States.  He  did  not  think  the  salaries  in  this 
bill  too  high,  but  he  thought  those  allowed  to  the 
other  judges  too  low. 

Mf.  Rhba  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lbib  tnouffht  too.  much  celerity  should 
90t  be  given  to  tne  passage  of  an  appropriation, 
bill. 

Mr.  Early  spoke  against  xhe  postponement. 

Mr  Stanton  spoke  against  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion- to 
postpone,  which  was  carried^ayes  50, 


Frioay,  February  21. 

Mr.  Nicholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for -the  support  of  Government,  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six  ;  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en  titled^' An  act 
authorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the  town 
of  Cincinnati  and  State  of  Ohio,''  together  with 
the  amendment  agreed  to  yesterday,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate,  to  suspend 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  certain  parts  of  the  island  of  St.  Do- 
xning^o.  This  bill  prohibits  all  commercial  inter- 
course between  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  any  part  of  the  island  of  St. 
Domingo  not  in  the  possession  and  under  the 
acknowledged  Government  of  France;  in  viola- 
tion of  this  provision,  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  to 
he  forfeited.  It  is  limited  to  one  year,  and  the 
President  is  authorized,  at  any  intermediate  time, 
to  take  off  the  restraints  and  prohibitions. 

Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday.  v 

NICKLIN  AND  GRIFFITH. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Nicklin  and  R. 
E.  Griffith  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed-^ 
yeas  69,  nays  40,  as  follows : 

Ybab — Wiltis  Alston,  jr.»  Isaac  Anderson,  Da^ld 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Phannel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr., 
James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John  Campbell,  Jdtok 
Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  Jacob  Crowhinshield,  Richard 
CatU,  Samael  W.  Dana,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Ear- 
ly, James  Elliot,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  WiHtam  Ely,  Wil- 
liam  Pin^y,  James  Fisk,  Andrew  Oregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Greea,  Silas  Halsey,  8eth  Hastings,  David  Holmes, 
JohnG.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Mi- 
chael Leih^  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Robert  Marion,  Josi- 
ah  Maaten,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie, 


Thomas  Mpore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gor- 
don S.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton^ 
jr^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rossell* 
Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John 
Smilie,  Samnel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spald- 
ing, Joseph  Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag* 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Da^ 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  CorUandt,  KiUian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.Verplanck,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  John  Whttehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet 
Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
Richard  Winn^  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Na%s — Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Blackledge,  Thom^ 
as  Blount,  John  Boyle,  William  Butler,  Leri  Casej, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Elias  Earle,  Caleb 
Ellis,  John  W.  Eppes,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick  Magmder,  David  Meri- 
wether Gideon  Olin,  John  Pngh,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
syWania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  SandfiHrd, 
Martin  G.  Schnneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stad- 
man,  Tbonoas  W.  Thompson,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Da- 
vid R.  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

SALARIES  OF  JUDGES. 

The  bill  for  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  judges 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  rejected — yeas  45,  nays  68,  as  follows : 

Yb AS— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  David  Bard,  William  Black- 
ledge,  James  M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John  Camp- 
bell, John  Claiborne,  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Peter  Early, 
William  Findley,  John  Fowler,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  SeUi 
Hastings,  Michael  Leib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCieery,  Nicho- 
las R.  Moore,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Josiah  Quin(^,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  John  Smi- 
lie, John  Cotton  Smith,  William  Stedman,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Samnel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
num,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Matthew  WaJton,  John 
WhitehUl,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Williams,  Na- 
than Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

NATs--«-Isaac  Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger*  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas 
Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas 
Blount,' Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W.  Camp- 
bell, Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Matthew  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezm 
Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  James  Elliot, 
Caleb  Ellis,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  WUliam  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Good- 
y^n,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Halsey,  John 
Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jack- 
son, Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Duncan  Mao- 
Fsrland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  David  Mer- 
iwether, Jeremiah  Moitow,  John  Morrow,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pngh,  • 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Ebetaeser  Seaver,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton, 
Lewis  B.  StUTiTMf  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Thomas  W. 
Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Robert  WhitdhilJ,  Marmadnks 
WUlivns,  and  Alexander  Wiison« 
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Mr.  Jaokbon  obseryed,  tkat  the  House  bftviQ;g 
dffcided  ftgeiiitft  augmeotinff  tbc  salaries  of  the 
jndffes  of  the  Territory  of  OrleaDs,  iA  cooseqaence, 
probably,  of  the  idea  that  a  general  review  of  the 
aviaries  of  the  judges  of  the  several  Territories  of 
the  United  States  should  be  previously  made,  he 
wotffd,  io  eorrespoodence  wrth  that  impression, 
olfer  the  following  resolution : 

Ruobmd^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increase 
ing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  District  of  CoFumbia,  or  any 
Of  them ;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  report  by  bill 
<fr  otherwise. 

On  the  question  to  take  this  motion  into  consid- 
eiation,  the  House  divided — ayes  33. 

YAZOO  OLAIMa 

Mi.  GRBGG^  agreeably  to  notice  given  yester-* 
day»eaUed  for  the  order  of  the  day,  on  a  resolu 
tbo  offered  by  him  on  the  6ih  day  oi  December, 
tot  tke  repeal  of  so  much  of  an  aei  of  Congress 
Mgulaling  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  Uwted  States  south 
of  the  State  of  I'ennessee,  as  appropriates  any 
portion  thereof  to  the  satisfaction  of  claims  under 
certain  acts  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Mbriwbtbbr  moved  a  postponement  till 
Monday. 

Mr.  EiPPBs  moved  a  postponement  till  the  sec- 
ond Monday  of  March.  He  said  every  member 
kvirw  his  sentiments  on  this  subject.  He  was  in 
filvor  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentdeman  from 
Pennsylvania.  Buft  white  so  many  interesting 
eubjectSjin  whith  the  national  welfarewasdirect- 

a  rnvolved,  remained  unacted  upon,  he  did  think 
at  everything  calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  House,  ought  to  be  withheld  from  consider- 
ation ;  that  no  unpleasant  circumstances,  or  di- 
Tision  of  opinion  on  subordinate  points,  should 
prevent  the  concurrence, of  men  of  all  parties  in 
the  adoption  of  measures  called  for  by  tbe  iater- 
esling  crisis  of  our  afiairs. 

Mr.  Greos  did  not  know  on  what  ground  gen- 
tlemen inferred  that  thia  propoeitioo  was  «*alcu- 
kued  to  cauae  more  division  amongifae  members 
•f  thie  Home  than  any  other  proposition  which 
■ught  be  offered.  It  was  a  plain  and  shnpieqiiee- 
liMi.  whether  it  was  not  best,  under  all  the  eir- 
oQtnatanoes  of  the  cose,  to  repeal  the  law  making 
mi  a^ppropriatton  for  satisfying  the  claims  under 
Ifce  act  proposed  to  be  repealed,  that  Congress 
Bright  thus  forever  ,be  done  with  the  subject? 
Mr.  G.  said  he  had  forborne  celling  up  this  reso- 
lution, for  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  Though  he  cooMder^d  the  sub 
ject  important,  and  that  it  behooved  the  Legisla- 
ture to  decide  upon  it  at  an  early  day«  he  had 
thought  it  most  advisable  hot  to  call  it  up  till 
the  great  national  business  befoi^e  the  House  was 
attended  to.  This  last  business  had  been,  unei- 
Bectedly  to  him,  delaved  from  time  to  time,  and 
&e  thought  it  probable  that  the  resolution  under 
consideration  could  be  acted  upon  before*  the 
House  were  prepared  to  act  on  the  national  busi- 
He  regretted  that  the  -subject  of  our  differ- 


enoeswitb  one  of  the  belligerent  natiooa  had  not, 
before  this  time,  been  acted  on.  He  had  laid  % 
resolution  on  the  table  on  this  subject,  four  weeka- 
ago,  but  it  had  been  delayed  by  a  call  for  various 
Treaf»ary  statements'^ which  he  regretted  having 
consented  to  aak,  as,  in,  his  opiuiua,  they  had  na 
bearing  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  JAOK0O1I  reae  to  move  a  postponement 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  Lbib  said,  a»  this  motion  involved  a  decis- 
ion of  the  Baa  in  qoeation,  he  would  call  for  the 
taking  of  the  yeas  and  nay& 

Mr.  Thomas  hoped  the  geatlennn  from  Vii^ 
giaia  (Mr.  Jaokbov)  would  withdraw  hismotiMi^ 
as,  from  its  going  to  reject  the  resolution,  it  would 
produce  all  the  remarlLs  which  woold  arise  from 
a  direct  diacitssioii  ef  it.  For  the  reasona  which 
had  been  urged  by  the  gentlematt  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.EppEs.)  who  had  first  spoken,  which  he  con- 
sidered very  cogent ;  and  as  th«  aub^ect  of  com- 
promise was  progressing,  and  might  be  settled  he- 
fore  the  second  Monday  of  March,  he  hoped  the 
motion  for  an  indefinrte  postponement  woold  be 
withdrawn,  and  that  .for  a  postponement  to  the 
second  Monday  of  March  prevail. 
•  Mr,  Jacicson  said  if  he  viewed  the  subject  in 
the  same  light  with  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken,  he  would  agree  to  wthdraw  his  motion. 
iHecould.  however,  never  make  principle  bend  to 
expediency.  Principle  had  heretofore  governed 
his  vote,  and  should  stilt  continue  to  govern  it. 
Even  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  he  doubled 
the  propriety  of  adopting  the  resolution.  It  was 
known  there  was  another  subject,  connected  with 
it.  before  the  Legislature.  If  that  should  be  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  it  might  be  proper  to  agree 
to  this  resolution.  As  there  was  a  probability  that 
that  subject  would  come  before  the  House,  he  did 
not  wish  to  bring  the  subject  twice  before  them 
in  one  session,  ns  discussion  had  heretofore  ez- 
i.  cited  all  th^  malignant  passions  of  the  human 
'heart,  and  it  was  well  calculated  to  disturb  that 
harmony  which  ought  assiduously  to  he  cherish- 
ed when  they  were  on  the  eve  of  entering  on  busi- 
ness of  the  deepest  national  interest. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  wished  the  subject  could  be  avoid- 
ed altogether.  He  was  heartily  sick  of  h,  and, 
wished  to  get  rid  of  it  forever.  But  he  thought 
it  roost  proper  that  the  question  of  compromise 
should  first  be  decided.  If  that  were  negatived, 
the  course  pointed  out  by  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennaylvania  might  be  necessary, 

Mr.  Alston  hoped  the  motion  for  an  indefinite 
postponement  would  prevail.  He  said  that  though 
his  sentiments  were  not  changed  on  this  subji-ct, 
and  though  they  were  the  same  now  as  they  ever 
had  been,  he  did  believe  the  tranquillity  of  the 
nation  depended  much  on  the  decision  of  this 
question,  and  the  meeting  it  fairly  and  fully.  He. 
hoped  this  would  take  place  this  session ;  b^l  with, 
hift  friend  Uam  Virginia,  he  hoped  the  subject 
would  not  now  be  taken  up.  He  thought  that  the 
other  question,  relative  to  a  eompromiseof  claima, 
should  be  previously  discussed.  If  the  questioa. 
of  compromise  could  not  be  agreed  to,  he  woold 
agree  tothatcottraa  which  would  preveat  thaauh* 
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jeet  from  ever  beiog  agitated  within  th^e  waHs, 
by  traosferring  it  eDtirely  to  tl>e  -judiciary  triba- 
Dals  of  the  couDtry.  He  would  rather  make  a 
Tohintary  retara  ol'  the  whole  territory  to  Geor- 
gia than  softer  the  subject  to  rematti  in  its  prevent 
ataie.  Should  the  eomproihise  be  opt  agreed  to, 
b«  woald,  in  proper  time,  lay  a  proposition  to  l^his 
effect  before  the  House.  He  thought  the  interest 
of  ibe  nation  required  the  getting  rid  of  the  sub- 
ject in  this  way. 

Mr.  Jaokson  withdrew  his  motion.  He  said 
•his  object  could  be  effected  by  postponing  the  res- 
olutioo  from  titne  to  tine,  till  tbe'qoestioo  of  com- 
promise «hould  be* first  decided.  He  was  indeed 
willing  that  both  questions  should  be  deciJied  %t 
4he  same  time.  * 

Mr.  Clauk  ilr«s  reaHy  eoncemed  bis  colleague 
liad  made  th  is  motion.  The  resolatibn  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  bad  been  before  them 
two  months,  and  not  a  single  st^  taken  respeqt- 
ukf^  it,  and  now  we  are  told  we  ate  not  to  act  upon 
it,  till  a  proposition,  not  even  before  us,  shall  be 
decided*  upon.  Whatever  may  be  before  the  other 
bl-uieh  or  the  Lesisiature,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to 
^arguc  upon  h.  What  prospect,  then,  is  there  to 
^et  at  this  subject.^  when  gentlemen  say  their  ob- 
ject is  to  postpone  it  from  time  to  time,  till  a  prop- 
osition, in  its  embryo.  i»haM  be  decided  upon"? 
If  the  subject  were  really  considered  as  composed 
€f  such  iAfiammable  materii^ls  as  some  gentlemen 
think,  the  sooner  h  is  decided  the  better.  Mr.  C. 
aaid  he  was  ready  to  go  at  once  into  the  discu*- 
aiooi  and  he  thought,  the  hitler  the  battle,  the 
«ariiier  would  be  the  p^ee  that  followed  it.  He 
was  ready  to  repeal  the  law,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  some  gentlemen,  gave  a  sanction  to  claims 
founded  in  fraud  and  corruption. 

Mr.  Grbou  said  he  had  no  objeetion  to  the  post- 
ponement moved  by  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia, 
provided  they  eould  g^t  at  the  business  contem- 
plated by  him.  But  if  this  could  not  be  done,  he 
Wttfl  rather  for  going  into  a  consideration  of  the 
resokitioii.  As  to  the  prop^itioo  of  compromise, 
be  knew  nothing  of  it.  No  propoaition  of  this 
kind  had  beeu  received,  by  the  House,  from  the 
claimants.  To  postpone,  therefore,  this  resolution 
for  a  business  they  kn^w  nothing  about,  was  very 
•extraordinary.  If  he  was  satisfied  they  could  ffet 
«t  thitt  business  within  the  time  mentioned,  lie 
would  be  content  to  let  It  rest  for  the  present.  But 
•8  that  was  tinoertain,  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr»  Q.  W.  Campbell  hoped  the  motion  to  post- 
pone would  prevail.  Business  of  much  more  im- 
portance claimed  a  prior  attention.  He  conceived 
that  the  resolution,  when  investigated,  would  be 
Ibund  to  contain  a  very  curious  principle  #hich 
<he  House  would  not  be  likely  to  adopt.  It  went, 
not  merely  to  decide  on  the  rights  of  others,  but^ 
U>  strip  them  of  the  ri]ght  of  deciding  upon  tfao^e 
rights.  He  should  be  against  deciding  on  tlie 
re«olution  until  they  had  previously  decided  the 
^oesition  of  compromise,  as  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary,  before  this  decision  was  made,  to  de- 
prive themselves  of  the  power  of  allowing  claims 
which  might  be  blrooght  before  them*    Tha  poat^i 


ponement  would  leaTe  an  opening  to  Comj^ss  to 
act  on  these  claims  as  they  might  see  fit.  For 
this  reason,  and  in  order  that  business  of  greater 
moment  might  be  taken  up  in  the  first  instance, 
he  should  be  in  favor  of  the  postponement. 

The  question  was  then  tasen  on  the  postpoBia- 
ntient,  until  the  second  Monday  of  March,  and 
carried — yeas  73,  nays  39. 

PAYM£IfT  OF  WITNJESSSBa 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  cf 
the  Whole  on  ^e  bill  fVom  the  Senate,  providing 
for  the  pavra«nt  of  the  wkneiases  <»i  the  trial  of 
Bamud  Chase. 

Mr.  f  •  C.  Smith  said,  at  the  close  of  the  laat 
session,  a  biH  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  had 
gone  from  the  House  to  the  Senate,  and  been  di»- 
agreed  to  by  them.  The  Senate  on  their  part, 
had  passed  a  bill  providing  (br  the  payment  of  aU 
the  witnesbcs,  to  which  the  House  had  disagreed. 
A  conference  had  taken  place  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  Houses,  and  the  bill  bad  been  lost 
from  a  want  of  concurrence.  The  consequence 
was,  the  witn^ses  still  remained  uqcompensat^d; 
some  of  whom  have  sustain^  heavy  expenses. 
Petitions  received  this  session  fVom  sereral  wit- 
nesses on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  bad  been  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  who  bad  re- 
ported a  bill,  which  was  the  same  in  substance 
with  that  adopted  by  the  House  the  last  session ; 
the  committee  not  considering  themselves  at  lib- 
erty to  depart  from  the  principle  then  established 
by  the  House. 

It  wlis  for  the  House  to  decide  how  long  this 
unprofitable  contest  (for  unprofitable  it  surely  was 
to  the  witnesses)  should  be  kept  up.  Mr.  S.  said 
he  was  not  disposed  to  go  into  a  consideration  of 
the  question,  wnetber  the  expenses  of  an  impeach- 
ment should  in  all  case^  be  incurred  by  the  Clov- 
ernment.  He  would  barely  observe  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  been  unanimous ;  and  if  the  House  should 
adhere  to  the  ground  thev  had  taken^  no  compen- 
sation would  be  allowea  to  the  witnesses.  He 
submitted  it,  whether,  under  these  circumstaocea, 
it  were  proper  to  keep  up  such  a  conflict.  Jt  h«4 
so  happened  that  many  of  the  witnesses,  sommoiH 
ed  by  the  accused,  had  been  used  by  the  managervL 
and  the  process  of  summoning  them  had  been  siu^- 
liar  on  both  sides.  In  the  bill,  there  was  an  omi3^ 
sion  to  provide  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  tha 
^nanagers.  If  no  other  gentleman  proposed  aa 
amendment,  he  should  think  it  his  duly  to  offer 
one,  providing  for  these  expenses.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  agree  to  the  bill  Some  gentle- 
men might  think,  bjr  agreeing  to  it,  they  evinced 
an  opinion  of  the  gurlt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 
But  such  a  vote  could  not  be  viewed  in  this  light! 
The  House  had  exercised  their  Constitutional  right 
by  voting  an  impeachment,  while  the  Senate  had 
exercised  the  same  right  in  acquitting  the  accused. 
The  same  bo  ly  who  had  acqfoitted,  had  sent  down 
Ibis  bill,  involving  their  opinion  that  the  proposed 
compensation  to  witnesses  was  rigbt.  (odeed  he 
considered  tha  bill  from  the  Senate  as  a  taxatjmi 
of  coats  by  the  court  who  sat  on  this  oocasion. 
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Mr.  Macon,  with  a  view  to  try  the  question, 
whether  the  House  would  agree  to  pay  all  the  wit- 
nesses, moved  to  insert  after  the.  word  witnesses 
the  words — "on  behalf  of  the  United  States." 
He  said  the  history  of  this  bosiness  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Connectieut  was  correct.  The 
accused  had  been  acquitted  by  a  Constitutional 
majority,  consisting  of  a^minbrity  of  the  Senate. 
It  was  not/he  believed,  the  practice  in  an^  crim- 
inal court,  of  any  State  in  the  Union,  for  witnesses 
summoned  by  the  defendant,  to  be  paid  by  the 
State.  The  States,  in  many  instances,  pay  their 
own  witnesses^  where  the  person  accused  is  not  con- 
Ticted,  but  with  respect  to  the  conflict  between 
the  two  Houses,  he  was  convinced  the  decision 
of  this  House  was  correct ;  and  that  it  accorded 
with  the  general  usage  throughout  the  United 
States.  If  there  was  an  exception,  he  did  not  re- 
collect it.  It  was  true  that  one  or  the  other  House 
must  give  way,  or  the  bill  would  be  lost.  He 
would~much  rather  that  it  should  be  rejected  by 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  than  that 
it  should  pslss  as  it  then  stood.  If  the  Senate  had 
oiSered  this  bill,  it  is  equally  true  that  the  grand 
jury,  who  make  a  bill,  have  refused  it.  The  two 
Houses  stood  on  the  same  ground.  One  are  the 
triers  and  the  other  the  hearers.  If  Congress 
agree  to  pav  all  the  expenses  of  an  impeachment, 
the  impeacned  may  run  the  expenses  to  such  an 
amount  as  to  prevent  a  trial.  Why  pay  the  ex- 
penses in  this  case,  if  not  in  any  other  ?  Shall 
they  be  paid  because  this  man  is  a  judge,  and  not 
a  man  arraigned  before  a  judee  ?  When  a  judge 


is  tried  he  deserves  no  more  indulgence  than  a  pri 
rate  individual,  and  though  he  is  acquitted  the 
acquittal  is  not  such  as  to  convince  the  nation,  or 
any  other  bod)[  of  men,  that  he  is  innocent.  It 
was  not  that  kind  of  acquittal  which  an  honest 
man  would  wish.  It  was  constitutional,  but  not 
by  a  majority  of  the  Senate.  Are  we,  under  these 
circumstances,  obliged  to  pay  the  witnesses  he  has 
chosen  to  summon?  Believing,  as  he  did,  the 
man  guilty,  and  the  charges  in  many  instances, 
supported,  tne  payment  of  his  witnesses  appeared 
to  him  a  very  strange  thing.  In  this,  as  in  every 
other  case^  he  was  willing  to  yield  to  a  Constitu- 
tional decision,  but  he  could  never  consent  to  pay 
the  witnesses  of  the  accused. 

Mr.  Alston  said  the  amendment  went  to  try 
the  question,  whether  the  House  would  agree  to' 

Jay  all  the  witnesses  aumq[ioned  on  the  trial  of 
udge  Chase.  Before  it  was  made^  the  honorable 
Speaker  ought  to  have  told  the  House  whether 
they  could  determine  which  witnesses  were  sum- 
moned on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
on  the  part  of  Judge  Chase.  From  everything 
which  he  had  seen,  (and  he  had  examined  all  the 
documents  on  the  subject,)  he  had  found  no  dau 
Upon  which  to  determine  what  witnesses  had  been 
summoned  on  one  side  or  the  other,  unless  from  the 
recollection  of  gentlemen,  by  which  he  supposed 
the  House  wouldnot  consen  t  to  be  governed.  When 
the  question  was  before  the  House  the  last  session, 
he  had  expressed  his  doubts  whether  they  ought 
to  pay  the  witnesses  of  an  accused  man,  whether 
lie  was  acquitted  or  convicted;  but  he  was  now 


convinced,  that  until  Congress  passed  a  law,  pre- 
scribing how  witnesses  ace  to  be  paid,  they  were 
bound  to  pay  them.  No  such  law  had  been  passed. 
He  would  ask  gentlemen  learned  in  the  law,  wheth- 
er a  witness  on  the  part  of  Judge  Chase  could  de- 
mapd  isompensation  from  him  ?  Have  we  passed 
any  law,  prescribing  bow  much  shall  be  paid,  or 
how  it  shall  be  done?  No  such  law  has  been 
passed.  Mr.  A.  said,  be  thought  gentlemen  were 
carrving  their  prejudices  too  far  in  this  instance. 
He  nad  voted  for  five  out  of  ei|;ht  of  the  Articles, 
but  the  Senate  had  acquitted  him  of  all  of  them. 
He  was  contented  with  this  decision,  and  so  fai 
as  he  was  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  those 
be  represented,  he  believed  thev  too  were  satisfied. 
It  was  not  now  a  question  how  tnis  principle  should 
be  settled.  If  a  general  law  were  iMrought  before 
them,  there  was  no  doubt,  but  that,  if  a  roan  so 
conducted  himself  as  to  bring  himself  to  a  triaj^ 
he  should  pay  his  own  witnesses,  provided  such 
law  declared  how  much  they  should  be  paid.  The 
honorable  Speaker  had  said  tber&was  not  a  S,tate 
in  the  Union. in  which  the  witnesses  of  a  person 
indicted  and  acqnitted  were  paid  by  the  State. 
Mr.  A.  said  he  believe^ in.  Virginia,  when  amaa 
was  indicted  and  acquitted,  he  was  not  subject  to 
the  payment  ofcosts.  If  this  were  true,  one  State 
at  least,  and  that  the  largest  ia  the  Union,  had  set 
a  different  examine ;  and  if  precedent  was  enti- 
tled to  any. influence,  it  was  against  the  Speaker. 
Mr»A.  said  this,  however,  hwd  no  weight  with 
him.  The  great  objection  with  him,  was,  that 
they  could  not  discriminate  the  witnesses  of  the 
United  States  from  those  of  the  accused;  and  if 
they  could  ascertain  them,  tbe/e  was  no  law 
prescribing  how  the  latter  snould  be  paid  by  the 
accused. 

Mv.  Jackson  believed  Congress  bound  to  ren- 
der compensation  to  the  witnesses  on  the  trial  of 
Judge  Chase,  on  the  abstract  principle  of  justice 
and  right,  as  well  as  from  precedent  and  practice. 
The  argument  of  the  honorable  Speaker  militated 
against  the  inference  drawn  by  him.  He  says  the 
accused  may  multiply  witnesses  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  defeat  a  prosecution.  If  the  propositioni 
however,  be  examined  in  all  its  bearings,  it  will 
be  found  to  operate  most  severely,  and  umost  es- 
clusively^  on  the  man  impeached  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  no  matter  for  what  cause,  or 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  innocent.  If  the  House 
.-are  determined  to  destroy  him,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  vote  an  impeachment,  which  will  impose  upon 
him  a  ruinous  burden.  ^Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not 
apply  these  reinarks  exclusively  to  the  impeach- 
ment of  Judge  Chase.  The  Journal  of  the  House 
would  show  that  he  was  in  favor  of  his  impeach- 
ment. But  as  be  bad  been  acquitted  bj  the 
Constitutional  tribunal,  clothed  whh  authority  to- 
prOnouqce  him  guilty  or  innocent — the  dernier 
tribunal  constituted  for  such  cases — he  did  not 
consider  himself  justified  to  say,  after  their  deci- 
siob.  that  he  was  guilty.  He  held  himself  bound 
by  tne  judicial  decisions  and  laws  of  the  country, 
though  as  an  individual  he  migM  dissent  from 
some  of  them*  The  United  States  mi^ht,  in  case 
a  peison  acquitted  on  an  impeaohment  is  com- 
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pelled  to  pay  his  witnesses,  multiply  charges  em- 
Draciog  the  whole  life  of  the  accused,  and  tracing 
him  from  the  district  of  Maine  to  Georgia,  so  as 
to  compel  him,  in  order  to  refute  the  charges,  to 
adduce  ten  times  as  many  witnesses  as  would  oth- 
erwise be  necessary.  Tiie  true  rule  is,  that  the 
court  shall  decide  what  witnesses  are  proper  to  be 
taxed  in  the  costs,  and  what  are  not.  The  Sen- 
ate, who  in  this  instancp  are  the  court,  have  de- 
cided that  all  shall  be  taxed.  They  were  perfectly 
competent  to  decide  whether  anv  witnesses  of 
the  accused  were  brought  forwara  'without  suffi- 
cient cause,  or  whether  they  were  essential  to  the 
defence.  It  is  manifest,  by  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration, that  they  have  made  the  latter  decision. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carrlina  is  correct  in 
his  statement  of  precedent.  The  uniform  course 
in  Virginia,  is  to  tax  the  attendance  of  witnesses, 
who  are  naid  out  of  the  public  Treasury;  and 
those  on  tne  part  of  the  defendant  in  the  same  way 
as  those  on  the  (>drt  of  the  prosecution.  This 
practice  has  been  extended  so  far  as  to  embrace 
the  payment  of  witnesses  from  another  State.  In 
a  late  case,  although  as  far  as  the  opinfon  of  the 
court  could  go,  a  man  was  declared  guilty  of  the 
'  crime  with  which  he  was  charged,  yet,  the  jury 
having  pronounced  him  innocent,  a  witness  on  his 
part,  brought  from  Kentucky,  wa^  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury.  ^  This  is  not  the  case  where  the. 
individual  is  convicted.  If  he  possess  sufficient 
property,  that  is  answerable  for  the  expenses.      , 

The  Senate,  undoubtedly,  possess  the  right  to 
say  whether  the  witnesses  adduced  are  necessary : 
and  if,  in  any  future  case,  improper  witnesses  shall 
be  brought  forward,  they  may  refuse  to  tax  them. 
This  bill  does  not  provide  for  all  cases  of  impeach- 
inent,  but  is  confined  to  the  case  of  Samuel  Chase. 
Mr.  J.  said  he  would  submit  whether  it  was  pro- 
per or  just  to  compel  men  at  a  great  expense  to 
attend  at  the  seat  of  Goveirnment  in  an  an  incle- 
ment season  of  the  year  without  giving  them  a 
compensation.  If  a  law  had  been  previously  passed 
prescribing  that  the  witnesses  of  the  accused  should 
be  paid  by  him,  they  would  have  required  some 
assurance  from  him.  But  as  no  discrimination 
had  been  made  between  the  witness^,  they  came 
forward  in  full  faith  that  the  Government  would 
allow  them  a  liberal  compensation. 

Mr.  Nicholson  said  he  had  but  a  few  observa- 
tions to  make  on  this  subject:  indeed,  indisposi- 
tion disabled  him  from  malting  many.  He  consi- 
dered this  bill  as  calculated  to  establish  a  areat 
principle — a  principl'e  whether,  in  all  cases  of  im- 

5eachment,the  United  States  are  to  bear  the  but- 
en.  It  was  not  in  reference  to  an  individual  that 
he  was  induced  to  advocate  the  amendment  of 
his  honorable  friend,  the  Speaker,  but  because  its 
effect  ^onld  be  to  establish  a  principle  that  would 
hereafter  govern  in  similar  cases.  If  the  princi- 
ple were  established  that  in  ail  cases  of  impeach- 
ment the  Government  is  to  bear  the  expense,  it  will 
put  it  in  the  power  of  the  iqdividual  impeuched 
to  increase  the  burden  t6  any  extent  he  pleases. 
And  whenever  a  man  shall  be  impeached,  base 
enough  to  hate  the  Government  tinder  which  he 
lives  and  holds  an  office,  in  a  case  which  requires 


but  two  witnesses,  he  may  summon  two  hundred. 
This  bill  will  establish  such  a  principle,  and  we 
shall  in  all  future  cases  be  told  that  the  witnesses 
of  the  accused  were  paid  in  the  case  of  Chase* 
It  was  for  this  reason,  Mr.  N.  said,  he  advocated 
the  amendment,  and  to  convince  the  individual 
that  subjected  himself  to  an  impeachment  that  he 
must  suffer  some  pains  and  penalties.  For  it  was 
not' to  be  presumed  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives wotild  impeach  any  man  unless  there  wa» 
some  color  for  it — some  reason  to  induce  ihe  na- 
tion at  large  to  believe  him  guilty.  An  impeach* 
ment.speaks  the  language  of  the  nation,  expressed 
througn  their  representatives;  and  whenever  a 
man  in  office  conducts  himself  so  as  to  make  the 
nation  believe  him  guiltv,  it  was  not  desirable  to 
offer  the  protection  hela  out  in  the  bill,  particu- 
larly when  a  majority  in  the  other  branch  also 
believed  him  guilty. 

But  gentlemea  say,  this  is  not  the  practice  in 
ihe  State  courts;  and  we  are  told  in  Virginia, 
when  a  man  is  acquitted,  the  State  pays  the  ex- 
pense of  his  witnesses.  Mr.  N.  said  this  might  be 
so,  though  he  did  not  know  that  it  was;  it  was  not 
so,  however,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
Any  gentlenaan  wh6  doubted  this,  had  only  to 
refbr  to  the  treasurer's  accounts  since  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  in  operation,  and  he  called  upon 
any  such  f^entleman  to  show  a'  single  charge  for 
witnesses  m  cases  of  acquittal.  It  is  not  the  prac* 
tice  in  England,  nor  could  it  be  made  to  appear 
by  any  document^  that  the  witnesses  summoned 
by  Warren  Hastmgs,  though  he  was  acquitted) 
bad  been  paid  by  the  Grovernment.  But  admit- 
ting, for  argument's  sake,  the  practice  to  be'  such 
m  toe  United  States  as  it  is  represented  to  be  in 
the  courts  of  Virginia^  would  that  meet  the  present 
case?  No.  In  virgmia  there  was  a  reciprocity. 
There,  if  a  man  was  convicted,  he  paid  all  the 
costs,  and  if  acquitted,  the  State  nays  them.  But, 
in  the  United  States,  do  we  make  the  convicted 
pay  the  costs  1  Had  the  accused  judge  been  con- 
victed would  gentlemen  advocate  his  paying  all 
the  costs?  No.  In  that  case  he  would  have  beeu 
scot  free  as  to  the  payment  of  money,  though  he 
might  have  sunk  in  reputation.  In  Virginia  there 
is  a  reciprocity;  the  convicted  either  pays  the  ex- 
penses of  the  prosecution  or  goes  to  jail ;  whereas, 
m  this  case,  tne  United  States  are  called  upon  to 
bear  the  whole  burden.  When  Judge  PicKerinfi[ 
was  convicted,  was  he  called  on  to  pay  the  costs? 
Such  a  thing  was  not  then  dceamt  of.  It  was 
then  considered  proper  that  the  United  States 
should  pay  their  own  witnesses.  The  argument, 
therefore,  fails.  The  oiily  objection  of  any  weight 
is  that  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina. It  is  said  to  be  impossible  to  discrimiaate 
the  witnesses.  The  gentleman  says  that  he  has 
examined  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  and  cannot 
find  any  discrimination.  But  has  he  looked  at 
the  journals  of  impeachment,  where  it  appears 
that  such  witnesses  were  sworn  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  on  the  part  of  the  accused? 
Besides,  if'this  evidence  were  not  on  the  journal, 
it  could  be  got  from  the  parties  themselves,  who 
could  swear  they  were  summoned  on  the  part  of 


495 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


4M 


fT.  OP  R. 


WUne89e8  in  the  coat  of  Judge  Chaee. 


February,  1806. 


»ihe  UDited  States  or  the  d^rfeodant.  This  was  a 
•toiuiDoo  thio^  Id  the  courts  of  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
N.  suppo«»ed  It  was  likewise  so  in  other  courts, 
fie  cuDcIuded  his  remarks  by  expressing  a  hope 
4hat  the  amendmeDt  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Early  said  it  was  his  mislonuoe  the  last 
session  to  differ  with  a  majority  of  the  House,  and 
bis  present  opinion  was  what  it  then  was.  His 
opinion  was  not  founded  either  on  general  princi- 
ples, or  on  the  practice  of  the  several  States,  or 
United  States  courts.  ^  It  was  founded  on  the 
peculiar  circumsunces  of  this  case.  Some  of 
Uiese  circumstances  had  already  been  stated  by 
gentlemen;  but  there  were  some  important  points 
of  view  in  which  they  might  be  considered,  which 
&ad  not  been,  noticed.  It  was  true,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina^ 
(hat  it  could  not  be  distinguished  which  witnesses 
were  summoned  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution, 
and  which  on  the  part  of  the  respondent,  from  an 
(Omission  by  the  Senate,  when  thev  j>re8cribed  the 
form  of  the  subpoena,  to  flistinguish,  as  it  is  usual^ 
for  which  party  it  was  issued.  This  fact  was 
abundantly  proved  by  the  form  of  the  subpcsoa. 
How,  then,  were  witnesses  to  know  that  they  were 
summoned  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  respondent?  They  could  not  know.  There 
were  no  circumstances  by  which  they  could  ac- 
quire such  knowledge.  The  party  did  not  serve 
nis  subpoBoas  in  person,  but  thev  were  all  sent  to 
the  marshal  of  a  given  Bute.  A  number  of  them 
Were  taken  out  in  bUnk,  and  sent  to  the  marshahi 
by  post.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  en- 
deavored to  obviate  the  force  of  this  fact,  by  in- 
forming us  that  a  discrimination  mav  be  made,  by 
the  circumstance  of  the  fact  on  which  side  the 
Witnesses  were  sworn.  True ;  but  no  gentleman 
kaows  better  than  himself  that  the  witnesses  sura* 
ttioiied  on  one  side,  were,  in  some  instaQces, sworn 
On  the  other;  and  he  would  call  his  recollection 
to  the  testimony  given  by  Messrs.  Tilghman  and 
Bawle. 

[Mr.'NicaoLSON  here  explained,  and  contested 
the  fact.  Mr.  Early  agreed  that  these  two  wit- 
nesses had  been  summoned  both  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution  and  the  respondent.] 

Mr.  Early  said,  whether  he  was  correct  or  not 
as  to  the  particular  cases  he  had  alluded  to,  he 
was  not  roi&taken  as  to  the  general  fact.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  endeavored  to  ob- 
Tiate  the  force  of  this  argument  in  another  way, 
by  representing  that  the  witnesses  might  becalled 
on  to  swear  on  which  side  they  were  sworn.  But 
this  could  not  be  done,  but  by  the  passage  of  some 
law  on  the  subject.  There  was  no  authority 
which  would  justify  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
in  demanding  such  an.  oath,  and  if  the  circum- 
atauQe  could  be  proved,  there  was  no  power,  under 
any  existing  law,  by  which  the  witnesses  CDuld 
recover  a  compensation  for  their  attendance. 
They  were  compelled  to  attend — by  whom?  By 
a  branch  of«  this  Legislature,  on  pain  of  imprison- 
ment'incase  of  disobedience.  Whence  shall  they 
be  indemnified?  Will  any  gentleman  say  they 
can  recover  from  the  respondent?  If  so,  let  them 
point  to  the  law  which  authorizes  such  a  recov- 


ery. Will  they  say  it  can  be  had  under  the  com* 
mon  law  ?  A  majority  of  this  House  will  not 
bear  them  out  in  the  argument.  For  it  is  a  stand- 
ing principle  with  us,  that  the  common  law  is  not 
in  forc^  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Statesv  But 
put  this  objection  it^ide — how  much  shall  they 
recover  ?  Where  is  the  law  fixing  their  per  diem 
allowance?  There  is  a  perlect  chasm  in  the 
subject. 

Mr.  E.  repeated  that  his  opinion  was  governed 
by  the  peculiar  cir6umstances  of  the  case;  by  the 
omission  of  the  Senate  to  insert  in  the  subpona, 
on  whose  side  the  witnesses  were  summoned,  or 
to  provide  for  making  any  recovery  from  the  ac- 
cused ;  or  how  miuin,  and  where  the  recovery 
should  be  made.  He  considered  the  witnesses 
summoned,  owing  to  this  omission,  as  being  with* 
out  a  remedy,  from  which'  resulted  the  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  Government^  as  they  made  the 
omission,  to  provide  a  remedy.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  in  noticing  the  observations  rela- 
tive to  the  practice  of  Virginia,  stated,  that  if  a 
similar  reciprocity  existed  on  impeachments,  his 
objection  to  this  bill  in  whole  or  in  part  would  be 
done  away.  Mr.  E.  said,  that  in  has  opinion,  this 
observation  fortified  the  ground  he  bad  uken.  If 
there  were  no  reciprocity  in  this  case,  it  was  for 
want  of  a  ^eperal  provision.  Let  us  then  pass  a 
law  making  this  provision,  and  let  it  operate  ia 
all  future  cases.  This  would  be  equitable.  But 
the  want  of  reciprocity  which  arose  with  them* 
selves,  was  no  ground  for  omitting  to  make  the 
only  provision  for  the  witnesseAvhich  the  case 
allowed.  When  at  the  last  session,  in  consequence 
of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  a  cooft- 
mittee  of  conHerence  had  been  appointed,  he  re- 
collected that  a  distinguished  member  of  the  other 
branch,  now  absent  in  consequence  of  an  unfortu* 
nate  accident,  took  this  ground — that  the  subpoena 
did  not  distinguish  on  which  side  the  witnesses 
were  summoned,  and  made  a  proposition  that  the 
bill  should  be  so  modified  as  to  place  the  allow- 
ance made  to  the  witnei«es  of  the  respondent  oa 
this  peculiar  ground.  This  proposition  did  not 
then  obuin,  but  Mr.  E.  was  still  for  taking  such 
a  course.  He  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  hoiH 
orable  Speakeb  would  not  prevail ;  in  which  case 
he  would  move,  by  way  of  preamble  to  the  bill, 
wliat  would  place  the  ailowaoce  on  the  peculiar 
ground  he  had  stated,  and  thus  remove  the  objec* 
lioQs  of  the  Speaksr. 

Mr.  NicEioLSON  made  some  explanation  of 
what  he  had  previously  stated  in  regard  to  the 
practice  of  courts,  and  observed  that  a  witness 
summoned  on  one  side  was  not  permitted  to  be 
sworn  on  the  other,  until  he  had  been  previously 
examined  by  the  party  summoning  him.  He  also 
passed  over  the  journal  of  impeachment,  to  show 
that  the  witoe>ses  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
had  all  been  examined  in  the  first  instance,  with 
a  few  exceptions,  which  were  specially  noted,  be- 
fore those  on  the  part  of  the  respondent  were 
called. 

Mr.  Smilie,  being  of  opinion  that  the  question 
was  not  ripe  for  decisioki,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  rise  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 
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This  motfoo  hsving  prevtiM,  the  CommiUee 
rote^  and  the  House  ftdjaarned. 

MoMDAT,  February  24. 

A  new  member,  to  wu:  Btan  AlbzandbR) 
returned  t^  serve  as  a  member  of  this  House,  for 
the  State  of  North  Carolhia,  in  the  plaeeof  Nap. 
thaaiel  Alexander,  appointed  Gorernor  of  the 
aaid  State,  appeareo,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Rtaohedy  That  the  Committee  oo  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  be  iastracted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision,  by  law,  for 
defray mg  the  expense,  and  eompensaliDg  the  ser- 
Tices  of  Isaac  Briggi,  in  exploring  the  country, 
and  ascertaining'  the  most  eligible  route  fur  the 
mail  between  the  State  of  Georgia  aild  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  ]  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
hj  foiH,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Lbib,  fVom  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
seventh  instant,  "  to  inquire  into  the  expedttncy 
of  amending  the  standing  rnks  and  orders  of  the 
House,  so  far  as  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  keeping 
the  joornala,"  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
lead,  and  rderred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Ho'Use  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CaowMiNSBiaLD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manofact^nrcs,  presented  a  bill  for 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
which  was  read,  and  committed  vo  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  oo  Thursday  next. 

The  House  reeolTell  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
''Ad  act  coneeroing  the' Library  for  the  use  of 
both  Houses  of  Cond^ress."  The  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendmenu  thereto;  which  were 
•everaUy  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
meikta,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  lime  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  harepasRed  the  bill,  entitled  "^  An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
empower  the  Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  to  ooUect  a  certain  doty  on  ton- 
nag^,  for  the  porpoees  therein  mentioned,"  with 
an  amendment ;  to  wiiich  they  desire  the  eonoar- 
rence  of  this  House. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  ST.  DOMINQO. 

Mr.  Sloan  called  for,the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  laying  a  tax  on  slaves. 

Mr.  £arlt.— ^I  wish  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  till  Thursday  next.  We 
have  received  a  bill  from  the  Senate^  stopping  all 
intercourse  with  St.  Domingo,  which  demands 
our  prompt  attention. 

It  was  moved  to  postpone  till  the  1st  of  Jone^ 
ayes  23.  It  was  then  carried,  to  postpone  till 
Thursday  next.  The  bill  from  the  Senate,  sus- 
pending mtercoQrse  with  St.  Domingo,  was  then 
nailed  up. 

Oo  reading  the  section  which  confines  the  nour 
intercourse  to  one  year,  ' 


Mr;  Albton  moved  to  strike  out  tht*  section. 

Mr.  Eablt.-^I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. The  Ceagrew  muht  be  again  in  session  pre- 
vious to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  cun  do  as  they 
ptease.    If  any  alteration  should  be  made,  it  is 

Krobable  that  it  will  be  several  weeks  before  the 
ill  passes,  as  amended,  through  the  Senate ;  it  is 
hiffh  time  this  bill  was  passed ;  such  a  bill  ought 
to  nave  passed  lonv  ago. 

Mr.  AL8T01I.**!  have  no  donbt  b«t  that  the 
Senate  will  agree  to  the  amendment  in  ten  min- 
utes. I  prefer  leaving  it  to  the  President,  who, 
hy  the  next  section,  is  authorized  to  restore  the 
itttercoarse,  if  he  thinks  proper. 

Mr.  NtOBOLeoH.— I  can  see  no  possible  reason 
for  retaining  this  section. 

Mfw  Clat.— »I  have  understood  that  many  of 
the  Senate  voted  in  ihver  of  this  bill  on  account 
of  the  limitation.  We  know  not  what  will  be 
the  different  situation,  previous  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  I  hope  the  bill  will  pass  withonf  any  alter- 
atien. 

Mr.  ELMEtt.-*The  limttatien  does  not  touch  the 
principle  of  the  bill.  I  hope  the  motion  will  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  CnewffiivBBiBLn. — The  bill  ought  to  have 
some  IfmitattoB.  Why  leave  it  to  the  President? 
Let  us  opeQ  the  intercourse  or  continue  the  non- 
intercourse  ourselves,  as  we  think  proper. 

Mr.  Jackbon.— It  gives  the  President  too  much 
responsibility ;  the  restoring  the  intercourse  may 
be  the  occasion  of  war.  I  prefer  modifying  the 
motion  so  as  to  insert  three  years,  instead  ot  one. 

Mr.  Cook.— This  is  an  act  of  experiment;  we 
know  not  what  will  be  the  situation  of  Sl  Domin- 
go within  a  year. 

The  motion  was  not  carried — ten  only  for  it. 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  agreed  to  the  bill, 
and  rose.    The  House  immediately  took  it  up. 

Mr.  NiCHOLBON  thought  the  security  required 
by  the  bill  for  the  fhithiul  performance  of  a  voy- 
age, was  not  sufficient.  He,  therefore,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  ^  with  such  security  as 
the  collector  shall  approre." 

Mr.  BiowBLL.-^Tbe  ground  on  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  has  moved  his  amend- 
ment, does  not  exist.  By  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  both  forfeited,  if  the 
vessel  be  volunurily  carried  to  the  ports  of  St. 
Domingo.  And  where  is  the  propriety  or  need  of 
imposing  this  duty  on  the  collectors? 

Mr.  NicaoLBON. — If  we  are  sincere  in  our  dec* 
laraiions,  let  us  make  the  bill  so  stronj^  that  the 
intercourse  will  be  stopped.  If  we  are  inclined  to 
favor  the  revolt  of  the  blacks  in  St.  Domingo,  let 
us  make  the  bill  such  thai  it  cannot  stop  the  in- 
tercourse. If  we  are  enemies  to  the  revolters,  let 
us  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  such  as  that 
they  cannot  be  eluded ;  as  that  the  intercourse 
will  effectually  be  stopped. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  wishea  that,  instead  of  such  seoo- 
rity  as  the  collector  shall  approve,  a  certain  sum 
should  be  mentioned.  He  thought  ^50,000  ought 
to  be  the  ultimatum  of  the  ia;curity  required. 

Mr.  Jackbon.^I  have  beheld  witti  grief,  and 
with  resenimeat,  the  continuance  of  this  dishotl- 
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orable.  this  nefarioQs  trade.  It  is  quite  time  to 
put  ari  end  to  it.  I  do  not  think  the  securities 
sufficient.  The  vessel  and  cargo  are  liable  to  for- 
feiture, bat  suppose  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  both 
sold  in  St.  Domingo;  where,  then,  is  the  secu- 
rity? 

Mr.  N10HOI.8ON  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  till 
to-morrow* 

Mr.  Eppes.— We  are  called  on  by  a  nation 
friendly  to  us  to  put  a  stop  to  this  infamous  and 
nefarious  traffic.  It  is  time  to  do  it;  let  us  pass 
the  bill  at  once. 

Mr.  Leib. — It  will  be  neither  to  please  France, 
nor  to  gratify  Monsieur  Talleyrand,  who  may 
have  said  this  trade  was  improper,  that  I  shall 
act.  The  bill  has  come  to  the  House  but  to-day, 
and  is  it  proper  to  hasten  its  passage,  before-  we 
can  have  time  to  examine  its  features  ?  It  wants 
amendments.  I  am  for  postponing,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  them« 

Mr.  BiDWELL  was  opposed  to  the  postponement; 
Messrs,  Nicholson,  Clat,  and  CRowNiNaaiBLp, 
advocated  it.    It  was  carried— 57  to  53. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  observed  that  some  time  had 
elapsed  since  he  gave  notice  thai  he  should  call 
up  his  resolution  for  amending  the  Constitution 
or  the  United  States.  The  state  of  his  health  had 
not  admitted  of  his  taking  his  seat  before  this  day. 
He  therefore  availed  himself  of  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  move  that  the  House  should  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  with  the  view  of  taking  that  resolution 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Masters  moved  a  postponisment. 

The  fipEAKEB  said  there  could  be  no  postpone- 
ment of  a  subject  referred  to  a  Committee  of  tire 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  it  was  in 
order  every  day  to  take  up  business  so  referred. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  if  gentlemen  were  un- 
prepared, he  had  no  objection  to  waive  his  call 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  remarked  that  there  could  be  no 
debate  on  the  priority  of  business. 

Mr.'  Conrad  moved  to  discharge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  from  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  resolution.  He  said  he  would  briefly  as- 
sign his  reasons  for  this  motion.  The  session  had 
progressed,  and  the  season  was  fast  approaching 
when  every  man  of  agricultural  pursuits  would 
be  anxious  to  attend  to  them,  unless  detained  by 
important  business.  He  did  not  believe  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Constitution  so  import- 
ant as  to  require  immediate  attention.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  it  would  be  postponed  until  the 
next  session,  and  that  the  way  would  thereby  be 
paved  for  transacting  the  important  national  busi- 
ness that  claimed  their  earliest  attention. 

The  Speaker  said  the  first  question  was  on 
the  House  resolving  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion,  and 
carried — yeas  61. 

Mr.  Gregq  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Jhe 
resolution  having  been  read,  as  follows : 


Meaohed,  by  the  SewUe  and  Hewe  of  R^freaenta- 
tives  of  the  United  Staiea  of  Ameriea,  in  CoHgreee  ao" 
eembkd,  two4hirda  of  both  Houeee  eoneurrinff,  That 
the  following  article  be  submitted  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Legislatures  of  three-ibarths  of  the  said 
Slates,  snail  be  valid  and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  Che  United  States : 

The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  all  other  Courts  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  removed  from  office  by  the 
President,  on  the  joint  address  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress requesting  the  same. 

The  Committee  divided  on  agreeing  to  ijt,  with« 
out  debate — yeas  51,  nays  55. 

The  Committee  thea  rose,  and  reported  their 
disagreement  to  the  resolution. 

Tne  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  re- 
port—? 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  called  ibr  the  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question  of  concurrence. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  a  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  to  the  third  Monday  of 
March,  merely  with  the  view  of  making  it  give 
place  to  more  important  businesa^  which  he  said 
most  be  attended  t<>.  He  said  he  had  voted 
against  the  .resolution,  not  because  he  was  inimi- 
cal to  the  principle  involved  in  it.  With  a  small 
modification,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  it ;  and  he 
hoped  the  period  was  not  distant  when,  with  such 
a  modification,  it  would  become  a  part  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  hoped  a  postponement  to  so 
distant  a  day  would  not  prevail.  He  was  himself 
desirous  that  it  should  be  postponed  for  a  (ew 
days,  in  order  to  give  notice  to  the  Jlouse,  that 
there  might  be  a  full  vote  on  what  he  considered 
a  most  important  measure*  *  He  appeared  in  this 
instance,  as  in  many  others,  to  be  in  a  state  of 
profound  error.  The  amendment,  or  deterioration 
of  the  Constitution,  he  had  always  considered  to 
be  a  point  of  the  greatest  importance.  But  now. 
judginff  by  the  opinions  of  gentlemen,  it  aeemea 
to  &  of  lesser  importance  than  the  laying  a  duty 
of  one  or  two  per  cent,  to  continue  but  for  two  or 
three  years.  It  has,  said  Mr.  R.,  been  a  subject 
of  extreme-  concern  to  me,  though  not  myself 
able  to  attend  to  the  public  business,  to  find,  on 
inquiring  daily  of  my  colleagues,  that  the  House 
has  refused  to  do  any  business,  because  on  a  future 
day  they  expected  some  important  business  to 
come  before  them.  I  understand  that  a  very  im 
portant  resolution  of  a  gentleman  from  Penosyl 
vania,  on  a  business  so  generally  denominated  the 
Tazoo  as  to  require  no  other  name,  was  postpon- 
ed on  the  same  ground  thnt  my  colleague  now 
wishes  the  resolution  tinder  consideration  post- 
poned. If  there  is  such  important  business  to 
transact,  in  Qod*s  name,  why  not  progress  in  M 
But  notwithstanding  this  immensely  important 
business,  which  serves  as  an  excuse  for  doing 
nothing,  we  make  no  progress  in  it,  if  by  it  I  am 
to  understand  the  state  of  our  foreign  relations.  I 
have  no  wish,  nor  do  I  intend  to  allude  to  any- 
thing which  passed  while  we  were  sitting  in  con- 
clave. But  I  did  hope,  when  one  or  two  mem- 
berfl,  who  were  represented  as  the  only  hindran- 
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ces  to  the  despatch  of  busioess,  were  withdrawn 
from  the  House  for  one  or  two  weeks,  every thiog 
would  hare  beeo  eompleted.  I  expected  the 
adoptioD  of  very  different  measures  towarcis Great 
Britain.  Instead  of  this,  I  find  nothing  done.  And 
now,  when  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  is 
brought  forward^  which  is  allowed  to  be  very  im- 
portant, and,  when  the  res6lution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  is  called  up,  we  are  told 
by  gentlemen,  we  cannot  attend  to  these  subjects; 
there  is  important  business  which  we  expect  to 
have  at  some  future  dav  before  ns,  and  therefore 
we  are  determined  in  the  interim  to  do  nothing. 
One  word  as  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  on 
my  left,  (Mr.  Conrad.)  He  beloogs  to  a  cla^  of 
men  which  I  highly  respect,  for  the  plain  reason, 
that  I  belong  to  it  myself.  He  says,  th^  time  is  ap- 
proaching when  .every  man  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  must  oe  anxious  to  go  home,  and 
therefore  he  does  not  wish  at  present  to  act  on  the 
resolution  I  have  laid  on  your  table.  True ;  but 
when  men,  be  they  agricultural,  mbecbanical,  or 
of  any  other  profession,  undertake  any  business, 
it  is  their  duty  to  go  through  with  it  at  every 
hazard.  I  do  not  know  a  man  in  the  House  who 
has  suffered  more  than  the  individual  who  now 
addresses  you  by  his  attendance  here,  and  if  I 
could  have  found  an  apology  in  my  own  mind,.  I 
should  lon^  since  .haye  been  g^ne.  If  the  situa- 
^OQ  of  affairs  warranted  it,  I  snould  be  willing  to 
Adjourn  for.  two  or  three  months.  But  I  never 
can  agree  to  adjourn  in  the  present  perilous  state 
of  afiair?,  and  leave  the  country  to  a  blind  and 
fortuitous  destiny;  I  must  first  see  something 
like  land^  some  foot-hold,  something  like  certain- 
ty, instead  of  a  political  chaos,  without  form  or 
4»ody.  Before  I  consent  to  go  nome,  I  must  see 
something  like  a  safe  and  honorable  issue  to  our 
differences  with  foreign  Powers ;  and  I  must  see, 
I  hope,  another  thing — something  like  an  attempt 
to  bring  the  Constitution  of  this  people  back  to 
the  principles  on  which  this  Administration  came 
into  power.  I  take  this  proposition,  and  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Nichol80N|) 
to  be  two  important  means  of  bringing  that  Ad- 
ministration back  to  those  principles,  '^y  friend 
from  Virginia  says,  he  expects^  at  a  future  period, 
to  obtain  this  reform.  I  fear,  if  delay  be^  p^mit- 
ted,  that  we, shall  get  into  the  situation  of  another 
deliberative  assembly,  of  which  every  member 
agrees  that  reform  is  necessary,  but  that  the  present 
is  not  the  accepted  time.  I  am  afraid  that  .we  are 
in  this  situation  already.  I  believe  it,  because  I 
see  it.  It  is  a  most  fortunate  circumstance  that 
we  made  hay  while  the  sun  shone ;  that  we  got ' 
in  the  harvest  at  the  first  session  of  the  seventh 
Congress;  that  we  did  away  the  midnight  Judi- 
ciary and  the  internal  taxes.  If  those  institutions 
were  now  standing,  I  believe  they  would  be  as 
impregnable  as- any  part  of  the  system  around 
which  ffentlemen  affect  to  rally.  I  believe  it,  be- 
cause r  believe  appointments  would  have  their 
effect*  Yes,  it  is  but  too  true,  that  patriots,  in 
opposition,  are  as  apt  to  become  courtiers  in  pow- 
er, as  courtiers  in  power  are  fond  of  becoming 
patriots  in  opposition.   So  far,  then,  from  wishing 


to  postpone  this  measure^  I  believe  that  delayr  will 
only  serve  to  enhance  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
it.  It  is  a  maxim  laid  down  by  every  man  that 
has  written  on  national  policy,  that  those  abuses 
which  are  Ifeft  uo touched  in  tne  period  of  a  revo- 
lution, are  sanctified  by  time,  and  .remain  a?  the 
nest-eggs  of  future  corruption, 'until  they  compel 
a  nation,  either  to  sweep  them  away,  or  to  sink 
beneath  them.  This,  without  any  exception,  is 
the  history  of  all  corruptions ;  and  those  corrup- 
tions and  abuses,  not  reformed  at  the  first  session 
of  the  seventh  Congress,  what  has  become  of 
themT  Have  they  been  sneered  to  sleep?  If 
they  have,  is  it  not  to  be  apprehended  that  they 
will  i:ise  refreshed,  from  their  slumbers  with  gigan- 
tic strength  1  Fortunate  it  was  that,  at  the  first 
session  of  the  seventh  Congress  the  midnight  Ju- 
diciary and  the  internal  taxes  were  done  away ; 
and  it  would  likewise  have  been  fortunate,  if 
another  measure  had  been  attended  i.o  at  the  same 
time.  It  would  have  been,  in  my  firm  persuasion, 
very  different  in  its  issue  from  that  wnich  it  has 
been.  If  the  great  culprit,  whose  judicial  crimes 
or  iocapscity  had  called  for  legislative  punish- 
ment under  the  Constitution,  and  which  have 
given  rise-  to  the  motion  now  oefore  us,  had  been 
accused  at  the  first  session  of  the  seventh  Co&- 
cress,  that  accusation  would  have  had  a  very  dif- 
ferent issue.  And  why?  Because  it  is  periectly 
immaterial  what  a  man's  crimes  are — every  day 
that  elapses  between  their  commission  and  the 
time  he  is  called  to  answer,  lessens  •  the  detesta- 
tion and  horror^  felt  for  them,  and,  of  coure,  en- 
bances.the  value  of  his  chance  of  an  escape  from 

fuaishment.  I  am  persuaded  that,  in  the  remarks 
have  offered,  I  have  been  hurried  into  some  ob- 
servations that  do  not  strictly  belong  to  it.  Yet 
these  reinarks  furnish  a  sound  reason  for  not  de- 
ferring the  proposition  until  the  time  moved  bv 
my  colleague.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  House  wiU 
reject  the  postponement  until  the  third  Monday 
of  March,  and  that  a  postponement  will  take  place 
to  some  tim^  when  the  House  shall  be  fuller, 
when  a  decision  can  be  made  after  mature  refleo- 
tion.  For,  truly,  as  to  the  provision  under  the 
Constitution,  can  any  man  be  so  mad  or  foolish  as 
to  think  of  again  trying  it  ?  I  consider  the  de- 
cision of  the  last  session  as  having  established 
this  principle— that  an  officerof  the  United  States 
may  act  in  as  corrupt  a  manner  as  he  pleases, 
without  there  being  any  Constitutional  provision 
to  call  him  to  an  account. 

Mr.  Greoq. — I  feel  but  little  concerned  as  to  the 
fate  of  this  motion.    I  am  ready  at  any  time  to 

five  my  vote  on  the  resolution.  As  it  now  stands, 
shall  vote  against  it;  but. modified,  as  I  have 
seen  it  in  the  handsof  a  geqtleman  from  Virginia, 
I  shall  vote  for  it  But  my  principal  reason  for 
rising,  is  to  say  that  a  flreat  part  of  the  censure 
cast  on  the  House  by  uie  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia for  not  meeting  the  national  business,  is 
proper  and  applicable ;  and  I  regret  that  it  is  so. 
But  if  the  gentleman  reflects  on  the  subject,  he 
will  acknowledge  that  a  great  part  of  the  delay 
which  has  occurred,  attaches  to  nimself.  I,  four 
weeks  agOy  submitted  a  resolution  to  theHopse 
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on  some  points  of  d»fate  between  one  of  the  bel- 
ligerent nations  and  the  United  States;  I  was 
anxious  that  it  should  be  taken  up  and  promptly 
decided,  one  way  or  another.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  then  called  for  certain  statements 
from  the  Treasury,  which  he  considered  as  hay- 
ing a  bearing  on  the  aubject.  Under  that  im- 
pression the  consideration  of  the  resolution  was 
deferred  from  day  to  day;  and  the  etateoi^nte 
have  not  yet  been  received.  I  srtated,  at  the 
tim«,  that  these  statements  coold  have  no  influ- 
ence on  my  vote;  but  other  gentlemen  said, 
tfaey  would  influence  theirs.  I  regret  that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  go  on  with  this  businees.  I  do 
not  know  how  lung  we  are  to  be  kept  in  this  par- 
alytic state.  If  the  gentleman  who  has  call«d  for 
the  statements,  and  other  gentlemen  will  agree,  I 
atn  prepared  at  once,  to  go  into  an  examination 
of  the  subject.'  But,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir^ 
ginia  was  the  first  to  embark  the  HoUse  in  this 
call,  I  hope  he  will  take  a  part  of  the  censure  to 
liimseif. 

Mr.  Smtub.*^!  am  sorry  the  oiotion  oi  postpone- 
ment has  been  made.  I  do  not  know  any  other 
time  belter  than  the  present  for  the  discussion  of 
'this  subject:  It  is  a  subject  of  the  last  imoortance 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  United  States. 
I  am  a  friend  to  an  amendment  of  the  CoBstiin- 
tion  relative  to  th^  Judiciary  department.  Whe- 
ther that  offered  is  the  best  that  can  be  made,  or 
whether  it  is  going  too  far,  I  cannot  determine 
nntil  the  subject  shall  have  been  investi^ted  in 
this  House.  For  my  part,  I  am  so  sensible  that 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  relates  to  the 
power  of  impeachment  is  a  nullity,  that  I  see  the 
utmost  necessity  for  an  amendment.  From  what 
we  have  seen,  I  do  religiously  believe  that  we 
cannot  convict  any  man  on'  an  impeachment. 
The  rirsolution  befoi^  you  goes  to  place  the  JndgeAi 
of  the  United  States  on  the  same  independent 
footing  with  those  of  Qreat  Britain.  Whether 
our  situation  requires  that  thev  should  stand  upon 
higher  ground,  is  a  proper  subject  for  discussion. 
I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  they  ought  not.  It 
is  contended,  it  is  true,  that,  as  they  have,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen,  the  right  of 
aittioff  in  judgment  on  our  laws,  they  ought  to  be 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  a  majority  of  Con- 
gress. This  subject  must,  at  some  time  or  other, 
be  considered,  and  some  amendment  in  the  Con- 
stitution must  take  place.  When  the  delays  and 
various  vexations,  attendant  on  an  impeachment, 
are  considered,  it  will  be  evident  that  they  will 
generally  discoorage  the  House  from  takine  this 
step;  and  when  it  is  likewise  considered  that  a 
conviction  can  only  take  place  on  the  votes  of 
two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  let  gentlemen  say  whe- 
ther there  is  any  chance  of  making  the  Constitu- 
tional provision  efiectuaL  I  despair  of  it.  With 
regard  to  the  particular  modiflcation  which  may 
be  given  to  this  resolution,  that  is  another  thing. 
1  sincerely  wish  the  House  would  take  it  up  and 
consider  it  without  any  great  delay. 

Mr.  Clark. — I  hope  my  colleague  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe  that  I  have  not  made  this 
noUon  from  hostility  to  his  resolution.    With  a 


small  modiflcation,  I  atn  decidedly  for  it.  i  as- 
sure him  it  did  not  require  the  remarks  he  has 
made  to-day,  to  show  the  insufficiency  of  the  pres- 
ent system.  Of  that  I  had  satii»&ctory  proof  the 
last  year.  But  I  doubt  whether  the  resolution,  in 
its  present  state,  is  correct.  I  do  hope  that  my 
colleague  will  give  it  a  little  more  consideration, 
and  I  assure  him  I  shall  be  happy  to  harmonise 
with  him.  In  the  decision  by  a  mere  majority, 
the  scales  of  justice  are  to  near  an  equilibrium, 
that  it  is  doubtful  oft«n  to  which  side  justice  in^ 
dines.  I,  therefore,  think  there  ought  to  he  seme 
modification  of  tbo  principle  contained  in  the  res- 
ohition.  But  I  prineipatly  wish  thepostponement 
to  prevail,  that  the  House  may  act  on  resdotioui 
which  I  conceive  all-important  to  the  whole  cotuii- 
try,  and  peculiarly  so  to  that  part  of  the  eommo- 
nfty  represented  by  my  colleague  and  myself. 
Every  day's  delay  increases  the  difficulty  and 
urges  on  toe  rain  that  menaces  them.  It  is  well 
known  that  there  i^not  the  best  harmony  between 
the  merchants  and  planters.  It  is  at  all  times  the 
interest  of  the  former  to  hvr  produce  as  cheap  as 
they  can,  and  never  was  tkere  a  better  scheme 
for  speculation  to  them  than  that  furnished  by 
the  resolutions  on  our  table.  How  ea:^  it  is  for 
them  to  convince  the  planter  that  there  will  be  a 
suppression  of  intercourse,  and,  chat  his  produee 
will  be  9000  worth  nothing.  These  are  the  efieets 
that  I  wish  to  prevent.  My  coileague  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe  that  I  have  had  no  hand  tn 
the  procrastination.  I  have  offered  no  projeet. 
With  regard  to  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  I  repeat  k,  I  am  in  favor  of  it,  with 
a  small  modification*  Nor  do  I  wish  it  postponed 
for  any  great  length  of  time%  I  have  no  idea  of 
leaving  that  to  be  done  by  our  children  which  we 
ought  to  do  ourselves.  But  let  us,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, proceed  to  the  most  important  businesi. 
Let  not  my  colleague  authorise  gentlesMn  Co  mf 
that,  to  prevent  an  attention  to  it,  be  interposed  bis 
favorite  acbeme.  l  liave  another  reason  for  this 
postponement :  There  is  no  reason  for  acting  on 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  instantane- 
ously. Mpst  of  the  Slate  Le^^i  slat  ores,  befom 
whom  it  must  be  carried  before  rt  is  a  part  of  the 
Constitution,  have  broken  ttp«  and  will  aot  aseet 
again  till  the  Fall.  If,  therefore,  an  amendment 
be  passed  at  any  time  during  the  session,  it  will 
answer. 

.  Mr.  MAaTSRs  moved  a  noecponement  of  the 
resolution  indefinitely,  for  wnich  be  concisely  as- 
signed his  reasons. 

Mr.  Beoinger  calhed  for  the  yeas  and  nays  an 
this  motion. 

Mr.  FiNOLET  said  he  wad  against  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  subject,  thoagh  in  favor  of 
its  being  postponed  a  short  time.  He  thought  it 
was  a  subject  which  ought  to  be  full v  investiga- 
ted. He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  object  of 
the  resolution,  but  in  a  different  form. 

Mr.  CowRAO  was  in  favor  of  the  indefinite  posl- 
pon eme n  t  of  the  resol  nt ion.  He  d id  not  ih  in  k  the 
subject  ought  to  be  acted  upon  at  this  session.  He 
was  not  unfriendly  to  the  priocipie,  but  be  never 
eoald  consent  that  a  bare  majocitf  ef  ^Cungreas 
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ftkoold  have  the  power  to  remove  a  judf  e.  If  the 
aiQeodmeot  was  so  framed  as  to  give  the  Presi* 
dent  a  discretionary  power  to  remove  a  judge  oq 
the  address  of  a  majurity  of  the  two  Houses,  and 
t#  make  the  removal  imperative  oq  the  vote  of 
two-thirds,  he  might  be  for  iL  At  aojr  rate  he 
thought  it  best  to  postpone  the  subject  until  the 
nezt  session. 

Mr.  J.  RaNooLPB.-— I  am  perfisctly  convinced 
of  the  correetness  and  purity  of  the  motives  of  my 
coUangoe  on  all  subjeeta,  and  wherever  I  differ 
iron  him  in  opinion  I  always  consider  it  a  mis- 
fortune But  I  have  principally  risen  to  plead 
guilty  to  the  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, which  is,  that  I  would  not  act  on  his  mo- 
tion without  any  information  on  it.  I  confess  the 
fact. ,  There  is.  however,  one  ciroomsiance  that 
sirikes  my  mind  as  of  some  foree.  W.ha|  is  th^re 
to  prevent  our  discussing  tlie  business,  and  when 
tiiere  ah  ail  be  occasion  to  take  up  business  of 
greater  national  imporuace,  dispensing  with  that 
which  maybe  before  us.  I  ask  whether,  if  we 
had  taken  up  this  resokitioD  or  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  we  should  not  have  liad 
ample  time  for  diiicussion  before  the  information 
called  for  shall  be  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  ;  and  if  we  have  not  the  right,  at 
any  time,  to  make  less  important  ^ive  way  to 
more  important  business?  Is  not  this,  the  course 
which  every  m«n. pursues  in  the  ^management  of 
liis  private  affairs?  Are  we- to  sit  here,  without 
receiving  information  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  doing  nothing  ?  I  am  as  anxious  as 
any  man  for  a  decision  of  ihecjuestion  implicated 
in  several  of  the  resolutions  laid  on  our  table, and 
for  a  ffood  reason.  My  tobacco  is  unsold.  I  feel 
the  fiHl  force  of  the  observations  of  my  colleague. 
I  know  that  these  resolutions  have  already  given 
vise  to  much  nefarious  speculation.  When  1  called 
for  information,  I  had  no  idea  of  the  time  it  would 
lake  to  get  it ;  and  had  I  been  apprized  of  it,  I  do 
not  know  whethfer  I  should  not  have  preferred  act- 
ins  in  the  dad-k  to  waiting  for  it. 

There  ia  another  reason  why  I  wish  this  sub- 
ject (amendment  to  the  CooatiiutioD)  taken  up  al 
this  a*  Sition.  When  I  offered  this  riesolution  at 
the  last  session,  it  was  said  to  be  too  near  the  close 
of  the  session  to  act  upon  it — this  was  acknow- 
ledged,  Bnt^  it  was  said^  print  it  and  let  it  m^ 
abroad.  This  has  been  done.  But  the  reason  for 
which  I  wish  it  acted  upon  thissesaionis,  thai 
Che  eleeUons  intervene  between  this  and  the  next 
session.  Gentlemen  may  say  what  they  please 
of  the  principle  of  quamdiu  bene  se  geeaerity  but  I 
believe  if  the  members  of  this. House  held  their, 
seats  for  seven  years,  their  conduct  would  not  be 
the  same  as  it  is  under  the  present  tenure.  I  wish 
to  reeur  to  that  good  old  principle  that  sends  the 
Representative  back  to  render  an  account  of  his 
acuons  to  his  constituents.  After  the  next  elecr 
tion  gentlemen  will  obtain  credit  for  two  vears 
more  of  good  behaviour.  I  believe  my  friend 
from  Virginia  will  allow  this  to  be  a  good  reason 
against  a  postponement. 

But  I  am  told  this  amendment  conies  forward 
m  a  very  questionable  shape;  thatiindeed^itisno  ; 


amendment  to  the  Constitution.  But  this  is  the 
first  time  I  ever  knew  a  legislative  body  refuse 
to  act  on  a  proposition  barely  because  it  may  re- 
quire some  amendment  If  there  are  any  parts 
of  the  proposition  exceptionable,  while  the  prin- 
ciple is  correct,  why  not  amend  them^  I  con- 
fess, this  thing  is  beyond  my  depth.  I  cannot  see 
into  it.  I  cannot  fathom  it.  As  gentlemen  have 
stated  the  substance  of  the  resolution  as  a  reason 
for  its  postponement,  I  will  state  its  substance  a^ 
a  feason  for  bot  postponing  it.  One  gentleman- 
sftys  he  will  not  consent  that  the  iudges  shall  hold 
tfaeir  ofBcea  suhject  to  the  will  of  a  bare  majority 
of  the  two  Hoases.  But  does  not  ev«rythin«  of 
importance  depend  on  tbemi  Do  they  not  apfi 
propriate  milliens?  Do  they  net  hold  the  poiae 
and  the  sword?  Or  do  gentlemen  thfink  the  wooi» 
sack  more  important?  This  is  most  indubitabif 
the  case;  and  I  wish  to  hear  any  reasoning  against 
eiving  efficienc^r  to  the  witl  of  a  majority  thaft 
does  pot  approximate  the  doctrine  of  the  Polish 
veto.  There  can  be  no  rea3on  for  this  distinction. 
Atid,  so  far  from  there  being  dangler  ot  this  power 
being  abused,  the  experience  of  all  Governmenta 
holds  me  out  in  sayinff  that  there  is  greater  dan- 
ger that  the  power  will  not  be  exercised  than  that 
Tt  will  be  abused*  For  this  plain  reasoa :  It  would 
refuire  some  overt  act  of  notorious  misconductj^ 
or  «n  equally  notoriotis  imbecility  of  mind  or 
body,  to  justify  any  man  in  giving  such  a  vote. 
It  is  a  point  lit  extreme  deliicaey  to  give  it ;  and 
though  some  men  might.  I  trust  a  majority  of 
both  branehes  never  would  give  sack  a  voce  fo» 
light  and  frivoloua  reasons .  fiat  it  may  be  thou^t 
that,  as  in  all  free  Governments  there  are  partMy 
a  triumphant  party  would  turn  out  thejadges  to 
get  into  their  places.  This  would  be  a  motrt  hu- 
miliating effect.  But  on  what  is  the  probahilftf 
of  auch  an  effect  founded?  How  are  the  turners 
out  to  he  turned  in?  Have  thev  the  power  to 
appoint  themselves  to  office?  No.  And  from 
our  experience  heretofore,  no  auch  idference  can 
be  drawn.  There  is  no  probability  of  one  tri- 
umphant faction  putting  down  another  to  get 
their  offices.  Because  a  triumphant  faction  could 
not  rise  to  power  but  at  the  will  of  a  majority ; 
and  elthougo  they  might  take  offices  away  front 
others,  they  could  not  bestpw  them  upon  them- 
selves. But  suppose  they  did?  It  would  be  for 
the  first  and  last  time.  It  would  be  a  struggle  be* 
tween  office^hunters.and  the  people;  and  I  believe 
all  the  experience  we  have  heretofore  had  shows 
that  this  description  of  men  are  too  prone  to 
union  for  the  public  to  sustain  either  profit  or  loss 
from  their  divisions.  But  if  in  this  opinion  I  am 
in  error,  I  would  recur  back  to  my  first  principle  ^ 
to  support  me.  Is  the  power  to  remove  a  judge 
more  important  than  the  power  of  declaring  war, 
of  laying  taxes,  and  of  effecting  various  other 
national  objects?  This  is  a  doctrine  to  me  totally 
unintelligible. 

Mr.  Smilie  observed  that  he  regretted  that  the 
motion  for  an  indefinite  postponement  had  been 
made,  as  it  was  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  the 
resolution. 

Tjie  question  was  then  taken,  hy  yeas  and  nays, 
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on  an  indefinite  postponement,  and  passed  in  the 
negative — years  42.  nays  81,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  I^ha- 
nuel  Bishop,  James'  M.  Broom,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Peter 
Early,  Caleb  EKis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely, 
James  Fisk,  Seth  Hasting,  William  Helms,  DaTid 
Hough,  Joseph  Lewis,'  jun.,  Hemry  W.  LiTingston, 
Josidi  Masters,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8»  Mum* 
ford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John 
Ptigh,  Josiah  Quin6y,  Martin  G.  Sehuneman)  John 
Cotton  Smith,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea^ 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Ten- 
nej,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Joseph  B.  Yarnum,  Daniel  C.  Yerplanck,  Pe- 
leg  Wadsworth,  EUphalet  Wi(^u%  and  Nathan  Wil- 


Nats — ^Evan  Alexander,  laaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Josej^h  Barker,  Burwell  Basset,  George  M.  Bed- 
inger,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  WUliam  Butler, 
George  W.  Canmbell,  John  Campbell^  Levi  Casey, 
John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun.,  Ja- 
cob Crowninshield,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle,  James  piliot,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hal- 
sey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Waiter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick  Magmder,  Robert 
Marion,  William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Ni- 
cholas R.  .Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph  H.  Ni- 
cholson, Gideon  Olin,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
▼er,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smithf  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard 
Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  UrT  Tracy, 
Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  .Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Thomas  Wynne. 

Mr.  Clare  then  varied  his  motion  so  as  to 
postpone  the  resolation  to  the  second  Monday  in 
March. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said  he  wished  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  his  motion,  and  m07e  a  post- 

Eonement  till  next  Monday.  He  was  very  sensi- 
le  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  was  only 
sorry  that  there  was  not  a  prospect  of  obtaining  a 
Constitutional  majority  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 
Mr.  C.  said  they  had  been  told  by  his  colleague 
{Mr.  Conrad)  that  he  was  ready  to  vest  the  Pres- 
ident with  a  discretionary  power  to  remove  a 
*  judge  on  the  address  of  the  two  Houses.  But  if 
the  gentleman  had  attended  to  the  politics  of  his 
Own  State  he  would  have  seen  the  impropriety  of 
such  authority ;  the  consequence  of  which  was 
that  a  judge,  whose  removal  had  been  requested 
by  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  actually 
held  his  place  at  the  discretion  of  the  Qo7ernor. 
The  other  alternative  his  colleague  had  suggested 
was  worse  than  the  present  provision,  as  at  pre- 
sent a  majority  of  one  branch  and  two-thirds  of 
the  other  were  sufficient  to  remove  a  judge.  Mr. 


C.  concluded  b^  expressinff  a  hope  thmt  the  gen- 
tleman from  Yirginia  would  agree  to  a  postpone* 
ment  till  next  Monday. 

Mr.  Clark  said  he  had  no  objection. 

The  question  was  then  pat,  and  the  postpone- 
ment to  Monday  next  carried. 

"    PLURALITY  OP  OFFICES. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — I  beg  leave  to  submit  a 
motion  to  the  Heuser— a  very  important  motion — 
which  at  present  I  only  mean  to  lay  on  the  table. 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  pro- 
vided that  no  person  holdinir  an  office  under  the 
(Government  of  the  United  States  shall  be  capa- 
ble of  holding  a  seat  in  either  House  of  Congress. 
But  as  the  best  things  are  liable  to  corniptioD,  and 
as  we  are  toM  the  corruption  of  the  best  things  ia 
always  the  worst,  so  th^Cbnstitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  received  in  practice  a  construction 
which  in  my  judsmeat  the  text  never  did  and 
does  not  warrant,  but  which,  if  warranted  by  the 
text,  is  totally  repugnant  to  tKe  spirit  of  that  instru- 
ment, which,  composed  of  the  jarring  interests  of 
the  different  States,  and  seuled  on  the  basis  of 
compromise,  gave  birth  to  a  Government  of  re- 
sponsibility, without  iniuence,  without  patronage, 
without  abuse,  without  privileges,  attacned  to  any 
individual,  class,  or  order  of  men.  .  It  could  not 
have  been  the  object  of  such  an  instrument,  that 
while  a  man  holding  an  office  not  exceeding  the 
value  of  fifly  dollars  should  be  excluded  from  a  seat 
in  this  House,  a  contractor  Irving  on  the  fat  of  the 
land  should  be  capable  under  the  Constitution  of 
hold  ing  one.  Look  through  the  whole  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  say  where  such  a  privile^  is  to  be 
found.  You  find  there  the  single  principle  of 
republicanism,  that  he  who  has  the  influence  de- 
rived from  power  and  money  shall  not  have  a  place 
in  the  council  of  the  nation — that  placemen  and 
pensioners  shall  not  come  on  this  floor.  While 
this  principle  scrupulously  excludes  men  holding 
responsible  offices — men  known  to  the  whote 
world — shall  it  be  considered  as  permitting  con- 
tractors to  creep  in  through  the  crevices  of  the 
Constitution,  and  devour  the  goods  of  the  people? 
Such  a  departure  from  the  spirit,  if  not  from  the 
letter  of  the  Constitution— such  a  gross  evasion  of 
principle — calls  aloud  for  remedy.  Can  a  man 
who  holds  a  contract  for  fiftv  or  an  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  give  an  independent  vote  on  this  floor? 
If  so,  why  not  admit  the  Chief  Justice  and  other 
high  officers  under  the  Gh>vernment  to  a  seat  here  ? 
Is  It  for  any  other  reason,  but  that  the  Constitu- 
tion will  not  permit  the  influence  derived  from 
office  to  operate  here  ? 

The  Constitution  may  be  tried  by  another  test. 
It  was  made  for  the  good  of  the  people  under  it, 
and  not  for  those  who  administer  it.  It  was  never 
intended  to  be  made  a  job  of,  and  I  hope  it  never 
will  be  suffered  by  the  people  to  be  made  a  job  of. 
I  think  it  is  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  bold  a  plurality  of  office.  We  sometime 
since  received  a  petition  from  a  learned  institu- 
tion to  exempt  books  imported  by  them  from  duty. 
What  did  we  say  on  that  occasion  ?  We  said,  no; 
we  cannot  exempt  your  books  from  duty.    All 
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must  conform  to  the  laws.  There  is  no  man  too 
high  or'  too  low  for  them.  The  same  measure 
must  be  meted  to  all.  To  my  extreme  surprise,  I 
see  a  practice  even  more  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution  than  a  contractor  sitting  in  Con- 
gress;  and  that  is,  an  union  of  civil  and  militarjr 
authority  in  one  pNerson;— an  union  more  fhtal  to  a 
free  nation  than  the  union  of  Executive,  Legisla- 
tive, and  Judicial  powers. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  Mr.B;  offered  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Tuesday  next : 

"  Whereas  it  is  provided  by  the  sixth  section  of  the 
first  artide  of  the  Gonstitation  of  the  United  States, 
that  '  no  person  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States  shall  be  a  membor  of  either  House  of  pongress 
during  his  continuance  in  office;'  therefore, 

« 1.  Reiohedt  That  a  contractor  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  an  officer  within  the  pur- 
view and  meaning  of  the  Constitiftion,  and,  as  sadi,  is 
incapable  of  holding  a  seat  in  this  House. 

<'2.  Resolved,  That  the  union  of  a  irfurtlity  of  offices 
in  the  person  of  a  single  individual,  but  more  especially 
of  the  military  with  the  eivil  authority,  is  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Cbnstituti<m  of  the  United  States,  and 
tends  to  the  introducing  of  an  arbitraiy  Government. 

<<  3.  JUwlved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law  to  render  any  officer  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
United  States  incapable  of  holding  any  civil  office  under 
the  United  States/' 


TuESDAT)  February  25. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  concerning  the  Library  for  the  use  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,"  Was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Tne  House  proceeded  to  oonsider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  oy  the  Senate  to  the  bill  declaring 
th&  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  entiUed  *'  An  act  to  empower  the 
Board  of  Wardens  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia, 
to  collect  a  certain  duty  on  tonnage,  for  the  pur* 
poses  therein  mentioned  :^    Whereupon, 

Resolved.  That  this,  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendment. 

•Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,- with  the  amend- 
ment, be  ettgrossedi  and  read  the  third  time  to« 
morrow. 

MILITAKY  LAND  >VAKRANTS, 
Mr.  Jackson  called  for  the  bijl  to  continue  in 
force  an  act^entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  issue  military  land  warrants, 
and  for  other  purposes."  The  bill  was  ffone 
through  with  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whoie  in 
a  few  minutes,  and  the  House  immediately  took 
it  up.  After  debating  about  one  hour  whether  to 
postpone  or  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sloan  said — I  have  listened  attentively 
to  the  arguments  pro  and  con  relative  to  ar^com* 
mitment.  One  argument  in  favor  of  a  recomijcut- 
ment,  I  must  adduce,  which,  I  am  confident,  can 
be  considered  no  otherwise  than  conclusive ;  we 
were,  last  week,  out  of  business,  we  may  be  so 
again;  bat,  by  thus  pli^iog  back  and  forth,  by 
committing^  recalling,  and  recommitting,  we  shall 


have  something  to  dO)  and  keep  out  of  the  evils 
of  idleness. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
day. 

,     DANISH  BRIG  H]BNRICK. 

Mr.  J.  C, Smith  ealied  up  the  bill  fur  enabling 
the  President  to  make  restitution  to  tbe  Govern- 
ment of  Denmark,  for  the  capture  and  condemna- 
tion of  the  Danish  briffantine  Henrickand  cargo. 
She  had  been  capturea  by  a  French  privateer  in 
1799,  and  soon  after  captured  by  the  AmeVican 
armed  ship,  the  Pickering,  and  was  condemned 
and  sold,  contrary  to  law,  it  being  neutral  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  forty 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  CnowNrNSHiELn  opposed  the  bill ;  and  Mr. 
J.  C.  Smith  defended  and  explained.  Passed  to 
a  third  reading  for  to-morrow — 71  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

INTER00UB8E  WITH  ST.  DOMINGO. 

Mr.  Early  called  up  the  bill  prohibiting  inter- 
course with  St.  Domingo. 

Mr.  Nicholson  moved,  (to  try  the  sense  of  the 
House,  whether  they  really  wish  to  make  the  pro- 
visions of  tbe  bill  so  secure  as  to  prove  effectual 
in  stopping  the  intercourse,)  that  the  owner  should 
be  bound  in  one  or  more  sufficient  surety  or  surer 
ties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict. If  merchants  ask  protection  of  us,  they 
mufit  agree  to  such  prohibitioas  and. exactions  as 
we  propose.  -  There  are  many  ways  by  whieh  the 
law  may  be.  eluded  ;  by  fraud  and  by  bankruptcy ; 
by.  incseasing  the  number  of  securities,  and  the 
sum  of  the  bonds,  we  diminish  the  chances  of 
evadine  the  law.  All  our  disputes  with  other 
countries,  (except- the  detention  of  the  Western 
posts,)  have  arisen  from  our  commercial  affairs ; 
the  Qorernment  has  expended  fifteen  or  twenty 
million  of  dollars,  in  the  erection  and  maintenance 
of  a  navy  to  support  commerce.  Can  it,  then,  be 
considered  a  hardship  that  Government  should 
demand  ample  security  ?  Cannot  the  honest  and 
respectable  merchant  obtain  it  with  ease  ? 

Mr.  EppEa. — 1  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  No  law 
can  prevent  the  evasion  of  our  merehantSj  if  they 
are  determined  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  q£ 
that  island. 

Mr.  Chowninsbibld. — ^I  am  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  amendment  If  the  bill  passes,  aa  I  under- 
stand it,  there  must  be  a  liability  to  double  for* 
feiture;  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  forfeited,  if  de- 
tected on  their  passage  home  from  St.  Domingo, 
and  the  bond  is  also  forfeited.  The  bill  as  it  now 
standi  will  prove  extremely '  burdensome  to  the 
commerce  or  t>ur  country ;  the  burdens  are  heavy 
and  unnecessary.^  I  think  I  should  vote  for  the 
bill  were  it  divested  of  the  burdensome  exactions. 
But,  pass  what  law  you  please,  you  cannot  stop 
the  intercourse  between  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  the  inhabitants  of  Sf.  Domipgo.  If 
they  cannot  trade  directly  from  the  United  Slates 
they  will  lemove  to  some  o{  the  West  India 
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klaoda  and  contiDue  the  iotercovrse,  or  tb«  inter^ 
course  will  be  continued  by  agents  in  ihose 
islands.  But,  I  fear  the  effect  the  passing  this 
law  oaay  have  on  the  inhabitants  of  that  isknd.  I 
fear  that,  in  the  spirit  of  resentment,  when  they 
hear  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  they  will  turn  to 
a  naiifiD  of  pirates,  as  it  respects  us ;  and  that  you 
will  ekber  be  obliged  to  send  a  ieet  into  the  West 
India  seas,  for  the  protection  of  your  comnierce, 
or  be  obliged  to  see  it  sacrificed.  I  know  not  whv 
it  is  necessary  for  us,  at  this  time,  to  pass  any  bill 
on  the  subject,  i  know  not  wUf  France  shotlld 
wish  such  a  bill.  France  will  herself,  probably, 
Ibe  a  loser  by  its  passing.  I  think  we  have  a  right 
to  trade  witn  the  inhabitants  «*f  that  island.  Sup- 
pose the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  or  the  black  and 
white  inhabitants  of  any  other  — 

Mr.  Early  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  in 
order? 

Mr.  CRowHiNdRiBLn.— PH  stop  if  the  Speaker 
so  decides,  or  if  any  gentleman  in  the  House 
wisht's  it. 

The  8raA«:ea.-^The  gentlemaa  wiU  praoeed, 
if  he  pleases. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSBiELD. — I  had  but  a  word  to  say. 
Suppose,  sir,  there  should  be  a  revolt  in  the  Rest 
Indies,  and  Bugland  should  interdict  our  trade 
with  Calcutta,  with  Madras.  ^.,  should  we  obey  ? 
But  1  will  not  enlarge.  I  sincerely  hope  the  bill 
will  not  pass. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  ihe  amendment  were—* 
for  it  22,  against  it  95,  as  follows : 

YtA<*-~l>avid  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett.  Robert  Braw», 
Mui  Claiborne,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
M.  Oainett,  David  Hotmes,  John  G.  Jackson.  Miehael 
Leib,  Niehoia*  R.  Moore,  Jenmiah  Monpw«  Jeanph  U» 

k  of  Pel 


Nichokoa,  Tbamaa  M.  Baadolph.  John  Roa 

Sivania,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Bmilie,  Banael  Bmith, 
atthew  Walton,  Joha  WhitehiU,  Robest  WhitduU» 
and  Alexander  Wilson. 

MAVSr— Bvaa  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jaa.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  Barnabas  BidwelL  Phanuel  Bishop,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  iunior,  Thomas  Blount,  James 
M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chand- 
ler, Martin  Chittenden,  Christcmher  Clark,  George 
Clinton,  Jan.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cntts, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dawson,  William 
Dickson,  EKas  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
SIlia,  Ebeneaer  EHmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppea, 
William  Findley,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isahdi  L.  Green,  John  Hamilton,  8sth  Hastings,  David 
Hough,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joaepb  Lewis, 
jtmior,  Heaiy  W.  liivingsten,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan 
MacPaitaad,  Patrick  Magraderr  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  William  MeCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Tho- 
mas Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely,  Garden  8.  Mumford, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun^  Gideon  Olin, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Joha  Pugh,  Josiah  Qaincy,  John 
Rhea  of  Teonessae,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
Ebeneaer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Cotton  Smith* 
John  Smith,  Henr;  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis 
B.  StufJB^es,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Bamuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 


son, Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  KilUan  K.  Yaa 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Yarnum,  Daniel  C«  Verplanck, 
Peieg  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Thofbas  Wynns. 
'  Mr.  Smilie. — Have  we,  or  have  we  not  a  right 
to  carry  on  trade  with  St.  Domingo  without  the 
consent  of  France?  That  is  the  question  before 
the  House.  Either  give  up  the  trade,  or  acknow- 
ledge the  independence  of  Hayti.  I  am  of  opin- 
ion that,  wbile  we  acknowledge  the  rights  of 
France  over  that  island^  that  we  cannot  trade 
with  its  inhabitants  without  the  consent  of 
Prance. 

It  was  mored  that  the  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow;  which  was  negatived,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  this  day.  The  bill  being  read 
the  third  time — 

Mr.  McCreeby  opposed  its  passage  in  an  argu- 
ment of  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Conrad  called  Tor  the  ayes  and^noes; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  said,  be  rose  merely  to  express 
his  satisfactioa  that  the  ayes  and  noes  were  order- 
ed on  this  qttesiion.  I  coa«ider,  said  Mr.  S^  all 
discussion  of  the  martts  of  the  bill  as  perfectly 
fruitlees.  The  ittpid  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
horried  thus  far  through  the  House,  utterly  pro* 
clud«8  all  deliberation,  and  is  a  sure  prognostic  of 
its  final  passage.  It  is  a  measure  wfaioh  will  ^reat* 
ly  embarrass  all  our  foreig-a  eommerce,  and  if  it  is 
to  have  its  intended  effect,  which  I  much  doubt, 
because  I  believe  its  defective  provisions  will  be 
easily  defeated  or  eva^d,  it  must  prove  complete- 
ly ruinous  to  a  lawful  and  valuable  branch  of  oar 
trade.'  But,  as  a  measure  of  policy,  I  consider  it 
absolutely  destructive  of  the  be.<t  and  dearest  rights 
oi  this  country.  Sir.  the  secret  is  out ;  the  Tact 
camnot  be  concealed  tuat  this  bill  is  dictated  by  the 
Oovernmant  of  Prance.  Tbe  imperious  mandate 
of  the  French  Minister  is  published  to  tbe  world ; 
and  the  connexion  between  his  ordenand  this  act 
of  obedience  and  submission  will  be  clearly  per- 
ceived and  universally  acknowledged.  I  presume 
not  to  arraign  tbe  motives  of  other  ^ntlemen ; 
they,  doubtless,  have  reasons  which  justify  the 
measure  to  themselves.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible 
their  impressions  can  be  like  mine.  For  myself, 
I  view  the  bill,  under  all  iu  circumstances,  as  a 
surrender  of  all  the  rights  of  self  government ;  as 
a  sacrifice  of  the  honor  and  independence  of  this 
nation  upon  the  altar  of  Gallick  despotism.  To 
this  sacrifice  I  never  can,  I  never  will  consent : 
and  it  is.  therefore.  With  pleasure  I  shall  record 
my  deciaed  negative  upon  the  Journal  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  Clat.— We  cannot  trade  with  them 
without  acknowledging  their  independence.  If 
gentlemen  are  ready  to  do  this,  I  shall  consider  it 
as  a  {sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  black  despotism  and 
usurpation. 

Mr.  Dana. — I  rise,  sir,  to  declare  ray  approba- 
tion of  the  sentiments  expressed  by  my  honorable 
colUague.  Mr.  J.  C.  Smitb. 

This  bill,  from  the  nature  of  its  provisions.  I 
consider  as  inadequate  to  prevent  the  trade  with 
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the  island  of  St.  Domingo.  At  the  dame  time, 
coQeidering  the  circumstanees  under ^ which  it  has 
heen  nressed*  upon  our  attention,  I  View  it  as  pe- 
isuliany  exceptionahie  in  principle,  and  as  inyolr- 
ing  consequences  which  may  be  severel f  injurious 
in  practice. 

Twill  not  attempt,  at  this  time,  to  state  the  va- 
rious possible .  consequences  of  passing  the  bill. 
Without  estimating  the  probability  of  its  being 
regarded  by  those  who  now  rule  in  Harti  as  an 
act  of  hostility  against  theip,  and,  thereaorO)  as  a 
cause  for  their  exercising  hostilities  against  this 
coitntry ;  without  intimatiBg  the  tendency  of  such 
.measures  to  drive  them  to  attempt  maritime  en- 
terprises, and  thus  to  raise  up  ia  the  West  Indies 
a  black  Alffiets,  disting:uished  by  activity  and  fe* 
rocLty  i  wiHiout  prfesenting^to  view  the  consequent 
dangers  to  the  property  of  our  merchants  and  the 
lives  of  our  seamen ;  the  single  consideration  of 
the  circcimstanfies  under  wiucb  we  are  now  re- 
qnired  to  act  upon  this  subject,  is  sufficient  to  de- 
cide my  vote  against  the  present  bill,  even  if  it 
were  otherwise  of  no  moment.  As  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
1  hold  it  not  my  duty  to  bow  to  the  mandate  of 
any  foreign  Power.  In  this  l^ht  I  view  the  com- 
munications laid  before  the  Senate,  from  Talley- 
rand and  the  French  Minister  PUnipotentiary, 
requiring  the  interdiction  of  trade  wita  St.  Do- 
minffo,  under  the  order  of  jtheir  imperial  master. 
With  such  sentiments,  it  is  impossible  foe  me  to 
be  in  favor  of  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  RfiiA,  of  Tennessee.— <rl  deny  that  this  bill 
is  the  effect  of  an^r  request  or  order  of  the  French ; 
it  is  an  act  of  justice. 

Mr.^ciNCT.— It  wa$  my  intention  to  have  en- 
.tered  fully  into  an  examination  of  the  principles 
of  this  bill,  but,  like  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut, I  deem  mvself  precluded  from  executing 
this  purpose,  by  the  temper  and  disposition  dis- 
covered by  the  House.  Ia  a  eommeicial  view,  it 
will  a$^t  my  particular  constituents  but  little. 
The  merchants  of  Boston  have  been  concerned  in 
this  commerce  to  a  very  limited  desree  only. 
There  are^  however,  principles  in  the  bill  affecting 
commercial  convenience  generally,  which  I  should 
have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  have  considered  if  the 
course  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  House,  had 
not  convinced  me  that  it  was  not  by  argument 
that  this  bill  was  to  be  earried,or  could  be deCsated. 
The  bill  was  laid  upon  om  tables  yesterday*  In 
half  an  hour  after^  we  were  called  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  upon  it,  through  which  it  passed 
instaatly  without  amendment.  Thereport  of  the 
Comnuttee  was  immediately  considered,  and  a 
motion  to  postpone  for  a  single  day  only,  was  vio- 
lently opposed  bv  the  geotkmen  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.^ppBap  and  fro^a  Massachusetts.  (Mr.  Bin- 
WBLL.)  It  is  true,  as  has  been  said,  this  subject 
has  beea  long  before  the  Senate,  but  it  is  the  first 
time  that  I  ever  heard  that  the  members  of  this 
House  were  in  duty  bound  to  be  prepared  to  act 
immediately  upon  an  important  qaestipn,  because 
it  had  been  boff  under  the  consideration  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  A  similar  de- 
gree of  haste  jmd  determiaation  to  press  this  biU 
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to  its  final  passage,  has  been  equally  apparent  in 
this  day's  debate.  Considering  the  magnitude  of 
its  principles  and  consequences,  the  course  adopt- 
ed 18  unpreceden ted.  Under  otner  circumstances, 
and  had  time  been  allowed  for  the  investigation, 
I  should  have  held  it  my  duty  to  have  shown,  as 
I  think  it  might  be  done,  that  our  restrictions  of 
this  commerce  onght  to  extend  only  to  military 
apparatus,  and  not  to  the  denial  of  the  ordinary 
necessities  and  conveniences  of  life ;  that  the  laws 
of  nations  require  that  we  should  exercise  a  strict 
neutrality  between  France  and  Hayti ;  and  that  a 
declaration  of  non-intercourse  was,  and  probacy 
would  be  considered,  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
island,  as  a  declaration  of  war.  But  opportunity 
has  not  been  allowed  for  the  examination  requis- 
ite to  the  establishment  of  these  points,  and  theire 
is  obviouslv  no  disposition  to  attend  to  it  were  it 
made.  I  snail,  therefore,  merely  record  my  nega- 
tive to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Elmer.—!  4aiow  of  no  foundation  for  the 
deelamtion,  that  this  bill  is  the  efiect  6f  an  order 
(born  the  Minister  of  France.  I  believe  no  such 
order  would  affect  a  singler  member  on  this  floor. 
Policy  requires,  our  dutv  requires,  the  passing  of 
this  bill.  The  subject  has  been  fully  discussed, 
this  and  the  last  session ;  there  is  no  haste ;  if 
gentlemen  wish  to  amend,  let  their  amendments 
be  brought  forward ;  if  they  wish  further  to  dis* 
ca8&  the  House  is  reiadv  to  listen ;  the  princi]^e 
of  this  bill  is  already  settled,  and  has  long  been.  I 
look  not  at  consequences ;  I  look  to  what  policy  and 
duty  require.  We  must  offend  France  or  Saint 
Domingo ;  but  I  see  not  why  St.  Dominco  should 
be  up  in  arms  at  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  fear 
the  offence  of  no  nation  $  I  fear  only  doing  wrong 
as  a  man,  and  as  a  leg^latOr;  I  fear  more  the 
consequences  of  not  passing,  than  I  do  of  passing 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Earlt.—- I  had  hoped  this  bill  would  pase 
without  such  observations  as  the  House  haabeen 
compelled  to  hear;  I  had  hoped  that  thegeatl»> 
man  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Smith,)  usually  so 
distinguished  by  the  urbanity  and  correctness  of 
hk  deportment  in  debate,  would  have  forborne 
such  expressions  of  bitterness  and  wrath.  But 
the  gentleman  could  not  omit  this  opportunity  of 
opposing  the  present  Administration.  The  gei^ 
tlemen  who  now  oppose,  the  bill  were  the  cause 
of  its  not  being  adopted  the  last  session.  When 
we  wished  to  pass  this  bill  the  last  session,  eeii- 
tlemen  who  are  now  opposed  to  it,  prevented  io 
passage  by  saying  that  there  was  no  cause  for  it| 
and  we  were  told  to  wait  till  France  should  re- 
monstrate against  the  intercourse.  Well,  France 
has  remonstrated,  and  now  the  same  gentlemen 
tell  us  not  to  pass  the  bill,  because  she  has  remon- 
strated. Strange !  There  may  be  other  grounds 
of  objections  to  this  hill,  which  gentlemen  choose 
not  to  avow.  There  is  a  disposition,  not  only  in 
this  House,  but  elsewhere-^in  the  public  prints— 
which  fills  my  mind  with  awe.  After  all  we  can 
do,  the  object. seems  to  be  to  draw  down  on  us  the 
wrath  of  other  Governments.  Look  at  a  cele- 
brated publication  in  the  Philadelphia  gazettes. 
Wi^al  ia  the^ebject  of  thati  end  what  ia  the  object 
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BOW  1  WJiy,  to  tell  tbe  r^ToIters  of  £k.  DoaM&go 
thai  they  have  Just  cause  ofofieoce  or  of  war. 

Mr.  EppBfl.'^  rise  to  express  my  apprpbatioD 
of  the  Dovel  niaDaer  in  which'  some  ffeotletnea 
liare  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  this  btii. 
A  fentlenian  from  ConaecttcAt  rejoices  to  ae^- 
tire  this  bill ;  another  ^atlemaa  from  Conaeeti- 
^eut  coincides  whh  bim,  aad  a  gentleman  from 
IfossBchuscttfl  perfectly  a^^rees  with  bim. 

E^very  nation,  When  injured,  has  a  riffht  to  de- 
mand redress.  Has  not  France,  then,  this  right  ? 
Bottegentleraea  would  d^lare  St.Dominf^ofree; 
^f  any  gentleman  harbors  such  eentimentiBlet^im 
«ome  forward  boUfly  and  declare  it.  In  such  case, 
be  would  cover  himself  with  deteetation.  A  i^s- 
lem  that  would  bring  immediate  and  horrible  d«- 
•traction  on  tlie  fairest  portion  of  America. 

Mr.  BLY.-^Tlie  ai^ount  of  the  trade,  wni  the 
«zact  situation  of  this  country,  I  knew  little  of  tili 
yesterday.  I  have  attended  to  the  oBserrations 
^at  httive  bcfeB  made;  but  I  ba^  scaroely  beard 
any  reason  gi?en  why  this  bill  sfaoufd  be  passed. 
Hence,  I  am  inclined  to  thinlc  that  Kaaon  had  Itt^ 
^c  to  do  in  the  business,  unless  they  are  secret  rea«- 
sons.  1  wish  for  reasons  for  passing  the  bill ;  btit 
the  discussion  has  only  afforded  me  reasons 
afiatnslthem.  Have  these  Haytians  no  rights? 
If  they  were  once  subjects  of  a  Go rernment  that 
can  ao  longer  hold  them,  has  tiiat  nation  auy 
light  to  call  on  us  to  starve  them  out ;  to  starve 
these  people  into  subjection  to  that  Power  ?  Gen- 
tlemen have  said  that  we  wish  war.  I  trust  ;taot. 
I  love  a  oleaar  sky*  good  looks,  and  pleasant  fecK 
logs.  I  iove  i^eaca,  and  wish  it  as  much  as  anjr 
fientleman  in  the  House.  It  is  aogsested,  and  I 
tear  too  truly,  that  these  people,  rude,-  untutored 
sons  of  nature,  fired  with  the  fall  force  of  the  Ux 
falumk,  when  they  come  to  hear  of  this  bill,  will 
arm,  harass,  and  will  swarm  round  our  West  In* 
4ia  trade,  and  thus  injure  one  fourth  of  bur  com- 
anerce.  I  deny  the  tight  of  the  French  to  dictate, 
as  has  been  done.  I  deny  the  necessity  or  policy 
€f  yielding  to  theorders  of  the  French  Ministev. 

Mr.  SmLia.'— I  deny  that  the  inhabilants  of  St. 
Domingoare  a  nation.  Has  the  United  States,  or 
anyotiier  nation,  acknowledged  them  so?  No. 
fiow,  then,  are  they  to  be  ooiiiiderad  other  than  a 
fart  of  France  ? 

The  bill  passed-^yeas  ^3,  nays  26,  as  ibllows : 

YsAs — Evsn  Atnander,  WiUis  AistoOf  jnn.,  issae 
Anderw>n,  David  B«rd»  JoMph  Barker,  Barwell  Bas- 
Mtt,  Qaorga  M.  Bedingar,  Barnabas  BidwelU  Phaanal 
Bishop,  William  BlaoUedge,  John  Blake,  Jan.,  Thomaa 
Bloant,  Robert  Brawn,  John  Boyle,  William  B^tler, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  George  Clinton,  Jan.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Or- 
chard Cook,  Leonard  Covijigton,  Richard  Cutts,  Etra 
Darby,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earie, 
Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppee,  Wil- 
liam Ilndley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M. 
tJamett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Chreen,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms, 
David  Hblmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James 
'Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan*  Ma^ 
Fariand,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robeit  Marion,  Josiah, 
lia«tai%  Dairia  Jtoiwatheti  Nlsholaa  B.^  Moors,  The. 


mas  Moore,  Jaremi^  Morrow*  John  MoiioWt  Oavden 
8.  Mumfordy  Thomss  ^^wton,  Jan.,  Gideoa  Olin,  John 
Pogh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  pf  Pennsvl- 
▼ania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John 
Russell,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Bloan,  John 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  TTacy,  Joseph  B.  Yamatn,'Mat- 
tiiew  Walton,  John  WhitehUl,  Robert  Whitehill,Eliph- 
alet  Widws,  Darid  S.  Wflfiams,  Msrmadnke  Williams, 
Nathan  WflHamfs,  AJcttander  Wfison,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Thomas  Wysifeis. 

NAVs--eili8  BeCton,  Martin  t]^tteMdsn,  Jaedb 
€fownlasfaield,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  Da^m^ovt,  Jn, 
James  Elliot^  Caleb  E|liB,  Wtiliam  Sly,  Beth  HMtiags, 
DaTid  fiimgh,  Henry  W.  LiymgiMon,  Matthew  l^roa, 
William  McCraai^,  lefamiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
^  •  •     -        —    WH" 


junior,  Jopiah  Quiiioy,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bemja- 
min  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenneyx  Thomas  W.  Tbomo- 
soo,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Renssdaar,  Daniel  C.  Veiplanoi, 
and  I^eleg  Wadsworth. 


WBniifi8Da.T^  Febrikary  26. 

An  engrosaed  bill,  to  coatinoe  in  force  an  %dt 
entitled  ^^Ad  kot  to  aocbdrize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  issue  military  land  warrants,  and  fbr  otbor 
pnrposesj'^was  read  the  third  trme^and  the  bill 
reH^nicliitted  to  a  ConHDitt«e  of  the  Whole  im- 
«iediately.  Tbe  House  aceprdingly  vesoWed  i^ 
self  into  the  said  ooaamittee ;  and;  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Gbmniictee  reported  an  amend- 
ment thereto,  which  ^was  twice  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Hoose. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  ameildmevt  he  en- 
g[rossed^  and^  together  ^th  the  Ml,  t^M  the  third 
time  this  day. 

Mr.  BiowBLL,  fVom  the  ooaonittso  appoinled  oa 
the  twenty-second  of  January  last,  presented  k 
bill  prescribing  the  effect  in  each  State  of  the  la- 
ooids  of  jodgmeofs  and  deerees  of  the  covru  of 
record  t»r  every  Mhar  State ;  which  was  then  read 
<wice,  tfnd  eommitied  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next 

The  House  proceeded  to  oonsider  tbe  amonl- 
•ment  pronosed  br  the  "Senate  to  the  bill,  eniMM 
^*  An  act  ror  altaring  tbe  time  fiw  holdiw  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  io  the  dts^ibt  of  North  Caroliitti$" 
Wheveapon, 

Re$ohed,  That  this  Hoose  do  atgree  to  the  said 
mbendment  with  an  aasendmeni. 

An  engrossed  bitl>einbtiog  the  Pre^ditot  of  thb 
United  states  to  make  restitution  to  the  Garem- 
ment  of  Penmark,  fortheoaptoreand  condemna- 
tion of  the  Danish  brigaatine  called  the  Hemriok, 
aad  her  cargo;  was  then  read  the  third  tinier  and 
passed. 

On  a motionmade and  seconded  thatthe -Hdoste 
do  come  to  the  following  resolation : 

Beaohedf  That dollars  ought  to  be  appropriated 

out  of  any  money  In  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, fi>r  the  Immediate  relief  of  Peter  Landafe, 
late  a  eapteia  of  one  of  the  aimed  yessels  of  the  United 
-Statas,  On  account  of  his  dahn  to  prise  money  accm> 
ing  from  the  eaptores  mada  and  xarried  htto  Bergen, 
fla<hsyeaisoi|eiuHissadasfCBhiadnd  aad  saraalx- 
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»;  whioh  Mad  flhaU  ba  deducted  from  hi«  proportian 
of  tbe  prize  aMJiej,  whiob  may  be  |vocuved  from  the 
Cieaish  Goveament  in  entlirftotionof  the.  diim  aSot^ 


'  'Order6d,  Tiiat  tlie  nkl  resofaitioii  l^  r€ferred 
to  the  eoQsiAeratkm  of  a  Comtniltceof  the  Wibok 
thh  day. 

The  Home  aeeortliDftly  tesolved  itself  into  the 
said  Committee,  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
io,  the  Committee  rate  and  reported  to  the  Roose 
tlieir  acreemeat  to  the  same.    Wfaereapop, 

JUs^ved^  That  this  Hoase  do  ^gtee  with  the 
ConcDitiee  of  the  whole  House  i&  their  agree- 
meat  to  the  said  resohitioa. 

Ordered,  That  a  bfll}  or  hills,  he  brought  ia 
pursuant  thereto;  and  that  the  Committee  pf 
Chiims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  vhe  Senate  ioformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  appdint- 
ibg  a  committee,  jointlv,  with  a  comnaittee  to  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, for  the  purposes  eatprassed  in  the  ^*  Act  for 
the  further  support  of  a  Library." 

'X'he  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  regulale  the  laying  out  and  mak- 
ing a  ^road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of 
Maryland  to  the  State  of  Ohio."  The  bill  was 
reported  with  several  amendments  thereto. 

RBM SBSION  OP  DUTI|». 

Mr.  Crowninbbield,  from  the  Committee -of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  harhig  considered 
the  petition  of  Tristram  Hussey,  of  the  island  of 
Nantucket  in  the  fttate  of  Massachusetts,  made 
the  following  report : 

The  petUfonef ,  with  Bdward  CAy,  futt^,  tad  others, 
ixwhinta,  of  NentiiokAt,  were,  and  still  %re,  the  own- 
eis  of  the  eb^p  Union.  This  veasel  has  been,  fi>r  some 
time  past,  employed  in  the  whaling  business,  with  an 
American  master  and  crew,  regularly  documented  as 
a  veasel  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  aSOl,  on 
the  passage  to  the  Bdszils,  and  before  they  arrived  a^ 
the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  they  obtained  ei^t  casks  of 
a>ermaceU  oil,  and  sent  the  same  to  New  York  ia  an 
American  verael.  The  coUedtor  diorged  s^vtmty-two 
ddUars  and  fifteen  cents  dtlty  on  the  oiu,  notwithstand- 
ing it  Was  the  produce  or  American  fi^ries.  tTpon  a 
aeooiid  ^age  in  the  same  Ship,  in  the  f>llowing  veer, 
iny  procQMd  twenty*^«)m  caAs  of  oil,  Upstn  whaltos 
tiriken  on  the  passage,  -ptiot  to  passihg  tha  Capa  de 
Veid  Isfautds,  and  shipped  the  same  also  iman  Ameri- 
eatt  h^tem  to  How  Yvrk,  whare  the  H»Uaeloc  again 
dwmaded  •  doty  on  its  iaipoflatiaQ,  wid  they  were 
aUiged  to  pay  a  thtfther  anaa  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty-three  doUars  and  tweuty«£va  ceiiU  for  the  du* 
tisi.  In  both  instances,  the  oil  was  iK»t  landed  at  any 
foreign  port^  It  was  actually  taken  from  the  ship 
Ihuottt  and  put  on  board  American  teasels ;  find  the 
proof  exhibited  to  the  committee  is  incontestable  that 
It  was  the  produce  of  the  American  whale  fishery. 
The  collector  of  ]^ew  York  might,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, have  charged  a  duty  on  the  whole  cargo  of  oil 
imported  in  the  Unioi^  had  she  entered  at  that  port, 
as  in  the  two  cases  under  consideration.  '  It  appears 
that  American  oil  cannot  be  subject  fo  any  doty  what- 
ever. There  is  no  law  known  to  the  committee  that 
•aenii  as  aollkorisatr shaita*  k:tatfge.    Mo.  daty  san  be 


collected  on  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture, of  the  United  States ;  and,  wherever  any  Amer- 
ican articles  have  been  returned  from  foreign  countries, 
the  duty  is  believed  to  have  been  invariably  remitted, 
or  rather  none  has  ever  been  demanded.  Codfishj 
taken  by  American  fishermen,  in  American  vessels,  are 
not  chargeable  with  duty,  whether  imported  in  the  vea> 
sel  in  which  they  were  caught,  or  on  any  odier  Ameri* 
can  bottom  i  surely,  tlhen,  ofl  of  the  American  fisheriea 
must  be  entitled  to  a  similar  exemption  from  doty. 
The  committee  are  of  opinioa  that  Congress  ought  to 
relieve  the  petitioners  fkom  the  payinentaf  the  duty 
chafged  to  them,  without  the  anthoiitjr  of  law  to  wni^ 
lant  it;  and  they  heg  leave  to  aubsut  the  foUowing 
resolntienc 

JtoBohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  rea- 
sonable^ and  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  rqiort  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to*morrow. 

TaxjRSDAT,  Pehruary  27. 

The  Spbakcb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Oommissioners  ior  the  district 
east  of  Pearl  river,  of  British  grants  for  lands  ly-. 
ing  in  the  said  district,  pursuant  to  the  pr4>vi8iona 
«f  the  seventh  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
regulating  the  grants  of  land^  and  providing  for 
the  dispo^l  of  the  iands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;"  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  b^  referred  to  the  Commictee 
on  the  Pohlic  Lands. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Bem^vedy  That  a  committea  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  amendii^  the  law  rel* 
ative  to  pataats  for  inventions  or  discoveries  in 
the-tneial  aits;  and  to  report  theceoa  by  bill^  or 
■otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Dana,  Fjbk,  Spalding, 
ALEXANDfift,  and  SttiLiE,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  tbpe  Ttni- 
tory  of  Lousiaua  was  presented  to  the  House  anil 
read,  piuying  that  such  of  vhem  as  had  fsaaiKes, 
or  were  actual  inhabitants  of  the  said  Terrhorfi 
on  or  before  the  90th  of  Deeember,  1^03^  mar 
have  granted  to  them,  respeetivdy.  a  tract  of  hma 
of  one  niie  squatci  ttigethar  with  the  asaal  allow- 
aoeegraattd  to  the  wife  and  fiimily  of  each  ael* 
tier,  according  to  the  uai^ea  and  costomB  hereto* 
fdire  escabHshed  in  the  said  Tarritory. 

Also,  'a  pethioa  of  suodry  {nhaottatftB  of  th» 
district  of  V inciennes,  in  the  Indiana  Territory^ 
praying,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  that  fut" 
tber  time  may  i>e  allowed  to  tliem  for  nlibg  no* 
tices,  aud  making  proofs  of  claims  to  lands  withia, 
the  said  district. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitlohs  be  severally 
referred  to  the  Committ^ee  on  the  Public  Lands* 

Mr.  CaowNiNsaiELO,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  who  were  directed 
by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  fifth  instant, 
'^  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  a  survey 
to  be  nu^  of  the  shoals  of  Cape  Hatteras,  Capa 
Laokoutyaud  the  Frying  Paii8>"  made  a  x^rt 
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thereon';  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Crowinshield,  from  the  same  committee, 
presented  a  hill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  sur- 
veyed \  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  uommittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  issue  military  land  warrants,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred,  on  the  tenth  of  December 
last,  the  petition  of  the  Leffislative  Council  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans ;  and,  on  the  third  ultimo, 
a  memorial  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  said  Territory,  made  a  report  thereon,  in  part, 
which  was  read,  and  orderea  to  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  appointing  a  committee,  jointly 
with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  purposes 
expressed  in  the  "act  for  the  further  support  of  a 
library:"  Whereupon 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Jobeph  C lay,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Ranbolph^  and  Mr.  Dana,  be  appointed  a 
committee  on  their  part. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  removing  the  limitation  of 
the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  empowering  the  Legislature  thereof  to  in- 
crease the  numW  of  Representatives  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  by  a  given  ratio  to  that  of  electors  $ 
tod,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SLAVES. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  imposing  a  tax  of  ten 
dollars  op  all  slaves  hereafter  imported  into  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill 
06  postponed  indefinitely,  it  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  42,  nays  69,  as  follows : 

Ykas-^ Willifl  Abton,  jr.,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Sila* 
Betton,  Phanuel  Biah<^,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas 
Blount,  WilUiam  BuUer,  John  Campbell,  Len  CaMj, 
Martin  Chittenden^  Chxistopher  Clark,  Matthew  Claj, 
Jacob  Crownintbield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  Efiiu  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  EUiot,  Oeleb 
ElKs,  Edwin  Gray,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas  Kenan. 
Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Joeiah  Masters, 
William  McOreeiy,  David  Meriwether,  Thomae  Moore, 
Gurdon  8.,Mamford,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee^  Thomas  Sandford,  John 
C.  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  William  Stedman,  Samuel 
Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  David  R  Williams, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Thomas  Wyms. 

Nats — ^Evan  Alexander,  Isa^  Anderson,  Jos.  Bar- 
ker, Burwell  Bassett,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
b.,  Robert  Brown,  John  Chandler,  John  Claibome, 
Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington, 
Richard  Cutts,  Esra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Ebene- 
Mr  Shnar,  WiUiam  Ely,  Wiitiam  Fmdlegr*  Jamas  Fisk» 


Charies  Goldsborou^h,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
Seth  Hastings,  William  Hehns,  David  Hohnes,  David 
Hodgh,  Wdter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Michael 
L^,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matihew  Lyon,  Patrick  Ma- 
grader,  Nndiolas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosel^,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  n.  Nicholson,  Gideon 
Olin,  JohnRea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  John 
Russell,  Peter  S'ailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenexer  Sea^ 
ver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,'  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  David 
Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan 
Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 
On  motion. 
Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to 
Mr.  Sloan,  Mr.  FrsK,  Mr.  Eppfis,  Mr.  Qxtinct, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  XClat,  and  Mr.  Marion. 

PRIZE  MONET. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais  was  read 
a  first,  second,  and  third  time,  and  passed.    The 

Eetitioner  claimed  prize  money  due  him  in  1799; 
is  claim  was  upward  of  $12,000. 
Mr.  Smith,  who  reported-  the  bUi,  stated  that 
he  believed  the  petitioner  at  present  wished  but  a 
part  of  the  sum  due  him ;  and  he  would  thank 
any  sentleman  to  name  a  sum  with  which  to  fill 
the  blank. 

Mr.  Nicholson  gave  a  very  affecting  state- 
ment of  the  petitioner's  situation,  and  moved  to 
fill  the  blank  with  ^,000.  It  was  so  filled  with- 
out a  dissentient  voice. 

JOURNALS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Clat  called  for  the  resolution  to  purchase 
one  hundred  and  thirty  sets  of  Folwell's  edi- 
tion of  the  Journals  of  Congress  under  the  Con- 
federation. 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  do  not  perceive  that  these 
Journals  are  more  valuable,  in  a  political  view,  or 
more  necessary  for  members  of  Congress,  than 
many  other  works  that  could  be  mentioned.  I 
see  not  why  the  laws  of  Congress,  or  the  laws  of 
nations,  highly  valuable  and  necessary  treatises, 
should  not  claim  a  place  in  point  of  utility  as 
soon  as  the  Joumab  of  the  Old  Congress.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  resolution,  not  on  accoimt  of  the 
sum,  but  from  my  dislike  of  the  principle.  You 
may  as  well  take  ao-much  money  from  the  Treas- 
ury, and  purchase  what  books  jpji  please.  Theva 
are  many  new  members  in  this  House,  who  ste 
interested;  the  books  are  for  the  new  members  of 
this  and  succeeding  Congresses.  I  have  some 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  Uieir  voting. 

Mr.  Leib.— The  new  members  are  interested ; 
so  also  were  the  members  who  have  heretofore 
yoted  for  the  purchase  of  these  Journal  for  them- 
selves. I  received,  when  I  became  a  member  of 
this  House,  a  set  of  these  Journals ;  I  wish  those 
who  come  after  me  may  also  receive  them.  I 
would  mete  to  others  the  measure  that  is  meted  to 
me. 

Mr.  Alston.— Our  predecessors  have  not  all 
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been  famished  with  these  JourBak.  Perhaps  this 
resolution  is  intended  to  iavor  some  printer,  who 
has  these  Yolnmes,  and  finds  it  difficult  to  dispose 
of  them. 

Mr.  TA/«utADaB. — There  are  300  copies  of  these 
Journals  now  in  the  Library. 

Mr.  Leib.— These,  I  presume,  are  for  the  use  of 
the  members  while  here. 

Mr.  Blount.— They  are  for  the  use  of  members 
hue  I  here  thev  are  want^.  I  can  see  no  iust 
title  that  members  can  have  to  take  home  these 
Journals,  more  than  any  other  books  they  may 
wish  to  read  or  to  possess. 

Mr<  Jacksob.— :Why  not. also  deliver  every 
new  member  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  laws,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  Constitution  ?  There  are  three  hun- 
dred sets  of  these  volumes  in  the  Library,  for  the 
use  of  members.  At  the  conrmencement  of  a 
session  an|f  member  can«take  out  a  set,  take  them 
to  his  lodgings,  keep  them  during  the  session,  und 
return  them  at  its  close.  This  has  been  my  prac- 
tice. 

Mr.  Nicholson*— I  observe  several  new  mem^ 
bers  disinclined  to  vote  on  this  occasion.  When 
I  was  a  new  member,  I  voted  in  favor  of  a  similar 
resolution  with  great  readiness.  I  consider  these 
Journals  as  the  best  volumes  in  my  library.  I 
wish  a  greater  extension  to  the  circulation  of 
these  volumes.  Let  the  events  of  those  times  be 
more  fully  known,  and  remembered,  that  they  may 
be  hwdded  down  to  posterity.  I  fear  we. are  for- 
getting those  times;  we  are  forgetting  the  occur* 
rences  of  those  days ;  and,  sir,  forgetting  the  great 
principles  which  governed  the  Revolution.  Let 
us  bring  back  those  principles. .  Hard,  distressing, 
indeed,  were  those  times ;  times  they  truly  were 
in  which  the  souls  of  men  were  tried.  Such  may 
I  never  see  again ;  but,  would  to  God  I  could  dis- 
cover a  return  of  the  great  and  excellent  princi- 
ples that  reigned  in  those  days. 

Mr.  Jaoksqn. — I  rise  to  make  some  remarks  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  Nicholson.-^ Will  the  gentleman  suffer 
me  to  explain?  In  my  observations,  I  had  no 
reference  whatever  to  the  gentleman  ifrom  Virgi- 
nia, nor  to  his  arguments. 

Mr.  Jaokbon. — I  am  extremelv  sorry  that,  in 
the  course  of  my  remarks,  I  shoula  ever  be  obliged 
to  take  notice  ot  the  p^ntleman  from  Maryland, 
or  of  his  arguments }  it  is  i^ot  from  any  respect  I 
bear  him. 

Mr.  Nicholson.— -I  much  r^et  that  anything 
which  I  may  have  said  should  nave  given  rise  to 
such  ebullition  of  wrath  as  has  been  exhibited  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virgiuia.  I  am  not  desirous 
of  obtaining  that  gentleman's  respect ;  if  I  wished 
it,  I  might  court  it  by  pursuing  a  line  of  conduct 
like  his.  I  might  thus  obtain  his  respect ;  but  L 
prefer  the  pursuit  of  my  own  ways,  that  I  may  be 
able  to  respect  myself^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called.  The  yeas 
were  76— nays  31,  as  follows: 

Tbas— Bvan  Alexander,  Willii  Abton,  ^un^  Isaac 
AndenMm,  Joesph  Barker,  Geoige  M.  Bedmger,  Silas 
Betton,  Benabas  Bidwell,   Phaauel   Bishop,  John 


Blake,  jun*,  James  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
Chris.  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  6.  Clinton, jnn.,  Fred.  Con- 
rad, Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Ctowninshield,  John  Dav- 
enport, jun.,  Elias  Barle,  Peter  Early,  Caleb  BUis,  £b- 
enezer  Ehner,  William  Ely,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Silas  -  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes, 
Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Nehemiah  Kni^t,  Mi- 
chael Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Jonah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  D»- 
nd  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore^ 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gnrdon  8.  Mnmford,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Thomss  Newton,  jnn.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,. 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Runell,  Thomas  Sandford*  Martin  G» 
Schuneman,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  SUnlbrd,  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturaes,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
min Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Phi- 
fip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  John  WhitehiU,  EUphalet 
Wickes,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Thomas  Wynne. 

Nats— Bnrwell  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Tho- 
mas Blount,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Leonard  Covington,  Richard  Cntts,  William  Dickson, 
James  Elliot,  James  M.  Gamett,  Petemen  Goodwvn, 
Edwin.  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Wil^ 
ham  Helms,  David  Hongh,  John  G.  Jackson,  Duncan 
M^cF^uiand,  John  Moirow,  Gideon  Olin,  Peter  Saitty, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
Samuel  Smiths  Thomas  SpakUng,  Jose)^  Stanton,  Jo- 
seph B.  Yaranm,  Pelc«  Wadswerth,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  Messia. 
Clat,  &AMnpoRO,  and  £llib,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Friday,  February  28. 

Ordered.  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  third  ultimo,  the  memorial  of  the 
House  of  Representatires  o(  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, be  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  such  part  of  the*  said  memorial 
as  remains  unacted  upon,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Saillt,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  the  amendment 
pi^oposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to 
State  Judges  and  State  Courts,"  reported  to  the 
House  their  agreement  to  the  same,  with  seyeral 
amendments. 

The  House  poceeded  to  consider  the  said 
anjiendments  and  agreed  to  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  ap- 
pointed on  the  seventh  instant,  ^^-to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  if  any,  what  4idditional  provisions 
arenecessary^to  prevent  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  the  territories  of  the  United  States ;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  a  resolution  thereupon,  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Beeohedj  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
person  or  persons  to  import,  or  bring  into  the  Ter- 
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rilories  of  the  United  States,  any  slave  or  slaves 
that  may  hereaAer  be  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr*  Da- 
vid R.  Williams,-  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Spaldin<i, 
Mr.  Kbllt,  and  Mr.  BLACKLEnes,  do  prepare  amd 
faring  in  the  saaue. 

UEFENCB  OF  PORTS  AND  HARBOlfe. 

Or  motion  of  Mr.  Dawboit,  the  House  resoived 
itnelf  into  a  GoBtmitteeof  the  Whok  on  thevtate 
of  the  UoioB. 

The  resolutions  of  a  seleet  coonniltce  relative 
to  the  fortificatioD  of  ports  and  harbors  were  niti^. 

The  first  resolution  appropriates  one  hundred 
and  fifty  rhousand  dollars  to  this  purpose-. 

Mr.  UAWSON  advocated  the  adoption  of  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  Clinton. — The  only  Question  is  the  most 
suitable  means  of  defence.  If  it  should  be  con- 
.diuded  that  defence  by  fixed  batteries  would  be 
iaipracticable,  let  us  votea  large  sum  for  the  build- 
ing of  gunboats ;  oc  go  further,  and  vote  a  large 
worn  for  the  increase  of  oar  navy.  Semethiog 
jB«Bt  be  done.  New  York  has  been  the  scene  01 
aoimed  insult:  seamen  have  been  taken  from  the 
Dosonr  of  her  harbor:  and  what  redress  hav«  We 
httd  ?  Why,  the  President  has  ranoBstnitedf  and 
the  officer  who  was  gailty  of  this  flagramt  mi«eott* 
^iitst  has  been  puB&bed  by  beinf  tahen  irom  a 
frigate,  and  placed  in  the  cfommami  of  a  seventy- 
ibmr.  I  wonld  have  wished  that  notice  had  been 
peviously  given  when  thissabjeot  would  be  ealM 
&!>,  for  I  am  unprepared  to  meet  it,  having  left  at 
my  lodftings  papers  relating  to  it. 

Mr.  Smilie. — I  shall  move  tha't  the  Committee 
rise :  and  I  will  briefly  assign  my  reasons.  lam 
friendly  to  the  fortification  of  our  ports  and  har- 
liors ;  but  if  we  are  willing  to  croueh  under  all  the 
injuries  and  insults  that  have  been  or  hereaftermay 
tie  imposed  upon  us,  I  see  no  need  of  fortifying. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  there  be  strtl  left  among  ns 
some  portion  of  the  American  character,  some  of 
that  spirit  that  was  wont  to  belone  to  it,  then  let 
ns  defend  it  by  the  building  of  gunboats,  the  erect- 
ing of  fortifications,  dtc.  fiut  I  first  wish  to  know 
'what  this  House  intend  to  do,  with  respect  to  com- 
mercial restrictions  and  non-intercourse.  I  think 
that  subject  ou^ht  to  be  first  settled :  I  hope  there- 
fore the  Committee  will  rise,  and  have  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Mr.  Cook.— I  hope  we  shall  prepare  for  hostility 
before  we  provoke  it.  I  trust  we  shall  not  com- 
pel a  declaration  of  war  before  we  are  in  a  situa- 
tion to  resist.    I  hope  the  Committed  will  not  rise. 

Mr.  Dawson.— I  also  hope  sincerely  that  the 
Committee  will  not  rise.  It  is  to  me  a  matter  of 
astonishment,  that  in  and  out  of  doors  nothing  is 
heard  but  complaints  that  no  efi'ectual  measures 
are  adopted,  in  these  times  that  call  so  loudly  for 
them :  and  yet,  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  come 
to  something  decisive,  the  first  sound  that  invades 
onr  ears  is  a  cry  for  postponement.  If  we  intend 
to  support  the  American  name  and  character,  it 
IB  time  something  shoc^  be  done  \  they  are  not  J 


to  be  supported  by  empty  declamations,  but  bv 
energetic  measures :  and  I  nope  Our  protection  will 
arise  from  our  measures,  and  not  consist  only  ia 
words. 

Pif\y  were  forthe  rfsing  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  fifty-six  against  it. 

Mr.  Cook  movedfto  strike  out  ^190,600,  the  sum 
to  be  appropriated  to  fortifieatJk>ns,  forthe  purpose 
of  inserting  ^'SOOflQ^. 

Mr.  Bi  dwell. — I  am  opposed  to  striking  oa^ 
The  object  of  the  appropriation  is  not  to  put  our 
fortifications  in  a  state  of  defence  agfain^t  a  laigB 
fleet ;  the  object  is  only  to  repair.  I  am  inclined 
to  distrust  tne  possibility  of  defending  our  ports 
and  harbors  by  land  batteries;  but  I  am  in  favor 
of  repairing.  For  one,  therefore,  I  hope  the  mo» 
tion  will  not  prevail. 

For  striking  out  46^agaiirst  it  67, 

Mr.  Macon. — I  cannot  but  consider  the  present 
resolution  as  thef  commencement  of  a  system  of 
fortifications  from  one  end  of  the  contiaent  to  the 
other.  I  call  see  neither  'the  necessity  nor  the 
policy  of  this  second  trial'  of  the  credit  of  this 
Government ;  it  was  once  found  that  money  could 
not  be  procured  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States 
for  less  than  eight  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Three  modes  01  defence  are  embraced  in  the 
resolutions ;  fortifications,  gunboats,  and  line-oA 
battle  ships.  It  is  in  my  apprehension  much  bet- 
ter to  expend,  if  we  conclude  to  expend  at  all,  on 
one  ai  the  proposed  ways  only.  Ch'eat  Britaim 
has  no  fortifications  of  consequence ;  she  plaoee 
her  defence  ia  her  naVy.  No  nation  can  suppofC 
both.  . 

Gentlemen  tell  usof  an  American  spirit.  I  ho]^ 
I  have  as  much  of  it  as  any  gentleman ;  but  it  is 
as  much  the  character  of  the  American  spirit  to 
conclude  coolv^  and  act  accordingly,  as  to  talk 
londly.  Members  of  this  House  are  not  the  only 
persons  to  jud^e  of  this  spirit  \  our  eonstitoents 
are  the  proper  judges; 

We  have  about  a  million  of  dollars  to  spare  in 
the  Treasury ;  the  appropriations  which  these  re- 
solutions contemplate,  amount  to  nearly  that  sura. 
Cannot  the  money  be  put  to  a  better  use  ?  AM 
the  money  we  have  spent  in  fortifications  has  beem 
useless.  If  we  expend  a  small  sum  like  this,  It 
win  be  in  Vain  \  we  must  calculate  to  a  g^ac 
amount,  if  weexpeci  compl^triy  to  fortify,  what 
would  960,000  do  towards  defending  the  oity  of 
New  York  T   It  wonld  effect  no  defenee. 

On  the  subject  of  the  seventy-fours.  I  am  for  a 
different  plan.  .We  ought  dot  to  think  of  building 
till  we  have  navy  yards  suitable ;  but,  above  M^ 
we  ought  to  prepare  ourselves  to  be  able  to  buiM : 
We  ought  to  create  a  vast  debt,  to  fund  a  debt,  for 
the  purpose  of  building  forty  or  fifty  of  those  ser- 
enty-fours.  For  what  can  we  do  with  six  only 
in  the  time  of  war  ?  They  will  not  dare  to  ven- 
ture out.  The^  m  ust  be  docked  here  in  the  Bast> 
ern  Branch.  Six  might  answer  the  purpose  oa 
the  Barbary  coasts ;  but  you  must  have  a  feet 
equal  to  Great  Britain  if  you  expect  defence  ift 
(his  way.  We  cannot  build  and  sapport  suoh  a 
fleet,  i  believe  it  was  onee  demoastrated,  by  as 
able  a  man  as  ever  graced  this  or  aof  other  Lr^ii- 
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latttrt,  thftt  no  nation  wjw  er^er  able  to  build  and 
nMintain  a  iar^  navy.  On  tha  aabjeetof||an<* 
boatt,  I  believe  them  better  adapted  to  thedeienoe 
of  our  barbort  than  any  other.  If  we  wen  now 
at  war  with  any  nation,  hdweTer  ffentleoien  raajr 
be  surprised  at  the  declaration.  I  tnink  we  should 
do  wwi  to  lend  our  navy  to  another  nation  also  at 
war  with  that  with  which  we  might  be  nt  war ;  for 
I  thinb  such  nation  would  maaaga  it  mora  to  our 
adiraolage^han  ovraelvei. 

Mrv  Da waoN.^-^The* honorable  Speakei  has  eiw 
larged  on  the  whole  of  tho  reaolationa  instead  of 
confliking  himself  to  the  one  before  the  House. 
He  oalls  this  the  oommencemeat  of  a  ayatem  of 
foftifibations.'  He  must  know  that  it  eommencied 
«ildcr  tbe/ormer^  and  has  been  oontinaad  by  the 
pteaeat  A4minl9tration. 

Mr»  GooK**^  am  not  sorry  that  this  debate  has 
taben  theiKogeit  has.  Indeed  the  threeresolucions 
afo  so  ooaneMd  with  each  othar^  thatmany:  of  the. 
MifamMtB  whieh  ap^ily  tothe  first,  nny  wiin  equal 
propriety  apply  to  the  othjecs ;  they  ail  noountto 
ike  qnestion  or  policy *or  impolicy  of  adopting  of 
njeetinjp  thia  ay  stent  of  defence* 

Inm  w  f»Torof  tbte  report  of  the  aded:  opow 
mittee,  because  it  providea  for  »  speoies  of  defence^ 
wtbicii  alone,  can^  be  brought  into  action,  againat 
ev«iiy  ofibnding  nation. 

i  oonaider  every  class  of  Amdriean  citizens  as 
a^piaUy  entitbid  to  the  protection  of  your  Qovern-^ 
meat ;  and  that  such  was.  the  expectation  at  the 
adot>tton  of  the  GooatitatioB.  Are  not  all  classea 
equatlybonnd  to  obey  your  Govomae&t?  Sorely 
they  are.  They  have  all  then  equally  a  right  to 
yevr  protectien;  for  protectioa  and  oMienoeare 
lectprdoal  dotiea.  xoqr  merchants  and  your 
iBaYincfs  are  than  aa  much .  entitled  to  protection 
ht  their  pmsoits,  as  ^re  those  whoae  po^suics  are 
agricultaraL  Shall  yooi  laws  give  proteotion  to 
your  seamen,  your  merchants  and  their  property, 
wfaileinyettrn  vera  and  porte,  or  within  aoandings; 
AbnI  will'  yon  abandon  them  on  the  iiigb  seas^  the 
coaDraaon  property  of  all  nationa  )  Wheae  wi  It  you 
drttw  the  line  of  denarlDation  beyond  which  they 
abail  be  at  the  ban  of  the  empire  7  They  most  be 
paoieeted,  sir,  in  all  places.  Our  dominionaconsist 
of  land  and  water — we  have  a  property  in  severalty, 
and  one  in  common  and  undivided.  The  ocean  is 
this  pvoperty-^it  ia  the  highway  of  nations.  The 
Inoits  of  a  maritime  country,  str,  are  undefiaable» 

in  eaeoaragiog  and  protecting  commerce.  yoi| 
eqaalhr  encourage  and  protect  agrMolture.  They 
depend  on  each  other.  A  wound  given  to  the  one, 
affecta  the  other*  Agriculture  and  commerce,  sir, 
ate  net,  as  some  suppose^  in  hostility  to  each  other ; 
they  are  co*ordtoate  and  co^elative;  the  speed  of 
the  ahip  is  the  speed  of  the  plough.  Without  the 
active  commerce  of  this  country ,  agrietiltiire  would 
be  choked  by  a  surplus  of  produce  and  the  want 
of  a  market.  At  a  time  of  peace,  at  this  very  time, 
air,  what  ships  but  Americans: can  tranaport  the 
indigenous  productiona  of  the  country,  at  a  com^ 
mon  freight  add  peace|)remiom?  There  are  none, 
eir,  the  inereaaed  premium  is  an.  abatement  of  the 
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gation ;  and  the  planter  will  become  dependent  on. 
the  fortnitous  arrival  of  belligerent  ahips  for  a. 
market  and  a  price*  • 

What  is  the  consequence  if  you  do  not  g[uard 
your  commerce  ?  The  rates  ot  premium  will  be 
advanced  to  an  incalculable  amount.  True,  the 
consomev eventually  pays  i  but  the  consumeraare 
all  your  people;  who  would  Chos  indirectly  pay  a 
tea  perhaps  treble  or  quadrujple  the  amount  of  cost 
ia  proaidm^  and  maintaining  a  naval  defence  t 
ana  which  »  the  moat  honorable?  Wliich  will 
moat  impair  your  revenue,  already  greatly  injured 
from  want  ol  protection  ? 

I  have  aaid.that  the-  ocean  ia  the  common  hi||jh«^ 
wav  of  nationa ;  suchitought  to  be ;  but  new  prin* 
ciples  are  interpolated  into  the  law  of  nations :  rob* 
bars  and  pirates  now  infest  e  v^y  sea.  The  Med- 
iterranean no  longer  exoitea  superior  dread  p 
spoliations,  inaoks  an'd  injuries,  are  now  brought 
hoB|e  to  our  shores:  whold  kingdoms  are  about 
to  be  deolared  in  blockade ;  and  I  know  not  what 
will  escape  being  considered  as  eootmband  of  war* 
What,  sir,  are  bow  the  riahts  of  neutrals,  but 
:  the  vight  to  complain  T  The  modern  law  of  mi«i 
tions,  8ir>  is  now  what  a  sin^e  nation  chooses  to 
fashion  it  for  maritime  dominatian. 

Sir^  it  is  fairly  presumable  that a^krge  majority' 
of  this  House  are  indignant  at  our  wprongs,  .i^od 
disposed  to.  reseat  theni:  on  the  euliject  ol  meana 
only  we  differ. 

Many  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  acts  of  non-umr 
portation..  But  will  this  amount  to  protection) 
to  that  proteotipn,  sir,  to  which  our  commerdal 
biethren  are  so  justly,  endtled  ?  Our  menchanta 
have  suffered  greatly ;  some  half,  and  some  wholly 
mined.  Shall  we,  for  their  satisfhctioo,  tell  thea| 
andothen,  that  they  may  haul  tl^eir  vessels  into 
d^ek  to  rot,  whilea  npn^importacion  act  may  t9tt^ 
tinue  to  operate  ?  Is  this  granting  them  protee* 
tion  1  Whence  is  it  that  voor  teveane  is  #arJ¥ed, 
by  which  your  national  debt  ialessened ;  by  which 
your  civil  list  is  paid,  you*  very  Government  aitpH 
ported  1  From  cemmeree ;  and  wiU.  yoo  musue 
the  ox  that  ttseadeth  out  yomr  oorn  7  What  but 
coameEee  has  raised  this  country  to  so  enviable 
a  height  of  prosperily  ?  What  but  oommeroe,  m 
taites  on  oommefoe,.  haa  enabled  yon  to  build  the 
navy  yoa.have ;  has  empowered  ypu  to  reaisttbe 
encroachments  and  insults  of  foreign  govarnmeqtm 
or  furnish  the  means  to  save  our  western  brethrei| 
from  the  inroadaef  the  savage  7  Of  what  benefit 
wae  it  to  the  Northern  States  that  millions  ol  the 
pablio  money  wer^  spent  in  support  of  a  western 
army,  and  in  defence  of  Mississippi  navigation  1 
This  is  not  a  question  to  be4iaked;  for  Ch>vern* 
meat  waa,  and  is  bound  to.  protect  every  part,  and 
the  rights  of  every  dass  of  citiaeaSk  £  Piuribu$ 
Umm  is.the  motto  of  our  Government.  Ifdiaq^ 
niott,  geographioal  distinctions,  and  local  interests 
are  noarishedi^  we  shall  become  the  dupes  of  oar 
own  sordid  views  and  an  easy  prey  toaay  foreign 
assailing  foe. 

We  are  the  second  commercial  nation  in  the 
world,  having  upwards  of  a  million  tOas  of  ship- 
ping. Isour  navy  any  way  proportieiiahle?  By  our 
eommeroa  and  our  nuinlwrsi  oompared  with  other 
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nations,  should  we  in  the  same  manner  proportion 
our  naval  strength;  on  the  basis  of  numbers,  we 
are  entitled  to  thirty  ships-of-the-line  and  seventy 
firigates. 

Some  gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  abandoning 
commerce  to  itself.  Let  commerce  take  care  of 
itself,  say  they.  If  the  merchant  canaot  pursue 
his  occupation  in  safety  and  to  advantage,  let  him 
quit  it,  retire  from  the  seaports  and  take  hold  of 
uie  plough.  As  well  might  we  tell  our  brethren 
of  the  West: — If  the  Indians  harass  you,  and  you 
cannot  pursue  your  agricultural  concerns,  come 
here  to  our  ports,  and  take  to  the  smack  and  the 
fishing-line  for  support.  No,  sir,  we  are  not  to 
abandon  our  different  occupations,  but  to  be  pro- 
tected in  them. 

I  hardly  should  think  the  request  of  our  mer- 
chants unreasonable,  if  they  should  hold  to  you. 
Uinguage  of  this  sort:  AH  your  revenue  is  d«- 
iiv»l  from  us;  give  us  a  naval  defence  in  propor- 
tioa  to  the  amount  of  our  tonnage,  and  to  the 
revenue  you  receive  from  us.  Such  a  naval  de- 
fence would  very  far  exceed  a  hundred  large 
armed  vessels.  But  such  is  not  the  demand ;  their 
lequest  amounts  to  but  a  small  part  of  what  can 
be  afforded;  a  gradual  increase  of  our  navy,  the 
expense  of  which  will  hardly  be  felt;  which  will 
in  part  be  paid  by  the  additional  revenue  arising 
from  additional  defence  and  security.  Much  reve- 
nue has  been  sacrificed  for  want  or  naval  defence, 
and  hereaAer.  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  our 
Commerce  will  be  the  increase  of  our  losses,  unless 
that  commerce  be  fostered  by  a  protecting  navy^ 

Great  Britain  knows  the  nature  of  our  Qovem- 
ment,  and  its  wishes  to  maintain  pefice;  she  ex- 
pects we  shall  show  our  resentment,  and  seek  our 
redress  by  the  passing  some  species  of  non*inter^ 
eourse  act.  Let  us,  sir,  disappoint  her ;  the  disap- 
pointment will  have  a  good  effect. 

8bme  gentlemen  hav^  supposed  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive of  tl|e  United  States  unfriendly  to  com- 
merce. The  belief  must  be  unfounded  m  correct- 
aess.  No  man  can  believe  this  after  reading  the 
President's  report,  made  while  he  was  Secretary 
of  State.  He  is  friendly  to  our  commerce,  and 
must  be  firiendly  to  its  protection. 

There  are  many  gentlemen,  who^  under  the  Ad- 
ministration preceding  the  present,  were  much 
opposed  to  the  creation  of  a  navy.  They  wish  to 
I^serve  consistency,  and  hence  continue  their 
Opposition.  But,  are  not  cases  altered  by  circum- 
stances? What  might  have  been  h^hly  imjwo- 
per  then,  may  be  strictly  proper  and  necessary 
now. 

Gentlemen,  and  among  others  the  honorable 
Speaker,  have  said  that  we  are  now  about  com* 
mencing  a  new  system.  Surely  this  is  not  a 
question  about  the  oreation  of  a  navy.  A  navy 
we  already  have.  It  commenced  under  the  form^ 
•r  Administration;  it  has  been  continued  by  this. 
The  question  is,  shall  we  or  shall-  we  not  in- 
crease that  navy  to  meet  the  exigency  of  our 
affiirs? 

It  is  said  that  a  naval  force  tends  to  the  provo- 
cation of  insultsand  injuries;  and  unless  it  be  im- 
mensC}  it  must  soon  be  destroyed.    It  is  from 


nothing  patft  that  this  argumelit  can  be  drawn. 
Where  was  ever  a  nation  possessed  of  naval  force, 
whose  navy  was  ever  wholly  destroyed?  Look 
to  all  the  minor  Powers  of  Europe ;  I  mean  mnca 
in  naval  importance.  They  may  have  been  par-^ 
tially  injured,  or  greatly  cripi^ed,  but  none  of 
them  have  Ijleen  destroyed;  although  so  much 
nearer  to  points  of  collision  than  we  are. 

Sir,  we  are. a  nation  increasing  with  rapidity 
in  wealth,  numbers,  and  general  prosperity,  it: 
will  indeed  be  strange,  if  we  expect  as  we  grow 
great  to  eain  respectability  by  our  pusillanimity » 
No,  sir,  the  only^  or  certainly  the  most  sure  way, 
of  gaining  the  respect  of  other  nations,  is  by 
adopting  tne  means  that  all  nations  adopt  to  be> 
come  gtfi&X;  it  is  by  our  power  that  we  are  to  be 
respected,  and  ourjightsand  liberties  maintained- 

.A  navv  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain  is  nei- 
ther needed  nor  expected  by  our  merchants,  wh» 
are  anxtonsfor  a  navy  as  the  only  efiicient  defence 
against  all  nations.  In  future  times,  if  wars  can- 
not be  avoidedj  (and  a  power  towage  war  is  the 
best  security  for  peace,)  when  we  may  be  opfkosed 
to  England,  the  other  Powers  of  Europe  will  be 
with  us;  wnen  acting  with  En^and  agamst  other 
Powers  our  force  will  be  urresistihle.  I  believe, 
sir,  that  if  ever  the  enormous  und  gigantic  power 
of  the  British  Neptune  is  to  be  curtailed,  it  must 
be  the  work  of  Americans.  Yes.  sir,  our  naval 
commanders  are  destined  hereafter  to  reap  laurels 
for  victories  obtained  over  British  ships.  When 
an  ermed  neutrality  was  formerly  projected,  had 
we  theoi  possessed  a  navy,  we  might  probably 
have  rendered  much  assistance  in  checking  the 
naval  power  of  England,  '  They  have  become 
the  tyrants  of  the  ocean ;  they  have  a  sway  over 
the  seas,  far  beyond  what  they  ought  to  possess; 
it  is  necessary  to  lessen  that  power;  and  oug^t  we 
not  to  yield  our  proportion  offeree  for  that  pur- 
pose? 
We  talk  much  of  favoring  and  protecting  the 

S'  i^hts  of  man.  Haa  man  no  rights  on  the  ocean  ? 
ave  not«our  citizens  rights  on  the  water  as  well 
as  on  the  land?  We  seem  to  have  one  right,  and 
only  one,  on  the  water ;  it  is,  sir^  the  right  to  suf- 
fer end  complain ;  we  have  abundance  of  this 
right. 

Gentlemen  may  say  that  our  debt  will  rncreaae 
with  our. navy;  and  that- we  shall  be  unable  to 
pay  our  national  debt  as  soon  as  promised.  The 
present  Administration,  or  the  present  dominant 
party,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  is  pledged  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  national  debt  within  a  limited  time. 
Sir,  I  consider  such  pledge  most  impolitic.  Surely, 
if  we  should  be  invadec^  or,  if  any  other  great  ex- 
igency should  demand  it,  we  should  not  hesitate 
to  go  millions  in  debt.  This  pledge,  this  promise, 
can  be  dispensed  with  then.  Ana  when  more 
than  now  was  thore  a  call  for  dispensing  with 
this  impolitic  engagement  ?  When  were  our  rights 
more  insulted?  England  trampling  on  them; 
and  Spain  threatening  to  shot  up  our  ports  with 
half  a  dozen  lineof-battle  ships.  I  will  ask,  sup- 
pose Spain  or  Great  Britain  should  attempt  to 
block  up  the  Chesapeake,  or  the  port  of  New  York, 
what  could  be  done  ?    Our  frigates  could  do  noth- 
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ing  to  resist  the  a89ault.  No,  sir,  the  whole  of 
them  would  be  incompetent  to  meet  the  foe.  Nor 
must  we  always  depend  on  the  hostility  of  foreifi;n*' 
nations  towards  each  other,  even  for  a  partial^  de- 
fence of  our  commerce.  If  we  have  aQ  efficient 
force,  we  shall  be  respected,  our  commercial  rights 
will  oe  maintajnable,  and  our  alliance  courted  by 
other  nations.  Let  us  then  set  our  shoulders  to 
the  burden  $  jaad  in  the  hour  of  difficulty,  if  neces- 
sary, look  round  for  friends  and  allies. 

An  increase  of  the  navy  would  also  have  a 
good  domestic  effect.  Many  of  our  merchanu 
are  opposed  to  the  present  Administi^tion,  erron- 
eously viewing  it  as  inimical  to  conunerce ;  but, 
sir,  the  present  Administration  are  friends  to  com- 
mercial rights ;  has  not  diininished  the  navy,  nor 
has  it  -ever  been  the  opinion  of  the  Executive 
that  it  ought  to  be  diminished.  His  communica- 
tien  relative  to  seventy-fourgun  ships  all  under- 
atandr 

Some  have  said  that  the  liberties  of  a  ^ople 
were  liable  to  be  overthrown  by  a  navy,  i  can- 
not discover  thai  it  has  the  least  tendency  that 
way.  Generals  have  overthrown  the  liberties  of 
nations,  but  I  certainly  never  read  of  an  admiral 
(hat  made  himself  a  despot.  I  believe  history 
a£Ebrds  no  such  examples. 

If  it  should  be  contended  that  the  creation  of 
a  navy  would  lead  to  the  odious  and  tyrannical 
practice  of  impKessiog  seamen,  I  would  ask  what 
la  the  important  difference  between  impressing 
men  to  go  on  board  your  armed  Teasels  and  fight 
your  battles,  and  draughting  men,  to  go,  perhaps, 
uito  the  ffOBt  ranks  of  the  warmest  enffasement  ? 
In  either  case^-  you  compel  men  to  &Et  where 
they  do  not  wish.  But  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  danger  of  our  being  under  the  necessity  of 
eyer  entering  on  the  practice  of  impressing.  If  it 
were  now  neeeasary  to  man  thirty  line-of-battle 
ships,  I  have  no  doubt  men  enough  would  volan- 
taruy  come  forward  impatient  for  battle,  and  sup* 
ply  all  our  wants  of  tlus  description.  Our  brave 
mariners  have  their  feelings ;  tney  feel  an  indig- 
nation like  that  which  the  merchants  feel,  and 
like  that  which  this-  House,  I  trust,  also  feels. 

Sir,  I  must  repeat  that  we  are  but  one.  I  voted 
for  the  bill  prohibiting  intercourse  with  St.  Do- 
mingo ;  I  considered  the  bill  as  calculated  to  have 
a  favorable  effect  on  the  Southern  States.  That 
bill  may  partially  iniure  some  persons  at  the 
Northward,  concerned  in  trade  with  that  island ; 
but,  in  giving  my  vote,  I  was  governed  by  the 
good  of  the  whole.  I  hope,  also,  that  gentlemen 
of  agricultural  habits  in  the  Southern  States  will 
consider  the  subject  of  defensive  measures  with  an 
enlarged  and  national  view. 

There  is  no  nation  in  the  world  so  enterprising 
as  America ;  no  nation  has  so  rapidly  increased  in 
commerce,  and  in  new  resources  of  commercial 
eoterprise,  as  has  this  nation  within  the  last  fif-. 
teen  years.  Our  prosperity,  I  had  almost  said  our 
all,  depends  on  commerce.  Tou  must  not,  you 
cannotj  compel  the  merchant  to  abandon  his  pur- 
suits; It  is  contrary  to  his  right,  and  contrary  to 
your  interest;  contrary  to  contract;  therefore  yoQ 
must  protect  his  rights. 


If  we  ask.  what  plan  of  defence  is  urged  by  the 
usage  of  all  other  nations?  the  answer  is  ob- 
vious. 

I  have,  sir,  doubts  of  the  efficacy  of  a  non-im- 
portation act.  While  aiming  to  starve  the  manu- 
facturers of  England,  let  us  advert  to  our  own  suf- 
ferings. We  may  starve  the  butcher  and  the  ba- 
ker, but  shall  we  not  injure  our  own  health.  What 
gainers  shall  we  thereby  be  ?  or  how  will  our  mer- 
chants be  redressed  by  such  measures ;  how  will 
our  farmers  thus  find  markets?  I  might  not  ob- 
ject to  restrictions  on  importations,  so  far  as  is 
consistent  with  the  preservation  of  peace ;  but  no 
further  will  I  go  till  we  are  nrepared  for  war.  If 
we  do- this,  we  may  exjpecT  that  commercial  men 
will  patriotically  submit;  especially  if  thev  can  look 
forward  to  the  short  time  when  the  whole  com- 
munity will  submit  to  the  expense  of  supporting 
that  which  is  the  principal  support  of  all. 

We  are  becoming,  sir,  every  day  less  the  cus- 
tomers, and  more  the  r  ivals  of  Great  Britain.  The 
means  of  defending  our  commerce  must  be  event- 
ually wholly  naval.  We  need  never  fight  Great 
Britain  sing[]e-handed,  but  we  want  that  kind  of 
defence  which  is  a  protection  not  only,  against 
England,  but  against  every  other  Power,  and  that 
kind  of  aefence  to  which,  after  all  our  sufieringa 
on  the  ocean,  we  shall  be  ultimately  compelled  to 
resort. 

Some  may  object  to  naval  coalitions,  on  the 
ffround'  that  such  coalitions  are  generally  fruit- 
less and  unsuccessful.  But.  sir,  tnis  has  not  al- 
ways been  the  case.  Did  Britain  always  rule  ? 
No,  sir ;  Spain  and  Holland  have  also  had  their 
day ;  and  a  De  Ruyter  and  a  Van  Tromp  have 
vanquished  and  triumphed  as  completely  as  have 
ever  a  Nelson  or  a  Rodney. 

I  believe  the  best  mode  of  protection  will  be 
Iine*pf:battle  ships  and  frigates ;  these  will  give 
greater  security  to  our  ports  and  harbors,  than  the 
erection  of  land  batteries.  I  am  not,  however, 
opposed  to  ^nboats ;  they  may  do  much  by  way 
of  defence  in  shallow  waters,  and  may  be  useful 
anywhere,  and  are  easily  concentrated  to  a  point. 
Much  is  expected  from  us  by  the  nation;  the 
only  question  can  be,  what  manner  of  redress 
and  defence  shall  be  adopted ;  but,  whatever  may 
be  the  final  decision  on  the  important  questiona 
before  us.  I  sincerely  hope  that  a  spirit  of  candor, 
liberality,  and  harmony,  may  actuate  our  proceed- 
ings, and  lead^  us  to  a  correct  decision. 

Mr.  Sloan. — I  think  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  now  taken  his  seat  perfectly 
rdfutable  by  a  single  observation.  I  have  not 
the  spirit  of  prophecy,  but  I  have  the  power  of 
retrospection.  Look-  at  the  Powers  of  Europe, 
whose'  naval  forces  are  inferior  to  that  of  Great 
Britain ;  when  did  they  ever  gain  a  great  victory 
over  the  English  navy?  Never.  And  judging 
from  what  is  past,  what  will  come,  they  never 
will  conquer  that  enormous  naval  force. 

Mr.  Early. — The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts fears  we  shall  not  divest  ourselves  of  local 
feelings,  in  discussing  and  deciding  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  apprehend  he  has  no  cause  for  this  fear. 
This  subject  is  one  in  which  we  are  all  nearly 
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equally  interested:  The  Northern  States  have 
their  Boston  and  New  York ;  the  Middle  States 
their  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore;  the  Southern 
States  their  Norfolk,  Wilmington.  Charleston, 
and  Savannah;  and  the  Western  States  New 
Orleans;  this  cannot  be  a  local  question. 
By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  ap- 

Sears  that  $1,500,000  have  been  expended  on  the 
ifferent  fortifications;  and  that  three  ports  only 
are  in  a  state  of  defence;  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
and  Baltimore.  It  also  appears,  by  the  report, 
tl07,000  have  been  expended  at  Newport  on  for- 
tifications, which  are  now  greatly  out  of  repair, 
and  whicn,  when  repaired,  can  be  of  no  service; 
there  being  three  good  channels  by  which  vessels 
may  enter  the  harbor,  and  these  batteries  being 
altogether  unable  to  annoy  an  enemy's  ship  ex- 
cept in  one  channel. 

We  have  expended  $l,500,0t)0  on  fortifications, 
and  not  more  than  one-eighth  part  of  that  suda 
Las  bad  any  good  effect.  I  consider  the  sum  of 
$150,000  as  insufficient  for  any  valuable  purpose, 
nor  GO  I  believe  that  the  annual  appropriation,  ot 
this  sum  for  many  years  vet  to  come,  would  be  of 
essential  service  in  defending  our  oorts  a(  large.  ^ 

I  should  be  in.  favor  of  this  mone  of  defence,  if 
I  thought  it  would  be  of  utility.  If  I  thought  the 
port  of  New  York  alone  could  be  defended  by  the 
appropriation  of  the  whole  sum  mentioned  in  the 
lesolution,  I  would  cheerfully  vote  for  it ;  I  would 
cheerfully  vote  for  double  that  sum;  four-fifths  of 
the  produce  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent  (Georgia)  goes  to  that  port ;  $240,000 
have  been  expended  on  the  fortifications  of  that 
port  and  the  works  are  of  no  utiUtv — 4t  picaroon 
mignt  pass  to  the  city  without  mucn  molestation. 
AcQwding  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  harbor  of  New  York  cannot  be  defended  on 
account  of  the  width  of  the  Narrows,  or  entrance 
into  the  port.  Our.  ports  are  not  susceptible  of 
defence  by  land  batteries.  If  they  were,  I  should 
cheerfully  vote  for  this^  or  much  larger  sums. 

Mr.  Varnum  spoke  m  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Clinton  moved  that  the  Committee  should 
rise^  to  allow  fu^her  time  for  examining  the 
aubject. 

Mr.  Elm^ a  opposed,  «nd  Mr.  Macon  supported 
this  motion,  which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Dawson  gave  notice  that  be  would  again 
call  up  the  subject  pn  Thursday  next. 

Monday,  March  3. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a,  report  and  sundry  statements,  prepared  in  pnr- 
•uance  of  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  the 
third,  fifth,  and  seventh  ultimo,  which  were  rea4, 
%^d  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
and  report  from  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  on  the 
petition  of  Henry  Weist,  referred  to  him  by  an 
order  of  the  House,  of  the  twentv-eighlk  ulumo, 
Which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  J.  Clay,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
ihe  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of  the 
lournals  of  Congress,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Comniittee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

Mr*  Thompson  called  for  the  order  of  th«  day 
on  the  bill  anihorixing  the  erection  of  a  bridge 
over  the  Pofomac. 

Mr.  G.  W.  CAMPiBb|.L  mored  to  postpone  the 
bill  till  Thursday.    Motion  lost— yeas  96,  neyt  4a 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  to  postpone  it  till  to-nM>r« 
row. 

Mr*  Smilii,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  OABfrnnub,  eop- 
ported^  and  Mr.  TflOMPapN  «nd  Mr.  Lawia  e^ 
posed  it. 

Mr.  GoLooBORonoH  moved  its  poatponemeM 
till  Wednesday.  On  this  la^t  motion  the  Hooae 
divided— yeae  44,  nave  47. 

On  postponing  the  bill  till  to-morrow,  tbeHease 
dirideo — yeas  43.  Lost ;  when  the  House  res(^<« 
ed  ksetf  into  a  Committ^  of  the  Whole  on  the 
said  bill. 

The  bill  having  been  read  over,  was  eontidered 
by  sections. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Willi AM8  moved  to  amend  that  pert 
of  the  bill  which  Axes  the  site  of  the  bvidge,  bf 
directing  it  to  be  erected  at  or  above  Goorgetowa« 
This  motion  was  disagreed  lo-^yeas  S9 ;  and  va« 
riotts  amendments  were  niade  in  the  details  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Tbompson  moved  to  fill  the  Menk  in  the 
bill,  relative  to  the  time  in  whieh  the  bridge  shall 
be  nnilt,  with  the  worda  "ive  years."  This  mo* 
lion,  after  a  short  debate,  was  agreed  te^yeas49^ 
nays  47. 

On  fixing  the  maximum  pep  eeotage  hereaflter 
to  be  received  by  the  shareholders,  debate  afose. 
Motions  to  allow  thirty  and  twetfty-five  per  cent 
were  lost,  when,  without  deoiding  on  any  other 
snm,  a  motion  fbr  the  Committee  to  rise  prevaSed* 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  obtained  le«ve 
to  sit  again,  and  the  HoMe  adjourned. 

ToEsoAT,  March  4. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  conaty 
of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  wal 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  prayhig,  that 
that  part  of  the  county  of  Washington,  now  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  which  formerly  made  nart 
of  the  county  of  Montgomer v,  in  the  State  of  Ma^' 
ryland^  may  be  receded  to  tne  said  State. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  was 
commilted,  on  the  twelfth  ultimo,  a  motion  to 
recede  to  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Greoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  10  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  January  last,  the  petitions  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Assistants,  of  the  city  of  Natchez; 
of  the  Board  of  Tmstees  of  Jefferson  College,  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory;  and  of  William  Dun- 
bar, of  the  said  Territory,  made  a  report  thereon; 
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which  was  read,  and  referr^  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infortned  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  for  the  celief  of  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,"  with  several 
amendments ;  and  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  relat- 
ing to  bonds  giren  bv  Marshals^"  with  several 
amendments,  to  whicn  .they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  Sloan,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  imposing  a  tax  on  slaves  impnort- 
ed  into  the  United  States,  reported  a, new  bill.  A 
motion  was  made  to  reject  it.    Lost— veas  2L 

On  making  it  the  order  for  the  4th  ot  July,  mo- 
ved by  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  the  House  divided 
— veas  34,  lost.  Whea  the  bill  was  mad.e  the 
oraer  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Qreoo,  said  he  had  determined  to  move 
this  day  that  the  House  should  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
with  the  view  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
resolution  which  he  had  some  time  since  offered. 
[On  a  non-importation  of  British  goods.]  At  the 
request,  however,  of  some  gentlemen,  and  inaa- 
mnch  as  the  day  was  already  considerably  advan- 
ced, he  said  he  would  not  make  this  motion  to-day, 
hut  he  gave  notice  he  should  make  it  to-morrow. 

.     N£W  YORK  SLATE  OOMPANY. 

Mr.  CtiOwmivflRifiiiD,  from  the  Govniuittee  of 
Commcvee  and  Mentifaotmes,  to  whom  was  r»- 
fttted  the  |)etittt>ii  of  the  Dotehess  Coimty  Slate 
Coolpany,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  made  the 
following  report : 

Hie  petitionen  represent  that,  ibr  ibor  yean  past, 
they  h«Te  been  engaged  in  working  and  Manafkctar- 
ing  slate,  in  the  eonntj  of  Dnti^sis,  in  tiie  Stats  of 
New  York,  and  are  proprietors  of  qnakiies  eoataining  an 
inozhaastibio  quantity,  and  of  a  qaality  sopeiiof  to  aay 
heretalbre  diseovered  in  this  country.  They  have  ai- 
ready  advanced  opwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  as  a  capital  stock,  for  carrying  on  the 
baaiBeeey  and  employ  a  great  nwnber  of  wovkven  and 
laborers.  The  petitioners  state  that  slate  is  now  get- 
ting into  general  use,  in  most  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  seem  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  interests 
of  our  citizens,  and  the  credit  of  our  country,  reqoire  that 
we  should  no  longer  be  under  the  necessity  of  import- 
ing i%  tfom  Barepa^  With  a  view^  thevefoie^  of  check- 
ing the  importation  of  foreign  slate,  and  as  an  encour- 
agement to  our  own,  they  solicit  that  additional  duties 
may  be  imposed  on  all  slate  imported  from  Surope. 
They  recommend  that  a  specific  duty  should  be  im- 
posed, in  preference  to  an  ad  valorem  duty,  on  account 
of  the  exceedingly  low  price  at  which  the  slate  is  pro- 
fsved  fimn  the  qaanies  in  Wales. 

The  comnitlee  find  the  Hovm  dedded  en  a  similar 
applkaitioB  ftom  the  New  York  and  Duiriiesa  Gonnty 
Slala  Company,  at  the  bet  sesnon  of  Congiesa  The 
vspoit  was  imfiMTorable  to  the  petitioneia,  and  the  House 
eoafinnod  tha  decimm  of  the  OMamhteey  and  refused 
to  hnpoee  any  additional  duty  upon  imported  etete. 
It  does  net  appear  that  any  new  ailments  hare  been 
wrged,  ki  the  preasnt  petition,  to  Maee  HkB  coiamittte 
to  change  their  former  opinien  on  the  snbjeet.  The 
patifioneis  confess  that  the  price  of  foreign  slate  is  now 
jadMad  as  lew  as  ikat  of  Asaesicaa,  bat  tl^y  eaaB|dila 


that  the  importation  of  the  former  is  continued.  And 
can  the  petitioners  reasonably  expect  that  such  extra- 
▼agant  lugfa  duties  should  be  impoeed  on  the  importa^ 
tion  of  foreign  date  as  will  amount  to  a  prohibition  of 
the  article  1  The  committee  hope  the  petitioneiv  have 
formed  no  such  expectations.  In  the  United  States^ 
no  meaopoliee^  exist,  and  none  ought  ever  to  be  pef» 
mitted  to  exist  If  a  duty,  amounting  to  a  pvohibitkm, 
is  laid  on  foreign  slate,  the  American  slate  wiU  be 
enhanced  in  price^  just  so  much  a»  the  diflTerenoe  may 
be  between  the  old  and  new  duty ;  indeed,  it  is  fair 
to  presanie«  the  price  would  go  beyond  that  differ- 
ence I  having  the  whole  market  themselves,  it  mighi 
be  ia  the  power  of  the  manufacturers  of  slate,  in  this 
country,  to  augment  the  cost  of  that  article  to  the  pur- 
dmser  beyond  all  reasonable  bounds. 

Imported  slate  is  now  charged  with  a  duty  of  sevon* 
teen  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  no  sufficient  reason  exists  to  lecom^' 
mend  any  addition  to  this  duty.  The  interests  of  other 
persons  than  those  whe  would  be  immediately  bene- 
fitted by  the  augmentation  of  the  price,  are  to  be  eam^ 
suHed  hi  deeidang  on  the  mecita  of  this  question.  The 
purchaser  or  eoasumer  must  alAlttatefy  psiy  the  whole 
du^ ;  he  ought  not  to  be  prevented  from  buying  for- 
eign slate,  if  he  prefers  it  to  that  of  his  own  country. 
If  the  du^  is  raised  considerab^,  the  Amerioan  ihann- 
foctarer  would  have  the  entire  command  of  the  market, 
and  would  charge  his  own  prices ;  competition  would 
oeem ;  the  seUsr  wouM  be  enriched,  at  tha  expense  of 
the  buyer,  and  having  secured  a  monopolar  to  one  claae 
of  manufoctuxers,  others  might  expect  similar  favors. 
Such  a  policy  cannot  be  approved  in  this  country. 
However,  notwithstanding  the  expression  of  these 
opinions,  if  the  existing  duty  was  not  deemed  to  be 
sufficiently  high  to  afibrd  an  advantage  to  the  Ameri- 
can slate,  (the  charges  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
slate  being  at  the  same  time  considered  as  addfig 
greatly  to  the  price,)  the  committee  would  probabhr 
have  been  induced  to  propose  some  addition,  though 
not  to  the  extent  prayed  for  by  the-  petitionen* 

If  Congress  iatanded  to  raise  the  duties,  genenJly, 
on  articles  imported  from  foreign  countrias,  iltherwidi 
a  view  to  new  revenue,  or  as  a  further  encouraffement 
to  domestic  manufectures,  the  committee  have  no  rei^ 
son  to  suppose  that  slate  would  be  omitted.  As  the 
committee  are  convinced  that  the  manufecturers  of  slats 
are  sufficiently  protected  already,  and  being  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  increased  or  prohibitory  du^  on  for- 
eign slate  would  only  enhance  the  price  of  the  article, 
to  their  exclusive  benefit,  but  to  the  manifest  injury  of 
the  consumer,  the  following  resolution  is  respectnilly 
rabmitted : 

Reaohedi  That  the  Dntchees  County  Slate  Ooift- 
pany  of  New  YeriL  ba  permitted  to  wlAdiaw  thefer 
petition. 

The  repovt  was  agreed  ta. 

,      MEREIMACK.  RIVElt 

Mr.  CROWNiN0BrELD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufhctoree,  reported  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  merchants  of  Newburyport,  repre- 
senting the  ittconvenieacee  experienced  in  navi^ 
gating  the  Merrimack,  and  praying  a  reimburse- 
ment of  the  expenses  idcurred  by  them  in  the 
ereetion  of  two  piers  for  facilitating  the  navi- 
gation of  said  river.  Ttte  report  states  the  eree^ 
ion  of  (he  piers  to  have  been  undertaken,  add 
the  expenditure  of  money  to  have  been  made,  ii^ 
dependent  of  the  diteetion  of  the  United  Btates. 
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-Mr.  Ely  thought  there  appeared  on  the  face  of 
the  report  strong  reasons  in  favor  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners,  and  mored,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  case,  a  reference  of  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  was  in  favor  of  the  same 
course,  and  observed  that  he  had  been  in  the  com- 
mittee in  favor  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  Early  opposed  this  course,  and  supported 
the  immediate  concurrence  ef  the  House  m  the 
report,  on  the  ground  stated  therein. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  advocated  a  reference  of 
the  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  expressed  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the  applica- 
tion. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith  spoke  in  favor  of  a  refer- 
ence to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  BiDWELL  spoke  against  such  a  reference, 
and  in  favor  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Sloan  took  the  opposite  side  of  the 
question. 

On  the  question  beinff  taken,  a  reference  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  obtained— yeas  59. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  erection  of 
a  bridge  across  tbe  Potomac. 

The  question  was  taken  on  limiting  the  maxi- 
mum of  future  tolls  to  twenty-four  per  centum 
per  annum,  and  carried— yeas  47,  nays  43. 

A  motion  was  made  to  limit  the  corporation 
to  fifty  years,  which  after  considerable  deMite  was 
rejected---yeas  29. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  a  transfer,  after  a 
certain  numberof  years,  of  the  bridge  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  theu  inaemnifying  the  company, 
which  was  likewise  disagreed  to— yeas  18. 

A  motion  was  made  to  limit  the  corporation  to 
ttlDety«nine  yearn,  which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  O.  TV.  Campbell  moved  a  new  section, 
rendering  the  company  liable  to  all  claims  of  in- 
demnity for  injuries  arising  to  private  property 
from  any  obstruction  of  the  navigation  of  the  Po- 
tomac by  the  erection  of  the  bridge.  This  mo- 
tion was  lost— yeas  12. 

Mr.  Early  moved  a  new  section,  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  company  to  keep  the  channel  at 
the  draw  of  the  same  depth  as  it  now  is,  and,  if 
auffered  to  become  shoal,  imposing  on  them  a  pen- 
alty of dollars  for  every  week  it  shall  be  so 

suffered  to  continue*    Motion  lost— yeas  37.  nays 
64. 

Mr.  Sloan  moved  an  additional  section  that  in 
case  the  bridge  shall  fall  into  decay  or  be  broken 
down,  the  said  company  shall  be  bound  to  remove 
the  said  materials  out  of  the  channel  of  the  river, 
so  that  the  navigation  may  not  be  obstructed 
thereby.  This  motion  was  likewise  disagreed  to 
— yeas  25. 

Mr.  GoLnsBORODOB  moved  an  amendment,  re- 
quirinff  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  sub- 
scribed previously  to  the  company  commencing 
their  operations,  which,  after  debate,  was  disa- 
greed to— yeas  40,  nays  66. 

After  the  proposition  of  a  great  variety  of  other 


amendments,  some  of  which  were  agreed  to  and 
others  rejected,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
their  agreement  to  the  bill. 


WEnNEBDAY,  March  5. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  communicating 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  services  rendered  to 
the  captive  crew  of  the  late  frieate  Philadelphia, 
by  the  Danish  Consul  at  Tripoli,  in  pursuance  of 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  nfth  ultimo; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Clare,  Mr. 
RicHAlios,  and  Mr.  Tallmaooe. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  cur- 
rent coin  01  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House! 

Mr.  Nicholson,  presented  a  petition  from  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, representing  that  great  inconveniences  had 
arisen  from  that  part  of  the  act  incorporating  the 
City  of  Washington  which  exempts  city  property 
from  taxation  for  county  purposes,  and  represent- 
ing sundry  other  circumstances  which^  in  their 
opinion,  require  Legislative  interposition. — Re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  offiv^  members. 

Mr.  Dawson  presented  a  petition  from  a.  num- 
ber of  citizens  or  Washington  county.  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  that  the  President  may  be  au- 
thorized to  permit  an  enclosure  of  tbe  unoccupied 
public  ground  in  the  City  of  Washington,  on  the 
condition  of  its  cultivation  and  improvement. — 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Commissioner^ 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  that  the  House  should 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  amendments 
made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 
authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  across  the 
Potomac. 

Mr.  Grbgo  moved  its  postponement  till  Satur- 
day next. 

Mr.  Smilie  supported,  and'  Mr.  Thompson  op- 
posed this  motion,  which  prevailed— ayes  54, 
noes  45, 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

Mr.  Gregg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January  last,  the 
petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  made 
the  foUowiog  report : 

That  it  appears  a  company  hss  been  inocnporatad 
by  the  respective  States  of  remisylvania»  Maiyland, 
and  Delaware,  for  the  parpose  of  forming  a  navigable 
canal  over  the  isthmus,  which  aeparales  the  bays  of 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware :  that  in  pursaanee  of  the 
several  acts  of  incorporation,  passed  by  the  said  States^ 
respectiveiy,  a  laii^e  nomber  of  sulMcriptaonB  were 
made  by  divers  dteensof  the  United  States,  and  a 
board  of  president  and  directon  were  duly  elected  fo 
carrying  the  project  into  eflect 

Thai  the  said  president  and  direotors,  in  povsoanes 
of  their  appointment,  have  pirQcomd  skiUU  -anginenB^ 
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to  explore  and  rarvey  the  ground  acron  tbe  afbresaid 
uthmtM,  and  ha^e  fixed  on  a  route  or  position  for  the 
canali  ealcolated,  as  they  conceive,  in  every  respect,  to 
seenre  the  great  and  important  purpose  of  an  uninter* 
rnpted  navigation,  and  have  made  considerable  progress 
in  the  work.  They  find,  however^  tha^  to  accomplish 
it,  a  greater  portion  of  fortitude  and  perseverance,  and 
more  ample  resources  will  be  necessary,  than  the  indi- 
viduals who  are  embarked  in  i^  can  be  supposed  to 
possess.  The  importance  of  the  undertaking  and  the 
immense  national  advantages  which  may  ultimately 
result  firom  it,  they  hope  will  be  sufficient  inducements, 
to  prevail  on  Congress  to  grant  them  such  assistance  as 
vrill  enable  them  to  oomptote  die  business  agreeably  to 
their  original  plan. 

The  committee  cannot  hesitate  a  moment  in  de- 
ciding on  the  impoftanoe  and  extensive  utili^  of  con- 
necting the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware, 
by  a  navigable  canal.  To  adopt  a  phrase  fomiliarised 
}rj  use,  they  consider  ihe  project- as  an  opening  wedge 
for  an  extensive  inland  navigation,  whioi  would  at  all 
times  be  WfMi  immense  advantage  to  the  eommeredal,  as 
well  as  to  the  agricultural  and  mumfoctuxing  part  of  the 
commqnity.  But  in  the  event  of  a  war,  its  advantages 
would  be  incalculable^  The  reasoning  of  the  petitioners 
is  conclusive  on  this  point.  If  arguments  aiB  neceiwary, 
their  petition  Aimishes  an  ample  supply  to  prove,  that 
no  system  of  internal  improvement  which  has  yet  been 
proposed  in  this  countiy,  holds  out  the  prospect  of  such 
important  national  advantages,  as  naturally  result  from 
a  successful  termination  of  their  undertaking. 

Bid  the  finances  of  the  country  admit  of  it,  the  com- 
mittee would  feel  a  perfoct  freedom  in  recommending 
to  the  House  the  propriety,  in  their  opinion,  of  Extend- 
ing to  the  petitioners  ^ch  aid  as  the  diffictilty  and  im- 
portance of  their  enfeetprise  would  be  thought  to  jus- 
tify. But  it  is  a  question,  whether,  at  this  moment, 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  would  admit  of  any  pecuniary 
assistance  being  granted.  The  amount  of  the  public 
debt,  yet  to  be  extinguished,  Uie  embarrassed  state  of 
our  commerce,  and  the  critical  situation  of  the  oountiy 
in  relation  to  foreign  Governments,  might-  perhaps  be 
considered  as  insurmountable  objections  against  apply- 
ing any  public  money  to  internal  improvements,  at 
ihiB  ps^cular  time.  Under  an  impression  arising 
from  these  circumstances,  the  oommittee  rocommend 
the  following  resolution : 

JUsohedf  That  it  would  not  be  expedient,  at  this 
time,  to  grant  anv  pecuniary  assistance  to  the  President 
and  Dir«:tors  of'^tiie  Cbes^jeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company. 

The  report  was  referred  to  a  Cominktee  of  the 
Whole  x>n  Monday. 

IMPORTATIONS  FROM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  QaBoo^ 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the- state  of  tbe  Union — ayes  7^. 

Mr.  Grego  moved  that  the  committee  shonld 
take  into  consideration  a  resolution,  offered  by 
him,  on  the  39tb  of  Janaary.  for  a  non-importa- 
tion of  British  goods. 

The  Committee  having  agreed  to  take  up  the 
resolution,  and'  it  having  been  read  from  the 
Chair,  in  the  following  words : 

'^  Whereas  Great  Britain  impresses  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  compels  them  to  s^nre  on  board  her 
ships  of  war,  and  also  seizes  and  condemns  vefsels  be^ 


longing  to  dtiiens  of  the  United  States,  and  their  car^ 
goes,  being  the  dofia,/U!e  property  of  American  dtizens, 
not  contrid)and  of  war,  and  not  proceeding  to  places 
besieged  or  blockaded,  under  the  petezt  of  their  being 
engaged  in  time  of  war  in  a  trade  with  her  enemies, 
which  was  not  allowed  in  time  of  peace ; 

"And  whereas  the  Government  of  Uie  United  States 
has  repeatedly  remonstrated  to  the  British  Government 
against  these  injuries,  and  demanded  satisfoction  there- 
for, but  without  elfect :  Therefore, 

«  Ruohed,  That,  until  equitable  Sjftd  satisfactory  ar- 
rangements on  these  points  shall  be  made  between  die 
two  Governments,  it  is  expedient  that,  from  and  after 
the  —  day  of  —  next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, of  die  growth,  product  or  manufocture  of  Great 
Britain,  or  of  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  thereof 
ought  to  be  imported  into- the  United  States;  provided, 
however,  that  whenever  arrangements  deemed' satlsfiie* 
tory  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  riiall  take 
plaoe,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  by  proclaination  to  fix 
a  day  on  mbidtt  the  prohibition  afixresaid  riiall  cease  " 

Mr.  J.  Clat  inquired  whether  it  would  not  be 
in  otder  to  call  up  a  resolution  offered  by  him  on 
the  same  subject* 

The  Cbairm AN  aaid  it  was  not  in  order,  aft^ 
the  Committee  had  determined  to  consider  the 
resolution  just  read, 

Mr.  Greoo  then  irose,  and  said :  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  cannot  but  congratulate  the  Committee  on  our 
having  at  length  taken  up  the  business  to  which 
I  l^lieve  the  people  of  this  country  universally 
expected  we  would  have  turned  our  attention  on 
the  first  moment  of  assemblittg  in  our  Legislative 
capacity.  Before  weleft  our  homes,  we  had  learned, 
through  the  channel  of  newspapers,  that  outrages 
of  a  most  atrocious  kind  had  been  committed  on 
the  persons  and  property  of  American  citizens,  bj 
some  of  the  belligerent  nations  of  Europe.  This 
intelligence  has  Seen  officially  confirmed  hv  sun- 
dry comDHinications  which  we  have  receiveu  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  From  these 
sources  we  have  derived  the  information  that 
irruptions  have  been  made  into  our  territory,  on 
its  southern  frontier,  by  subjects  of  Spain,  and  that 
depredations  to  a  very  consideraUe  extent  have 
been  committed  on  our  commerce  by  the  cruisers 
of  that  nation.  The  manly  spirit  with  which  these 
irruptions  were  resisted  by  the  officers  of  our  Gov- 
ernment appears,  for  the  present,  to  have  cheeked 
the  further  proffress  of  that  evil ;  and  it  seems  that 
the  system  of  depredation  has  been  iliseonttnued, 
in  pursuance  of  instructions  issued  by  the  Biinia- 
ter  of  State  and  of  Marine  to  the  Director  Gen- 
erel  of  the  Fleet.  These  orders  were  issued  on 
the  3d  day  of  September,  1805^  and  are  understood 
to  have  b(»(n  produced  by  the  remonstrances  of  our 
Minister  at  that  Coui^t.  From  these  favorable 
symptoms,  a  presumption  natuiallyand  neeessft- 
rtly  arises  that  anamieaUe  adjustment cf  the  points 
in  dispute  between  that  Government  and  ours  is 
not  to  be  despaired  of.  Should  we,  however,  be 
deceived  in  this  calculation-— should  similar  ag- 
gressions be  repeated — we  are  not  destitute  of 
means  to  obtain  redress ;  and  on  such  an  event 
taking  place,  I  presume  we  would  not  hesitate  in 
resorting  to  tbe  complete  exercise  of  those  means* 

I  wish  the  prospect  of  an  aocommodatioa  of  our 
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differeneeswith  Oreat  Britaki  tiFeK«quelly  bm^t 
{mkI  ^tt«riog.  Bat  the  9]r9tematio  hostility  of  tMt 
GoverDRieDt  towards  our  oomnierde)  and  its  ob* 
Mioate  perse reratice  in  t^e  impressment  ^f  oar 
8eam«D,  «ottrithstai>diiig  tins  repeated  remen- 
strances  of  our  Mmisters,  leave  no  room  to  expect 
an  accommodation  until  we  resort  to  snch  meas- 
ures as  will  make  lier  feel  our  importance  to  her  as 
the  purchasers  and  conscrmers  of  her  manufactures, 
and  the  great  injury  she  wifl  sustain  through  a 
total  privation  of  our  friendship. 

This,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  is  a  very  import- 
ant subject,  and  one  which  cannot  HEiii'to  engage 
the  earnest  aUention,  not  oiily  of  this  CommfitiAe, 
but  must  also  excite  the  anxioua  solieitude  of  every 
member  of  th«  pomoiUBity,  Oa  the  eoarse  we 
may  bow  take-^n  the  measures  we  may  new 
pftirsue — will  in  a  great  measure  4iepend,  in  my 
Tie w,  the  determination  of  Che  ij^eslioa  whether 
we  are  to  %e  a  free  ancl  independent  aatibn,  or  wive^ 
ther  we  are  to  surrender  that  boaarted  privttege, 
and  tamely  submit  to  such  indignity  and  oppres- 
sion as  our  forefathers,  even  in  ^heir  state  of  cd- 
onization,  would  have  insisted  with  indignation. 
la  the  ^diaeossidn -of  a  ^fuestion  of  such  ma^itude, 
in  the  decision  of  which  we  ard  so  materially  in- 
terested, and  on  which  the  honor  and  true  inter- 
est of  our  country  so  much  depend,  I  trust  we  will 
divest  ourselves  of  all  party  feelings,  wheftheraris- 
ing  from  eur  difierent  pursuits  in  life,  from  geo<* 
grapAiical  distinctions,  orik-om  polkical  consider- 
»tioffs,  so  that  our  decision  may  be  the  result  of  a 
souad  judgmeat,  oninfluienoed  either  by  improper 
partiality  or  prejudice. 

ProiQ  the  hostile  eondnct  of  the  nations  to  which 
I  have  alioded,  and  from  the  pointed  «Anner  in 
which  the  President  hto  recommended  prepafv- 
tiOBs  iot  deleace,  an  idea  appears  lo  have  gone 
forth  thait  we  are  to  be  immediatelf  engaged  in 
war.  This  opinion  has  received  additional  cur- 
rency from  a  report  made  byaseket  committee 
of  the  Hooee,  recommending  an  appropriation  cf 
naoney  (o  a  ooasiderabie  amount,  for  the  purpose 
of  ereetinff  fortifications  fer  the  defence  of  our 
ports  und  litrbors,  a»d  for  building  gunboats  and 
ehipa-of^the-liiie.  Did  my  eentiments  accord  witli 
this  typinion,  I  should  certainty  give  this  report 
Av  eounteoanee^  so  far  as  vespects  foviifleatiofls, 
wnich,  from  ihetr  situation,  ei«  thought  to  be  ca- 
pableof affovdMBganfffubstanttal  protectiien.  Bven 
aa  thittffB  are^  I  may  perhaps  be  induced  to  vote  in 
fovor  of  the  approprktion  for  gunboats,  to  re^ievci 
the  anxiety  or  some  of  oor  fello^-citizens,  wheae 
ftlarms  appear  to  be  grebtty  excited ;  and  %eoaQ«b 
I  believe,  from  aU  the  information  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  from  navaland  mitilary  gentlemen, 
l^aboats  will  afford  the  moat  eflbctual  protection, 
la  the  event  of  our  being  compelled  to  have  re- 
course to  defensive  measures,  by  any  occurrences 
Ibat  may  hereafter  take  place. 

But  here  I  must  be  permitted  to  deolate  that  I 
have  no  apprehensions  whatever  of  a  war.  The 
presenteitoation  of  the  nations  of  Europe  farinshes 
no  ground  for  entertaining  such  apprehensions. 
Their  present  engaj^ments  furnish  ample  em- 
pieymenrt  -for  att  their  veaoiirces^  both  of  meit  afad 


money.  The  impoktant  contest  which  now occWi 
ptes  their  -attentioii  is  noc  likely  io  be  brought  to 
a  speedy  termination.  Bven  if  the  minor  ^oiir^n 
should  witbdrawfrcvi  the  coafederaey,  there  is  no 
prospect  of  a  speedy  pciace  between  the  two  great 
rival  nations.  They  wiH  most  probably  won 
return  to  the  situation  fliey  respectiydy  occupied 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  campaign. 
The  scene  ofBcmlogne  wifl  probably  be  acted  over 
agfain.  The  fleet  of  the  one  nation  must  be  em- 
ployed in  guarding  its  coasts  against  an  invasion 
by  the  army  of  the  other.  In  this  situation,  nei- 
ther will  be  disposed  to  add  to  the  number  of  their 
enemies.  Great  Britain  derives  some  advantage 
from  that  predatory  war  which  she  .permits  and 
authorizes  jto  be  carried  oa  agaifist  onr  eommerse 
and  «be  al«)  experiences  seme  convenience  in 
manning  her  nhvy,  ftom4he  fiBMility  with  which 
deficiencies  are  supplied  by  impressments  of  our 
seamen  from  oo  bcwrd  our  trildmg  vessels.  Inter- 
est and  eouveniedtfe'Will  induce  her  lo  pursue  thie 
s^rstem,  so  long  «s  we  discover  a  disposition  to 
yield  implicit  submission  ^  but  let  a  Uattotial  spirit 
of  disapprobation  and  resistance  once  discover 
itself;  let  us  once  fell  her,  tn  the  proud  language 
of  indej)endence,  that  we  will  no  longer  submit  to 
this  indignity  and  oppression,  and  we  will  find  the 
practice  relioquisheq,  and  our  fellow-citizens  lib- 
erated from  that  degrading  bondage  in  which  they 
are  now  held,  an-d  restored  to  their  country  and 
friends.  Great  Britain  is  too  well  versed  m  ihe 
business  of  calculation,  and  too  well  acquaiivted 
with  her  own  interest,  to  persevere  in  this  lawless 
system  at  the  hazard  of  losing  ou^omers,  whose 
annual  purchases  of  her  oMnofact^res  and  other 
merchandise  exceeds,  I  believe,  thirty  aiUione  ef 
dollars. 

In  eearehing  fer  materiak  lo  substkntitoie  the 
fhefs  stated  in  f he  preamble  to  tbere0plttiioo,itis 
only  necessary  to  reftr  %b  the  history  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Oovemment  towards  us  for  a 
very  «hort  period.  By  turfting  a  feiiv  pases  of 
that  history  we  wfll  find  Aiat  a  large  number  of 
bur  feflow-citizens  have  been  forcibly  taken  from 
their  homes — for  his  ship  Is  a  seaman*^  home — 
hate  been  put  on  board  British  ships  of  war  ancj^ 
compelled  to  fight  her  battles  against  a  Power  be- 
tween whom  and  her  own  Government  there  exists 
no  difference.  The  general  notoriety  of  this  truth 
[precludes  the  necessity  of  a  reference  to  any  par- 
ticular document  to  prove  the  correctness  of  the 
stiitemeiit.  Was  aucir  m  ;refiereiiee  necessary,  I 
might  point  to  a  report  from  the  De^paitmeot  of 
State,  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  In 
that  report  we  find  that,  at  that  time,  fifteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  persoas,claiming  to  be  Amer- 
ican citizens,  had  been  able  to  extend  their  appli- 
cation fpr  relief  to  their  own  Grovernment;  and 
though  Great  Britain  claimed  some  of  these  as 
her  subjects,  agreeably  to  her  doctrine  of  wmr 
expatriation^  the  great  mass  wa*s  acknowledged  to 
be  Americans,  for 'whose  detention  no  other  cause 
could  be  assigned  but  because  she  stood  in  need 
of  their  service.  And  is  it  dot  a  fair  presumption 
that  this  number  was  but  a  small  proportion  of 
those  who  were  actually  impressed  ?    Changed 
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from  ship  to  fibip,  and  the  jessstk  ia  which  they 
are  frequeDtly  ch^ngioff  their  statiua,  and  guarded 
with  toe  inost  ^cr^puious  atteiatioa,  it  is  almost 
4flBpo69tble  for  them  to  find  »aj»y  of^portijaity  of 
Applyififf  to  their  own  GovernafteAt  or  «ny  of  its 
•oMeei9  for  relief* 

•    Thk  ef>ciBy  tbiF  flagmftt  vioiaiion  of  oiirrig[bt6 

«8neD.  ajld  «stiti2ena  of  an  indepeiMkiit  nalion, 

^rtaiQly'deaiands  Hhe  interpoaitioB  of  Qovent- 

ineiii.    To  what  cause  we  we  to  ftaorlbe  tlife  wef^ 

lect  with  %%ieh  theae.uiifsrtiitfate'QieD  bavebeen 

treated  ?    A  few  years  ago,  when  Bttate  6f  <nt 

Mople  hiid  the  mi^ortvne  to  be  made  prisoaers 

-by  the  Algerioes^  anil  at  a  kter  period,  when 

-some  others  TeH  into  the  hands  of  the  Tdpolilans, 

the  feelings  of  the  Government  and  of  tl^  whole 

HsouDlry  were  alive.    All  Toiees  imiied  in  reqtoif- 

dng  the  ener|^  «f  the  Govemmtot  to  be  exerted, 

and  its  parse  to  be  opened,  so.  tfavt.  no  means  to 

obtain  the  liberty  of  the  captives  tnigfat  be  left 

on  tried.    Booc^ss  has  crowned  these  eodeavors, 

mnd  those  who  were  nnfortoaaceiy  slaves  mre  now 

enjoy  lag  their  finsedom.    hi  what  respeet,  I  would 

ask,  does  the  situation  of  those  who  have  been. 

impressed  from  am  board  their  own  Tessel^  and 

who  are  IbroibLy  ttetained  on  bo«rd  Britiarh  8hi|)s. 

of  war,  diiec.  from  thatt)f  the  Algerine  and  Tri- 

politan  prisoners?    So  far  as  respects  the  Gev- 

^mnlent,  the  infringements  efitffrtghtsare'grelitejr 

in  the  former  than  ki  the  tatter  case.    The  sitaa- 

tlon  of  the  iadiYidnai  is  no  better.    A  woond  in- 

flroted  by  a  frittsh  cat-of-nine-tails  is  not  liesa  se- 

trerely  feit  iban  if  ii  had  proceeded  fmrn  (be  lash 

vi  aa  Algerioe.     The  patient  submission  "with 

whiek  we  have  so  lonff^ndoved'this  flagrant  ool- 

Tage  on  theieeiibgs  of  nomaoity  and  on  the  honor 

of  oar  -ooumry^  must  have  e%eittd  the  astonish- 

xnent  of  tbe  WMAe  weitd  ;  bat  »t  mnst  also  have 

ioipr^ased  them  veiy  fprcibiy  with  aa  idea  of  the 

VDodleration  of  omr  Governmeat,  and  of  its  strong 

predilection  for  peace.    I  trust,  however,  we  wiu 

ttow  show  them  that  there  is  apoint  beyoafl  which 

we  will  act  snfier  j  that  eyea  althoagh  we  may 

aot  think  it  advisable  to  niake  reprkius,  we  will 

•at  least  withdraw  oa»  friendly  iatercoorse  ftom 

that  Oosrernowat,  whose  whole  sjrstem  of  eoa- 

dwet  towards  us  his  been  that  of  distress  and  de- 

l^radatioB ;  and  that,  as  the  busifness  is  now  taken 

np^  it  wiU  be  pnnmed  with  leal  and  ardor,  until 

Mief  is  extended  to  tbis  aahappy  class  of  saier- 

eta,  and  secmrity  obtainet  against  similar  a^^pes- 

%ioBa  on  their  persons  in  futurei  by  such  arrange- 

mente  as  oaght  to  be  deemed  satisfactory. 

in  rdtation  tothe'captuee  and  coodemaation  of 
«our  Tcsaefaij  cbntrary  to  what  we  consider,  and  to 
wiiat  I  -renly  believe  to  be  the  law  of  natioas,  I 
ahall  not  detain  the  Committee  with  many  obser- 
^aations.  I  have  no  intention  of  entenng  into  a 
^isensmii  of  the  abstract  cuestion,  whether  a 
trade  is  justifiable  in  war  wnich  is  aot  open  in 
time  of  peace.  I  will  only  observe,  that-t)a  the- 
principles  of  reason  and  jnstice,  an.d  fVom  such 
aetbors  as  I  have  had  an  op^Knrtunity  of  consult- 
ing, the  right  for  which  we  contend  does  appear 
to  roe  to  be  dearly  established.  In  some  late 
pobiicatittiS|  this  qiiestion  has  received  a  Tory 


luminous  and  ample  discussion,  and  the  right  in- 
sisted on  by  us  has  been  placed  on  such  ground, 
and  supported  by  reasoaing  so  clear,  so  cogent, 
and  so  conclusive,  that  Great  Britain,  with  all  her 
boasted  talents,  Will  find  it  extremely  difficult  to 
find  answers  for  them. 

•  But  even  admitting  the  British  doctrine  to  be 
correct,  what,  1  would  ask,  has  been  the  conduct 
of  that  Government  under  it^  Has  it  been  that 
of  a  nation  actuated  by  motives  of  liberality  and 
friendship?  ^  Has  it  been  that  of  a  civiiizea  and 
polished  nation  ?  Has  it  been  such  as  justice  and 
the  fair  and  honorable  conduct  of  our  Goveriunent 
has  given  u$,  a  right  to  expect t  ^o  person,.! 
think,  is  prepared  to  answer  in  the  affirmative.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  principle  was  practised 
on  during  the  last^  nor  for  some  time  after  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war.  I  Will  not 
undertake  absolutely  to  say  that  they  relinquisheil 
it,  but  ihe  trade  which  it  now  prohibits  Was  per* 
mitted  to  be  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  without 
any  ibterruntion  from  their  cruisers,  NumberS} 
allured  by  tne  prospect  of  gain,  were  induced  to 
engage  in  the  prontable  business,  and  supposing 
themselves  safe  under  the  protection  of  law^  bad 
their  vessels  and  effects  seized  to  a  lar^e  amount. 
The  capture  and  condemnation  of  their  property 
was  to  them  the  first  promulgation  of  the  law. 
Ignorance  of  what  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
know,  was  imputed  to  them  as  a  crime,  and  an 
honorable  dependence  oil  the  Justice  of  a  Govern- 
ment professing  to  be  friendly,  was  prosecuted 
with  penalty  and  forfeiture. 

But  even  independent  of  our  just  cause  of  com*  * 
plaint  arising  from  this  principle,apparently  new, 
thus  UDJustl}'-  brought  into  operation,  bow  has 
that  Government  conducted  in  relation  to  cap- 
tures, in  which,  after  the  most  minute  investiga* 
tion.  all  the  ingenuity  of  her  courts  have  not  been 
able  to  discover  any  principle  to  warrant  the  con- 
demnation? The  perplexmg  difficulties,  the  veap- 
atious  delays,  and  the  enormous  expense  attend- 
ing the  prosecution  of  a  claim  througn  every  staee 
orits  progress,  place  an  almost. insurmountable 
barrier  in  the  way  of  obtaining  justice.  In  fact} 
all  her  commercial  maxims,  and  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  her  conduct,  discover  a  manifest  inteotion» 
a  fixed  determination^  to  consummate  the  ruin  oi 
the  commerce  of  this  country*. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  many  of  the 
captures  and  condemnations,  of  which  we  have 
heard  such  loud  complaints,  are  strictly  warranted 
by  the  law  of  nations.  An  immoderate  desire  of 
gain  very  frequently  leads  the  merchants  to  en- 
gage in  a  trade  which  the  oniversal  consent  of  all 
nations  has  declared  to  be  unlawful.  This  obser- 
vation win,  towevefj  perhaps  apply  with  tnpre 
propriety  to  foreigners,  who  haVls  fixed  their  resi- 
dence ampng  us.  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  trad- 
ing under  our  neutral  rights,  than  to  the  real 
American  merchant.  This  description  of  meUi 
und^  no  influence  of  patriotism,  and  too  gen^ 
rally  unrestrained .  by  any  principles  of  justici^, 
pursue  their  object,  wholly  regardless  of  the  in- 
terest of  the  country,  or  of  any  iajurious  coosa- 
queiisea  to  which  it  w^ht  he  salaried. (hraaf^ 
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their  misconduct.  I  have  no  idea  of  iDvolving 
my  cbuntry  in  any  difficulty  on  account  of  these 
people  or  their  trade.  As  they  are  citizens  of  the 
world,  equally  attached  to  every  country,  I  would 
always  willingly  surrender  them,  to  he  punished 
according  to  the  laws  of  whatever  country  thev 
might  be  found  transgressing.  But  in  withhola- 
ing  protection  from  these  lawless  adventurers,  let 
us  not  withdraw  it  from  the  real  American  mer- 
chant. Acting  from  motives  of  patriotism  as 
well  as  of  gain,  he  combines  his  own  interest  with 
that  of  his  country.  While  he  is  accumulating 
wealth  to  himself,  he  is  adding  to  the  revenue 
and  riches  of  his  country ;  and  wnile  he  is  search- 
ing a  market  for  the  productions  of  the  farmers, 
he  is  discovering  something  that  may  contribute 
to  their  convenience  and  domfort.  He  is  a  ne- 
cessary link  in  the  chain  of  our  society.  Th^re 
is  a  mutual  dependence  betwixt  him  and  the 
farmer.  The  interest  of  the  one  is  promoted  by 
the  success  of  the  other.  This  being  the  case, 
these  two  classes  should  be  extremely  cautious 
how  they  suffer  that  kind  of  jealousy  to  grow  up 
betwixt  them,  that  mic^ht  eventually  prove  a 
source  of  distress  and  calamity  to  them  both. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  inferred  from  anything  I 
have  said,  that  I  am  going  to  be  an  advocate  for 
the  protection,  evdn  of  American  merchants,  in 
that  wild,  extravagant  carrying  trade,  to  which 
some  of  them  appear  to  extend  their  views.  I  shall 
never  agree  to  risk  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
nation  in  such  a  cause.  Even  in  doubtful  cases, 
,  or  where  the  law  was  not  perfectly  clear^  if  they 
would  embark  their  property,  let  it  be  at  their  own 
hazard.  But  in  carrying  on  the  direct  trade  of 
our  country,  and  even  in  the  carrying  trade,  while 
they  confine  themselves  within  the  acknowledged 
law  of  nations,  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  protec- 
tion. 

And,  sir,  in  affording  this  protection,  I  take  it 
that  we  are  promoting  the  real  interest  of  the 
country.  By  cherishing  navigation,  to  a  certain 
extent,  we  secure  to  ourselves,  at  all  times,  the 
means  of  procuring  a  market  for  such  articles  as 
we  have  for  sale ;  we  furnish  means  for  promoting 
industry,  and  we  make  provision  for  the  mainte- 
nance or  men,  on  whose  bravery  and  exertions,  in 
the  event  of  war,  we  must  always  rely  very  much 
for  our  defence.  On  this  subject.  I  cannot  express 
my  sentiments  better  than  I  fina  them  expressed 
in  a  report  made  bv  the  present  Chief  Magistrate, 
while  Secretary  oi  State,  and  which  I  consider  as 
declaratory  of  the  true  interests  of  the  nation.  I 
shall  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  reading  a  para- 
graph of  that  report. 

**  It  rthat  is,  navigatBon,  as  a  branch  of  indnstiy]  is 
valuable,  but,  as  a  source  of  defence,  is  essential.  Its 
value  as  a  branch  of  industry  is  enhanced  by  the  de- 
pendence of  so  many  other  branches  on  it  In  times 
of  general  peace  it  multiplies  competitors  for  employ* 
ment  in  transportation,  and  so  keeps  that  at  its  proper 
level ;  and  in  times  of  war— that  is  to  say,  when  thoee 
nations  who  may  be  our  principal  carriers  i^all  be  at 
war  with  each  other — if  we  have  not  witUn  ourselves 
the  means  of  transportation,  our  produce  must  be  ex* 
ported  in  baUigannt  vessels,  at  the  incMaaed  expense 


of  war-frsight  and  insurance,  and  the  aztides  wfakh  wiU 
not  bear  that,  mnst  perish  on  onr  hands, 

**  Bnt  it  is  as  a  resonree  for  defence,  that  oar  navigation 
will  admit  neither  neg^Iect  nor  forbearance. '  The  posi- 
tion and  cirettmstances  of  the  United  States  leave  them 
nothing  to  fear  on  their  landboard,  and  nothing  to  de- 
sire beyond  their  present  rights.  But  on  their  seaboard 
they  are  open  to  iiijaiy,  and  they  have  there,  too,  a 
commerce  that  must  be  protected.  This  can  only  be 
done  by  possessing  a  respectable  body  of  cttisen.  sea- 
men, and  of  artists  and  estabUshmenti  in  readiness  ibr 
ship-building." 

From  this  very  brief  view  of  the  conduct  of  the 
British  Government  towards  us,  and  I  have  con- 
fined it  merely  to  the  points  stated  in  the  pream- 
ble to  the  resolution ;  every  candid,  every  unpre- 
judiced person,  I  think,  must  acknowleoge,  that 
we  are  arrived  at  a  crisis;  that  we  have  reached 
a  period  at  which  the  hopor,  the  interest,  and  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  country,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  expressed,  call  loudly  on  us  to  make  a  stand. 
The  evil  we  have  already  suffered  is  great,  and  it 
is  progressing.  Like  a  cancerous  complaint,  it  ia 
penetrating  still  deeper  towards  our  vitals.  While 
we  yield  year  after  year.  Great  Britain  advances 
step  by  step;  yet  a  little  longer  and  our  commerce 
will  be  annihilated,  and  our  independence  sub- 
verted. 

Here  the  great  difficulty  presents  itself.  What 
are  the  proper  st^  to  be  taken  ?  what  measures 
that  we  can  adopt  will  be  most  likely  ^to  effect  the 
object  we  have  in  view,  and  in  iu  operation  pro- 
duce the  smallest  inconvenience  to  ourselves  ?  I, 
sir,  have  reflected  much  on  this  subject.  I  have 
considered,  so  far  «s  I  was  capable,  the  bearing 
which  every  measure  which  I  have  heard  pro- 
posed would  have  on  it.  The  result  of  ray  reflec- 
tions is,  that,  under  all  the  circufnstances  of  the 
case^  the  resolution,  which  is  now  the  subject  of 
immediate  discussion,  ought  to  be  adopted.  What 
is  the  resolution  ?  what  does  it  say  1  It  addresses 
Ghreat  Britain  in  this  mild  and  laodeiate,  thonsh 
manly  and  firm  languafe:  You  have  insulted  the 
dignity  of  our  country  by  impressing  our  seamen, 
and  compelling  them  to  fight  your  battles  against 
a  Power  with  whom  we  are  at  peace.  You  have 
plundered  us  of  much  property  by  that  predatory 
war  which  you  authorize  to  be  carried  on  against 
our  commerce.  To  these  injuries,  insults,  and 
oppression,  we  will  submit  no  longer.  We  do  not, 
however,  wish  to  destroy  that  friendly  intercourse 
that  oognt  to  subsist  between  nations,  connected 
by  the  ties  of  common  interest,  to  which  several 
considerations  seem  to  give  peculiar  strength. 
The  citizens  of  our  conntry  and  the  subjects  of 
yours,  from  the  long  habit  or  supplying  their  ma* 
tual  wants,  no  doubt  feel  a  wish  to  preserve  their 
intercourse  without  interruption.  To  prevent 
such  interruption,  and  secure  against  future  a^ 
gressions,  we  are  now  desirous  of  entering  into 
such  arrangements  as  ought  to  be  deemed  satis- 
factory by  l>oth  parties.  But  if  yon  persist  ia 
your  nostile  measures,  if  you  absolutely  refuse 
acceding  to  any  propositions  of  compromise,  we 
must  skcken  those  bonds  of  friendship  by  wnich 
we  have  been  connected,  you  must  not  expect 
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hereafter  to  fiod  us  io  jour  market,  purchasing 
your  manufactores  to  so  large  an  amount.  What 
will  the  people  of  ,thi8  country  say  of  this  propo- 
titioo?  Will  tbey  not  be  ready  to  exclaim,  tnat 
it  is  too  mild  for  the  present  state  of  tbinga?  What 
will  be  the  opinion  of  foreign  Gk>Ternments  re- 
^)ectiog  iti  Will  they  not  say  that  we  hare  ex- 
tended the  principle  of  moderation  too  far  ?  What 
must  be  its  impression  on  Great  Britain  herself? 
Sir,  if  she  is  not  lost  to  erery  sense  of  naUonal 
justice,  she  must  acknowledge  its  eq|uity  and  fair- 
ness. But  I  would  inquire  particularly  what 
would  be  its  operation  on  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try ?  If  carried  into  effect,  I  believe  it  will  strike 
dismay  throughout  the  fitmpire.  its  operation 
will  be  felt  bjr  ev^rv  description  of  people,  but 
more  especially  hy  the  commercial  and  mauufac- 
turingpart  of  the  community.  The  influence  of 
these  too  classes  is  well  known  in  that  country. 
Tbey  are  the  main  pillars  of  its  support.  Tbey 
•re  the  sources  of  its  weehh.  Their  representa- 
tions, therefore,  are  always  attended  to.  And 
what  laagnap  must  they  speak  on  this  occasion  1 
It  most  be  evident  that  a  regard  to  their  own  in- 
terest will  lead  them  to  remonstrate  loudly  against 
that  system,  which  will  produce  an  annual  defal- 
cation in  the  sale  of  their  manufactures,  of  thirty 
millions  of  dollars.  This  is  their  Yulnerable  part. 
By  atuckittg  them  io  their  warehouses  and  work- 
shops we  can  reach  their  vitals,  and  thus  raise  a 
set  of  advocates  in  our  favor,  whoae  remonstrance 
may  produce  an  abandonment  of  those  unjust  prin- 
ciples and  practices,  which  have  produced  the 
solemn  crisis. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  should  Great  Britain,  con- 
trary to  our  wishes,  and  certainly  contrary  to  her 
own  true  ipterest,  persist'  in  "her  Ul-starred  policy, 
what  must  be  the  effect  of  such  conduct  on  her- 
self 1  and  how  will  we  be  ultimately  affected  by 
it  ?  Shut  out  from  British  lAarkets,  our  merchants 
will  obtain  a  particular  supply  from  other  coun- 
tries, and  we  will  resort  to  domestic  manufactures 
to  make  up  the  deficiencv.  Should  this  system 
be  adopted,  Britain  may  nod  it  difficult  to  recover 
our  custom.  It  is  certainly  a  subject  of  serious 
regret  that,  owing  tp  the  larffe  importation  and 
extensive  consumption  of  British  goods,  domes- 
tic manufactures  have  nearly  vanished.  I  do  not 
expect  to  see  the  establishment  of  large  manufac* 
lories  in  this  country.  The  extensive  vacant  ter- 
ritory we  possess  furnishes  such  powerful  induce- 
mento  for  settling  on  land,  that  few  are  to  be  found 
willing  to  be  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of 
ft  manufactory.  Should,  however,  such  establish- 
ments beset  on  foot,  I  have  no  doubt  they  would 
reoeive  a  large  accession  of  workmen  from  the 
numbers  which  a  iion«importation  act  would  com- 
pel to  leave  their  present  home^  id  search  of  em- 
ployment ih  this  and  other  countries.  But  my 
present  view  does  not  extend  to  these  estabiish- 
roents  on  so  large  a  scale.  I  want  to  see  every 
family  a  little  manufactory,  vieing  with  each 
other  in  the  excellency  of  their  workmanship, 
•nd  exhibiting,  in* their  dresses,  specimens  of  their 
ingenuity  and  industry. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  first  submitted  this  pr op- 
9th  C0N.—I8 


osttion  to  the  consideration  of  this  Ilouse,  I  was 
so  forcibly  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing* it,  that  I  had  no  expectation  it  would  meet 
with  any  oppositiou.  It  was  not  until  a  resolu- 
tion was  laid  on  the  table,  calling  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  a  statement  of  our  ex- 
ports and  imports  to  and  from  Great  Britain  and 
her  dependencies,  that  I  had  anv  suspicion  it 
would  be  opposed.  When  that  call  was  made,  I 
began  to  presume  an  opposition  was  intended, 
and  that  the  opposition  would  be  grounded  on  the 
supposed  effect  which  the  adoption  of  the  meas- 
ure now  under  discussion  waoid  have  on  the  rev- 
enue. This  was  brought  particularly  into  view 
some  daysafter  in  the  lorm  of  a  preface  to  a  reso- 
lution on  this  same  subject  offered  by  a  gentleman 
from  Maryland., 

We  were  told,  then,  that  our  imports  from  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependencies,  amounted  annually 
to  $25,000,000,  and  that,  at  the  average  rate  of 
'  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  the  revenue  would,  of 
course,  be  affected  to  the  amount  of  $5,000,000. 
That  the  revenue  will  be  partially  affected  by 
the  proposed  measure  is  readily  admitted ;  and 
if  it  should  be  affected* to  such  an  extent,  as  to  re- 
tard the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt  a 
single  day  beyond  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  its 
final  redemption,  I  would  certainly  regret  it  verv 
sincerely,  no  person  in  this  country  can  wisn 
more  anxiously  to  see  that  debt  paid  than  myself. 
But,  sir,  do  not  believe  the  effect  on  the  revenue 
will  be  by  any  means  »o  great  as  has  been  stated. 
The  avefage  duty  on  imports  from  Britain  does 
not,  I  believe,  amount  to  20  per  cent.,  and  there- 
fore the  defalcation  in  the  revenue  will  not 'be  so 
5 rent  as  has  been  stated,  even  admitting  that  we 
o  no(  import  from  other  countries.  But  is  it  to 
be  sjuppottd  that  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the 
merchants  are  to  be  wbolly  paralyzed  oy  this 
measure  ?  Will  they  lay  up  their  vessels  in  their 
docks,  «ind  shut  up  their  money  in  their  chnsts? 
No,  sir;  when  they  find  themsdves  excluded  by 
law  from  British  marketS|  they  will  resort  to  ether 
countries,  and  no  doubt  they  will  find  goods  to 
answer  our  purpose  quite  as  well  as  many  of  the 
gewgaws  we  get  from  Bogland,  and  quite  as 
aiany  as  wo  will  be  able  to  find  money  to  pur- 
chase.. 

It  has  been  said,  also,  that  the  price  of  our  ex- 
ports is  Uk  be  greatly  affected  by  this  measure.  The 
article  of  cotton  has  been  particularly  mentioned. 
Why,  air,  the  resolution  does  not  say  a  word  about 
exports.  It  is  entirely  silent  as  to  them.  They 
are  left  at  liberty  to  go  to  those  markets  where 
they  have  heretofore  Ibund  purchasers, or  to  search 
for'newoo^as  it  may  suit  their  convenience. 
The  adoption  of  the  measure  may  produce  a  mo- 
mentary diminution  of  price,  and  this  inconve- 
nience will  be  promoted  by  the  representations  of 
designing  speculators,  who  are  continually  roam- 
ing tnrougb  the  country  to  take  advantage  of  the 
ignorant  and  unwary.  But,  when  the  first  im- 
pression is  removed,  our  productions  being  either 
necessaries  of  life,  or  materials  for  manuucturcs, 
will  be  in  demand,  and  sought  for,  and  purchased, 
at  a  price  correspondent  to  that  demand.    But, 
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sir,  eren  admitting  that  we  were  to  sustain  a  tem- 
porary inconveDieoce  from  a  small  reduction  io 
the  price  of  the  produce  of  our  farms,  are  we  to 
put  a  (evT  cents  difference  in  the  price  of  a  pound 
of  cotton,  or  tobacco,  or  a  barrel  of  flour,  or  a 
quintal  or  fish,  in  competition  with  the  honor  and 
seneral  interest  of  our  country  ?  Is  there  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  is  there  a  man  in  the  commu* 
nity,  that  would  submit  to  see  his  neighbor  drag- 
ged into  ignoble  bondage,  merely  because  it  would 
produce  a  slight  shock  in  the  market  for  his  pro- 
duce ?  Such  an  idea  would,  I  believe,  be  unirer- 
lally  spurned  at. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  strongest  objection  I 
have  heard  n>entioned  is,  that  if  we  do  pass  a  non- 
importation act,  it  cannot  be  executed,  and  either 
we  shall  be  laUghed  at  bjr  Great  Britain,  or  it  will 
afford  a  pretext  to  her  Minister,  whose  decision  is 
well  known,  to  let  loose  his  cruisers  and  sweep 
the  oo^n.  This  is  the  lang*uaffe  used  in  Britain. 
Their  writers  acknowledge  that  a  non-import* 
atioo  act  would  he  to  them  a  serious  calamity, 
but  comfort  themselves  with  the  reflecfion  that  it 
could  not  be  executed.  Now,  I  ask,  what  reason 
can  foe  assigned  why  it  could  not  be  as  well  exe- 
cuted now  as  it  was  in  former  times?  Are  we  so 
abject,  so  degenerate,  as  to  submit  to  such  nation- 
al indignity  rather  than  forego  the  pleasure  rfsult- 
ing  from  an  indulgence  in  British  luxuries?  But 
it  may  give  offence  to  the  British  Minister,  who 
will  sweep  the  ocean  with  his  cruisers.  This,  to 
be  sure,  is  a  sweeping  objection,  but  how  will  it 
apply?  What  right  has  the  British  Minister  to 
take  offence  at  anv  regulations  we  may  see  proper 
to  adopt?  We  nave  a  moral,  and  we  hare  a 
Constitutional  right  to  manage  onrown  commer- 
cial concerns  in  our  own  way,  provided  we  do  not 
infringe  or  violate  the  rigbu  of  other  nations. 
This  sacred  trust  has  been  committed  to  us  by 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  I  hope  we  will 
never  feel  disposed  to  resign  it  to  any  foreign 
Minister.' 

But  admitting  that  great  man.  with  all  his  de- 
cision, should  let  loose  his  cruisers,  what  will  he 
gain  ?  Is  he  not  more  at  our  mercy  then  we  are 
at  hie  ?  If  he  attempts  to  make  a  general  sweep, 
self-defence  will  Qualify  reprisals.  The  debts  ow- 
ing to  British  subjects,  the  immense  property  own- 
ed bf  them  inr  this  tfouatry,  will,  of  cour!<e.  be  laid 
hold  of.  I  will  perhaps  be  told  here,  that,  by  the 
treaty  of  1794,  sequestration  of  debts  is  prohibit- 
ed. True  ;  but  if  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
violates  the  cootract,  the  other  is  released  from 
his  obligation.  If  Britain  violates  nine  articles  of 
the  tr^fy,  she  cannot  consider  us.  bound  by  the 
tenth.  Besides,  her  provinces  are  quite  contiguous 
and  open  to  us,  and  by  securing  them  we  would 
make  ourselves  masters  of  the  fur  trade,  from 
which  she  derives  such  important  advantages. 
Even  on  the  ocean,  I  doubt  whether  she  would 
be  a  gainer  In  the  contest.  And  this  is  not  mere 
theory.  During  the  last  war  our  privateers  cap- 
tured more  of  their  vesf^els  than  they  took  of  ours 
with  all  their  navv»  Our  shipping  then  was  not 
more  than  a  fourth  of  what  we  nt<w  possess,  and 
the  number  of  seamen  about  in  the  same  propor- 


tion. And  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  owing  to 
the  difference  in  the  value  of  their  cargnes  and 
ours,  the  one  consisting  entirely  of  bulky  articles, 
necessaries  of  life,  and  raw  materials  fur  manu- 
factures, and  the  other  made  up  of  theite  materi- 
als after  they  have  received  the  last  touch  of  art 
and  industry ;  if  we  succeeded  in  taking  one  for 
their  three,  the  balance  perhaps  would  be  about 
equaL 

The  resolution  has  also  been  called  a  war  mea- 
sure. Now,  I  would  ask,  what  is  there  warlike 
about  it?  Sir,  i  before  have  said,  and  I  repeat  it, 
that  I  deprecate  war.  With  me  it  will  always  be 
a  last  resort.  Recourse  should  be  had  to  every 
peaceable  means  to  obtain  justice,  before  an  ap- 
peal is  made  to  arms.  The  resolution  I  con- 
sider purely  as  a  measure  or  that  kind,  and  so  it 
must  appear  to  the  British  Minister,  unless  he  vt 
determmed  on  war,  and  then  he  will  find  some 
pretext.  It  is  common  for  persons  ^Miog  to  war 
to  publish  a  declaration,  stating  their  reason :t  in 
justification  ol  their  conduct  to  other  nations.  Let 
the  British  Minister  take  the  resolution  and  pub- 
lish it  at  length,  and  will  any  other  nation  con- 
sider it  as  a  sufficient  ground  fur  war  ?  It  merely 
states  that  we  consider  ourselves  injured,  and  that, 
in  justice  to  ourselves,  we  must  suspend  our  in- 
tercourse until  we  obtain  redress.  The  British 
Minister  will  never  put  his  reputation  and  chara- 
acter  at  hazard  on  such  a  foundation. 

Mr.  Chsirman,  in  every  point  of  view  in  which 
I  have  been  able  to  consider  this  subject,  the  pro- 
prii;ty  of  adopting  the  resolutioo  winch  has  been 
read,  appears  to  me  equally  impressive;  aod,there- 
fore,  although  it  may  be  opposed.  I  cannot  but 
hope  ii  will  receive  the  sanction  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  In  this  hope  I  am  confirmed 
when  I  refer  to  the  Journals  and  see  wliat  was 
done  hy  the  House  of  Representatives^  under  cir- 
cumstances somewhat  similar  to  the  present,  in 
(he  year  1794.  The  'same  nation,  of  whose  con- 
duct we  now  complain,  was  then  committing  de- 
predations on  our  commerce.  She  had,  on  the 
6th  of  November,  issued  herceiebrated  orders;  and, 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  these  orders  were  first 
published  by  the  cruisers  which  were  acting  un- 
der them.  The  late  captures,  unauthorized  foy 
any  public  orders,  but  proceeding  on  a  decree -of 
their  admiralty  court,  which  it  appears  was  to  be 
considered  as  the  signal  for  making  the  sweep, 
evince  a  fixed  system  of  hostilny  towards  our 
commerce^nd  an  ungenerous  mode  of  making  its 
attacks.  The  unwary  and  onsu)>pecting  foil  a 
prey  to  their  hidden  denies.  She  was  at  that  time 
also  stimulating  the  Indians  to  commit  hostilities 
on  our  frontiers,  and  the  western  posts  were  not 
surrendered  agreeably  to  what  we  considered  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Treaty  of  1783. 
To  counteract  these  hosiile  measures,  a  propo>i- 
tioo  was  made  in  the  House  of  Representauves  for 
suspending  all  commercial  intercuurse  with  that 
nation.  That  proposition  was  at  that  time  adopt- 
ed by  a  very  lar^e  majority.  All  parties  united 
in  giving  it  'heir  supjiort.  The  great  political 
distinction,  which  h as  uii for tjinately  prevailed  too 
long  ia  this  country,  did  not,  on  that  ocoa»ion| 
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discover  ir5elf  a  great  deal.  The  representatioD 
from  the  State  in  whtcU  I  live,  wa9  at  tHat  time 
about  equally  divided  between  the  two  great  con* 
tending  parties,  and  yet,  on  that  question,  their 
votes  were  completely  blended.  The  representa- 
tion from  the  Suuthern  States,  I  observe,  was  gen- 
erally in  favor  of  that  measure.  The  respectable 
6tate  of  Virginia,  in  jmrticular,  which  was  repre- 
sented by  a  constellation  of  t6lents,not  only  ranged 
itself  on  the  affirmative  side  of  the  question  by  its 
Tote,  but  also  bore  a  very  diMtinguiMhed  part  in 
th«  arfifument  in  support  of  the' measure.  From 
a  similarity  of  circumstances,  are  'We  not  now  to 
expect  a  similar  result?  Although  the  evil  com- 
plained of  is,  in  the  first  inrttance,  more  severely 
felt  in  a  particular  section  of  the  countr^i.  its  ef- 
fects will  ultimately  extend  to  every  part  of  it. 
And.so  far  as  the  honor  of  the  Government  is  impli- 

•  seated,  a  sensibility  arising  from  that  souree  must 
necessarily  be  experienced  by  ait  its  citizens  at 
the  same  time. 

Before  Isit  down,  Mr.  Chairman.  Y>ermit  me  to 
aay  that,  although  my  opinion  on  this  subject  is 
formed  on  the  most  mature  reflection,  yet,  if  a 
majority  of  the  Committee  think  differently,  if 
they  prefer  something  more  energeife,  or  if  they 
have  any  other  rystem  which  they  consider  more 
efficient  to  obtain  the  object,  I  may,  for  the  sake 
of  unanimity,  be  disposed  fo  yield  my  opinion. 
Unanimity  I  consider  as  all-important.  We  are 
told,  by  a  document  on  our  table,  that  the  nation, 
against  whose  conduct  we  com  plain, -calculates 

'  on  our  divisions.  Her  hopes  of  being  able  to  pur- 
sue her  system,  are  built  on  an  idea,  that  division 
among  ourselves  will  prevent  our  adopting  any 
efficient  measures.  In  this  hope,  1  trust,  they 
will  now  be  disappointed,  and  that  we  shall  show 

'  to  them  and  to  the  world,  that  however  we  may 
differ  as  to  the  administration  ot  our  iaiernal  ar- 
fairs,  oii  all  great  national  qtiesiions,  in  which 
the  honor  and  true  interest  of  our  country,  in  r^. 
latioo  to  foreign  governments,  is  involved,  that 
we  are  but  one  people. 
Mr.  J.  Clat.— (  had  entertained  a  hope  that 

-the  call  of  my  colleague  would  have  been  de- 
layed for  a  few  days  longpr,  as  the  documents  we 
liave  received  from  the  Treasury  Department 
have  be^n  but  two  days  on  our  table,  at  least  in 
a  printed  form,  and  as  they  are  calculated  to 
throw  much  light  on  the  subject  before  us.  In 
the  few  remarks  which  I  am  about  to  offer,  I 
•hall  Qot  follow  my  colleague  through  the  detail 
he  has  made  of  the  injuries  and  insults  of  Great 
Britain.  We  all  of  us  well  know  that  the  na- 
tional lla?  has  been  grossly  outraged,  and  the 
national  nonor  violated  by  her.  But  I  do  not 
conceive  that  the  best  mode  of  obtaining  redress 
for  these  wrongs  is  to  do  that  which  will  be  more 
injarious  to  ourselves  than  to  her.  My  objections 
to  ihi«  resolution  are  twofold.  The  first  is,  thai, 
if  carried  into  effect,  it  places  greater  means  of 
injuring  us  in  the  hands  of  our  enemy  than  she 
already  possesses;  dnd  the  second,  that  we  bhall 
not  be  able  to  maintain  the  course  it  points  out 
for  any  length  of  time. 
Bjr  the  resoluiiou  before  as  we  are  prohibited 


from  importing  from  Great  Britain  any  articles, 
however  necessary  or  convenient  they  may  be; 
while,  ar  the  same  time,  we  are  permitted  to  carry 
any  articles  to  her  market.  The  effect  will  be, 
Hhat  while  our  productions  are  accumulating  la 
the  hands  df  the  British  manufacturers  and  mer- 
chants, they  will  have  no' means  of  paying  for 
them ;  and  of  consequence  debts  to  a  Tery  Targe 
amount  will  become  due  from  British  merchants 
10  American  ciiixens.  Even  at  the  present  day, 
1  have  great  doubts  whether  there  are  not  greater 
sums  diie  by  the  merehants  of  Great  Britain  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  than  there  are 
recoverable  debts  due  by  American  citizens  to 
them.  If  so,  what  will  become  of  the  second*  ex- 
fiedient  proposed  to  be  resorted  to  by  my  col- 
league, that  of  sequestration  ?  The  balance  of 
injury,  iirstead  of  being  in  our  favor,  will  be 
against  us.  If  my  colleague  bad  looked  over  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  had 
amended  to  the  amount  of  American  property 
afloat,  he  would  have  seen  that  there  is  not  less 
than  One  hundred  millions  of  dollars  worth  of 
American  property  ut  the  mercy  of  the  cruisers 
of  Britain.  I  believe  that  the  naked  vessels,  inde- 
pendent of  the  products  they  carry,  amount  ia 
value  to  more  than  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  in  exports  and  imports  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions,  of  which  it  is  fair  to  cal- 
culate that  o^ie-third  is  constantly  exposed  on  the 
oceftn.  Of  this  amount  about  forty  millions  is 
carried  on  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Power  with  whom  it  is  proposed  to  cut  off"  inter- 
course. With  this  fact  staring  us  in  the  face, 
would  it  be  politic  to  expose  so  much  property  to 
the  iTetaliation  of  the  British  Ministry?  When 
the  gentleman  spoke  of  the  amount  of  British 
depredations,  he  ousht  to  have  stated  the  amount 
of  those  recently  committed.  I  believe  I  am  not 
very  wrong  in  statine  the  whole  amount  of  Ameri- 
can property  detained  h^  British  cruisers  as  not 
exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars.  On  balaneing, 
therefore  their  interests*  ought  the  United  States 
to  resort  to  measures  of  hostility;  to  measures 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  every  man,  will  justify 
retaliation? 

Besides,  I  would  wish  my  colleague  to  show  as 
how  we  irt  to  be  supplied  with  articles  herelt>- 
fore  derived  from  Grem  Britain.  All  articles  of 
iron  manufacture,  hardware,  of  cotton  and  coarse 
Woollens,  we  are  obliged  to  import  from  that  isl- 
land.  Fro.n  her  East  India  dominions  we  like- 
wise impdrt  a  great  variety  of  useful  articles; 
while  from  her  West  India'  islands  we  import  a 
great  portion  of  one  article,  spirits  which  pays 
one-sixth  of  our  whole  amount  of  duties,  the 
amount  which  we  get  from  her  colonies  will  be 
found  to  be  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 
From  the  same  document  it  appears  that  the 
whole  of  this  article  imported  from  the  British 
dominions  is  consumed  in  the  United  States.  But 
it  is  said  that  we  may  find  a  substitute  for  it.  I 
acknowledge  it.  We  may  find  this  substitute  iu 
the  products  of  our  domestic  distilleries,  which 
pay  no  duties.    Are  we  prepared  to  sacrifice  so 


651 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


552 


H.  OP  R; 


Non-JhnporUUion  ff  Goods  frwn  Great  Britain. 


March  1806. 


large  «  pah  of  ocrrreyenntf  as  is  derived,  from  the 
importatioD  ?  For  it  wilt  be  observed  that  other 
kinds  of  spirits  ate  io  a  great  measure' exported 
from  the  Uaited  States,  while  all  that  we  import 
from  British  tettlements  is  consumed  in  this  coon- 
tryJ  If  the  importation  of  British  manufactares 
u  prohibited,  1  do  not  know  whence  we  are  to  be 
fmrnished  with  the  articles  we  stand  in  need  of. 
It  is  true  that  France  has  some  rising  manu(a&- 
tures,  and  she  ^kes  off  about  a  fourth  part  of  the 
cotton  exported  from  the  United  States.  But  are 
we,  by  this  measure,  to  cut  off  the  market  of  the 
agriculturist  for  this  article  to  the  extent  of 
ninety  thousand  bales  at  present  annually  ex- 
ported to  Great  Britain? 

But  the  great  and  material  injury  to  the  United 
States  will  be  from  the  destruction  of  revenue  oc^ 
easioned  by  this  measure.  •  The  present  revenue 
may  be  estimated  at  $13,000,000,  of  which  the 
sum  of  95;40Q,000  is  paid  on  imjportations  from 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies.  We  have 
an  annual  appropriation  of  9^,000,000  for  the 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic debt.  We  have  been  engaged  in  extinguish- 
ing this  debt  for  near  twenty  years,  and  have  so 
far  succeeded.    ' 

It  is  a  probable  calculation  that  if  we  remain  at 
peace,  and  do  not  cut  off  the  ri|^ht  band  of  our 
revenue,  the-debt  will  be  extinguished  by  the  year 
1816.  To  me  this  is  an  obiect  as  desirable  as  it 
can  be  to  my  colleague.  I  do  not,  therefore,  wish 
to  deprive  the  Government  of  this  large  share  of 
revenue  derived  from  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
ported from  Great  Briuin. 

Aft  to  the  effects  of  this  measure  on  Great  Brit- 
ain, I  might  acknowledge,  if  it  could  be  perma- 
nent, that  it  might  raise  a  clamor  among  her  mer- 
ehants  and  manufacturers,  which  miff ht  induce  the 
Minister  of  that  nation  to  relax  in  the  course  now 
pursued.  But  I  will  appeal  to  any  gentleman 
conversant  with  the  state  of  the  country  from  tke 
year  1702  to^  this  time^  to  say  whether  there  if 
any  probability  of  our  being  able  to  endure  a  non- 
importation of  British  goods  for  any  length  of 
time;  for  more  than  about  six  or  eight  months. 
We  faave  neitber  stock  enough  on  hand,  nor  mux* 
nfactures  -ot  manufacturers  of  our  own  to  enable 
us  to  do  so.  It  is  true  that  our  mant^factures  are 
advancing  surely,  though  slowlv,  and  I  UMy  state 
in  corroboration  of  this  fact,  what  ma]f  not  ffeu- 
•rally  be  known,  that  in  the  city  of  Piuladelphia, 
manufactures  are  now  carried  on  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  they  were  forty  years  ago  in  the  town 
of  Birmingham.  But  can  we,  from  this  source, 
or  from  foreign  markets,  supply  the  great  demand 
of  our  citizens?  No.  There  are  some  articles 
which  we  may  obtain  elsewhere.  Let  us  then 
prohibit  the  importation  of  these  from  Britain. 
Let  us  carry  such  a  system  as  this  into  effect. 
One  which,  as  it  will  do.  us  little  injury,  is  likely 
to  be  permanent,  and  will  therefore  have  a  perma- 
nent influence  on  Great  Britain. 

My  colleague  has  alluded  to  the  measures  taken 
in  the  year  1793.  But  he  will  recollect  that  the 
orders  issVied  by  the  BHtish  Government  at  that 
period  went  mueh  farther  than  the^principle  now 


set  up.  Besides,  in  1703,  the  spirit  of  this  coun- 
try was  very  different  from  that  which  now  pre- 
vails. The  Revolution  Of  France  had,  at  that 
time,  rekindled  the  enthusiasm  of  our  own  Revo- 
lution, and  I  believe  I  shall  not  be  incorrect  in 
saying  that  a  majority-  of  our  citizens  were  in 
favor  of  drawing  the  sword  in  favor  of  France* 
I  ask,  if  that  is  the  case  now  ?  If  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  America  are  ready  to  take  part  with 
the  Emperor  Napoleon?  And,  notwithstanding 
the  measures  then  taken,  in  1704  we  concluded  a 
treaty  vdiich  sacrificed  everything  we  had  eon- 
tended  for.  and  for  which  I  believe  my  eoUeagoe 
voted,  at  least  for  appropriations  to  carry  it  into 
operation.  If  this  was  the  issue  of  violent  meas- 
ures, I  am  not  now  for  taking  them.  I  am  not 
for  taking  measures  which  mycolleagueaays  will 
strike  at  the  vitals  of  Great  BritaicL  but  which, 
he  says  at  the  same  time,  will  no^  oe  a  cauee  of 
war.  I  am,  on  the  contrary,  in  favor  of  such 
measures  as  we  are  able  to  carry  into  effect,  and 
which  may  be  adopted  without  permanent  injury 
to  ourselves. 

Mr.  CnowNmaHiBLB, — The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  has  last  spoken,. regrets  that 
this  subject  has  been  taken  up  so  soon,  but  I  re- 
gtet  it  has  not  been  taken  up  an  earlier  period. 
Although,  after  I  found  certain  information  called 
for,  I  moved  for  other  documents,  calculated  to 
shed  further  light  on  the  subject,  yet  I  then  said, 
and  I  am  still  convinced  that  this  information 
could  not  influence  my  decision  on  the  subject 
under  consideration.  The  dociunents  called  for 
are,  however,  now  before  us,  and  it  appears  that 
the  balance  of  trade  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  is  from  eleven  tQ  twelre  mil- 
lions against  us.  This  difference  we  are  obliged 
to  make  up  by  remittances  in  cash  or  bUb:  from 
other  countries;  when,  if  we  did  not  purchase  of 
her  more  than  we  sell  to  her,  we  should  not  owe 
this  annual  balance,  and  the  amount  would  sure- 
ly be  returned  to  the  United  States,  very  probably 
in  cash,  as  a  balance  in  our  favor  from  other  Eu- 
roi)ean  nations.  The  trade,  therefore,  with  Great 
Britain^  so  far  as  relates  <o  the  balance,  is  diaad- 
vantaffeous  to  us.  The  gentleman  fromPennsTlva- 
nia  (Mr.  Clat)  thinks  that  this  resolution  will  ma* 
terially  injure  us,  while  it  will  inflict  Utde  injury 
on  Gkeat  Britain.  But  there  oan  be  n6  4oubl  the 
measure  it  contemplates  will  injure  Great  Britain 
vastly  more  tban  it  wilt  injure  us.  Great  Britain 
has,  without  any  cause  whatever,  condemned  our 
vessels  engaged  in  the  earrii^  of  colonial  pro- 
ductionS)  the  honafide  property  of  American  cid- 
zeas.  The  gentleman  ^  acknowledged  that 
these  captures  may  amount  to  six  millions^  of  dol> 
lars.  I  do  not  know  the  amount,  but  if  the  adju- 
dications cominue,  I  believe  it  will  soon  exceed 
that  sum.  But  if  the  amount  did  not  exceed  one 
million,  we  %xk  bound  in  duty  to  proMct  our  mer- 
chants. The.  gentleman,  in  his  remarks,  goes  on 
the  calculation  that  Great  Britain  will  go  to  war 
with  us  if  we  adopt  this  resolution.  But  I  have 
no  such  idea.  If,  however,  I  held  that  opinion,  I 
should  not  on  that  account  withhold  my  approba- 
tion from  it.    Because  I  believe  if  a  war  should 
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take  plaoe>  the  United  States  will  hare  a  ffreat 
ad?aiitage  6ver  Qfeat  Britain;  We  abould  be 
able,  in  that  event,  to  fit  out  a  great  number  of 
privateers,  and  we  should  make  two  captures  to 
their  one.  If  a  war  should  uke  place,  which  I 
^o  not  hesitate  to  say  I  should  greatly  deprecate, 
we  should  take  twice  as  much  of  their  property 
as  they  would  uke  of  ours.  But  we  are  not,  by 
the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  about  to  enter  Into 
war  with  Great  Britain.  No  such  thing  is  in  the 
contemplation  of  any  gentleman.  We  are  merely 
about  to  prohibit  the  imporiatioB  of  British  goods 
ia  consequence  of  her  having  seized  our  vessels 
engaged  in  oarryine  on  a  lawful  commerce,  and 
in  consequence  of  her  seizure  of  American  citi- 
zens ynrotected  by  the  Ame^can  flag*    • 

With  r^ard  to  the  measure  contemplated  by 
the  resolution,  I  hope^that  Qrleat  Britain  wiU  not 
permit  it  to  go  into  operation ;  that  she  will,  en 
the  contrary^  on  ^mature  reflection,  give  us  back 
the  property  she  has  wrongfully  taken  from  us.  and 
liberate  opr  seamen  from  dio  captivity  in  which 
she  detains  them. 

With  regard  to  the  observation  of  the  gentl?*- 
man,  relative  to  our  inability  to  supply  ourselves 
with  the  goods  we  get  from  her  settlements  in  the 
Bast  Indies^  I  think  it  proper  to  observe  that  they 
may  be  obtained  from  other,  colonies  in  that  quar<- 
ter ;  and  as  to  spirit^  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  our 
getting  a  sufficient  quantity  of  spirits,  notwith- 
standing the  adoption  of  this  resolacion.  But 
suppose  wft^could  not  obtain  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  rum,  or  manufactured  articles  for  our  ordinary 
supply,  and  the  revenue  should  be  therein  affeeb* 
ed  tor  a  time.  We  ought  not  to  be  governed  by 
this  eonsidemtiott*  Bat  I  believe.  Uie  industry 
and  enterprise  of  our  merchants' would  soon  ob* 
tain  from  other  markets,  a  sufficient  supply  of 
every  article,  woollen  goods,  perhaps,  excepted. 

In  November,  1793,  Great  Britain  adopted  a 
similar  principle  with  regard  to  the  colonial  trade, 
except  that  the  orders  issu^  at  that  time  went 
further  than  the  present  principle.  In  conse- 
quence of  these  orders  foUr  or  five  hundred  of  our 
vessels  were  seized.  Every  one  knows  the  con* 
duet  of  the  American  Gb  vemment  at  that  time.  A 
treaty  was  finally  made  in  which  Great  Britain  pro- 
mised to  p^y  for  the  aggressions  committed  by  her 
▼essels  on  neutral  rights.  But  nearly  ten  years  elaps- 
ed before  our  merchants  received  compensation  for 
their  losses.  This  principle  slept  till  1801.  Great 
Britain  did  not  find  it  convenient  to  call  it  again 
into  existence  before  that  time.    It  then  appears 

a  a  correspondence  between  Mr*  King,  then  our 
ittister  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  Lord 
Hawkesbury;  that  she  attempted  to  renew  it  at  thb 
time.  Mr<  King,  however,  remonstrated;  and  he 
finally  received  a  -note  from  Lord  Hawkesbury^ 
who  had  referred  the.  subject  to  the  Attorney 
Oenerai  of  Great.  Britain,  admitting  that  the  sei- 
zure, under  this  principle,  was  not  warrantable. 
The  opinion  is  this:  that  the  neutral  has  a  ri^t 
to  carry  on  a  cemnierce  with  the  enemies'  colonies. 
Thnt  the  contipuity  of  the  vovag6  is  broken 
when  the  return  caiji^o  is  landea  inthe  neutral 
•coontry,  and  has  paid  duties  there,  and  that  the 


goods  can  afterwards  be  safbly  transported  to 
any  belligerent  country  in  Europe,  in  the  same 
bottom  on  which  they  were  originally  imported| 
or  on  any  other  neutral  bottom  whatever.  This 
appears  to  h^ve  settled  the  question,  and  numer^ 
ous  decisions  in  Bngland  both  before  and  since 
that  time  have  confirmed  the  principle  as a*borrect 
one.  But  notwithstandinjr  all  this,  tabur  aston* 
ishment,  jthe  same  adjudications  have  been  re- 
newed, and  the  same  principle,  considered  as  aban- 
doned last  war,  is  now  revived.  In  the  early  part 
•of  the  last  summer  we  find  it  once  more  brought 
into  existence,  and  the  following  case  wu  made 
use  of^  as  a  fit  pretext,  to  warrant  the  new  cap- 
tures which  were  intended  shoold  be  made  under 
this  extraordinary  decision  of  the  court  of  appeals : 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  late  war  which  was  ter- 
minated by  th^  treaty  of  Amiens,  an  American 
vessel  was  carried  into  the  Ishind  of  New  Provi- 
dence, and  adjudicated.  An  appeal  was  carried 
to  Great  Britain,  where  the  condemnation  was  af^ 
firmed  on  the  ground  that  she  was  carrying  on  a 
trade  during  war  which  was  not  allowed  in  time 
of  peace.  Undec  this  decision  the  cruisers  of 
Great  Britain  have  seized  a  great  number  of 
other  TCssds.  I  know  this  case  particularly.  The 
vessel  I  have  referred  to,  was  the  Bssex,  Captain 
Orne*  There  was  a  direct  importation  of  her 
cargo  into  Saletn,  inMassachusetu^  aftar  remain* 
ing  stored  three  or  four  weeks,  the  duties  having 
been  paid,  it  was  shipped  for  the  Havana.  On 
her  passage  to  Havana,  she  was  seized,  and  ad- 
judicated, in  New  Providence.  There  was  an 
appeal,  and  after  remaining  nearly  four  years  un- 
decided, the  judgment  is  at  last  eoofirmea  in  Bng- 
land,  and  the  capture  of  American  vessels  com- 
mences; Can  we  put  up  with  such  decisionsi 
Can  we  agr^e  to  them?  If  this  principle  be  al- 
lowed, I  desire  to  know  whether  tne  whole  carry- 
ing trade  of  the  United  States  will  npt  eventn- 
alfy  be  sacrificed?  By  the  carrying  trade,  I  mean 
the  direct  tmde  to  and  from  the  colonies,  as  well 
as  to  Burope.  If  we  acouiesce  in  their  capturing 
a  part,  Great  Britain  will  extend  her  captures  stiU 
further,  and  make  a  sweep  of  our  whole  trade. 
For  my  jpart,  I  am  not  willing  to  make  this  sac- 
rifice; it  it  were  no  more  than  a  million  I  could 
not  agree  to  it. 

As  to  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  that  too 
is  a  subject  of  most  serious  complaint.  We  have 
called  for  a  document  on  this  point,  which  unfor- 
tunately is  not  yet  on  our  tables.  It  is  so  exten* 
sive,  and  the  information  drawn  from  such  vari- 
ous sources,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  has  not 
yet  been  able  to  present.it.  We  have,  however, 
understood,  that  the  number  of  our  imprened 
seamen  amounu  ta  above  3)000.  Daring  the  last 
war  Great  BriMiin  impressed  upwards  of  2,000  of 
oar  seamen^  of  which  she  restored  1,300,  proved 
to  be  American,  and  800  remained  in  her  posses- 
sion at  the  peace.  In  the  short  period  of  two 
years  she  has  impressed  3,000  seamen.  I  believe 
(hat  we  are  bound,  by  all  pesceaUe  means,  to  ob- 
tain the  liberation  of  these  men.  Lately,  one  of 
our  frigates  was  shipwrecked  off  Tripoli,  and  300 
men  taken  captives.    We  immediately  passed  m 


656 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


666 


H.  OP  R. 


Non'InupoTtatitm  of  -Ooodsfrom  Great  Britain, 


March,  1806. 


new  appropriation  bill,  and  seot  out  several  ad- 
ditioDM I  frigates.  The  affair  has  terminated  bon- 
Drably  to  our  couotryf  and  our  seamen  are  released. 
Will  we  not  now  do  as  much  for  3,000  seamen, 
as  we  then  did  for  300,  which  are  but  a  tenth 
part?  After  the  course  we  are  now  taking, 
should  Britain  persist  in  her  captures  and  in  her 
oppressive  treatment  of  our  seamen,  and  refuse  to 
give  them  up,  i  would  not  hesitate  to  meet  her. 
IB  war.  But,  as  I  observed  before,  I  donot  believe 
Great  Britain  will  go  to  war.  Our  trade  is  too 
val^uable  to  her.  She  knows,  too,  that  in  such  an 
event  ahe  will  Lose  her  Bastem  priivince^.  The 
States  of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  will  ask  no 
other  assistance  than  their  own  miiiiia  to  take 
Ganada  and  ,Nova  Scotia;  Some  of  her  West 
lodia  islands 'will  likewise  fall.  She  knows  also 
other  things.  Her  subjects  own  sixteen  millions 
of  the  old  public  debt- of  the  United  States^  eight 
millions  ot  the  Louisiana  stock,  and  tt\ree  or  four 
millions  bank  stock,  i^nd  have  private  debts  to  the 
amnunt  of  ten  or  twelve  millions;  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  nearly  forty  millions  of  dollars. 
Will  Great  Britain,  by  going  to  war,  risk  her  pro* 
viaces,  aad  this  large  amount  of  property?  I 
think  she  wiU  not  put  ramnch  to  hazard.  I  be* 
Jieve  she  will  take  no  cither  steps  than  are  usual 
with  regard  to  neutral  trade.  As  I  said  before, 
the  risk  of  a  contrary  course  will  be  too  great. 
Her  Minister  is  now  trying  a  system,  the  contin* 
nance  in  which  will  depend  on  us.  He  meana  tp 
aee  how  much  we  can  b«ar.  ^  By  this  step  we  shall 
put  an  end  to  it.  If,  before  it  ^oes  intb  effect,  we 
give  him  time  to  reflect,  he  will,  rather  than  ex* 
perience  the  injury  that  menacea  his  country,  ^y 
for  the  property  that  has  been  condemned,  and 
release  our  seamen*  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  viewitt|^  the  resolution  ms  a  pacific  measure, 
I  hope  it  will  be  adopted  unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  Ranuolph. — I  am  extr«*mely  afraid,  sir, 
that  80  far  as  it  may  depend  on  my  acquaintance 
with  details  connected  with  the  subject,  I  have 
Tery  little  right  to  address  you.  for  in  truth,  I  have 
not  yet  seen  the  documents  from  the  Treasury, 
which  were  called  for  some  time  ago,  to  direct 
the  judgment  of  this  House  in  the  decision  of  the 
questtoD  now  before  you ;  and,  indeed  after  what 
I  have  this  day  heard,  1  no  longer  require  that 
document  or  any  other  documeni-^indeed  I  do 
not  know  thai  I  ever  should  have  required  it — to 
TOte  on  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn* 
sylvunia.  If  I  had  eoteriained  any  doub<s  they 
would  have  been  removed  by  the  style  in  which 
the  friends  of  the  resolution  have  this  morning 
discussed  it.  I  am  perfectly  aware,  that  on  ea^ 
taring  upon  this  subject,  we  go  into  it  manacled, 
handcuffed,  and  tongue-tied ;  gentlemen  know  that 
our  lips  are  sealed^  on  subjects  of  momentous  for- 
eign relations,  which  are  indisftolubly  linked  with 
the  present  question,  and  which  would  serve  to 
throw  a  great  light  on  it  in  every  respect  relevant 
to  it.  I  will,  however,  endeavor  to  bubble  over 
the  subject,  as  well  as  my  fettered  limbs  and  pal- 
aled  tongue  will  enable  me  to  do  it. 

I  am  not  surprised  to  hear  this  resolution  dia- 
coaaed  by  ita  frienda  aa  a  war  measure.    They  say 


(it  is  true)  that  it  is  not  a  war  measure;  but  they 
defend  it  on  principles  which  would  justify  none 
but  war  measures,  and  seem  pleased  with  the 
idea  that  it  may  prove  the  forerunner  of  war.  if 
war  is  necessary — if  we  have  reached  this  point- 
let  u^  have  war.'  But  while  I  have  life,  I  wtLL 
never  consent  to  theve  incipent  war  measurea, 
which,  in  their  commencement  breathe  nothing 
but  peace,  though  they  plunge  at  last  into  war.. 
It  has  been  well  observed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  behind  me  (Mr.  J.  Clay)  that  the 
situation  of  this,  nation  in  1793,  was  in  every  re- 
spect different  from  that  in  which  it  finda  itself  in 
1806.  Let  me  ask,  too,  if  the  situation  of  fiog- 
land  is  not  since  materially  changed?  Gentle* 
men  who,  it  would  appear  from  their  language^ 
have  not  got  beyond  the  horn-book  of  politics,, 
talk  of  our  ability  to  cope  with  the  British  navy,, 
and  tell  us  of  the  war  of  our  Revolution.  What 
waa  the  situiltion  joi  Great  Britain  then?  She 
was  then  coptending  for  the  empire  of  theBriUsi^ 
channel,  barely  able  to  maintain  a  doubtful  equal- 
ity with  her  enemies,  over  whom  she  never  gained 
the  Huperiority  until  Rodney's  victory  of  the  twelfth 
of  A  pril.  What  is  her  present  situation  ?  The 
combined  fleets.of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  are 
dissipated,  they  ik>  longer  exist  I  am  not  sur- 
prised to  bear  men  advocate  these  wild.  opinioiM). 
to  aee  them  goaded  on  by  a  spirit  of  mercantile- 
avarice,  at  raining  their  feeble  strength  to  excite 
the  nation  to  war.  when  they  have  reached  thia 
stage  of  infatuation,  that  we  are  an  over-match 
for  Great  Britain  on  the  ocean.  It  is  mere  wa^te 
of  lime  to  reason  with  such  persons.  They  do 
not  deserve  anything  like  serious  refutation.  The 
proper  arguments  for  such  statesmen  are  a  straight 
waistcoat,  a  dark  room,  water  gruel,  and  depletion.. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  there  are 
three  points  to  be  conaidered,  and  maturely  con- 
sidered, before  we  can  be  prepared  to  vote  tor  the 
reaolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  r 
First.  Our  ability  to  contend  with  Great  Britain 
for  the  question  in  dispute:  Secondly.  The  policy 
of  such  a  contest:  Thirdly,  in  case  both  these 
shall  be  settled  affirmatively,  the  manner  in  which, 
we  can,  with  the  greateat  effect,  re-act  upon  and 
annoy  our  adversary. 

Now  the  gentleman  from  Massachuaetts  (Mr- 
CROWNtNSHieLo)  has  settled  at  a  single  aweep^ 
to  use  one  of  his  favorite  expressions,  not  only  that 
we  are  capable  of  contending  with  Great  Britain 
on  the  ocean,  but  that  we  are  actually  her  aupe* 
rior.  Whence  does  the  gentleman  aeduce  this 
inference?  Because,  truly,  at  that  time  when 
Great  Britain  was  not  mistress  of  the  ocean,  when 
a  North  was  her  prime* miniatcr,  a  Sandwich  the 
first  lord  of  her  admiralty,  when  she  wa^  governed 
by  a  counting-house  admiinistraiion,  privaieera  of 
til  is  country  trespassed  on  her  commerce!  So,  too, 
did  the  cruisers  of  Dunkirk ;  at  that  day  Suffrein 
held  the.  mastery  of  tne  Indian  seask  But  what  is 
the  case  now?  Do  gentlemen  remember  the  cap- 
ture of  Cornwaliis  on  land,  because  De  Grasse- 
mainiained  the  dominion  of  the  ocean  ?  To  my 
mind  no  pohition  is  more  clear,  than  that  if  we  go^ 
to  war  with  Great  Britain,  Charleston  and  Boaton,. 
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the  Chesapeake  aod  the  Htldsoo,  will  be  invested 
by  British  f^quadrons.  Will  you  call  oo  the  Count 
De  Grasse  to  relieve  ihem,  or  shall  we  apply  to 
Admiral  Gravina.  or  Admiral  VilleoeuTe  lo  raise 
the  blockade?  But  you  have  not  only  a  prospect 
of  leathering  glory,  and  w^iat  seems  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachu^ietts,  mQch  dearer,  profit,  by^ 
privateering,  but  you  will  b^  able  to  make  a  con- 
quest of  Canada  aod  Nova  Scotia.  Indeed!  Then, 
air,  we  shall  catch  a  Tartar.  I  confess,  however, 
I  have'no  desire  to  see  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
s^tatives  of  the  Canadian  French,  or  of  the 
tories  and  refugees  of  Nova  Scotia,  sitting  on  this 
floor  or  that  of  the  other  House-*— to  see  them 
becoming  membera  of  the  Union,  and  paricipa- 
ting  equally  in  our  political  rights.  And  on  what 
other  principle' wotild  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts be  for  incorporating  those  provinces  with 
us?  Or  on  what  other  principle  could  it  be  done 
under  the  ConstiiQtion  ?  If  the  gentleman  has 
DO  other  bounty  to  offer  us  for  going  to  war,  than 
the  incorporation  of  Canadfl  and  Nova  Scotia  with 
the  United  States,  I  am  for  remaining:  at  peace. 

What  is^ the  question  in  dispute?  The  carrying 
trade.  What  part  of  it?  The  fair,  the  honest,  and 
tbe  useful  trade  that  is  engflged  in  carrying  our 
own  productioos  to  foreign  markets,  and  bringing 
back  their  productions  in  exchange?  No,  sir.  It 
is  that  carjrying 'trade  tvhich  covers  enemy's  prop- 
erty, and  carries  the  coffee,  the  sugar,  and  other 
West;  India  products,  to  the  mother  country.  No, 
sir,  if  this  great  agricultural  nation  is  to  be  gov- 
erned by  Salem  and  Boston,  New  York  and  Phil- 
adelphia, and  Baltimore  and  Norfolk  and  Char- 
leiiCon,  let  gentlemen  come  out  acKl  nay  so;  and 
IcK  a  committee  of  public  safety  be  appointed  from 
those  towns  to  carry  on  the  Qovernroent.  I,  for 
one,  will  not  noongage  my  property  and  my  lib- 
erty, to  carry  on  this  trade.  The  nation  said  so 
seven  years  ago-^I  said  so  then,  and  I  say  «o  now. 
Ii  18  not  for  the  honest  carrying  trad^of  America, 
bfit  ibr  this  mushroom,  this  fungus  of  war — for  a 
trade  which,  as  soon-asthe  nations  of  Europe  are  at 
peace,  will  no  longer  exist,  it  is  for  this  that  the 
spirit  of  avaricious  traffic  would  plunge  us  into 
war. 

I  am  forcibly  struck  on  this  occasion  by  the  re- 
collection of  a  remark  made  by  one  of  the  ablest 
(if  not  the  hooestest)  Ministers  that  England  ever 
produced.  I  mean  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  said 
that  the  country  gentlemen  (poor  meek  souls!) 
came  up  every  year  to  be  sheared — that  they  laid 
mute  and  patiei>t  whilst  their  fleeces  were  taking 
oS— but  that  if  he  touched  a  single  brivtle  of  tbe 
commercial  interest,  the  whole  stye  was  in  anup- 
roarr  It  was  indeed  shearing  the  hog — ^*  great  cry 
and  little  wool." 

But  we  are  asked*  are  we  Willing  to  bend  the 
neck  to  Soglacd ;  to  submit  to  her  outrages  ?  No, 
air.  I  answer,  that  it  will  be  time  enough  for  us  to 
vindicate  the' violation  of  our  fl<ig  on  the  ocean, 
-when  they  t^hall  have  told  us  what  they  have  done 
ill- resentment  of  the  violation  of  the  actual  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  by  Spain — the  true  ter- 
hiory  of  the  United  States,  nor  your  new-fartsrled 
cottotry  over  the  Mississippi,  bat  the  good  old  Uni- 


ted Sutes — part  of  Georgia,  of  the  old  thirteen 
States — where  citizens  have  been  taken,  not  from 
our  ships,  but  from  our' actual  territory.  When 
gentlemen  have  taken  the  padlock  from  our  mouths, 
I  shall  be  ready  to  tell  them  what  I  will  do,  rela- 
tive to  our  dispute  with  Britain,  on  th^  law  of  na« 
tions,  on  contraband,  and  such  stuff. 

I  b^ve  another  objection  to  this  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. Great  Britain,  when  she  sees  it,  will  say 
the  American  people  have  ffreat  cause  of  dissatis-^ 
faction  with  Spain.  She  will  see  by  the  docament» 
furnished  by  the  President,  that  Spain  has  outraged 
our  territory,  pirated  upon  our  commerce,  and  im- 
prisoned onr citizens;  and  she  will  inquire  what 
we  have  done?  It  is  true,  she  will  receive  no- 
answer,  but  she  must  know  what  we  have  not  done* 
She  will  See  that  we  have  not  repelled  these  out- 
rages, nor  made  any  addition  to  our  army  and  navy 
— nor  even  classed  the  militia.  No,  sir  not  one 
of  your  militia  generals  in  polities  has  marshalled 
a  single  brigade. 

Although  I  have  said  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  answer  the  question  which  gentlemen  have  put 
to  me  when  they  shall  have  answered  mine,  yet  - 
as  I  do  not- like  lonff  prorogations  I  will  give  them  * 
an  answer  now.    I  will  never  consent  to  go  to 
war  for  that  which  I  cannot  protect.    I  deem  it 
no  sacrifice  of  dignity  to  say  to  the  Leviathan  of 
the  deep — we  are  unable  to  contend  with  yon  in 
your  own  element,  but  if  you  come  within  our 
actual  limits  we  will  shed  otir  last  drop  of  blood  ^ 
in  their  defence.    In  such  an  event  I  would  feel,  • 
not  reason,  and  obey  an  impulse  which  never  has, 
which  never  can  deceive  me. 

France  is  at  war  with  England— suppose  her 
power  on  the  continent  of  Europe  no  greater  than 
It  is  on  ^be  opean.  How  would  she  make  her  e|^« 
emy  feel  it  ?  There  would  be  a  perfect  non-con-  . 
doctor  between  them.  So  with  the  United  States  ' 
and  Enghind-^she  scarcely  presents  to  us  a  vul- 
nerable point  Her  commerce  is  now  carried  on* 
for  the  most  part  in  fleets — where  in  single  ships 
they  are  stout  and  well  armed'—very  different  from 
the  state  of  her  trade  during  tbe  American  war, 
when  her  merchantmen  became  the  prey  of  paltry 
privateers.  Great  Britain  has  been  too  lon^  at 
war  with  the  three  most  powerful  maritime  nations 
of  Europe  not  to  have  learnt  how  to  protect  her 
trade.  She  can  afford  convoy  to  it  all — she  has 
eight  hundred  ships  in  commission,  the  navies  of 
her  enemies  are  annihilated.  Thus  this  war  has 
presented  the  nev^  and  curious  political  spectacle 
of  a  regular  annual  increase  (and  to  an  immense 
amount)  of  her  imnorts  and  exports,  and  tonnage 
and  revenue,  and  all  the  insignia  of  accumulating 
wealth,  whilst  in  every  former  war,  without  ex- 
ception, these  have  suffered  a  greater  or  less  dim- 
inution. And  wherefore?  Because  she  has  driven 
France,  Spain, and  Holland  from  the  ocean.  Their 
marine  is  no  more.  I  verily  believe  that  ten  En- 
glish ships-ofthe-Unewoukl  not  decline  a  meeting 
with  the  combined  fleets  of  those  nations.  I  fore- 
warn the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  and  his 
constituents  of  Salem,  that  all  their  golden  hopes 
ace  vain.  I  forewarn  them  of  the  exposure  of  their 
trade  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  (or  now 
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doubling  it)  to  capcare  and  confiscation — of  their 
nnprotected  seaoort  town»,  exposed  to  contribu- 
tion or  bombardment.  Are  we  to  be  legislated 
into  war  by  a  set  of  men,  who  in  six  weeks  after 
its  commencement  may  be  compelled  to  take  ref- 
uge with  us  up  in  the  country  ?  And  for  what  ? 
A  mere  fungus — a  mushroom  production  of  xyar 
in  Europe,  which  will  disappear  with  the  first  re- 
turn of  peace — an  unfair  trade.  For  is  there  a  man 
80  credulous  as  to  believe  that  we  possess  a  capital 
not  only  equal  to  wbat  may  be  called  our  ow^ 
proper  tiade^  but  large  enough  also  to  transmit  to 
the  respective  parent  Slates  the  yast  and  wealthy 
producu  of  the  French,  Spanisb  and  Dutch  colo- 
nies? It  is  beyond  the  belief  of  any  rational  being. 
But  this  is  not  my  only  objection  to  entering  upon 
this  naval  warfare;  I  am  averse  to  a  naval  war  with 
any  nation  whatever.  I  was  opposed  to  the  naval 
war  of  the  last  Administration,  and  I  am  as  ready 
to  oppose  a  naval  war  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion, should  they  meditate  such  a  measure.  What ! 
■hall  this  great  mammoth  of  the  American  forest 
leave  his  native  element  and  plunge  into  the  water 
in  a  mad  contest  with  the  shark?  Let  him-  beware 
that  his  proboscis  is  not  bitten  off  in  the  engage- 
ment. Let  him  stay  on  shore,  and  not  l^e  excited 
by  the  muscles  and  periwinkles  on  the  strand,  or 
political  bears,  in  a  Wt  to  venture  on  the  perils 
of  the  deq>.  Gentlemen  say  will  you  not  protect 
your  violated  rights  ?  and  I  say  why  take  to  water, 
where  you  can  neither  fight  nor  swim.  Look  at 
France — see  her  vessels  stealing  from  port  to  port 
on  her  own  coast—and  remember  that  she  is  the 
first  military  Power  of  the  earth,  and  as  a  naval 
people  second  only  to  England.  Take  away  the 
British  navy,  and  France  to-morrow  is  the  tyrant 
of  the  ocean. 

This  brinp  me  to  the  second  point.  How  far 
is  it  politic  in  the  United  States  to  throw  their 
weight  into  the  sc^e  of  France  at  this  moment, 
from  whatever  motive—to  aid  the  views  of  her 
gigantic  ambition — to  make  her  mutress  of  the 
sea  and  land — to  jeopardize  the  liberties  of  man- 
kind? Sir,  you  may  help  to  crush  Great  Britain, 
you  may  assist  in  breaking  down  her  naval  do- 
minion, but  you  cannot  succeed  to  it.  The  iron 
•oeptre  of  the  ocean  will  pass  into  his  hands  who 
wears  the  iron  crown  of' the  land.  You  may 
then  expect  a  new  code  of  maritime  law.  Where 
will  you  look  for  redress  ?  I  can  tell  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  that  there  is  nothing  in 
his  rule  of  three  that  will  save  us,  even  although 
he  should  out-do  himself,  and  exceed  the  financial 
ingenuity  which  he  so  memorably  displayed  on  a 
recent  occasion.  No.  sir,  let  the  battle  of  Actium 
be  once  fought,  and  the  whole  line  of  seacoast 
will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror.  The  At- 
lantic, deep  and  wide  as  it  is,  will  prove  just  as 
good  a  barrier  against  his  ambition,  if  directed 
against  you,  as  the  Mediterranean  to  the  power  of 
the  Cesars.  Do  I  mean  (when  I  say  so)  to  crouch 
to  the  invader?  No!  I  will  meet  him  at  the 
water's  edge,  and  fight  every  inch  of  ground  from 
thence  to  the  mouniains — irom  the  mountains  to 
the  Mississij^L  But  after  tamely  submitting  tp 
an  outrage  on  your  domicile  will  you  bully  and 


look  big  at  an  insult  on  your  flag  three  thousand 
miles  on  ? 

But,  sir,  I  have  yet  a  more  cogent  reason  against 
going  to  war,  for  the  honor  of  the  flag  in  the  nar- 
row seas,  or  any  other  maritime  punctilio.  It 
springs  from  my  attachment  to  the  Guv^ rnment 
under  which  I  live.  1  declare,  in  the  face  of  day, 
that  this  Government  waa  not  instituted  for  the 
purposes  of  offensive  war.  No  1  It  was  framed 
(to  use  its  own  language)  "  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  the  general  welfare,"  which  are  incon- 
sistent with  offeuMVe  war.  I  call  that  offensive 
war,  which  goes  out  of  our  jurisdiction  and  lim- 
its for  the  attainment  or  protection  of  objects,  not 
within  those  iimi(s,  and  that  jurisdiction.  As  ia 
1798  I  was  opposed  to  this  species  of  warfare,  be- 
cause I  believed  it  would  raze  the  Constitution  to 
its  very  foundation — so,  in  1806, 1  am  opposed  to 
it,  and  on  the  same  grounds.  No  sooner  do  you 
put  the  Constitution  to  this  use — to  a  test  which 
rt  is  by  no  meana  calculated  to  endure — than  its 
incompetency  become^  manifest,  and  apparent  to 
all.  I  fear  if  you  go  into  albreign  war,  for  a  cir- 
cuitous, unfair  carrying  trade,  you  will  come  out 
without  your  Constitution.  Have  not  you  con- 
tractors enough  yet  in  this  House?  Or,  do  you 
want  to  be  overrun  and  devoured  by  commissaries, 
and  all  the  vermin  of  contract  ?  I  fear,  sir,  that 
what  are  called  "  the  energy  men"  will  rise  up 
affain— men  who  will  burn  the  parchment.  We 
shall  be  told  that  our  Government  is  too  free ;  or, 
as  they  would  say,  weak  and  inefficient.  Much 
virtue,  sir,  in  terms  1  That  we  must  give  the  Pres- 
ident power  to  call  forth  the  resources  of  the  na- 
tion. That  is,  to  filch  the  last  shilling  from  our 
pockets — to  drain  the  last  drop  of  bloc3  from  our 
veins.  I  am  against^i  ving  this  power  to  any  man, 
be  he  who  he  may.  The  American  people  must 
either  withhold  this  power,  or  resign  their  Ubertiea. 
There  is  no  other  alternative.  Nothing  but  the 
most  imoerioos  necessity  will  justify  such  a  grant. 
And  is  there  a  powerful  enemy  at  our  doors  ?  You 
may  begin  with  a  First  ConsiU.  From  that  chry- 
salis state  he  soon  becomes  an  Emperor.  You 
have  your  choice.  It  depends  upon  your  election 
whether  you  will  be  a  free,  happy,  and  united  peo- 
ple at  home,  or  the  light  of  your  Executive  Maj- 
esty shall  beam  acroes  the  Atlantic  in  one  general 
blaxe  of  the  public  liberty. 

For  my  oart,  1  will  neter  go  to  war  but  in  self- 
defence.  I  have  no  desire  for  conquests — no  am- 
bition to  possess  Nova  Scotia.  I  hold  the  liberties 
of  this  people  at  a  higher  rate.  Much  more 
ai9  I  indisposed  to  war,  when,  among  the  first 
means  for  carryioff  it  on,  I«ee  gentlemen  propose 
the  confiscation  of  debts  due  by  Government  to 
individuals.  Does  a  bona  fide  creditor  know  who 
holds  his  paper  ?  Dare  any  honest  man  ask  him- 
self the  question  ?  'Tis  hard  to  say  whether  such 
pripcipiesare  more  detestably  dishonest,  than  ihey 
are  weak  and  foolish.  What,  sir,  will  you  %o 
about  with  proposals  for  opening  a  loan  in  one 
hand,  and  a  sponge  for  the  national  debt  in  the 
other  ?  If,  on  a  late  occasion,  you  could  not  bor- 
row at  a  less  rate  of  interest  than  eight  per  cent., 
when  the  Government  avowed  that  they  would 
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pay  to  the  last  shilling  of  the  public  ability,  at 
what  price  do  you  expect  to  raise  money  wi(h  an 
arowal  of  these  nefarious  opinions  ?  God  help 
you,  if  these  are  your  ways  and  means  for  carry- 
ing on  war !  if  your  finances  are  in  the  hands  of 
such  a  Chancellor  of  the  Excheauer.  Because  a 
man  can  take  a&  obBerTation,ana  keep  a  log-book 
and  a  reckoning;  can  navigate  a  cockrboat  to  the 
West  Indies,  or  the  East,  shall  he  aspire  to  nari- 
sate  the  great  vessel  of  State^to  stand  at  the 
helm  of  public  councils  ?  Ne  wtUor  uUra  crepidam. 
What  are  you  going  to  wfir  for  1  For  the  oaAryiog 
trade?  Already  you  poness  seven-eighths  of  it. 
What  is  the  object  in  dispute?  The  fair,  honest 
trade^  that  exchanges  the  product  of  our  soil  for 
foreign  articles  for  home  consumption  ?  Not  at  all. 
You  are  called  upon  to  sacrifice  this  necessary 
branch  of  your  navigation,  and  the  great  agricul- 
tural intere8t-*-whose  handmaid  it  is^-'to  jeop- 
ardise your  best  interests  for  a  circuitous  com- 
merce, for  the  fraudulent  protection  of  belligerent 
property  under  your  neutral  flag[«  Will  you  be 
goaded,  by  the  dreaming  calculations  of  insatiate 
avarice^  to  stake  your  all  for  the  protection  of  this 
trade  ?  I  do  not  sneak  of  the  probable  effects  of 
war  on  the  price  or  our  produce.  Severely  as  we 
muat  feel,  we  may  scuffle  through  it.  I  speak 
of  its  reaction  on  the  Constitution.  You  vmy 
go  to  war  for  this  excrescence  of  the  carrying 
trmde,  and  make  peace  at  the  expense  of  the  Con- 
stilutino.  Your  Executive  will  lord  it  over  you,  * 
and  you  must  make  the  best  terms  with  the  con- 
queror that  you  caa.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Penneylvania  (Mr.  Grboo)  tells  you  tliat  he  is  for 
actings  in  this,  as  in  all  things,  unmflueneed  by  the 
opinion  of  any  Minister  whatever — foreign,  or,  I 
presume,  dcmiestic*  On  this  point  I  am  willing 
to  meet  the  gentleman*-«m  unwilling  to  be  dic- 
tated to  by  any  Minister,  at  home  or  abroad.  Is  he 
willing  to  act  on  the  same  indefjendent  footing? 
I  hare  before  protested,  and  I  again  protest  against 
aecrety  irresponsible,  overruling  influence.  The 
first  question  I  asked  when  I  saw  the  ffentleroan's 
retolation,  was,  "  Is  this  a  measure  of  the  Cabi- 
net ?"  Not  of  an  open  declared  Cabinet ;  but,  of 
an  ioTisible,  inscrutable,  unconstitutional  Cabi- 
net, without  Tesponsibiiity,  unknown  to  the  Con 
stitation.  I  speak  of  faiack-stairs  influence — of 
men  who  bring  mesrtLges  to  this  House,  which, 
although  they  do  not  appear  on  the  Journals,  gov- 
ern its  decisions.  Sir,  the  flrst  question  that  I 
asked  on  the  subject  of  British  relations,  was, 
What  is  the  opinion  of  the  Cabinet?  Whal 
measures  will  they  recommend  to  Congress?— 
(weU  knowing  that  whatever  measures  we  might 
take,  they  most  execute  them,  and  therefore^  that 
we  should  have  their  opinion  on  the  subject.) 
My  answer  was.  (and  from  a  Cabinet  Minister 
too,) ''  There  ie  no  longer  any  Cabinet,^  Subse- 
quent ctreumstances,  sir,  have  given  me  a  personal 
knowiedige  of  the  fhct.  It  needs  no  commentary. 
But  the  gentleman  has  told  you  that  we  ought 
to  go  to  war,  if  for  nothing  else,  for  the  fur  trade. 
Now.  sir,  the  p^ple  on  whose  support  he  se^ras 
to  eaicttlate,  follow,  let  me  tell  him,  a  better  busi- 
ness^ and  let  maaady  that  whilst  men  are  happy 


at  home  reaping  their  o#n  fields — the  fruits  of 
their  labor  and  industry — there  i^  little  danger  of 
their  being  induced  to  go  sixteen  or  seventeen 
hundred  miles  in  pursuit  of  beavers,  raccoons,  or 
opossums,  much  less  of  going  to  war  for  the  priv- 
ileg[e.  They  are  better  employed  where  they  are. 
This  trade,  sir,  may  be  important  to  Britain,  to 
natioos  who  have  exhausted  every  resource  of 
industry  at  home,  bowed  down  by  taxation  and 
wretchedness.  Let  them,  in  Gk>d's  name,  if  they 
please,  follow  the  for  trade.  They  may,  for  me, 
catch  every  beaver  in  North  America.  Yes,  sir, 
our  people  have  a  better  occupation*-a  safe,  prof* 
itabl^.  honorable  employment.  While  they  shoOdd 
be  engaged  in  distant  regions  in  hunting  the  bea* 
ver,  they  dread  lest  those  whose  natural  prey  they' 
are  should  begin  to  hunt  them,  should  pillage 
their  property,  and  assassinate  their  Constitution. 
Instead  of  these  wild  schemes,  jpay  off  your  debt, 
instead  o(  prating  about  lis  oonnscation.  Do  not 
I  beseech  you,  expose  at  once  your  knavery  ana 
your  folly.  You  have  more  lands  than  you  icnow 
what  to  oo  with,  you  have  lately  paid  fifteen  mil- 
lions for  yet  more.  Oo  and  work  them,  and  6ease 
to  alarm  the  people  with  the  cry  of  wolf,  until 
they  become  deaf  to  your  voice,  or  at  least  laugh 
at  you. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  felt  less  r^rd  for  what  I 
deem  the  best  interests  of  this  nation  than  for  taf 
oivn  reputation,  I  should  not,  on  this  day^  have 
offered  to  address  you,  but  would  have  watted  to 
come  out,  bedecked  with  flowers  and  boouets  of 
rhetoric,  in  a  set  speech.  But,  sir,  I  dreaaed  lest 
a  tone  might  be  given  to  the  mind  of  the  com- 
mittee— they  will  pardon  me,  but  I  did  fear,  from 
an  that  I  could  see  or  hear,  that  they  might  be 
prejudiced  by  its  ad vocaies,  (under  pretence  of 

{protecting  our  commerce)  in  favor  of  this  ridicn* 
ous  and  preposterous  project ;  I  rose,  sir  for  one, 
to  plead  guilty;  to  declare  in  the  face  or  day  that 
I  will  not  go  to  war  for  this  carrying  trade.  I 
will  agree  to  pass  for  an  idiot  if  this  is  not  the 

Eublic  sentiment  and  you  will  find  it  to  your  co8t| 
pgin  the  war  when  you  wilk 
Gentlemen  talk  of  1793.  They  might  as  well 
go  back  to  the  Trojan  war.  What  was  your  sit- 
uation then?  Then  every  heart  beat  high  with 
sympathy  for  France,  for  republican  France  I  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say,  with  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  we  were  all  ready  to  draw  our 
swords  in  her  cause,  but  I  a£&rm  that  we  were 
prepared  to  have  ^ne  great  lengths.  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  pay  this  compliment  to  the  heifrts  of 
the  American  people,  even  at  the  expense  of  their 
understandings.  It  was  a  noble  and  generous 
sentiment,  which  nations  like  individuals  are 
never  the  worse  for  having  felt.  They  were,  I 
repeat  it,  ready  to  make  great  sacrifices  for  France. 
And  why  ready  ?  Because  she  was  fighting  the 
battles  of  the  nuipan  race  against  the  combined 
enemies  of  their  liberty ;  because  she  Was  per* 
forming  the  part  which  Great  Brruin  now^  in 
fact,  sustains,  forming  the  only  bulwark  agamst 
universal  dominion.  Knock  away  her  Navy,  and 
where  are' you?  Under  the  naval  despotism  of 
France,  unchecked  and  unqualified  by  any  an- 
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ta^onizing  military  power;  at  best  but  a  change 
of  fnasters.  The  tyrant  of  the  ocean,  and  the 
tyrant  of  the  land,  is, one  and  the  fame,  lord  of 
all,  and  who  shall  say  hina  nay.  or  wherefore  do- 
est  thou  this  thing?  Give  to  the  tiger  the  prop- 
erties of  the  shark,  and  there  is  no  longer  safety 
for  the  beasts  of  the  forest  or  the  fishes  of  the 
sea.  Where  was  this  hi^h  anti-Britannic  spirit 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  when  his 
vote  would  have  put  an  end  to  the  British  treaty, 
that  pestilent  source  of  evil  to  this  country  ?  and 
at' a  time,  too,  when  it  wa3  not  less  the  interest 
than  the  sentiment  of  this  people  to  pull  dowu 
Qreat  Britain  and  exalt  France.  Then,  when 
the  gentleman  might  have  acted  with  effect,  he 
could  not  screw  bis  courage  to  the  sticking  place. 
Th«n  England  was  combined,  in  what  has  proven 
a  feeble,  inefficient  coalition,  but  which  gave  just 
cause  of  alarm  to  every  friend  of  freedom.  Now 
the  liberties  of  the  human  race  are  threatened  by 
a  single  Power,  more  formidable  than  the  coa- 
lesced world,  to  whose  utmost  ambitionj  vast  as  it 
is,  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  forms  the 
only  obstacle. 

1  am  perfectly  sensible  and  asbamed  of  the  tres- 
pass I  am  making  on  the  patience.of  the  Commit- 
tee ;  but  as  I  know  not  whether  it  will  be  in  my 
p^wer  to  trouble  them  again  on  this  subject,  I  must 
bag  leave  to  continue  my  crude  and  desultory  ob- 
servations, lam  not  ashamed  to  confess  that  they 
are  so*  At  ibe  commeacement  of  thU  session,  we 
received  a  printed  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  breathing  a  great  deal  of  na- 
tional honor,  and  indignation  at  the  QUtrages  we 
had  endured,  particularly  from  Spain.  She  was 
specially  named  and  pointed  at.  She  had  pirated 
upon  your  commerce,  imprisoned  your  citizens, 
violated  your  actual  territory ;  invaded  the  very 
limitij  solemnly  established  between  the  two  na- 
tiopa  by  the  Treaty  of  San  Lorenzo*  Borne  of 
the  Stale  Legislatures,  (among  others  the  very 
State  on  which  the  gen  tlemanfrom  Pennsylvania 
relies  for  support.)  sent  forward  resolutions  pledg- 
ing their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred 
honor,  in  support  of  any  measures  you  might  take 
in  vindication  of  your  injured  rights.  Well,  sir, 
what  have  you  done?  You  have  had  resolutions 
laid  upon  your  table,  gone  to  some  expense  of 
printing  and  stationery — mere  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
that's  all.  Like  true  political  quacks,  you  deal 
only  in  handbills  and  nostrums.  Sir.  I  blush  to 
see  the  record  of  our  proceedings;  they  resemble 
ttothidg  but  the  advertisements  of  patent  medi- 
cines. Here  you  have  "  the  worm* destroying 
losenges,"  there  "Church's  cough  drops;"  and, 
to  crown  the  whole,  ^*  Sloan'«  vegetable  specific," 
an  infallible  remedy;  for  all  nervous  disorders  and 
vertigoes  of  brain-^ick  politicians ;  each  man  ear- 
nestly adjuring  you  to  give  his  medicine  only  a 
fair  trial.  If,  indeed,  these  wonder-working  nos- 
trurap  could  perform  but  one-half  of  what  they 
promise,  there  ia  little  danger  of  our  dying  a  po- 
litical death,  at  this  time  at  least.  But,  sir,  in 
politics  as  in  physics,  the  doctor  is  oftiimes  the 
most  dapgerous  disease ;  and  this  I  take  to  be  our 
case  at  present. 


But,  sir,  why  do  I  talk  of  Spain?  There  are 
no  lont^er  Pyrenees.  There  exists  no  such  nation, 
no  such  being  as  a  Spanish  King,  or  Minister.  It 
is  a  mere  juggle,  played  off  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  put  the  mechanism  into  motion.  You  koow^ 
sir.  that  you  have  no  differences  with  Spain ;  that 
she  is  the  passive  tool  of  a  superior  Power,  to 
whom,  at  this  moment,  you  are  crouching.  Are 
your  differences,  indeed,  with  Spain  ?  And  where 
are  you  going  to  send  your  political  panacea^ 
resolutiqns  and  handbills  excepted,  your  sole  ar- 
ea num'of  Gbverament,  yonr  king  cure  all  ?  To 
Madrid  ?  No — you  are  not  such  quacks  as  not 
to  know  where  the  shoe  pinches— *to  Paris.  You 
know,  at  least,  where  the  disease  lies,  and  there 
^ou  apply  your  remedy.  When*  the  nation  anx- 
iously demands  the  tcsuU  of  your  deliberations, 
you  hang  your  head  and  blush  to  tell.  You  are 
afraid  to  tell.  Your  mouth  is  hermetically  sealed. 
Your  honor  has  received  a  wound  which  must 
not  take  air.  Gentlemen,  dare  -not  come  forward 
and  avow  their  work,  much  less  defend  it  in  the 
presence  of  the  nation.  Give  them  all  they  ask, 
that  Spain  exists-^-and  what  then  ?  After  snrink* 
inff  from  the  Spanish  jac kail,  do  you  presume  to 
bully  the  British  lion?  But  nere  the  secret  comes 
out  Britain  is  your  rival  in  trade,  and  governed 
as  you  are  by  counting-house  politicians,  jovl 
would  sacrifi^se  the. paramount  interests  of  the 
country,  to  wound  that  rival.  For  Spain  and 
France  you  are  carriers,  and  from  good  eiistom- 
ers  every  indignity  is  to  be  endured.  '  And  what 
is  the  nature  of  this  trade?  Is  it  that  carrying 
trade  which  sends  abroad  the  flour,  tobacco,  cot* 
toa,  beef,  pork,  fish,  and  lumber  of  this  country, 
and  brings  back  in  return  foreign  articles  neees- 
sary  for  our  existence  or  comfort  ?  No,  sir,  it  ia 
a  trade  carried  on«-tbe  Lord  knows  where,  or  by 
whom  ;  now  doubling  Cape  Horn,  now  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  I  do  not  say  that  there  is  no 
profit  in  it — tor  it  would  not  then  be  pursued — 
but  it  is  a  trade  that  tends  to  assimilate  our  man- 
ners and  Government  to  those  of  the  most  cor- 
rupt countries  of  Europe.  Yes,  sir,  and  when  a 
question  of  ^reat  national  magnitude  presents 
itself  to  you,  it  causes  those  who  now  prate  about 
national  honor  and  spirit  to  pocket  any  insult;  to 
consider  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  debit  and  credit; 
a  business  of  profit  and  loss,  and  nothing  else. 

The  first  thing  that  struck  my  mindj  when  this 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  was  vnde  deriva- 
iur7  A  question  always  put  to  t\s  at  school. 
Whence  comes  it?  Is  this  only  the  putative  fa- 
ther of  the  bantling  he  is  ti^xed  to  maintain,  or. 
indeed^  the  actual  parent,  the  real  progenitor  or 
the  child?  Or,  is  it  the  production  of  tbeCabi* 
net  ?  But,  I  knew  you  had  no  Cabinet,  no  sys- 
tem. I  had  seen  despatches  relating  to  vital  mea- 
sures laid  before  you  the  day  after  your  final  de- 
cision on  those  nieasures,  four  weeks  after  the^ 
were  received  ;  not  only  their  contents,  but  their 
very  existence,  all  that  time  unsuspected  and  un- 
known to  men  whom  the  people  fondly  believe 
asjiist  with  their  wisdom  and  experience  at  every 
important  deliberation.  Do  you  believe  that  this 
system,  or  rather  thiaiio*syBtem,  wsU  do?    I  am 
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free  to  answer  it  will  not,  it  caoaot  last.  I  am  not 
80  afraid  of  the  fair,  open,  ConstitQCional-reFpoD- 
sible  inflaence  of  QoTernment,  but  i shrink  iniu- 
itWely  from  this  left->ha&d«d,  invisible,  irresponsi- 
ble influence,  which  defies  the  touch,  but  pervades 
aod  decides  everything.  Let  the  Executive  come , 
forward  to  the  Legislature);  let  us  see  while  we 
feel  it.  If  we  cannot  irely  on  its  wisdom,  is>it  any 
disparagement  tt>  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyiva- 
nie  to  say  that  I  cannot  rely  upon  him  1  No.  sir, . 
be  baa  mistaken  his  talent.  He  is  not  the  Pali- 
niiraa  tm  whose  skill  the  nation,  at  this  trying 
menwnt,  can  repose  their  confidence.  I  will  nave 
nothing  to  do  with  his  paper,  much  lesa  wiil  I 
endorse  it,  and  make  myself  responsible  for  its 
goodness*  I  will  not  pot  my  name  to  it.  I  assert 
that  there  is  nd  Cabinet,  no  system,  no  plan  ;  that 
-vthich  I  believe  in  one  place,  I  shall  never  hesi- 
tate to  say  in  another.  This  is  no  time^.no  place, 
for  mincing  our  steps.  The  people  have  a  righ  t 
to  know;  they  shall  know  the  state  of  their  af- 
fairs ;  at  least,  as  far  as  I  am  at  liberty  to  commu- 
Bteate  them.  I  speak  from  personal* knowledge. 
Ten  days  ago  there  had  beea  no  conr ultatlon ; 
tkene  existed  no  opinion  in  your  Executive  de- 
partment ;  at  least,  none  that  was  avowed.  On 
the  oootrary,  there  was  an  express  disavowal  of 
any  opinion  whatsoever,  on  tlft  great  subject  be- 
fore yoo ;  and  I  have  good  reason  for  saying  that 
none  has  been  formed  since.  Some  time  ago,  a 
book  was  laid  o^-  our  tables,  which,  like  some 
ol bet' bantlings,  did  not  bear  the  name  of  it^  fa- 
ther. Here  I  waa  tanight  to  expect  a  solution  of 
ail  doubts,  an  end  to  all  our  diffioulties.  If,  sir,  I 
were  the  foe — as  I  trust  I  am  the  friend  of  this 
nation — I  would  exclaim,  '^  Oh,  that  mine  enemy 
-would  write  a  hookl"  At  the  very  outset,  in  the 
Tery  flrat  page,  I  believe,  there  is  a  complete  aban- 
donment of  the  principle  in  dispute.  Has  any 
gentleman  got  the  work  ?  [It  waa  handed  by  one 
of  the  members.]  Thefirst  position  taken  is.  the 
broad  principle  of  the  unlimited  freedom  of  trade 
between  nations  at  peace,  which  the  writer  endea- 
Tora  to  extend  to  the  trade  between. a  neutral  and 
a' belligerent  Power,  accompanied,  however,  by 
thia  acknowledgment:  ''Bat,  inasmuch  as  the 
*  Irade  of  a  neutral  with  a  belligerent  nation, 
'  might,  in  certain  special  cases,  affect  the  safety 
<  of  its  antagonist,  usage,  founded  on  the  principle 
'  of  necessity,  haa  admitted  a  few  exceptions  to 
'  the  general  rule."  Whence  comes  the  doctrine 
of  contraband,  blockade,  and  enemy^s  proper.ty  ? 
Now,  sir,  for  what  does  that  celebrated  pampblet, 
*'  War  in  Disguise" — which  is  said  to  have  been 
written  under  the  eye  of  the  British  Prime  Min-' 
later — contend^  but  >this  ''principle  of 'neces- 
sity?" And  this  is  abandoned  bv  this  pamphlet- 
eer at  the  very  threshold  of  the  discussion.  But, 
aa  if  thia  were,  not  enough,  he  goes  on  to  assign  as 
a  reason  for  not  referring  to  tbe  .authority  of  the 
ancients,  "  that  the  great  change  which  has  taken 
'  place  in  the  state  of  mannera,  in  the  maxims  of 
'war,  and  in  the -course  of  commerce,  make  it 
*  pretty  certain"  (what  degree  of  certainty  is  this?) 
'<  that  either  nothing  will  be  fatind  relating  to  the 
'  qaaation,  or  aotbing  sufficiently  applicable  to  de- 


'  serve  attention  in  deciding  it."  Heie,  sir,  fs  an 
apology  of  the  writer  for  not  disclosing  the  whole 
extent  of  his  learning,  (which  might  have  over* 
whelmed  the  reader.)  is  the  admission  that  a 
change  of  circumdtaaees,  ('in  the  course  of  com- 
merce,'.^) has  made  (and.  therefore,  will  now  jus- 
tify >  a  total  change  of  the  law  of  nations.  W  hat 
'more  could  the  most  inveterate  advocate  of  Eng- 
lish usurpation  demand?  What  else  can  they 
require  to  establish  all,  and  even  more  than  they 
contend  for  ?  Sir,  there  is  a  class  of  men«-<-we 
know  them  very  well— who,  if  you  only  permit 
them  to  lay  the  fouBdaiion,'wiil  build  you  up.  step 
bv  step,  and  brick  by  brick,  very  neat  and  showy, 
it  not  tenable  albumen ts.  To  detect  them,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  watch  their  premises,  where 
you  will  often  find  the  point  at  issue  surrendered, 
as  in  this  case  it  is. 

Ag;ain  :  In  the  mare  2Y&ertcm  anywhere  asserted 
in  this  book,  that  free  ships  make  tree>goods?  No^ 
sir ;  the  right  of  search  is  acknowledged ;  that 
enemy's  property  is  lawful  prize,  ia  sealed  and  de-* 
livered.  And,  after  abandoning  these  princiiplea, 
what  becomes  of  the  doctrine  that  a  mereshiAing 
of  the  goods  from  one  ship  to  another,  the  touch- 
ingat  another  port,  changes  the  property  ?  .Sir, 
give  op  this  principle,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the 
question,  x  ou  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the  conscience 
of  a  Court  of  Admiralty.  Is  Spanish  sugar,  or 
French  coffee,  made  American  property,  by  the 
mere  change  of  the  car^o,  or  even  by  the  landing 
and  payment  of  tbe  duties?  Does  this  operation 
effect  a  change  of  property  ?  And  when  thoae 
duties  are  drawn  back,  and  the  stigar  and  coffee 
re  exported,  are  they  not  (as; enemy's  property) 
liable  to  seixure  upon  the  principlea  of  tha  "Bx* 
amination  of  the  British  doctrine,"  &c.?  And^  is 
there  not  the  ben  reason  to  believe,  that  tbis  ope- 
ration is  performed  in  many,  if  not  in  most  casea, . 
to  give  a  neutral  aspect  and  color  io  the  merchaa* 
disc? 

I  am  prepared,  sir,  to  be  repreaented  as  willing 
to  surrender  important  riffkis  of  thia  nation  to  a 
foreign  Government.  I  have  been  told  that  thia 
sentiment  is  already  whispered  in  the  dark,^  br ' 
time-servers  and  sycophants.  But,  if  your  Clerk 
dared  to  print  them,  1  would  appeal  to  your  Jour- 
nals.. I  wooid  call  for  the  reading  of  them,  but 
that  I  know  they  areyiot  for  profane  eyes  to  look 
upon.  I  confess  ihat  I  am  more  ready  to  aurren*- 
der  to  a  naval  Power  a  square  league  of  ocean, 
than  to  a  territorial  one,  a  square  inch  of  land 
within  our  limits ;  and  I  am  ready  to  meet  the 
friends'of  the  relation  on  this  ground  at  any 
time. 

Let  them  take  off  tbe  injunction  of  secrecy. 
They  dare  not.  They  are  ashamed  aad  afraid  to 
do  it.  They  may  give  winks  and  nods,  and  pre* 
tend  to  be  wise,  but  they  dare  not  come  out  and 
tell  the  nation  what  they  have  done.  Genilemr n 
may  take  notes  if  they  please,  but  I  will  never, 
from  any  motive  short  of  self-defence,  enter  upon 
war*  1  wiil  never  be  instrumental  to  the  ambi*  > 
tious  schemes  of  Bonaparte,  nor  put  into  hia. 
hands  what  will  enable  him  to  wield  the  world, 
and  on  the  very  principle  that  I  wished  success  to 
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the  French  armi  in  1793*  And  wherefore  ?  Be- 
cause the  case  is  changed.  Great  Britain  can 
nerer  again  see  the  year  1760.  Her  continental 
influence  is  gone  forever.  Let  who  will  be  up- 
permost on  Uie  continent  of  Europe,  she  must 
find  more  than  «  counterpoise  for  her  strength. 
Her  race  is  run.  She  can  only  be  formidable  as 
a  maritime  Power;  and,  even  as  such,  perhaps 
not  long.  Are  you  going  to  justify  the  acte  of 
the  last  Administration,  for  which  they  have  been 
deprived  of  the  Gorernment  at  our  instance? 
Are  you  going  baclc  to  the  ground  of  1798-'9  7  I 
ask  any  man  who  now  advocates  a  ruptore  with 
England  to  assign  a  single  reason  for  his  opinion, 
that  would  not  have  justified  a  French  war  in 
1798?  If  Injury  and  insult  abroad  would  have 
justified  it,  we  had  them  in  abundance  then.  But 
what  did  the  Republicans  say  at  that  day  ?  That, 
uttder  the  cover  of  a  war  with  France,  the  Exec- 
utive would  be  armed  with  a  patronage  and  pow- 
er which  might  enable  it  to  master  our  liberties. 
Thev  deprecated  foreign  war  and  navies,  and 
itanaing  armies,  and  loans,  and  taxes.  The  de- 
lirium passed  away— the  good  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple triumphed,  and  our  differences  were  accom- 
modated without  a  war.  And.  what  is  there  in 
the  situation  of  England  that  invites  to  war  with 
her  ?  it  is  true  she  doea  not  deal  so  largely  in  per* 
fectability^  but  she  supplies  yon  with  a  much 
m3re  useful  commoditv-— with  coarse  woollens. 
With  less  profession  inaeed  she.occupies  the  place 
of  France  in  1793.  She  is  the  sole  bulwark  of 
the  human  race  against  universal  dominion ;  no 
thanka  to  her  for  it.  In  protecting  her  own  exist- 
ence, she  insures  theirs.  I  care  not  who  stands  in 
this  situation,  whether  England  or  Bonaparte.  I 
pcactice  the  doctrines  now  that  I  professed  in 
1798.  Gentlemen  may  hunt  up  the  journals  if 
they  please;  I  voted  against  all  such  projects  un- 
der the  Administration  of  John  Adams,  and  I 
will  continue  to  do  so  under  that  of  Thomas  Jef- 
fanon.  Are  vou  not  contented  with  being  free 
and  happy  at  home?  Or  will  you  surrender  these 
blessinffs  that  your  merchanta  may  tread  on  Turk- 
ish and  Persian  carpets,  and  burn  the  perfumes  of 
the  East  in  their  vaulted  rooms.  Gentlemen  say 
it  is  but  an  annual  million  lost,  and  even  if  h 
were  five  times  that  amount,  what  is  it  compared 
with  your  neutral  rights?  ^r.  let  me  tell  them  a 
hundred  millions  will  be  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket, 
if  once  they  launch  without  rudder  or  compass 
into  this  ocean  of  foreign  warfieure.  Whom  do 
they  want  to  attack?  England.  They  hope  it 
is  a  popular  thing,  and  telk  about  Bunker's  Hill, 
and  the  gallant  feats  of  our  Revolution.  But  is 
Bunker's  Hill  to  be  the  theatre  of  war?  No,  sir, 
you  have  selected  the  ocean,  and  the  object  of  at- 
tack is  that  very  navy  whicn  prevented  the  com- 
bined fleets  of  Prance  and  Spain  from  levying 
contribution  upon  you  In  your  own  seas;  that 
very  navy  which,  in  the  famous  war  of  1798, 
stood  between  you  and  danger.  Whilst  the  fleets 
of  the  enemy  were  pent  up  in  Toulon,  or  pin- 
ioned in  Brest,  we  performed  wonders  to  be  sure ; 
but,  sir,  if  England  had  drawn  ofl",  France  would 
have  told  you  quite  a  different  ta(e.    You  would 


have  struck  no  medals.  This  is  not  the  sort  of 
conflict  that  you  are  to  count  upon,  if  you  go  to 
war  with  Great  Britain.  Quem  Deus  vm  per4er% 
priuM  demenUU,  And  are  you  mad  enough  to 
take  up  the  cudgels  that  have  been  struck  from 
the  nerveless  hands  of  the  three  great  maritima 
Powers  of  Europe  ?  Shall  the  planter  mortga^ 
his  little  crop,  and  jeopardize  the  Constitution  in 
support  of  commerctai  monopoly,  in  the  ▼nin 
hope  of  satisfying  the  insatiable  greediness  of 
trade?  Administer  the  Constitution- upon  iti 
own  principles:  for  the  general  wd&re,  and  noc 
for  the  benefit  of  any  particular  class  of  men. 
Do  you  meditate  war  for  the  possession  of  Baton 
Rouge  or  Mobile,  places  waich  your  awn  lawa 
declare  to  be  within  your  limits?  Is  it  even  for 
the  fair  trade  that  exchanges  your  sur|duspro- 
ducu  for  such  foreign  artieles  as  yen  require? 
No,  sir,  it  is  for  a  circuitous  trade — an  ignis  fatu- 
us.  And  against  whom  ?  A  nation  from  whom 
you  have  anything  to  fear  ?-^I  speak  as  to  our 
liberties.  No.  sir,  with  a  nation  from  whom  yoo 
have  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  to  fe^r;  to  the 
aggrandisement  of  one  against  which  you  hare 
everything  to  dread.  I  look  to  their  ability  and 
'interest,  not  to  their  disposition.  When  yon  rely 
on  that  the  case  is  desperate.  Is  it  to  be  inferred 
from  all  this  that  I  #ould  yield  to  Great  Britain  ? 
No.  I  would  act  towards  her  now,  as  I  was  dia* 
posed  to  do  towards  France,,  in  179S-'9;  treat 
with  her,  and  for  the  same  reaaoui  on  the  sftme 
principles.  Do  I  say  I  would  treat  with  her? 
At  this  moment  you  haye  a  negouadon  pending 
with  her  Government  With  her  you  have  nol 
tried  negotiation  and  failed,  totally  failed,  as  you 
have  done  with  Spain,  4>r  rather  France;  and 
wherefore,  under  such  eircumstances,  this  hoatiU 
spirit  to  the  one,  and  thi»-*I  will  not  say  whatr^ 
to  the  other? 

But  a  great  deal  is  said  ttbout  the  laws  of  na- 
tions. What  is  national  law  but  natiooal  power 
fnided  by  national  interest  ?  You  yourselves  ae- 
aowledge  and  practice  uponthis  principle  where 
yon  can,  or  where  you  dare— with  the  Indian 
tribes  for  instance.  I  might  irive  another  and 
more  forcible  illustration.  WiU  the  lairned  lua« 
her  of  your  libraries  add  a  ship  to  your  fleet,  or  a 
shilling  to  your  revenue?  Will  it  pay  or  main- 
tain a  single  soldier  ?  And  will  you  preach  and 
prate  of  violations  of  your  neutral  rights,  when 
you  tamely  and  meanly  submit  to  the  riolation 
of  your  territory  ?  Will  you  collar  the  stealer 
of  your  sheep,  and  let  him  escape  that  has  inva- 
ded the  repose  of  your  Areside — ^has  insulted  your 
wife  and  children  under  your  own  roof?  This  is 
the  heroism  of  truck  and  traffic— the  public  spirit 
of  sordid  avarice.  Great  Britain  violates  your 
flag  on  the  high  seas.  What  is  her  situation? 
Contending,  not  for  the  dismantling  of  Dunkirk, 
for  Quebec,  or  Pondicherry,  but  for  London  and 
Westminster— for  life.  Her  enemy  violating  mt 
will  the  territories  of  other  nations,  acquiring 
theraby  a  colossal  power  that  threatens  the  wry 
existence  of  her  rival.  Bat  she  has  one  Tulnera- 
ble  point  to  the  arms  of  her  adrersary,  which  she 
covers  with  the  ensigns  of  neutrality;  she  dc»ws 
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the  jieutrti  flag  over  the  heel  of  Aebilles.  And 
ean  yoa  ask  that  adversary  to  respeet  it  at  the  ex- 
pense of  her  existence?  and  in  favor  of  whom  ? 
An  enemy  that  respects  no  neutial  territory  of 
fiiurope,  and  not  even  yoar  own.  I  repeat  that 
the  insults  of  Spain  towards  thia  nation  have 
been  at  the  instigation  of  France;  that  there  is 
no  longer  any  Spain.  Well,  sir,  because  the 
French  Qovemment  does  not  pot  this  in  the 
Monitenr,  ypu  choose  to  shut  your  eyes  to  iu 
Kone  so  bund  as  those  who  will  not  see.  You 
ahot  your  own  eyes,  and  to  blind  those  of  other 
people,  yoa  go  into  conclave,  and  slink  out  again 
and  say,  ^sreatafiair  of  Stater*— Oeifimegrmule 
0ffaii^  tPEtati  It  seems  that  yoor  sensibility  is 
entirely  confined  to  the  cairemitiea.  You  may 
be  puUed  by  the  nose  and  ears,  and  never  ieelit, 
but  let  your  strong-box  be  attacked,  and  you  are 
iU  nerver-"  Let  us  go  to  war !"  Sir,  if  they 
called  upon  me  only  for  my  Httle  peadtum  to 
carry  it  on,  perhaps  I  mignt  pre  it ;  but  my 
rights  and  liberties  are  involved  in  the  grant,  and 
I  will  never  surrender  them  while  I  have  \\{e. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Obown- 
iiraBiBLD)  is  for  sfM>ttging  the  debt.  I  can  never 
consent  to  ii;  I  will  never  brinf  the  ways  and 
means  of  fraudulent  bankruptcy  into  yonr  com- 
mittee of  supply.  Confiscation  and  swindling 
shall  never  be  found  among  my  estimates  to  meet 
the  current  expenditure  of  peace  or  war.  No, 
air,  I  have  said  with  the  doors  closed,  and  I  say 
so  when  the  doors  are  open,  "pay  the  public 
debt}''  get*rid  of  that  dead  weight  upon  your 
Oovernment**that  cramp  Upon  all  your  meas- 
«rea— and  then  yoa  may  put  the  world  at  defi- 
ance. So  long  as  it  hangs  upon  yjDU,  yoa  muat 
have  revenue,  and  to  have  revenue  you  must  have 
commerces-commerce,. peace.  And  shall  these 
nefarious  schemes  be  advised  for  lightening  the 
poblic  hardens;  will  you  resort  td  these  low  and 
l^itifttl  shifts ;  dare  even  to  mention  these  dishon* 
est  artifices  to  eke  oat  yoor  expenses,  when  the 
public  treasure  is  lavished  on  Turks  and  infidels, 
•a  iuiging  boys  and  dancing  girla,  to  fttrnish  the 
means  of  beastiality  to  an  African  barbarian  7 

Qentl^men  say  that  Qrcat  Britain  will  eoant 
noa  our  divisions.  Howl  What  does  ahe  know 
•r  them?  Can  thev  aver. expect  greater  una- 
nknity  than  piavaiM  at  the  last  Presidential  elec- 
tion? Ko,  sir,  it  is  the  gentleman's  own  con* 
acianee  that  sqneaka.  But  if  she  cannot  eakulaie 
ttpon  yo^  divisicms,  at  least  ahe  may  reckon  upon 
year  pusillanimity.  She  may  well  despise  the 
sesentment  that  cannot  he  excited  to  honorable 
battle  on  its^wn  ground  ^  the  mere  effusion  of 
mereafttileeu|Hdity.  Qentlemen  talk  of  rqiealing 
the  British  Treaty.  The  gentleman  from  Penn* 
syhrania  should  have  thought  of  that,  before  he 
voted  to  carry  it  into  effecL  And  what  is  all  this 
for?  A.poiot  whick  Great  Britain  will  not  aban- 
don to  Russia^  yoo  expect  her  to  yield  to  yo»^ 
Russia  1  iudispuubly  the  second  Ftiwer  of  Coati- 


aental  Enr<^;  with  not  less  than  hall  a  million 
of  hardy  troops  j  with  sixty  sail^-the-line,  thirty 
millions  of  subjects,  and  a  territory  more  exten- 
aira  tven  than  oar  awn— Roasia,  airi  tha.store- 


honae  of  the  British  Navy,  whom  it  is  not  more 
the  policy  and  the  interest  than  the  sentiment  of 
that  Government  to  soothe  and  to  coociiiate-<-her 
sole  hope  of  a  diversion  on  the  continent,  and  her 
only  efficient  ally.  What  this  formidable  Power 
cannot  obtain  with  fleets  and  armies,  you  will 
command  by  writ*-*with  pothooks  aiid  hangers. 
i  am  for  no  such  policy.  True  honor  is  always 
the  same.  Before  you  enter  into  a  contest,  public 
or  private,  be  sore  you  have  fortitude  enough  to 
go  throosh  with  it.  If  yoa  mean. War,  say  so,  and 
prepare  for  it.  Look  on  the  other  side;  behold 
the  respect  in  which  France  holds  neutral  rights 
OB  land ;  observe  her  conduct  in  regard  to  the 
Franeonianr  estates  of  the  King  of  Prussia.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  petty  Powers— rof  the  Elector  of 
&den,  or  of  the  Swiss-^I  speak  of  a  first  rate 
Monarchy  tif  Europe,  and  at  a  moment,  too,  when 
its  neotralily  was  the  object  of  all  others  nearest 
to  the  heart  of  the  French  Emperor.  If  you 
make  him  monaioh  of  the  ocean,  you  may  bid 
adieu  to  it  forever.  Yon  mav  taxe  yonr  leave, 
sir,  of  navigation— even  of  the  Mississippi.  What 
is  the  situation  of  New  Orleans  if  attacked  to- 
morrow? Filled  with  a  discontented  and  repin- 
ing people,  whose^  language,  manners,  and  reli*^ 
gion,  all  incline  them  to  the  invader — a  dissatis- 
fied people,  who  despise  the  miserable  Governor 
you  have  set  over  them— whose  honest  prejudices 
and  basest  passions  alike  take  part  against  you.  I 
draw  my  information  from  no  dubious  source ;  but 
from  a  native  American,  an  enlightened  member 
of  that  odious*  and  imbecile  Government.  You 
have  official  information  that  the  town  and  its 
dependencies  are  utterly  defenceless  and  antena- 
ble.  A  firm  belief  that  (apprized  of  this)  Gov- 
ernment would  do  something  to  pat  the  place  in 
a  state  of  security,  alone  has  htj^  the  American 
portion  of  that  commimity  quiet.  You  have  heU 
that  post,  yoa.  now  hold  it,  by  the  tenure  of  the 
naval  predominance  of  Bligland,  and  yet  yoa  are 
for  a  British  naval  war. 

There  are  now  but  two  great  commercial  na- 
tiona— Great  Briuia  is  one,  and  the  United  States 
the  other.  When  you  consider  the  many  points 
of  contaot  between  our  interests,  you  may  be  aar- 
priaed  that  there  has  .been  so  little  collisloa.  Sir, 
to  the  other  bcUigerent  nations  of  Europe  yoar 
navigatkm  is  a  convenience,  I  might  aay,a  necae- 
sary.  If  you  do  not  carry  for  them  they  most 
surve,  at  least  for  the  luxurias  of  life,  which  cos- 
torn  haa  rendered  almoal  indiapeaaable;  and  if  yon 
cannot  act  with  aome  degree  of  spirit  towards 
those  who  ave  dependent  upon  yoa  as  carriers,  do 
you  reckon  to  browbeat- a  jealoas  rival,  who,  the 
moment  she  leta  slip. the  dogs  of  war,  sweeps  yoa 
at  a  blow  from  the  ocean  And  cot  bono?  for 
whose  benefit  1  The  planter?  Nothing  like  it. 
The  fair,  honest,  real  American  merchant  ?  No, 
sir,  for  renegadoes;  to-^y  American,  to-morrow, 
IHnes.  Go  to  war  when  you  artll,  the  property, 
now  covered  hj  the  American,  -will  then  pass 
under  the  Danish,  or  some-  otner  nentnl  flag. 
Gentlemen  say  that  one  English  ship  is  worUi 
three  of  ours ;  we  shall  therefore  have  the  advan- 
tage in  privateering.    Did  they  ever  know  a  na- 
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tion  to  gpt  rich' by  privateering"?  This  is  stuff, 
sir,'  for  the  nursery.  Remeuiber  that  your  pro- 
ducts are  buiiry.  as  has  been  stated;  that  they  re- 
quire a  vaiit  tonnage  to  traosport  them  abroad, 
and  that  but  two  nations  possess  that  tonnage^ 
Taice  these  carriers^out  of  the  market.  What  is 
the  result?  The  manufactures  of  England,  whieh 
(to  use  a  finishing  touch  of  ihe  gentlemen's  rhet- 
oric) have  received  the  fioiA^hiog 'stroke  of  art, 
lie  in  a  small  comparative,  com  pass.  The  neu* 
tral  trade  can  carry  them.  Your  produce  rots  in 
the  warehouse.  You  go  to  Eustatia  or  St.  Tho* 
mas  and  get  a  striped  blanket  for  a  joe,  if  you  can 
'  raise  one.  Double  freight,  charges,  and  commis- 
sioa.  Who  receives  the  profit?  The  carrier. 
Who  pays  it?  The  consumer.  \\l  your  produce 
that  finds  as  way  lo  England,  must  bear  ttiesame 
accumulated  charges-^with  this  difference,  that 
there  the  burden  falls  on  the  home  price.  I  appeal 
to  ihe  experience  of  the  late  war,  which  has  been 
so  often  cited.  What  ihen  was  the  price  of  pro- 
duce, and  of  broadcloth? 

But  you  are  told  England  will  not  make  war; 
that  she  has  her  hands  full.  Holland  calculated 
in  the  same  way  in  1781.  How  did  it  turn  out? 
You  stand  now  in.lbe  place  of  Holland,  then 
without  her  Navy,  and. unaided  by  the  preponder- 
ating fl-'pts  of  France  and  Spain,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  Baltie  Powers.  Do  you  wani  to  take  up 
the  cudgeU  where  these  gre  it- maritime  States 
have  been  forced  to  drop  them?  to  meet  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocean,  and  drive  her  off  its  £ice7 
If  yoq  are  so  far  gone  a$  this,  every  capital  meas> 
Ure  of  your  policy  has  hitherto  been  wrong.  You 
ahould  have  nurtured  the  old,  and  devised  new 
systems  of  taxation,  and  have  cherished  vour  navy. 
Begin  this  bu.^ine$s  when  you  may,  land-taxett, 
atamp>-acts,  window-taxes,  hearth-money,  excise, 
in  all  its  modifications  of  vexation  and  eppres* 
aioo,  must  precede  or  follow  after.  Bui,  «ir,  as 
French  is  the  fashion  of  the  day,  I  may  be  asked 
for  my  prpj^.  I  can  readily  tell  gentlemen  what 
I  will  not  do.  I  will  not  propitiate  anv  foreign 
nation  wi4b  money.  I  will  not  launch  into  a 
naval  war  with  Oreat  Bfiiain,  aUhouffh  I  am 
ready  to  meet  her  at  the  Cowpens  or  on  Bunker's 
Hill-'-^iod  for  this  plajo  reason,  we  are  a  great 
land  i^nimal,  and  our  business  is  on  shore.  I 
will  send  her  money,  sir,  on  bo  pretext  whatever, 
much  less  on  pretence  of  buying  Labrador,  or 
Botany  Bay,  when  my  real  o  ject  was  to  secure 
limits,  which -she  formally  acknowledged  at  the 
peace  of  1763.  i  go  further:  I  would  (if  any- 
thing) have  laid  an  embargo.  This  would'  have 
|fot  our  own  properly  home,  and  onr  adversary's 
into  our  power.  If  there  is  any  wisdom  left 
-amoag  us,  the  first  step  towards  hostility  will  al- 
ways be  aa^  embargo.  In  six  ihoutbs  all  your 
mercantile  megrims  would  vanish.  As  to  us,  al- 
though it  would  cut  deep,  we  can  stand  it.  With- 
out such  a  precaution,  go  to  war  when  you  will, 
you  go  to  the  wall.  As  to  debts,  strike  the  bal- 
ance to-morrow,  and  England  is  I  believe  in  our 
•debt. 

I  hope,  sir,  to  be  excused  for  proceeding  in  this, 
desultory  course,  i  flatter  my«elf  1  shaii  noC  hare 


occasion. a^ain  to  trouble  you.  I  know  not  that  I 
shall  be  able,  certainly  not  willing,  unless  pro- 
voked in  self-defence.  I  ask  your  attention  to 
the  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  Sonlhern 
country,  on  whom  gentlemen  rely  for  support  of 
their  measure.  Who  and  what  are  they?  A  sim- 
ple, agricultural  people,  accustomed  to  travel  in 
peace  to  market  with  the  produce  of  their  labor. 
Who  takes  it  from  us  ?  Another  people,  devoted 
to  manufaetures-*^ur  sole  source-  of  supply.  I 
have  seen  some  staff  in  the  newapapers  about 
manufactures  in  Saxony,  and  about  a  man  who  is 
no  longer  the  chief  of  a  dominant  faction.  The 
greatest  man  whom  I  ever  knew — the  immortal 
author  of  the  letters  of  Cnrtiu»— has  renuirked 
the  proneness  of  cunning  people  to  wrap  up  and 
disguise  in  well-selected  phrases  doctrines  too  de- 
formed and  detestable  to  bear  exposure  In  naked 
words;  by  a  judicous  choicte  of  epithets  to  draw 
the  attention  from  the  lurking  principle  beneath, 
and  perpetuate  delusion.  But  a  little  while- ago, 
and  any  man  might  have  been  proud  to  havebMh 
considered  as  ihe  head  of  the  Republican  party. 
Now,  it  seeins,  ft  is  reproachful  to  be  deemed  the 
chief  of  a  dominant  fkction.  Mark  the  magib  of 
words.  Head — chief.  Republican  party-^^ooan- 
nant  faction.  But  as  to  these  Saxen  n>anttlac- 
tures.  What  became  of  their  Dresden  china? 
Why  the  Prussian  bayonets  have  broken  all  the 
pots,  and  you  are  content  with.  Worcestershire  or 
Staffordshire  ware.  There  are  some  other  fine 
n«anufactures  on  the  continent,  but  no  supply, 
except  perhaps  of  linens,  the  article  w^  can  best 
dispense  with.  A  few  individuals,  sir,  may  have 
a  coat  of  Louvier^scloth,  ora  service  o^Sevrea 
china;  but  there  Is  too  little,  and  that  little  too 
dear,  to  furniKh  the  nation.  You  must  depend  on 
the  far  trade  in  earnest,  aiid  wear  buffalo  hides 
and  bear  skins. 

Can  any  man  who^uadorstands  Europe  pretend 
to  say  that  a  particular  foreign  policy  is  now  right 
because  it  would  have  been  expedient  tweotVj  or 
even  ten  years  ago,  without  abandoning  ^11  k- 
gard  for  common  sense  ?  Sir,  it  is  the  sta teaman's 
province  to  be  guided  by  circumstances ;  to  anti- 
cipate, ta  foresee  them  ;  to  give  them  a  couracand 
a  direction  }  to  mould  them  to  his  porpoee.  It  is 
the  business  of  a  counting-hovse  tsierk  to  peer 
into  the  day  book  and  leger,  to  see  no  further  than 
the  spectacles  on  his  nose,  to  fOf  1  not  beyond  the 
pen  behind  his  ear;  to  chatter  in  coff<*e-hou8e8, 
and  be  the  oracle  of  clubs.  From  1783  to  1793, 
and  even  later,  fl  dont  stickle  for  dates.)  France 
had  a  formidable  marine^-^sb  had  Holland— so 
had  Spain.  The  two  first  possessed  of  thrivmg 
manufactures  and  a  flourishing  commerce.  Great 
Britain,  tremblingly  alive  to  her  manufacturing 
interests  and  carrying  trade,  would  have  felt  to 
the  heart  any  measure  calculated  to  favor  her 
rivals  in  these  pursuits^  She  woiild  have  yielded 
then  to  her  fears  and  her  jealousy  alone.  What 
is  the  case  now?  She  lays  an  export  duty  on  her 
maoulactures,  and  there  ends  the  question.  If 
Qforgia  shall  (from  whatever  cause)  so  com- 
pletely monopolize  the  culture  of  couon  as  to  be 
able  to  lay  an  export  duty  of  three  per  cast,  ojkm 
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it,  besides  texing  its  calti?ators,  in  every  otber 
ehape.  that  hqman  or  ioferaal  ios^eDuity  caa  de- 
yise,  is  Penasylvania  likely  to  tirii  her  and  take 
away  the  trade  1 

But,  sir,  it  seems  that  we,  who  are  opposed  to 
this  resolaiion,  are  men  of  i  no  nerve,  who  trem- 

•  bied  in  the  devs  of  the  British  treaty-— eo wards  (I 
presame)  in  the  reisn  of  termr?  Is'  this  true? 
Hunt  u{>the  journals;  let  our  actions  telL  We 
pursue  our  old  unshaken  oeurse#  We  care  not 
for  the  nations  of  Europe,  but  make  foreign  rela* 
lions  bend  to  onr  political  principles  and  subserve 

'  our  country's  interest.  We  have  no  wish  to  see 
another  Aotinm,  or  Pharsaliai  or  the  lieutenants 
of  a  modern  Alexander  playing  at  piquet,  or  all- 
foars,  for  the  empire  or  the  world.  It  is  poor 
comfort  to  us  to  be  told  that  France  has  too-  de- 
cided a  taste  for  loxurious  things  to  meddle  with 
US ;  that  Egypt  is  her  object,  or  the  coast  of  Bar> 
bary,  and,  ae  the  wofst,  we  shall  be  the  last  de- 
Tonved,  We  are  enaoiored  with  neither  nation ; 
we  would  play  their  own  game  apon  them,  use 
them  for  our  interest  and  convenience.  But  with 
all  my  abhotrenee  of  the  British  Government,  I 
shonla  not  hesitate  between  Westminster  Hall 
and  a  Middlesex  jury,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
wood  of.VinCennes  and  a  file  of  grenadiers,  on 
the  other.  That  jury-trial,  which  walked  "with 
Home  Tooke  and  Hardy  through  the  flames  of 
ministerial  persecntioa  is,  I  con&ss,  more  to  my 
taste  than  the  trial  of  tile  Duke  d'Eoi^heitt. 

Mr.  Chairman,  lam  sensible  of  having  detained 
the  Ooramittee  longer  than  I  ought;  certaialy 
much  longer  than  I  intended.  I  am  equally  sen- 
aibleof  their  politeness,  aod  not  less  so,  sir,  of 
your  patient  attehtien.  It  ia  your  own  indulgence, 
air,  badly  requited  indeed,  to  which  you  owe  this 
persecution.  I  might  offer  another  apology  fur 
these  undigested,  deWtory  remarks^my  never 
kaving  seen  the  Treasury  documents.  Until  I 
came  into  the  House  this  morning  I  had  been 
stretched  on  a -sick  bed.  But  when  I  behold  the 
affiiirk  of  tbis  nation  instead  of  being  where  I 
boped^an^  the  people  believed,  they  were,  in  the 
hands  of  responsible  men,  committed  to  Tom, 
Dick*  and  Harry,  to  the  refnse  of  the  retail  trade 
of  politics,  I  do  feel,  I  cannot  help  feeliiig,  the 
most  deep  and  serious  concern.  '  If  the  Executive 
^vernment  would  step  forward  and  say,  ^  such 
IS  our  plan,  aueh  is  our  opinion,  and  such  are  our 
reasobs  in  support  of  if,"  I  would  meet  il  fairly, 
would  openly  oppose,  or  pledge  myself  to  support 
it.  But.  without  compass  or  polar  star,  I  wilt  not 
launch  into  an  ocean  of  unexplored  measures, 
which  stand  condemned  by  ell  the  iofonnation  to 
Whteh  I  have  access.  The  Gonstittition  of  the 
United  States  declares  it- to  be  the  province  and 
the  idttty  of  the  President  "to  give  to  Congress. 
^  from  time  to  time,  infonnation  of  the  state  of 
'the  Union:  and  recommend  to  their  considefa- 
*  tion  such  measures  as^  he  shall  judge  expedient 
'  and  necessary.^  Has  he  done  it?  I  know,  sir, 
tliat  we  may  say,  and  do  say,  that  we  are  inde- 
pendent,, (would  it  were  true;)  as  free  to  givt  a 
direction  to  the  Executive  as  to  receive  it  from 
bim.    But  do  what  yoa  wili>  foreign  relation^ 


every  measure  short  of  war,  and  even  the  course 
of  hostilities,  depends  upon  him.  He  stands  at 
the  helm,  and  must  guide  the  vessel  of  State. 
You  give  htm  money  to  buy  Florida,  and  Jbe  pur- 
chases Louisiana.  You  may  fm'nish  means;  the 
application  of  those  means  ir'ests  with  him.  Let 
not  the  master  arui  mate  go  below  when  the  ship 
is  in  distress,  add  thpow  the  rCi^onsifoiHty  upon 
the  cook  aod  the  cabin-boy*  I  said  ^o  when  your 
doorts  were  shut ;  I  scorn  to  say  less  now  that  they 
are  open.  Gentlemen  may  say  what  they  please. 
They  may  put  an  insigntneant  individual  to  the 
ban  of  the  Republic — I  shall  not  alter  my  conrae. 
I* blush  with  indignation  at  the  mivre presentations 
which  have  gone  forth  in  the  public  prints  of  our 
proceeding's,  public  and  private;  Are  the  people 
of  the  United  Slates,  the  real  sovereigns  of  the 
country,  unworthy  of  knowing  what,  there  is  too 
much  reason  to  believe,  has  Men  eommunicaicd 
ti3  the  privileged  spies  of  foreign  Governments  7 
I  think  our  citizens  just  as  well  entitled  to  know 
what  has  passed  aa  the  Marquis  Yriijo,  who  has 
bearded  your  President  to  hi^  face,  insulted  your 
Government  within  its  own  peculiar  jurisdiction, 
and  outraged  all  decency.  Do  you  mistake  this 
diplomatic  buppet  for  an  automaton?  He  has 
orders  for  all  he  dees.  Take  his  instructions  from 
his  pocket  to-morrow,  they  are  signed  ^*  Chatfes 
Maurice  Talleyrand."  Let  the  nation  know  what 
they  have  to  depend  upon.  Be  true  to  them,  and 
(trust  me>  they  will  prove  true  to  themselves  and 
tn  you.  The  people  are  honest — now  at  home  at 
their  ploughs,  not  dreaming  of  what  you  are  about. 
But  ike  spirit  of  inquiry,  that  has  too  long  slept, 
will  be,  must  be,  awakened.  Let  them  l^gin  to 
think— not  to  say  such  things  are  proper  because 
they  have  been  done — of  what  has  been  done,  and 
wherefore,  and  all  will  be  right.  r 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  Hottse 
adjourned. 


Tbdbsdat,  March  0.    . 

Mr.  CoNBAi).  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  twelAh  of  December  last,  a 
letter  in  the  German  language,  from  David  Chris- 
toph  Mau,  addressed  to  the  Speaker,  presenting 
to  Congress  a  copy  of  his  works^  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  considered:  Where- 
upon. 

Resolved^  That  the  Librarian  be  directed  to  re- 
ceive aod  take  charge  of  the  said  books,  and  that 
the  Speaker  be  requested  to  acknowledge,  by 'a 
letter  addressed  to  the  said  Divid  Cnristoph  Man, 
the  acceptance  of  the  said  books. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate. to  the  bill,  entitled 
*"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory:"-  Whereup  )n, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bijl,be  oommired  to  a  Committee"of  the 
whole  H^mse  on  Monday  next. 

The  HoQ5^e  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by 'the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  relalinjf  to  bonds  given  by  Marshals:" 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments^  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Tallmadgb,  Mr. 
Clark,  and  Mr.  Hastih os. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act 
for  the  punishment  of  coaoterfeiting  the  current 
coin  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
vas  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committjee 
of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  G.  W.  .Campbell^  one  of  the  members 
from  the  State. of  Tennesseee,  presented  to  the 
House  certain  resolutions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  said  State,  for  the  opening  the  Muscle 
SaoaU  in  the  river  Tennessee ;  which  were  read, 
<  mad  referred  to  Mr.  G.  W.  CAMPefiLL  Mr.  Var- 
um, Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Spaldino. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbbli.,  moved  the  following 
lesoltttion: 

Metohedt  That  piomion  ought  to  be  mtde  ftr.open- 
ing  sad  uapnmag  the  navigation  of  the  river  Tenneso 
Me»  thzoofl^  the  Mnsde  Shoals,  in  the  Missimppi  Teiw 
litory* 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolution  l>e  referred 
to  the  committee  last  appointed. 

XON-IMPORTAaiON  OP  BRITISH  GOODS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uaion  on  Mr. 
Gaoo'e  resolution. 

Mr.N.  Willi  Aifs. — The  subject  now  under  con- 
sideration calls  for  a  displajr  of  all  the  knowledge 
and  experience  of  commercial  men  and  statesmen. 
And  although  I  do  not  profess  to  be  of  either  class, 
yet  if  I  ahould  chance  to  bestow  a  mite  of  infor- 
mation upon  a  subject  of  such  vast  importance  to 
this  country^  it  will  no  doubt  be  favorably  re- 
ceived by  this  honorable  Committee. 

The  resolution  now  under  discussion  bos  for  its 
principal  object  the  protection  of  the  active  com- 
merce of  our  country;  it  therefore  becomes  us 
perhaps,  before  we  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
measure  proposed,  to  inquire  whether  commerce 
is  of  itself  so  important  to  us,  as  to  demand  our 
protection.  This  first  inquiry  might  seem  un- 
necessary, and  even  exuaordinary,  had  we  not 
witnessed  so  repently,  upon  this  floor,  the  very 
liffht  and  trivial  manner  in  which  the  commerce 
of  this  country  has  been  treated,  and  had  we  not 
heard  the  v^ry  strange  opinion^  that  it  ought  to 
be  left  to  uke  care  of  itself. 

It  is  possible  that  the  agricultural  class,  which 
embraces  a  very  great  and  respectable  part  of  the 
population  of  our  country,  will  look  foe  some  evi- 
dence of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  to  them  from 
the  protected  enterprise  of  our  merchants.  Those 
benefits,  however,  are  so  obvious  to  an  attentive 
observer,  that  verv  little  need  be  urged  to  render 
them  apparent.  It  has  been  justly  said  that  ag- 
riculture and  commerce  are  handmaids  to  each 
other.  Indeed  their  interests  are  strongly  and 
durably  interwoven.  ^  Commerce  has  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  raise  the  price  of  the  product  of  the  far- 
mer's labor,  by  seeking  in  every  part  of  the  world 
the  best  markets  for  our  articles  of  export,  and  by 
bringing  back  and  scattering  though  the  country 
that  circulating  medium,  which  cherishes  indus- 
try, and  sweetens  the  toils  of  the  labprer.  ,  If 


we  had  not  an  active  commerce  among  our  own 
citizens,  it  is  evident  that  foreign  merchants  and 
nations  only,  would  be  encich«l  hj  the  profiu  of 
our  agriculture,  would  convert  us  into  mere  dig- 

fera  of  the  soil  for  their  benefit,  and  would  there- 
y  gain  the  means  of  insulting  and  degradiug  us 
more  abundanily.  The  price  of  our  produce  will 
lessen  in  the  proportion  that  we  cdruil  the  means 
•f  transporting  it  to  the  best  forei^  markets,  and 
the  means  wiU  assuredly  be  curtailed  if  we  with- 
draw our  proteetion  from  the  enterprise  of  our 
citizens  upon  the  ocean.  Declare  to  foreign  na- 
tions that  the  active  commerce  of  this  couatry 
meets  no  longer  the  fostering  care  of  Gkverameat, 
and  you  will  soon  hear  of  their  tenfold  insolence 
upon  the  seas ;  and  our  vessels^  frowned  from  the 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  there,  will  find  an  asy- 
lum in  our  harbors  only,  where  they  will  be  left 
to  rot.  The  produce  of  our  country  must  share 
a  similar  fate,  unless  we  consent  to  dispose  of  it 
to  foreign  merchants  and  speculators,  at  any  price 
they  may  please  to  offier  (or  it.  But  what  is  not 
less  important,  if  we  have  a  r^ard  for  morals  and 
happinesSf  a  horrid  picture  here  presents  itself; 
that  moment  you  stagnate  the  vent  of  your  grain, 
an  extensive  inland  country  will  be  inundated 
with  whiskey  and  the  destructive  vices  which 
flow  from  the  free  use  of  it» 

Although  important,  this  is  far  from  being  the 
most  important  view  which  may  be  taken  of  this 
subject.  It  is  a  conceded  poifit,  that  our  Govern- 
ment must  by  some  means  or  other  have  revenue. 
The  greatest  statesmen  and  patriots  of  this  coun- 
try, have  united,  I  believe,  in  cooisidering  com- 
n^erce  as  our  most  fruitful  source  of  revenue  and 
riches.  It  presents  a  mode  of  fiscal  exaction,  the 
most  in  .union  with.  the.  spirit  and  feelings  as  well 
as  the  interests  of  the  American  people — that  of 
indirect  taxation.  By  th&  mode  the  consumers 
of  articles  of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture, 
contribute  freely  and  copiously  to  the  support  of 
our  Government,  and  to  ihat  fund  which  is  des- 
tined to  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  aad 
this  too  without  feeling  in  a  great  degree  the 
weight  of  the  contribution..  But  the  moment^  sir, 
we  give  up  this  source  of  revenue,  or  espoae  it  to 
the  cupiditv  and  rapacity  of  foreign  Powers,  a  re- 
sort to  modes  of  laxation  less  cd»ngenial  with  the 
spiritof  freedom  must  be  inevitable.  Let  those 
who  are  for  giving  <ip  this,  look  about  and  see 
what  other  sources  of  revenue  our  country  can 
furnish.  Ezperienoe)  that  mother  of  wisdom,  has 
already  instructed  us,  that  excise  laws  are  too 
odious  in  many  parts  of  our  country,  to  be  borne; 
indeed  this  source  of  revenue  would  at  best  be 
trifling.  Personal  property  is  of  a  nature  too 
occult  and  too  liable  to  shift  and  change  to  be- 
come a  safe  and  permanent  source  of  revenue. 
The  sale  of  the  public  lands,  relied  on  by  some,  is 
an  expedient  which  on  many  accounto  will  be 
slow  and  inefficient;  but  if  the  sentiment  pre- 
vails of  leaving  commerce  to  take  care  of  itself, 
and  my  notions  are  correot  that  such  a  measure 
will  paralyze  the  industry  of  the  farmer,  it  may 
verv  justly  be  doubted,  whether  our  wild  laodj 
will  meet  with  a  r^dy  market.     Wbal  then,  I 
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vould  ask,  jremftUM,  ^ut  a  hn^  lui,  to  Mippljr  a 
fiiod  to  meet  ihe  iiec«ssaiy  cftlls  of  «<]r  Govera- 
maftt  J  a  tax  so  odious  i«  laanjr  fiari^of  oar  aotto- 
tiy,  as  (o  be  one  of  ike  powerhj^  causes  of  liie 
ov«rtbrQw  of  one  AdmiatsCratioftyBad  if  agaio  r«r 
aorted  to,  may  ^posaiUf  produoe  like  d^alruoUoB  of 
anptb^. 

Skoald  poQBidentions  like  tiiese,  thorovgl^ly 
pur^ued^^raira  iosuffioieatio  eoiMTkieegentleaBeji 
that  thfi  eonuaeroa  0i  ttua  eouaiary  ia  w%  rtky  to 
lie  shkldeJ  ky  ket  fMrotaotiag  arai.  I  aaay  d<eapai>r 
qf  dQiAg  it  yerbapf t  by  aay '  ffrtW  argaatteaAs 

Stitkiu  fay  ^owaf  to  addace.  Bat  k  isoanaidly 
eserviog  tbe.  renenbiaDce  of  fki$  teiorabia 
1)ody,  itM  <a4ur  OpvccBaaent,  by  tba  eoirae  it  haa 
taken,  has  Joag  Mae  pledged  itself  lo  snppofl  the 
vigkisfuidiatefestaoA  our  aberohanita  upaii  the 
ocean.  Aside  of  the  imcaease  Tevantes  drawo 
from  their  eaterpriae  and  indostrvt  we  fooay  «on- 
aiderthe  measurea  aloat^  adopted  by  our  Govenn 
meut»  to  protect aadguamntee  ih«ir  intofeau,  hy 
epmpacts  with  foreiga  oaiiona  afsd  ataiataetfia  for. 
tbeic  defenae,  as  having  the  direct  effect  of  knng 
them  to  embark  their  property  apo^  the  seas  With 
the  most  implicit  security^  and  with  almoejt,a  cesr- 
taiA  asaurance  that  this  proteetion.  should  be  ooo- 
tlnued.  In  short,  J  da  not  sect  how  k  can  b*  de<> 
aied  that  these  privileges  arenas' much  eatitlad  lo 
the  psoteetioA  ^  Qoveranaaiyt,  as  thoae,  equaUy. 
thouffb  not  more  sacred,  which  are  enjoyed  by 
our  &ilow-citi2eoa  Hfpoo  land.  To  relinquish  any 
of  them  would  be  taking  a  step  towards  a  daa- 
tardly  abandonment  of  aor  iodepeadenae  nsa  na- 
tioj^ — ^aod  would  be  annoilneing  to  ererf  peapla 
oa  earth)  that  we  have  betoase  so  taora  aad  aub- 
niasive  that  we  are  willing  to  be  oaavetted  into 
simple  toqlsaad  inatpumantaforthekuaalindprb^ 
fit,  and  to  desert  thetdafhnee  of  oar  «wn  aacred 
xi^kta. .  Whatever  cauVae  ptflicyor  wisdoaa  mif;ht 
h^ite  dictated  to  thia  nation  a  priori  ffeapeeung 
Qocnmeioe^  k  ia  evideHlly  too  late  now  ta  reimoe 
otiratcfps^  naK,9eo«innetdoit,»hortof  treaehary 
towftrds  thi9  mercanaile  intetest,  and  wkhoot 
zeodering  ourselfes  a  avbjeclof  detisioa  hnd  con* 
tempt  to  all  l&uropa.  if  wa  shrink  ad  ilie  present, 
oocasiea  from  ihat  bald  and  enei^eiic  oottrab 
wbieh  the  times  seam  to  call  fdr,  what  a  re- 
«|ieetable  figare  we  shall  cait  in  history  I  This 
will  be  our  atery:— ^'The  AmeriOManation,  fivN 
ing  her  commeroe  iitffae  Maditemnean  pestered 
by  th^.pet^ybaiibare«i<  Powers  aomeaadiag  that 
aea,^l4iitered  and  talked  mhafatiy  like  B^badil  in 
the  play«.  New  ihts  hero  «aa  iiTtneihle,  or  he 
nfoaU  oot  Jia^  talked  ao  valiantly.  *  Twenty 
more-^kill  them  1  Twenty  moi»— kill  daem  tool' 
But  the  moment  theu  vighta  upo*  the  oeean  were 
aafailed  by  A  aation  at  once  mapettableaad  pew* 
erful^  they  meanly  shrunk  frevi  the  coaieat,  and 
in  vain  did  their. adnaired.Eiboutitve endeavor  to 
Talla.  the  repreaeaimii  veiB  of  the  people,  in  support 
of  the  firnr  and  dignified  meaaares  which  he  re- 
eommended." 

If  therefore  k  iaekar,  as. I  trust  it  is,  that  com- 
meroe ia  the  great  anpportev  of  agiicukuve— that  it 
iaat  the  same  lime  themoat  rationalaad  moat  proli- 
fic aourcciof  revenoeand.'riches  to  oar  CQiuilry^aiid 
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iff  in  addition  tothi%Ck>vevnroent  has  pledged  itself 
to  a  vast  body  of  respectable  ciiiaeas,  in  every  part 
of  the  United  States,  to  pfotect  theiir  property 
liegaUy  eaipllayed  in  eomm«rce-*to  say  that  thia 
cqaiineree  shall  now  hfi  left  to  take  care  of  itself— 
of  all  the  inaultiflg  mockeries  ever  offered  to  thia 
aaAien,  thia  appears  to  me  the  most  insulting. 
But  wiih,  many,  and  I  do  not  safier  myself  la 
deubt,  with  a  great  aai^rky  of  ibis  Commktee^ 
this  question  may  be  considered  as  at  rest.  Com* 
meree  is  worthy  of  oilr  proteciioa^  Our  aalaml 
siitMtioa^  and  the-  laudable  enterprise  of  our  cki* 
zeaa^  which' leads  them  into  evetry  sea  and  toerery 
land^  have  made  it  ours,  and  we  eanaot  abandon 
it  wuhout  being  gnilty  of  the  most  .palpable  folly. 
Should  any  gentleman  heie  really  believe,  iioC-» 
withstalfedia^  the  yelumes  of  evidence  whieh  have 
Idaded  our  tables  io  the  eontntry,  that  oar  eom>- 
merdal  rijihts  have  net  keen  iniured  or  insuked 
by  the  Beiiish  nation,  I  confess  I  shoald  feel  iny- 
self  at  a  loss  how  to  addresa  him.  If  he  wiU  dia« 
csedU  what  ilU  our  merohanvt)  all  our  statesmen^ 
and  the  best  writers  upon. the  law  of  nations  de^ 
olare  to  he  true,*!  ahoald  oonstder  hioa  as  irreoo* 
vi^rahly  lost  in  ttee  legion  of  douMs,  where  I  should 
be  disposed  to  leave  hint  in  the  andisinrbed  enjoy- 
ment of  his  own  ffloomy  imagiiMtJon.  Indeed,  aa 
clear  does  this  subject  appear  to  me,  that  I  fear  k 
would  be  wasting  time  evea  A6  state  a  grievaaoe 
so  well  known  to  all.  Qreat  Britain  has  for  many 
years  styled  herself  mistress  of  the  oeean.  And. in 
truth  it  cannot  be  denied  that  sIm  has  emoted 
qpon  that  element  a  coloasus  of  power  Which  over^ 
looks  and  would  overawe  all  the  nations  on  the 
glebe.  "Rule  Britannia"  ia  an  old  song  of  he« 
sinffing;  and  I  bave.aomewhere  read  ihat  ihe 
ballads  of  a  nation  go  far  to  portray,  if  net*  to  form 
the  spirk  and  propensities  of  a  people.  Coaa^ 
quently,  jealouaof  every  other  commercilil  aatiotti 
thia  haughty  queen  would  naturally  eadeatar  to 
suppress  the  rapid  aod  lafity  soarim  of  thia  Ame- 
rican Eagle.  This  Jeaileusy  hies,  of  coarse  given 
rise  to  those  priilcipies  which  she  attempts  to  in* 
terpolate  into  the  laws  of  aaiiana,-  and  of  which 
we  nvw eompUio $  such  as^^^thata trade  opeaed 
to  neuiNda  by  a  nation  at  war,  on  aeeoant  of  the 
was,  is  anlawful  j-^that  a  veaael  on  her  retuna 
Yoyage  is  liable  .to  ceiptane,  on  aceottol  of  havinfp 
carried,  mt  her  ou£irard  vovage^  oontrahdnd  artv* 
cles  to  an  enemy's  port.  To  these  may  be  added 
the  right  which  she  daringly  assnmea  and  erueMy 
exectttes^of  impressing  aersons  from  Amfctiaaw 
bottoms,  sailings  under  the  American  flag  9faa 
the  high  seas;  and  other  piinciplea  not  less  mi* 
portent  though  totally  deatitute  of  any  le|pil  or 
equitable  foundation,  and  against  which  this  na- 
tieo  ought  to  lift  up -her  hands  to  Heaven  by  war 
of  solemn  protest.  Ai\d  what  is  alarming  to  ail 
eeflectiag  men  is^  that  the  courts  of  Great  Britaioi 
whi^rh  have  hitherto  stood  high  in  the  estimatioa 
of  aU  civili2ad  nations  for  inteffrity,  and  for  legal 
and  political  knowledge,  have  been  found  of  lata 
servile  eaeagh  to  attempt  to  weave  into  the  code 
of  natiana,  any  prinei  pies  which  ha  ve  heen  reooo^ 
mended  by  that  Government  as  favorable  to  her 
iaieretts.    NoWj  it  appears  tM  me,  sir,  that  tJho 
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question  is  nan  so  much,  whether  we  shall  sur- 
reoder  to  that  nation  those  particular  •branches  of 
the  carryiDe  trade,  which  haye  given  rise  to  our 
disputes  wiin  her,  as  whether  we  shall  be  allowed 
to  retain  any  free  commerce  upon  the  ocean  at  all. 
For  all  mast  see,  that  although  that  nation  isslow 
and  cautious  in  its  progress  to  absolute  maritime 
•orereignty.  yet,  her  stHdes  are  firm  and  deter- 
mined; ana  nothing  is  more  certain  than  this, 
that  whatever  rights  we  resifn  with  tame  sub- 
mission are  gone  forever.  It  is  alarming  to  hear 
it  said,  as  it  has  been  upon  this  floor,  with  a  kind 
of  triumph,  What !  shall  we  quarrel  with  a  pow- 
erful nation  for  so  trifling  an  object  as  the  carry-^ 
ing  trade?  Such  blindness  is  to  me  astonishing. 
That  nation  and  her  courts  have  not  till  lately  in- 
fisted,  with  any  hope  of  establishing^  upon  the  prin- 
ciples now  contended  for.  It.  is  now  an  experi- 
ment only.  She  will  either  advance  or  recede, 
according  to  the  spirit  with  which  we  meet  her 
usurpations.  This  is  only  one  step  in  the  ladder, 
aod  this  ladder  reaches  around  the  globe.  A  na- 
tion which  makes  convenience  and  power  the 
only  rule  of  right  and  justice,  will  find  no  en^  to 
iier  pretensions.  To-day  she  finds  it  convenient 
40  prohibit  our  earrying  the  surplus  colonial  pro- 
duce in  our  markets  to  foreign  countries ;  to-mor- 
row she  will  find  it  convenient  to  prohibit  the  car- 
riage of  our  own  produce,  in  otfr  own  bottoms,  to 
foreign  markets ;  and  she  always  has  power  to  en** 
force  the  dictates  of  her  convenience.  No,  sir,  I. 
would  not  burrender  one  single  right  which  our 
interest  and  hcnor  call  u^on  us  to  defend:  and 
more  especially,  if  by  receding  one  step,  we  jeopar- 
dize all  the  fair  features  of  our  commerce,  let  ta 
boldl)r  contend  for  every  vestige. 

This  I  hope  aod  trust  we  shall  attempt  to  do,  by 
ef%rf  means  which  God  and  Nature  have  so 
abundantly  placed  in  our  power — means,  which^ 
if  applied  with  firmness  and  energy,  will  doubt- 
less*produce  the  desi red  efiec t.  But  what  are  these 
means  is  the  question.  The  proposition  now  un- 
der consideration,  or  something  similar  in  prinei- 
ple,  meets^  lam  told,  the  approbation  of  our  great- 
est and  wisest  statesmen.  Those  in  this  House 
who  will  take  a  calm  survey  of  our  situation,  I 
«m  strong  in  the  belief,  will  also  approve  this  mea* 
sure,  or  one  not  much  unlike  it.  The  wisdom  and 
penetration  of  the  British  Cabinet  will  soon  per- 
oeive,  that  such  a  measure,  if  adopted,  is  calcula- 
ted to  raise  up  among  them  at  home  and  in  the 
West  Indies,  a  host  of  hungry  and  clamorous  ad- 
vocates for  rights,  and  they  will  soon  see  the  policy, 
if  not  the.  necessity,  of  treating  us  with  justice. 
But  without  takinjf  some  step  which  discovers 
firmness  and  decision  on  our  part,  I  would  ask, 
what  privilege  we  can  expect  to  preserve,  except 
that  alone  which  is  seldom  denied  to  the  weak  and 
contemptible,  the  privilege  of  being  plundered  and 
insulted  without  reserve  ?  To  talt  of  offensive 
war  is  unnecessary,  it  is  childish.  The  weapons 
within  our  reach  are  not  at  present  warlike,  though 
eapable  of  wounding  deeply.  Some,  however,  are 
of  opinion  that  this  measure  will  lead  to  war.  I 
think  differently.  It  will, in  my  opinion,  preserve 
peace  aod  our  commerce  at  the  same  time.    We 


have  a  right  surely  to  say  to>  any  nation  ^at  in- 
jures and  offends  us,  that  we  will  stop  an  inter- 
course  with  her.  until  she  consents  to  do  us  justice* 

But  this  proiect  is  to  lead  to  measures  of  de- 
fence, and  to  a  loss  of  revenue !  This  in  a  degree 
is  true.  And  with  those  who  weigh  national 
rights  and  honor  in  the  same  scales  with  dollars 
and  cents,  this  may  prove  an  insurmountable  ob- 
jection. But  I  have  calculated,  that  our  ^rts 
and  harboiSB  will  not  be  l^ft  in'  their  present  ex- 
posed situation,  CTon  though  this  measure  should 
not  be  adopted.  I  hope  at  any  rate  that  we  shall 
find  patriotism  enough  liere  to  preserve  us  from 
this  national  disgrace.  As  to  a  loss  of  revenue,  it 
will  be  but  temporary.  But  our  economical  sys- 
tem forbids  even  tbis  loss!  Shall  we  suffer  our- 
seres  to  be  seduced  by  this  plausible  and  popular, 
this  sacred  word  ''economy^  Hove  economy 
as  much  as  anybody :  But  let  us  remember  the 
object  of  this  measure.  Shall  we,  for  fear  of  los- 
ing a  few  millions  of  dollars  devoted  to  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  jeopardize  that  Sinking  ?and  itself? 
Those  who  are  solicitious,.and  none  can  be  more 
solicitious  than  mysdf,  to  pay  the  national  debt, ' 
will  prove  themselves  willing,  I  hope,  to  pursue 
the' means,  and  the  only  rational  means  of  doing 
it.  Let  economy  be  embraced  as  far  as  it  can 
be,  in  contonanee  with  honor  and  safety.  This 
is  true  economy.  Another  sore  may  be  popular, 
but  I  pronounce  it  dangerous. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  have  entered  into  a  detailed 
account  or  the  loss  or  gain  of  revenue,  which 
will  follow  the  adoption  of  this  measure.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  do  it  with  accuracy,  and, 
viewinff  the  subject  as  I  have  done,  it  is  unneces- 
sary. It  is  -sufficient  for  me  to  know  that  the  loss 
will  be  but  temporary,  and  such  as  we  can  bear, 
and  that  the  gain  will  be  durable  and  honora- 
ble to  our  country.  With  respect  to  the  vaiious 
resolutions  laid  upon  our  table,  reiati? e  to  this 
subject,'  I  have  some  difficulty  in  deciding  which 
I  would  prefer.  /Those  whicn  affect  specific  arti- 
cles, by  laying  a  duty  upon  them,  are  not  clear 
of  difficulties.  Yon  cannot  make  a  seleedon  ^th- 
out  materially  afiectiikg  certain  sections  of  the 
Union.  The  resolution  now  under  dfscusssion 
cuts  deep,  but  I  think  it  deserves  a  preference. 

It  is  unfortunate,  sir,  that  any  gentleman  upofc 
this  floor  should  attempt  to  mne  up  distinctions 
among  our  citizens,  or  to  hold  up  to  the  odium  of 
the  community  a  class  of  men  so  numerous  and 
respectable  as  that  of  our  merchants.  If  mer^ 
cantile  men  are  avaricious,  affrieultural  gentle- 
men, I  take  it,  are  not  totally  destitute  of  greedi- 
ness. Tbey  both  labor,  no  doubt,  to  preserve 
their  profits,  and<*  the  honorable  gentleman  froih 
Virginia  himself  told  us,  the  other  day,  that  he 
had  not  yet  sold  his  tobacco. 

Mr.  Ma8tbb8^^I  shall  not  defiy  that  Qteat 
Britain  has  Insulted  us  by  Impressing  our  seaii^n, 
neither  shall  I  deny  that  that  nation  has  comtitiit- 
ted  wanton  aggressions  and  depredations  on  our 
commerce,  and  that  commerce  ought  to  be  pr9- 
tected.  That  the  resolution  under  consideration 
is  the  best  course  to  be  pursued  for  the  interest  of 
this  nation,  I  shall  contend  against 
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RestrafDts  and  prohibidoos  between  aations 
hare  always  arisen  from  two  eircooislaDeea-^tbe 
first,  to  promote  their  homeindostrfr  or  maoafiie* 
tores.  The  liberal  price  of  waces,  joined  with 
the  plenty  and  cheapness  of  land,  which'  indoees 
the  labofer  to  qoit  his  employer  and  become  planr 
ter  or  farmer  himself,  who  rewards  with  the 
aame  liberality  which  indaces  his  laborers  lo  leave 
their  employment  for  the  same  Reasons  as  the 
first:  tt|erefore,  it  is  impossible  fer'  maaafiMstnres 
to  fleansh  hi  this  country  in  oUr  present  situa- 
tion. 

The  case  in  most  other  eeimtrles  is  very  differ- 
tot  where  the  price  of  labor  is  low,  and.  tbe  rent 
aoia  tbe  profit  coneome  tbe  wa^  of  the  laborer, 
and  the  higher  order  orpeople  oppresstheiiderior, 
whieh  I  'hope  aerer  to  eee  in  thu  ooantry. 

It  may  rationally'  be  caloalated  that .  som^  of 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States  will  eventually  be- 
come maailfaetnrijig  States;  some  of  those  States 
nre  nearly  filled  witb  people,  and  manyindiyi- 
ditak  have  large  capitals  employed  in^oretgn 
eommeree,  to  the  amount  in  many  instances  of  two 
and  three  hundred  thousand  dolbie  eaohs  When 
peace  takes  place  in  Europe,  and  things  come, 
down  to  their  natural  standani,  and  they  can  no 
longer  etnploy  that  capital  to  advantage  in  com- 
mercial speculations,  they  will  withdraw  the 
rame  from  that  employment;  they  roust  make 
use -of  those  capitals  sopae^herel  they  cannot 
▼est  tbem  to  any  adeaatage  in  our  pubiic.funds, 
bank  etock  or  other  corAetations,  beyond  a  cenam 
extent ;  they  therefore,  by  the  aid  of  water-wbrka 
and  macfatntey*  wilt  naturally  employ  those  cap^ 
itab  in  maaunctnres^  and  I  trust  the  time  is 
not  man V  years  distant.  That  is  not  now. the 
eaee,  and  can  l»?e  jio  bearing  on  .the  present, 
question;  indeed  it  is  hardly  contended^ that  the 
resolution  is  brauffht  forward  for  that  purpose ;  it 
miMt  tnerefoce  be  brought. forward  for  soibeetker 
purpose. 

The  other  circmasta»ee,  which  fires  rise  to 
tifohibitions  between  nations^  arises  from  the  rio- 
lenee  of -national  animosity  ^whidi  generally  ends 
io  war.  This  circuaetaaee  hae  brpughtthis  reso- 
lution into  ezistettce ;  the  preamble  speaks  war- 
like iauffuage,  and  the  whole  tidna  togethef  is 
«  prelude  to  war  with  a  nation  who  has  two 
knn^red  •bip»4»f<he-tioe^  four  hundred  frigates, 
besides  gun^brigs  and  other  armed.  Tessels^  whose 
rerenue  is  between  forty  and  fifty  miilioas  ster- 
liM,  who  can  'go  to  ^war  with/  us  without  any 
UMtional  expense  to  themselves^  who  will  sweep 
tbe  ocenn  of  American  eommeree)  amountiac  to 
nenrly  otte  hundred  million  of  dmiars.  What 
Chen  wiH  be  the  sitnatu^n  of  your  currying  trade? 
What  then  Will  be  the  sittmtioa  of  your  com- 
merce and  your  country  ? 
.'But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massaehu- 
aetb  (Mr.  OmowNinspiBLo)  has  told  us  ^  if  we  go 
Co%ar,  we  can  do  Great  Britain  the  ouMt  iii^ury." 
•Tbe  ilavigation  of  their  merchant  vessels  is  pjrin- 
cip«ilyearried.on  under  convoy.  Someindividu- 
nla  mhy  fit  out  a  few  privateers  and  capture  now 
•od  then  .a  vessel,  aiid  put  some  price  money  in 
tlMur^pfiiMft  pnakeis ;  it  eaonot  be  of  any  advanp 


tage  to  the  nation,  which  will  groan  under  poverty- 
and  distress. 

It  appears  to  me  a  matter  of  great  deliberattea 
how  far  we  ought  to  adopt  the  present  resolution, 
by  prohibitlDg  the  importation  of  British  menu* 
faetures.  *  In  evsry  country  it  ever  was,  and  si* 
waysr  must  be^  the  interest  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  to  buy  whatever  they  want,  of  those  who 
^1~  it  cheapest.    We  cannot  procure  the  same 
articles  sq  cheap  elsewhere ;  even  should  th^ 
measure  net  involve  us  in  a  war,  prohibitions  and 
revenge  naturally  dictate. retaliation,  and  nationa 
seldon^  fail  to  do  It.    The  honorable  mover  of  the 
re^lotion  (Mr.  Qrboo)  ssks  us,  ^  bow  it  is  to  be 
inferred,  we  cannot  abide  by  and  execute  this 
system  ?"    It  is  to  be  inferredfrom  retaliation,  and 
oboervatioQ  of  nations  who  have,  preceded  ua. 
When  Fxanecr  io  1667,  laid  discriminating  dntiea 
on  Holland,  the  Dutch  retaliated  by  the  prohibit 
tiott  of  French  wines,  brandies,  and  the  like:  a 
war  followed,  and  the  ^ce  of  Nimeguen  regu- 
lated their  commercial  disputes.    About  that  time 
the  English  prohibited  the  importation  of  laoa 
manufactured  in  Riaaders;  the  Qovernment  of 
that  country,  which  was  then  junder  the  dominion 
of  Spain,  immediately  retaliated  and  prohibited 
all  importation  of  English  woollens.    Soon  after 
this,  the  French  and  English  mutually  began  their 
heavy  duties  and  prohibitions,  and  have  ever 
since  been  in  commercial  disputes,  quarrels,  and 
hostilities;  and  we,  with  our  eyes  open^  are  now 
going  Jnto  the  saa^e  system.    The  same  honora- 
ble gentleman  has  also  said  it  would  attack  Great 
Britain  in  her  vitals,  in  her  manufactories  and 
warehouses.    It  seems  a  bad  method  of  compensa- 
ting injuries  done  to  us,  to  do  another  worse  in- 
jury to  ourselves,  which  I  believe  will  be  the 
case  by  adopting  the  present  resolution ;  it  will 
have  a  natturaltendenli^  to  retaliation  and  revenge. 
It  is  very  pioblematical  wfaelher  the  carrying 
tfttde  is  advantageous  to  this  nation.    Our  mer- 
chants in  that  employ  transporting  foreign  pro- 
duce from  :Batavia  and  the  West  Indiei  to  the 
United  States,  and  Uoripg  the  cargoes  for  some 
time  in  warehouses  and  reshipping  the  same  to 
Holland,  the  Hanse  Towns,  Antwerp  in  French 
Flanders,  and  other  ports;  and  in  some  instances 
taking  tbe  avails  of  those  $argo^,  and  proceeding 
to  China,  from  whence  they  return  with  teas;  in 
other  instances  pipeeed  to  jyoffland  and  lay  out 
the  avails  in  British  goods;  and  then  making  ctr- 
enitotts  voyages  of  two^  and  three  years,  with 
thoee  hirge  capitals  out  of  our  country,  and  be- 
fore tbejr  can  release  those  cargoes  «o  as  to  pur* 
chase  our  domestic  produce. 

My  worthy  colleague  from  New  York,  who  hat 
just  ^t  down,  (Mr.  Williamb,)  has  observed, 
"^  that  commerce  is  essential  to  this  country,  and 
agricolture  naturally  goes  with  it;"  this  proposi- 
tion, taken  abstractedly,  I  shall  not  deny ;  and  then 
asks  us,  "  where  is  the  revenue  to  support  Gov- 
ernment ?"  I  will  answer  ths  t  gentleman,  by  ask- 
ing him  the  same  question,  Where  is  the  revenue 
to  support  Government,  when  nearly  one  half  of 
that  revenue  is  derived  from  Great  Britain  and 
herdepeodeneka?    I  would  ask  that  gentlemaa 
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1 18  tt>  be  the  morlret  for  26,000,000  weigltt  of 
cotton  annually  exported,  (it  is  not  to  be  presi^med 
thiey  will  not  retaliate  in  every  piirtieiikr ;}  wb^re 
u  to  he  the  market  for  your  tobaceo,  potasiies, 
flazfleed,  prorisions,  and  other  doinestk  prodnce, 
erpdrted  from  this  eountr^r  to  Qreat  Britain,  the 
Bm^h  Sait  ami  West  Indies,  and  NeiivfoiindlaBd, 
to  tbeannoal  value  of  between  20  biijd430,000;000? 
Rely  OB  it,  if  yon  adopt  this  measure,  you  will  ein- 
bnrtaM  ail  the  operatvoab  of  Goveraiaienft,  all  the 
dyeratioDs  off  the  oommanity.  and  muat  nave  re 
ccmrse  to  direct  taxialion  ob  the  farmer,  who  will 
be  unable  to  pky,  for  the  Wknt  ^f  a  priee  for  bis 
prbduce  f  your  merehaiats  becoiAfe  bitntkrupts  and 
yob  duress  the  agriculturists. 

The  same  honorable  getitleman  fn>m  Pennsyl" 
^«nia  has  farther  observed,  "it  will  be  sveh  a 
iboak  upon  Great  Britain,  she  wilL  sot  be  able  to 
esAiire  it."  Let  that  g<^nile»«n>  fefltoct  oji  the 
wealtb  and  maritime  power  of  th»t  cbonftry. 
Brer  since  my  memory,  the  a}>proacfatDg  ruin  of 
Great  Britain  has  beed  fte(|uently  foretold ;  nfter 
«H  llhe  vain  attempts,  they  yet  r egolate  the  com- 
iaefce  of  the  l^orld.  i  most  confeBs  i  have  but 
Mttle  faith  in  undertaking  commercial  regulations 
^th  that  natton,  hnd  I  believ^  we  sbaii  show  a  very 
pretty  ienre  in  the  attempt,  and  be  obliged  to  r^ 
cede  wfth  disgrace,' and  I  ca-anot  vote  for  the  pret^ 
ent  resolution-. 

Mr.  8»iLiE. — I  apn  id  favor,  Mr.  Cliairman^  of 
llie  resoloftion  under  consrderatiovt;  and  lest  it 
should  be  supposed  I  am  an  enthusiast  in  respect 
te  c6(Dfnerce,  and  deserve  to  be  classed  amodg 
ihm  desperate  order  of  men  called  merchants,  aC* 
cordinff  to  the  representation  wbieh  we  have  bad 
vesterday  from  the  ffentlemaa  from  Virginia,  3 
beg  leave  to  make  a  flw  remarks  on  the  abstract 
^estion,  whether  ccinmerce  ought  to  be  consid** 
ered  as  beneficial  in  its  relation  to  the  United 
Biates.  I  bare  long  thoxigbt  that  there  is  an  bs- 
aemial  difference  between  what  is.  in  the  common 
laafuage  of  the  world,  a  splendid,  ai)<d>  great,  nwi 
a  haffipy  |i«ople.  I  ba^e  oeea  led  to  think  that 
Utt  sitbation  of  the  peqpke  of  the  United  States, 
Mairated  from  the  rest  of  the  world  by  an  ocean 
ef  three  thousatid  mUes,  pdssessinj;  aB  itnmesMc 
region  of  land,  baving  fall  employment  for  all  her 
people  in  the  caltivacion  of  the  earth— having, 
m>m  thfe  variety  of  her  eli  ante  and  the  difiercnoe 
^  her  soil,  the  meatascf  stipplying  herseif, not 
mily  wi^  all  the  neces^riesof^life  in  abDindanef, 
b«c  with  many  of  its  comforts,  and  even  some  of 
its  iMaries— from  ihtfse  coneiderattons,  I  have 
been  led  to  think  it  bad  been  happier  if  the  Ame^ 
rican  people,  when  they  became  «n  independent 
Mlitfa,  had  found  thevisdves  without  commerce, 
ind  had  still  remained  lefo.  Thus  circumstanced, 
tbey  would  certainly  have  avoided  those  dangers 
which  flo#  fi^om  the  weakness  of  an  extended 
trade,  and  those  li»xnries  which  have  hitherto 
proved  so  fatal  to  morals,  happiness,  and  liberty* 
la  my  opinion,  we  should  have  been  a  happier 
I|eople  without  com raerce.  Among  the  considera- 
tions which  have  induced  me  to  believe  that  this 
Would  huve  been  a  happy  state,  is^  that  we  should 
baveei»|oyed  a  perfect  state  of  safety.   We  aboold 


not  have  been  vbder  the  necessity  of  eonAicHng 
with  foreign  nations ;  because  commerce,  and  cohh 
merce  alonse,  can  produce  tfaose.coniitets.  1  have 
expressed  this  opifiioii,  to  show  tbat  I  have  not 
been  led  by  aui  particular  attaehnDent  to  cool* 
merce,  to  take  tnat  patt  which  I  have  declaited  I 
would  do  on  the  present  occasion.  But  what  waa 
the  situation  of  the  Ambrtcan  people  when  they 
first  ftsuad  themselves  a  naticnl  And  what  are 
the  duties  impaaed  upon  tai  by  the  compact  we 
entered  into)  As  t6  any  abstiact  dpinioBs  we 
may  entertain  on  this  subject,  they  ought  to  have 
no^nfiaenee  herb  upon  us.  I  etand  here  on  other 
groundr  and  da're  notYcsidt  the  dictates  of  duty.  I 
was  astovished  yesterday  toiiear  Jt  mentioned  fav 
theeeBtlediaBfisem.Virgi«ia,  (Mr«J.  Ri^^DO&PH,) 
and  boldly  asserted,  refeiriag  to  tb*  GottslitteiOBt 
tbat  ttre  American  QoTerdm^kit  was  uftder  no 
obligbtion  ierfirotect.«By  propbtrt^  of  its  cttteeiia 
one  foot  from  the  shore.  I  Was«s*OBished  at  this 
deebiratioB^  because  I  cauld  see  to^ilhat  it  weol^ 
I  saw,  if  this  #as  the  oprnion  of  the  SouibeiB 
States,  where  it  would  end:  The  sitUAitoD  ol 
this  people,  when  they  became  a  ndtieo,  was  thw: 
The  Eastern  States  migiit  propctly  be  s^id  to  be 
a  eomxnercinl  peo]Me,as  tiwy  iivcd  by  catMierce } 
tbe  Middle  States  were  pavtly  commereiai  and 
partly  agricultural ;  the  Soutbem^States,  properly 
speakiBgy  were  agrievttuirat  This  epposiiioa  of 
character  must  hare  created  great  diifficalty  in 
fdrming  the  Constitution^iadd,  in  troth,  this  and 
other  poittts  thtewgreait  obstacles  in  the  waly  of 
hs  fbrmatfoni.  Bat  m  spirit  of  ocncesabn  ovBr* 
came  ail  difficnltte^.  Is  it,  lunrever.to  be  be- 
lieved, that  the  &dtetB  Biatea,  property  coinalet* 
cial,  or  the  Middle,  paVtabing^equally  of  the  cooa* 
mevciiil  and  iagncuhucitl  charaotec,  would  have 
united  with  the  Southern  States;  if  they  bad  becB 
fold  that  oomfoieroe  ^hraa^o  aeoeiTe  bd  pcetectiofi) 
No^  sir,  it  eaniiot  be  belieired.  Bbt  I  take  higher 
ground — the  compact  itself,  referred  to  by  the 
gentleman  t  iroiii  vvgiota*  Let  ds  examine  the 
powers  vested  m  CoogreesoBder  tiu»CoinpB<»,BBd 
decide  whether  doBimeiipewaa,  or  tras  not  intended 
to  be  protected.  If  there  wbb  Bothiaft  ifpeoific  in 
these  powers,  tbr  first  pa^  wouM  tbom  the  intsB* 
tioR  of  its  fraatos.  ^  We,  tfaeipeaple  of  the  Udi* 

<  ted  Stflites,  ia  oader  tb  forte  m  bmm  perfect  nBto% 
^eatabUsb  jtatiee,  iaiiure  dei^estio  tvanqsMUtty^ 
'provide  m  thecommdB  defenoe,  pv^MQote  th* 

<  general  welieire,'*  Sbt.-  if  #e  go  ob  to  the  leath 
page,  we  shall  there  And  the  power  gsMBie  Ooa- 
gresS)  ^'  to  provide  and  maihitaiB  «>Bwy«^'  Is  tbe 
protectionof  oomneree  coBtempltfted  here,  or  k 
It  not  ?  in  dther  parte  of  the  iBStrnmcBty  we  pev 
<ieive  tlw  powBr  to  relpdaie  eomokeroe  vested  in 
Congress.  Will  any  man  pretend  to  say  thai  tbe 
power  of  establishing  a  taavy  can  be  exercised  ia- 
depeodent  of  commewe^  Svery  man  of  oom- 
mon  sense  bnowathata  navy  cattBOt^eveB  exist 
Without  it. 

Having  sufficiency  catablished  the  Hgbt  of  oott- 
mense  to  protection  imder  under  the  GonetitutMMiy 
I  come  BOW  to  consider  the  reeolutioB  uBder  eon* 
sideration.  We  find  our  rights  invaded  byfoieigB 
naiioni,  and  an  flttael&  made;  by  Ofta^iataaii  on  oav 
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currfiDg  trade,  whieii,  ia  ny  Qpimion,  omnot  be 
WBf  ranted  by  the  Uw  of  oatioDs. •  I  shall  Jiot  epB- 
deftcead  to  argne  tbi«  poiat.  i  believe  it  to  be  a 
lawful  trade,  kt  wkoerer  may  deny  it.  I  have 
aakoD  eoBie  pains  to  make  myoelf  acquainted  vith 
the  subject,  by  reading  sereral  teeatises  upon  it; 
and,  DotvithstaDdtag  the  cootempt  witk  whieh  a 
•erOkiD  book  was  yesleeday  larealed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  i  wiU  ventuia  to  pr«dfot  that, 
whea  the  mortai  part  of  that  geotlemaii  aa^  my- 
self abfill  be  in  ashes,  the  author  of  that  work  wiib 
Iba  ooDsidered  a  ^ceat  maa.  Ndc  do  I  jofctge  la  thb 
esolvsiveW  from  mjr  ow«  opintoo,  but  feom  th£ 
^iaioas  ot  mcnvf  ^istiagiiished  taleots^  from  dtf- 
Rfeat  (koddistftat  pasts  (^  the  Qaioa,  who.all 
OBMor  ia  saying  that  the  writer  baa  ^lielnsively 
cataldiah«d  the  principle  he  oon tends  isr.  Indeed, 
f  eottid  mtt  hava  believed,  bai  I  not  heaid  it,  that 
«'Beipreaentatiire  of  thd  American  people,  in  the 
-ikaeof  the  Legislatose,  wonldhanre  reliDquished 
«o  pracioos  a  piincipie  I  Bat  Jhere  was  a  coriolis 
Jeacore  ia  til  th«>  lamiikous  disooveiies  yesterday 
^Isselosed  to  us  by  the  ^fenttomaa  fkafn  Virgioiar 
ia  w^kh  Jieitncu^r  obserred  ihemic  of  the  rheto- 
Ticiatt--f-whese  a  point  coaU  not  be  joatified,  to  get 
Oirer  it  ai  well'as'ba  coaid.  On.the  impiessmeat 
of  ear  seaman,  fa«  said  nothing.  He  kaav  that 
the  American  feelJDgs.wonld.  aot  bear  it  Whep 
1  thiAk  of  what  is  eaUed  the  leaisy ing  trade,  I  con-' 
:ttdef  it  a  amaU  evii  eompared  to  tbi&  '  It  has  been 
csMipared  to  Algeiine  slavery,  hot  it  ia  worse. 
iVihat  .ia  tihjs  imipressmettt  1^  Youv.  citisens  aie 
ABised  by  tfaa  hand:  of  violenoa.  aad  if  tbay  refaae 
t»  ia;ht  the  battles  of  these  who  thus  lay  violent 
ItfMu  upon  them,  you  see  ihana.  haagm  at  the 
yatd-aim.  In  Iha^rat  pl«ee,  they  aMoUisied  to 
lespose  thtii  pemoi^ to  mnrdefi,  io  igliling  the  bat- 
tles of  a  nation  to  which  theyi  owe  no  ailegianoe. 
Tkev  aeaobliged  toeomn^il  tnorder,fof  it*is  moeder 
to  takeftway  the  life  of  a  man  wh»  has  giivea  «s  no 
cfende,  ai  the  same  time  that  they  expose  their 
«wii  pcHMMis  to  the  commisaioQ  of  morder.  This 
ia  the- true  pmot  of  light  ilk  which  2  have  always 
Mniideiedihishoiraid  and  har^batoas  act,  for  iduch, 
inde^,  I  cannot  find  langaage  soffieiently  strong 
to  eotpreas  theiadignattOA  I  feeL  This' is  the  situ - 
Mion  of  oar  eoilntry.  Our  comtteree  depredated 
upon  m  averv  sea,  oisr  eitiseos  dragecd  irom  their 
homea,  aod  4e«poi)ed  of  ail  thcf  lu3d  dear.  We 
aieJold  wearenot  tomiad  these tjimgs^Hhat the 
nation  who  commits  the  ouifagw  is  a  p«wetlal 
nation.  BiM  really,  as  as  Amencaa,  I  cannot  feel 
4kie  force  of  this  ciwervatiDn.  ■ 

The  geotlenma  inom  VtigiiHa  yesterday  fs- 
anmed  it  as  a  pnnciple,  and  the  whole  of  his  ar- 
;gn«a9t  turned  on  it,  thst  ^is  is  a  war  measure, 
aad  that  its  friends  are  for  going  to  war.  Were 
i  satisfied  with  the  troth  of  this  remark,  1  should 
chanj^e  my  mind  with  regard  to  tiie  resointioa. 
But  IS  it-a  war  mewure  ?  1  faekere  the  sama  du- 
ties apd  obii^tioBs  exist  between  nations  as  be- 
4veea  iadividuais  in  a  state  of  nature.    If  my 

nbbor  treats  me  with  injustice,  I  have  a  ri^t 
rcliaaall  ioierconrse  with  him,  without -gir- 
ing  hkm  a  right  to  kaoek  me  down.  .  If  wb  deem 
itPBruklanst.nal.tataMiasnthA  partiaiiiaje  aa*i 


tion,  fauve  w«  not  a  tight  to  say  so  ?^a  nation 
with  whom  we  have  no  commercial  treaty,  and 
towards  whom,  therefore,  in  regard  to  trade,  ite 
have  a  right  to  act  as  we  please  9  If  a  cominer- 
oial  treaty  existed  between  us,  it  would  be  o«r 
duly  to  observe  it ;  but,  without  one.  we  have'an 
undoubted  right  to  say  ^rhether  we  bare  or  ha?^ 
not  a  use  for  her  prodtiptions.    If^  then,  this  be  a 

g^ace  mjeasur^.  why  treat  it  as  a  wa,r  measure'? 
i^t  it  is  said  th^t  it  will  lead  to  war.  BritatQ  is 
said  to  be  a  great  patioQ,  high  spirited,  and  proi^S, 
and  therefore  we  must  not  t«^ke  this  step  f6r  feqjr 
of  the  cpnsequ^ncjBs.  Tr^ce  this  argi|ment — s^m 
where  it  leads  us.  It  leads  us  to  this :  t'bat,  with 
a  powerfiid  oatlon^rXire  jiimi  op  no  ^U2C;9ua(  what- 
ever qnairrek  though  sl^i  paay  dopamit  ever  Kp 
many  aggressions  on  p^r  ^Ight.  Na^  we  moat  ao^, 
tet  her  go  whatever  Aeogih  shft  may,  until,  on  ^ 
samA  prinoipie,  we  shatf  be  called  iftpc»  to  (lurnaq* 
der-  Qor  independeoec,  because  wp  have  to  dtU 
wtth  a  po:#eilfiil  nation  1*  If  we  dio  not  make  a 
stknd'aowa^akiat  her  aggresslfons,  whea^sr  w^ere 
shail  we  do  it  7  But  one^  alternative  will  remain 
—to  -bend  our  necks,  to  crouch  beneath  the  ty radL 
tp  submit  without  murmur  to  her  insolence  ana 
injustice. 

It  is  surprising  to  me  to  see  this  resolutiijtt 
Routed  by  gentlemep,  when  this  same  measure 
has  ever  been  considered  as  the  most  proper  tii- 
BtrumeBiJ  with  which  to  contend  with  Grea*  Brit- 
ain. }i  we  Ipok  back  to  the  times  ^f  the  stqui^ 
act,  we  will  see  that  this  was  then  t^e  op^piofi 
of  (he  American  people.  Voluntarily  associ^^infl^ 


themselves  togetbW,  \hey  cheerfully  a.pd  unhesf- 
tatinglv,  as  the  means  of  obtaining  redress^  relin- 
quished the  luxpries,  and  evep  the  necessarie^'^f 


life  drawn  from  Great  Britain.  These  associd- 
tipos  were  voluntary,  as,  from  the  situatip;!  of 
the  coiloiii^.  they  could  not  be  otherwise.  And  It 
is  remarkable  that  .Great  Britain  did  no|  consider 
this  a  cause  of  war,  though  the  people  of  tjtjs 
country  wei^e  the^i  her  subjects.  Coming  dowii  to 
tatet  times;  an4  approax^hing  |:h,e  period  pf  our' na- 
tional independence,  tiiesaine  measure  was  resPr|- 
ed  to,  apd  cohsidiered  an  ejQectUal  expedient  to  ob- 
Uip  re(jlress  of  pur  grievances.  Ip  177^  ^hiat  W^s 
the  sense  of  the  pepple  of  Bpgla.nd  pn  t^his  subjept  ? 
apd  how  did  they  feel  the  efiepts  of  thp  ppi^-ii^- 
portation  agreem^t  of  the  colonists  ?  X^  tl^yi 
speak  for  themselves. 

«  Them  9sm»  vw  vmtK^^g^  df^ttadin  i^  Brit- 
M  Fsrlisment  in  wMi  the  pv^  thought  Miamselvfa 
iDfn^  deeply  JU^ifresti^  or  ihr  the  ijssplt  pf  whi«h  t||i^ 
m  aa^pre  imp^i^ntaa^e^ thfWithr  piiw#at» pep; ma 

^  i«ft  of  Europe,  |9ape(m4j  tA^  PP#aim4  fi^  in* 
attentive,  to  the  eycKot. 

*'  The  second  speech  fiom  the  thronei  as  wpU  4f  ^ 
first,  pointed  out  the  American  sffiiirs  to  the  ffrlia- 
ment  as  the  principal  object  of  its  deliberatiops:  hptll 
Houses,  by  their  addresses,  showed  \hat  they  lpo]|^ 
upon  them  in  the  same  important  light. 

^'  Petitions  were  received  from  the  merchants  of  Lpn- 
don,  Bristol,  Lancaster,  Liverpool,  Hull,  Glasgow,  &c, 
and,  indeed,  fram  most  of  the  trading  and  manufactur- 
ing towns  and  boroughs  in  the  Kingdom.  In  these 
petitioas,  they  set  finrth  the  great  decay  of  their  trade, 
~^    t»  the  new  lawaaabssgalations  made*  lor  Am* 
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rica.  The  yist  qutntity  of  our  manufitcturoi,  (beidet 
those  uticlefl  impoited  from  inroad,  which  were  pur- 
chsMd  either  with  our  own  manu&ctnree,  or  with  the 
modvee  of  onr  colonies,)  which  the  Amorksn  trade 
finmerly  took  off  our  hands ;  by  all  which,  many  thoa- 
sand  manufacturers,  seamen,  and  laborers,  hsd  been 
employed,  to  the  Tery  great  and  increasing  benefit  of 
the  nation.  That,  in  return  fqr  these  exjports,  the  peti- 
tioners  had  received  from  the  colonies,  rice,  indigo,  to- 
bacco, naval  stores,  oil,  whale  fins,  furs,  and  lately  pot- 
ash, with  other  staple  commodities^  besides  a  large  bal- 
ance in  remittances,  by  bills  of  exchange  and  bullion, 
obtained  by  the  colonists  ibr  articles  of  their  produce, 
not  required  for  British  market,  and  therefore  exported 
to  other  places. 

**  That,  from  the  nature  of  this  trade,  consisting  of 
British  manufactures  exported,  and  of  the  import  of  raw 
materials  from*  America,  many*  of  them  used  in  our 
manufactures,  and  all  of  them  tending  to  lessen  ourjde- 
pendence^on  neighboring  States,  it 'must  be  deemed  of 
the  highest  ynportanee  in  the  commercial  system  of 
thai  nation;  that  this  commerce,  so  beneficial  to  the 
State,  and  so  necessary  for  the  support  of  multitudes, 
then  lay  under  such  difficulties  and  discouragements, 
that  nothing  less  than  its  utter  ruin  waji  apprehended, 
without  the  immediate,  interposition  of  Parliament." 

**  At  the  conclusion  of  our  last  volume,  we  saw  the 
nation  involved  in  the  most  distressful  circumstances 
that  could  well  be  imagined ;  our  manufacture^  at  a 
stand,  commerce  almost  totally  annihilated,  provisions 
extravagantly  dear,  and  a  numerous  populace  unem- 
ployed, without  the  means  of  procuring  a  livelihood. 
Such,  and  so  gloomy,  was  the  prospect  that  opened  at 
home." — VoL  ix.  Ann,  JUg, 

Down  to  the  begin  nioff  of  the  American  war, 
this  was  uniformly  coDsioered  as  the  most  .power- 
ful instrument  in  our  hands  to  oblige  Britain  to 
do  us  justice.  Since  that  time,  it  willl>e  found  that 
the  same  sentiment  has  been  expressed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 
By  a  recurrence  to  the  Journals  it  will  be  seen 
that,  on  the  21st  of  April^  1794,  this  resolution  was 
adopted : 

**  Whereat,  The  injuries  which  have  bera  suffered, 
and  may  be  suffered,  by  the  United  States,  from  viola- 
tions committed  by  Ureat  Britain,  on  their  neutral 
rights  and  commercial  interests,  as  well  as  from  her 
ftilure  to  execute  the  seventh  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  render  it  expedient  for  the  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stateb  that  the  commercialinterbourse between  the 
two  countries  should  not  continue  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  extent  at  present  allowed : 

'<  Raotved,  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember next,  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  die  subjects  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  citiaens  or  subjects  of 
any  other  nation,  so  fiu  as  the  same  respects  articles  of 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
■haU  be  prohibited." 

This  resolution  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  I  find  there  were  for  it  58  yeas,  and  against  it 
38  nays.  Among  those  who  voted  in  favor  of  it, 
I  find  my  own  name,  associated  with  the  names 
of  men  with  whom  it  has.  alwa^^s  been  my  pride 
and  pleasure  to  act.  And  among  these,  I  find  the 
name  of  a  Madison,  a  Baldwin,  a  Nicholas,  a  Clark, 
m  Venable,  a  Blount,  and  a  Ma«on.  It  will  be  seen, 
.too,  that  this  leaolatimi  i^eikt  maeii  fiutiier  ihan 


that  which  is  qow  proposed — that  it  went  co  the 
lengthof  probibitiog  ail  intercourse,  while  the  pre- 
sent resolution  is  confined ^to  prohibiting  iiaporCi^ 
and' does  not  apply  at  aiito  our  exports. 

With  regard  to  the  effect  of  this  meaanre  upoft 
the  revenue,  I  believe  it  will  have  such  an  effect, 
to  a  certain  degree,  but  I  am  far  from  believing  it 
will  be  to  tbe  amount  talked  of.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  w6  will  obtain  from  pther  eonotries  what  will 
suffice  for  our  wants,  without  applving  to'GreAi 
Britain.  But  suppose  there  should  be  a  greater 
deficiency  in  our  revenue,  and  suppose  we  shall 
not  'get  rrom  other  countries  all  the  artieles  we 
want;  are  we  to  compare  these  pritvations  with 
the  sacrifice  of  our  righ  ts  a«  a  nation  ?  1,  for  one,, 
am  of  the  opinion,  that  if  we  were  not  to  consume 
half  the  luxuries,  and  many  of  the  conveniences, 
at  present  imported,  we  should  be  as  happy  at  we 
now  are.  This  would  have  one  eseellen  t  eieet-^ 
it  would  revive  that, spirit  of  industry  which  oar 
lar^  importations^  so  far  as  relates' to  family  mas* 
ufactures,  have  almost  annihilated.  I  cannot  aee 
what  is  to  prevent  every  family  among  us  mami- 
facturing  what  is  necessary  for  their  own  wear.. 
It  is  truer  we  might  want  the  fine  cloches  we  wcar^ 
and  our  wives  be  depriired  of  their  silk  gowns,, 
but  would  this  diminish  our  happtnen  t  Are  suck 
privations  to  be  put  in  to  competition  with  the  pres- 
ervation of  our  rights  %  I  hope  there  still  remains^ 
toomuch  of  that  ancient  virtue  which  once  glowed 
in*  the  American  breast  to  consider  this  as  an  evil* 
I  confess  I  was  exceedingly  surprised  yesterday, 
to  hear  my  coUeagite,  (Mr.  J.  Clat,)  cemiog  from 
one  of  \be  first  commercial  cities  m  the  Union^ 
expressing  his  despair  of  the  virtue  of  the  Ameri- 
can people-r-expressing  the  opinion  that  onr  peo-^ 
pld  could  not  hold  ^ut  six  or  eight  months  against 
such  n  measure.  U  it  possible  that  such  an  iden 
can  be  correct?  Is  it  possible  that  a  few  year* 
have  wrought  such  a  change  in  the  character  of  a 
peoplefamed  for  their  virtue,  and  distinguished  ibr 
the  sacrifices  t  hey  ha vemade  }  Is  it  possihie  that 
luxury  has  made  such  inroads  upon  us,  that  all 
our  ancient  virtue  is  gone  %  I,  for  one,  cannot  boa 
believe,  that,  if  the  American  people  are  placed 
in  the  same  situation,  they  will  not  shrink  from 
danger.  I  shall  be  reluctantly  obliged  to  believe 
so.  I  think  better  of  them.  >  I  have  seen- them 
true  to  themselves  in  worse  times  than  these,  and 
I  never  have  yet  seen  them,  in  any  times,  ftinck 
from  a  performance  of  their  duty. 

Another  exntession  of  my  colleague  also  sur- 
prised me.  lie  said  this  measure  would,  in  the 
opinion  of  every  man^  justify  retaliation.  .'  This  is 
pronouncing  it  a  war  measure,  unless  by  retalia- 
tion he  means  commercial  retaliaiion.  If  be  means 
retaliation  by  means  of  fleets  and  armies,  it  is  a 
most  strange  opinion,  as  there  is  not  afeature  in 
the  resolution  that  points  to  war. 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  the  efifectof  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  Legislature  in  1794,  the  gentle- 
man assigns  a  most  extraordinary  reason.  He 
tells  you  at  that  time  there  was  such  an  enthusi- 
asm and  attachment  to  the  French  nation,  that  the 
American  people  were  ready^to  draw  their  vworda 
in  bar  fiiror.    I  am  saso^  hewevtf ,  thai,  by  a  ret* 
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Tospect  of  the  opinions  which  at  that  time  pre- 
Tailed  in  the^citT^  where  that  gentleman  as  well 
as  myself  resided,  he  will  perceive  the  incorrect-^ 
ness  of  his  remark.  I  never  yet  met  with  any  man 
who  thoaght  we  would  be  Justified  in  interfering 
in  the  contest  of  France  with  the  despots  of  Eu- 
rope. The  enthusiasm  felt  for  France  I  well  re- 
member. We  considered  her  as  contending  for 
the  rights  of  human  nature,  and  oar  wishes  were 
ardent  for  her  success.  Another  circumstance 
heightened  these  feelings?  we  recollected  the  ser- 
▼iees  site  had  rendered  us  in  tirnes  of  distress.  But, 
with  regard  to  entering  into  the  war  in  her  favor, 
I  never  knew  a  man,  who  I  could  say  was  in  his 
senses,  for  it.  This,  therefore,  could  have  no  effect 
!n  carrying  the  resolution  I  -have  just  read. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  told  us,  that, 
in  adopting  this  measure,  we  shaU  be  goaded  Jiy 
commerciu  interest  into  a  contest  with  Britain  on 
the  seas..  For  one,  I  hope  we  shall  have  no  war. 
I  view  this  measure  as  a  peaceable  measure,  and 
entertain  great*  hopes  that  it  #ill  have  the  effect 
we  with.  When  we  consider  the  situation  of  Brit- 
ain, we  may  be  confident  that  she  will  not  wi'h 
to  itforease  the  number  of  her  enemies,  and  it  will 
rarely  be  good  policy  in  ber  to  avoid  taking  that 
ground  which  will  have  this  effect. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virffinia  tells  us  that 
the  situation  of  £ngland  is  diffident  from  whAt  it 
was  in  1793.  A^eed ;  but  that  change  is  in  our 
liftvor.  Qreat  Bntam  has  at  present  her  hands  so 
full)  thiit  she  will  not  wish  to  increase  her  ene- 
mies. The  events  of  thepresent  contest  are ex^ 
tremely  uncertiiin.  If  the  Eunpetor  of  France  shall 
frore  successftil,  and  make  a  peace  on  the  conti- 
nent, to  the  exclusion  of  Great  Britain,  he  will 
undoubtedly  shut  out  British  manfufactures  from 
every  pan  of  Europe.  Tie  present,  therefore,  is 
the  most  favorable  time  for  pursuing  our  measures. 

The  gentleman  also  inquit^es,  what  will  Eing- 
land  say  of  our  conduct  to  Spain  ?'  He  laments 
that  his  lips  on  this*  subject  are  closed. '  I  too  la- 
ment that  mine  are  closed.  I  wish  to  God  that 
every  word  said  "while  our  ddors  were  closed,  and 
that  every  measure  ent^ed  into,  were  known  to 
every  man,  woman,  and  child)  in  America.  I  shall 
not  on  this  'occasion  say  inore,  but  to  express  the 
hitpe  that  the  day  is  not  distant  when  the  gentle- 
man's statements  will  be  rectified  by  a  complete 
diselolure. 

The  same  gentleitiaif  has  avowed  his  hostility 
to  a  eertain  nation,  and  he  is  willing  to  go  to  war 
with  her,  because  ne  considers  her  feeble,  and  be- 
eause  she  has  been  gmhy  of  aggressions  on  our 
Tights.  Mighty  aggression  I  Which  is  nothing 
more  than  what  happened  the  other  day  at  De- 
troit,'where  eertain  British  oflScers  seized  a  man. 
with  the  view  of  carrying  him  over  the  line.  1 
hope  stich  trivial  things,  the  ofispringof  accident 
or  personal  resentment,  will  never  be  considered 
by  us  cause  of  war.  I  hope  the  American  people 
will  never  ffo  to  war  when  they  can  avoid  it  with- 
out a  sacrifice  of  honor  or  justice. '  For  my  part 
I  cannot  see  what  this  measure  has  to  do  with 
«Mir  affllirs  with  Spain.  Have  we  not  a  riffht  to 
manage  those  affairs  independent  of  England ) 


Have  we  got  to  this,  that  we  are  to  consider  En- 
gland as  a  party  to  our  transactions  with  other 
nations  ?  In  our  affairs  with  Spain,  we  are  doing 
England  no  injury,  and  she  has  no  right  to  inter- 
fere with  the  exercise  of  our- rights  asaninde* 
pendent  nati6n. 

The  gentleman  asks  will  it  be  politic  to  strength- 
en the  hands  of  France,  to  invij^orate  the  power 
that  tlireatens  the  subjugation  of  the  world  ?  How 
this  topic  has  been  brought  into  view,  I  cannot 
tell.  I  have  no  predilection  to  France.  I  have 
no  attachment  to  any  couqtrjr  but  the  one  in  which 
I  live.  I  am  willing  to  do  justice  to  all  nations^ 
and- to  require  it  from  all.  But  suppose  Bonaparte 
should  succeed  in  the  conquest  of  Europe?  It 
will  be  a  long  time  before  it  can  be  effected ;  and 
if  effected,*  it  will  be  foand  'that  a  fleet  is  not  the 
work  of  a  day.  It  will  be  found  to  be  the  Work  of 
years,  and  years  of  peace'  too,  before  he  can  po»- 
•ess  sufficient  ships  and  seamen  to  destroy  the 
British  navy.  And  what  are  the  dreadful  terrors 
of  the  French  Government?'  There  appears  at 
the'  head  of  her  affairs -a  man  who^  transcends  in 
talents  and  ambition  the  other  potentates  of  Eu- 
rope. But  is  there  anything  permanent  in  this? 
Much ;  everything  may  depend  on  his  brittle  life. 
On  his  fall,  she  may  become  as  feeble  asf  she  ever 
was  before.  The  nation  we  ought  to  fear,  accord- 
inff  to  the  gentleman  from  Vireinia.  is  not  that 
which  has  the  actual  command  of  tne  sea.  No, 
the  gentleman  is  not  afraid  of  her,  but  of  the  na- 
tion which  may  have  the  command  of  it  hereaf- 
ter. I  should  regret  to  see  any  nation  of  Europe 
blotted  out  of  existence.  I  hope  that  Bonaparte 
will  never  conquer  England,  or  England  conquer 
France.  But  I  cannot  attach  much  importance 
to  distant,  while  I  am  menaced  by  present  dan- 
gers. 

The  gentleman  has  also  portrayed  the  great 
danger  to  the  Constitution  from  war.  I  agree 
with  him:  I  too  deprecate  war.  I  (consider  it  one 
of  the  worst  evils  that  can  befall  mankind.  But 
as  I  have  already  shown  that  this  is  not  a  war, 
but  a  peace  measure,  his  remarks  do  not  apply. 
I  know  th^t  war  is  attended  bv  numerous  evils, 
that  it  not  only  exhausts  our  blood  and  treasure^ 
but  that  it  has  a  still  more  fatal  effect  on  our  man- 
ners. Still  am  I  not  willing  to  prostrate  the  dig- 
nity, the  interest,  and  the  honor  of  my  country^ 
even  if  war  should  be  the  consequence. 

Thegentleman  has  also  sounded  an  alarm  among 
Us  because  this  is  not  a  measure  of  the  Cabinet* 
That  gentleman,  however,  knows  full  well  that  any 
member  on  this  floor,  without  even  consulting 
any  of  his  fellow  members,  mi|ch  less  the  Cabinet, 
has  a  right  to  bring  forward  any  resolution  he 
pleases.  But  he  said  at  the  same  time  there  was 
no  Cabinet.  Ho,w  then  could  he  expect  us  to  con- 
sult the  Cabinet,  when  no  such  thing  exists  ?  My 
friend,  who  offered  this  resolution,  showed  it  to 
me  before  he  presented  it.  I  concurred  in  it,  and 
I- now  advocate  it,  because  I  think  it  right,  and 
the  gentleman  will  not  deny  that  every  gentle- 
man on  this  floor  has  equal  rights. 

The  gentleman  has  also  told  us  that  France  in 
17^  wat  doing  what  England  now  doea,  that  she 
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va$  fightiog  the  battles  of  the  world.  For  my 
part  I  do  aot  believe  the  world  is  indebted  to  either 
of  those  oatioiiS;  much  less  do  I  believe  that  we 
aj:e.  But  this  same  Eoglaod  can  do  wonders; 
and  it  seems  we  ace  pot  to  coateod  for  our  rights 
with  her,  lest  she  should  get  out  of  hun»or  with 
iia.  I  know  ihe  poiirer  of  the  En^ish  £eet^afid  I 
know  W9  cannot  contend  with  it.  Debauched, 
bowievor,  as  her  Goverument  is,  I  do  sot  believe 
^j^  wili'ffo  to  war  with  us;  but  if  she  does  not,  it 
'Vrijil  Qiot  Be  owiii^  ^  the  caution  we  have  observed 
lA  discussing  this  subject.  Of  this  nation,  tivus 
te|)r^ented  as  fighting  the  battle&of  the  wo/l(L  { 
may  perhaps  have  formed  a  wrong  opinion,  in  the 
^tiiafite  I  have  formed  o^f  her  humanity  and  jus- 
Uce.  Go  to  the  East  Indies ;  throw  your  evep  on 
A/xica;  look  back  on  the  American  Revolution, 
apd  talk  of  her  humanity  !  Applaud  her  for  JMf- 
tlce,  when  there  is  not  a  nation  on  earth  at  this 
day  %o  much  dbposed  to  be  hostile  to  tts !  Sijc 
she  will  never  forgive  us  for  having  achieved  o^ 
independence.  Her  hostility  is  invigorated  by 
apother  circumstance.  She  is  the  first  trading 
nation  in  the  world — we  are  the  second.  We  in- 
lecfere  with  her  aggrandizement,  and  she  has  4e- 
ti^r mined  to  crush  us*  She  is  proceeding  step  \j 
i»tep  in  the  work  of  destruction,  and  if  we  axe  .#9 
pusillanimous  as  to  submit,  she  wjU  pu&h  on  to 
our  ruin  and  disgn^ce.  The  jgentleman  h^s  told 
as  that  if  we  aid  anv  Power,  u  hei'  efiB>rts  to  de* 
stroy  Britain,  we  shall  endanger  ourselves.  Indeed, 
sir,  so  many  evidences  of  the  friendship  of  this 
nation  ase  brought  before  us,  that  it  only  waists  ex- 
perience to  believe  them. 

We  are  told  by  tjhe  same  gentleman,  that  Frap<^ 
will  do  us  the  honor  only  to  mak£  vm  the  last  natioa 
she  devours.  Why  all  this  clainor  about  Frapce, 
when  she  is  not  injuring  us,  while  we  are  so  laine 
t9  other  nations  who  are  violating  our  dearest 
rifihl?  ?  I  trust  we  shall  know  how  to  respect  our- 
selves with  whatever  nation  we  have  to  deal,  and 
if  France  acts  to  us  as  England  has  done,  that  we 
Will  treat  her  as  we  are  now  for  Ureatiag  England 
But  till  this  time  arrives  these  remarl 
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come  now  to  reply  to  one  thing  said  by  the 

fentleman  from  Virginia,  which  f  am  very  sorry 
am  under  the  necessity  of  doing.  The  fate  of 
this  coun  try  is  placed  in  irresponsible  hands.  Tom, 
Dick.and  Harry,  ought  to  be  put  in  to  straight  waist- 
coats !  Whether  this  language  is  consistent  with 
the  respect  due  to  this  House,  or  to  this  nation,  J 
leave  the  gentleman  to  judge  fox  himself.  I  w»U 
grant  that  that  gentleman,  has  a  right  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  opinion  on  all  political  ;iubjecls.  I 
will  even  allow  that  he  has  a  mind  more  luminous 
than  belongs  to  most  men.  But  I  will  also  say, 
that  the  rijzhts  which  he  claims  for  himself  he 
ought  to  allow  to  his  fellow  members.  If  I  en- 
tertain an  opinion  which  is  wrong,  and  any  man 
can  convince  me  it  is  so,  I  am  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge it;  but  how  comes  the  gentleman  to  repre* 
sent  all  the  members  on  this  Boor  as  a  set  of  fools  ? 
Why,  sir,  ifl  were  to  pretend  to  say  that  John  Locke 
vas  a  foul,  that  Milton  was  a  bad  poet,  that  Ba^oo 
l^as  a  miserable  Iftwyco:,  nfhAtev^r  .o^y  int/ei^tju^ 


might  be,  I  should  aoA  derogate  from  ihair  ehanor 
4iers.  I  believe  this  will  oe  the  ca3e  with  lih^ 
members  of  this  tlous^,  and  that  tiaa  character  of 
pq  man  ia  it  will  be  affected  by  his  chajge.  I  caj^ 
look  thvoQgh  this  body  nod  sac  4iiaay  of  aiy  lU- 
low  members,  whose  sroice  is  nav^x  h^ard  on  thia 
door,  on  who«e  Judgment  X  can  place  as  higk  ^ 
reiiance»as  on  tho^  whose  talents  are  the  moit 
conspicuously  displayed.  I  beg  the  Ooc(tmitlee  wil). 
excuse  nve  for  the  lafge  pojruon  of  theif  lima  I 
have  consumed,  on  poinia  so  little  c^ooected  witj^ 
the  q  uestion  uiKlar  consideration.  I  will  conclude 
what  I  hav«  ^^  prcaaut'  to  say,  resarvicg  ta  |Df«^ 
the  Tight  of  aiakiag  some  addiuoaajl  iema,rkB  1^ 
fore  the  question  is  taken. 

Mr.  JonK  BANnoiLrBU^Mr.  Chairman^  I  4a4 
expect,  on  coming  into  ^he  ^QUS^  this  mocning, 
that  the  friends  of  the  resolutioj^  nnAer  di^cusaic^ 
would  have  hfiought  forward  aoiyie  aqgumente  t^ 
show  (what  they  had  studiously  (^voided)  thai  the 
ability  to  coerce  Great  Britain  ia  within  thccmor 
pa^  of  this  nation's  power ;  that  thia.power  oMfb^ 
now  to  ne  exerted,  and  that  the  propoied  meaanf^ 
is  equal  to  the  desired  a&ct.  it  hehooves  them 
to  demonstca.te  all'  this,  befoi^  they  nak  for  onr 
support.  I  did  i^otcome dowJ^i  to  the  House  wilh 
the  expectation  of  iiste9inigto.a  gro^caiacepraaaiilp 
ation  of  my  expression^  yaaterday,  loose  and  desul- 
tory as  I  allow  them  to  hav«  heen;  oauch  kif 
was  I  prepred  to  he^r  siich  niareniceqqntatioAa 
from  the  Itps  of  aged  meiij  whoop  I  hare  trea^ 
with  iuvanable  and  g^iarded  fieapect;  belwoeni 
whom  a,ad  mpeU*  there  bas^Joiy  eatiMed  a  poliiir 
oal  iriendsbip-rreal,  (m  my  part,  apparent  oo 
theirs.  I  did  not,  indeed,  expect  to  hear  narUcttr 
lar  expressionSjU^  by  fie  in  the  ardor  of  deba^e^ 
broken  and  culled  from  :thevr  ooanectiag  raeui'' 
hers,  and  mutilated  9M  tpciured  into  a»eai|4iifi 
which  cold'hloodi^d  malice  aloi^e  oould  have  4f* 
vised.  Sir,  in  this  >vay  of  prqce^di^g  (without 
intending  any  profane  Qo^pavi^n)  .the  Bible  itr 
self  may  be  made  jto  preach  atheiam,  to  dedaac 
that  there  is  no  Ood.  "  The  fool  saith  in  his  heart 
there  is  no  God*^'  Taken  u»p^ber>  it  ia  iBsjiircd 
wisdom ;  dismember  it,  it  ia  impiety.. 

It  has  not  been  denied,  by  any  j^eaber  oa  thia 
floor,  that  the  carrying  trade,  tbiat  xhe  comiBaeM« 
and  navigation  of  tl£se  States,  ongbt  to  be  mq- 
tected.  The  only  questiom  ip  qyomodo7  mrc 
you  the  ability  to  protect  them  by  war^aftd  art 
thev  of  syfficient  value  to  justify  the  expense  of 
sttcn  protection?  We  say  no;  they  eaJUietjMf 
for  so  dear  a  defence,  rich  as  they  may  be.  Bfil^ 
above  all,  they  cannot  repay  us  for  the  loss  of  our 
Constitution.  It  is  above  all  price.  We  gafurT 
ther^we  affirm  that  trade  is  now  protected  by 
the  most  efficient  means  within  our  powei^^hf 
discrimiuating  dutjes.  laid  by  the  votes  of  So^tl^ 
ern  men ;  and  yet.  sir,  we  are  thceaCened  wU]^ 
schism,  with  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  if  wedo  not 
adopt  particular  aystems,  devised  by  chapce.  bor 
gotten  of  ignorance  or  imbecility..  Are  these  the 
mild  and  conciliatory  plans  and  ideas  of  which 
gentlemen  boast  7  Is  this  mildnesft.?  Is  this  ooor 
ciliation  1    Is  this  peace?    The  gentleman  ffow 
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dffaas  impoiiliiiM,  telU  yoa  tiiat,  by  the  Oonsti- 
tptiM^  ve  hftTe  power  to  raise  aad  roeintaui  er- 
tties^  to  bnild  eaid  equip  nariet ;  from  mlutb  be 
dcaws  tbe  infecenee  that  (ander whatever  cirjcooir 
etanqes,  i  soppese)  we  must  aetnallf  do  what  the 
Ooaslitotio&ckUowB.  Asd  yet,  that  gentiemaDj  in 
ferliier  iimes,  voisd  wkb  tts  anaiest  armies  aod 
nariea  1  IjA  bim  jostify  bimseli^  if  be  ca»,  «poii 
bsei^ev  prinoiplas.  i  repeat  at ;  if  the  «ii|ittt  ag>- 
^g^nmsam  of  a  fopogn- nation,  if  indignitf  and  in- 
amll^abfoad,  are  always  to  prodnee  #Br,  tb^  gen- 
tkmao  was  otiminai  in  rerasisf  lo  support  the 
Admioietraiion  in  179d.  Yes,  yon  weve  tben  eon- 
peMed  to  duain  .the  oup  ef  kom'iitatioa  4a  la  irery 
jfteeea.  Oidbepttttbfeteupby/?  Dkl  ite  T)e«e  lor 
teieaad  arniieB,  or  a  suspension  of  commescial 
i^iitBH^lfse  wiib  graicel  What  wen  the  Freoeh 
ndittum  of  tte  kwe  of  aations  the»  ?  That  a  bale 
Alftritiab  maniifiBbCtMie /without  any  question  of 
MwmyV  property)  sbowd  eoljeet  to  selsore  and 
OPWleaMwiion.  And  wbatwes  the  Bfitisb  (foe- 
taioein  17931  That  France  i^ajs,  with  xuie  sweep 
4tf  the  peo^  ia  n  state  of  sioffo  and  bWokade,  and 
tbi^  AmemcaB  flo^r^  A^.,flboold  w»f  be  enrried  tbere 
^atalU  And  yset,  ajpinft  diese  principles  and  piae- 
4ieee»4^pe6terofi8  and  itijoriooeae  ibev  were,  we 
did  ivit'ge  to  wajri  at  ieaat  that  fenttemnn  w«s 
apposed  teancb  war;if  war  itimaf  be  eaUed^  as 
wad  wagnd* 

B^  wbibt  I  neknowledge  tbe  ouiying  trade 
lo  be  yatoaWe  to  a  eestapn  extant,  I  most,  unless 
lAbendott.every  pretenvon  to  tbecharaeler  of  a 
p#ltiiei«ti, aetop ezisttiif  edneum^tancesj  en  tbinfls 
fui  Ibey  aive,:iiot.ae  I  beUeve  tbey  oog^  to  be.  Ui 
oMttng  ahciii,  .ibe  fiait  thang;  or  one  of  the'  icst,  to 
be  cuonsidmd, je  lercnoe.  Ainest  our  whole  fev* 
MMMt  tedeniMd  fcom  ^ecoanaeeeo,  ibat  is,  ftom  the 
dimie^ie.  eQasunptiea  of  imposts  from  abroad* 
Uowm^cb  comes  ftem  the  carrying  trade  t  Yonr 
atmeipctfiis,  I  am  told,  say  9B6d,0Q6.  But  if  our 
wbcdo  eoQsamptiott  ivrere  intpori^d  in  foreign, 
botAows,  ibe  impost  wopld  exceed  its  preaent' 
•eMNWt  by  ebtvea  or  twelve  biudred  thoneand 
4eUa«B.  I  waxn  geneiemen.4gainst  a  miscepreacnt- 
niioa  of  tibis  Imc.  Am  I,  therefore,  desirous  to 
ipiin  mis^ineraase  at  the  expense  of  oiir  naviga- 


ttf>a?  Farlratait.  it  would  be  to  lull  the  goose 
Ibat  biy(slbe  golden  egos.  Butwbatot/thisbraneh 
of  tbe  eeniryiog  tratte,  for wbtoh  gantlemea  would 
9Mritceii00tnDly«iir  im^i^^en  and  eommeroe, 
but  ibe  Agsiculiiare  and  Gonstitotion  of  the  oonn«> 
tKf-^  liook  at  tbis  Inde,  whieh  is  to  be  gfuarded 
at  estery  risk,  and  the  men  who  loUow  it.  Do 
Ibey  cajrry  your  products  abroad,  and  bring  back 
Mods  for  borne  eoasamption  %  flo,  they  plunge 
their.  baiMU  into,  yomr  pockets  for  dvawbaou. 
Sbptiog  this  YWf  tesston  tbey  tb«eateoed  to  p^lun* 
4av  Ibo  Tf easary  of  millions,  bjr  a  biU  happily  ar* 
lasted  on  ite  passage.  If  our£iirtmde  is  not  pro- 
teated,  bow  comes  it  that  it  has  grown  with  a  ra» 
pidity  before  ioohcard  of  in  any.  an,  tinkaown  in 
iwf  nation?  That  arowth  iuis  been  nourished 
by  protecting  daties,  festeoed  by  our  nentmA  ppei- 
liflau  We  are  the  real  friends  of  your  navigatioa. 
It  4ias  ^rown  beneath  the  shade  of  discriminating 
^9^mi  floptudted  in  the  emubme  of  tbe  neataid 


oharacier;  witb  the  first  blight  of  marilfme  war 
it  dies. 

i  am  aceoepd  too  with  stigmatizing  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States.  I  deny  %e  cbar^ 
Every  profession  and  calling  of  human  life  is  dis- 
graced by  ooworthy  members.  The  law  has  its 
pBtufogj^rs,  the  church  its  hypocrites,  medicine 
and  politics,  too,' sir,  have  ibeir  empirics ;  and  if 
there  be  two  profeesiens  in  the  world,  whieb  can 
be  c|eleoted  for  a  teodeney  to  develop  the  pre-ex- 
istiiig  germ  of  imperleotion  planted  in  our  nature, 
tbey  are  the  profeseion  of  the  lawyer  aod  tbe  oc- 
oopafion  of  rue  tmdef .  And  wherMbre?  Because 
tbey  open  the  wide  ileld  of  temptation.  The 
wisest  pfayer  that  ever  was  or  can  be  derised  for 
hu^man  inlirmity,  is  that  which  teaebes  us  to  de* 
precate  sueb  tnials :  ^  We  beseech  thee,  lead  us 
not  into  temptatioD  f  What  is  tlie  fact  %  Whilst 
we  boaet  e(f  honor  on  tbis  floor,  our  name  has  be- 
come a  by-word  among  tbe  nstioios.  Europe,  and 
Paeis  especially, swarms  witb  pseudo-Americans, 
witb  Anglo  and  Grallo-Amerieanej  and  Amet4can 
Fven^b  and  fio^lieh,  who  have  amassed  immense 
fettones  hy  trading  in  the  neutral  cbarabter,  by 
settinir  it  up  toauetion  and  seUtog  to  the  best  bid- 
dee.  Men  of  tbis  description,  striplings,  without 
eonnexions  Off  ebaracter,  nave  been  known  to  bur 
rich  vessds  and  their  cargoes  in  Amsterdam  ant 
Antwerp,  and  trade  witb  tbem,  under  the  Ameri- 
can aan^  to  the  lodtea  Neutral  character  has 
ttonstituted  one  of  the  best  remittances  for  coloni- 
aial  produce,  or  tbe  goods  whieh  parchaee  it ;  and 
tbe  tnde  ia  tbis  commodity  or  neutrality  bae 
pcoved  a  most  lucrative  braneb  of  traffic.  This 
at  is  that  bas  suet  aad  degraded  nhe  Amerieaa 
name  abroad,  aod  subjected  tbelbir  trader  to  vex- 
atievM  eeixure  and  detention.  But  I  am  asked  tf 
see  shall  submit  to  a  tame  and  dastardly  abandon- 
ment of  oar  riabts;  and  by  tbose,  too,  who  have 
made  a  cowardly  stlrreader  of  oar  best  interests 
and  our  honor,  when  we  were  wtell  able  to  main- 
min  tbeni  9  i  beg  leave  to  reply  to  this  questien 
by  asking  another!  Are  you  prepared  to  assert 
tbem  ;  to  jga  all  lengths  to  eaforee  ^tbemi  la 
what  oeasisis  true  dignity  ?  In  vaporing  in  the 
newspapers  9  In  printed  handbills  and  resolu- 
tions'? Or  in  taking  ground  which  vou  can  and 
will  maintain  $  which  no  ehange  of  fortune  shall 
compel  you  to  desert?  A%U  riwmquam  terAee^  oaf 
ptrflce.  Does  the  genUemaa  want  a  trenelationf 
Here  is  one  truly  American:  ^8  tick,  or  go  through.^ 
Tbis  is  true  dignity;  can  be  give  a  better  defini* 
tion  ?  And  what  constitutes  false  diffntly  1  Play- 
ing the  part  of  a  BobadU— bullying  Bogiand  and 
truckling  to  Spain— I  beg  pardon^  there  is  no 
Spain^^Millying  Boghrnd  and  truokhng  to  France. 
Tbis  you  have  done ;  you  know  it.  When  gen- 
tlemen tell  us  of  their  willingness  to  piH)lish  our 
prooeediogs,  wby  do  they  not  clear  the  galleries 
and  take  ^ihe  injunction  of  secrecy  ?  Let  dieir 
priifate  vote  eorre>pond' witb  their  public  profee- 
sien.  And  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania <  Mr.  SiirLiB)  that  I  would  rather  have 
bis  vote  than  bis  speech  at  any  time.  ^  Who  would 
suppose,  had  be  not  averred  it,  that  i>e  held  silence 
aod  goad  aeaseia  each  bigb  eespeet^  tbat  be  pre* 
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ferred  the  calm  decisions  of  quiet  wisdom  to  the 
efiusioDs  of  empt^  garrulity? 

The geotleman  from  New  York  has  told  us,  that 
after  the  call  of  the  Executive  for  firm  measures, 
he  did  not  expect  this  oppositioa.  And  does  he 
call  (his  a  firm  measure  ?  What  would  have  heep 
afirmineasure?  An  embargo.  That  would  have 
gone  to  the  root  of  the  evil.  But  that,  sir>  would' 
not  have  suited  your  t^roteus  politicians.  There 
could  have  been  no  evasion  of  that.  But  your 
slippery  mercantile, eels. can  slide  over  or  under 
this  provision,  and  leave  the  whole  burden  of  suf- 
fering to  fall  on  the  planter,  the  farmer,  and  the 
real  American.  The  whole  revenue  (  we  are  told) 
is  derived  from  commerce.  Who  pays  it  ultimately 
but  the  consumer,  and  with  as  large  a  profit  on  the 
merchant's  advance  of  the  duties  (often  a  mere  ad- 
vance of  credit)  as  he  receives  from  anv  other  part 
of  his  capital  ?  These  new  ideas  of  nrmness  are 
either  afanove  or  below  my  comprehension.  And 
because  we  are  anxious  to  see  the  public  debt  paid 
ojOfand  the  tree  interests  of  the  nation  maintained 
— because  we  will  not  abandon  the  plough,  and 
struggle  to  restrain  Executive  influence^  we  are 
chdr^ed  with  hostility  to  all  commerce,  with  in- 
sensibility to  the  honor  of  our  country.  When 
ourdoors  were  shut,  this  is  no  breach  of  confidence. 
One  of  my  colleagues  called  for  the  reading  of  a 
Message  from  the  President,  soon  after  he  came 
into  office.  It  was  the  most  severe  and  cutting 
satire  that  ever  man  listened  to.  I  say  it  was  a 
bitter  satire  on  vour  proceedings,  then  and  now. 
It  recommended  the  application  of  our  resources 
to  a  speedy  discharge  of  the  public  debt^  a  rigid 
adherence  to  specific  appropriation — tyihc  down 
the  Executive  officers  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  re- 
stricting them  to  the  literal  objects^nd  amount 
of  our  appropriations.  What  is  the  commentary  ?  < 
In  time  of  peace  (for  I  trust  no  one  will  call  this 
windmill  attack  on  Tripoli,  war)  the  expenditures 
of  the  Navy  Department  (so  far  from  each  item 
of  expense  being  limited  by  the  specific  appropri- 
ation for  that  object)  have  exceeded  the  gross  sum 
appropriated  for  that  branch  of  the  pubuc  service 
sixty  per  cent.  And  if  this  is  a  specimen  of  the 
yrearly  cost  of  hulks  rotting  in  the  mud,  what  es- 
timate can  you  make  of  the  disbursements  in  time 
of  actual  war. against  a  powerful  maritime  State, 
when  your  seventy-fours  are  ready  for  sea?  This 
is  naked  truth ;  it  rests  on.  figures.  If  it  be  noMrue, 
how  comes  it  that  we  have  passed  two  appropri- 
ation laws,  to  the  auKkunt  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  during  the  present  session,  to  cover  the 
navy  deficiencies  of  the  last  year,  almost  the  only 
bills  that  we  have  passed  ?  .  Yes,  siir,  I  am  for  pay- 
ing one  debt  ofi*  (the  cost  of  a  former  war)  before- 
I  enter  into  another  and  score  up  a  second.  J  con- 
fess myself  to  be  among  the  number  of  those  poli- 
ticians (gentlemen  may  style  them  visionary  if 
they  please)  whohailea  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  the  politi<*ai  Messiah,  sent  to  convince 
an  unbelieving  world  that  a  debt,  once  funded, 
might  be  paid  ofi*,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
sponffe.  If  in  this^I  was  visionarv,  at  least  I  was 
not  alone.  The  promise  has  been  large,  the  nation 
calls  for  its  performance.    Look  at  the  measoiea , 


of  the  Government,  and  when  you  reckon  the  Lou- 
isiana debt,  that  created  under  the  British  Treaty, 
and  some  others,  it  will  appear  thatyou  have  n^rfy 
scored  up  as  much  new  debt  as  you  have  paid  off 
of  the  old.  I  Apeak  of  principal — paying  the  in* 
terestof  a  debt  is  not  diminishing  it— and  my  friend 
fcom  Pennsylvania  (Mi'.  Clat)  must  have  take* 
the  interest  into  hislargeaccountof  yesterday.  The 
ainount  of  principal  redeemed  is  less  than  eigbteea 
millions.  It  gentlemen  deny  this,  let  them  refer  to 
the  Treasury  statements  laid  before  us  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  or  call  upon'  the.  head  of  that 
department  to  state  the  amount  of  debt  paid  and 
created,  withia  the  last  five  years.  But  yon  will 
be  told,  for  your  money  yon  have  value  received, 
at  least.  This  I  freely  acknowledge.  I  would 
have  ^  ven  the  sum  for  the  Delta  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, if  It  could  not  have  been  honorably  acquired 
for  less.  Of  whom  did  we  purchase?  FromBpaittf 
who  had  wrongfully  withheld  our  riffht  of  depos- 
it ?  So  far  from  it.  ihkx  we  tell  her  she  has  yet  to 
make  satisfaction  tor  that  injury  and  insuh;  we 
bring  it  into  account  against  her.  No,  sir,  we  pur- 
chased from  France,therifl)btful  proprietor^  against 
whom  we  then  had  no  siibjtet  of  complaint. 

1  am  accused  by  the  ^nlleiioan  firom  Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr.  Sm lUB  Wthis  I  snppoae  is  a  specimen 
of  their  candor— (I  am  reluctant  to  say  anything 
whilst  he  is  absent ;  I  am  sorry  he^has  fled  his  seat) 
— of  designedly  passing  over  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant considerations  presented  by^the  present 
subject — the  impressment  of  our  seamen.  And 
yet  what  did  that  gentleman  tell  you?  That-  he 
himself  (long,  as  he  had  trespassed  on  your  time) 
had  been  compelled  to  omit  many  important  things 
that  he  intenaed  to  eay.  This  realfzesthe  proverb^ 
<^One  man  may  steal  a  hors^,  whilst  anotaer  must 
not  look  over  the  hedge."  I  will  tell  the  gentle- 
man, if  Idid  omit  this  topic,  I  had  scarcely  thrown 
myself  into,  the  carriage  that  conveyed  me  home, 
before  I  recollected  and  regretted  it.  The  gentle- 
man may  say  what  he  pleases,  but  he  never  had 
no  man  ever  shall  have  cause  to  upbraid  me  with 
flinching  from  any  question  that  may  be  brought 
on  this  floor.  Now,  sir,  let  gentlemen  lay  their 
hands  upon  their  hearts  and  answer  shicerely  if 
they  do  believe  this  resolution  has  the  power  to 
take  one  American  seaman  oui  of  a  Bntish  ship 
of  war?  Are  gentleman  hostile  to  impressment 
and  yet  Iriendly  to  a  naval  war-*to  syAems  which 
must  eventuate  in  the  introduction  of  this  system 
at  home,  in  the  subversion  of  our  liberties?  Let 
them  examine  the  pcofound  argument  of  Judge 
Foster  on  this  subject.  They  will  find  that  QreaC 
Britain  is  compelled  to  resort  to  it,  to  maintain 
her  naval  power  and  her  existence.  And  it  is  be* 
cause  I  am  opposed  to  resorting  to  the  same  expe- 
dient (for  will  any  man  pretend  that  a  great  navy 
can  be  manned  without  recurring  to  it  ?)-^beeaa9e 
I  think  it  abhorrent  to  the  genius  of  a  free  people, 
that  I  am  against  rushing  into  that  naval  war, 
into  which  gentlemen  wish  to  precipitate  ns.  No, 
sir,  you  cannot  command  seamen  for  your  navy, 
in  time  of  war,  withou  t  impressment  The  wealth 
of.CroBsus  could  not  sustain  the  expense;  and 
even  if  that  objeetion  eonid  be  remov^,  the  ope- 
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ration  by  eolistment  is  too  tardy  to,  meet  a  sad- 
den emergency.  If  yon  hare  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing seamen  to  ser^e  in  the  Mediterranean, 
wbat  will  be  the  case  in  a  war  against  England? 
With  all  tbeir  braTery,  many  a  man  who  would 
willingly  meet  the  corsairs,  or  eveli  the  Dons  and 
Monsieurs,  would  feel  reluctant  to  be  led  to  bat- 
tle agkiinst  a  British  fleet-^and  why,  sir?  Be- 
cause, waiving  other  considerations,  a  great  pro- 
portion of  our  seamen  are  foreigners— natives  of 
Great  Britain — who  still  feel  prejudices  for  their 
parent  country.  Yes,  sir,  the  character  of  the 
American  seaman,  like  that  of  the  neutral  trader,' 
too  often  eludes  our*  grasp.  The  moment  you 
make  war,  much  more  if  you  resort  to  impress- 
ments, the  American  sailor  vanishes,  be  becomes 
a  subject  of  Denmark:  with  the  first  frost,  he 
disappears  in  a  night. 

Bm  if  I  did  not  misunderstand  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  he  said  that  I  had  treated  Jthe 
House  in  a  manner,  of  ^hicb.sir,  I  trust  I  am  in- 
capable of  aoting  tbwards  any  assembly,  much 
less,  one  of  your  dighitj.  Am  I,  indeed,  so  igno- 
rant of  the  feelings  or  man?— of  the  character 
and  composition  of  this  House  ?  No,  sir,  I  have 
spoken  of  oertarn  projects,  and  their  projeotors,  in 
language,  such  only,  as  f  think  they  deserve,  aUd 
in  which,  claiming  the  same  liberty  which  tbat 
gentleman  urges  and  exacts,  I  will  erer  speak  of 
such  absurd  •and  fantastical  systems.  The  authors 
are,  no  doubt,  interested  in  diffusing  the  ridiculous 
burden  of  their  disgrace  as  widely  as  possible.  I 
cannot  blame  them  foh  it.  Sir,  it  is  natural  to 
wish  for 'partners  iifour  shame.  But  the  great 
politicad  sin  for  which  I  have  been  denounced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  is,  the  opinion 
which  I  have  expressed  of  a  certaitt  book,  which 
seems  to  be  his  political  Bible.  And.  sir,  be  would 
havo  me  considered  as  an  ineonsidel^te  person, 
who  would  not  scruple  to  eall  Locke  a  dunce, 
Newton  a  driveller,  aqd  Franklin  a  journeyman 
printer ;  and,  in  an  oracular  saw,  he  has  pro- 
nounced that  this  book  will  liVe  when  he,  and  I 
too,  sir.  are  laid  in  our  graves.  But,  wheii  he  con- 
aiders  his  own  age,  and  the  frailty  of  my  constl- 
tmion,  he  will  confess  that  he  has  allowed  but  a 
short  span  for  the  existence  of  his  favorite  work. 
But  even  though  it  should  live  when  we  are  wast- 
ing in  the  silent  tomb,  there  is  nothing  in  my  com- 
position that  aspires  to  being  conisidered  as  its 
author.  Who  is  the  author  ?  Does  the  gentle- 
man know?  Most  we  have  semi-official  author- 
ity, even  for  a  title-page  ?  No,  sir,  whatever  others 
mar  think,  I  have  no  ambition  to  have  written 
8ucn  a  book  as  this.  I  abjure  the  very  idea.  Un- 
less my  understanding  has  abandoned  me,  it  in- 
vdyes  an  abandonment  of  the  very  doctrine  for 
which  the  writer  contends.  Sir,  the  very  cursory 
view  which  I  took  of  this  subject  vesterday.  will 
compel  me  into  some  repetitions,  but  I  must  beg 
to  be  indulged  in  some  additional  remarks.  What 
is  the  doctrine  ? 

^  "  In  ttm68  of  ^eace  among  all  nations,  their  commer- 
cial intercourte  is  under  no  other  restrictions  than  what 
may  be  imposed  by  thebr  respective  laws,  or  tbeir  nra- 
tnal  compaetB.    No  «ie  or  man  nations  can  jnstiy 


control  the  commerce  between  any  two  or  more  of  the 
others. 

**  When  war  happens  between  any  two  or  more  na^ 
tions,  a  question  arises,  in  what  respect  it  can  aflbet 
the  commerce  of  nations  not  engaged  in  the  war  ? 

^  Between  the  nations  not  engaged  in  the  war,  it  is 
evident  that  the  commerce  cannot  be  affected  at  all  by 
a  war  between  others. 

*  As  a  nation  not  engaged  in  the  war,  remains  in  the 
same  relations  of  amity  and  commercial  pursuits,  with 
each  of  the  belligerent  nations,  as  existed  prior  to  the 
war,  it  would  seem  that  the  war  eonld  not  affect  the  hi- 
tercourse  between  the  neutral  and  either  of  the  beU%- 
erent  nations;  and  that  the  neutral  nation  might  treat 
and  tnule  with  either,  or  both  the  belligerent  nations, 
with  U^  same  freedom  as  if  no  war  had  arisen  be- 
tween them.  Thi^  as  the  general  rule,  is  anffiriwrntity 
established."   < 

'  Here  is  a  faint  endeavor  to  establi^  the  prin- 
ciple tbat  free  ships  make  free  {foods.  But  the 
writer,  as  if  diespairing  of  his  ability  to  effect  it| 
goes  on  to  say : 

*^  But  inasmnch  as  the  trade  of  a  neutral  nation  with 
a  belUgerent  nation,  might,  in  certain  special  cases,  af> 
ftet  the  safety  of  its  antagonist ;  usage,  founded  on 
-the  principle  of  necessity,  has  admitted  a  lew  exce^ 
tiens  to  the  general  rule.'* 

" Usage,"  founded  on  what?  Risason?  right t 
No.. sir  I  on  that  laW  which  admits  nothing  to  con* 
trol  it :  ^  Necessity^  tbat  cannot  stoo|>  to  argu- 
ment. If  oncevou  admit  that  necessity  ought, 
can,  or  does,  establish  exceptions  to  this  broad  rule, 
do  you  not  admit  all  that  the  British  doctrine  re- 
quires ?  '  But,  sir,  it  will  be  said  that  the  sole 
legitimate  proof  of  this  necessity  is  UBogei  bat 
usage  must  have  had  tf  beginning,  and  the  small 
protection  which  this  argumei^t  affords  is  thrown 
away  by  the  subsequent  admission,  that  a  change 
in  circumstances^  ("in  the  course  of  commerce,'' 
for  instance,)  will  Justify  a  departure  from  estaD- 
lished  maxims,  will  warrant  the  commencement 
of  a  new  usage.  As  if  all  the  articles  contraband 
of  war  were  minutely  specified,  and,  by  k  change 
in  the  maxims  and  implements  of  war,  new  and 
more  terrible  instruments  of  annoyance  should  be 
fabricated,  would  they  not  fall  under  the  helid  of 
contraband  ?  And  is  it  not  demonstrable,  that  a 
direct  trade  to  France,  in  gunpowder,  or  any  other 
article  contraband  of  war,  would  be  less  beneficial 
to  her,  and' less  injurious  to  her  enemy,  than  the 
colonial  trade  now  in  dispute?  And  id  not,  ac- 
cording to  this  writer's  acknowledgment,  the  lesser 
principle  involved  in  the  greater?  Am  I,  there- 
fore, tne  apologist  of  ^Engrmnd  ?  I  scorn  to  boast 
of  my  patriotism.  It  is  Indigenous;  and  when  I 
am  reduced  so  low  as  to  plead  to  the  charge  of 
want  of  love  to  my  cduntry,  of  natural  affection 
to  nry  birth-place,  ray  pride  will  tell  me  to  bid 
you  rereweil^  to  ^o  home  and  hide  my  shame.  Am 
I  the  apologist  of  BrHain  because  your  cause  haa 
been  weakly  defc;nded,  or  treacherously  betraved? 
No,  sir,  this  **  Examiner"  is  her  apologist !  I  have 
not  minutefy  dissected  the  work.  There  was  no 
occasion  for  it.  It  is  something  like  the  edifice 
we  inhabit.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  be  exam- 
ining friezes  and  cornices,  and  architraves  and 
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4IU0C0  work,  whan  you  k«ow  tl^  found^itioQ  to 
be  rottec — whilst  the  buildmg  is  tumbling  about 
our  ea^s,  and  we  are  obliged  to  se^k  fefjuge  in 
^moiber.  It  is  aot,  indeed,  sir,  worth  while  to  con- 
sult the  orders  of  architeo(itfe  in  a  o^iserable  pard- 
JJiouse  ojf  ap  a^gumei^  ^hich  the  ^st  puff  of  wind 
jf^mt  4emoliiih. 

Sir,  the  admission  that  a  cban^  of  circum- 
4!^nce8  will  jusUfy  a  departure  f^om  the  estab- 
lished naaxims  amongst  nations,  was  an  uniij^c^s- 
fil^y  i^nd  ffit^l  Aoo£es$ioin,  9.oi  called  i^  by  the 
AfitMie  of  the  case.  What  is  the  "  course  pf  com^ 
QMWce"  now  1  Tol^Uv  changed  ia  ft  few  shoiit 
Yeara,  T^  .marine ot  Pra^ioe,  Spaio>AMl  UqV 
laad,  whether  for  ihe  puiposes  of  trada  or  war,  if 
BO  mora.  Thay  have  bo  longer  naTioplion  or 
liary.  Agaia,  aouuigst  a  load  of  quotartMoaftnm 
Qrotius,and  Puffendorf,  and  the  Lord  knows  who, 
wa  are  toU  it  is  the  duty  of  the  neutral  to  obsBrre 
Ak/e  strictest  impartiality,  "  to  behave  himself  alike 
tP.hoth  the  befiUgerent  parties*"  But,  ia  it  t^  be- 
have alike  to  both  parties  to  carry  far  hUa  who 
i^ijI^UAt  carry  Ibr  hino^eU^  to  throw  th^  segis  pf  neu- 
Iffality  oirer  a  coiBm^foe  whjitfh  be  oa^  no  longer 
^Q9^dci  i  to  save  hiia  all  the  danfer,  expeu^in,  asd 
viak  ^f  /Gonvoy  aM  war  insuraBce  1  This  ta  f  Mr 
low,  delphic  reciprocity;  reoipffoeiAy  to  Um  ear, 
but  4iot  to  the  sense.  If  you'  jcarry  contraband,  or 
^tempt  to  enter  a  blocikaded  jKitrt,  ypu  are  liable 
to  capture.  Why?  Because  justified  by  nepaa- 
•ily.  As  to  the  motives  of  the  neutral  piierohant, 
they  4u:e  out  of  the  ^estioa.  His  obiect,  bo  doubt, 
like  ihat  pf  every  otb<er  tapader  under  the  sun,  is 
ffftin.  He,  sir,  is  too  often  the  were  e^meron-^ 
u^  .butterfly  of  the  day— who  does  uot  care  one 
f«ui|hiag  whexher  you  are  at  war  >iritb  thi&  or  tfiat 
liiatioB,  with  S^agwnd  Of  with  Praince,  piCPV^ied  he 
aan  gat  good  returns*  Hia  business  is  to  post  his 
bopks  and  haUnce  the  legei^;  wd  whether  be 
4eala  with  the  subject^  of  «  white  Rmperor  or  pi 
Utt^  Oipe^with  Bon9>parta  or  Dfess^iaes— it  is  all 
09^  to  hiov.  No  doubt)  sir.  it  is  the  right  of  the 
Beutral  to  purs^eland  he  will,  be  ought  to  pursue, 
bis  own  interest.  But  it  is  tbe  right  of  a  hellig* 
orent,  (as  conceded  by  this  writer,)  to  inquire  how 
far  such  pursuit  coo^  i^to  collision  with  his  in- 
ila^eats  and  his  s^aty.  The  «aotive  of  the  aeo- 
4^  vmy  not  be  hostility  to  eitbcjr  party  engaged 
m  nPfar,  bitt  his  pi|ro  benefit.  This,  however,  will 
Bot  influence  the  belligerent  natjon,  who  takes  up 
tbe  question  solely  with  a  view  to  its  efEsct  on 
ks^f.  What  will  Great  Br^aio  say  1  that  th^ 
jnziaancv  e^ists^that  it  has  occtnred,  fiagrante 
iimiH^M  the  necessity  admits  of  no  delay  ;  that 
you>  yourselves  he>ve  aba^idoned  the  question  in 
dispute ;  and  even  if  you  have  not,  thatabe  cannot 
ait  down  quietly  and  be  extirpated  froip  the  lace 
of  mhtioBSjBUt  u  complaisance  to  Qrotiu^,  or  Byn- 
kershoeki  or  in  deference  to  jthe  unknown  author 
;pf  this  pamphlet,  although  he  should  exceed  Ba- 
OOP  iQ  0enius,or  Newton  ia  intensity  of  ihopght ! 
I  must  defend  myself ;  the  knife  is  at  my  throat ; 
I  have  no  more  time  for  aiuument ;  but  if  ypu  iq- 
aiat  upon  it,  I  will  fight  you !  Sir,  I  have  tried,  but  I 
ppuld  Botjjet  thfottfh  this  work.  I  found  it  so  wire- 
4r»vi»^  ttkP  t);k^e^A»o  fiAc,  th§t  i  co^U  Beithar  aee 


or  feel  it;  such  a  tangled  cobweb  of  coBtradiction^ 
that  I  wa^  obliged  to  give  it  i^p.  The  first  thing 
that  struck  me  oa  Ofjening  it*  was,  the  peculiar 
iafeliclty  with  which  it  h^  sBrrenjdered  the  maA- 
tejT  iadii^te;  and  if  this  appeared  at  once  to  iBjr 
unjearniB^  eyes,  do  gentlemcA  suppose  it  will  not 
be  deteated  on  th^  other  si4fe  of  the  Atlaatie  ? 
th?t  kt  will  repeive  no  able^  eiLBf^i^etion  there^ 
than  the  feeble  and  cursory  one  tha;t  I  have  giv«9 
iti  A94  after  all,  what  4oa6  At  cpotain?  A  remr 
edy  for  the  eyil?  No }  a  ^rA»al  deciaratioB  ihjB^ 
we  ar«  dise^sjed  I  Sir,  we  wa/ited  00  ghpst  to  tell 
us  that*  It  needled  no  extr^prdi^ry  exertion  of 
learning  or  jgenivs  to  shpw  that  we  had,  indee^s 
jdeticatie  s^bjBCts'of  difiereacB  with  Great  Britain* 
The  question  i^,  Hjow  shall  tWy  be  ^ij  ufted  ?  We 
want  tbe  opinioa  of  the  doctor  on  the  o^e  qf 
treatment,  and  don't  choose  to  be  referred  to  thi^ 
apothecary  becauae  the  superior  dofss  not  cJhoose 
to  risk  his  reputatioi^  if^  a  Qjpbious  case. 

4  gfi^leini^n..from  PennsyUania  haa  tpld  Ufs 
that  Great  Britaia  is  our  comme^ eial  rival.  But 
does  not  the  gentleman  know  th^x  t^e  very  term 
implies  a  oorrelaiiv^.  That  if  pha  ia  your  eoui- 
BLercjal  rival,  you  a^e  her  ^eommeroial  rival  fiso. 
Thia  is  the  verv  view  that  I  have  beeB  endeavor- 
ing to  uke  of  thesubjept,  to  ia»|ures8  on  the  Co4B- 
mittee ;  to  ^arn  the  natioB  against  being  drawn 
into  a  war  of  coiqmarcial  rivalship.  Sir,  whaa 
mcB  fall  ofit  abput  women  thev  are  not  apt  to  call 
in  some  learned  4octor  todecioe  thedisnute;  they 
yield  to  feeling  or  ipstinet;  >U8it  so  wiw  tutioas, 
QommerciaJ  natiopa  especifilly,  difiexiog  op  intex- 
est,  which  is  their  instinct.  And  woBld  geBtl^ 
men  wish  to  excite  t)M0  young  nation,  aa  yet  Ia 
the  gristle,  to  a  foreign  coBtfst  with  Great  Britp^, 
in  the  full  strength  of  m^abood  1  I  speak  pf  for- 
eign W9^r.  The  will  an4  ability  to  defoBd  our- 
selves is  one  thipg,  to  a«t  throe  thousand  miles  off 
aoother.  The^  may  rely  aa  much  as  they  pleaae 
upon  the  Frepch  £mp€^or'ii  roabing  a  separale 
peace  with  the  ContiBOAt)  M>'the  exclusion  of 
Great  Briuin.  If  she  puu.pMt  her  streqgtb,  yon 
will  £eel  it.  This  propqa^ipB  will  aabj^t  her  io 
all  the  evils  of  an  Amceriean  war,  without  any  pf 
the  concomitant  adv^tpges.  And  can  you  ej|- 
Bect  a  tame  acq^iescepoe  on  hfi^  part?  If  bar 
Minister  be  not  a  bastard,  if  he  has  one  drap 
of  the  blood  of  Chatham  m  hia  veins,  he  will 
die  contending  for  the  liberties  of  his  cottntnr 
sooner  than  surrender  her  independence.  He 
will  do  it.  No,  air,  whatever  I  mey  ^ki»k  of  t^e 
vices  apd  cprruptiops  of  the  Government  of  that 
country^  I  must  applaud  her  intqlligenoe  a«d 
spirit-^mpst  admire  her  ability,  wisdom,  and 
strength. 

But  another  gantle^man  from  PennsylvaBia 
(Mr.  Smilib)  asks  if  it  is  not  astoaishiag  thai  a 
oian,  whom  he  allows  to  possess  comuipB  aap^, 
whom  he  vf^esenta  a^  trembling  at  the  pow^  of 
Gr^at  Britam,  should  be  o^akipg  cakuUitioBP  pf 
the  future  power  of  France,  ins^ad  of  guardiag 
agaiAs(  the  irnxoe diate  dapger  3  S  ir,  Frapoo  oaf 
beoorne  a  jnaval  Power— wea,t  Britain  p,ever  cwi 
he  a  military  one,    X  msk  any  practical  maf ,  i(  the 

didr  ^^  avBT  B^MiP  m^^»,  fiff eaji  Utm^  viU 
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be  able  to  tbreatea  tbe  coatioent  of  Europe  ^ 
America^  ox  dictate  to  either  of  tbem?  ,  Is  it  my 
fault  that  tbe  s^otlesMiii  canoot,  or  will  not  se^ 
this,  because  (as  he  tells  you)  ^olsand  madmea 
pan  never  be  brought  co  believe  that  the  spirit  of 
God  hatb  jpassed  them' by,  and  enlightened  the 
understandings  of  other  men  7  But,  to  show  thsct 
tliis  is  iiot  just  oause  ef  war,  we  are  referred  tt)  the 
lime  of  the  staovir  aet  and  the  non-iosportation 
agreement  of  1774,  whiob  did  not  (it  seemsj  pnn 
4«ce  imioediaie  war.  ..Is  there  any  analogy  be* 
tween  the  twQ  eases  7  We  then  foimed  one  aa- 
tioo.  .  A  pMB  may  make  ^  greet  sacrifice  to  pre« 
serve  his  frien^j  but  whoa  be  has  lost  him,  be  will 

ies  baa  been  seen  lo-day)  be  denounced  as  the 
litterest  enemy,  the  other  instances  are  equally 
defective  and  inapplicable.  You  may  as  well  go 
back  to  tbe  flood.  Tbe  same  gentleman  inquires, 
are  you,  indeed,  so  peaceable  teward  England, 
who  has  trampled  oyon  ^ou,  and  hostile  ^  Fnmce 
who  bas  olOf^red  you  no  injury '?  Wherefore f  On 
this  o<^asioii,  I  must  repeat  the  old  proverb^  "it  is 
tbe.siill  hog  that  diinl^  the  swill/'  She  fiods  it 
pOBvenieAt  to  make.a  miserable  stalking-horse,  a 
ecaieerow  of  Spain.  The  gentleman  iaq[uices,  lioir 
long  Great  firitain  baa  acted  ufioo  these  pfailao^ 
threpic  pri^iples ;  this  generous,, benevolent  ppl: 
icy  ascribed  to  her  ?  But^  is  any  man  so  weak,  or 
io  wicked,  as  to  ptelend  tbat  there  is  any  principle 
pf  action  b^ween  nations  except  interest  ?  Give 
Great  Britaia  the  power,  and  she  Will  to-morrow 
play  the  same  pari.  Sir,  we  are  not  theopbLlan-* 
thropistsj  bat  ppliciciaos  ^  not  dreamers  and  sootb- 
$ayera^  but  mea  of  flesh  and  blood*  It  is  idle  to 
talk  of  a  sense  of  Justice  ia  aay  nation.  Each 
jHirsues  its  sense  of  interest^  nnd  if  yoM  calculate 
on  their  acting  upon  aay  otner  principle,  vou  mat 
be  very  amiable,  bdt  you  will  prove  a  cully.  We 
affe  asked,  whajt  Great  Britain  oan  do  to  annoy  us  ) 
We  auBwer,  at  this  mon^en^  more  than  any  other 
lotion  of  the  world,  because  she  commands  the 
ocean,  tbe  sole  medium  of  comipuaicatipn  be- 
t-ween tis.  But  draw  her  ofl"  from  that  elMnent, 
and  Fraace  is  not  less  osanipotent  upon  it.  dbe 
IS  a  great  military  Power,  and  it  is  because  Great 
Britain  ia  not,  oa^ot  be. such  a. Power,  that  it  is 
impolitic  to  break  her  down.  Go  to  war  when 
fan  will,  you  mast  beeoma  tbe  ally  ojf  Frances 
J9VL  will  qnly  lait  ofi)  by  cAhancing  it,  the  duiger 
yottipoiild  guard  against..  Y«u  will  but  olap  a 
laKoiae  under  your  el^baai. . 

The  same  gentleman  tells  you.  that  tbe|[igaar 
tie  power  df  Fra&ce  bangs  oi^  the  brittle  lite  of 
sm  indi viduak  BiH)  do  yo|i  believe  it )  Are  you 
^ueb  fbrivellefs  in  polities  i^  to  believe  that  the 
fiM  of  sucb  a  inilftary  despotism  bangs  ot-  ths 
ItfbofoDemanT  If  Mabooaet  IL  had  been  killed 
under  tbe  witH*  of  Conaiantinople,  would  tbe  des- 
tiny of  tbe  Greds  fiknpire  have  been  changed  i 
Wooid  not  the  power  have  passed  into  the  hands 
of  tonie  Solyman  4>r.  Selim,  the  terror  of  the  civ* 
iliaed  world  1  Shall  we  abandon  practice  for  the- 
ory? 

In  some  raspeets  we  ave  situated  a&  the  success* 
ora  of  Aleiander  trefe  plaeed  in  relation  to  Rome 
and  C«rthage«   Uare  ia  «a  iioa  ReimbUop  oc  caU 


it  what  you  will,  tbat  threatens  the  libertiea  of 
mankind — tbe  Government,  above  all  others,  in 
fiurope^  to  which  our  oafn  is  most  hateful  and  ob- 
noxious.  This  is  beyond  dispute.   Does  it  become 
us  to  facilitate  its  designs  ?    I  do  not  inquire  aa 
[  to  motives,  nor  will  that  Government  care  about 
tbem.    If  you  give  it  facilities  to  e^ct  its  puf- 
poees,  those  purposes  cue  obtained  so  far  as  de- 
pends on  you.  Is  this  wise,  is  it  proper^  is  it  rigbt ) 
Am  I  asked  for  n^y  plan  ?    If  I  meant  to  act  effir 
eiently)  I  would  have  begun  with  an  embargo  §  t 
would  now  io  what  was  done  before  i  I  would 
treat  with  Great  Britain^  and  for  the  very  reasoii 
that  t  would  not  have  treated  with  her  in  the  yeait 
1794}f^(br  the  satne  reason  tbat  the  gentlemaA« 
whose. resolution  is  now  onde?  discussion,  tbea 
treated  with  her,  I  woukl  not..    Now,  he  is  for 
war,  I  am  lor  negotiation  and  peace.    And  why  1 
Because  tbe  state  of  nations  bas  undergone  a  mo- 
pentons  cbanjge  j  disastrous  cbanges,.inde!ed,  have 
been  e&cted  m  the  face  of  thinffs.  We  often  beat 
of  the  abases  and  corruptions  of  the  Britisb  Gov* 
ernuieDt,  wbil^  tbe  Contiaental  4es$k0tisms  pass 
unnoticjsd  and  utiregarded.    Lict  us  beware  ot  in«^ 
troduoing  such  abuses  into  our  own.    .We  have 
no  further  concern  with  them.    Do  gentlemea 
think.worse  of  the  character  and  monves  of  Wil- 
liam Pitt  (ban  of  Rob^pierre  ?    And  yet,  mon- 
ster as  be  was,  Robespierre,  tbat  cannibal  oi  Mi 
own  countrymen,  was,  in  his  day,  the  eole  btil^ 
wark  of  the  human  race.    And,  whatevec  be  her 
motives  or  professions.  Great  Britaia  stands  eoi- 
actly  in  tbe  place  of.  Fx:ance  twelve  year$  ago^ 
Take  her  navy  dut  of  the  way  to-morrow,  m4 
whece  are  you?    The  ^cretary  pf  tbe  Navy  has 
indeed  reported  that  tbe  Chesapeake  is  fit  ior  seir 
i^ice^  and  that  tbe  Constitution  is  in  a  state  of 
tborougb  repair.    But,  would  tbe  real  OheiBar 
peakew  the  bay,  be  fit  for  use  in  thatease^  an^  what 
would  be  tke  operation  on  the  actual  ConstitatioB 
oif  the  United  States?    Sir^  I  am  onpoaed  to  a 
Frencb  war  as  well, as  to  a  war  witb  ISngland.  I 
vrpM  treat  with  England  for  anotbet  r^Mon.    i 
wish  we  had  not  a  CoBiinercial  Treaty  witb^pipy 
nation  whatever.    I  am  opposed  to  them  on  pri»- 
ciple.;  but  tbe  principle  is. already  settled.    W^ 
have  tbenK    By  our  treaties  with  ber  enemies 
your  bands  are  tied  up  from  taking  against  tbemi 
anv  tocb  measure  as  tbe  one  proposed ;  they  ar^ 
to  DO  admitted  on  the  terms  of  toe  most  favei-e^ 
nation.    This  is  probably  one.  of  tbe  principd 
eaasesof  disgust  to  England.    Again:  She  made 
an  offer  to  repeal  ber  discriminating  daties^if 
you  wou(d  4o  so  too)  to  trade  witb  uaiipaa 
«vea  terms.    By  mercantile  clamor  you  were  d»* 
terred  from  meeting  her  half-way.    Moreover, 
you  have  vef^sed  to  m..tify  treaties  with  her,  after 
tbey  bad  been  signed  by  your  own  Minister.   No 
doubt  you  bad  the  right  to  do  so.    Bat  can  you 
be  surprised,  under  ^ucb  circumstances,  that  a 
haughty  commercial  rival  has  been  irritated  ?  Af- 
ter your  oblations  to  France,  who  cannot  receive 
a.  single  pound  of  sugar  or  coffee  but  undercover 
of  your  flaff,  who  is  dependent  upon  jou  for  ser- 
vices wbieh  she  cannot  render  herself,  who  is  not 
your,  rival  in  commerce^  what  can  you  expeert 
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from  a  jealous  competitor  in  trade  who  stands  not 
in  need  of  your  navigation — whose  erery  adyance 
toward  a  good  understanding  has  received  a  mor- 
tifying repulse?  Sir,  you  have  at  (his  moment  a 
negotiation  pending  with  Great  Britain.  You 
have  no  cause  to  despair  of  its  success;  far  other- 
wise. The  i^in  question  is,  will  you  await  its 
issue,  or  will  you,  pendente  lite^  precipitate  your-^ 
self  into  a  measure  which  must  put  all  negotia* 
tion  aside,  which  must  eventuate  in  war  f  If  you 
want  war,  there  is  no  doubt  that  you  may  have 
it.  Great  Britain  will  not  submit  to  all  the  hard- 
ships and  mischiefs  of  war,  because  you  chopse  to 
call  it  peace.  She  will  prefer  open  war  to  war 
IB  disguise ;  and  I,  sir,  have  no  he^tation  in  say- 
ing that  I  am  for  no  half-measures.  Begin  that 
system  when  you  will,  war,  or  dismce,  must 
grow  out  of  it.  I  am  for  neither.  The  gentle- 
man, indeed,  says,  that  this^  which  has  been  de* 
nounced  as  a  war  measure,  is  a  measure  of  peace. 
Let  us  have  no  more  quasi  wars,  I  beseecn  you, 
sir;  no  half  measures,  no  intermediate  stage,  but 
open  war,  or  peace.  I  abhor  this  political  quack- 
ery. Give  us  war.  or  negotiation ;  if  you  resort 
to  the  one,  let  us  anandon  the  other.  But  we  are 
asked  if  American  virtue  will  so  far  degrade  and 
debase  itself  as  to  treat  with  the  old  and  corrupt 
€k)vernment  of  England?  There  is  a  plain  an- 
swer to  this.  You  have  a  treaty  with  lier  now. 
with  every  Cbvernment,  I  believe,  that  would 
make  one  with  you.  But,  whil^  we  boast  of  our 
virtue,  let  us  beware  that  our  own  sins  are  not 
cast  into  our  teeth.  Let  us  see  how  far  these 
punctilios  are  warranted  by  the  conduct  of  our 
own  agents.  Look,  to  the  management  of  the 
convention  of  Paris,  of  the  90th  April,  1803.  You 
have  al)  seen  the  case  of  the  New  Jersey,  Nicklin 
and  Griffith's  ship.  It  has  created  a  general  sen- 
sation. And  yet,  what  is  the  fact?  Compared 
with  others,  Ihey  have  almost  nothing  to  com- 
plain of.  EiiBid  as  that  ease  is,  it  is  among  the  least 
exceptionable 'instances  of  misconduct  in  your 
Ministry  af  Paris.  It  is  true,  Nicklin  db  Griffith's 
claim  was  cut  down.  I  believe,  one-half,  because 
the  sum  appropriated  would  not  otherwise  (it  was 
feared)  be  sufficient  to  answer  all  the  draughrs  of 
chicanery  upon  it.  These  men  were,  therefore, 
mulcted  fifty  per  cent.  They  are  rich  merchants, 
able  to  make  their  case  known.  It  has  been  heard, 
and  has  rung  through  the  Continent.  There  are 
hundreds  of  cases  even  worse  than  this.  The 
claims  intended  to  be  prdvided  for  are  het  aside. 
Why  ?  Because  Government  has  been  represent- 
ed abroad  by  unfaithful,  dishonest  agents.  Have 
they  been  called  to  account  for  their  conduct  ? 
Three  millions  seven  hundred,  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  stipulated  to  be  paid,  to  bonajide  Ameri- 
can citizens— where  have  tney  gone?  Into  the 
pockets  of  renegadoes,  and  the  bureaux  of  Paris. 
Yes,  the  traders  in  neutral  character  have  divided 
the  spoil  with  the  harpies  of  the  French  bureaux. 
These  are  they  in  whwe  'favor  the  bills  have 
been  drawn  on  the  Trea&^ry  of  the  United  States 
by  their  own  Minister.,  Take  the  case  of  the 
Pi^ou.  There  wss  no  question,  indeed,  as  to  her 
bung  American  property— *but  she  was  captured 


flagrante  beUo — (when  we  wire  taking  the  Insnr- 
gente  and  Berceau) — she^  was,  therefore,  good 
prize,  and  was  condemued  accordingly.  Yet  the 
decision  of  the  inferior  court  was  reversed  by  the 
CouDcU  of  Prizes^  and  this  case  brought  within 
the  convention,  to  the  exclusion,  no  doubt,  of  bona 
fide  claims,  for  neutral  American  property,  cap- 
tured and  condemned,  and  for  which  the  conven- 
tion was  intended  to  provide.  This  is  a  specimen 
of  the  mode  of  doing  business  at  Paris.  If  gen- 
tlemen doubt  upon  the  subject,  let  them  call  on 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  correspondence  of 
t;he  Commisstoikers.  Let  them  call  for  John  Mer- 
cer, one  of  those  Commission^srs,  a  man  inferior 
to  few  in  point  of  talents ;  in^  point  of  charac- 
ter, to  fione.  Put'  him  to  the  bar  and  examine 
him. 

Painful  as  it  is  to  me,  I  must  defend  my  princi- 
ples and  those  of  my  friends.  Open  your  statute 
book— what  does^it  say?  That  the  shores  and 
waters  of  the  bay  and  river  Mobile  shall  form  a 
district.  I  brought  in  the  bill  myself.  The  Ex- 
ecutive hAd  informed  us  th*t  *v^  had  purchased 
from  France  as  far  as  the  Perdido  to  the  east. 
We  legislated  upon  it  Whence  have  arisen 
your  disputes  with  Spaing  Prom  Pensacola  or 
Su  Auffustine?  Nof  from  the  very  country 
which  the  statute  book  says  is  yours;  in  your  own 
collection  district  are  Spanish  duties  exacted  and 
paid ;  from  this  very  quarter  incursions  have  been 
made  into  the  old  United  States.  Do  gentlemen 
believe  that  this  fact  will  be  lost  on  Great  Brit- 
ain ?  But  we  are  asked  (by  Mr.  Shilub)  what 
has  she  to  do  with  differences  between  us  and 
Spain  ?    What  right  has  she  to  interfere,  to  in- 

guire,  or  even  to  know,  to  sefem  coijscious,  of  what 
as  {Missed  in  that  quarter?  Is  this  intended  as  a 
serious  question?  Because  you  ^ave  clapped  a 
padlock  upon  your  own  mouths,  and  wilfully  shut 
your  eyes,  do  you  expect  to  hoodwink  an  eagle- 
eyed  adversary  ?  It  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  any 
nation,  in  her  intercourse  with  you,  will  be  biiod 
to  your  conduct  towards  others.  Ghreat  Britain 
must  shut  her  eyes,  and  ears,  too,  not  to  under- 
stand the  state  of  thinffs  here,  at  least  negatively 
speaking.  She  must  know  that  you  have  taken 
no  imposing  attitude  towards  Spain ;  donenotbing 
to  strengthen  the  Southern  frontiers ;  made  no  ad- 
dition to  your  naval  or  military  force ;  left  even 
the  militia  in  titatu  qw>  ante.  Because  tha  doom 
have  been  shut,  can  people  be  brou^t  td  beiieva 
that  we  have  raised  armies  and  equipped  fleets  in 
conclave?  I  never  heard,  sir,  bat  of  one  army 
incog.,  and  that  was  levied  by  the  lacedoos  Mr. 
Bay es  for  the  service  of  the  stage,  not  df  the  State, 
ana  froiii  some  dramatic  specimens  which  I  have 
lately  seen,  1  should  ncrt  be  surprised  to  bear  of  a 
similar  project  being  started  on  this^oor.  Oreat 
Britain  will  see,  then,  what  has  not  been  your 
proceeding  towards  Spain.  She  will  say,  shall  I 
suffer  myself  to  be  brow-beaten  by  a  nation  clam- 
oriog  for  the  right  of  highway,  that  has  not  spirit 
enough  to  defend  her  own  domieil  ?  If  A  acts 
lik^  a  poltroon  towards  B,  who  lias  committed  a 
gross  outrage  upoa  him,  and  shall  have  a  subse- 
quent aomro^rersy  with  C,  shall  ke  pretend  to 
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bully  him,  and  expect.  C  not  to  call  to  mind  his 
cowardly  behayioor  with  B,  and  treat  him  ac- 
cordiagly  ?  One  foreign  nation  wtll  .be  Inflaeuced, 
will  be  governed  in  her  concerns  with  you  by  your 
concessions  to  another;  and  it  is  the  idlest  thing 
la  the  world  to  expect  that  your  treatment  by  one 
Qpreirnment  will,  not  ha^e  an  eflfecL  on  the  de- 
portment of  otl^ers  io9rards  you. 

One  word  more,  sir^  before  I  conclude.  Qen* 
tlemen  miscalculate  if  they  suppose  that  mere 
on^AoriCy  (q^iich  less  ar«eoond  band)  will  do  for 
ua.  They  must  show  ua  something  better  before 
we  ewallow  their  resolution,  it  is  an  infirmity, 
sir,  of  my  nature  that  I  cannot  yield  to  the  im- 
posing eouad  of  gr^t  names ;  they  nerer  did  and 
they  never  shall  put  ine-to  silence,  or  drire  me  from 
my  purnose.  I  am  apprized  of  the  secret  denuncia- 
tions which  are  on  loot,  and  I  despise  them.  They 
shall  nerer  affect  me.  I  came  into  public  life 
vith  these  principles,  and  I  will  leare  it  with 
them,  leavi^  it  when  I  may. 

The  Committee  roee,aiid  the  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  Majrch  7. 

Mr.  CROWfriMSBifiLn  moTed  a  lesoluUon,  in- 
structing the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
iifactures  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  eighteenih  and^8eTeaty-seTenth  section  of 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  so  far  as  to  remere  the  disa- 
bjlities  and  restrictions  at  present  Imposed  oq 
Tessels  arriTing  «t  several  ports  of  entry  of  the 
United  Stales  from  the  Cape  pf  Gkx>d  Hope,  and 
from  places  beyOnd  the  same. 

This  resolution,  after  a  modifieetion  suggested 
by  Mr.  Dana,  making  it  more  comprehensire, 
was  agreed  to. 

IMPORTATIONS  PROM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  sUte  of  the  Union— Mr. 
Gafiee's  resolntion  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Sloah.— I  do  not  rise  to  deny,  bat  to  ac- 
knowledfe  mvself  one  of  these  *  hora^book  poll- 
ticiana,.aUuded  to  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginiay 
and  to^asAure  this  Committee  that  I  do  not  envy 
or  begrudge  that  member  either  his  superior  ge- 
nius, talents,  or  learning;  and  further,  to  ask  on 
behalf  of  myself,  and  others  of  this  olass,  the 
jfiiTor  of  being  permitted  todeliTerour  sentiments 
on  this,  and  other  important  subjects,  in  such  laB'> 
guage  as  we  are  capable  of^-  until  our  constituents 
xnay  have  an  opportunity  of  electing  other  mean 
bers^  of  superior  learning  and  tsilents.  and  farther 
adTanced  in.  political  knowledge.  This  is  a  favor 
I  hope  will  not  be  denied,  otherwise  a  great  num- 
ber of  American  citizens,  the  remainder  of  this 
and  the  ensuing  session,  must  go  uncepresentied. 

In  answer  to  the  assertion  t&t  ou^  late  conduct 
respecting  Spain  was  such  as  we  dare  not  mention } 
that  we  dare  not  take  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy ; 
that  we  are  ashamed  to  let  the  nation  know  the 
aeeret-^perroit  me  to  assure  that  gentleman,  and 
this  Committee,  that  I  feel  neither  shame,  nor 
aompancuoji  of  hearti  for  the  part  that  I  acted  in 


that  business,  not  doubting  that,  when  the  injunc- 
tion 18  taken  off,  and  the  public  acquaiDted  with 
the  whole  transaction,  the  real  friends  of  the  peace 
and  interest  of  the  United  "States  will  fully  ap- 

Erove  the  conduct  of  the  majority,  (with  whom  I 
ad  the  pleasure  to  act,)  and  which,  were  I,  by 
side-glances  and  insinuations,  to  lendearor  to  im- 
press the  public  mind  with  a  belief  that  a  majority, 
.of  their  Representatives  had  actedloia  manner 
they  were  ashamed  of,  I  conceive  my  constituents 
would  thenceforth. consider  me  unworthy  of  their 
confidence,  and  consequently,  of  a  seat  on  this 
floor.  . 

We  are  told  that  we  have  no  Cabinet.  Is  it 
necessarv?  is  it  recognised  by  the  Constitution  7 
Nol  The  President's  powers  are  defined,  and 
have,  for  five  years,  beeh  fulfilled  to  the  satis&c- 
tion  of  the  people. 

I'have  heard  of  British  Cabinets,  British  Min- 
isters^ and  British  Privy  Councils.  Of  their  con- 
duct I  formed  a  very  bad  opinion,  before  the  mem* 
ber  alluded  to  was  out  ot  his  nurse's  arms,  and 
have  seen  no  cause  to  change  that  opinion.  It  is 
therefore  pleasing  to  me  to.  hear  that  we  have  no 
such  institution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  however  great  my  gratitude  to 
the  member  for  his  paternal  care  over  die  children 
in  politics  on  this  floor,  which  roused  him  from 
his  sick  bed  to  give  his  superior  opinion  upon  this 
subject  before  our  weak  and  feeble  minds  had  be^ 
misled  by  Tom.  Dick,  and  Harry,  or  some  other 
arrogint  chap  that  might  have  some  knowledge 
of  steering  m  ship  at  sea,  but  totally  ignorant  la 
navif^aiingonr  vessel  of  State— [say,  notwiihstand- 
ing  I  gave  all  the  attention  in  my  power  to  his 
eloquent  speech  of  two  hours  and  forty-eight  min- 
tttey,  there  were  divars  parts  which  mv  weak  brain 
could  not  comprehend,  and  which  I  beg  leave  to 
lay  before  this  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving further  information. 

1. 1  cannot  comprehend  how  our  demanding  the 
release  of  our  impressed  seamen^  and  restitution 
for  unjust  captures  of  our  vessels,  can  be  con- 
strued as  throwing  our  weight  in  the  scale  of 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a  set  of  men 
who  do  not  support  the  public  weal  of  the  United 
States. 

2.  Nor  can  I  possibly  discover  that  Gh^eat  Brit- 
ain stands  precisely  in  the  same  situation  that  re* 
publican  France  aid  in  '93.  For  information  on 
this  sul^ec^  Jet  me  ask,  was  it  not  British  gold 
and  British  intrigue  that  then  formed  the  coalition 
against  republican  France?  And  is  it  not  the 
same  that  Kas  formed  the  present  coalition  against 
monarch ical  France  ?  Ha  ve  the  armies  of  FrancOi 
in  either  case,  advanced  beyond  their  own  terri- 
tory, previous  to  the  raising  and  ad  vancing  towards 
them  of  powerful  armies  lor  the  express  purpose  of 
subjugating  them,  and  dividing  their  property 
among  the  coalesced  Powers.7  If  the  accounts 
received  are  true,  they  have  not. 

But  we  are  told  that  Britain  is  now'  the  only 
barrier  against  tyranny|8nd  her  navy  our  only 
secofityi  that  the  battle  off  Trafalgar  prevented 
the  fleeu  of  France  and  Spain  from  laying  our 
seaport  towns  under  contributioui  and  that  the 
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Bfkisb  tfft^y^  frloiie  stfiiAds  between  m  ff»d  thefr 
tyranD^.  Mr.  Chairmair,  if  a  Britisih  subject  was 
sldtliitted  on  this  floor,  to  advocace.hrs  Sovereign's 
catrs($,  I  shoald,  from  him,  have  expected  such 
ktfg^aasfe ;  bdt  to  bear  it  fVoin  a  menibeT  of  Con- 
gtesi,  has  astonished  me  xm^t  than  anything  I 
erer  hfeard  within  these  walls.  I  may  add,  that  I 
beMeve  eren  a  British  siibject^  of  dommon  sense 
flrnd  prudence,  Would  not  have  committed  hr9 
character  by  asserting  that  the  combined  fleets  of 
Hollaird,  France,  and  Spain,  wei-e  so  reduced  th^t 
ten  British  ships  (I  expect  of  the  line;  was  meaiat) 
would  be  glad  to  meet  their  whole  force. 

Neither  can  !  comprehend  th^t  langoa^e  that 
ih  one  breath  asserts  that  Spain  ha^  grossly  inautt- 
ed  us  on  our  own  territory ;  that  we  pocket  thos^ 
hm\\i  because  they  are  a  fatored  nation  ;  and  in 
the  next  breath  asserts  that  she  h  nO  nation,  but 
chose  aggressions  are  tKe  acts  of  France. 

I  heredeerii  it  my  dmy  to  make  some  rtoiarks 
on  observations  made  on  this  floor,  wliich  have  a 
tendetrcy  to  mislead  and  alarm  the'  public  mind 
With  regard  to  France  and  Spain.  We  have 
beea  told  that  Spain  has  insulted  us  on  our  own 
territory.  1  appeal  to  the  ffentlemah  from  Vir- 
l^inia  Whether  he  has  not  declared  tirat  we  do  not 
possess  a  foot  of  ground  beyond  the  rb^rvilie  7  If 
ao,  let  the  world  judge  of  th^  c6nfeiitency  of  bis 
remarks.  I  ask  if  Spain  has  not  ordered  her 
cruisers  to  respect  otir  vessels,  and  whether  France 
h  not  on  a  friendly  ibofing,  wi(tl  us?  Shall,  then, 
th^  pubVic  mind  be  decdved  with  rbe  idea  that 
Gongrtes  have  not  acted  towards  those  nations 
With  spirit?  For  what?  Because  our  botinda- 
lies  with  Spain  are  not  defined.  I  trust  ii)  God 
we  shall  never  go  to  war  for  that,  I  repeat  it,  our 
affinrs  are  in  a  train  of  amieabk  s^cttement,  and 
I  trust  tfhfey  Wil!  be  soon  ierfled. 

It  is  aasertled  that  Franiee  would  be  as  t)r- 
rannical  on  the'  oceati  as  England,  had  she  the 
aamepow^r;  that  is  a  poidt  that  I  ha vi^  neither 
foreknowledge  or  sagaciry  enough  to  "determine, 
nor  do  1  consider  such  assertions  either  nebessary 
or  proper  on  the  present  occasion.  The  degraded 
Joint  of  view  in  which  Spain  has  been  repre* 
a^uted,  the  tyrannical  disposftion  of  Frahce,  and 
Britain  represented  as  the  only  barrier  against  her 
tyranny,  the  forlorn  hop^  of  Bur6pean  iib<frty,  I 
have  hleard  With  sorrow,  believing  such  language 
highly  improper  to  be  used.itt  a  tegisktiv^  cape* 
city  by  any  reprfesentatlF«  of  a  free  people,  whosie 
interest  it  is  to  cultivate  peace  abd  harmofay  with 
all  nations  of  the  earth. 

I  tfhrall  onl^  trouble  the  Oommittiee  With  on« 
more  Observifttion  upon  the  Jearned  and  eloquent 
speech  first  mentioned,  in  which  I  think  it  was 
alleged  that  parcliment  was  the  only  rel^edy  ap> 
plied  to  ap^ressions  on  our  territory,  for  which  a 
member  irom  New  Jersey  miglit  i^caive  a  vege- 
table specific.  If  I  am  the  member  alluded  to, 
permit  me  to  reply^,  that  if  by  dealing  in  parch- 
ihent  we  can  continue  to  purchase  as  gOod  bar- 

fains  as  Louisiana,  and  therelw  preserve  peace,  I 
ope  the  United  States  will  always  prefer  deal- 
ing in  that  comimodity  rather  than  to  imbrue  their 
hands  in  human  blood.    Respectiiig  vegetable 


apecifiea,  I  ahiill  only  obaei^va,  thct  if  rfaat  tt«mb«r 
lives  to  my  age,  needing  no  more  apociffo  imn^ 
ciite,  eifthec  veg'etabke  or  mioerel,  he  May  oonaidof 
it  a  great  blessiag ;  bat  Which  I  thiak  viery  im- 
probable. 

Mr.  Chairmam^  beUeving  it  to  bt  my  duty  to4a» 
liver  my  aentimieiitt  in  aa  few  words  a»  poaaibia, 
that  other  members  sjtandiDff  on  an  equal  floor 
may  have  ftft  opportovtiy  to  oeliver  x\Him,  I  ahall 
baaian  to  a  concluttoo,at  the  aanieiitne  mi  doobt- 
ing  that,  if  I  waa  diapqaed  so  to  di^^  I  coald-  «Aa 
up  the  tiaae  of  the  'Oamaaittee  as  kmg,  ttiid  lo  m 
Utile  pcirpoae^  as  any  ailiar  aaamtmr  wttfcm  thaaff 
wsAs.  .  , 

I  dotildf  under  the  nretacKt  ff  «lplaki»ag^  kee^ 
the  floor  twoihanrs  aou  ufAB  aiflrat4Bs,  if  theOhmr^ 
man  did  ttorT)rdeT  me  down,  whioh  I  hope  he  i^ 
if  ever  I  attempt  it; 

In  exphtinh^^  I  ooulfl  dcolate  liuit  I  did  not 
mean  to  stigmatize  ardspaotaMa  ckas  of  eitimM 
with  dishpnesty,  or  any  othe^  vapitQiaehfal  n>tChoC, 
an4  immedistel^  cotnpava  them  to  hartterfties  of 
the  day,  and  to  slippery  aeU,  who  will  get  round 
and  evade  any  re^rujatioos  or  restrictions  that  can 
be  made,  whose  mtertet  is  ^eir  guide,  regardless 
of  the  psaee.and  inMaat  of  the  aaiioa  in  which 
they  reside, 

I  couI4  declare  that  I  had  not  uisuk«d  the  Hooae^ 
but  aimed  at  certaia  poUtieai  characters,  and  in 
tiie  ne^t  breath  ehargt  a  majority' of  the  <ame 
House  with  having  hoodwinked  its  members,  bat 
vmable  to  do  so  with  foreign  natlpna.  I  again 
eonld  charge-  them  .with  bnUyinj^  Ea^knd  and 
traqkling  to  France,  and  ejicsiatm  in  an  Haperioiia 
tone,  this  you  have  done,  and  yon  know  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  conid  f«^  on  stiU  farther,  nnd 
assert  that  the  little,  trifling,  argmpema  of  mjr  op* 
ponents  ought  to  bear  4io  weight,  hecnnae  aeaci- 
tute  of  reaspti;  that  instinct,  the  guide  of  the 
brute  creation,  was  superior  fb  snah  teasoh ;  yet 
declare  that  I  tnoaiit  no  insnlt  to  dnir  ondei^ 
standing;. 

I  conld  then,  in  the  f^rophetic  Iiinie,infai4a  the 
G<traaainDe  that  if  ther  offended  Uie  Biitiah  Min- 
iflierha  wOnhl  inraudiately  put  forth  hit  strangihi 
and  make  the  United  Stntea  Utel  it;  and  thatal- 
thongh  France  ac  nreaent  apiMMira  frienaiy^  ahe  in 
like  the  stiil  hag  dirinkzni^  swill,'  medimcmg  fu- 
ture evil,  and  will  etrentnaUy  (tf  in  her  pawcv) 
treat  ns  woi^e  tham  BnjBrlamk 

I  coald  in  a  ftr#  worda  riBFaume  thia  minbtf 
hag<bdar  that  the  frienda  o{  thei  r^aathtion  -Save 
made  ao  mndi  ado  about^^i  mean  the  trnprasv' 
eaent  of  three  thtteand  of  ona  aaamea*^  in- 
fortoiitg  the  Commiltoa  Avt  it  has  been  the  paw- 
tiee  of  Britain  time  imntemoirial ;  that  it  has  bate 
foond  ittdianensahlv  nccesaiiy,  lo  enable  them  to 
man  their  fleets  $  that  is  to  aay,  wtthont  these  dii^ 
boiioal  means,  which  none  but  infiemal  fiends  ia 
human  shape'  oonld  ever  nse^  they  conid  not  so 
efifeotnally  have  carried  fire  and  aword^  devaata- 
tion  and  plnnder,  to  every  habitable  part  of  the 
globe,  and  thereby  %o  greatly  inoreaaed  the  quaa" 
turn  of  human  misery,  and  the  cries  of  the  wiilowia 
and  fatherless. 

I  could  ako,  if  my  ooascienae  wanld  permit 
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tfter  rtntiog  my  hatred  in  the  most  bitter  ini^ec- 
tiTes  a^inst  the  French  Empefor  that  my  genius 
could  iBvent,  charging  Congress  with  truckling 
to  him,  and  bestowing  on  the  Goreroment  of 
England  the  highest  applause  for  their  opposition 
to  French  tyranny— repeatedly  deny  being  the 
apologist  of  Britam.  But  a  subsequent  question 
arises,  would  the  members  of  this-Committee  snb- 
aeribe  to  the  truth  of  ^ch  declarations  ?' 
'  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  detain  the  Commit- 
tee no  Jioiiger  with  telling  them  what  might  be 
done,  but  earnesthr  call  their  attention  to  what  has 
been  done-^to  what  has  been  said  on  this  floor. 
We  bare  been  told  that  France  cannot  get  a  pound 
of  cofibe  or- sugar  from  her  own  islands,  except 
through  die  medium  of  American  vessels,  and  that 
we  hare  a  treaty  that  obliges  us  to  treat  them  as 
one  of  the  mOst  farored  nations.  This  raises  the 
curtain,  and  gires  a  full  and  complete  view  of  the 
whole  scene ;  this  explains,  in  the  most  clear  and 
explicit  manner,  the  elaborate  speech  of  two  hours 
and  forty-eight  minutes,  and  the  explanation  of 
two  hours  and  nine  minutes.  A  horn-book  poli- 
tician may  by  this  clearly  discover  the  intention 
of  the  member  from  Virginia ;  and  Tom,  Dick, 
and  Harry,  if  they  have  only  learned  the  three 
first  letters  of  the  aLphabet,  may  understand  his 
meaning,  and  why  he  would  prefer  an  embargo 
to  even  a  partial  nonimportation  of  British  man* 
ufactures.  It  is  possible  that  Qeorge  the  Third, 
that  zealous  defender  of  the  most  noly  faith,  by 
whoee  most  gracious  orders  the  North  American 
colonies  were  declared  out  of  his  protection;  and 
af terwardshis  paternal  cai^e  was  further  mantfested 
in  burning  their  towns,  murdering  their  citizens, 
and  causing  their  prisoners  to  perish  with  famine 
and  pestilence  in  noisome  dungeons  and  filthy 
prison-shipsr— I  say  it  is  possible,  as  the  precious 
life  of  this  great  benefactor  of  mankind  is  yetpre- 
serred,  and,  we  kre  told  on  this  floor,  remains  ani- 
mated with  the  same  benevolent  spirit,  fighting 
the  battles  of  iibertr  against  Gallic  tyranny,  if  he 
ahoidd  fail  by  land,  his  pious  zeal  may  induce  him 
<mce  more  to  roort  to  his  forlorn  hope,  as  he  did 
in  the  late  war  with  republican  Fmnce;  declare 
all  her  ports  and  her  allies  in. a  state  of  blockade; 
eover  the  ocean  with  his  fleets,  in  order  to  effect 
by  a  famine  what  he  is  unable  to  do  by  force  of 
arms.  In  that  case,  an  embargo  on  American  ves- 
aels  would  facilitate  his  purpose.  But  here  let  me 
ask  this  Committee,  Can  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  countenance  such  a  procedure?  I  hope 
not. 

Before  I  sit  down,  let  me  ask  the  members  of 
this  Committee,  (especially  vou  in  whose  ears  the 
axpiring  groans  of  your  brethren  in  arms— of  your 
beloved  fellow-citizen9*-yet  vibrates;  slain  by  the 
xamderous  hands  of  the  mercenaries  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, or  more  barbarously  deprived  of  life  by  fam* 
iaeor  pestilence,)  Can  you,  while  that  same  mon- 
arch reigns,'  and  who,  instead  of  diminishing,  has 
added  to  the  long  and  black  catalogue  of  crimes 
aet  forth  in-  our  Declaration  of  Independence, 
which  ind^iced  jou  to  risk  your  lives  in  opposi- 
tion to  hb  tyranny ;  can  you  with  complacency, 
or  any  degree  of  approbation,  sit  and  hear  that 
9th  Coir.  — «0 


Governilient  who  continues  her  tyranny  and  in- 
justice to  these  United  States — witness  the  capture 
of  ouc  vessels  and  impressmeat  of  our  seamen — 
held  up  by  a  member  pn  this  floor,  as  the  only  bar- 
rier we  have  against  the  tyranny  of  that  nation 
wjio  in  our  struggle  assisted  us  with  vessels  of  wary 
arms^  ammunition,  men,  and  money ;  whose  sol- 
d  iers  fought  by  your  side,  and  bled  to  support  Amei^ 
ican  liberty  and  independence,  and  wnose  Gov- 
ernment continues  friendly  towards  us  ?  L  hope 
not ;  I  believe^you  cannot ;  your  hearts  must  ttim 
indignant  from  such  language. .  For  my  own  part, 
I  am  free  to  declare^  that,  since  I  have. had  the 
honor  of  a  seat. on  this  floor,  I  have  heard  nothing 
that  has  so  hurt  my.  feelings.  I  have  borne  them 
in  silence.  I  am  nappy  in  obtaining  a  few  mo- 
meats  in  my  plain  unlearned  way  to  express  thenif 
that  this  Committee  and  all  the  united  States  may 
know  that  I  retain  the  same  abhorrence  against 
British  tyranny  that  I  did  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  also  the  same  love  for  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the,  United  States. 

Mr.  FiNOLBT  said  he  had  been  long  in  the  habit 
of  observing,  that,  when  a  subject  was  discussed 
whi^h  occasioned  numerous  arguments,  the  ques- 
tion was  often^lost  sight  of.  In  the  heat  of  debate, 
instead  of  the  subject  before  them,  the  preceding 
argument  became  the  text  to  him  that  replied,  and 
his  to  the  next  who  took  the  floor,  and  so  on,  in 
succession,  until  some  member  succeeded  in  call« 
inff  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  original 
subject.  Though  the  present  question  had  but  a 
few  days  encraged  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  yet{  in  his  opinion,  several  of  the 
speakers  on  the  floor  had  lost  signt  of  it,  further 
than  he  had  formerly  observed  in  so  short  a  time. 
He  would  attempt  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  from  tnese  desultory  excursions,  which 
settle  no  point  in  debate».and  often  have  no  visi- 
ble connexion  with  it,  to  the  important  question 
they  were  called  upon  to  decide;  and  in  doioff 
so,  ne  would  tcdke  no  notice  of  anything  that  had 
heeu  offered  as  argument,  which  was  nqt  neces- 
sarily connected  with  the  question*  He  would 
neither  be  the  advocate  or  apologist  for  any  one 
nation  of  Europe,  nor  treat  any  other  nation  with 
irritating  contempt.  Languageof  the  kind  that  has 
been  used  within  two  days  past  in  this  House 
ought  not  to  he  adtQitted,  unless  we  were  emplo]^ed 
in  discussing  a  manifesto  to  support  a  declaration 
of  war,  and  even  for  that  purpose  it  is  inconsist- 
ent with  nationid  dignity.  He  said,  the  subject 
'before  the  House  was  a  res6lution,reterr«d  to  the 
Committee  of  the  T^hole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  to  prohibit  all  importation  of  goods  the 
produce  or  the  manufacture  of  >Britain,  or  any  of 
the  British  dominions;  not  to  prevent  Britain 
or  her  dependencies  from  receiving  supplies  of 
provisions,  raw  materials^  &c.,  from  us.  It  does 
not  ffo  to  prohibit  exportation ;  but  $ven  this  should 
not  be  done  without  a  very  sufficient  cause.  Two 
causes  are  assigned  in  the  preamble  to  the  resolu- 
tion; first,  (he  impressment  of  our  seamen;  sec- 
ond, commercial  aggressions. 

Bdr.  F.  asked,  W;as  it  ever  known,  in  the  history 
of  independent  nations,  that  any  one  nation  im- 
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pressed  the  eitKtens  or  subjects  of  another  natioo 
mto  their  fleets,  to  fifflit  against  a  nation  friendly 
to  that  from  which  they  had  beea  impressed,  and 
to  receive  no.  wages  or  emolotnents  on  less  they 
would  enlist)  which  few  of  them  ever  do,  except 
itader  the  lash  of  the  boatswain;  which  is  applr^d 
if  they  appear  rduotant  ta  do  the  tneanest  drudge 
eiT;  and  who  must  of  necessity  hale  the  nation  for 
ireich  th^  fought  ?  No,  sir.  this  cannot  be  shown. 
The  British  Qovernme&t  nas  long  been  in  tiie 
]Mibftt>f  iUQpressing  their  own  subjects  for  seamen. 
fti  Prance,  we  have  beea  hitdy  told  in  this  House, 
#aAseripts  are  forced  to  the  army.  Perhaps  the 
Miaoripas  are  the  «aibe  that  we  hav«  heen  aecus- 
femed  to  call  the  classes  of  militia  in  this  coun- 
try ;  hot  it  is  of  their  own  citi2ena<  Impressments 
to  the  nary  are  a  very  different  thing.  It  is  such 
An  exercise  of  tyranny  that  it  is  hoped  will  never 
le  exercised  in  this  country.  Yet^still,  except  in 
the  case  of  our  seamen,  it  fs' their  own  subjects: 
they  do  not  impress  Swedes,  Danes,  or  t'russians. 

A  man  impressed  is  condemned  to  a  slavery  of 
the  worst  tiad.  •  Slaveiy,  for  a  limited  lime,  is  a 
Miitabte  punishment  for  crimes ;  but  the  sentence 
With  us,  and  in  alt  nations,  cfvilized  or  aaviige,  is 
decided  W  Imown  and  responsible  judges  to  be  the 
breach  or  some  law.  But  by  whom  is  the  sen- 
tence of  con'den^aiion  to  slavery  passed  on  our 
eitieens,  sailing  under  the  protection  of  our  own 
fls)^,  char^able  with  no  crime  ?  Not  by  a  court 
of  j^tice  in  any  form;  not  eten  by  an  officer  of 
liigh  responsibility ;'  hut  by  some  young  subaltern 
of  a  man-of-war,  which  is  universallv  admitted  to 
fesort  to  the  most  arbitrary  species  of  government 
existing.  No  other  crime  is  alleged  to  juMify  the 
oondemnatinn,  but  that  he  speaks  the  English  lan- 
guage, or  has  become  an  American  citizen,  and 
no  ether  jud]ge  but  a  lieutenant  or  midaJiipman 
selected  for  this  exertion  of  tyranny. 

We  kare  not  long  since  expressed  a  just  abbor- 
Jence  of  slavery,  by  a  very  unanimoos  vote  of  this 
House ;  We  have  exptressed  a  very  commendable 
aympathy  for  thte  untutored  tons  of  Africa,  of  a 
different  cfolor  from  Ourselves, fetolea  or  forced  from 
thieir  fkmiHes  and  all  that  is  d<(ar  to  them;  and 
ahaH  we  malce  no  •  exertions  to  protect  our  oWn 
eiti^efi^  from  a  worse  kind  >of  slavery  ?  If  the  plant- 
l»aof  South  Carolina,  or  any  other  State  where 
aiaves  are  employed,  should  fbrcibjy  take  any  of 
<mr  Bons  frcto  the  plough^  or  other  lawful  and 
n(e*es»ty  occupation,  aAd  set  thiem  to  work  with 
cAher  daveb  in  taising  cbvcdn  or  rice,  the  outrage 
Would  be  horrid,  indeed,  bat  not  equal  to  the  im- 
preaavnent  of  our  citizens.  The  slave  to  the  planter 
must  labor,  but  he  is  not  obliged  to  kill  fhoee'who 
kave  ^iTen  him  no  provocation,  or  to  be  killed 
hitaself,  and  he  may  be  found  and  redeemed. 
Money  redeemed  oUr  captives  from  the  Barbary 
*oaW,  and  we  felt  for  them,  andadvanced  the  price. 
There  is,  sir,  another  point  of  view  presented  in 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen  which  ought  to 
address  our  attention.  It  is  admitted  that  several 
thousand  of  our  impressed  citizens  are  employal 
on  board  the  British  men-of-war,  fighting  against 
France.  These,  it  is  believed,  are*  sufficient  to 
iMm  five  >abip8^oMie-line.    If  by  <;mit  siienoe  we 


connive  at  this,  or  by  our  vilfttl  neglect  of  auok 
peaceable  means  as' are  Within  our  power  to  pre* 
vent  it.  may  not  tbia  be  charged  as  a  breaea  of 
neutrality*^may  it  not  he  justly  called  war  in  dia> 
guise  1    But  I  forbear. 

Commercial  aMPesaions,  auch  as  eapluring  our 
merchant  ships  lade  a  with  cargoes  of  eoUmiat 
produce,  purehnaed  iu  retdm  for  the  produoe  of 
our  own  country  and  the  property  of  our  own  cit- 
izens, abd  condemning,  contrary  tp^the  laws  and 
usages  ^f  aationsy aa  approved  Uind  prautiaed  even 
by  the  British  courts  until  August  iaet,  and  open* 
ly  in  her  deeisiiona  auhatitutinjg  the  instraetioiia  ^ 
tne  court  in  the  place  of  the  mw  of  natiofia,  eda- 
trary  to  her  own  former  praOtfce^  by  which  it  in 
acknowledged  by  the  oppoaers  of  the  reaolutioii 
the  British  courta  have  already  condemned  at 
least  aix  millions  of  doUara,.of  the  jiropercy  of  our 
citizens,  on  new  principles!,  which,  not  being 
Inown  to  the  owners,  it  iraa  imfx>8sibie  to  pro- 
vide against  the  eventa.  Though  these  aggrea* 
siotts  have  hitherto  been  priafCtpaUy  committed  on 
cargoes  of  colonial  produce,  where  only  we  can 
find  a  maritet  for  the  produce  of  thn  Middle  and 
BaRtern  States,  yet  the  principles  are  «i}iiaUy  ap- 
plicable to  much  of  our  East  India  trade^  -and  to 
the  trade  with  France,  SpAin,  and  Holland,  from 
which  we  derive  most  of  the  favofable  balaoMe  of 
trade,  whieh  enablea  us  to  discharge  the  unlavor- 
a^le  balanc^e  of  tradewith  Ckcat  Britain ;  and  ahn 
can  so  apply  them  without  giving  notice  of  bar 
intention  at  a  time  when  she  knows  we  hav«  eke 
greatest  amount  of  property  x>n  the  oceans  We 
cannot  admit  the  plea  of  neceasity,  as  suganated  In 
a  well  kuown  British  pamphlet,  and  advocated 
without  reserve  by  the  gentlesman  from  Vifghata. 
To  admit  this  would  justify  every  poaarhle  ag»> 
gresaion  of  the  Power  at  war  agaiaai  neutral  na- 
tions. We  make  no  war  in  disguise  agnioBt  Brit- 
ain ;  we  favor  her  as  much  as  in  our  neutral  ate* 
tion  and  commercial  situation  we  can  do.  Wa 
bear  with  agirressidiis  fvoaa  her  that  Wonld  not  be 
offered  nor  bome-  with  from  hny  ether  nation; 
The  profits  accruing  from  a  favotehle  cemner^ 
cial  bakttce  With  other  nations  ia  cheerfully 
thrown  inco  her  lap,  and  if  we  do  net  eontmae  te 
do  so  it  ia  her  own  fhult.  Justice  and  poliey  le* 
quhi(  that  ahe  abottld  do  so.  Britain  pretends  ne 
cause  of  complaint  against  ns.  We  have  rendtif 
removed  auch  las  she  ever  had.  By  pleading  ne»> 
oeasltv,  the  aggression  On  her  part  aeema  to  be  ao>- 
knowtedged.    Let  her  remo^  the  enuee. 

This  question,  therefore,  naturally  arises,  uva 
theae  things  wrong';  do  they* not  only  aflhet  our 
intereat  but  oUr  national  indepetadeaeel  It  w«a 
confidently  expected  that  to  thia  inquiry  every 
member  would  anawer  in  the  affirmative.  One 
member,  however,  has  ^ne  fiir  to  advocate  aM 
the  aggressions  complained  of.  No  doubt,  bew^ 
ever,  a  great  majority  of  the  members  are  cen^ 
viriced  that  the  impressment,  and  the  other  agi- 
grtssions,  tequtre  a  remedy;  the  object  of  tni 
present  didiberatton  is  to  discover  aucn  meaaurea 
as  will  be  most  expedient,  not  only  to  correct  the 
evil,  but  to  proevre  reaaonabla  redreaa  withom 
wur. 
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Mr.  F.  added,  that  it  was  reasonabbB  to  expect 
■ome  diteiatty  of  ofimoa ;  tiuit  sock  a  di?efsity 
dot»  esist  18  evident  from  die  namber  aod  vwriety 
«f  the  reaoicKioDs  referned  to  tbisOomnittee.  Of 
tbese.  some  are  sutaitDtes  im  tke  resolutioo 
mkick  is  now  tiicl  aul^ct  of  dftUate;  tkey  ka^e  ibe 
•ame  object  ia  view,  but  vany  in  the  mearBS  pro* 
posedi  Others  ihay  be  very  prtvperly  piirsQea  in' 
oou9tnmntc  with,  and.  to  aid  iaf,  the  resoiation 
vnder  debate^  for  some  of  these,  wi^  pcoper 
vamiifieatioos,  he  said  he  would  probably  Fola. 
There  is  eerttdily  it  rariety  of  aiethods  in  oar 
power  «f  af>plyin^  an  eflcctoal  and  at  tha  samt 
time  paaeeable  and  permatteiil  ^ovreeliv^  of  onr 
greaads  of  cfaapkint  The  juethod  prooond  in 
Ae  Ttooitttion  on  the  table  hfe  tiioaight  weU  ^sakv- 
laftad  to  prodooa  4he  effi^dt ;  that  the  disctMsion  of 
it  weald  at  leaat  hripg  the  whole  ^Bubjeet  into 
Tiew,  and  preparetheirminds  for  btiicr'reaoluticHia. 

Mr.  F.  laid  peitaps  he  woidd  be  told  that  it  is 
wt  war  meaaare,  and,  as  aoeh,  ought  to  be  avoided. 
We  have  been  to^d  an  already  by  a  fseotleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Randolpb,)  who  was  np 
yaaltrday.  Mr.  F.  aaid  hb  coliea^ife,  mbe  intro- 
duced the  resolution^  daelared  he  did  not  consider 
it  an  a  war  mnia««e,  and  that  be  himself  was  ab- 
BdlfBiely  oppoaad  lo  wa^  equally  with  his  ool- 


^his  reaoistiott  pnnristoaallv  prof>otes  teraas 
which  It  is  just  and  reasonable  that  Britain  should 
cofltiply  with,  and  which  is  fbllr  in  her  power,  4o 
prevent  the  importation  of  goods  the  produce  and 
Biaanfaotarta  of  the  British  donuotOBS)  uatii  a 
raasoaable  aflscoaimedatipn  ia  madie  by  negotia- 
tvan^    it 'does  not  go  to  pcaveat  aaportiation., 

Bat  it  may  he  said,  and  it  is  tio  donbt  the  oviv- 
km  ot  some  mnmbers,  that  the  sabjoct^ould  at 
this  time  he  left  wholly  to  negotialioB,  wrthoiit 
IwKBig  aided  by  any  legislative  meaaure.  This  is. 
tk^  aaost  important  point  in  view  in  tha  anbjeet 
faaforeus. 

Both  the  ciappovteia  and  opposers  of  the  reaoio- 
tioB  agree  that  aa  aeeonuaodatian  by  negotiation. 
as  aola4y  their  «fa9ecC  This,  he  said,  wa4  aa- 
doabtedly  his  object,  and  he  would  sapport  the 
Taaoliition  Ofn  the  table,  aohjvct  to  whaaever  mod- 
ifieaitoii  the  majority  of  the  Oommitaie  may 
thutk  proper  to  give  it^  solely  with  a  view  to  fur- 
ther «  favorable  oe^otiaition. .  But  will aaf  mem- 
ber aay  that  the  Fresideathaa  not  alceady  eoerted 
eM  the  powers  vested  ia  him,  aad  all  the  talenas 
•f  wnhaeh  he'is  possessed,  to  aeeompliBb  afl  a»i- 
cable  neMiatieof  they  wili  not.  They  Will 
not.aay  that  every  Prfsideatof  theUatted  Slate» 
has  ttot  doneeverythtflg  hi  their. power,  by  nego- 
fiaciaD^  to  prevent  the  iotf pressmeot  of  oareitieeas, 
Blade  the  impressment  eommeiioed  ra  1793-^the 
fitet  ttaacL  indeed,  ia  the  hsstory  of  aatioos,  that  a 
pawer^of  ioae  iedependenc  aatiea  over  the  eiti- 
8CMS  of  another  iadependeot  aatioa  was  asseaied. 

The  President  in  his  first  Message  to  thisOon-v 
greae,  officially  brought  the  subject  before  ^hem»  lo 
•  a«heei|«ent  Messi^  he  informed  them  of  the  ia- 
Btmetions  he  had  fivea,  of  the  exertions  that  had 
end,  ia  short,  that  aegotiation  was  tz- 
"'hy,  then,  should  weaefoBeaueh  legist 
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latcteaid  sis,  iQ»  the  prdtent  state  of  theba6iaeaa,ie 
absolutely  necessary  to  render  negotiation  aaeeose^ 
fai?  CsA  we  expect  success  without  some  efiS- 
oient  expression  of  the  nattoaai  will "?  PoroMr 
Presidents  did  not  expect  it  so  froni  any  natioa. 

Mr.  F.  said,  the  geotlem^  who  have  risen  ia 
opposition  to  the  rtedutaan  have  ttiken  no  notiee 
or  the  Impitessment  of  our  ciliaens,  though  it  ia 
by  far  the  most  aggravated  gner^aice.  Thef 
seem  lo  give  to  Great  Britain  a  prescriptive ri|^ 
of  that  esseotial  portion  of  <tMtr  independencaL 
Happily^  hdwever,  the  ezereise  of  that  most  tf^ 
raanical  power  has  been  perarrering^y  protested 
against  by  every  AdminiaUratioa  since  that  mh- 
precedeatrd  tyranny  beipn  to  be  exercised,  iar" 
de^,  the  fiM  instance  of  aeqaieseeoce 'Which  hei 
been  maaifcsted*  is  by  the  aMrahevB  who  httre 
spoken  in  dppoaitioa  to  this  r^olutioA. 

The  geatkman  from  yirginia,  yeateidey,  the 
sdcond  time  he  has  been  up  on  the  queation,  ae*» 
knowledged  the  oniasion,  bat  seeaaed  to  make  aa 
offset  of  the  eDnduet  of  Spain  in  the  Misaiaaipii 
Territory  last^  Sammer  to  faah»oe  the  impiese- 
meat.  It  aiipears  that  two  men  fled  from  jostiae 
froinr  the  settin^meot  posseaeed  by  Bpaia,  aad  weve 
pursued  and  taken  in  our  territory,  but  afterwerde 
rescued  from  the  officer  of  Spain.  This  migbt 
be  baJfiiieed  by  the  otttraee  committed  by  the 
British  at  Detroit;  hat  withoat  dwelliog  on  thie 
ioaait,  it  is  softcteijit  to  observe  that  the  two  mem 
aro'free  froen  bondage,  aed  that  there  has  not  been 
time  to  retaMMBtrate  and  ne^^aae  wttb  Spain 
since  the^  ootrage  happeoedv  and  that  a  court  ei 
jflstke  is  comcKtent  to  decide  on  it  If  Brilesii 
had  in^saaaed  Duttwe  men— if ^she  had  imprOaaad 
bat  two  handrad, and  had  disavowed  theiateh- 
tion  of  doing  so  any  qtore^if  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don had  not  advocated  and  arewed  pendstiBg  in 
the  uoprecedeeted  outrage  on  the  laws  aad  uaalgea 
of  nations-'-if  that  <jbvemvent  had  not  viikdical- 
ed  the  conduct  end  refaaed  to  aigna^eaaeealioii 
on  that  sabjcet  ((^onoe  agreed  to)  without  an  iiiad- 
missible  exoeptioB,  it  amy  be  prasamed  the  -caae 
ereoM  net  have  beea  broegiht  heibm  the  Iirgia 
latere. 

The  pbaervationa  of  this  fpantlemati,  howMrer, 
so  ofkea' bring  eur  relaAioi^  with.£^tn  tatovfear, 
without  exptanatioos,  that  thoegk  they  httve  :ao 
oooneacien  with  the  6al)|ject  bcmre  na,  he  wiaaM 
-shortly  add  tha^  in  the  powhase  ef  Loatsiaaa 
froflv  Franeei  which  the  geatlemaa  from  Virginia 
has  ia  stiong  terms  aoxjiowledged  anaa  a  good 
bargBta,  that  even  the  oheanel  of  the  river  w^s 
woHh  the  aaoaey,  dcc»,  yet  ia  the  vafious  treat- 
fera  between  Frapof  ajid  Spaia^  and  the  fiaal 
transfar  to  the  United  States,  the  beandary  lines 
had  never  been  eettled.  Bjr  a  bill  reported  to  the 
hmt  Congress,  it  is  believed  by  the  f^otieawi 
from  Virginia  hiai^lfr  which  passed  loio  a  kw, 
it  was  eaade  the  Preaident's  duty  to  take  posa^s- 
sion  ef  the  Mobile  district.  He  did  so^  end  Spaui 
objected  to  .the  boeadery,  and  the  affair  becaeaea 
subject  of  negotiation,  as  well  as  the  unsettled 
Western  boundary.  As  soon  as  this  became  a 
subject  of  negotiation,  the  President  proceeded 
no  farther,  bat  left  the  uadeoided  beuadary  in  the 
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state  it  was,  uotil  the  boundary  should  be  amioa* 
blf  settled. 

This,  sir,  is  the  way  I  understand  the  case  to 
stand ;  and  if  I  understand  it  truly,  the  President 
has  conducted  with  great  correctness,  agreeably 
to  the  law  of  nations.  Of  the  truth  of  this  it  is 
not  necessary  to  quote  authority,  one  example  for 
illustration  is  sufficient :  .though  the  Western 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  Brit- 
ish territory  had  been  clearly  defined  in  the  de- 
ftnitire  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  yet  the  West- 
ern forts  within  our  acknowleaged  boundary 
were  forcibly  withheld  from  us  by  British  troops ; 
but  while  the  negotiation  conducted  by  Mr.  Jay 
was  in  progress  at  the  Court  of  Lbn'don,  the  Pres- 
ident Washington,  not  only  withheld  the  Fed* 
eral  troops,  then  engaged  in  war  with  the  Indians, 
from  advancing,  but  ^rbade  Genera)  Irving  from 
going  with  a  party  of  Pennsylvania  militia  to  lay 
out  a  town  on  the  margin  of  Lake  Erie,  in  Penn- 

Slvania,  where  it  was  not  known  that  ever  the 
ritish  had  advanced  .a  claim  sinc^  the  Revolu- 
tion, or  taken  possession ;  but  neither  had  we  ac- 
tually occupied  it  before,  but  it  was  within  the 
acknowledged  boundary  of  that  State.  Retain- 
ing possession  until  the  boundary  is  settled  is  no. 
agfirression  on  the  part  of  Spain. 

Mr.  F.  said,  we  are  alarmed  with  dangers  in- 
stead of  being  convinced  by  argument.  If  the 
gentleman  from  .Vifgiaia  is,  indeed,  not  much 
mistaken,  we  are  first  to  be  ruined  by  war  with 
Britain,  and  afterwards  overwhelmed  by  France, 
and  distressed  with  numerous  privations.  It  is 
true,  if  Britain  or  any  other  nation  find  it  to  /be 
their  interest  and  design  to  go  to  war  with  us, 
they  will  never  be  at  a  loss  to  assign  a  cause.  We 
cannot  turn  our  feet  in  regulating  our  own  com- 
merce, but  they  can,  in  a  maniresto,  give  it  ,the 
-eolortog  of  a  cause  of  wkr.  Without  imputing 
-to  Britain  a  less  degree  of  justice  or  honor,  or 
calculating  on  her  possessing  a  higrher  sense  of 
national  depravity  than  any  other  nation,  we  must 
all  admit  that  she  is  a  pretty  good  judge  of  her 
own  interest,  and  sufficiently  disposed  to  pursue 
it.  If  that  is  admitted,  it  is  the  most  evident  in* 
terest  of  Britain  to  cease  from  her  agressions, 
and  make  reasonable  restitution,  in  prmrence  to 
war  or  the^  privations  we  can  make  her  suffer 
without  going  to  war.  At  present,  and  for  a  con- 
siderable time  past,  her  commerce  has  been  ex- 
cluded from  the  greatest  extent  of  the  most  fertile 
and  wealthy  part  of  Europe^  and  in  these*  conn- 
tries  manufactures  are  so  much  encouraged  that 
the  British  goods  can  never  again  be  in  the  same 
demand  in  that  Quarter.  For  some  of  her  most 
extensive  and  important  manofaotares  she  de- 
pends on  the  United  States  for  the  raw  materials, 
to  the  amount  of  near  $5,000,000,  besides  a  large 
.  amount  of  other  articles  of  the  first  necessity. 
These  manufactures,  the  great  source  of  her  wealth 
and  power,  depend  for  their  support  upon  the  con- 
•omers  as  well  as  on  the  raw  materials.  No  other 
Bation  in  the  world,  probably  a>l  the  nations  of 
Europe,  do  not  consume  so  much  of  her  manu- 
factures as  the  United  States  do ;  tbey  not  only 
•onsume  what  pays  for  the  ^ast  amount  of  raw 


materials  of  our  own  produce  which  Britain  re- 
ceives, but  also  to  the  amount  of  several  millions 
of  foreign  articles  which  they  purchase  from  our 
merchants ;  but  they  create  a  balance  against  us 
to  a  greater  amount  than  the  whole  annual  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States,  the  discbarge  of  which 
swallows  up  the  profits  acquired  by  our  exports  to 
all  other  countries. 

When  or  by  whom  was  ever  non-importation 
deemed  a  war  measure  1  Not  at  any  time  we 
know  of  by  Britain,  the  United  States,  or  probably 
any  other  nation.  The  British  Treaty  recognises 
it  as  a  measure  of  peace.  While  we  we^e  yet 
colonies  we  had  recourse  to  non-imporlation  by 
voluntary  agreement,  in  order  to  induce  Britain  to 
repeal  the  stamp  act,  after  other  methods  had  been 
exhausted.  It  Was  not  considered  or  treated  as  a 
war  measure  b)r  either  party,  but  by  affecting  the 
manufacturing  interest,  Sx*,  in'Britain  it  procured 
the  repeal  of  the  ^tamp  act.  The  same  measure 
procured  the  repeal  in  part  of  the  revenue  acts ; 
what  of  them  remained  unrep^ed,  as  a  pledge  of 
the  sovereign  right  of  the  British  Parliament  to 
legislate  for  the  colonies,  produced  the  war  which 
established  our  independence. 

During  the  first  session  of  the  third  Congress, 
information  of  the  British'  orders  of  the  8th  of 
June,  1798,  and  the  aggressions  in  pursuance  of 
these  orders  comnntt^  on  our  commerce,  were 
offioially  communicated  to  Conjgress  by  the  Presi- 
dent. In  consequence  of  .which,  Mr.  Mauison 
submitted  certain  resolutions  that  are  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  members,  but  before  any  final  decis- 
ion on  them  had  taken  place,  information  was  re- 
ceived of  the  orders  of  the  6th  of  November  1793, 
which  authorized  a  higher  degree  of  ageression 
than  had  been  heretcfore  conunitted.  Neither 
the  orders  of  June  or.  November  were  otherwise 
known  but  bv  their  execution,  until  after  great 
great  damage  had  been  sustained.  In  consequence 
of  information  of  these  ruinous  depredations  an 
embargo  for  thirty  days  was  laid  attet  two  days 
consideration,  with  an  interval  between,  with  shut 
doors.  The  embargo  was  soon  after  extended  for 
thirty  days  longer. 

The  embargo^  however,  was  net  intended  as  a 
permanent  measure,  nor  expected  to  have  any 
permanent  effect;  it  could  not  have  a  great  effect 
except  on  the  British  West  Indies  which  depend- 
ed on  us  for  their  necessary  supplies^  The  em- 
bargo however  secured  What  was  yet  in  our  har- 
bors until  Congress  might  have  time  to  deliberate, 
and  Briuin  did  not  treat  it  as  a  war  measure. 

The  first  result  of  that  deliberation  was  a  reso- 
lution for  sequestrating  the  debts  due  to  Britisii 
subjects  by  citizens  of  this  country,  which  was 
at  this  time  a  large  amount  After  this  had  beea 
considered  for  a  cti^nsiderahle  time,  and  afterwards 
discussed,  it  was  dropped,  and  a  resolution  for  a 
non-intercourse  with  the  British  dominions  sub- 
mitted to  the  House.  This  resolution  was,  with 
frequent  intervals,  a  subject  of  deliberation  for 
some  weeks  before  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  in  all  its  stages  was  supported  by  a  majority. 
While  this  subject  was  before  the  House,  and  be- 
fore a  bill  was  ordered  io  be  reported,  information 
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was  receiTed  that  Britain,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
had  favorably  revised  the  orders  of  the  6th  of 
November  preceding,  and  that  onr  commerce  was 
again  admitted  to  be  conducted  on  such  a  footing 
as  we  have  since  acquiesced  in  with  little  com- 

glaiot.  But  the  progress  of  the  non-intercourse 
ill  was  not  therefore  stopped ;  the  British  Court 
had  issued  orders  on  one  principle  in  June,'9nd 
\kyoti  another  principle  in  November,  and  a  third 
principle  in  March.  Three  orders  essentially  dif- 
ferent from  each  other  in  seven  monthis,-  and 
might  probably  hav^  made  another  change  before 
this  intormation  arrived ;  the  bill  therefore  passed 
the  House  by  a  greater  majority  than  it  is  believed 
any  other  commercial  measure  <luring  that  session. 
It  passed  also  in  the  Senate  by  a  respectable  ma- 
jority, till  the  order  for  the  last  reading ;  When,  the 
rotes  being  equal,  the  bill  was  refused  the  last  read- 
ing by  the  Vice  President's  vote.  The  President 
had  recently  nominated  Mr.  Jay,  Envoy  Extra* 
ordinary  to  the^  Court  of  London ;  this  induted  a 
number  of  the  members  oC  the  Senate  to  believe 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  pass  the  non-inter- 
course bill  into  a  law. 

Mr.  F.  saidj  he  had  sufficient  ground  to  believe 
that  th&  President  delayed  the  nomination  of  an 
Bnvoy  for  a  considerable  time,  waiting  for  the  pro- 

S'ess  of  the  bill,  and  that  he  did  not  nominate  the 
nvov  with  an  intention  to  defeat  the  last  tote  on 
the  bill,  but  rather  to  correspond  with  it.  Thus 
far  he  well  recollected  that  on  tfaedav  that  the  non- 
intercourse  resolution  was  submitted  to  the  House, 
in  conversation  with  one  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, on  the  subject  of  the  President  sending  an 
Bnvoy,  which  wks  then  much  talked  of,  the  gen- 
tleman saiid  that  the  President  would  send  an  Bn- 
▼oy  as  sbon  as  Congress  had  strengthened  his 
hands  with  any  sufficient  expression  of  the  pub- 
lic will ;  that  Madison's  resolutions  appeared  suit- 
able early  in  the  session  was  generally  admitted, 
bat  they  were  dropped  perhaps  as  not  correspond- 
ing^ to  the  increased  aggressions  since  November. 
The  resolution  for  sequestration,  he  said,  he  did 
not  approve,  but  the  resolution  for  non-intercourse, 
then  submitted  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Clark  of 
New  Jcrsev,  he  thought  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose, and  that  if  it  passed  Congress,  the  Presiaent 
would  send  an  Envoy.  It  did  pass  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  sec- 
ond reading  in  the  Senate  before  the  Envoy  was 
nominated  by  the  President.  These  circumstan- 
cea  are  menttoned  to  demonstrate  that  at  no  period 
heretofore,  either  before  or  since  the  declaration  of 
inde|>en|)ence,  was  refusing  to  import  or  consume 
the  produce  or  manufactures  of  any  country 
deemed  a  war  measure  j  it  cannot  be  so  unless 
aome  treaty  is  thereby  broken.  The  British 
Treaty  secures  this  right  to  both  parties. 

Mr.  F.  said  it  was  true  that  not  only  on  the  oc- 
casions abovementioned,  but  on  the  discussion  of 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Madison,  on  the 
resolutions  for  an  embargo  and  the  opposition  to 
the  British  Treaty  being  ratified,  there  were  mera- 
hefs  and  others  who  declareu  these  measures 
would  lead  to  war,  d:;c.  It  was  particularly  so 
when  the  question  of  the  embargo  was  first  dis- 


cussed. That  the  measure  Will  lead  to  war  is  al- 
ways the  cant  word  of  opposition^  and  is  well  cal- 
culated to  alarm  such  of  the  citizens  as  are  not 
well  informed ;  but  enacting  such  measures  are  ^ 
agreeable  to  the  Treaty  with  Britain,  and  within 
the  unquestionable  rights  of  sovereignty,  therefore 
cannot  of  themselves  cause  war.  The  resoluton 
therefore  is  not  objectionable  on  this  ground, 
whatever  it  may  be  on  the  ground  of  expediencr. 
But  if  the  British  Government  should,  disregard- 
ing the  principles  of  justice,  embargo  our  ships  in 
their  harbors,  capture  them  on  the  ocean,  where 
we  have  a  large  amount  of  property  afloat,  and 
even  if  they  should  be  mad  enough  to  attack  onr 
ports  and  harbors  with  their  fleet,  if  they  should 
do  all  that  has  been  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  we  have  the  power  and  means  of 
making  reprisals.  Mr.  F.  sai^  that  that  gentleman 
had  yesterdaj  charged  his  colleague  (Mr.  SHiLia) 
with  inconsistency,  he  having  formerly  opposed 
a  fleet  and  was  now  in  favor  or  one,  d^:.  But  this 
was  ftot  the  case ;  neither  his  colleague  nor  him- 
self were  in  favor  of  a  fleet,  nor  would  ever  vote 
for  one  to  oppose  or  make  reprisals  on  Britain, 
while  less  expensive  and  much  more  certain  means 
of  reprisal  were  in  our  power.  The  vast  amount 
of  stock  that  the  British  subjects  owned  in  our 
funds  and  banks,  and  of  debts  due  from  our  mer- 
chants to  her  merchants  and  manufacturers,  and 
her  territories  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,'  in  our 
neighborhood,  which,  though  of  no  great  valoe  to 
us,  are  of  incalculable  value  to  her,,  are  all  in  our 
power,  and  are  all  lawful  objects  for  reprisals,  which 
at  least  may  be  justified  by  excess  or  provocation. 
Even  supposing  Qreat  Britain  lost  to  all  sense  of 
justice  and  national  honor,  which  he  did  not  admit 
in  its  whole  extent,  yet  we  will  all  admit  that  she  is 
sensible  of  and  pursues  her  own  interest ;  and  that 
it  is  not  her  interest  to  go  to  extremities  with  us  on 
the  account  of  all  she  gains  by  the  affffressions  of 
Which  we  complain,  must  be  admitted  by  all  com* 
petent  judges. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  spoken  of  the 
character  of  those  eii|g;aged  in  commerce,  in  an 
unusual  strain  of  acrimony;  he  has  denounced 
commercial  pursuits,  and  denied  protection  to  it 
beyond  gunshot  from  our  shores,  &^,  It  is  true 
he  yesterday  refused  protection  only  to  what  is 
usually,  though  incorrectly,  called  the  carrying 
trade.  Formerly,  by  the  carrying  trade  was  un- 
derstood lo  be  carrying  the  property  of  other  na- 
tions on  freight.  In  this,  Holland,  who  has  little 
pi'oduce  of  her  own  to  export,  was  generally 
greatly  engaged.  Her '  merchants  were  formerly 
the  carriers  for  all  the  maritime  nations  of  Eu- 
rope.' Our  own  shipping  merchants  also  were 
early  engaged  in  this  trade ;  even  before  1793,  they 
contended  for  the  right  of  doing  so ;  but  that  is  now 
given  up :  if  any  do  now  engage  in  it  they  neither 
claim  nor  receive  protection  from  our  Gk>vern- 
ment.  The  name  of  carrying  trade  is  now  ap- 
plied to  that  commerce  carried  on  by  purchasing 
goods  in  one  country,  bringing  them  to  our  coun- 
try, and,  if  they  are  not  in  demand  there^  reship-' 
ping  them  to  a  jforeign  market,  d^c,  or  disposing 
of  them  to  those  who  do  so. 
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A^r.  F.  sftid  that  he  was  astoDlshed  to  hear  thiv 
commerce  stated  as  ioimical  to  agriculture,  as  its 
fival,  dtc.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  manu* 
&ctures  aad  coaimerce  of  Britain  being  riTaU  to 
the  iaoded  interest,  it  will  not  apply  in  this  country. 
Wc  have  no  established  manufactures  in  the 
country,  therefore  our  own  manufactures  are  not 
the  sources  of  commerce,  as  they  are  in  Bf  itain. 
The  produce  of  agriculture,  riz :  what  can  be 
■pared  from  the  farm,  or  what  can  be  caught  in 
the  ocean  b^the  industry  of  oujr  own  citizensi  is 
the  sole  basis  of  our  commerce,  and  if  agricultiire 
fiiils,  commerce  fails  with  it.  What  is  called 
with  us  the  carrying  trade,  and  the  direct  trade, 
cannot  easily  be  separated.  We  take  from  Britaip 
to  the  amount  of  near  twelve  millions  4}f  dollars 
more  than  she  t^es  frcm  us ;  how  will  we  pay 
lit  8he  does  not  take  our  flour,  meat,  or  nsb, 
cod  but  very  little  of  anything  from  the  Middle 
Or  Eastern  States.  We  sell  our  flour,  meat,  ^., 
chiefly  in  the  French  and  Spanish  West  Indies, 
end  bring  the  returns  in  sujgar,  coffee,  rum,  &^^  to 
cur  own  ports ;  and  what  is  not  consumed  in  our 
tf^R  country  is  permitted  to  be  shipped  to  the 
BUiropean  ports,  where  they  can  .fixid  a  market 
Hnder  a  neutral  character,  and  the  proceeds  are 
transmitted  to  Britain  to  pay  the  balance  she  ha^ 
Cgainst  us,  or  in  part  in  sucn  ffoods  as  can  be  got 
wnere  the  sales  are  made.  A  scarcity  of  bread 
sometimes  induces  Britain  to  open  her  ports  to 
our  grain  and  flour,  but  even  then  the  cargo  ez- 
pprted  will  come  far  short  of  paying  for  a  return 
cargo  of  her  finished  manufactures;  and  it  is  the 
acme  with  the  bulky  raw  materials  of  the  Sou^b- 
fxn  States,  of  which  Britain  takes  a  large- proper* 
iion;  the  balance  has  to  be  paid  in  the  circuitous 
mfinner  mentioned  above.  Our  provisions,  d^c, 
i|oid  in  the  West  Indies,  will  not  purchase  return 
cargoes  of  coffee,  sugar,  rum,  dbc,  and  but  little 
fAoney  cfim  be  got ;  the  return  cargoes  therefore, 
if  more  than  is  necessary  for  home  consumption, 
must  be  permitted  to  find  a  market  in  other  coun- 
triesi  ana  for  this  permission  a  doty  is  paid.  Thus, 
what  is  called  the  carrying  trade  is  so  combined 
with  the  direct  trade,  that  it  cannot  be  separated 
without  injury  to  the  farmer  as  well  as  the  mer- 
chanL 

Perhaps  to  those  who  understand  the  subject, 
wagODcrs  constantly  emj^loyed  in  hauling  roer* 
^andise  from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  on  the 
great  Western  road  to  Pittsburg,  may  in  some 
pleasure  illustrate  the  carrying  trade  as  connected 
with  the  exports  of  our  produce  to  a  foreign  mar- 
kBt.  About  300  of  five  and  six  horse  teams  are 
constantly,  at  all  seasons,  employed  in  hauling 
goods  from  these  two  ports,  besides  many  other 
teams  occasionally;  they  pass  through  the  divid- 
ing ground  between  the  Atlantic  and  Western 
paters,  as  they  would  otherwise  return  empty, 
like  a  ship  in  ballast;  they  take  in  flour  on  the^ 
way,  generally  at  half  the  price  for  carriage  at 
irhich  the  flour  will  sell  at  the  ports ;  but  ifthey 
Vere  not  to  be  certain  of  back  loading  in  return- 
ing, they  would  not  take  the  sift  of  the  flour  on 
condition  of  hauling  it ;  but  if  tbi^y  were  to  haul 
tto  more  goods  than  what  the  flour  would  pur-. 


chase,  or  than  what  is  .consumed  ia  the  country, 
one  barrel  out  of  twenty  could  not  be  hauled. 
The  goods  are  taken  to  Pituburg,  Mooongah^lai 
Wheeling^,  dtc,  and  boated  to  the  wesiern  parts 
of  Virginia,  Kentucky)  Ohio  State,  and  even  to 
Tennessee.  If  the  carrying  trade  from  the  gooda 
brought  in  the  wagons  was  not  permitted,  the  pro* 
duce  woald  not  &d  a  market,  and  the  imported 

foods'  would  come  much  dearer,  to  the  coosumef. 
robably  Pennsylvania,  ia  which  there  are  a 
greater  pro{i^rtion  of  citizens  who  reside  at  a  dis- 
tance from  a  seaport  than  in  any  other  State,  have 
felt  earlier  and  more  severely*  the  efiiects  of  Brit* 
ish  aggression  than  the  citizens  of  any  other  At* 
lantic  State.  The  fiiour  .seUs  so  law  since  these 
aggressions  commenced  that  the  wagoners  retorji 
unloaded,  aad  prefer  hauling  the  teed  for  their 
houses  to  hiiuUng  flour. 

Mr.  F.  said  the  protection  secured  by  tbe  Con* 
stitution  to  comn^erce  was  well  stated  and  en- 
forced by  his  coUeaf^ue,  f  Mr.  Saiiub,)  and  need 
not  be  repeated.  It  is  well  known  that  the  East* 
ern  and  most  of  the  Middle  States,  were  engaged 
in  commerce,  both  direct  and  circuitous^  almost 
from  the  commencement  uf  their  colon  nation ; 
that  restraints  on  t^e  commerce  by  the  British 
Government  was  one  principal  cause  of  declaring 
Independence.  The  power  to  regulate  and  pro* 
tect  commerce  was  entjleavored  to  be  vested  in  the 
old  Congress,  and  the  necessity  of  obtaining  that 
power  was  the  moving  cause  of  changing  that 
form  of  Government.  .  Therefore,  his  colleagoc 
was  right  in  staling  that  the  commerce  o(  thQ 
Eastern  and  Middle  States  has  an  equcl  claim  to 
protection  as  t)ie  agriculture  of  the  Southem 
States.  If  we  denounce  the  character  of  one 
class  of  citizens,  such  as  the  oaerchants  as  a  body 
have  been  denounced  on  this  floor,  we  nay  eo  oa 
and  denounce  another  and  another  class  untQ  one 
State  denounces  another,  and  so  put  an  end  to 
the  Union,  and  destroy  all  confidence  between 
citizens  of  different  professions  as  well  as  between 
different  States.  Qongress  is  fully  vested  wiih 
the  power  of  r^ulating  commerce  with  Ibreiga 
nationsi,  end  consequenUy  with  the  power  of  pro- 
tecting and  of  restraining  it.  Congress  can  limit 
the  exteajt  to  which  what  is  called  either  the  di- 
rect or  carrying  trade  ought  to  be  permitted,  bat 
as  far  as  any  trade  is  authorised  to  be  carried  o^ 
it  is  entitled  to  protection. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  though  he  absolutely  deni^ 
that  the  resolution  was  a  measure  that  in  justices 
or  on  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  Jaw  o£ 
nations.  Jed  to  war  ipore  than  any  other  rcsolutioa 
submitted  to  the  Committee  did,  yet  he  acknow^ 
ledged  that  it  would  occasion  more  privations 
than  some  of  them.  It  would  lessen  the  supplies 
of  some  kinds  of  such  manufactures  as  we  were 
accustomed  to  consume.  It  would,  in  some  meas- 
ure, change  the  accustomed  channels  of  commerce. 
It  would  for  some  time,  no  doubt,  lessen  in  soote 
degree  the  amount  of  our  revenue,  but  by  no 
meaus  to  the  terrific  amount  suggested  by  sonoe 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  in  opposition  to  tha 
resolution.  Our  merchants,  possessed  as  they  ar<# 
of  a  sufficieot  i^kupaber  of  ships  and  a  compatiim 
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•fOUMnt  of  capital  will,  in  Uie  paisiiit  of  their 
own  interest,  find  a  suffioieot  supply  of  manufac- 
tures  from  other  coQBtries,  and  thereby  eocou- 
laipe  a  compecitioD  with  the  manufaotiMrers  of 
Bf itain ;  aad  even  if  for  a  time  they  fail  in  dmng 
this,  they  will  paoauBe  British  goods  from  other 
eonntriea,  to  whleh  they  will  be  transmitted  at  a 
considerable  loss  to  the  ownerau  so  thai  our  neoea- 
aary  wants  will  be  supplied  and  our  reTenuesofier 
Tery  little  defalcation,  and  our  own  maDU&ctures 
W  enoouiaged*  This  is,  howevec,  supposiqg  the 
worst  that  may  happeu'*-it  is  supposing  that  Brit* 
fin  will  have  so  much  lost  all  respeet  to  her  own 
tatetett  as  to  perseTere  in  her  aggressions  con- 
trary to  her.  inieresi;  thia  she  has  rarely  hereto- 
Ibre  dose,  aad'her  relief  is  fully  in  her  own  power* 
Lac  her  obI^  acit  as  before  last  Aqgual* 

Mr.  9.  Mtid  that,  after  all,  the  qnestioa  i&  not  so 
bbimIi  whether  we  shalladopt  the  resolution  now 
befbim  the  House.  a9  whether  we  shall  agree  to 
afty.  measupe  of  any  kind  to  atreagthea  the  hands 
of  the  Executive  ia  negotiating  with  Britainl 
That  we  should  do  so  he  considered  as  absplately 
Beoessarr';  but  the  choice  of  oieasures  would  be 

S^rerned  by  the  ticw  of  their  eitpedtencyi,  aU 
ings  ooQsidered.  What  will  be  Ihe.eoaseqiieace 
of  neglecting  to  do  anything  1  To  answer  this 
^aestMB,.let  os  examiae  how  the  case  stands.. 

We  are  officially  informed  that  the  President 
baa  made  every  emin  in  his  power  to  negotiate. 
Failinff  in  the  objecc  of  these'eA>rt8,  he  has  offi* 
mUy  laid  the  ease  before  Congress,  whioh  is  bx- 
cloeively  vested  with  competent,  powers  to  pre* 
scribe  rules  in  such  an  emergency.  They  only 
Im^vo  the  Consdtutiooal  power  of  declariag  war, 
if  that  is  expedient ;  but  as  the  intention  of  de- 
claring war  is  equally  repusaaat  to  th^  wIsIms  of 
Chose  who  sarppqrt  the  resolation  as  it  is  to  these 
Wto  oppose  it,  and  as  the  British  Treaty  seoiues 
to  iioth  natiolis  the  right  of  prohibiting  importar 
^^n^  it  is  evident  that  however  the  aggre»sioBs 

iplaiaed  of  might  justify  war,  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  members  to  use  erery  other  practicable 

ihod  to  procure  redress  rather  than  resort  to 

r;  but  ir  no  measures  are  adopted  to  induce 
€keat  Britain  to  enter  into  a  reasonable  negolia* 
tion,  it  had  been  much  beUer  that  the  President^ 
lAeasage  aad  the  documents  accompanying  it 
had  never  been  referred  to  this  oommitt^e,  and 
that  th^  resolution  before  us,  or  any  other  resoli»* 
tioo  with  a  vie^  to  the  same  object,  had  never 
been  discussed ;  because,  the  subject  being  onee 
discussed,  and  bo  measures  agreed  to  calculated 
to  p^ocftro  redress,  Britain  will  be  justified  in  bo* 
lioviag  that  Cengrese  approve  of  what  the  Presi- 
dent cottsfdered  as  aggressions,  especially  as  some 
of  the  arguments  on  this  floor  were  npt  only  an 

Siology  l^t  a  vindicattoB  of  the  adjodicatiMis  of 
e  British  courts,  if  not  of  the  impressments.- 
After  makiag  some  apology  for  detainiag  the 
House  so  long,  Mr.  F.  requested  pepoiission  to  make 
a-few  observations  oa  a  subject  which,  though  it 
had  ao  relarion  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
yet  it  had  more  than  once  been  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  without  being  called  to 
order*    £very  member  knows  Chat  some  sHbjeota 


all 


had  been  discussed  with  closed  doors  early  in  the 
session,  and  that  the  coofidential  obligatiOD  was 
not  yet  retnovetJ.  The  gentleman  who  mtroduced 
the  subject,  (in  language  not  verv  decorous.)  knew 
that  it  had  no  connexion  with  the  question  before 
the  House.  He  would  not  pretend  to  arraign  tho^ 
gentleman's  motives,  but  the  evident  tendency  waa 
to  excite,  an  unnecessary  alarm  in  the  mind^  of 
the  citizens.  Be  his  intention  what  it  woqld*  it 
it  wo^ld  not  very  extensively  have  that  effect.  4U 
well-informed  citizens  kn^w  that  the  House  had  % 
Coastitotional  authority^  to.  close  the  doors,  whea 
the  subject  in  their  opinion  reqqired  secrecy  j  an4 
eyery  meqiber  experienced  iq  public  boiiie:^  i^^Wt 
that  even  an  allusion  to  what  was  discussed  with 
closed  doors  was  never  permitted,  however  int^o^^ 
centjy  oe  inadvertently  it  ^nras  done,  without  aa 
iaamediatei  call  to  order ;  and  for  a  very  good  rea* 
•an,  because  it  could  not  be  replied  to.  Mr.  ^ 
said  he  had  been  many  years  a  member  of  public 
bodies^  and  pften  sat  with  closed  doors,  but  n^ver 
before  this  occasion  observed  such  allusions  mi^a 
to  it  in  public  debate  without  a  check.  It  is  well 
hnowa  that  the  members  never,  for  their  own  sake% 
wish  to  sit  with,  closed  doors.  They  know  that 
when  they  do  so,  some  iinporta,at  res^rfiints  ia 
favor  of  4ebency  and  order  are  ^antio^. 

The  irentleqnan  from  Virginia  a,ad  other  memr 
hcTs  who  sat  in  the  seventh  Congress  know  tb^ 
a  subject  was  discussed  and  decided  with  cIose4 
doorsj  ia  epndtictiotf .  which  that  gentleman  WM  ^ 
principal  ag<9Qt.  The  iiyunction  of  secrecy  wj9§ 
not  taken  on  till  after  .the  meeting  ^  the  first  sesr 
sioo  of  the  next  Congress,  nor  eren  yet  is  it  wholl|' 
removed.  The  ffentleman  from  Virginia  knowa 
this, and  knows  that  it  has  pever  b?ei^  coEhplaine4 
of,  nor  in  this  manaex  infrodoced.  on  the  fbor.  U 
is  well  known  that  (with  very  few  exception^ 
such  as  laying  an  emharg^,  41^.)  the  doors  ara 
never  closed  except  on  foreign  aoairs,  commonir 
oated  in  confidence  by  the  President;  tl]|at  evei) 
these  are  not  kepi  secret  oa^  account  of  our  own 
ciiixens,  but  on  acpount  of  our  foreigo  relatione— r 
not  only  on  account  of  the  nation  that  may  happef 
to  be  the  subject  of  the  commanicatioq,  bat  on  acr 
count  of  other  nations  who  might  interfere  to  ouv 
injury— ^nd  sometimes  on  account  of  the  agen^ 
there,from  whom  importaat  information  may  havo 
been  received.  This,  the  ffcntlemau  from  Virginin 
knowa  well.  It  is  vain,  by  an^  such  arts,  to  per* 
snade  the  citizens  th^t  the  majority  of  their  rep- 
resentatives Would  knowingly  betray  th^ir  inter* 
ests  when  the  doors  were  closed.    Their  constit? 


ueato  have  a  much  hetier  security  than  open  doprs, 
or  even  oaths..  They  have, a  common  Inter^ 
with  their  representatives,  and  their  representa- 
tives with  them.  They  could  not  betray  the  ihtec* 
esu  of  their  coastituents  without  betraying  their 
own.  Mr.  F.  said  he  wa«  *  farmer ;  his  sons  and 
his  sona-in-hiw  were  farmers;  and  his  grandchil- 
dren most  prohaUy  would  be  farmers «  and  hifli 
constituents  were  as  generally  so  as  in  any  other 
district  in  the  Uoion ;  aad  when  he  looked  aroun^. 
him.  he  believed  the  majority  of  the  members  do- 
penned  on  agriculture  abo.  The  citizens  knew 
this,  and  therefore  kn0W  tb^t  thfi  faeqi^hwa  couW 
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not  injure  their  interest  without  injuring  the  inter<- 
est  of  themselves  and  their  posterity. 

Mr.  Early.— Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  my  inten- 
tion, in  submitting  to  the  Committee  those  obser- 
^  Tations  which  I  am  about  to  nuke,  to  confine  my- 
^  lelf  entirely  to  the  merits  of  the  question  under 
consideration. 

Upon  this,  as  upon  another  recent  occasion,  our 
attention  has  been  summoned  at  the  outset  of  the 
discussion  to  what  *  gentlemen  choose  to  call  the 
spirit  of  the  nation.  We  are  told,  that*  this  spirit 
had  been  awakened  by  the  events  which  led  to 
the  introduction  of  the  resolution  upon  the  table, 
nand  had  called  upon  us  in  a  loud  vxiice,  to  adopt 
energetic  measures  for  the  vindication  oPour  na- 
tional honor,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  national 
rights.  The  facts,  sir,  are  incorrectl v  represented. 
The  people  of  this  nation,  indentined  with  the 
Government  of  the  nation,  will  at  all  times  stand 
ready  to  support  that  Qovernment  with  the  ener- 
gies of  the  nation,  when  a  proper  occasion  shall 
present  itself.  Gbverned  by  persons  of  their  own 
immediate  choice,  they  wm  'confidently  repose 
in  such  persons  the  determination  of- that  ques- 
tion. Does  it  follow,  that  because  they  have 
pledgelTTD  us  the  support  of  the  national  .energies, 
if  in  our  judgment  they  are  become  necessary, 
that  ihetetoie  we  are  cafled  upob  to  take  a  course 
which  may  render  them  necessary  ?  It  is  true 
that  the  apprehensions  of  the  public  have  been  ex- 
cited, leat  a  period  had  arrived  in  which  it  would 
be  necessary  to  put  to  risk  the  national  peace.  Yes, 
fir,  it  is  too  true  that  alarm  has  been  spread  through 
every  quarter  of  the  Union. '  But  by  what  means, 
and  from  what  sources  ?  It  has  been  by  the  in- 
correct views  of  the  nature  and  state  of  the  in- 
terests at  stake,  with  which  our  public  prints  have 
teemed.  It  has  been  by  magnifying  representa- 
tions of  the  injuries  really  sustainea  on  the  one 
part,  and  on  the  other,  by  imposing  calculations 
as  to  the  sacrifices  demanded  to  efieet  redress. 
These  incorrect  views  of  the  subject  are  believed 
to  have  been  the  offaprinff  of  mercantile  influence. 
It  is  from  this  source,  by  these  means^and  through 
these  channels,  that  the  public  apprehension  has 
been  roused  upon  this  occasion.  But  it  is  our 
duty  to  unmask  the  influence  which  has  produced 
the  evil,  and  to  let  the  nation -know  the  true  state 
of  the  question  now  to  be  decided.  To  let  them 
understand  what  the  injuries  are  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  redress,  and  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  interests  which  we  are  called  upon  to  sacri- 
fice in  effecting  it. 

We  have  been  asked  to  leave  out  of  view  in  the 
discussion,  certain  distinctions  which  exist  in  the 
country,  These  distincttooe  are  of  two  kinds. 
First,  of  classes,  agricultural  and  commercial,  and 
secondly,  distinctions  arising  from  geograpnical 
position.  As  to  the  first  t  we  are  told  that  the 
agriculture  and  comtnerce  of  a  nation,  are  neces- 
sarily dependent  upon  each  otherj  and  therefore 
the  prosperity  of  both  should  be  equally  the  object 
of  care  to  the  Qovernment. 

Whilst  I  am  willing  to  aicknowledge  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  reasoning  in  its  fullest  extent,  as 
applied  to  the  natural  and  usual  trade  of  a  coun- 


try, to  the  foreign  and  domestic  trade  of  consump* 
tion ;  I  am  very  far  from  being  prepared  to  admit 
it  as  applied  to  the  carrying  trade*  It  is  believed 
that  however  confidently  mercantile  men  pro- 
nounce upon  this  subject,  however  well  they  may 
succeed  in  convincing  each  other,  by  a  train  <m 
reasoning  which  takes  the  circuit  of  the  world  be- 
fore it  draws  to  a  conclusion,  yet  upon  minds  ua« 
interested  in  the  issue  they  fail  to  produce  convic- 
tion. For  myself  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the 
diversion  of  our  navigation  and  capital  into  an 
unnatural  and  factitious  channel,  does  not  by 
diminishing  the  competition  in  ourowi|^  marketSi 
injure  the  sale  and  reduce  the  price  of  the  produce 
of  the  country.  This  idea,  sir,  is  advanced  with 
diffidence,  as  indeed  are  those  which  I  oiay  at  any 
time  advance  upon  the  probable  operation  of  com- 
mercial arrangements.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  do 
not  gentlemen  ask  too  much  when  they  require  of 
us  to  jeopardize  the  whole  agricultural  interest  of 
the  nation  for  the  sake  of  that  which  in  our  opin- 
ion produces  no  benefit  to  that  interest  ?  Is  it  not 
expecting  too  much  of  us  to  suppose  that  we  will 
consent  to  surrender  the  certainty  or  good  mark- 
ets and  hiffh  prices  for  our  producie,  and  brave  the 
danger  otV  total  stagnation,  for  the .  purpose  of 
emlMirking  in  a  hazardous  contest  with  Qreat  Bri- 
tain for  the  carrying  trade  ?  Sir,  it  is  too  much  > 
gentlemen  ought'  noty  cannot  expect  it.  They 
who  are  so  eagle-eyed,  so  sensibly  alive  to  what- 
ever concerns  themselves,  must  expect  that  we 
will  not  shnt  our  eyes  upon  matters  so  important 
to  ourselves,  and  to  those  whose  trusts  are  con- 
fided to  our  fidelity. 

We  are  alsp  asked  to  leave  out  of  view  geogra-^ 
phical  distinctions.  In  this  Mr.  Chairman,  gen- 
tlemen expect  impossibilities ;  they  require  us  to 
surrender  the  principles  of  self-preservation ;  to 
stiip  ourselves  of  the  leading  stimulus  to  human 
action.  To  this  requisition  we  can  less  accede 
than  to  the  former.  Look  to  the  document  from 
the  Treasury  which  lies  before  us.  It  will  there 
be  found  that  the  whole  amount  of  domestic  pro- 
duce exported  to  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies for  the  year  1802,  was  $18,727,000;  that 
of  this  amount,  tne  articles  of  qotton,  tobacco,  ricej 
tar,  pitchf  and  rosin,  which  are  exclusively  the 
product  of  the  southern  section  of  the  Union,  gave 
the  sum  of  $8,450,000.  For  the  year  1803,  the 
whole  amountexported  to  the  same  places  was  $22,- 
700,000 ;  of  which  (111,000,000,  arose  from  the  ar- 
ticles above  enumerated.  For  the  yenr  1804,  the 
respective  amounts  were  $19,000,000,  and  $9,- 
400,000.  The  average  of  the  whole  amount  for 
the  three  years  was  |20,200,000j  the  average  of 
the  amount  upon  the  enumerated  articles  for  the 
same  time  was  89,000,000,  of  which  last  amount, 
the  sum  of  $8,800,000  arose  from  the  articles  of 
cotton  and  tobacco  alone« 

Thus,  sir,  stands  the  relative  amount  of  the  ex- 
ports to  Qreat  Britain  and  her  dependencies  of 
the  products  of  the  southern  section  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  those  of  the  whole  Union  ;  and 
in  this  relative  proportion  of  course  must  their 
difierent  intecests  be  afieoted  l^  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  another  view  of  the 
operation  of  the  resolution,  which  we  cannot 
aroid  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee. From  the  same  document  it  appears  that 
the  average  amount  of  the  tobacco  foe  the  three 
years,  1802.  1803,  and  1804,  exported  from  the 
United  States,  was  $6,140,000 ;  that  of  this  amount, 
the  proportion  of  $3,230,000  was  exported  to  Great 
Britain.  That  of  tke  article  of  isOtton,  the  aver- 
age amount  exported  for  the  same  three  years 
was  86.970,000;  of  which  $5,630,000,  was  export- 
ed to  G(reat  Britain. 

Do  not  gentlemen  expect  too  much  when  they 
ask  tfs  to  shut  our  eyes  upon  these  facts  ?  Do 
they  not  require  of  us  to  aoandon  the  best  inter- 
esU  of  those  w^  represent  ?  And  should  we  not 
moM  shamefully  betray  the  sacred  trust  reposed 
in  as,  by  acquiescence  on  our  part)  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Grboo)  who  moved 
the  resolution,  ought  least  of  all  to  expect  this 
surrender  at  our  h&nds,when  it  is  recollected  how 
little  sacrifice  will  be  imposed  upon  the  agricul- 
tural interest  of  his  own  State,  by  the  adoption 
of  tlie  proposed  measure.  The  articles  of  wheat 
and  flour  are  not  subjects  of  export  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, unless  in  times  of  famine  or  extreme  scarcity. 

But  the  resolution,  we  are  told,  only  prohibits 
importation  from  Great  Britain,  leaving  the  expor- 
tatioas  from  this  country  to  that  as  they  now  stand. 
Very  true,  sir ;  this  is  the  operation  of  the  reso- 
lution itself,  and  if  it  were  to  produce  no  reaction, 
all  might  end  well.  But  will  Great  Britain  not 
retaliate?  b  she  that  submissive  animal,  whicb 
would  crouch  to  any  haad  that  might  mflict  a 
blow?  No,  this  i»  pot  urged;  but  it  seems  her 
manufacturers  are  so  dependent  upon  us  as  con- 
sumers, and  the  manufacturing. interest  in  that 
country  so  numerous  and  so  powerfiil,  that  the 
British  Ministry  could  not  persist  in  any  system 
of  retaliation.  The  case  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution has  been  cited,  and  extracts  from  an  autiior 
of  credit  read  to  sbow  the  early  resistance  made 
by  the  manufacturers  of  that  country  against  a 
prosecution  of  the  war.  This  citation,  as  well 
aft  the  whole  history  of  the  wa^  are  unfortunate 
arguments  for  those  who  use  them.  What,  sir, 
waa  the  fact  ?  Did  the  manufacturers  prevail'  in 
their  opposition  1  They  did  not.  The  war  con- 
tinued seven  years  in  spite  of  them.  Yes,  sir, 
notwithstanding  their  most  spirited  resistance,  an 
unpopular  war,  conducted  by  a  weak  Adminis- 
tration against  a  spirited  and  powerful  opposition 
in  Pariiament,  lasted  seven  years.  And  what  at 
last  brou^t  it  to  a  close  ?  The  resistance  of  the 
manufacturing  interest?    No,  sir,  the  peace  was 

groduced  by  an  accumulation  of  more  than  one 
undred  millions-  to  her  public  debt ;  by  the  loss 
of  armies ;  by  the  universal  conviction  of  the  im- 
practicability' of  accomplishing  their  purpose. 
Great  Britain,  sir,  has  never  shown  herself  of  a 
temper  to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  circumstances. 
Bucn  a  temper  is  the  least  characcleristic  feature  in 
the  conduct  of  her  present  Minister.  Upon  what 
ground  then  do  jg^entlemen  found  their  hope^  ? 
Will  a  contest  with  this  country  be  unpopular  ip 
England  ?    Ii  will  not    The  pvinciple  ion  which 


she  contends  is  a  necessary  agent  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  continental  war.  She  is  now  fighting 
for  iier  existence  as  a  nation.  The  only  vulner- 
able part  of  her  enemy  is  the  commerce  ot  neutrals 
between  that  enemy  and  his  possessions.  Her 
opposition  to .  this  commerce  is  founded  deep  in 
the  struggle  she  is  now  making  for  her  own  pre- 
servation. War  with  us  would  be  to  her  a  mmor 
evil  to  the  surrender  of  the  ground  she  has  ta\en. 
Look  at  the  late  celebrated  treatise  so  often  cited 
in  this  debate.  You  see  there  this  idea  in  every 
page.  With  this  impression  firmly  riveted  Upon 
the  minds  -of  the  people  of  the  British  nation,  you 
have  nothing  to  hope  from  the  popular! tv  of  your 
cause.  Have  you  any  ground  of  hope  from  the 
expense  of  a  war  to  heir  ?  It  would  not  cost 'her 
a  single  cent.  No  man  believes  she  would  think 
of  landing  an  army  upon  these  shores.  The  war 
would  be  on  commerce.  The  high  seas  would  be 
the  theatre  of  hostilities.  Look  at  her  present 
naval  establishment.  What  is  there  now  to  give 
employment  to  it  ^  Nothing.  The  fleets  of  her 
enemies,  are  gone — they  are  annihilated.  Youf 
commerce  in  c^very  sea  would  enrich  her  sailors 
and  naval  officers.  Your  revenue  would  ^e  cut 
up  hj  the  roots,  your  credit  would  sink,  and  your 
public  debt  increase  bejond  calculation.    Upon 

gentlemen's  own  premises,  then,  I  'perceive  no 
ope  that  >ve  would  reduce  Great  Britain  to  terms 
by  the  adoption  of 'the  resolution.  But,  sir,  their 
premises  are  not  well  founded.  The  manufac* 
turesof  that  country  would  find  their,  way  into 
this  in  spite  of  your  resolution.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  pointed  out  to  you  yesterday  the 
neutral  channels. through  which  they  would  be 
imported.  -  But,  sir,  it  is  not  through  neutral  chan- 
nels alone,  that  we. should  receive  them.  Are  no 
conclusions  to  be  drawn  applicable  to  this  ques- 
tion^ from  the  remarkable  circumstance  that  the 
French  soldiery  are  even  at  the  present  day  clad 
with  British  woollens?  Are  no  conclusions  to 
be  drawn  from  the  act  of  the  British  Parliament 
passed  last  summer,  establishing  certain  free  porta 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  especially  licensing  a 
trade  between  them  ^d  the  ports  of  her  enemy  ? 
These,  things  show  the  disposition  of  the  British 
nation  in  relation  to  any  trade  necessary  to  ffive 
vent  to  the  surplus  manufacture  or  product  of  ner- 
self  and  her  aependencies.  Will  it  be  said  that 
any  attempts  at  a  shnilar  conduct  in  relation  to 
us.  might  be  counteracted  by  ourselves  ?  Those 
wno  are  in  the  habit  of  trade,  and  those  who  un- 
derstand the  evasions  which  are  habitual  to  the 
unprincipled  part  of  the  mercantile  world,  tell 
us  no. 

The  measure  contemplated  would  therefore  be 
weak  and  inefficient  as  it  would  respect  Great 
Britain,  and  as  to  ourselves,  oppressive  and  ruin- 
ous in  the  increase  of  price  we  should  pay  for  he? 
manufactures. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  by  British  cruisers,  is  held  out  as  one 
of  the  objects  of  redress  in  ih'e  contemplated  mea- 
sure. This,  sir,  is  a  grievance  which  no  man  will 
attempt  to'aeny  or  j^liate.  It  is  an  evil  calling 
so  imperiously  for  redress,  that  almost  any  sacri- 
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flee  ought  to  be  made,  provided  it  would  answer 
the  purpose.  But  do  geDtleinen,  cap  the?  seri- 
ously belieTe  that  this  resolation  will  produce  the 
desired  effect  ?  Can  it  be  for  a  moment  supposed, 
thata  measure  at  best  weak  and  inefficient — a  meas- 
ure which  in  its  operation  mast  press  with  fourfold 
weight  upon  ourselves,  will  produce  any  serious 
d(i version  in  our  favor,  bv  increasing  the  number 
of  objects,  of  which  you  intend  toi^ompel'thesur- 
fender  on  the  part  of  your  adversary?  My  fear 
k  that  it  would  only  make  bad  worse,  and  that  in- 
Bftead  of  1,500  seamen  impressed  on  board  British 
ahips  of  War,  we  should  have  as  many  thousaml 
nadecaptives,  and  compelled  to  fight  against  their 
own  country. 

The  resolution  under  consideration  proposes 
•a  insurance  upon  terms  vastly  disadvantageous. 
The  pretnium  and  the  risk  are  oiit  of  all  proportion. 
What,  sir,  is  the  premium  ?  The  sum  of  $800,- 
€00,  tne  amount  of  reveque  estimated  to  accrue 
from  the  carrying  trade.  What  is  the  risk  ?  The 
almost  eertain  sacrifice  of  the  agricultural  interest 
of  the  nation — the  almost  certain  event  of  a  war, 
and  the  consequent  risk  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Constitution  and  liberties  of  this  nation.  ^  Por  one 
1  cannot  underwrite  such  a  policy.  I  will' not 
pledge  my  constituents  to  insure  upon  such  terms. 

But  we  are  asked,  mast  the  carrying  trade  be 
surrendered  ?  In  return  we  ask,  must  the  agri- 
eultural  interest  of  the  country  b^  sacrificed  to 
IMweerve  it  ?  Must  we  plunge  into  a  war  to  pre- 
serve it?  Must  we  put  to  psk  the  Constitution 
BOd  liberties  of  the  nation  to  preserve  it  ? 

Kff .  Chairman,  this  nation  is  at  peace.  We  are 
liappy  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  rights  at  home. 
We  are  prosperous  beyond  the  example  of  any 
ether  people  m  the  world.  We  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  our  own  industry^  abundatitiy  supplied  with  all 
the  comforts  of  life,  and  increasing  rapidly  in 
Wealth  by  good  markets  for  our  produce.  The 
merchants  receive  a  profit  upon  Iheir  trade,  coez- 
tensive  with  the  highest  wishes  of  rational  men, 
ftnd  when. confined  to  fair  neutral  commerce,  pur* 
■ue  their  occupations  wi|h  security.  Is  this  a 
itace  of  things  which  should  be  put  to  the  risk  of 
ehance  for  such  a  boon  as  the  carrying  trade?  Is 
thia  a  state  of  things  which  shoula  be  jeopardized 
fbr  the  profit  of  a  few  merchants  in  a  few  mercan- 
tile towns? 

It  is  known  to  this  House  that  a  negotiation  is 

a  lending  with  the  Court  of  St.  James  upon  the 
lect-matter  of  complaint.  It  is  also  known  that 
at  tne  date  of  our  lasft  despatches,  hopes  were  en- 
tertained by  our  Minister  there,  that  the  discussions 
would  assume  a  feature  more  favorable  than>  they 
had  heretofore  exhibited.  Whilst  this  negotiation 
18  de{>ending,  and  the  issue  iu  total  uncertainty, 
does  it  comport  with  even  common  prudence  to 
be  taking  measures,  which  would  infallibly  blow 
it  op  ? 

""  Again,  sir,  I  beseech  gentlemen  to  turn  their 
eyes  to  the  continent,  liet  theih  consider  the 
ma^itude  of  the  events  there  passing,  in  such 
vapid  succession,  as  not  to  suffer  the  mind  to  pause 
and  reflect  upon  their  even  probable  bearing. 
Tkose  events  must  lead  to  a  state  of  things,  which 


it  is  not  within  human  sagacity  to  foresee.  That 
state  of  things  must  have  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  relations  of  this  country.  The  war,  from 
the  spirit  with  which  it  is  prosecuted,  must  either 
have  an  early  termination,  or  an  entire  new  direc- 
tion. !f  terminated,  there  is  an  end  of  the  pre* 
sent  difliculties.  If  a  new  direction  is  given  to  it, 
what  alteration  may  thereby  be  oroduced  iii  the 
situation  oFour  relations,  cannot  be  even  divined. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  put  it  home  seriously  tQ  (gentle- 
men, whether  this  is  a  time— whether  such  is  a  sit- 
uation— whether  these  are  the  circumstances  in 
which  to  take  a  step  which  must  inevitably  lead 
to  a  disruption  of  all  the  relations  iietween  this 
country  and  Great  Britain?  lam  sore  it  is  not 
prudent — I  betieve  it  would  be  the  height  of 
madness. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  measure  could  give 
no  just  cause  of  offence.  Is  it  possible  that  geo- 
tlemen  who  understand  so  well  the  temper  of  the 
nations  of  Europe,  should  place  any  reliance  upon 
that  idea  ?  Do  not  gentlemen  know  that  the  jus- 
tice of  thecauseis  thelast  raquiry  the  governments 
there  make  ?  And  can  it  be  expect^  that  Great 
Britain  would  make  the  inquiry  at  all  in  a  case, 
where  she  considers  hernationaleicistence  at  stake; 
and  when  she  has  already  thrown  herself  upon  the 
plea  of  necessity  for  the  very  conduct  of  which 
we  now  complain ! 

9uch  are  the'views^of  the  subject  which  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  take.  They  are  views  which 
come  hom^  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  people 
of  this  natioq.  Let  that  people  fairly  understand 
whaf  the  sacrifices  are,  which  we  are  asked  tq 
make  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  redress.  And 
let  th^m  then  decide  this  question. '  Gentlemen 
cannot  but  know  what  that  decision  would  be — it 
would  be  against  their  resolution. 

For  myself,  vere  I  to  vote  in  favor  df  the  reso- 
lution. I  know  not  with  what  kind  of  sensations  I 
shoula  meet  my  constituents.  Upon  my  return 
into  the  bosom  of  those  who  sent  me  here,  instead 
of  being  hailed  with  affectionate  congratulation. 
I  should  expect  to  meet  their  reproach^  and  should 
add  to  it  the  most  bitter  of  all  rejections,  the  cos* 
sciousness  of  having  deserved  it. 

Mr.  McCrbert-— Mr.  Chairmau:  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  that  the  getitleman  from  Georgia, 
as  well  as  many  others  who  have  snokeii  on  this 
question,  should  entertain  an  idea  or  the  carrying 
trade  so  exceedingly  erroneous  as  it  respects  us. 
•Do  gentlenien  suppose  that  every  American  ves- 
sel which  has  coffee,  sugar,  or  any  other  West 
Indian  produce  on  board  is  engaged  in  what  Is 
called  the  carrying  trade?  If  our  vessels  engaged 
in  the  West  India  trade,  and  which  carry  Sit 
American  produce,  together  with  some  Buropeaa 
goods,  sell,  as  they  often  do,  for  double  the  cost, 
and  bring  back  much  more  West  India  produce 
than  can  be  consumed  at  home,  what  must  be* 
come  of  the  surplus  ?  We  roust  dertainly  be  per- 
mitted to  export  it;  and  although  it  is  not  the  pro- 
duce of  our  soil,  it  undeniably  Is  of  our  indnstry, 
and  therefore  as  much  entitled  to  protection  4s 
the  other. 

But  we  are  told,  sir,  that  our  merchanta  are 
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OftireriDg  bslii^foreiit  property,  aftd  to  Pf  &▼•  this,  a 
celebrated  paaiphlet  csUlad  "War  in  DisguUe,"  ia 
now  quoted  oa  thi»  floor  as  gospel.  For  my  part, 
sir,  I  oonsideff  that  pzoduaiioo  eiHirel^  apocry* 
pbal;  bat,  sir,  h«re  is  a  productioB  wbkk  1  al- 
ways ooasider  orthodox^— here  istba  leport  of  our 
Secretary  of  tke  Treasury ;  tkis  I  haFe  enaained, 
aad  what  does  it  say  ?  If,  by  his  repotrt,  ire  shall 
find  that  the  artiplea  we  import  from  the  WtsI 
iodies^do  not  exceed  in  Tahie  the  goodaoar  net* 
ehaats  aend  thither,  where  will  lh«  author  of 
"^War  in  Disguise"  inA  this  so  muoh  talked  of 
covenad  property  ? 

▲aoording  toi  this  report  it  appears,  thatin  IfiOi 
we  imported  fVom  the  Wesi  ladies  ia 
IMaiMast  galkMM  6»747,25d,  at  M  eente 

eost  there fl,486,aiA 

^iaaento»  lbs.  %a^%^  at  10  oanto  66,364 

CSncoa.  Iba.  I»461,fi64,  at  \%  cenla  -       -  1T7 J67 

Coffee,  Um.  46»768«06a»  at  16  oeata  -  e»407>4&6 
««gar,  119,434*409    Ihs.^  or   l,0i2»464 

cwt,at$7    -        -        .        ...        7^7,«48 
Indigo^  363,503  Ibs^^tl  26        -        *  3^3,129 

Cottop,  2U)56,764  Ibs^  at  20  centa         '-  41 1,340 

Rum,  6,862,347  galious,  at  60  cento      «        3,431,173 


And  we  exported  to  the  West  Indies  in 

the  same  year,  vix : 
In  American  produce  to  the 

amonnt  of       -        -    911,866,169 
Foreign  do.     -       ^        •        4,667,680 


21,371,311 


IVti^laad  iniaraAse  83t 


16,869,783 
6,»4yS94 

11*     III    IWl    11 


ftl,ia9,877 


281,034 


I  bold  it  hvc  to  iociludie  freight  and  inauraqce, 
for  although  «  man  ma^  aead  his  own  Yeasel,  and 
eland  hta  own  underwriter,  he  wiil  always  make 
tbeee  eiJcolaiiona  before  be  undertiUres  aa  et^^ 
duioa  ;  and  coaMdering  the  nature  of  the  trade 
we  have  been  carrying  on  there,  thie  aHowaace  is 
▼erv:  naoderate.  And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask*  what 
ia  t&ere  iefi  of  sMuJced  property  for  the  authoc  of 
'^War  iu  Disguisei'^  and  my  Lord  CoHiogwood^ 
Why,  truly,  the  mighty  sum  of  9^201,9341 

9i^  air,  independent  of  this  aMeoMB^  where 
^  tjhis  mighty  imm  about  whieh  so  muoh  tarn  ia 
m^d«»  that  we.  are  aeeeeniag  from  Qreat  9f iteanl 
Wkjy  ia  Fmnee,  no  douht!  And  what  does  it 
WBOQunt  to  ?  I  will  t?U  ypu,  sir.  Our  whole  ex- 
poffta  tp  that  nation  in  1804^  conaistiog .  of  our 
own  and  foreiga  produce,  amounted  to  $8,800,000. 
liowy  ai^>  I  do  supjMse  that  most  5f  the  cofire  wo 
hareaenx  thither  cam*  to. us  fpona  8t*  Doaun|p9» 
I  would  therefore  ask  tha  ambor  of  '*  War  in  Dis* 
guise,''  oa  any  one  else,  wbethec  they  leaiiy  think 
the  blfMsk  aobilitir  of  St.  Domfaago  have  been 
jading  their  producei  masked  under  our  ias,  to 
aopply  their  ^iend^  iu  Franee'^  ThewhoWof 
Ibia  aUegntiioa  is  too  ahsurd.  ta  merit  a  serious 
refutation.  The  fact  is,  tihal  of  ihb  6,800,080,  we 
mtmfiu  payiMeai  in  Fce^oh  gooda  to  the  amoiAot 


of  about  1,800,060,.  and  the  reside,  together  with 
the  surplus  of  our  other  exports  to  Europe,  isie» 
ittitted  to  Ghreat  Britain  to  make  up  the  balance 
of  12,000,000,  which  our  trade  with  her  annually 
anbjeets  us  to^  Now,  sir,  who  has  the  best  right 
to  complain  of  us  in  this  bnaincsa?  Certainlf 
not  England. 

We  are  alao  told-  thai  if  this  resolution  paasesi 
onr  exf)0ffts  to  Clreat  Britain  will  be  materially 
afftoted.  Althoogh  the  reaolu/ion  does  not  go  to 
prevent  ua  from  sending  our  produce  thither,  I 
will  examine  that  part  of  the  argument  of  th« 
gentleman  from  Georgia  respeoting  tobacco. 

The  whole  of  our  export  of  that  article  ia 
lfi04,  was  83,000  hhds.,  and  if  you  will  take  yoav 

Cand  caleulaie  the  population  where  thie  to* 
CO  is  consumed,  you  will  ^nd:  they  amooat  to 
about  eighty^tbree  millions,  which  gives  to  dread 
Britain.theconaufiaption  of  about  U  or  15,088 
hhds.  Now,  sii^  yon  will  ^^  that  in  1803  m 
exported  to  that  nation  50,000  hhds.,  and  on  a^ 
avwage  we  send  them  aeas  404M)0  hhds.  apnur 
ally.  What  is  the  coaeequenoe  %  Xhat  b)r  aendf 
ioff  more  thaii  they  can  consume,  the  price  is  kepi 
below  its  intrinsic  value;  whereas,  were  we  wise 
enough  to  send  them  no  more  than  thsejr>  do  cont» 
aume.  the  price  would  be  aiways  good :  tojf  it  is  an 
axiom  in  trade,  that  when  the  medium  of  cma^ 
sumption  is  exceeded)  the  price  must  fall;  wheeen 
aa^  if  the  supply  is  deficient,  it  oecasiona  a  oonto 
petition  in  the  market^  which  nerer  fails  to  raiee 
thoarlicle  ahore  its  leal  Talue.  It  wiH  thereliMre 
ha  highly  advantageous  to  the  tobaoco  i^bnteh 
th«t  lasis  ef  it  eoias  to  Great  Britain. 

On  dae  suluect  of  our  revenue*  we  are  oftea 
exttlliogly  told  that  it  oomea  exclusively  off  iho 
,  farmer  and  planter^  who  are  the  gntatr  conaamem« 
\  Lotus  examine  this  question. 

Out  imports  amounted  in  1604  to  about  eightf 
miUiona^  whereof  fifty-six  miUioas  were  re-ex* 
ported. '  Of  the  remaining  forty-four,  how  muok 
IS  coneumedby  the  farmer  and  planter  ?  I  eom« 
pule  the  popuLaiion  of.  our  seaports  to.  be  abool 
onereighjth  of  that  of  the  United  Skates,  and  frooa 
tho  mcury  aad  wastc^  the  ffxtraordiaariy  con«" 
suflikptioii  of  liouora^  tea,  eofiee,  sugar,  d»»i  dtos 
and  even  of  salt,  of  which  I  do  believe  one  ship 
commonly  consmnes  as  much  ae  ten  farmer»-i^ 
that  these  towns  consume  one-thiNl  \  which  leavea 
thurty  millions  out  of  sixty  to  the  farmer  aaul 
planter. 

As  to  the  article  of  ootcon,  it  would  appeal 
that  of  thirty-five  millions  exported,  aboul  twenty^- 
five  go  to  Great  Britain  $  and  although  I  do  noli 
know  accurately,!  believe  that  (lart  ia  ren^xport** 
ed  the  same  as  ioiportad ;  but  if  not,  it  is  well 
known  that  Great  Britain  mnet  and  will  have  it( 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  they  ai  this  mon 
mentccnamand  Spanish  wool  and  French  ciarev 
they  wiH  find,  little  difficulty  in  procuring  our 
cotton* 

I  thought  it  iacumbent  on .  me  to  make  these 
few  remarks  to  the  Committee,  because  although, 
they  may  have  occurred  to  some,  I  believe  the|r 
have  not  to<  ali. 

l/L^V^iMmu^Ut*  Ghaiimaui  IsiUxiaii  loaaaha 
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a  few  obserrations  on  the  subject  now  under  eon- 
siderationr  but  I  will  not  detain  the  Coouniuee 
more  than  a  few  minutes.  The  resolution  on  your 
table  is  denounced  by  gentlemen  as  a  war  mea- 
sure, but  I  cannot  discern  its  tendency  to  that 
point.  It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands  that  we 
have  received  from  Great  Britain  repeated  and 
grievous  injuries.  The  whole  American  people 
are  alarmed,  and  their  feelings  excited  by  the  re- 
iterated acts  of  oppression  and  insult.  A  gentle^ 
man  from  Gteorgia  has  told  you  that  our  constitu- 
ents hare  not  dictated  any  measures;  it  is  true, 
they  have  not  dictated,  but  they  have  complained, 
and  they  look  up  to  the  collected  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  devise  a  remedy  for  the  evils  under  which 
they  are  laboring.  Tnis  is  the  busioess  upon 
"frhich  we  are  in  part  assembled,  and  it  is  the 
iHost  important  to  which  our  attention  will  be 
called ;  we  should  therefore  en^^age  iki  it  with  aU 
that  seriousness  and  impartialitv  which  its  im- 

Jortance  demands.  Every  member  should  diyest 
imself  of  all  national  and  partj  prejudice  when 
he  decides  on  a  question  in  which  the  interest  of 
his  country  is  so  deeply  concerned.  And  catr  we, 
■8  men  and  as  patriots,  tamely  submit  to  have 
our  seamen  impressed^  and  forced  to  fight  the  bat- 
iks of  a  foreign  nation,  and  to  have  our  com- 
merce embarrassed,  interrupted,  and  perplexed, 
and  the  property  of  bur  citizens  engaged  therein 
condemned  and  made  the  property  ox  the  unjust 
captors  1    I  trilist  not. 

But  we  are  told  that  peace  is  of  all  things  most 
desirable,  and  that  by  stopping  importation  from 
Great  Britain  we  shall  provoke  the  wrath  of  that 
nation,  and  plunge  our  country  into  a-  most  de- 
structive warfare.  But,  sir,  is  this  a  true  state  of 
the  case?  Will  this  measure  justi^  Great  Britain 
in  retaliating  upon  us  in  any  hostile  acts  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  1  haveaa  unquestionable  right  to  em- 
ploy or  not  to  employ  any  mechanic  or  manufac- 
turer, as  my  interest  or  convenience  shall  direct.; 
and  a  nation  has  an  equal  right  to  trade  or  not  to 
trade  with  another  nation,  as  it  may  suit  their  pol* 
icy  so  to  do.  We  do  not  thereby  infringe  on  any 
01  their  perfect  rights;  nay,  I  do  not  know  that 
by  refusing  to  receive  the  products  of  a  nation  we 
do  thereby  violate  any  of  her  imperfect  rights. 
And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  no  nation  is  justi- 
fied in  making  war  upon  another.- unless  some  of 
her  perfect  rig^hts  are  invaded.  Nor  is  every  ac« 
cidental  violation  of  a  perfect  right  considered  as 
a  justcause  of  war.  The  injury  must  be  repeated, 
and  every  other  mode  of  redress  exhausted,  or  at 
least  become  extremely  precarious,  before  a  nation 
can  justify  herself  in  resorting  to  forcer  We  have 
suffered  an  invasion  of  a  national  right,  but  we 
only  wish  to  have  recourse  to  peaceable  means  of 
redress — to  withhold  in  a  degree  our  intercourse 
with  the  nation  from  whom  we  have  received  the 
injury.  If  we  adopt  the  resolution,  Great  Britain 
will  have  no  pretext  for  making  war.  She  will 
know  the  precise  terms  upon  which  she  can  regain 
our  trade  and  friendly  intercourse.  The  pream- 
ble will  direct  her  inquiries,  and  lead  her  to  the 
goal  whenever  she  desires  it.  She  will  only  have 
to  eease  from  doing  evit^to  respect  our  rights— 


to  do  as  she  wishes  to  be  done  by— and  an  ami- 
cable setdement  will  immediately  ensue. 

We  flCre,  however,  told  that  Great  Britain  will 
have  no  respect  to  the  law  of  nature,  the  law  of 
nations,  or  the  principles  of  justice ;  that  she  wiil 
measure  the  rule  of  right  only  by  the  length  of 
her  sword ;  and  that  she  is  all-powerful  by  sea, 
and  able  to  crush  us  before  her.  This  is  a  distress- 
ing picture,  indeed ;  but  really  I  do  not  know  that 
she  nas  become  so  superlatively  corrupt,  and  I  do 
not  believe  she  has*  1  trust  she  has  some  sense  of 
right  and  wrong  left,  and  some  regard  to  the  opin- 
ions of  other  nations.  If  I  thought  otherwise,  I 
should  be  disposed  to  break  off  aU  intercourse  of 
every  kind,  and  withdraw  from  the  touch  of  a 
being  so  highly  polluted.  And  is  her  power  irre- 
sistible 7  I  nave  nad  some  experience  of  her  power, 
and  I  see  no  just  cause  to  be  alarmed.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  have  no  such  mighty 
reason  to  fear  her  wrath.  They  know,  from  ex- 
perience, her  power  is  not  irresistible.  They  have 
met  it— they  have  repelled  it.  I  should,  indeed, 
fear  to  give  ner  just  cause  of  offence,  and  Congress 
ought  to  abstain  from  doing  any  improper  or  un- 
just act  towards  her.  We  ought  to  do  nothing 
but  what  we  could  justify  to  ourselves^  to  our  Go^ 
and  to  ail  the  nations  of  the  earth.  With  this  con- 
fidence, we  may  safely  trust  the  consequences  to 
the  direction  of  Heaven.  It  is  a  sound  maxim, 
that  it  is  better  to  endure  the  greatest  inconveni- 
ences and  evils  than  submit  to  reiterated  wrongs 
and  insults.  We  have .  suffered  repeated  wrongs. 
The  measure  before  us  is  justifiable  upon  everjr 
principle  of  the  iaw  of  nature  or  of  nations.  It  is 
only  necessary,  then,  to  inquire  whether  it  is  wise 
andf  politic  to  adopt  it  in  the  present  form.  In 
this  inquiry,  all  our  discretion,  all  our  wisdom,  and 
all  our  patriotism,  unfettered  by  prejudice  or  par- 
tiality, should  be  called  in  to  our  aid.  Will  the 
measure  react  upon  Great  Britain  so  as  to  induce 
her  to  relinquish  her  unjust  claim  to  the  capture 
of  our  ships  and  release  of  our  seamen,  or  will  it 
not  ?  Or  will  it  produce  a  reaction  upon  ourselves, 
which  will  be  felt  most  sensibly  by  our  citizens, 
and  by  our  Government  ?  These  are  the  import- 
ant and  the  only  questions  which  we  have  to  con- 
sider;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  them  fully, 
with  all  their  bearings  and  tendencies.  I  confess 
I  am  not  without  doubts  on  the  sulnect.  That  it 
will  give  us  some  shock,  cannot  rationally  be  ques- 
tioned. Our  revenue  will  doubtless  be  affected  in 
some  degree,  and  its  clear  amount  diminished,  at 
least  for  a  time.  .  Inconveniences  will  arise  from 
the  want  of  some  of  those  articles  of  consumption 
which  habit  has  rendered  agreeable  and  useful ; 
but  these  evils  may  and  will  be  cheerfully  borne, 
if  they  will  tend  to  produce  a  «ceat  national  good, 
and  free  our  commerce  from  those  injuries  which 
it  has  sustained  and  continues  to  sustain  from  the 
depredations  of  Great  Britain*  If  the  manufac- 
tures of  that  nation  are  as  important  lo  her  pros- 
perity and  strength  as  some  of  our  wisest  and  best 
mformed  statesmen  have  represented,  she  will — 
she  must— vield  to  our  equitable  demand,  or  bring 
upon  herself  an  accumulated  weight  of  distress^ 

Some  gentlemen  have  said  that  this  is  an  im- 
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proper  time  to  react  upon  Great  Britain ;  \\M  she 
18  now  contending  with  the  most  powerful  despot 
on  earth  for  her  liber  ties^  and  for  her  venr  exist- 
ence; that  she  is  now  doing  that  for  the  freedom 
of  nations  which  roTolationary  France  was  doing 
eome  jears  ago ;  and  that  her  sensibility  will  be 
excited  by  every  measure  which  may  have  a  ten- 
dency to  affect  and  injure  her  in  her  struggle.  1 
confess  it  would  be  ungenerous  to  press  her  unrea- 
sonably at  this  time,  but  surely  it  is  not  improper 
to  call  upon  her  in  any  way  we  think,  politic  for 
justice,  and  the  free  eibercise  of  our  independent 
rights.  These  we  are  entitled  to,  and  these  she 
ought  to  yield  us,  or  she  cannot  expect  our  friend- 
ship; and  this  n  the  most  suitable  time  to  call 
loudly  upon  her  for  them.  -  &he  will,  I  trust— she 
most— give  utr  her  unjust  claims,  if  we  persist  in 
this  measure  ror  any  considerable  time,-  or  the  con- 
aequences  will  be  more  injurious  to  her  than  any 
adrtintage  her  present  conduct  gives  her. 

Ifj  however,  the  resolution  now  under  consid* 
eration  should  be  thought  going  too  far,  let  us  take 
up  one  less  extensive  and  less  energetic.  A  high 
degree  of  unanimity  is  extremely  desirable  on  this 
important  occasion.  I  am  willing  to  meet  gentle- 
men on  any  groond  which  may  be  thought  tena- 
Ue.  If  a  total  non-Importation  is  not  advisable, 
let  us  resort  to  a  partial  one,  and  adopt  a  measure 
embracing  the  object  oontemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 
We  certainly  ought,  and  we  must,,  do  something. 
Your  taUe,  Mr.  Chairmaia;  is  loaded  with  com- 
plaints from  all  quarters  of  grievances  and  insults 
too  intolerable  to  be  borne  by  any  people.  It  is 
true,  the  -ffentleman  from  Georgia  has  said  the 
citizens  of  this  country  have  a  very  imperfect 
and  incorrect  view  of  this  subject;  and  that  they 
have  been  imposed  upon  and  misinformed  by  mer- 
chants, whose  cupidity  has  led  them  to  sound  the 
alarm :  and  that,,  when  they  shall  be  correctly  in- 
formed, and  come  to  have  true  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  differences  with  Gbreat  Britain,  not  one 
m  ten  will  be  fovind  in  favor  of  any  measure  in 
the  form  of  the  proposition  on  your  table.  But 
I  trust  the  more  the  people  are  informed  on  the 
subfeet  of  their  coniplamts,  the  louder  and  the 
more  impressive  will  th^  become.  It  is  the  in- 
juries they  observe  and  feel,  not  the  representa- 
tions of  interested  men,  that  excite  in  them  the 
sentiments  they  have  expressed.  Under  these 
circumstances,  and  amidst  the-  varietv  of  com- 
]»laints,  ahall  we  remain  quiet?  ShsiU  we  con- 
tinue in  session  four  or  five  months,  at  the  public 
expense,  remaining  deaf  to*  the  cries  of  our  qiti- 
sens,  and  depart  without  affording  them  any  re- 
lief? I  hope  not.  We  cannot  expect  to  enjoy 
the  privileged  and  advantages  of  our  independ- 
ence unless  we  firmly  and  resolutely  mamtnn 
them.  As  an  independent  nation,  we  should  feel 
no  partialities  towards  any  of  the  Buropean  na- 
tions^ but  treat  them  all  with  justice  and  human- 
ity, meeting  their  friendship  by  returns  of  friendly 
notions,  and  repelling  their  aggressions  by  lenient 
but  manly  firmness. 

Much  pains  has  been  taken  to  vepr<esent  our 
•ompkints  as  trivial  and  incapable  of  redsess.    It 


has  been  said  that  we  are  injured  only  in  our  car- 
rying trade,  which  has  been  represented  as  of  little 
consequence,  and  not  worth  the  expense  necessary 
to  defend  It.  This  appears  to  be  the  idea  whicn 
the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  Georgia  enter- 
tain of  the  business ;  but  the  subject  presento  it^ 
self  to  me  in  a  very  different  complexion.  To 
me  it  appears  far  more  important  to  the  United 
States  than  they  represent. .  I  consider  it  highly 
interesting  not  only  to  our  merchants,  but  to  our 
agricultural  citizens.  If  we  should  abandon  this 
trade  totally,  our  wheat,  corn,  beef,  pork,  and  other 
products  of  the  Middle  States,  would  shortly  be- 
come a  drug,  and  the  price  of  them  be  greatly 
diminished  in  our  market  towns.  Perhaps  the 
Southern  States  might  find  a  market  in  the  ports 
of  Great  Britain  for  their  cotton  and  tobacco: 
but  if  the  carrying  trade*  should  be  relinquished, 
the  best  market  for  those  other  staple  productions 
of  our  country  would  be  shut  to  us.  By  carrying 
these  commodities  to  a  foreign  market,  there  ex- 
changing them  for  the  productions  of  that  country, 
and  after  bringing  them  to  our  ports,  exporting 
the  surplus  of  them  as  well  as  some  of  our  own 
productions  to  another  foreign  country — ^by 
which  trade  we  are  enabled  as  well  to  sell  our 
surplus  produce,  as' to  pay  for  the  manufactures  of 
Great  Biitaln  w]uch  we  consume.  Further, 
would  it  not  be  highly  degrading  to. our  national 
character  to  relinquish  so  just  and  advantageous 
a  trade  to  justify  the  whim,  interest,  or  caprice  of 
any  nation  ?  If  we  permit  Great  Britain  to  sub- 
stantiate her  present  doctrines,  she  will  most  as- 
suredly extend  in  her  demands  and  the  strictness 
of  her  doctrines,  until  she  leaves  us  no  trade  worth 
defending,  neither  circuitous  nor  direct.  But  shall 
we  tamely  submit,  without  one  effort  toescape  this 
degradation  ?  '  Shall  we  not  rather  do  what  is  in 
our  power  to  ward  off  the  evils  that  surround  us? 
The  ffentleman  from  Georsia  has  said  that  he 
should  be  ashamed  to  meet  his  constituents  if  he 
should  give  his  assent  to  the  proposition  before 
us.  But  whatever  may  be  the  sentinients  of  the 
people  of  the  South,  I  believe,  those  to  the  East- 
war4  would  be  dissatisfied  if  we  should  rise  with- 
out taking  Any  measures  upon  this  momentous 
subject.  .  They  look  for  something  from  our  hands, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  not  rise  until  we  have  devi- 
sed, and  put  in  operation  some  plan  whereby  we 
may  redress  the  grievances  under  which  our  citi- 
zens groan,  and  of  which  they  have  ^o  loudly 
complained. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Satuboat^  March  8. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution,  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  goods  chargeable  w:ith  ad-valorem* duties,  com- 
monly called  the  Mediterranean  fund,  on  the  con- 
dition that  the  same  be  exclusively  applied  to  the 
nugmentation  and  support  of  the  naval  force,  and 
the  protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors  against 
insults  and  injuries. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  BraAUB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
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fresi  the  Secretary  o^8tate,«ccoaipaiiyiog  state^ 
Meats  of  applications  maiie  to  the  British  Govern- 
meac,  ia  cases  of  impressmeDt'  of  Amepicao  sea- 
men, prepared  io  obedieiH^e  of  a  resolution  of  the 
Hoase,  of  the  sixth  of  January  kst ;  which  were 
rea<t  and  referred  tO'  the  consideration  of  a  Com- ; 
XDiuee  of  the  whole  House  en  the  stale  Of  the 
Union.    The  report  is  as  foUows : 

DtPAarxxHT  •r  Syatx,  Mitrch  5, 180§. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  eotapliance  tvith  the  order 
of  Ihe  House  of  Representatives^  the  16th  of  Jannafy, 
^fireeting  him  to  lay  hefbre  it  "a  return  of  the  numher 
of  Atnoiiean  seatnen  who  have  been  itnpnessed  or  de- , 
lained  by  the  ships  of  war  or  privateers  ef  Great  Britain, 
whose  nanes  have  been  re{»orted  to  the  Department  of 
State,  since  the  stateaiant  wss  msde  to  the  ^ouse,  at 
the  last  session  ef  Oengresa ;  meationiBg  the  names  of 
file  pessons  impressed,  with  the  names  of  the  shqis  or 
vessels  by  which  they  were  impressed,  and  the  time,  of 
the  impressment;  together  with  any  facts  and  oicicum- 
stances  in  relation  to  the  mme,  whioh  may  have  been 
reported  to  htm:  stating  also  the  whole  number  of 
American  seamen  impressed,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  present  war  in  Europe,  and  including  in  a  separ- 
ate column  the  number  of  passengers,  if  any,  who  may 
have  been  taken  out  of  American  vessels  coming  to  the 
tfnited  States  irom  Burope,"  has  the  honor  to  transmit 
Irerewith  the  names  of  nine  hundred  and  thiheen  per- 
sons who  appear  to  have  been  impressed  from  Ameiri- 
-ean  vessels,  and  whose  names  hat«  been  reported  to 
the  Department  of  State  since  the  last  statement  was 
made  to  Congress ;  together  with  a  discrimination  in 
the  particalars  requir^  by  the  order,  except  mm  here- 
after wenlioned. 

The  aggregate  number  of  hnpressmcnts  into  the 
British  service,  the  eommenoement  of  the  present  war 
in  Europe,  is  found  to  be  two  thoosapd  two  humirsd 
and  seveaty-tluree. 

It  is  not  easy  to  distingujshy  with  accuracy,  how 
many  of  these  persons  were  really  not  citizens  of  the 
Uniied  States,  but  the  column  of  remarks,  added  to  the 
list  in  lieu  of  this  discrimination,  will  exhibit  some 
ground  for  judging  of  the  fact 

It  hss  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  make  a  separ- 
ate column  for  impressed  passengers,  as  this  description, 
of  persons  have  been  retried  to  have  been  impressed' 
but  in  the  few  cases  subjoined. 

It  Is  proper  to  observe,  that  a  small  part  only  of  ffae 
petiod  since  the  lai*  etatement  there  was  an  agent  for 
sesttenfMrtkeLeew4rd  M^taSa  al  Jamaica;  the  genHb- 
mntn  who  then  Md  die  cbasge  having  resigned  it,  and 
another^  whp  had  been  appeteted  to  msesised  him«  hav- 
ing declined  accepliiv  It.  The-  afsnt  appomted  Ibr 
Antigua  having  been  absent  from  that  ismd  sinee  his 
aypointmeat  in  May  last,  no  retams  ha/ve  been  esceived 
from  the  Windward  islands.  From  these  drcumstanoss 
it  is  very  probable,  that  many  impressments  have  been 
made  in  the  West  Indian  seas,  which,  though  of  recent 
date,  are  not  induded  in  the  prasent  report. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

A  mcmoTial  of  the  Coir|wratino  of  Qeergetown, 
in  the  District  of  Colanbia,  was  presented  to  the* 
Home  and  read,  praying  that  the  Levy  Court  of 
tbe  county  of  Washington  mav  be  authorized  to 
levy  and  collect  a  tax  on  taxable  property  within 
the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  therein 
wntioned.— Referred  to  the  coniratttae  appointed^ 


on  tl|e  fifth  iaeiaot  on  the  petftion  of  Robert 
Brent  and  others,  CeoiniisBioners  of  -the  Levy 
Conrt,  for  the  county  of  Washington. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BIUTI8H  GOODS. 

The  HoRiae  agam  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Cmm& 
niitteeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  en 
Mr.  QaBOo'a  reselutioti. 

Mr.  Rlliot.—^To  replaee  the  p^caevt  questioB 
ufxm  the  ground  which  it  or^'imlly  ooeupie4y  te 
examine  it  with  a  view  to  its  reel  m^ls,  and  im 
nerita  akme,  however  hopelees  might  be  the  (ask, 
wouid  eeitatnl)r  be  a  vcoy  OBefvt  one.  It  baa  in- 
deed been  eonstdeied  as  iwlacatife  of  aapeeies  ef 
noBadnese  to  attesDpt  to  hiem  a  torrent  which  is 
known  to  be  iheatstible;  but  it  is  said  tint  Iteve 
is  soKietiraes  method  in  madneaS)  and  there  ia  aft* 
ways  honor  in  a  gailakit  death  in  a  f^d  emnlBk 
It  is  in  vain  to  conceal  the  fret  that  this  lesdolieB 
is  devoted  todertruotioa ;  \mi  im  supporters  owe 
something  to  thieir  own  fiedinga,  and  they  owe 
much  more  to  their  country.  It  will  probably  be 
admitted,  Mr.  Ciwirman,  on  both  -vides  of  the 
House-^ibrv  it  wiil  not  he  pretended  that  theipe  nre 
more  than  two  sides  upon  the  preaeot  oeeasion, 
whatever  eonf^stea  of  narties  omiy  aometioies  a^p- 
pear  to  exist  open  this  floor-«-thnt  a  more  interese- 
ing  erisis  of  nor  national  eoneerns  then  tlie  prae- 
ent^  fn  refbrence  to  foreiffn  relations,  baa  not  eiy 
iseed  since  theadof»tionof  the  present  Coaeeitutioo. 
9ome  of  the  best  ineereata  ef  our  coimtry  are  Irt 
amke.  But  it  is  not  believed  by  all  that  our  Gon- 
stitation  and  liberties  are  involved  in  any  pomiUe 
issue  of  this  question.  *  Before  we  even  had  a 
Gonatitution,  while^tfae  elemeam  of  our  pelitieei 
sjrstem  were  almost  withottt  form,  end  votd^  the 
iiiMorties  of  this  people  were  safe  is  their  own 
hamds,  and  trdmpoant  over  the  power  ef  $hat. na- 
tion whose  vengeanee,  it  is  aaid,  we  shaU  provoke 
by  the  adeptien  of  this  resoiutioa.  Our  GoBalft-** 
tutioB  and  liberties  are  safe  .  The  scene  is  not  so 
awful,  hot  it  ii  Impreasive.  I  ri|peat  it,  sir,  we^ 
owe  asaeh  tooar  couatrf .  The  tViends  of  the* 
resolution  tare  prepared  for  the  iate  tiiat  awaks  it; 
hut  they  have  mksa  tfamr  ground  from  refleeti on, 
and  they  Ganm>t,  chey  will  not  abandon  it  egtinif 
•oonvictmn,  untilvoverpowered^mstttdnbitably  thof 
will  be,  in  the  contest. 

Two  'clasaea  ef  ai^jeneats  'aae  mnnllalled  in 


oppositan 
ed  to  olur 


to  I 


ooe  of  fafanch  JeadMrtss 


,  and  the  otherjo ourleeia.  To 
our  bopee-^'^  wibat  ?.  Of  hmiomhle  ted  s^oeesa- 
fill  eesotiaitien^  if  this  mmmue  be  abandonol. 
Qreat  Britain  will  do. us  justice  if  we  aak  it  eoee 
move.  On  what  is  diis  hope  f  evaded  f  Let  as 
net  go  too  far  hanfc.  It  was  saM  in  ancient  times 
to  bedaftgcreus)  aod  doobtlaw  it  is  dangereos  sttfi, 
eo  rake  open  the  ashes  of  a  flame  not  yet  extto* 
guished.  Do  our  hopes  repeae  uponr  e? emis  of 
recent  datet  Upon  the  long-eootlnued  impress* 
esent  into  her  naval  service  of  many  of  our  use- 
ful citizens,  cittzens  entitled  to  the  same  rights 
with  ourserres,  except  that  they  are  not  delegated 
to  represent  the  people  within  these  walls  ?  An 
outrage  which  no  nation  but  Great  Britain  prae- 
ticesi  and  to  which  no  aatien  bat  America  anb* 
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fiiitii.  Upon  eke  coasttnt  InterpoUtioo  of  n^vr 
priiicipl^ft.'  destmetive  of  oor  neotr al  rights,  into 
the  reDerihlite  eode  of  the  laws  of  mture  and  na- 
doot,  or  rather  the  systematic  perversion  aad  proa^ 
tratioB,  to  our  Aerious  injary,  of  some  of  thettoet 
saeMd  priooiples  of  those  laws.  We  ean  soon 
dismKjS  this  btevich  of  the  subject.  CooKy^ttd 
deliberately  systetttftic,  severe  aadtmlMiiding,  has 
thfe  inJnrioOB  eovdnet  oi'  Qre^t  DrttaiM  toward  tis 
lon^  heea.  UnooiHieeled  witk  '  stmng  measures 
all  cur  pavt  we  cati  diacset ti  no  reasonable  groottd 
§&t  hopes  so  flattering.  Prospects  so  delasive 
iiave  ao  ebarms  for  the  tanporiers  of  the  resolu^ 
HiMi.  We  repose  no  e^nftanice  upon  the  justice 
u»d  JiberaUty  of  Gbeat  Britain,  •  further  than  as 
Ibose  iriitues  may  cetryespond  with  her  rateresl. 
To  tbart  vre'lrish  to  fiaaktt  an  appeal.  With  mf- 
^If  h  has  bug  beea  «  settled  optnien,  that  she 
^^Boldgoto  warwkh  usDrheoever  it  flteald  be 
her  ioierett  to  do  so.  We  wi*h  fat  peace,  we 
raise  our  voloes  for  negoiliation,  -but  for  negotiation 
sustained  by  measures  of  on  enetgeiic  and  com*- 
mandiiftg  cliaracter. 

Tbe  totbier  dass  of  arguments  is  addressed  ex- 
elosiT^riy,  permit  me,  sir,  to  say  exclusively,  to  oor 
fears.  CkAtlemem  have  taken  a  ghiomy  view,  in* 
deed,  of  this  part  of  the  subject.  While  iffe  can 
hope  nothing,  we  most  fear  everythiogfrom  the 
adoption  of  the  measure.  W'e  shall  injure  our- 
selves greatly,  and  Great  Britaio  not  hi  ail  ^we 
aball  inflict  a  deep  and  fatal  wouod  upon  the  ag- 
iricahtire  of  our  eoontry ;  we  shall  sacriHee  the 
iatei^ts  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  portion  of 
the  Union,  by  provoking  teialiatioli,  to  the  pre- 
olvsion^of  the  only  market  £or  their  staple  eom- 
tiioditree,  besides  subjeetwg' them  to  the  depriva- 
tion of  fot<et|rn  manoftlctures  without  whicn  they 
oannoc  subsist ;  we  shall  destroy  the  most  pro- 
ductive source  of  the  nattonal  revenue ;  we  can- 
Hot,  aHer  all,  support  the  system ;  we  moa  abaa^- 
4oA  lit  with  disgmce,  or  persist  in  it  to  our 
)destvnction.  *  It  will  even  produce  wmr  with  all 
ita  horrors,  and  the  cteatriMiton  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. It  is  at  one  moment  a  weaic  measure^  at 
anther  a  war  meatof  e,  and  aomottmea  both.  Do 
we  ^e«  error  or  go  around  tbeae  Olij^tions  ?  Do 
we  toot  state  tb^m  in  their  ft|ll  ferco,  nnd  meet 
fbetn  Akirfyf  Fotmidable  as  they  are,  We  shall 
even  iendeavor  to  tepel  %bem.  One  of  thosegroat 
men  of  whom  "modern  tfmai  have  been  ao  justly 
yrewd,  n  writer  who*e  tnfe  combination  of  Ore 
jNiweft^  of  mind,  render  htm  at  onoe  eloquent  and 
sagacious,  has  advnneed  a  princi|>le  wMdi  Ibnne 
nn  'enoeMont  corner  etonelbr  the  sujp«tsiructn#e  of 
niguunent  on  it^Mt  the  friends  of  the  retokition 
My.  Peaee  is  the  natural  effbet  of  trade.  Two 
natiotts  in  habits  of  cooMkeroial  mtercouiee  have 
toeiproeal  interests ;  if  otte  has  on  interest  in  bn^ 
Ing,  dve  other  hals  an  inteviet  in  selHng ;  and  their 
enutual  wants  and  interevts  cemcMt  their  union. 
The  quoUtion  is  not  verbal,  but  substantia);  itiis 
frdtn  liMniory.  Had  the  iinmortal  autiior  of  the 
Spirit  of  Laws  been  gifted  with  propbetic  powers, 
he  could  not  have  described  with  mere  aocaracy 
tlie  relative  situation  of  Oreat  Britain  and  tho 
United  Bintea  at  tito  present  time.    To  ptow  this 


let  08  turn  to  the  interesting  report  of  the  8ecve>> 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  just  laid  upon  our  tables. 
Here  is  the  annual  amount  of  commercebettreen 
us  and  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  caleuHied 
on  an  average  for  the  last  thnse  years : 

inPORTS. 

From  the  dominions  of  Orest  Britain  in  Bnrope,  (KHb* 
niter  excepted)     -        -        -        -$27,400,000  00 

From  the  British  Bast  Indies     -        <-      6,580,000  00 

Frem  the  Northern  British  coienim  in 
America        .       ^       .       %       •         640,0b0  00 

From  the  British  West  Indies  •     4,670,000  00 


8e,0«M)00  00 


To  Gieai  Britain,  in  Europe,  (Gflmhar  eneptad,)  ha- 

chiding  cleaffsnoes  for  Snglsad  and  a  market,  and 

flour  and  wheat,  which  ero  not  penBaaentartidesof 

ezpoTtatioattiGfest  Britain,  and  including  feieign 

mercbaadiae  re-exported        -        -  $16,690,000  00 

To  the  British  East  Indies        -        •  180,000  00 

To  the  Northern  British  colonies      -        1,000,000  OO 

To  (he  British  West  Indies      -        -       6,480,000  00 


Total  imports 
Total  exports  • 


^3,800,000.00 

-  td6,040,000  Ob 

-  a8,3UO,000  00 


Bslanee  against  us 


12,740,000  m 


Our  annual  imports  frain  all  the  world 
amount  to    -       -       -        »       -     76,8ld,000  M 

Of  which  vte  import  from  Oreat  Brit- 
ain      •        -        -        ^        -        -     96,040,000  00 


BaLaUoe  kdm  ether  oeuntriei    -       «    89,970,000  00 


Almost  half  our  imports,  therefore,  ate  ftotti 
the  British  dominions,  and  the  balance  of  trade 
is  rarelre  millions  of -doliars  against  us.  However 
inaecnrate  or  ioconclosite  may  be  the  ideas  some- 
times annered  to  what  is  ealled  the  balance  of 
trade,  it  is  evident  to  eoialmon  sense  that  the  na- 
tion which  sells  to  nnother  tvtty  yeer  manofee- 
tures'of  the  valne  of  twelre  millions  beyond  tbe 
whole  valne  of  the  productions  of  the  otber  nation 
which  she  buys,  must  be  earryingon,  in  ibat  par- 
ticular, a  Tory  n^oitable  oommeree.  it  was  said 
by  sages  of  Old  rime,  that,  wboerer  Deity  ^eiet- 
mined  to  deittot,  he  €rst  made  nmd.  Is  Gkeit 
Britain  detoteid  by  Proridenee  to  ^stmcrion? 
Can  she  be  so  mad,  «o  ontmgeonly  and  incurably 
mad.  as  to  dieprire' herself  Ibrerer  of  this  tety 
gaiiiful  commerce,  in  revbnge  for  our  eiercitrfng 
an  unquestionable  rigbt^  in  consequence  of  tbe 
wroosa  Hire  sufiTer  1  Om  her  wise  QoremmeOt, 
for  Wise  it  ceitai>aly  Is,  adont  so  strange  a  coorse 
of  conduct?  But.  after  all,  mony  are  skeptical 
as  to  the  injury  to  be  done  to  Qreat  BHfain.  I  atn 
not  one  of  vhose  who  anticipare  the  ruin  of  b^r 
man^ibctoring  estahlisbments  froin  tbismeaisore, 
and  perhaps  they  will  not  even  be  paralysed,  but 
ber  manunictures  will  certainly  diminish  in  prrOb, 
and  she  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  searching 
out  new  cbanneb  of  trade  by  whicb  to  poor 
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them  off  from  her  shores ;  this  may  be  the  extent 
of  the  injury,  but  it  will  be  sufficiently  serious 
to  induce  her  to  do  us  iostice.  It  is  contend- 
ed that  the  injury  to  ourselves  will  be  incalculable. 
I  think  it  may  easily  be  estimated.  It  will  be 
nothing  more,  calculating  upon  the  continuance 
of  peace,  than  a  small  augmentation  of  the  price 
of  the  articles  which  we  shall  obtain  as  substi- 
tutes for  British  goods,  a  temporary  fall  of  the 
prices  of  some  of  our  own  productions,^aiid  a  small 
decrease  of  the  reyenoe.  But  it  is  thought  by 
some  that  we  must  starve  or  freeze  in  six  -months 
without  British  commerce.  Are  the  days  of  the 
Revolution  so  soon  forgotten?  Of  our  annual 
imports  from  Qreat  Britain,  of  the  value  of  about 
twenty-seven  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  upward 
of  twenty-six  millions  in  value,  is  composed  of 
goods  payin^r  duties  ad  valorem,  and  embracing, 
with  inconsiderable  exceptions,  all  the  woollen, 
cotton,  linen,  silk,  metal,  earthen,  glass,  and  paper 
manufactures,  and  only  $1,340,000  of  articles  pay- 
ing specific  duties,  and  consisting  mncipally  of  salt, 
steel,  lead,  nails,  and  porter.  These,  it  is  ^id, 
cannot  be  obtained  elsewhere,  particularly  coarse 
woollens ;  and  we  shall  be  told  that  our  habits 
have  placed  them  upon  the  list  of  necessaries. 
But  pur  habits  can  change.  Our  importations  are 
chiefly  composed  of  the  luxuries  and  conveniences 
of  apparel.  If  the  public  good  require  it,  we  may 
dispense  with  luxuries,  or  rather  our  conveniences 
may  become  luxuries,  our  necessaries  conveni- 
ences. The  truth,  however,  is,  that  we  can  obtain 
similar  articles,  or  tolerable  substitutes,  on  the 
continent  of  Europe.  From  Spain  we  can  get 
silk  handkerchiefs  and  velvets,  as  well  as  wines 
and  fruits.  From  Portugal,  not  only  fruits  and 
Oils,  the  product  of  that  country  and  of  Italy,  but 
Lbbon  salt  in  any  quantity,  wine,  brandy,  and 
some  East  India  goods.  From  France,  wrought 
silks,  superfine  broadcloths,  calicoes,  and  chintzes, 

Srinted  goods,  linens,  cambrics,  lawns,  lace,  cotton 
ibrics,  salt,  writing  paper,  brandy,  wines,  and  all 
the  productions  of  Italy  and  the  Levant*  From 
(Germany,  Holland,  and  the  north  of  Europe,  sev- 
eral kinds  of  linen,  cotton,  and  woollen  manufac- 
tures, broadcloths,  kerseymeres,  coarse  woollens, 
Russia  sheeting,  Silesian  linens,  cambrics,  ai^d 
lawns,  damasks  and  diapers,  glass,  copper,  and 
some  iron  manufactures,  sheet  copper,  German 
steel,  cordage,  looking-glasses,  oalicoes,  bra9S  ket- 
tles, and  many  other  articles.  It  is  admitted  that 
there  are  some  woollen  miinufactures  in  Germa- 
ny, and  some  cotton  ones  in  France.  Almost  all 
the  countries  of  the  eoatinent  of  Europ^  if  not 
now  nianufacturers  for  exportation,  may  oecome 
such y  if  circumstances  make  it  for  their  interest ; 
and  such  will  be  the  effect  of  our  refusing  to  im- 
port British  productions.  It  will  give  a  stimulus 
to  the  manufactures  of  other  countries  which 
will  produce  great  effects ;  in  the  natural  course 
of  things,  it  will  induce  those  countries  to  form 
new  manufacturing  establishments,  and  to  extend 
and  improve  their  old  ones.  Besides,  it  will  in- 
duce them  to  sell  to  us  a  great  jpart  of  what  they 
now  consider  as  necessaries  ot  life,  on  account 
of  the  advance  of  pric^  and  to  replace  them  by 


importations  from  Qreat  Britain  at  reduced 
prices.  This  increase  of  the  price  of  articles  for 
our  own  consumption  will  be  a  disadvantage^  but 
we  must  bear  a  temporary  and  partial  evil  with  a 
view  to  ultimate  ana  general  good. 

The  effect  of  this  measure  upon  the  revenue  ia 
a  subject  of  great  alarm ;  it  is  to  render  us  bank- 
rupt in  fortune  as  well  as  reputation.  The  an- 
nual revenue  of  the  United  States,  on  an  average 
of  the  three  last  years,  has  been  $11,550,000,  of 
which  $5,432^000.  are  derived  from  our  imports 
from  the  British  dominions,  and  $6,118,000  from 
our  imports  from  the  rest  of  the  world.  .  This  is 
ceriainly  a  very  serious  view  of  the  subject ;  but 
we  believe  that  this  measure  will  not  produce 
war,  and  of  course  that  it  will  not  paralyze  our 
commerce.  Our  merchants  will  btill  be  enter- 
prising, and  will  have  new  iodocements  to  enter- 
prise ;  our  flag  will  still  wave  on  every  sea  and 
in  every  clime ;  from  new  sources  and  channels 
of  commerce  we  shall  derive  articles  similar  to 
those  now  imported  from  Britain,  or  tolerable 
substitutes;  and  the  increasedprice  of  those  arti- 
cles will  add:  something  to  the  revenue,  while  it 
will  be  in  some  degree  diminished  by  the  general 
effect.  Gentlemen  of  great  commercial  informa- 
tion, .hs^e  calculated  that  the  revenue  will  not  be 
diminished  to  the  amount  of  one  million ;  but  let 
u^  suppose  that  it  will  be  lessened  two  millions, 
or  even  82,550,000.  With  only  nine  millions  in- 
stead of  eleven  and  a  half,  it  is  certain  we  cannot 
expend  thiee  or  four  millions  for  the  support  ot 
Government,  and  sustain  besides  the  annual  ap- 
propriation of  eight  millions  for  the  payment  of 
the  national  debt.  But  let  as  suppose  the  worst, 
and  what  follows  ?  We  may  submit  to  the  usur- 
pations of  Great  Briuin  on  the  ocean,  we  may 
throw  at  her  feet  everything  but  nominal  indepen<t- 
ence  and  honor,  we  may  disgrace  and  degrade 
ourselves  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  we  shall 
extinguish  our  national  debt  in  1816, 1817,  or  1818. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  may  assume  a  manly 
and  diffaified  national  spirit,  we  may -recall  the 
principles  and  the  habits  of  the  Revolution,  we 
may  arm  our  Government  with  suffieieni  energy 
to  vindicate  and  maintain  our  national  rights,  we 
may  command  respect  from  other  nations,  and  we 
shall  extinguish  our  national  debt  in  18^  1825, 
or  1826.  This  may  be  the  altematiy.e  ia  the  last 
resort,  but.  for  the  present  we  can  increase  the 
ratio,  and  of  course  the  quantum  of  the  duties 
which  constitute  the  retenqe.  In  hard  timet  we 
must  expect  to  bear  hard  burdens. 

The  adoption  of  this  measure,  we  are  told)  will 
throw  an  unequal  and  unreasonable  weight  upon 
our  Southern  brethren ;  it  is  leared  that  it  wiU  not 
only  lessen  the  price,  but  utterly  preclude  the  mar- 
ket, of  their  stUple  export  commodities.  Here  we 
ought  to  pause  4tnd  reflect;  and  if  such  an  evil 
will  flow  from  this  source^  we  ought  to  abandon 
the  project. 

Upon  reflection,  we  do  not  believe  that  such  will 
be  the  consequence.  The  two  great  articles  of 
Southern  exportation  are  cotton  and  tobacco.  The 
value  of  our  annual  exports,  for  the  three  last 
years,  to  the  doouniona  ol  Great  Britain  in  Biuope 
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only,  b«8  been  $15,690,000,  of  which  the  value  of 
cotton  has  been  $5,640,000,  and  of  tobaeoo  $3,220,- 
000;  both  together  $8,860,000.    Deducting  from 
the  gross  amoant  of  $15,600,000,  tfaeTsum  of  $2,260,- 
000,  for  foreiffn  goods  re-eiported,  we  hav«  $13,- 
430,000  for  all  the  articles  of  domestic  produce, 
and  of  course  the  Southern  States  .furnish  nearly 
two-thirds  in  value  of  our  domestic  exports  to  the, 
European  dominions  only  c^  Qreat  Britain:    But' 
our  ezpoKs  to  the  British  colonies,  in  all  parts  of 
the  world,  consist  of  the  pro4oction&of  the  North>- 
emand  Middle  States ;  of  provision  and  livestock, 
lumber,  naval  stores,  potash,  furs,  and  foreign 
mercTiaadise,  acquired   by  the'  cAi^rying  trader 
And  cotton  and  tobacco  are  how  exported  to  other 
parts  as  well  as  Great  Britain:  the^ total  annual 
value  of  the  export^o'f  cotton  being,.  $6,940,000. 
and  of  tobacco  $6,143,000,  these  tWo  ar|icles{atid 
there  are  no  other  of  consequence  exported  from' 
the  Southern  States  except  rice,  which  is  compar- 
atively ot  iiMsonsiderable  value)  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  $13,083j000,  which,  deducted  from  $39,- 
928,000,  the  whole  amount  of  exports  of  domestic 
produce,  leaves  $26,845,000,  ibr  the  exportls  almost 
exclusively  of  the  Northern  and  Miodle  States. 
It  is  not  believed  that  this. measure  will  shut  up 
the  British  market  for*  a  raw  matenal  so  neces- 
sary to  their  manufactures  as  our  eoTton.    A  non- 
importa.tion  is  not  in  itself  a  non-exportation.  Oqr 
expects  may  stiR  go  to  Great  Britam,  as  it  will  be 
her  interest  to  risceive  them.    But  suppose  she 
adopts  measures  of  retaliation  against  her  interest, 
and  excludes;  them.    Whei^  we  know  that  even 
ia  the  present  war  she  opens  free  ports  in  her  col- 
on ies  for  a  partial  commerce  with  her  enemies, 
and  when  wo  are  told  that  the  French  armies  are 
BOW  clad  in  British  manufactures,  can  we  doubt 
that  the  British  Government,  with  that  depth  of 
eommercial  as  well  as  national  policy  for  which 
it  is  distinguished,  will,  whatever  may  be  its  os- 
tensible acts,.open  some  indirect  ohannel  of  trade 
hy  whi  ch  to  supply  itself  with  an  article  so  essen- 
tial to  t;he  system  of  its  manulfactures  ?    besides, 
as  I  haTe  already  observed,  in  reference  to  import- 
atioti,  even  the  profusion  of  the  British  murket 
woula  open, a  new  one  for  this  article  in  France, 
and  other  countries,  by  holdii^  out  an  eoeoarage- 
ment  for  them- to  extend  and  improve  those  man" 
nfactares  of  which  it  forms  the  raw  material;  The 
only  effect  upon  the  articles  of  cotton  and  lobacoo 
would  be  a  small  decrease  of  their  price,  and  per- 
haj»  that  only  temporary,  and  would  not  a  similar 
effect  be  produced  tipon  the  productions  of  other 
parts  of  ih^  Union  ?    Would  not  the  price  of  the 
exports  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  of  oor 
beef,  porky  batter,  cheese,  dried  and  pickled  fisb, 
flour,  wheat,  corn,  lumber,  and  all  other  articles, 
be  affected  ?    Un<)oe8ti6nably.  >  W.e  hoped  this 
would  have  been  viewed  as  a  great  national  ques- 
tion upon  a  great  national  scai6,  and  not  made  a 
local  one.    Sot  does  not  the  carrying  trade,  which 
-we  wish  to  protect,  present  a  local  question  also? 
Is  it  not  also  exclusively  carried  on  by  citizens  of 
the  Northern  and  Middle  States'? 

It  is  said  that  this  trade  prodaces  a  revenue  of 
only  9850,000.    But  what  is  the  amooat  <tf  the 
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trade,  and  why  does  it  not  produce  more  revenue? 
Th^  annual  value  of  articles  of  forei|;n  produce 
re-exported  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  is  estimated 
at  $38.533,00a  It  produces  but  a  small  sum,  be- 
cause it  has  been  deemed  good  policy  not  to  tax 
it,  but  to  cheridh,.  to  patronise  it,  as  a  soui>:e  of 
industry  and  profit. 

But^some  gentleihen  are  hot  inclined  to  protect 
this' trade,  and  some  even  hazard  an  opinion  that 
it  is  injurious  to  the  countvy.  We  thought  the 
principle  advanced  by  able  writers  on  political 
economy  was  equally  settled  with  men  or  science 
and  men  of  common  sense,  that  the  amount  of  the 
real  wealth'  pf  a  nation  is  composed  of  the  com- 
bined amount  of  the  produce  of  its  land  and  labor — 
,of  its  industry  upon  the  ocean^^as  well  as  upon  the 
ierrafirma — aixd  that  fi  vemillions  of  dollars  earned 
in  the  carrying  tra.de,  the  product  of  labor  on  the 
seas,  by  citizens  of  the  Uoited  States,  and  incor- 
porated into  the  great  stoekxjf  oOr  riational  wealth, 
were  just  equal  to  five  millions  of  dollars  acquired 
by  the  labor  of  the  husbandman.  The  impress* 
ment  of  our  seamen,  too,  may  be  viewed  as  a  local 
question.  Those  uofortu Date  men  beloiig  to  the 
Northern  and  ISdiddle  States.  Ckntlemen  seem  to 
consider  them  as  persons  oAio  character  or  conse- 
quence— mere  adventurer^n  the  ocean,  wander- 
io||r  beyond  the  limits  and  the  powers  of  the  na- 
tional jurisdiction  and  protection.  Not  so.  They 
are  men  and  citizens;  they  have  friends,  coonex- 
ioas,  and  a  home,  and  are  employed  in  an  honest 
occupation ;  and  surely  the  impressment  of  thou- 
sands of  them,  in  a  state  wor»e  than  that  of  Afri- 
can'slavery,  on  board  those  floating  castles  which 
spread  terror  through  the  world,  is  a  local  ques- 
tion of  as  much  importance  as  the  price  of  cotton 
and  tobacco.  On  this  subject  alone  the  friends  of 
the  resolution  are  prepared  to  say  that  strong  mea- 
sures ought  to  be  adopted,  aad  ought  never  to  be 
abaadoned,  until  our  sag  shall  be  suffered  to  proh 
tect  those  over  whom  it  waves.  If  the  Americaii 
ea^le  is  disposed  to  sink  beneath  the  feet  of  the 
British  tion,  he  can  expect  nothing  but  contempt 
and  outra^^e ;  but  it  is  m  his  power  to  fake  a  more 
devated  sit  nation — to  soar  out  of  reaeh — and  be  at 
Once  secure  and  triumphant. 

Not  only ,are  the  peculiar  interests  of  our  South- 
ern brethren  to  be  sacrificed  by  this  measure,  but 
it  is  to  ^ead  to  war  with  Great  Britain  1  On  what 
is  this  idea  founded  1  -  On  the  cool,  calculating 
character  of  her  celebrated  Minister.  It  will  be 
in  itself  no  cause  of  war ;  ft  is  a  cotmnereial  reg* 
ulation  merely ;  and  we  have  the  same  right  to 
adopt  it  that  Great  Britain  has  to  pass  those  laws 
by  which  she  imposes  greater  duties  on  the  ex- 
portation of  goods,  wares,*  and  merchandise,  to  the 
United  States,  than*  are  imposed  on  similar  arti- 
cles, exported  to  the  nations  of  Europe.  It  is  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  than  a  commercialregolation — 
a  part  of  the  system  of  managing  our  own  concern! 
in  our  own  manner— *>and  it  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  it  will  produce  war.  Can  Great  Brit- 
ain wish,  at  the  present  moment^  to  add  to  the 
number  of  her  enemies  ?  She  is,  indeed,  the  soul 
of  a  powerful  coalition,  but  she  has  a  powerful 
enemy  to  contend  with*    She  is  fighting,  not  tha 
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battles  of  the  bnman  race, ;  not  for  the  rights  and 
privileses  of  the  peojde  of  Eorope ;  least  of  all  for 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people  of  America; 
but  for  her  own  national  existence.  Her  Wooden 
walls,  like  those  of  ancient  Athens,  which  by  the 
direction  of  an  oracle  are  said  to  have  preserved 
that  celebrated  city  from  destruction,  constitute 
the  only  barrier  between  herself  and  ruin-.  Are 
we  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  1  Not  at  all,  ex- 
eept  in  war:  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends. 
We  love  the  British  people ;  we  should  be  mon- 
tters  if  we  did  not,  for  British  blood  flows  in  our 
veins.  We  venerate  those  monuments  of  British 
learning  and  of  British  ItberU  which  haveao  long 
adorned  the  dark  scene  of  Europe.  We  respect 
the  power  and  the  ability  of  the  British  Qovem- 
ment,  and  we  will  respect  its  magnanimity  and 
justice  when  it  shall  respect  our  .rights.  And  are 
we  the  eulogists  and  flatterers  of  France  ?  The 
last  task  we  should  wish  to.  undertake  would  be 
that  of  adding  new  gems  to  the  Imperial  Crown 
of  the  Emperor  of  France  and  King,  of  Italy.  I 
apeak  for  myself  atone,  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  friends  olf  the  resolution  have  any  pectfliar 
partiality  for  Emperors  and  Kitfgs.  We  would 
wish  to  navigate  our  political  bark  to  any  other 
port  than  that  bestrode  by  the  ColossQs  pf  univer- 
sal empire.  We  have  differences  with  other  na- 
tions besides  Britain,  but  do  we  prostrate  ourselves 
at  their  feet?  W«  wish  to  treat  nation's  as  they 
treat  us  \  /or  it  b  imnossible  for  nations  to  pursue, 
with  success,  any  otner  course  of  conduct.  We 
would  u^e  them  well  or  ill,  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  friendship  or  injury  we  receive.  With 
other  nations,  weaker  measures  may  succeed,  but 
the  injuries  we  sustain  fropi  Gkeat  Britain  demand 
strong  measures^  and  we  believe  the  one  which  is 
aow  proposed  will  produce  the  desired  effect.  Not 
that  we  are  hostile  to  negotiatioli,  but. we  wish  to 
gJTe  to  the  instrument  of  negotiation  a  new  tone. 
We  fear  that  if  this  measure  be  not  adopted,  no 
energetic  one  will  be;  and  that  the  report,  Mr. 
Chairman,  which  it  becomes  your  duty  to  make,  on 
letiring  from  that  chair  every  evening, and  yield- 
ing it  to  the  honorable  Speaker,  that  ^  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  have  had  the  state  of  the 
Union  under  consideration,  and  come  to  no  reso- 
lution thereon,'^  will  oontinue  to  be  the  tame  con- 
elusion  of  every  day's  diseuBsion^uring  the  pres- 
ent session.  Having  done  our  duty  in  supporting 
this  resolution,  we  shall  be  Us  willing  to  meet  our 
constituents  as  those  gentlemen  who  give  a  differ- 
ent vote.  We  wish  for  peace  f  we  are  anxious  to 
avoid  war;  but  we  cannot  submit  to  national 
disgrace. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAM8.--Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel 
the  necessity  of  apologizing  to  the  Committee  for 
that  portion  of  their  time  which  I  shall  occupy ; 
not  presuming  to  offer  reasons  to  others  why 
this  resolution  should  not  be  adopted,  I  beg  their 
indulgence,  while  I  do  that  which  presents  itself 
at  the  time  as  a  duty,  to  declare  what  are  my  rea- 
sons for  voting  against  it;  the  deep  stake  my  con- 
stituents hold  in  the  measure  is  my  apology. 

Such  is  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion, sprending  itself  over  a  prodigious  extent, 


running  to  the  heart  of  some  of  our  most  valuable 
institutions,  subverting  onmeasoFably  the  plighted 
faith  of  the  Qovernment,  and  overturning  (he 
foundations  jof  a  considerable  portion  of  our  rev- 
enue, that  I  feel  myself  inadequate  to  trate  its 
influence  over  even  a  ramification  of  that  vast  in- 
terest it  lays  hold  of,  much  less  do  I  pretend  to  a 
view  of  the  whole  ground ;  but,  imperfect  as  thst 
comprehension  i^  it  takes,  in  much  more  than 
sufficient  to  fill  me  With  fear  and  trembling  for 
its  consequences. 

We  have  heard,  during  the  last  three  days  of 
the  present  discussion,  a  great  deal' said  about  the 
spirit  of  the  nation,  and  that  it  demands  ener- 
getic measures.  Sir,  I  ask  the  gentlemen  who 
uige  this  as  an  argument,  if  there  had  been  as 
much  pattts  taken  to  apprize  the  nation  of  its  true 
position  with- Great.  Britain  as  there  has  been  to 
alarm  it,  whether  its  anxiety  would  not  have  been, 
at  least  by  this  time,  quietedl  If  gentlemen, 
standing  in  eueh  a  responsible  situation  to  their 
conetituentSj  as  they  do-  upon  this  floor,  had,  in- 
>stead  of  orgmgwar  measorei,  spoke  out  the  plain 
language' of  truth,  that. at  the  dale  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's last  despatches,  Lord  Mulgrave  bad  acceded 
to  his  request  to  enter  upon  an  examination  of 
the  dispute  between  the  two  Qovernments,  whe- 
ther they  would  now  venture  to  represent  the 
spirit  of  the  nation  as  excited  in  every  part  of  the 
continenti  I  presume  not.  But  whence  do  they 
learn  that  this  spirit  is  so  excited  ?  It  is  true  we 
have  received  spirited  resolutions  from  two  towns 
in  Virginia,  and  a  few^  trell-writtea  memorials 
from  a  few  merchants  at  a  few  of  the  seaport 
towns,  refuting  the  British  doctrine;  but  what 
else  do  they  say?  At  Baltimore  they  believe 
*^ redress  for  the  past  may  be  found  in  amicable 
explanations."  From  Philadelpfa  ia  you  are  called 
unon/or  a  naval  force  fyr  the- West  India  station. 
Why?  To  4efend  their, trade  to  St.  Domingo,  I 
supi)08e,for  that  appears  to  be  the  pith  of  the  me- 
mociaL  The  merchants  of  New  York  pledge 
themselves  to  support^*  all  measures  adapted!^  re- 
serving to  themselvte  the  right  tojudge— aocsueh 
measures  as  may  be  adopted  by  Congress.  From 
Boston  *^  a  special  mission"  is  recommended.  The 
inhabiunts  of  the  town  of  Salem  tell  yon  ^  they 
^ish  to  take  no  part  in  the  contests  which  now 
convulse  the  world."  Where  else  than  from  these 
docamelits  Ao  ^ntlemen  find  the  spirit  of  the 
nation?  Certamly  not  from  the  Cabinet,  nor 
from  the  Executive,  for  if  it  were  good  authority 
to  talk  about  what  we  hear  out  of  this  House^ 
they  have  no  sueh  wishes.  Is  it  fair  then  to  force 
the  passage  of  this  resdntion  by  attributing  that 
to  the  nation  which  perhaps  it  does  not  feel; 
which  it  certainly  would  not,  if  it  were  fully  ap- 
prized of  its  situation  abroad,  and  which  the  me- 
morials on  your  table  do  not  speak?  Does  the 
resolution  provide  for  "amicable  explanations," 
for  a  '^special  mission,"  for  a  squadron  on  the 
West  India  station?    No  sueh  thing,  sir. 

In  arguing  this  subject  it  is  material  to  ascer- 
tain what  is  the  true  cause  of  our  present  dispute 
with  Ghreat  Britain,  and  to  what  extent  it  goes, 
i  say  canse  o£  dispute,  because  it  strikes  me  that, 
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liad  not  the  present  difficulty  arisen,  her  insults 
offered  in  the  impressment  of  oar  seamen,  Were 
in  train  for  amiisaole  adjustment,  and  will  be  ar- 
lanffed  whdn  the  present  uneasiness  shall  be  qui- 
ated.  *  It  cannot  be  unknown  to  gentlemen  tnat 
an  investigation  of  that  subject  was  neatly  com- 
nleted,  and  in  f^t  would  have  been,  bat  for  the 
Jiasty  departure  of  our  then  Minister  from  tlie 
Court  of  St.  James. 

it  is  taken  for  j^ranted^lhat  the  present  aggnii^^ 
tions  originated  m  her  attempts  to  cramp,  aay  de- 
atroy,  ifeentlemen  like  it  better,  our  carrying 
trade.    This  is  the  grand  pivot  on  which  the 
whole  machinery  of  national  honor,  and  digaity, 
and  wrongs,  and  iosuUs,  are  made  to  torn.    Yes. 
air,  tibia  carrying  trade  which  Spain  and  Portugal 
once  aharedj'but  could  not  retain ;  which  HoUptad 
attempted  to  monopolize;  whioh  Van  Trompand 
De  Ruyter  fought  for,  but  which  she  was  obliged 
to  relio^uish;  this  ciirrying  trade  is  the  bone  of 
oontantion  for  wkick  the  sweat,  the  blood*,  the 
Uvea  and  fortunes,  of  the  American  people  are  to 
be  lavished  in  maintaining.    And  what  is  this 
carrying  trade?    Is  it  anything  different  from  a 
partial  rijght,  which  bat  a  verv  small  p^rt  of  the 
community  can  enjoy,  which  but  a  small  portion 
of  that  part  do  improve?    Is  it  not  a  right  which 
is  still  problematicdl«-whether  the  exercise  is  of 
real  national  utility?    There  are  many  who  be* 
lieve  it  has  been  of  no  solid  advantage  to  Great 
Britain  herself,  notwithstanding  she  has  possessed 
a  much  greater  share  of  it  than  any  other  nation. 
Certainly  it  has  been  the  cause  of  several  long 
and  ruinous  wars  to  her,  and  if  we  look  back  a 
little  upon  our  own  experience  we  shall  see  it  has 
bean  the  germ  from  which  has  sprung  all  our  dif- 
ficulties with  that  Qovernment.  since  the  com* 
naencennent  c^  a  political  hurrioanerT-the  French 
Revolution*    Since  that  period  our  commerce 
liaa  become  a  rival  of  increasing  strength  with 
that  of  Glreat  Britain,  and  finding  it  to  grow  in 
thiB  iMFanoh  above  competition  to  the  cKclution  of 
iMffs,  ih»  has  commenced  a  system  to  counteract 
it,  and  has  commenced  itj  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
faying  mildly,  to  what  it  will  progress,  if  we  drive 
hec  to  it.    Crentlemen  are  surely  not  unmindful  of 
the  aDtameable  pride  of  that  Ministry ;  they  caanol 
forgot  that  it  IB  formed  of  inen  wl^o  never  do  acta 
^  aggression  by  halves,  and  "v^rho  ie^  no  other 
lestrainta  than  (hose  of  power.     Nationid  rights, 
inJHriea.  and  iosuUs,  are  not  graduated  on  the 
aeale  or  their  policy.  .The  owy  inquiries » with 
thiem  are,  Oan  we  ^ia  by  the  war?  Is  this  the 
time  to  strike  the  first  blow  with  the  most  effect  ? 
I  need  not  give  an  instance  of  this  factk    If  Qreat 
Britain  ever  had  waited  for  a  just  cause  of  war, 
that  is;  when  she  wished  for  it)  we  might  console 
onraelves  with  our  safety' in  agreeing  to  this  reso^ 
Itttion ;  but  it  is  well  kno.wn  that  she  never  did, 
and  in  my  opiffion^with  her  present  Minister,  she 
ncfver  wilL    Do  gentlemen  then. wish  for  war? 
How  is  it  possible  they  can  believe  that  this  meas- 
«re  will  not  produce  it  1    Sir,  I  would  mther  vote 
for  war  than  for  the  resolution,  and  indisputably' 
it  would  be  the  better  of  the  two  evrk,  because 
voder  tbe  operation  of  the  fesolutioa  Great  Hrit- 


ain  can  amuse  you  with  negotiation  till  she  had 
completed  her  precautionary  measures,  and  would 
ihen  break  it  off,  or  what  is  worse,  Commence  the 
war  first,  and  make  that  the  denouncement  to 
your  peace  Commissioners^  whereas  the  reverse 
would  be  the  effect  under  «  prompt  declaration  of 
vrar.  Here  we  should  strike  the  first  blow.  She 
holds  upwards  (^^20,000,000  of  your  public  debt. 
Her  merchants  and  capitalists,  notwithstanding 
the  declaration  to  the  contrary  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  J.  Clat,)  I 
believe,  have  additional  enormous  sums  in  tDis 
coimtry ;  if  you  suffer  these  to  slip  through  your 
fingers,  you  may  as  Well  whistle  as  attempt  to 
miuie  an^mpiression  upon  her  afterwards.  I  know, 
sir^  the  Treaty  of  1794  bars  this,  measure;  but 
this  Committee  ai^  not  now  to  learn  that  Qreat 
Britain  herself  has  given  frequent  proofs  that  i\m 
parchments  of  peaqe  have  no  influence  over  the 
deeds  of  war ;  tne  order  of  the  day  woitld  be  to  do 
each  other  the  most  harm,  and  wecertainly  should 
not  be  so  squeamish  as  to  be  restricted  by  the  pro- 
visions of  a  treaty,  which  never  ought  to  have 
been  made^from  inflicting  th^  worst  punishment 
upon  our  enemy.  But,  sir,  neither  of  these  meaa* 
ores  need  be  resorted  to.  If  gentlemen  will  only 
delay  the  decision,  and  they  appear  very  much 
disposed  to  do  so,  j.uat  time  enough  for  feir  discua- 
sion,  they  will  see  that  this  resolution  goes  to  the 
destruction  of  the  mat  mass  of  the  community, 
.  to  the  entire  sacrilce  of  the  whole  of  the  agrir 
culturalinteresL  to  the  probable  advantage  of  a 
small  portion  ol  the  commercial  world.  There 
cannot  be  a  clearer  position  than  this;  the  whole 
'  of  the  agricultural  will  be  sacrificed  to  a  part  of 
the  mercantile  interest  A  Uade  which  must  be 
support^  by  such  means  is  not  worth  preserving; 
it  is.  in  no  way  reciprocal,  and  never  can  be  car- 
ried on  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  natioOi 
while  its  circumstances  are  so  desnerate  as  to  in- 
volve the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  country. 

Is  it  &ir  to  draw  a  comparison  between  this 
favorite  branch  of  commerce,  to  suppoK  which 
the  whole  enernies  of  the  nation  are  to  be  held  ia 
r  requisition,  and  the  other  branches  ?  What  does 
it  yield  to  the  revenue  ?  The  Secretarv  of  the 
Treasury,  eagle-eyed  as  he  is,  has  searched  the 
whole  record  through,  to  the  last  page,  and  haa 
not  been  able  to  discover  more  than  $850,000  per 
annnm.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  thus  to  relin- 
quish the  sonrce»— to  cut  up  by  the  roots  the 
supplies  to  Government  of  at"  least  96,21d,000  to 
preserve  $850,000?  To  say  nothing  about  the 
immense  disadvantage,  the  causes  of  such  con- 
duct snould  be  most  cogent  and  necessitous.  Are 
there  any  such  oanses?  To  men  whose  minds 
are  inflated  with  those  high  notions  of  honor  and 
dignity  which  have  been  the  burden  of  every  war- 
speech  to  the  British  Parliament,  and  to  maintain 
which,  poor  John  Bull  has  waded  up  to  his  eyes 
in  national  debt  and  national  misery,  there  may 
be  sach  causes;  but  to  men  of  plain  understand- 
ing, who  measure  the  quantum  of  national  honor 
and  dignity  abroadby  the  degree  of  national  happi- 
n^ssand  virtue  at  home,  and  who  understand  noth-^ 
ing  more  or  less  by  these  terms  than  blood  and 
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taxes  on  the  people,  there  have  been-no  sacb  causes 
•offered.  Sir,  I  will  never  vote  to  plunge  this  nation 
into  a  war — I  believe  this  resolution  to  be  nothing 
short  of  it'*-to  preserve  the  foreign,  partial  privi- 
leges and  advantages  of  any  set  of  men,  or  the 
separate  interest  of  any  description  of  the  com- 
inonity  whatever.  By  war  we  can  gain  nothing ; 
we  have  everything  to  lose.  Many  years  should 
tM  over  us  before  we  admit  m43re  than  one  cause 
of  war,  when  negotiation  has  been  exhatisted. 
There  is  ^  line  round  this  country,  which,  when 
trespassed  on,  should  burst  the  faculties  ot  every 
man's  soul  into  hatred — should  kindle  all  the  fiery 
particles  of  his  system  into  a  flanae  of  vengeance 
and  redress.  It  is  upon  such  an  occasion^  when 
the  whole  mass — ^when  the  people  are  invaded,  we 
should  think  of  war;  not  when  a  few  tnerchants 
find  themselves  hampered  by  foreign  commercial 
regulations.  There  are  other  remedies  for  this 
disease.  War  is  worse  than  the  disease  itself.  I 
'spurn  the  thought  of  relinquishing  any  one  riffht 
of  our  fellow-citizens.  I  only  wish  to  show  that 
this  is  not  the  measure  best  calculated  for  the 
present  injuries;  and  am  I  therefore  an  en?my  of 
the  merchants  1  A  hatred  of  war  liieasures  aoes 
Dot  involve  the  idea,  but  I  freely  declare  I  am  not. 
There  are  many  among  them  whom  I  respect ; 
-some  I  love ;  anfl  when  such  permanent  commer- 
eial  regulations  shall  be  proposed,  as  shall  secure 
to  the  merchant  his  rights  and  privileges,  without 
endangering  the  peace  of  the  nation,  I  will  .then 
prove  as  friendly  to  his  interest,,  as  I  possibly  can 
be  on  any  other  occaston,  to  any  separate  interest 
whatever. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  resolution,  because, 
when  you  have  deprived  the  Qovernment  of  the 
revenue  which  is  derived  from  the  importations 
^contemplated  to  prohibit,  I  know  not  how  the  de- 
ficiency is  to  be  made  .good.  Gentlemen  who 
•  have  digested  this  subject,  perhaps  may.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  from  what  source  they  will  secure 
to  the  nation  the  permanent  appropriation  of 
$8,000,000  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
How  will  they  effect  the  disbursements  of  the 
civil  and  the  pension  lists  ?  How  pay  the  army  ? 
How  support  the  navy  ?  (A  very  important  item, 
sir.)  That  navy  upon  which  has  been,  and  still  is 
squandered  suoa  enormous  suras  of  money,  that 
even  the'  Secretary  himself  cannot  tell  what  it  will 
«08t  to  repair  a  single  frigate ;  that  navy,  for  the 
support  of  which  the  expenditures  fOr  the  last 
year  exceeded  the  estimates  by  at  least  sixty  per 
cent.;  that  curious  navy,  indeed,  which  costs  less 
to  keep  the  whole  in  service  than  a  part-^fojp  such 
is  made  to  appear  by  the  report  of  estimates  and 
details  of  expenditures  on  the  table. 

When  the  advocates  of  the  resolution  have  done 
this — when  they  have  provided  for  the  ordinary, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  them  on  the  extraor- 
dinary expenses  of  the  Government.  One  party 
are  determined  to  fortify  New  York,  where  im- 
mense sums*have  been  already  expended ;  New- 
port must  not  be  forgotten,  for  there  too  has  been 
«  scene  of  prodigious  folly  and  extravagance;  Bal- 
timore is  not  safe ;  Norfolk  is  exposed ;  Charles- 
ton is  in  danger.    I  hava  a  letter  in  my  pocket, 


from  the  Gk>vernor  of  South  ^  Carolina,  which 
etates,  that  there  is  mounted  upon  the  ruined  for- 
tifications of  Charleston  but  one  gun,  and  that  is 
a  four-pounder  on  a  crazy  carriage.  At  one  time, 
you  hear  that  your  ports  and  harbors  must  "be  for- 
tified ;  at  another,  with  all  the  solemnity  of  a 
death  warning,  your  Navy  must  be  augmented. 
In  the  name  of  God  !  where  .is  all  the  money  to 
come  from?  Is  that  single,  solitary  million,  about 
which  so  much  has  been  said,  to  do  all  this  ?  I 
believe,  and  I  trust  tbefe  will'  be  a  majority  with 
me,  that  neither  of  these  measures  are  necessary 
if  you  will  pursue  a  line  of  conduct  jnst'to  your* 
selves,  prudent  and  moderate  to  others.  I  would 
rather  ask,  Why  are  all  these  extravagances  to 
be  blundered  into  9^' Are  gentlemen  determined 
on^ar?  If  so.  let  them  speak  manly  and  out- 
right— and  then  we  shall  understand  each  other — 
but  I  suspect  notj'consideripfir  the  quarter  the  reso- 
lution-came from.  Why,  then,  all  this  rashness^ 
all  this  eagerness  to  rush  into  the  mischiefs  which 
hastened  the  ruin  of  the  former  Administration  ; 
and  into  war  measures,  when  peace  is  as  desirable 
now  as  it  ever  was,  and  is  as  easily  maintained  1 
The  .nation  is  prosperous  and  happy,  to  a  degree 
of  prosperity  and  happiness  the  annals  of  the 
whole  world  bear  no  analogy.  Is  it  prudent,  is  it 
wise,  is  it  expedient  to  tear  up  the  foundations  of 
all  this  prosperity  and  happiness,  when  they  are 
not  even  threatened  by  the  rough,  the  unhallowed 
hand  of  war?  .  God  forbid  ! 

^ake  theBritish  role,  enforced  lately  in  itsgreat- 
est  latitude.  It  doev  not  affect  the  exportacions  of 
your  own  products^  in  the  least,  nor  your  imports 
for  domestic  coosumption,  or  the  exportation  of 
the  surplus  of  that  trade,  except  as  to  the  regula- 
tions of  reshipment.  '^  Those  branches  of  com- 
merce remain  as  free  and  as  unshackled  as  for- 
merly. What  is  the  comparative  importance  of 
the  carrying  trade  with  these?  Their  interests 
run  parallel  with  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
community,  and  are  so  intimately  connected  that 
the  vibration  of  a  stroke  on  oire,  is  sensibly  felt 
by  all  the  rest.'  But  this  other  branch,  this  carry- 
ing trade,  carries  no  principle  of  rteiprocation 
with  it,  but  is  entirely  confined  to  ihe  few  mer- 
chants who  embark  in  it.  In  what  degree  are  the 
general  interests  of  the  nation  affected,  by  the 
right  which  that  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Crowninsbibld)  has,  of  lading 
his  ship  at  Batavia  with  cotton,  and  carrying  it 
round  to  Canton  upon  freight  ?  So  far  as  it  yields 
him  a  profit  I  rejoice,  and  wish  to  maintain  the 
right  for  him;  but, certainly,  not  at  the  expense 
of  the  lives  and  fortunes  et  the  whole  peoploi 
especially  when  they  are  no  sharers  with  him. 

We  have  witnessed,  and  sorely  felt,  the  injustice 
and  deliberate  robbery  of  Great  Britain  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  to  a  tenfold  greater  degree  of  im- 
portance than  the  present,  yet  sb^  retracted  her 
errors,  and  made  us  amicable  adjustmeiK  of  tba 
injuries.  Shall  we  take  the  same  im  portant  staiid 
now,  upon  a  less  important  occasion,  than  we  did 
then  ?  I  hope  not,  sir.  At  any  rale,  let  us  go  to 
this  work  with  clean  hands,  before  we  attempt 
to  coerce  Great  Britain  into  jnstieei  we  shoold  set 
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her  an  example  of  ic.  Is  there  any  gencleman  id 
this  Hoase  prepared  to  say  oar  mere  htm  ts  ha  to 
not  gi reo  some  cau^e  of  a^gres^ion  ?  Have  they 
never  been  detected  covering  enemies'  property? 
Is  it  reasonable  to  believe  there  is  active  Ameri- 
can capital  enough  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  France, 
Spain,  Holland,  and  our  own  besides  ?  - 1  presume 
not,  sir.  W^"  should  look  well  to  our  own  acts 
before  we  commence  war  upon  another  nation  for 
its  injustice- towards  us. 

I  cannot  vote  for  this  resolution.  I  believe  it 
calctjilated  to  produce  greater  injuries  than  are 
now  complained  ofl  and  not  redress  tor  those  al- 
ready commiuedw  I  should  abase  tbte  indulgence 
of  the  Committee,  to.  show  that  Great  Britain 
woold'go  to  war  with  yon.  rather  than  remain  at 
peace  under  the  operation -bf  a  law  hoftomed  od 
this  resolution.  There  is  no  proposition  clearer  to 
my  mind*  It  would  be  equally  a  loss  of  time,  to 
prove  that  peace  is  the  trtte  interest  of  this  edun* 
try ;  the  whole  nation  attest  it.  Will  you  out- 
rage that  general  sentiment  by  adopting  tnenieas- 
ures  least  calculated  to  procure  a  change  of  her, 
injustice? 

The  influence  of  this  resolution^  if  agreed  to, 
will  be  incalculable. '  Thousands  of  innocent  per- 
aons'must  inevitably  fall  sacrifibes  to  its  enormous 
{vessare.  It  \^ill  throw  convulsions  over  the 
whole  bo<ly  politic.  It  is  to  avoid  these  convul- 
sions, to  spare  the  spasms  necessarily  resulting 
therefrom,  to  every  neighborhood  in  the  United 
States,  that  I  vote  against  it. 

What  will-  be  its  operation  on  the  banking  in- 
terest 1  Sir,  if  it  could  annihilate  the  whole  sys- 
tena,  if  it  could  erase  every  fragment  of  its  massy 
walls,  without  tearing  down  others,  I  would  re- 
joice; for  I  believe  the  very  system  tobe  a  national 
curse,  erecting  the  ipost  potent  political  engine 
against  the  freedom  of  our  institutions  that  can 
be  devised.  But  this  is  impossible.  The  mercan- 
tile woi-ld^  i»so  enveloped  in  bank  influence,  that 
they  feel  a  run  oi^  the  banks  as  they  would  a  shock 
of  eleccricity.  There  are. established  within  the 
United  Siatea,  not  less  than  eighty  banks,  which 
keep  afloat,  certainly,  .at  least  fifty-five  millions  of 
paper  dollars.  Will  gentlemen  venture  on  a  line 
of  policy  which  shall  promptly  atop  such  an  im- 
mense circulating  representative  of  specie  with- 
oat  previous^ concert,  without  previous  notice? 
Indisputably,  the  merchant  would  be  the  first  vic- 
tim ;  hat  the  destruction  would  not  stop  with  him, 
nor  can  any  gentleman  say  where  it  would  .stop, 
for  merchants  ate  so  much  like  bricks  which  little 
boys  .set  ap  in  rows  for  their  amusement,  knock 
one  down  and  they  all  go.  Wheu  a  merchant 
fails,  all  within  the  vortex  of  his  endorsements 
and  bis  interests  fail  with  him. 

I  aiean  not  to  be  presumptuous.  It  is  with  great 
diffidence  I  ask.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  a 
course  of  conduct  like  this?  Let.  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  declare,'  in  a  manly  and  dig- 
nified manner,  what  are  the  righta  ef  citizens  of 
this  coanlry  which  they  are  determined  to  main^ 
4ain.  Lei  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  open  a  new  negotiation  with  the 
Croturt  of  St*  Jamesi  and  ia  addition  to  aooh  rep- 


}  resentations  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  make,  to 
lay  this  declaration  before  that  Court,  together 
With  such  commercial  regulations  as  m.ay  be 
adopted. ,  The  commercisu.  the  manufacturing 
interest  of  that  country,  understand  so  thoroughly 
their  connexion  with  this,  it  is  reasonable  to  be- 
lieve that  their  influence,  which  is  admitted  to  be 
very  great  with  the  Ministry,  wiR  induce  it  to 
tread  back  those  steps  of  wanton  and  unprovoked 
injuries  they  have  made  upon  our  fellow  citizens, 
and  to  which  their  own  sense  of  justice  might  not 
otherwise  lead  them. 

I  cannot  refrafn  from  entreating  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  anaot  which  passed  the  last 
•session  of  Congress,.. at  the  special  influence  of 
that  particular  description  of  merchants  who  are 
now  loudest  in  their  complaints,  it  is  dated,  22d 
February,  1805.    The  second  section  reads  thus : 

"  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  ship  or  vessel  to 
proceed  with  any  goods,  wares,  or  merehuidise,  brought 
in  her,  and  whi^  shall,  in  the  maoifeet  deliTored  to  tha 
collector  of  the  customs,  \fe  reported  as  destined  or  in- 
tended for  any  foreign  port  or. place,  firom  the  district 
within  which  ^ch  ship  or  vessel  shall  sirive,  to  such 
foreign  port  or  place,.withont  paying,  or  secaring  ths 
payment  of  any  duties  upon  such  goods,  waree,  or  mer- 
chandise, as  shall  be, actually  re-exported  in  the  said 
efaip  or  vsesel,"  &c. , 

From  this  aet  may  be  fairlv  dated  the  British 
doctrine.  Not  content  with  the  then  facilities  of 
their  carrying  trade,  with  which  0)ey  weregrow- 
iog  wealthy ,'they  must  have  them  increased;  they 
grew  covetous  or  the  small  duty  they  paid  to  Gov* 
ernment  for  tha  neutral  character  it  gave  their 
cargoes ;  'they  were  unwilling  that  the  poor  dav- 
laborer  who  unloaded  and  reladed  their  vessels 
should  partake  of  the  blessings  of  this  trade,  th^r 
grasped  at  that  pittance  too.  Is  it  to  beexpectedi 
sir,  that  we  shall  thua  extand  this  branch  of  com* 
merce,  with  which  we  are  always  clashing, with 
Great  Britain,  and  she  will  sit  still,  an  idle  specta^ 
tor?  ^ere,  then,  the  .merchants  understand  me. 
The  oarrytug  merchants,  and  their  friends,  have 
dished  lip  their  own  injuries.  For  one^  I  am  de- 
termined not  to  work  out  their  salvation  at  the 
expense  of  everything  dear  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  BinwBLL.-*Mr.  Chairman:  I  came  into 
the  House  this  morning  with  an  intention  not  to 
trouble  you  with  any  observations  on  the  inter- 
esting subject  which  has  been  several  days  under 
consideration ;  and  I  do  not  now  intend  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  particular  measure  pro- 
posed in  the  resolution  on  your  table.  But  the 
debate  hais  taken  such  a  course  that  I  am  induced 
to  request'  your  attention,  a  few  minutes,  to  the 
extraordinary  view  which  has  been  exhibited  qI 
our  dispute  with  Great  Britain. 

A  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  E&rlt)  yes- 
terday told  us  that  a  general  alarm  had  indeed 
pervaded  the  nation,  respecting  our  relations  with 
Great  Britain;  but  it  had  been  excited  by  fncor- 
rect  views  of  the  state  of  the  dispute,  and  when 
the  subject  should  be  fairly  explained  and  riflhtlv 
understood,  the  alarm  would  subside.  He  added| 
that. the  carrying  trade,  out  of  which  our  differ- 
ences haye  grown,  is  of  little  value  and  not  wot- 
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thy  of  national  protection.  The  aanie  opinion, 
in  snbstaDCP.  was  expressed  on  a  former  day  by  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia^  (Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb,) 
and  you  have  jast  heard  it  repeated  by  the  gen- 
tkoian  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr*  D.  R.  Wiii- 
LiAMB,)  who  la«t  addressed  yon. 

I  agree  with  these  i^eDtlemen  that,  in  order  to 
determine  what  Legislative  measorea,  if  any,  are 
necessary  to  be  adopted,  it  is  important,  in  the 
first  place,  to  understand  the  true  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  controversy  between  the  two  Oov- 
ernments;  and,  as  their  understanding  of  it  is 
"very  different  from^mine,  I  beg  the  Committee  to 
aiecom|)aoy  me  in  a  concise  review  of  il« 

The  injuries  complained  of  are  all  on  one  side, 
and  are  entirely  witnout  provocation*  Gteat  Bri- 
tain has  no  cause  of  complaint  against  us-;  our 
Government  nas  been  conducted  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  give  her  no  occasion  for  offence. 

The  claims,  on  oar  part^  relate  to  two  classes 
of  injuries— 4he  impressment  of  ^our  aeaaieli,  aod 
theseisove  and,  condemnation  of  our  veaseU  eur 
gUged  iar  a  neutral  trade.  The  acts  thus  com- 
plained of  as  injuries,  am  undeniable  facts,  it  is 
certain  that  Qreat  Britain  does  impress  our  citi- 
zens and  compel  them  to  serve  on  board  her  ships' 
of  war;  and  that  she  does  also  seise  and  condemn 
Tessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  Btatte, 
and  their  cargoes,  being  the  bonajkte  property  of 
American  citizens,  not  contraband  of  war,  u)d 
not  prpceeding  to  places  besieged  at  blockaded, 
Wkder  the  pretext  of  their  being  engaged  in  Muie 
of  war  in  a  trade  with  her  enemies,  which  wai 
nht  allowed  in  a  time  of  peace. 

Against  these  injuries,  our  Executive,  througllf 
the  proper  organ  of  negotiation,  has  omered  re- 
peated tern  oust  ran  ceS)  and  made  a  determined 
irtand  iti  behalf  of  the  United  States.  These  are 
the  two  great  points  in  dispute.  They  were  in 
ffeneral  terms  communicated  to  uaio  the  Presi^ 
dent's  Message  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  ihore  particularly  in  hia  subseouent 
Message  of  the  l7th  of  January,  to  which  1  beg 
leave  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Committee.  It 
IB  in  these  words: 

"  In  my  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Oongress,  at  the 
opening  of  their  present  session^  I  submitted  to  th«r 
aitention»  among  other  subjects,  the  oppression  of  oar 
commerce  and  nsvigatibn  by  the  inrwilar  practices  of 
armed  vessels,  pubfic  and  private,  anaby  the  introduc- 
tion of  new  principles  derogatory  of  the  rights  of  nen- 
tralsy  and  nnacknowledgad  by  the  vsage  of  nadona.. 
The  memorials  of  several  bodies  of  merchants  of  the 
Unitad  States  are  now  communicated,  and  will  devel- 
ope  these  principlea  and  practices  which  are  produ- 
^ig  the  moat  minoua  effecto  on  our  kM^fol  oommeice 
and  navigation. 

*<  The  right  of  a  neutral  to  carry  cm  commercial  in- 
tfEcourse  with  every  part  of  the  dominions  of  a  bel- 
ligerent, permitted  by  the  la^s  of  the  country,  (with 
the  exception  of  blockaded  ports  and  contraband  of 
war,)  was  believed  to  have  been  decidcd^between  Great 
Britain  and  the  [Jnited  States  by  the  sentence  of  their 
Commissioners  mutually  appointed  to  decide  on  that 
and  other  questions  of  difference  between  the  two  na- 
tions, and  by  the  actual  payment  of  the  damages 
awarded  by  them  -against  Great  Britain  for  the  infirao- 


tions  of  that  right.  When,  therefore,  it  waa  peroeivod 
thft  the  same  principle  was  revived,  with  others  more 
novels  and  extending  the  injury,  instructions  were 
givea  to  the  Minister  PlenipotentiaCT  of  the  United 
Stages  at  the  Court  of  London,  ana  remonstrances 
duly  made  by  him  on  the  subject,  as  will  appear  by  the 
documents  transmitted  herewith.  These  were  fol* 
lowed  by  a  partial  and  temporary  suspension  only,  with- 
out any  disavowal  of  the  principle..  He  has,  there- 
forcf  been  instructed  to  urge  thu  subject  anew,  to 
bring  it  more  fully  to  the  b4r  of  reason 'and  to  insist  on 
rightas  too  evident  and  too  important  to  be  surrendered. 
In  the  meantime  the  evil  is  proceeding,  mider  adjudi- 
cations founded  on  the  principle  which  is  denied.  Un^* 
der  duMe  drcumstaawes,  the  subject  presents  itself  Jbr 
the  oonsideratioii  of  Congress. 

M  On  4he  impressment  of  osur  tssanen,  our  ramea* 
stranees  have  never  been  iatennitted.  A  hope  existed, 
at  one  moment,  of  an.anangement,  which  mighj^  have 
been  submitted  to»  h^  \i^  soon  jiassed  away*  and 
the  practice,  though  relaxed  at  times  in  the  distant 
seas,  has  bed^  constantly  punsued  in  diose  of  our 
nisighborhood.  ,  The  grounds,  on  which  the  reclama- 
tions on  this  subject  have  been  urged,  will  appear  in  an 
Attract  from  instructions  to  our  Minister  at  Londouy 
now  Qommunicated." 

The  instructions  here  risferred  .to,  interesting  as 
they  are.  need  not  at  p/^^nt  be  brought  into 
view,  fiut,  to  show,  the  precise  points  in  dispute, 
you  will  permit  me  to  read  the  paragraph  respect-' 
log  each  of  them,  from. the  ofiicial  and  able  re* 
monstrance  presented  by  Mr.  Monroe,  our  Minia* 
ter  at  the  Court  of  Londoq.  On  the  subject  of 
our  neutral  trade,  he  states,  to  Lord  Mulgrave,  tiie 
British  Secretary  of  State,  that 

«  The  vessels  condemned  were  engaged  in.  a  com- 
inerce  between  the  United  States  and  some  port  in 
Burope^  or  between  those  States  and  the  West  India 
islands,  belonging  to  an  enemy  of  Great  Britun.  In 
the  European  voyage  the  cargo  consisted  of  thepro- 
ductions  of  the  colomes ;  in  the  voyage  to  the  West 
Indies,  it  consisted  of  the  goods  of  the  Power  to  which 
the  colony  belonged,  and  to  which  the  ship  waa  des- 
tined, liie  ship  and  cargo  in  every  case  were  the 
f)roperty  of  American  citizens,  and  the  cargo  had  been 
ended,  and  the  duty  on  it  paid  in  die  United  Statea. 
It  was  decided  that  these  voyages  were  continuensy 
and  the  vessels  and  cargoes  were  oondeoined,  on  the 
principle  that  the  commerce- was  illegal.  I  beg  to  re*^ 
fer  more  espsci^  in  this  statement  to  the  ease  of  the 
fSasex,  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  Vice* Ad- 
miralty Court  at  New  Providence^  m  which  the  Loida 
Cemmissionen  of  Appesl  estahtisbed  this  doctrine." 

Here  is  the  new  prinei|de  which  Qreat  Britain, 
through  the  ofefitn  of  her  Admiralty  Courts,  di- 
rected by  the  Ministry,  has  interpolated  into  h6r 
law  of  nations,  and  which  Mr.  Moriroe,  in  bahalf 
of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  instmetions 
from  the  Executive,  has  met  with  a  firm  and 
maniv.  remonstrance.  This  is,  then,  the  pcHSt  on 
which  issue  is  joined  between  the  two  Gbvem- 
ments.  The  question  relates  to  the  carriage  of 
cargoea,  which,  though  of  foreign  production,  are 
the  bona  fide  property  of  American  citizens,  on 
board  American  vessels.  It  has  no  relation  to 
^oods  belonging  to  foreigners  shipped  in  Ameri- 
can bottoms.  Tnat  was  once  a  controverted  point, 
but  it  ia  at  present  emirely  oaf  of  the  questioiL 
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Dimoff  our  Revolutionary  vfUPrihe  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  Northern  Powers  of  Europe,  made 
efforts  to  introduce,  by  conventional  arrange- 
meats,  the  doctrine,  that  free  ships  should  make 
free  goods — that  the  property  of  belligerents  might 
he  carried  on  board  of  neutral  bottoms,  free  from 
seizure  and  search.  Great  Britain  refused  to  ad* 
mit  the  principle.  By  our  treaty  of  1794,  it  was 
solemnly  renounced  on  our  part,  and  has  never 
since  been  resumed.  It  would  not  now  indeed  be 
so  important  as  formerly,  for  then  the  capital  of 
our  merchants  was  not  sufficient  lo  enaUe  them 
generally  ifx  be  owaen  of  the  cargoes  carried  in 
our  vessels.  Our  mercantile  capital  not  being 
equal  to  our  tonnage,  it  was  an  ohject  with  our 
ship-owners  to  carry  toe  carsoes  or  other  nations, 
especially  of  belligerents,  on  frdght  Thi^t  freight^ 
ing  trade  has,  in  a  ffreat  measure,  ceased.  We 
are  no  longer  mere  freighters'  for  foieigners^  bot 
have  become  the  carriers  <tf  foreign  as  well  as 
native  produce,,  on  our  own  capital,  and  for  our 
own  account.  This  is  now  the  general:  character 
of  our  carrying  tr^de. 

There  are  instohces,  no  doubt,  although  com- 
paratively few  of  them,  of  the  carriage  of  prop- 
erty belooginc  to  fbreigners  in  American  vessels, 
on  freight.  There  mav  be  cases  of  fraudulent 
attempts .  to  cover  beQigerent  propertjr  under 
American  names,  with  a  r\iw  to  giv^  it  an  ap- 
parent neutral  character.  Such  eases  "have  oe- 
earred.  There  always  have  been,  and  so  long  as 
Jiuman  nature  continues  depraved,  there  always 
vill  be,  frauds  committed  in  every  Un«  ojf-bttai- 
neasi  and  among  every  deacription  of  men.  The 
covering  of,  propyBrty,  ol^ned  by  belligerents,  un- 
der Ameriean  pajljenL  is  by  no  loeans'  cooffined  to 
articles  produced  in  loreisn^oun^rieB.  It  is  equal- 
ly applicable,  and  proba%  as  often  in  faetr  ap- 
plied, to  the  productions  of  tbe  United  States,  it 
IS  as  practicably  for  instanoei  and  the  temptatioti^ 
la  as  strong  to  conceal  under  American  names  and 
papers^  a  cargo  of  Virginia  tobacco  or  Peonsyl- 
-vania  auur,  purchased  here  by  a  French  or  Span- 
ish, or  Dutcn  merchant,  or  his  factor,  as  it  u^ould 
he  to  ^ive  such  neutral  appearance  to  a-  cargo 
consisting  of  tbe  produce  of  any  of  their  colo- 
nies. In  either  case,  our  laws  give  qo  encour- 
agement or  protection,  We  Me  not  called  upon 
to  ^extend  the  protecting  arm  or  Government,  and 
if  we  were,  we  should  be  under  no  obligation* 
and|  I  presume^  should  feel  no  inclination  to  in- 
terpose.^ No^  sir,  the  nersoos  commencing  such 
£raads,  in  coD;imon  with  all  other  violators  of  tbe 
laws  of  nations,  are  left  to  suffer  the  consequen- 
ces of  their.conduct.  Their  property  is  liable  to 
forfeitures  such  cases,  however,  are  not  witbin 
Uie  question  pending  between  tbe  ynited  S^tes 
and  Qreat  Britain,  although  tbey  have  been  art- 
fully or  igoorantly  confounded  witb  it,  to.  the  pre- 
judice of  the  claim  asserted  by  our  Qovernment. 
That  claim,  as  Mr.  Monroe  nas  correctly  stated 
it,  embraces' only  the  bonafde  property  oi  Amer- 
ican citizens,  carried  in  American  vessels. 

The  adjudications,  as  reported,  and  as  referred 
to  hy  Mr.  Monroe,  are  bottomed  on  the  principle 
tbaty  although  the  property  is  American,  and 


therefore  neutral,  yet,  as  it  was  produced  in  aur 
enemy's  colony,  and  is  proceeding  to  the  mothet 
country  of  that  colony,  or  vice  versa,  either  di- 
rectly or  after  an  imjjortation  into  tbe  United 
States^  with  an  intention  of  re-eiportation,  the 
trade  in  which  it  is  so  carried,  not  having  been 
allowed  to  us  by  the  belligerent  in  U'me  of  peace^ 
^s  it  is  in  time  of  war,  is  tua  lUicit  trade,  as  it  re- 
spects Qreat  Britain.-and  the  vessels  andcaigoea 
engaged  in  it,  therefore,  liable  to  be  seized  and 
condemned. 

In  some  cases,  the  fact  assumed,  as  the  ground 
of  condemnation,  that  the  trade  was  not  allowed 
and  enjoyed  in  time  of  peace,  is  not  true.  It 
can  be  proved  from  authentic  documents— the  offir 
cial  statements  from  our  Treasury  Department-^ 
founded  on  the  custom-house  returns,  that,  with 
some  of  those  countries^  we  did  carry  en  an  im* 
portant  export  trade)  in  a  tinie  of  peac^  before  the 

g resent  war.  Id  those  eases,  our  Government  there- 
>re  may  deny  the  fact,  as  well  as  the  principle  o^ 
which  the,  condemnations  have  been  founded. 
For  the  correctness  of  this  observation,  gentlemea 
are  referred  te  the  official  statements  of  the  See* 
retaryof  the  Treasury. 

But  the  .principle  of  the  adjudieatimis  cannot 
be  admitted.  The  reason  alleged  in  support  <rf 
it  is,  that  such  a  trade,  in  time  of  war,  althooi^ 
not  in  articles  commonly  considered  ooalraband, 
nof  with  places  besieged  or  blockaded,  is  benefit 
cial  to  the  belligerent,  and  increases  his  means  of 
Waff.  Their  reasoning  goes  neyond  thetr  raloy 
and  is  equally  applicable  to  other  eases,  to  whieb 
it  has  BOt  yet  been  applied.  The  wh<^e  trade  be* 
tween  a  belligerent  and  a  neutral,  even  in  a)rttolcB 
pjEodueed  in  the  country  of  the  latter,  is  beneficial 
to  the  former.  It  adds  to  his  ability  to  prosecnla 
the  war ;  and  may,  therefore,  for  the  same  reasoOy 
be  interdicted  by  an  opposite  belligerent.  Thei 
principle^  carriea  through,  will  deny  us  the  trans- 
portation, not  merely  of  the  produce  of  belligcr* 
ent  countries,  but  the  whole  of  our  exports  and 
imports  to  ana  from  those  countries,  including  the 
produce  of  our  own.  It  aims  a  mortal  blow  at 
our  carrying  trade. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  Gre^t  Britain 
is  acting  upon  a  systematic  calculation,  and  with 
a  design  to  engross  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
She  calculates  upon  our  local  interests,  our  party 
divisions,  and  a  continued  opposition  to  our  Gov- 
ernment, to  disable  us  from  uniting  in  any  efiectoai 
counteraction  of  her  measures.  Under  an  imprefr> 
sionthat  our  fixecutite  will  not  be  effectiially 
supported^n  the  position  he  has  assumed  against 
her  claims,  she  has  taken  this  first  step  in  her  sys* 
tem  to  ascertain,  by  the  experiment  how  much 
we  will  bear,  and  how  Jfor  she  can  saiely  go  in  ap* 
plying  her  new  principle.  If  we  submit,  if  we 
do  not  make  it  her  interest  to  stop,  she  will  pro* 
ceedin  her  encroachments,  as  surely  and  as  steadi* 
ly  as  time  advances. 

The  frentieman  from  Georgia  says,  we  had  bet- 
ter sacrifice  our  carrying  trade  than  our  agricul- 
ture. .  Indeed,  he  thinks  it  a  question  whether  that 
trade  is  not,  upon  the  whole,  injurious  rather  than 
advantageous  to  us^  in  a  national  view.    I  agree. 


655 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


656 


H.  OP  R. 


NdnrlmportatioH  of  €hod»  from  Great  BriiQitL 


Mahcb,  1806. 


with  that  geDtleman  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  in  one  point — the  superior  importance 
«f  agriculture.  It  is,  in  my  eatimiltion,  toe  most 
important  the  primary  interest  of  the  United 
States,  considered  in  relation  either  to  the  num- 
bers employed  in  it,  or  the  utility  and  necessity 
of  their  employment.  This  is  true  of  the  United 
States  as  a  nation.  I  believe  it  ia  also  true  of 
every  particular  State.  I  am  sure  it  is  of  that 
with  whfch  I  am  best  acquainted — my'  own  na- 
tive State.  It  is  emphatically  so  of  (he  district 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on  the  floor 
of  this  House ;  for,  like  the  gentleirien  froc6  Vir- 
ginia and  Georgia,  I  stand  here  as  the  representa- 
tive of  an  agricultural  district.  My  constituents, 
most  of  them,  are  proprietors  and  cultivators  of 
the  soil.  But,  sir,  I  am  confideat  that  I  truly  rep- 
resent them  in  declaring  the  opinibn,tha^ agricul- 
ture and  commerce  are  inseparably  connected  and 
mutually  dependent.  Their  connenon  and  de- 
pendence grow  out  of  the  natural  >6ituati6n  and 
circumstances  of  our  country,  and  the  immemo- 
rial usage  and  habits  of  our  people.  The  Gtod  of 
Heaven  4ias  here  joined  them  together,,  and  it 
would  be  not  less  impious  than  impolitic  to  at- 
tempt to  disjoin  them  and  set  them  in  hdstile  ar- 
ray aigaiost  each  other.  Ther^i  is  no-  cause  for 
such  an  unnatural  hostiiity,  but,  on.  the  contrary, 
every  rational  motive  for  reciprocal  assistance 
and  support.  Sir,  jthe  produce  of  our  farms,  be-' 
Tond'our  own  consumption,  must  perish  on  our 
Bands,  pr  rather  there  would  soon  be  no  such  sur- 
plus produce,  if  there  were  no  commerce  to  car- 
rv  it  to  foreign  markets,  and  to  bring  us,  in  return, 
the  productions  of  other  countries,  which  we  want 
and  they  cah  spare.  -  This  is  the  very  end  of  com- 
merce. Such  a  commercial  exchange  mohipifes 
the  comforts  and  increases  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind. 

The  average  annual  produceof  the  United  States, 
beyond  what  we  consume  ourselves,  according  to 
the  late  Treasury  statement  of  our  exports,  amounts 
in  value  to  about  forty  millions  of  dollars.  It  is 
Carried  to  market  chiefly  by  our  own  citizens,  and 
in  our  own  vessels,  not  a  tenth  part  of  our  im- 
ports or  export?  being  now  shipped  in  foreign 
bottoms.  By  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants, 
these  native  exports  are  carried  to  every  part  of 
the  habitable  globe  that  is  open  to  our  trade*  We 
thus  have  the  benefit  of  a  choice  of  markets,  which 
we  would  not  h^ive  were  our  commerce  more 
limited,  as  it  certainly  would  be,  if  it  were  in  the 
bands  of  foreigners  instead  of  our  own  enterpris- 
ing citizens.  Our  produce,  thus  exported,  is  mar- 
keted wherever  the  greatest  demand  for  it  is  found. 
It  is  not.  it  cannot  be,  generally  sold  for  specie. 
It  must  be  exchanged  for  the  productions  or  man- 
ufactum  of  the  respective  countries  where  the 
sales  are  effected.  If  they  were  limited  to  specie, 
or  even  to  such  articles  of  barter  as  niust  be  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States,  the  sales  would  ne-t 
eessarily  be  less  advantageous,  and  the  market 
prices  of  our  own  produce  proportionably  lower. 
The  commodities  received  in  exchange,  consti- 
tutes the  return  cargo.  When  it  arrives  here,  it 
it  as  lawfully  and  hott^tiy  the  property  of  ;he 


importing  merchant,  and  as  truly  the  object  of 
legal  protection  and  free  disposal  as  if  he  had  him- 
self raised  it  out  of  the  soil,  or  purchased  it  from, 
the  farmers.  But  the  demand  for  home  consump* 
tton  may  be  already  supplied  by  other  similar  im- 
portations, or  the  cargo  may  not  be  adapted  to 
our  market.  In  that  case  it  must  either  oe  lost 
or  re-exported  to  a  foreign  market,  and  theredis^ 
posed  of  for  cash,  or  in  exchange  fbr  other  articles 
of  commerce.  The  importations  into  the  United 
States,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
amount  to  seventy-six  millions  of  dollars  a  year, 
comparing  them  by  the  scale  on  which  the  aa 
valorem  duties  are  calculated,  that,  is,  by  adding 
from  ten  to  twenty  per  oent.  on  the 'prime  cost 
and  charges;  hut,  reckoned  according  to  their 
cost  and'  charges,  their  amount  is  sixty-seven  mil- 
lions. Of  th^se  imports,  it  appears  that  twenty- 
eight  millions  and  a  hair  are  re-exported,  and  the 
residue  consuihed  among  us.  This  reexportation 
of  ini ported,  articles  is  connected ! with  the  sales "^^^ 
of  our  native  exports,  and  indeed  grows  out  of 
them.  By  wa  v  of  remittance,  U  is  also  connected  x 
with  the  purchase  of,  and  payment  for,  the  im- 
ports which  are  consumed  in  the  United  States. 
It  is,  in  shorty  an  essential  link  in  the  chain  of  oar 
commerce.  It  is  a  fair  and  valuable  part  of  our 
carrying  trade,  and  not,  as  has  been  represented, 
a  '*  ractitious  interest,"  a  ^  mercantile  liingus,"  a 
"  fraudulent  speculation." 
M  Whatever  may;>be  the  suggestiokis  of  theory,  it 
is  too  late  to  think  seriously  of  introducing  the 
Chinese  policy,  and  withdrawing  our  citizens 
from  all  com  mercial  pursuits.  The  Unitrd  States 
are  not  a  mere  "  land  animal,"  to  use  the  figura- 
tive description  of-  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  . 
but  a  water  animal  aiso.^  Our  people,  from  their 
colonial  infancy,  have  always  been  ^  mercantile 
as  well  as  an  agricultural  "people.  If  commerce 
was  not  originally  their  natural  employment,  habit 
has  ^fveii  it  the  force  of  second  nature.  Before 
our  independence^  the  restraints  imposed  on  the 
trade  of  the  colonies,  by  the  operation  of  the  Brit- 
ish navigation  act.  formed  one  of  the  sources  of 
our  complaint,  and  one  of  the  causes  of  the  Rev- 
olution. The  regulation  of  forei^  commerce,  not 
being  provided  for  under  the  Articles  of  Coofedev- 
ation,  was  one  of  the  principal  objects  for  which 
a  convention  was  called,  and  the  Federal  Coniti- 
tion  framed  and  adopted. 

The  design  of  the  Constitution,  as  expressed  in 
the  preamble,  was,  among  other  things,  'Uo  pro* 
vide  for  the  common  defence  and  <  promote  the 
general  welfare ;"  not  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
either  farmers,  or  merchants,  or  mechanics,  or 
sailors,  or  any  other  class  of  citizens  alone ;  but 
for  the  general  welfare  of  all  classes,  whether  at 
sea  or  on  land ;  not  for  the  defence  of  agriculture 
or  manufactures  only^  but  for  theoommon  defence 
of  all  our  national  interests,  including  commerce 
among  the  rest.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
fair  construction  of  the  Constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  told  us,  that 
this  subiect  bears  upon^ocal  interests;  that  it  is 
itself  a  lo'  al  question,  and  is.  to  be  so  considered 
and  decided.    I  am  sensible  there  are  local  inter- 
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MBy  and  they  sometimes  influeoee  our  delibera- 
tions.   I  W9fi  never  more  sensible  of  their  exist- 
enee  or  their  inflaence,  than  daring  the  present 
diseassion.    I  think  I  can  discern  their  operatit>n 
on  that  gentleman's  opinions  and  arguments;  and 
he  may,  perhaps,  perceire  them  in  mine;  for  it  is 
Tain  to  boast  of  exemption  from  such  Prejudices. 
But,  sir,  let.ua  obey  the  injunction  of  toe  Consti- 
tution, and  the  dictate  of  duty.    Let  us  endeavor 
to  ^ard  against  those  localities  and  competitions 
of  interest.    Let  us  take  a  fair  .Tie>¥  of  the  whole 
ground,  and.  bestow  the  national  protection  upon 
agriculture  and  commerce  in  proportion  to  their 
relatiT^  degrees  of  imjrarlance^  .  I  am  aware  that 
the  latter  is  not  susceptible  of  the  same  perfect  de- 
fence as  the  former,  because  one  is  within  our 
own  exclusive  iurisdictioo,  and  the-  other  is  on 
that  element  which  is  the  common  jurisdictipnof 
all  nations.    It  is,  nevertheless,  entitled  to  a  rea- 
sonable protection,  adapted  to  its  nature.    That 
portion  of  it  whicli  is  now  attacked,  is,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Brecutive^  "too  important  tp  be  sur- 
rendered.'^   There  is  no  need  of  a  surrender.  By 
preper  rei^uiations  commerce  will  furnish   the 
means  of  its  own  protection. 

&  The  second  .ground  of  complaint  agaiilrvt  Great 
Britain  is,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen... 

In  addition  to  the  President's  comoMinicatioB.  on 
this  aubjeot,  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
lead,  I  might  here  introduce  the  conclusive  argu- 
ment contained  in  the  iostriieiioos  from  tbe  Sec* 
relary  of  State  to  otv*  Minister  at  London.  But 
it^ia  unnecessary,  as  that  interestipg  document  is 
in  the  hands  of  every  member.  Yet  I  cannot  for- 
bear ealting  your  attention  to  one  paragraph  of 
Mr.  Monroe's  remonsorance : 

**  On  the  topic  ef  io^iressmeot,  howsTer,  the  motive 
is  more  urgent  In  that  line  ibe  lights  of  the  TJnited 
States^have  ^n  lo  long  trampled  under  loot,  and  the 
feelings  ofhunianity  in  respect  to  the  sufferers,  and 
the  honor  of  their  Government  even  in  their  own  portS; 
so  often  outraged,  that  the  astonished  world  may  begin 
to  doubt  whether  the  patience  with  which  these  inju- 
ries haTe  been  borne,  ought  to  be  attributed  to  gener- 
ous or  unwcH-thy  motives ;  wheth^  the  United  States 
merit  the  rank  to  which,  in  other  respects,  they  are 
justly  entitled,  -among  independent  Powers,  or  have 
alreaidy,  in  the  very  morn  of  their  political  career,  lost 
their  energy  and  become  degenerate.  The  United  States 
are  not  insensible  that  their  condi^t  has  exposed  them 
to  such  suspicions,  though  they  weU  know  that  they 
have  not  deserved  diem.  They  are  aware,  from  the 
simihtfity  in  the  persons,  th^  manners,  and,  above  all, 
the  identic  of  the  language,  which  is  common  to  the 
people  of  both  nations,  that  the  subject  is  a.  difficult 
one ;  they  are  equally  aware  to  CJreat  Britain  also  it  is 
a  delioale  one,  and  they  have  been  willing,  in  seeking 
anarrmngement  <rf'this  important  interest,  to  give  a 
proof,  by  the  mode,  of  their  very  sincere  dMire  to  cher^ 
uix  the  relations  of  friendship  with  her." 

In  this  remonstrance,  Mr.  Monroe  has  spoken 
not  only  the  language  of  our  Government,  but 
also  the  sentiments  of  every  considerate  true 
American. 

That  cruel,  that  abominable  practice  of  im 
pieasment,  in  contempt  of  our  unintermitie^  re- 1 
monatrancei^  has  been  a^twated  and  continued  and  I 


increased,  and  is  still  increasing.  There  is  no 
prospect  even  of  relaxation.  Impressments  are 
now  multiplying  faster  than  ever  before.  They 
are  connected  with  our  other  cause  of  complaint, 
the  iafringement  on  our  neutral  trade;  for,  when 
n  vessel  is  condemned,  or  detained  for  trial.it  fur- 
-.nishes  an  opportunity  and  a  pretext  for  impressing 
the  men  thus  thrown  out  or  employment.  SaiU 
ors  are  likewise  taken  out  of  any  of  our  vessels  in 
Europe,  and  the  West  Indies,  in  our  coasting 
trade,  and  at  the  very  mouths  of  our  harbors, 
while  pursuing  their  lawful  business  of  carrying 
to  market  the  lumber  aod  fish  of  Massachusetts, 
the  beef  and'pork  of  ConnecticuL  the  flour  of  ibe 
Middle  States,  the  tobacco  of  Virginia,  the  rice 
and  cotton  of  Carolina  aod  Georgia,  and  other 
exports  of  the  United  States,  or  imp6rts  from 
abroad.  The  number  of  these  unfortunate  sea- 
men has  arisen  to  an  alarming  amount.  Though 
we  have  not  yet  received  an. official  statement, 
which  is  expected  from  the  Serretarv  of  State,  it 
is  understood  that  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand names  have  been  returned  to  that  Depart- 
ment, accompanied  with  proofs  of  their  American, 
citizenship;  and  it  is  believed 'that  the  list  is  ne- 
cessarily a  very  partial  one. .  Many  poor  fellows, 
impressed,  perhaps,  when  no  American  witnesse3 
were  present,  transferred  froni  ship  to  ship,  or  re- 
moved from  one  station  to  another,  have  probably 
not  yet  found  an  opportunity  of  making  any  com- 
munications to  their  friends,  and  through  them  to 
the  Department  of  State.  There  can  be  very 
little  doubt  that  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of 
our  seamen  in  the  British  Navy,  serving  under 
impressn>ents,  to  man  at  least  five  ships-of-the- 
line.  .  They  are  not  only  withdrawn  from  our 
service,  but  made  the  instruments  of  aiding  one 
belligerent  nation  in  prosecuting  their  war  against 
another.  .         .* 

American  citizens  may  be  voluntarily  engaged 
in  British  employment,  by  land  iMid  sea,  ana  Brit- 
ish subjects  may  be,  aini  unquestionably  are,  vol- 
untarily employed  on  board  our  vessels,  in  our 
shop^  aod  on  our  farms.  That  is  a  kind  of  inter- 
course which  is  not  forbidden.  It  is  common 
among  nations,  and  cannot  be  a  just  cause  of  of- 
fence, or  of  impressment,  by  way  of  retaliation. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  afraidjhave  imbil^ed  unrea- 
sonable prejudices  against  our  seamen.  Some  of 
them,  undoubtedly,.are  profligates  and  renesadoes. 
Such  characters  are  found  among  all  pro^ssions 
and  denominations.  But,  in  general,  our  sailors 
are  a  hardy,  honest,  brave,  generous,  though  im- 
provident race  of  men.  Many  of  them  are  young 
men,  from  respectable  families,  in  the  seaports 
and  inland  towns.  Others  have  families  of  their 
own,  as  dependent  on  them  and  as  dear  to  them, 
as  ours  are  to  us.  It  is  true,  they  are  not  gene- 
rally opulent.  If  they  were,  they  would  be  above 
the  necessity  of  venturing  on  the  stoVmy  element 
for  a  livelihood.  It  is  admitted  that  they  are  poor  $ 
but,  is  their  poverty  a  sufficient  reason  for  puttinjg 
them  out  of  the  nationil  guardianship?  Their 
occupation  is,  indeed,  a  humble,  a  hazardous  one;, 
but  it  is  as  lawful  and  as  honest  as  that  of  the 
fiirmer  in. his  field,  or  the  mechknic  in  his  shop. 
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They  are  our  fettow-citizens,  and  have  as  fair 
a  claim  for  public  protection,  as  we  ourselves  caa 
have. 

On  a  late  occasion,  when  two  or  three  hundred 
of  them  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Tripolttans,  the 
gensibilitv  of  the  nation  was  touched  in  every 
Berve.  All  branches  of  the  Government  partook 
of  the  national  spirit.  Extra  expenses  were  im- 
mediately incurred  on  their  account.  Yes, sir; 
you  laid  a  new  tax,  an  addition  of  two-and-a-half 
per  cent,  to  the  impost,  on  all  articles  charged 
with  ad  valorem  duties.  That  additional  tax  was 
cheerfully  paid  by  our  fellow-citizens,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  redeeming  their  brethren  from  captivity. 
An  extraordinary  naval  armament  was  sent  to  the 
Mediterranean.  The  services  of  our  heroes^  by 
«ea  and  by  land,  were  exerted  ^nd  their  exertions 
were  crowned  with  success.  The  captives  were 
ransomed,  and  returned,  with  tears  of  joy  and 
gratitude,  to  their,  country,  their  families,  their 
mends,  and  their  business.  The  whole  nation 
rejoiced  at  the  event.  Is  there  any  member  of 
this  Committee,  who  did  not  participate  in  the 
general  jpy  ?  Is  there  any  American  who  does 
Aot  feel  proud  of  this  spirited  interposition  of  our 
€k>vernment  ?  What,  let  me  ask,  was  the  occa* 
don?  The  captivity  of  three  hundred  of  our 
seamen.  And  shall  we,  then,  be  passive,  and  do 
nothing,  when  ten  times  that  nomoer,  of  the  same 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens,  engaged  in  the  same 
occupation,  are  forced  into  a  worse  than  African 
bondajjre  ?  Sir,  I  have  no  personal  knowled^  of 
any  of  these  sufferers,  or  tneir  connexions,  living 
remote  from  the  usual. places  of  their  habitation 
and  resort.  Probably  most  of  us,  from  our  situa- 
tions in  life,  are  unconnected  and  unacquainted 
with  them,  and  have  no^  therefore,  a  very  lively 
sympathy  for  their  sufferings.  But,  to  bring  their 
ease  home — ^let  every  one  8U|)pose  he  had  among 
them,  a  son,  a  brotner,  a  friend,  or  a  neighbor, 
suddenly  seized,  while  pursuing  his  lawful  employ- 
ment, interrupted  in  his  plans  of  business,  ruined 
in  his  affairs^not  only  prevented  from  returning 
but  even  writing  to  his  friends— confined  in  a  float- 
ing prison,  obliged  to  labor  without  hope  of  re- 
ward ;  subjectra  to  a  discipline  naturally  rigor- 
ous, and  rendered  more  intolerable  by  hb  reluct- 
ance to  submit ;  tieated,  perhaps,  with  daily  in- 
sult, liable  to  the  blows  and  lashes  of  an  unfeeling 
boatswain ;  and,  what  is  worse^  if  possible,  com- 
pelled to  expose  his  limbs  and  his  life  in  battle,  to 
fight  for  his  oppressor,  against  nations  with  whom 
neither  he  nor  his  country  has  any  cause  of  war ; 
remembering,  in  his  intervals  of  relaxation,  re- 
memberiofl^,  with  painful  contrast,  the  freedom  of 
his  native  land  and  the  endearments  and  dehghts 
of  home,  still  hoping  to  be  released  through  the 
interposition  of  our  Government ; .  but,  in  the 
meantime,  end  urine  all  the  anxiety  of  suspense. 
I  know  not  how  otners  feel,  but,  for  myself  I  de- 
dare,  were  I  reduced  to  the  sad  necessity  of 
making  a  choice,  I  should  prefer  a  Tripolitan  or 
an  Alfferine  captivity, to  an  impressment  on  board 
a  British  man-of-war.  Sir,  I  am  not  describing 
to  you  an  imaginary  scene.  Thousands  of  such 
actually  exist.    This  is  a  serious  fact,  of  i 


which  the  world  are  now  witnesses.  In  the  face 
of  the  nation,  it  is  officially  made  known  to  us^ 
and,  with  the  other  subject  of  national  complaint^ 
expretely  submitted  to  our  consideration.  We 
cannot  shut  our  eyes  against  them.  We  cannot 
any  longer  be  ignorant  of  them.  We  cannot,  in- 
deed, avoid  acting  on  them ;  for,  in  the  existin^^ 
circumstances,  eien  to  do  nodiipg,  would  be  act- 
ing, tt  would  ke  virtually  surrendering  thooe 
rights  which  the  President  is  insisting  on  as  *'  too 
evident  and  too  important  to  be  surrendered.''  It 
would  be  desercing  him,  on  the  national  ground 
which  he  has  taken,  and'oa  which  he  oogM  to  be 
supported  by  the  nation  and  the  States,  and  every 
private  citizen.  It  is  a  common  cause.  Not  only 
oiir  honor,  but  our  ii^eirest  is  essentially  concern- 
ed. With  Great  Britain,  too,  it  is  a  qocation  ai 
interest.  She  has  occasion  for  oureailors,  to  man 
her  fleets  anc)  fight  her  battles.  She  wants  our 
neutral  property  for  the  double  purpose  of  depriT^ 
ing  her  enemies  of  the  benefits  of  commerce,  and^ 
at  the  same  time,  supplying  herself  with  the  means 
of  prosecuting  t^e  war.  She  will,  therefore,  pro- 
ceed, until  we  convince  her  it  is  ror  h^  inteeeat 
to  desist. 

It  was  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Chalman,  in  ad- 
dressing yon  at  this  time,  to>  examine  the  meriia 
of  the  proposition  immediately  before  the  Com- 
mittee, or  any  other  particular  measure  proposed 
oh  the  subiect,  but  simi^y  to  take  a  Tiew  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  our  differenoes  with  Gteai^ 
Britain,  and  our  oUiga^ion  to  give  the  Executive 
some  efficient  co-operation.  The  President  i» 
performing  his  duty  of  negotiation,  and  for  a 
Uiithfol  performance  of  it,  he  is  responsible  to  dw 
nation.  In  the  meantime,  he  has  left  it  with  the 
Representatives  of  the  Statea,  and  of  the  people^ 
to  determine  what  legislative  measures,  if  tny, 
shall  be  adopted,  in  aid  of  his  exertional  and  m 
support  of  oar  neutral  fights.  On  Congress,  then, 
on  each  House,  on  every  individo|d  member,  so 
far  as  the  influence  or  one  vote  extends,  now 
rests,  the  solemn  responsibility  of  this  determina* 
tion.  t 

The  Committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 


MoNDAT,  March  10. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  made  an  nnfavoia^ 
ble  report  on  the  petition  of  the  representative  of 
Caron  Beaumarchais,. which  was.  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the.  whole  House  on  Thoraday. 

IMPORTATIONS  FROM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  House  resolved  iteelf  into  a  Committee  of. 
the  whole  House  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  om 
Mr.  Grego's  resolution. 

Mr.  CLARt. — A  sense  of  duty,  prerailin^  over 
personal  inclination,  compels  m&  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  offer  a  lew  remarks  on  the  sui^cct  under  con- 
sideration. The  measure  now  under  discussion 
appears  to  me  to  involve  the  best  interests  of  oni 
country;  the  prosperity,  the  happiness  and  the  lib- 
erties of  America  tremble  before  it.  In  the  handa 
of  the  resolution  are  coiMatned  the  issuea  of  lifs 
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and  death)  and  it  wouki  be  erimtiial  in  me  not  to 
throw  in  my  mite  to  reseiie  our  common,  eoantrv 
from  the  impendiiMr  dan^r.  The  oouriie  which 
I  shall  take  will  differ  io  some  degree  from  that 
pairoed  by  those  who  have  spoken  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  draw 
any  marked  discrimination  between  the  rarjring 
interests  of  the  country)  or  invidiouB  distinctions 
betwven  the  agtiealtotal  and  oommtfteial  interests. 
I  think  they  are  so  essentially  united,  that  one 
cannot  fidi  lathe  ground  without  tumhling  ihe 
other  headlong  into  ruins*  I  shall  consider  the  sub* 
jeet  relatively  to  its  general  policy,  and  whether, 
on  the  prino^ites  of  mat  general  policy  or  condi* 
tional  compact,  as  has  been  contended  by  gentle^ 
meu,  we  are  bound  to  adopt  the  wsoiution.  if  I 
shall  sueoeed  in  conTineio'g  a  singlji  gentleman 
now  in  ftiTor  of  the  resolution,  that  we  are  not 
bound  by  the  Oonstitmion,  and  that  it  will  be  im- 
politic to  adopt  it,  I  shall  consider  this  amongst 
the  liappteet  events  of  my  life.    . 

Tike  great  ofojeets  of  our  federal  engagement,  in 
forming  the  compact  under  which  we  now  live, 
were  to  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquit- 
lity,  and  provide  for  the  common  deienee  and 
g|enefal  welfare  of  society.  Under  this  Oonatita- 
tien  gentlemen  call  upon  us,  under  the  pretext  of 
])romi>ting  the  i^eaerm  welfare,  to  ad<^(»t  a  resoiu<> 
tion  which  manifi^tly^goes  to  the  proniotion  of  a 
minor  interest*  This  compact,  in  ptvvifiinv  for 
the  general  welfare,  mUst  mean  that  at  the  wbolej 
or  at  any  rate,  of  the  larger  portion .  of  the  com* 
munity;  it  was  iMver  designed  to  promote  a  80*^ 
buvdinate  interest  at  the  sacrifice  oif  the  general 
IMNMperity;  Are  we  theuvbound  by  the  Oonstitu« 
tional  compact  to  adopt  this  resolution  ?  I  think 
not  Thus  mveh  tw  to  the  conetitutioaality  of 
the  qaestion« 

I  must  consider  this  resolution  as  a  war  meaei- 
nie,  «nd  viewing  the  policy  and  present  situation 
of  Oreat  Britain,  against  which  it  is  pointed,  I 
have  no  hesitation  to  say,  that  in  my  opinion,  it 
wiU  produce  instantaneous  war.  A  maritime, 
war,  for  such  a  one  she  will  wlige,  will  not  add 
one  item  to  her  preeent expenses;  neither  #iU  it 
embamss  her  measures  on  the  continent?  It  can 
have  no  such  effect^  She  has  eight  hundred  ships 
on  the  ocean,  flushed  with  victory  and  conquest, 
and  a  part  of  her  navy  is  at  this  moment  triumph- 
antly mling  almost  in  sight  of  your  shoves,  ready 
at  aa^ir  moment  to  seize,  should  that  course  appear 
eipedieat  to-  her,  all  our  vessels  navigating  the 
ocean.  It  cannot  affect  her  continental  opera-- 
tions.  The  war  she- will  wage,  will  be  altpgether 
maritime.  Her  navy  cannot  be  essential  against 
her  continental  enemies  in  Europe.  Already 
have  their  fics^ts  been  annihilated^  The  victories 
off  Trafalgar  and  in  the  Westlndies,  have  cleared 
the  ocean  of  almost  every  sail,  and  there  remains 
no  employment  for  her  navy  but  to  depredate 
your  commerce^  and  she  will  do  it,  you  may  rely 
upon  it.  Those  are  but  indifferently  acquainted 
with  €hreat  Britain  and  the  genius  of  the  first 
Minister^  who  suppose  all  the  power  ^  in  their 
handawill  not  be  made  use  of.  Gentlemen  tell 
yon  thia  is  not  contettipiated  as  a  permanent  aya> 


tem  of  ceomercial  arrangement,  but  a  temporary 
expedient,  which  by  its  pressure  is  to  bring  out 
rival  to  a  sense  of  duty,  and  make  her  do  us  jiis* 
tioe.  But  this  temporary  measure  will  have  on 
Britain  all  the  effect  ot  war.  Declare  war  to* 
morrow^  and  it  can  only  affect  her  trade.  Can 
you  believe  that  she  wiU,  with  all  her  advantages^ 
remain'  quiet?  It  is  not  her  chaiPacter$  she  will 
not  do  it.  I  shoaid  think  contemptuously  of  her 
if  die  should.  Will  she  suffer  you  to  take  war 
measures  and  not  retaliate?  will  she  be  mote 
afraid  of  you  with  your  four  thousand  troops,  dis«> 
persed  over  the  whole  western  country,  and  your 
thirteen  armed  vessels  rotting  in  the  Sastera 
Branch,  than  of  that  Power  whose  conquering 
arm  has  extended  the  HmiU  of  his  sway  beyond 
former  comparison,  and  whose  ambition  is  bounded 
only  by  the  habitable  world? 

What  was  the  conduct  of  that  Qovemment 
about  the  year  1801)  when  an  armed  neutridtty 
was  formed  by  a  coalition  of  the  Northern  Pow-» 
era?  This  measure  was  comparatively  pacific; 
but  did  not  the  gallant  Nelson  enforce  an  abaaa- 
donment  of  thia  nleasure  with  cannon  at  Copen^ 
hagen  ?  Will  she  not  do  so  to  you?  It  is  her  itt«- 
teiest,  and  will  she  not  be  governed  by  it?  She 
has  no  other  rule  of  action;  Atc  we  notthes 
correct  in  oonaidering  this  a  wtfr  measure  ?  And 
ought  not  gentlemen  to  abaodfon  the  vain  illusion 
they  have  eoneeived?  It  ia  however  said,  that 
she  will  not  be  willing  to  increase  the  number  of 
her  enemies.  But  is  she  not  well  apprized,  from 
the  genius  of  the  American  people,  that  nothing 
is  more  desired  by  them  than- peace;  and  that  the 
moment  she  does  you  justice,  you  will  be  bonaci 
to  seiee  it ;  and  that  she  may,  therefore,  calculate 
on  makiar  peace  when  she  pleases?  Will  sha 
not,  therefcoe,  use  all  her  i)ower  to  bring  ua  firat 
to  terras,  and. then  if  she  fail,  come  to  terms  her* 
self  whenever  she  pleases  ? 

(Bo  much  with  regard  to  this  as  a  war  measure^ 
for  the  irresistible  conclusion  in  my  mind  is,  that 
it  will  produce  war.  But  suppose  it  should  nofr 
produce  war;  will  it  not  produoe  consequences 
equally  ft^tal?  Will  it  not  destroy  your  com«- 
meice?  Our  exports  will  not  b^  purchased,  aa 
the  merchants  will  not  fit  out  their  vessels  unlesa 
they  can  get  a  market  for  them.  For  this  what 
are  we  to  gain?  The  carrying  trade.  I  beg 
leave  here  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  position 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  to  ex** 
amine  the  principle  assumed  by  the  British  Gov« 
ernment,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole 
carrying  trade  is  not  afiected  by  it.  What  is  the 
ground  which  the  prize  courta  of  Britain  take? 
That  a  neutral  has  no  ri^t  to  deliver  a  belliger- 
ent from  the  pressura  c/his  enemy's  hostilities,  by 
trading  with  his  colonies  in  time  of  war  in  a  way 
not  authorized  in  time  of  peace.  This  principle^ 
80  far  as  it  relates  to  our  Qovernment,  is  not  so 
Unflir  as  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine.  Let  us  ap- 
ply it  to  Britain  and  France.  As  to  Great  Brit- 
ain she  is  contending  for  her  liberties  and  her 
very  existence,  and  although  I  shall  not  contend 
that  a  nation  at  war  has  not  the  right  to  regulate 
her  eommeroe  with  neutral  neighborainany  way 
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allowed  by  ihe  law  of  natioos,  yet  the  enemy  has 
certainly  the  right  to  prevent  every  means  of  re- 
ief ;  to  produce,  if  possible,  oppression  and  pov- 
erty, in  ordei-  to  procure  peace.  Can  you  expect 
that  Gkeat  Britain  will  permit  you  to  supply 
France  and  Holland  with  commerce,  and  on'^uch 
terms  as  enables  them  to  go  the  cheapest  into  the 
i,  market  and  convert  all  their  merchant  ships  into 
armed  vessels  to  privateer  upon  her  trade  1  And- 
while  France  is  so  relaxed  in  her  eystem,  have 
we  a  rieht  to  expect  any  indulgence  from  Great 
Britain  1  War,  we  know,  always  brings  some 
evils  to  a  neutral  country..  Can  we  therefore  so 
materially  blame  Great  Britain  ?  Then,  as  to  the 
consequences  of  this  trade.  It  certainly  does  not 
bring  more  than  $170,000  into  oulr  Treasury^  while 
it  draws  from  the  purchase  of  our  domestic  pro- 
ductions a  large  part  of  the  capital  thai  would  be 
otherwise  devoted  to  it  When  I  sav  $170,000)  I 
mean  to  apply  the  remark  particularly  tb  that 
trade  which  has  been  th^  object  of  suppression  by 
the  prize  courts,  for  I  agree  that  the  revenue  aris- 
ing from  the  whole  carrying  trade  is  stated  to 
amount  to  $800,000,  but  no  man  will  say  that  the 
duties  arisinff  from  this  species  of  trade  is  under 
estimated.  Is  the  whole  value,  of  this  trade  so 
important  as  to  justify  a  aacrifice  of  all  our  inter- 
ests 1^  I  will  ask  gentlemen  whether.it  is  correct 
or.  proper  that  the  great  intereste  of  the  optiotry 
should  be  given  ap  to  a  trade  only  continued  in 
tiitie  of  war,  and  in  which  bul>  a  few  men  are  in- 
terested ?  Let  it  not  be  here  understood  that  I 
am  the  enemy  oi  commerce.  No,  I  am  its  friend. 
Without  it  agriculture  would  be  nothing,  and 
there  would  be  no  market  for  the  .sale  of  our  sur- 
plus produce.  We  must  have  trade,  bat  let  it  be 
OQ  principles  of  permanency,  and  not  on  such  as 
emerge  from  a  state  of  war.  Great  Britain  has 
never  affected  our  direct  trade,  and  my  vote  shall 
be  always  ready  to  protect  it.  I  agree  that  a  cir- 
cuitous trade  is  beneficial  to  the  country,  just  as 
money  brought  into  it  is  beneficial.  But  let  us 
take  the  subject  up  on  calculation — I  think  it  a 
fair  subject  of  calculation,  a  question  of  profit  and 
loss — and  see  whether  it  ought  on  that  ground  to 
be  protected.  If  it  is  found  that  the  play  is  not 
worth  the  candle,  gentlemen  will  certainly  not 
wish  its  preservation.  Is  it  right  to  protect,  at  the 
hazard  of  every  sacrifice,  this  trade  of  so  precari- 
ous a  profit,  and  which  cannot  continue  longer 
than  the  period  of  war?  Our  exports  to  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependencies  ampunt,  uj^on  an 
average  of  three  years,  to  $20,653,000;  of  this 
amount,  the  two  articles  of  cotton  and  tobacco, 
the  exclusive  produce  of  the  States  south  of  ihe 
Potomac,  constitute  more  than  one-half.  This 
will  be  entirely  lost,  or  at  Ijb^st  the  most  consider- 
able part,  for  1  have  no  expectation  of  finding  a 
market  for  anything  like  this  amount  in  any  other 
country.  Cut  up  at  one  stroke,  under  the  pre-, 
tence  of  temporary  expediency,  the  cultivation  of 
these  two  articles,  and  you  prostrate  the  expecta- 
tion, independence,  and  industry  of  thousands; 
then  will  be  applied  to  your  own  industrious  and 
Ttrtuotts  citizens,  what  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
t»A  supposed  would  be  to  the  manufacturers  of  { 


England,  a  da^r  to  their  vitals.  Lei  us  not,  for 
God's  sake,  rum  our  country,  under  the  delusive 
expectation  of  injuring  our  adversaries.  Another 
and  ver^  current  view  mav  be  taken  of  this  sub- 
ject; it  IS  acknowledged  that  there  are  compara- 
tively but  few  persons  immediately  interested,  in 
this  trade,  and  although  to  them  a  lucrative  one, 
jretit  must  end  upon  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
m  Europe.  ,  It  must  be, unjust  that  the  ^reat  in- 
terest of  the  agriculturist  *  should  4>e  sacrificed  to 
this  trade,  or  even  pledged  for  its  protection  and 
security.  I  never  will  agree  that  one  class  or  pro- 
fession of ''people  shall  underwrite  and  insure  the 
supcess  of  another  class,  and  thi^  too  without  any 
premium.  This  is  precisely  the  case  in  this  in- 
stance; the  trader,  gains  all  under  the  protecting 
arm  of  the  farmer,  and  the. loss  falls  on  the  farmer, 
if  it  should  be  attended  with  any. 

Let  us  view  this  subjject  in  another  light.  It  ts 
contended  that  if  British  manufactures  are  pro- 
hibited, that  our  commerce  will  still  go  on ;  that 
our  merchants  will  fihd  other  markets,  and  that 
the  security  of  .the  revepua  will  not  be  affected. 
But  I  hes^  genilemea  seriously  to  consider  the  sit- 
uation of  Europe.  I  do  believe  that  our  demands 
cannot  he  supplied  biit  from  Great  Britain ;  they 
canOot  be  supplied  elsewhere — because,  from  the 
year  1786,  the  British  manufactures  introduced 
into  thif  country  have  regularly  increased ;  not- 
withstanding in  France  labor  is  cheaper  than  in 
Gkeat  Britam.  Not  because  an  En^ish  coat  waa 
better  than, «  French  one.  T  ha  fact  is,  the  French 
manufactures  cannot  be  got  on  the  same  reasona- 
ble •tet'ms  as  the  English*  What  has  been  the 
effect  qn  the  price  of  Lii^erpool  cottons  ainoe 
France  4ra8  menaced  the  invasion  of  England? 
They  have  increased  in  price,  hecaase  her  manu- 
facturers have  been  taken  from  their  ahopw  and 
converted  into  soldiers.  Whai  is  the  situation  of 
Europe?  Convulsed  lo  her  centre,  will  Germany- 
afford  us  the  articles  we  want?  Do  we  not  know 
that  her  manufactures  have  always  been  limited 
and  confined  to  particular  articles.?  Where  then 
is  a  supply,  to  be  had  ?  Where  is  a  return  to  be 
got  for  our  domestic  productions,  without  which 
our  loss  will  be  incalculable  ?  What  will  its 
effect  be  on  our  Treasury?  We  know  that  the 
British  manufactures  yield  about  five  millions  of 
revenue,  which  go  to  the  regular  reduction  of  the 
public  debt,  which  to  this  degree  must  Jiie  sus- 
pended if  they  are  prohibited.  Will  gentlemen 
say,  because  I  hold  this  language,  that  I  am  the 
apologist  of  British  measures?  No.  W^re  I  to 
give  way  to  my  feelings  on  this  subject,  instead 
of  being  governed  by  my  judgment,  there  is  no 
length  to  which  I  would  not  go.  My  colleague  has 
told  us  that  Great  Britain  is  fighting  our  battles 
and. those  of  the  world.  I  believe  so<  But  not 
from  any  good  will  to  us  or  the  world ;  in  fighting 
their  own  battles,  they  fight  ours.  Let  us  thea 
suffer  them  to  go  on,  not  out  of  affection  to  their 
Government,  which  Is  tyrannical,  and  which,  if 
it  had  the  power,  would  lord  it  over  this  country 
as  it  did  whei^  we  were  colonies;  not  from  attacbn 
meat  to  the  English  Government  or  its  measurea, 
but  from  a  regard  to  our  own  country,  to  whick 
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this  measore  would  be  raiDOOs.  If  the  articles  we 
want  can  be  sot  from  any  other  tBountry,  let  as 
obtftiQ  ihem  from  it ;  but  do  not  let  us  carry  our 
eomity  so  far  to  Britain  as  to  ruin  ourselves. 

But  we  are  told  that  this  is  only  one  cause  of 
complaint  against  the  British  Qovernment ;  that 
another  cause  of  complaint  is  the  impressment  of 
our  seamen.    It  is  a  cause,  a  most  serious  cause, 
of  complaint.    On  this  subject  I  hare  more  feel- 
inff  than  on  the  other.    I  commiserate  the  deplore 
able  utuation  of  those  men  and  their  friends,  and 
■wish  most  ardently  it  was  in  my  power  to  relieve 
them  from  it.    But  there  is  some  apology  even 
here  to  be  made  for  the  British  Qovernment.  The 
inhabitants' of  the  two  nationt  are  so  like  each 
other,  and  so  nearly  the  same  in  their  language 
and  habiu.  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  todistin- 
guish  one  from  the  other:  and  I  will  ask  you  if 
we  have  not  moFc  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  our 
service  than  they  have   American  citizens  in 
theirs?    Let  us  also  recollect  their  principle— 
onee  a  subject,  always  a  subject.    When,  fhere- 
fore,  we  give  their  subjects  the  privileges  of  a  citi- 
zen, by  naturalizing  them,  is  it  not  a  counterac- 
tion of  British  policy,  and  is  it  not  some  apology 
for  their  conduct  in  pressing  this  description  of 
men  ?    I  recollect  of  no  instance  of  their  rdfusing 
persons  allowed  by  them  to  be  American  citizens, 
whose  claim  was  fully  substantiated.     Let  me 
again  repeat  it,  that  in  a  slate  of  war,  neutral 
Powers  roust  sufersome  injury;  when  all  riature 
is  in  conflict,  we  cannot  expect  to  escape  injury. 
I  do  not  therefore  think  this  ground  of  complaint 
a  cause  of  war,  for  wjiere  is  the  difference  between 
forcibly  taking  away  the  citizens  of  our  country, 
and  enticing  those  of  another  by  the  allurement 
of  superior  advantage!    Every  society  has  thfe 
nght,aod  exercises  tnat  right,  to  ordain  munici- 
pal  regulations  for  its  ffovemment  f  and  every 
member  of  the  society  is  bound  by  them.    By  the 
immemorial  usage  of  England,  no  subject  (sal- 
lowed the  rij^ht  of  expatriationi  and  they  hold  the 
privilege  of  impressing  their  sailors  whetever  they 
may  be  found  in  time  of  war,  and.claim  their  al- 
legiance, whatever  may  be  their  condition.    We 
ott^ht  not  to  seduce  them.    I  do  not  mean  this  as 
a  justificatioii,  but  it  is  undoubtedly  a  mitigation 
of  the  affront.    But  what  is  proposed  ?    To  go  to 
war  in  order  tot)btain  the  release  of  a  few  captive 
citizens  that  have  been  taken  on  the  water;  let 
them  get  out  of  the  way  by  taming  cultivators  of 
your  waste  land,  in  which,  they  can  acquire  a  vir- 
tuous aad  honorable  competency.    Bntj  sir,  what 
will  be  the  sympathy  of  the  gentlemen  who  shed 
tears  of  grief  over  your  impreaised  seamen,'when 
they  shall  view  the  scenes  of  devastiition  pro- 
duced by  war;  all  your  senport  towns  in  ashes ; 
people  of  every  age  and  condition  mourning  over 
their  rained  mansions  and  fallen  fortunes ;  coun- 
tries ravaged  bjr  a  merciless  foe,  or  millions  of 
your  citizens  slain  in  fighting  your  battles ;  will 
your  carrying  merchants  then  step  forth  and  fight 
for  you  1    No,  indeed,  they  will  not,  they  are  too 
precioas  to* be  made  food  for  gunpowder;  they 
will  not  be  shot  at  all  day  for  seventeen  cents; 
they  will  dll  diotppear.    Their  rale  is^  wkerevar 


money  can  be  made,  there  is  my  country.  I  be- 
seech you  then,  Mr:  Chairman,  to.  guard  against 
that  fatal  infatuation  which  hath  destroy^  the 
universe.  '       ^  , 

Mr.  .Eppb8< — After  the  discussion  which  haa 
already  taken  place  on  this  subject,  I  shall  not 
consider  my^elt  authorized  to  occupy  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House.  As,  however,  1  have  on  some 
occasions  ventured  to  express  my  opinions  on- this 
floor,  I  cannot  reconcile  to  my  feelings  a  silent 
vote  on  a  question  interesting  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  generally,  and  particularly  so,  to 
tbalt  portion  of  country  which  I  in  part  repre* 
sent. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  prevail 
within  these  walls  as  to  the  course  which  ought 
to  be  adopted  towards  a  nation  which  under  the 
pretence '  of  riaht  has  commenced  a  system  of 
warfare  and  pulage  on  our  commerce,  I  hope  for 
the  honor  and  interest  of  our  country  we  shall 
finally  unite  in  something.  If  .in  a  free  country 
there  is  any  principle  which  ought  universally  to 
be  admitted,  to  entorce  which  reasoning  or  dem- 
onstration shoold  be  neces-ary.  it  is,  that  every 
class  of  citizens  is.  equally  .entitled  to  protection. 
To  secure  to  man  his  personal  rights,  and  the 
fro  its  of  his  honest  industry,  are  the  two  most 
important  objects  of  a  free  Government.  The 
Government  unwilling  to  use  for  that  security 
the  means  of  which  it  is  possessed,  does  not  de- 
serve the  support  of  freemen.  Our  Constitution 
makes  no  discrimination  between  different  classes 
of  citizens,  nor  can  we  in  our  legislative  capaci- 
ty. The  citizen  whose  capital  is  vested  in  a  ship 
has  .an  equal'right  to  protection  in  using  for  his 
benefit  and  happiness  tnat  ship,  with  the  cultiva- 
tor of  the  soil  in  usine  his  plough.  To  arrest  by 
violence  his- ship,  and  confiscate  iiis  properly,  is 
to  the  merchant  the  same  injury  as  it  would  be  to 
the  farmer  to  arrest  his  plough  and  destroy  his 
crop.  lu  each  >  case  the  dtizen  must  loobto  the 
community  for  the  removal  of  every  obstruction 
thrown  by  violence  in  the  way  of  that  perfect 
freedom  in  the  use  of  his  property  wbich  consti- 
tutes its  value.  It  is  true,  and  no  man  will  deny 
the  correctness  of  the  principle,  thatevecy  nation 
has  a  right  to  abandon  any  particular  coix|,merce 
injurious  to  its-interests  or  dangerous  to  its  safety. 
This  is  the  natural  right  of  afl  nations,  and  par- 
ticularly of  free  countries,  where  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community  is  the  supreme  law« 
While,  however,  a  commerce  remains  lawful,  the 
citizen  embarks  in  it  with,  the  same  right  to  ex- 
pect protection  as  in  any  other  lawful  occupation ; 
for  a  Gtovei^nment  to  refuse  it,  is  a  violation  of 
that  fundamental  principle  in  free  government: 
that  protection  on  the  part  of  the  Government  is 
the  basis  of  support  on  the  part  «f  the  citizen. 
If  we  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  inter p6se  in  be- 
half of  our  citizens,  when  their  personal  rights 
have  been  invaded — their  property  captured  and 
condemned  under  principlea  unknown  to  the  law 
of  nation»— let  us  give  up  the  farce  of  pretend- 
ing to  self-government,  and  go  back  to  the  degra- 
ded state  of  colonies. 
The  ground  of  difference  between  the  United 
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Btates  and  Great  Britain  is  too  well  known  for 
me  to  dwell  oo  this  oart  of  the  subject.  It  has 
been  stated  on  this  floor  by  a  gentleman  firom 
Massacbasetts,  in  terms  clear,  forcible,  and  man- 
ly. The  impressment  and  detention  of  our  sea- 
men is  an  imury  which  has  jastljr  excited  the  in- 
dignation of  the  people  of  America  for  the  last 
ten  years.  Everf  attempt  to  arrest  by  negotia- 
tion this  sclrious  injury  has  failed,  and  each  year 
adds  new  victims  to  the  roll  of  impressed  sea- 
men. The  recent  captures  of  American  property 
to  the  amount  df  six  millioBs  of  dollars,  under 
doctrines  new  and  manifestly  unjust,  is  a  serious 
injury  to  the  individuals  and  to  the  community. 
And  although  I  have  no  doubt,  as  has  been  elo- 
quently stated  on  this  floor,  that  American  mer- 
chants have  in  some  instances  disgraced  that 
character  by  covering  the  property  of  the  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain  I  am  equally  certain  that 
the  injnnr  done  to  banajide  American  merchants, 
trading  (airly  on  American  capital,  are  sufficient- 
Iv  numerous  to  justify  and  demand  the  interposi- 
tion of  this  Government. 

While,  however,  I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the 
right  of  the  citi2en  on  the  one  hand  to  demand 
|>rotection,  and  of  the  duty  of  the  Government 
on  the  other  to  extend  it  to  him,  I  am  willing  to 
acknowledge  all  the  difficulties  of  our  present 
situation.  I  consider  it  no  dismce  to  this  infant 
nation  to  say  we  are  not  abTe  to  meet  on  the 
ocean  a  nation — a  match  on  that  element  for  all 
the  world  combined.  I  hope  the  period  wilt  never 
Hirive  when  the  substance  of  the  citizen  here 
•ball  be  squandered  on  a  navy  competent  to  meet 
on  the  ocean  thfe  navy  of  Great  Britain.  Separa- 
ted from  the  rest  or  the  world,  at  too  great  a 
distance  to  feir  invasion,  possessing  a  countrv 
abounding  with  productions  valuable  to  the  dif- 
ferent nations  or  Europe  with  whom  we  have 
commercial  relations — if  we  are  not  able  to  meet 
on  the  ocean  Great  Britain  or  any  other  Euro- 
pean Power,  we  can  say  to  them  alt.  respect  in 
your  intercourse  with  us  the  principtea  of  justice, 
or  we  hold  no  intercourse  with  you ;  if  you  will 
not  traffic  with  us  on  principles  that  are  fair,  we 
will  neither  receive  your  manufketuf es,  nor  aedd 
to  you  our  productions.  We  are  tow  for  the  first 
time  abofut  to  test  this  principle  so  imoorti^t  to  a 
nation  jealous  of  fleets  and  armies.  Qf  the  vari- 
ous measures  of  the  kind  which  may  be  resorted 
to-^high  discriminating  duties — a  prohibition  of 
certain  enumerated  articles,  a  general  prohibition, 
and  as  a  dernier  resort  a  suspension  of  all  inter- 
course, are  the  remedies  within  our  reach.  It  is 
a  mere  question  of  convenience  and  expediency 
to  which  of  these  we  shall  resort.  !  should  pre- 
fer for  myself,  as  a  first  &tep,  the  mildest,  it  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  the  interest  of  this  natioO  to 
dissolve  at  a  single  blow  its  commercial  connex- 
ion with  Great  ISritain.  The  commerce,  if  car- 
ried on,  on  principles  that  are  fair,  is  mutually 
advantageous  to  th6  two  countries.  In  Great 
Britain  we  find  the  best  market  for  our  most  val- 
nable  productions,  and  with  us  she  finds  the  best 
market  for  her  manufactures.  To  prohibit,  at  a 
aingle  blow,  imports  to  the  amount  of  tkirty-five  | 


millions  of  dollars,  however  injoriotis  it  might  be 
to  the  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain,  would 
ceruiiniy  be  a  serious  injury  to  our  own  citizens. 

I  cannot  but  hope  that  a  milder  measure  will 
cause  the  British  Grovernment  to  respect  our 
rights  and  pursue  a  course  manifestly  dictated  by 
)Bi  regard  to  its  own  interest.  If,  however,  Great 
Britain  is  so  lost  to  her  own  interest  as  to  perse- 
vere in  a  system  of  injustice  calculated  to  deprive 
her  of  the  beet  market  for  her  manufactures*^ 
market  daily  iaereasing,  with  the  increasing  pop- 
ulation of  this  infant  country — let  us  on  our  part 
proceed  with  that  caution  and  moderation,  which 
shall -evince  that  the  course  we  tre  deierminei 
to  pursue  is  founded  on  pcinoipie,  and  will  never 
be  abandoned  until  our  wmngs  are  redressed.  I 
am  willing  to  adopt  for  the  present  a  prohibition 
of  enumerated  articles ;  if  that  shall  fail,  to  pass 
hereafter  a  total  prohibition,  and  finally,  td  pot 
forth  our  whole  strength,  and  say,  we  hold  no  fu- 
ture intercourse  with  you;  but  dissolve  forever 
all  dbmmercial  relations  with  a  nation,  which 
takes  for  its  national  law  the  base  principle  of 
necessity,  and  makes  itself  the  exclusive  judge  of 
that  necessity. 

As,  however,  it  will  not  be  in  order  to  ar^e 

ropositions  not  immediateijr  under  consideration, 
shallr  confine  my  observations  to  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  I  am  wilt- 
ing to  consider  this  resolution,  as  its  friends  pro- 
fess it  to  be,  a  commercial  regulation,  and  not  a 
war  measure.  Indeed,  I  should  not  apprehend 
war  with  Great  Britatu,  even  if  it  was  adcmted. 

II  is  not  her  inlerest  to  add  to  the  number  or  her 
enemies,  and  her  vessels,  numerous  as  thev  are, 
will  find  sufficient  occupation  in  guarding  her 
own  chatinel,  and  protecting  her  own  capital.  I 
ohjeet  to  this  measure,  because  I  believe  that  it 
wul  be  so  extremely  injurious  to  the  United  States 
in  its  operation  thst  it  ought  not  to  he  resorted  V9 
until  miMer  remedies  l£ve  faiM.  In  the  re- 
marks I  shall  tDMike  on  it,  I  shall  confine  mrself 
to  its  probable  operation  oa  the  revenue  or  the 
United  States^  aiid  on  that  class  of  oitizens  for 
whose  protection  it  is  principally  dceiffned. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
iiry,at  present  on  our  uble,  it  appears  that  the 
imports  to  this  country  from  Great  Britain  and 
its  dependencies  aoMunt  to  thirty^five  millions 
nine  hundred  and  seveatv  thousamd  dollars.  Wa 
derive  from  imposts  on  this  coaamerce  a  net  rev- 
eaue  of  five  millions  four  hundred  and  ihirty-twu 
thousand  dollars.  The  whole  net  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  derived  from  our  commerce  with 
all  other  parts  of  the  world,  amounts  to  six  mcl- 
Itoos  one  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  doliuv. 
This  resolution  goes  ta  prohibit  a  coinmerce  ^nom 
which  we  derive  almost  one-half  of  our  set  rev- 
enue. The  carrying  rrade^  which  this  measure  n 
intended  to  protect,  yidds  a  revenue  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  firty  thousand  dollars;  so  that  for  the 
protection  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  we  put  at  hazard  a  net  revenue  of  five 
millions  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
dollars.  I  well  know,  that  national  honor  cannot 
be  estinatdl  in  duUars  and  ccma*    There  Uno 
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man  who  feels  more  forciUy  than  I  do  the  cor- 
Tectness  of  this  principle^  or  will  be  more  ready 
on  all  occasions  to  acknowledge  it^    Gentleman, 
however,  ought  to  remember  that  their  remedy  m 
a  measure  of  dollars  and  cents.    They  profossit 
to  be  nothiDff  more  than  a  commercial  regulation. 
In  war,  millions  must  be  sacrificed  to  protect 
thousands;  in  commercial  reguhitions  the  risk 
oQ^ht  to  be  in  some  degree  proportioned  to  the 
object.    A  nation,  delibmtely  forming  a  com- 
mercial regalationj  by  which  it  risks  millions  to 
protect  thousands,  manifests  mere  zeal  than  wis- 
dom ;  nothing  short  of  absolute  necessity,  and  a 
failure  of  every  other  remedy ,>  ought  to  induce  us 
in,  our  present  situation  to  risk  our  revenue.    We 
have  repealed  the  whole  system  of  internal  taxes. 
We  ha^e  set  otrt  with  professions  of  eeonomjr, 
and  a  determination  honestlv  to  meet  our^  public 
debt.    This  resolution,  if  auopted,  may  cause  a 
deficiency  in  our  revenue  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  permanent  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
exclusive  of  the  Mediterranean  ilind,  which  I 
hope  soon  to  see  abolished,  amounts  to  eleven 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  per- 
manent expense  of  the  Gbvernment  amounu  to 
^even  millions  of  dollars;  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  d^bt,  and 
thiee  millions  to  the  expenses  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  including  the  Naval  and  Military  Bstah- 
lishment.    No  part  of  the  eight  millions  can 
ever  be  diverted  from  its  ob^ct,  without  aban- 
doning the  principles  which  brought  us  into  this 
Gk>vernrmen^  and  as  there  is  no  probability  of 
our  expenses  beine  lessened,  the  three  millions 
may  be  considered  equally  permanent,  or  the 
wheels  of  Oovernment  must  stop.    From  eleven 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  doUars,the  amount 
of  our  present  revenue,  take  five  milUone  four 
hundred  and  thirty^two  thousand  dollars,  derived 
from  imposts  from  Great  Britain  and  its  defmd- 
eneies,  and  there  remains  six  milHons  and  sixty- 
eight  thousand  dollars,  which  falls  short  of  eleven 
millions  of  dollars,  the  permanent  expense  of  the 
Government,  five  millions   nine  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  dolkis.    Shall 
we  incur  this  risk,  until  other  m^sures  less  inju- 
riooa  iir  their  operation  pn  ourselves  shall  have 
failed  ?   Qentlemeo  have  told  us  of  substitutes  for 
British  manufiiotares,  and  that  no  great  loss  will 
be  eustaioed  in  our  revenue^    One-ffentleman  has 
estimated  the^loss  at  a  miUion  of  dollars ;  another 
at  two  milHonS)  and  the  same  gentleman  has  fur- 
nished us  with  abundant  information  as  to  th« 
places  from  whenee  we  may  procure  a  substi- 
tute for  British  manufaetures.    On  this  subject 
everything  must  be  mere  conjecture.    Itis  im- 
possible for  any  human  being  to  say  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  this  measure  on  oik  revenue.    No 
man  can  say  what  will  be  the  situation  of  So- 
rope  six  months  hence,  and  particularly  of  Ger- 
many, from  whence  w«  are  to  derive  a  part  of 
oor  supplies.    I  wish  not  to  risk  the  substance 
for  the  shadow.    I  cannot  consent  to  trust  the 
revenue  of  the  United  States  to  speculative  opin- 
ions, which  may  be  true  or  false.    The  gentle- 
man from  Peanaylvania  who  introduced  this  raa- 


olution,  talked  of  a  substitute  for  British  manu- 
factures in  home-spun;  he  wished  to  see  the  peo- 
ple of  this  couotrjr  clad  in  articles  manuDftctured 
in  their  own  families.  There  is  no  man  who 
views  with  more  pleasure  than  I  do  that  species 
of  independence  to  which  this  kind  of  industry 
gives  buth.  I  wish  not.  however,  to  wear  homen 
spun  at  the  expense  or  a  Federal  tax  upon  my 
land;  I  know  what  a  Federal  land  tax  is,  be- 
cause I  have  paid  it,  and  I  remember  it,  because 
it  was  Ihe  only  oppressive  tax  I  ever  did  pay.  If 
this  measure  shall  not  produce  its  effect  on  the 
Britiah  Government,  and.  its  c^eration  on^  our 
levenue  be  as  iojui^iousas  thereis  just  cause  to 
fear  it  will  be,  either  we  ^xust  repeal  our  owa 
law,  or  adhere  to  a  measure  manifestly  injurious 
to  the  United  Statesj  and  ky  a  direct  tax,  or  we 
must  divert  from  its  object  the  annual  appropria- 
tion for-  the  payment  of  our  debt.  Never  with 
my  vote  shall  the  fund  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
o»ent  of  the  debt  be  diverted  from  its  object  un- 
til the  last  dollar  shall  be  discharaed.  Otner  geiw 
tlemen,  I  presume,  would  be  aa  Tittle  disposed  aa 
myself  to  resort  to  a  direct  tax. 

The  risk  of  revenue  however  b  not  the  only  ob- 
jection I  have  to  this  resolution.  A  total  pronihi- 
tipn  of  British  manufiietures  will  be  extram^y  in- 
jurious to  our  own  citizens.  It  puts  down  at  once 
the  occupation  and  empbyment  of  the  merehanlt 
of  small  capiuiL  In  mapy  parts  of  our  country, 
and  particularly  to  the  south  of  this  plnee^  com- 
merce is  carried  on  'principaily  on  credit.  That 
credit  is  generally  in  Great  Britain.  Take  awar 
the  credit  -and  the  commerce  is  gone.  It  wiUi 
4;eriouriy  afiect  too  the  iriiportiitf  merchant  of  lam 
capital,  whose  funds  are  in  (£eat  Britain.  To 
Withdraw  his  capital,  eatabliahnewcorrespondcnti, 
and  ffive  an  entire  new  direction  to  his  conmiarce, 
would  require  time,  trouble,  and  expense,  and  ift- 
sitre  at  least  one  year's  loss  in  the  profits  of  hia 
profession.  It  would  operate  least  injuriously  on 
the  merchant  whose  funds  were  large,  and  in  tbii 
countiry.  With  hie  money  he  might  seek  a  sub- 
stitute  for  BritiA  manufactures  in  other  markea^ 
if  indeed  a  substitute  can  be  found.  Little  or  bo 
injury  would  be  done  to  merchants  of  this  descrip- 
tion, while  ruin  and  bankruptcy  would  be  the  fete 
of  those  deprkved,  by  a  geneml  prohihitioa,  of  a 
capital  depending  on  crediu  I  have  no  data  by 
which  to.  calculate  the  number  of  our  merchants 
embarked  in  the  foreignoarryingtmde,  andof  those 
who  are  only  importers.  The  whole  foreign  cai^ 
rying  trade  of  Virginia  amounts  to  tluree  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  But  a  small  portion 
of  the  merohants  there  of  course  are  inlereated  in 
the  foreign  carrying  trade. '  To  all  the  importing 
merchants  throughout  the  United  States,  the  adop- 
tion of  thia  measure  would  be  a  serious  evil.  •  Sup- 
posing-one  third  of  the  whole  nundber  of  the  mer- 
chanuoftheUnited  States  interested  in  the  foreiaa 
carrying  trader-and  this  would  be  a  large  caleuMr 
tion — by  the  adoption  of  this  measure  we  sacrifice 
the  convenience  and  interest  of  two  thirds  even 
of  this  class  of  our  citizens.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
have  ne  doubt,  bat  that  the  adopition  of  this  reso- 
lution wotild  be  a  serious  injury  to  a  large  majov- 
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iiy  of  the  merchaots  of  the  Uoited  States,  although 
designed  for  their  proteotton. 

•  What  would  be  the  effect  on  the  planter"?  Il 
would  cause  an  immediate  advance  on  all  the  ar- 
ticles of  first  necessity,  particularly  coarse  wool- 
lens, which  could  not  immediately  be  manufac- 
tured at  home.  It  is  true  that  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  a  substitute  was  made.  We  were 
driven  to  it  b^  necessity,  and  abaiidoned  it  as  soon 
as  that  necessity  ceased.  White,  for  all  the  arti- 
cles of  first  necessity,  a  great  additional  price  must 
'be  paid  by  the  farmer  or  planter,  the  value  of  every 
article  of  his  labor  must  diminish ;  bis  produce  be 
sold  at  a  reduced  price  or  left  to  rot  on  his  hands,' 
from  the  inability  of  the  merchant  to  purchase. 
This  will  be  the.  effect  on  the  planter,  supposing 
Great  Britain  will  take  no  contervailing  measure. 
If  however  she  is  disposed  to  carry  her  principle 
to  its  full  extent,  she  can  dispense,  for  a  limited 
time  with  your  exports,  except  the  provision  and 
lumber  necessary  for  the  West  Indies,  with  asltt- 
Ue  inconvenience  as  you  can  with  her  manuf^ic- 
tures.  Of  tobacco  she  has  always  two  crops  on 
hand.  Of  cotton  she  hfts  probably  enough  to  car-. 
ry  her  through  the  present  war.  A  profhibition 
of  these  two  articles  only  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
merchants  and  planters  of  the  Southern  country. 
Co  occasions  or  great  national  irecessity  such  sac- 
rifices must  be  met  with  firmness.  The  citizen 
who  shares  the  blessings  of  prosperity,  must  submit 
to  sacrifices  demanded  by  the  interest  and  honor, 
of  his  country.  While,  however,  this  is  the  duly 
of  the  citizen,  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  the  Grovern* 
ment  not  to  require  such  sacrifices  until  milder 
measures  have  failed.  Let  us  test  the  principle 
how  far  commercial  regulations  may  be  relied  on. 
The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
is  well  calculated  for  this  purpose.  We  know  that 
it  will  affect  our  retenue  to  an  extent  we  can  pee^ 
manently  bear.  It  will  be  less  injurious  to  our 
iDerchants.asinvolvinga  smaller  part  of  theircapi- 
tal,  and-  allowing  time  io  give  a  new  direction  to^ 
their  commerce.  Ir  will  enable  us  her^fter  to 
decide  with  more  certainty  on  the  effect  of  mea- 
sures of  this  kind  on  ourselves,  and  how  for  they 
may  be  relied  on'asan  engine  to  operate  on  Great 
Britain.  On  this  subject,  however,  my  observa- 
tions shall  be  suspended  until  that  resolution  ^hall 
bt  un^r  consideration. 

AfiC  Nicholson  said,  he  had  been  desirous  for 
jme  days  to  offer  to  the  Committee  his  opiniotis 
on  the  subject  now  under  consideration ;  but  as 
«ther  gentlemen  had  mUnifested  a  similar  dispo- 
sition, he  had  y^ieldedthe  floor  to  them.  It  was 
now  his  intention  to  offer  such  remarks-  as  ap- 
peared to  him  pertinent. 

The  resolution  of  the  §[entleman  from  Pennsy]- 
Tania,  (Mr.  Greoo,)  in  his  opinion,  was  objection- 
able in  all  its- parts..  There  was  no  point  of  light 
in  which  he  could  view  it,  in  which  objections 
did  not  present  themselves.  He  read  and  com* 
mented  on  the  preamble ;  the  style  of  which  he 
sai  i  he  did  not  like,  because,  instead  of  a  spirit  of 
amity  and  conciliation^  it  breathed  little  less  than 
defiance.  While  we  profess  to  speak  the  lan- 
guage of  peace,  we  declare  to  Great  BritaiD,  that 


unless  she  will  meet  us  at  'that  precise  point, 
which  we  think  proper  to  mark,  we  will^  in  the 
words  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  stab 
her  in  the  vitals.  While  we  declare  that  we  ap- 
proach her  as  friends,  yet  our  style  is  that  of  an 
enemy.  The  olive  branch  that  is  held  out  con- 
ceals a  dagger  in .  its  boughs.  This  threatening 
manner  he  said  was  not  calculated  to  preserve 
peace  in  private  life,  and  how  could  it  be  expected 
to  succeed  between  nations  ?  Did  gentlemen  im- 
agine that  Great  Britain,  even,  surrounded  as  she 
was.  by  her  enemies,  was  yet  so  tame  as  to  submit 
to  threats  ?  Was  the  character  of  her  first  MiQ« 
ister  so  little  known,  as  to  induce  a  belief  tbut  he 
would  tremble  at  the  rod  held  over  him?  No,  sir, 
they  are  not  sunk  so  low;  and  if  we  really  wish 
for  an  amicable  adjustment  of  our  differences,  we 
ought  to  proceed  as  friends  and  not  as  enemies. 
A  mere  commercial  regulation  j  he  said,  might  not, 
per^iaps,  produce  war ;  it  was  the  threat  hjeld  out 
in^^the  preamble,  and  the  hostility  manifested  on 
the  ^oor  of  the.  House,'  of  RepresentaU^es^  that 
were  calculated  ^o  wound  the  national  pride  of 
Britain,  aud,  therefore,  to  excite  enmity  between 
the  two  countries.  What  does  the  preamUe  say  ? 
We  have  marked  a  point  from  which  we  will  not 
recede,  and  to  which  we  demand  that  you  shall 
come ;  if  you  do  not,  we  strike  at  your  most  es- 
sential interests;  in  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  we  wiU  stab  you  in  your 
vitals.  I^  this  the  way  to  conciliate?  Is  this 
your  method  of  opening  a  negotiation  ?  Believe 
me,  sir,  instead  of  presenting  the  olive  bmnch,  we 
carry  a  firebrand  that  will  kindle  a  flame  which 
we  may  find  it  difficult  to  extinguish.  Great 
Britain  will  feel  all  this— she  will  at  once  ask,  is 
it  fair,  is  it  manly^  is  it  honorable  to  threaten 
me  now,  when  I  am  contending  for  all  that  is 
dear  to  me  ?  Will  you  insult  me  in  my  distress, 
and  while  you  sustain  my  enemy  on  one  hand, 
with  the  other  endeavour  to  unnerve  the  arm 
which  you  acknowledge  is  raised  in  defence  of 
its  own  existence? 

if  the  subsequent  parts  of  the  resolution  were 
unolijectionable,  the  preamble  itself  would  de- 
termine me  against  the  whole*  To  preserre 
peace,  let  us  j^roceed  to  our  object  in  a  peaceable 
manner.  If,  indeed,  gentlemen  are  for  war,  then 
they  are  right  in  advocating  this  measure. 

From  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  N.  said, 
one  who  had  not  attended  to  the  points  in  dispute 
(which  he  feared  was  too  much  the  case  with  the 
great  body  of  the  people)  would  really  imagine 
that  all  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  at  stake; 
that  Great  Britain  had  assumed  a  principle  by 
which  the  whole  of  our  trade  would  be.  involred 
in  ruin.  Gommehse  and  agriculture  had  been 
called  the  hafidmaids  of  each  other,  and  high 
eulogies  had  been  pronounced  upon  the  intimate 
connexion  subsistmg  between  them.  No  one 
was  so  blind  or  so  stupid  as  to  deny  that,  uiuier 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  country^  c«ni^ 
merce  and  agriculture  were  the  mutual  assistanu 
of  each  other;  but  di4  gentlemen  imagine  that 
the  people  were  so  blind  or  so  stupid  as  to  be» 
lie? 0  that  the  commecce  which  was  connected 
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tirith  affrrcultdrej  was  tlie  subject  of  dispute  with 
Great  Britaih?  Did  they  suppose  that  tney  could 
<;i£Lst  a  veil  Over  the  real  points  of  differeoce,  as  to 

S'oduce  an  impression  or  this  kind  ?    IX  such  was 
e  hope,  he  trusted  it  would  4)e  defeated.    I^o 
inan  would  pretend  to  assert  that  Great  Britain 
had  denied  our  rij^bt  to  carry  the  products  of  our 
own  soil  to  foreign  markets,  and  to  bring*  home 
ih  teturn  such  artides  as  Were  adapted  to  the 
ti^cessity^  the'cohvenience,  or  the  taste  of  our  owd 
people,    ^he  did  liot  interfere  with  the  carriage 
of  our  com,  wheat,  tobacco,  cotton,  provisions,  or 
hioiber,  tii  those  places  where  we  could  meet  the 
readiest  sille  for  them;  and  bad  never  raised  an 
objection  to  oor  returning  with  the  products  or 
manufacture.^  of  Europe,  of  of  the. East  or  West 
Indies.    It  was  the  carrying  trade  alone  Whjich 
Was  the  stlbject  of  difieretxce.    A  trade  so  slightly, 
if  at  all,  connected  with  agHcuitufe,  that  the  con* 
ilelibn,  such  as  it  Was,  did  ndt  merit  notice  in 
discussing  the   present  t|Uestipn.     It  wisis  thai 
trade  whicli  canned  the  products  of  One  foreign 
teountty  to  ahother,  which  relieved  S^rance,  Spam^ 
and  Holland,  froni  the  pressure  of  war.  by  carry- 
ihg  on  a.  trade  for  them  which  the^  could  no  long- 
er carry  on  for  themselves — which  carried  the 
cofiee  and  sugar  of  Batavia  and  the  West  India 
islahds,  to  the  Respective  mother  countries  iil 
Europe,  thereby  relieTing  them  from  the  neces- 
sity of  convoy,  abd  the  expense  of  maintaining 
large  fleets.    This  was  the  trade,  he  said^  upon 
which  Great  Britain  haf  committed  depredations. 
It  ^&s  not  th^  home  trad^^  in  articles  of  our  own 
ptrodtice  or  for  our  oWn  consumption  \  htX  a  for- 
iiga  ti'ade,  in  foreign  articles,  for  foreign  iaarkets^ 
knd  tax  foreign  use.    It  was  the  colonial  trade 
which  France,  S^tn,  and  Holland,  moaopblized 
to  themselves  in  times  of  peace,  but  whidh  theV 
eoold  ^ot  cbmttiand  in  time  of  war,  and  had, 
therefbre,  permitted  us  to  carry  it  on  for  their  bene^ 
fit.     It  Was  a  trade,  therefore,  totally  unconnected 
Witli   ftgricUltore,  and  enjoyed  by  a  te^  tiier- 
chant^  only ;  and  it  remained  with  the  Amer- 
ieaii  people  t6  determine  whether,  for  it8  protec- 
tion, they  would  involve  the  agricultural  interest, 
and  th^  revenues  of  the  Country,  in  those  em- 
barrassments which    would    necessarily  ensue, 
upon  th^  adoption  of  the  ns^asure  propped  by 
the  gentleman  from  Penbsylvania.    He  natterea 
bioiseir  that  the  people  would  inquire,  and  that 
they  Would  hot  suffer  themselves  to  be  decdved 
by  th^  tuisrepr^ebtaiions  which  had  gone  abroad. 
The  4oeatidli  w^s  deeply  interestiofi;  to  them,  and 
he  Wished  ih^ih  to  examine  it  in  all  its  bearings. 
The  resolution,  he  said,  embrace  two  points ; 
the  otie  related  to  the' carrying  trade;  the  other 
to  the  imi^^essment  of  American  seamen.    The 
latter  had  alv^ays  been  a  source  of  great  anxiety 
to  him.    No  man  to  America  had  denlored  the 
evil,  more  than  he  did,  aiMi  none  should  be  more 
ready  to  apply  the  remedy,  when  ah  effecxual 
remedy  could  be  devised.    To  him,  however,  it 
was  a  matter  of  no  little  surprise,  that  gentleman 
had  so  long  slept  upon  a  subject,  on  Which  they 
BOW  appeared  to  manifest  so  miich  zeal.    He  him- 
fttlt  t^icef  proposed  meastii'es  witb  i  ^Uyi  to  ob- 
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tain  redress,  but  he  had  not  been  able  to  carry  theoi 
through  the  House.  Gentlemen,  who  now  zeai^ 
ously  volunteered  their  service^,  rendered  him 
no  assistai^ce  then.  At  the  last  session  he  haq 
introduced  a  ][)ili  on  the  subject,  and  such  were 
the  variety  of  objections  to  it,  uat  it  was  coufr 
mitted  and  recommitted  several  times.  Difficul- 
ties presented  themselves  from  all  quarters;  altera* 
tioos  and  amendments  innumerable  were  adopted) 
until  fioally  it  was  shuffled  through  the  Hou8% 
in  so  imperfect  a  -state  that  it  was  not  worth 
the  time  which  had  been  spent  ofi  it.  Strong 
measures  Were  not.  then  the  order  of  the  dav,  nor 
would  they  be  now,  if  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican seamen  liVas  the  oniy^roao<)  of  compfaiint 
Oreat  Britain  has  pursued  this  practice  tor  ten 
or  tvvelve  years  past,  bat  these  patriotic  jner- 
chants,  who  are  now  so  clamorous,  presented  yon 
with  no  memorials  on  the  subject  No,  air.  It 
is  the  carrying  trad^  alooe^  which  has  covered 
your  tables^witk  the  memorials  of  the  merphana% 
because  their  interests  are  affected,  and  it  is,  ou( 
of  tbi^  that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  frpn^ 
Pennsylvania  has  grown.  ,  Although  I  do  not 
admit  the  correctness  of  the  principle  assumed  by 
Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  the  carrying  trade^ 
yet  1  am  willing  to  acknowledge  that  wiSi  ipe  it 
ts  ah  object  of  secondary  importance  only,  whea 
compared  with  the  other  vioUtionsof  our  flag, 
in  the  impressment  of  our  seamen. 

Why,  Mr.  Chairman^  is  the  candying  trade  a 
secondary  consideration  only?  Because  tbedc^. 
predations  cominitted  on  it,  do  aot  affect  the  per- 
sonal rights  of  our  citizens^  nor  our  trade  in  oor 
own  products,  or  in  the  produqu  of  forei«i  Ac- 
tions for  pur  own  use^  but  all  these  are  aneoted, 
deeply  affected^  by  the  impresament  of  our  seamen. 
It  has  been  said,  indeed,  that  this  intnrruption  ff 
the  carrying,  trade  was  peculiarly  hostile,  because 
it  struck  at  bond  fide  American  property.  In 
many  cases  this  is  true,  but  in  many  I  believe  it 
is  not  tfiie;  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  for« 
eign  property  is  covered  by  our  dag.  Admit- 
ting, no  we  ver,  that  it  is  always  American  .pro- 
perty^ yet  a)l  seizures  of,  this  are  not  conyiderei 
acts  of  hostility.  It  is  conceded  by  all  that  the 
direct  trade,  between  the  colony  and  the  niother 
country,  cannot  be  carried  on  in  neutral  bottomi; 
If,  therefore,  a  cargo  of  sum  or  co&e  were  pu^> 
chased  at  a  Frencn  island,  it  would  thereby  her 
come  5ona-  fide  American  property ;  but  by  our 
ovvn  acknowledgments  it  could  not  be  cacrie4 
directly  to  France ;  nor,  it  it  was  French  property^ 
could  it  be  carried  in  our  vessels,  as,  in  1794,  i^ 
surrendered  the  prii^c i pie  that  ^' free  ships  mm 
free  ffodds."  Seeing  then,  that  we  could  not  carry 
on  the  direct  trade  between  the  colony  and  the 
mother  country,  even  when  the  property  had  be- 
come American  by  purchase,  and  that  we  could 
not  cover  French  property  under  our  fla^,  a  new 
method  was  invented  by  our  merchants  to  evade 
these  regulations.  They  went  to  the  West  Indies, 
purchased  their  cargoes  there,  returned  with  them 
to  this  country, and  then  reshipped  them  and  car- 
ried them  to  ^rance^and  Spain,  and  Holland, 
thereby  yielding  them  very  important  asiistanct 
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Id  their  warfare  against  Great  Britain.   Thi?.  Mr. 
N.  said,  was  the  new  prineipfe  against  which  Great 
B^itain  contended,  and  although  he  was  not  wiU 
liqg  to  acknowledge  th«  correctness  of  her  pro- 
ceedings, yet  he  wa3  more  unwilling  to  sustain 
our  right  at  the  expense  of  so  much  injury  as 
we  should  incur  by  adopting  the  proposed  re- 
9oltltion.    NegOtiatioDj  he  said,  ouffdt  to  be  re- 
sorted to ;  if  tnat  failed,  then  indeed,  commercial 
restriciioDs  might  be  imposed,  but  not  such  restric- 
CiODsas  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  his 
friends  advocated.    Tho!«e,  altbougfi  they  might 
wound  Britain,  would  inflict  a  stilTdeeper  wound 
on  ourselves.'  It  was  known  that  our  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  London  bad  the  subject  under  his 
immediate  attention,  and  we  had  reason  to  expect 
that  he  would  succeed  in  an  aniicable. settlement 
of  our  difierences.    Mr.  Kio^  had  former!  y  remon- 
•trated  against  similar  practices  by  British  cruisers, 
and  the  report  of  t  he  A  ttorney  Genera  I  of  Kngla  nd, 
transmitted  by  Lord  Hawkesbury,  fully  recognised 
the  justice  of  our  pretensions.    No  treaty,  how- 
ever, was  made,  and  uniil  a  treaty  is  entered  into, 
regulating,  all  our  commercial  relations,  we  can- 
not expect  that  our  trade  will  be  free  from  embar- 
rassments.   The  points  in  difference  now  between 
the  two  Governments,  are  fair  objects  of  negotia- 
tion.   The  admissions  of  Lord  Hawkesbury,  in 
his  correspondence  with  Mr.  King,  give  us  a  fair 
claim  on  the  British  Government;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  yield,  provided  the  intemperance 
^f  our  language  and  our  conduct  does  not  furnish 
them  with  a  pretext  sti^l  to  resist. 
-    What,  I  ask,  will  be  the  effect  of  this  resolution 
on  Great  Britain  ?    She  will  either  disregard  it, 
under  the  conviction  (hat  it  will  operate  much 
more  injuriously  upon  ourselves  than  upon  her, 
and  that  therefore  we  cannot  persist  in  it ;  or.  ih- 
llam«d  b^  the  threats  contained'in  it,  and  bj  tnose 
used  by  its  advocates  on  this  floor,  she  will  con- 
sider it  as  cause  of  war.     Will  it  not  be  good 
cause  of  war,  when  professing  peace,  you  use  the 
language  of  intimidation,  and  the  mover  of  the 
measure  tells  y^ou,  he  brandishes  a  dagger  in  his 
liand  with  which  he  means  to  stab  her  to  the 
Titals?  [Mr.  Greoo  said,  he  did  not  say  so.]  Mr. 
N.  coDtiuued :  it  may  not  be  found  in  the  gentle- 
nan's  speech,  but  I  find  it  in  my  notes,  and  I 
belieTe  tney  are  as  correct  as  those  of  (he  steno- 
grapher.   [Mr.  Greoo  explained,  and  said  he  did 
not  use  the  word  dagger.]    Mr.  N.  said  it  was  of 
iDO  importance,  what  the  instrument  was,  whether 
a  sword,  a  dagger,  or  a  knife,  if  he  was  to  touch 
the  Tttals.    Ir  was  a  figurative  expression,  and 
the  gentleman  miffbt  select  either  of  the  figures 
'which  he  preferred.    He  himself  had  used  the 
word  dagger,  supposing  it  the  most  appropriate, 
and  the  most  congenial  to  the  gentleman'^  own 
mind.    [Mr.  Ghego  said  he  would  take  some 
other  opportunity  of  explaining.]    Mr.  N.:   The 
gentleman  declared  the  measure  was  calculated 
to  stab  Great  Britain  in  her  viials.    I  aoreal  to 
the  Committee  if  such  is  not  their  recollection. 
The  gentleman  him'>elf  does  not  deny  it ;  he  only 
•ays  he  did  not  use  the  word  dagger.    But  if 
Great  Btitain  believes  thai  we  can  persist  in  it, 


and  sees  that  we  are  determined  to  sustain  hex 
enemy  against  her,  and  to  stab  her  in  her  vitals, 
she  will  consider  it  as  cause  of  war  and  will 
make  war. 

Are  gentlemen  prepared,  then,  to  hazard  these 
consequences?  Are  ihey  ready  to  go  to  war  for 
the  protection  of  this  carrying  trade,  in  which  the 
great  bulk  of  the  nation  have  no  interest  1  I  ven- 
ture to  assert  that  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  peo- 
ple of  (his  country  have  no  interest  whatever  in 
the  trade  for  which  we  are  now  about  to  contend. 
One  consolation,  however,  yet  remains:  let  this 
House  receive  the  measure  as  favorably  as  they 
may,  the  people,  will  condemn  it,  when  they  feel 
its  consequences.  We  may  run  headlong  in  to  war, 
but  we  shall  not  have  the  trouble  of  carrying  it  on. 
The  people  will  supply  our  places  w;th  other  rep- 
ripsentatives;  they  will  not&o  readily  forgive  lu. 
I  trtist  in  God  they  will  not. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.CaowN- 
iNSBtcLo)  thinks  the  m^sure  will  not  lead  to  war; 
but  if  he  believed  it  would,  fhis  would  be  no  ob- 
jection with  him  to  the  resolution — he  would  still 
vote  for  it.  We  can  cofivert  our  vessels,  he  says, 
into  privateers,  and  can  capture  two  or  three  Brit- 
ish vessels  for  one  of  our  own  that  #ill  be  lost. 
How;  I  ask.  is  this  to  benefit  ,the  farmer  or  the 
planter?  What  proportion  of  these  profits,  is  to 
go  into  their  pockets?  The  gentleman  may  vest 
his  capital  in  privateers, and  may  make  a  fortune. 
Here,  sir,  he  plays  the  merchant  again.  What- 
ever the  eQeet  may  be  on  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  he  is  Shylock  still.  The  nation  may  bleed 
at  every  pore,  but  he  will  have  his  pound  of  fles^h. 
This  privateering  business,  however,  will  not  do. 
Great  Britain  has  eight  hundred  ships-of-war,and 
it  ought  to  be  remeqdbered  that  she  can  fit  out  as 
many  privateers  as  we  can.  But.  sir,  the  idea  of 
our  meeting  Great  Britain  on  the  ocean  is  too 
ludicrous  to  he  repelled  by  serious  argumenL  My 
friend  from  Virginia  has  given  the  best  answer  to 
it,  in  his  prescription  of  a  straight-waistcoiit,  a 
dark  room,  depletion,  and  water-gruel.  It  U  just 
as  absurd  as  to  talk  of  fitting  out  a  privateer  to 
fight  a  seventy-four. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  another 
measure  in  reserve  to  wound  Britain.  He  tells 
Us  we  must  confiscate  the  public  debt.  This  is  a 
stranee  doctrine  for  men  who  talk  so  much  of  na- 
tionaihonor.  I  have  always  believed  it  mo^t  hon- 
orable 10  pay  our  debts,  instead  of  swindling  our 
creditors.  My  determination,  however,  has  long 
since  been  taken  on  this  point.  I  will  never  con- 
sent to  lay  iny  hands  upon  the  public  debt,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  fairly  extinguishing  it.  Let  our 
conflict  vKth  Great  Britain  proceed  to  what  length 
it  may,  I  will  never  lend  my  aid  to  defraud  her 
subjects  of  that  debt,  for  the  payment  of  which 
the  national  faith  is  solemnly  pledged.  The  na- 
tion may  do  it,  but  if  it  be  once  done,  the  viola- 
tions of  the  aationar  honor,  which  are  now  so 
loudly  complained  of.  will  weigh  but  an  atom  in 
the  scale,  when  compared  with  the  blow  you  your- 
selves will  level  at  your  own  honor,  xoo  will 
set  yourselves  up  as  a  rare  and  modern  example 
of  tne  Punicafideif  for  you  will  so  effectually  Uast 
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your  credit,  that  I  ventare  to  affirmyon  will  nMke^ 
no  more  loans.    Had  I  miUiooB  to  lend.  I  would 
not  trust  you  with  a  dollar. 

To  justify  the  meafture  now  proposedf  we  are 
referred  to  the  years  1793  and  1794$  and  because 
a  resolution  somewhat  similar  to  the  present  was 
Ihen  adopted,  and  had  well  nigh  passed  into  a  law, 
we  aro  called  upon  to  sanction  that  which  is  iu>w 
before  us.    But  will  gentlemen  undertake  to  say 
that  our  situation  at  this  time  will  justify  such 
measures  as  were  adopted  then  ?    Will  they  prer 
tend  that  we  have  now  the  same  grounds  for  hos- 
tility against  Britain,  or  that  the  two  periods  can 
be  compared  with  each  other?    Whal  was  oar 
aitoatioii  in  1793  and  1794?    We  had  made  a 
treaty  in  the  year  1783  with  Oreat  Bri^in.    Ten 
,years  after,  some  of  its  most  important  at ipolaiions 
.on  her  part  were-  unfulfilled. .  She  had  pledged 
herself  to  restore  to  our  citizensan  immenseamounf 
of  property  which  had  been  t&ken  from  them.  She 
bad  engaged  to  put  us  in  possesion  of  the  west- 
ern   poi*ts.     With  neither  of  thes6  engagements 
bad  she  then  eom  plied.    Year  after  year  she  was 
active  in  kindling  a  destraotive  war  upon  our  fron- 
tier, aad  had  let  loose  the  savages -of  the  wilder- 
ness upon  ourHpeaceable  citizens.    The  Algerines 
too  \^ere,  at  the  instigation  of  Britain,  committing 
depredations  on  our  commerce;  and.  in  addition 
lo  all  this,  she  direct/ed  a  blow  at  our  trade,  more 
injurious  than  that  which  is  now  complained  of: 
for  she  ordered  her  cruisers  to  capture  ajl  vessels 
•Jladen  with  provisions  going  to  the  French  colo- 
nics, or  returning  from  them  with  the  products  of 
those  colonies  on  board.    Then^ii  was  that  the 
measure  alluded  to  was  adopted  by  one  briinch  of 
the  L^i9lature,and  it  is  most  certain  that  we  had 
eause  enough  to^go-to  war.    But  is  our.  situation 
s^t  all  similar  now?    Haire  we  any  of  those  out* 
ngea  to  complain  of  at  this  time?    Not  one.    A 
part  of  our  trade,  it  Is  true,  is  affected,  but  it  is  that 
part  which  is.the  least  interesting  to.  the  natieui 
When  I  sa)r  this,  I  trust  it  will  not  he  beliered 
that^  I  am  willing- to  abandon  it,  or  that  I  mean  to 
filiate  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain.    My  only 
object  is  to  show,  that,  for  this  carrying  trade,  we 
^ught  not  to  bring  upon  ourselfes  the  calamities 
4>f  war,  nor  to  pursue  a  line  of  conduct,. whioh, 
JtboQgb  it  may  affect  Oreat  Britain,  will  operate 
inucli  more  injuriously  upon  our  own  country. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  measure  will  not 
l<'ad  to  .war.  This  I  am  willing  to  grant,  for  ar« 
ffument's  aake.  Let  us,  then,  take  it  in  the  meet 
favorable  point  of.  view  in  which  it  can  be  pre- 
sented, and  inquire  into  iu  consequ^neep. 

Suf^[>cise  Britain  does  not  consider  it  a  eiiise 
of  war^  but  that,  nevertheless,  instead  of  relax- 
ing 10.  ber  system,  she  should  obstinateljr  persist 
in  It.  Qentlemen  seem  to  have  looked  at  only  oqe 
aide  of  the  question,  and  appear  to  have  forgotten 
that  every  (question  has  two  sides  to  it.  in  their 
janxiety  to  injure  Britain,  they  have  not  attended 
lo  the  effects  which  their  proposition  is  calculated 
to  produce  at  home.  Should  she  persist,  in  what 
maooer  are  we  to  be  affected  by  the  proposed 
ine«A»ure?  Let  us  see  how  it  in  to  operate  on  the 
for.coue.   And  hcca  u  waaU  bg  weil  .to  jrt«ind 


gentlemen  that  almost  the  whole  of  oar  revenue 
IS  derived  from  the  duty  paid  on  the  importation 
tif  foreign  merchandise,  and  that  this  duty  aifnn- 
ally  amounu  to  eleven  millions  eight  hundred  and 
^Ay  thousand  dollars.  . 
Qur  imports  from  Great  Britain  amount  annually 

to  -.....-       .  |>27.400,OClO 

Prom  the  British  East  Indies  to  -  3,500,000 
From  the  British  West  Indies  to  ^  -  4,570,000 
From  Xew  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia, 

and  Canada,  to     -       -       -       -        540,000 

Making  in  the  whole         -       -  $36,010,000 
It  Is  uncertain  how  much  is  exported, 
but  say-       -       -       -       -,  .   -      6,010,000 

Leaving  for  importations  -       -  $30,000,000 

^  The  revenue  on  which«as  appears  by  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  amounts  to  five 
millions  four  hundredand  thirty-tWo  thousand  dol- 
lars, or  very  little  less  than  one-half  of  our  whole 
rev.enue  deritred  from  imports.  - 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  ^Mr.  Qanoa) 
thoug[ht  he  bad  gained  an  immense  triumph,  in 
showing  that  1  had  been  guiltjTof  an  error  in  stat* 
ing  (he  average  tluty  on  importations  from  Britain 
at  twenty  per  cent.,  which  he  says  is  not  more 
than  fourteen  percent  It  ought  to  be  remem* 
bered  that  i  did  not  pretend  to  speak  with  aeco- 
racy  $  for  when  I  maoe  a  few  observations  prdWe- 
ing  a  resolution  #bich  I  submitted  some  limeaince. 
[  had  no  documents  from  which  a  calculation  eouM 
be  made*  I  supposed  that  the  importations  from 
Britain  might  amount  to  twenty  five  millions  of 
dollars,  and^  taking  the  averajge  duty  at  twenty 
per  cent.,  said  five  millions  of  revenue  would  be 
isffected. .  Does,  however,  the  detection  of  the  error 
change  the  result  ?  It  does  not ;  for  it  appear^ 
by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryi 
that  the  revenne  derived  from  this  source  is  five 
millions  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dol* 
lars,  whieh  is  more  than  I  stated  it  au  Is  all  tlri^ 
then ,  to  bcLpiit.  to  hazard  ?  Are  we  to  east  it  apoa 
the  ocean  of  uncertainty,  without  helm  or  chart  I 
And  for  what  ?  To  protect  that  trade  from  wbiek 
the  revenue  is  derived  ?  No,  sir.  To  protect  that 
trade  which  carries  our  own  products  to  market 
aikd  brings  home  in  return  the  arttclesof  our  eoa« 
sumption?  No,  sir;  but  to  protect  a  trade  inter- 
esting only  to  a  few  merchants,  and,  ^  repeat  it 
again,  totally  uninteresting  to  more  than  nineteea* 
twentieths  of  the  people  of  this  coantry.  Gentle* 
men  ask.  Will  you  not  assist  the  merehaarin 
recovering  his  property?  1  answer,  Yca^  meat 
willingly,  but  not  at  this  efO'nse.  I  will  noteam* 
mit  to  chance  nearly  one*nalf  of  the  revenue  of 
the  nation,  which  we  have  already  pledged  for  the 
fair  and  honorable  discharge  of  the  nublie  debt. 
Sir,  when  I  s^id,some  days  ago,  that  five  milliona 
of  the  revenue  would  be  q^eded  by  this  measure, 
I  was  understood  by  some  to  have  slated  that  it 
would  be  dimim$hed  to  the  amount  of  ivt  mil- 
iioas.  This,  however,  was  not  my  sutement ;  for 
i  irellkaew  that  it  was  aat  ia  the  power  of  km- 


679 


HISTORY  OF  CONOEBSB. 


66» 


BLoFlU 


Na^J^poHaium  cf  GcodBfi^om  CfPeat  BrUatL 


MAHqs,  laOS. 


1  iofff  oaity  to  o«lcvlaie  the  ezt«iit  to  which  it^ 
woald  be  ai«otal.  But,  b^  prohibitttisr  the  iin- 
pof  tatioD  of  g^ds from  the  only  odUQ(ry  that  cou4d 
saroish  ali  of  them,  yoa  would  thereby  hazard  tb^ 
whole  revenue  derived  from  them)  and  a  part  of 
it  would  xsertauiJy  be  lost.  What  amount  would 
be  lost,  I  did  not  pretend  to  say;  I  do  not  now 
pretend  to  say ;  it  is  beyond  my  reaoh ;  but  tbut 
a  oousiderable  amount  would  be  lost,  seemjed  U>  be 
admitted  by  everybody,  except  the  ffentieman 
from  Massachusetts,  who  said  we  ehouid  not  lose 
a  dollar. 

[Mr.  Crowninsbield  ezplaiaed,  by  observing 
that  he  had  said  the  measure  would  not,  in  hie 
opinion,  affect  the  revenue  beyond  a  million  of 
dollars,  and  the  gentleman  had  now  reduced  it  to 
one  dotrarj 

Sir.said  Mr.NicBOLSoff,  the  gentleman  de<iiared, 
when  he  was  addressing  you  on  the  resolution^-that 
Jie  had  before  stated  he  did  not  beiievB  the  reve- 
nue would  be  diminished  otfe  million  of  detlatu, 
bat  that  he  had  since  thoairht  it  would  not  be  di- 
miiiMhed  a  single  dollar.  He  nowgoes  back,  how- 
ever, to  his  million, and  this  is  the^iifficQlty-  which 
MMMtuntly  presents  itself.  None  of  us  c^n  tell  bow 
much  thie  revenue  will  be  diminished,  though  every 
ODeacknowledges  to  a  very  greatextent.  My  feet 
ts,  thit  the  loss  will  be  equal,  at  least,  to  two- or 
thcee  Millions.  How  straiige  are  the.  argomenta 
•ieved  to  as  1  One  gen tleman  tells  yon  you  ought 
to  pcotect  commerce,  heeause  we  derive >oui^  rev- 
enue from  it  5  and  yet,  in  cbe  same  mometitjhe 
Advocates  a  measure  whioli  headm^its  n  to  deetroy 
ft  lavge  amouni  of  >tha«  very 'revenue  he  is  so 
deeirovs  of  protecting.  Another  caUs  on  you  to 
looted  the  revenue,  and  warm  yon  against  dhrect 
lases,  whilst  his  favorite  aveasure  (by  destroying 
«  considerable  amount  of  irevenae)  renders  direct . 
lasae  njBcessary.  I  warn  those  genileifoen,  in  my 
turn,  against  direct  t«xes«  Leu  tbem  take  rare 
tlnl  they  do  not,  by  agreeing-  to  this  resoiutioii, 
coaipel  the  natioa  to  resort  to  those  tiixe.4,  whleh ; 
li^y  say  was  the  roek  upon  which  the  former  Ad«> 
miniatration  split.  Let  them  reraeoiber  tbat  the 
4irQet  Ux  for  two  milliotie  of  dollare  only,  which 
wae  laid  eigiht  years  ago,  is  not  yet  receiv«din«o 
ibe  Treasury.  Will  they,  by  tidopting  this  meae- 
nra,  and  thertby  reddelng  the  revenve,  drtve^  Ub 
■MO  excbe  dvties  as  a  sobstitnte  ?  Thev  ougbi  to 
leeolleet  thai  this,  too,  was  onoe  a> favorite  scheme 
of  raising  reveaue,  though  not  •  yeTy  foriunate  or 
m  wry  popukir  one,  ae  some  eentlemen  on  the  otb^r 
Side  of  the  House  ean  testify.  I  believe,  sir,  that. 
Ihey  at  least  will  net  be  very  wflline  to  burn' their 
fin^sfe  with  it  a  second  time.  They  have  their 
cBperlcBee  on  this  point  But,  when  gentlemen 
call  upon  us  to  agree  with  them  in  a  measure  which 
they  admit  will  considerably  diminish  the  reve- 
nne,  (though  they  cannot  calculate  the  extent) 
why  do  they  not  tell  us  what  they  intend  to  pro* 
pose  as  a  sobsntute?  I  want  to  see  their  ways 
and  means  for  supplying  the  deficiency.  Until 
Ikey  show  us  these,  I,  for  one,  will  not  consent  to 
eut  off  our  present  resources.  Are  we  to  borrow  ? 
k  will  not  do,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  talk  of  borrow- 
ivgaBdofeonfiicaitijMia  the  same  breath.    We 


shall  find  sobody  to  trust  ms ;  aiid  if  we  could,  we 
must  still  find  the  ways  and  nksaas  of  paying. 

Let  us,  however,  pursue  this  resolation  throo^h 
aU  its  effects,  aad  still  continue  to  consider  it  m 
as  favorable  a  point  of  view  as  ite  best  friends  can 
wish  for ;  iet  it  be  admitted,  that  we  can  proeare 
iroiD  other  ooontriee  ail  those  articles  which  we 
prohibit  the  imponatioa  of  frotti^  Great  Brttam, 
aiod  of  course  that  the  psveuue  will  dot  be  dimia- 
ished  itfBll.  It  may  yet  be  worth  While  toinqdiine, 
whether  the  neeeseary  cefosequences  ifaat  most 
follow,  will -net  oeerate  most  injuriously  upofi  the 
eitiaeas  of  the  United  Etates;  1  say  nothing  of 
the  great  difficultjr  which  the  importiog  merchante 
must expetienoe  in  eheagiiig  their  eoafse  of  trtde, 
from  that^  ch^nuei  in  which  it  has  been  eecos- 
tomed  to  flow  for  .eighteen-or  twenty  yearsj  ap- 
pcmiting  new  agents,  and  fbrming  new  cetr^ 
poiidence  upon  the  continent  of  Ekirdpe^  and  the 
absolute  impossibility  of  obtaining  lbs  same  cre- 
dit there,  that  they  enjoy  in  England ;  these  are 
minor  oonsideradons.  fiut.  sir,,  let  us  inquife 
whether  the  merchaoti  and  the  agricvlturists  will 
experience  no  loss  from  this  change.  We  export 
unnuaitT  to  Oreet  Britain,  of  domestic  produce, 
more- tban  thirteen andan  half  milltons ef dellaie, 
and  to  her  coltdttial  possessions  more  than  six  min 
lions,  making  in  the  whole  upwards  of  twenty 
millions  of  dmkrs ;  to  all  the  rest  of  the  world  we 
"export,  in  domestic  produce,  only  about  nineteen 
and  an  half  mtUions  of  dollars.  F*rom  Oreat  Bri- 
tain we  get  her  manufacteres  in  exebenge  fo^ 
our  produce  and  it  is  seld  thet  we  can  plocuve 
the  same  articles  from  other  countries;  this  ia 
admitted  for  argumem'sake;  bttt  tboseothet  cotm«- 
tries  will:  not  jNirchase  our  domestic  produce,  they 
do4iot  want  it  9  it  hiust  therefore  still  go  to  Great 
Britain,  and  .her  coKmiee,  If,  indeed,  they  will  le*- 
beive  it;  and  it  must  there  be  sold.  What  ihea 
willhe  the  state  of  the  case?  We  shell  smmially 
have  in  Shiglaad,  for  produce  sold  there,  sAif  ht 
hills  of  exchange  drAwn  by  ihe.  colonies,  more 
than  twenty  ntmiODs  of  dollurs;  this  svm  tfost 
be  seat  to  the  eoatiaent  of  Europe,  to  per  for  the 
goods*  we  purchase  theee.  I  now,  therefore)  aek 
gettileiaien  if  they  have  eafeulated  the  effeeuof 
forcing  this  kn^  suui  out  df  its  aatUrid,  or  fithet 
out  of  its  habitual  ehanael  7  Have  ther  oakvla- 
ted  the  effect  to  be  pttfdaced  ot>  ^^nge,  by 
sending  anauellf  from  Bngland  tnore  then  twehty 
millions  of  dollars/  over  and  above  the  cHntdnfary 
remittaatees  9  Let  them  look  to  a  late  oeetiri^feiieot 
a  considerable  sute  of  flioirey 'W^s  lately  to  be  re*- 
miUed  froitf  Bag^attd,  to  pay  the  BHti^froops  OA 
the  coatiiieat,  and'  it  itpas  necesMirily  done  by  bflis 
of  exchange.  It  wae,  as  ours  will  be,  a  traasaw^- 
tfon  out  of  the  ordinary  course ;  and  1  am  well 
infenned  that  it  had  the  itAmedfate  effsf 1 10  raise 
the  rate  of  excbati|r6  fifteen  per  cent.  The  State 
of  Maryland,  wrthin' the  last  year,  had  three  httn- 
dred  thpusa^d  dollars  in  Bn^^nd  to  he  be  reiciit* 
ted  to  this  country,  and  even  for  this  small  amount 
the  Stste  was  obliged  to  pay  one  per  cent,  above 
par.  Am  I  Act,  then,  fully  warranted  in  sayioff, 
that  when  the  Americui  merchants  Will  annually 
ho^ia  Snglamd  more  than  twelae  miUiOBS  of 
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dollars,  to  be  ramitted  to  tb9  coatln^tat,  to  be  forced 
out  of  iu  .ordinary  Qoufse,  ibto  oew  and  extraor* 
diaarjr  chaaoebj.that  it  will  raiae  the  pciae  of  ex^ 
cbaoge,  at  Iea;st,  from  six  to  ten  pitfr  eeat.,  apd  that,- 
therefore,  aa  anoaal  loss  will  be  iaeurred,  fiom 
twelve  hundred  thoasand  to  t vo  mUiioaa  of  dol- 
lar»1  This  los9  will  not  fail  upoa  those  who  eoo* 
sQiiie  f  o«r  produce  ia  Gnglaaa^  noc  I  believe  upao 
your owa  merchaofts  who  buy  it  here;  for,wLeo 
they  are  makiog  their  poichases  here^  they  will 
«aio4ilate  the  losses  they  ste  to  sQAtaio  abroad,  aad 
these  wiU  be  couMdefed  in  the  prices  whieh  thef 
will  pay  J  the  neoc^isarjr  ^onsequenee  therefore  is, 
that  t|ie  prioe  of  Amerieao  produce  omat  sink  in 
proportion  to  thisgreat  loss,  and  that  the  loss  will, 
of  eoane,  faU  upon  American  agriculture.   • 

l^gain,  sir,  as  to  the  effect  upon  the  market  £6r 
American  prodnce.  We  send  f^fingleacl  and  her 
colooiee  large  qiialHtttes  of  oar  native  prodnctioii&$ 
I  will  instance  eotton  aletae.  In  IdO^^we  exported 
to  JfiDffkod  35,770,000  pocmde  of  eotioa,  yaljied  at 
%%XU,y79\  in  ISOd,  it  would  be  stili  Aiare,  be* 
cau^e  ia  180^,  we  exfiorted  ta  Liyerpool,  78,253 
bali^,  and  in  the  three  drat  quarters  of  the  year 
180^  the  eKport  tp  Luvenwof  was  ^3:614  bales ; 
thu^a  it  appears  that  Bnglaod  is  a  great  aad  ia-^ 
creasiog  market  for  our  c^ttoa*  We  Import  from 
Eoglaad  all  the  eeiltoa  goods  we  us^ except  the 
white  and  stained,  cottons  whteh  oofne  from  the 
filast.  Indies.  By  dimieahin^  the  importation  of 
these-. ^Abries,  we  of  course  'diminish  the  deiBand 
for  our  own.coti^n;  for  nothing  is  more  clear, 
than  that  asawOn  aa  we  refuse  to  import  her  cot** 
toa  .manufaorure%  she  must  refuse  to  buy  of.  us 
the  iraw  material  opt  ef  which  they  are  mada^ 
The  oaasequcAee  wiU  he  a  redqctioo  In  the  jnriee 
of  our  eoti0a,  to,  the  amount,  probably  of  fifty  or 
one  bt^ndred  per  cent.  With  some,  howerer^ 
thia  redueuou  m  the  nriee  nsay  not  be  v^rfr  ohjeef 
tioqahle;  I  mean  witA  those  mevc'haqts,  who  are 
tcadtng  to  India  vith  large  capitals,  aad  who  tell 
y^U-they  can  furnish  uawith  eotton  |ioods  from 
theaofiw  For  these  men  say  as  soon  aa  cotton  can 
be  bought  in  this  couutry  at  twelve  and  an  half 
or  fifteaa  cents  per  pound,  it  will  haeome  a  ffood 
esipovt  to  ludia  as  a  substitute  for  money*  Now, 
hojwev^ev  agreeable  it  may  be,  to  these  merahaats 
to  inedreaas  theix  Ibrtuuc^,  by  reducing  the  price  of 
eottout  I  imagine  it  wiil.Aot  be  rerv^  favontbiy 
cpi^aidered  by  the  planters  of  the  Southern  States, 
who  ct^d  their  cottop  to  Baffland,aud  sell  it^from 
twettfjpfive  to  sixty  cents.  This  is  one  of  the  d"- 
fec^  to  he  pnodoced  on  the  Soathef n  States,  and 
the  geutlem^n  from  Qeoigia  ooaaiders  them  more 
iuteeeated  in  this  measure  than  the  others.  Thi* 
m^y  bo  truei  but  I  mean  to  show  that  the^  Middle 
Slates  are  very  .much. interested  ia  it  iikewisa  I 
do  not  intend  to  notice  the  tobacco  of  .Maryland, 
Virgioia^  and  North  Caroliiia,  aUhougk  in  this 
article  we  axpprt- to  England,  from  two  aad  an 
half,  to  four  and ^u  hai?  millions  of  doUacs  an- 
nually. We  expert  to  the  British  West  Xodiea, 
in  flour»  corn  mealj  other  provisions,  aad  lumber, 
.aaoually,  aboat  six  milUonsaad  fifty  thousand  M^*^ 
iaiu.  '  We  receiv<0  in  return  rum,  siiger,  and  ooffee, 
4e  tbi»  eflwiiat  of  U^m  %^  nn  half  luiUioof  ot  dot 


iars.;  the  remainder  partly  in  specie^  but*principaliy 
ia  bills  of  exchange  on  England.  If  we  refuse  to 
take  these  four  mllltons  and  an  half,  in  (he  pro^ 
ducu  of  these  islands,  can  the  West  Indian  pftantet 
purchase  ourartudes  at  as  high  a  price  as  he  now 
pays  for  them  ?  Certainly  not,  and  the  ioevita- 
ble  effect  will  'b^  to  reduce  the  value  of  ail  thosa 
products  which  are  the  grbwth  of  the  Middle 
States.  In  fiict,  it  may  be  said  generally,  that 
when  you  prohibit  the  importation  into  this-oooo- 
try  of  aU-articles  of  the  growth,,  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  Great  Britam,  you  thereby  diminisk 
their  ability  to  pnschase  die  p/odneu  of  our  own 
country,  (or  whioh  Oreat  Britain  furbishes  a 
greater  market  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world  be* 
sides.]^  The  more  extensive  the  prohibition,  the 
more  extedsive  the  injury  to  ourselves. 

I  have  examined  the  resolution  of  the  gende* 
Qian  irom  Pennsylvania,  under  thme  different 
views:  First.  Thai  the  manaer  in  which  it  ia 
expressed,  together  with  the  language  of  those 
who  support^'  it,  would  be  calculated  to  prodoee 
war.  Secondly.  That,  by  adopting  it,  we  should 
hazard  nearly  one-hiilf  of  our  revenue,  a  consid- 
erabl^  part  of  which  would  be  lost.  And  thirdly* 
That  ir  neither  of  these  eiecta  were  produced^  tna 
Xiecessary  consequence  woold  be  a  vast  dimtau- 
tioo  in  the  value  of  our  own  products,  which 
wonld  fatl  upon  the  agricultural  part  of  tne  com- 
munity alone. 

I  most  now  he  permitted  to  recur  i^Q  to  t&ia 
s^ond  point,  for  the  ))orpose  of  showing  that  wn 
cannot  oe  aupplied  with,  many  important  artiolea 
from  other  nations^'  whidi  we  get  Irom  Great 
Britain,  and,  of  course,  tbattbe  wholnof  the  revfe 
eaue  collected  from  tnese,  will  be  aunk  to  tbn 
United  Status.  I  am  aware,  Mr.  Ghairmauiof  thn 
difficulty  of  proving  a  ne^i«e— it  can  only  hn 
done  by  examining  the  positions  held  by  your  ail* 
versariea,  and  by  showing  the  weakness  of  their 
arguments.  *  Aiul  here  I  may  be  permitted  to  ex« 
press  a  wish,  thtft  gnntfeman  who  sOty  we  can  be 
supplied  from  other  countries,  had  oieredna,  m» 
stead  of  their  opinions,  some  proofs^  someanthotf* 
ides.  But  we  have  had  none.  Sinoe  I  offered  n 
reoolntion,  seme  days  af^b,fr>rapajtial  prohibition 
only,  I  have  been  asteiled  by -anonymous  lettera 
andanonymons  wviterain  newspapers,«ttempting 
to.  prove  that  the  cronnd  which  I  then  tooh  waa 
not  tenable;  and;  I  am  aosry  to  say,  that  i  have 
found  mora  argument  in  thmn  than!  have  heavd 
on  this  floor.. 

My  position,  whan  I  submitted  the  veaointion 
for  a  partial pmohtbitioo,  was,  thcitour  revenue  waa 
derived  from  imposts;  that  licarly  one«half  of  it 
aroae  from  the  articles^tmpoeted  from  Great  Brie* 
ain,  and  that  with  a  great  proportion  (in  amonot^ 
of  these  we  Coidd  niMbe  supplied  bv  other  nations. 
This  position  I  still  maiaiaiu»  and  will  endeavov 
to  provh^it  by  the  docomeala  now  on  thcv table. 

From  the  dooumei^s,  it  appears  that,akhougb 
we  exported  to  Great  Britain  and  belaad,  in  the 
year  1804.  of  our  domestic  produce,  oaly  (|1 1,78  V 
000,  yet  tnat  we  imported  fnuu  these  two  ^oei| 
in  gOMads  paying  the  ad  valorem  duty,  more  than 
double  thalsum^  emhracing  wiih»  ineonaidesahle 
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czceptioos,  all  the  woollen,  cotton,  linen,  sil^ 
metal,  earthen, glass,  and  paper  manufactures,  and 
amounting  to  about  26.000.000  of  dollars.  In 
tbatjrear  we  imported  from  all  the  world  (includ- 
ing Britain  and  Ireland)  in  the  same  kind  of  goods 
paying  the  ad  valorem  duty      -  S33.772.125 

From  Great  Britain  and  Ireland         -  26,000,000 


Leaving  this  as  the  amount  of  imports 
from  all  other  parta^of  the  world  ,  -  .  7,772,125 


In  the  same  year  we  exported  to  all 
Europe,  including  Great ,  Britain 
,  and  Ireland,  of  domestic'  produce    -  23,085,000 

Of  this  we  sent  >  to  Britain  and  Ire* 
land -  11.787.000 


Leaving  for  the  export  to  the  contt-  • 
nent  of  Europe        -       -       -       -11,208,000 

Supposing  the  merchant  to  have  gain- 

ed  for  his  freight,  insurance,  risk^ 

4bc.,  only  thirty-three  and  a  third  per 

eent^  and  I  believe  it  is  more  fre- 

« qaently  fifty  per  cent.,  you  must  add    3,766,110 


Leaving  this  sum  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  at  the  disposal  of  our  mer- 
chants     15.064.110 


Of  these  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,. about  one- 
lialf  are  sent  to  England  by  means  of  bills  of 
exchange,  to  pay  for  those  goods  which  we  get 
from  thence.  •  Now,  is  it  not  fair  reason,  if  the 
goods  which  we  get  from  Britain  and  Ireland 
could  be  purchased  on  the  continent,  that  ouf 
merchants  would  supply  themselves  there,  where 
the  money  is,  rather  than  be  at  the  trouble,  ex- 
panse, and  risk,  of  remitting  it  to  England  1 .  If 
coarse  woollen  cloths,  for  insunce.  are  to  be  had 
from  Germany^  why  are  they  not  brought  to  us  ? 
And  is  it  not  an  incontestable  fact  that  we  import 
none  of  them  ?  It  is,  sir ;  at  least,  such  is  the  in- 
formation which  I  have  oi>iained  from  mercan- 
tile men  of  the  first  respectability,  both  on  this 
floor,  and  in  the  large  trading  towns  of  the  United 
States.  In  fact,  the  information  which  I  have 
received  from  them,  gives  the  same  result  as  to 
woollen,cotton,  metal,  and  earthen  manufactures. 
It  appears  impossible  that  we  could  be  supplied 
from  the  continent  of  Europe  with  these  articles, 
when  we  could  sell  our  own  products  at  better 
prices,  and  obtain  these  goods  on  better  terms,  by 
exchanging  the  one  for  the  other  in  the  same 
market.  The  truth  is,  that  we  get  none  of  them. 
And  why?  Not  because  we  have  not  money  on 
the  continent  to  purchase  with,  but  because  the% 
are  not  to  be  had  there. 

I  offer  this  as  a  general  argument  to  meet  the 
assertions  of  those  gentlemen,  who  ssy  that  we 
can  be  supplied  elsewhere  than^from  Britain. 

It  has  more  than  once  been  alleged,  that  we 
can  get  from  Germany  ail  the  coarse  woollen  cloths 
that  we  require,  and  Saxooyin  particular  has  been 
mentioned  as  being  capable  of  furnishing  a  large 
supply.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  newspaper  contain 
ing  an  extrad  from  a  German  periodical  work.. 


This  extract  has  been  published  for  the  y  orpose 
of  showing  that  some  statements  heretofore  made 
by  me.  relative  to  the  German  manufactures,  were 
imperfect.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  quite  prudent 
to  notice  in  the  House,  attacks  made  upon  us  in 
the  newspapers,  but  as  there  is  nothing  personal 
in  this,  and  it  is  said  to  contain  historical  facts, 
published  at  this  moment  for  information,  I  will 
ventore  to  examine  it^  What  I  shall  read  will  be 
the  extracts  from  the  German  work.  It  states 
that  the  "  Electorate  of  Saxony  has  about  two  roil- 
'lions  of  inhabitants.  It  contains  eighty-nine 
'  large  and  small  towns,  the  inhabitants  of  which 

*  priocipally  subsist  by  the  manufacture  of  wool. 

*  The  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  woollen 

*  manufactures  are  calculated  at  eighty-five  thou- 

*  sand." 

As  Saxony  has»been  selected,  the  presuroptioit 
is  that  it  is  one  of  the. most  considerable  mann- 
facturing  States  in  Germany,  and  as  a  face  of 
very  great  importance;  it  is  stated  that  eighty-five 
thousand  of  its  inhabitants  are  employed  in  manu*' 
factoring  wool.  Supposing  the  same  proportion 
to  exist  throughout  all  Germany,  between  the 
whole  population,  and  that  part  of  it  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  wool,  it  follows  that  lebs  than 
one  tweatteth  part  are  concerned  in  this  bratich. 
How  then  can  the  woollep  manufactures  in  Ger- 
many bear  a  compifrison  with  those  of  England? 

The  counties  in  Eoglaod  in  which  the  manu- 
facture of  wool  is  mo>t  extensively  carried  on, 
ai^  Lancaster,  York,  Wilts.  Gloucester,  SomerseL 
Essex,  and  Devonshire ;  and  I  learn  from  a  work  at 
very  high  authority,  Postlethwayt^  Universal 
Dictionary  of  Trade  and  ComroieFce,  that  in  the 
parish  of  Halifax  only,  in  Yorkshire,  there  are 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  manufacture  of  kerseys  alone.  If 
then  in  a  single  parish  this^reat  number  of  per- 
sons are  engaged  in  maoufacturing  one  speciea 
only  of  coarse  cloths,  what  number  may  we  im- 
agine areemploved  in  the  woollen  manufacture 
throughout  England  ?  I  find  from  the  same  au- 
thority that  not  less  than  one  million  are  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  fine  cloths  only,  and  aa 
those  of  a  coarser  kind  are  more  extensively  osed^ 
I  think  it  fair  to  calculate  that  two  millions,  at 
least,  of  the  people  of  England  are  emjiloyed  in 
the  manufacture  of  woollen  cloths.  This  is  equal 
to  one^fourth  of  their  whole  population.  What' 
then  is  the  consequence?  It  is  this — that  iir 
England  where  one^fourth  of  the  people  carry  on 
(he  manufacture  of  wool,  they  can.  not  only  sop- 
ply  their  population  of  eight  millioos,  but  also 
have  large  quantities  for  exportation ;  while  in 
Germany,  where  it  is  carried  on  by  a  twentieth 
part  only,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that. they  cao  ex- 
part  any,  after  supplying  their  own  population  of 
about  twenty-six  millious.  I  do  not  believe,  how- 
ever, that  they  do  even  supply  their  own  po|m- 
lation,  and  I  think  this  is  proved  by  an  extract 
from  the'same  German  work,  that  I  hate  just  read 
from..    "  The  British   manufacturers  (says  this- 

*  German  author)  consider  the  Saxons  as  danger- 

*  ous  rivals.    British  a^nts,  by  making  large  pur- 
'  chasee  ia  shearing,  raised  the  price  w  fine  wooi 
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^  in  Saxony,  in  1804, 19  per  cent.,  and  of  the  coar- 

*  ser  kinds  between  60  and  70  per  cent.  The/ 
'  endeavored  to  ruin  the  Saxop  manufacturers. 
'  and  almost  succeeded.     When  the  coarsest  wool 

*  cost  from  four  to  five  rix  dollars,  a  piece  of  coarse 
'  cloth  was  sold  at  13  to  14  rix  dollars.  Now  the 
'  same  wool  costs,  by  reason  of  British  purchases 
'  chiefly,  8  to  9  dollars;  the  price  of  cloth  oug'ht 
'  therefore,  to  be  30  rix  dollars,  but  itnportations 
'  from  England  keep  it  at  16  to  18  rix  dollars." 
Whai  then  are  the  facts  disclosed  in  this  extract? 
They  are  these,  (and  I  consider  them  as  deciding 
the  question,  as  to-the  supply  of  cloths  to  be  drawn 
from  Germany,)  that  the  British  manufacturers 
can  go  into  Saxony,  purchase  up  the  Saxon  wool, 
carry  it  to  England,  manufacture  it  into  t:loth, 
leturo  with  it  again  to  Saxon y/pmy  the  duties  with 
double  insurance  and  double  freight,  and  after  all, 
can  undersell  the  Saxon  manufacturer  in  bis  own 
markei.  Again,  sir,  Postleihwayt,  in  his  valu- 
able workj  says,  that  in  Leipsic,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  Saxony,  and  certainly  among  the 
most  commercial  in  Germany,  at  their  fairs,  which 
are  held  twice  or  three  times  a  year,  an  immense 
trade  is  carried  on  in  English  cloths.  In  addition 
to  this,  I  will  state  further,  that  a  most  respectable 
Gertn'ah  house  to  whom  i  applied  by  letter,  say 
in  their  answer,  "from  the  best  information,  we 
'  ftan  collect,  we  learn  that  the  coarse  cloths  which 
'  are  made  in  Germany,  are  generally  of  an  indif- 

*  ferent  quality,  and  not  faithfully  manufactured." 
Can  it  then  be  said,  after  a  knowledge  of  ttiese 
facts,  that  we  can  be  supplied  from  Germany  with 
those  coarse  cloths  which  we  now  get  from  Eng- 
land ?  The  finer  ones  I  believe  may  be  had  from 
France  and  Holland,  but  not  those  of  a  coarser 
kind. 

Gentlemen  speak  of  this  resolution  as  goinff 
merely  to  a  proikibition  of  luxuries;  these  1  shafl 
be  willing  to  surrender  as  soon  as  any  man.  But. 
sir,  the  luxury  of  a  substantial  cloth  coat  in  a  cold 
winter's  day,  or  a  warm  woollen  blanket  in  a  cold 
winter's  night,  I  do  not  'wish  to  see  denied 
to  the  people  of  this  country.  As  to  woollen 
blankets,  they  manufacture  none  in  Germany, 
except  those  which  are  called  hor^s  blankets' 
Those  for  household  use^  are  all  made  of  coUon, 
and  how  readily  our  habits  can  be  accommodated 
to  these,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  show,  with  what  suc- 
cess the  Committee  must  determine,  that,  by 
adopting  this- resolution,  we  hazard  a  war;  that 
the  coarse  of  commerce  will  be  materially,  sud- 
denly, and,  therefore,  injuriously  changea;  that 
inasmuch  as  we  cannot  procure  rrom  other  coun- 
tries many  important  articles  with  which  Britain 
supplies  us,  the  revenue  will  be  much  diminished  ; 
and  that  the  value  of  our  orwn  products  will  be 
lessened  to  an  incalculable  amount.  Having  been 
a  considerable  time  on  the  floor,  1  feel  extremely 
exhausted,  and  will,  therefore,  close  my. remarks, 
although  it  wa?  my  wish  to  have  said  much 
more  on  this  subject:  particularly  to  point  out 
the  different  effects  to  oe  produced  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  measure  now  under  discussion,  and 
that  which  was  sabmitied  by  myself.    To  my 


own  proposition,  however^  I  am  not  exclusively 
attached.  I  have  thought  and  do  still  think  it  the 
best  which  has  been  proposed.  This  I  trust  will' 
he  the  opinion  uf  the  House.  Believing  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  towards  this  country  not  to 
be  justified,  I  am  willing  to  unite  in  such  mea- 
sures as  may  induce  her  to  do  us  justice.  But  I 
will  not  go  to  the  extent  proposed  in  this  resolu- 
tion, because  I  am  persuaded  it  will  operate  much 
more  injuriously  upon  ou/selves,  than  upon  thpse 
whom  we  intend  to  afiect  by  it. 

Mr.  MacoK. — Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  myself 
bound  by  the  call  which  has  been  inade  by  three 
gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  (Messrs.  Qrego,, 
Smilib,  and  Findley.)  with  whom  I  have  lon^p 
been  in  the  habit  of  triendship,  a  friendship  oa 
niy  part  sincere,  to  state  the  reasoQs  which  will 
govern  my  conduct  op  this  occasion ;  whether  they 
may  be  satisfactory  to  others  or  not,  they  are  per* 
fectiy  so  to  me.  That  a  difference  of  opmion  sub- 
Ms\k  between  the  members  with  regard  to  the 
measures  best  adapted  to  the  present  crisis  of  our 
affairs,  is  evideiit  from  the  number  of  resolutions 
on  yodr  table.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
liken  this  resolution  to  one  agreed  to  in  1793 ;  but 
are  they  alike?  I  think  not.  .That  was  general,' 
an^  operated  alike  on  every  part  of  the  Union, 
while  this,  in  my  opiBion,is  specia^,  and  will  only 
operate  on  one  part  of  the  ITnion  ;  and  this  par- 
tial operation  will  be  severely  felt  by  that  section 
of  the  country  which  I  in  part  represent.  Be- 
sides this  clear  diffefence  in  the  two  resolutions, 
will  not  all  the  three  gentlemen  agree  that  there 
is  a  great  and  striking  difference  in  our  affairs 
with  Great  Britain — in  1793  and  now?  Her  mo- 
tives may  be  as  unfriendly  now  as  then ;  but  I 
speak  of  fact.s  known  to  all,  not  of  motives;  she 
then  held  the  western  posts,  she  then  detained  an 
immense  propertv  belongina"  to  the  Southern  peo- 
ple, both  in  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 
She  then  instigated  the  Indians  to  war  on  the 
frontiers,  and  then,  as  at  this  time,  impressed  our 
sailors  and  captured  our  vessels ;  besides,  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  not  then  relinquished  ihe  princi- 
ple, that  free  ships  should  make  free  goods.  Itl 
relinquishing  this  principle,  they,  in  a  great  meas* 
ure  lost  sight  of  the  carrying  trade,  by  peaceable 
means;  but,  if  gentlemen  wish  to  turn  to  Europe, 
they  will  find  that,  in  1793,  the  treaties  of  Pavia 
and  Pilnitz  were  in  force.  Let  the  facts  which  I 
have  stated  be  compared  with  those  of  the  present 
day,  and  all  must  confess  that  there  is  a  very  con- 
siderable difference.  I  have  said  this  much  to 
show  that  there  is  no  analogv  in  the  facts  of  (he 
present  time  and  those  of  1793,  and  that  there  is 
no  change  of  opinion  iii  me.  If]  however,  I  am 
mistaken,  it  is  an  honest  mistake. 

This  nation,  in  my  opinion,  must  take  her 
choice  of  two  alternatives;  to  be  happy  and  con- 
tented, without  war,  and  without  internal  taxes; 
or  to  be  warlike  and  glorious,  abounding  with 
what  is  called  honor  and  dignity,  or  in  other  words 
taxes  and  blood.  If  it  be  ihe  nrst,  the  people  will 
continue  to  enjoy  that  which  they  have  hitherto 
enjoyed — more  privileges  than  has  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  any  nation  with  whose  history  we  are  ae- 


m 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


6S& 


H-ofRp 


Kati'In^fortatiim  of  Qoodsfrom  Oreai  Britain' 


Mavch,  isoe. 


•ag^^inted;  they  will,  i^s  they  have  done,  live  plen- 
nfally  oo  their  farms,  and  such  as  c noose,  will 
-o^rry  on  a  fair  trade,  by  exchanging  our  surplus 
j^roductions  for  si(ch  foreign  articles  as  we  may 
^apt.  If  we  take  the  other  ground  we  shall,! 
fear,  pursue  the  sfin^e  career,  which  has  nearlv,  or 

?'i:^ite  ruiqed  all  the  other  nations  of  the  globe. 
,ook  at  the  people  of  England,  legally  free,  but 
^If  their  ti^e  fighting  for  the  honor  and  dignity 
^f  i^e  Crown,  and  the  carrying  trade,  and  see 
whether  they  have  gamed  anything  by  all  their 


people  po^sfssing  ^  fertile  country  and  fine  cli 
^^te,  having  the  honor  to  figh^  and  be  taxed  as 
^uch  as  they  could  bear,  for  ijie  glory  ajid  dig- 
nity of  the  grand  monarquc.  Let  U3  turn  from 
tpese  two  great  nations,  and  view  Switzerland 
during  the  same  period;  though  not  powerful 
like  tqe  others,  we  shall  see  the  people  free  and 
b^ppy  without  wars,  contented  at  home,  because 
^hey  had  enough  to  live  comfortably  on,  and  not 
oyertaxed.  The  history  of  these  three  natiops 
Quq^ht  to  convince  us  tbat  public  force  and  lib- 
erty cannot  dwell  in  the  same  country. 

I  Taean  not  to  impute  improper  motives  to  i^ny 
0ne,  nor  to  examine  the  /our^ial  after  changes, 
t^ougli  I  am  perfectly  williqg  to  have  it  thumned 
over,  from  th?  day  1  took  a  seat  in  the  House  to 
the  present.  aAer  my  name;  and  if,  on  exao^ina- 
tjon,  U  shall  appear  that  T  have  changed  my  poli- 
tical principles,  or  have  not  uniformly  adhered  to 
y^em,  I  am  witling  to  bear  the  name  of  a  politi- 
cal hypocrite.  I  ha.ve  formerly  been,  on  very 
S're^t  que^tionsj  in  very  small  minorities;  on  a 
^pst  importanjt  question,  in  a  minority  not  aufli- 
^i^xi/L  to  command  the  yeas  and  nays.  I  will  say 
no  more  on  this  subject ;  nothing  can  be  mor.e 
disagreeable  thaq  to  talk  about  one's  ^ir  and 
^Qtmng  could  justify  '\i  but  the  call  which  has 
|e^n  made ;  perhaps  i  have  already  said  too  much 
op  it,  but  it  was  impossible  to  say  less. 

The  dispute  with  Great  Britain  is  moat  un- 
^ifestionabiy  for  the  carrying  trade ;  a  trade  which 
is  less  benencial  to  the  nation  than  any  other,  and 
a  trade  which  has  produced  most  of  our  disputes 
iyith  foreign  nations,  ai/d  it  is  the  only  trade  that 
requires  expepsi ve  protectioii.  Will  ^n  y  one  con- 
tend that  this  trfide  is  half  as  important  as  the 
f^oasting  trade?  This  cannot  and  will  not  be  coo- 
tencjed,  for  every  one  knows  that  the  coasting  is 
tl^e  best  trade.  It  not  only  exchanges  the  pro- 
4ucta  of  ot|e  nart  of  the  nation  for  those  of  an- 
other, but  it  also  tends,  by  making  us  better  ac- 
quainted with  each  other,  to  connect  us  more  in- 
timately, and  to  make  every  part  harmonize  for 
the  public  good.  The  trade  which  I  consider  the 
next  best  for  a  nation  to  carry  on,  is  the  direct 
trade  for  home  consumption,' by  which  the  aur- 
jdus  produce  of  one  country  is  exchanged  for  that 
of  another ;  and  in  this,  as  in  every  branch  of 
trade,  this  great  rule  will  be  adhered  to — buy 
cheap  and  sell  dear  if  you  caq.  With  the  coast- 
ing and  direct  trade  agriculture  is  more  nearly 
cpiinected  than  with  any  other.    But  a  nation 


may  be  agricultural  withput  being  commercial. 
The  Swiss  cantons  and  Milan  were  of  this  de- 
scription, and  it  may  be  remarked  that  Milan  is 
the  most  populous  country  in  Europe.  China  is 
said  to  be  ot  the  s^me  character;  but,  as  little  js 
known  of  that  country,  \  shall  not  ouote  it  to  es- 
tablish a  f^ct  which  is  clearly  established  by  ibe 
other  two.  A  country  may  also  be  commercial 
without  being  h^hly  agricultural,  as  was  the  cs^e 
with  Venice  ^d  soi^e  other  &urojpeaa  Powers. 
But  let  us  pursue  that  system  which  our.  own  e]^« 
perience  has  proved  to  be  the  best  for  the  Unite(f 
States;  for,  since  the  adoption  of  ti^e  present  Con- 
stitution, and  before  ti)ia  day,  we  have  had  tryin^^ 
times.  It  will  be  remembered^  that  during  the 
French  Revolution,  we  had  complaints  against 
France.  Her  GoYecnment  issued  orders  of  which, 
we  justly  complained ;  one  of  them,  I  believei 
declared  all  the  productions  i^nd  manufactures  ot 
Great  Britain  to  be  contrabiELnd  of  war;  this,  if 
executed,  would  have  nearly  cut  off  all  communi- 
cation with  a  nation  with  whom  we  carried  oa 
the  greatest  trade,  what  djd  wethei^  dol  W^ 
sent  Ministers  to  Prance,  with  two  of  whom  she 
refused  to  have  any  intercourse,  but  pretended  ta 
be  willing  to  negotiate  with  the  other.  All  the 
Ministers  finally  returned  hoine.  and  we  took  hall 
way  measures  against  her,  wblcn  are  the  worst  of 
all  measures,  and  which  produced  %  sort  of  iialf 
war,  which  l  believe  injured  us  more  than  her— 
for  besides  the  actiial  expense,  which  may  be  esti- 
mated at  not  less  than  ftlO,ODO^OOO,  it  nearly  ruined 
the  agricultural  people  by  reducing  the  price  of 
produce ;  flour  it  reduced  from  twelve  and  fimiv 
teen  dollars  per  barrel  to  six ;  aud  tobacco,  from. 
ten  and  twelve  dollars  per  hundred  to  threes  an4 
it  had  no  doubt  the  same  efiect  on  other  aiti- 
cles  of  exportation.  And  ^oipr  were  we  relieved 
from  t)iese  evils  ?  We  agaip  sent  Ministers,  who 
were  received,  and  they  made  a  treaty.  Besides 
what  has  been  before  stated  d  the  conduot  of 
Great  Britain,  it  will  not  be  forgotten  that  she 
declared  all  Frapce  in  a  sfate  of  blockade,  an4 
this  order  would  have  cut  off  all  commercial  in* 
tercourae  with  her,  who  then  wanted  much  of  oiu 
produce.  To  Great  PritaiU}  also,  a  Minister  was 
sent,  and  h^  made  a  treaty.  1  am  now  desirouf 
that^he  same  steps  should  be  pursued  before  we 
adopt  decisive  measuxes.  We  once  laid  an  em- 
bargo, of  which  we  tired.  This  shows  tjie  neces- 
sity of  acting  cautiously,  and  of  taking  no  meas- 
ures which  we  cannot  adhere  to.  All  the  gentle- 
men who  have  supported  the  resolution  now  un- 
der consideration,  have  expressed  doubts  whether 
it  would  produce  greater  effects  on  Britain  or 
ourselves.  This  is  surely  doubting  its  policy,  and, 
if  its  policy  l>e  doubled  by  ita  friends,  what  ought 
to  be  the  result  of  our  inquiries,  especially  whea 
it  is  believed  that  its.  adoption  will  materially  in- 
iure  one  part  of  the  cQuntrY,ai)d  that  partentirer 
ly  agricultural?  Does  the  public  good,  about 
which  we  have  heard  so  much,  require  that  ^ 
measure  which  its  friends  seem  to  think  of  doubt- 
ful policy,  ought  to  be  accepted,  when  none  caa 
doubt  but  it  will  injure,  it  not  sacrifice,  the  real 
interest  of  a  part  of  the  cqmmui^ity  ?   Exjimine 
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t|ie  report  of  the  Secre^ry  qf  the  Treasury,  and 
it  wiif^  at  ooe  glance,  showftotn  what  quarter  the 
frreat  ej^port  is  made  tq  Great  Britain ;  cut  off  the 
import,  and  yoawiU  Ie$sea  the  price  of  the  ex- 
port, if  itshail  be  exporte()*  But  we  are  told  that, 
we  are  bound  <o  protect  commerce,  meaning,  t 
auppqsej  that  this  resolution  mu^t  be  adoptedl 
Then  it  we  are  really  boupd.  and  th^e  is  no  dis- 
cretion, nothing  of  ezpedieiicy,  there  ia  i^o  occa* 
sioti  for  thi3  iAvestigation,  But  gentlemen  well 
Vqow,  tl^at  op  every  qqestiof),  discretioB  may  9,d4 
^ill  be  exercis^.  But  have,  we  really  dona  noth- 
ing for  con^merce  ^nd  i^^isationl  Oh  this  sqb- 
ject  I  can  confideqtly.  appeal  to  those  most  inter- 
ested. What,  since  the  adoption  of  tlie  present 
Constitution;  has  made  this  the  second  commeir* 
cial  nation  in  the  world?  Before  that  we  had 
h^t  Ut^e  olaim  to.  the  character  of  a  commercial 
people.  H^s  i\ot  the  proteoting  duties  qn  the  ton- 
nage of  fpreigp.  vessels,  and  on  gdo^s  impoued  in 
them,  produced  the  ejpfql?  They  l^ave  jwpuced 
to  our  vessels  the  earryipg  our  oyfix  productions, 
wh,ich  encourages  navigation  in  uroportion  to 
their  bt^Ik.  Let  ffentlem^  inquire  me  number  of 
cargoes  which  ^oba,cco .  and  cotton  alone  furnish 
the  Jlmerican  vessels.  Besides  this  encourage-, 
menlgiven  tq  navigation,  has  not  a  lavv  beej^ 
passed  to  favor  the  fisheries,  and  thereby  to  foriix 
^ilors  for  the  u^  pf  the  merchant  service  1  U 
xp^y  be  right  here  to  observe  that  I  neither  ap- 
Srpved  nor  voted  for  that  law,  but  no  attempt  hi^s 
eve^  feeen  made  to  repeal  it. ,  This  is  tl^  encpur: 
ijgeo^eqt  by  which,  during  ^,  time  of  peace,  w^ 
have  t^ecome  the  second  comcfiercial  nation  in  tl^. 
virodd.  and  this  too  in  the  short  space  of  time  since 
th^  adoption  of  the  present  Coostituiion-T^ay,  if 
you  please,  sipce  the  3d  of  March,  1789.  One 
cpn;9iequenpe,  i|  Utile  curious^  is  produced  by  this 
encouragement,  which  is  tbl8:.Whe^  Europe  iq 
at  ^eace,  the  ptot^ctiqg  duties  prevent  any  cbn;^ 
{ketition  by  foreign  vessels  to  carry  our  produce 
tiot^s,  an4  when  at  war,  so  tpaay  of  our  vessels 
parry  for  the  belligerent  nations,  that  freight  ts 
yearly  as  high  with  us  as  it  Is  with  them«  si^  that 
what  the  agtioultpral  people  pay  in  tim^  of  p^ace 
to  encourage,  they  lose  the  ben^  pf  when  Eu- 
rope is  at  war,  and  when  it  is  paot^t  n^anted. 

Ampjng  th^  argijii^ents  urged  to  show  th^  effect 
pf  this  measure  on  Great  firitain,  one  is  that  it 
'^till  insure  us  a  pqw^fnl  aid  in  that  country; 
^t  ttxe  British  merchants  and  ma,nufacturer9, 
'  whpse  interest  will  be  seriously  affected,  iisili  give 
ypu  all  their  assistance.  Tbis  argument  has  be«p 
i^onidetely  answered  by  a  gentleman  from  €kqr- 
fl^ia,  {Mr.  Early.)  But  if  gentlemen  really  calpn- 
lafe  to  ipake  friends  on  the  other  side  of  theirater, 
It  aeeins  to  me  that  a  di^erent  plan  woqld  pro- 
duce paore  effect.  Cut  off  all  intercourse  between 
thena  aud  us.  aqd  adhere  to  the  plau  long  eooqgh, 
i^^d  you  will  fiqd  the  merchants  and  manufactu- 
lers  of  England,  joined  by  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  West  indies,  to  hav^  the  intercourse  opened* 
The  Assembly  of  Jan^ajca  have  acknowledged 
trbat  they  cannot  set  supplies  in  plenty  .except 
from  the  IJnited  States;  out  this  plan  woul^  op^ 
erf^tj^  9?  iQUch  €ia  beef,  ppjck,  fish,  aad  fb\xx,  as  PU 


tobacco  or  cotton.  But  this  would  be  too  strong 
for  them,  while  they  are  desirous  to  adopt  a  meas-, 
ore  which  will  have  the  same  effect  on  cotton  and 
tobaccp.  What  is  this  but  a  sacrifice  of  a  part  of 
the  agricultural  interest  of  the  country  to  what; 
they  &2lieve  will  be  a  protection  for  the  carrying 
trade  1  I  should  like  it  quite  as  well  if  the  attempt 
was  pot  to  be  made  ^olely  at.  the  risk  of  one  part 
of  the  Union.  The  evil  is  felt  \n  one  part,  hut 
the  remedy  is  to  be  applied  m  another.  Ado|A 
gene^l  measures,  which  will  operate  equally  la 
every  part^of  the  country,  and  ji  the  shoe  is  ta 
pinch,  let  it  piqch  all  alike,  and  all  will  then  be^ 
wilting  to  have  it  off  as  soon  aS' possible. 

t  am  witling^  acknowledge  tha^  a  dollar  gqt 
h^  this  carrjring  trade,  and  ma^e  |ke  property  of 
the  nation,  is  just  as  good  as  j^  dollar  *gpt  any 
other  way.  even  l)y  the  cultivation  of  land.  BuJ^ 
4oes  it  follow  from  thence  that  ^ou  are  to  maka 
more  sacrifices  to  get  the  doUar.ia  that  way  thaa 
it  19  wor^h  ?  I  thipk  not.  The  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  besides  its  unjust  and  piartiai  operation, 
^ill  considerably  affect  the  rev^ne,  and  no  waya 
and  meatM  sire  proposed  to  meet  any  deficiency. 
Qja  the  present  question  we  risk  a  revenue  pf  ten 
millions  d(  dollars  raisied  pn  the  consumption  qf 
foreign  articles. in  the  Utiion,  to  ffain— what?  (I 
speak  only  of  reyppve)  an  additfoaal  sum  o{ 
9850,0CX)2  which  additional  sum  you  will  lpSje|M| 
soon  as  you  depart  from  your  neutrali^*  It  ia 
asked  asaia  and  affaiojjf  we  have  not  a  right  to 
thetraoe  about  which  so  much  has  been  said  9 
If  the  doctrine  that  free  ships  should  make  frec^ 
goods  had  obtained,  there  coul4  he  QQ  doubt  oi^ 
the  question ;  hut  I  mean  qot  to  examine  the  right 
bpt  the  effect  of  the  resolution;  nor  dp  I  meaa  tqt 
deny  that  the  trade  is  of  some  ose  to  the  nation* 
Merchants  would  hot  so  ao^iously  pursue  it,  if 
they  made  no  profit  by  it;  a^d  their  profit  adds  ta 
the  national  stock,  and  may  afii^t  tbe  price  o( 
pative  articles  offered  for  sale.  I  am  also  willing  ta 
acknowledge  thait  a  cargo  of  fiour  or  any  other  nar 
tive  production  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  and  there 
fairly  exchanged  for  sqga^,  and  the  sugar  brought 
hoq^/tha.t  the  sqgar  is  ais  much  ours  as  the  pro^. 
duce  of  pur  own  soil,  and  this  sugar  so  x>b^ae4 
we  have  a  right  to  carry  to  those  that  may  wan| 
it,  Bui  tne  question  before  the  Committee  is  apt 
a  questiop  of  right,  but  of  expediency.  Is  the  pro-, 
tection  which  will  be  given  to  this  carrying  (rade.. 
by  the  adoption  pf  tbe  resolution,  of  that  sort  apa 
of  such  certainty,  as  tp  justify  the  adoption  of  a> 
measure,  which  will  operate  excessively  hard  OQ. 
one  part  of  the  Union?  The  right  of  deposit  a^ 
New  Orleans  before  we  purchased  the  couptryi 
was  certainly  as  well  established  as  our  ri^ht  tg^ 
carry  cpffee  and  sugar  to  France  and  Spain,  oc 
anywhere  else — it  was  a  Pgbt  acknowledged  by 
'  treaty*  But  when  the  deposit  was  refjised,,  whM 
did  we  do  ?  we  took  pacific  measures,  apd  succeed-^ 
ed.  We  heard  then  much  about  honor  and  dignity, 
and  that  it  was  our  duty  to  enforce  pur  right  by 
^rm&;  but  notwithstanding  all  this,  we  adopted  np 
measure  like  the  present;  we  then  aqted  for  tha 
general  welfare,  uoe^  it  follow,  because  I  aip  opi- 
posed  tp  the  resolution,  tha.(  X  ap  upwiUipg  toj^ 
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oar  citizpns  to  own  vessels?  It  does  not.  I  am 
willing  they  may  bave  as  maby  as  they  please, 
and  do  what  they  please  with  them,  so  that  they 
do  nut  involve  the  nation  in  war  by  them.  On 
this  subject  (he  interest  of  the  ha^bandman  in 
New  Hampshire  and  Georgia  are  the  same. 

The  getitleman  who  introduced  the  re&olution 
expressed  a  wish,  that  no  party  or  geograpbical 
feelings  should  be  brought  into  the  deblite.  If 
there  was  no  cause  for  geographical  feelings,  why 
then  wish,  or  why  anticipate  them?  Let  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  exam- 
ined, and  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  cause  for 
this  feeling;  indeed  the  statement,  jnade  from  that 
document  by-a  gentlemen  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Early)  must  have  convinced  all  of  (he  partial 
operation  of  the  resolution.  On  the  first  page  of 
the  report  it  appears,  that  the  annual  exports  to 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  are  estimated 
at  about  $15,690  000,  of  which  sum,  tobacco  and 
cotton  alonemake  $6860,000;  it  also  appears,  that 
we  exported  to  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  in 
Europe,  for  each  of  the  three  years  ending  on  30th 
of  September  :-^in  1802,  the  sum  of  $12,066,521; 
and  that  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  pitch,  tar,  and  rosin, 
made  of  that  sum  $8,485,762;  in  1808,  the  sum  of 
$16,459,264.  and  that  the  same  articles  made  of 
that  t^nm,  $11,912,493;  in  1804,  the  sum  of  $11,- 
787659.  end  that  the  same  articles  made  of  tnat 
sum,  $9,443,807.  These  articles  are  selected,  be- 
cause they  are  the  produce  of  otie  section  of  the 
Union.  The  same  part  of  the  country  produces 
the  following  articles  in  common  with  other  parts 
of  the  nation,  but  the  proportion  of  each  is  not 
known :  flour,  wheat,  beef,  pork,  staves,  heading, 
boards,  plank,  scantling,  timber,  flaxseed,  skins, 
wax,  hams,  bacon,  turpentine,  spirits,  lard,  and 
Indian  meal,  and  I  may  add,  picKled  fish;  some 
of  these  articles  are  carried  to  the' Middle  and 
perhaps  to  the  Eastern  States,  and  are  there  ex- 
ported, or  consumed;  and.  if  consumed,  enable 
them  to  export  more  of  their  own  productions. 

It  has  been  said,  that  we  have  no  complaint 
against  any  nation,  except  Great  Britain.  I  wish 
most  sincerely  we  had  not,  and  that  all  nations 
would  act  as  honestly  towards  us.  as  we  have  done 
and  are  willing  to  do  towards  tfiem ;  but  in  ex- 
amining this  subject,  we  ought  not  to  deceive  our- 
selves ;  truth,  aud  truth  alone,  should  be  our  aim 
and  guide. 

Have  we  do  complaints  against  France  and 
Spain.for  the  conduct  offome  of  their  people  on  the 
dcean?  I  mean  not  to  say  a  word  about  the  con- 
d^uct  of  one  of  them  on  our  Southwestern  frontier. 
What  has  been  the  practice  at  Cuba?  to  take  our 
vessels  and  sell  them  and  their  cargoes,  whether 
with  or  without  a  trial  I  know  not.  The  owners, 
I  believe,  have  generally  lost  both  vessel  and  cargo. 
And  how  havenhey  treated  your  seainen?  turned 
them  on  the  first  shore  they  could,  and  l^ft  them 
to  get  home  as  they  could.  But-  it  may  be  said, 
this  is  done  by  picaroons,  and  without  the  consent 
of  their  Governments,  and  that  thes^  Governments 
do  not  justify  those  who  act  in  this  piratical  way. 
The  Government  of  Cuba  must  have  knowledge 
of  these  fkcts;  they  are  committed  too  near  it, 


and  too  frequently, to  remain  long  unknown;  and 
we  cannot  have  forgOT  that  Captains  Murray  and 
Chauncpy  have  both  very  lately  been  cruising 
on  our  own  coasts  to  drive  these  picaroons  from 
it;  besides  all  this,  we  nave  heard^  that  a  French 
fleet  lately  burnt  all  the  American  vessels  it  met 
to  prevent  their  giving  information  of  the  course 
it  was  steering.  In  this  case  they  treated  the 
crews  well,  at  least  I  h^ve  not  heard  to  the  con- 
trary, and  -promised  to  pay  for  the  property  de- 
stroyed. No  one  will  contend  that  the  fleet  had 
a  right  to  destroy  this  property.  These  facts  are 
not  stated  to  exculpate  Great  Britain,  but  to  show 
that  gentlemen  are  mistaken,  when  they  say  we 
have  1^0  complaints  except  against  England; 
again  A  her,  I  agree  with  the  gentlemen,  we  have 
well  founded  complaints. 

The  gentleman  first  up,  from  Pennsyltania,  has 
observed,  that  the  contraband  trade  was  generally 
carried  on  bv  foreigners.  [Mr.  Grboo  explained, 
and  said  he  had  observed  tha^  he  believed  this  to 
be  the  casein  manv  instances.] 

Mr.  Macon.— I  thank  the  gentleman  for  the  ex- 
planation, as  I  have  no  wish  to  misstate  what  has 
been  observed,  but  the  dlfierence  in  the  statement 
will  not  afiect  the  question,  that  foreigners  may 
be  concerned  both  in  illicit  and  contrauind  trade. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  there  are  some  facts  known 
to  all,  that  will  show,  that  others  besides  foreigners 
have  been  concernea  in  business  not  the  most  hon- 
orable. The  petition  of  Nicklin  and  Griffith,  now 
before  theHouse,  contains  the  proof  that  an  Amer- 
ican, with  an  American  register,  covered  a  vessel 
for  a  foreigner,  whoarmed  vessels  to  fifht  their  way 
into  the  St.  Domingo  trade.  I  have  heard  it  was 
not«  foreigner  but  an  American  who  fitted  out 
the  Leander  for  Miranda,  and  who  by  thisaet  run 
the  risk  of  committing  the  peace  of  the  country. 
I  understood  that  a  was  an  American.  In  stating 
these  facts  I  mean  no  reflection  on  the  merchants; 
they,  like  every  otherclassin  the  community,  have 
among  them  good,  bad,  and  indifferent.  The  same 
gentleman  said  he  was  nat  willing,  to  protect  the 
wild  carrying  trade.  I  know  not  what  this  wild 
trade  is,  unless  it  be  that  which  will  involve  the 
nation  in  war ;  it  is  not  the  contraband,  because 
that  no  one  will  protect. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  if  we  adopt  the  reso- 
lution, and  cannot  get  what  we  want  from  Great 
Britain,  we  will  manufacture  for  ourselves.  This 
sounds  well  on  this  floor,  but  I  very  muchdouht  the 
practicability  of  making  this  nation  manufacture 
for  itself,  while  we  have  land  enough  for  every  in- 
dustrious citizen  to  become  a  land  holder,  and  a 
cultivator  of  the  soil.  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts have  tried  the  experiment,  and  both  with- 
out success,  and  both  on  articles  in  which  it  was 
most  likely  to  succeed  ;  if  these  States,  with  their 
population,  could  not  succeed,  what  chance  of  suc- 
cess is  there  iirother  States  ?  The  practicability 
ought  to  be  satisfactorily  shown  before  we  enter 
on  the  plan.  It  may,  ad  has  been  said,  prevent 
our  wives  from  wearing  silk  gown9,and  ourselves 
from  wearing 'broadcloth ;  whether  it  will  produce 
this  effect  is  quite  uncertain  ;  fashion  is  as  great 
a  tyrant  a^'any  we  have  to  contend  with ;  it  will, 
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I  feat,  be-difBcuh  to  destroy  \tfi  iDflttence,  hy  legis- 
lation.   The  gentleman  from^  Pennsylvania  (mr. 
Smiue)  and  myself,  plain  as  we  are,  are  Doth 
obliged  in  some  degree  to  yield  to  it ;  we  can  nb 
more  contend  with  it,  then  we  can  fly  to  Europe. 
Thegentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Crow- 
vinshield)  has  told  as,  that  the  balance  of  trade 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  is  tensor 
twelve  millions  annually  against  us,  and  endea- 
vors to  support  the  assertion  by  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    It  is  true  that  the  re- 
port states  a  balance  against  us  of  911,710,000,  and 
this  the  Secretary  attempts  to  account  for;  no 
doubt  he  has  done  it  as  well  as  it  can  be  done  from 
cuatoflB-house  books.    -But  surely  every  one  must 
be  convinced,  that  you  cannot  rely  on  them  for 
the  balance  of  trade ;  this  balance  is  always  a  se- 
cret, and  depends  mucli  on  the  economy  and  in- 
dustry of  those  concerned  in  trade.  'Is  it  possible 
that  this  balance  can  really  be  against  us^  and  that 
it  has  been  against  us  ever  since  the  establishment 
of  the  present  Constitution,  and-that  our  commer- 
cial interq^urse  should  be  constantly  increasing 
with  tbatiiation  7   It  seems  to  me  to  be  impossible. 
If  the  balance  was  really  so  much  against  us,  our 
merchants  would  haye  long  aioce  declined  the 
trade.     There  i»  a  ttade  carried  on  with  the  Brtt- 
i»h  dominions  in  the  East  Indies  from  the  United 
States  which  appears  by  the  report  to  be  more 
against  us  than  thai  just  mentioned,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  gentleman  nrom  Massachusetts  will  not 
say  that  the  balance  of  that  is  against  us.    The 
aoDual  exports  to  which  are  ^130,000,  and  the 
annrual  imports  $3,530,000.    Here  ia  a  greater  bal-* 
ance  appearing  aRaiost  us,  than  that  stated  by  him| 
because  the  whole  exports  to  the  first  have  been 
stated  to  be  $15,690,000,  and  the  whole  imports 
are  927,400,000.    The  India  trade  I  have  always 
tiaderstoud  was  very  profitable,  perhaps  as  much 
so  as  any  carried  on  from  the  United  States.    But 
the  same  report  informs  us,  that  on  the  whole 
trade  of  the  nation  there  appears  to  be  a  balance 
against  us.  of  $6,855,000.    Can  there  be  anything 
more  astonishing  than  this,  and  is  it  not  evident 
that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  custum- house 
books  for  the  balance^of  trade  ?    Look  at  the  peo- 
ple, happy  and  prosperous  beyond  example;  all 
classes  doing  well ;  the  old  part  of  the  country 
rapidly  improving;  the  new  settling  with  unheard- 
of^suceess;  the  villages  growing  into  towns,  and 
the  towns  becomitig  cities;  and  all  this  with  the 
last  mentioned  balance  against  us.    Philosophers 
and  statesmen  may  talk  about  the  balance  of  trade, 
but  if  they  confine  themselves  to  the  information 
to  be  derived  from  custom*house  books,  they  might 
as  well  read  Robinson  Crusoe. 

The  same  gentleman  said,  if  war  should  come, 
we  could  take  more  fromi  Great  Britain  than  she 
could  from  us ;  that  we  had  done  so  in  the  Revo- 
Imionary  war.  Without  inquiring  into  pasi  cap- 
tures, let  us  examine  the  situation  of  both,  at  both 
periods.  We.  are  certainly  much  stronger  now 
than' We  were  at  anytime  during  the  war;  we 
have  moremen,  and  more  tonnage,  and  more  prop- 
erty on  the  ocean ;  and  could,  if  the  -same  naval 
force  coald  be  had  to  operate  oa  the  British  navy, 


now  as  then,  nearly  destroy  her  commerce.  '  But 
this  cannot  be  had.  At  that  time  the  navies'  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  wereall  united  against 
her,  and  tne  navies  of  the  two  first  for  some  time 
disputed  possession  of  the  channel  with  hers.  The 
navies  of  these  are  now  gone.  But,  besides,  the 
armed  neutrality  acted  upon  her  like  a  powerful 
screw ;  under  the  pressure  of  all  these  she  nearly 
sunk  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  war.  Play  fair's 
Political  Atlas  fully  demonstrates  this.  No  doubt 
in  case  of  war,  by  privateering,  we  could  take  many 
of  her  vessels ;  si^ppose  we  took  more  of  her  ves- 
sels than  she  did  of  ours,  would  this  be  a  commerce 
that  would  be  beneficial  to  a|fricuhure,  or  to  the 
merchants  engaged  in  exportinfi^  by  fair  and  rej^- 
ular  trade  the  productions  of  tne  country  ?  No, 
it  would  not.  In  the  regular  trade  everything  is 
certain,  in  the  other  all  uncertain. 

It  has  been  said  w«  miffht  sequester  the  debts 
due  from  this  country  to  Britain,  and  thus  indem- 
nify oursdves.  This,  I  never  will  consent  to,  so 
long  as  the  treaty  made  by  Mr.  Jay  is  in  force ; 
however  I  may  disapprove  that  instrument.  I  con- 
sider the  faith  of  the  nation  as  much  pledged  by 
it,  as  it  can  be  by  any  engagement  she  can  entet 
into  with  any  foreign  Power,  But,  it  has  been 
observed,  that  we  may  repeal  the  treaty,  and  thus, 
I  suppose,  ffet  clear  of  the  objection  to  sequestra- ' 
tion,  which  is  derived  from  it.  We  have  once 
before  tried  this  plan  of  repealing  a  treaty^  with 
other  half-war  measures; 'but  the  repeal  aid  not 

Sroduce  any  consequence  favorable  to  the  United  * 
itates.  Suppose  you  repeal  the  treaty  bylaw, 
and  then  undertake  to  negotiate,  and  your  Minis- ' 
tens  are  as^ed,  are  you,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
peal, at  war?  What  answer  will  be  given?  This 
treaty,  too,  provides  against  sequestration  incase 
of  actual  war;  what  opinions  civilians  and  jurists 
may  entertain  of  the  repeal  of  such  treaty,  1  know 
not.  But,  be  this  as  ii  may,  I  never  will  consent 
to  aid.  in  blasting  the  fair  fame  which  this  nation 
has  deservedly  acquired  for  honesty  and  fair  deal- 
ing; in  this  she  is,  in  my  opinion,  inferior  to 
none.  I  sincerely  hope  the  gentleman  who  used 
the  expression,  will,  from  his  known  candor,  on 
reflection,  take  it  back.,  '^ 

I  very  sincerely  regret  that  a  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  8milib,)  ascribed  to  a  senti- 
ment delivered  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  J.  RanoolphJ  a  tendency  to  dissolve  the 
Union.  In  my  mind,  it  had  no  such  tendency. 
The  dissolution  of  this  Union  ought  not,  I  con- 
ceive, to  be  mentioned  in  this  House  on  any  pre- 
tence whatever,  and  certainly  ought  not  to  be 
hinted  at  on  slight  grounds.  I  believe  every  State 
and  every  part  or  the  country  attached  to  the 
Union.  Indeed,  the  Union  may  be  compared  to 
a  chain,  the  value  of  which  depends  on  its  being 
whole,  nut  may  be  destroyed  by  taking  any  onb^of 
its  links  away ;  and,  whoever  breaks  the  chain  by 
which  the  States  are  linked  together,  will  render 
the  whole  people  miserable. 

I  come  now  to  that  part  of  the  subject  where 
every  man  must  feel  the  injury  done  to  his  fel- 
low-citizens. 1  mean  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen.    Is  there  a  father  who  does  not  feel  this  ? . 
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No ;  not  one  io  the  natioo ;  and  that  man  who 
shall  devise  a  certain  remedy  for  this  evil,  will 
deceive  the  thanks  of  his  country )  he  will,  indeed, 
be  its  greatest  benefactor  ^  he,  like  the  impressed 
sailor,  wiU  have  a  place  in  the  tenderest  i)art  of 
the  hearts  of  (lis  countrvmen.  If  a  plan  to  .pre- 
vent this  injury  was  only  made  known,  the  Tery 
knovledge  of  the  plan  would  pi^t  an  end  to  the 
injury.  But  can  aentlemeq  tterlously  believe  that 
the  adoption  of  the  resoluiion  will  produce  this 
eJQTect?  The  means  are  not  adequate  to  the  eadi 
I  conceive ;  at  least,  it  remains  to  be  shown  that 
they  are.  I  will,  without  hesitation,  state  vrhat  I 
believe  to  be  the  best  remedy  for  the  evil.  It  is. 
this;  to  agree  with  Great  Britain  that  neUbef 
country  shall  employ  the  sailors  of  the  otharj  and 
to  agree,  also,  on  the  proof  that  ahsiH  bo  required 
on  both  sides ;  we  might  expect  that  Great  Bfit- , 
aio  would  adhere  to  an  agreement  of  this  fcitid, 
because  it  would  be  her  ioterest  to  do.so,  and  oa 
ber  interest  alone,  I  ^should  rely.  In  considering 
this  subject,  we  must  look  a(  things  ^9  they  really^ 
are,  and  not  as  we  woi;^ld  wjsh  them  to  be.  The 
British  Government  exercise  the  right,  or  rather 
thepower^  of  impressing  their  sailors;  apd,  I  be^ 
lieve.  in  tiine  of  war,  of  prohibiting  their  going 
into  Toreign  service.  Under  tliese  circun»sUQ- 
ces,  it  may  be  advisable  for  9s  not  to  employ 
them,  notwithstaodiog  we  may  do  U  with  their 
consent,  especially  if  U  wovld  prevent  their  im* 
pressing  our  countrymen,  (f  the,  nperchantf 
reallv  qe  the  friends  of  th^  AmerigiM  ^ilors,  they 
would  willingly  agree,  to  such  a  regulation.  If 
they  would  not  be  willing,  is  it  not  clear  they 
would  employ  British  sailors  at  the  risl^  of  having 
oqrs  impressed  1  On  this  subject  it  might  not  be 
innproper  to  state  (hat,  I  have  been  informed^  in 
some  parts  of  the;  World,  certificates  of  porionshe-r 
log  American  citizens  are  so)d,  and  ^hat  the  mar- 
ket has  been  well  supplifd.  I  have  also  hqen  in* 
formed  ihat  a,  British  officer  in  Philadelphia, 
actually  procured  one  f*^  the  purtM^of  enabling 
him  to  go  home.  This  favored,  Great  Britain.  I 
have  given  this  information,  tp  show  that  oitb^rs, 
basides  citizens,  may  obtain  certifipates.  Impress- 
ments, I  fear,  can  ooly  be  prevented  by  negotia*^ 
tipn ;  iadeed,  I  have  heard  tnat  the  two  Qov^ra- 
ments  have  been  e42gaged  00  thia  it^terestm^  sub- , 
ject.  I  hope  it  wilT  ok  resumed,  and  that  U  will 
end  in  securipg  to  our  country ne^.  their  safety  qq 
the  Qccan. 

Wears  told  that  tke  nation  calls  for  strong 
meitsures,  that  the  President  bsia  recommended 
then^,  and  that  men  of  the  greatest  talenta  think 
them  requisite.  This  may  be  true,  but  as  I  hav^ 
neither  seea  nor  he^rd  of  this  call  of  the  ia(iQD, 
and  as  I  do  not  know  the  opinions  of  others,  I 
shall  certainly  pursue  my  own.  The  first  Mes- 
sage of  tne  Psesident  to  Congress,  mos(  nnqaes- 
tioaably  pointed  as  strong  toward  Spain,  as  it  did 
tq  Qreat.Britain ;  and,  hitherto,  but  little  has  been 
said  about  the  usage  we  received  from  her.  .  But 
the  recommendation  of  tha  President  alone,  is  not 
always  a  gond  reason  for  l^islating,  I. apprehend, 
becauae  every  President  has  racopme^ded  sub- 
jects far  tha  couj^ider^tiofi  qf  Cpagf assi  on  wkk^ 


nq  act  was  ever  passed.  If  ever  the  liberties  of 
this  nation  are  deatroyed  by  strong  measures,  it 
will  be  when  the  r^ommendatioa  of  the  Presi- 
dent shall  alone  be  deemed  good  cause  for  their 
adpptioq.  At  present,  we  have  choice  of  all  the 
resolutioQs  on  the  taUe,  notwithstanding  all  that 
has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  one  now  under  con^ 
sideffttion*  No  doubt  can  be  entertained,  bat  tba 
movar  of  each  thinliEs  his  own  the  Jbei^  Fran 
the  number,  it  would  seem  there  was  no  diffieuky 
in  finding  leqpiedies  for  (he  injoriee  wa  have  va- 
ceived. 

Agaiq :  we  mpat  adopt  this  reaoltslicin,  or  we 
shall  be  degraded.  Hhi^  is  no  new  phrase  to  me ; 
I  ha^ve  formerly  heaMl  it  bo  often^  aiia  on  ao  Maa|r 
occasions,  that  I  hava  become  a  aort  of  a  skeptic 
onic  We  shtil^not  bodmaded  by  Uving  in 
peace  with  all' the  world.  We  shall  not  be  de- 
graded by  not  followieg  the  example  of  the  Bar 
ropean  natioqa,  by  rushing  into  war,  on  every  op« 
portunity  that  may  oServ  War  ia  nothing  bnt 
another  name  for  blood  and  taxes;  we  shall  not 
be  degraded,  being  free  and  happy  at  home ;  bat 
we  shall  he  degradad,  if  we  fail  ia  paying  the  m^ 
tional  debt,  or  if  we  refuae  to  observe  treaties 
constitutionaliy  made.  This  'wiU  be  the  'waraft 
kind  of  dfegradaiioa,  because  it  will  proceed  fsooa 
a  ifapt  of  morality,  fo  order  to  indaoe  as  to 
adopt  the  resolutioe,  we  are  aetjovsly  laid  that 
the  re  venae  is  derived  from  cqmxlieree.  This  I  de- 
ny, and  say  that  it  is  derived  from  the  whole  labor 
ot  th^  commnnity.  S|pp  the  laborer  in  his  field| 
and  tha  revenue  ia  ione.  Commerce  is  useful,  it  ia 
the  QMans  by  which  our  j^doctions  are  fxchang- 
ed  for  the  produatioas  of  otiiei:  oountriea. 

It  has  been  said  (hat  the  knd  tax  overtkrev 
one  Adminislratioa ;  adopt  this  meaifBre,  and  yoa 
may  possibly  overthrow  another.  I  doubt  whethei 
the  gentleman  who  made  the  assertion  ia  altoge- 
ther corMot  in  point  of  fact;  it  may  have  aided 
l>ttt  other  laws^ere  passed^  which  undoubtedly  had 
mora  effect,  and  were  more  obnoxioos  ia  the  part 
of  the  cQoniry  where  I  live.  I  tneaa  the  attempt 
to  raise  an  army  without  an  actual  war ;  an  armj 
of  offioera,  almost  without  aoMiairs ;  tke  Alien  and 
Sedition  lawa.  It  waa  abo  aaid,  we  were  pledged 
to  protect  thia  carrying  trade.  Thia  reminds  ran 
of  wbat  I  once  hearid  said  before,  whicb  is  this: 
that  we  were  pledged  to  pay  the  salaries  of  certain 
judges,  after  the  law  was  repealed  aader  which 
thev  were  appointed.    I  believe  we  are  as  maek 

fledged  in  oiMe  case  as  in  the  other,  and  not  mora; 
know  of  nothing  binding  in  this  cottntr9[,  except 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws»  A  majoci^  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress  may  paas  a  law  to  gire 
the  carrying  trade  what  protection  they  pleas^ 
and  tbat  law  will  be  binding.  We  mie  abo  oalted 
on  to  become  the  ohampiooa  of  the  laws  of  nn** 
tiona.  as  if  all  nations  would  at  once  agree  with 
us  wliat  these  laws  realijr  are,  and  as  if  a  mafacity 
of  them  adhered  to  their  principles  j  when  wa 
know  that  scarcely  a  nation  in  Burope  pays  any 
regard  to  them  ^  and  that  the^  will,  at  difiereat 
tiroes,  entertaia  difiereot  opintosui  on  the  aama 
sobject.  Have  not  aaost  of  them  foraaerly  de- 
clarat^  that  uee  ahipa  ah»aM  maket  ine  0ood%  and 
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fefftv^  flot  Bomie  of  the  ^ftnie  nations  ^nce  gireh  up 
tfie  priMipte?    Before  we  oodetialre  this  btisv 
liess,  wooid  it  not  be  pnident  to  endeavor  to  a^er^ 
Ikiti  the  o|>iDi^ns  of  other  nations,  whose  interest 
Daav  be  most  like  our  own  ?   1  wish  flo  dlianoe 
with  any  of  them  ;  but,  if  all  the  nation^  of  Eu- 
rope should  be  Willing^  to  yield  the  princfple 
Wnich  we  are  ciesirous  to  maintain,  no  man  will 
1>e  mad  enough  to  aay  we  ought  to  oontend  for  it. 
There  is  certainly  a  great  difference  of  opinioa 
as  to  the  nature  ot  the  measure*    Some  think  it  a 
war  measure;  others  that  it  may  lend  lowanraiBd 
others  flgaia,  consider  il.  entirely  j/tlMt.    Wtthv 
out  Attempting  bow  to  inquilpe  wkieh  of  the  three 
opioiona  i^  most  eo^reet,  it  is  snffioieot  iior  we,  tbot 
1  belief<e  i4  will  aot  prt>dbee  the  effect  itiieoded. 
Md  tlMtitaoneratioD  im  the  UvHed^  4Btt<ea  WlU 
br  partial.    It;  however,  h  vhoold  be  adapted,  Kad 
]>rotfiiee  war,  tlMit  war  we  mwrt  suppoH  ^^h  afl 
our  siren^th  ;  and  if  it  produce  a  good  efieet.  I, 
for  otie,  will  rejoice  as  mdch  a^r  any  man  in  this 
House.    A  great  many  appeals  have  been  made 
to  the  spirit  of  1776 1  that  spirit  was  oot  only  the 
^irft  of  liberty,  but  also  of  magnanimity  ana  jus- 
tice ;  all  the  measures  then  taken,  operated  equal- 
ly on  every  pairt  of  the  Ubioni 

It  ia  said>  this  ie  the  right  tim^  to  settle  all  oar 
iitfpntes  with  Gkeat  Briiaia^  beeaaee  she  is  now 
bmid  Dttshed.  If  wo  wish  to  maka  m  treaty  that 
flMiy  be  laathiry  wo  ou^  not  to  take  any  aojvtft 
advantage  of  her  situation  ;  if  we  do^  whenever 
4tke  aliaiT  bef^e  (torn  herpfeseat  etabarfasSfAetats, 
ahe  will  Be  discontented  and  i^dese  aiidef  ir,  arid 
sever  satisfi^  until  she  gets  cleat  of  it.  The  true 
rule  for  us,  is  to  take  no  advantage,  and  in  all 
cases  to  act  justly. 

I  agree  in  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from 
Peansylvaaia,  (Mr.  Shiub,)  that  war  desifoys 
tbo  moralaof  tha  people.  Hene^,  I  was  greatly 
surprised  when  he  followed  thiecorveet  eentrittent 
wi»n  an  assertion,  that  he  wouM  rather  have  wsir 
tbaa  loss  of.  national  boaor.  This  thing  called 
natiaaal  honor  has  rtriaed  knota  than  half  thapeo^ 
pie  in  the  world,  and  has  almost  haaisbed  lihertv 
•ad  oai^piBeSa  frOm  Europe*  Desifoy  the  morais 
of  tbo  people,  aad  we  amy  play  oversachagaoae 
of  war  as  has  beea  played  in  Franeo;  nothing 
less  tiian  to  perpetuate  the  Ubeitp  and  happinais 
of  tbe  nation  ought  to  iDd.oea  as  to  go  to  wan 

Il  ia  m  liMe  r^mttkable  that  the  United  Stated 
Iriifre,  since  tbo  adoptioa  of  the  pfeaent  C^strt^ 
tiom  beoome  the  second  eomttiereial  Pow^r  ia  the 
W^U ;  wrben,  if  #e  believe  the  poblic  priiils,  sfa^ 
kahi  loet  oapftal  ehough  to  hate  rniaed  Hhe  most 
^tBliihf  aatioQ  in  Blurepe'.  Million  aflef  laillioa 
ib  loei,  aftd  yet  har  prosperity  is  anYiVaRM,  either 
itianciaot  or  aiodera  tiioes.  I  know  faM  WtU 
that,  aooording  to  the  opinions  of  th«  writer ^  on 
the  laws  of  nations.  We  faavte  inst  cause  of  War 
ttgainat  Oreat  Biiitaa.  I  also  know  as  Veil,  that 
we  Kavo  beretofeie  had  as  good  a  eanse  of  war* 
argalflst  both  G(reat  Britain  and  France.  We4hen 
^referred  peace^the  result  has  been  prosperity. 
What  destroyed  the  prosperity  and  liberty  of 
Voftiooi  of  Ctoaeai  aad  of  HoUaad  1    Wars,  and 


waf^s,  too,  generally  uadertaken  to  protect  the  caN 
rying  trade. 

[It  being  now  about  half  past  three  o'clock,  Mf. 
dstiua  sug^sted  the  propifiety  of  an  adjourn* 
ttient,  in  which  the  House  acquiesced,  on  the  Itt'* 
titaation  of  Mr.  MAOoit  that  indisposition  disa* 
bled  hihi  from  finishing  the  remarks  which  he 
wished  to  offer.J 

TuSflOAv,  Match  11. 

1%e  Speaker  ^id  before  the  House  a  letter 
and  petition  from  Arthur  Bu  Clair^  praying  to  he 
heard  at  ,the  bar  of  the  House  in  support  of  his 
petition,  presented  to  this  Hous^  at  the  preaent 
session;  which' were  rea4^and  ordered  to  lie  on 
tke  table. 

Mr.  Qasott,  (tom  tha  OonMniuee  on  tbe  Pob- 
lic Liadds^  to  whom  Were  referred,  bo  tha  lAgb* 
teontk  aad  tlveoty-fonrfh  of  December  last,  two 
aetitioBS'  of  Bdwta  Lewis i  and  on  tbe  twewty- 
mnb  of  Janoavy  las^  two  peiitieas  of  sandfy  tft- 
habitants  of  tbe  MissMppi  Territory  ;  and.  also, 
a  rinemorial  of  tbe  Legishltive  Ootlncil  and  HottSe 
of  Represeotatites  of  the  si^id  Territory  ;  made  a 
report  thereoPn  5  wliich  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Thursday  heit. 

Mr.  Gb£QO,  from  tbe  same  committee,  to  whom 
Was  referred,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  January  last, 
tbejpetition  of  suudry  inhabitante  of  the  coOnty 
of  Washington,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  made 
a  report  thereon;  which  was  r^d  aad  ooosidered : 
Whereupon^ 

Aeiolved,  That  the  prayer  of' the  petitioaers,  so 
far«s  respects  loeatiag  a  seetioO  other  than  ntfaa- 
ber  sixteaa^  in  eaoh  towasbipi,  where  that  naukber 
is  not  vacant^  aad  fot  locating  a  seetioo  hi  adjoish 
iag  iowaslnps<  for  the  support  ($f  sobools  ja  soeh 
township  ais  ha^e  ao  vaaant  lauds,  is  teasooaMa, 
and  ooffhsta  be  gilnHed^ 

Rmmimd;  That  tha  prayer  of  tbe  petitiadm,  sp 
(kf  ae  tespeels  exonemtiogf  individna}  citaiUartHb 
from  the  ej^pertse  of  hating  their  sotyeys  execu- 
ted ;  and  so  fkr;  also,  A^  it  relates  to  an  apt>lica^ 
tidn  Ibr  a  tract  of  land  oo  the  fottibigbee,  ought 
aeit  to  be  mtited. 

OfdifteSt.  th^t  a  hril  o^lillsbe  brougk  in,  piir- 
soaat  to  the  first  resolution :  and"  that  the  Cook- 
mittee  on  the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  aad  briog 
in  the  same/ 

On  motion,  it  was 
.  Jtetofosd^  Tha  Ooanalttea  of  CoaaMea  and 
Maniilaoiares  be  aastruated  lo  inquire  into  tha 
a^pedienoy  of  altering  the  law  io  delation  totba 
aatraaOeva*d  clearance  af  vessel  ia  the  foUotmig 
diatfiets'of  the  ouAotas  bordaiiag  on  tba  Caiaw> 
das,  viz:  New  Hampshire,  Veiwobt,  GhatilplaiaL 
9bdKtt's  Harbor,  Oswe^  Oanesae,  Niagara,  Boi^ 
Mo  creek,  and  P^eefa' Islat  aad,  mso^  of  iaqnifk 
ingibto  tboexpedteasy  of  allowing  cattle^  aheep^ 
tad  proVisioas.  to  he  broaght  iato  those  dtsrriola 
free  of  dioty. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

Bflf.  JoBM  C.  Smitb,  from  the  Oominittee  of 
Claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Pa. 
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ter  A.  Questier,  agent  of  the  former  owners  of  the 
French  ship  Blaireau  and  her  cargo,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

It  is  stated  by  the  petitioner,  that  the  French  ship 
called  the  Blaireau,  ovrned  bj  a  mercantile  house  in 
Bordeaux,  set  sail  frdm  St.  Pierres,  in  the  island  of 
Martinique,  some  time  in  March,  1808,  bound  on  a 
▼oyage  to  Bordeaux,  having  on  boaM  a  ▼aluable  cargo, 
consisting  principally  of  sugar  and  ooflee,  and  consign- 
ed to  different  persons  atthe  port  last  mentioned.  That 
about  the  30th  of  March  in  the  same  year,  while  the 
ship  was  in  the  prosecution  of  her  Toyage,  she  was  met 
in  the  night,  and  run  foul  of,  by  a  large  Spanish  ship- 
of-war,  billed  the  St.  Julien  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
accident,  so  much  injury  was  sustained  by  the  Blakeau, 
that  the  captain  and  crew,  after  due  c»onsultation,  aban- 
doned her,  and  took  refuge  on  beard  the  Spanish  ship, 
which  continued  her  Toy afl^a  to  Spain,  where  Uiey  were 
-all  landed.  That,  on  the  day  mtlowiag  the  disaster, 
an  English  ship,  ctMtA  the  Firm,  commanded  by  Wil- 
liam Mason,  beond  on  a  voyage  from  London  to  Bal- 
timore, met  with  the  Blaireau,  thus,  abandoned  by  her 
captain  and  crew,  and,  after  examining  her  situation, 
and  perceiving  there  was  a  possibility  that  the  injury 
might  be  so  fir  repaired  as  to  enable  her  te  be  brought 
into  port,  the  captain  put  on  board  a  part  of  his  crew ; 
who,  on  making  the  requisite  repairs,  with  great  labor, 
and  at  the  imminent  risk  of  their  Jives,  succeeded  in 
conducting  her  in  safety  to  Baltimore,  where  she  ar- 
rived the  beginning  of  May  following.  That,  shortly 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Blaireau,  a  libel  was  filed  in  the 
district  court  of  Maryland,  by.  Captain  Mason  and  crew, 
for  salvage ;  that,  by  a  decree  of  the  court,  salvage  was 
allowed,  and  Ibr  that  paipose  a  sale  of  the  ship  and 
cargo  was  ordered ;  and,  finally,  that  the  marshal,  un- 
der whose  direction  ^rhe  sale  took  place,  was  com- 
pelled, by  the  coUecter  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  to 
pa^TfOOt  of  the  proceeds  thereof,  the  sum  of  9iS,i  13  M, 
boug  the  amount  of  duties  alleged  to  be  due  to  the 
United  8tatei<  To  obtain  the  restitution  of  this  sum. 
under  the  idea  that  the  duties  could  not  legally  be  col- 
lected, is  the  object  of  the  pveeent  application. 

The  petitiontr  founds  hb  titl«  to  relief  upon  an  opin- 
ion pronounced  by  the  district  judge  of  Maryland,  when 
deciding  the  following  case ;  That  part  of  the  Blalreau's 
cargo,  which  Captain  Meson  placed  on  board  the  Firm, 
be  omitted  to  report  to  the  collector  of  Baltimore.  The 
district  attorney,  apprehending  this  omission  to  be  a 
violation  of  the  collection  law,  instituted  a  suit  against 
the  captain  foe  the  nenalty  of  $1,000,  fanposed  by  the 
•tatnte.  On  trial  of  the  cause,  it  appears  a  verdict  was 
taken  for  <he  plaintiiiB,  subject  to  the  opinipn  ofthe  court, 
upon  a  point  saved  by  the  counsel.  Judgment  was 
tendered  in  the  following  t^rms :  **  Mature  considera- 
tion  having  been  given  to  this  case,  it  b  the  opinion  of 
ilie  court  that  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandiMs  afore- 
said, are  not  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  any  dur 
^iee  to  the  United  States,  and,  tharefore,  that  the  above 
actbn  cannot  be  sustained.  Judgment  for  the  defend- 
ant  on  the  point  saved."^ 

It  may  be  safoly  affirmed,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
learned  judge  was  somewhat  broader  than  the  case  sub- 
mitted to  his  consideration*  There  might  be,  and  there 
^ubtless  werui  sufiicient  reasons  to  excuse  the  defend- 
ant from  the  penalty  of  the  statute,  independently  of 
the  question,  whether  the  cargo  was  chargeable  with 
the  payment  of  duties.  The  decision,  so  for  as  it  re- 
-fards  this  point,  must  be  deemed  extra-judicial,  and  it 
temains  only  to  inquire  whether,  jQrom  a  aounid  ooor 


structbn  of  the  statute,  duties  were  chargeable  in  the 
present  case,  'i'he  words  of  the  act  relative  to  thia 
subject  are,  '<  that,  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, which  shall  be  brought  into  the  United  Sutes, 
from  any  foreign  port  or  p^ace,  there  shall  be  levied, 
dtc"  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  language  more 
explicit,  more  unequivocal.  The  word  *' imported" 
is  not  here  used,  and  apparently  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  any  expression  to  which  technical  narrowness 
migbt  be  applied.  The  word  **  place**  is  introduced, 
manifestly  with  the  same  view;  and  the  plain  sense  of 
the  passage  is,  duties  shall  be  pud  on  goods,  dtc,  brought 
intp  the  United  States  from  any  point  without  their 
limits  or  jurisdiction.  A  phraseology  lo  simple,  so  pep> 
foetly  fiM  firom  ambiguity,  might  feirly  be  pieeomed  to 
aet  critidam  itself  at  defiance.  The  United  States  have 
unquestionably  a  legal  right  to  the  duties  ui  this  cise ; 
and  who  will  say  their  claim  is  not  equitable,  also^ 
when  it  is  considered  that,  by  the  sale  of  the  cargo, 
the  amount  of  the  duties  has  been  identified  with  the 
price  1 

It  is,  perhaps^  worthy  of  consideration,  whether  tha 
collection  law  may  not  require  some  further  provisiona 
applicable  to  this  subject  But  such  an  inquiry  b  not 
within  the  province  of  your  committee,  nor  is  it  at  all 
necessary  in  determining  the  question  submitted  to  their 
examination.  The  cargo,  in  this  case,  could  not  have 
been  disposed  of  without  the  intervention  of  the  dis- 
trict court,  nor  could  the  sale  have  been  effected  but 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  officers  ofthe  Got- 
emment;  under  these  circftmstaaces,  their  negiigence 
wonld  have  been  highly  cnlpaUe  if  the  duties  had  not 
beeh  retained. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  the  prayer  ofthe  pe- 
tition ought  not  to  he  granted. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BBITISH  GOODS. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unioa  on  Bfr. 
QBBao'a  reaoiutioB. 

Mr.  Macon. — Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  re- 
tttrn  my  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  their  in- 
daigence  yesterday;  I  was  then  too  maeh  ex- 
hausted to  have  coaeluded  the  observations  I 
wished  to  make.  I  .was  then  showing  the  state 
of  a  few  nations  who  bad  attempted'  to  protect 
the  carrying  trade  by  warv  It  has,  I  believe,  been 
the  fate  of  all  who  have  made  the  attempt,  Great 
Britain  alone  excepted,  and  she  is  at  thia  moment 
engaged  in  a  most  titmendous  'war,  almost  over- 
loaded with  Ux^a,  and  tottering  under  her  public 
debt.  Can  any  fact  more  clearly  illustrate  the 
advantage  ofthe  peace  over  the  war  system,  than 
a  comparison  of  the  tonnage  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  in  1789  and  now?  Oun 
has  been  the  peace,  hers  the  war  systeoii  and  we 
have  probably  increased  ten  to  her  one.  Il  seems 
to  me,  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  nation  to 
carry  on  the  whole  traae  of  the  world ;  and  every 
attempt  to  force  trade,  is  acting  under  the  idea 
that  it  can  be  done.  And  every  attempt  to  en- 
gross the  whole  carrying  trade,  is  acting  under 
the  same  impression.  The  lar^e  capitalists  in 
the  United  Sutes  are  concerned  in  this  busioeas. 
I  wish  i^ot  to  meddle  with  it^  but  leave  it^  Uk0 
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every  branch  of  iDdustry,  to  find  its  qwo  level. 
They  inav  dread  war,  because  they  ma^r  employ 
their  stock  in  another  way.  But  what  is  to  be- 
come of  those  less  rich,  especially  the  voang  be- 
ginners?. They  must  be  ruined.  If  the  resolu- 
tion produces  an  v  beneficial  effects,  it  most  be  on 
the  carrying  traue.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  in- 
tended for  anything  else,  and  no  one  can  beliere 
that  it  will  operate  favorably  to  the  seamen. 

The  measure  will  not  only  a£^t  the  revenue 
paid  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels^  aod  on  the  impor- 
tations of  good^,  but  it  will  alsoaffect  the  revenue 
to  be  derived  from,  the  sale -of  the  public  land ;  it 
must  very  considerably  lessen  the  number  of  pur- 
chases and  'may  ruin  many  who  have  already 
purchased  in  Ohio.  Many,  no  doubt,  who  have 
Tcmoyed  to  that  State,  have  sold  their  property, 
on  a  credit,  to  meet  the  payments  which  they 
were  to  make  for  th^  lands  there  purchased  jof 
the  United  States.  Stop,  by  your  measures,  the 
sale  of  produce,  or  reduce  the  price  thereof  to  al- 
most nothing,  and  how  are  these  people  to  get 
paid  for  the  property  sold  before  they  went  to 
Ohio?  A  disappointment  CO  them  may  be  ruinous; 
it  may  cause  them  to  lose  the  land  and  alt  the 
improvements  made  on  it. .  They  have  not  quite 
so  quick  a  remedy  against  their  unfortunate  debt- 
ors, as  the  Unitecl  States  will  have  against  them. 
You  may  (urn  the  people  off  the  land,  and  nearly 
depoi>ulate  the  State,  but  you  wiQ  get  no  money. 

It  is  pretty  evident,  from  the  argdment  of  a 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Williams,)  that 
the  resolution  is  not  expected  to  operate  injari- 
ously  on  the  exportation  of  grain  from  the  Middle 
States.  He  told  us  that  we  must  protect  com- 
merce; and  that  he  Tiras  in  favor  of  the  resolution, 
(meaning,  I  suppose,  that  the  resolution  would 
protect  U— or,  the  people  in  the  back  country 
would  drink  too  much  whiskey.)  If,  then,  the 
resolution  would  protect  commerce,  and  thereby 
insure  the  exportation  of  grain,  there  will  not  be 
ffrain  in  the  country  left  to  make  whiskev.  This 
18,  in  some  measure,  ackno wiedf^iog  that  for  which 
we  have  been  con  tending,  to  wit :  that  the  resolu- 
tion will  operate  partiaily.'^  .But  I  deny  that  the 
people  in  that  part  of  the  country  are  more  in  the 
babit  of  intoxicadon  than  their  neighbors  in  other 
parts  of  the  Union.  They  are  as  moral,  as  in- 
dustrious, and  as  honest  as  those  living  elsewhere^ 
I  do  not  contend  that  they  are  superior,  only  that 
they  are  equal.  ^ 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  spirit  of  the  na- 
tion, and  that  wie  are  far  behind  it^-meaning,  I 
Buppose,  those  who  oppose  the  resolution.  As  to 
ipy  part,  I  kaow  not  how  the  spirit  of  the  nation 
has  beeii  ascertained.  There  is  no  qianifestation 
of  it  on  the  table.  It  is,  however,  true,  that  two 
towns  have  sent  resolutions  pledgiog  their  li^es 
^nd  fortunes  to  support  whatever  measures  Con- 
gress  may  adopt.  There  are,  also,  several  memo- 
rials from  the  merchants  and  insurance  compa- 
nies i  but  if  gentlemen  takb  these  for  the  manifest- 
ation of  the  national  spirit,  they  are,  (  think, 
mistaken.  The  natiooal  spirit  is  to  be  found  no- 
where but  among  those  who  are  to  fight  your  bat- 
jUea.    These  people  may,  for  aught  1  know^  be  of 


that  number.  They  may  have  been  before  Tripoli, 
and  they  may  now  be  ready  to  enter  into  the  army 
or  navy.  Addresses,  we  well  know,  will  hot  fi^ht 
battles,  nor  fill  regiments.  We  have  seen,  in  foe* 
mer  days,  the  Speaker's  table  loaded  with  ad- 
dresses from  almost  every  part  of  the  Union, 
pledging,  also,  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  support 
any  nieasures  that  the  then  Administration  might 
adopt.  What  was  done  ?  Among  other  acts,  one 
was  passed,  to  raise  twelve  regiments  of  infantry. 
There  was  no  difficulty  in  getting  officers-<-unless, 
indeed,  it  was  to  make  the  selection  put  of  the 
great  number  who  applied — but  how  was  it  about 
privates  ?  Instead  of  gettiogeoough  for  the  twelve 
regiments,  scarcely  enough.for  four  could  be  enlist- 
ed. At  that  time,  too,  we  heard  a  great  deal  abput 
the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  saw  a  something  of 
the  spirit  then  Jalked  of,  in  a  corps  CHlled  the 
-^-— «  Blues.  Those  who  then  spoke  of  the  spirit 
of  the  nation  were  deceived.  They  took  the 
vaporings  of  the  towns  and  the  noise  of  the  ad- 
ilressers  to  be  really  the  spirit  of  the  nation.  But, 
be  assured,  sir,  that  whenever  the;^  spirit  of  this 
nation  shall  move,  that  every  individual,  in  every 
department  or  the  Government,  will  move  too. 

The  oceftn  must  be  coni^idered  a  common  and 
undivided  property,  to  which  each  nation  has  a 
right;  hence  the  difficulty  of  affording  the  same 
security  and  protection  there  as  on  land,  where 
each  knows  the  spot,  where  his  dominion  ends 
and  his  neighbor's  begins.  It  is  vain,  therefore, 
the  real  situation  of  the  United  States  being  con- 
sidered, to  expect  fron^  her  that  perfect  protection 
on  the  ocean  which  she  can  afford  within  her  ter- 
ritorial limits.  I  believe  this  cannot  be  done,  even 
to  that  part  of  the  ocean  from  whence  we  get  our 
exports.  Other  nations  also  frequent  the  same 
place^for  the  same  purpose.  This,  like  the  rest, 
IS  joint  property.  Nut  so  with  our  land,  no  nation 
pretends  to  chiim  a  right  to  cultivate  that. 

Permit  me  here  to  remark,  though  not  directly 
connected  with  my  last,  observation,  that  I  coi^ 
aider  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trt'asury 
to  be  as  correct  as  any  man  living  could  make  it ; 
and  that  fromctistooi-house  books^  it  is  impossible 
to  obtain  that  information  which  could  really 
show  the  true  balance  of  trade. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania^  (Mr.  Find* 
i«ET,)  has  gravely  told  us  that  it  would  do  more 
harm,  since  the  resolution  has  been  taken  into 
consideration,  to  reject  it,  than  if  it  had  never 
been  brought  forward.  >,  This  is  placing  those  who 
do  Dotiike  it,  or  who  prefer  any  of  thf*  other  rea- 
olutions  to  it,  in  a  strange  dilemma.  The  friends 
of  it  ought  to  have  thought  of  this  before  ther 
went  into  the  discussion.  If  aqy  injury  sh(»ula 
be  produced,  either  by  the  rejection  or  the  adop- 
tion, they  are  to.  blame, and  not  those  who  oppose 
it.  .  It.  is  their'  measure,  not  ours.  It  is,  in  fact, 
endeavoring  to  throw  the  blame  of  their  conduct 
uppp  us.  The  same  gentleman  made  a  very  un- 
fortunate comparison,  when  he  compared  wagons^ 
carrying  our  flour  to  market,  to  vessels  engaged 
in  the  carrying  trade.  No  two  things  are  more 
unlike.  The  wagon  is  only  intended  to  carry  our 
own  prodoctionsi  to  our  own  matkeu  j.  and  the 
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Yessels  are  eti£^ged  in  carryiiig  foreign  produce;, 
to  foreign  markets.  Besides,  the  nation  pays  pro- 
tecting duties,  to  encourage  the  owning  of  vessels, 
while  the  owner  of  the  wagon  it  left  to  depend  on 
his  industry  and  iskill;  and  if  any  man  should  ask 
the  Government  to  encouhife  the  employmeDt  of 
wagons,  he  would  b^  laughed  at.  Yet  wagons  are 
certainty  as  necessary  as  vessels.  The  one  carries 
toads  of  onr  ov^n  productions,  to  our  own  malrkets, 
while  the  other,  which  is  engaged  in  the  fair  trade, 
for  home  consiiraption,  carries  cargoes  of  them  to 
forei^  markets. 

A  gentleman  from  Marylaikd,  fM'r.  McCreery,)  . 
iii  order  to  induce  us  to  adopt  the  resolution,  has 
informed  us  that  the  towns,  in  proportion  to  their 
iiuml)ers.  pay  more  tajces  thati  the  comitry.  He 
did  not  prove  th!^  fkct  to  be  so— he  cannot.  The 
towns,  I  apprehend,  pay  little  or  no  tax.  Their 
merchants  and  mechanics,  who  afct  prudently^  Clit- 
tfulate  oh,  And  generally  fftit,  a  certain  profit.  You 
fiannot  tax.the  canital  of  the  merchant.  Impose 
what  dut^you  please  on  goods,  he  immediately 
considers  it  like^first  cost,  and  cnarges  the  same 
profit  on  it.  The  consumer  not  only  pays  all  the 
tai  and  charg^5)  on  merchandise,  but  ne  pays  them, 
with  «  profit,  to  the  merchant.  When>>ver  a  iher- 
ehant  shaH  begih  to  Itte  on  his  capital,  we  all 
know  he  will  «oon  eat  it  oat.  To  the  mechanic, 
tbeOotemment  has  given  protecting  duties,  which 
aecttres  to  him  the  sftle  of  ahnOst  every  itrticle  he 
may  make,  at  hlmost  any  price.  The  cultivator 
of  the  soil  depends  on  himself,  and  Isjoft^n  com- 
pelled to  sell  the  products  of  his  latid  fotrany  price 
ne  can  ^t.  beisause  they  will  hot  keep  in  |ood 
eondition  all  the  year,  w^  the  gfOods  or  th«  mer- 
ohiint  and  mechanic.  From  these  don^ideratiouft, 
it  aeema  to  me  that  it  is  at  le^st  probable,  that  the 
towns  do  not  pay  more  than  their  proportion,  nor 
even  as  much. 

The  same  gebtleMn  tbld  us  thit'the  taati<m 
SQsteined  a  Considerable  ,lo3s  by  sending  too  mAch 
tolAeco  to  Cngkind.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
little  Hke  what  we  heard  abotft  the  balance  of 
trade*  But  it  may  be  so.  I  will,  how^vet,  state 
my  aentimenu  on  the  subject ;  if  erroneous,  I 
•ball  be  glad  to  b^ve  them  correetM.  Merchants, 
like  everybody  el^,  do  buMnes^  with  a  view  to 
guiA,  and  Would  they,  year  After  year^  send  tobac- 
co to  England  if  they  couM  do  betfer  by  tehdin^ 
it  to  th«  contiaekitt  I  apprehend  thct  W6tild  hot. 
They  andersttad  their  bosineiss,  and  d6  whi^t  is 
best  ealeala'ted  to  promate  their  Interest.  Iir  ex^- 
amiaiog  this  sobjecrt,  we  oug^t  to  take  ihto  coil^ 
aideratiOB  the  pmt  to  be  made  on  the  whole  voy* 
aye,  not  barely  the  price  of  a  single  article  at  a 
patticulav  place.  The  place  where  the  #hoie  ex- 
ported cargo  can  be  sold  dearest,  and  the  im)k>rt- 
ad  oaeiwught  cheapest,  is  the  place  which  will 
always  give  the  most  profit.  If  a  merchant 
sboold  send  a  cargo  of  tobacco  to  Rnglaad,  and 
wished  a  feUr  pieces  of  Russia  sheeting  in  part  of 
the  retorn  cai^o,  would  it  not  be  belter  to  pur^ 
chase  them  there,  than  send  his  vessel  to  Russia 
for  them,  where  they  could  be  bought  a  little 
chea]>er.  He  would,  I  conceive,  actually  save  by 
an  doing.    I  wiafti  the  gcMleaian  had  told  us  the 


place  Where  the  tobacco  might  have  been  export* 
ed  to.  80  as  to  save  all  that  he  now  tfafnks  m 
lose  by  sending  it  to  England.  I  sboold  have 
been  glad  to  have  been  infoirmed  whether  the 
places  wei^e  known  to  possess  metcaotile  capital, 
and  whetEer  merchants  6f  establfshed  charatitet 
lived  at  them ;  that  sOrt  of  character  t6  Which  a 
prudent  man  might  with  safety  consign  the  oftosi 
valuable  cargo.  He  did  noftell  us  that  We  lost 
by  sending  cdttoh  to  Oi-eat  Britain.  It  tday. 
therefore,  be  pfesumed^  that  it  codld  not  b^  smd 
anywhere  else  at  this  time  to  thore  advantage.  Is 
there  any  other  country  in  Europe  now  prepared 
to  mkhnracttire  it?  I  believe  not :  nor  will  it  be 
purchased  by  any  to  lay  up  until  able  to  do  it. 
Before  it  is  possible  to  manufhcctire,  mechanics, 
who  understand  the  busines^  must  be  obtain^. 
Neither  they  nor  the  tiece^sary  machinery  can  be 
got  in  a  day.  It  ii  hoW  well  known  thai,  since 
Hie  introductibtl  of  Ikbor-silving  machines,  man- 
ufactul'es  do  not  de|^nd  ii6  much  on  the  ntitnber 
of  people  as  formerly.  I  ask,  "ivhat  country  on 
the  bontinent  of  Edrope,  convulsed  as  she  is  to 
her  centre;  cah  dilb'r  a  niarket  for  tliis  article  7 
What  country  there  is  now  in  a  situation  to  com- 
mence large  and  ettensive  establishments  to  man- 
ufacture ibr  exporiation  ?  Is  it  Germany  t— over- 
liin.  Or  is  It  France,  raising  every  man  she  can 
to  malce  new  conquests^  If  they  have  mechan- 
ics add  tlierchants  both,  is  the  skill  of  the  one,  or 
the  reputation  of  the  other  known  ?  Lfear  not. 
Sir,!  Wddld  t6  God  that  wt!  had  hdt  so  much 
comderbfal  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  and 
I  siitcer^ly  wish  out  eomiiierbe  was  tnore  eqaally 
divided  amon^  the  nations  of  the  earth  than  it  is; 
but  Ikoow  not  hot^this  is  to'  bcl  done.  Trade 
thrives  best  wh^n  left  to  itself.  The  merchant 
must  be  Idl  to  trade  in  the  Way  he  hiost  ap- 
proves, provide  he  shall  not  hazard  the  peace  of 
the  country  thereby. 

The  eentlemhn  from  Vermont  (Mr.  ESlliot) 
hte  told  us,  that  C^adoptiiig  the  resolution,  we 
shall  eocoui^ge  other  European  nationa  to  man- 
ufacture for  tis.  it  is,  I  conceive,  quite  enoug;h 
for  the  agrl^i/lturril  part  of  the  cotomunfty  to 
pay  their  Money  to  endoura^e  tb^  manufactdres 
of  this  country,  tt  is  as  mttbh  as  t  am  wffliti^ 
to  dd.  But  what  C^tainty  have  w^  if  W^  adopt 
the  resolutrdn,  ahd  gfv6  the  proposed  fehcottrhge- 
ment,  that  any  of  theili  Witt  l^ve  thefr  pr^^ent 
occupation,  be  that  what  it  may,  r6  take  otir  ad- 
vide7  Bach  one  of  tb^b  may  ihink  thai  their 
Interesrt  Is  as  Well  undei'stood  ai  homi^  aS  we  can 
possibly  und^tand  it. 

The  gentleman  from  MassacTiusetts  (Ift^.Bitf- 
well)  stated  thii  case  of  our  prisoners  at  Tripoli, 
aS  a  case  in  point.  He  is,  I  think,  mistaken.  We 
wete  at  open  war  t^ith  that  Power,  when  tke 
fVigate  Philadelphia  unfortunately  struck  oh  the 
rocks  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli.  The  result  is 
known.  The  enemrgot  possession  of  the  vessel, 
and  the  crew  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  There 
then  existed  a  state'  of  actual  war  between  ihe 
United  States  and  the  Tripolitans.  In  the  pres- 
ent case' we  have  just  cause  of  complaints  against 
Britaih,  aad  aiecndeaYoring  t6  haTc  theiri  settled 
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by  negottathm.    I  will  stele  a  cose  which  seems 
to  me  to  compare  better  with  tk<^  Bitoation  of 
oar  ODfortuiMle  coaatrymen  who  may  be  now 
impressed  on  board  the  British^  ships  oi  war.    It 
is  the  case  of  Captain  O'Brian  a«d  his  crew^^ho 
wefe  captQred  by  the  Algertnes,  and  remained 
with  them  so  long,  that  I  beKeve  the  eaptaitt,  in 
the  latter  -part  of  tiic  time;  dated  all  his  letters  to 
his  friends  bv  the  year  of  his  captivity.    I  hare 
uudcrsiood  ther  safiered  as  mueh  as  any  ptople 
couldliear.    We  had  then,  I  belieTe,  no  addres- 
ats,  no  resofaitiOBs^  nor  memorkils  ^m  the  mer- 
chants and  inimrasee  eoMabaaics:    But  this  case 
may  not  be  thmwht  to^«p|My  to  ^at  part  of  our 
comphists  which  relate  to  the  capture  of  imt 
Tesaeis  c«rryiOff  coffse  aad  siffar  to  Fnioce  and 
Bpain  by  the  Bri<inh  atmed^  ships.    I  will  state 
one,  which  I  tbtnk  has  some  y  it  is  the  ease  of 
Scott,  of  South-  Car^litta,  which  has  been  deci- 
^d  ia  this  House.    fie;oil«imed>'payibr  property 
taken  br  the  iiMlians  at  a  tivte  when  nt>  open  and 
deoEkired  war  eiiisted.    He  gee  taorhrn^  from  the 
JMtionl  Gorernment.    Tbm  United  States  in  a 
treaty  gav^e  the  pmffenj  up  t6  the  Indians.    I 
beHeve  at  the  time  it  Was  (aken  some  bostiltties 
had  been  comnntced.  '  Sennit  me  here  to  observe 
that  no  agent  was  a^tpointed  by  the  Qorernment 
to  endearor  to  recover  this  propel>ty,  and  that  I 
well  recollect,  when  the  chiim  was  under  debate, 
that  it  was  stated  by  a  Aiember  of  the  House  that 
one  of  the  Indian  agents  had  got  the  treaty  at  his 
desire  so  formed,  as  to  relipqutsh  a  claim  forttfe 
property.  ^ 

I  have  endeavored  to  eovftne  i&f  observations 
to  the  reso/latiMi  Aow  under  consideration)  and  to 
answer  sooia  of  the  arguments  of^ed  in  its  sup- 
port; though  I-^  confess,  that,  while  examining 
this^  I  have  also  paid  some  attention  to  the  others 
on  the  tatle.  I  wish  ff^ntlettien,  before  they  vote, 
wmiid  seriously  eoafsider  whether  thns  is  the  best. 
i  think  it  is  not.  When  we  refleet  on  the  hap- 
piness we  enjoy,  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  the 
gro#th  of  the  vidages,  towps,  and  cities,  the  im- 
provingf  etate  of  agriculture,  nke  number  of  turn- 
pike roads,  bridges,  attd  eana^  which  are  under- 
taken in  many  parts  of  the  "Union,  end  tAat  one 
impro^pef  act  may  aher  f6r  a  time  this  happy 
sliite,  and  I'etard  every  kftprevettFent,  we  ought  to 
be"  cautioM  btffdre  we  change  (he  ground  on  which 
We  stBDPd.  Complaints  have  heeh  made  of  delay 
on  this  impoi^tant  suf^e6t;  they  liti^j  in  ttxf  opin- 
ion, witbcmt  fbundaVi6t].  It  requited  stiftipos  de- 
liberation; lind  no  time  has  beeu  lost,  k  is  al- 
ways for  better  to  decide  tightly  thaik  quickly.  It 
is  imittaterial  to  othet  tationfs  what  estimate  we 
form  of  onr  own  strength— th*re  are  two  rules  by 
Which  they  will  judge:  the  number  of  men,  and 
the  state  of  ^e  treasury.  Indeed,  it  seems  of  late 
to  bate  become  a  maxim  in  #ar,  that  the  longest 

Enifse  is  th^  longest  sword.  It  is  true  that  we 
ave  a  single  millian  in  the  treasury  to  spare ;  it 
is  equally  true  that  resolutions  are  before  us, 
whicn,  if  aiddpted,  will  require  at  least  that  sum 
to  carry  them  into  execution.  In  this  situation, 
ought  we  to  take  measures  which  may  endanger 
the  reren«N^  without  provictitfg  ways  and  means  to 
9th  Gov.— S3 


meet  any  deficiency  ?  We  talk  of  war  with  a« 
almost  empty  treasury;  no  two  things  can  bfe 
less  connected,  except  that  they  are  both  bad.  I 
have  stated  that  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
best  plan  to  secnre  our  seamen  from  impressment ; 
but  the  man  who.  shall  accuaily  produce  the  plan, 
.  which  shall  har^  the  ^eibct,  wilt  deserve  tSie  grMh 
ttude  <yf  the  nation. 

In  this  time  of  diffieillty  we  are  all  embarked 
ia  the  same  ship;  my  ardent  prayer  is.  that  what^ 
ever  shall  be  lone,  tnay  promote  the  int^est  and 
happiness  of  aH. 

Mr.  G.  W.  CiLMi>ftfiLL.-^Mi-.  Chairmtfn,  I  rise 
to  submit  to  the  Committee  some  of  the  ^eaeoni 
chat  will  govern  my  vote  on  the  measure  new 
under  disevsaion.  In  doing  this^  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  go  (tver  the  various  grounds  takeU  in 
this  debate,  or  to  answer  the  several  arguments 
that  have  been  advanced,  in  suppott  ^f  prinetples 
to  which  I  am  o|^ed.  My  ob|ectWf|^be  to  lay 
hefare  the  Commvttee  silch  a  view  of  me  safbjeci 
as  I  conceive  best  calculated  to  ascertam  the  true 
ground  on  which  we  utand,  and  the  meaemrea 
whic^i,  in  the  presetit  crisis  of  bur  affairs,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  adopt. 

I  am  not  disposed,  Mr.  Ohairman,  to  pdrntie 
measures  that  wMi  crimson  the  Amefiean  iSeids 
tvith  the  blood  of  her  eitixen^,  any  moi^e  than 
other  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this  subject) 
nor  am  I  willing  that  thousands  of  innbcent  pet'- 
sons  should  suffer  distress  and  ruyn,  for  the  benefit 
of  a  few  individuals— a  few  merchantis;  which,  it 
hds  been  statetf^  will  be  the  effect  of  fhe  n>^sure 
before  you;  neither^  sir,  will  1  ever  give  my  vote 
for  any  measure  that  shall  ap][)ear  to  me  caleultf- 
ted  to  sacrifice  the  agriccflturai  inteiQest  of  this  na« 
tion  to  that  of  comillrerce,  or  have  a  tendency,  to 
enhauce  the  latter  at  the  expense  of  the  former; 
and  so  far  as  the  resolution  Mfore  you  appeftr^  to 
toe  likely  to  pifoduce  this  effect,  I  snail  oppose  it* 
The  people  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
are  chiefly  agriculturists,  and  it  will  always  be 
niy  wish  and  my  pride,  to  support  their  interests, 
and  to  oheri^  and  promote  the  agricultural  iUteN 
est  of  this  country  m  general,  «o  i^v  as  it  may  be 
in  my  power.  But  I  am  not,  at  the  same  tiobfe, 
prepared  to  see  the  nation  suffer,  without  resist- 
ance^  every  indignity  with  i^hich  Gre^t  Britain 
^y  choose  to  tfeat  her,  and  submit  )^tienfly  to 
etery  aggtession  and  outrage  her  cruisers,  ufnder 
her  authority,  may  choose  to  commit  on  our  citi- 
stens  and  our  commerce.  I  conceive  it  ont  ddtv 
to  take  such  measures  as  W\\\  prove  to  the  worii 
a  determination  on  our  nart  to  resist  injuries  imdl 
rbaintain  our  rights.  Ih  regard  to  the  cornver'^ 
cial  relations  of  this  country  with  foreign  Powers^ 
I  deem  it  proper  bn  this  oecaision  to  declare- it  aa 
my  opinion,  which  I  have  always  enteflained. 
that  it  would  have  beeh  better  fbr  the  AuaericaU 
people,  if  GK)vernment  had  never  give»  protection 
to  commerce,  out  of  sight  of  our  own  territory, 
or  beyond  the  reach  of  our  camkon  from  our 
shores.  It  would  have  been  well  fbr  us,  sir,  if  thfr 
American  flag  bad  never  floated!  on  the  ocean, 
under  the  authority  of  Qoverikment,  to  waft  to 
this  country  the  luxuries  aitd  vices  6i  Botbpeaa 
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nations,  that  effemioate  and  corrupt  x>ur  people, 
to  excite  the  jealousies  and  C4jpidit/  of  those  Pow- 
ers whose  existence,  in  a  great  degree,  depends  on 
commerce,  and  to  court,  as  it  were,  their  a^^gres- 
sions,  and  embroil  us  in  their  unjust  and  blood v 
contests.  If  we  had  guarded  against  those  peoo- 
ing  evils  by  leaving  commerce  to  seek  her  own 
protection,  except  within  the  limits  of  our  own 
jurisdiction,  we  should  have  had  a  fair  prospect 
of  continuing  to  flourish  a  free,  independent,  and 
bappf  nation,  much  longer  than  I  fear  will  ^« 
our  destiny  to  do,  if  we  continue  to  become  more 
and  more  entangled  in  European  politics  and 
intrigues — to  be  subject  to  feel  the  effects  of 
European  convulsions,  and  national  contests,  in 
consequence  of  being  deeply  engaged  in  commer- 
cial realatlons  with  European  Powers.  :If  we 
had  adopted  this  policy,  foreign  nations  would 
liave  vied  with  each  other  for  our  commerce  and 
our  frieiidship,  and  would  convey  the  surplus 
produeticms  of  our  country  from  olir  storehouses. 
and  furnish  us  in  .return  with  those  articles  and 
manufactures  of  their  countries,  which  our  neces- 
aitiesor.convenience  might  require;  and  we  might 
then  behold  the  collisions  of  the  great  Powjers  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  their  jarring  inter- 
ests contending  for  superiority,  without  endanger- 
ing our  peace  or  our  happiness,  and  with  no  other 
inconvenience  than  the  resret  we  might  feel  for  the 
miseries  and  sufferings  of  tnat  portion  of  the  human 
family,  with  whom^  however,  we  had  no  imme- 
diate connexions. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  assumed  the  char- 
acter of  a  commercial  nation,  abroad  as  well  as 
at  home.  Our  Gk>vernment  has,  in  some  degree, 
pledged  the  nation  to  protect  commerce,  and  under 
this  impression  our  citizens  have  embarked  largely 
in  trade,  and  made  considerable  progress  therein. 
The  enterprising  spirit  of  our  merchants  has  raised 
^his  nation  to  ranlc,  in  regard  .to  commerce,  the 
second  in  the  world,  and  from  this  source  also, 
our  revenue  is  chiefliy.derived.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  this  is  the 
propitious  moment  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  with- 
out even  giving  notice  of  our  intention  to  do  so, 
abandon  our  merchants  and  their  property  to  the 
rapacity  of  a  foreign  nation.  I  conceive,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  our  duty  to  afford  them  such  pro- 
tection as  the  resources  of  our  country,  and  the 
prospects  we  have  heretofore  held  out.  would  au- 
thorize them  to  expect. 

In  examining  this  subject,  the  first  important 
iDquiry  that  presents  itself,  is,  in  regard  to  the 
grounds  of  complaint  which  have  occasioned  the 
resolution  before  you  to  be  proposed.  There  are 
two.  First,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen ;  and 
aecond,  the  unjust,  and,  as  we  believe,  unauthor- 
ized aggressions  committed  on  our  commerce  by 
the  crufsers  of  Great  Britain.  If  you  look  at  the 
documents  on  your  table,  you  will  see  that  our 
seamen  have  been  impressed  by  that  nation  for 
years  past,  without  the  color  of  right,  and  in  a 
manner,  which  it  is  not  pretended,  on  this  floor, 
is  authurized  by  justice,  or  sanctioned  by  the  laws 
or  usages  of  nations.  They  have  been  treated  in 
the  most  uuhumaa  manneri  if  informaiioa  is  to 


be  relied  upon;  compiled  to  perform  the  hardest 
duly  in  her  ships  of  war,  and  forced  against  their 
will  to  fight  her  enemies,  who  were  at  the  same 
time  on  terms  of  friendship  with  us.  They  have 
been  tak^n  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  place  to 
place — from  one  country  or  island  to  another; 
shifted  frotn  ship  to  ship,  aad  often  sent  to  distant 
parts  of  the  world,  bo  as  to  place  them  beyond  the 
research  of  their  friends  or  their  country,  and  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  either  to  reclaim  them,  by 
producing  the  proofs  required  of  their  citizenship 
to  obtain  their  iiberatroo.  It  has  been  stated  that 
Great  Britain  has  always  been  willing  to  deliver 
up  such  impressed  seamen  as  were  proved  to  be 
bonajide  American  citizens.  But  this  is  a  falla- 
ciou.s  pretext  on  her  part,  frojn  which  little  or  no 
benefit  can  arise  to  us.  She  impresses  onr  people, 
without  inquiring  in  regard  to  their  citizenship, 
.or  paying  the  least  regard  to  their  protections. 
Their  friends  knew  not  where  to  find  them,  the 
Government  cannot  ascertain  where  they  are, 
and  years  sometimes  pass  before  it  is  linown 
whither  they  have  been  carried.  It  has,  therefore, 
in  most  cases,  been  found  impossible  to  procure 
their  release,  and  re^ore  them  to  their  friends  and 
tbeir  country;  and  there  are  at  this  moment,  un- 
justly detained  by  that  nation,  between  two  and 
three  thousand  of  our  seamen;  who  have  been 
impressed  without  any  other  pretext,  than  that 
they  spoke  the  English  languase,  or  resembled,  in 
their  persons,  the  inhabitantsof  the  British  empire. 
Our  (jroveromem  has,  in  vain,  remonstmied.  time 
after  time,  on  this  subject  to  the  Court  of  St. 
James.  No  satisfactory  arrangements  could  be 
obtained,  nor  is  thejre  any  fair  grouikd  to  expect  a 
cbaoffe  in  the  conduct  of  that  Government  in  this 
respect.  Complaints  have  been  made  and  repeat- 
ed in  every  quarter  of  the  Union  on  this  subject. 
The  outrages  committed  on  our  citizens  have 
made  aq  impression  on  the  public  mind,  that  de- 
mands on  our  part  the  adoption  of  some  decisive 
measure  to  correct  the  growing  evil.  It  has,  in- 
deed, been  said  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
that  there  exists  a  prospect  of  the  fair  adjustment 
of  our  differences  with  Great  Britain  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  would  ask  those  ^^ntlemen,  upon  what 
information  this  opinion  is  founded?  For  my- 
self. Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  of  no  just  ground  to 
authorize  such  expectation.  The  dccuments  on 
your  table  do  not  justify  a  belief,  that  there  is  at 
this  time  the  least  prospect  of  adjustment.  They 
inform  us,  there  was  once  such  a  prospect,  but  that 
it  has  long  since  vanished ;  and  so  far  as  we  can 
collect  ioformatioo,irom  those  documents,  as  well 
as  from  other  sources,  there  is  not  to  be  fouod  in 
the  conduct  of  the  British  Ministers,  the  siightest 
foundation  fur  a  belief  that  tbey.are  disposed  to 
relinquish  the  ground  they  have  taken,  unless  it  is 
rendered  necessary  by. some  effective  measures  on 
our  part.  I  would  then  put  it  to  gentlemen  to 
say.  if  we  are  not  at  this  time  to  uke  any  step 
whatever,  towards  vindicating  our  violated  riffhts. 
when  will  be  the  proper  time  for  us  to  act?  Have 
we  not  patiently  endured  tbos^  injuries  long 
enough?  And  it  not,  how  much  longer  must  we 
tamely  submit  to  them  ?    What  time  can  be  more 
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favorable  thnn  the  present  to  resist  them?    Will 
it  be  when  Great  Britaio  has  gottPD  into  her  pos- 
session a  greater  number  of  our  seamen'?  When, 
instead  of  near  three  thousand,  she  wilt  have  got- 
ten, six,  eight,  or  ten  thousand?    Will  it  then  be 
a  more  proper  time  to  make  a  stand — to  call  upon 
her  by  some  efficient  measure  to  do  us  justice — 
to  treat  us  a^  an  independent  nation,  or  to  tell  her« 
that  we  will  at  least,  cease  to  treat  her  as  a  friend? 
I  presume  not,  sir.  4  cannot  conceive  it  proper 
that  we  should  wait  for  such  an  event,  before  we 
make  a  stand  in  defence  of  our  rights.'    On  the 
contrary,  it  is  my  opinion,  there  can  be  no  time 
more  likely  than  the  present,  to  render  effectual 
any  measures  we  may  adopt.    Tl^e  present  state 
of  the  war  in  Europe,  which  sufficiently  occupies 
the  great  Powers  in  tnat  quarter,  if  properly  con- 
sidered, and  its,  probable  results,  in  regard  to  us, 
duly  weighed,  ought,  it  appears  to  me,  to  con- 
vince any  man  of  reflection  that  this  is  the  most 
favorable'  moment  to  insist  on  finally  a^usting 
our  differences  on  this  subject  with  Great  Britain. 
The  right  of  our  seamen  to  protection,  while  they 
sail  under  our  flag,  is  undeniable.    It  is  a  perfect 
ri^ht.  as  much  so  a$  the  right  to  be  protected 
within  our  houses,  or  in  our  carriages  on  the  high- 
way.    You  ought,  therefore,  never  to  abandon  it, 
on  any  pretence  whatever;  nay,  sir,  you  cannot, 
abandon  it,  in  justice  to  your  citizens,  unless,  in- 
deed, you  are  willing  to  surrender  your  iiwlepend- 
ence  as  a  nation^    The  ocean  is  a  highway  for  all 
nations,  over  which  no  one  Power  has  exclusive 
Jurisdictibn.,    If  yon  resign  this  right  now  to  Great 
iBritain,  what  reason  have,  you  to  believe  she  will 
not  push  her  deiAands  further,  and  urge  ybu  to 
resign  another,  that  may  be  still  more  important? 
It  is  hiffh  time  that  this  business  was  brought  to  a 
final  ciose^  fotr  if  your  seamen  are  to  be  seized 
wb«rever  they  are  fbund  on  the  ocean,  you  had 
better  strip  your  ships  of  every  sail  they  carry, 
confine  your  citizens  Within  the  limits  of  your 
own  jurisdi(ition,  to  fight  your  own  battles,  should 
it  become  necessary,  rather  than  see  them  exposed 
against  their  will,  in  fighting  the  battles  of  a  for- 
eign nation. 

?rhe  Second  ground  of  complaint  is  tKe  aggres- 
aions  committed  on  our  commerce,  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations,  and  in  violation  of  every  prin- 
ciple of  justice.  Great  Britain  assumes  to  her- 
self the  riffht  to  interdict  to  antral  niitions  a 
cotilmereiai  intercourse  with  the  colonies  of  her 
enemies,  except  under  such  modifications  as  she 
lias  been  pleased  to  presi^ribe.  She  justifies  the 
capture  of  your  vessels  on  the'  ground  of  their 
being  engagejd  in  a  commerce,  during  the  war, 
that  was  not  open  to  them  in  time  ofp^ace.  If 
this  principle  be  once  admitted  as  correct,  and 
carried  to  the  full  extent  of  which  it  is  capable,  it 
w^itl  be  found,  in  its  consequences,  almost  wholly 
to  destroy,  not  only  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try as  a  neutral,  but  that  of  every  neutral  nation 
in  the  world,  ^ou  are  told  you  must  not  in  time 
of  war  exceed  your  accustomed  traffic  in  time  of 
peace.  What  is  the  consequence?  War,  m  a 
great  degree,  destroys  the  trade  which  you  were 
accustomed  to  eojoy  in  time  of  peace,  as  a  great 


part  of  il  becomes  contraband  of  war;  and  this 
new  principle  shuts  up  all  the  avenues  of  com- 
merce .that  were,  opened,  in  consequf*nce  of,  or 
even  during  the  war.  What  commerce,  then,  let 
roe  ask,  will  be  left  to  the  neutral  ?  None,  sir, 
that  will  deserve  the  name  of  commerce.  But 
the  reasons  advanced  in  support  of  this  principle, 
will  go  still  further  to  show  its  destructive  con- 
sequences. One  of  the  reasons  given  why  yoa 
must  not  carry  oh  this  trade,  is,  because  it  is  ben- 
eficial to  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  as  you 
thereby  furnish'  them  with  provisions  and  other 
articles  of  merchandise,  which  relieve  them  from 
the  prciisure  of  the  war,  and  prevent  her  from  de- 
riving ail  the  benefits  she  otherwise  would  do, 
from  her  superiority  at  sea.  If  there  is  any  solid- 
ity in  this  reasoning  it  will  go  the  whole  length 
to  prohibit  you  from  carrying  the  productions  of 
your  own  farms  to  any  nation  the  enemy  of  Great 
Britain.  Your  provisions,  bread  stufis,  beef,  and 
pork,  are  surely  as  useful  for  carrying  on  war  as 
the  produce' of  the  West  India  islands.  She  has 
hitherto,  it  is  true,  applied  this  reasoning  only  to 
the  productions  of  the  coloniejs,  but  it  will  equal- 
Iv  apply  to  those  of  your  own  country.  Hence, 
the  injustice  and  absurdity  of  the  principle  must 
appear  evident  to  every  discerning  and  unpreju- 
diced mind.  But  she  has  already,  in  carrying  in- 
to effect  her  new  principle,  gone  further  than 
merely  to  prohibit  neutrals  from  carrying  colonial 
produce  directly  to  the  ports  of  her  enemies.  She 
nas  laid  the  ground-work  to  prevent  you  from 
carrying  to  those  ports  your  own  productions. 
Your  vessels  are  seized  a^d  condemned  for  beinff 
engaged  in  conveying  to  her  enemies  colonisu 
produce,  which  has  been  fairly  purchased  and 
paid  for  hy  your  citizens,  brought  to  this  country, 
and,  according  to  your  revenue  laws,  made  a  part 
of  the  common  stock  of  the  nation.  If  there  is  a 
shade  of  difference  in  principle  between  this  case, 
and  that  in  which  the  produce  of  your  own  farms 
should  be  captured  on  its  way  to  the  saine  ene- 
my's ports,  it  is  as  flimsy  as  can  be  conceived  to 
exist.  When  your  people  have  purchased  the 
productions  of  other  countries,  and  fairly  paid  for 
them  ;  br6ught  them,  into  your  own,  and  complied 
with  your  municipal  regulations  respecting  tnem. 
they  become  neutralized,  and  as  much  a  part  of 
the  common  stock  of  (he  nation  as  if  they  had 
been  raised  on  your  own  farms;  and  the  same 
principle  that  would  inhibit  you  from  carrying 
these  to  the  ports  of  a  belligerent,  would,  by  par- 
ity of  reasoning,  prevent  you  from  carrying  to  the 
same  ports  the  productions  of  your  own  farms. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  for  a  moment  inquire 
whence  Great  Britain  derives  the  right, according 
to  any  known,  principle  of  law  or  justice,  to  seize 
and  condemn  colonial  produce,  the  properly  of  a 
neutral,  in  consequence  of  its  being  destined  for 
the  ports  of  the  parent  State,  her  enemv?  Stran- 
gers can  acquire  no  rights  against  each  other,  in 
consequence  of  the  domestic  regulations  relative 
to  commerce,  which  a  Power  independent  of 
them  may  choose  to  establish.  Suppose  France, 
by  law,  in  time  of  peace,  should  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  colonial  produce  to  her  ports,  on  the 


711 


HI&TQRY  OP  C0N(JIWP|9P. 


712 


E[opR. 


Non- Importation  af  QowJ^sfrom  Gteat  BrUain, 


Marcb,18Q6. 


coDtinentj  except  Id  her  own  vessels^  Great  Brit- 
ain could  have  no  ri^bt  to  capture  an  American 
Te3sel  engaged  in  sucn  trade.  France  alone  could 
T^htfully  seize  and  condemn  such  vessel  for  the 
infraction  of  her  laws;  but  no  other  Power  could 
have  such  right.  Suppose  such  prohibitions  re- 
moved by  Prance  during  a  war,  and  the  trade  de- 
clared lawful,  could  Great  Britain  ^(lexeby  acquire 
a  right  to  capture  such  vessels  for  beinfi;  eiigaged 
in  ^  trade  now  declared  lawful,  which  she  couM 
hot  do  when  it  was  Unlawful?  Certainly  she 
would  not.  Such  doctrine  would  be  contrary  to 
the  plainest  dictates  of  reason  and  comtnon  sense, 
fijhe  ha^  no  right  to  capture  such  vessel,  while  the 
prohibition  continued,  and  she  coutd  not  certainly 
acquire  the  right  by  such  prohibition  being  re- 
inoved.  The  intervention  of  war  cannot  alter 
the  case,  for  the  rights  of  neutrals,  except  as  to 
coatraband,  remain  the  same  in,  time  of  war  s^s 
they  were  during  p^ce.  I  must  therefore  con- 
sider this  principle  assumed  by  Great  Britain  as 
a  flagrant  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  con- 
trary to  every  principle  of  justice,  and  such  as 
puffht  not  to  be  sanctioned  oy  this  or  any  other 
independent  nation.  If  you  tamely  submit  in  this 
instance,  she  will  assuredly  push  ner  aggressions 
still  further;  encroach  on  your  rights^,  step  by 
step,  as  her  convenience  and  interest  may  require, 
trntil  she  has  efiectually  destroyed  your  commerce, 
and  monopolized  to  herself  the  whole  of  its  pro 
fits.  That  part  of  our  commerce  that  becomes 
imopediately  subject  to  the  operation  of  this  new 
principle,  has  been  stated  as  very  unitpportant, 
and  under  the  name  of  the  carrying  trade,  has 
been  ridiculed  as  not  meritiog  the  notice  of  Gov- 
ernment. A  very  few  remarks  however  will,  1  ap- 
prehend, show  that  it  is  not  so  insignificant  as  has 
been  represented.  In  our  trade  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, there  is  a  balance  in  her  favor  of  nearly 
twelve  millions  of  dollars.  'This  balance  must  be 
naid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  exports  of  the 
United  States  to  other  countries.  Many  of  those 
countries  that  consume  a  great  portion  pf  our  pro- 
duce, cannot  give  us  specie  in  return.  Our  mer- 
chants must  Uierefore,  in  all  such  cases,  return 
the  produce  and  manufactureR  of  such  coun-' 
tries  instead  of  specie ;  and,  as  the  quantity  of 
foreign  produce  and  goods  thus  received  exceeds 
the  amount  necessary  to  supply  the  denoLands  for 
consumption  in  this  country,  it  becomes  import- 
ant that  this  surplus  should  be  carried  to  other 
markets,  where  there  is  a  demaud  for  it.  and 
where  specie  can  be  obtained  in  return.  This  has 
heretofore  been  done  by  our  merchants,  by  first 
importing  such  foreign  produce  into  our  own 
country,  and  then  re-exporting  the  same  for  a 
market;  and  by  means  of  this  trade  alone  have 
thej  been  enabled  to  discharge  the  balance  against 
113  m  our  trade  with  Great  Britain.  The  annual 
value  of  imports  into  the  United  States  amounts 
to  about  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars;  of  this, 
twenty-eight  millions  are  re-exported  to  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  of  that  amount,  eighteen  mil- 
lions go  to  the  dominions  of  Holland,  France, 
Spain,  and  Italy.  The  greater  part  of  which  is 
subject  to  capture  by  the  new  principle  of  the 


law  of  nations  acted  upon  by  Gr^t  Britain.  This 
is  the  carrying  trade,  sir,  which  gentlemen  have 
considered  so  unimportant  as  not  to  merit  die  at- 
tention of  Government.  Instead  of  estimating 
this  trade  at  8850,000,  as  gentlemen  have  doncu 
being  the  net  revenue  derived  therefrom,  (ana 
which  is  not  considered  as  paid  by  citizens  or  the 
United  States,)  it  may  fairly  be  estimated  at 
nearly  eighteen  millions,  or  about  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  of  your  imports,  nearly  in  the  propor- 
tion of  eighteen  million  to  seventy-five.  For  if 
your  merchants  are  not  permitted  to  re-export  the 
surplus  foreign  produqe  to  those  a>arkets  where 
there  is  a  demand  for  it,  it  will  remain  on  their 
hands  and  rot  in  their  stor^-houses.  This  would 
also  sink  the  prioe  of  your  own  produce,  as  there 
could  not  be  a  sufficient  demJtnd  for  it,  because 
your  merchants  would  not  Receive  in  return  for- 
eign produce.  *  Your  trade  must,  therefore,  be 
diminished  nearl]^  in  the  proportion  before  stated. 
I  as^  .gentlemen  \i  thi«  trade ^is  cut  ojS^  how  your 
merchants  are  to  get  specie  to  meet  the  balance 
in  favor  pf  Great  Britain  of  twelve  millions  of 
dollars?  If  this  cannot  be  done,  your  imports 
must  diminish  in  proportion  as  the  means  of  re- 
mittance fail,  and  your  revenue  must  also  feel  the 
shock,  and  suffer  in  the  same  ]^roportiou  as  vour 
importations  are  lessened.  This  is  a  view  or  the 
subject,  which  I  presum.e  deserves  at  least  the 
serious  consideration  of  gentlemen,  and  I  beg  of 
them  to  pause  before  they  agree  to  rdinquisliu 
without  a  struggle,  this  portion  of  our  national 
rights-^for,  if  ypu  submit. ip  this  instance  to  the 
interd[ictipn  imposed  by  Gr^at  Britain  of  carrying 
colonial  produce  to  the  ports  of  her  enemies,  she 
will  assuredly  advance  her  pretensions^  as  already 
stated,  still  further,  and  insist  on  the  right  to  pro- 
hibit you  from  supplying  them  with  your  own; 
and  it  may  fairly  he  asked^  on  the  ground  she  has 
taken,  where  is  the  difference  between  sending 
Cplonial 'produce  to  her  enemies  aQd  sending  your 
own  produce?  The  quantum  of  injury  to  her, 
and  of  benefit  to  them^  will  be  the  same ;  and  she 
will  have  nearly  the  same  right  to  prohibit  in  the 
one  case  as  in  the  other.  This  shows  the  neces- 
sity of  takio^  some  decisive  step  that  will  con- 
viqce  Great  Britain  that  we  are  determineid  not 
to  submit  to  these  aggressions;  that  will  tell  her, 
in  $rm  apd  manly  language,  thus  (ar  ypa  may  gg^ 
but  not  farther.  On  this  subject,  also,  our  Gov- 
ernment has  remonstrated  to  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain vtrithout  effect.  No  satisfactory  arrangements 
could  be  obtained,  and  there  is  no  greater  pros- 
pect of  an  amicable  adjustment  of  our  differences 
with  tjbat  nation  at  this  moment  thai^  there  was 
a  year  ago,  nor  have  I  any  idea  that  we  shall  find 
ourselves  in  a  better  situation  in  this  respectjOne, 
two,  or  three  years  hence,  if  we  tamely  acquieaceL 
than  we  now  are.  Ther^  is,  therefore,  no  ^ouna 
for  delay ;  we  can  derive  no  benefit  from  u;  this 
is  the  time  we  ought  to  act,  the  most  propitioos 
that  is  likely  to  present  itself. 

I  shall,  in  the  next  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  notice 
the  present  state  of  our  relations  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  order  to  ascertain  whether  we  are  prohib- 
itea  by  any  existing  treaty  or  regulation^  from 
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adopting  such  fneasures,  in  regard  to  her,  as  the 
present  state  of  our  a£fairs  may  seeni  to  require. 
We  have  no  comniercial  treaty  with  that  bation, 
except  in  relation  to  her  colonies  on  the  continent 
of  America,  adjacent  to  the  United  Stdtes.    We 
are,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  adopt  such  regulations 
in  regard  tp  our  commerce  with  her,  as'odr  situ- 
ation may  require.    We  ar6  certdinly  tiot  bouiid, 
before  we  adopt  a  commercial  regulation,  to  in- 
quire how  Great  Britain  would  approve  it  1    Or 
tnat  it  might  affect  her  interest,  except  sd  far  as  to 
■ascertaih  its  efficiencjr  to  induce  her  tb  remove  the 
groQtids  of  complaint.    We,  undoubtedly,  have 
the  right  to  declare  with  what  liation  we  Will 
-carry  on  comttierce,  tirithout  givine^  just  cause  of 
War^    This  is  a  right  fpherent  in  every  independ- 
ent daiioQ  \  and,  in  the  exercise  of  it,  wie  i^re  not 
Co  be  guided  by  thfe  po\^er  or  weakness  of  (he  na- 
tion it  may  affect.  The  right  is  the  same  whether 
Oreat  Britain  has  otie  hundred  or  one  thousand 
sh!p^  of  war ;  and  if  you  resign  thiis  right  to  reg- 
ulate yt)nr  own  commerce,  yoii  may  as  well  re- 
sifi;n  your  independence  ds  a  nation.    But,  in  jus- 
tifying this  conduct  toward  us,doe^  Great  Britain 
pretend  that  we  hav^  ^cted  unfriendly  to  her  ? 
jfo;  sli^  has  takdn  no  such  groutid^  except,  indeed, 
in  stating  that  this  part  of  our  boroimerce  is  bene- 
ficial to  her  eneimies,  which  would  equally  apply 
to  atiy  other  part  of  our  trdde  with  them.    There 
is,  thierefore,  no  concession  we  can  mfeike,  coiislst- 
-ent  with  ouf  just  rights  as'  a  natioii,  thdt  would 
•be  likely  to  'j^rodude  a  relinquishment  on  her  part 
of  the  ground  she  h^s  taken.    Belie vidg,  there- 
fore, the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  to  be  sii(ih  as 
reqUiriessome  efficient  measures  to  be  taken  on- 
ouf  part,  and  believing,  also.  #e  have"  a  right, 
without  giving  jUst  bause  of  war,  to  adopt  the  res- 
lotion  under  consideration,  or  any  other  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature,  I  shall  proceed  to  inquire  the  effects 
sOch  a  measure  woUld  have  on  Gre^t  Brttaid.  and 
the  probability  that  it  would  induce  her  (o  do  us 
justice.     There  is  at  present  annually  imported 
into  this  country  ftom  tH^  dominiods  of  Great 
Britain,  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  thirty-five 
millions  of  dollars ;  for  the  greatei*  part  of  which 
she  receives  specie^,  or  American  prodilce,  equ&lly 
Taluable,  and  mor^  necessary  for  her  support  as  a 
natioft.     la  this  trade  there  is  in  her  favor  a  bal- , 
ance  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars.    Surely,  sir,  it 
can  require  no  argument  to  convince  any  mdn  of 
Xht  vast  importance  to  Great  Britain  of  a  trade 
that  furbishes  a  market  for  so  great  a  quantity  of 
her  produce  and  mantifactures ;  supplies  her  in 
return  with  those  articles  which  are  most  neces- 
sary for  her  silpnort,  and  produces  a  balande  in 
h^r  f^vot  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars.    A  total 
or  partial  interdiction  of  this  trade  would  dimin- 
ish her  profits  derived  therefrom,  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  such  intei'diction.    Her  oiatiufac- 
tures  would  remain  oh  hand  and  rot  in  her  store- 
houses'; there  would  be  no  demand  for  them  ia 
European  markets,  when  the  like  articles  are 
furnished  from  the  paanUfacihres  of  their,  own 
countries^  and  the  resources  of  the*  nation  would 
/suffer  in  proportion  as  the  trade  was  stagn&ted.  If 
•we  are  to  pay  any'reg&rd  to  the  public  prints  Of 


that  nation,  we  inust  conclude  such  a  measure 
would  have  a  very  serious  effect  upon  her  interest. 
They  inform  us  that  country  would  sustain  an 
annual  loss  of  seven  millions  sterling,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  a  measure  similar  to  that  before  you.  Is 
it  likely,  sir,  her  merchants  would  tamely  submit 
to  such  a  loss  ?  No,  they  would  not ;  they  wotild 
call  oil  their  Government  to  remove  the  caus& 
and  their  pOWer  and  influence  there  are  too  well 
known  to  believe  thefy  would  not  be  heard.  Fur- 
ther, Mh  Chairman,  such  a  measure  would  induce 
our  merchants  to  seek  other  markets,  where  they 
cduld  vend  ovir  produce  and  receive  the  necessary 
supplies.  In  this  Great  Britain  would  discover 
the  dangerous  consequences  likely  to  arise  from, 
her  injustice,  and  feel  sensibly  the  effects  it  mighi 
produce  on  her  mercantile  interest.  This  meas- 
ure Would  have  another  effect  in  regard  to  us.  It 
would  render  lis  less  dependent  than  we  now  are 
on  Great  Britain ;  which,  I  conceive,  would  be  a 
very  fortunate  circumstance;  for  I  cannot  con- 
sider it  the  interest  of  this  coimtry  to  be  united 
too  closely  with,  or  rendered  dependent  on  any 
foreign  nation,  by  means  of  mercantile  connex; 
ions  with  hei*  citizens ;  and,  in  proportion  as  oiiir 
connexions  with,  and  dependence  oh.  Great  firit- 
aiti  would  cease  in  this  iespect,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion We  should  be  freed  from  foreign  influence 
and  from  the  effects  produced  by  her  mercantile 
interest  on  ^he  piiblic  mind,  in  «ome  portions  of 
this  country,  Fermit  me  herti,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
notice  an  observation  made  br  the  honorable 
speaker,  (Mr.  Macon,)  when  he  inqipried  wh]^ 
otir  merchants  did  not  go  to  bther  markets  than 
those  of  Great  Britain  f  The  answer  is  obviouS| 
froiti  what  has  been  already  said.  Many  of  our 
merctiants  are  connected  with  British  merchants,; 
niany  of  them  the  mere  factors  of  British  mer« 
chants,  trading  with  British  capital ;  such  meii 
will  not  seek  other  markets,  while  tbey  are  per- 
jiiltted  to  proctire  their  mercnandise  in  that  coun* 
try,  where  they  have  their  capital  and  connexions 
— where  they  are  better  known,  and  have  more 
extensive  credit;  our /eal  American  merchants* 
have  also  Urge  connexions  and  extensive  credit 
there,  and  they  will  be  unwilling  to  relinquish 
these,  unless  Government  shall,  by  some  effective 
measure,  give  a  hew  diirection  to  trade  and  anew 
impulse  to  OIK  commercial  affairs.  But,  let  this 
once  take  ^ace.  and  I  am  donvinced  our  mer-r 
chants  will  be  aole  to  procure  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  articles  we  consume  at  other  European  mar<^ 
kets — those  of  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Italy,  and 
Gkrmany,  db'c,  on  as  £ood  terms;  or,  the  channels 
of  trade  once  changed.  Great  Britain  will  find  it 
difficult  to  restore  them  to  their  former  direction. 
Thi^  she  ratist  know,  and  when  she  sees  the  con-* 
dtict  she  is  now  pursuing  will  produce  this  effeei, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  she  will  relinquish  the 
jrrouQd  she  has  taken  and  do  us  justice.  It  is  her 
interest,  it  ij  her  true  policy  to  do  so. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  though  we  interdici 
ioiportation  frorn  Great  Britain,  siie  will  be  able, 
ndtwithstanding,  to  drscharge  or  dispose  of  all  her 
manufactures ;  that  they  will  find  other  markets, 
knd  through  them  find  their  way  to  the  United 
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States.  This  is  an  evasive  and  an  inconclusive 
argument.  It  may  be  a  sound  general  principle 
that  commerce,  on  a  large  scale,  will  seek  its  mar- 
kets  and  find  its  level,  as  the  waters  do  in  the 
ocean :  but  regulation,  such  as  that  before  you, 
will  affect  its  course,  change  its  direction,  impede 
its  progress,  and  determine  its  channels,  so  as  to 
deprive  some  countries  of  its  benefits,  in  favor  of 
others,  in  the  same  manner  that  mountains,  hills, 
and  valleys,  change  and  $hape  the  directions,  of 
water  courses  in  their  progress  to  the  ocean. 

But.  it  is  insisted,  this  measure  will  produce 
war ;  I  consider  it  entirely  in  the  nature  of  a  com- 
mercial regulation,  and  such  as  cannot,  as  already 
stated,  give  apy  just  cause  of  war.  But,  it  is  ask- 
ed, will  Great  Britain  inquire  whether  it  is,  or  i? 
not,  just  cause  of  war  ?  Will  she'  not  consider  it 
80.  because  it  is  against  her  interest?  If  gentle- 
men will  have  it  that  Great  Britain  hasabandon- 
ed  every  principle  of  justice,  it  is  vain  to  expect 
she  will,  on  any  occasion,  be  governed  by  reason, 
or  niotives  of  propriety,  in'  her  conduct  toward 
us;  if  she  is  totally  regardless  of  common  right, 
and  governed'  by  uer  intetr.ests  alone,  she  waits 
only  a  more  favorable  opportunity  to  give  our 
commerce  a  more  deadly  blow;  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, high  time  to  withdraw  ourselves  from  all 
connexions  with  her.  But,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
go  this  length ;  I  cannot  believe  a  great  nation, 
who  holds  a  dignified  rank  among  4he  Powers  of 
the  earth,  would  expose  herself  to  the  indignation 
and  derision  of  the  world^  b)r  abandoning  all  re- 
spect for  justice  and  public  right.  I  must  believe 
sne  still  retains  some  regard  for  her  national 
honor;  and,  if  not  for  her  honor,  she  does  for  her 
interest :  all  that  she  could  say,  with  any  color  of 
justice,  would  be,  that  she  has  the  right  to  adopt 
other  regulations  on  her  part  to  counteract  yours. 
Let  us  inquire  into  the  effect  of  such  regulations. 
She  inay  say^  your  produce  shall  not  go  to  her 
colonies,  her  islands,  or  any  of  her  dominions.  If 
she  takes  this  measure^  she  will  prepare  the  most 
effectual  scourge  for  her  own  subjects.  She  will 
reduce  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands  not  only  to 
a  state  of  starvation^  but  force  them  at  length,  in 
all  probability,  into  insurrection.  We  have  alrea- 
dy witnessed  the  complaints  of  those  people  to  the 
mother  country.  We  have  seen  the  picture  they 
have  drawn  of'^  their  sufferings  and  distress,  and 
their  declarations  that  they  cannot  exist  without 
the  produce  of  the  United  States.  How,  then, 
shall  Britain  retaliate?  She  cannot  do  i^  effectu- 
ally without  injuring  herself  mor«  than  she  will 
you.  Hence,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  the  adop- 
tion of  proper  measures  on  our  part — of  measures 
similar  to  that  before  you— would  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect  in  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  toward  us. 

An  important  inquiry  remains  to  be  made ;  and 
that  is,  the  effects  such  a  measure,.as  that  now  be- 
before  you,  would  produce  on  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  revenue^  and  on  the  ag- 
ricultural interest.  It  has  been  insisted  that  it 
would  destroy  your  commerce.  This  must  be  on 
the  supposition  that  it  would  produce  war.  I  have 
endeavored  to  show  this  would  not  be  the  neces- 


sary nor  even  the  probable  consequence  of  it.  I 
am  not,  however,  prepared  to  vote  for  it.  at  this 
time,  in  its  present  shape;  but  I  do  not  refuse  my 
assent  to  it  because  I  believe  it  to  be  a  war  meas- 
ure, nor  because  I  think  Great  Britain  herself 
would  consider  it  so,  but  because  I  conceive  it 
more  advisable  to  adopt  a  measure  that  will  not 
so  materially  affect  either  your  commerce,  your 
revenue,  or  your  agricultural  interest.  On  this 
ground  I  would  myself  prefer  a  measure  that 
would  impose  additional  dutiesr  on  British  mer- 
chandise, or  I  would  agree  to  interdict  the  import- 
ation into  this  country  of  certain  specified  arti- 
cles, the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain, 
as  proposed  by  the  resolution  introduced  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Maryland,  This  measure  would 
not  have  a  very  serious  effect  upon  the  commerce 
of  our  country,  as  such  articles  might  be  selected,, 
and,  indeed,  are  in  the  resolution  alluded  to,  as 
could  be  conveniently  enough  procured  at  other 
markets.  It  would,  at  the  same  time,  pa'raljrze 
the  most  valuable  and  profitable  portion  of  British 
manufactures,  and  enlist  the  cbercantile  interest  of 
that  country  agaiqst  the  present  unjust  proceed- 
ings of  their  Government.  The  result  cannot 
well  be  doubted  by  those  who  know  the  powerful 
influence  their,  merchants  have  over  the  affairs  of 
that  nation.  The  amount  of  dutiey  arising  from 
merchandise  imported  from  Great  Britain,  paying 
a  duty  ad  valorem,  is  somewhat  less  than  three 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  The  articles  pro- 
posed to  be  prohibited  are  chiefly  of  the  descrip- 
tion paying  such  duty,  but  do  not  include  the 
whole  of  them.  The  introduction  will  not  prob- 
ably extend  to  more  than  one-half  the  orerchan-^ 
dise  in  value,  paying  such  duty.  But,  suppose  the 
amount,  on  the  prohibited  articles,  should  be  two 
millions — the  only  diminution  of  revenue  that 
could  take  place  must  arise  from  a  failure  on  the 
part  of  our  merchants  to  obtain  those  articles  at 
other  markets,  and  would  be  only  proportioned 
to  such  failure.  Suppose  they  should  fail  in  ob- 
taining those  articles  to-  the  extent  of  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  ;  the  loss  of  revenue  would  be  pro- 
portioned, and  might  be  estimated  at  half  a  mil- 
lion ;  though  I  do  not, myself,  from  the  best  inform- 
ation I  have  been  able  to  obtaiu,  believe  it  would 
exceed  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
This  loss  of  revenue  is  certainly  not  so  important 
as  to  prevent  us  from  adopting,  and,  once  adopted, 
adhering  to  a  measure  we  deem  calculated  to  vin- 
dicate our  rights.  I  shall  not  descend  into  de- 
tails, as  to  the  countries  in  which  those  articles 
can  be  procured.  Mercantile  gentlemen  have 
spoken,  and  differed  on  this  subj,ect;  but,  from  the 
most  correct  information  to  be  obtained  here,  I 
am  of  opinion  there  are  few  articles  now  gotten 
from  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  which  are 
necessary  for  our  consumption,  that  may  not  be 
obtained  from  other  markets.  Hence,  sir,  it  does 
appear  to  me,  that  such  a  measure  as  that  above 
proposed,  would  not,  in  any  great  degree,  affect 
your  commerce  or  your  revenue. 

I  will  now  hubmit  a  few  remarks  with  regard 
to  the  effects  of  such  a  measure  on  the  agriculia- 
ral  interests  of  this  country.    It  will  here  be  ob- 
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served,  that  no  propo«UioD  has  been  made  that 
goes  to  lesirict  our  exports.    They  will,  of  course, 
continue  to  seek  the  best  nmrkets,  and  our  produce 
wilt  find  hs  way  to  Great  Briiaio,  as  usual.    I  ad- 
mit, however,  that  commerce  and  agriculture  are 
so  iotiihatelv  connected,  that  you  cannot  give  a 
dangerous  blow  to  the  one  witnout  its  being  seri- 
ously felt  by  the  other.    But,  when  this  is  admit- 
ted to  be  the  case,  it  furnishes  the  strongest  ground 
for  extending  protection  to  commerce, lest  the  ag- 
ricultural interest  should  suffer,  in  consequence  of 
the  wound  ^iven  your  commerce.    I  am  also  wil- 
Hog  to  admit  it  probable,  if  we  probibit,the  intro- 
duction of  British  manufactures  into  this  country, 
it  may,  in  some  degree,  reduce  the  price  of  our 
produce  that  goes  to  Great  Britain,  bat  not  to  such 
ftp  extent  as  lo  be  seriously  felt.    It  is  also  true, 
that  Great  Britain  now  receives  the  greatest  part 
of  the  staple  articles^  CQtton  and  tobacco,  exported 
from  the  Southern  and  Western  States.    Rut, 
sliould  the  proposed  measure  be  adopted,  she  will 
stand  in  as  much  need  of  cotton  as  she  now  dotes. 
Her  manufactures  cannot  be  carried  on  without 
the  paw  materials^  and  she  cannot  procure  a  suf^ 
ficiejQcy  of  this  article  from  any  other  quarter. 
This  interdiotioQ    cannbt,  therefore,  affect  the, 
price  of  cotton,  or  if  it  should,  it  must  be  in  a 
Tery  small  degree  indeed.    J  am  not,  however,  for 
interdicting  the  importation  from  Gkeat  Britain  of 
cotton  manufactures,  because  I  believe  it  would 
be  difficult  to^obtain  them  at  other  .markets.  ^This 
will  remove  the  greatest  objection  that  has  been 
stated  on  this  subject  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  as  Great  Britain  will  still  continue  to 
have  the  same  demand' for  thiaariicl^.    With  re- 
sard  to  tobacco,  its  price  cannot  be  materially  af- 
fected by  this  measure';  it  may,  perhaps,' in  a  small 
de^ee^  as  their  merchants  will  not.be  able  to  ex- 
ciMusge  their  manufactores  for  it,  but  this  cannot 
be  »uch  as  to  be  sensibly  felL    I  cannot,  therefore, 
consider  the  objections  made  to  adopting  such 
a  measure,  on  the  Around  of  its  iniurious  effects 
oo  the  agricultural  interest,. as  well  founded.    1 
conceive,  in  the  present  state  of  our  affairs,  the 
only  way  in  which  we  can  secure  and  promote 
the  interest  of  agriculture,  is  to  protect  our  com- 
merce.   But,  we  are  asked  if,  by  this  measure, 
we  can  expect  to  produce  any  considerable  effect 
upon   a  powerful  nation,  without  its  producini^ 
some  re-actioo  on  ourselves?    I  apswer,  we  mu^t 
expect,  in  soAie  degree,  to  be  affected  by  it,  and  I 
believe  the  American  people  are  prepared  to  suf- 
fer some  inconveniences  to  obtain  redress.    They 
do  not  expect,  when  measures  are  taken  to  vindi- 
cate their  riffbts,  to  be  permitted  to  repose  at  per- 
fect ease^    No  nation  can  be  in  such  a  situation 
as  to 'enable  her  to  act  effectively  on  another  Power, 
so  as  to  bring  her  to  terms,  without  feeling,  ip  iome 
degree,  herself,  the  re  action  of  the  measures  she 
may  adopt,    ^uch  a  state  of  things  is  not  to  be 
expected.    If  this  were  the  ease,,  there  would  be 
no  necessity  to  appeal  to  the  public  voice  or  the 
national  feeling  on  such  occasions.    You  might 
adopt  any  measure  you  deemed -propcL  to  obtain 
your  object,  without  consulting  the  sense  of  the 
natioo,  ii  the  public  a^  large  were  to  beja  no  manr 


ner  affected  thereby.  But,  the  people  of  America 
sensibly  feel  the  indignity  offered  to  their  country, 
and  are  as  ready  to  make  sacrifices,  to  obtain  re* 
dress,  as  the  merchants.  When  I  have  said  this^ 
much,  and  am  willing  to  go  this  far,  yet  I  am  not 
disposed  to  support  the  mercantile  interest  to  any 
extravagant  extent  to  which  our  trade  may  be 
bar ried.  1  am  not  disposed  to  protect  our  mer* 
chants  in  covering  enemy's  property.  As  we  have 
agreed  to  relinquish  the  principle,  that  ''a  neutral 
flag  shall  make  neutral  property,"  1  am  not  now 
disposed  to  resume  it,  and  insist  on  its  being  ob- 
served, though  I  believe  we  nev.er  ought  to  have 
abandoned  it,  so  long  as  we  continue^d  a  commer- 
cial nation.  If,  therefore,  any  of  our  merchants 
are  engaged  in  such  trade — in  covering  enemy's, 
properly — ^let  Great  Britain  seize  and  condemn 
their  vessels.  This  she  may  do — but  let  not  the 
innocent  suffer  with  the  gnilty.  I  beg  leave,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject 
as  it  respects  other  nations.  We  are  told,  you 
must  not  engage  in  the  colonial  trade  to  France 
or  her  allies,  because  you  thereby  assist  the  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain.  If  this -principle  be  al-' 
lowed,  let  me  ask,  what  will  France  say  ?  She 
will,  tell  yon,  you  shall  not  trade  in  the  products 
of  Great  Britain,  because  you  will  thereby  give 
aidrand  assMtaace  to  .her — the  enemy  of  France. 
And  would  not  this  have  more  than  the  appear- 
ance of  justice  in  it  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  fair  po- 
sition? Has  not  France  the  same  right  with 
Great  Britain  -  to  ^y,  you  shall  not  furnish  sup- 
plies to  her  enemies  1 .  And  thus  you  would  be 
stripped  of  the  w^holeof  the  colonial  trade.  But, 
you  are  asked,  if,  w'hen  yon  adopt  this  resolution, 
you  are  prepared  to  contend  with  the  navy  oi 
Great  Britain  ?  I  was,  sir,  sorryr  to  hear  this  re- 
mark introduced  on  this  occasion.  To  hear  it 
said,  when  you  are  about  making  a  regulation 
merely  commercial-*to  direct  the  affiiirs  of  your 
own  country — if  you  adopt  such  measures,  Great 
Britain  will  make  war  upon  you-^will,at  a  single 
stroke.^weep  alt  your  vessels  from  the  Ocean  I  To 
hear  the  power  of  that  nation  ma^ified,  and  her 
warlike  achievements  painted  in  the  highest  col- 
ors, as  if  to  awe  and  intimidate  your  own  country  I 
Is  it,  indeedl,  sir,  come  to  this^  that  we  shall  not  oe 
permitted  to  wear  a  coat,  the  cloth  of  which  is  not 
niade  in  Great  Britain  I  Shall  we  not  determine 
for  ourselves,  without  consulting  at^y  other  nation, 
with  regard  to  the  clothes  we  shall  wear,  or  the 
food  or  liquors  we  shall  consume?  If  the  crisis 
has  arrived,  at  which  we  are  afraid  to  decide  on 
those  points  without  having  a  special  regard  to 
the  good  pleasure  of  Great  Britain,  I  say,  in  the 
nami;  of  God,  let  us  re^ga  our  independence,  re* 
turn  again  to  the  degraded  state  of  Colonies,  and 
only  inquire  under  whose  wings  we  shall  place 
ourselves  for  protection.  But,  suppose  the  power 
of  that  nation  is  so  great  and  formidable  (as  it  has 
been  repeatedjy  represented  by  gentlemen)  that 
you  axe  not  to  take  a  step  without  consulting  her 
interest,  lest  you  should  offend  her.  When,  let 
me  ask,  will  this.pow^r  be  diminished  ?  When 
wi41  the  obstacle  be  removed  ?  She  has  now  nearly 
eight  hundred  ships  of  war  qu  the  ocean — in  what 
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d^ree  must  they  be  diminished  before  you  will 
dare  Co  take  the* first  step  in  viDdication  of  yoar 
yiolated  ri^bts  'I  Or,  suppose  ber  navy  should  be 
iubreased,  m  a  few  years/,  to  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  ships  of  war^  shaH  we  shrink  from  de> 
fraidiiiff  QUI  rights  in  proportion  to  this  increase 
•of  her  aary  ?  I  am  not,^«ir,  willing  to  sanction 
sueh  a  doetriae.  However  powerful  shle  may  be. 
rigfU  ihJBiiU  the  same,  and  ought  to  be  naintained 
i&violate.  You  have  been  told,  triumphantly,  that 
Oreat  Britatn  is  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world. 
On. tbis  point,  weate  not  to  legislate.  We  are  a 
iieutml  nation,  and  as  such;  ought  not  to  affect  a 
;.piirtkUly  for  either  France  or  Gfreat  Brhain.  I 
will  nioi^  on  this  occasion,  change  my  vote  on  the 
groMnd  that  Great  Britain  is  fighting  the  battles 
ii  iJbe  world)  or  that  Bonaparte  is  conqtiering:  it. 
Tiie  tnamiftnt  it  shall  become  qecessary  for  us  to 
tfeKe  part  ia  the  war,  then,  and  not  till  then,  I  shali* 
bis  wiUing  to  declare  on  which  side  we  ought  to 
enlbt  this  nation.  But,  while  at  peace,  it  is  neither 
the:  id^ht  nor  the  duty  of  a  neutral  Power  to  de^- 
tef mi^e  which  of  those  nations  engaged ,  in  war 
bras  justice  oii  her  side.  I  conceive  we  are  bound 
to  do  equal  justice  to  the*  one  as  the  other,  and 
sot  wilfully  to  aid  eitheiv  to  the  prejodke  of  the 
oHhec.  . 

.  It  has^abo  been  stated  <m  this  floor,  that  your 
territory  has  been  violated,  and  your  frdniiets  in« 
yaded:  by  Spain  -,  and  that  yo»  ought  to  avenge, 
these  wrongs,  before  you  take  measures  to  iN'Ot^f 
yoar  commerce.  It  is  tjue,  sir,  some  unjustifiable 
ads  have  beeu  doBe,,oii  our  Southern  and  West- 
m  frontiers  by  Spanisb  subjects,  apd  perhaps  by 
Spa&kh  agents.  j3uf  it  does  not  appear  the.  acts 
w«re  authorized  or  sanctioned  by  their  Gtovern*- 
ment.  So  far  as  has  come  tb  oar  knov^ledge, 
firom  the  documents  on  our  tables,  and  from' the 
bttt  iuforna«ion  tliwi  hai  been  obtained,  (and  the 
Hotrse  are  possessed  of  the  same  information,) 
there  hare  been  no  a.^gr«ffiions  or  violations  of 
tartitorial  righf,  committed  within  the  portioof  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  of  which  we 
brre  taken  actual  possession,  or  on  our*  citizens 
within  the  same,  under  tbd  acknowledged  author- 
iif  of  the  Spanish  Qbveroittent ;  on  the  contrary, 
her  ofiicerft  have  explicitly  disavowed  the  dggrea- 
sloas  complained  ofr  If  the  subjects  of  S  pain,  and 
American  citizens,  have  crossed  the  line  of  dO' 
nwrhation,  alte/Hately,  and  committed  dutra^es 
on  the  territories  of  each  Power  without  authority 
from  their  resneetive  Qovemments,  (which  it  is 
believed  was  the  case,)  it  is  a  proper  subject  for 
judieiak  investigation,  or  for  amicable  adjustment, 
py  the  agents  of  the  two  Governments,  but  not  a 
just  cause  of  war,  so  long  as  those  acts  are  disa* 
^fiowed  by  the  respective  GoverlMnents.  There  is, 
therefoPCy  no  ground  for  the  assertion,  that  we  have 
tamely  submitted  to  the  aggressions  and  inroads 
of  Spain  upon  our  territory.  With  regard  to  the 
depredations  stated  to  have  been  committed  xytk 
oor  commereeby  thecruisers  of  France  and  Spain, 
they  are  of  a  nature  aitogetber  differetit  fVom  those 
oOBtfoiitted  by  Qreat  Britain.  The  former  GFov- 
eiftraEieBts  have  not  sauetioned  the  conduct  of 
tbcdr  cruisers  in  those  late  cases  com][rfaiiied  ( 


They  have  not  authorized  them  by  formal  instruc- 
tions to  prey  upon  our  commerce,  and  seize  oar 
vessels  engaged  in  a  lawfal  trade ;  nor  have  tfaej 
introduced  into  the  law  of  nadons  a  new  princi- 
ple, suited  to  the  present  eircumstances.  to  justify 
aggressions*  Since  the  unauthorized  eaptures, 
made  by  the  cruisers  of  those  two  GovernmeBts, 
which  have  for  a  considerable  time  been  in  a  train 
of  amicable  settlemetH,  there  is  not  a  case  that  has 
come  to  our  kaowledgcy  in  which  the  admiralty 
courts  of  Fraaee  and  Spain,  in  deciding  on  cafp- 
tuires  ntade'of  Amerioa«  property,  have  asmrmed 
and  acted  upon  a  priaciple  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations,  to  justify  thec^demnatton  of  sueh  prop^ 
erty,  and  in  which  the  same  wasafterwards saac'* 
tioned  by  either  of  those  Governments  Ofr  the 
cotttvaffkit  is  well  kno^n'^  and  so  declared  by  her 
Minister  here,  that  Spain  has  issued  orders  to  her 
cru  iserfrto  respect  the  A  nerusan  Attg,  What  foun- 
dation, thereibre,  is  there  for  the  deciaratk)n  ot 
glentlemen',  that  yoti  have  cringed  and  ^runk  from 
the  content  with  Fcance  and  Spain,  and  now  wish 
to  holly  Great  Britain?  Theve  is  none,  sir.  We 
have  not  tamely  submitted  to  injury  aofd  iasull 
from  tho6^quarter8,^norhavewe  deserted  therighta 
of  our  Qouutry.  And  when  the  whole  proceed- 
ings^ which  have  taken  place  during  the  present 
session  shall  be  made  public,  (which  I  hope  maf 
soon  take  place)  the  American  people  will  justify 
aod  app^ud-oor  conduct,  and  tbey  will  also  jodee 
who  were  disposed  to  renign  th6i«  rights,  and  tosuiH 
mit  to  national  insult 'and  injury. 
'  It  has,  Mr.  Chairman,  been  observed  by^a  gen- 
tleman froiwNew  York,  (Mr.  MasTBka,)  that  nv- 
tional  animosity  produced  the  reMyiution  before 
you.  i  regret  that  sueh  an  idoa  should  be  ex- 
pressed on  this  floor;  I  know  of  no  sueh  animos- 
ity, but  tbelieve,  on  the  contrary,  if  a  national  par- 
tiality exists  in  this  comttry^  it  leiv favor  of  Great 
Britain  f  not  that  t  believe  such  pkftiality  crimi- 
nal ;  but  Great  Britaitt.  beia^  the  parent  country, 
^leaking  the  same  language  with  ourselvea,  and 
$0  many  of  her  subjects  becoming  citizens  of  this 
country,  there  is  naturally  felt  a  degree  of  attach- 
ment towards  the  people  of  thait  nation.  If  theee 
feelings  do  no«  go  too  far^  thev  are  laudable;  but 
in  regard  to  a  Aational  animosity  to  Grfeat  Britain, 
I  do'  not  believe  ir  exists  itt  this  country,  at  least 
to  any  considerable  extent..  If  gentlemen  meaii 
that  this  animoftity  exists  against  tyranny,  I  hope  it 
^ill  eternally  exist,  so  long  as  its  cause  exists. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  we  shall  not  cherish 
animosity  against  France,  any  more  than  against 
Great  Britain.  Nor  do  I  wish  us  to  cherish  phr- 
tiality  for  either.  There  was,  I  believe,  sir,  a  time 
when  the  people  of  this  country  felt  a  generous 
impulse  in  favor  of  the  Frenich  natron.  The  flame 
of  liberty  that  issued  from  the  bosom  of  Araeriea, 
during  the  Revolution,  had  kindled  up  anew  in 
France,  and  protnised  for  awhile  to  illuminate  the 
whole  world.  The  A  merican  people  rejoiced  at 
the  prospect,  and  felt  a  generous  sei^timent  of  en- 
thusiasm towards  those  whoaMieared  to  be  advo- 
cating the  cause  of  liberty  and  the  freedom' of  man. 
,But  fam  not  prepared  to  say,  that  their  flame  ha* 
continued  to-borxij  or'thht  th^  ^xp^ctanom  it  ere- 
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ated  twYe  b^en  rettlited ;  bar  I  may,  I  {^r^sufoe, 
say,  there  is  no  ground  to  believe  tliattbid  nation 
entertains  a  criminal  animosity  against  or  partial- 
ity for  eitter  Gteaf  Britain  or  France.  The  same 
frentlemam  has  observed,  what  i  admit  h  too  trae, 
that  Great  Britain  governs  the  coitim^ree  of  the 
world.  This,  however,  is  the  strongest  reason  that 
comd  be  advanced,  againat  a  tame  suhmi^sien  to 
erery  act  of  aggression  which  that  Oovefrnment 
m«y  chfe)Ose  to  cdmmit  on  yotir  6b^mereej  tmleda, 
indeed,  you  are  willine  to  aeknowledge  a  nattonal 
pUaRlanimity,  and  an  inability  to  reisisf  initrry.  if 
weitrecinabie  to  appose  Great  Britain  on  the  ocean, 
atid  she  Will  ^emm  in  her  nnjoat  violati(m  of  otir 
rights,  let  us  withdraw  iicjA  ait  obiknexioni  With 
her — confine  ourselves  within  the  limits  of  oKr 
territory,  and  live  independent  of  h^'itnftfries  and 
h€t  donrmerce^  on  the  prOductiMs  and  mahufac- 
totfes  of  our  own  couhtry. 

I  have  one  or  two  remarks  to  iiiake  on  ah  ob- 
servation of  a  getitieman  from  Georgia.  The  girn- 
tledian  says,  that  wevr^happy  beyond  ail  «Mm  pie. 
I  atdmit  th0  tmth  of  this  remark;  hot  it  it  the  way 
to  continue  so.  w  shbmit  to  ^rery  insltflt,  and 
cringe  to  every  liijury  ?  To  shrink-  from  resistance, 
and  estimate  the  value  of  our  rights  by  the  strength 
of  the  British  navy ;  but  in  an  inrerse  ratio  ?  If 
we  l6ok  back  to  the  rise  of  our  liberty.  We-  shIilH 
ffi^  itsprUdg  firtfm  a  thanly  resistance  agatnsft  ty- 
ranny. It  is  our  dtrty,  in  my  bplnioii,  to  makef  the 
like  resrstencc  noW  j  to  imitate  the  couFdoct  of  our 
f^refBthers,  from  whose  exertions  iVe  derived  otnr 
independence.  Cut  then  it.i^  repeated,  by  the  same 
sen d^ttian;  that  this  nfeasure  wifll  be  considered  by 
Oreiat  Britaii^  a^  a  cause  of  war.  This  id€*a  setras 
to  b^  so  deeply  fij^ed  in  tlie  minds  of  getttlemen, 
that  they  seem  to  se«  that  nation  take  flame,  and 
mttke  war  th^  moment  you  touch  h^  sacred  in^' 
ter^st,  her  manufactures.  I  am  still,  howeVer,. 
umabTid  to  discover  tfpon  What  ground  this  meft5sure 
can  be  considered'  a  cause  of  war.  It  is  sim;^  a 
cdn^Miereial'  regalation— and  you  might  as  w^h  be 
ti>ld,  afre  would  Consider  a  law  regulating  y^jur'or- 
ditrary  internal  concerns,  a  cause  of  war.  It  luay 
herve  be  poper  to  liotice  oiie  circumstance  of  some 
sinrgala rity  a  ttending  the  present  discussion:  Some 
gentlemen,  opposed  to  this  resolution,  hare  eatbress- 
6^  their  willingness  to  do  something-^to  ^dOpt  a 
meatoure  1^  energetic  than  this  is;  Yet^  all  their 
BTg/etfXketm  are  b<momed  on  the  sante  principle, 
atid  ntB  equally  hostile  to  any  effective  n&easqre 
that  can  be  devised,  ar  they  are  to  that  before  you. 
If  GreAtrBrit&th  h«s  a  righttocditsidera  tdtal  pro- 
Mbftionf  of  her  merchandise  into  this  country,  a 
cau^e  of  war;'  she  has  the  saine  rr^ht  to  consider  a 
partial  prohibition  so.  The  principle  is  the  same ; 
the  only  difference  is  in  dtfgtte,  or  in  regrfrd  tofHe 
qtiamtnm  of  merchandise  to  be  affected  by  the  mea- 
an  re.  T'iioughj  therefore,  my  vote  rarfy  agr^e  with 
the  votes  of  those  gentlemen  on  this  retolntron,  it 
will  be  grvenib^r  very  different  reasons  f^omr  those 
they  have  assigned.  Isfaall  vote  against  it,  because, 
(though  I  am  clearfy  of  opihion,)  we  hav^atight 
to  adopt  it  without  giving  just  cause  of  wah,yell 
consider  it  more  advisable,  at  this  time,  to  adojit 
a  Hkeaaoi^e  th^rt  irili  prove  less  iBJurtooa  to  our 


own  interest,  and  may  be  equaHy  eflfective  in  co- 
ercing Great  Brttfrtu  to  do  us  justice. 

The  gentleman  ftom  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Wil- 
liams,) appeared  really  to  think,  that  war  had 
already  been  declared — thslt  Great  Britain  had 
landed  her  troops  on  our  shores,  and  that  our  peo- 
ple were  flying  to  arms  or  escaping  to  the  moon* 
taihsj 

•Mr.  D.  R.  WfLLiAM^.-^Wh^ri^in  and  how  did 
I  day  so^ 

.  Mr.  G.  W.  OititfpnBLL,r^Thegentlfemah  contend-^ 
ed,  that  this  Was  a  vrar  measure }  that  our  seaport 
towns  Were  defenceless  j  that  the""  British  navy, 
should  it  be  Mdpted,  wodld  lay  them  in  ashes. 

Mr.  O.  R.  WtLLiAM*.— The  geutleftaan  must  be 
mistaken. 

•Mr.  G,  W*.  Campbell.-^I  have  sbtAken  the  gen*' 
tiemaH's  words  in  my  notes ;  in  takihg  which  I 
am  seldbm  ii!iCorrect  j  but  the  gentleman  has  a 
right  to  explainhis  own  expressions.  He  certainly 
did  ttppeett  to  consider  ttiis  a  war  measure,  and  said 
our  towns  we«^  exposed ;  tbkt  thousands  of  iono^ 
cent  per^ns  Vould  be  ruined  by  it;  that  Greftt 
Britain  was  flghtrng  our  battles. 

Mr.  D,  R.  WiLLiAiMs.—The  gentleman  has  c*r*' 
tainly  mistaken  me,  it  must  be  somi  other  gentle^ 
menr  who  said  so. 

Mf.  Gi  W.  €ATilfniLL.--I  am  glad  that  the 
gentlemen  disavows  such  sentiments.  I  wish 
every  ^^mtl^nran  in  the  House  would  dotheaame. 
We  are^  ho^cfver,  further  told,  that  thi*  war, 
'(^hich  It  seems  is  certainly  to  take  place.)  is  ttr 
be  suppoi't^d  by  the  agricnltural  inteiests,  and 
that  t»*  therchants  ih  the  large  seiaport  town^ 
will  reap  alt  the  benefit.  I  assure  you;  Mr.  Ghair- 
matf,  ram  not  one  of  those  who  are  for  securing 
the  seaport  towns,  at  the  expense  of  agricultttre. 
Bhif,  ds  I  hieve  already  stslted  my  ideas,  on  this 
point,  I  Will  not  repeat  them.  I  do,  however:  be*' 
lleve.the  measure  we  proposed  to  take,  will,  iti 
the  first  instance,  aflRsdt  the  commercial  interest, 
and  Will  only  be  f^lt  by  the  agricultural  fntercsf 
in  consequence  of,  and  in  ptoportion  to  the  im*- 
pressiotr  it  makes  on  commerce. 

Otrr  corMnierce,  sir,  is  more  vUfnertible  than  itny 
otl^r  portion  of  our  pOssessfrohs ;  ii  may  be  tatma^ 
eTed  as"  ettcom|»assittg  our  country,  constitutinr 
itar  wealt  parts,  and  exposed  to  the  first  attafcks  of 
an  enemy.'  Every  impulse  that  is  given,  will  be 
first  f(^  by  tfommerc?e,  and  through  its  mecRttni: 
by  every  other  occupation  in  society. 

But  it  is  said,  thai  this  nation.  On  a  former  eft' 
casrotf,  expei^ienced  the  robberies  of  Great  Britain^ 
Without  retorting  to  such  a  measure  as  this.  Thitt 
case  when  eixamined,  will  not  itistrfy  the  declara- 
tion. On  that  occasidn,  the  Representatives  of 
the  nation  took  a  stronger  gfoc^nd  than  that  before 
yon.  A  bifl  passed  this  House  interdicting  all! 
intercourse  With  Great  Britain^  and  yhtH  rejectfetf 
in  the  other  Hoowe,  by  a  single  vote,  tliat  of  the* 
Vice  Pi^sident:  fiut,  notwithstanding  this,  a  still 
stronger  ground  wits  taken.  An  ettrbar^  vTtfrf 
laid,  which  was  Onl'f  removed  on  the  commence-^ 
ment'of  n^Otiation.  Can  these  proceedings  M 
considered  «»  groerndi  for  our  submitting  at  thit^ 
tintie  to  the  injustice  of  Great  Britain  1    Suri^lf 
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tbey  caQDot^and  I  hope  this  House  will  never 
saociion  such  ao  idea.  A  remark  made  by  a  gen- 
tleman frpm  Virgiaia^rMr.  Clark,)od  the  subject 
of  the  impressment  ot  our  seamen,  merits  some 
notice.  That  gentleman  stated,  as  an  excuse,  (as 
I  understood  it,)  for  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
in  this  respect,  the  doctrine  she  insists  on,  "  that 
a  person  once  a  subject,  is  always  a  subject  of  her 
Government,  and  never  can  can  shake  off  his  al- 
legiance." This  is  a  dangerous  doctrine  to  be  ac- 
knowledged on  this  floor;  and  its  consequences 
miftiu  involve  the  best  interests  of  your  country, 
and  the  lives  of  a  vast  number  of  your  •citizens. 
Suppose  it  once  established,  and  a  war  should  take 
place  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain; 
she  would  consider  such  of  your  citizens  as  bad 
Been  born  in  ber  dominions,  as  rebels  against  their 
country;  and  when  thev  fall, into  her  hands, 
would  put  io  death,  or  otherwise  punish  them  as 
such,  instead  of  treating  them  as  prisoners  of 
war.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  admit  a  doc- 
trine that  would  produce  such  dan^eroas  coose- 
quence.s  ?  I  trust  not.  It  is  true  Great  Britain 
has  contended  for  this  tight ;  but  it  never  has 
been  sanctioned  by  this  Government,  and  she  bas 
been  obliged  to  relinquish  it  in  part,  by  the  deci- 
sion of  her  courts  of  justice,  so  far  as  related  to 
persons  in  this  country,  at  the  conclusion  of  peace 
with  that  nation.  In  reason,  it  can  have  no  foun-^ 
datjon,  except  during  the  time  such  subject  may^ 
remain  without  becoming  a  citizen  of  another 
Government,  according  to  the  laws  thereof.  It 
never  ought,  or  can  be  admitted  as  applying  to 
persons  io  this  country,  after  they  have  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States, ^according  to  our 
laws.  We  are  then  bound  to  protect  them  as 
such. 

To  conclude  my  remarks  on  this  subject,  I  will 
briefly  re)>eat,  that  I  am  decidedlv  of  opinion,  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  is  such,  in  impressing 
our  seamen,  and  capturing  mercnant  vessels,  on 
the  ground  of  their  being  engaged  in  a  trade  with 
her  enemies,  not  open  to  them  io  time  of  peace, 
is  manifestly  unjust  and  unauthorized  by  the  laws 
of  nations.  I  conceive  we  have  an  undoubted 
right,  without  giving  just  cause  of  war,  to  rega- 
laie  our  own  commerce,  and  to  say  from  what 
nations  we  will,,  or  will  not,  import  articles  of 
consumption;  and  what  description,  and  under 
what  circumstances.  I  also  believe  it  our  duty 
at  this  time  to  adopt  some  decisive  measure  on 
the  subject,  that  will  evince  to  Great  Britain  our 
determination  to  resist  aggression  and  to  main-. 
taiO  our  rights.  I  would,  sir,  prefer  a  measure, 
in  which  we  could,  and  would  persevere,  unless  it 
should  be  found  our  interest  to  change  it.  A  mea- 
sure that  would  he  least  likely  to  paralyze  our  re- 
venue or  affect  the  agricultural  interest.  With 
this  view,  I  would  prefer,  in  the  first  instance, 
imposing  additional,  or  discriminating,  duties  on 
certain  specified  articles,  imported. from  Great 
Britain ;  such  as  would  give  the  preference  to 
other  European  markets.  Or,  if  more  agreeable 
U>  the  majority  of  this  House,  I  would  concur 
in  interdicting  the  importation  of  such  articles. 
And  if  this  should  not  prove  effectual|  I  wooid 


take  still  stonier  ground.  I  would  prohibit  the 
iniportation  ot  all  merchandise,  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  the  British  dominions.  And 
should  it  become  necessary,  I  would  cat  off  all 
intercourse  wi|h  that  nation ;  which  would  effec- 
tually starve  her  West  India  islands,  and  com- 
pel her  to  come  to  just  terms,  or  abandon  her  ci>lo- 
nies  to  distress  and  ruin.  These  meaitores  I  am 
willing  to  take,  and  support  in  succession,  as  the 
occasion  may  require;  and  in  doing  so  I  shall 
act  uoder  the  conscientious  and  perfect  conviction 
that  they  are  for  the  good  of  tl^e  nation;. that 
they  are  necessary  fo  vindicate  the  injured  rights 
and  insulted  honor  of  my  country;  and  that 
country  will,  I  am  confident,  in  this,  justify  my 
conduct. 

Mr.  Jackson. — My  conviction  of  the  import- 
ance of  this  subject  will  plead  my  anology  for  the 
trespass  I  shall  make  on  the  time  ot  the  Uommit- 
tee.  I  purpose  to  take  a  rapid  review  o(  the  points 
in  discussion  between  (his  country  and  Great  Bri- 
.tain,  and  to  touch  lightly  upon  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen,  who  have  contended  that  it  is  better 
to  surrender  them  than  to  assume  an  attitude  of 
resistance,  or  to  adopt  measures  perfectly  pacific 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  a  relaxation  of  the 
arbitrary  systematic  attacks  upon  our  neotral 
rights;  for,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  ob- 
jections.adduced  go  to  sanction  the  opinion  that 
the  commerce  in  question  ought  to  be  abandoned ; 
and  that  this  <jk)vernment  ought  not  to  do  any- 
thing to  protect  it.  The  measure  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  this  Committee  is  caiculated  co 
produce  a  redress  of  the  grievances  compiaioed  ot^ 
with  80  much  justice.  First.  The  capture  of  our 
vessels  sailing  on  the  high  seas,  in  strict  observance 
and  obedience  to  the  law  of  nations ;  and,  secondly, 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  bona  fide  citizens, 
protected  by  the  flag  of  the  nation.  While  we 
are  discussing  the  proposition  oC  resorting  to  a 
remedy  to  redress  these  evils,  we  are. met  by  gen- 
tlemen who  deny  that  it  is  right  to  do  anything. 
First.  Because  the  Executive  has  not  recommend- 
ed any  particular  measure ;  and,  secondly,  because 
the  trade  under  consideration  is  fraudulent,  and 
the  citizens  impressed  are  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain. 

With  regard  to  the  first  allegation,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  not  recommended  any  specific  mea- 
sure, was  it  not  objected  under  a  former  Adminis- 
tration that  the  Executive  interfered  improperly 
in  legislative  measures?  Congress  possess  the 
Constitutional  power  of  declaring  war,  and  should 
the  Executive  recommend  a  declaration  of  war 
to  us,  I  presume  we  should  hear  much  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive attempting  an  undue  and  indecent  ioflo- 
ence  over  our  legislative  powers ;  for,  judging  by 
the.  past,  Ihave  no  doubt  that  whenever  such  a 
recommendation  shall  be  made  by  the  Executive, 
it  will  be  opposed  by  the  same  persons  who  now 
call  for  his  recommendation,  and  express  dissatis- 
faction at  his  withholding  it. 

But  it  is  asserted  this  trade  is  fraudulent,  and  it 
is  dishonorable  to  protect  it.  So  much  has  been 
said  and  written  on  this  subject,  that  it  is  alio- 
geiher  usaless  to  combat  the  arguments  urged  oa 
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this  floor ;  for  it  is  not  because  a  celebrated  pamph- 
let, without  an  author,  has  been  written  on  the 
subject  on  this  side  of  the  water,  vindicating  the 
fairness  and  legality  of  the  trade,  or  as  gentlemeu 
will  have  it,  surrendering  the  question  at  the  thres- 
hold, or  because  another  equally  celebrated  has 
been  written  on  the  other,  declaring  it  ''War  in 
Disguise,"  that  we  will  consent  to  be  concluded  on 
the  question,  as  they  are  ail  free  game,  and  ought 
to  pass  for  nothing  unless  their  arguments  carry 
conviction  to  the  mind.    The  question  resolves 
.itself  into  the  consideration  whether  this  trade  is 
fraudulent  or  not.    Can  we  exchange  our  produc- 
tions witji  the  colonies  of  the  belligerent  nations — 
bring  here  theirs,  and  carrv  any  surplus  beyond 
our  wants  to  other  nations f    I  conceive  that  we 
can ;  common  sense  sanctions  the  opinion.    Gen- 
tlemen, however,  say  we  cannot.    That  the  pro- 
perty is  not.changed,  but  still  belongs  to  the  origi- 
nal owQer  of  it,  and  that  our  neutral  flag  fraud^- 
ently  covers  the  enemy's  property.    But  gentle- 
men deal  in  a  mere  coinage  of  the  fancy  when 
they  say  so.    Ldemand  their  proofs;  they  will 
not  accept  our  opinions;  and  I  with  equal  pro- 
priety reject  theirs.    How  wjll  they  shov  ihat 
this  IS  not  ouj  property  ?   .It  is  said  that  a  want 
of  capital  is  a  proof  of  it;  but,  on  iovestifation.  it 
will  be  found,  that  the  American  capital  is  fully 
adequate  to  tne  carrying  on  this  trade.    Do  not 
we  find  our  merchants  engaged  in  the  trade  to 
the  East  Indies,  which  requires  a  capital  of  three 
and  fo.uc  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  if  the  trade 
to  the  West  India  islands  be  equallv  profitable,  is 
it  not  to  be  presumed  that  they  will  likewise  en- 
gage in  it?    If  this  property  does  not  pass  by  the 
transfer,  as  we  contend  it  does,  it  may  be  main- 
tained that  a  horse  sold  in  the  open  iharket  will 
be  subject  to  .an  execution  subsequently  issued 
against  its  previous  owner;  nay.  even  that  the  ex- 
ecutor of  such  owner  may  sue  for  and  recover  it. 
But  th  is  argument  shakes  every  principle  involved 
in  commerce  to  its  foundation ;  us  origin  is  traffic, 
which  induces  one  man  to  exchange  the  surplus 
beyond  what  is  necessary  to  him,  for  that  which  is 
necessary,  and  was  the  surplus  of  another;  and  if 
the  property  is  nqt  changed  by  this  traffic,  nothing 
is  safe,  everything  is  afloat,  and  no  man  knows  to 
whom  any  property  belongs  which  majr  happen 
to  be  in  his  possession.    Such  a  doctrine  qaust 
destroy  all  commerce  at  a  single  blow.    But,  say 
gentlemen,  Great  Britain  indulges  us  in  pursuing 
the  honest  carrying  trade.    I  disclaim  the  posi- 
tion.    How  can  she  be  said  to  indulge  us  with  a 
right  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  natipns;  a  right  in* 
herent  in  every  independent  nation?    I  contend 
that  the  tr^ide  te  which  I  have  just  alluded,  is  as 
just  and  honest  as  any'other  trade  ofthis  country 
afloat  on  the  oceiein.  . 

Great  Britain  not  only  imposes  on  our  trade 
the  restriction  which  interdicts  our  carrying  the 
products  of  the  colonies  of  her  enemies  to  the 
mother  country,  after  incorporating  them  with  our 
own  stock,  but  she  disallows  all  trade  with  her 
enemies  in  time  of  war  not  permitted  in  time  of 
peace.  The  gentleman  from  Vir^'nia  argues  this 
18  correct.    He  says  Great  Britain  has  a  prepon- 


derance on  the  ocean,  and  inquires  whether  we 
have  a  right  to  check  it  by  supplying  her  enemy 
with  anyihin|r  necessary  to  relieve  his  wants. 
This  is  going  farther  than  "War  in  Disguise;"  than 
ihe  time-serving  Sir  William  Scott,  who  some- 
times recollects  that  he  is  called  on  to  expound 
the  law  of  nations  as  a  judge,  and  at  others  only 
to  register  the  orders  qf  the  King  and  Council ;  or 
any  other  maiq  in  England.  Does  not  this  strike 
at  the  root  of  the  whole  trade  of  our  country? 
There  is  no  nation  at  war  that  is  not  more.or  less 
supported  by  our  products;  they  derive  from  us 
the  means  of  subsistence,  and  the  carriage  of  them, 
it  seems,  is  to  be  prohibited,  because  Great  Britain 
has  a  preponderance  on  the  ocean,  and  can  starve 
out  her  enemies  if  we  are  not  permitted  to  carry 
to  them.  Great  Britain  says  you  shall  net  carry 
on  a  trade  in  time  of  war  not  permitted  in  time 
of  peace.  She  seizes  our  vesselsj  inverts  the  natu- 
ral priociple  of  evidence ;  throws  the  onus  probofi- 
di  of  showing  that  this  trade  then  prosecuted  was 
carried  on  in  time  of  peace,  on  the  owner  of  the 
properly,  and  thus  our  whole  trade  afloat  is  ex- 
posed to  nazard  and  vexatious  interruptions.  But, 
in  defiance  of  this  rule  set  up  by  herself.  Great 
Britain  opens  in  war  her  owa  islands,  whose  trade 
is  shut  up  in  time  of  peace.  Test  then,  her  prin- 
ciple by  her  practice.  It  will  not  be  contended 
that  she  connives  at  a  fraudulent  trade,  or  justi- 
fies it  as  lawful  with  herself,  when  she  declares, 
the  8ame  trade  relatively  to  her  enemies  illicit  and 
subject  to  condemnation.  If  then  she  is  not  gov- 
erned by  narrow  and  unjust  views,  she  cannot  con- 
tend that  that  is  right  when  it  respects  herself, 
which  is  wrong  in  relation  to  another.  She  has 
yielded  that  question  by  opening  her  ports  in  war 
which  were  shut  in  peace,  arid  has  made,  ev^n  if 
there  existed  a  previous  doubt,  this  trade  lawful. 
But,  not  confined  to  going  this  length,  she  carries 
on  that  trade  herself  which  she  denies  to  us;  thus 
adding  another  to  the  numerous  outrages  commit- 
ted upon  us.  If  we  acquiesce  in  this  doctrine,  advo- 
cated by  Great  Britain,  sanctioned  by  heradmiraltv' 
courts,and  enforced  by  her  cruisers,  laskif  we  shall 
not  violate  that  honest  neutrality  which  compels 
us  to  treat  all  nations  alike  ?  The  great  principle 
of  a  neutral  nation,  as  defined  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions, is,  to  treat  the  belligerents  with  equal  im- 
partiality, and  not  to  favor  one  at  the  expense  of 
another.  .  By  acquiescing  in  the  doctrine  that 
renders  this  part  of  our  trade  liable,  to  capture,  we 
make  ourselves  a  party  on  the  side  of  one  of  the 
nations  engaged  in*  war. 

This  colonial  trade  is  not  only  lawful,  6ut  it  is 
beneficial  to  the  merchant  and  also  the  faroqer. 
Gentlemen  have  attempted  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  the  mercantile  and  the  farming  interests. 
I  shall  by  and  by  expose  the  fallacy  of  their  rea- 
soning; but  at  this  time,  I  will  confine  my  remarks 
to  proving  that  this  trade  is  not  only  beneficial  to 
the  merchant  but  likewise  to  the  farmer.  The 
colonies  from  which  this  trade  is  derived,  are  fed 
exclusively  from  this  country — to  them  we  carry 
our  provisions  and  receive  in  return  their  produc- 
tions. It  is  not  our  interest,  to  receive  muiTt?y,  if 
they  had  it,  because  we  should  lose  the  profit  on 


727 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


728 


H.  OF  R. 


Non-ffftportaiion  of  Goodifrom  Great  Britain. 


MAfiCH,  1806. 


the  return  cargo.  If  we  were  not  at  liberty  to  par- 
chase  beyond  the  consumption  of  oui^  country,  the 
extent  or  our  exports  would  be  diminished  in  the 
same  ratio,  for  not  having  money  to  pay  for  dur 
provisions  they  could  not  purchase  them.  The 
consequence  would  be  that  the  trade  would  fall 
into  retail  hands,  and  the  loss  would  reverberate 
on  the  former,  the  demand  for  his  prddtictions 
Would  be  diminished,  and  they  would  rot  in  our 
warehouses.  This  shows  that  the  farmer  is  as 
deeply  interested  in  thetrsldeas  the  merchant. 

But  while  we  are  attempting  to  6btain  justice 
f6x  this  oufrage,  which  some  gentlemen  admit  to 
be  such  and  others  deny,  we  are  told  that  we  are 
paving  the  wfty  to  war.  "Will  a  measure  of  this 
kind  lead  to  wlir?  If  so,  We  hold  oht  rights  by  a 
feeble  tenufre.  Shall  We  not  be  permitted  to  I'e- 
ceive  our  supplies  from  other  nation^  as  we  pleaset 
^  Shall  we  not  be  perniiited  to  say  to  a  nation  doin^ 
injustice  to  us,  we  will  have  no  intercoufse  witn 
you ;  without  giving  thit  nation  a  just  cause  of 
war?  Strange  principle !  If  si  natiob  is  not  al- 
lowed to  tak^  such  measures  of' redress,  \^i thou t 
involving  herself  in  war,  1  cannot  conceive  in 
what  the  rights  of  d  nation  consist.  I  acknow- 
ledge myself  always  to  have  been  a  strahger  to 
them.  If  this  measure  will  have  such  an  effect 
anything  we  can  do  will  have  the  same  tendency! 
If  to  prohibit  all  articles  frorti  Great  Britain  be  a 
War  measure,  to  prohibit  any  part  of  them  Will  also 
be  a  War  measure;  and  it  is  therefore  but  fair  to 
consider  the  argument's  of  gentlemen  As  equally 
applicable  to  doing  anything,  ff  the  scourge  of 
war  is  held  over  ouf  heads  by  such  a  slender  thread, 
shall  the  fear  of  it  pi'event  us  from  doing  that  whibh 
we  Consider  as  but  justice  to  ourselves?  But  the 
ffentleman  says  Oreat  Britain  will  not  be  injured 
by  a  war  with  us  even  to  the  value  of  a  single  dollar. 
Such  language  1  should  have  scarcelv  expected  to 
fad&t,  even  as  coming  from  the  £nglisb  Chancellor 
of  the  ETxchequer,  upon  the  floor  of  t'arliament. 
I  am  ready  to  allow,  and  1  firmly  believe,  that  if 
Great  Britain  thinn  it  her  interest  to  go  to  war 
With  us  she  ^ili  do  so,  she  will  first  strike  the  blow, 
as  she  did  in  the  ease  of  the  Spanish  prizes,  and 
declare  War  afterwardfs.  So  trie  argument  goes 
for  nothing.  But  iVe  are  h^r  best  customers.  We 
supply  her  with  raw  materials  which  she  cannot 
obtain  from  other  cotintries.  I  consider  this  as 
giving  us  a  decided  advantage  over  hei",  of  which, 
if  properly  used,  We  may  always  avail  ourselves 
without  giving  her  a  just  cause  for  war.  Her 
writers  say  a  non-intercourse  with  this  country 
Would  prove  a  loss  to  her  of  six  millions  sterling 
a  year.  Sorely  they  know  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  such  a  measure  better  than  we ;  and  with 
this  assertion  staring  them  in  the  face,  it  will  not 
again  be  said  that  a  war  with  us  would  not  cost 
bet  a  dollar.  But  it  is  said  Grieat  Briuin'i^  fight- 
itig  for  her  own  existence,  against  an  enemy  that 
is  nofost  powerful;  that  she  is  the  onXj  bumark 
between  Prance  and  univ6frs4l  despotism;  and 
thus  an  attempt  is  made  to  enlist  our  sympathies 
in  her^fkvor.  But  let  hei*  do  us  justice  before  she 
claims  our  sympathy.  Shall  we  wait  until  she 
hai^  subdued  the  whole  continental  matlnd  and 


hilve  triumphed  on  land,  before  we  demand  jus- 
tice ?  Shall  we  fold  up  our  arms,  and  say  we  per- 
ceive yoU  are  convulsed — you  are  menaced  with 
an  invasion ;  we'  will  patiently  Wait  till  you  get 
rid  of  all  these  sources  of  alarm  before  we  pressf 
you  ?  Can  it  be  imagined  that  she  is  contending 
for  a  tight  in  war,  pressed,  convulsed,  and  threat- 
etied  as  she  is,  which  she  will  abandon  on  a  returu 
of  peace? '  This  is  to  suppose  that  the  millenium 
is  approaching,  of  which  Gre&t  Britain  ia  to  be  the 
harbmger.  ^Practise  this  system,  and  in  a  little 
time  you  will  have  nothing  left  worth  fighting  for. 
Let  a  nation  strike  at  an  important  branch  of  your 
trade,  and  tr^imple  on  rights  held  deir  by  every 
citizen  of  America,  and  let  her  know  that  you  wiU 
wait  till  ev^ry  alarm  which  she  feeb  is  removed, 
and  then  ask  for  justice ;  that  you  deeiil  it  dishon- 
orable to  make  a  stand  until  she  has  her  bands' 
cleared  of  all  other  di^colties— let  this  system  or 
no  systeih  be  resorted  to,  and  you  will  not,  f  repeat 
it.  have  a  right  left  that  is  worth  contending  for. 
Efut,  say  gentlemen,  if  We  resort  to  this  measure, 
Great  Britain  will  go  to  war,  and  ihstead  of  hav- 
ing 1,500  seainen,  she  will  have  15,000  of  our  citi- 
zens groaning  in  her  prison  ships.  This  b  truly 
a  degrading  picture,  which  goes  to  show  that  we 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  resist  an  encroachment 
on  our  rights,  because  the  injury  Will  be  increased 
tenfold.  Let  Great  Britain  once  know  that  this 
is  vour  mode  of  thinking,  and  instead  of  hol(fing 
in  bondage  1,500,  ^he  will  indeed  rob  you  of  15,000 
of  yoxir  seamen ;  and  instead  of  capturing  15  mil- 
lions of  property,  she  T^ill  take  150,  and  you  will 
be  as  bankrupt  in  fortune  as  in  character.  But,  say 
gentlemen,  this  right  is  not  Worth  contending  for, 
and  ask  triumphantly,  shall  we  lose  six  mitlions 
for  the  protection  of  one?  But  if  oh  this  score 
We  hesitate  resisting  aggressions;  We  shall  soon 
have  no  millions  to  lose.  Are  we  then,  indeed,  to 
sit  down  tamely  and  count  the  cdst»;  debit  so  much 
for  honorable  resistance — credit  so'mtich  for  na- 
tional degradation — bdlance  in  favor  af  pusillani- 
mous acquiescence?  Are  gentlemen  ripe  for  such 
humiliadon  ?  I  consider  spirit  as  essential  an  ihr 
gredient  in  government  as  in  man.  Let  a  nation, 
or  sin  indi  vi^al  whose  rights  are  invaded,  or  whose 
person  is  insulted,  once  s^y  he  will  not  resent  the 
injury  because  it  Will  cost  more  than  patiently 
enduring  it,  he  will  soon  not  have  a  rr^htleft  wortk 
defending.  But  say  gentletneb,  will  yoy  go  to  wat 
for  this  carrying  trade?  If  the  question  of  #ar 
were  fairly  involved  in  it,  I  answer  yes — I  would 
a^  soon  go  to  war  to  protect  it,  as  t6  porotect  the 
right  of  highway  on  terra  fir  ma.  But,  it  is  asked, 
vvill  you,  in  infancy,  contend  with  Britain,  who  is 
in  her  manhood  ?  Sir,  if  our  infancy  is  not  fos^ 
tered.  We  shall  never  arrive  at  mabhood  ?  Better 
for  us  to  die  contending  for  our  rights  than  sDbmtt 
to  sucii  a  principle.  But  I  have  another  answer. 
We  have  shown  ourselves  kble  to  contend  with 
thi^  vexj  nation,  when  we  had  as  miiny  internfi! 
a^  ektetn'al  foes;  and  if  we  succeeded  against  her 
then,  dhall  w^e  fear  to  contend  with  her  how?  It  is, 
however,  said  that  h^  this  measure  we  shall  lose 
a  revenue  of  si±'  million^.  It  is  not,  howeter,  prb- 
bable,  that  we  sh^l  ihcuf  sc^Ch  a  loss.    The  itrti- 
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oles  w^  rcKseir^e  from  Britain  ure  m>i  of  %h/^  fir^st 
li«ces8it]r.  They,  can  }»  got  elsewbei^e,  md  om 
xef using  to  tr^dfs  with  her  willi)pea  new  ms^rkets 
i^  other  oouiitri«s.  It  is  opu tended  thi^t  qur  exports 
will  be  c^t  qC  This,  however  is  QVttde&tljr  ef- 
roaeQus. 

We  fomish  Bri|»iii  with  mw  siateriala  which 
•he  eannol  obtain  elaewhMe,  which,  if  she  could 
avoid  it,  she  woold  not  obtain  from  us.  She 
looks  $a  yoQf  eommereiafl greatness  with  9  jealous 
«ye,  and  woaM  noc  penut  a  single  aniCM  to  be 
■  ttxporied>froni  th»  country  into  her  douunlont,  if 
it  o6old  be  obcained  elsewhere.  Where-  are  the 
couoa  and  pKoyisions  with  which' she  cati  be  sup- 
^ied9  Were  she  to  tefose  these  prodoettons 
IroBft  this  country,  she  might  be  likened  to  an^  m-, 
dividoal  who  in  consequence  of  a  famine  in  the^ 
.land  could  not  pvocuve  bread  exeeplfrom  a  sinffle 
isrmer,  and  beoause  he  was  his  enemy,  lironid; 
rather  than  do  this,  sit  down  end  die.  MiUions 
of  her  subjee;U  depend  for  hiead  and  support  on 
you.  Cat  off  the  exportation  of  raw  maferialb  to 
that  country,  or  the  importation  of  her  manufae- 
turea  intothis^  and  the  effect  will  be  almost  as 
serious  as  the  inrasion  of  Ireland  by  a  French 
army.  Her  whole  people-will  be  up  in  luntok 
against  the  Cbtenuneot-^fot  w^Mrt  political  body 
can  leg^ate,  or  what  poliee  can- guard  effectually 

Saiust  starvation  j  against  impending  rain?  But 
a  trade  with  Britaui)  k  seeois,  ought  to  be  foe- 
tered  hy  us.  Why  1  Is  it  because  i^  presents  a 
great  balance  against  us  ?  For,  kt  geatwmen  say 
what  they  will,  they  must  allow  the  balance  is  in 
hoc  favor.  But,  they  ftsk  how  is. riiis 'balance 
made  up  J  From  the  balances  in  our  favor  drawn 
^ona  the  tiadewitb  other  cduntries;  it  is  there> 
lore  roinoae,  for  it  Is  a  matim  weU  iM^tabltshed 
and  known  by  Great  Britain,  that  a  nation  never 
ean -accumulate  wealth  ftom  a  trade  wiien  the 
balance  of  such  trade  is  against  her ;  and  that  a 
trade  under  such  ciroustances  ought  almost  to  be 
interdicted.  But  gentlemen  say,  Great  Bri^in 
knows  the  genhwof  the  Ameriean  people;  and  if 
tJiey  go.  to  war,  we  vnU.  make  peace -iirith  her 
on  l»er own  terms.  (Will  admit  the  genius  of 
the  American  people  is  pacific. 

(It  being,  now  the  uenld  hofr  of  adjournment^ 
Mr.  JIW;k«on  waived  the  remainder  of  his  re'-* 
marks  vniil  the  near  day.] 


WbonboI^at,  March  19l 

4  inj98S^ge  from,  the  Senate  inforngued  the 
Hou^e  ttiat  the;  Sena^te  have  passed  the.  bill,  en^ 

Sed  ^A^  act  for  establishing  rule^  and  articles  for 
i^  government  of  the  ^rmi^  of  the  United 
States,'^  with  several  aipendments ;  to  which  ^hey 
desire  the  concurcence  of  this  House. 

Ordfiiye^  That  the  Qommittee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  %o  whom  was  referired,  on  the  twenty-f<mrth 
of  January  iasti  the  memoritil  of  th^  L^isUtlve 
CouncU  and  House  of  Represeotiatives  of  the  Mis* 
aisiyippi  Territory,  be  dischaiged  Uom  the  consid- 
eiiatioa  thereof,  and  that  the  said  memorial  be  re- 
l^i^red  to  th»  Commiitis^  of  Wft{f».a»d.MeftiM. 


IMPOJRTATIPWS  FRpM  GREAT  BRITAIN, 
The  House  afi;aio  resolved  itself  into  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uni^m^^Mff. 
Gasaa's  resolution  still  under  consideration. 

Mf.  Jackson  continued  his  remaiks,a8  ibllowe: 
Mr.  Chairman,  when  .the  Committee  rose  last 
night,  I  was  replying  to^anvargument  drawn  from 
the  pacific  disposition .  of  this  nation,  which  was 
,ased  to  prove  that  Great  Britain  well  knew  that 
wte  wonk)  sacrifice  anything  for  peace,  and  if  she 
declared  war,  and  committed,  depredations  on  us, 
she  might  pfofit  of  these'  advhnti^^s  bjr  making 
peace  bn  her  own  teems.  I  admitted,  in  its  fullest 
latitude,  the  aversion  of  the  American  people  to 
go  to  war  for  light  and  traeeient  causes.  -  They 
wiU  aedidottsly  foster  peace ;  they  will  bear  and 
forbear  much ;  viewing  war  as  the  soonrgepf  the 
hnmau  mce.  ev^y  honombie  exertion  will  be 
made  by  them  to  aveit  it ;  but  there  is  a  potnt-cf 
degradation  and  insult  beyond  edduranc^  which 
no  natien  can  advice  to  without  feeling  the  ves'- 
geaneaof  United  America.  We  .have  tested  this 
troth  by  exoeriencdL  Look  to  the  Revolaticm, 
sir,  when  the  nodble  spirit  of  the  <tiaies  braved 
the'tersoBs  of  tseason,  misery,  an^  death,  rather 
than  tamely  sahmit  to  the  aeeutanlated.  wrongs 
that  were  neaped  open  us^  I  have>  too  much 
lespect  for  miy  conntry  to^  believe  that  any  at- 
tempt to  rob  us  of  a  single  sight  whicli  we 
then  secured^  by  ono  of  the  nobleft  struggles  re* 
corded  in. the  annakpf  the  worlds  would  he  tame- 
ly surtendered.'  Bat  it  is  said  the  qiirit  of  the  nar 
tton  hat  been  roused  by  the  mpositiona  of  the 
newspapers,  in flnenced  by  thcTapacity  of  themei* 
ehaata.  No,  sir  $  it  is  by  seeing  its  tights  and  the 
ric^ts  of  its  citisens  tmtnfiled  o»*^rostrated  by 
a^Iawless  banditti  on  the  ocean,  respecting  no  law 
bnt  their  own  interest-^^acknowlemng  no  rights 
between  them  and  the  tyransiy  of  the  seas,  is  the 
oaptace^  of  onr  seamen,  and  i^esseb,  and  caivoet 
on  chaooean,  an  imposition  %  l^e,  sil-;  it.iaa  Mtai 
DeaHty>  witAesoed  hy  the  misedes  and  bankrupt^ 
(»es  of  thousands;  and  when  an  henest  burst  of 
indignation  is  re-echoed  liom  the  remotest  eet^ 
nertiof  thetJiHon)  w»  aee  gm-vely  tedd  t^aewe 
muit  make,  a  distine^on  benipcim  commeroe  and 
afipaeukurei)  which  it  is  imaged  eaists  in  fiaet,  and 
eannot  be  Msteightof.  .  Letnsexamine  this  doo-^ 
tnnci.  The^  merchant  porehases  dm  i>rodace  of 
thatemer,  hie  beef,  and  posl^  and  every  surplna 
Mchieh.he  hae,and  tmirerses  evei'y  sea  m  search 
of  a  market  ler  at ;  tl^e  piioe  abroad  pmdkiccs  com* 
|MBtition  at  home ;  the.  ptoftts  to  the  naeiehaat  be* 
mgalwaya nehrly  the  aaine^  and  by  this  comper 
tilioa  the  fanner'  leceive  a  premium  proportion* 
ate  to  the  demand  abroad ;  but  take  away  this 
rivahihip  at  home  by  abandcttoig  your  mdrchanta 
tothe  depredatioot  of  every  treebeoter-^or,  if  yon 
once  pronounce  that  they  are  to  be  abaildoBed, 
ev^yaea  and  shiMm  will  be  infested  by  them-*** 
and  you  contpel  him  to  quit  the  ocean,  to  em« 
ploy  his  ca|Mtal  on  land,  and  our  farmers  will  be 
obliged  to  take  whatever  price  foreigners  com*  j 
ing  mtoouf  ports  may  choose  to  give,  and  to  pur- 
chase the  productions  of  other  countdes  from  them 
at  whamver  prioe  thay  ma|r  cheese^  U>  ask    The 
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interests  of  agficahure  and  commerce  are,  th#re* 
fore,  intimately  connected:  but  another  expedi- 
ent is  resorted  to.  It  is  said  a  distinction  is  to  be 
kept  up  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  in-^ 
lerests,  and  this  measure  will  operate  on  the 
South  alone.'  Sir,  we  ouf  ht  to  know  nothing  of 
local  interests  or  geographical  divisions  when. the 
rights  of  an  American  citizen  are  invaded  ;  we 
ought  onlr  to  know  it  and  feel  if  as.  Americana. 
Did  the  North  nse  other  language  when  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Mississippi  was  destroyed  by  with- 
holding the  right  df  deposit  at  New  Orleans?  No, 
air,  with  honorable,  feelings,  their  only  solicitude 
was  how  they  should  most  effectually  restore  and 
preserve  iL  Let  us  then  act  with  sentiments  of 
the  same  noble  liberality  when  the  pressuris  of 
wronfifs  is  most  immediately  felt  by  them,  but 
which  must  and  will  operate  upon  as. also,  for  no 
measure  c^an  affect  the  rights  of  this  nation  that 
will  not.sensibly  injure  every  part  of  the  Union.  If 
our  commerce  is  disturbed,  if  our  rights  on  the  sea 
are  cut  off  oi>e,  by  one,  and  such  is  the  tendency 
of  the  present  meltsures  of  Britain,  what  will  be- 
come of  our  cotton  and  tobacco?  Will  they  not 
rot  on  our  hai^ds,  or  be  sold. at  the  price  of  those 
who  may  be  pleased  to  come  and  purchase  them? 
If  commerce. languish,  agriculture  will  languish 
likewise,  for  one  if  the  handmaid  of  the  other. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  the  value  of  the  trade  inter- 
rupted by  the  piratical  conduct  of  Britain,  is  not 
worth  contending  for,  is  not  worth  the  risk  of  the 

E resent  measure,  or  the  haxard  of  war.  I  hope, 
owever,  we  shall  not  estimate  national  wrongs 
by  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  I  hope  that, 
when  our  rights^re-  invaded,  we  will  .all  be  uni- 
ted, not  in  calculating  the  coat,  but  in  adopting 
measures  to  insure  redressw  But  gentlemen  say 
these  aggressions  will  only  last  during  the  war. 
Sjr,  the  war  in  Europe,  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
has  been  almost  uninterm  i  tted.  Were  you  to  hold 
this  language  to  an  individiial,  and  say  to  him, 
you  are  denied  free  ingress  or  .egress  to  of  from 
your  own  mansion,  and  console  you  by  adding, 

Sou  can  bear  with  your  wrongs,  they  will  last  only 
uringyour  lifetime;  he  would  spurn  you  froin 
him  with  indignation.  Look  at  the,  state  of  the 
European  world,  at  its  situation  for  twenty  years 
past,  and  say  what  chance  have  you  of  peace  ?  I 
nope  our  rights  will  not  be  thus  permitted  to  be 
trampled  on  with  impunity, under  such  a  prete:^. 
I  ho|(e  to  see  some  systematic  measures  adopted 
to  meet  Great  Britain,  who  appears  to  have  form- 
ed a  deliberate  pbn  to  tnflict  all  the  iniury  in  her 
power  oii  this  people,  whom  she  looks  upon  as 
her  most  dangerous  rival.  This  step,  whicb  she 
faaa  taken,  is  a  Jink  in  the  great  chain  of  vassalage, 
a  colo&sal  stride  towards  effecting  that  plan  which 
has  for  its  object  the  dominion  of  the  seas.  If  we 
vield  doe  right,  as  well  established  as  the  right  to 
breathe  the  vital  air,  it  is  weak  in  us  to  imagine 
Great  Britain  will  stop  here.  This  would  be  as 
contrary  to  her  genius  as  the  genius  of  tbis  Gov- 
ernment is  to  war. 

But  it  is  said  Grreat  Britain  will  countervail  our 
restrictions;  in  this  respect  We  stand  in  a  very 
different  aituatioa  from  her.    We  ara  her  beat 


customers;  she  sends  to  us  articles  which  she 
cannot  sell  in  otber  places;  and  we  supply  her 
with  necessaries  whicn  she  cannot  procure  else- 
where. It  is  in  vain,  therefore,  to  suppose  Great 
Britain  can  affect  us  by  a  countervailing  policy. 
If  she  could  there  is  no  doubt  she  woi^ld.  if  gen- 
tlemen will  turn  their  eyes  to  lier  islands,  they  will 
see  that,  when  she  can  supply  them  with  pro- 
visions from  other  quarters,  she  does  not  permit 
us  to  carry  our  produce  to  them*  It  is  only  when 
she  cannot  obtain  them  elsewhere  that  she  granta 
this  as  a  favor.  •  But  we  are  told  that  we  cannot 
supply  ourselves  with  the  articles  we  derive  from 
her  in  jother  markets ;  and,  as  evidence  of  this, 
it  is  said  that  the  French  armies  are  now  clad  in 
BriUsh  manufactures,  notwithstanding  the  inter- 
dictions of^tbe  Qovernment  of  France.  But  I  call 
for  prouf  of  this  assertion*  I  deny  it.  I  assert 
from  unquestionable  authority,  that  they  are  clad 
from  bead  to  foot  in  French  manu&ctures. 

But  gentlemen  «ay  they  will  not  insure  this 
trade  at  the  expense  of  the  Constitution.  I  do 
not  understand  this  language.  Has  the  Conati*- 
totion  interposed  a  barrier  to  the  insurance  of  the 
Hghtsof  the  Aatioo  in  any  eituation  whatever? 
So  far  frooi  this  being  the  case,  I  believe,  on  the 
contrary,  the  Constitution  would  be  violated  if 
our  rights  were  not  maintained  in  every  part  of 
the  globe.  I  believe,  the  reverse  of  their  picture 
is  true ;  and  that  if  we  do  not  protect  eur  citizens 
in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights,  we  violate  the 
Constitution,  •no  matter  whether  those  citizens 
are  merchants  or  farmers.  Were  we  to  decide 
this  question  by  its  immediate  influence  on  the 
finances,  by  the  profit  and  loss  that  would  flow 
from  it  for  the  moioaent,  it  would,  indeed,  in  my 
opinion,  be  making  lis  a  mi&rable  set  of  counting- 
house  politicians.  And  though  we  might  profit 
b^  it  for  a  moment,  our  situation  would  soon  be 
worse  than  it  was.  We  would  show  ourselves 
penny-wise  and  pound-foolish.  Gentlemen  say 
they  will  not  protect. a  trtde  which  is  worth  but 
a  million  (though  I  believe  it-  may  be  shown  to 
be  almost  equal  to  the  whole  of  our  exporL<i)  at 
the  expense  of  si^x  millions.  But  if  we  l^isJate 
on  this  ground  of  calculation,  we  shall  sooa  have 
no  commerce  worth  protecting.  If  we  yield  our 
rights  because  their  proMKstion  will  cost  more  in 
dollars  and  cents  than  tbey  (ire  worth,  we  shall 
soon  have  no  commerce  remaining.  I  consider 
the  aggressions  which  Britain  has  made  upon  otu  ' 
trade  alone,  a  eufficien^  stilQiulus  to  induce  us  to 
do  something.  But  when  I  refer  to  the  three 
thousand  seamen  she  holds  in  miserable  bondage 
I  consider  the  destruction  of  this  trade  as  but  a 
drop  in  the  ocean  compared  with  them.  But,  on 
this  subject,  horrid  as  it  is,  I  find  some  gentlemen 
are  the  apologists  of  Britain !  One  gentleman  ob- 
serves that,  inasmuch  as  her  own  subjects  are  in 
our  employ,  she  had  a  ri^ht  to  take  froin  us  an 
equal  n umbers  But  there  is  no  analogy  between 
the  cases.  The  ^ct  of  her  subjects  m  entering 
into  our  service  is  voluntary,  while  our  citizens 
are  kept  in  her  service  by  violence.  Some  of  our 
own  citizens  reside  in  Britain,  and  yet  we  never 
dreamed,  of  complainiogi  beoansa  she  baa  not 
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banished  tiieofi  from  her  bosom.  No  man  in  his 
senses  can  say  that  Britain  is  justified  in  keeping: 
our  citizens  in  slavery,  on  the  ground  that  we  enf" 
ploy  her  subjects  in  qur  service.  But,  forsooth, 
ner  conduct  is  jusrified  by  the  hoporable  Speaker, 
on  the  gropind  that  the  protectiobit  of  our  oitizens 
are,  frabdalently  obtained ;-  that  they  ara-eold  to 
the  highest  bidder.  I  hope,  for  the  honor  of  •our 
eoulntry,  thai  this  aUegaiion  wiH  be  in^uii^  into. 

Mr.  Macon  here  explained,  by  obsermg  he 
had  said;  he  had  been  so  iaformed. 

Mr.  Jackson—I  say  the  subject  loudly  calls 
for  inquiry..   If  the  practice  is  ^ch  as  is  repre- 
sented, it  obgh.t  to  be  known,   and    punished. 
What  says  the  law  bn  this  subject  ?    That  the 
coUector^all  recetye  proK)f,  on  oath,  that  the  per- 
sou  applying  i&a  bona  fide  citizen  ;  of  course,  the 
collectors  .aK>ne  can  be  concerned  in  this  fraud* 
If  the y^  are.  so  cQnceroed,  iet  theni  be  punished. 
But  the  gentleinan  aay&.  protections  may  be  sojd. 
This  is  not  possible.    Tlve  protection  granted  to 
one  man  <»innot  snit  another,^as  it  specifies  the 
size,  the  compiezion,  and  other  characteristics  of 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  given;  and  I  ain  sure,  sir, 
a  description  of  your  person  and*  your  size  would 
Dot  suit  mine.    Gr^t  Britain,  it  seems,  says  the 
same  thing  with  the  honorable  Speaker.   If  a  mau 
has  a  prbteotion,  she  says  it  is  frauduledt  and  tears 
it  to  piecfs ;  and  if  he  has  not  a  protection,  Fhe 
declares  that  conclusive  proof  that  he  is^not  an 
American  citi2eB.    It  is  very  much  tp  be  regret- 
ted that  the  law  requiring  those  protections  ever 
passed ;  and  that  we  bad  not  asserted  the  right  to 
protect  every  inan  sailrng  under  our  flag,  except 
the  enemies  of  a  belligerent  nation.    Three  thou-^ 
aand  of  bur  citizens  now.groan  undec.tbis  abject 
slavery  t  This  num<)er  have  presented  their  claims.' 
to  your. Government.    .Besides  which,  many  more 
ar^  carried  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  oae'eouotrj 
to  aoother,  without  being  ever  able  to  mike  their 
cases  known  to  you.    In  vain  do  they  endeavor 
to  forward  their  .complaints — an  inexorable  t]^- 
ranoy  denies  them  the  indulgence.     It  is  fair 
then  to  infer  that  the  whole  number  is  twice  that 
I  have  stated,  and  it  really  appears  to  me  as  if  our 
ftensibility  were  lost  in  the  magnitude  of  the  in- 
jury.    If  there  were  but  a  single  case  of  this  spe- 
cies of  opi>re.<«8ion  presented  to  us,  it  would  be 
^in'ore  affecting  and  effective.    Draw  the  picture 
of  ia  single  victim,  the  onl^r  son  of  aged  parent^ 
^''the;r  staff,  the  prop  of  their  age,  their  pride  ana 
only  support;  ne  toils  and  labors  to  obtain  a  ven- 
ture, with  the  pleasing  prospect  of  quadrupling 
'  his  little  capital — they  follow  him,  when  ready  to 
leare  them,  with  tears  and  blessings  to  the  water 
side,  where  he  embarks;  and  in  a  few  hours  the 
lessening  sail  is  lost  to  their  view  on  the  bosom  of 
the  wide  expanded  ocean.    They  return  to  their 
cottagre,  and  implore  a  beneficent  God  to  protect 
their  darling;  they  count  the  days  of  his  absence, 
and  when,  accordmg  to  the  usual  course  of  events, 
the   period  of  his  return  is  drawing  to  a  close. 
each  hour.awakeos  new  fears  aijd  new  solicitude. 
Hy  and  by  the  vessel  anchors  in  its  port — they  fly 
to  embrace  him — but,  alas!  he  is  not  there^he 
^Rra^  of!  the  harbor's  mouth,  robbed  of  his  all,  im- 


pressed by  thr  British,  and  carried  into  worse 
than  Algerine  slavery — for  with' those  he  would 
only  be  compelled  to  work  for  bis  master,  whiUt 
these  make  him  work,  and  fight,  under  a  lash 
more  cruel  than  the  barbarian  bastinado,  and  a 
despotism  more  unreleptihg  than  the,  slave  dri- 
ver's exercise.  Their  golden  dream's  are  vanished 
with  the  recital.  The  soul  shrinks  back  upon  it- 
self; they  cast  a  long  and  wishful  look  upon  the 
ocean,  and  with  tolterfng  steps  reach  their  once 
peaceful  happy  home — but  no  peace,  nor  happi- 
ness, welcome  their  return.  Hope  lingers  for  a 
while,  and  cheers  their  droopipg  spirits— it  directs 
their  appehl  to  the  Govern  men  t,  which  the  old  man 
fought  and  bled  in  the  field  to  establish,  upon  the 
basis  of  universal  justice,  and  whose  principles  he 
impressed  on  the  mind  of  hisehild.  Year  after 
year  it  is  deaf  to  their  cries;  it  sits  down  and  cal- 
culate^i  the  cost  of  asserting  its  rights,  with  the 
aieeiy  of  a  leger^ keeper,  and  decides  ia  favor  of 
a  put»i Hani moQs  acquiescence,  because  the  balance 
of  dollars  and  eeats  is  struck  in  its  favor.  Pov- 
erty approaches  with  rapid  strides— ^their  last 
dollar  IS  laid  out  to  procure  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence ;  toe  proud  to  beg,  and  too  infirm  to  labor, 
they  know  not  how  tb  si  vert  their  fate;  the  little 
plans  they' have  formed  without  the  means  of  ex« 
ecution,  fly  like  meteors  before  them — nature  is 
making  a  mighty  struggle  with  adversity,  when 
it  is  announced  that  their  bOy  fell  beneath  th^ 
thousand,  lashes  which  were  inflicted  on  him  for  * 
attempting  his  escape;  and  Death,  kindly  interpo- 
sing his  friendly  arm,  grants  a  respite  from  their 
miseries!  Does  not  such  a^case  demand  our  at- 
tention? It  is  not  at  all  comparable  to  that  of 
mauy  others.  Add  to  the  sceoe  which  I  have 
feebly  portrayed,  the  distraction  of  a  tender 
virife,  manacled  'and.  coafiued  ia  the  cold  damp 
cells  of  a  luoatic  hospital*— her  children  bound 
out  by  the  parish,  and  all  their  prospeets  of  life 
nipped  iji  the  bud,  oecastoiied  by  the  impressment 
of  tue  husband  and  the  ftither--and  then  tell  me 
do  we  vroiace  the  priueiples  of  the  Constitution, 
which  declares  that  it  is  mad^  to  provide  for  this 
commoa  defiance  and  generiirwelfare,  by  vindi- 
cating those  measures  which  are^  well'  calculated 
to  procure  redress?  This  were  in^ed  to  play  such 
fantastic  tricks  before  high  heaven,  as  make  even 
angels  weep!  Shall  we,  in  the  Tripoline  war,  to 
rescue  from  bondage  threehondred  Americans,  per- 
form, through  the  agency  of  some  of  pur  citizens, 
acts  ef  perseverance,  address^ and  beroisoij  unsur- 
passed in  the  annals  of  ancient  or  modern  times,  at 
the  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  many  brave  men,  who, 
with  some  of  those  that  survived  the  conflict, 
will  be  enrolled  by  a  grateful  country  upon  the 
list  of  the  favorite  sons  of  the  Aakerioan  nation-r- 
wben  as  many  thowiands  are  ^rodning  under  the 
cruel  oppression  of  Great  Bntain,  add  c/ying  to 
us  for  succor,  without  exciting  or  producing  one 
manly  exertion! 

But  gentlemen  say,  let  us  vindicate  our  rights 
first  on  the  land,  and  then  on  the  ocean.  As  so 
much  has  been  urged'  on  this  subject,  I  think  it 
proper  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply,  and  though  I 
had  ff^  the  documents  relating  to  it,  I  must  say 
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hour  of  twelve,  beiag  tt  the  house  of  Nathan  K«m- 

Sir,  within  about  two  miles  of  Pinckneytille,  within 
e  limits  of  the  Mississippi  Territorji  the  house  was 
surrounded,  and  the  doors  thereof  forced  open,  by  a 
party  consisting  of  at  least  nineteen  persons,  whereof 
some  were  negroes,  and  some  white  men  in  disguise. 
That  among  the  latter  he  recognised  and  personalty 
knew  the  following  persons:  Juouis  Ritchie,  Minet 
Butler,  Abraham  Horton,  James  Horton,  aiid  two 
otiMrs,  whose  names  he  did  not  recoUect,  bat  expected 
seen  to  heaUe  to  ascertain,  aO  of  tvhom  are  inhabit 
tinta  ofrtbe  MiseWppi  TenilofT ;  and  M^cns  Csrr, 
James  Say,  Philip  8ay,  and  otfaem,  rasiidlng  witlmi 
the  Spanish  lines.  Qf  the,  negroesv  wkooe  number 
amounted  to  seven  at  least,  three*  whose  name*  we 
William  or  Bill,  Nat»  and  Meew,  and  others  whoee 
names  he  did  not  reooUeet,  he  knew  to  be  the  pep- 
erty  of  thi;  above-mentioned  Abraham  Horton.  fhet 
the  sfl^d  part^,  aU  ef  whom  were  well  aanedt  after 
having  forced  thei^  way  into  the  house,  violently 
ibrcecfhim  'from  his  bedroom,  after  a  struggle  of  about 
fifteen  minutes,  during  which  he  'received  several  vio- 
lent blows  on  the  head  and  face;  and,  after  kaving 
torn  ofT  his  shirt  and  tied  him  wtlh  cords,  forced  him 
over  the  tine  into  the  Spanish  territory,  where  they  de- 
livered him  up,  with  hw  two  brothers,  Nathan  and 
Samuel  Kemper,  bound  in  Ae  same  manner,  to  Solo- 
men  Alston,  who  commanded  a  large  party  of  armed 
men.'' 

Go^ernop  Gratidpr%  in  answer  to  Governor 
Witiiains,  says: 

«  i  have  received  yoor  lefltor  dated  the  einl^  niet«nt, 
Miatiee  to  the  extsaordinefy  event  tiuit  happened  at 
PincfcneyvtUe  on  the  dd  instant)  via:  the  aasaolt  on 
the  thrae  brothers,  Kempecs,  hyperaons'anfcnewnfaad 
diegttised,  ijt  is  said»  in  black,,  wdir  condaeCed  tfiem  on 
that  part  of  the  Tenritoiy  which  it  hee  flowed  Hk 
Majesty  to  ,oommit  to  my  chaige.  .  The  ocennrenoe  ie 
amgulaiyand  of  which  I  had-  no  infimnation  tulthe 
night  between  the  seventh  and  eighth,  \ey  one  of  the 
commanders  of  the  patroli^  who^  since  the  inroads 
committed  by  that  turbulent  banditti,  headed  by  the 
Kempers,  have  been  stationed  near  the  frontiers,  and 
widiin  the  interior  settlement  of  Feliciana ;  the  first 
gave  me  information  under  date  of  the  fifth,  tiuit  by 
night  he  met  with  a  party  of  men  disguised  and 
armed,  who  were  conducting  three  othera,  whom  they 
immediately  abandoned  and  rethred  wHh  precipitation 
the  same  way  which  they  appeared  to  have  come; 
withont  uttering  a  single  wo»d.  Kis  first  care  was  to 
aecore  liie  pevsons  of  the  three  men,  whotf  he  found 
to  be  tile  Kemperv,  and  immediately  had  them  con- 
ducted to  Bayon  Tonnica»  there  to  be  embaiked  under 
an  eseolt,  and  delivered  at  my  di^wsal.  He  added, 
that  on  the  way  the  eaoert  was  .stopped  by  aotnal  fi>ree 
on  the  river,  very  near  the  eastern  shora,  by  Captain 
Wilson,  military  commandant  at  Point  Coup^,  where 
it  is  said  the  escort  is  4ctained,  and  also  the  Kempera. 
The  commander  of  the  natrol  also  deelares  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  know  any  one  of  the  persona 
who  brought  and  abandoned  the  said  Kempeia^  owing 


that  gentlemen  have  so  misrepresented  the  con- 
duct of  the  Spanish  agents,  thqt  I  am  almost  in- 
duced to  believe  they  alluded  to  something  not  in 
the  commuoications  contained  in  the  pamphlet. 
Take  the  lesiiraooy  of  the  Kempers  themselves, 
who  no  doubt  give  it  the  most  unfavorable  as- 
pect— what  do  they  say  ? 
"  That  on  the  night  of  the  8d  instant,  ab<mt  the  I  ;^J  «iiSrtty''ti^7S;^  ^thlhiuTf^lMtei 


to  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  their  disguise,  and  their 
very  prompt  departure. 

'  ^  'fyki  is  all  the  information  I  have  as  yet,  but  have 
despatched  an  express  to  procure  a  more  ample  knowl- 
edge respecting  this  strange  and  mysterious  vioU&tbn. 
<*  It  is  not  neoes^iy,  I  Hatter  myself,  that  I  should 
expreee  trhat  pains  oar  Government '  has  tdcen,  and 
how  unceasingly  scnpnlone  it  bee  bisen  to 


Statea,  that  good  undenrtanding  and  hnmonywliicii 
ii  onght  to  be  impoanble  fiw  a  lew  inlrigwing,  peiidi- 
ous  adventurers,' thirsting  after  levenfe  &r  pri,^vate  9m- 
iiafseitiw,  tft  interrttyt." 

I  hare  taken  the  fheta  in  the  stvong^lig^l  tber 
are  plaoed  by  one  of  the  insulted  parties,  by  which 
it  appears  that  these  acts  were  eominrtted  in  the 
Missrssimn  Territory  by  cftizena  of  thast  Terri* 
lory.  The  Spanish  Goyernor  regrets  thectircom- 
etanel;  apeaks  of  it  fs  a  strange  and  taiysterfoua 
riolatioQ  ;  say  A  that  it  is  not  necessary  ^to  express 
the  wish,  which  hehad  befbre  intimatad,  that  it 
would  not  pl-erent  a-good  uoderatatiding  with  tbe 
United  States'.  Here  we  find  that  measure  diss* 
▼owed;  aird  admitting  that  rioteoce  had  helm 
ofl^red  bv  a  Bf>anieh  party,  even  within  oAr  lim- 
its, the  Crovernor  explicitly  disavows  it,  and protn- 
ises  iojjurry  and  satisfaction.  But  is  this  the 
case  with  Great  Britain?  "No.  Par  from  it.  Her 
riolenees  are  not  only  committed  by  her" cruisers, 
but  by  her  pdmiraity  judges,  who,  in  the  versa- 
tility of  their  decisions,  ont-Prorine  Proteus  him- 
seir.  Are  the  eases  analogous  ?  Shall  We  go  to 
war  for  an  aet  whieh  is  either  vnauthorized  or 
disavowed^  and' tamely  sit  still  while  the  injoriea 
that  are  inflteied  upon  os  are  avowed  90 d  vlndi* 
catedf  Have  not  our  citixenr;  been^mptessed  at 
the  mouths  of  tmr  harbors?  Need  I  t^^fer  to  the 
membraWe  fact  that  o6c^f  red  at  N^w  Yotk  ?  I 
believe  your  citizens  were  taken  from  a  revenue 
cutter,  and  certainly  from  an  American  vessel  at 
the  mouth  of  that  hafbor/  We  find  Great  Brft- 
Atn  cotiteniKng  that  this  is  tigfhf — glorying  in'it— 
and,  what  is  more  extraordinary,  apologists  for  It 
on  the  floor  of  Congress. 

Gentlemen  have  said  that  our  property  and 
citizens  ought  not  to  be  defended  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  guu-batteries.  If  this  sentiment  is 
correct,  why  carry  on  the  war  with  Tripoli? 
Have  you  not  by  this  measure  told  your  mer- 
chantis  that  their  property  witt  be  protected? 
Have  they  not  sailed  under  ftiis  impression,  and 
was  nut  this  war  commenced  for  injuries  com- 
mitted in  the  ]|flediterranean  seas?  If  this  can  be 
their  impression,  would  you  violate  the  atouraa* 
ces  which  yoU  gave  them  ? 

When  they  saw  you  with  manly  spirit  take  this 

f  round,  itnd  maintain  it  by  acts  wntch  have  nevet^ 
een  surpassed,  did  not  that  give  them  reason  to 
believe  that  they  would  hie  protected,  so  lone  as 
they  complied  with  your  laws  and  with  theli^w 
of  nations?  It  is  too  late,  when,  in  confidence  of 
your  faith,  they  have  run  into  danger,  and  are 
exposed  to  be  deprived  of  their  all,  to  say  that 
you  have  abandoned  them.  But  we  are  told,  if 
you  provoke  the  power  of  Great  Britain  she  may 
again  reduce  you  to  the  colonial  state  in  which 


737 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


7S8 


March,  1806. 


Nmrimportation  of  Geodafrom  Cheat  Britain. 


HopR. 


she  once  held  you,  or  a  state  more  abject  and 
miserable.  How  is  tbis  more  effectuaUy  to  be 
done  than  by  destroying  our  commerce,  advan- 
cing as  we  recede,  first  driving''  us  from  the  ocean, 
and  then  hiibtinff  us  from  our  shores  to  the  moun- 
tains, and  from  thence  to  the  Sojath  Seas?  This 
cannot  be  effected  in  a  moment.  I  haye  no  doubt 
Great  Britain  boks  back  to  the  times  of  1776 
with  lively  indlffoation.  If  she  lashes  us,  and 
we  crioge  beneath  the  whifs  until  our  |>e8t  feel- 
ings are  blunted,  at  what  poiat  will  she  stop  be- 
fore she  has  driven  us  from  our  posts  indeed,  and 
again  reduced  us  to  a  state  of  servile  dependence ! 
But  gentlemen  say  Great  Britain  is  the  great 
source  of  our  revenue,  and  we  oug^ht  not  to  take 
a  step  which  might  destroy  it.  Sir,  it  were  bet- 
ter to  be  up  to  the  eyes  in  debt  like  Great  Britain, 
than  hold  our  revenue  by  such  a- tenure.  Once 
declare  that'you  are  unable  to  pay  your  debts  or 
support  your  Government,  bat  for  the  revenue 
derived  from  Great  Brttain,  and  let  gentlemen 
say  where  she  will  stop.  She  understands  this 
thing  as  well  as  we  do,  and  if  she  sees  that  we 
have  determined  to  get  out  of  debt  without  re- 
sorting to  taxes ;  to  make  no  leans,  whatever  the 
emergency  may  be.  and  that  we  can  get  no  re- 
sources but  through  her  trade,  and  I  Mr  that  in 
a  little  lime  she  will  make  us  bear  what  I  am  ap- 
prehensive will  produce  no  feeling  at  all.  Some 
gentlemen  are  good  enough  to  be  willing  to  al- 
low Great  Britam  a  longer  time  to  prey  on  i|s. 
They  wish  us  to  negotiate  with  her  with  Chris- 
tian meekness,  when  she  smiles  us  on  one  ear  to 
turn  th«;  other  also.  But  are  we  not  told  by  the 
Executive  that  negotiation  has  been  tried ;  that 
with  regard  to  the  impressment  of  our  seamen 
there  was  a  prospect  of  a  successful  iKsue,  which 
was  afterwards  however  shut  out  from  us  ?  It  is 
in  vain  to  expect  any  other  resuU  from  negotia- 
tion than  we  have  witnessed,  without  we  do 
something,  unless  Great  Britain  entertains  the 
idea. that  the  nation  is  not  identified  with  the 
acts  of  the  Executive,  but  with  those  of  Con- 
gress. This,  however,  cannot  be.  For  omitting 
what  has  lately  transpired  in  this  House,  and 
which  is  not  known  lo  her  at  this  time,  Great 
Britain  knows  that  the  whole  nationis  ready  to 
tiipport  the  Executive.  The  unanimity  which 
pevaiied  at  ihelate  election  has  testified  it.  It 
isnot  merely  to  protect  the  colonial  trade,' or  to 
redress  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  that  calls 
for  this  measure.  Everything  that  connects  us 
with  the  European  world,  through  the  medium 
of  commerce,  ts  involved  in  it.  Viewing  her 
pretensions  as*  the  entering  wedge,  she  will,  if 
you  submit,  advance  with  steady  steps  \  triple 
on  and  violate  ev^rv  right  in  rapid  succession, 
until  she  has  established  ber  undisputed  right  to 
the  whole  seas,  and  enforced  obedience  to  her 
pretensions  '-.that  all  bene&th  them  is  British 
ground,"  and  compelled  those  who  sail  on  them 
previously  to  ask  ber  permission.  But  gentle- 
men say,  there  is  a  prospect  of. adjustment,  and 
appeal  to  the  papers  on  your  taole.  I  say  there 
is  no  such  prospect,  and  1  call  for  the  facts  which 
gentlemen  rely  on. 
9th  Con.— 24 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  remarks  I  have 
made  go  to  prove  that  we  ought  to  do  something 
to  restri<;t  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 
Having  established  this  point,  and  that  it  is  not  a 
war  measure,  the  question  presents  itself,  what 
shall  be  done?  My  opinion  is,  that  the  redoltt- 
tion  before  you  is  best  calculated  to  answer  our 
purpose^  hi|t  in  the  opinion  of  some  other  gentle- 
men, it  1^  better  to  resort  to  something  else  that 
will  have  the  same  tendency.  I  agree  with  them 
that  it  is  better  to  advance  than  to  recede,  and  to 
uke  grpuod  which  we  can  maintain  and  advance 
on  it  than  to  make  one  retrograde  step,  and  I  am 
willing  therefore  to  vote  fit  present  for  some  regula- 
tion chat  maf  he  more  lenient  than  the  one  under 
consideration ;  to  try  such  a  measute  first,  and  if 
this  does  not  •  succeed,  to  attempt  others.  I  am 
willing  to  consent  torstop  all  intercourse  with  her, 
if  repress  cannot  be  obtained  even  by  these  means; 
and  if  it  shall  not  be  obtained  even  by  these 
means,  to  exert  such  power  as  it  has  pleased  Ood 
and  nature  to  give  U9.  I  repeat,  once  more,  it  is 
far  better  to  die  contending  for  our  rights,  than 
tamely  to  sit  down  and  crouch  under  injustice, 
until  all  the  finer  feelings  of  the  nation  are  blunt- 
ed, the  people  are  disgusted,  our  resources  de- 
stroyed, and  the  degeneracy'of  their  sons  make 
the  fathers  of  the  Revolution  look  down  witl 
contempt  upon  us,and  say :  We  fought  and  eman- 
cipated our  countrv,  we  bequeathed  to  you  the 
fair  inheritance  of  freedom,  you  prove  yourselves 
unworthy  of  it:  henceforth  we  disown  you;  re- 
turn and  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water 
for  our  former  taskmasters,  as  the  fit  instruments 
of  slavery. 

Mr.  RnaA,  of  Tennessee, 'said  it  w^s  with  some 
difficulty  he  had  prevailed  on  himself  to  atteidpt 
to  make  any  remarks  on  the  resolution  now  under 
consideration,  but  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  fellow- 
citizens,  to  this  honorable  Committee,  and  to  him* 
self,  constrained  him  pot  to  remain  silent. 

It  is  not  many  years  since  the  United  States  of 
America,  from  being  obacnre  colonies  of  Ghreat 
3ritato,  emerged  into  sovereignty.  Th6  treaty  of 
one  thousand  Seven  hundred  aqd  eighty-three  re- 
stored peace,  and  confirmed  the  mdependence  of 
these  United  States;  but  they  were  involved  in 
a  large  debt,  incurred  by  that  war,  which  termi- 
nated in  their  independence.  The  United  States 
were  then  possessed  of  a  large,  fertile  territory; 
but  agricultu^  industry  was  injured  by  the  war, 
and  they  were  without  resources  and  without 
commerce. 

With  the  return  of  peace,  agricultural  indus- 
try was  revived  and  enlarged;  an  extensive,  enter-, 
prising  comm^ce  began  to  operate  and  unfold  it- 
self. Persevering,  active  industry,  in  the  business 
of  agriculture,  and  in  that  of  commerce,  in  a  pe- 
riod of  little  mor^  than  twenty  years  of  peace, 
has  afforded  resonrees  for  the  payment  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  public  d«bt;  has  increased  the 
wealth  of  individuals  and  of  the  nation,  and  has 
elevated  these  United  States  to  be  the  second 
commercial  nation  in  the  world:  and  for  this, 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  they  have  incurrea 
the  jealousy  of  that  maritime  Power  whose  im* 
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froToked  war  hastened  them  ime  indepeodeiice. 
f  the  history  of  commerce  is  attended  to,  it  will 
be  diseoYered  that  it  origioated  with  the  natioos 
of  the  East,  (as  did  almost  ever^  other  effort  and 
•peculation  of  human  genius,)  and  from  thence 
travelled  westerly.  In  its  course,  it  continued 
certain  periods  ot  time  with  some  favored  cities, 
and  with  some  lavored  nations,  and  when  it  de- 
parted from  one  city  and  nation,  it  took  op  its 
residence  with  another  nK>re  to  the  west.  Tyrre, 
Carthage,  and  Alexandria,  were  ancient  cities, 
kighly  favored  l^r  commerce  id  their  respective 
times ;  Genoa,  Venice,  and  Amsterdam,  in  mod- 
ern times;  at  this  time,  London  is  the  most  fa- 
vored commercial  citv  in  the  world.  Commerce^ 
in  its  progress  from  East  to  West,  was  always  at- 
tendea  with  a  spirit  of  monopoly.  With  what- 
ever favored  citjr  and  nation  commerce  resided, 
tliat  city  and  nation  soon  after  became  ambitious 
to  monopolize  commerce  to  itself^  and  to  exclude 
(except  so  far  as  it  might  judge  proper  fori  to  own 
interest)  all  other  nations  from  participating  in 
equal  advantages. 

To  be,  or  to  be  rising  to  be,  a  nation  of  com- 
mercial iniuence,  has,  from  time  to  time,  been 
eause  of  contention  among  the  nations  borclering 
on  the  shores  of  the  ocean.  That  contention  for 
auj[>eriority  has,  in  most  instances,  been  attended 
with  desolating  war ;  and^  ,in  many  cases,  ended 
with  the  subveruon  and  rum  of  a  rival  commercial 
Power,  or  of  one  which  attempted  to  monopolize 
commerce  to  itself.  To  this  cause,  in  a  certain 
degree,  majr  be  attributed  the  desolation  of  Tvre, 
the  deuMlition  of  Carthage,  and  the  ruin  of  Alex- 
andria of  ancient  times;  the  fall  of  Gknoa,  and 
tke  declension  of  Venice  in  modem  times. 

It  is  many  years  since  Great  Britain  began  to 
be  a  nation  of  commercial  importance.  AgricuL- 
t«ral  industry,  and  manufacturing  Renins,  pursued 
with  steady  and  unremitting  attenuon,  gave  wings 
to  her  commerce.  Her  merchant  vessels,  from 
her  insulated  position,  as  from  a  centre,  passed 
the  ocean  in  all  direction,  and  articles  of  heir 
manufacturing  appeared  for  sale  in  the  porto  of 
every  maritime  natiiMi. 

Commercial  success  aikd  favorable  maritime 
events  caused  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  to  con- 
templale  the  dominion  of  the  ocean^  necessary  to 
secure  the  existence  and  continuance  of  a  com- 
mercial monopoly;  for  this  purpose  the  construc- 
tion of  a  navy  was,  with  unabating  vigor,  at- 
tended to. 

Great  Britain,  j^ovemed  by  her  favorite  policy. 
of  acquiring  unlimited  coihmerce,  has,  for  ages 
past,  (except  some  partial  intervals,)  been  engagiBd 
m  wars  with  her  maritime  European  neighbors. 
Any  cause  has  been  hud  hold  oi  by  her  to  pro- 
cure the  ruin  of  a  commercial  rival.  To  that 
edicf  may  be  attributed  the  wars  between  Great 
ritain  and' Holland,  between  Great  Britain  .and 
Spain,  and  between  Great  Britain. and  France, 
which  caused  the  loss  oC  the  lives  of  millions  of 
men,  and  the  expense  of  millions  of  money.  Ac- 
tuated by  this  policy,  Great  Britain  progressed 
until  the  commerce  of  every  other  European  mar- 
itime nation  had  been  destroyed,  or  made  subser- 


vient to  her  interest,  and .  she  had  made  henelf 
the  unrivalled  commercial  Power  in  Europe. 

No  nation  ever  acquired  and  possessed  com- 
merce as  extensively  as  Gkeat  Britain.  That 
wisdom  which  systematized  the  plan,  and  that 
undeviating,  persevering  policy,  which,  notwitk- 
standiag  intemal  commotion  and  external  wars, 
condncted  her  to  the  summit  of  commercial  pow- 
er, wUl  ever  command  admiration.  The  acquisi- 
tion is  the  effect  of  the  work  of  ages.  Her  com- 
mercial aggrandizement  has  l)een  her  favorite 
object;  to  this  her  policy  for  a  kmg  series  of  years 
has  been  directed.  In  this  policy  may  be  discov- 
ered the  cause  of  all  the  wars  she  has  been  en- 
gaged in  for  centuries  past.  To  monopolize  the 
commerce  of  the  world  was  her  paramount  object; 
to  retain  it,  the  ener^^y  of  her  power  will  be  ex- 
erted. In  ac<{uiring  it,  her  power  was  the  law; 
ia  preserving  it,  the  same  law  will  be  observed. 

The  mind  cannot  without  horror  contemplate 
the  ravages,  carnage,  and  destruction,  that  mo- 
nopolizing policy  has  occasioned,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  every  quarter  of  the  earth. 

It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  Great  Briuin  sees 
a  new  commercial  rival  emerging  into  existence 
in  the  West,  at  a  distance  of  three  thousand  miles; 
that  that  rival  is  the  United  States  of  America: 
a  new  nation,  composed  of  citizens  for  the  most 
part  derived  from  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain; 
a  nation,  who,  as  it  were,  in  a  day  has  arisen  into 
existence,  and  carried  ito  commerce  to  the  most 
distant  rqg^ions. 

It  may  with  propriety  be  said,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  increasing  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  affords  more  serious  cause  of  inquie- 
tude to  Great  Britain  than  thai  of  any  other  na- 
tion ever  did.  The  vast  territory  of  these  United 
States,  so  fertile,  and  so .  productive  of  all  the 
necessaries  of  life;  the  eltensive  foresto  of  lofty 
timber  with  which  that  territorv  is  covered,  and 
the  certainty  that  it  contains  and  will  produce  all 
the  materials  necessarv  for  ship  bnilding;  the  - 
temperate  manners  and  fixed  habits  of  the  citi- 
zens, their  agricultural  industry  and  commercial 
enterprise,  their  population  lucreasiag  in  a  ratio 
unexperienced  since  thefirst  settlement  of  nations, 
afford  sufficient  cause  for  restless  alarm« 

With  deep  and  corroding  regret,  the  poiiej  of 
Great  Britaiii  contemplates  these  thinasrand  fore- 
sees a  diminution  of  her  commercial  power  in 
the  prosperitv  of  that  of  the  United  States.  She 
has  destroyed  the  commerce  of  Holland,  of  Spain, 
of  France,  and  that  of  most  of  the  other  mantime 
Powers  of  Europe-.  It  only  remains  to  reatrict 
the  commerce  ol  the  United  States,  and  by  that 
means  to  seize  the  commerce  of  the  wmrld. 

In  conformity  to  her  fixed  policy.  Great  Britaiii 
.  has,  contrary  to  all  law,  from  lime  to  time  im- 
pressed seamen,  citizens  of  the  United  Siat«s,aiad 
in  consequence  of  newonaritime  rules,  not  recog- 
nised bv  the  laws  of  nations,  and  which  power 
has  enabled  her  to  impose,  her  armed  ships  have 
captured  merchant  ships  and  vesseb  of  the  United 
States,  not  bound  to  ports  blockaded,  nor  carrying 
articles  termed  contraband  of  war ;  and  the  .<«ame 
merchant  ships  and  vessels  are  eondemaed  by 
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her  Courts  of  Admiralty,  under  pretence  that  a 
trade  not  permitted-  to  neutrals  in  time  of  peace 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  in  time  of  war. 

ft  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the  new  regula- 
tions imposed  by  Ch'eat  Britain  are  only  an  osten- 
sible cause  for  capturing  the  merchant  ships  «nd 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  that  there  is  an- 
other cause,  proceeding  from  her  policy,  of  more 
remote^  conse<luence.  Thut  cause  may  be  the 
suppression  of  the  cammerce  of  the  United  States, 
or  at  least  to  reduce  it  to  a  complete  d^ndence 
on  tier  own  commerce.  This  opinion  will  appear 
to  be  not  without  reason,  if  a  retrospective  view 
h  taken  of  the  policy,  the  conduct,  and  p^sever- 
ittg  industry  of  Great  BHtain  to  destroy  the  com- 
merce of  European  Powers.  • 

When  the  maritime  power  of  Great  Britain  is 
contemplated,  it  may  be  inquired,  what  can  the 
United  States  do  to  preretit  the  prostriition  of 
their  commercell  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  not  suffi- 
cientiy  conversant  in  the  commercial  history  of 
Great  Britain  to  know,  what  quantities  of  mer- 
chandise either  Holland,  Spain,  or  France,  annu- 
ally imoorted  from  Great  Britain,  or  what  quan- 
tities of  merchandise  Gi^at  Britain  exported  to 
either  of  those  nations,  directly  or  indirectly;  but 
he  was  indttccfd  to  beUeve.  that  neither  of  those 
nations,  for  that  cause,  had  such  strong  hdd  on 
Great  Britain,  to  induce  her  to  keep  in  f>eace,  as 
the  United  States  havtf.  That  Great  Britain  had 
not  such  interested  inducements  to  preserve  peace 
-with  either  of  those  nations,  as  she  had  to  pre- 
serve peace  with  the  United'  States.  Each  of 
those  nations  was  a  near  neighbor  to  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  the  United  States  are  west  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean;  Neither  of  tbose  nations  imported  anna- 
ally  sneh  great  quantities  of  merchandise  from 
Oreat  Britain  ai^d  her  dominions  as  the  United 
States  do;  it  is  queslionaUe  whether  any 'other 
nation  ever  did. 

'  Oreat  Britain  has  commenced  her  career  of  in- 
uring the  commerce  of  the  United  Statesj^not  by 
direct  warftire,  but  by  iei  mode  of  restraint  and 
spoliation,  as  efficient  in  event,  if  persisted  in  and 
safTet^d*  There  is  reason-  to  believe  that  these 
restraining  regulations  are  put  in  force  as  a  mat- 
ter of  experiment,  and  if  It  is  perceived' tl^t  they 
are  sabmitted  to,  other  new  regulations  wKl  be 
invented,  adopted,  and  enforced,  untit  the  desired 
object  is  obtained. 

Oreat  Britain  (and  every  other  nation,  what- 
ever system  be  acted  on  td  obtain)  is  bound  only 
by  her  otrn  interest.  If  that  interest  directs  hbr 
poHcy  to  attempt  a  diminution  or  subversion  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  St&tes,  that  attempt 
will  be  made.  An  attempt  already  has  been  made 
to  restrain  th^  commerceof  the  United  Stated,  by 
impiressing  seamen  add  capturing  ships  and  ves- 
sels. Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  some 
principle  of  reaction  ought  to  be  adopted;  that  it 
should  consist  of  certkin  comiQerciai  regulations, 
-which  may  be  commensurate  with  the  injury. 
That  this  regulation  ;nay  be  a'suspension  of  the 
importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
from  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland^  and  the  colonial  dependencies  thereof,  as 


is  declared  in  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  now  under  consideration. 
The  measure  which  ought  to  be  adopted  should 
be  efifectual  and  within  the  power  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  R.  said^  he  was  not  particularly  attached 
to  that  resolution,  his  desire  was.  that  some  regu- 
lation migh^  be  made  that  would  be  commensu- 
rate to  the  object. 

Every  nation  has  a  right  to  determine  whether 
it  will  or  will  not  import  merchandise  from  any 
other  nation.  If  it  determine  not  to  import,  and 
did  not  import,  that  is  not  a  just  cause,  nor  ought 
to  be  any  ciause  of  offence  to  the  other  nation. 
It  was  not  his  desire  that  the  United  States  should 
give  cause  of  efience  to,  or  commence  hostilities, 
or  be  at  war  with  any  nation.  He  was  firmly 
determitied  not  to  surrender  any  right,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  did  belong  to  the  peojile  of  the  United 
States.    ^ 

.  The  United  States  import  annually  fVom  Great 
Britain  merchandise  to  the  amoant  of  more  than 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  from  the  dominions  bf 
Great  Britain.  The  vending  so  great  a  quantity 
of  merchandise  to  the  Unit^  States  is  an  object 
of  the  first  magnitude  to  Great  Britain,  and  which 
she  would  at  any  time,  particularly  at  the  present, 
be  very  reluctant  to  lose.  If  adequate  commer- 
cial regulations  be  adopted,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  Great  Britain  will  be  induced,  for  the 
preservation  of  her  own  interest,  to  make  friendly 
arrangeriients,  will  remove  all  existin|^  differences^ 
and  do  justice  to  the  United  States,  in  their  com- 
mercial concerns,  agreeably  to  the  existing^  known, 
used,  and  accustomed  laws. of  nations. 

If,  on  the  reverse,  it  shall  so  be,  that  Great  Bri- 
tain will  refuse  to 'make  friendly  arrangements, 
and  to  do  that  justice  which  the  United  States 
are  now  entKl^i  to,  and  will  persevere  in  im- 
pressing seamen,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  continue  to  commit,  injuries  on  their 
commerce,  one  of  two  things  must  be  the  conse- 
quence. The  Unit€(d  States  have  either  to  sub- 
mit their  commerce  to  the  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, or  to  call  forth  theirv  energies  to  resist  the 
attempt  of  deprivation,  tf  Great  Britain  shall 
hazard  a  contest,  she  has  much  to  lose,  and  a  war 
may  terminate  as  much  to  her  injury  as  to  that  of 
the  United  States: 

In  discussing  the  subject  under  consideratioti. 
arguments  had  been  deduced  from  geographical 
divisions  of  the  United  States,  and  from  the  in- 
jury which  might  be  done  to  the  exportation  of 
particular  articles  of  particular  States.  These 
geographical  distinctions  might  as  well  not  have 
been  -  made..  >  These  United  States  on  every  na- 
tional question  are  one.  Arguments  deduced  from 
any  injury  which  may  accrue  to  the  exportation 
of  any  particular  production  of  any  particular 
State,  are  not  well  founded.  In  this  case  is  in- 
volved the  welfare  and  interest  of  the  United 
States.  The  policy  of  Great  Britain  may  be  to 
suppress  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  if 
pos9ible,  or  to  reduce  it  to  an  entire  subserviency 
on  h^  own  commerce. 

It  has  been  said  that  Great  Britain  is  fighting 
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for  ber  national  ezisteDce,  and  that  this  beiog  so, 
the  UDited  States  ought  not  now  to  urge  their 
complaints.  If  it  be  so,  the  United  States  have 
not  been  the  ^ause  of  that  war.  The  United 
States  have  not  been  aiding  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain;  they  have  preserved  an  impartial,  neu- 
tral position.  They  have  not  been  hostile  or  ia- 
imtcal  to  Great  Britain  in  the  course  of  that  war. 
Their  conduct  has  been  that  of  friendship.  But 
Great  Britain  is  said  to  be  fighting  for  her  na- 
tional existence.  If  so,  to  what  cause  is  that  war 
to  be  assigned  ?  Is  the  non-performance  of  the 
treaty  of  Amiens,  as  it  related  to  Malta,  a  cause 
of  that  war?  If  so,  whatpation  refused  the  per- 
formance 1  Great*  Britain  or  France  ?  The  an- 
swer is  evident.  Can  Great  Britain  justifv  inju- 
ries done  to  her  friends?  Will  Great  Britain 
attempt  to  justify  her  unjust  attempts  to  suppress 
the  conunerce  of  the  United  States?  But  it  is 
said  that  Great  Britain  is  fighting  for  her  national 
existence.  Adinit  it  to  be  so,  will  any  gentleman 
say,  that  if,  in  tlie  event  of  the  war.  Great  Britain 
shall  lose  her  national  existence,  that  that  lb6a,'in 
the  day  of  retribution,  shall  ^  attributed  to  the 
Uoited  States?    Certainly  not. 

Agriculture  and  commerce  are  mutually  assist- 
ant to  each  other:  agriculture  supports  commerce, 
and  commerce  gives  life  and  vigor  to  agriculture. 
Agricultural  industry  would  become  languid  and 
feeble  if  it  were  confined  to  supply  the  mere  ne- 
cessaries of  life.  Commerce  subservient  to  the 
will  of  another  will  soon  cease  to  be. 

The  idea  that  the  commerce  x>f  these  United 
States  can  be  suppressed  is  not  to  be  admitted. 
That  commerce  may  not  be  suppressed/it  must  in- 
crease and  enlarge  itself.  Empire. and  commerce 
originated  in  the  East,  and  travelled  to  the  West. 
A  period  may  not  be  far  distant  when  commerce 
will  take  up  her  favorite  residence  in  these  United 
Slates,  and  these  United  States  then  be  the  great- 
est commercial  nation  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Gregg. — If  no  other  ^ntleman  is  disposed 
to  occupy  the  floor,  I  will  asK  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  for  a  few  moments.  Indisposition,  if 
there  was  no  other  cause,  would  prevent  me  from 
deUining  them  longer.  I  feel  myself  under  some 
obligation,  before  the  question  is  taken,  to  make 
aome  explanation  of  my  motives  for  bringing  for- 
ward this  measure,  as  I  have  been  particolariy 
called  upon  to  do  this  by  several  gentlemen  who 
have  taken  a  part  in  this  debate. 

When  I  had  the  honor  a  few  days  ago  of  address- 
ing the  Committee,  I  stated  that  I  had  reflected 
maturely  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  resolution 
DOW  under  consideration  appeared  to  me  the  best 
measure  in  our  power  to  adopt  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  tne  country.  I  stated,  however,  at 
the  same  time,  that  if  a  majority  of  the  Commit- 
tee entertained  a  different  opinion,  I  should  be  wtll- 
JDgto  relinquish  my  own  imp^e^sions  on  this  sab- 
ject,as  I  considered  it  all-important  to^combine  a 
strong  vote  in  favor  of  such  measures  as  we  might 
adopt.  I  believe  that  a  weak  measure  carried  by 
a  great  majority  will  be  more  powerful  than  a 
strong  measure  carried  by  a  small  majority.  Hav- 
ing confined  myself  to  the  discussion  of  the  meas- 


ure under  consideration,  I  expected  that  it  would 
have  been  examined  on  its  own  merits;  but,  con- 
trary to  this  expectation,  I  was  surorised  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  state  in  his  first  breath 
that  this  was  not  a  proposition  of  mine,  but  a  Cab- 
inet measure.  I  wish  the  gentleipan  had  deigned 
to  inform  us  what  he  meant  by  a  Cabinet.  I  per- 
ceive no  such  thing  in  the  Constitution  or  laws. 
I  believe  the  phrase  is  peculiar  to  the  Court  of  St. 
James,  where  the  Ministers  of  the  King  are  called 
theCabinet.  I  have  heard  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments and  the  Attorney  General,  assembled  by  the 
President  on  great  occasions,  called  the  Cabinet 
I  have  also  heard  three  or  four  members  of  this 
House,  who  ha've  considered  themselves  theor^ns 
for  conducting  all  its  business,  caUed  the  Cabinet 
If  it  be  either  of  these  Cabinets,  they  have  not  been 
consulted  by  me.  The  origin  of  this  business  is 
no  secrete  A  number  of  geniUmen,  who  thought 
something  ought  to  be  done,  showed  me  a  propo- 
sition which  they  wished  to  submit  to  the  House. 
I  saw  several  propositions — one  in  the  hands  of  a 
gentlemavi  from  New  Jersey,  going  to  a  prohibi- 
tion of  all  commercial  intercoui:se  with  Great  Brit^ 
ain,and,others  embracing  a  more  moderate  system 
of  measures.  I  showed  these  gentlemen  what  I 
had  drawn  up :  they  diAered  from  me  in  opinion, 
and  the  result  was  my  putting  this  resolution  upon 
the  table,  that  it  might  receive  that  fair  discus- 
sion which  I  conceived  its  merits  entitled  to. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  also  brought 
into  view  a  rote  of  mine  given  on^the  bill  mak- 
ing SB  appropriation  for  carrying  into  eflTect  the 
treaty  commonly  called  Jay's  Treaty.  I  should 
have  taken  no  notice  of  this  allusion,  had  it  not 
been  made  in  such  a  way  as  appears  to  be  calcu- 
lated to  impress  the  idea  that  my  vote  might  have 
prevented  that  treaty  from  going  into  operation. 
This  is  not  the  fact,  as  on  the  final  vote  there  were 
fifty-one  affirmatives  and  forty-eight  negatives.  I 
voted  in  the  affirmative.  Had  I  voted  in  the 
negative,  4he  vote  would  have  been  fifty  to  forty- 
nine.  And  the  sense  of  the  Speaker  was  wdl 
known,  as  he  had  previously  roted  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  There  was  a  proposition  offered 
to  the  House,  which  I  voted  for  as  a  preamble  to 
the  resolution,  the  object  of  which  was  to  express 
the  opinion  of  the  House  that  the  treaty  was  a  bad 
one ;  that  it  was  not  such  as  the  country  had  a 
right  to  expect;  but,  that,  under  all  the  ciream- 
stances,  it  was  better  to  make  the  appropriation  for 
carrying  it  into  effect.  I  believe  it  was  undex- 
flffood.  if  the  preamble  was  carried,  the  minoritr 
would  vote  for  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect ;  and, 
though  it  was  not  carried,  I  did  not'consider  that 
a  sufficient  reason  for  voting  against  it  The  treaty 
had  been  regularly  negotiated:  I  do  not  say  it  was 
such  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  but  it  was  Ktter  to 
let  it  go  into  operation  than  lose  it  bjrasmall  ma- 
jority. The  President  had  ratified  it,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Representatives,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  approved  it  I  will  ask,  then,  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  if  he  will  be  for  putting  Gen* 
eral  Wasbington,  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  and 
fifty-one  Representatives,  in  straight-jackets?  I 
believe  the  sense  of  the  oatloii  will  revolt  at  the 


746 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


746 


Mabcb,  1806. 


Ntm'Impofiation  oj  QoodBfram  Great  Britain. 


H.  OP  R. 


idea ;  and  I  believe  the  people,  if  the  subject  had 
beea  submitted  to  them,  would  have  voted  as  I 
did.  How  do  I  infer  this?  Because  every  man 
who  voted  for  the  treaty  came  to  Congress  again 
if  he  chose.  I  voted  for  it,  and  I  never  was  elected 
by  a  greater  majority.  There  is  no  district  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  more  remiblican  than  that 
which  I  then  represented ;  for  i  am  now  the  rep- 
resentative Of  another  district — the  man  now  from 
it  is  republicanism  ftself. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  in  making  some 
observations  on  the  remarks  I  made  on  introduc- 
ing this  measare,  has  ascribed  to  me  an  expression 
which  I  deoj  absolutely  having  made.  I  wished, 
an  opportunity  at  the  time  to  explain,  but  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  see  proper  to  indulge  me;  and  I 
believe  this  is  the  only  instance  in  which  such  a 
refusal  has  been  made.     The  idea  which  I  ez- 

S -eased,  was,  that  this  measure  would  attack  Great 
ritaio  in  her  warehouses  and' workshops,  and 
would  thus  reach  her  vitals.  I  observed  tnat  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  were  the  great  sup- 
port of  that  nation,  and  that,  if  we. adopted  this 
measure,  it  would  so  affect  those  two  classes  of 
men  -that  they  would  become  our  friends,  and  the 
advoca  tes  of  our  measures.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  haS)  on  the  contrary,  attributed' to  me 
the  wish  of  stabbing  Britain  to  her.  vi<ais--«serib- 
ing  to  me  the  idea  of  wishing  to  destroy  her  Qov- 
«rninent.  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  this  effect  pro- 
duced. On  the  contrary,  I  wish  to  see  that  Gov- 
ernment preserved  in  its  vigor,  as  a  check  to  her 
great  rival  Power.  I  believe  a  considerable  portion 
of  oar  jown  safety  depends  on  the  two  nations 
checking  each  other. 

I  observed  that  1  hKd  bo  idea  this  measure  would 
lead  to  war«  I  deny  that  it  is  a  war  m^ure. 
There  la  nothing  warlike  in  it.  It  is  a  plain  com-' 
mercial  measure,  which  we  have  a  right  to  estab- 
lish. But  I  observed  that  if  Great  Britain  should 
view  it  in  a  different  light,  and  go  to  war,  she  was 
not  so  much  to  be  dreaded,  as  we  should  be  able 
to  lake  as  many  of  her  trading  vessels,  or  at  least 
an  equal  value  of  them,  by  means  of  our  priva- 
teers, as  she  could  of  ours.  From  this,  the  g^t^- 
tleman  has  inferred  that  I  am  for  meeting  the  Brit- 
ish navv  with  the  privateers  of  our  citizens,  and 
added,  that  any  man  who  talked  so  absurdly  oiighl 
to  be  shut  up  in  a  dark  room,  and  confined  in  a 
straight- waistcoat.  I  am  willing  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  should  have  the  credit  of 
being  the  author  of  all  such  flourishes ;  bui,  before 
he  undertakes  to  anathematize  other  gentlemen, 
he  ought  to  give  some  specimen  (which  I  am  sure 
he  has  not  yet  done)  of  his  own  superior  powers. 

I  have  no  expectation  that  this  resolution  will 
prevail,  as  I  find  many  gentlemen  who  advocate 
strong  ground  consider  this  too  strong.  As  I  ^id, 
at  the  beginning^!  am  ready  to  meet  them  on  any 
other  ground.  Why  do  they  not  coma  out.  and 
propose  their  measures?  If  I  think  the  measure 
chey  propose  will  do,  I  will  vote  for  it.  But  while 
"we  are  goinff  on  this  way,  we  can  never  come  to 
the  point.  Let  gentlemen,  then,  avow  themselves 
for  or  against  this  measure.  It  appears  to  me  that 
4hoae  who  object  \o  this  measure  as  too.  strong, 


have  been  answered  by  unanswerable  arguments; 
and  I  can  hardly  see  how  we  can  relinquish  this 
ground,  and  descend  to  another. 

I  regret  that  some  things  have  been  said  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  whose  nstoral  tendency 
is  to  divide  instead  of  uniting  us.  Of  this  descrip- 
tioo  is  the  alleged  jealousy  between  our  merchants 
and  farmers ;  a  topic  more  fitted  to  destroy  than 
promote  conciliation.  I  wish  to  bury  all  kinds 
of  party  distinction  in  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject; I  think  such  topics  highly  improper;  and 
that  every  pains  ought  to  be  taken  to  keep  out  of 
view  such  sources  of  jealousy.  I  myself  am  a 
farmer,  a  practical  farmer ;  and  have  no  idea  of 
fifiving  up  the  interests  of  affricultare  to  commerce. 
But  I  have  always  considered  the  two  so  ultl* 
mately  connected  as  to  be  inseparable.  If  it  were 
not  for  the  merchants  of  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phia, th^  people  I  represent  would  be  in  a  peril- 
ous condition.  What  they  raise  beyond  their 
own  wants,  they  dispose  of  to  them ;  and  were  it 
not  for  them,  their  surplus  productions  would  rot 
on  their  hands,  and  they  would  become  indolent 
and  -poor. 

Ther^  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  largely 
dwelt  upon,  which. I  exceedingly  reg^ret — the  pow- 
er and  importance  of  Great  Britam.  I  am  wil« 
lin^  to  agree  that  Great  Britain  is  a  powerful 
nation,  and  that  her  navy  is  invincible.  Still  I 
am  not  willing  to  resign  nry  rights  and  the  rights 
of  the '  nation  into  her  hands.  We  have,  on  a 
former  occasion,  heard  almost  every  argument 
brought  forwaru  in  the  same  manner  as  on  the 
present  occasion;  they  had  not  then  influence, 
nowever,  to  prevent  a  similar  measure  with  that 
under  consideration.  I  regret  that  they  have  this 
influence  now.  If  we  shall  not  adopt  this  re- 
solution from  its  influence  on  our  revenue,  or 
any  other  cause,  I  hope  we  shall  not  regret  it 
because  Great  Britain  may  take  offence  at  it*  L 
wish  this  consideration  ban  been  left  entirely  oat 
of  view ;  that  whatever  we  do,  we  may  do  as  the 
Representatives  of  the  nation,  without  regard  to 
Great  Britain. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  has 
alluded  to  an  observation  of  mine  relative  to  the 
sequestration  of  British  debts ;  regretted  that  I 
made  it,  and  expressed  his  belief  that  I' would  not 
myself  agree  to  the  measuw.  I  certainly  should 
not.  except  in  a  case  of  extreme  necessity.  I 
saia  that  if  Great  Britain  should  violate  the  treaty 
between  us  in  every  respect  but  one,  she  could 
not  consider  us  as  bouna  by  the  single  remain- 
ing article.  But  should  we  be  released  from  the 
treaty  it  is  said  to  be  questionable  whether  the 
sequestration  would  in  any  case  be  justifiable.  I 
believe  there  are  extreme  cases  in  which  it  would, 
and  the  Speaker  and  myself  once  agreed  on  that 
point.  ,  If  Great  Britain  should,  in  violation  of  the 
treaty,  let  loose  her  cruisers,  and  seize  .our  pro- 
perty without  notice,  I  believe  such  a  measure 
would  be  iuj^iifiable,  though  even  then  I  should 
take  it  with  reluctance.  I  have  no  further  o'  ser- 
vations  to  make.  If  gentlemen  intlisposed  to  this 
measure  will  suggest  one  that  is  more  moderate, 
I  will  exercise  my  right  of  judging  on  it. 
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Mr.  Dawson.— 1  have  indulg^ed  thedi^sition, 
which  I  always  feel  to  be  silent,  daring  a  very 
lengthy  debate,  and  have  attended  to  the  obser- 
vations of  other  gentlemen,  sometimes  with  }ilea- 
sure — sometimes  wi4h  pais.  I  should  continue 
that  indulgence,  did  I  not  apprehend,  that,  from 
the  length  which  the  debate  seema  to  promise,  I 
shall  not  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  my  yea 
or  nay ;  and  as  I  propose  to  vote  against  the  re- 
solution*  it  might  be  concluded,  that  I  view  it  as 
other  gentlemen  do,  who  are  in  the  opposition,  or 
that  m^  vote  is  influenced  by  any  or  the  reasons 
or  considerations  which  have  been  urged  by  most 
of  tli^m. 

I  consider  that  resolution  simply  as  a  commer- 
cial regulation,  which,  under  the  powers  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution^  we  have  a  riaht  to 
to  ])ass,  and  I  hold  it  to  be  an  internal  reguuition 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  pass,  whenever  the  true  in- 
terest of  our  eountry  in  our  judgment  shall  require 
it,  without  inquiring  what  effect  it  will  have  on  the 
feelings  of  any  foreign  nation  whatever.  At  pres- 
ent, ^^ever,  I  deem  it  premature,  and  I  hope  it 
will  never  become  necessary ;  whenever  that  ne- 
C€^ity  shall  arrive,  I  will  jom  the  advocates  of* this 
resolution  in  its  support,  or  in  the  support  of  any 
other  measures  .wkich  shall  go  to  injure  those 
who  persevere  in  injuring  us':  and  this  nas  been 
my  conduct  during  the  whole  session*  I  hav& 
been  in  favor  of  every  measure  whieh  goes  to  se- 
cvre  the  honor  or  interest  of  our  country,  let  th^t 
measure  be  directed  against  what  nation  it  may ; 
but  I  repeat,  that  I  hope  it  will  never  be  neCQS- 
sftfy.  This  hope  does  not  arise  from  any  confi- 
dence whieh  I  have  in  the  BULgnanimity  or  for- 
bearance of  any  nation.  I  believe  that  they  are 
aU  disposed  to  aggreiss  when  thev  have  power, 
and  that  that  disposition  is  ealy  cneeked  by  the 
oppoMtion  of  others  acting  on  their  own  interest ; 
and  a  discovery  of  this  spirit  on  our  paft,  with  a 
manly  determination  to  support  our  own  rights, 
and  a  sacred  regard  for  the  rights  of  others,  will, 
I  trust,  produce  that  efiect  at  the  present  crisis ; 
should  they,  not,  I  repeat  that  I  will  join  in 
any  measure  to  support  these  rights  and  to  ob- 
tain justice. 

This  resolution  has  been,  supported  by  some  of 
its  friends,  and  met  by  all  its  opponents,  as  a  war 
measure.  It  is  extremely  dimcuh  to  ascertain 
what  gentlemen  mean  by  a  war  measure.  If 
they  mean  that  it  is  a  measure  whieh  we  have 
not  a  right  to  adopt  without  consulting  others, 
and  the  adoption  of  it  will  give  just  cause  for 
war,  I  dissent  from  them  in  toto.  I  believe  it  siia* 
ply  to  be  a  commercial  regulation  intended  to 
meet  the  present  stateof  things,  and  that  we  have 
a  perfect  right  to  pass  it,  without  inquiring  what 
influence  it  will  have  at  St.  James's,  or  St  Cloud. 
I  believe  this  is  the  place  intended  for  the  free 
exercise  of  all  powers  granted  by  the  Constitution. 
If,  sir,  they  m«an  that  it  may  afibrd  a  pretext 
for  war,  I,  without  hesitation,  admit  that  it  may. 
and  so  may  either  of  the  resolutions  whieh  have 
beett  submitted  to  the  Committee,  over  which 

Jou,  with  so  much  proprietor)  preside.     I  well 
now  that  nations^  like  intoxicated  individuals, 


when  Utnded  by  passion  or  superior  power,  sel- 
dom want  pretexts  for  differing  with  their  friends  ; 
to  prove  this  I  will  not  appe^  to  antiquinr,  or  even 
to  our  own  R^volutioa.  The  history  of  the  pres- 
ent moment — the  state  of  Borope,  confirms  this 
important,  though  melaooholy  truth.  And  ifi  siv; 
the  passing  of  either  of  those  resolution^  all  of 
which  I  consider  as  standing  on  the  same  motior 
as  to  that  power*-*and  one  of  which  I  trust  will 
pass-^if,  I  say,  that  will  affin-d  a  pretext  for  a 
war;  if,  sir,  by  the  folly  or  vices  of  other  Gtovem- 
mc&ts,  we  are  forced  to  meet  that  stale  of  things, 
I  am  not  among  those  who  are  disposed  to  des- 
pond, or  ready  to  aeknowledffe  the  superiority  of 
other  countries  over  ours.  Armed,  sir,  with  the 
shield  of  justice,  and  fighting  in.  defetiee  of  our 
just  rights,  while  I  feel  a  pleasing  confidence  that 
we  have  mor^  m^ns.in  our  pDWer  to  injure  any 
nation  ia  Europe,  than  -that  nation  has  to  injure 
us — these  means  I  never  wish  to  use,  or  to  see  that 
state  of  things ;  nor  do  I  wish  to  put  our  finances 
or  my  country  to  temporary  embarrassment  or  in- 
convenience, 9fi  1  believe  this  resolution  would  do, 
espeaiallv  the  southam  pkrt  of  it,  uatit  the  neces- 
sity shall  be  more  apparent,  and  until  itikall  be 
seen'  that  Cheat  Britain  perseveres  in  a  system  of 
measures  -calculated  to  'cheek  and  destroy  our 
rising  greataiess,«nd  eventually  the  indepeiidettce 
of  our  country.  At  present^  therefore,  I  am  against 
tbeadoptton  of  theresoiotion,  under  the  hope  that 
it  will  be  unneeessary ;  that  we  shaU  obtain  jus- 
tice without  it. 

•  Should  I  be  disappointed,  ia  this  hope,  I  pledge 
myself  .to  iraite  in  any  measores  which  shall  go 
to  maintain  the  rights,  honor,  and  interest  of  that' 
country  so  dear  to  us  all.  Let  those  mcames  be 
directdl  against  what  nation  they  may,  I  will 
never  surrender  a  perfect  right,  or  temporize  with 
priueiple. 

Mr.  Eablt. — I -believe  it  must  be  seen  by  gen- 
tlemen thai  there  is  now  no  probability  of  adopt- 
ing this  nieasare;  and  I  am  convinced  that,  if 
adopted,  it  will  not  answer  the  purposes  whieh 
they  themselves  intended  to  answer  by  it  'It  ia 
not  because  it  takes  too  suron^  ground  that  I  am 
opposed  to  it ;  I  am  opposed  to  it  on  other  grounds. 
On  the  ground  that  the  measure,  if  carried  into 
operation^  will  be  weak  and  impotent,  as  it  re- 
spects Great  Britain,  and  ruinous  as  it  respeets 
ourselves.  These  are  the  grounds  oh  which  my 
opposition  is  founded.  The  ^ntleman,  therefore^ 
who  submitted  this  propositioa  is  mistakes  if  he 
supposes  I  opposed  it  on  the  ^ound  t^t  it  was 
too  strong ;  but  it  is  not  m]r  intention  again  to 
go  into  the  merits  of  this  subject.  I  have  barely 
rben  in  consequence  of  the  diversity  of  opinion 
expressed  by  gentlemen,  all  tending  to  show  that 
if  this  measure  cannot  be  adopted,  they  are  willing 
to  meet  on  other  ground,  to  invite  them  to  give 
us  an  opportunity  to  occupy  this  grbund,  which 
I  believe  will  be  found  ia  the  reMiution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland.  It  is  because  I  think 
that  eligible  ground  to  occupy ;  .a  ground  which 
will  not  recoil  upon  ourselves,  or  do  us  more  harm 
than  our  enemy,  that  I  think  it  /time  to  put  all 
end  to  the  discussion  of  this  first  resolution.  Qea- 
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tkmen  mast  have  discoTered  that  they  cannot 
carry  it.  To  pot  the  thing  then  gently  to  ileep, 
asd  to  give  us  an  opportunity  to  occupy  more 
eligible  and  efficacious  ground,  I  more  tnat  the 
Committee  rise.  When  the  House  shall  be  re- 
sumed, it  is  my  intention  to  more  to  discharge 
the  Committee  from  the  resolution  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Ma€0n. — ^Befor^thc  questibn  is  taken  I 
beg  to  be  indulged  in  stating  that  the  gentleman 
from  VirgiAia  has  misunderstood  me.  I  stated 
that  the  Mst  #ay  in  my  opinion  to  preyent  Britain 
from  impressifig  our  .seamen,  was  to  agree  not  to 
employ  her  sailors,  on  condition  that  she  would 
agree  not  to  take  ours,  re^ying  on  her  being  gov- 
erned by  a  sense  of  interest.  I  should  have  thought 
the  sentiment  Scribed  to  me  by  that  gentleman 
would  haye  been  one  of  the  last  in  the  world  at- 
tributed to  me. 

Mr.  Smilig. — I  am.  against  the  motion  for  the 
Committee^s^rising,  though  I  have  no  objection  to 
postpone  the  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up  any  other.  There  is  A  wide  difference  between 
postponing  a  measure  to  ,a  day  certain,  and  dis- 
chat^ing  a  committee  from  ft.  Uet  me  tell  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  that  I  am  not  afraid  of 
the  fate  of  this  resolution.  It  is  far  fVom  me  to 
undertalce  to  say  wliat  that  fate  will  be.  I  know 
it  not,  nor  can  I  know  it  until  the  final  yote  of 
this  House.  But  should  this  resolution  be  nega- 
tiyed,  that  circumstance  will  not  change  my  con- 
duct. It  is  enough  for  me  that  I  am  conyinced 
its  adoption  will  promote  the  interests  of  thid 
conntrVj  and  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  its  fate. 
but  only  for  my  own  conduct,  and  that  I  pos- 
•  sess  the  privilege  of  recording  my  name  in  its 
favor  \dienever  a  decision  shall  be  had  upon  it. 
If  the  gentleman  will  agree  to  i)ostpone  this  re<>o- 
lution  to  a  day  certain,  in  order  in  the  meantime 
to  tak6  up  any  other  resolution  on  the  table,  I 
will  agree  to  it. 

As  we  are  now  ex]^laining,  I  am  glad  to  see  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  in  his  place.  That  gen- 
tleman, in  taking  notice  of  my  observations, 
doubted  whether  the  friendship'  I  entertained  fbr 
him  was  sincere.  If  the  declaration  willl)e  satis- 
factory to  him,  I  will  declare  it  was  sincere :  that 
friendship  is  not  removed;  but  I  wish  the  gentle- 
man to  understand  it  properly.  Friendship  re- 
quires an  exchange  of  good  offices  between  man 
and  man;  but  there  is  a  fund  on  which  even 
I  friendship  cannot  draw-^the  fuhd  of  public  good, 
I  which  is 'of  too  sacred  a  nature  to  be  sacrmced 
\even  to  friendship ;  and  I  declare,  that  ^cept  so 
(far  as  public  duty  requires,  I  am  still  willing  to 
interebange  the  offices  of  friendship  with  that 
gentleman.  * 

Mr.  Jackson. — I  owe  an  explanation  to  |he 
Speaker  and  the  House.  My  colleague  observed 
that  some  apology  was  to  be  found  for  the  con- 
duct of  GTreat  Britain  with  regard  to  the* impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  frdni  our  having  more  of  her 
subjects  in  our  employ  than  she  had  of  otir  citi- 
zens in  hers.  The  Speaker  stated  that  protec- 
tions were  a  thing  in  the  roarket-^-the  price  of 
which  was  as  wd  understood  as  the  price  of 


other  articles.  Other  gentlemen  made  various 
allusions  to  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain.  I  had, 
therefore,  no  particular  allusion  to  the  Speaker, 
when  I  said  I  was  sorry  to  find  apologists  of 
Britain  on  the  floor  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Macon. — I  understood  the  remark  as  ap' 
plicable  to  myself.  I  said  the  price  of  getting 
naturalized  was  as  well  understood  as  anything 
in  the  market. 

'  Mr.  Early. — In  reply  to  the  observations  of 
the  g[entleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I  will  observe, 
that  if  the  Committee  should  rise,  it  will  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  dispose  of  the  resolution 
as  it  pleases.  The  gentleman  will  there  enjoy 
the  same  privilege  of  moving  a  pdstponement  to 
a  definite  time,  that  I  shall  to  move  a  discharge 
of  the  Committee  from  its  farther  consideration. 
For  my  part  it-is  not  material  to  me  which  mo- 
tion prevails.  I  shall  not  oppose  the  motion  to 
postpone  this  resolution  to  a  day  certain.  I  am 
as  willing  that  one  course  should  be  pursued  as 
the  other. 

Mr.  Clark,  in  allusion  to  the  remarks  of  Mn 
Jackson,  said  he  had  never  supposed,  from  the 
feelings  which  he  entertained,  that  he  should  have 
been  considered  as  .the  apologist  of  Great  BritaiUf 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  rising  of 
the  Committee,  and  passed  in  the  negative — yeas 
53.  nays  58. 

Mr.  Crowninshiclu. — Mr.  Chairman:  The 
({Uestion  is  on  the  tesolution  for  interdicting  the 
importation  of  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises, 
from  Great  Britain  and  her  aependencies.  It  i# 
to  be  i^egretted  that  in  the  consideration  of  this 
subject  its  opponents  have  copsidered  it  as  a  war 
measure^  or  such  as  will  lead  to  war.  Had  I 
viewed  it  in  this  light,  I  should  have  never  risen 
in  its  support.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  saVii^g 
a  fbw  words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  M!ary^ 
land,  (Mr.  Nicholson,)  on  certain  obseryation^ 
which  fell  from  me  when  this  subject  was  jSrs^ 
brought  into  discussion.  What  I  then  said  has 
been  misunderstood  and  misrepresented  both  by' 
that  gentleman  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Ranoolph.)  I  am  accused  of  wishing  to 
mDnge,this  nation  into  a  war  wi(h  Great  Britain ; 
1  deny  the  charge,  and'  I  believe  I  said  nothing 
which  ought  to  have  led  gentlemen  to  have  drawn 
such  an  inference  from  my  remark.  I  am  charged 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  with  saying 
that  oUr  privateers  would  be  a  match  for  British 
seyenty-fours  ;  I  did  not  say  so.  I  said  if  Great 
Britain  considered  this  as  a  hostile  measure,  and 
made  War  upon  us,  we  should  fit  out  privateers, 
and  they  would  probably  be  able  to  capture  two 
vessels  to  one  taken  by  her.  I  here  alluded  to 
merchant  vessels,  and  had  reference  to  no  other 
description  of  vessels.  The  reason  I  assigned  for 
this  was  our  experience  during  the  last  war,  and 
our  ability  to'  defend  ourselves  in  this  way  has 
certainly  not  diminished  since  that  time.  But 
could  it  hence  be  imagined,  by  any  rational  man, 
that  I  considered  a  privateer  equal  to  a  man  ot 
war  ?  It  has  also  been  insinuated  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  confiscation  of  British  property,  whe- 
ther there  shall  be  war  or  not,  I  suppose.    I  said 
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if  Britain  preferred  to  consider  this  as  a  hostile 
measure,  if  she  actually  made  war  upon  us,  we 
should  be  obliged  to  confiscate  our  debts.  If  she 
pursues  a  hostile  course,  preys  upon  our  property, 
and  impresses  our  seamen,  shall  we  be  expected 
to  furnish  her  with  all  the  means  in  our  power  to 
<;arry  on  war  against  us  ?  Shall  we  continue  to 
wy  the  debt  and  interest,  when  this  will  be  the 
«fiect  ?  Though  this  was  a  hasty  remark,  I  am 
convinced  on  reflection  that  it  was  juikt,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  if  Britain  chooses  to  hurry  us  into 
war,  that  it  will  be  our  duty  to  take  her  property 
on  the  land,  if  she  takes  ours  upon  the  ocean. 
With  rejgard  to  the  observations  or  the  j^entleman 
from  Virginia,  of  a  personal  nature,  I  shall  not 
condescend  to  answer  them,  except  so  far  as  to 
observe,  that  when  the  gentleman  stigmatizes 
those  who  held  particular  opinions,  with  meriting 
straight  waistcoats,  I  am  sure  the  Committee  did 
not  consider  the. remark  as  justified  l^y  anything 
which  had  bden  said.  I  presume  no  person  would 
wish  to  put  me  into  a  dark  room,  confine  me  in  a 
straight  waistcoat, and  support  me  on  water-gruel. 
Such  places  are  only  fit  for  madmen.  I  am  not 
willing  to  go  there;  but  if  I  should,  I  might  un- 
fortunately, |>erhaps,find  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia along  side  of  me. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  I  shall  proceed  to 
consider  the  main  proposition  under  considera- 
tion. It  is  no  declaration  of  war ;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve, if  adopted,  Great  Britain  will  think  it  suffi- 
cient to  ^0  to  war  with  us.  She  will  not  hazard 
a  war  with  the  United  States  on  this  account. 
Her. interest  is  tQO  deeply  involved  to  permit  her 
to  take  this  step.  What  does  it  propose?  What 
are  our  complamts  1  Great  Britain,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  her  goodness  and 'mercy,  seizes  American 
shipping  carrying  on  a  lawful  commerce,  in  goods 
*  bought  in  the  colonies  of  the  belligerent  nations. 
What  has  been  her  conduct  ever  since  the  first 
war  against  revolutionary  France?  On  the  6th 
November^  1793,  she  issued  orders  to  her  armed 
ships  to  seize  all  neutral  vessels  trading  with  her 
enemies'  colonies,  or  loaded  with  colonial  pro- 
duce— not  vessels  loaded  with  provisions  merely, 
as  has  been  supposed  by  some  gentlemen,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  three  or  four  hundred  Ameri- 
can vessels  were  captured.  On  proper  represent- 
ations being  made,  she  acknowleaged  this  conduct 
to  be  improper,  and  allowed  the  trade  on  which 
she  had  tnus  depredated  to  be  a  lawful  trade.  In 
the  treaty  made  with  her  the  following  year,  she 
agreed  to  make  compensation,  and  I  believe  nearly 
four  millions  of  dollars  was  allowed  to  our  sufier- 
ing  merchants  for  property  thus  uniustly  taken 
from  them.  Here  was  a  complete  abandonment 
of  the  ground  she  had  assumed.  Why  did  she 
make  restitution  if  the  trade  was  unlawful  ?  How 
came  it  that  the  Commissioners  sitting  under  that 
treaty,  almost  without  exception,  awarded  dam- 
ages  in  every  case  of  capture  prior  to  the  date  of 
that  treaty?  We  heard  nothing  of  this  principle 
till  the  year  1801,  when  Great  Britain  again  at- 
tempted to  revive  it  in  a  new  form.  But  on  refer- 
ence to  her  Attorney  General,  he  declared  this 
ground  to  be  incorrect,  and  that  a  neutral  had  a 


right  to  pursue  his  cominerce  with  the  belligerent 
colony.  He  makes  no  distinction  as  to  the  out- 
ward or  homeward  cargo.  He  does  not  contend 
that  the  colonial  trade  is  to  be  shut  or  interdicted 
in  time  of  war,  and  although  the  direct  trade  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  the  colony  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  in  his  opinion,  yet  he  concedes 
the  principle  that  the  commerce  is  lawful  between 
the  neutral  country  and  the  colony,  and  that  upoa 
the  ^oods  being  once  landed  in  a  neutral  port  the 
continuity  of  the  voyage  is  broken,  and  they  may 
then  be  sent  to  Europe,  even  to  those  nations  at 
war  with  Great  Britain,  to  the  mother  country 
for  instance. 

The  principle,  therefore,  was  again  abandoned 
by  Great  Britain.  It  is  now^  hpwever,  once  more 
revived,  and  underthe  decisions  of  her  admiralty 
courts,  we  find  an  immense  amount  of  property 
at  stake.  We  find  not  onlyr  our  vessels  going 
from  the  colonies  to  .the  belligerent  nations,  and 
from  the  belligerent  nations  to  the  colonies,  ex- 
posed to  capture — but  our  vessels  are  seized  and 
condemned  when  trading  between  the  United 
States  an^  the  colonies,  and  also  when  bound  di- 
rect to  Europe  from  this  countryi  when  loaded 
with  colonial  productions..  We  do  not  know  the 
precise  amount  of  these  captures,  but  we  do  know 
It  is  immense.  Our  jnaerchants  were  taken  un- 
prepared ;  th^y  had  not  insured  against  such  risks. 
Many  of.  them  must  be  ruined  ifyou  do  not  hold 
out  yoijir  protecting  hand  towards  them.  Sacri- 
fice this  principle,  and  we  know  not  where  it  will 
end.  Viewing  the  United  Slates  as  increasing  in 
population  and  wealth,  and  unjustly  considering 
us  as  her  rival,  her  object  is  to  destroy  our  com- 
merce. I  have  viewed  the  subject  in  this  light 
from  the  first^  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  yre 
give  up  this  right,  we  shall  be  pushed  to  give  up 
others — one  demand  will  be  made  after  another, 
and  we  shall  Ipse  all  our  commerce.  But  we  are 
told  that  Great  Britain  is  a  powerful  nation,  that 
she  has  eight  hundred  vessels  of  war.  But  sup- 
pose she  had  one  thousand,  is  there  any  independ- 
ent man  on  this  floor  prepared  on  this  account  to 
relinquish  our  rights?  I  hope  not,  Mr.  Chair- 
man; but  such  strange  opinions  have  been  de- 
livered, I  am  prepared  for  anything.  Great  Brit- 
ain is  so  powerful,  and  has  such  a  great  navy,  we 
ought  not  to  provoke  her;  we  must  secure  her 
friendship  by  concessions,  I  suppose.  We  are  told 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginiar(Mr.RANDOLPB,) 
that  if  we  go  to  war  with  her  we  must  hold  our 
seacoast  at  the  will  oi  theconqueror,  that  we  mast 
fly  to  the  mountains  foe  protection.  No,  sir,  we 
shall  not  fly  to  the  mountains.  We  shall  meet 
our  enemy  at  the  ocean's  edee,  we  shall  there  de- 
fend our  seacoasts.  To  talk  of  abandoning  our 
seacoasts  is  idle.  In  defence  of  our  coast  we 
shall,  if  necessary,  shed  the  last  drop  of  our  blood. 
No,  sir,  we  shall  not  hide  behind  a  hogshead  of 
tobacco,  or  a  bale  of  cotton,  but  boldly  stand  forth 
and  fight  for  our  shores  whenever  a  lawless  in- 
vader shall  touch  them. 

But  Great  Britain  says,  you  are  carrying  on  a 
trade  in  war,  which  was  not  allowed  in  peace.  Is 
this  a  fact  ?  It  is  not  a  fact  ?  The  valuable  docu- 
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meot  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proves 
that  it  is  not.  If  that  documeot  did  not  prove  it,  I 
could  from  my  own  personal  knowledge,  for  I  have 
enjoyed  the  colonial  trade  in  common  with  thpu- 
sands  of  my  fellow-citizens  during  peace  and  war. 
In  1802,  a  year  of  peace  all  over  Europe,  from  the 
returns  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  it  ap- 
pears that  you  exported  colonial  and  other  foreign 
productions  to  the  amount  of  thirty-five  million^. 
This  was  a  period  of  peace,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
served, and  demonstrates  that  you  enjoyed  this 
trade- in  a  time  of  ])eac&.  This  produo^e  was  pur- 
chased.with^  American  capital,  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, but  chiefly  in  the  colonies  belongio^.to  the 
enemies  of*  Great  Britain — Tery  little  of  it  came 
from  the  English  colonies.  Similar  property  is 
now  seized  and  condemned  upon  the  presump- 
tion thai  we  are  not  carrying  on  our  accustomed 
trade.  I  as]L,  tben,  in  what  other  light  we  can 
consider  this  aggression  of  Britaip,than  as  ft  part 
of  her'regular  system  of  plunder? 

Is  it  true  that  this  trade  is  a  mushroom  or  fun- 
^ua^  tbat  has  sprung  up  in  th£  night?  I  think  it 
13  as  valuable  as  .your  export  trade  in  tobacco, 
cotton,  beef,  or  pork.  Indeed  it  is  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  trade  in  our  own  products 
that  it  cannot'be  separated  from  it.  Your  people 
raise  a  large  sur^us  beyopd  their  wants.  Do 
£^entlemeh  wan^  this  surplus  produce  to  rot. in  the 
hands  of  the  farmer  or  planter?  To  avoid  this 
what  must  be  done  ?  It  must  be  exported  to  other 
markets.  Take  the  case  of  a  cargo  of  flour  sent 
to  the  We^t  Indies ;  they  have  'no  money  to  pay 
for  it,  but  they  are  willing  to  barter  sugar  or  cofiee 
in  exchange.  The  American  merchant  brings 
these  artides  to  the  United  Slates,  but  he  fiods 
the  market  so  overstocked  that  he.'  cannot  sell 
them  here.  He  prefers  sending  them. to  Europe 
rather  than  waiting  for  a  demand  which  may 
never  come.  Now  I  wish  to  know  whether  he 
has  not  the  same  right  to  send  this  sugar  and 
coffeie  to  Europe,  received  in  exchange  for  his 
flour,  as  he  has  to  send  the  flour  itself,  which  is  the 
product  of  your  soil?  There  can  be  no  doubt  of 
It;  it  is  his  own  property,  sailing  under  a  neutral 
fia^r,  which,  if  outraged,  he  has  a  right  ti  call  on 
his  Government  to  protect. 

I  k(Dow  of  a  vessel  which  went  last  year  from 
Salem,  in  Massac busetts«  to  Richmond  or  Pe- 
tersburg, in  Virginia,  I  forget  which  of  them,  and 
there  took  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  with  a  view  of  go- 
ing to  Manilla,  a  Spanish  port  in  the  Chinese 
seas.  I  believe  she  loaded  four  or  five  hundred 
hogshead  of  tobacco.  This  vessel  will  be  com- 
pelled to  bring  back  a  cargo  of  sugar  and  indigo. 
There  wilt  be  no  dispute  as  to  the  neutrality  of 
the  ship  or  cargo — both  belong  to  an  eminent 
merchant  of  Massachus,etts.  1  am  sure  the  in- 
diffo  will  not  be  wanted  in  this  country.  It  will 
sell  higher  in  Europe;  and  the  owner  may  wish 
to  send  both  the  si^gar  and  indiso  to  Spain,  to 
France,  or  Holland,  but  it  will  be  exposed  to 
British  capture.  It  will  be  said  it  came  originally 
from  an  enemy's  colony.  It  is  contaminated.  It 
cannot  be  carried  to  Europe,  because  it  may  turn 
out  possibly  tbat  the  owner  intended  to  send  it  to 


Europe  when  he  first  undertook  the  voysTge  to 
Virginia,  twelve  months  before.  This  will  be 
said  in  a  British  Court  of  Admiralty^  however 
true  or  false  it  may  be.  they  will  judge  of  the  in- 
tention, and  the  whole  will  be  condemned.  I 
ask  youj  sir,  I  ask  the  Committee,  whether  this  is 
not  a  fair  and  a  lawful  trade?  It  is  an  honorable 
trade.  It  is  a  trade  in  tobacco.  The  sugar  and 
indigo  of  Manilla  will  be  purchased  with  the  to- 
bacco of  Virginia.  It  is  sent  to  a  distant  country 
on  American  account.  The  returns  from  neces- 
sity are  made  in  colonial  produce.  It  will  not  all 
sell. here.  It  must  be  sent  abroad ;  if  it  is  seized 
on  the  passage,  will  a  second  voyage  be  attempt- 
ed? Will  any  merchant  send  to  Virginia  to  buy 
another  cargo  to  ship  to  an  enemy's  port,  if  his 
property  is  to  be  torn  from  him  on  its  return,  or 
before  it  can  find  a  market  ?  It  would  be  just  as 
right  to  seize  the  tobacco  before  it  r^ched  the 
enemy's  port,  as  to  take  the  proceeds  of  that  to- 
bacco pn  a  subsequent  voyage.  Is  not  agricul- 
ture i^nterested,  and  greatly  interested,  too,  in  such 
voyages  as  these?  It  is  perfectly  clear  in  my 
mind  that  it  is.  Such  a  trade  as  I  have  described 
is  the  trade  in  dispute  between  us  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, lyill  you  abandon  it?  I  hope  you  will  not. 
You  cannot.  It  is  too  important,  too  valuable  to 
be  sacrificed. 

Some  gentlemen,  and  particularly  the  honor- 
able Spei^ker,  have  conceded  all  the  advocates  of 
this  measure  wish,  in  saying  we  have  a  right  to 
send  a  load  otflour  to  the  West  Indies,  and  bring 
back  a  ca'rgo  of  cofiee  in  return,  and  afterwards 
to  send  this  cofiee  to  Europe.  We  have  a  right 
to  this  trade  as  niuch  as  to  the  trade  in  flour. 

[Mr.  Macon  here  explained,  and  observed  he 
had  said  that  a  dollar  got  in  this  trade  was  worth 
as  much  .to  the  country  as  a  dollar  got  in  any 
other  way.] 

Mr.  Crowinshielo. — Yes,  sir,  I  understood  the 
gentleman  as  saying  that  also.  I  may.  howevet, 
be  mistaken  in  the  first  declaration  oi  what  fell 
from  the  honorable  Speaker;  but  I  took  a  memo- 
randum of  it  at  the  time.  Well,  this  is  all  the 
advocates  of  the  resolution  contend  for — that  it 
is  a  fair-trade — fis  good  a  trade  as  that  of  tobacco, 
or  flour,  or  anything  else-^that  d  dollar  earned  by 
it  is  as  valuaole  as  any  other  dollar-^that  it  is 
not  a  dishonest  trade — that  it  is  not  the  cover- 
ing trade;  in  ihy  part  of  the  country  it  is 
not  known  by  the  name  of  the  carrying  trade — 
the  carrying  is  the  freighting  trade;  and  our 
people  do  not  fit  out  their  ships  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transporting  the  property  of  belligerents 
on  freight.  Our  merchants  are  possessed  of  sufil- 
cient  capital  to  load  their  own  ships  on  their  own 
account.  They  own  the  property  themselves.  It 
is  not  a  foreign  property.  There  is  no  want  of 
American  capital  to  carry  on  our  commerce. 
The  British  condemnations  do  not  proceed  on 
this  ground.  They  allege  we  are  carrying  on 
a  trade  in  time  of  war,  which  was  not  allowed 
in  time  of  peace.  There  is  one  point  of  view  in 
which  this  subject  may  be  considered,  which  is 
important ;  it  is  this :  It  will  be  seen  by  the  com- 
mittee, that  Great  Britain  condemns  both  ship 
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and  cargo,  when  there  is  no  question  as  to  the 
neutral ity  of  the  flaff,  and  the  crew  are  sure  to  be 
kept  prisoners  at  the  same  time.  It  is  not  so 
where  the  ship  is  freighted  for  account  of  a  belli* 

S>rent.  Here  she  would  be  paid  her  freight,  and 
e  ship  would  be  acquitted,  and  the  seamen 
would  be  left  to  navigate  the  ship  home,  the 
cargo  only  being  enemies'  property  would  be 
condemned.  Br  the  new  principle,  the  Whole  is 
swept  away.  This  is  even  far  worse  thai^  the 
blocKade  principle.  Here  the  vessel  ought  to  be' 
warned  not  to  enter  a  blockaded  port ;  she  cannot 
fairly  be  seized  unless  the  owner  or  master  has 
been  informed  of  the  blockade ;  and  on  the  return 
voyage,  in  my  opinion,  she  must  be  permitted  to 

§0  free.  Grant  to  England  what  she  wants,  un- 
er  her  new  doctrine,  and  she  may  ffive  up  block- 
ades altogether.  She  need  not  blockade  Mar- 
tinique or  Guadaloupe  in  future.  She  may  save 
the  expense  of  sending  her  fleets  against  the  ene- 
mies' colonies.  She  has  only  to  watch  the  ports 
of  New  York  and  Boston  with  a  few  frigates,  and 
the  thing  is  done.  Here  they  can  prey  upon  your 
defenceless  vessels  with  the  greatest  facility. 
You^  merchant  vessels  trading  with  the  enemies' 
colonies  and  to  Europe^  loaded  with  colonial  pro- 
ductions, clearly  American  property,  fail  into  the 
hands  of  British  cruisers  without  any  trouble^. 
This  takes  place  every  day.  What!  Shall  a 
neutral  ship  and  cargo  be  captured  and  condemned 
because  it  was  the  owner's  intehtioki  to  send  the 
produce  to  Europe  to '  a  better  market  than  his 
own  country  afforded  l^im?  The  principle  is 
monstrous*  I  revolt  at  it.  It  sets  reason  and 
justice  at  defiance.  Great  Britain  condemns  both 
ship  and  cargo,  and  in  addition  seizes  odr  seamen. 
She  has  extended  the  ground  of  capture.  She 
has  condemned  *our  property  coming  from  a  bel- 
ligerent nation  to  America,  or  when  destined  to  a 
neutral  country,  not  our  own,  on  the  pretext  of 
intention  to  trade  with  the  colonies.  I  assert  that 
all  these  condemnations  are  illegM  and  Unjust.  I 
say  the  trade  in  which  these  vessels  are  engaged 
is  highly  valuable,  and  ought  to  be  protected.  It 
is  an  important  branch  of  your  Import  as  well  as 
export  tra()e.  But  gentlemen  differ  on  this  sub- 
ject. Comparisons  have  been  made  as  to  the 
different  branches  of  our  commerce.  The  hon- 
orable Speaker  said,  when  he  was  up  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  the  trade  which  he  considered  of  the 
most  consequence  was  the  coasting  trade.  This 
trade  is  valuable  in  a  certain  degree,  hut  it  is  sub- 
ordinate to  your  other  commerce.  Is  the  coast- 
ing trade  in  tar  and  turpentine  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  Norfolk  and  New  York  of  so  much  con- 
sequence ?  Bat  even  this  trade  is  put  to  hazard. 
Allow  the  British  doctrine  to  be  correct,  and  their 
seizures  will  soon  extend  to  this  trade.  They 
want  to  confine  yon  to  a  mere  coasting  trade  from 
State  to  State.  I  am  not  contending  for  the  free- 
dom of  commerce  for  one  State  more  than  an- 
other. The  Northern  and  Southern,  the  Eastern 
and  Western  States  are  all  interested  in  this  great 
question.  I  cannot  permit  the  insults  offered  to 
our  seamen  to  be  passed  over  without  some  re- 
marks.   Great  Britain,  whenever  she  finds  an 


American  seaman  without  a  protection  seizes 
him — whenever  she  wants  men  to  man  her  ves- 
sels impresses  them.    Something  has  fallen  froni 
the  honorable  Speaker,  in  which  I  understood 
him  as  saying  he  had  been  informed,  from  re- 
spectable authority,  that  protections  are  an  article 
bought  and  sold  in  the  markets ;  but  I  know  that 
this  is  not  the  fact;  they  are  an  article  which 
cannot  be  bought  or  sold  in  the  market.    I  do 
not  pretend  to  say  there  may  not  have  been  some 
abuses  in  the  protections,  but  the  instances  are 
rare.    Under  a  \kw  of  the  United  States  the  ap- 
plicant is  obliged  tO  apply  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  unless  he  proves  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  magistrate  that  he  is  a  citizen,  the  magis- 
trate does  hoi  give  him  a  certificate.    On  proving 
this,  he  ^ves  him  a  certificate,  with  a  description 
of  his  height,  complexion,  age,  and  place  of  birth. 
With  this  he  applies  to  the  custom-house,  and  re- 
ceiyes  from  the  collector  his  protection,  as  it  is 
erroneousl]^  called,  for  it  is  no  protection  to  him — 
it  affords  him  none.    Now,  it  is  impossible,  if  the 
man  felt  so  disposed,  to-  sell  this  protection,  as  it 
will  not  correspond  with  the  description  of  an* 
other  person.    It  will,  however,  I  believe,  be 
agreed,  that  these  protections  are  totally  disre- 
garded by  Great  Britain.    Has  she  then  a  right 
to  treat  our  citizens  in  this  manner  ?   Is  it  r^hc 
for  a  beltfgerent  nation  to  have  three  thousand  of 
our  citizens  on  board  of  h^r  ships  of  war.  fighting 
her  battles  against  otir  friends  ?    I  have  no  douM 
that  at  the  battles  ^f  Aboukir  and  Thifalgar  many 
of  your  seamen  were  engaged  in  her  service;  i 
have  no  doubt  that  in  the  list  of  killed  at  Trafal* 
gar  are  to  be  found  the  names  of  hundreds  of 
your  se&men  who  fought  and  bled,  not  in  defence 
of  your  liberties,  but  against  a  friendSy  Poorer! — 
seamen  impressed  into  the  service  of  a  foreign 
nation,  without  receiving  any  compensation  for 
their  servicer— for  they  are  not  allowed  wages 
unless  they  voluntarily  enter  into  the  service,  and 
there  is  not  one  case  in  a  hundred  in  which  thev 
do  it  voluntarily.    No,  sir,  they  have  too  much 
respect  for  their  own  rights  and  the  honor  of  their 
country ; Jthey  never  enter  into  the  British  ser- 
vice but  under  the  lash  of  a  boatswain.    But  the 
honorable  Speaker  thinks  this  measure  may  be 
accommodated  by  resorting  to  another  principle, 
by  our  merchants  not  agreeing  to  employ  British 
seamen.    I  think  the  honorable  Speaker  said  there 
was  no  other  Way  to  save  our  seamen  than  for 
our  merchants  not  to  employ  British  seamen. 
But  this  is  impossible ;  it  cannot  be  done ;  they 
could  not,  they  ought  not  to  accede  to  such  a 
principle.    Would  you  wish  to  see  British  sea- 
men delivered  up  in  exchange  for  your  own  citi- 
zens ?  They  are  not  numerous.    Our  seamen  ia 
the  Eastern  States  are  mostly  natives  of  the  coun- 
try.   The  foreigii  seamen  m  our  service  enter 
freely.    They  come  voluntarily  among  us.    We 
pay  them  wages.    Would  you  seize  them  on  the 
wharves  or  in  the  streets  and  deliver  them  up  *? 
Do  you  recollect  the  case  of  Jonathan  Robhins, 
which  excited  a  fermentation  in  this  country  al- 
most beyond  example  ?   Is  the  same  scene  to  be 
acted  over  again?   Upon  this  principle  you  may 
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as  well  deliver  ap  the  eultiyators  of  your  soil,  who 
are  British  subjects.  You  have  many  British 
subjects  in  the  country  who  do  not  g^  to  sea. 
iire  these  persons  to  oe  delivered  np  to  Gh^eat 
Britain  in  ezchbnge  for  your  seamen?  I  trust 
not.  If  you  could  procure  the  release  6f  your 
citizens  on  this  ground  it  shall  nerer  have  my 
support. 

what  is  the  proposition  ^nder  consideratioB  ? 
A  nou'-importation  of  British  goods  at  a  distant 
day. '  For  myself  and  my  friends,  who  are  in  fa- 
vour of  this  resolution,  I  may  say  that  it  is  not 
our  wish  that  it  should  go  into  effect  at  all ;  we 
flatter  ourselves  that  before  the  period  arrives  at 
which  it  is  to  take  effect,  Great  Britain  will  do  us 
justice.  But  gentlemen  cry  out,  this  is  a  war  mea- 
sure. This  is  their  constunt  argument.  But,  sir, 
it  is  not  a  wilr  measure,  it  is  a  mere  commercial 
regulation,  which  we  have  a  right  to  pass,  and  ot 
which  Qreat  Britain  cannot  justly  complain 
Great  Britain  herself  adopts  commercial  re^la 
tious,  which  go  to  interdict  the  productions  of 
other  countries.  This  she  is  in  the  daily  habit  of 
doing — her  whole  commercial  system  is  a  system 
of  monopdy  and  exclusion.  Her  East  India  trade 
is  a  monopoly ;  and  our  trade  ta  her  West  India 
iriands  ii^  carried  on  as' a  favor.  In  peace  she 
entirely  shuts  up,  and  in  war  opens  partlallv  her 
ports  in  that  quarter.  We  do  not  quarrel  with  her 
on  this  account — we  do  not  cry  out  it  is  a  war  mea-* 
sure.  -  Look  at  her  navigation  act.  She  puts  the 
commerce  of  all  other  nations  in  chains.  She 
wants  to  engross  the  commerce  of  the  whole  civ- 
ilized world. 

If  we  concede  this  principle  to  Great  Britain 
we  must  make  a  like  concession  to  France,  who 
will  undoubtedly  capture  out  vessels  trading  to 
the  British  islanos.  France  would  have  the  same 
right  to  do  it  that  Britikin  has.  If  we  abandon  it, 
we  violate  our  neutrality,  by  giving  to  one  of  the 
belligerent  nations  a  right  not  possessed  by  her  at 
tJhe  beginning  of  the  war. 

I  believe  these  unjust  ajB^gressions  of  Britain 
hare  arisen  ft-om  a  spirit  of  commercial  rivalry, 
which  is  alarmed  at  our  great  and  increasing  rev- 
enue. In  1790p  our  revenue  amounted  to  about 
two  millions — m  1796,  it  amounted  to  six  mil- 
lions— in  1804,  it  amounted  to  upwards  of  twelve 
millions;  and  for  the  last  year  it  may  be  esti- 
mated at  thirteen  millions.  Our  trade  has  in- 
creased beyond  all  calculation,  and  this  has  exci- 
ted the  jealousy  of  Britain.  We  have  seventy 
thousand  seamen,  and  a  million  tons  of  shipping. 
At  the  peace  of  1783,  we^did-not  possess  over  two 
hundred  thousand  tons.  Our  exjMprts  and  imports 
have  increased  in  an  equal  proportion.  In  the  last 
returns  they  are  stated  at  .seven ty-five  millions, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  a  great  augmenta- 
tion for  the  present  year.  Great  Britain  makes 
these  aggressions  on  our  rights,  calculating  on  our 
divisions.  Let  us  be  united  in  resisting  them,  and 
-we  shall '  hear  no  more  of  her  injustice.  In  sup- 
port of  this  measure  I  will  endeavor  to  prove  thar 
this  trade  is  carried  on  with  American  capital^  in 
opposition  to  the  allegation  that  it  covers  enemies' 
property.    If  it  can  be  proved  to  be  American  pro- 


pertyr,  I  suppose  gentlemen  will  be  willing  to  pro* 
tect  it.  I  rely  on  the  documents  of  the  mcretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  commercial  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  McCreert)  has  proved  the 
trade  to  the  West  Indies  is  carried  on  with  Amer- 
ican capital.  I|e  has  shown,  froin  the  Treasury 
statements,  that'^21,371,311  dollars  worth  of  pro- 
duce of  the  West  Indies  has  come  to  this  country 
the  last  year,  and  that  an  equivalent  amount  was 
sent  from  this  country,  and  sold  in  the  West  Indies. 
The  calculation  is  sufficiently  correct,  I  have  ex« 
amined  it.  The  estimate  is  made  upon  the  sales 
of  the  outward  cargoes,  and  upon  the  fair  cost  of 
the  produce  in  that  country.  The  documents  on 
your  table  prove  this,  and  the  same  fhing  may  be 
established  with  regard  to  the  trade  to  Europe. 
I  find  by  th6  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, there  is  exported  to  France,  Spaia,  Italy,  and 
HoIUind,  to  the  amount  of  $94,^59,114  in  foreign 
goods,  and  of  our  own  productions  we  export  to 
those  countries  $13,183,000.  These  two  sums, 
added  together,  amount  to  $96,442,114.  AU  these 
countries  are  enemies  of  Qreat  Britain.  The 
amount  of  importations  from  these  countries  is  only 
$25,475,000,  the  balance  being  about  $11,000,000 
in  our  favor.-  It  follows  that  we  import  from 
these  countries  eleven  millions  less  than  we  export 
to  them.  There  is  also,  the  amount  gaiped  on  the 
sales  in  Europe.  This  may  be  ^irly  estimated  at 
four  or  five  mitltons  of  dollars.  What  becomes 
of  the  difi^ence  ?  It  goes  to  Eneland  in  payment 
of  her  balance  agaiost  the  United  States;  amount- 
ing on  an  average  to  fourteen  millions ;  this  bal- 
a/ice  exceeded  fourteen  millions  the  last  year. 
This  balance  is  made  up  by  remittances  from  the 
other  belligerent  counties.  Youcould  pay  Britain 
this  balance  in  no  other  way.  Could  you  get  the 
specie  in  sufficient  quantity  nrom  other  countries,  or 
from  your  own  to  pay  this  immense  balance  ?  You 
could  not  do  it.  It  is  impossible.  It  is  remitted 
by  bills  of  exchange  from  Italy,  from  Spain,  from 
France, and  particularly  Holland.  And  yet,  strange 
to  tell,  this  is  the  very  fund  upon  which  Great  Bri- 
taii^  is  continiitillly  making  depredations,  and  which 
somie  gentlemen,  so  fond  of  the  trade  we  carry  on 
with  Britain,  are  anxious  to  destroy  by  withdraw- 
ing all  protection  from  it. 

The  nonorable  Speaker  does  not  ^eem  to  know 
how  this  balance  stands.  He  cannot  depend  on 
the  information  he  receives  from  your  custom 
houses.  But  though  he  may  not  rely  on  the  accu- 
racy of  your  export' to  particular' countries,  as  a 
vessel  does  not  always  go  to  the  port  for  which 
she  clears,  he  may  implicitly  rely  on  the  slate  of 
the  imports ;  there  can  be  no  deception  in  the  im- 
ports, add  the  value  of  the  exports  cannot  be  ma- 
terially erroneous ;  and  he  may  rest  satisfied  that 
if  Great  Britain  seizes  property  destined  to  bellig- 
erent nations,  your  merchants  will  be  unable  to 
pay  her  the  balance  they  owe  her.  But  it  is  said 
1  Qo  not  understand  calculation ;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph^  has  made  an 
allusion  to  a  debate  on  a  former  occasion,  but  which 
has  no  possible  bearing  on  the  present  question. 
On  that  occasion  I  said,  that  if  I  were  to  buy  three 
per  cents.  I  should  be  obliged  to  give  for  them 


769 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


760 


H.  OP  R. 


Nonrlmportalion  of  Goods  from  Great  Britain. 


Mabcb,  1806. 


more  than  one  half  tbeir  Dominal  amoant;  but 
that  if  I  meant  to  keep  them  I  would  not  choose 
to  give  more — apd  I  say  so  still.  The  ooly  ques- 
tion, however,  sir,  before  us  is,  whether  we  will 
interdict  the  importatioD  of  British  goods?  Wcare 
not  fixincr  the  value  of  three  or  ^ix  per  cent,  stocks. 
We  are  driven  to  the  necessity  of  taking  some 
measures  lo  compel  Great  Britain  to  do  us  justice. 
Her  friends,  however,  do  not  wish  the  non-impor- 
tatioD  measure  ev^er  to  go  into  operation;  they 
hope  that  Britain  will  do  us  justice,  rather  than 
submit  to  the  injuries  it  will  inflict  upon  her.  But 
if  she  will  not  release  our  sailors,  and  restore  or 
make  payment  for  qur  ships,  I  do  wish  it  to  go  into 
operation,  and  to  continue  until  she  has  restored 
them.  The  luxury  of  a  woollen  blanket  is  not 
such  as  I  wish  to  enjoy  at  the  expense  of  the  rights 
and  honor  of  my  country.  The  gentleman  uom 
Maryland  (Mr.  Nicholbon)  may  enjoy  it  if  he 
pleases,  and  be  has  told  you  he  does  not  wish  to 
relinquish  a  luxury  of  that  nature.  But  I  would 
rather  submit  to  be  clothed  in  a  bear  skin — rather 
than  submit  to  this  degradation  I  would  agree  not 
to  wear  a  single  article  of  British  manufacture 
during  my  life.  Sir,  I  would  rather  go  naked.  I 
ask  pardon  of  the  Committee,  but  I  speak  the  hon- 
est sentiments  of  my  heart. 

I  will  not  however  detain  the  Committee  with 
many  additional  remarks :  I  will  only  call  on  gen- 
tlemen not  to  sacrifice  the  best  interests  of  com* 
merce,  by  giving  way  to  the  principle  which  Bri- 
tain has  assum^.  In  sgicriAciog  them,  will  they 
not  at  the  same  time  sacrifice  the  interests  of  agri- 
culture? I  cannot  see  a  distinction  between  them. 
Without  we  protect  commerce,  what  can  we  do 
with  our  surplus  productions?  But  because  we 
call  upon  you  to  protect  c;ommerce,  are  we  to  be 
Biigmatized  as  the  friends  of  a  fraudulent  trade  ? 
No ;  we  are  willing  to  let  those  who  cover  enemy's 
property  with  a  neutral  flag  take  care  of  them- 
selves. I  am  further  charged  with  a  wish  to  meet 
Great  Britain, in  war.  But,  sir.  I  have  no  such 
wish :  my  ooly  wish  is  to  obtain  an  honorable  com- 
pensation for  the  injuries  she  has  committed.  We 
are  charp^ed  with  going  back  to  the  times  of  the 
Revolution,  and  com  paring  the  temper  of  our  coun- 
try at  that  time  with  its  present  temper.  Sir,  I 
was  a  child  when  the  Revolutionary  war  com- 
menced— I  have  scarcely  a  recollection  of  the 
times  of  the  Revolution ;  hut  would  such  language 
as  we  have  heard  on  this  occasion  been  then  tolera- 
ted ?  That  a  gentleman  should  get  up  and  tell  us 
we  oo^ht  io  succumb  to  Britain,  because  she  had 
800  ships  on  theocean,  is  astonishing  lo  me.  lean- 
not  comprehend  its  tendency.  Such  sentiments 
were  not  uttered  during  the  Revolution.  Then, 
with  a  population  of  two  and  a  half  millions,  we 
boldly  met  that  nation,  and  triumphed  over  her 
arms  -,  and  if  necessary,  we  can  meet  her  again, 
or  any  other  nation  that  shall  treat  us  with  the 
same  injustice.  Under  like  circumstances  I  would 
meet  France,  Spain,  or  England — I  would  meet 
them  all  collectively,  if  necessary,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  we  would  be  a  match  for  ihem  all,  though 
for  saving  so  I  may  be  denominated  a  madman. 
I  would  hold  this  language  if  I  belonged  to  one  of 


the  smallest  nations  of  the  earth — I  would  hold  it 
were  I  a  citizen  of  the  petty  Republic  of  St.  Mar- 
ino,— were  my  rights  invaded  I  would  light  till  I 
could  fight  no  longer.  Do  you  want  to  damp  the 
ardor  of  the  American  people,  because  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France  are  powerful  nations,  and  the 
former  has  determined  to  annihilate  our  com- 
merce? Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  no  public  speaker, 
and  I  have  not  arranged  my  ideas,  or  clothed  them 
in  the  language  I  could  have  wished ;  but  I  do 
say  we  have  reached  a  crisis  which  imperiousiy 
demands  the  adoption  of.  measures  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  commercial  -rights,  which  so  far 
from  impairing,  will  promote  the  interest  of  agri- 
culture. For,  sir.  they  are  inseparable;  they  are 
twin-sisters— children  of  one  birth,  of  the  same 
parents^  begotten  by  one  common  father — they 
must  live  or  die  together — you  cannot  separate 
theni— by  sacrificing  the  one  yon  sacrifice  the 
other.  Mora  t  ban  this,  sir,  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try'wili>  not  submit  to  these  aggressions  on  their 
rights.  The  people  are  both  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial, and  they  know  that  the  fall  of  commerce 
will  be  soon  followed  by  the  destruction  of  agri- 
culture. And  should  this  Congress  or  any  other 
abandon  their  commercial  rights,  they  will  send 
other  men  to  represent  them.  They  ought  to  do 
it,  and  you  may  be  assured  they  will  do  it.  Mr. 
Chairman,  what  is  to  become  of  the  surplus  pro- 
ductions of  agriculture  ?  Shall  they  be  sufiered 
to  rot  or  perish  in  your  warehouses  or  on  your 
plantfitions  ?  If  they  cannot  be  sold  abroad,  and 
the  returns  be  permitted  to  be  made  to  this  coon- 
try,  and  afterwards  re-exported,  this  will  be  the 
case  with  a  large  part.  What  will  become  of  a 
number  of  persons  employed  in  agriculture?  Will 
you  dispose  of  the  slaves  in  the  Southern  States? 
Gentlemen  will  not  consent  to  it.  Then,  I  aay, 
afibrd  a  reasonable  protection  to  commerce. 

Sir,  I  must  have  fatigued  the  Committeer— I  fear 
I  have  been  troublesome  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
day— I  hope  I  will  be  pardoned.  Weak  and  feeble 
as  has  been  my  defence,  and  the  support  I  have 
attempted  to  give  this  resolution,  I  have  done  what 
I  considered  a  duty,  and  I  trust  my  motives  will 
not  be  called  in  question.  I  shall  not  trouble  the 
Committee  any  further  on  this  subject. 

[It  being  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment,  Mr. 
Smilib  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise,  and 
said  that  he  would  to-morrow  agree  to  take  up  in 
committee  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland.  The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the 
House  adjourned.] 

Thursoat,  March  13. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  proposed  by  theSenate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Slates  :^* 
Whereupon,    . 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Vabnum,  Mr.  Sailt 
LT,  Mr.  Kbnan,  Mr.  Covington,  Mr.  Kbllt, 
Mr.  GooowTN,  and  Mr.  Tallmadob. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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that  the  Senate  hare  appointed  a  eominittee,  on 
their  pan,  to  join  with  such  committee  as  the 
Honse  of  Representativeft  majr  appoint,  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be 
done  by  Congress,  in  the  present  session. 

On  a  mo  lion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  ibllowiog  resolution : 

Reaoived,  That  Major  General  Arthur  St.  Otair  be 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House  in  support  of  his  claim. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  the  names  of 
the  persons  in  wnose  favor  bills  have  been  drawn 
on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  near  the  Gk)Tern- 
meot  of  France,  under  the  stipulations  of  fhe  Con- 
yen  tion  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eicht  hundred  and  three,  specifying  as 
far  as  possiole,  the  amount  and  nature  of  each 
particular  claim  for  which  bills  were  so  drawn. 
On  i!notion,  it  was 

Resolved  That  thePostmaster  General  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  persons  who  have  made  contracts  for  carrying 
the  mail  of  the  United  States,  since  the  last  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
four,  specifying  the  terms  and  duration  of  each 
contract,  respectively. 

IMPORTATIONS  FROM  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Houafe  agaii^  resolved  itself  into  Con^mit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union — Mr. 
Gregg's  resolution  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Leib. — From  the  course  which  has  been 
pursued  for  several  days.  I  am  induced  to  move 
that  the  Qommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration pf  this  resolution,  and  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey.  Without  entering  into 
the  merits  of  the  resolution,  I  will  confine  myself 
to  stating  the  reasons  on  which  I  make  this  mo- 
tion. I  did  expect,  when  this  subject  first  came 
under  discussion,  to  have  heard  something  re- 
specting its  merits;  that  a  comparison  would  have 
been  drawn  between  the  advantages  and  disad- 
Tantages  likely  to  ensue  to  the  United  States  f^om 
its  adoption,  instead  of  which  I  found  my  col- 
league sailing  round  the  coast  without  examining 
its  tendency  or  bearing.  He  told  us  it  was  pacific, 
and,  in  the  same  breath,  said  it  ^uck  a  dagger 
Into  the  vitals  of  Great  Britain.  If,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  were  to  strike  a  dagger  at  you,  would  you  not 
consider  it  a  hostile  act?  And  yet  this  measure 
is  said  to  be  pacific,  and  it  is  represented  as  having 
no  tendency  to  war.  When  this  measure  was 
first  proposed,  I  was  in  favoi  of  it ;  I  iivas  impelled 
by  my  feelings  against  Qreat  Britain,  whose  inju- 
ries I  sensibly  felt.  But  I  have  since  listened  to 
the  arguments  adduced  in  its  favor  by  my  col- 
leagues. What  are  they  ?  Did  they  speak  of  its 
profits  and  loss ;  did  they  show  that  it  would  be 
advanUgeoos  to  this  country?    Instead. of  this 


they  talked  of  national  honor.    But,  oa  this  sub- 
ject, I  agree  with  the  poet : 

"  Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies." 

I  am  not  disposed  to  be  a  duellist  for  national 
honor.  I  am  disposed  to  view  this  as  a  question 
of  profit  and  loss;  and  if  the  loss  will  be  greater 
than  the  gain,  to  reject  it;  and  it  is  because  I 
think  that  the  United  States  will  incur  more  loss 
than  profit  by  it.  that  I  wish  to  get  rid  of  it.  I 
believe  it  will  have  a  warlike  aspect,  and  there- 
fore I  am  acainst  it.  I  have  no  idea  of  fightinjg 
all  the  world.  I  hope,  from  the  course  which  this 
discussion  has  taken,  and  from  the  conviction 
which  it  has  produced  of  the  inability  of  the.Uni- 
ted  States  to  carry  this  measure  into  effect,  that 
we  will  enter  on  the  discussion  of  some  other 
measure  more  lii(ely  to  be  effectual.  I  am  willine 
to  get  rid  of  this  resolution  in  the  easiest  way,  and 
Ltherefore  move  you  ta  discharge  the  Committee 
from  its  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Alston. — The  gentleman  bottoms  bis  mo- 
tion on  the  idea  that  this  is  the  most  ready  way 
to  get  rid  of  the  resolution ;  but,  on  this  motion, 
the  subject  remains  as.  much  before  you  as  if  the 
discussio.n  were  on  the  resolution.  If,  however, 
we  are  permitted  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  we  may  there  refuse  to  take  it  up  without 
any  discussion,  and  we  may  then  take  up  any 
other  resolution. 

Mr.  Leib. — There  is  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
thinks  his  path  the  straightest,  and  his  concep- 
tions the  most  luminous.  I  do  not  like,  however, 
this  resolution  remaining  on  the  table;  as  it  will 
still  remain  in  the  power  of  th^  Committee  to 
call  it  up. 

Mr.  Smilie.-t Whether  the  course  recommend- 
ed by  my  colleague  be  the  best,  the  House  will 
judge;  but  he  has  assigned  a  curious  reason  for 
It.  I  think  be  said,  at  first  he  was  in.  favor  of  the 
resolution.^ 

Mr.  Lbib  explained,  bv  observing  that  he  had 
said  his  impression  at  nrst  was  in  favor  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  SiifitiE.^That  was  just  what  I  suted. 
The  ffenllemea  expected,  it  seems,  also,  to  have 
h^rd  wonders,  which  he  has  not  heard.  It  is 
possible  that  that  ^gentleman's  mind  may  take  a 
higher  toi^e  than  mine ;  and  he  may  have  expect- 
ed a  superior  discussion  to  that  which  thissuoject 
has  received  ;  but  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say  that  I 
have  received  light  from  this  discussion.  I  think, 
indeed,  the  question  has  been  pretty  well  examin- 
ed. I  have,  in  this  business,  wished  for  peace — I 
have  labor^  for  it-<-and  though  I  approve  this 
resolution  above  any  other,  I  am  willing  to  part 
from  it  to  meet  those  of  my  brethren,  whose  sin- 
cere wish  it  is  to  do  something.  I  know  it  is  best 
to  do  soraethiof^  that  shall  appear  to  be  the 
sense  of  the  nation.  I  am  willing,  therefore,  to 
meet  qp  middle  ground.  I  have  another  objee- 
tlon  to. the  course  recommended  b^  my  colleague. 
Some  gentlemen  cannot  be  satisfied  without  en- 
joying a  triumph.  I  should  be  willing  to  indulge 
them  in  these  feelings  if  I  thought  they  deserved 
onSi  but  I  do  not  uiink  they  do.    If  they  with 
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peace  preserred,  and  are  denirous  of  serving  tb^r 
country,  they  will  deprecate  the  eflfects  of  a  mea- 
sure which  may  distress  and  divide  us. 

Mr.  Early. — I  rejoice  that  this  motion  is  made, 
as  I  had,  in  truth,  intended  to  make  it  myself.  It 
will  be  recollected  that,  when  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Tmade  a  motion  to  pave  the  way  for  sub- 
mitting to  the  House  this  motion,  in  part,  which 
I  intended  to  make,  as  it  embraces  both  tne  reso- 
lutions of  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey.  I  consider  the  two  resolutions  as  of 
the  same  family.  It  must  be  apparent  to  every 
member  of  the  House  that  the  subject  is  eihaust- 
ed,  80  much  so  that  yesterday  we  were  entertain- 
ed for  several  hours  with  answers  made  to  the 
arguments  of  gentlemen  who  intended  to  vote  on 
the  same  side.  Gentlemen  declare  themselves  in 
lavor  of  an  accommodation,  who^  though  they 
cannot  vote  for  this  measure,  are  willing  to  adopt 
aome  other.  It  was  in  this  spirit  that  I  made  a 
motion  yesterday,  and  it  is  in  the  same  spirit  that 
I  am  in  favor  of  the  course  now  proposed.  Let 
us,  then,  take  this  business  out  or  the  power  of 
the  Committee,  and  place  it  under  the  control  of 
the  House,  who  may  make  such  disposition  of  it 
as  they  tnay  think  proper.  I  do  not  feel  particu- 
larly anxious  as  to  the  course  which  shall  then  be 
pursued.  If  any  gentleman  will  then  move  to 
postpone  the  resolution  to  a  day  certain,  I  will 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Smilib  considered  the  course  recommend- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Alston,)  most  correct.  When  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  we  may  agree  not  to  consider  the  res- 
olution, and  to  consider  some  other.  The  resolu- 
tion under  consideration  may,  in  the  meantime, 
Temain  before  the  Committee,  subject  to  being 
acted  QDon  at  any  future  perioa,  should  we  agree 
to  no  otner. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell.— 1  feel  A  little  surprised 
at  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  as  I  did  understand  him  yesterday,  as 
having  expressed  himsdf  wiling  to  adopt  the 
course  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.  I  do  believe  that  course  most  proper, 
and  Ldo  not  see  any  reason  fotr  a  different  course. 
I  am^ Against  discharging  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  the  consideration  of  this  resolution. 
I  can  see  no  use  in  this^  unless  to  give  gentlemen 
tbe  ai^rpearance  of  a  triumph.  Though  I  believe 
there  is  a  decided  ndajorhy  at  present  against  the 
adoption  of  either  the  resolution  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  or  that  offered  by 
the  gentleman  frOfm  New  Jersey,  I  do  not  know 
whether  a  week  hence  there  may  not  be  a  majority 
in  favor  of  pne  of  them,  in  consequence  of  receiv- 
ing further  information.  Under  this  impression,  I 
hope  the  resolutions  will  be  permitted  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  J.  RANOOLPfi.— I  do  not  know,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  I  understand  the  question,  unless  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  his  friends  are 
willinff  that  their  favorite  measure  should  be 
strangled  in  the  dark^  from  an  unwillingness  that 
it  should  suffer  a  political  death.  The  two  gen- 
tlemen from  Pennsylvania  have  produced  between 


them  a  bsntiing,  and  have  offered  it  to  the  House. 
We  do  not  like  it,  and  they  are  for  forcing  it  upon 
us.  We  revolt  at  this,  and  what  do  they  say  1 
They  allow  they  cannot  carry  it;  but  say  that, to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  its 
further  consideration,  will  be  to  cover  certain  per- 
sons with  political  disgrace.  They  are,  therefore, 
for  going  into  a  Comraitiee  of  tbe  Whole,  and 
when  they  ^et  in  Committee,  refusing  them  leave 
to  act  upon  iu  Is  this  parliamentary  1  Is  it  reg- 
ular for  a  Committee  to  refuse  to  aecide  on  the 
business  submitted  to  them  by  the  House  1  Let 
us  either  adopt  or  reject  the  resolution,  or  dis- 
cliarge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  its 
further  consideration.  For  what  purpose  was  it 
referred  to  a  Committee?  For  the  purpose  of 
not  being  acted  on?  For  the  purpose  of  our 
going  ipto  Committee  and  then  refusing  to  act 
upon  it  ?  Will  gentlemen  refuse  to  discharge  the 
Cfommittee  from  the  very  resolution  they  do  not 
mean  to  act  on?  I  do  not  understand  thu.  It  is  . 
beyond  my  depth.*  Gentlemen  should  have  pon- 
dered well. before  they  hrousht  forward  this  meas- 
ure. They  should  have  felt  for  the  support  on 
wjiich  to  rest  it;  and  if  th^  are  ashamed  of  now 
trying  this  support,  they  snould  withdraw  their 
resolution.  They  ask  too  much  when  they  com- 
plain of  the  course  we  propose  to  pursue.  Should 
the  resolution  continue  in  its  present  state,  it  is 
liable  to  be  called  up  at  any  hour,  when  there 
may  be  a  thia  House,  and  after  gentlemen  say 
they  do  not  mean  to  act  upon  it.  If  the  House  do 
go  into  Committee,  I  hbpe  the  resdutiOD  will  be 
acted  on,  and  discussed — for  though  gentlemea 
have  said  the  subject  is  exhausted,  I  do  not  believe 
it  is  exhausted,  though  they  may  be. 

Mr«  CoNRAO  said,  his  wish  was  to  cultivate  bar-  ^ 
mony  He  wished  tnis  was  the  sentiment  of  every 
member-*he  hoped  it  was.  If  those  who  were 
for  taktnff  stronger  ground,  were  willing  to  accom- 
modate, he  hoped  they  would  be  met  in  a  spirttoi 
amity — he  hoped  there  would  be  a  stronj^  vote  in  " 
favor  of  the  measures  adopted  to  convince  tbia 
people  and  the  world  we  are  not  so  timid  as  some 
gentlemexi  seemed  to  imagine.  He  was  ia  favor 
of  the  course  pointed  out  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Stanton. — Mr.  Chairman, the  resolution  oH 
your  table  is  considered^  by  the  enemies  of  it,  a 
war  measure,  is  it  possible  that  men  of  inform- 
ation or  common  sense  should  view  it  as  a  hostile 
measure?  I  disavow ibat  opinion.  The  idttt  is 
chimerical.  It  is,  in  fact, a  commercial  measure;- 
the  regnlation«of  which  is  vested  in  Conmas  l^ 
the  Constitution.  But,  we  are  told,  it  wm  lead  to 
war.  Such  a  construction  might  be  put  on  our 
revenue  laws,  and  many  other  of  our  other  public 
acts.  Such  inferences  are  whimsical.  Sir,  the 
honorable  member  from  Virginia  tells  the  House, 
we  have  a  negotiation  pending  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  we  ought  to  wait  the  result.  I  ask  how 
long — seven  years — until  our  commerce  is  aoni- 
hilated,  and  three  thousand  more  of  our  citizens 
impressed  into  the  service  of  Great  Britain  ?  The 
Executive  has  repeatedly  remonstrated,  but  to  no 
purpose.    The  gentleman  has  commenced  a  toI- 
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w&teer  apolpffiBt  for  that  ttnprificii^ed  QoTnrn- 
nent,  aod  ^  tells  the  Hottse  we  tried  oegotiaiion 
with  SpaiD,  aad  failed— at  the  same  time  avers 
there  is  no  Spain — it  is  France  and  Bpnaparte, 
and  Talleyrand ;  they  have  bullied  Spain  out  of 
her  existence.    He  proceeds,  and  asks  the  House 
this  question— can  you  expect  Qreat  Britain  will 
respect  our  neutral  flag  at  the  expense  <^  her  ex* 
istence — is  she^not  fighting  for  her  life?  and  tells 
U8  that  the  eomhined  fleets  of  Holland,  France, 
aad  Spain,  are  no  more^  and  that  Great  Britain 
lias  eight    huiidred    ships^f-the-line,,  including 
other  soaaUffir  vessels  of  wair;  ajid  Russk  is  the 
sMoad^  Power  of  oontiMHtal  Europe^  with  half  a 
Aiilion  of  hardy  troops— with  sijtty  sail  o^the- 
liM  and  thirty  miUions  of  solneeis ;  a  tcnitory 
mere  extensive  than  our  own ;  that  she  is  a  store- 
kaaisit  for  the  British  navy,  and  solemnly  warns 
vs  before  we  enter  into  a  contest  public  or  private, 
lie  sure  you  ha\fe  fortitude  enough  to  go  through 
with  it— if  you  mean  war,  sa^r  so,  and  prepare 
for  it    Behold  the  diwespeet  in  which  France 
holds  neutral  rights  on  land !  as  though  we  were 
bound  to  tamely  submit  to  the  unprovoked  in- 
sults of  Qreat  Britain,  because  France  is'  playing 
the  same  rame  on  the  continent  of  Europe — for 
he  smoothly  slides  over  the  nefarious  conduct  of 
Great  Britain^  to  the  impressment  of  our  citizens, 
and  dwells  with  aopatent  delight  on  the  omnipo- 
teoee  of  the  British  navy.    1  am  at  a  loss  to  ac- 
count for  this  ntimculoQs  conversion  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  the  British  interest.    1  am  ready  to  say, 
with  astonbfament,  oh  I  how  is  the  mifhty  fallen, 
how  is  the  fine  gold  becocae  dim,  tell  it  not  in  the 
'  streets  of  Askeion,  lest  the  tyrants  of  Europe  and 
th6  aristocrats  of  New  England  rejoice  I  Pardon, 
air,  the  digression.    He  has  iiy  udiciously  attacked 
the  official  invulnerable  character  of  the  Execu- 
ti^ve  and  Head  of  Department.    I  have  quoted  a 
line  or  two  from  the  best  of  books.    8ir,  it  is  to  be 
^crplored)  that  a  man  of  brilliant  taleatsiandgreat 
macat  should,  bj  his  poigaaat  irony,  have  increased 
thetuxmheror  his  o|»poDetttBf  but,  why  should  I 
wvtodto  1    That  was  tha  case  with  the  celebratfd 
Freiidi .  oiasor,  Mirabeavy  whose  pcedora  inaa  t  pas- 
sion and  iasatiabla  ihhat  for  pre-evaiBenca  led 
.  hkn  -iDto  nniiief otts  errors  and  inoonsisteneies ; 
•dd  to  this  the  |peBtleman^  fondness  for  Cabinet 
nmk  aod  tJtopmn  glory.    But.  notwithstanding 
this  derelictiott  from  the  principles  oi  the  Amen* 
can  Revolution,  I  hope  he  will  not  long  continue 
cfoveloped  in  the  fog  of  aristocracy,  bat  reassume 
his  former  honorable  and  useful  station.    Mr, 
Speaker,  is  it  not  a  great  misfortune  that  a  gen* 
tleaian  of  superior  talents  an^  elegance  should 
apeak  day  after  day  without  making  a  single  con- 
Tert  or  disciple?    The  gentleman  now  flatters 
himself  that  the  friejids  of  the  resolution  will  abao 
doa  it;  aod  he  affirms  that  they. are  ashamed  of 
it,  aad  despair  of  its  adoption.    Let  that  be  as  it 
may,  I  can  assure  the  honorable  member  I  am  not 
aalnuned  of  it,  and  wish  to  occupy  higher  ground 
nd  strdDger  measilnres— even  a  non-intercourse 
with  Great  Britain— unless  she  will  discontinue 
her  piratical  measures  against  us,  by  a  restoration 
of  property  and  a  liberation  of  American  citizens* 


A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,' on  my  ri| 
who  is  in  unison  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
giniar-telfs  you  the  citizens  are  destitute  of  forti- 
tude sufficient  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  many  of 
the  articles  contained  in  the  resolution  on  your 
table— particularly  tsoarse  woollen  cloths — the 
people  are  so  attached  to  them  by  habit,  sir,  if 
they  were  given  to  the  laborer  they  woula  come 
dear  by  payin|^  the  tailor's  bill  for  making » them 
up^  a  seven- knot  breeste  of  wind  would  Uow  out 
the  filling,  and  leave  but  little  remaining. 

Sir,  the  people  of  New  England  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolutionary  war  with  Qreat 
Britain,  and  previous  to  an  open  rupture,  possess- 
ed fortitude  sufficient  to  totally  abstain  from  the 
Use  of  British  manufactures  for  years,  and  the 
ladies  voluntarily  discontinued  the  use  of  their 
favorite,  delicious  India  shrub,  in  order  to  obtain 
liberty  and  independence.  The  gentleman's  age 
does  not  [)eTmit  him  to  remember  these  noUeacu 
of  patriotism^  which  are  fresh  in  my  recollection. 

Sir,  the  honorable  member  from  Yirffinia  is 
fully  prepared  to  go  to  war  with  all  the  Powers 
of  Europe,  except  Great  Britain.  As  for  Spain, 
who  he  wishes  to  fight,  she  is  annihilated^  ana 
cannot  be  found ;  she  has  sunk  under  the  wing  of 
Talleyrand.  I  presume  the  gentleman  will  pos- 
sess prudence  eitongh  not  to  risk  himself  on  the 
watery  element,  nor  near  the  seashore,  lest  the 
voracious  shark  should  attack  him,  and  deprive 
him  of  his  proboscis.  The  gentleman  generouslv 
continues  to  give  you  wholeiK^me  advice.  Qet  ria 
of  your  national  debt ;  it  is  a  dead  weight,  that 
cramps  your  measures— ^I  am  free  to  confess,  this 
is  the  best  part  oS  his  haranffue,  and  the  only  part 
that  has  weight  init-^-and  the%he  says,  you  may 
bid  defiance  to  all  the  world.  Sir,  this  is  com]»e- 
hensive  and  strong  language ;  it  puts  me  in  mind 
of  the  youAg  man  who  expressed  a  wish  to  his 
father,  that  all  ihe  peonle^in  the  worM  were  dead, 
except  hiatnelf  and  his  brother  Jonathan ;  for  then , 
he  said,  they  would  buv  and  sell  land  and  get 
money  like  all  theworla. 

.  Where  a  nation  is  insulted,  as  we  are,  the  stale 
doctrine  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistanoe 
ill  becomes  an  independent  nation,  much  less  the 
American  character.  Such  pusiilanimous  con- 
duct will  not  obtain  redress.  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
I  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  nefarious  con- 
duct of  the  British  Grovernment  towiird  the  Uni- 
ted. States,  and  consult  m][  feelings,  my  very  soul 
is  fixed  with  just  indignation  at  the  unprovoked 
insults  offered  the  American  flag,  and  the  pirati- 
cal and  systematical  plundering  system  adopted 
by  the  Qovemment  of  Gteat  Britain .  airainst 
neutral  rights.  I  am  almost  as  anxious  to  make 
war  against  Qreat  Britaia  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Yiiginia  is  to  make  war  against  Spain,  if 
she  was  to  be  foaod.  But,  sir,  m  cooler  moments  . 
of  serious  reflection,  the  little  judgment  I  possess 
dictates  to  me  to  avoid  war,  as  one  of  the  worst 
evils  that  can  or  does  afflict  a  people.  The  calami- 
ties inseparable  from  war  are  incalculable.  Under 
this  view  of  the  subject,  I  am  induoed  to  believe 
that  the  interest  of  my  country,  and  the  happiness 
of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  wMl 
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noi  permit  me  to  indulge  my  resentment ;  being 
persuaded  that  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  are 
governed  by  interest,  I  am  led  to  bope  that  the 
measures  contemplated  in  the  resolution  on  your 
table  will  have  a  favorable  effect  on  our  negotia- 
tions now  pending  with  Great  Britain.  I  shall 
give  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CrRBflo  said;  he  did  not  feelin  the  least  hurt 
by^  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia. When  he  had  laid  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
his  wish  was  that  it  migbt  receive  a  fair  discus- 
sion ;  and  he  had  undertaken  to  assign  bis  reasons 
in  favor  of  it.  He  should  consider  a  discharge  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  equivalent  to  a 
rejection  of  the  resolution.  He  should  not  con- 
aider  the  friends  of  the  measure  involved  in  dis- 
trace  if  this  motion  should  prevail.  They  had 
one  their  duty,  and  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  disj^race  in  being  in  a  minority.  The  world, 
the  nation,  would  judge  whether  their  decision 
was  right  or  wrons.  He  felt  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  resolution  he  had  proposed  was  the  most 
proper,  and  ought  to  be  adopted.  Entertaining 
these  ideas  his  conscience  told  him  to  vote  for  it, 
and  he  was  ready  to  discharge  that  sacred  duty. 

Mr.  FiNOLEY  observed,  that  when  a  resolution 
on  a  similar  subject  was  before  the  third  Con- 
gress, which  was  considered  as  occupying  too  hish 
ground,  it  was  disposed  of  by  being  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.  He  thought  this  .was  the  cpurse 
which  ought  to  be  pursued  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  BLACKLEnGB.'—Although  I  am  opposed  to 
the  resolution  o(  the  gentleman  from  Pennaylva- 
Dia,  under  the  belief  that  it  wiU  be  more  injurious 
to  us  than  others,  yet,  when  I  see  the  friends  of 
this  measure  willing  to  unitfe  with  those  who  are 
*  for  milder  measures,!  am  of  opinion  that  we  ought 
to  meet  them.  In  this  stage  of  a  discussion,  in- 
Tolving.the  first  interests,  of  the  nation,  shall  we 
be  disunited  by  an  altercation  as  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding,  when  we  agree  in  the  substance  ?  For 
this  reason,  and  believing  it  of  importance  that 
the  measures  which  we  may  take  may  be  adopted 

Sr  a  strong  vote,  I  am  against  discnarging  the 
ommittee  of  the  Whole  from  this  resolution. 

The  feas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  discharg- 
ing the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  tbe  further 
consideration  of  Mr.  Gregg's  resolution,  and 
were — yeas  34,  nays  101,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Burwell  Bassett,  John  Campbell,  LeTi  Ca- 
sey, Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Elias  Earle,  Peter 
Early,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  K.  Garnett,  Charles 
Ooldsboroagh,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  Edwin  Gray,  DaVid 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Josiah  Masters,  Joseph  H.  Nichokon,  John  Randolph, 
Thomas  Sandford,  Thomas. Spalding,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Daniel  C.  V erplanck,  and  David  A.  Williams. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Bet- 
Ion,  Barnabas  Btdwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas^Blount,  James 
M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  Qeorge  Clinton,  jon.,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Ja- 
cob Crowninshieldi  Richard  Cutts,  Samnel  W.  Dana, 


I  Esra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson, 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William 
Ely,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Ham- 
ilton, Seth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  David  Hough, 
John  G.  Jaiikson,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Ne- 
hemiah  Knight,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Magru- 
der,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moeely,  Gurdon  S.  Mumfbrd,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah'Qnincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Martin  G,  Scfauneman,  Ebeneser  Seawr, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smitfa,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewia  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samnel 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uii 
Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortland  t,  Kiiiian  K.  Van  Rensae- 
laer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum^  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew 
Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Etiphalet 
Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  Josepn  WinstoUf 
and  Thomas  Wynns. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  discharging 
the  Committee  from  Mr.  Sloan's  resolution,  by 
yeas  and  nays — yeas  26,  nays  98,  as  follows : 

YKAs<^-Burwell  Bassett,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casej, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Elias 
Earle,  Peter  Early,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett, Charles  GoUborougb,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Josiah  Masters,  Joseph  H.  Nichol- 
son, John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Sj)alding,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Daniel  C. 
Verplanck,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jUn.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Bet- 
ton.  Barnabas  BidweU,  WilKapi  Blackledge,  John 
Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broom,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  Creorge  W.  (Tampbell,  John 
Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  George 
Clinton,  jun.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Jaeob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Esia  Darby,  John  Davenport  Jan., 
John  Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUis,  fibensaec  El- 
mer, WiUiam  Ely,  William  Findley,  .James  Fiik,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastmgs,  David  Hough,  John 
G.  Jackson,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah 
Knight,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mum- 
ford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon 
Olm,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PennsyTvania,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  ^hn  Russell,  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Eb- 
enexer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  SmiKe,  John  G. 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Joseph  -Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewia  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,- Benjamm  Tallmadge,  f 
uel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thorn 
Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cortiandt,  KilKan  K.  Van  ] 
eelaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew 
Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphakt 
Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Al- 
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«zander  Wttion,  Richard  Wum,  -loaeph  WiBpton,  and 
Thomas  Wynns. 

Tke  House  then  reaolTecl  '^tst^  into  a  Comsiit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uoioa. 

The  Chairman  put  tke  question  on  eonaidering 
Mr.  Qacoa's  resointMD,  on  which  the  Ccnamittee 
4ftvided-*2eaa47,  nays  70. 

Mr.  J  Clay  moTed  toeonctder  thefweolution 
offierad  by  himself,  and  that  of  hin  fri«fid  from 
MarykDQ,  (Mr.  Niobolsom.) 

Mr.  SHiUE  moved  to  eaoaider  the  laiter  leae- 
letion. 

Mr.  J.  EUn DOftPl  aaifl  'he  would  joake  a  auper- 
acding  motion,  which  was,  that  the  Commiltee 
should  rise,  and  he  would  assign  his  reasons .  for 
ithie  notion,  i  am  well  awMe^  ntd  Mr.  R.,  and 
f  I  consider  it  the' happiest  ani  fisirest  feature  of 
i  oar  policy,  ^at  in  a  dehbente  bodjr  a  majority 
^  most  govern.  This  is  a  position  which  has  often 
been  enforeed  on  me,  and  which  I  have  sometimes 
enfovced  on  others;  but  I  hope  no  majofity  will 
be  indisposed  to  act  honestly.  Though  a  majority 
ought  to  govern,  it  should  not  be  'on  motives  of 
eaprice,  freak,  or  passion,  hot  wisely ;  and  it  ought 
I  not,  at  this  time  of  day,  to  feel  ppwer,  and  ^rget 
I  riglit.  The  reason  Why  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
t  Committee  rising^  ifs  the  same  which  t advanced 
the  othto^y  agamst  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania*<T-a  reason  wrhich,  it  is 
aatonishiag  to  my  mind,  does  not  operate  on  every 
menaber  of  the  Committee— >ihe  state  of  things 
here  and  abroad.  Is  there  a  member  prepared  ^o 
TOCO  -for  the  resohition  of  my  excellent  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr-  J  Clat,)  or  of  my  wor- 
thy friend  from  Maryland!- (Mr.  NrcBOLsoN.)  I 
'Wiove  not.  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepased. .  The 
etherday,  when  I  said  I  was  disposed  to  treat  wiUi 
Oftet  Britain  for.  the  vary  reason  that  I  was  indis- 
posed to^reat  with  her.  in  1793, 1  perceived  a  sneer 
on  <he  faces  of  gentlemen,  and  that  they  scooted 
Ohe  tdoa.  But  what  is  the  ihot  ?  Tke  gentleman 
from  Masaaehosetts  quoted  the  Message  of  the 
President,  showing  ihat'this  hasioass  is  stiU  pen- 
jieaMm  fele*  What  information  does  the  President,. 
in  that  Messi&pe  give  as  ?  That  he  had  tried  nc- 
^tisumn  and  fitllsd  ?  That,  as  in  another  qiaarter, 
cmr  Minister  had  been  shoved  neck  and  sbouldeis 
out  of  the  Cjabinet?  No!  That  negotiation  is 
adli  pending  betwcaq  oar  Minister  and  tbe  Mm« 
iatar  of  Bntain.  Can  then,  gentlemen,  while  the 
buatness  is  re  wfecta,  feel  disposed  to  act,  either  on 
the  reaoltttton  of  the  gcndeman  ftOm  Pennsylv^- 
•nia^  or  <hat  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland? 

Again,  mast  we  not  every  day  expect  iofornia* 
iion  froos  Em-ope ;  and  ought  nbt  this  ihformatioo 
to  haw  an  iofloenee  on  thiSnABsembly.  if,andeed, 
"we  are  a  deliberative  assembly !?  Barely  it  ought. 
On  poittieal  empirics,  who  prescrihe  the  same 
medtcine  to  every  diseasis,  this  information  may 
have  Booffeet.  But  on  Che  miads  of  sober  meo,  it 
ovght  to. hate,  it  must  have,  an  effect.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  Powers  with  whom  we  have  these 
aaotnotttoosdiseassions^may  have  been  materially 
cbaoiped  by  the  events  of  the  last  ninety  days. 
l¥ill  fl^entkmen  undertake  to  say  that  motives 
which  influenced  the  mind  of  a  Bemetoff^^ooght  to 
9th  Con.  —25 


have  no  wei^t  with  us  ?  Will  they,  under  tfaoee 
cii]cumstBnces,  go  iotoCommitiee,  to  grope  in  the 
dark,  to  catch  at  something,  on^safa^ect  of  which 
they  know  little^io  ration  to- the  events  of 
which,  they  know  less?  ^o!  This  is  not  the 
moment  to  act.  The  Committee  have  .dechured 
that  that  moment  has  ndt  arrived.  They  have, 
in  ^their  capacity  of  a  House,  jefased  to  disehaige 
them  from  the  resolution  .of  the  geaileman  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  have,  in  the  same  capacity,  re- 
fused to  act  upon  it. .  And  vhat  does  this  pn>^, 
bat  that  the  memeat  for  action  has  not  come-*- 
unlesB,  indeed,  this  venerable  Assembly  will  con- 
"descend  to  become  the  wet  nurse  of  the  haniling 
of  the  two  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania,  who, 
'provided  they  oan^mainfain  it  at  a  distance,  hope 
their  indiscretion  will  be  overioofced— ^n  faux  pa0, 
which,  if  it  can  be  kept  in  an  obseare  farm^hoikte, 
miiy.be  smeibei^  over?  I,  however,  am  not 
disposed  to  offer  it  the  pap^poon ;  still  leas  am  I 
disDosed  to  be  disturbeo  by  its  cries,  or  those  pf 
its  Drelhren. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  you,,  Mr.  Cbaicman,  that 
this  is  not  the  fit  time,  to  decide  on  oor  British 
relations.  That,  while  there  is  a  peading  negotia- 
tion'witli  her.  all  such  discussion  mast  be  prema- 
ture. These' resolutions  are  the  production  of  a 
political  hot-bed.  They  ate  not  the  growth  of  a 
genial  sun^  hot  reared  in  a  forciqg-house.  And  I 
will  tdl  geDtlcunen,  that  fiolitics  bear  forc^ag  as 
little  as  tM  physical  productions  of  nalsute. 

Agentlemaafrom Massachuseus,  whom  I  now 
see  in  hi»>.plaoe,  offered  some  days  ago;  to  this 
CMamittee,  a  •siring  of  observations,  which,  he 
declared^  were  not  intended  either  fora  tesolution 
net  then  before  the  Committer  or  for  that  offered 
by  the  genUeman  Irom  PeoosyivaAia.  Now,  the 
Committee  having  determined  not  to  discuss  the 
resolutioa  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Peaa- 
.sylvadis,  and  as  those  remarks*  wei^  ant  offefed 
on  the  subject  then  before  the  Committee,  they 
may  have  been  leftjki  guess  they  were  ioteoded 
for  the  subject  now  under  eonsidemtion  ^  and  as  I 
t)eiUeve  they  were  fiiii  as  applicable  co.this,asaoy 
oth^r  question,  I  hope  to  be  indulged  in  making 
a  few  remarks  f  elati ve  to  them.  ^  But,  al  the  same 
time,  t  disdiaim  the. preface  thel  gentleman  pte- 
fised  to  hjs  Remarks,  viz. :  that  he  £d  not  mean  to 
examine  thd  qaestmn  before  the  Oommltiee.  I  do 
mean. to  eumiae  that  quesiion^to  show  irhv  this 
is  not  the  pcooer  time  foractinj^  on  this  sttbjt  ot, 
to  show  that  aU  discussion  on  it  is  prematafe,attd. 
that  we  ought  .to  abstain  from  acting  upon  it  mfkui 
webave  heard  from  the  otbeosideof  »he  Atlantic* 
.  As  well  as  I  remember,,  the  gentleman  set  out 

S  recalling  the  altantioti  of  the  House  to  the 
essage  of  the  Presid^  of  ^the  17th  oi  January 
last.  Yes,  sir,  he  began  in  the  style  of  old  times— 
ij^ndum  reaovas^  dohrem^^o  call  the  House 
back  to  the  M^sage  of  the  i7th  of  Jsouary.  To 
what  part  of  it?  To  that  part  which  is  pablic, 
or  to  that  part  which  is  locked  »p  io  the  escra- 
toice  of  th^  clerk--^or  is  in  his  breeches  pocket, 
for  aught  I  know-^tb^t  part  which  it  is  his  busi- 
n«(s  to  keep  from  the  eyres  of  the  nation  ?  Now, 
what  is  oitf  aimatioa  ?    A  bmve  Senator,  with 
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our  doors  open,  calls  the  atteotion  of  the  House 
to  an  amphibious  and  ambiguous  Messa^,  part 
secret  and  part  public.    And  is  this  the  situation 
in  which  gentlemen  would  put  us  ?    Are  we  thus 
to  be  kno(»»d  down  with  the  hammer  of  EzeeU' 
tive  infallibility  1    I  hope  not.    When  that  Mes- 
sage came^  on  the  17th  of  January,  how  loo^  had 
we  been  m  conclave?     I  believe  a  fortnight? 
When  did  the  despatches  arrive?    I  undertaEe  to 
say,  because  I  know  it,  it  was  prior  to  the.tSOth  of 
December;  because  I  made  proper  inquiry  at  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  where  I  had  my- 
self received  despatohes  from  London.    Whatare 
the  contents  of  tnose  despatches  ?    Did.  they  ad- 
Tocate  the  course  this  House  has  pursued,  or  a 
course  totally  different  ?  '  And  yet  that  very  Mes- 
sage has  been  quoted,  under  the  idea  that  no  man 
could  say  to  the  contrary,  and  that  we  would  sink 
beneath  the  weight  of  its  authority.    Those  de^ 
spate hes  came  to  this  country  before  the  20th  dav 
of  December.    On  that  day  I  returned  from  Bal- 
timore, and  received  a  communication  from  their 
author  of  a  contemporaneous  date.    I  have  called 
at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  was 
informed,  by  the  head  of  that  Department,  that 
they  had  both  arrived  at  the  same  time.    And  it 
was  when  I  discovered  that  the  head  of  (he  second 
Department  under  the  Government  did  not  know 
they  were  in  existence,  much  less  that  his  opinion 
on  them  had  not  been  consulted,  that  I  declared, 
what  I  repeat,  that  there  is  no  Cabinet.    You 
have  no  Cabinet.    What !  the  head  of  (he  Treas- 
ury Department — a  vigorous  and  commanding 
statesman,  a  practical  statesman,  the  benefit  of 
whose  wisdom  and  experience  the  nation  fondly 
believes  is  always  obtained  before  the  great  meas- 
ures of  the  Qovernment  are  taken— uoaequainted 
with,  and  unconsulted  on^  important  despatches, 
and  vet  talk  of  a  Cabinet !    Not  merely  uncon- 
sulted, but  ignorant  ef  the  documents !    Well,  the 
act  passed,  and  on  the  16th  of  January,  was  ^ent 
to  the  other  House,  and  on  the  17th,  despatches 
came  which  might  have  materially  changed  the 
decision  of  the  House:    And  ami,  feeling  this. 
and  knowing  the  House  had  been  trifled  with,  to 
be  denounced  for  telling  you,  if  ypu  had  had  the 
necessary  information,  your  decision  would  have 
been  different  from  what  it  was?    I  know  this; 
for  many  gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  measure 
adopted,  told  me  their  votes  would  have  beea  dif- 
ferent, had  they  had  the  necessary  information.   I 
sav,  the  decision  of  the  House,  if  we  had  known 
what  we  oueht  to  have  known,  and  which  had 
been  received  four  weeks  before,  would  have  been 
diffident ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  there 
is  no  Cabinet,  when  I  see  a  man.  second  to  none 
for  vigorous  uaderstanding,  ana  practical  good 
sense,  ousted  frqm  it.    I  say,  as  I  liave  said  before, 
if  the  Sxeeutive  wants  our  confidence,  let  him 
give  us  his.    But,  when  we  are  excluded  from  bis 
confidence,  let  him  not  demand  ours.    I  will  not 
^ve  mine  on  these  terms,  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  so.    Yes,  sir,  I  now  say,  with  open 
doors,  what  I  said  when  yoiiir  doors  were  shut,  and 
what  I  believe,  that  it  is  not  for  the  master  and 
mate  (and  I  speak  it  without  disparagement  to  J 


any  man)  in  bad  weather^  to  go  below,  and  leave 
the  management  of  the  ship  to  the  cook  and  cabin- 
boy.  The  nation  expects  to  know,  they  believe 
they  do  know,  the  opinion  of  the  Executive.  But 
dq  they  know  it  ?  Where  have  they  got  it  ?  Does 
it  appear  in  this  string  of  resolutions  1  Have  we 
the  opinion  of  the  President  ?  Have  we  his  Con- 
stitutional recommendlttion  ?  No !  you  have  no- 
thing. Let  the  Clerk  produce  the  budget !  But,  we 
shall  be  told  that  this  House  has  a  right  to  give  a 
direction  to  the  President.  This  is  the  last  refine- 
ment on  courtly  flattery.  Shall  the  House  act 
on  information  neither  official  or  Constitutional— 
on  the  stale  pretext  of  giving  the  Executive  a  di- 
rection, when  they  believe  they  are  acting  on 
what  gentlemen  get  np;  and  give  lis  reason  to  be- 
lieve are  the  secret  wisoes  or  the  Executive?  It 
is  out  of  the  qiiestion  for  any  persons,  who  are 
men  of  standinff,  to  -condescend,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, to  do  the  work  of  the  Cabinet  or  ttte 
water-tloset.  No  t  tools  must  be  found ;  and  to 
such  tools,  sOch  work  will  be,  as  it  has  been  uni- 
formly committed.  Ldo  not  only  say  they  must 
be,  but  that  they  have  been  found.  But,  at  the 
threshold  of  everything  I  can  offer,  I  am  met  by 
these  Nestors  of  the  land,  by  these  old  ooachmen, 
who  love  the  smack  of  the  whip,  who  talk  of  old 
times,  of  the  stamp,  act,  of  the  non-intercoqrse. 
and  other  Revolutionary  acts.  But,  let  me  tell 
gentlemen,  this  is  all  violence  and  deelamation. 
You  would  not  suppbse  that  the  maxims  of  Ches- 
terfield had  been  studied  by  the  ^ntleman  from 
Pennsylvania — ^and  yet,  the  fact  is,  that  manner 
is  everything.  But,  I  bee  you  to  compare  the 
matter  I  have  offered,  with  the  mild,  meek,  and 
peaceable  sentiments  of  gentlemen.  Because  oae 
gentleman  has  delivered  his  sentiments  in  a  voice 
that  freezes  before  it  reaches  this  quarter  of  the 
House,  and  another  mumbles  out,  ^'confiscate  the 
national  debt,"  does  that  affect  the  principle  at 
issue?  And  because  another  man,  with  some 
warmth,  recommends  a  different  course,  are  yoa, 
therefore,  to  stone  and  cruelly  him? 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to  whom 
I  have  alluded,  has  told  us  what  tile  question  be- 
tween this  country.and  Great  Britain  is.  He  says 
it  does  not  respect  enemy's  properly,  but  theciM- 
onial  trade.  He  says  that  the  tobacco,  and  flour, 
the  rice  aqd  cotton,  transported  by  our  vesseb, 
come  as  much  within  the  question  ^  od  enemy 
property,  as  the  colonial  trade.  But  is  there  any 
presumptive  evidence  that  the  rice,  the  cotton,  tlie 
tobacco,  or  any  other  abides  of  American  crowth 
that  are  carried  by  our  vessels,  are  enemy^  prop- 
erty ?  There  is  none.  Now  take  the  other  aids 
of  the  question.  Recollect  that  Holland,  Fiance, 
and  Spain^  have  not  a  ship  on  the  ocean ;  that  the 
coffee,  sugar,  and  cottdn,  of  their  colonies,  which. 
find  their  way  to  Europe,  must  go  there  under  the 
cover  of  a  neutral  flag.  What  is  the  presumption? 
That  a  large  part  of  those  productions,  thus  trans- 
ported, are  relatively  to  Britain  enemy  property. 
How  is  a  discrimination  to  bemade  between  those 
products  which  are,  and  those  which  are  not  the 
property  of  an  enemy  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  few 
disreputable  neighbors  will  bring  a  stigma  on^a 
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whole  neig^hborhood  ?    Will  any  hmd  deny  the 
facti    Are  the  French  and  Spanish  colonies  in- 
dependent ?    And  what  is  the  fact  ?    Thiat  under 
the  neutral  flag  the  whole  of  the  immensely  val- 
uable productions  of  those  colonies 'find  a  convey- 
ance.   What  do  we  say  ?    That  we  have  a  right 
to  carry  those  productions  from  the  colonies  to 
the  belligerent  nations  ?    No«— we  say,  the  bring- 
ing them  to  the  United  Btates  and  paying  duties 
on  them,  neutralizes  the  fut)perty..  But  do  they  ? 
Indisputedly  not.    The  moment  you  cdncede.  the 
point  that  yon  cannot  carry  on  a  direct  trade,  it 
becomes  a  question* no  longer  of  principle— but  a- 
question  on  which  you  must  treat  on  the  ground 
of  expediency.    And  you  must  treat-^-^you  will. 
treat — relative  to  it.    There  is  one  consideration, 
which,  whether  it  has  or  bas  not  engaged  the  al- 
tention  of  gentlemen,  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of, 
and  that  is,  that  our  bulky  productions  can  be  car- 
ried by  only  two  Powers  in  the  world — by  our- 
selves or  Great  Britain.    No  other  nation  possesses 
the  tonnage.    Gbtben  into  war  withGrei^t  Britain, 
and  where  will  you  find  the  tonnage  tocariy  your 

groducts  ?  Tou  cannot  find  it.  But,  on  the  other 
and,  the  British  fabrics  may  be  brought  in  Dan- 
ish bottoms.  There  will  be  neutral  tonnage* 
enough  to  bring  to  your  doors  the  productions  of 
Britain.  But  where  will  you  find  the  neutral  ton- 
nage to  carry  your  produce  abroad  ? 

We  are  told  that  this  is  not  a  war  measure;  that 
Grotitis  and  Puffendprf.  and  other  distinguished 
civilians,  have  decided  that  it  is  a  pacific  meHsure. 
But  ic  unfortunately  happens  that  great  statesmen, 
oo  thB  theatre  of  active  life,  will  not  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  dictated  to  bv  the  mumblers  of  anti- 
quity ;  and  i^entlemen,  who  will  not  be  g[Overaed 
by  ctreumstances,  who  exclaim  fiat  justitia  ruat 
CKwUim,  must  be  content  with  making  diagrams  in 
their  closets,  while  these  active  stat&miett  are  de- 
ciding the  destiny  of  nationt.    The^telius  they 
have  G^rotious  and  Poffendorf  at  their  backs ;  but 
I.  would  rather  have  at  my  back  the  pome  e&mita* 
tus  of  the  ten  miles  square,  weak  and  inefficient 
as  I  kaow  it  to  be.    Yes,  it  is  too  true,  the  gentle- 
men will  not  listen  for  a  moment  to  circumstances. 
It  is  in  vain  that  we  say  Great  Britain  isarmed-^ 
that  she  has  a  fleet  in  the  West  lndie»^that  she 
has  a  ship  over  every  square  league  in  the  ocean. 
They  will  not  consider  the' popensity  of  ab  arm- 
ed nation  to  strike.    They  will  listen  only  to  news- 
papers and  pamphlets,  and  circular  letters.    Put- 
ting all  these  things  out  of  eon»deration,  they  are 
for  playing  the  part  of  Bobadil.    They  will  not 
reflect  that  circumstances  always  govern  political 
men-^^they  persist  in  their  abstract  theories.  These 
Laputian   and  Lilliputian  polities  will  not  do. 
Wnat  are  gentlemen  about  ?    While  they  are  dis- 
putincr  whether  the  egg  shall  be  broken  at  the  big 
or  little  end)  and  whether  th|&  Committee  shall  be 
discharged  from  the  resolution  in  the  House,  or 
the  Honse  shall  first  go  into  committee,  and  the 
resolotion  be  there  discharged,  they  are  pursuing 
measures  which  will  be  felt  in  Britain,  and  which 
will  forcibly  re-act  on  ourselves.    The  gentleman 
from  Massaehusetts  (Mr.  €rownim8Hieli>)  haa 
told  iia  what  he  would,  and  what  he  wottld  not  do,  | 


if  be  was  a  citizen  of  the  Republic  of  St.  Marino. 
We  would  suppose  from  this  declaration  that  he 
was  an  inhabitant  of  Blefusco,  abut  to  carry  on  war 
with  Liliiput.    Such  a  man  may  be  celebrated  as 
a  seamen,  and  may  be  able  to  make  an  able  first 
Lord  of  tn^  Admiralty  ever  a  fleet  of  privateers; 
but  as  a  piolitician  he  is  a  Lilliputian  delegate.    . 
But  we  are  told  again,  that  this  is  a  peace  mea- 
sure, and  that  we  oursebres  are  the  belligerent  par- 
ties, who  style  it  a  war  measure;    One  of  the  pro- 
foundest  statesmen-  told  Joseph  the  Second,  one 
of  your  gimcrack  rneti^  that  if  he  should  attempt 
to  foree  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  the  fbrt 
would  fire  ui>on  hmi.    What  said  Joseph  ?    I  will 
not  stoop  to  time  and  circumstanees^-^he  talked  of 
natural   rights,   and  so  he  would-^e  Dutch 
would  never  dare  to  nre.    Compare  the  relative 
situation  of  the  little  Republic  of  HollaiMl  when 
her  days  of  glory  have jaissed  away,  when  she  has 
fallen,  into  the  hands  oi  a  conqnerer^ompare)ier 
present  situation  with  that  she  enjoyed  before  the 
wings  of  Her  power  were  clipped  by  France.    The 
£mperor  Joseph, seat  out  his  fleets,  and  the  only 
intelligence  he  received  of  their  iate,  was  that  the 
Dutch  had  fired.    He  deemed  it  impossible-->he 
could  not  believe  that  the  little  Repuolic  of  Hol- 
land should  fire  on  the.  Austrian  £agie»  He  thought 
as  gentlemen  think,  and  he  was  d^eived ;  and  you 
will  be  deceived  too.    For  this  comtnereial  prin- 
ciple is  not  a  principle  of  peace,  but  of  war.    GeiH 
tlemen  may  go  to  Carthage,  if  they  please^  stop 
atG(enoa,  ana  iwss  on  to  London^  and  they  wiU 
invftTiabl^  find  it  so;  and  they  will  find  each  of 
those  nations  comoaereial  in  proportion  as  they 
were  warlike,  and  tvarlike  in  pr0porti6n  as  they 
were  commercial.    A;nd  why  do  commeroe  and 
war  go  hand  in  hand,  but  because  commerce  al- 
ways disposes  the  nation  to  go  to  war,  which  is 
not  disposed  to  give  up  a  lucrative  trade  ?    The 
idea  of  the  pacific  tendency  of  commerce  is  a  move 
ignis fatuue.   We  find  HoTlUnd  oeased  to  be  agreat 
comraeri^ial^  Power,  when  she  ceased  to  be  able  to 
fight  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Bngkmd. 
But  I  shall  be  told,  whitheirsoever  it  may  iead 
us,  this  spirit  of  cottimereial  monopoly  ought  never 
to  be  extinguifihedr- 1  shall  be  told  it  is  a  rase  prin- 
ciple to  crouch  even^ift  necessity  $  that  we  ooght 
to  set  not  only  reason  and  common  sense  at  defi- 
ance, but  likewise  neeessity^whieh  knows  no  Iflw^ 
but  preecribes  iaw  to  all.    well)  I  ain  free  to  eon- 
iess,  if  this  assertion  is  not  beyoQdmv  eomprehea- 
sion,  I  have  for  the  first  time  in  my  life  found  the 
reason  of  the  planter's  servant  who,  on  beins  asked 
what  was  the  matter  with  his  horse,  said  ne. was 
ashamdd  because  he  was  dead<    The  poor  animal 
had  io^loriouslr  crouched  to  the  base  priacipieof 
i^iecessity,  and  nad  given  up  the  ghost,  when  he 
ought  to  have  kept  the  field.    And  this  is  what 
we  are  called  upon  to  do  by  gentlemen  who  will 
not  aoknowled^  the  law  of  necessity,^  and  who 
scout  it  as  a  principle  which  it  does  not  beoome 
us  to  act  upon.    If  these  notions  are  to  prevail, 
let  us  take  Don  Q^uizotte  as  our  first  minister  of 
State,and  SanchoPanzaastheseeond  in  command* 
These  are  the  natural  hands  to  hold  the  reins  of 
Government,  in  case  all  regard  to  the  priacipieof 
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.Decesuty  is  disclaimed.  I  hope  geDtlemen,  who 
liold  this  doctine,  never  mean  to  die,  to  sleep,  or 
to  Treep  at  the  distresses  of  their  fellow  raeo,  or  in 
aoy  other  respect  acknowledge  the  base  principle 
of  necessity.  Bat  I,  who  profess  to  yield  a  com- 
pliance not  only  to  the  laws  of  necessity ,  bat  of 
probabilities,  and  who  consider  politics  as  only  a 
acience  of  probabilities,  can  no  longer  find  a  me- 
^dinm  between  myself  and  those  who  disclaim  all 
regard  to  the  kws  of  necessity,  and  am  obliged  to 
eonfess  that  I  am  «monc  the  nomher  of  those  who 
would  negotiate  with  Great  Britain. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the.  tedious  time  the 
Committee  must  have  liad  in  listentng  to  my  rc- 
iBarkft*-not  more  so,  I  assure  you,  to  them  than  to 
flayself.    I  am  aware  of  the  argameHts  offered  di- 
«eetiy  out  of  doors,  and  indirectly  in  this  House, 
4igainat  the  course  which  I  believe  it  b  for  the  inr 
terest  of  this  nation  to  pursue.    One  of  the  first 
«auses  of  surprise  which  presented  itself  t6  me  on 
coming  to  the  seat  of  Government  was,  that,  while 
the  people  of  the  United  States  thought  ail  eyes 
were  fixed  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  all  eyes 
were  in  &et  fixed  on  the  half-way  ho\ise  between 
this  and  Georgetown~-that  the  question  was  oot 
what  we  should  do  with  France,  or  Spain,  or  Eng- 
iaod,  but  who  should  be  the  next  President.   And 
at  this  moment,  every  motion  that  is  made — I  do 
•not  m«an,in  the  parliamentary  senseof  the  word, at 
thk  plaoe-^is  made  with  a  view  to  the  occupation 
of  that  House.    Ai^d  it  is  for  this  reason  that  cer- 
tain men  are  to  be  put  down,  and  certain  men  are 
10  he  put  up.    As  I  bave  said  before,  I  have  con- 
ceived it  the  greatest  happiness  attendant  on  the 
Government  of  this  people,  that  all  their  political 
relations,  4he  different  parties  and  their  connexions 
and  bearings  and  effects^  could  be  debated  in  the 
€ice  of  the  nation*    Now,  we  are  told  from  good 
authority,  that  there  is.a  oertaio  party  called  the 
Fedeval  party,  and  that  there  are  other  parlies  in 
theUmted States, calksd Repnblioad  parties.  Wdl, 
^r;  certain  gentUmea  have  been  held  up  as  wti- 
lanc  to  conrt  the  auention  and  support  of  the  Fed- 
eral party-nnen  by  whom  no  villain  has:  been 
spared,  let  him  belong  to  what  party  he  may*- 
mea  hy  whom  no  villany  has  been  spared,  to  what- 
ercr  party  it  may  have  attached.    So  much  for 
Fedetaliam.    Tkeoa  k  another^ oestion  rektive  to 
what  is  generally  called  ^[uiddwm.    I  am  willing 
to  meet  gentlemen  on  that  ground.    If  we  belong 
to  the  third  party,  be  it  sa.    I  am  wiiling^to  meet 
(hem  on  other  ffronnd. 

[There  was  here  a  loud  call  to  order,  in  which 
Mr.  Tbomas  joined.    The  Sfbjwbb  decided  that 
Bir.  Ramoolph  was  in  order.    An  appeal  was 
taken  to  the  House,  who  confirmed  his  decision.] 
Mr.  RurnoLPB  proceeded.    I  am  obliged  to  the 
:gentleman  for  the  respite  he  has  given  me,  as  I 
really  felt  much  exhausted.    I  knew  where  the 
shoe  pinched.    I  will  take  gentlemen  on  ano- 
ther principle — on  the  principle  of  Burrism,  as  it 
iscalUd.  Will  gentlemen  attack  us  on  thatgroand? 
Will  they  say  we  are  the  rotten  part  of  the  Re- 
.  puUican  party*^he  go-between  of  any  sects — the 
solicitors  of  any  office-— the  tools  of  any  faction  ? 
Now,  sjj,  on  the  subject  of  Fedezaiitm— I  mean 


no  imputation  to  any  man  or  party  of  men— are 
we  the  advocaxes  of  Federalism  ?  Does  the  Ad- 
mioistratioD,  and  especially  the  Department  of  the 
Navv,  or  does  it  not,  administer  the  Government 
on  tne  princ^iple  of  Federalism  f  Has  that  De- 
partment ever  been  administered,  or  can  it  be  ad- 
ministered on  principles  more  Federal  There 
is  another  department — the  Post  Office  I>epart- 
ment^^the  sweetest  eogine  ever  put  into  the  hands 
of  an  unprinci|ded  man.  Are  we  for  administer- 
ing the  Government  on  principles  of  Burrism? 
This  is  a  delicate  subject — i  speak  with  a  full  con- 
scioUsn.es6  that  it  is/  Now  for  the  last  ism,  Yazoo- 
tttn.  Are  \fe  Yazoo  men  ?  Have  our  enemies 
ever  charged- us  with  this? 

[Mr.  Ranoolpb  here  made  an  allnsion.  which 
from  the  noise  in  the  House  was  not  heard,  to  a 
misconception  hy  Messrs.  Sdmtbb  and  Minioii 
of  a  previoue  remark  made  bv  him  relative  to  mi- 
litia geaeral»-^and  then  asked — Is  thereaman  that 
would  disdain  to  sit  aside  of  such  men?  The 
allusion  I  made  was  fuUv  understood ;  bat  those, 
whom  i(  fitted,  were  willing  to  shift  it  from  their 
own  shoulders  on  those,  whom  it  did  no  fit.J 

I  am  reaUy  sorry,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  time  I 
have  occupied-.    When  I  came  into  the  House 
veaterday,  it  apf^ared  to  me  as  if  the  proqposition 
before  ns  was  to  appoint  a  hoard  of  commissioners 
to  settle  the  account  current  of  every  member  with 
the  House.    We  heard  a  great  deal  of  palaver  and 
blarqey ;  but  of  that  description  which  can  never 
take  me  in.    I  abjure  it.    I  raise  my  hand  against 
it — I  will  never  become  its  dupe.    I  am  willing 
to  allow  that  in  the  heat  of  debate,  expressions 
improper  for  me  to  use,  but  not  improper  in  their 
application  to  those  to  whom  they  referred,  may 
have  escaped  me-*lhe  verba  ardtiuia  of  an  hon- 
est mind.    I  scorn  to  retract  them.    They  were 
made  in  the  presence  of  the  nation,  and  in  their 
presence  I  will  defend  them.    I  will  never  snirel, 
whatever  may  be  the  result.    I  have  moved  that 
the  Commutee  rise,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  existing  ciiwimstanoes.    I  knew  the  moment 
we  adjourned  over  on  Saturday,  that  theold  story 
would  be  repeated,  that  gentlemen  would  seek  the 
Lord — agree  upon  some  given  principle,  that  all 
might  go  together.    And  I  have  not  been  disap- 
pointe£    But  it  is  for  you  to  say,  whether  at  this 
moBMat,  when  you  are  -watching  your  daily  and 
nightly  mails  for  ne#s  froin  Europe,  when  yon 
are  oscillating  betweai  Bonaparte  and  the  coali* 
tion-— you  are  prepared  to  decide  ultimatelv  oa 
this  subject.    I  feel  for  one  th^t  I  am  not.    As  to 
the  accusation  of  being  the  apologist  of  Britain, 
it  is  theidttest  chaijpe  that  ever  vras  made.    When  I 
first  took  a  seat  in  this  House  I  was  deaouoced 
with  being  a  Freirch  partisan,-  because  I  opposed 
those  men  who  then  held  the  rains  of  GknreriMneBt 
in  their  hands  in  their  -measares  for  carrying  ns 
into  was  with  that  nation ;  and  now  that  1  am  for 
pursuing  the  same  course  towards  Great  Briuio, 
which  I  was  then  in  favor  of  pursuing  towards 
France,  I  am  charged  with  being  the  apologist  of 
Britain.    To  this  denunciation  1  am  willing  to 
submit,  which  all  men  must  suhmit  to  who  are 
not  willing  to  i  isk  the  peace  of  their  cooatry. 
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Mr.  Nicholson. — I  second  the  motion,  on  a 
principle  which  has  ^rerned  me  ever  since  the 
Winning  of  this  session.  This  subject  was  earljr 
referred  to  a  select  committee  on  a  motion  offered 
hy  myself,  with  a  view  that  the  flillest  light  mi^ht 
be  thrown  on  the  subject  of  onr  differences  with 
Great  Britain,  and  because J[  belieye  it  so  intimate- 
ly connected  with  the  reTsnue  and  prosperity  of 
the  nation,  it  was  that  I  wished  it  to  be  examined 
by  a  committee  whose  peculiar'  province  it  is  to 
pay  a  particular  attention  to  the  fiscal  affairs  of 
the  Government.  I  had  another  object  in  view, 
which  was  that  the  subject  might  not  be  hurried! 
I  was  of  opinion  that  our  differences  with  Britain 
ought  not  to  be  speedily  acted  upon ;  but  after  the 
subject  had  rested  for  some  time  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  they  were,  on  the 
motion  of  some  gentlemen  when  I  was  absent, 
dbcharged  from  its  further  consi4era(ioo.  On 
my  way  to  (his  place,  after  an  absence  for  which 
•  leave  had  been  granted,  I  n^et  with  a  proposition 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  all  gooos  ffom 
Britain.  I  wa^  never  so  sivuek  witn  aaionjahr 
ment  in  my  life.  If  I  bad  heard  ihal  ihe  Capitol 
bad  tttmbled  into  roinfl,  I  ahonU  pot  have  been  so 
mocla  astODtshed. 

Til  is  proposicioii  prodttired  eeveAil  olbefs.  one 
of  wbich  I  oad  the  honor  to  submit  As  I  nave 
before  said,  I  sFubmitted  this  proposition-  to  meet 
that  of  the  gentleman-  flrom  Pennsylvania,  that 
the  House  and  people  of  this  country  might  take 
into  view  its  wnole  course  and  bearing;  and  that 
they  might  see  the  manner  in  which  the  revenue 


was  likely  to  be  affected  by  it.  I  am  happy  It 
has  produced  this  effect.  Gentlemen  after  debat- 
ing (his  proposition  are  willing  on  all  hands  now 
to  lay  it  aside.  When  I  understood  it  was  to  be 
cftlled  upw  I  begged  the  gentleman  front  Pennsyl- 
vania to  let  it  ne-^I  was  anxious  to  po^pone  it  as 
lottg  as  possible*  I  was  of  opinion  tnat  our  better 
course  was  fo  rise,  if  we  weie  to  meet  o»ly  four 
months  hesKe.  It  is  on  the  saitteneineiple  that  I 
now  advocate  the  rising  of  the  C^mmitlte,  and 
should  we  now  rise,  I  trost  it  wiU  net  be  eonsidet' 
ed  for  a  long  time.  I  have  been  uniformly  of  the 
opinion,  that  if  we  take  measures  with  Britain,  it 
,  ought  to  be  the  last  act  of  the  session.  1  think  we 
ought  to  wait  for  news  from  Europe.  We  have 
had  information,  thoogh  in  some  measure  of  a 
private  nature,  affording  us  reason  to  hope  that 
there  will  be  no  occasion  to  proceed  to  extremi- 
ties. Knowing  this,  and  that  our  affairs  are  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  of  eminent  talents,  second  to  none 
in  this  country,  I  cannot  believe  there  is  any  ne- 
cessity to  act  as  speedily  as  some  gentlemen  wish 
to  do  on  thifi  subject.  In  offering  these  observa- 
tionS)  I  mean  not  to  be  understood  as  abandoning 
the  proposition  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit. 
In  my  judgtnent  it  is  the  best  of  those  offered.  If 
we  do  anything  I  think  we  had  best  adopt  it^  but 
I  do-  not  think  we  are  yet  prepared  to  aet  on  it. 
We  ha^e  at  least  six  ween  yet  to  sit,  for  if  we 
adjourn  before  the  first  of  May,  it  will  be  the  short* 
est  first  session  ander  the  Government.  Why 
then  this  hurry— when  there  is  a  negotiation  de- 
pending, and  when  information  may  be  received 


within  ten  days,  which  may  entirely  change  our 
course?  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  am  for  the 
Committee  rising;  because  I  believe  that  the  late 
events  in  Europe  will  have  such  an  effect  on 
Britain,  as  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  our  Minister 
to  settle  our  afiairs  with  her  amicably ;  and  if  so^ 
I  shall  be  verv  happy.  I  was  so  far  from  being- 
impressed  with  the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  aet 
speedily  on  this  subject,  that  I  was  prepared  lo 
fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution  so  as  to  prevent  it 
from  taking  effect  before  the  first  of  January.  I 
flatter  myself  the  Committee  will  rise,  and  that 
we  shall  refuse  to  take  up  the  subject  for  some 
time. 

Mr.  AL8T09. — I  cannot  see  what  we  are  to  set 
by  the  Committee  rising.  If  I  entertained  tne 
same  ideas  with  th6  genUeman  from  Maryland,  I 
should  be  for  a  course  directty  the  reverse  of  that' 
which  he  recommends.  He  says  we  have  an  im- 
portant negotiation  depending,  and  that  we  may 
daily  expect  to  hear  from  our  Minister  on  that 
subject.  If  there  is  a  probability  of  a  successfoi' 
termination  of  the  negotiation,  can  the  measuret 
we  now  take  have  any  bearing  upon  it?  The 
gentleman  says  he  is  prepared  to  fill  up  the  blank 
with  the  first  of  January.  What  effect  will  this 
have  ?  If  the  negotiation  be  depending^  it  wil( 
show  our  Minister  and  the  British  Administration^ 
the  voice  of  the  nation.  It  is  no  matter  then  howr 
'  soon  we  take  our  measures — the  sooner  the  better* 
I  have  no  idea  the  negotiation  has  terminated  a^ 
this  moment,,  or  will  terminate  until  we'  hare 
taken  our  measures.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  Com« 
mittee  will  not  rise,  but  that  we  shall  take  np  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  which 
I  shaU  ffive  my  most  hearty  apfHrobation. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  then  withdrew  his  motion,  obserr- 
h)g  that  he  was  not  anxious  that  the  resolution 
he  had  offbred  should  be  acted  on  immediatelyi 

Mr.  Alston  renewed  the  motion  for  taking 
into  consideration  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Niobol- 
SON,  prohibiting,  after  a  particular  time^  the  im* 

S>rtation  of  certain  ^eeined  articleo  from  Gfeat 
ritain. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb  again  mfrreik  that  the  Cem- 
mitte  should  riae.  Motion  lost*-yeas  58,  nays  6Sl 
The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Albtom's  motion, 
and  the  Committee^  without  a  division,  agreed  la 
^ike  up  the  proposition  submitted  by  Mr*  Nich- 
olson. 


.  F&iDAT,  Mareh  14. 

A  petition  of  Robert  Peters  and  others,  pro)irf#- 
tors  of  squares  and  lots  in  the  City  of  Wasbingf- 
ton,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read,  prayinff  that  an  act  may  be 
passed  to  authorize  the  recording,  in  the  Sttrveyor% 
office  of  the  city,  of  all  divisions  of  squares  tnt6 
lots,  or  subdivisions  of  lots  already  laid  off;  and 
that  a  certified  transcript  thereof  may  be  admitted 
as  evidence,  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  ^ 
elsewhere.— Referred  to  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Ma- 
ORtrnER,  and  Mr.  Van  Rbnssblabr. 

A  petition  of  Bushrod  Washin^on  and  ImW^ 
renee  Lewis,  of  the  State  of  Vlrgmia,  acting  e*- 
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ecutors  of  the  will  of  General  George  Washing- 
ton, in  behalf  of  tbemselyes  and  the  other  derisees 
under  the  said  will,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  for  the 
purpose  of  confirming  the  title  of  tne  said  execu- 
tors to  certain  lands  on  the  northwest  side  of  the 
ii?er  Ohio,  on  or  near  the  Little  Miama,  granted 
to  their  testator,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
l^undred  and  ninety,  by  the  said  State  of  Virginia, 
and  which  are  found  to  be  within  the  territory 
ceded  by  the  said  State  to  the  United  .States. — 
Heferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
.  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion 
made  yesterday,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
^.That  Major  General  Arthur  St.  Clair  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  in  support  of  his  claim :" 
:  Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
same,  and  that  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
be  assigned  for  that  purpose. 
,  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  of  yesterday,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  to  eon- 
aider  and  report  what  business  is  necessary  to  be 
done  by  Congress,  the  present  session:  Where- 
upon, 

.  Resoltedf  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  resolution,  and  that  Mr.  Eably,  Mr.  John 
Randolph,  Mr.  Grego,  Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  and 
Mr.  Crowninshield,  be  appointed  a  committee, 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 
.  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais,"  with  an 
amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
zence  of  this  House. 

IMPORTATIONS  FROM  GREAT  BRITAni. 

Mr.  Alston  called  for  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
thf  House  to  resolve  itself  ipto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
. .  Mr.  Clabe  moved  to  postpone  this  order  till 
Monday. 

'   The  Speaker  declared  it  out  of  order  to  post- 
pone such  an  order  of  the  day. 
.   The  question  of  going  into  a  Committee  was 
ti^en  put  and  carried — yeas  70. 

The  Committee  having  agreed  to  take  up  the 
Ksolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Nicholson — 

Mr.  MuMFORO  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  with 
great  diffidence  I  rise  to  speak  on  this  question.  I 
am  a  merchant,  unaccustomed  to  speak  in  a  pub- 
lic body.  But,  sir,  when  I  see  the  dearest  inter- 
ests of  my  country  unjustly  attacked  by  a  foreign 
jMtion,  I  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  this  Com- 
mittee while  I  express  my  sentiments  on  these- 
.rious  aspect  of  our  foreign  relations.  Sir,  I  do 
not  wish  to  extenuate  the  conduct  of  any  nation. 
I  have  no  predilection  for  one  foreign  nation  more 
ihan  another.  I  shall  endeavor  to  speak  the  lan- 
gua^  of  an  independent  American. 

Sir,  I  had  indulged  the  hope  that  the  ninth 
Congress  of  the  United  States  had  assembled  to 
deliberate  on  the  momentous  affairs  of  their  coun- 
try as  Americans  3  but,  sir,  it  gives  me  pain,  and 
.1  regret  extremelyr,  to  see  gentlemen  so  far  forget 
4he  interest  of  their  own  country  in  defending  the 


pretended  rights  of  others.  That  there  should  be 
a  difference  of  opinion  respecting  our  own  regu- 
lations, was  to  be  expected,  but  when  your  lawful 
commerce  is  attacked  by  what  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  so  emphatically  turns'' the 
Leviathan  ot  the  Ocean,"  and  attacked,  tck),  con- 
trary to  their  own  acknowledged  principles,  as 
laid  down  in  the  correspondence  between  your 
late  worthy  Minister,  Mr.  King,  and  the  British 
Minister,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
on  the  Clerk  to  read  that  part  of  the  Boston  me- 
morial which  relates  to  that  correspondence. 
[The  Clerk  read  the  article.*] 


*  "  In  1801,  in  consequence  of  a  decree  of  the  Vice 
Admiral^  Court  at  Nassau,  condemning  the  caigo  of 
an  American  vessel  going  from  the  United  States  to  a 
port  in  the  Spanish  colonies,  with  a  cargo  consisting  of 
articles  the  growth  of  old  Spain,  our  highly  respecta- 
ble and  able  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Londcm  imme- 
diately addressed  Lord  Hawkesboiy,  His  Majesty's 
Secretary  fdr  Foreign  Afiurs,  and  remonstrated  in  a  re-  ' 
spectful,  but  firm  and  dignified  manner,  against  this 
infringement  and  violation  of  th^  rights  of  neutrals. 

**  The  remonstrance  met  that  prompt  attention  from 
the  British  Government  which  its  merits  demanded; 
the  subject  was  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Advocate  General,  who  reported  that  the  sentence  of 
the  Vice  Admiral^  Court  at  Nassau  was  founded  in 
error;  that  it  was  now  (1801)  distinctly  understood, 
and  had  been  repeatedly  so  decided  by  the  High  Court 
of  Appeals,  that  the  produce  of  the  colonies  of  the 
enemy  may  be  imported  by  a  neutral  into  his  own 
country,  and  may  be  re-exported  from  thenc^  even  to 
the  mother  country  of  such  colony ;  and  in  like  man- 
ner, the  produce  and  manu&ctures  of  the  mother 
country  may,  in  this  circuitous  route,  legally  find  their 
way  to  &e  colonies ;  that  a  direct  trade  had  not  been 
recognised  as  legal,  and  the  decision  of  what  was,  or 
was  not  a  direct  trade,  was  a  question  of  some  diffi^ 
culty,  and  that  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  had  ex- 
pressly decided,  and  the  Advocate  General  saw  no  rea- 
son to  expect  the  Court  of  Appeals  would  Taiy  the 
rule,  that  landing  the  goods,  and  paying  the  duties  in 
the  neutral  country  breaks  ^e  continuity  of  the  voy- 
age, and  is  such  an  importation  as  legaJizee  the  trade, 
although  the  goods  be  reshipped  in  the  same  vessel, 
and  on  account  of  the  same  neutral  prc^irietors,  and 
forwarded  for  sale  to  the  mother  count^. 

**  The  report  of  the  Advocate  General  was  aeoepted 
by  the  Brkish  Government,  immediately  trananitted 
by  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  King,  and  by  His  Majes- 
ty's express  command,  communicated  by  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  the  principal  Secretary  of  State,  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  with  the  in- 
formation that  it  was  His  Majesty's  pleasure  that  the 
doctrine  laid  down  in  the  Advocate  General's  report 
should  be  immediately  made  known  to  the  several 
judges  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courts,  setting  forth  to 
them  what  is  held  to  be  law  upon  the  subject  fay  the 
superior  tribunals,  for  their  future  guidance  and  di- 
rection. 

^*  Thus  are  obtained  so  recently  as  within  five  years 
the  deliberate  opinions,  on  the  subject  under  discae- 
sion,  of  the  most  eminent  English  civilians,  a^d  of  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty,  corroborated  (if  one  oi  the 
first  law  officers  of  the  Crown  may  be  credited)  by 
the  repeated  decisions  of  the  same  court  of  appeals 
which,  by  its  late  and  contradictory  decree  in  the  i 
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This  is  no  fiction,  sir;  it  b  •  mere  matter  of 
fact.  After  all  this  I  must  confess  I  am  aston- 
ished to  find  gentlemen  in  an  American  Congress 
palliating  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  and 
the  indiscriminate  condemnation  of  our  yessels 
and  cargoes.  Are  we  prepared  to  present  an 
kumblje  address  to  his  most  gracious  Majesty  on 
Che  throne,  praying:  he  would  youchsafe  to  take 
us  in  his  holy  keeping,  pardon  our  former  trans- 

Sessions,  and  accept  ot  us  as  li^e  subjects  whp 
kve  erred  from  the  right  way  7  No,^ir.  We 
are  not  colonists ;  we  are  an  indgiendent  nation. 
Your  acts  and  laws  speak  of  thirty  years,  of  in- 
dependence. I  wish  we  could  conquer  our  pre- 
judices as  jeasilv  as  we  did  our  enemies^  Shall 
we  never  get  rid  of  the  idea  of  colonists  and  de- 
pendents on  Great  Britain  ? 

I  shall  now  commence  my  obseryations  on  our 
unfortunate  fellow-citizens  in  British  bondage; 
and  in  answer  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  whom  I  very  much  respect,  I  do  frank- 
ly acknowledge  that  amongst  all  the  petitions 
presented  to  you  by  the  merchants  of  the  United 
States,  there  is  not  one  word  about  our  impressed 
seamen,  Salem  and  another  port  excepted.  But, 
sir,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  this  Committee,  and  that 
honorable  gentleman,  that  before  we  enter  our  yes- 
sels at  the  cttstom-housCj  we  are  called  upon  to  wit- 
ness the  recording  of  this  tale  of  human  wo  before 
a  notary  public,  stating  all  the  seamen  impressed 
during  the  yoyage.  This  is  immediately  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  correct- 
ness of  which  I  refer  you  to  the  documents  from 
that  department  now  on  your  table.  Sir,  is  it 
decorous,  is  it  candid,  is  it  liberal,  is  it  respectful 


•of  the  Essex,  Ome,  has  caused  so  disastrous  aji  ar- 
s-estation  and  condemnation  of  American  property. 

"  Judgment  thus  perspicuously  stated  and  enforced 
by  this  high  authority,  it  was  fair  ta  consider  as  in- 
tended for  a  beacon  to  die  channel  through  which  neu- 
tral commerce  might  be  prosecuted  with  security.  It 
is  hoped  the  event  will  not  prove  they  were  a  mere 
i^i8  fatxjMB  to  ensnare  the  innocent  and  unsuspi- 
cious. 

*<  At  any  rate,  whether  the  doctrine  were  sound  or 
not,  or  whether  it  injured  Great  Britain  or  not,  it  can- 
not becoine  the  integrity  and  magnanimity  of  a  great 
and  powerful  nation  at  once,  and  without  notice,  to 
leyeoe  her  rule  of  conduct  towards  other  States,  and 
to  proj  upon  the  unprotected  property  of  a  friendly 
Power,  the  extension  of  whose  commerce  had  been  in- 
cited by  the  formal  avowal  of  her  intentions,  and  pros- 
ecuted under  a  reliance  on  her  good  fisdth,  and  from 
the  confidence  reposed  that  her  courts,  uniform  in 
their  principles,  would  never  be  influenced  by  the 
time-serving  politics  of  the  moment. 

'<  But  '^s^hatever  may  have  been  the  motives  for  the 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  efiect  is 
notorious.  From  her  recent  conduct  great  losses  have 
been  sustained ;  our  commerce  has  been  checked  and 
embarrassed,  and  large  quantities  of  produce  are  now 
remaining  locked  up  in  this  oountry  which  were  pui^ 
chased  lor  foreign  markets,  because  our  merchants 
cannot  send  it  abroad  without  taking  ri^ks  on  them* 
■dives  which  prudence  would  not  justify,  or  without  I 
paying  such  rates  for  insurance  as  tiie  trade  of  the! 
oeuiitary  cannot  afford."  | 


to  the  Committee  to  impute  such  unworthy  mo- 
tives to  the  merchants  as  we  have  heard  ex- 
pressed on  this  floor  ?  They  are  men.  sir;  and  I 
believe  candor  will  ailoyr  them  their  share  of  sen- 
sibilityj  and  that  they  sympathize  for  suffering 
humanity  as  much  as  a  planter,  a  farmer,  a  law- 
yer, or  any  class  of  the  community.  Sir,  I  feel 
as  much  as  any  man  for  the  sufferings  of  this 
meritorious  class  of  citizens,  having  been  an  eye* 
witness  to  the  barbarous  treatment  inflicted  by  the 
officers  of  the  British  Government  en  one  of 
them.  He  was  lashed  .to  a  scaffold  on  the  gun- 
wale of  a  boat,  and  whipped  from  ship  to  sl^ip, 
until  he  had  received  fiye  hundred  lashes.  What 
was  the  consequence?  He  expired  the  next 
morning;  What  was  his  crime  ?  He  had  been 
in^pressed  into  their  cruel  bondage,  and  had  en- 
deavored to  regain  his  liberty  !  We  are  asked, 
what  is  the  remedy  for  this  outrage  ?  There  is 
but  one,  sir.  Demand  satisfaction  for  the  past, 
and  in  future  make  your  flag  protect  your  citi- 
zens, at  least  on  th^  high  seas,  the  common  high 
road  of  all  nations.  ^  Your  merchants  can  insure 
their  property  against  this^^  Leviathan  of  the 
Oceaa;"  but  there  is  no  alternative  for  the  poor 
sailor,  he  is  inevitably  doomed  to  cruel  slavery. 

I  now  come  to  speak  of  foreign  nations.  We 
are  told  that  the  American  merchants  cover  Span- 
ish pro{)erty.  This  may  be  the  case.  I  believe 
it ;  but  it  is  to  a  very  limited  amount.  The  Span- 
ish merchants  have  little  capital  at  present  to 
dispose  of.  Their  Government  owes  them  con-  . 
siderable  sums  of  money,. and  the  paper  currency 
of  that  Government  is  at  such  a  discount  (I  bfr> 
lieve  from  40  to  50  per  cent.)  that  they  are  not 
able  to  extend  their  commerce,  if  they  were  ever 
so  much  dispased  to  do  so. 

Respecting  the  French  merchants,  a  great  pro* 
portion  of  them  in  France  are  bankrupts,  in  con- 
sequence of  heavy  gaxes,  contributions,  forced 
loans,  and  all  the  impositions  of  imperial  ingenu- 
ity. That  country  depends  not  on  commerce  for 
her  revenue;  she  collects  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  of  which  twelve 
millions  only  are  levied  upon  commerce,  beinjg 
but  ten  per  cent,  on  the  wliole  revenue.  Their 
merchants  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  extend 
their  business  for  want  of  a  capital,  which  is  a 
fact  that  will  be  acknowledged  oy  all  commer- 
cial men.  They  are  by  no  means  the  favorites  of 
the  Emperor ;  he  grants  them  no  indulgences,  of 
which  the  late  transactions  at  the  national  bonk 
are  a  sufficient  evidence. 

Respecting  Holland,  every  person  conversant 
in  business  knows  the  cautious  calculation  of  the 
Dutch  merchants ;  they  trade  very  little  on  their 
own  account  in  time  of  war.  but  are  constantly 
soliciting  the  American  mercnants  to  make  con- 
signments of  property  to  sell -on  commission. 
And  yet  we  are  told  in  that  oracle,  the  celebrated 
pamphlet.  *^  War  in  Disguise,"  that  France,  Spain, 
and  Holland,  carry  on  the  war  against  Great 
Britain  with  property  covered  by  Americans! 
Will  any  rational  man  believe  them  1 

I  now  come  to  Great  Britain,  sir;  not  one 
word  has  been  said  about  property  covered  for 
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her.  8be  is  itnidadahite ;  she  h  iBDoeent;  she 
can  do  no  wrong.  I  have  good  authority  for  this 
last  expressioo.  The  Kins  says  so.  and  others 
repeat  it.  Sir,  iibmediatefy  upon  the  coalition 
heing  formed  on  the  eolttiiient  of  Europe,  she 
seized  upott  your  unsuspecting  commerce,  and 
surprised  it  with  new  principles  and  new  doc- 
trines in  her  Courts  of  Admiralty,  which  opera- 
ted with  her  ships  of  war  in  the  same  manner  as 
th<)ugh  they  had  actually  received  orders  from 
the  Lords  of  the  Admirahy  (h0w  insidious!  but 
they  understand  decoy)  to  capttrre  and  bring  iu 
all  American  vessels  bound  (o enemy's  ports;  and 
if  by  chance  any  of  them  escape  their  fangsr, 
after  a  mock  trial,  they  are  compelled  to  pay 
ehormous  charges,  from  five  hundred  to  six  hun- 
dred guineas,  and  sometimes  more.  This  oper- 
ates as  a  premium  to  carry  in  all  your  vessels, 
knowing  beforehand  they  will  have  nothing  to 
pay ;  for,  although  you  gain  your  cause,  you 
mtrst  pay  the  costs.  This,  sir,  discourages  your 
cautious  and  best  merchants,  and  they  are  thus 
compelled  to  alnmdoa  and  decline  pursuing  a  lu- 
crative and  lawful  traffic. 

If  ther^  be  any  property  covered  for  Ghreac  Bri- 
tain,! have  every  reason  to  believe,  from  facts  I  will 
state  to  the  committee,  that  it  appertains  almost  ex- 
chisiveiy  to  some  British  memchanis  lately  adopted 
citizens  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  they  take  good 
Gftre  to  keep  all  their  business  in  their  own  bands. 
They  ire  the  hpnest  merchants  who  own  the  hon- 
est vessels  we  have  heard  so  much  about,  and  they 
are  engaged  in  exporting  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other 
produce  of  our  country.  Why  should  they  have 
the  preference?  rt  will  be  asked.  I  will  not  tell 
you  What  I  do  not  kif  ow,  (as  has  been  said  in  this 
Committee,)  but  I  will  tell  yod  what  I  do  know. 
Ski*,  th^  I'eal  Americati  merchants  cannot  enter 
into  cotnpetition  with  them.  They  have  their 
particular  fricmds  in  Bnglandf  who  are  interested, 
and  will  of  course  give  tliem  the  preference.  By 
a  variety  of  w&ys  they  obtain  all  the  freights,  to 
the  exclusion  of  your  vessels.  Sir,  we  are  often 
compelled  to  take  in  ballast  alotlg  side  of  those 
very  shl  ps  who  have  full  freights  engaged.  Thus, 
sir,  the  real  American  merchant  is  the  dupe  of 
these  honest  adopted  British  citi9:ens.  These  are 
youf  slipp^ry-eel  merchants,  so  justly  denomina^ 
ted  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
whose  acme  of  mind  I  much  admire.  They  were 
indeed,  sir,  so  slippery  in  some  of  your  districts, 
that  it  was  found  hecessary  to  pass  a  law  exclude 
ing  all  of  them  who  resided  ill  foreign  countries 
from  owning  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  the 
United  States;  for  a  number  of  them,  after  hav- 
ing made  fortunes  out  of  your  neutrality,  had 
slipped  off  to  Great  Britain  to  spend  the  monev 
afttithe  remainder  of  their  days.  And  in  order 
that  we  might  not  compromit  our  neutrality  in 
this  deceptive  business,  our  National  Legislature 
has  been  careful  to  pass  a  law  in  the  first  session 
of  the  eighth  Congress,  dated  27th  March,  1804, 
to  correct  the  abuse,  wnich  has  in  some  measure 
put  a  check  to  it ;  and  yet  we  are  emphatically 
told  it  is  only  coffee,  sugar,  and  East  India  goods 
that  are  guilty  of  the  sin  of  interfering  with  Bri- 


tish merchants,  those  monopolizers  o#  the  comr 
merce  of  the  whole  world* 

I  mention  these  facts,  sir,  to  vindicate  the  clui'^ 
racter  of  the  real  American  merchants ;  it  will 
stand  the  test  with  that  of  any  other  nation  in  the 
world.  S ir,  look  at  y  onr  re ven ue  system,  examise* 
all  the  records  of  your  distrrdt  courts,  see  )kOW  verf 
few  fines  and  forfeiinres  they  have  incarred,  and 
then  compare  them  with  any  class  of  citizens  yot» 
plea^,  and  you  will,  I  am  confident,  Mr.  Chnir- 
mfiUj  exculpate  them  from  siich  disingenuoas  re- 
flleetiotts  as  have  been  animadverted  upon  in  thi» 
Gomnrittee.  Sir,  they  make  it  a  point  of  honor 
to  discourafife  smuggling,  knowing  ihe  whole  rev- 
enue of  their  country  to  depend  upon  that  fidelity 
which  they  have  never  ceased  to  inculcate,  l 
cannot  but  persuade  mVself  that  on  mature  t^ 
flection,  gentlemen  will  not  withhold  froim  that 
class  of  the  community  the  protection  guarantied 
to  them  by  the  constitution  of  their  oonntry.  It 
is  a  fact  well  known  to  this  Committee  tfadit  the 
Federal  Constitution,  under  which  we  now  bold 
our  seats  in  this  Hbuse,  grew  oat  of  the  great  ia^ 
conveniences  vre  then  experienced  in  our  com*- 
tnercial  af&irs  with  foreign  nations.  Smely  tbey 
^re  not  outlawed,  i  trust  not  sir.  I  hope  better 
treatment  from  the  hands  of  my  country. 

I  now  come  to  the  true  history  and  the  onuse 
of  the  aggressions  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  trace  her  in  all  her  ramificatioDe  of  ftmod 
on  your  neutvality  and  of  injustice  on  your  eom* 
merce.  Sir,  when  the  pvesent  continental  ccAli- 
lion  was  concladed,  the  *^  lords  of  the  ocm^^  with 
that  colossus  the  Bast  Indift  Company,  tfte  mer* 
chants  tniing  from  London  to  the  continent  of 
Europe,  the  West  India  merchants,  and  some  of 
our  honest  adopted  citizens  from  Great  Britain, 
all  agreed  with  commoti  consent  to  be  in  the  fa^- 
ion ;  and  they  formed  a  coalition  against  your  com- 
merce, and  ordered  a  book  to  be  written,  in  which 
they  took  a  conspicuous  part,  called  **  War  in  Dis- 
guise.'' This  was  trulv  on  their  part  war  in  di^" 
gititef  and  the  fiist  act  oi  hostility  they  commenced 
upon  your  unsuspecting  commerce;  and  I  hope 
thev  naay  ultimately  meet  the  fate  of  aU  other 
coalition^,  at  least  as  far  as  rcsnects  our  country^ 
They  had  ordered^  as  all  coalitions  do^  n  large 
snpmy  of  ananKioiiienj  one  hundred  thowHUid 
copies  of  this  iDStrmnent  of  death  to  your  eon* 
merce  W(ft^  dfstribtlted,  at  sixpence  ««eh,  u>  all 
parts  of  the  Biitish  dominions,  in  order  that  fotir 
property  might  be  plundered  for  the  use  of  the 
naval  commanders,  who  could  no  longer  ftttd  anf 
other  property  on  the  ocean.  This  book  says,  ^  they 
must  retire  on  a  handsome  competency  at  the  close 
of  the  war,"  no  matter  from  whom  it  is  taken. 

Next  comes  the  Kast  India  Company,  that  colos- 
sus of  mercantile  avarice,  whose  monopoly  dzaws^ 
into  its  vortex  all  the  demand  for  East  India  pro- 
duce in  Europe.  ITonr  lawful  commerce  to  those 
markets  interfered  with  them,  and  was  conaidered 
incompatible  with  this  monopoly  and  must  be 
doomed  to  destruction. 

Nexr  come  the  merchanta  trading  frotti  Londoft. 
to  the  eontinent  of  Borc^.  They  atiend  the 
|>ubiic  auctions,  purchase  your  condemed  veawJe^ 
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and  their  cargoes,  procure  a  license  from  their 
Croyernment,  and  send  the  same  cargo  on  their  own 
account  to  tl^e  very  market  your  own  citizens  in- 
tended it  for. 

I  now  come  to  some  of  those  honest  adopted 
British  merchants ;  and  in  order  to  elucidate  that 
subject,  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  first  houses  of  respectability  in 
London,  said  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  the  Min- 
ister: 

**  This  Goveimpeat  has  granted  Moenses  to  neotral 
vessels,  who  take  in  a  propoition  of  their  cargoes  in 
Great  Britain,  to  piooeed  to  the  Spanish  colonies  to  the 
south  of  the  line,  provided  the  returned  cargoes  are  to 
be  brought  to  this  country ;  and  I  have  now  several  ex- 
pe^tions  of  this  nature  under  my  direction  for  the  ac- 
count of  houses  on  the  continent,  .who  prefer  subjecting 
themselxes  to  the  conditions  Ministers  have  imposed 
for  the  toleration  of  that  trade,  to  the  risk  of  detention 
and  its  consequences  even  in  the  event  of  restitution." 

This  is  no  fiction,  sir.  it  is  a  fact.  It  cuts  your 
eomi^ierce  like  a  two-eaged  sword,  involves  your 
neutrality,  and  prevents  your  own  merchants  from 
going  to  the  same  market,  the  profit  on  which 
ultimately  centres  in  Great  Britain.  There  are 
at  this,  moment  British  agents  in  two  of  your  com- 
mercial cities,  and  I  suppose  more  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  States  as  well  as  in  Europe,  for  they 
swarm  on  the  industry  of  all  nations.  "They  are 
acting  in  .concert  to  carry,  on  this  licensed  trade 
with  the  Spanish  colonies,  their  enemies  jeopard- 
izing your  neutrality,  to  the  manifest  iojury  of  the 
real  American  merchants.  This  is  a  very  valua- 
ble branch  of  commerce,  as  you  may  reaaily  sup- 
]pQse  from  the  price  that  sagacious  calcoJatine  na- 
tiou  8€U  upon  it.  What  is  the  result  of  all  this  ? 
Why.  sir,  uT  it  were  not  for  the  interference  of  this 
very  Uovernment.so  much  extolled  at  the  expense 
of  your  own,  we  should  enjoy  the  benefit  ourselves. 
They  themselves  license  vessels  to  eaxrj  on  a 
commerce,  which  if  pursued  by  your  citizens^ 
writhout  their  permission,  is  sure  to  be  plundered, 
Thus,  sir,  that  Government  assails  your  commerce 
at  home,  and  condemns  it  abroad,  on  the  most 
Y«xatioH8  and  unwarrantable  pretensions* 

Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  an  important  fact.  Examine  your 
treaty  with  Spain,  your  treaty  with  France,  your 
treaty  with  Holland,  your  treaties  with  some  of 
the  Northern  Powers,  what  do  they  say?  "  Free 
ships  make  free  goods."  What  does  Great  Brit- 
ain say  ?  "  You  shall  give  up  the  goods  of  my 
enemies,"  and  you  acc^e  to  it.  Is  this  recipro- 
cal 1  Is  it  just  ?  Is  it  not  a  humiliating  conces- 
sion? Is  tnis  cause  of  war?  What  says  that 
oracle,  that  celebrated  pamphlet,  on  this  occasion  ? 
Not  a  word,  sir  j  it  is  as  silent  as  the  grave.  Who 
now  has  the  greatest  cause  of  complaint^  Great 
Britain  or  her  enemies?  Her  motto  is  "  Univer- 
sal domination  over  the  seas" — the  common  high- 
way of  all  nations — and,  unless  yon  assert  your 
ri^hU,.yott  will  be  swept  into  the  general  vortex. 
We  are  told  that  this  is  a  war  measure.  If  it  be 
tf  ue,  and  commercial  regulations  are  of  that  na- 
tare,  we  are  at  war  with  Great  Britain  at  this 
very  momtfnt^  foi  she  imposes  four  per  cent,  on 


her  exports  to  our  country.  You  cannot  impose 
any  on  your  export  to  that  country ;  k  is  nncoa- 
stitutional. 

In  the  course  of  debate  on  this  subject,  the  hon* 
orable  gentleman  from  Virginia  oiuerved :  '*  Is 
'  there  a  man  so  credulous  as  to  believe  that  we 
'  possess  a  capital  not  only  eqoal  to  what  may  be 
'  called  our  own  proper  trade,  but  large  enough 
'  to  transmit  to  the  respeetive  jrarent  States  the 
^  vast,  wealthy  products  of  the  French,  Spanisfay 
<  and  Dutch  colonies  ?"  I  will  not  pretend  to  say 
how  much  of  this  wealth  we  do  carry  in  our  own 
vessels.  I  am  sure  we  do  not  transport  the  whole 
of  it ;  but  the  foUowiog  statement  of  the  capital 
employed  in  the  carrying  trade,  (so  called,)  will 
show  that  we  have  sufficient  funds  to  load  our 
own  vesseb,  and  that  it  is  worth  our  while  to  give 
it  protection : 

Agreeably  to  the  IBecretsiy  of  the  Treasury's  report,  it 
appears  we  had  the- lest  year,  673,000  tons  of  ship* 
ping  employed  in  foreign  commeree,  the  net  rsventie 
of  which  has  been  oaUed  the  canying  trade 

$660,000 
Deduct,  to  make  it  average  with  the  tonnage 
of  the  last  thirteen  years  of  neutrality      -    105,000 

746,000 


Five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tons  of  American 
shipMug  have  been  employed  in  foreign  commerce^ 
per  Treasury  reports,  will  average  for  the  last  thir- 
teen years  neutrality,  calculating  at  the  low  estimsr 
tion  of  one  voyage  per  annum  (some  vessels  make 
two  voyages,  and  odiers  are  lo^t,)  it  will  leave  an 
average  of  fourteen  dollars  per  ton  net  gain  to  the 
United  States  for  each  year,  is     -        -  $7,700,000 


Freight  to  Europe,  average  -        -        -        -        »  9% 

East  Indies,  do 60 

Wert  Indies,  do 15 

er 

Deduct  wages,  protislons,  oommissions,  insurance, 
dte 45 

Average  perton  .-...        -.*4a 

Calculating  thirteen  years  of  neutrality,  from  Febnia* 
ry,  17§8,  to  February,  1806,  on  660,000  tons,  th# 
average,  as  above  stated,  makes  $8,446,000  per  an* 
Bum,  gained  in  the  carrying  trade.  It  murt  be  un** 
dentood  that  the  freight  is  calculated  on  the  prodnco 
of  our.  own  soil,  as  well  as  the  foreign  produce  oaf« 
ried  in  our  vessels.  No  reference  to  profit  is  made; 
it  is  uncertain,  but  may  be  presumed  to  be  at  leart 
as  much  as  the  freight      ...  $104,446,000 

Add  to  this,  about  the  actual  capital  of  all 
the  banks  in  the  United  States  -     36,000,00<^ 

To  this  must  be  added  fifty  per  cent.,  as 
mort  of  the  banks  divide  from  eight  to 
nine  per  cent,  per  annum ;  and  as  they 
are  only  allowed  six  per  cent,  per  an* 
num  on  the  capital,  they  murt  of  course 
loan  out  this  amount  to  the  merchants 
and  others,  which  answers  all  the  pur- 
poses of  mon^  ....      17,600,000  • 

Total 166^046,000 
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Is  not  this  sufficient  capital  to  export  the  pro- 
duce of  oar  own  soil,  and  import  that  of  other 
nations,  at  least  so  far  as  our  tonnage  extends  ? 
There  may  be  some  inaccuracies  in  the  above 
statements,  but  I  believe  they  are  substantially 
correct. 

That  celebrated  book,  "  War  in  Disguise" — the 
oracle  of  some  gentlemen— asserts  that  we  do  not 
use  suMir  in  this  country.  How  far  that  is  true, 
I  will  leave  the  Committee  to  decide.  I  believe 
when  the  premises  are  found  to  be  false,  we  may 
conclude  that  very  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on 
the  other  assertions.  I  believe,  sir,  that  this  book 
was  designed  to  operate  a  double  purpose;  first, 
to  attack  your  commerce  with  one' hand,  and  with 
the  other  throw  the  firebrand  between  your  agri- 
cultural and  commercial  interests. 

Gentlemen  may  talk  about  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment fighting  for  its  very  existence.  I  believe  it ; 
but,  sir,  I  entreat  them  to  look  at  home.  See  what 
this  book  and  the  emissaries  of  that  nation  aim  to 
accomplish.  Beware  of  them !  I  believe  it  is  a 
deadly  blow  aimed  at  your  own  existence  by  pro- 
moting discord  and  dissensions  among  the  clash- 
ing interests  of  your  extensive  country,  the  issue 
of  which  no  human  foresight  can  preaict. 

After  all  this,  shall  we  not  relieve  our  citizens 
who  are  held  in  slavery?  Shall  we  let  commerce 
protect  itself?  Shall  we  do  nothing?  Yes,  sir, 
we  will  demand  satisfaction.  The  love  of  coun- 
try is  not  yet  extinguished  in  the  breast  of  Amer- 
icans. No^  sir,  it  is  their  birthright;  it  is  inhe- 
rent in  their  very  nature. 

We  have  heard  a  ereat  deal  about  neutral  rights 
among  nations.  There  is  no  such  thing  at  this 
day.  Sir.  I  consider  them  all  alike.  Power  is 
right.    The  following  will  show  it: 

The  ship  Little  Cornelia,  belonging  to  the  dis- 
trict whicn  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  was 
taken  and  carried  into  Great  Britain.  The  cap- 
tain informed  his  owner  she  was  likely  to  be  con- 
demned. The  news  of  the  capitulation  of  Ulm 
arrives;  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  is 
suspended.  A  few  days  afterwards  Lord  Nelson's 
victory  is  announced;  and,  when  the  court  met, 
she  was  condemned,  vessel  and  cargo.  You  can 
no  more  depend  upon  the  doctrines  of  her  Courts 
of  Admiralty  than  you  can  upon  her  Ministry. 
Witness  the  correspondence  between  your  late 
Minister,  Mr.  Kinff,  and  Lord  Hawkesbury.  Sir, 
there  is  a  kind  of  legerdemain  in  all  this  business 
to  filch  you  of  your  property.  Sir  William  Scott, 
whose  private  character  (out  of  office)  is  very 
much  respected,  is,  if  I  am  correctly  informed, 
one  of  the  Privy  Council;  and  it  is  there,  tir,  that 
your  neutral  rights  are  arbitrated,  according  to 
the  favorable  or  adverse  news  they  may  have  re- 
ceived. 

Sir,  I  w!ll  not  pledge  myself  for  this  gentle- 
man's or  that  gentleman's  resolution ;  but,  sir,  I 
will  agree  to  adopt  such  strong  measures  as  shall 
command  redress.  I  will  not  tamely  submit  to 
such  lawless  aggressions.  No,  sir,  I  will'  not. 
We  are  not  sent  here  to  legislate  for  any  particu- 
lar section  of  our  country;  we  are  sent  to  promote 
the  general  welfare.    I  hope,  and  do  repose  that 


confidence  in  this  honorable  body,  that  we  shall 
unite  in  one  common  cause,  and  rally  round  our 
Constitution;  give  protection  to  the  North,  to  the 
South,  to  the  Sast,  and  to  the  West ;  and,  as  the 
storm  threatens,  place  full  powers  in  the  hands  of 
our  political  captain  to  guide  the  ship,  weather 
out  the  storm;  and  conduct  the  bark  to  her  de- 
sired haven. 

Mr.  Chandler. — Mr.  Chairman,  unaccustomed 
as  I  am  to  public  speaking,  it  is  with  extreme  dif- 
fidence that  I  rise  to  make  a  few -observations  on 
the  measures  now  under  consideration ;  but  the 
subject  is  so  important  that  I  am  unwilling  to 
give  a  silent  vote. 

It  appears  to  be  acknowledged  by  all  the  gentle- 
men wno  have  spoken  before  m^  that  we  have, 
just  cause  of  complaint  against  Great  Britain ; 
that  she  has  impressed  our  seamen  and  compelled 
them  to  serve  on  board  her  ships  of  war.  to  the 
number  of  several  thousand ;  that  she  hotels  them 
in  the  most  degrading  servitude,  and  compels 
them  to  fight  her  battles  against  a  nation  with 
whom  we  are  at  peace,  and  that  she  has  seized 
and  condemned,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  usage,  our  ships  and  property  to  a  very  large 
amount.  This  fact^  Mr.  Chairman,  is  so  evident 
and  notorious,  that  it  would  be  trifling  with  the 
time  of  this  Committee,  were  I  to  attempt  to  in- 
troduce new  evidence  to  prove  it. 

This  point  being  conceded^  it  then  remains  to 
be  determined  whether  we  will  tameljr  submit  to 
these  wanton  aggressions  upon  our  rights  as  an 
independent  and  a  neutral  nation,  or  have  recourse 
to  measures  of  some  kind  calculated  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  the  past,  and  security  for  the  future* 
The  firstj  Mr.  Chairman,  ought  to  be  put  oat  of 
the  question.  To  submit,  without  opposition,  to 
so  wanton  and  so  flagrant  violation  of  our  rights, 
would  render  us  unworthy  the  name  of  Ameri- 
cans. For  what  did  we  contend  with  this  same 
Great  Britain  in  1775  and  the  succeeding  years? 
When  we  were  few  in  numbers,  and  at  first  with- 
out arms,  without  ammunition,  without  money. 
or  other  established  resources,  and  without  allies  ? 
Sir,  a  Warren,  a  McClary,  a  Montgomerr  a 
Mercer,  and  a  host  of  heroes,  fought,  and  hied, 
and  died— for  what  ?  For  the  rights,  the  liber- 
ties, the  freedom,  and  independence  or  our  coun- 
try. And  shall  we,  Mr.  Chairman,  without  one 
effort,  surrender  those  dear-bought  rights  and 
privileges,  the  price  of  which  was  the  best  blood 
of  our  countrymen?  No,  sir,  we  shall  not,  we 
will  not  do  it;  our  faces  would  be  covered  with 
shame^  and  disgrace  as  well  as  injury  descend  to  • 
our  children.  But,  sir,  this  Committee  will  not 
consent  to  a  surrender  of  those  rights,  which  ther 
are  constituted  to  guard  and  protect.  They  will, 
I  presume,  at  least  a  great  majority  of  them,  be 
disposed  to  take  measures  sufficiently  strong  to 
compel  that  haughty  nation  to  do  us  justice. 

I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  only  difference  in 
opinion  with  most  of  us  is,  what  measures  will  be 
most  likely  to  have  the  desired  effect,  with  the 
least  injury  to  ourselves.  For  my  own  nart  I 
was  in  favor  of  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.    I  allude  Co 
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the  one  which  has  been  several  days  under  dis- 
cussion.   I  w^s  in  favor  of  it,  because  I  believe  it 
would  be  the  most  effectual ;  and  no  man  I  think 
can  doubt  our  right  to  adopt  such  a  measure,  it 
being  only  a  commercial  regulation,  such  as  every 
independent  nation  may  rightfully  make  when- 
ever her  interest  or  convenience  require  it.    It 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  most  likely  to  effect  our 
object,  because  it  would  most  deeply  touch  that 
tender  point,  their  interest;  and  it  is  their  in- 
terest wnich  governs  them.    If  we  forsake  their 
workshops  and  warehouses,  it  will  materially 
affect  their  manufactures  and  trade.    Indeed,  to 
use  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
yania,  it  will  reach  the  vitals  of  her  commerce; 
and  if  it  were  to  go  to  the  vitals  of  their  nation, 
the  fault  is  not  ours;  they  are  the  aggressors,  we 
act  on  the  defensive  only.    If,  sir,  that  nation  has 
two  million  of  people  employed  in  the  cloth  man- 
ufacture alone,  as  was  stated  by  a  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (which  number,  however,  I  think 
too  large,^  she  must  at  least  have  four  millions 
in  the  whole  employed  in  manufactures  of  all. 
kinds.    We  take  from  her  of  these  manufactures 
to  the  amount  of  thirty  millions  annually — a  mat- 
Iret  for  which  she  cannot  find  elsewhere.    Inter- 
dict the  importation  of  her  goods,  and  what  is  the 
consequence  ?  She  cannot  pay,  and  therefore  can- 
not employ  her  workmen.    She  will  not  find  her 
account  in  manufacturing  goods  annually  to  the 
amount  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  more  th^n 
she  can  find  a  market  for ;  therefore  her  work- 
men, at  least  one  million  of  them,  will  be  out  of 
employment.    How  are  they  to  subsist?   How 
can  they  get  their  bread  ?  Other  means  they  have 
not:  they  cannot  find  any  other  occupation ;  and, 
if  they  could,  they  are  not  fitted  for  them.    This 
derangement  of  business  must  be  severely  felt; 
their  merchants  and  manufacturers  will,  I  believe. 
be  persuasive  advocates  for  us.    They  will  feel 
the  evil,  and  will  powerfully  press  the  Govern- 
ment to  do  us  justice.    The  Minister  will  be  con- 
vinced of  the  danger.    He  will  be  careful  not  to 
suffer  our  custom  to  be  diverted  from  JSngland ; 
for  he  knows  if  the  channel  of  our  trade  is  once 
turned)  it  will  not  easily,  if  ever^  be  restored.  He 
will  pause  before  he  finally  drives  his  best  bus* 
tomer  to  the  necessity  of  leaving  him ;  for  he  can* 
not  be  ignorant  that  our  trade,  consisting  of  the 
exportation  of  raw  materials,  and  the  importation 
of  wrought  manufactures,  will  be  courted  by  other 
nations,  who  will  soon  find  it  for  their  interest  to 
-aecommodate  us  with  a  supply  of  our  demands 
on  satisfactory  terms.    I  consider,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  oor  commerce  is  and  will  be  so  available  to 
the  nations  of  Europe,  as  to  furnish  us  the  means 
of  commanding  respect  aqd  procuring  justice  by 
comnxercial  regulations.  I  have  no  fear  that  Qreat 
Britain  will  venture  on  a  war  with  us ;  but  if, 
from  a  predetermination  to  quarrel  with  us  at  all 
events,  she  should  make  a  commercial  regulation, 
or  ^  any  other  of  our  measures,  a  pretext  for  hos- 
tilitiesi,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  by  certain  gentlemen,  to 
disparage  the  troops  or  militia  of  our  own  coun- 
Ujf  and  of  our  weakness,  inferiority,  and  inability 


to  defend  ourselves,  and  to  prove  the  invincible 
power  of  Great  Britain,  yet  I  trust  she  would  still 
nnd  us  Americans. 

Have  gentlemen,  who  speak  so  degradingly  of 
the  American  character,  forgotten  Bunker's  Hill, 
Bennington.  Bemen's  Height,  Saratoga,  Eutaw 
Springs,  King's  Mountain,  Yorktown,  Tripoli, 
Derne,  and  many  other  places,  which  have  wit- 
nessed the  heroism  of  our  citizen  soldiers  and 
seamen  ?  If  they  have,  Great  Britain  has  not,  nor 
has  the  American  nation.  Our  country  pos- 
sesses ample  means  of  defence,  and  will  be  found 
to  have  spirit  enough  to  use  them  when  necessity 
requires  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  measures  we  may 
adopt,  I  consider  it  of  importance  that  we  should 
enter  upon  them  with  a  majority  as  nearly  ap- 
proaching to  unanimity  as  possible,  and,  there- 
fore, although  I  should  prefer  a  total  non-importa- 
tion to  this  proposition  for  prohibiting  certain 
enumerated  articles  of  British  manufactures,  yet 
as  the  principle  is  the  same,  and  the  difference  is 
only  in  the  degree  of  its  application,  I  am  willing 
to  meet  other  gentlemen  on  this  middle  ground. 
Perhaps  this  measure  may  prove  efficacious ;  if 
so  we  shall  be  satisfied ;  if  not,  I  presume  the  na- 
tion and  Congress,  at  another  session,  will  be  pre- 
pared and  determined  to  have  recourse  to  such 
measures  as  the  God  of  nature  has  placed  within 
our  power  to  protect  our  national  rights.  Under 
this  impression  I  shall  give  my  vote  for  the  reso- 
lution, and  wait  the  event. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — I  should  have  been  better 
pleased  if  the  gentleman  who  has  so  eloquently 

glinted  the  wrongs  which  we  have  received  from 
ritain  had,  instead  of  telling  us  of  the  disease, 
pointed  out  the  remedy.  The  gentleman  a  few 
days  ago  offered  himself  as  a  collateral  security 
for  the  facts  stated  by  the  President  and  our  illus- 
trious Minister  at  the  Court  of  London.  Did  the 
gentleman  believe  that  what  we  could  not  take 
from  them,  W9  should  accept  from  him  7  That 
our  commerce  has  been  pirated  upon  and  our 
seamen  impressed  we  all  knew  before.  But  where 
is  the  remedy  ?  Gentlemen  say  they  are  for  taking 
commanding  ground,  that  will  insure  respect. 
Where  is  it  ?  Let  them  give  in  their  project.  Is 
this  the  remedy,  or  is  this  the  time  ?  Gentlemen 
tell  us  we  ought  not  to  stop  short  of  indemnity  for 
the  past  and  security  for  the  future.  Are  they 
then  for  going  to  war  with  Britain  on  the  same 
ground  which  Mr.  Pitt  took  with  the  French  Re- 
public ?  Do  they  expect  success  in  their  project  ? 
And  is  peace  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  interests  of 
this,  people  compromitted,  until  what  they  please 
to  call  indemnity  and  security  shall  be  obtained? 
Are  they  for  going  to  war  with  Spain  and  France, 
and  making  a  similar  convention  with  them  that 
we  some  time  since  made  with  Britain  for  spolia- 
tion9  committed  on  our  commerce,  and  then  by  a 
kind  of  legerdemain  draw  from  our  own  pockets 
wherewith  to  pay  for  those  very  spoliations  ?  Is 
this  the  indemnity  they  expect  to  obtain?  I  want 
none  of  it.  I  almost  dread  to  see  a  convention 
with  any  Power  across  the  Atlantic,  with  a  stipu- 
lation to  pay  money,  as  I  fear  its  only  tendency 
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would  be  to  deprive  us  of  that  we  have  left. 
Make  any  sort  of  convention  jou  please,  and 
something  will  scarcely  fail  to  tall  out  between 
the  cup  and  the  lip,  by  which  you  will  have  to 
pay  the  debts  due  to  you  by  others.  By  some 
sort  of  legerdemain,  the  money  of  your  bona  fide 
citizens  will  get  into  the  pockets  of  your  di- 
plomatists or  their  creatures  on  this  and  the 
other  side  of  the  water,  into  the  hands  of  bureau 
men.  of  counting-house  politicians.  But  I  find 
gentlemen  undertake  to  say,  because  I  am  indis- 
posed to  eo  to  war,  I  am  the  advocate  and  apolo- 
gist of  Great  Britain ;  and  because  I  quote  the 
able  pamphleteer,  who  stands  forth  the  godfather 
of  the  doctrines  contained  in  it,  I  abjure  them ; 
and  so  far  from  costing  me  six  cents,  they  cost 
me  one  hundred  and  fifty  ;  and  I  consider  that  a 
better  bargain  than  the  other  pamphlet,  which  did 
not  corit  me  a  sous.  Am  I  to  be  considered  as 
the  apologist  of  Britain,  because  the  defence  of 
thi»  country  has  been  committed  to  weak  advo- 
cates, or  because  its  cause  has  been  weakly  de- 
fended or  treacherously  abandoned?  No;  I  am 
the  advocate  of  the  circumstances  of  the  times — 
of  the  Constitution  of  this  people — of  common 
senfe — of  expediency.  What  does  the  gentleman 
from  New  x  ork  tell  you  ?  I  admire  the  resent- 
ment he  feels  for  the  wrongs  committed  on  our 
country,  and  I  entertain  a  respect  for  him.  He 
tells  you  everything  I  have  told  you— that  Ameri- 
can merchants  are  employed  in  covering  enemy's 
property.  No,  he  draws  a  distinction  between 
native  and  adopted  merchants;  and  says  that  he 
considers  the  latter  as  the  root  of  the  evil.  I 
agree  that  this  trade  is  carried  on  by  foreigners 
naturalized  among  as«  But  the  gentleman  says 
the  other  nations  of  Europe  treat  us  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  free  ships  make  free  goods;  while 
Great  Britain  treats  us  pn  the  opposite  principle, 
and  contends  for  the  principle  of  contraband  of 
war,  and  the  liability  of  enemy's  property  to 
seizure.  Why  is  there  this  difference  ?  Because 
those  who  treat  on  the  principle  of  the  mare  li- 
berum  find  it  (heir  interest  to  treat  on  this  prin- 
ciple. But  do  they  who  have  the  mastery  of  the 
ocean  consider  it  as  their  interest  1  And  yet  the 
gentleman  arraigns  one  country  for  being  gov- 
erned by  her  own  interest,  while  he  applauds  an- 
other for  being  governed  by  the  same  feelings. 

But  the  gentleman  says  the  Federal  Constitution 
grew  out  of  commerce.  Indeed !  I  have  always 
understood  It  grew  out  of  the  feeble  and  lax  state 
of  our  Federation.  I  have  no  doubt  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce,  and  the  hope  of  obtaining  an 
adequate  revenue,  aided  its  formation.  But  will 
the  gentleman  undertake  to  say  the  Constitution 
was  made  to  give  us  the  mastery  of  the  seas?  If 
80, 1  will  be  glad  to  see  how  he  makes  it  out.  Will 
he  say  the  finger  of  Heaven  points  to  war? 

The  gentleman  informs  us  that  Great  Britain 
lays  an  export  duty.    This  is  the  best  reason  the 

Gentleman  could  have  urged  against  his  own  idea, 
t  proves  her  conviction  that  no  other  nation  can 
rival  her  in  her  manufactures.  But  it  is  said  you 
cannot  lay  such  a  duty  on  your  articles.  Thank 
God,  you  cannot— may  it  always  be  so.    In  the 


first  session  in  which  t  was  in  Congress,  I  heard 
asentleman  from  Massachusetts,  then  in  the  Chair 
of  this  House,  deplore  our  inability  to  carry  on 
war  measures  with  France,  when,  if  we  could  only 
have  laid  a  duty  of  one  or  two  dollars  a  hogshead, 
on  tobacco,  we  might  have  been  enabled  to  carry 
them  on.    I  said,  then,  I  was  glad  we  were  prohib- 
ited from  laying  such  a  duty.    I  now  say  so.    I 
think  it  the  wisest  provision  in  the  Constitntion. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  greatest  man  that  ever 
lived,  or  ever  will  live,  that  the  cause  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  England  over  France  in  1756.  was, 
that  France,  instead  of  being  satisfied  witti  her 
superiority  on  the  continent,  by  attempting  to  pro- 
tect commerce  and  distant  colonies,  strove  for  the 
mastery  of  the  sea.    This  infatuation  carried  hei 
from  her  proper  element  and  enabled  Great  Brit- 
ain to  aggrandize  herselt  on  the  ocean.    The  mo- 
ment that  France  attempts  to  cope  with  Great 
Britain  on  the  ocean,  she  lays  bare  the  heel  of 
Achilles,  and  exposes  her  most  vulnerable  point  to 
her  adversary ;  and  this  it  was  that,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  Chatham,  turned  the  fate  or  that  war  so 
memorably  conducted  under  his  auspices.    Bat  iC 
seems  the  late  news  from  Europe  is  to  have  some 
effects  ofi  our  discussions.    On  this  news  the  fate 
of  this  nation  is  to  be  suspended.    But,  from  its 
complexion,  I  draw  a  conclusion  diametrically  op- 
posite from  that  inferred  by  gentlemen.    I  cannot 
nehp  it.    Gentlemen  may  call  me  a  British  parti- 
san, as,  when  the  doors  were  closed,  they  called  me 
a  Spanish  partisan ;  or  asjwhen  I  first  came  into 
public  life,  I  Was  called  a  French  partisan.    Be  tt 
so.    I  cannot  agree  to  take  these  measures  for  the 
defence  of  a  trade  which  does  not  amount  to  more 
than  eight  per  cent,  upon  our  whole  commerce. 
For  such  is  the  state  or  our  tonnage,  that  the  for- 
eign tonnage  does  not  exceed  fourteen  per  cent,  of 
the  whole.    What  is  our  fair  proportion  ?    Fifty 
per  cent.    Instead  of  this,  we  have  eighty-five  per 
cent.,  and  for  the  other  fourteen.    For  this  grasp- 
all,  lose-all  principle,  the  nation  is  now  to  be 
plunged  into  a  war.    I  say  I  am  unwilling  to  grasp 
at  a  shadow  and  lose  the  substance — to  jeopardize 
the  whole  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  a  vain 
attempt  to  engross  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
But,  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  Congress 
in  relation  to  this  business,  I  hope  to  see  one  tning 
done  before  we  rise :  I  hope  to  see  the  resolation 
which  was  under  consideration  yesterday  acted 
on  aflSirmatively  or^negatively,  or  withdrawn;  and 
not  for  a  light  reason.    It  hangs  as  a  dead  weight 
on  the  price  of  every  article  of  our  produce.    It 
has  already  depressea  the  prices  of  your  rice,  cot- 
ton, fiour,  and  tobacco.    And  I  am  astonished  to 
see  measures  permitted  to  be  hung  up  tn  teiio)vn 
for  no  possible  good  purpose  whatever. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  given  us 
an  animated  picture  of  the  despotism  of  the  Brit* 
ish  on  the  ocean.  Would  that  that  despotism  did 
not  exist!  But  will  the  gentleman,  supposing 
success  on  our  part  possible,  say,  that  if  we  suc- 
ceed in  breaking  down  the  tyranny  of  Great  Brit- 
ain on  the  ocean,  another  Power  will  not  succeed 
to  its  mastery  ?  No ;  its  only  effect  will  be,  that 
the  same  Power  which  is  now  the  tyrant  m  the 
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land,  vill  be  then  also  the  tyrant  of  the  ooean.  It 
will  be  still  her  interest  to  drive  us  from  the  ocean  \ 
tg  Tei  and  oppress  oar  trade-*there  will  be  only  a 
4nftBge  of  masters — with  this  difference,  that  there 
will  remain  no  Power  to  balance  chat  of  oar  ene- 
my. But  gentlemen  reiterate  the  question,  Will 
yoa  do  nothing  ?  I  hare  always  thonght  it  better 
to  remain  idle  than  to  do  what  wouui  be  woye 
than  nothing.  But  I  woold  take  this  eouree:  I 
would  remonstrate  with  Britain ;  I  would  tell  her 
of  the  wrongs,  done  to  the  American  people ;  I 
would  tell  her  how  absord  it  was  for  her,  under 
existing  cironmslaaces.  to  compel  us  to  throw  our 
wvight  into  the  scale  of  her  enemy  \  I  wocdd  put 
this  qnestion  home  to  her,  Are  you  mad  enough 
to  increase  the  number  of  y  onr  enemdes  ?  Do  vou 
vnhie  public  opinion  as  nothing  ?    This  is  the  kn- 

Siage  I  would  hold,  nnd  would  tneat  with  her  on 
ir,  on  reeiproeal  principles ;  not  On  the  princi- 
ples of  the  DeLpbie  oracle--a  reeiprocitjr  to  the 
ear,  hat  net  to  the  sense.  But,  truly,  il  sentle- 
mcn  are  for  goin^^  to  war.  for  enforcing  a  right  bot- 
tomed on  the  principle  that  free  ships  make  free 
goods,  they  may  make  war  till  there  is  not  a  Brit- 
ish plank  on  the  ooean ;  for  they  never  wilf  cede, 
they  never  ought  to  cede,  this  principle.  I  say 
they  oiM^ht  not,  for  I  take  it  for  graoted  that  na- 
tion will  be  governed^  by  Ministers  of  common 
senae  \  and  no  such  BAinieter  but  must  see  a  death- 
blow to  British  greatness  in  the  establishment  of 
it.  Ace  yoo,  therefore,  the  advocates  of  this  na- 
tion, becanse  you  «rr  tbey  ought  not  to  give  np 
what  they  never  will  surrebder-^what  they  can- 
not ffi ve  op  Wfthoat  committing  Kfeio  de  wij  Yes, 
air.  I  have  said  what  I  am  willing  to  do.  There 
is  a  pending  negotialion ;  and  the  late  events  in 
Bnrope,  while  they  will  greatly  faciliute  that 
negotiation,  make  it  yoar  interest  not  to  oo-oper- 
ate  in  potting  down  this  people,  unless  yoo  think 
it  the  safort  for  the  world  that  the  aceplseof  the 
aea  aind  the  land  «heold  be  in  the  same  hands. 

Mr.  J.  Gjuat  said  he  was  sorry  the  Committee 
iveae  determined  to  press  this  suhfeet.  He  be- 
licrved  a  delay  of  four  or  five  days  would  b«  hn- 
jMTtant;  he  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee 
flfaoold  rise. 

Mr.  ALaioN  said,  it  would  certainly  be  mine- 
ceasary  for  the  Committee  to  rise,  with  a  view  to 
deeide  upon  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Gtanoo.)  The  Com- 
mittee having  refbsed  in  the  first  instance  to  take 
up  this  resolution,  and  having  acted-  upon  tbat 
wJaieh  had  been  sabmtttod  hv  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  NiCHOuioif,)  VMM  a  sufficient  evi- 
'denceof  the  sense  of  this  House  as  to  its  finaladop- 
■tion  or  rejeotioa.  The  newspapers  emanating 
fiKNDB  this  place  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
woold  convey  the  sense  of  the  House  as  folly  npon 
the  Teseltttion  as  thouffh  a  final  voteshooU  have 
been  taken ;  and  should  the  resolution  ofisned  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  be  now  decided 
upon,  and  agreed  to,  every  one  would  be  satisfied 
tnat  the  one  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn? 
sjivania  woold  not  be  adored. 

Mr.  A.  said  it  was  time— high  time— that  this 
Hooas  had  ooom  to  some  detapunatton  apon  this 


important  subject.    It  was  time  that  the  public 
mind  was  put  to  rest.    It  was  time  that  the  Amer- 
ican people  were  informed  of  the  extent  that  we 
intended  to  go,  and  of  the  steps  we  intended  to  take 
towards  Creat  Britain,  in  order  to  meet  the  ag' 
gressions  committed  by  that  Government  upon 
the  commerce  of  our  country.    He  verily  did  be- 
lieve the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  the  meriu  of  which  it  was  in  order 
upon  tbe  present  motion  to  discuss,  better  calcu- 
lated to  have  the  desired  effect  upon  that  Govern- 
ment on  whom  it  was  intended  to  operate,  than 
any  other  plan  or  project  which  had  been  submit- 
tea  or  talked  of,  inasmuch  as  it  was  only  a  com- 
mercial regulatioa  or  restriction  acknowledged 
by  all  Governments  in  the  world  to  be  perfectly 
within  the  control  of  every  independent  nation. 
Some  gentlemen  had  thought  it  not  sufficieotly 
strong— that  something  more  efficient  should  be 
adopted.    For  his  part,  he  did  believe  it  much 
stronffor,  as  to  the  effect  it  would  have  in  bring- 
ing Great  Britain  to  terms  of  amicable  adjustment, 
than  that  which  had  been  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  and  which  was  now 
sleepiuff  on  the  table.    This,  Mr«  A.  said,  was  that 
kina  of  commercial  regulation  tbat  carried  with 
it  the  appearance  of  a  determination  to  persevere 
in  it ;  and,  in  his  humble  opinion,  it  was  well  cal- 
culated to  distress  that  nation  who  had  so  long 
persisted  in  a  regular  system  of  aggression  towar& 
us.    On  the  contrary,  that  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
such  a  one  as  Great  Britain  would  plaioly  dis- 
cover we  ourselves  did  not  mean  to  persevere  in, 
because  it  would  readily  be  seen,  that,  whUe  it 
dtstresasd  hGr,it  would  be  ei^iially  ioiurioos  to  as. 
Another  reason  suggested  itself  why  he  would 
prefo  the  fesokiiioa  now  under  discussion.    It 
seemed  to  be  understood,  on  all  aides,  ^let  whtch 
should  be  adored,  or  whatever  course  should  be 
pursued,  that  no  system  was  to  go  into  <^raticii 
immediately— that  full  time  was  to  he  given  for 
an  attempt  at  friendly  negotiation.    It  was  intend- 
ed as  an  expression  of  public  sentiment.  .  It  was, 
therefore,  of  i^eat  importance  to  this  nation,  thtt 
the  sentiment  eipressad  should  be  with  as  much 
unanimity  as  possible.    It  was  evident  to  att  that 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pean- 
sylrania,  from  the  violent  opposition  it  had  met 
with,  could  not,  if  carried  at  all,  be  carried  by  that 
nugorily  that  the  one  now  under  discussion  could. 
If,  therefore,  he  in  the  first  instance  had  been  in 
favor,  he  should,  after  the  discussion  which  had 
already,  taken  place,  think  himseli^  lor  the  sake  of 
harmony  alone,  perfectly  justified  in  abaadoniiv 
it.    The  cesolutian  now  under  discussion,  wbich 
was  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
could  not  be  objected  to,  as  th6  other  had  been,  on 
the  ground  of  its  being  in  any  manner  whatever 
calculated  to  produce  war,  if  adopted  in  the  full 
extent  in  which  it  was  submitted.    The  object  of 
the  present  resolution  is  a  prohibition  of  certain 
artiaes,  tbe  growth  and  maoufacture  of  Gfeat 
Britain  aad  her  dependencies,  from  beinff  imported 
into  the  United  Slates ;  most  of  which  articles, 
Mr*  A.  said,  he  was  advised  by  those  better  at- 


795 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


796 


H.ofR. 


Non-ItnportatUm  of  Goods  from  Great  Britain. 


March,  1806. 


quainted  than  himself  with  mercantile  transac- 
tions, could  be  obtained  from  other  countries  $  and 
those  which  could  not  be  obtained,  we  could  either 
do  very  well  without,  or  raise  within  ourselves. 
What  effect,  then,  would  this  measure  have  upon 
Great  Britain?  No  person  would  deny  that  it 
would  lessen  in  her  own  country  the  value  of  her 
manufactures.  Whilst  our  citizens  at  home  were 
perfectly  content,  the  voice  of  the  artisan,  the  man- 
ufacturer, and  the  laborer  in  Great  Britain,  would 
be  raised  against  the  aggressions  committed  by 
their  own  Government,  which  caused  us,  and  in 
fact  compelled  us,  in  self-defence,  to  enter  into  the 
regulation  proposed. 
It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 

iMr.  Early,)  and  also  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
and  (Mr.  Nicholson,)  that  the  agriculturist  was 
not  interested  in  the  carrying  trade.  Although, 
Mr.  Alston  said,  he  knew  very  little  about  com- 
mercial matters,  never  having  been  concerned  in 
mercantile  transactions,  yet  he  thought  he  could 
prove  to  the  Committee,  and  to  the  world,  that 
they  were  inseparably  connected  together,  and 
the  price  which  the  agriculturist  obtained  for  his 
produce  greatly  depended  upon  the  encourage- 
ment and  protection  given  by  Government  to  this 
very  carrym^  trade.  Whether  the  produce  raised 
hj  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
ffia  and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  carcied 
first  to  the  West  Indies,  and  exchianeed  for  arti- 
cles the  growth  and  manufacture  of  those  islands, 
and  then  brought  to  this  country  and  reshipped  to 
European  mar  sets,  he  would  not  pretend  to  say; 
but  this  much  he  would  say,  and  say  it  truly,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  produce  raised  by  his  con- 
stituents first  found  a  market  in  the  West  Indies, 
was  there  exchanged  for  the  productions  of  those 
islands^  and  then  carried  to  the  mother  countries; 
by  which  means  the  value  was  greatly  enhanced. 
On  the  contrary,  if  this  carrying  trade  shall  not 
be  protected,  and  this  mode  of  exchange  of  pro- 
duce is  put  an  end  to,  what  will  become  of  the 
large  quantity  of  corn  and  pork  raised  in  this 
country,  which  finds  a  market  nowhere  else  7 — 
Everybody  knows  there  is  not  specie  in  those 
islands  sufficient  to  purchase  it,  and  if  exchanged 
for  West  India  produce,  our  markets  are  already 
overstocked;  no  merchant  will  buy  our  produce, 
to  exchange  for  an  article  that  must  rot  in  his 
warehouse.  It  must,  therefore,  evidently  appear 
to  everybody  that  unless  our  com  and  our  pork 
are  exchanged  for  West  India  produce,  and  that 
produce  permitted  to  be  sent  abroad  to  find  a  mar- 
ket, large  quantities  must  and  will  be  wasted  in 
the  barns  and  granaries  of  those  who  raise  it 

It  could  not,  therefore,  Mr.  A.  said,  be  expected 
from  him,  to  abandon  to  Great  Britain  the  principle 
by  her  contended  for,  when  the  greater  part  of  the 
produce  raised  by  his  constituents  consisted  in 
the  articles  of  corn  and  pork.  He  believed  he 
might  say  with  safety,  that  no  part  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  same  extent  of  territory,  raised  an 
equal  proportion  of  those  two  articles' with  that 
he  had  the  honor  of  representing  upon  this  floor. 
He  thought  it,  therefore,  clearly  proved,  that  if 
produce  of  this  country  now  carried  to  tne  West 


India  islands  was  to  be  disposed  of  for  nothing 
but  specie,  and  for  articles  which  were  only  to  m 
consumed  in  the  United  States,  that  a  great  de- 
pression of  the  price  of  our  produce  must  inevita- 
bly follow.  On  the  contrary,  by  affording  a  pro- 
per and  necessary  protection  to  the  carrying  trade, 
our  produce  would  be  exchanged  for  that  of  others 
which  finds  a  market  in  various  parts  of  the 
world,  where  the  enterprise  of  our  countrymen 
carries  it. 

It  had  been  stated  that,  notwithstanding  any 
prohibitions  or  restrictions  we  may  adopt,  the 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain  will  find  their  way 
into  our  country.  This,  for  aught  we  know, 
might  be  the  case,  either  by  taking  a  circuitous 
route,  or  by  b^ing  smuggled ;  and  should  that  be 
the  ease  the  same  thing  would  attend  your  pro- 
duccj  should  its  importation  into  Great  Britain 
be  prohibited.  He  could  not  see  but  that  the  ac- 
count on  that  score  would  be  fairly  balanced. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  did  not  think  this  measure,  if 
adopted  and  persevered  in,  would  have  a  matetial 
effect  upon  the  revenue  of  our  country.  Gentle- 
men were  alarmed  lest  that  system,  which  had 
been^n  his  opinion  so  wisely  established  by  this 
Gk}vernmenttor  the  extinguishment  of  the  national 
debt,  should  be  broken  in  upon,  and  consequently 
an  increase  of  the  national  debt  be  the  effect.  If 
in  his  opinion  this  measure  would  endanger  the  sys- 
tem of  extinguishing  that  debt,  he  would  be  one  of 
the  last  men  found  in  supporting  it ;  and  he  believed, 
weak  and  delicate  as  his  constitution  af^ieared  to 
be.  that  by  a  firm  adherence  to  the  system  estab- 
lished, he  should  live  to  see  the  debt  nnaliy  wiped 
away.  The  system  for  extingushing  the  national 
debt  had,  when  adopted,  his  hearty  assent,  and  it 
was  with  pleasure  that  he  looked  oack  to  the  vote 
he  had  given  upon  that  occasion. 

If  gentlemen  will  fftve  themselves  the  tronUe 
to  examine  the  several  articles  contemplated  to  be 
prohibited  by  this  resolution,  they  will  find  that 
on  the  subject  of  woollen  cloths  there  is  a  blank  in 
the  resolutioik,  which  he  hoped  would  be  filled 
with  such  a  sum  as  would  admit  the  importation 
of  all  such  woollen  cloths  as  were  found  absolutely 
necessary  for  cli«thing  the  laboring  part  of  the 
community ;  fine  cloths  would  be  obtained  from 
other  countries,  and  on  them  no  diminution  of 
duty  would  taxe  place;  the  revenue  of  eonrse 
would  not  be  affected  on  the  article  of  woollen 
cloths.  He  would  not,  however,  examine  at  this 
time  the  several  articles  separately,  as  this  could  be 
better  attended  to  at  a  future  stage  of  the  business, 
after  ^e  principle  should  be  decided.  If  the 
other  blank  in  the  resolution  should  be  filled  with 
the  first  of  December  or  Janjoary  next,  he  coold 
see  no  necessity  for  delaying  a  decision,  as  the 
time  for  the  system  to  go  into  operation  would 
afford  anSple  time  for  an  attempt  at  negotiation. 

From  what  had  fallen  from  his  colleague,  the 
honorable  Speaker,  upon  the  other  resolution,  he 
supposed  he  was  against  the  one  now  under  dta- 
cttssion.  Although  the  honorable  Speaker  and 
himself  were  near  neighbors,  yet  the  interest  of 
those  they  represented  might  be  very  different; 
and  while  the  Speaker,  in  protecting  the  interest 
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of  his  couBtituents,  thought  it  best  to  abaodon  the 
principle  contended  for,  he,  Mr.  A.,  thought  it 
all  important  to  his  constituents  not  to  abandon 
it  ^  ana  although  he  differed  very  widely  from  his 
colleague  upon  tbe  present  question,  he  hoped  he 
should  be  round  at  ail  times  supporting  such 
measures  as  should  not  abandon  the  interest  of 
those  he  represented,  whatever  might  be  the  re- 
spect he  had  for  the  interest  and  opinion  of 
others.  He  thought  it  unnecessary  for  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  to  have  risen  for  the  purpose  of 
defending  himself  against  a  charge  oi  inconsis- 
tency, for  every  person  knew,  without  a  defence, 
that  his  honorable  colleague  was  consistency  it- 
self. 

Mr.  Alston  concluded  by  obserring^  that  al- 
though it  had  been  asked  in  the  present  discussion, 
if  we  were  ready  to  plunge  the  nation  into  war, 
as  he  did  not  believe  it  was  intended  to  apply  to 
the  present  resolution^  he  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  make  any  remarks  m  reply  to  this  question. 

Mr.  Smilie  honed  the  Committee  would  not 
rise.  He  said  he  nad  heard  no  arguments  urg^ed 
in  favor  of  tbe  .motion,  which  had  any  weight ; 
and  the  late  events  in  Europe,  so  far  from  recom- 
mending delay,  enforced  tbe  propriety  of  prompt 
measures.  This  was  tbe  auspicious  moment  for 
acting,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  seized. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  Committee's 
rising,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  48, 
nays  63. 

Mr.  J.  Cult. — I  confess  for  my  own  part,  when 
I  see  men  possessed  of  so  little  information  so 
confident,  and  thus  determined  to  hurry  on  this 
discussion.  I  feel  extremely  diffident  of  my  opin- 
ion.    Witn  several  of  the  ffentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me  in  the  debate,  I  have  considered' the 
resolution  now  under  consideration  as  best  calcu- 
lated to  obtain  redress  for  the  injuries  we  have 
received  from  the  cruisers  of  Great  Britain.    I 
believe  that  while  it  did  little  injury  to  ourselves 
it  would  have  a  very  different  operation  on  Great 
Britain.    I  was  also  in  favor  ot  it,  as  it  pointed 
out  a  course  short  of  serious  collision  with  her. 
I  had  also  hoped  that  the  Committee  would  have 
agreed  to  have  taken  up  the  resolution  which  I 
had  the  honor  some  time  since  to  lay  on  the  table, 
as  the  ground- work  of  a  permanent  system.    From 
the  course  this  discussion  had  taken,  1  had  flatter- 
ed myself  some  little  information  as  to  the  situa- 
tion of  our  foreign  commerce,  would  have  been 
f'ven.      I   am   no  merchant   myself,  nor  am 
acquainted  with  commercial  subjects.    I  did 
expect  that  those  who  were  conversant  with  those 
subiects,  and  particularly  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, would  have  condescended  to  give  us 
some  detailed  information.    As  I  have  b^n  dis- 
appointed in  this  respect,  1  will  hereafter  take  up 
a  little  time  in  showing  that  as  to  our  foreign  re- 
lationS)  the  gentlemen  on  both  sides  have  been 
egnregioufldy  misled  by  incorrect  statements. 

In  these  remarks  I  do  not  mean  to  attach  any 
blame  to  the  document  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  the  statements  in  that  report  have 
not  been  viewed  in  their  proper  light  by  gentle- 
men who  have  taken  a  part  in  this  debate*    I 


might  here  dilate  upon  the  advantages  that  flow 
to  us  from  the  carrying  trade,  but  as  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment  is  approaching,  I  shall  avoid 
going  into  this  question. 

Instead  of  there  being  a  balance  of  six  or  seven 
millions  annualljr  against  us,  I  believe  it  can  be 
shown  that  there  is  a  balance  of  two  millions,  an- 
nually, in  our  favor.  We  have  670,000  tons  of 
shipping  employed  in  foreign  trade,  and  it  would 
not  be  unfair  to  calculate  the  profit  of  this  freight 
at  eight  millions,  founded  nut  on  war  prices,  but 
on  the  usual  peace  prices,  and  calculating  but  one 
voyage  a  year.  Under  this  view  it  must  appear 
that  our  commerce  is  of  more  importance  than  it 
seems  to  be  in  the  opinion  of  those  with  whom  I 
have  the  honor  to  vote  on  this  occasion.  But 
there  is  another  question  worthy  of  consideration. 
Is  there  no  course  which  we  can  pursue,  which, 
without  injuring  ourselves,  shall  induce  Great 
Britain  to  give  up  her  pretensions,  and  her  unjust 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations?  Believing  that 
that  there  is,  I  opposed  the  resolution  of  my  col- 
league (Mr.  Grego;)  I  consider,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land as  well  calculated  to  answer  this  purpose.  I 
am,  therefore,  in  favor  of  acting,  but  not  now,  on 
this  subject;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  by  the  be- 
ffinnittg  of  next  month  it  is  probable  we  shall 
have  inforination  that  will  enable  us  to  act  decis- 
ively. It  bein^  my  intention  to  remark  more 
fully  on  this  subject,  as  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment is  at  hand,  I  again  move  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise. 

Mr.  Early  advocated  the  rising  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  not,  however,  that  the  subject  be  post- 
poned, but  merely  because  they  had  reaoheu  the 
ordinary  time  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Lton  inquired  whether  the  object  of  the 
motion  was  postponement.  If  so,  he  should  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said  his  object  was  to  postpone  the 
subject  till  Monday. 

Mr.  Ltom  then  spoke  a^inst  the  rising  of  the 
Committee,  and  took  occasion  to  assign  his  reasons 
for  being  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  resolution  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  MuMFORO  opposed  the  rising  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  said  he  had  received  a  very  import- 
ant letter  from  the  President  of  the  Marine  Insur- 
ance Company  of  New  York,  which  he  read. 
The  letter  expresses  the  deep  apprehension  enter- 
tained by  the  merchants  of  New  York,  that  Con- 
?Tess  will  rise  without  adopting  effectual  measures 
or  the  protection  of  commerce  against  the  depre- 
dations of  the  belligerent  nations,  and  particular- 
ly those  of  Britain. 

Messrs.  Stanton  and  Jackson  likewise  spoke 
against  the  rising  of  the  Committee,  and  urged 
the  strong  necessity  of  prompt  and  vigorous 
measures. 

When  the  question  was  taken— yeas  66,  nays  47, 
and  the  House  adjourned,  a  short  time  after 
3  o'clock,  to  Monday. 
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Monday,  March  17. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 

5 rants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein 
escribed,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  the  same ;" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Varnubi,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  thirteenth  insunt,  the  amend- 
ments proposed  hy  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States," 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakes  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
William  Eaton,  praying  that  an  examination  may 
be  had  of  the  several  documents  accompanying 
the  said  letter,  in  support  of  his  claim  against,  the 
United  States,  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  consular  duties  at  Tunis;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill  sei^t  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants, 
and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  describ- 
ed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  the  same;"  was  read 
twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  post  route  from  Athens,  in  Georgia, 
to  New  Orleans,  with  the  difficulties  and  obstruct- 
ions which  are  encountered  in  transmitting  the 
mail  along  said  route ;  and,  also,  what  will  be  the 
iprobable  expense  of  opening  a  horse  road  between 
Itbe  above  named  points. 

\  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
«An  act  lor  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais :"  Where- 
upon, 

Reaohed^  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  btU. 

R€$olvedy  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  the 
said  bill,  as  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  doth  desire  a 
conference  with  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  said  amendment;  and  that  Mr.  John  C. 
Smitb,  Mr.  Nicholson,  and  Mr.  Smiue,  be  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Resolved^  That  the  order  of  the  day  to  hear 
Arthur  St.  Clair  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  in  sup- 
port of  his  claim,  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

EXTENSION  OP  PATENT  RIGHT& 
Mr.  Crowninshielo.  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Mannlactures,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  George  Dodge  and  othen, 
merchants  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, submitted  the  following  report : 

The  petkioBfln  wen  tiie  proprietosi  of  the  vslmible 
nsil  ftctoiy  at  Amesbuiy,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts.   They  have  owned  the  wodts  about  three  years, 


with  the  patent  granted  erigiBally  to  Jacob  Perkiat,of 
Newburyport,  for  a  new  and  usefiil  improvansnt  in 
the  mode  of  mana&cturing  nails ;  and  thev  also  aie 
the  assignees  of  another  patent,  granted  to  Samuel 
Guppy  and  John  Warren  Axmstrong,  for  a  further  im- 
proTcment  in  the  manner  of  catting  nsUs,  disooTered 
by  the  said  Jacob  Perkins.  They  have  expended  large 
sums  of  money  in  repairs  and  additions  to  their  build- 
ings; and  the  whole  was  in  a  capital  state  of  improve- 
ment, when,  on  the  24th  of  December  last,  the  boild- 
ings  accidentally  took  fire,  and  were  entirely  consumed, 
with  all  thenr  tools,  machinery,  and  a  eonsideraUe 
qnantity  of  stock  on  hand.  Hie  loss  is  esthnated  at  a 
sum  exceeding  $80,000.  This  was  m  most  uaefel  es- 
tablishment; it  supplied  the  neigfaboiing  ooontiy  wilh 
large  quantities  of  nails  at  a  reasonable  price,  as  they 
coiUd  be  sold  st  a  cheaper  rate  than  t^  imparted 
nails;  and  the  works  being  en  an  extsasiTe  pbn,  llie 
aopply  was  sbnndant.  The  petitioneis  are  dispossd  to 
rebnild  thidr  works  if  they  coold  be  encouiaged  to  pre- 
ceed;  and  it  would  be  a  great  induoameat  with  thsBi 
to  oommence  the  undertaking,  if  they  coold  be  per- 
mitted to  renew  their  patent  rights  for  a  period  of  seven 
or  fourteen  years  from  the  time  they  will  expire  by  the 
present  limitation. 

The  first  patent  was  granted  on  the  20th  Deeeraber, 
1794,  and  will  expire  on  the  14th  December,  1808 ; 
and  the  second  is  dated  14th  February,  1799,  and  will 
expire  on  the  14th  February,  1813,  each  being  limited 
to  a  period  of  fourteen  y**^,  agreeably  to  the  act  enti- 
tled *'  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose, 
passed  the  21st  February,  1793." 

In  considering  the  merits  of  this  application,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufiictares  wiO  not 
give  an  opinion  on  a  case  not  properly  before  them  ; 
they  may  be  permitted  to  observe,  that,  had  the  loss 
actually  happened  to  the  original  patentee,  they  should 
probably  have  deemed  themsdves  justified  in  propos- 
mg  to  tiie  House  to  grant  the  extension  of  the  patents 
for  a  short  period  of  time,  with  a  view  t»  enooorage 
the  inventers  of  useful  machines  to  pNseeute  and  sx- 
trad  their  diseoveries.  But,  although  the  oommiitse 
acknowledge  the  pressnt  petittoaers  havo  sustainsd  a 
sevens  loss,  they  do  not  seen  justly  entitled  to  a  re- 
newsl  of  their  patenta  aifter  the  limitatiaa  may  espias. 
"Ho  consideration  could  have  been  paid  to  the  invent«r 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  patent  right  for  the 
use  of  it  beyond  the  stipulated  period  of  fourteen  yeais. 
It  is  understood  that  the  right  will  then  be  in  the  pub- 
lic; every  individual  in  the  community  ought  then  to 
be  entitled  to  make  use  of  the  machine.  Indeed,  after 
being  deprived  of  its  advantages  for  fourteen  years, 
unless  under  a  title  acquired  by  purchase  from  a  pat- 
entee, it  might  be  supposed  that  the  citixens  of  tbe 
United  States  have  a  fair  claim  to  participate  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  right,  and  in  tiie  free  use  of  an  inven- 
tton,  the  benefits  of  which  may  have  been  so  long  ex- 
clusively withheld  firom  them.  It  might  be  obfsctad, 
also,  that  other  applications  would  be  made  lo  Cosk- 
gross  should  the  nile  onee  be  established  that  the  por- 
chaser  of  a  patent  right  might  calculete  en  tta  ezAeii- 
sion,  although  no  oompensation  had  been  ellswed  at 
the  time  of  making  the  purchase*  for  the  use  ef  it  be- 
yond the  period  fixed  by  law.  Under  this  view  of  the 
subject,  the  committee  are  induced  to  recommend  that 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition 
and  the  documents  which  accompany  it. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 
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IMPORTATION  OP  BRITISH  GOODS. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on 
Mr.  Nicholson's  resolation,  submitted  on  the  lOih 
of  February. 
Mr.  Sloan  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman :  As  I  wish  always  to  do  to  oth- 
ers as  I  would  be  done  unto,  and  as  I  do  not  love 
to  be  kept  in  suspense  myself,  I  will  not  keep  this 
Committee  in  suspense  respecting  my  opinion  of 
the  present  resolution.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  be- 
cause it  does  not  mention  what  I  consider  the 
Erincipal  cause  of  our  complaint  against  Great 
Iritain — I  mean  the  impressment  of  our  seamen — 
at  the  same  time  declaring  that  I  will  eventually 
Tote  for  any  measure  that  I  shall  consider  better 
than  none.  This  is  a  line  of  conduct  that  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  adopt  in  all  cases  since  I 
have  had  a  seat  on  this  floor.  From  the  course 
that  other  members  have  pursued  in  this  debate.  I 
expect  I  shall  be  permitted  to  give  my  reasons  in 
favor  of  a  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  in 
preference  to  the  prohibition  of  certain  articles  of 
their  manufactures,  contemplated  by  the  present 
resolution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  notwithstanding  lam  conscious 
of  my  inability  to  do  justice  to  a  subject  of  greater 
magaitude,  as  it  respects  the  character,  the  inter- 
est, and  the  peace  and  happiness  of  that  beloved 
country  that  gave  me  birth,  than  any  that  has 
ever  claimed  the  attention  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
on  this  floor.  I  say  I  am  happy,  nevertheless,  in 
having  an  opportunit]^  to  cast  my  mite  into  that 
treasury  which,  having  been  instituted  upon  a 
principle  of  perfect  equality,  the  widow's  mite  is, 
or  ought  to  be,  as  acceptable  as  the  greatest  gift 
from  the  superabundant  treasures  of  the  rich.  In 
the  observations  that  I  shall  make,  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention, directly  or  indirectly,  to  charge  those  who 
differ  with  me  in  opinion,  whether  in  a  majority  or 
minority,  with  ignorance  orevii  design,  much  less 
to  stigmatize  or  reproach  them  with  contemptible 
epithets.  No,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  consider  it  my  duty 
to  consider  many  members'  on  this  floor  as  my 
superiors  and  none  as  my  iuferiors.  I  consider  it 
my  duty,  after  having  given  my  reasons  for  or 
against  anv  subject  in  discussion,  to  cheerfully 
submit  to  the  decision  of  a  majority ;  and  I  also 
consider  it  my  duty  to  treat  every  member  of  the 
Lcffislature  of  the  Union  with  that  respect  due  to 
fellow-citizens  standing  on  an  even  floor.  I  con- 
sider it  my  duty  instead  of  holding  up  the  interest 
of  the  Northern  States  as  opposed  to  tne  interest  of 
the  Southern,  or  the  Eastern  to  the  Western,  to 
Tiew  them  all  as  members  of  the  same  body ;  coo- 
se<}uenthr,  one  cannot  suffer  without  the  whole 
being  aflrected.  I  consider  it  my  duty,  instead  of 
taking  advantage  of  local  situations,  and  difierent 
occupations,  productive,  at  certain  times,, of  tem- 
porary jat ring  interests,  to  array  one  part  of  our 
fellow-citizens  in  opposition  to  another  part;  con- 
trary wise,  to  endeavor  to  show  that  such  tempo- 
rary inconveniences  cannot  long  remain,  but  like 
water  seeking  its  level,  the  inequality  will  soon 
be  removed.  This  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty,  in 
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order  to  promote  that  love  and  harmony  amongst 
members  of  this  House,  and  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  general,  which  I  consider  as  the  only 
efficacious  cement  of  our  Union,  by  which  our 
present  happy  form  of  Government  can  be  con- 
tinued, and  the  rights  and  liberties  we  enjoy  hand- 
ed down  unimpaired  to  future  generations.  A 
contrary  line  ot  conduct  is,  in  my  opinion,  derog- 
atory to  the  character  of  anj  person  honored  with 
a  seat  in  this  House,  and  injurious  to  the  peace, 
liberty,  and  happiness  of  the  United  States. 

Having  briefly  proposed  the  premises  which  I 
mean  to  observe  as  the  rule  of  my  conduct,  I  shall 
ofier  my  reasons  in  favor  of  non-intercourse  with 
Great  Britain,  in  case  she  persists  in  these  insults 
and  injuries,  which  is  the  subject  of  the  present 
discussion,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  United 
States  has  already  suffered  too  ions. 

In  offering  my  reasons,  I  shall  not  bring  into  view 
the  conduct  of  other  nations  to  justify  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  neither  shall  I  assert  that  Bonaparte  is  an 
usurper  and  a  tyrant;  that  he  has  annihilated 
Spain,  and  is  now  aiming  at  the  conquest  of  the 
world ;  but  is  graciously  pleased  to  leave  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  last  victim  he  means  to  devour  1 
All  I  have  to  say  to  this  (if  it  be  true)  is,  to  ac- 
knowledge my  gratitude  for  his  having  determine 
ed  to  give  us  the  longest  time  to  repent  of  our 
sins,  of  which  there  is  great  need  ;  and  to  give  it 
as  my  opinion,  that  we  have  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  form  of  government  in  France;  the  peo- 
ple there  having  as  eood  a  right  to  choose  an  Em- 
peror as  we  a  President. 

I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee 
in  reading  documents  to  prove  the  magnitude  of 
the  grievance,  (that  having  been  done  in  a  former 
part  of  this  discussion  by  my  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr.  BiDWBLL,^  and  those  documents 
having  been  long  in  the  possession  of  members, 
render  it  unnecessary ;  but  shall  first  endeavor  to 
prove  that  it  is  our  duty,  as  Representatives  of 
the  people,  to  apply  an  effectual  remedy  to  exist- 
ing grievances,  and  to  prevent  their  repetition  in 
future ;  that  we  are  called  upon  not  only  by  the 
sufferings  of  our  constituents,  but  by  the  sacred 
obligation  we  owe  to  the  character  of  our  coun- 
try, and  by  our  indispensable  duty  to  preserve  that 
character  without  spot  or  blemish,  m  our  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations ;  which  can  only  be 
done  by  a  system  of  justice  and  equality,  granting 
no  peculiar  favor  to  one  that  we  do  not  to  others ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  submitting  to  no  insult  or 
injury  from  one  nation  that  we  do  not  submit  to 
from  others. 

And,  secondly,  that  we  can,  at  this  time,  obtain 
redress  of  grievances  without  any  risk  or  proba- 
bility of  war  with  Great  Britain,  because  it  would 
be  contrary  to  her  interest,  ana  because,  in  case 
of  war,  she  musteventualiy  be  the  loser;  and,  also, 
that  if  she  could  act  so  contrary  to  her  interest, 
as  to  suffer  a  non -intercourse  law  to  go  into  ope- 
ration, it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  United 
States,  by  encouraging  home  manufactures. 

And,  thirdly,  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  sufierings  of  our  impressed  seamen. 

And,  fourthly,  endeavor  to  show  that  the  opin* 
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ion  of  some  members,  who  are  opposed  to  non- 
intercourse,  because  it  would  operate  partialis 
on  different  sections  of  the  Union,  are  not  well 
founded. 

And,  lastly,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  lay  aside  all 
local  ideas,  and  consider  the  United  States  as  one 
body  politic,  and  that  if  bat  one  limb  be  injured, 
the  wnole  is  bound,  both  in  interest,  injustice,  and 
in  policy,  to  unite  in  the  means  of  obtaining  re- 
dress. 

If,  in  delivering  my  sentiments  on  this  subject, 
any  member  of  this  Committee  should  conceive 
that  I  discover  too  much  warmth,  I  desire  it  may 
be  attributed  solely  to  the  abhorrence  and  detesta- 
tion with  which  I  have  long  viewed  the  insolent 
and  injurious  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards 
tire  United  States — not  to  her  suffering  subjects, 
them  I  love,  and  their  sufferings  I  pity ',  but  the 
deceptive,  oppressive,  and  tyrannical  administra- 
tion of  her  Government,  I  ao  most  decidedly  and 
conscientiously  abhor  and  hate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  laid  a  resolution  on  the 
table  for  the  purpoise  of  prohibiting  intercourse 
with  Great  Britain,  in  case  she  should  refuse  to 
enter  into  any  arrangement  for  the  amicable  set- 
tlement of  existing^  differences,  I  queried  what  was 
become  of  the  spirit  of  ^76,  because  I  considered 
a  portion  of  that  spirit  that  gained  our  liberty  ne- 
cessary to  retain  it.  I  renew  the  query :  What 
has  become  of  that  independent  spirit  that  chose 
rather  to  part  with  life  than  inherent  rights? 
Have  we,  with  the  merchandise  of  Great  Britain, 
imported  the  servile  disnosition  of  her  oppresseu 
and  degraded  subjects  i  Is  it  possible  that  her 
ftiscinating  gewgaws  and  fripperies  are  so  power- 
ful as  to  induce  the  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Congress  assembled,  rather  than 
suffer  a  temporary  privation,  to  permit  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  their  constituents  to  be  trampled 
on  with  impuDity  by  that  bau^rhty,  tyrannical  na- 
tion? I  say  the  Representatives  are  convinced, 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  a  j^reat  majority  of  the  citi- 
zens are  not  barely  willing  and  ready  to  support 
any  just  and  firm  measures  that  Congress  shall 
adopt  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  redress  of  griev- 
ances and  support  of  their  just  rights,  but  anx- 
iously looking  out  for  the  adoption  of  decisive 
measures. 

Shall  we,  then,  chosen  by  them  as  temporary 
guardians  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  neglect, 
or  treat  with  indifference,  the  numerous  memo- 
rials that  have  been  presented  from  various  parts 
of  the  Union  ?  I  hope  not.  I  hope  we  shall 
adopt  such  firna  and  decisive  measures  as  will 
compel  the  British  Government  to  make  restitu- 
tion for  past  injuries,  and  enter  into  just  arrange- 
ments for  the  prevention  of  similar  injuries  in 
future. 

But.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  been  frequently 
told  that  such  a  plan  would  produce  war  with 
Great  Britain.  This  is  no* new  doctrine  to  me. 
I  have  been  frequently  charged  with  acting  con- 
trary to  my  peaceable  principles,  because  I  have 
taken  an  active  part  in  opposing  oppression,  in- 
justice, and  everv  infringement  of  the  inherent 
rights  of  the  people ;  this  I  have  done  with  a  view 


to  prevent  war.  Injustice  and  oppressioa  I  con- 
sider  as  the  principal  predisposing  causes  of  war 
and  that  the  best  way  to  prevent  the  effect  is  to 
remove  the  cause. 

Those  causes  I  have  lately  seen  raise  the  politi- 
cal thermometer  in  the  United  States  nearly  to 
war  heat;  but,  thank  God !  I  have  lived  to  see  it 
cooled  down  to  a  temperate  state,  and  the  cause 
greatly  diminished — not  by  those  destructive  wea* 
pons  that  spread  destruction  over  a  land,  and  mul- 
tiply the  tears  of  widows  and  orphans,  but  by  the 
force  of  truth  and  reason,  those'  bloodless  con- 
querors, more  powerful  than  the  sword !  I  wish 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  Use  jua- 
tice,  truth,  and  reason;  these  are  the  weapons  that 
become  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  and 
the  only  ones  I  conceive  to  be  necessary  to  pre- 
serve that  liberty  and  independence  lately  pur- 
chased at  the  price  of  blood. 

Separated,  by  the  Atlantic,  three  thousand 
miles  from  the  oppressive  Grovernraents  of  Earope, 
which  originated  in  war,  and  can  only  be  supportei 
by  carnage  and  bloodshed — possessed  of  an  exten- 
sive and  fertile  country,  embracing  so  nuiny  cli- 
mates as  not  only  to  produce  all  the  neces^ries, 
but  also  most  of  the  luxuries  of  life — what  have 
we  to  fear  from  Great  Britain?  What  can  she 
deprive  us  of?  What  but  gewgaws  and  frippe- 
ries, that  we  are  much  better  without,  which  teod 
to  promote  pride  and  idleness,  those  prolific  parents 
of  a  numerous  train  of  attendant  vices,  contrary 
to  the  principle  of  a  Republican  Government,  and 
derogatory  to  the  character  of  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent nation? 

But  it  is  alleged,  that  non-intercourse  with 
Great  Britain  would  injure  our  revenue;  U)'this 
I  answer,  that  I  have  no  apprehension  that  Qor- 
emment  would  act  so  contrary  to  her  interests,  as 
to  let  such  a  law  go  into  operation ;  but,  admit- 
ting they  should,  for  every  million  of  revenue 
immediately  lost,  the  United  States  would  event- 
ually gain  nve,  and  prol^bly  much  more,  by  in- 
creasing home  manufactures,  which  can  only 
make  us  in  fact  a  rich,  free,  and  independent  na- 
tion. For  I  contend  our  independence  is  incom- 
plete, while  we  are  dependent  for  so  great  a  part 
of  our  clothing,  on  a  nation  possessed  of  so  pow- 
erful a  marine,  as  to  assume  the  exclasive  juris- 
diction of  the  ocean,  and  that  envies  our  liberty 
and  increasing  wealth. 

I  am  sensible,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  running 
counter  to  a  strong  current  of  public  opinion;  that 
it  is  our  interest  to  pursue  agriculture  and  com- 
merce ;  leaving  manufactures  to  old  nations  whose 
nhmerous  population  reduces  tUe  price  of  labor ; 
but.  I  am  happy  in  beholding  this  false  theory 
daily  falling  before  the  irresistible  power  of  fact. 
The  cheapness  of  food  in  many  parts  of  the  13ni- 
ted  States,  overbalances  the  hish  price  of  labor  . 
so  much,  as  to  enable  various  kinds  of  borne  man- 
ufactures to  be  sold  lower  than  those  of  the  same 
quality  imported  from  Great  Britain.  Witness 
shoes,  which  have  nearly  excluded  importation) 
and  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  coarse  home 
made  linen,  can  at  this  time  be  purchased  lower 
than  imported,  of  the  same  qaaiity.    As  a  farihec 
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{»roof  of  lay  position,  I  wiH  detain  the  Committee 
witb  but  one  more  fact.     Some  time  after  the 
Reyolutionary  war,  when  large  quantities  of  cot- 
ton were  imported  for  our  own  consumption,  a 
manufacture  of  that  article  was  begun  at  Wil- 
mington, and  brought  to  such  perfection,  that  a 
merchant  in  Philadelphia  informed  me,  that  he 
€Ould  purchase  Tarious  kinds  of  cotton  lower,  and 
of  superior  quality  to  those  he  imported  from  En- 
^and;  and  that  a  Bvitish  agent,  on  viewing  some 
of  those  goods,  in  his  store,  observed,  that  would 
Beyer  do ;  we,  says  he,  (meaning  the  merchants 
of  Great  Britain)  must  put  a  stop  to  this— and 
shortly  after  the  factory  was  burned  down !    Here 
let  me  ask  the  members  of  this  Committee,  whe- 
ther if  at  that  time,  when  a  manufacturer  of  oot- 
ton  had  Co  impoft  it  under  a  heavy  duty,  and 
oould  nevertheless  rival  the  British,  ne  could  not 
now,  when  many  millions  of  pounds,  the  growth 
of  our  own  soil,  are  exported  annually,  which 
might  be  obtained  free  of  duty ;  and  when  labor- 
aaviog  machrnes  are  brought  to  so  much  greater 
|>erfection  7    And  secondly,  whether  any  free  and 
mdependent  citizen  would  not  prefer  a  temporary 
sacrifice  of  interest  to  a  servile  dependence  upon 
A  haughty  tyrannical  nation,  whose  influence  and 
gold  nave  not  only  ^eatly  injured  the  in&nt  man- 
ufactures^f  the  United  States,  but  ruined  many 
in  varioue  parts  of  the  world?    And  thirdly,  let 
me  ask  yoa,  my  Southern  brethren — who,  I  am 
told,  are  rapidly  making  fortunes  by  raising  and 
exponiog  cotton — would  it  not  ^ive  you  additional 
pleasure  to  sell  this  raw  material  (of  which  I  am 
informed  five  thousand  dolhrrs'  worth,  when  man- 
ufactured, makes  one  hundred  thousand)  to  your 
brethren  of  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States,  and  re- 
eeiire  it  manufactured  from  them'— whereby  the 
indosftrioHS  poor  of  our  own  citizens  would  be 
aappvrted^rather  than  from  a  foreign  nation?    I 
Jiave  110  doubt  but  that  you  would. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  subject,  let  me  ask  what 
mi^ed  Great  Britain  to  affluence  and  power? 
IVas  it  not  by  giving  such  encouragement  to  man- 
ufactures as  to  induce  manufacturers,  from  vari- 
ous parts  of  Europe,  to  emigrate  to  that  island, 
whereby  their  iaternal'strength  hasbeen  greatly  in- 
dreiased,  and  their  Aeets  and  armies  principally 
sua|K>fCed  by  the  product  of  their  manufactures? 
These  are  facts  that  i  trust  no  member  on  this 
floor  Will  deny. 

I  am  told  that  Gteat  Britain  charges  an  ex- 
'|x>rt  daty  of  four  per  cent,  on  all  cotton  goods  im- 
ported into  th<e  United  States,  and  hut  one  and  a 
Aalf  on  those  exported  to  other  countries.  This 
indvuits  me  to  renew  the  query,  where  is  the  spirit 
0f  '76  7  Has  it  fled  from  our  land  ?  Are  we  dis- 
posed  cheerfully  to  submit  to  every  species  of  in- 
sult aod  injustice  that  nation  chooses  to  impose 
vpoo  us  1  What  peeulitfr  advantage  do  we  de- 
rive from  their  trade,  to  induce  us  to  submit  to 
higlier  duties  than  any  other  nation  ?  Is  it  be- 
eau^e  the  balance  of  that  trade  is  eleven  or  twelve 
miUtoos  of  dollars  per  annum  against  us?  Or  is 
it  because  the  credit  they  give  has  induced  many 
of  cMSir  fkrmers  and  nreehanics  to  leave  their  use* 
#Wl^eiac«{iarioQaivitteh  theyunrdemood,  and  dock 


into  populous  cities,  eo  largely  into  trade,  and 
business  which  they  did  not  understand ;  and,  after 
living  in  pride  and  luxury  a  few  years,  prove  in- 
solvent, and  wrong  their  creditors  out  of  many 
thousand  dollars?  Mr.  Chairman,  the  more  I 
consider  and  investigate  this  subjecL  the  more  I 
am  astonished  at  the  conduct  of  the  United  States 
towards  Great  Britain — the  more  I  am  astoaished 
at  the  conduct  of  the  Representatives  in  Congress 
assembled.  In  this  astonishment,  bear  with  me 
while  I  address  this  Committee,  in  the  language 
of  one  formerly  td  the  Galatians.  Oh  !  foolish 
Americans,  who  huth  bewitched  you,  thus  to  sub- 
mit to  injury  and  insult,  from  a  nation  whose 
trade  subjects  you  to  a  loss  of  eleven  or  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  who  charges 
four  per  cent,  on  the  goods  you  import  from  her, 
and  but  one  and  a  half  to  ail  other  nations  ? 

My  friend,  the  Speaker,  attempted  to  explain 
this  paradox,  or  rather  rejected  the  premii*es  as 
an  impossibility,  that  the  United  States  should  in- 
crease in  wealth,  when  nearly  one  half  of  their 
foreign  trade,  instead  of  producing  profit,  threw  a 
balance  of  eleven  or  twelve  million  of  dollars 
against  them.  But,  he  might  have  avoided  the 
Herculean  task,  of  producing  to  the  Committee 
that  which  was  impossible,  because  it  never  ex- 
isted, by  recurring  to  the  fact  adduced  by  my 
friend  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Bi dwell.)  and 
the  statement  of  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasnry 
on  our  tables,  viz :  that  this  deficiency  fras  over- 
balanced by  our  more  profitable  trade  carried  on 
with  other  nations.  I  do  not  rely  barely  upon 
the  raformation  given  upon  this  floor,  or  the  doc- 
uments before  us,  to  establish  this  fact.  I  rely 
also  upon  preceding  documents,  and  the  informa- 
tion I  have  received  from  merchants,  and  others 
well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  trade  witli 
Great  Britain.  All  agreeing,  that  with  some 
rare  exceptions,  the  balance  is  so  much  against 
the  United  States,  that  were  it  not  for  the  more 
profitable  trade  carried  on  with  other  nations,  in- 
stead of  growing  rich,  we  should  be  reduced  to  a 
state  of  poverty. 

For  tnis  reason,  I  am  in  favor  of  non-inter- 
course, rather  than  a  prohibition  of  her  manufac- 
tures ;  because,  if  we  cannot  do  without  them,  we 
could,  in  my  opmiou;  procure  them  from  other 
nations  second  hand,'  upon  more  advantageous 
terms  than  under  the  present  duties,  we  do  now, 
immediately  from  them ;  and  because  I  consider 
gratitude,  justice,  and  the  interest  of  our  country, 
obligatory  upon  us,  to  encourage  trade  with  those 
nations  who  deal  with  us  upon  (air  and  honora- 
ble terms,  and  to  discourage  it  with  those  who  do 
not.  And  lastly,  because  I  am  fully  persuaded 
it  would  soon  induce  Great  Britain  to  open  a 
fair  and  permanent  trade  with  her  West  India 
islands,  much  mora  advantageous  to  the  United 
States  than  the  trade  to  the  mother  country.  I 
shall  conclude  this  subject  with  returning  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  for  the  very  able 
and  decisive  manner  in  which  he  has  supported 
my  premises  in  favor  of  American  manufactures, 
-by  informing  the  Committee  that  they  do  not 
now,  as  formerly,  depend  on  a  |^eac  auoiber  of 
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bands,  by  reason  of  labor-saving  macbines  being 
brought  to  80  much  greater  periection.  This  ap- 
pears to  roe  a  conclusive  reason,  founded  upon  fact. 
Mr.  Chairman,  during  the  present  session  I 
have  beard,  with  surprise  and  regret,  members 
of  this  House  represent  the  condemnation  of  our 
properly  and  the  impressment  of  our  seamen  as 
things  of  trivial  consequence;  and  that  the  alarm 
was  principally  raised  bv  the  merchants,  for  the 
purpose  of  speculation ;  that  if  they  could  induce 
Congress  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, they  would  raise  their  goods  one  hundred 
per  cent.,  and  country  produce  fall  in  proportion,  by 
which  means,  instead  of  losing,  they  would  be 
greatly  benefitted.  This  language,  I  repeat,  has 
exceedingly  hurt  my  feelings,  since  this  subject 
has  become  a  common  topic  of  conversation,  for 
two  reasons :  First,  it  has  a  direct  tendency  to 
alienate  the  affections  of  one  class  of  useful  and 
respectable  citizens  from  the  other,  and  more 
numerous  classes,  and  therebv  lessen  that  confi- 
dence, unity,  and  harmony,  that  is  as  necessary 
to  continue  amougst  the  various  members  of  our 
body  politic,  for  the  preservation  of  national 
strength  and  vigor,  as  that  the  various  parts  of  an 
animal  body  should  harmoniously  act  together. 
And,  secondly,  if  we  judge  of  things  to  come 
by  things  past,  these  insinuations  will  not  be  real- 
ized ;  the  reverse,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  the 
ease;  the  diminution  of  sales  will  overbalance 
the  adv%nced  price.  I  know  of  but  one  class  of 
merchants  that  would  be  benefitted  ;  that  is,  those 
who  wish  to  leave  business,  having  on  hand  a 
large  slock  of  goods,  which,  sold  at  an  advanced 
price,  they  would  consequently  be  gainers ;  but 
those  of  small  capitals  who  wifth  to  increase  them 
by  continuing  in  trade,  would  suffer  at  least  in 
equal  proportion  with  farmers.  I  have  also  heard 
it  alleeed,  that  it  is  only  in  carrying  foreign  ar- 
ticle^ from  one  belligerent  port  to  another,  and 
not  in  directly  transporting  our  own  commodi- 
ties to  any  belligerent  port,  that  the  British  take, 
and  condemn  our  vessels;  and  by  that  trade  the 
merchants  only  are  benefitted  ;  therefore  it  is  im- 
proper for  our  Gtovernmeni  to  run  any  risk  to  sup- 
port them  in  that  trade.  This,  Mr.  Chairman,  ap- 
pears to  me  a  very  extraordinary  and  absurd  mooe 
of  reasoning.  So  far  from  being  entitled  to  no  sup- 
port from  Government^  I  consider  it  an  extra  ben- 
efit, and  therefore  entitled  to  an  extra  support. 
To  explain  my  meaning  on  this  subject,  let  me 
ask  this  question : — If  our  merchants  provide 
vessels  sufficient  to  transport  all  the  produce  we 
can  spare  to  foreign  markets ;  and  the  return  car- 
goes brought  into  our  ports  is  more  than  we  want 
for  home  consumption ;  which  surplus  they  re- 
export, and  by  these  extra  exertions  gain  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  annually,  is  not  the  property  of 
the  United  States  increased  in  that  proportion  ? 
Shall  we  then  by  neglect,  damp  or  check  this  en- 
terprising spirit  in  that  class  or  ciiizens,  who,  by 
their  extraordinary  exertion,  have  greatly  in- 
creased our  revenue  and  wealth  ?  1  hope  not. 
I  hope  Congress  will  unite  in  applying  an  effiea- 
oious  remedy  for  past  losses,  and  a  sufficient  pre- 
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I  shall  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  conduct  of  the  commanders  of  British  armed 
vessels,  pressing  our  seamen,  confining  them  on 
board  ships  of  war,  and  obliging  them  to  assist  in 
fighting  their  battles  with  nations  in  amity  and 
peace  with  the  United  States.  These  are  crimes 
of  so  horrid  a  nature,  as  can  only  be  jperpetrated 
by  infernal  spirits,  actuating  human  bodies,  sup- 
ported by  a  Qovernment  which,  as  I  have  before 
observed,  was  founded  in  war,  and  is  supposted  by 
tyranny,  oppre.^^sion,  and  the  effusion  of  human 
blood !  Let  none  say  that  I  am  painting  this  scene 
in  too  deep  colors,  or  attaching  greater  infamy  to 
the  actors  than  they  deserve.  It  is  impossible. 
If  you  doubt  this,  accompan]f  me  in  a  short  visit 
to  the  lonely  cottage,  where  sit  weeping  two  aged 
parents  for  the  loss  of  their  only  son,  whose  filial 
love  induced  him  to  take  a  voyage  to  sea,  hopii^ 
to  procure  a  more  comfortable  subsistence  for  his 
parents  in  the  decline  of  life.  Attend  to  their 
mournful  tale: — We  received  a  letter  from  oar 
dear  son,  informing  us  that  he  had  a  prosperous 
voyage^  was  returning  home,  hoping  shortly  to  see 
his  native  land ;  but  alas !  met  by  a  British  ship 
of  war,  he  was  inhumanly  forced  on  board,  and 
carried  we  know  not  where — our  only  hope  is 
blasted  and  the  remainder  of  our  days  consigned 
to  poverty,  grief  and  wo !  • 

One  more  visit  to  a  still  more  affecting  scene, 
I  conceive  will  fully  establish  my  position,  that 
the  actors  in  this  infernal  tragedy  cannot  be  too 
much  execrated.  It  is  to  the  small  chamber  of  a 
disconsolate  widow,  bathed  in  tears,  surrounded 
by  helpless  orphans — with  faltering  voice,  inter- 
rupted by  many  a  bitter  sigh,  she  relates  the  cause 
of  her  woe :  My  dear  husband,  finding  he  could 
make  more  by  following  the  sea  than  by  staying 
on  shore,  had  been  absent  more  than  twelve 
naonths,  when  I  received  a  letter,  informing  that 
his  voyage  had  been  prosperous;  that  he  expected 
soon  to  arrive  with  sufficient  property  to  place  me, 
and  these  dear  children,  in  a  com  for  lable  situation ; 
but,  oh !  bow  shall  I  relate  the  dreadful  reverse? 
When  in  sight  of  his  native  land,  met  by  a  Bri- 
tish armed  vessel,  compelled  by  a  gang  of  inhu- 
man monsters,  in  human  shape,  to  go  on  board  a 
ship  of  war,  to  assist  in  fighting  their  battlea; 
where  be  received  a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he 
languished,  of  which  he  died,  and  with  him  died 
all  my  joy,  all  mv  comfort,  and  all  my  hope !      _ 

Perhaps  I  shall  be  told  tnat  I  am  addressing  the 
passions.  Be  it  so.  But  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  lam  not  addressing  them  with  fiction,  or  the 
enthusiastic  flights  of  imagination ;  but  present- 
ing a  feeble  portrait  of  those  real  and  horrid  trage- 
dies, that  we  have  too  long  suffered  to  be  acted 
with  impunity  upon  our  defenceless  fellow-citi- 
zens. 

Mr.  Chairman,  near  thirty  years  has  passed 
away,  since  the  citizens  of  these  United  States 
have  suffered  under  this  deji^rading  oppression  and 
cruelty,  peculiar  to  the  British  Government  '^la 
proof  I  shall  read  a  memorial  of  two  of  the  vene- 
rable patriots  of  that  day : 

"  For  the  sake  of  humanity  it  is  to  be  wished,  diat 
men  woold  endeavor  to  alleviate,  as  much  as  poatihle 


809 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


810 


If  ARCH,  1806. 


Non-frnportation  of  Goods  from  Crreat  Britain. 


H.  OP  R, 


the  unavoidable  miseries  attending  a  state  of  war.  It 
has  been  said  that  among  the  civilized  nations  of  Europe 
die  ancient  horrors  of  that  state  are  much  diminished  ; 
but  the  compelling  men  by  chains,  stripes,  and  famine, 
to  fight  against  their  friends  and  relations,  is  a  new 
mode  of  barbarity,  which  your  nation  alone  had  the 
honor  of  inventing ;  and  the  sending  American  prison- 
ers of  war  to  Africa  and  Asia,  remote  from  all  proba- 
bility of  exchange,  and  where  they  can  scarce  hope  ever 
to  hear  from  their  families,  even  if  the  unwholesome- 
new  of  the  climate  does  not  put  a  ^Nsedy  end  to  their 
lives,  is  a  manner  of  treating  captives  that  you  can 
justify  by  no  other  precedent  or  custom,  except  that  of 
the  black  savages  of  Guinea.  We  are  your  Lordship's 
most  obedient  servants,  B.  FRANKLIN, 

8.  DEANE." 

"Lord  Viscount  Stobkoitt." 

To  the  above  letter  the  following  reply  w;i8 
made:  ^  The  King's  Ambassador  receives  no  let- 
'  ters  from  rebels,  except  when  they  come  to  a^k 
'  merc^."  At  that  time  the  event  of  the  war  was 
undecided ;  it  Was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress 
to  prevent  that  cruel,  inhuman,  practice ;  not  so  at 
this  time,  it  is  now  in  our  power.  Shall  we  suf- 
fer that  nation,  af^er  acknowledging  oar  independ- 
ence, to  continue  the  same  arbitrary  and  tyrannic 
cal  cruelty  over  our  seamen,  sailing  under  pro- 
tection of  our  own  flag,  that  they  did  at  that  time, 
when  they  insolently  styled  us  rebels  ?  I  hope  we 
shall  not. 

Here  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  capture  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia, 
whereby  upward  of  three  hundred  of  our  citizens 
became  prisoners  to  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli.  How 
was  this  account  received  by  the  members  of  Con- 
gress ?  What  sensations  did  it  produce,  and  what 
was  the  effect  ?  I  need  not  inform  this  Commit- 
tee. Every  member,  by  turning  to  his  Journal, 
may  satisfy  himself  that  prompt  and  decisive 
measures  were  adopted  to  procure  their  release 
from  captivity.  This  case  has  been,  by  some 
members,  contrasted  with  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen.  Let  us  analyze  the  two  cases,  and  see 
what  similarity  there  is  between  them.  Our  cap- 
tives at  Tripoli  had  entered  voluntarily  on  board 
a  frigate  of  the  United  States,  then  at  war  with 
that  Power ;  and  in  that  war  were  taken  prison- 
ers, and  when  so,  were  neither  inhumanly  beaten, 
nor  compelled  to  bear  arms  against  any  nation, 
although  the  war  was  vigorously  carried  on  by 
the  United  States,  to  reduce  the  town  in  which 
they  were  prisoners.  Did  they  suffer  anything 
but  what  their  voluntary  will  subjected  them  to — 
captivity,  a  frequent  attendant,  and  always  a  pos- 
sible consequence  of  war  1  Will  their  case  bear 
any  comparison  with  that  of  a  passenger,  who,  to 
avoid  the  tyranny  of  a  European  despot,  had  left 
his  native  land,  hopioe  to  find  a  peaceful  asylum 
in  the  United  States  tne  remainder  of  his  days; 
-supposing  himself  secure  under  the  protection  of 
their  flag,  escaped  from  the  danger  of  the  sea,  in 
■sight  of  land,  with  American  seamen,  endeared 
to  him  by  their  kindness  on  the  passage ;  toffetber 
forced  by  a  press-gan^  on  board  a  ship  ot  war. 
and  there  compelled  to  bear  arms  against  their 
friends  ?  It  will  not ;  it  sinks  into  insignificance; 
it  is  like  a  drop  to  the  ocean.  Shall  we  then  treat 


with  indifference  an  account  laid  on  our  tables, 
that  three  thousand  of  our  seamen  are  not  only 
taken  captive,  but  many  of  them  igoominiously 
beaten  with  many  stripes,  and  compelled  to  assist 
in  fighting  the  battles  of  the  British  Government, 
with  nations  with  whom  we  are  at  peace?  If  the 
case  of  our  captives  at  Tripoli  was  sufficient  to 
excite  such  tender  sensations  in  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  Congress,  as  to  induce  them  immedi- 
ately to  adopt  efficient  measures  to  obtain  their 
release,  will  not  the  insolence  and  barbarity  of 
British  armed  vessels,  pressing  our  seamen  in  the 
mouths  of  our  harbors,  after  a  perilous  voyage, 
rejoicing  in  behoIdin|^  again  their  native  land-— 
enjoying  by  anticipation  the  pleasing  company  of 
their  long  absent  friends — expecting,  in  a  few 
hours,  the  completion  of  their  happiness,  in  the 
rapturous  embraces  of  their  bosom  friends,  and 
beloved  offspring  ?  But,  alas !  from  their  native 
land,  and  from  all  the  most  near  and  dear  con- 
nexions in  life,  thejr  are  inhumanly  rent  asunder^ 
perhaps  never  again  to  see  their  hearts'  delight, 
but  forced  on  board  one  of  those  infernal  ma- 
chines called  a  British  ship  of  war,  and  there  com- 
pelled to  imbrue  their  hands  in  human  blood — in 
the  blood  of  those  with  whom  they  have  no  dif- 
ference— they  receive  mortal  wounds — they  lan- 
guish— they  die — without  any  tender  friend  to 
sympathize  with  them  in  their  affiiction,  or  ten- 
derly close  their  dying  eyes!  Will  not,  I  say,  re- 
flecting on  such  scenes  as  these,  not  only  excite  a 
superior  degree  of  sympathy  and  tender  feelings 
of  humanity,  but  raise  an  honest  indignation 
and  decided  detestation  for  the  actors  of  those 
horrid  scenes,  and  for  that  Government  who  pre- 
tends to  be  the  principal  supporter  of  liberty,  and 
that  holy  religion,  which  enjoins  upon  its  adher- 
ents to  do  unto  all  men  as  they  would  be  done 
unto;  and  yet  persists  in  those  base  and  barbarous 
acts  of  injustice,  which  are  disavowed  and  reject- 
ed by  all  other  Christian  nations !  I  hope  it  will. 
I  hope  there  yet  remains  in  this  Committee  some 
of  the  sparks  of  the  sacred  fire  of  liberty,  that,  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1776,  arose  into  an  irresistible 
flame,  burned  and  destroyed  that  servile  depend- 
ence on  the  hauffhty,  oppressive,  and  tyrannical 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  who  wished  to  bind 
the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  May  the 
remaining  sparks  be  rekindled,  and  burn  up  the 
residue  of  the  dregs  of  British  tyrannv !  May  the 
first  session  of  the  ninth  Congress  ot  the  United 
States  evince  to  the  world  that  they  are  worthy 
of,  and  mean  to  support  that  liberty  and  independ- 
ence, lately  purchased  at  the  price  of  blood; 
which  we  nave  now  in  our  power  to  do^  without 
the  effusion  of  human  blood ;  only  by  doing  what 
I  conceive  to  be  our  indispensable  duty — to  act 
justly  and  impartially  toward  all  nations  with 
whom  we  have  intercourse,  and  to  withhold  in- 
tercourse from  any  nation  that  will  not,  in  turUi 
deal  justly,  upon  terms  of  perfect  reciprocity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  our  situation  on  the  map  of  the 
world  places  us  in  a  commanding  attitude — and 
our  principal  exports  being  the  substantial  neces- 
saries of  life,  renders  them  essentially  necessary 
to  those  European  despots,  many  of  whose  wretch-. 
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ed  subjects,  instead  of  being  peaceably  permitted 
to  cultivate  the  soil,  are  hired,  or  compelled  to 
leave  tbis  ioDOcent  occupation,  and  imbody  them- 
selves for  the  purpose  of  learn ing  more  comnletely 
tbe  infernal  art  of  inhumanly  butchering  the  hu- 
man species,  and  to  destroy,  in  a  short  time,  tbe 
productions  of  great  and  fertile  countries,  where- 
oy  always  want^  and  sometimes  famine  is  pro- 
duced !  Thus  situated,  tbe  United  States  can, 
without  shedding  of  human  blood,  and  without 
permanent  injury  to  her  revenue,  or  citizens,  com- 
pel the  haughty  tyrant  of  the  ocean  to  do  us  that 
justice  which  several  of  tbe  most  powerful  na- 
tions of  Europe  have  long  strove  in  vain  to  effect, 
by  equipping  larse  fleets,  and  raising  mighty  ar- 
mies. For  the  United  States  of  America  is  re- 
served by  tbe  Allwise  Disposer  of  Events,  that 
glorious  work  of  effecting  by  peaceable  means,  a 
cessation  from  injustice  and  injuries,  which  war 
meat  ures  have  only  tended  to  increase.  To  prove 
this  fact,  we  need  only  recur  to  the  history  of  the 
last  century ;  there  we  find  thrte  of  the  most 
powerful  maritime  nations  of  Europe — Holland. 
France,  and  Spain — contending  with  England, 
severally  and  jointly,  for  the  sovereignty  of  the 
seas;  and  what  has  been  the  effect?  Let  the 
hlood-stained  ocean,  and  the  numerous  vessels  of 
war,  built  and  equipped  by  those  nations  that  have 
heretofore,  and  do  at  tbis  time,  make  component 
parts  of  the  British  navy,  answer  the  question. 

Perhaps  I  shall  be  told  that  I  have  given  up  the 
aigument,  by  acknowledging  that  the  three  greatr 
est  maritime  Powers  during  the  last  century,  by 
opposing  the  tyranny  of  Britain,  only  increased 
her  power  at  their  own  expense  and  loss.  No, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  adduced  this  fact  to  show  that 
they  attacked  her  in  the  only  point  where  she 
was  invulnerable;  they  attacked  her  wooden 
walls,  raised  by  her  manufactures  and  supported 
in  part  by  tbe  plunder  of  foreign  nations;  they 
attacked  the  effect,  let  us  attacK  the  cause ;  re- 
move the  cause,  and  the  effect  will  cease.  This 
is  not  a  sentiment  peculiar  to  my  weak  brain  ;  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  sentiment  adopted  by  a  ereat 
majority  of  the  most  enlightened  and  best  inarm- 
ed citizens  of  the  United  States.  I  believe  so 
from  verbal  communications,  and  from  nublie 
print^p— an  extract  from  one  of  these  I  shall  now 
read: 

"  It  is  expected,  (says  the  Independent  Chronicle,) 
that,  on  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  important  busi- 
ness of  national  commerce  will  be  adopted,  to  give  pro- 
tection to  our  property  and  seamen  ;  that  the  British 
nation  will  feel  the  force  of  our  trade,  not  only  within 
their  manufacturing  towns,  but  the  islands.  We  have 
a  strength  in  this  species  of  warfare,  which  would  com- 
mand the  attention  and  respect  of  that  nation.  Our 
imports  of  their  fantastical  articles  of  fashioD,  which 
only  serve  to  vitiate  our  habits,  and  introduce  idleness 
and  dissipation  among  our  citizens,  are  tbe  mainsprings 
which  enable  them  to  enrich  themselves  at  our  cost. 
Let  us  only  cease  to  barter  our  national  honor  for  gew- 
gaws and  articles  of  foppery,  and  we  might  bid  defi- 
ance to  that  Power,  which  now  wantonly  sports  with 
our  sovereignty  and  independence.  The  suppression 
oC  a  cargo  of  British  manufactures  would  be  more 
powerful  than  ten  sail-of-the-line;  for  the  latter  might 


be  captured,  sad  occasion  a  loss  of  millions,  but  the. 
former  would  enforce  its  operation  with  an  efficacy  too 
powerful  to  be  concealed,  attended  with  the  saving  of 
millions  of  dollars,  which  are  yearly  remitted  for  super- 
fluities- Let  us  know  our  strength,  as  it  relates  to 
Britain,  and  we  should  not  hesitate  long  in  putting  it 
into  operation.  Ships  of  war  are  the  strength  of  BriU- 
ain,  but  a  non-intercourse  would  soon  dismount  ever; 
cannon  of  theur  navy." 

However  chimerieal  this  may  appear  to  the  ei»* 
logists  of  BritBrin,  who  suppose  her  power  inviiK 
oiSle,  and  her  resources  inexhaustible,  they  are  as 
certain  and  inevitable  consequences  as  that  water 
will  quench  fire,  or,  that  taking  away  the  fuel 
will  cause  it  to  go  out.  But,  suppose  Great  BriN 
ain  should,  contrary  to  her  interest,  refuse  ta 
enter  into  just  and  amicable  arrangements  with 
tbe  United  States ;  should  let  a  non-intercoorse 
law  go  into  operation;  should  put  forth  her 
strength,  as  we  have  been  told  she  will  do,  and 
make  us  feel  it.  What  would  be  the  conse- 
quence ?  In  my  opinion,  a  horn-l)ook  politician, 
that  has  only  learned  his  A,  B,  C,  (if  he  has  not 
learned  them  in  the  sehool  of  a  British  Minister,)i 
may  discover  the  certain  and  inevitable  conse- 
ouence,  that  as  their  oppression  and  injustice  to 
the  Colonies  produeed  a  partial  independenee, 
their  continuance  therein  would  complete  the  sys- 
tem. I  say  a  partial  independence,  and  coneeive 
myself  fully  authorized  in  adopting  this  language, 
as  long  as  members  of  Congress  hold  up  an  idea 
that  we  cannot  exist  without  importing  British 
ma nufhc tares;  that  non-intercourse  would  injure 
the  United  States  more  than  Great  Britain,  and 
that  if  we  offend  her  Minister,  he  wiU  put  forth 
his  strength,  and  make  us  feel  it. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  desire  not  to  Irespnsa 
on  the  patience  of  this  Committee,  I  will,  in  a  few 
words,  state  what  appears  to  roe  to  be  the  lea^ 
grounds  of  opposition  to  a  non-intercourse  kw^ 
which  I  consider  as  the  only  effectual  measure. 
One  member  has  told  us,  his  tobacco  is  not  sold. 
Another,  that  it  would  saerifice  at  least  one  year's 
crop ;  and  a  third,  that  it  will  operate  harder  upon 
bis  constituents  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Union.  And  here  I  must  anticipate  the  situation 
of  a  fourth  class,  tbat  has  not  sold  their  wheat. 
And  another  class  of  citizens,  I  should  have  added, 
to  this  list  of  anticipated  sufferers,  if  we  had  not 
been  informed,  from  high  authority,  that  they 
were  like  slippery  eels,  that  could  slip  round  and 
evade  any  law  :  I  mean  the  merchants,  wbo^ 
doubtless,  have  on  hand  lar^e  quantities  of  beef, 
pork,  &c.  But,  as  we  are  told,  they  are  cool,  cal- 
culating rogues,  and,  therefore,  well  able  to  help- 
themserves,  I  shall  leave  them  to  manage  their 
own  business  in  their  own  way,  and  close  the 
catalogue  of  sufferers  with  the  case  of  my  imme- 
diate constituents  in  New  Jersey;  they  are, many 
of  them,  poor  tenants,  who  depend  upon  paying 
high  rents,  and  supporting  their  families  by  rais- 
ing produce  for  market,  and  can  only,  by  steady 
industry  and  rigid  economy,  pay  their  rents,  and 
support  their  families.  If  produce  falls  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  what  must  their  situation  be  ?  Will 
not  they  merit  at  least  an  equal  share  of  commis- 
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eratioQ  with  rich  landholders,  who  clear,  by  rais- 
ing tobacco,  cotton,  or  rice,  rrom  five  to  ten,  or 
fineen  thousand  dollars  per  anoom  ?  I  hope  no 
member  on  this  floor  will  conclude  they  do  not. 
Yet,  Mr.  Cbairman,  I  am  bold  to  say,  on  their  be- 
half, tbat,  if  it  depended  on  their  voice,  they  would 
say,  pass  the  law.  They  would  say,  as  some  of 
their  fathers  said  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  we  will  put  on  our  old 
clothes,  and  wear  them  over  again ;  we  will  reject 
her  manufactures,  and  forego  the  sweets  of  her 
islands,  rather  than  submit  to  her  insolence,  and 
the  cruelty  of  her  commanders  of  armed  vessels, 
pressing  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  mouths  of  our 
narbors,  and,  by  stripes  and  cruelty,  compelling 
them  to  assist  in  fiffhting  their  battles  aj?ainst  na- 
tions in  amity  and  peace  with  us !  This,  I  be- 
lieve would  be  their  language,  and  not  theirs  only, 
but  a  great  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  So  far  am  I  from  believing  with  my 
friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Eably,)  that  if  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States  were  fully  informed 
cl  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  nine-tenths 
would  reject  the  present  resolution;  nineteen- 
twentieths  would  call  upon  us  to  pass  a  non-in- 
tercourse law,  to  prohibit  trade  with  that  nation, 
until  she  restored  our  seamen,  and  entered  into 
arrangements  to  trade  with  us  in  future  upon 
terms  of  perfect  reciprocity. 

A  peace  neutrality,  a  non-intercourse  law  to  en- 
force the  resolutions  sent  by  the  Senate  to  our 
President,  will  be  more  efficacious  than  fifty  ships- 
of-the-line,  and  one  hundred  frigates.  The  voice 
of  a  respectable  class  of  citizens,  (the  merchants,) 
who  mere  immediately  sufier  loss  of  property; 
the  voice  of  humanity ;  the  sighs  of  aged  pa- 
rents, lamenting  the  absence  of  their  beloved  off- 
spring ;  the  heart-rending  cries  of  tender  females, 
for  the  loss  of  theii  bosom  friends — all  supported 
by  the  eternal,  immutable  principles  of  equal  jus- 
tice, 4inited,  call  aloud  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  apply  an  effectual  remedy  to  this 
horrid  scene  of  injustice,  oppression,  and  tyranny ! 
God  grant  that  we  may  no  loqger  turn  a  deaf  ear 
or  treat  with  indifference  these  calls. 

As  I  do  not  intend  to  impose  upon  the  Com- 
mittee by  frequent  communications,  I  must  beg 
their  attention  a  few  minutes  longer. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  confident  declamation  of  a 
member  fMr.  Ranoolph,)  who  has  taken  up  the 
time  of  tne  Committee  more  than  three  times  as 
long  as  any  other,  has  brought  to  my  remem- 
brance the  language  of  one,  who,  in  his  day,  was 
called  the  wisest  of  men,  (Solomon:)  "Wo  lo 
thee,  oh  land,  when  thy  King  is  a  child."  Wo  to 
these  United  States,  if  ever  that  day  should  arrive 
when  a  majority  of  her  Legislature  should  be 
children,  rocked  on  downy  pillows,  dandled  in 
the  lap  of  pleasure,  and  fed  at  the  table  of  luxury; 
whose  knowledge  is  all  theoretic,  acquired  by 
reading,  seated  in  easy  chairs.  These  are  tl^ 
mushrooms,  the  fungusses,  the  premature  hot- 
bed productions,  that  we  have  been  so  often  told 
of;  notwithstanding  they  have  had  the  assurance 
(may  1  not  more  properly  say  insolence  ?)  on  this 
floor,  to  treat  the  arguments  of  all  who  differ  from 


them,  as  trifling,  and  unworthy  of  notice;  and 
those  resolutions,  which  other  members  have  in- 
troduced, as  spurious  illegitimate  productions,  and 
their  authors  and  supporters  as  horn-book  politi- 
cians, not  having  learned  their  A,B,  C,and,  what 
is  much  worse,  they  never  can ;  bein^  so  void  of 
reason,  that  tney  ought  to  be  put  in  straight- 
waistcoats,  and  kept  in  dark  rooms.  But,  one  rar 
of  comfort,  doubtless,  strikes  every  honest  mina, 
in  observing,  that  this  number  of  arrogant  dictiv* 
tors  is  small  God  grant  that  they  may  not  barely 
remain  small,  but,  (if  they  continue  their  late 
insolent  conduct,)  at  the  next  election,  be  removed* 

Mr.  Chairman,  members  of  thfs  House  who  fre- 
quently take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  Revoln^ 
tionary  war,  whereby  the  colonies  of  North  Ame- 
rica became  free  and  independent  States — who- 
remember  the  time  when  the  American  Army*, 
reduced  to  a  skeleton,  a  handful  of  men.  dispirited 
by  defeats,  and  hard  pressed  by  a  powerful  and 
victorious  army  crossed  the  Delaware  at  Trenton ; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  reduced  state  of  the  Ariny, 
a  mortal  disorder  raged  in  various  parts,  whicitk 
caused  some  to  observe,  that  it  appeared  as  if  thf 
hand  of  Providence  was  turned  against  us — bat, 
in  the  sequel,  had  thankfully  to  acknowledge,  that 
not  by  their  own  power,  but  through  the  mercy 
of  the  AUwise  Disposer  of  Events,  this  powerful 
army  was  turned  back  again,  and,  finally^  obliged 
to  leave  this  land,  with  shame  and  disgrace! 
I  say,  those  members  will  not  rise  on  this  floor 
and  assert,  that  that  Government,  headed  by  the 
same  Monarch,  is  now  fighting  the  battles  of  lib- 
erty, and  is  the  only  barrier  we  have  against  Gal- 
lic tyranny ;  neither  will  thev  pour  torrents  of 
abuse  upon  the  Government  of  that  nation  which 
was  instrumental  in  procuring  their  freedom,  and 
still  manifests  a  friendly  disposition  to  treat  our 
citizens  with  respect,  and  our  commerce  with 
justice. 

No,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  and  trust  there  yet 
remains  in  this  House,  and  in  this  nation,  a  great 
majority  who  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Su- 
preme Omnipotent  Power,  that  not  only  reigqa 
above,  but  doth  whatsoever  he  sees  meet  amon^ 
the  children  of  men !  These  will  not  depend  upon 
the  fleets  and  armies  of  Great  Britain  to  defend 
us  from  Gallic,  or  other  tyranny ;  these  will  be 
concerned  to  act  justly  and  impartially  toward 
all  nations,  depending  upon  the  God  of  justice^ 
truth,  and  mercy,  to  bless  their  honest  endeavors, 
and  to  preserve  tnem  and  their  constituents  from 
all  harm.  With  this  class,  however  the^  maf 
be  despised  by  the  wise  and  learned  in  their  own 
conceit,  it  is  my  joy,  my  comfort,  and  my  glory 
to  act.  These  I  salute  as  my  beloved  bretnren, 
and  for  their  encouragement,  under  the  torrenta 
of  abuse  that  they  have  received,  let  them  re- 
member that  the  just  man's  path  is  a  bright  and 
shining  light,  that  shines  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfect  day,  and  that  all  who  walk  in  it  walk  safe^ 
ly,  and  hare  nothing  to  fear !  I  shall  conclude 
with  recommending  to  the  perusal  and  attentioa 
of  (hose  wise  and  learned  members,  before  alluded 
to,  one  verse  of  that  justly  celebrated  prayer, com* 
posed  by  Alexander  rope : 
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**  Let  not  this  weak,  unknowing  hand 
Pk'esume  thj  bolts  to  throw. 
And  deal  damnation  round  a  land, 
On  each  I  judge  thy  foe." 

Mr.  J.  Clay. — Several  reasons  induce  me  to  ad- 
Tocate  the  resolution  on  your  table,  one  of  the 
principal  of  which  is,  that  I  believe  it  to  be  the 
Cest  means  of  vindicating  that  right  which  is  in- 
herent in  us  as  an  independent  and  neutral  nation, 
the  right  of  freely  navigating  the  ocean  in  our 
own  ships,  and  carrying  our  own  property.  A 
Tiew  of  the  subject,  in  its  proper  aspect,  will  en- 
able us  to  see  what  that  right  is,  its  real  and  legiti- 
mate extent,  and,  consequentljr,  wherein  it  has 
t)een  violated.  In  taking  this  view,  I  shall  be  led 
to  consider  the  doctrine  of  neutral  rights  in  a  dif- 
ferent light  from  that  in  which  some  gentlemen 
have  taken  it.  It  is  much  to  be  reg[retted  that  the 
original  ground,  of  free  ships  making  free  goods, 
iias  ever  oeen  abandoned  by  us.  Had  this  doc- 
trine been  established,  an  end  would  have  heen 
put  to  the  vexations,  and  spoliations  on  neutral 
-commerce,  which  have  been  committed  under  the 
pretext  of  covered  property.  As  the  neutrality  of 
the  ship  would  have  insured  the  safety  of  the  car- 
eo,  no  temptation  could  possibly  exist  for  fraudu- 
lent practices — no  ground  for  the  accusation.  I 
believe  this  doctrine  is  the  best  supported  by  rea- 
son, and  by  the  considerations  of  justice  due  to 
neutral  by  belligerent  Powers.  Nothing  is  more 
certain  than,  that  a  nation  at  war  has  no  right  to 
take  enemy's  property  on  neutral  ground.  No 
nation  has  ever  claimed  a  right  to  violate  the  ter- 
ritory of  a  friend,  in  order  to  seize  the  property 
of  an  enemy ;  and  it  appears  to  me,  that  a  ship, 
sailing  under  a  neutral  flag,  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered in  the  same  liffht  as  a  part  of  the  territory  of 
the  nation  to  which  that  fla^  belongs.  The  only 
inquiry  which  a  belligereut  is  justified  in  making, 
b,  whether  the  ship  sails  under  false  colors,  or 
not  ?  and  this  would  be  sufSciently  shown  by  her 
papers.  I  believe  this  has  been  conceded  by  all 
nations,  at  least,  as  far  as  it  respects  ships  of  war. 
That  it  has  been  conceded  by  Great  Britain,  ap- 
pears from  the  celebrated  case  of  Jonathan  Rod- 
DiDs,  otherwise  called  Thomas  Nash.  By  the 
Treaty  of  1794,  a  person  committing  murder  in 
the  territory  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  and 
fleeing  to  the  other,  was  to  be  ffiveo  up  to  the  na- 
tion in  whose  territory  the  murder  was  committed. 
Under  that  treaty,  this  person  was  claimed  as  one 
of  the  mutineers  on  board  the  "  Hermione,"  and 
was  surrendered  to  the  British  bv  this  Govern- 
ment. He  could  not  have  been  demanded  on  a 
charge  of  piracy,  it  must  have  been  on  a  charge 
of  murder;  and  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that 
he  was  surrendered  under  the  idea,  that  the  ship, 
on  board  of  which  the  murder  had  been  com- 
mitted, was  British  territory.  If  the  act  had 
been  merely  a  piratical  one,  he  could  not  have 
been  demanded.  This  nation,  as  well  as  that, 
would  have  been  competent  to  punish  him ;  all 
nations  having  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  over  acts 
of  piracy  committed  on  the  higH  seas.  He  must, 
therefore,  have  been  demanded  and  surrendered, 
under  the  Treaty  of  1794,  on  the  charge  of  mur- 


der, and  both  nations  must  have  considered  the 
ship  as  British  ground.  This,  then,  I  take  to  be 
the  true  and  legitimate  extent  of  the  claim  of  a 
neutral  nation :  that  her  ships  shall  be  considered 
as  a  part  of  her  territory,  and,  that  if  no  fraud  is 
committed  in  carrying  the  flag,  they  have  a  pec^ 
feet  right  to  pass  unmolested.  But,  unfortunately, 
the  right  in  this  full  extent,  has  been  abandoned 
by  our  nation,  and,  however  we  may  regret  it,  we 
are  bound  by  the  surrender. 

It  has  been  justly  observed  by  mv  friend  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  RANnoLPH,)  thattne  nation  who 
has  the  mastery  of  the  sea,  always  finds  it  her  in- 
terest to  narrow  down  the  rights  of  neutrals,  and, 
indeed,  attempts  have  been  made  by  different  na- 
tions totally  to  cut  off  all  commerce  with  their 
enemies.  So  with  Britain.  We  find,  as  early  as 
the  year  1688,  that  this  was  insisted  upon  by  Great 
Britain.  In  her  treaty  with  Holland  of  that  year, 
she  agreed  to  prohibit  all  trade  with  France,  and 
it  was  attempted  to  be  justified  upon  the  same 
ground  as  is  now  set  up  as  a  pretext  for  her  nres* 
ent  aggressions — the  ground  of  necessity  and  the 
inordinate  ambition  of  the  French  Monarch. 
This  was  not  submitted  to  by  the  neutral  Powers. 
Sweden  and  other  northern  nations  remonstrated, 
and  their  remonstrances  were,  I  believe,  successfuL 

In  the  year  1757,  the  man  who  has  so  often  been 
alluded  to  by  the  epithet  of  "  back  stairs,"  the  pres- 
ent Earl  of  Liverpool,  wrote  a  book  in  vinaica- 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  nen* 
tral  nations,  and  from  it  we  may  gather  his  senti- 
ments on  the  treaty  just  mentioned.  After  quoting 
the  second  and  third  article  of  the  convention,  ia 
which  it  was  agreed  that  they,  (Holland  and 
England,}  "  would  take  any  ship  or  vessel,  what- 
'  ever  King  or  State  it  may  belons  to,  that  shall 
'  be  found  sailing  into,  or  out  of,  the  porta  of 
'  France,  and  condemn  both  vessel  and  mercban- 
'  dise  as  legal  prize ;  and,  that  this  resolution  should 
^  be  notified  to  all  neutral  States,"  he  proceeds : 

**  Such,  therefore,  at  this  time,  was  the  sTowed  opin- 
ion of  Holland,  and  England  was  induced  to  join  with 
her  in  this  convention,  exceeding  thereby  those  bounds 
of  equity  and  moderation  which  she  had  almost  alwaja 
practised,  m  this  point,  before,  and  which  she  will,  I 
hope,  most  foithfully  observe  for  the  future.  The  Northr 
em  Crowns,  who  were  particularly  a£fected  by  this  pro- 
hibition, contended  very  vehemently  against  it  In  an- 
swer to  their  objections,  were  urged  the  circomstanoes 
of  affairs,  the  danger  of  Europe,  and  the  mighty 
strength  of  that  ambitious  Power,  which,  if  some  ex- 
traordinary effort  was  not  made,  would  bring  mankind 
under  its  subjection.  It  is  remarkable  that  Pufiendoift 
who  owed  his  fortune  and  employment  to  one  of  those 
Northern  Crowns,  was  of  opinion,  in  this  case,  against 
them,  and  thought  that  the  convention  might  be  justi- 
fied. It  is  not  meant  here,  at  present,  either  to  censure 
or  commend  it.  Circumstances  may  sometimes  make 
a  thing  iswfiil,  which,  considered  by  itself,  would  be 
unjust  But,  such  times  are  truly  unhappy,  when  ne- 
cessity must  be  pleaded  in  support  of  a  right" 

Such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool, 
in  the  year  1757. 

But,  after  having  abandoned  the  doctrine  of  free 
ships  making  free  goods,  we  must  be  content  with 
endeavoring  to  examine  what  rights  remain  to 
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neutrals.  Writers  upon  national  law,  who  have 
supported  the  opposite  principle,  have  attempted 
to  snow  the  extent  of  neutral  rights  in  their  com- 
merce with  the  belligerent  nations,  and  the  prin- 
cipal restrictions  are,  that  they  cannot  carry 
enemy's  property,  or  goods  contraband  of  war. 
Various  aefinitions  of  contraband  articles  have 
been  giren.  As  long  as  the  production  or  fabri- 
cation of  warlike  stores  and  arms  were  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  nations,  the  application  of  the 
principle  to  them  might  haye  been  just;  but 
when  they  have  become  common  to  almost  all 
nations,  they  are  placed  in  the  same  situation  as 

£TOTisions  and  other  articles  of  commerce,  and  it 
as  become  eztremelj  doubtful  whether  tne  rea- 
soning of  modern  politicians  in  regard  to  them  is 
correct,  particularly  when  nations  on  the  eve  of 
war,  always  proride  themselves  with  sufficient 
magazines  for  carrjring  it  on.  But,  even  those 
who  agree  in  the  principle  of  confiscating  contra- 
band articles,  find  it  difficult  to  regulate  its  extent. 
At  one  time,  it  is  so  restricted  as  to  exclude  from 
the  list  even  naval  stores  and  saltpetre ;  at  anoth- 
er, it  is  carried  to  a  ridiculous  extent.  Spain,  at 
one  time,  undertook  to  define  the  list  of  contra- 
band, and  declared  that  tobacco  should  be  included. 
This  became  a  around  of  offence  to  England,  and 
Bynkershoek,  who  mentions  the  fact  on  the  au- 
thority of  Zouch,  says,  that  the  Bnfflish,  on  this 
occasion,  granted  letters  of  reprisal  against  the 
Bpaniaros.  The  grave  Dutchman  then  conde- 
scends to  be  jocose,  and  observes,  '*  whether  this 
*  controversy  about  tobacco  ended  in  smoke  or  no, 
'  I  am  ignorant.  This,  however,  I  know,  that  I 
'  do  not  agree  with  the  Spaniard  in  opinion,  as  no 
^  use  was  ever  made  of  tooacco  to  kill  an  enemy."* 

Now,  when  the  doctrine  of  contraband  may  be 
carried  to  such  dangerous,  and  even  ludicrous 
lengths,  does  it  not  appear  proper  to  abandon  it 
altogether  7 

But  recurring  to  the  same  authority  to  which  I 
have  already  referred,  we  shall  find  what  Great 
Britain  herself  understood  to  be  the  right  of  neu- 
trals in  the  year  1757: 

<'  It  cannot,  I  think,  be  doubted,  that  according  to 
thoM  principlos  of  natural  equity,  which  constitute 
the  law  of  nations,  the  people  of  eveiy  country  must 
always  have  a  right  to  trade  in  general  to  the  ports  of 
any  State,  though  it  may  happen  to  be  engaged  in  war 
with  another,  provided  it  be  in  their  own  merchan- 
dise, or  on  their  own  account,  and  that  under  this  pre- 
tence they  do  not  attempt  to  screen  from  one  party 
the  efiects  of  the  other,  and  on  condition  also  that  they 
carry  not  to  either  of  them  any  implements  of  war,  or 
whaterer  else,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  respect- 
ive situations,  or  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  may 

*  <*  De  tabaco  magnis  animis  inter  Hispanos  et  An- 
glos qus  si  turn  esse  refert  Zoucheus,  (part  2,  de  jure 
fee.  Sec  8,  Q.  12,)  et  ab  Hispanis,  judicatum  inter  res 
Teritas  esse,  adeo  propterea  indignantibus  Anglis,  ut 
etiam  contra  Hispanos  repressalias,  concesserint.  8ed 
an  ea  controversia  de  tabaco  tandem  in  fumam  abierit, 
nescio;  hoc  ado  me  Hispanis  non  conscentire,  quia 
verum  est  tabad  nullum  usum  esse  ad  csdeniuim 
hostem." — Bifnkershoek,  Qiusst.  jurie  pubUee,  Lib.  I. 


be  necessary  to  them  for  their  defence.  As  dear  as 
this  point  may  be,  it  has  suffidently  appeared  by  the 
&cts  deduced  above,  that  amid  the  irregularities  of 
war,  the  rules  of  equity  in  this  respect  were  not  al- 
ways enough  regarded ;  and  that  many  Governments, 
in  time  of  war,  have  often  most  licentiously  disturbed, 
and  sometimes  prohibited  totally,  the  commerce  of 
neutral  nations  with  their  enemies." — Dieeourse  on 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain. 

Here  is  no  mention  of  accustomed  trade.  En- 
emy's property  and  contraband  goods  alone  are 
mentioned  as  forbidden  to  be  carried  by  the 
neutral.  If  a  man  had  written  a  treatise  in 
defence  of  American  commerce  he  could  not 
have  been  more  explicit ;  he  could  not  now  have 
taken  a  different  ground.  We  claim  the  right  of 
carrying  our  own  property — the  products  of  our 
own  industry  and  enterprise — to  the  ports  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  in  our  own  ships, 
and  of  importing  goods  from  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers into  our  own  country.  This  is  all  for  which 
we  contend.  We  send  money  to  the  East  Indies 
and  provisions  to  the  West  Indies,  and  we  re- 
ceive in  return  their  coffee  and  sugar,  which 
yields  us  a  profit,  and  of  which  we  obtain  greater 
quantities  than  are  required  for  our  own  con- 
sumption. What  then  ?  Are  the  United  States 
bound  to  keep  on  hand  the  whole  surplus?  If 
so,  we  must  abandon  the  trade^  altogether,  for  the 
accumulation  would  destrov  it!  No.  These  goods 
once  landed  become  part  or  the  stock  of  the  na- 
tion, and  she  acquires  the  same  right  to  export 
them  to  foreign  countries,  that  she  has  to  export 
her  native  productions.  She  has  the  same  right 
to  send  them  to  Hamburg,  to  Holland,  to  France, 
and  to  Spain.  When  this  is  done  another  profit 
is  obtained  by  our  merchants,  who  import  from 
Spain,  France,  and  Holland,  certain  articles  which, 
on  their  arrival  in  the  United  States,  are  found  to 
be  beyond  our  wants,  or  better  suited  to  other 
markets,  and  are  again  exported.  Are  we  to  be 
deprived  of  this  right  too  ? 

Here  I  might  incidentally  notice  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  but  as  this  subject  has  been 
dilated  upon  verv  fully,  I  shall  maxe  but  a  sip- 
gle  remark.  Although  we  have  given  up  tn^ 
doctrine  that  the  national  fiag  shall  protect  bel- 
ligerent property  on  board  of  our  ships,  yet  no 
man  will  contend  that  this  relinquishment  has 
gone  so  far  as  to  admit  the  cruisers  of  a  nation  at 
war  to  take  from' our  ships  the  goods,  much  less 
the  persons  of  friends.  And  in  a  case  where  we 
find  a  British  officer  uniting  in  himself  the  char- 
acters of  party,  accuser,  and  judge,  I  do  think  the 
national  feelings  ought  to  be  called  forth.  Having 
thus,  as  I  think,  succinctly  stated  the  rieht  to 
carry  our  own  property  in  our  own  ships.  I  hope 
I  shall  be  indulged  in  making  a  few  remarks  on 
the  advantage  to  the  nation  of  that  species  of 
trade  most  affected  by  the  principle  assutned  by 
the  British  Government. 

A  distinction  has  been  attempted  to  be  drawn 
between  the  agricultural  and  commercial  inter- 
ests of  the  community.  But  it  has  been  conce- 
ded, that  if  by  this  trade  the  national  wealth  has 
been  increased,  it  is  as  much  entitled  to  protec- 
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rion  as  tbe  profit  which  springs  froin  the  produc- 
tions of  the  soil.  If  it  were  possible  to  coofiae 
our  commerce  to  tbe  exportation  of  the  surplus  of 
our  agricultural  products,  and  to  the  introduction 
of  those  foreign  articles  of  which  we  are  in  want, 
there  is  no  man  but  would  agree  that  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  carry  on  this  trade  by  our  own 
merchants,  and  in  our  own  ships,  as  both  the 
freight  and  the  profit  would  be  saved  to  the  na- 
tional stock.  For  instance,  cotton,  on  which  the 
average  profit  may  be  stated  on  every  pound  ex- 
ported at  not  less  than  two  and  a  half  cents,  and 
the  freight  at  three  cents.  If,  therefore,  the  car- 
riage oi  this  article  is  made  in  our  own  ships,  we 
save  on  every  pound  of  cotton  exported  five  and 
a  half  cents,  which,  if  transported  by  foreign 
merchants  in  foreign  vessels,  would  go  into  the 
pockets  of  foreigners.  The  same  thing  may  be 
said  with  regard  to^the  importation  of  foreign 
commodities  from  foreign  countries.  There  can, 
therefore,  be  no  difference  of  opinion  respecting 
tbe  advantages  of  this,  which  may  be  called  the 
direct  carrying  trade. 

We  now  come  to  the  second  branch  of  tbe  car- 
rying trade,  which  has  been  so  much  reprobated  ; 
this  consists  in  importing  foreign  products,  and 
re-exporting  the  surplus  of  those  products  be- 
yond our  own  consumption.  This  may  be  called 
the  circuitous  branch  of  it.  Indepenaent  of  the 
profit  of  this  trade  to  the  merchant,  there  are 
other  advantages  arfsing  from  it  to  the  consumer. 
Where  there  is  a  fair  competition  in  the  market, 
an  importation  of  any  article  much  beyond  the 
wants  of  the  people,  naturally  tends  to  reduce  the 
price,  even  although  it  should  be  intended  to  ex- 
port the  excess.  For  if  the  importer  can  get  a 
reasonable  profit,  he  will  prefer  selling  at  home  to 
encountering  the  perils  oi  the  sea,  and  the  uncer- 
tainties of  a  foreign  market.  A  surplus  of  im- 
ported productions,  therefore,  is  a  circumstance 
which  naturally  brings  them  down  to  their  min- 
imum value.  This  is  the  first  advantage,  and  is 
sensibly  felt  by  the  planter.  The  second  arises 
from  the  peculiarity  of  our  own  situation.  Most 
of»the  manufactures  which  we  want  are  imported 
from  England ;  the  proceeds  of  our  exports  to 
other  countries  of  Europe  are  ordered  to  Great 
Britain,  and  there  constitute  a  fund  from  which 
the  importing  merchant  pays  debts  due  there. 
In  proportion  to  the  accumulation  of  this  fund, 
the  price  of  exchange  falls,  and  the  merchant  is 
enabled  to  import  more  with  the  same  capital ; 
the  quantity  imported  will  exceed  the  demand 
here,  and  those  manufactures  will  again  be  kept 
at  their  minimum  value.  These  are  tbe  advan- 
tages to  the  consumer,  and  are  but  slightly  con- 
nected with  the  mercantile  profit  on  the  trade. 
But  there  is  an  advantage  independent  of  mere 
profit,  which  I  have  hinted  at,  but  which  has  not 
been  noticed  in  this  debate — I  mean  the  freight. 
From  a  statement  on  your  table  it  appears,  that 
in  the  foreign  trade,  six  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  tons  of  American  shipping  ace  annually 
employed.  The  price  of  freight  in  time  of  peace 
from  Great  Britain  to  America  might  be  estima- 
ted at  £2  sterling  per  ton.    Taking  thjis  as  an 


average  rate,  if  we  reckon  it  at  as  much  out.  and 
calculate  upon  two  voyages  a  year,  this  would  be 
£8  sterling  per  too ;  but  supposing  only  half  the 
shipping  to  be  employed,  and  reckoning  at  this 
old  peace  average,  the  amount  of  freight  would 
be  upwards  of  eleven  millions  of  dollars  -,  sea- 
men's wages  may  perhaps  be  not  inaccurately  e&> 
timated  at  about  three  millions  of  dollars,  de- 
ducting which,  it  will  be  found  on  this  moderate 
calculation  that  there  is  an  annual  benefit  drawn 
from  this  freight-trade  of  eigbt  millions  of  dol- 
lars. I  ask,  then,  if  this  trade  is  not  worth  pro^ 
tecting  ?  I  might  further  show  the  advantage  of 
this  trade  to  the  agricultural  interest  by  stating 
that  the  increase  of  capital  from  the  profits  of  it 
enables  the  merchant  to  give  a  higher  price  for 
the  productions  of  the  planter  andiarmer. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  coarse  con- 
templated by  the  resolution  will  be  adequate  to 
procure  a  redress  of  the  injuries  of  which  we 
complain.  In  every  discussion  of  this  kind  the 
first  consideration  is  whether  the  measure  which 
we  are  about  to  adopt  will  be  the  most  distressing 
to  ourselves  or  to  oar  adversary,  and  the  second, 
whether  it  will  be  such  as  to  induce  the  Power 
injuring  us  to  desist  from  her  agjgressions.  I  gave 
my  reasons  on  a  former  occasion  for  believing 
that  a  total  prohibition  of  British  goods  will  not 
answer  our  purpose ;  I  believe,  however,  the  mea- 
sure now  proposed  will.  By  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  appears  that  in  the 
trade  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain 
there  is  a  balance  in  her  favor  of  twelve  millions 
of  dollars  per  annum.  There  are  some  consid- 
erations wnich  induce  me  to  think  this  estimate 
overrated.  AU  goods  paving  ad  valorem  duties 
imported  from  the  East  Indies  are  estimated  at 
the  custom-house  by  adding  twenty  per  cent,  to 
their  original  cost,  and  those  imported  from  Eu- 
rope by  adding  10  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  price; 
deducting  this  advance  froin  the  amount  of  goods 
paying  duties  ad  valorem,  imported  from  British 
dominions,  and  the  sum  will  he  diminished  two 
or  three  millions.  The  true  balance  of  trade 
carried  on  in  our  own  ships  is  best  shown  by  the 
difference  between  the  amount  pf  goods  imported 
at  the  cost  at  the  placea  from  which  they  are 
brought,  and  tbe  amount  of  products  exported  at 
the  places  to  which  they  are  carried ;  and  the 
freight  always  constituting  a  part  of  the  pric&  a 
trade  may  be  advantageous  to  a  nation  merely  ny 
saving  the  carriage.  But  the  profit  ought  at 
least  to  be  taken  into  view.  I  may  be  incorrect, 
but  I  believe  not  much,  in  supposing  the  profit  on 
cotton  exported  to  Great  Britain  to  be  two  cenrs 
a  pound,  it  would  amount,  upon  an  average  of 
three  years,  to  half  a  million  of  dollars  per  an- 
num. This  ought  also  to  be  deducted  from  the 
balance  as  reported  by  the  Secretary.  In  this 
way  the  relative  difference  between  the  amount 
of  exports  and  imports  to  and  from  the  British 
dominions  is  materially  diminished;  and  after 
this  calculation  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  this 
difference  does  not  exceed  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
This  excess  of  in^ports  over  exports  must  be  made 
up  from  our  trade  to  other  countries — from  our 
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trade  to  Holland,  France,  Spain,  and  so  on.  Nor 
is  this  source  inadequate.  Taking  only  two  arti- 
cles of  our  export  to  those  countries— I  mean  cot- 
ton and  coffee — of  the  first  of  which  France 
takes  about  one-fourth  of  all  which  we  Bbip^  and 
making  the  same  deductions  which  I  have  before 
stated '00  goods  imported  and  paying  duties  ad 
yalorecD^  and  without  calculating  the  profit  on 
otber  articles,  I  think  I  may  be  warranted  in 
stating  the  whole  amount  of  our  exports  to  all 
parts  of  the  world,  estimated  upon  the  Secreta- 
zy's  report,  for  three  years,  at  an  average  of  sev- 
enty-two nullions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  our 
Imports  at  seventy  millions,  leaving  a  balance  to 
the  United  States  of  about  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars. This  sum  added  to  what  I  have  said  arises 
frvm  our  freight,  namely,  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars, produces  a  clear  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars as  the  annual  average  profit  to  the  nation  on 
our  trade  with  the  whole  world.  This  is  the  fruit 
of  thirteen  years  neutrality,  and  it  is  this  sum 
which,  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  our  mer- 
chants, has  formed  the  capital  which  enables 
them  to  carry  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and 
effectually  contradicts  the  charge  of  covering 
property. 

If  I  am  right  in  statin^r  the  balance  of  trade 
belvreen  us  and  Great  Britain  at  ten  millions  of 
dollars  in  her  favor,  every  step  which  we  may 
lake  tending  to  reduce  this  balance,  will  so  far 
operate  to  her  injury.  This  may  be  done  by 
adoptinff  the  coarse  recommended  in  the  resolu- 
tioo  before  us.  In  doing  this,  it  behooves  us  to 
single  out  such  articles  as  we  can  do  without,  or 
which  we  can  procure  from  other  cofintries. 
This  will  aflfectQireat  Britain  without  materially 
iojttrinfp  ourselves.  The  prohibition  in  the  reso- 
lutioQ  IS  confined  to  articles  which  may  be  got 
froia  the  continent  of  Europe,  or  manufactured 
at  home.  In  this  way  we  may  diminish  the  bal- 
ance against  us  in  our  British  trade,  and  if  we 
could  so  far  reduce  it,  it  would  be  an  annual  loss 
to.  ibat  nation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  while  it 
would  injure  us  but  little.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
her  interest  to  prevent  the  eSkcH  of  this  measure 
by  desisting  from  her  aggressions,  and  by  adopt- 
ing a  system  founded  in  justice  and  mutual  ad- 
vantage to  the  neatral  and  to  the  belligerent. 

But  while  I  am  in  favor  of  this  resolution,  I 
*  wish  it  had  been  accompanied  by  some  measures 
connected  with  a  permanent  system  of  naviga- 
tion laws,  such  as  I  had  the  honor  of  introducing. 
It  is  said,  however,  that  your  navigation  is  so  far 

J  protected  that  foreign  shipping  is  almost  banished 
rom  your  ports.  This  is  true;  but  this  effect 
does  not  flow  from  our  commercial  regulations. 
It  arises  from  the  circumstances  of  the  times — 
from  the  war  between  the  great  maritime  nations 
of  Europe.  Their  ships  must  be  armed;  tkey 
must  have  more  men;  provisions  with  them  are 
dearer  than  with  us;  thejr  cannot  sail  as  cheap  as 
we  can,  and  to  this  inability  must  be  added  the 
difference  in  the  rate  of  insurance.  These  are 
the  eaases  of  the' decrease  of  foreign  tonnage  in 
our  trade.  Another  consideration  shows  that  this 
effect  does  not  proceed  from  our  commercial  reg- 


ulations. Great  Britain  lays  hi^Ker  discrimina* 
ting  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  Unite4 
Kingdom,  in  American  ships,  than  the  difference 
paid  in  duties  on  goods  brought  to  the  United 
States  in  foreign  and  American  vessels.  On  some 
articles  it  amounts  to  one-third  of  the  duly ;  add 
to  this  that  our  vessels  are  charged  port  duties, 
light-money,  and  other  duties  much  beyond  those 
which  are  naid  by  her  ships  in  our  ports.  Com-> 
bining  all  these  circumstances  together,  it  will  be 
found  that  American  vessels,  in  me  trade  carried 
on  to  Great  Britain,  sail  under  great  diMdvanta<« 
ges  from  commercial  arrangements,  and  are  ex- 
posed to  greater  burdens  in  her  ports  than  British 
vessels  are  in  ours.  The  same  observations  ap" 
ply  in  a  sreat  degree  to  our  intercourse  with  the 
otner  beUigerent  Powers.  Besides,  we  are  pro« 
hibited  from  trading  to  the  British  colonies  in  our 
own  ships.  We  are  not  permitted  to  go  there 
'Unless  by  proclamations  of  their  Governors,  die* 
tated  sometimes  by  necessity,  aad  often  by  ea-< 
price.  Ey  the  £nglish  navigation  act  we  cannoili 
carry  anything  but  articles  of  the  growth  oi  pro* 
dud  of  our  owa  coaatry,  while  we  pefmi^t  every-i 
thing  lo  be  brought  from  Great  ^itaia.  I  sboald 
suppose  it  would  be  right  to  meet  her  regulatioaa 
by  adopting  reciprocal  oaes,  and  to  prohibit  aay^ 
articles  bemg  brought  by  her  vessels  into  the 
United  States,  which  are  not  the  growth,  pro* 
duce,  or  manufacture  of  the  British  dominioas. 
I  hope  a  provision  of  this  nature  i will  at  some 
future  day  make  a  part  of  our  permanent  navi- 
gation system.  I  have  declared  myself  in  fkvo;r 
of  the  resolution  on  your  table ;  yet,  however  in- 
consistent it  may  appear  to  sonie  gentlemen,  I. 
must  be  indulged  in  exnressins  a  hope  that  the 
final  question  will  be  delayed  foi  a  few  d^ys.  It 
has  been  already  said  that  a  great  length  of  tim^ 
(nearly  four  months)  has  elapsed  since  we  have 
heard  from  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  and  from  the  importance  of  the  ev^iia 
which  are  passing  on  the  great  theatre  of  EurcN^ 
it  is  probable  they  will  have  ao  incoosiderabla 
effect  on  her  measures  towarda  us.  Our  Miiustei 
is  BOW  engased  in  a  negotiation,  the  result  of 
which  I  should  wish  to  know  before  we  act  oa 
this  resolution.  I  therefore  hope,  that  after  we 
have  made  a  little  further  progress  in  this  discus- 
sion, the  Committee  will  rise,  and  take  some  fu- 
ture time  to  deliberate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Eppeb  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
rise.  The  subject  had  been  long  before  the  Com* 
miltee,  and  they  were  perfectly  ripe  for  a  deci** 
ion ;  the  subject  pressed  for  a  decision.  After  a 
vote  on  the  resolution,  a  bill  must  be  brought  itis 
on  every  item  of  which  a  discussion  may  take 
place,  and  th&a,  it  will  still  remain  to  be  discussed 
in  the  other  branch.  As  to  any  change  of  afbira 
in  Europe,  they  ought  to  have  no  influence  upon 
our  affairs  in  this  decision.  I  wish  that  Great 
Britain  knew  at  this  moment  the  step  which  the 
nation  is  about  to  take,  that  she  might  learn  that 
when  our  rights  are  invaded,  we  will  not  hesitate 
to  take  measures  for  obtaining  redress. 

Mr.  Smilik  likewise  opposed  the  motion.  He 
asked  whether  it  became  them  to  wait  fpi  a  stala 
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of  affiiirs  more  faTorable  to  Britain  than  the  pres- 
ent, and  whether  the  United  States  would  then 
be  enabled  to  meet  her  on  better  ground.  Sop- 
posing  even  there  was  a  probtbility  of  a  favora- 
ole  treaty  being^  formed,  it  ought  to  have  no  in- 
fluence on  their  decision,  for  it  was  known  that 
as  soon  as  a  treaty  was  ratified,  it  became  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  repealed  all  interfering  laws. 
One  thing,  however,  was  important,  that  even 
supposing  a  treaty  to  be  formed.  Great  Britain 
should  see  we  were  determined  not  to  be  tram- 
pled on,  but  to  resist  her  aggressions. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  haying 
been  rejected,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  res- 
olution originally  proposed  by  Mr.  Nicholsoit, 
when  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  con- 
eurred  in  its  adoption — yeas  87,  nays  35,  as  fol- 
lows: 


TxAi — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac 
Andenon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bas- 
■ett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  John  Boyle,  William  Butler,  George  W. 
Campbell,  J<^m  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christo- 
pher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clin- 
ton, jr.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowainshield,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Early, 
James  Elliot,  Ebenexer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  PetenK>n 
Goodwyn,  £dwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  WiUiam  Helms, 
David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Ne- 
hemiah  Knight,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan 
McFarland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Martin  G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph 
Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Yar* 
num,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Williams,  Marma- 
duke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynne. 

Nats — Silas  Betton,  Phanuel  Bishop,  James  M. 
Broom,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  Elias  Eaile,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Seth  Hast- 
ings, David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
lord,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip 
R.  Thompson,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  and  Peleg  Wads- 
worth. 

Mr.  Early  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring  in 
a  bill. 

Mt'ssrs.  Alston,  Smilie,  Leib,  and  Southaro, 
opposed  this  reference,  and  advocated  a  reference 
to  a  select  committee. 

The  motion  of  reference  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  disagreed  to  without  a  di- 1 


vision ;  when  the  reference  to  a  select  committee 
of  five  members,  composed  of  Messrs.  Mom Foan, 
BiowBLU  Smilie,  Eppes,  and  Alstoh,  obtained. 

Mr.  Early  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table, 
declaring  it  expedient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
to  adjourn  on  the  first  Monday  in  April. 

Mr.  Gregg  obsenred  that  as  it  appeared  to  be 
the  sense  of  the  House,  not  to  go  further  this  ses- 
sion than  to  carr^  into  effect  the  resolution  just 
agreed  to,  and  as  it  was  the  wish  of  some  gentle- 
men to  discharf^e  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  resolution  which  he  had  had  the  honor 
to  submit,  he  would  move  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  should  be  discharged  from  that  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Sloan  haTing  acquiesced  in  the  same 
course  with  regard  to  his  resolution,  the  Commit- 
tee were  discharged,  without  a  division,  from  the 
further  consideration  of  both  those  propositions. 

These  resolutions  having  been,  by  this  Fot& 
again  brought  before  the  House,  Mr.  Early  movea 
to  postpone  them  indefinitely,  but  withdrew  his 
motion,  on  Mr.  Gregg  and  Mr.  Sloan  agreeing 
to  withdraw  their  respective  resolutions. 


Tuesday,  March  18. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  twenty-third  of  December  last,  on  a  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Governor  and  Presiding 
Judge  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  relative  to 
the  state  of  that  Territory,  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  cable. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  same  committee,  present- 
ed a  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjjustment  of  titles  of 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Michi^n,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference 
desired  by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Laodais,'' 
and  disagreed  to  by  this  House ;  and  have  ap- 
pointed managers  at  the  said  conference  on  their 
part. 

POTOMAC  BIUDGE. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  fourth  instant,  to  the  bill  authori- 
zing the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Poto- 
mac, in  the  District  of  Columbia:  Whereupon, 
the  amendmenu  to  the  first,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  sections  of  the 
said  bill  being  again  read,  were,  upon  the  ques- 
tion severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  amendment  to  the  last  proviso  in  the  dev- 
enth  section  of  the  said  bill  being  under  consider- 
ation, the  said  proviso  was  read,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

"  And  provided  further^  That,  4f  the  net  annual 
revenue  arising  from  the  said  tolls  shall,  at  any  time» 

exceed  the  average  rate  of per  centum  per  annum 

upon  the  capital  stock  actually  subscribed  for,  after  da- 
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ducting  the  annual  ezpenie  of  keeping  and  maintain- 
ing the  eaid  hridge,  properly  repaired,  and  furnished 
with  all  neceeaaiy  attendance  and  implements,  of  com- 
pensating the  officers,  agents,  and  senrants,  of  the  said 
company,  and  other  incidental  annual  expenses  in  car- 
rying on  the  business  of  the  said  company ;  then,  and 
in  that  case,  the  rates  of  toll  may  be  Uieretiter  altered 
and  regulated  as  Congress  may  judge  proper;  and  the 
President  and  Directors  of  said  company  shall  lay  beforo 
Congress  the  annual  accounts  of  their  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, as  also  of  the  capital  employed  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  said  bridge :" 

The  (question  being  taken  that  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  io 
their  amendment  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  said 

I)royiso,  for  the  rate  per  centum  therein  to  be  al- 
owed,  with  the  words  "  twenty-four :"  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  49,  nays  53,  as  follows:  ■ 

TxAs — Geoige  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  James  M. 
Broom,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christo- 
pher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Elias  Earle, 
Caleb  Ellis,  Ebeneser  Elmer,  James  M.  Gamett,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Thomas  Mooro, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Joeiah 
Quinc^,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards, 
Jolm  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin 
G.  Schuneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Thomas  Spald- 
ing, Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Philip  R.  Thompson  Thomas  W*  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Coitlandt,  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  WhitehiU, 
Eliphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  junior,  Da- 
vid Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
Blaka,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Geoige 
W.  Oampbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
William  Dickson,  Peter  Eariy,  James  Elliot,  William 
Ely,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Charles  Golds- 
boroagh,  Edwin  Giay,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hamil- 
ton, Michael  Leib,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Patrick  Ma- 
gruder,  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Mooro,  John  Mor- 
row, Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel 
Tenn^,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Matthew  Walton,  Robert 
WhitehiU,  Marmadake  Williams,  and  Nathan  Wil« 


A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
inp  put,  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  said  proriso 
with  the  word  '*  twenty,"  it  was  resolred  in  the 
aflSrmative. 

The  other  amendments  to  the  said  eleventh 
aectioa  being  under  consideration,  were,  upon  the 
question  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  further  to  amend  the  said  bill,  bv  adding, 
at  the  end  thereof,  a  new  section,  in  tne  words 
followinfl^,  to  wit : 

**AndSeitJurther  enacted.  That, in  casesaid  bridge 
dkould,  at  any  time  haraailer,  be  destroyedy  and  tha 


corporate  property  of  the  said  company  should  theroby 
prove  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts  owing  by  said  com- 
puiy,  each  creditor  of  said  company,  after  having  ob- 
tained judgment  against  said  company  for  the  debt  ow- 
ing to  him,  may  levy  his  execution  on  the  persons  or 
private  property  of  the  individuals  composing  said  com- 
pany at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  said  bridge,  and 
have  satisfaction  from  each  of  said  individuals  for  a  sum 
that  shall  have  the  same  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
said  judgment  as  the  share,  or  number  of  shares,  in  the 
said  bridge,  owned  by  the  individual  upon  whom  the 
execution  be  levied,  bears  to  the  whole  number  of  ao* 
tive  shares  in  the  same :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  44,  nays  65,  as 
follows : 

YxAs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Csmpbell,  John  Chandler, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Findley, 
John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Michael  Leib,  Duncan 
MacFarland,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford, 
James  Sloan,  John  C.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Jo- 
seph B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  WUUams, 
and  Marmaduke  Williams. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William 
Blackledge,  James  M.  Broom,  WUUam  Butler,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark«  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun.,  Frederick 
Conrad  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  WiUiam 
Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  WiUiam  Eli^, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Garnett,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hast- 
ings, WUUam  Helms,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan^  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  S.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Newton  Jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  John  RusseU,  Peter 
SaUly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Thomas  Spalding,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggait,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Uri  Traqr,  PhUip  Van  Cortlandt,  KUlian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  EUphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams. Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

The  House  proceeded  further  to  amend  the  aaid 
bill :  when,  an  adjournment  being  called  for,  the 
House  adjourned. 

WEDNB0DAT,  March  19. 

A  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Prince  William,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  waa 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  eipressiye  of 
their  wishes,  and  praying  that  the  bill  authorizing 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  be  passed  into  a 
law. 

Orderedy  That  the  said  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Stanton,  one  of  the  members  from  the 
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8uite  of  Rhod€  Island,  presented  to  the  House 
^ceveral  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
•the  said  State,  disagreeing  to  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Kentutky  aind 
PenasylTania,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
GoBStitntion  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  confine 
tlie  judiciary  power  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
B tares  to  certain  cases  in  the  said  resolution  spe- 
-cified ;  which  Were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Gregq,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  fourth  ulti- 
mo, the  memorial  of  the  regents  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Orleans,  made  a  report  thereon;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  HoUse  on  Saturday  next. 
,bn  motion,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  '^as  relates  to  the  organiza- 
tion and  clasiiification  of  the  militia,  and  to  the 
augmentation  of  our  land  forces,  be  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  declara- 
tory act  relating  to  the  exemption  of  mariners  ac- 
tually employed  in  the  sea  service  of  any  citizen 
«r  merchant  within  the  United  States  from  mili- 
tia dutv ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  ny  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tfa« 
bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the 
river  Potomac,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  been  informed  that  the 
honorable  Jambs  Jaokson,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Sen- 
ators from  the  State  of  Georgia,  died  yesterday, 
have  appointed  a  committee  to  take  order  for 
superintending  his  funeral. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
BMfisage:  Whereupon, 

Beeohed,  unanimoudy,  That  this  Hotfse  will 
•ttend  the  funneral  of  Jamcs  Jackson,  Esq.,  late 
a  member  of  the  Seaete  of  the  United  Btates. 

BeMioed,  unamfnomif^  Tliai  the  membets  of 
this  House  do  wear  mourtaing  on  the  left  arm  for 
tfaeispace  of  one  month,  h)  testimony  of  their  re- 
spect ht  the  memory  of  that  distin^ia^ed  Rev- 
olutionary patriot. 

CANAL  AT  THE  RAPIDS  OP  THE  OHIO. 

Mr.  BoTLB,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  tenth  ultimo,  on  the  memorral  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  mead,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  Whom  was  commit- 
ted, on  the  fifth  instant,  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  on  the  petition  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  of  the  practicability  of  opening  the  proposed 
canal,  and  of  its  preference  to  one  contemplated  ou 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  as  well  on  account  of  the 
greater  ftdlity  of  its  accomplishment,  as  of  the  supe- 
rior advantages  that  would  result  to  the  navigation  of 
ilie  liver,  whan  aecoffipliihed,  maj,  la  the  opmion  of  ^ 


the  committee,  be  eoneeUy  estimated  by  referenoe  to  a 
draught  of  part  of  the  river,  and  notes  explanatory 
thereof,  which  accompany  the  memoriaL  Of  the  im- 
mense utility  of  the  proposed  canal  no  one  can  doubt 
who  reflects  for  a  moment  upon  the  vast  extent  of  fer- 
tile country  which  is  watered  by  the  Oluo  and  its  trib- 
utary streams,  and  upon  the  incalculable  amount  of 
produce  which  must,  of  course,  necessarily  find  its  way 
to  market  by  descending  that  river  and  encountering 
the  danger  and  difficulties  of  passing  its  rapids.  Bat, 
besides  the  general  advantages  which  would  result 
from  the  completion  of  the  proposed  canal,  it  W,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  particularly  interesting  to  the 
United  States,  inasmuch  as  it  would  greatly  enhance 
the  value  of  the  public  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio. 
There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that,  by  the  additional  vahie 
it  would  give  to  the  public  lands,  the  United  States 
would  be  more  than  remunerated  for  the  aid  winch  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  have  solictted. 

Prom  these  consideratiOBs  the  committee  wouhl  not 
hesitate  to  recommend  a  donation  or  vubsoiption  of 
shares  to  die  amount  contemplated  by  iStke  law  of  Ibe 
Legislaf ure  of  Kentucky  inoorpomting  the  Ohio  Oaaal 
Company,  if  they  believed  the  state  of  the  pablic 
finances  was  such  as  to  justify  it.  But,  from  the  a|»- 
plications  already  malle  for  aid  in  openmg  canab,  it  is 
probable  that,  if  the  United  States  enter  upon  expeosso 
of  this  kind,  those  expensee  cannot  be  inoonsideraUe; 
and,  as  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  is  akeady 
pledged,  almost  to  the  full  amount,  fer  purposea,  though 
not  more  usefitl,  ysl  more  urgent,  the  committee  «fe 
injluced  to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Ruohed^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant,  at  present, 
I3te  aid  tsolicited  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentaeky,  fa 
opening  a  canal  to  avoid  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio. 

Tbubsoat,  March  20. 

A  Me^Moigv  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Stntes,  communionting  informntion  in 
relation  to  innovntioos  of  Bpanrsh  troops  on  the 
Sabtire.  The  Message  was  read,  and,  cogethttr 
With  the  docttttteofts  transmitted  therewtih,  or- 
dered to  lie  Dn  the  table. 

The  SY>eAttEit  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  letter  snd 
report  from  the  Posttnaster  Obneral,  transmitting 
a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  who  hatre  made 
contracts  for  earryins;  the  mdil  of  the  United 
States,  since  the  last  day  of  Deciember,  one  thoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  four,  showioff  the  terms 
and  duration  of  each  contract,  respectively;  made 
in  p«rsuaDce  ^  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
thirteenth  inuaot ;  which  wen  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  fifth  instant,  a  letter  from  the  See- 
reUfry  of  the  Navy,  communicating  the  natnre 
and  extent  of  the  services  rendered  to  the  capcive 
crew  of  the  late  frigate  Philadelphia,  by  his  ban- 
ish Majesty's  Consul  at  Tripoli,  made  a  report 
thereou ;  which  was  read  and  considered :  Where- 
upon, the  resolution  contained  in  the  said  report, 
in  the  form  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses 
being  twice  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wtt : 

Rewhedy  by  the  Senate  and  House  ef  Repnmnt^ 
Htfee  of  the  IMted  Statee  of  Ameriea  m  Cei^fieu  ao- 
eendM,  Thsct  tbs  PresidBnt  of  the  United  Bmm  U 
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requested  to  cause  to  be  msde  known  to  Niefaolts  C. 
Nissen,  Esq.,  his  Danish  Majesty's  Consul,  residing  at 
Tripoli,  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  his 
disinterested  and  benevolent  attentions  manifested  to 
Captahi  Bainbridge,  his  officers,  and  crew,  during  the 
time  of  their  captivity  in  Tripoli. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutiou  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Fribat,  March  21. 

Several  petitions  of  the  tababitants  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  signed  by  sundry  of  the  said  in- 
habitants, in  behalf  of  the  several  wards  of  the 
said  city,  were  presented  to  the  Hoo^e  and  read, 
praying  that  permanent  defence  for  the  city  and 
port  of  New  York,  may  be  speedily  commenced, 
on  a  scale  that  will  insure  protection  against  na- 
iiomi  hostility,  or  predatory  incursions ;  and  that 
the  harbor  of  New  York  may  be  made  the  station 
o£  auch  ships  of  war  as  are  not  otherwise  em- 

eoyed.— Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
ouse  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  MuMPORU,  from  the  committee  apooiated 
on  the  seventeenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  further  to 
altek*  and  establish  certain  post  roads;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  SpBaKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  showing  the  ob- 
structions to  the  transmission  of  the  mail  from 
Athens,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  New  Orleans ; 
and  giving  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of 
opening  a  horse  road  between  the  same  points, 
made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
of  the  aeventeenth  instant;  which  were  read,  and 
iTeferred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
whom  was  committed,  on  the  twentieth  ultimo, 
the  bill  making  appropriationa  for  the  support  of 
Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  faun 
dred  and  six. 

Mr.  Crowninsbielu,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for 
erecting  certain  light-houses  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  for  building  a  beacon  or  pier  at 
Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of  Connrcticut ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  eDgrossed  resolution,  in  the  form  of  a  joint 
iteoiotioo  of  the  two  Huuses,  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  disinterested  and  benevo- 
lent attentions  of  hi^i  Danish  Majesty's  Con&ul  at 
Tripoli,  to  Captain  Bainbridge,  his' officers,  and 
crew,  during  their  captivity  at  Tripoli,  was  read 
the  third  time 

Besolved,  wmnimously^  That  the  said  resolu- 
tion do  pass,  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do 
carry  the  same  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  thir  con- 
currence. 
Mr.  Sarly  offered  the  fc^lowing  resolution: 


Retohed,  That  fhe  standing  and  select  committMS 
be  directed  to  report  on  all  the  busiaees  heretofora  re* 
ferred  to  them,  and  now  depending,  before  the  last 
Wednesday  of  the  present  month. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  opposed  this  motion,  and  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  acting  on  the  resolution 
relative  to  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Early  withdrew  his  motion,  and  said  that 
he  would  pursue  this  course. 

Mr.  £.  then  withdrew  the  resolution  offered  by 
him  a  few  days  since,  relative  to  an  adjournmeot| 
and  substituted  in  lieu  thereof  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  adjourn  the 
two  Houses  on  the  first  Monday  of  April. 

Mr.  Smilie  moved  a  postponement  of  the  con- 
sideration of  this  resolution  until  Monday  week, 
to  allow,  in  the  interim,  time  for  the  adoption  of 
the  national  business  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Eably  disclaimed  any  intention  to  defeat 
the  measure  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania. 

After  some  further  debate  the  motion  of  post- 
ponement prevailed. 


BULE8  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Tbomas  said  he  wished  to  submit  a  motion 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  House  and  he  would,  in 
a  [eyr  words,  state  the  reason  which  influenced 
him. 

The  bill,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  a  partial  non-importa- 
tion of  the  products  aod  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  is  now  before  us,  and  we  shall  soon  be 
again  engaged  on  thC/  subject  of  our  difierences 
with  that  nation :  a  subject  which  has  been,  and 
probably  will  be  again,  embraced  as  a  theme  on 
which  much  of  the  precious  time  of  this  House 
has  been  spent,  and  I  think  its  dignity  prostrated ; 
in  talking  about,  and  animadverting  on  all  the  ii^ 
tie  local  party  divisions,  which  have  been  artfully 
attempted  to  be  raised  in  diiierent  sections  of  this 
Union  by  designing  individuals  and  newspaper 
writers,  but  which,  as  to  principle,  do  not  in  re- 
ality exist  :  in  attempting,  by  low  epithets  and  per- 
sonal allusions,  to  criminate  the  present  Chief  Ma«> 
gistiate  of  this  country,  who  not  only  possesses  the 
entire  confidence,  and  is  the  pride  aod  boast  of  al- 
mo^it  unanimous  America,  but  has  been  eulogized 
throughout  Burope, and  the  whole  civilized  world, 
for  the  salutary  measures  which  he  has  recom- 
mended and  adopted,  to  lessen  his  own  patronage, 
to  lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people,  to  preserve 
peace,  and  to  render  their  independence,  freedom, 
and  happiness,  permanent  and  secure,  and  whose 
political  life  will  be  transmitted  to  posterity,  in  the 
fairest  pages  of  history,  as  a  model  of  public  virtue, 
and  true  patriotism :  In  canvassing  for  the  elec- 
tion of  another  President ;  in  attempting  to  excite 
jealousies,  and  disturb  the  harmony  and  unanmity 
of  the  nation,  at  this  momentous  crisis — besides 
the  low  personal  abuse,  which,  while  that  subiect 
was  before  under  consideration,  has  been  levelled 

I  at  a  great  number  of  the  most  respectable  members 
of  this  House — all  of  which,  I  deem  a  gross  vio- 
lation of  its  dignity,  and  the  honor  of  the  natiOBi 
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and  which  I  will  set  my  face  against,  while  I  am 
honored  with  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

Our  rules,  on  this  subject,  are  either  misconstrued 
or  they  are  defective — I  shall,  therefore,  propose 
an  alteration. 

But  by  this,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  wish  not  to  be  under- 
stood, as  having  any  reference  to  the  low  invectives 
directed  at  myself,  the  other  day,  by  a  member, 
whom  I,  exercising  a  Constitutional  right,  called 
to  order,  when,  in  my  opinion,  he  was  outraging 
decency  add  decorum — for  I  viewed  that  onlv  as 
a  stroke  in  the  desperate  struggle  of  one,  who,  from 
disappointment  and  chagrin,  was  politically  stran- 

5;led  by  his  own  hands,  and  just  expiring.  I  feel 
iar  above  being  affected  bv  anything  of  this  kind, 
individually,  but  I  feel  for  tnedignity  of  this  House 
and  for  the  reputation  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment— and  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevent  this 
kind  of  transgression  in  future,  by  bringing  ques- 
tions of  order  fairly  before  the  Chair  and  the 
House,  I  will  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedy  That  when  a  member  is  called  to  order  by 
another,  he  shall  immediately  sit  down,  and  the  mem 
her  calling  the  other  to  order  shall  then  be  allowed  to 
state  the  points  which  he  objects  to,  as  being  out  of 
order,  so  that  the  decision  of  the  Chair  and  the  House 
may  be  taken  thereon. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Mr.  Clare  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  lay  a 
resolution  on  the  table,  which  I  have  for  some  time 
past  kept  in  mjr  drawer.  I  will  do  this  with  a  view 
of  affording  this  House  an  opportunity  of  exerci- 
sing one  of  its  Constitutional  powers.  I  consider 
the  House  of  Representatives  as  the  immediate 
guardians  of  the  rights  of  those  whom  they  repre- 
sent. They  are  more  dispersed  throughout  the 
United  States  than  any  other  class  of  public  men, 
and  from  them  on  their  return  home  the  people 
may  rationally  expect  a  more  complete  informa- 
tion of  what  IS  passing  here  than  from  an^  other 
persons.  In  so  extensive  a  country  there  is  a  bet- 
ter chance  of  their  affairs  being  known  through 
this  organ  than  through  licentious  presses.  With 
regard  to  the  public  character,  who  is  the  object 
of  this  resolution,  I  hate  long  nad  suspicions,  and 
I  have  since  found^  from  what  I  consider  good  au- 
thority, these  suspicions  confirmed.  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  a  man  high  in  office,  no 
other  man  than  the  Postmaster  General  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  combining  and  machina- 
ting against  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
that  he  has  used  his  efforts  to  seduce  a  press  (Mr. 
Clark  is  understood  to  have  alluded  to  the  Au- 
rora) to  aid  him  in  a  claim  dependinf^  before  this 
House.  I  know  of  one  authority  which  could  re* 
lieve  this  House  from  the  necessity  of  discharging 
what  may  be  considered  an  unpleasant  duty,  by 
getting  nd  of  what  may  be  called  a  public  nui- 
sance—I mean  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  because  I  believe  that  great  and  good  man, 
whose  greatest  fault,  if  he  has  a  fault,  consists  in 
his  goodness,  has  not  been  fully  informed  on  this 
subject,  that  this  course  is  rendered  necessary.    I 


have  such  confidence  in  the  President,  that  I  be- 
lieve, if  he  had  received  this  information,  he  would 
not  have  suffered  his  officer  to  remain  a  moment 
in  place.  But  good,  just,  and  honest  himself,  he 
listens  to  earwigs  who  surround  him,  who  extol 
this  officer,  and  whisper  sweet  things  in  his  favor. 
I  think  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  Gbveroment  to 
take  this  step.  As  to  the  representative  part  of  it 
I  have  little  apprehension,  as  I  know  that  in  case 
of  misconduct  the  election  screw,  that  admirable 
feature  of  the  system,  will  apply  an  abundant  rem- 
edy. But  when  an  officer  in  the  Executive  De- 
partment is  found  to  be  undeserving  of  confideoee 
it  is  right  that  the  people  should  know  it ;  and, 
with  the  .convictions  I  entertain,  I  should  not  do 
my  duty  if  t  did  not  make  this  motion,  before  the 
end  of  my  political  life,  which  may  in  a  few  days 
expire — I  thereforesubmit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  oondnct  of  Gideon  Granger,  Foetmaster  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,  and  report  their  opinion  whe- 
ther the  said  Gideon  Granger  hath  to  acted  in  lus  ca- 
pacity of  Postmaster  General,  as  to  require  the  inter- 
position of  the  Constitutional  power  of  this  House. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  this  res- 
olution, 

Mr.  Dana  suggested  the  expediency  of  letting 
it  lie  for  a  day,  as  an  important  principle  was  in- 
volved in  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Clark  replied,  that  though  he  felt  the 
strongest  disposition  to  be  oblig^ing,  he  could  not 
agree  to  the  postponement.  The  session  was  pres- 
sing towards  a  close,  and  there  was  no  time  to  be 
lost.  The  inquiry  ought  to  be  made,  that  the  of- 
ficer implicated  might,  if  innocent^  be  acquitted ; 
and  if  guilty,  be  dismissed  from  office. 

Mr.  Jackson  hoped  the  resolution  would  not 
be  permitted  to  lie  unacted  on.  It  is  certainly  a 
duty  due  by  gentlemen  on  thisfloor,as  well  to  their 
constituents,  as  to  the  gentleman  inculpated,  to 
call  for  an  investigation.  This  duty  my  coileaf  ue 
has  now  undertaken,  and  I  rejoice  at  it ;  for  when 
this  same  officer  was  accused  at  a  former  session, 
and  asked  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  we  were 
told  he  should  not  be  indulged  in  that  high  honor. 
I  trust  his  conduct  will  now  be  inquired  into ;  that 
if  guilty,  he  will  be  removed  from  office,  or  if  ia- 
nocent,  he  may  be  honorably  acquitted. 

Mr.  Lton  was  likewise  in  favor  of  an  immedi- 
ate agreement  to  the  resolution,  and  remarked  that 
it  was  exactly  the  thing  solicited  the  last  session 
by  the  Postmaster  Qeneral. 

Mr.  S)aiLiE  said  it  was  proper  that  an  inquiry 
should  be  made  whenever  there  were  any  allega- 
tions of  criminality ;  without  such  allegations  he 
was  not  ready  to  vote  for  this  inquiry — should  they 
be  made  he  should  be  ready  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Clark  said  he  had  stated,  what  he  thought 
would  have  been  distinctly  heard  throughout  the 
House,  that  he  had  been  well  informed,  and  which 
he  believed  could  be  established  by  unexceptionable 
testimony,  that  the  Postmaster  Qeneralhad  con- 
spired ajB;ainst  the  representatives  of  the  people  by 
attempting  to  seduce  a  press  in  favor  of  a  claim  he 
had  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Smilib  observed  that  he  had  not  before 
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leard  this  ailegatiea  stated  ;  having  heard  it,  be 
was  ready  'o  vote  in  favor  of  the  inqoiry. 

Mr.  Sloan  said  the  resolution  ought  to  uDiteali 

descrtptioes  of  members  in  itsfavor — those  friendly 

to  its  object,  those  inimical  to  it,  and  if  there  were 

any,  those  neater  to  it  ^  especially  after  the  request 

,  nade  by  the  Postmaster  Gteneral  at  the  last  session 

\  la  the  same  effect. 

\  The  resolution  waa  thes  agreed  to  without  a 
Vdivision,  and  a  conuaaittce  of  inqutry  appointed, 
/eoBsisting  of  Messrs.  CLARa,  Rooer  Nblson, 
iBiDWBLL,  h  Cult,  Pitcin,D.  R.  Williamb,  and 
Clinton. 

POTOMAC  BSIDOS. 
An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  over  the  river  Potomac,  io  the  District  of 
Columbm.  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on  the 
question  that  the  sard  bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved 
In  the  affirmative — yeas  61,  nays  52,  as  follows: 

Tbas— Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  Harwell 
Basaett,  George  U.  Bedingar,  Silas  Betton,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Boyle,  Wilfiam  Butler,  Levi  Casey, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  ChriB.  Clark,  Ma^ 
lliew  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  EUas  Earle,  Ebeneaer  Bl- 
SMT,  Winiam  Ely,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  €^nett, 
PcAemon  Goodwyn,  8Uas  Halsey,  8eth  Hastings,  Wil- 
liani  Helias,  David  Hough,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly, 
Kebamiah  Knight,  JosepAi  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew 
LyoD,  Witisaa  McCieery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore^  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newton,  jug., 
Jofl«ph  H.  Nieholson,  Joaiah  Quiacy,  John  Randolph, 
Thosaaa  M.  Randolph.  Jacob  Richardsi  John  Ruasell, 
Peter  SaiUy,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schoneman, 
Hearjr  SouUiard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford, 
Jooeph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggsjrt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  TTri  Tracy,  ^bram  Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eliphalet  Wickea,  Na- 
than Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Jb>8eph  Winston. 

Nats — Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard^  Barnabas  Bid- 
trell,  Joihn  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
poxU  jun.,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Peter  l^arly, 
Jumoa  ElKot,  Calab  Effii,  John  W.  Eppes,  WUliam 
Findle^,  John  Fowlsr,  Charles  GoldBboroogh,  Edwin 
Gray:,  Andrew  Giagg,  baiah  L.  Grsen,  John  Hamtt- 
iooy  David  Holmea,  Duncan  MacFariand,  Patrick  Ma- 
^fradair,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters^  Jersmtah  Mor- 
row, John  Morro#,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson, 
Gideoa-  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John*  Rea  of 
Ponuajl^^'^i*)  ^hn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sand- 
£>rd,  Ebenezer  Sesver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thom- 
aa  W-  Tlaompson,  Joseph  B.  Varnum»  Matthew  Wal- 
ton, John  "Whbehiir,  David  R.  WiUiams,and  Marmaduke 
Williams. 

About  2  o'clock  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  he 
had  a  motion  to  nkakO)  which  required  the  gal- 
leriea  to  be  cleared.  They  wiere  accordingly 
cleared. 

Satdrdat,  March  23. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  House 
that  the- Senate  have  pasaed  the  biil,  entitled  ''An 
«ot  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compeimtioBB  of  the, 
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oflkera  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreoeAta- 
tiTes,"  with  seTeral  amead  meats ;  to  which  thtf 
desire  the  ooncorr«nce  of  this  Moose. 

A  petition  of  snndry  inhabitants  of  the  Territo- 
ry of  Louisiana  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read,  prayii^  that  an  a-meadment  may  be  made 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  District  of  Louisi- 
ana/' confirming  all  banajide  concessions  of  land 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory,  prior  to 
the  cession  thereof  to  the  United  States;  that  the 
benefits  contained  in  the  second  section  of  the  said 
act  may  be  extended  to  all  heads  of  families  who 
were  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  earth  for 
themselves  and  others,  anterior  to  the  aforesaid 
cession ;  that  a  grant  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
may  be  made  to  each  person  resident  within  the 
saiq  District  for  sixteen  years  and  upwards;  and 
that  the  time  for  entering  and  recording  the  claitm 
and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Louisi- 
ana may  be  extended  to  the  first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. — Referi^- 
ed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Sl>EAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  list  of  bills  drawn  by  the  Minister  Plenipoteni- 
tiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  on  the  Treas- 
ury of -tl&e  United  States,  for  claims  embraced  by 
the  conventioB  with  the  French  Republic,  of 
April  thirtieth,  ooe  thousand  eight  hundred  oad 
three,  which  have  been  presented  at  the  Treasury, 
previous  to  the  fourteenth  of  March,  one  thoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  six ;  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  thirteenth  instant ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TALLMAnoE,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  sixth  instant,  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*An  act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshals,"  re- 
ported to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same, 
with  several  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments:  Whereupon,  . 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  same. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  Were  referred,  on  the 
twenty-fourth,  thinieth,  and  thirty*fiiat  of  De- 
cember, and  on  the  second  and  sixteenth  of  Jaa- 
narv  last,  sundry  petitions  of  pnrchaaera  of  public 
lanos  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Cotaamittee 
<^  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  aoiend- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Seilate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre-^ 
aentatives:"  Whereupon,  the  said  amendments, 
together  with  the  bill,  were  committed  ta  lilif . 
Leib,  Mr.  Trioo,  and  Mr.  Seavbr. 

Mr.  Jaokson  mored  the  following  resolution: 

kuolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasliiy  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  lay  before  the  Honse  a 
statement  of  the  quantity  of  knds  sold  in  the  State  of 
Ohio^  ift.each  year,  fiom  the  thiMaath  day  of  Jone^  one 
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tlioiiaand  eight  hundred  tnd  two,  up  to  the  period  of 
the  last  returns  made  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
with  the  amount  for  which  they  were  sold : 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motion  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

RULES  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  seventh  ultimo,  a 
resoluiioQ  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  standing  rules  and  orders  oi  the 
House,  so  far  as  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  keeping 
the  Journals ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  to  the  House 
their  agreement  to  the  same,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"  That  the  name  of  the  member  who  presents  a  pe- 
tition, or  memorial,  or  who  offers  a  resolution  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  be  inserted  on  the  Jour- 
nals." 

'*  That  every  written  motion  made  to  the  House  be 
inserted  on  the  Journals,  with  the  name  of  the  mem- 
ber making  it,  unless  it  be  withdrawn  on  the  same 
day  on  which  it  was  submitted :"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
report,  to  be  established  as  amendments  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 

COAST  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape 
Fear. 

Mr.  Crowninshield  advocated  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  and  observed  that  he  hoped  the  mea- 
sure contemplated  by  it  would  be  the  commence- 
ment of  a  system  for  surveying  the  whole  coast, 
by  which,  he  had  no  doubt,  many  lives  and  much 
property  would  be  saved. 

The  bill  appropriates  five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  survey. 

No  opposition  having  been  made,  the  Commit- 
tee rosQ)  and  the  House  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading  on  Monday. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  laying  out  a  road  from  Cum- 
berland, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohioj  Mr.  Leib  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely. 

Mr. Clark  supported  this  motion.  He  thought 
there  was  not  sufficient  time  to  act  on  the  bill 
during  this  session.  He  declared  his  wish  to  be 
to  lay  out  three  roads,  one  from  some  point  in 
Pennsylvania,  one  from  some  point  in  Maryland, 
,  and  one  from  some  point  in  Virginia,  expending, 
in  the  first  instance,  an  adequate  sum  on  the  mid- 
dle road,  and  afterwards  appropriating  a  like  sum 
to  each  of  the  other  roads. 

Mr.  Jackson  gave  a  concise  history  of  the 
fond  from  which  the  making  of  roads  to  Ohio  is 
to  be  efiected ;  and  stated  bis  opinion  that,  inas- 
much as  the  compact  with  Ohio  provided  for  the 
laying  out  ^jurnpike  or  other  roads/'  it  would  be 


a  violation  of  it  to  lay  out  a  single  road.  Mr.  J. 
regretted  that  the  subject  had  been  so  long  do- 
Jayed,  and  observed  that  when  it  was  previously 
before  the  House,  he  had  meant  to  ofier  a  resolu- 
tion calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  amount  of  the  lands  sold  since  June  30, 1802; 
in  which  purpose  he  had  been  frustrated  by  an 
adjournment.  Fearing  that  the  subject  wonU 
not  this  session  be  deliberately  examined,  from 
its  competition  with  other  important  objects,  and 
believing  that  the  bill  contained  an  exceptionable 
principle,  he  should  concur  in  the  motion  of  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Beoinqer  opposed  the  postponement,  and 
advocated  the  bill.  He  observedf  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  route  contemplated  in 
the  bill,  and  he  considered  it  the  shortest  and  best 
for  the  general  interests  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  likewise  opposed  the  postpone- 
ment, and  advocated  the  bill,  whose  object  was^ 
he  thoufi^ht,  as  important  as  that  of  any  businesi 
before  the  House.  He  viewed  the  idea  of  the 
compact  being  violated  by,  in  the  first  instance, 
laying  out  one  road  instead  of  three  as  strange 
and  unfounded — inasmuch  as  the  laying  out  one 
road  did  not  supersede  the  ri^ht  of  afterwards 
laying  out  another.  Mr.  N.  further  advocated 
the  bill  as  fixing  a  route  most  convenient  to  the 
three  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland|  and 
Vireinia. 

Mx.  Jackson  said  he  was  not  adverse  himself 
to  acting  on  this  business  this  session,  if  he  could 
be  convmced  that  the  House  would  pay  to  it  a 
full  and  dispassionate  attention.  He  was,  how^- 
ever,  persuaded  this  would  not  be  the  case.  Mr. 
J.  spoke  also  at  some  length  against  the  route 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  and  the  inadequacy  of 
the  fund  to  forming  so  vast  and  difilcttlt  a  turn- 
pike. 

Mr.  Lton  opposed  the  postponement,  and  ad- 
vocated the  bill,  under  the  impression  that  the 
route  proposed  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
Western  people. 

Mr.  CoNRAO  supported  the  postponmeni;  on 
the  idea  that  the  proper  course  of  proceeding  was 
for  the  States  first  to  lay  out  roads,  and  for  Cour 
gress  then  to  aid  them  by  appropriating  this  fund. 
He  thought  it  was  desirable  t^at  there  should  bt 
three  roads,  one  from  each  of  the  States  of  Penn* 
sylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia. 

Mr.  Leib  was  against  the  oill,  because  he  con- 
sidered 'the  measure  contemplated  by  it  prema- 
ture. What  authority  have  Congress  to  lay  oat 
tbls  road  before  they  have  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  States  ?  Considering  the  expense  of  laying 
out  this  route,  he  looked  upon  the  bill  as  merely 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
missioners and  chain-carriers. 

Mr.  Morrow,  of  Ohio,  believing  this  road 
would  be  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  West- 
ern people,  that  it  was  the  best  and  most  direct 
route,  and  that  the  fund  would  be  adequate  to  the 
object,  was  adverse  to  the  postponement,  and  in 
favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FiNOLET  believed  the  best  way  was  to  ap- 
point disinterested  Commissioners,  and  after  re» 
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eeiviDg  their  report,  to  designate  the  route.  He 
said  he  had  travelled  this  road^  and  believed  that  a 
better  one  could  be  designated.  He  should,  there- 
fore, vote  for  the  postpooemeDt,  and  then  in  favor 
of  appointing  Commissioners,  should  that  mea- 
sure be  proposed. 

Mr.  Smilib  was  opposed  to  a  postponement. 

Mr.  Lewis  took  nearly  the  same  ground  with 

Mr.  FiNDLBY. 

When  the  question  on  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  lost — yeas 
51,  nays  59,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
set, Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher. Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Elias 
Earle,  Ebenezer  £lmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Josiah  Masters,  Thomas  Moore, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon 
Oiin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stan- 
ton, David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  Robert  Whiteliill,  Marmaduke  WUIiams,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Jo- 
seph Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broom, 
John  Boyle,  John  Campbell,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard 
Covington,  Jacob  Crowninshieid,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUis,  William  Ely,  James 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Silas  Hal- 
aey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Ha^ngs,  David  Hough, 
James  Kelly,  Matthew  Lyon,  l)uncan  McFarland, 
Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery, 
.  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson, 
Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkio,  jun.,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Russell,  Thomas 
Sandford,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Thomas«^  Spalding,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Talhnadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  Van  Cori- 
landCy  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B«  Var- 
nam»  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  Johi^fFhitehill,  Eliphalet  Wicke%  and 
David  R.  WilUams.  ^ 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  a  postponement  to  Mon- 
day, with  the  viewofobtaming  information  from 
th«  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  quantity  of 
land  sold  since  the  30th  of  June,  1802. 

Mr.  M'oRROw,  of  OhiO|  hoped  the  postponement 
would  net  prevail.  He  stated  that  the  informa- 
tion desired  was  before  the  House,  considered  it 
as  sufficient  to  act  on,  and  remarked  that  there 
would  exist  a  fund  of  near  forty  thousand  dollars 
on  the  1st  of  uezt  October. 

On  postponing  the  bill  till  Monday,  the  House 
dividea — yeas  51,  nays  56. 

Mr.  Claiborne  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee,  considering  the  infor- 
mation before  the  House  as  not  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Clark  supported  the  motion,  on  which  the 
House  divided— yeas  50,  nays  56. 


The  House  then  took  up  the  amendments 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jackson  spoke  at  considerable  length 
against  the  route  designated  in  the  bill,  and  con- 
cluded by  offering  a  proposition  amendatory  of 
an  amendment  of  the  Senate — allowing  a  discre- 
tion to  lay  out  the  road  at  any  point  between 
Steuben vi lie  and  Grave  river,  on  the  Ohio — so  as 
to  allow  a  like  discretion  with  that  contemplated 
on  the  Potomac,  between  the  points  of  Cumber- 
land and  Western  Port. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  non-concurred  in 
that  of  Mr.  Jackson. 

Mr.  Clark  offered  a  motion  which  went  to 
modify  the  bill,  so  as  to  direct  the  laying  out  three 
roads  instead  of  one. 

The  Speaker  declared  this  motion  out  of  order, 
as  it  affected  an  amendment  already  agreed  to. 

Whereupon  a  question  to  recoosiaer  the  amend- 
ment, in  order  to  try  the  sense  of  the  House  on 
Mr.  Clark's  motion,  was  taken,  and  lost— yeas 
44,  nays  47. 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  recommit  the  bill;  which 
motion  having  been  negatived,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  on  Monday. 


MoNOAT,  March  24. 

A  message^rom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais." 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  managers  appointed 
on  the  seventeenth  instant,  on  the  part  of  this 
Hduse,  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  Senate  on 
the  subject-matter  of  the  amendment  dependins 
between  the  two  Houses  to  the  last-mentioned  bill, 
made  a  report ;  on  which,  the  House  proceeded  to 
reconsider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  disagreed 
to  by  this  House  to  the  said  bill :    Whereupon,  ' 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'*  An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Honte  doth  disagree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  eighty-ninth  article  of  the  said 
bill,  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the  word  *'  fifty," 
and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  "  one  hun** 
dred ;"  and,  also,  to  so  much  of  the  last  amend* 
ment  of  the  said  bill  as  is  contained  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit :  ''  including  the  manner  of  wear- 
ing the  hair :  but  this  power  shall  not  be  exercised 
over  the  militia." 

Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  aflree  to  all  the 
other  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
said  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hous^ 
that  the  Senate  asree  to  the  two  first  amendmenit 
of  this  House  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to 
bonds  given  by  Marshals,"  and  disagree  to  the 
third  of  the  said  amendments.  i 
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Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  twenty-secood  instiiDt,  the  amend- 
meDts  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  offi 
cers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreseDtatiVes," 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  same, 
.Without  amendment. 

The  House  proceed«d  to  consider  the  amend- 
inents  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  disagree  to  the 
4imendment  proposed  to  be  inserted  as  the  second 
^section  of  the  said  bill. 

Resolted^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
,other  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-seventh  of  December  last,  presented  a 
bill  making  a  further  appropriation  towards  com- 
pleting the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol,  at  the  City 
of  Washington ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  eom- 
.mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
.norrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
,the  Whole,  on  the  bill  prescribing  the  elSfect  in  each 
State  of  the  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of 
the  courts  of  record  of  every  other  State.  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  the  Sieretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  cause  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
.betwten  Cape  Hatteras  and  Cape  Fear,  to  be  Aur- 
▼eyed,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed — ayes 74. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

.  A  bill  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
■Cumberland,  in  Maryland,  Co  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely, and  observed,  that,  if  this  motion  prevailed, 
ne  should  ofier  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of 
.commissioners,  by  the  President,  to  explore  a  route. 

Messrs.  Sloan,  Bard,  Clark.  Olin,  Fivolby, 
and  Jack0On,  supported  ;  and  Messrs.  MoCacery, 
BeniMOBR,  Lyon,  and  R.  Nelson,  opposed  this 
motion ;  which  was  disagreed  to — ^yeas  5&,  nays. 64, 
:l|afotiowf: 

Tbas — ^Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  BurwsU  Ba«- 
salt,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Butler,  loba  Chandler, 
John  Claihome,  Christophei  Glurk,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Frederiek  Conrad,  Orcha^  Cook,  Eliaa 
JSarle,  Ebene^er  Elmer,  William  Fiadley,  James  M. 
.Garnett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  laaiah  L. 
jQreen,  WiUiam  Hekns,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jack- 
eon,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Michael  Leib, 
Joaeph  Lewb,  jr.,  Josiah  Masters,  Hiomas  Moore,  John 
"Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  SaiOy,  Ebenezer 
Beaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Abrara  Trigg,  John  WhitefaiU,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliph- 
alet  Wickea,  Marmadoke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson, 
BicUhrd  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

NATs-^Evan  Aiexandei,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M. 
•Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  BidweU,  William 
Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broom,  John 


Boyle,  John  Campbell,  Geofge  Clintoii,  jr.,  Leomaxd 
CoTinjton,  Jacob  Crowntnahield,  Samoel  W.  Dana, 
Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Early,  James' Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Wiltiam  Ely,  James 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Charies  Goldsborongh,  Silas  Hal- 
sey,  John  bamflton,  Seth  Hastings,  ]>tvid  Hough, 
James  KeUy,  Matthew.Lyon,  Duncan  McFarUnd,  Pat- 
rick Magnider,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Gordon  S.  Mnmford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger 
Nelson,  Joseph  fi.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jo- 
siah Qnincy,  Thomas  M.  Raadolfrfi,  Thomas  SawUbid, 
John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  The- 
mas  Spalding,  WilHam  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stmges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhaadge,  Samuel  Taa- 
ney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tra^,  Phiitp  Van 
Coztlandt,  KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joeeph.B.  Var- 
nam,  Daniel  C,  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  MatOiflir 
Wakon,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Nathan  WiUiaiBs. 

And  then  the  main  ^neetion  beiojg  taken  that 
the  said  bill  do  pass,  it  was  reaolved  is  the  affirm- 
ati?e — yeas  66,  nays  50,  aa  follows : 

TxAS — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwdl,  WiUiam 
Black^ge,  Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broom,  John  * 
Boyle,  John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  George 
Clinton,  jr.,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Ciowninrideld, 
Ezra  Darby,  John  DaTenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Wil- 
liam Dickson,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis, 
Ebenezer  Ehner,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  John  Fow- 
ler, Charlce  GoMsberoagh,  Andrew  Oregg,  Siks  Hal- 
aey,  John  Haodltea,  Seth  Bastkigs,  James  Kefly,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Dmicaa  McFailaiid,  Patnck  Magradsr, 
RobeH  Marion,  William  MeCrsery,  NiAolae  R.  Msom, 
Jeremiah  Monow,  lonatkaa  O.  Meesly,  Gudoii  S. 
Mnailbrd,  Jeieauah  NelsOB,  Roger  Neboii,  Joeeph  H. 
Nicholson,  TiaAotfay  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josmh  Qancy,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  Tfaomae  SandAnd,  John  0tailie  iobit  Cot- 
ton  Smith,  Henry  8|r« A»d,  Thomas  Spalding,  Jossfh 
Stanton,  WiUiam  Stedman,  Lewie  B.  Stuigea,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjaram  TaUmadge,  Samuel  Tena^r  Tbe- 
mae  W.  Thempeen,  Philip  Van  CerUendt,  KWui  K. 
Van  ReasaekMr,  Joseph  B.  Vamum^  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
planck, Peleg  Wadeworth,  Matthew  Watea,  Dmd  1. 
Williams,  and  N alhan  WUfiams 

NAYs^^Isaae  Andersen.  David  Band,  BurwvB  BaweT, 
Robert  Brown,  WUttam  Botier,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Christopher  Cfairk,  Joseph  Glay,  MaHhew 
Clay,  Fredeiiek  Conrad,  Orehaid  Cook,  Bias  Baste, 
WiUiam  Fin^,  Jamee  M.  Qpnett,^  Fetoraon  Good- 
wyn, Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  dSeea,  WiUiam  BeioM, 
David  Hofanes,  John  G.  Jackaon,  Thomaa  Kenai^  Ne- 
hemiah Kught,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewie,  jr.,  Jovah 
Masters,  Thomaa  Moore,  John  Monow,  Thooaaa  New- 
ton, jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pagh,  John  Rea  of  Feon- 
Srlvana,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richarda*  John 
ussell,  Peter  Sallty,  Ebenexer  SeaTer,  James  Sioan, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanlbrd,  Pt^  R. 
Thompoon,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  John  WhilehiJI, 
Robert  WhitehUI,  Marmadoke  WiUiams,  Alexander 
WUson,  Richard  Wmn,  and  Joseph  Winsten. 

T0E8DAT,  March  35. 
Mi.  Rooeb  Nbl»on  presented  t4>  the  Hoqm  a 
petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the  Army,  serving 
m  the  district  of  Louisiana,  which  was  reeeired 
and  read,  praying  an  augmentatioa  of  the  pay 
allowed  them  by  Taw* 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
tke  Secretary  of  War,  with  instraction  to  exam- 
ise  the  same,  and  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to 
th%>Hoase. 

Mr.  Cbowhinbbibld,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactorei,  presented  a  bill  to 
amend,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned,  the  '^  Act 
to  refulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage;''  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday 
Dext. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  bare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two 
separate  governments;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Daviu  R.  WtLLiABin, 
that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

RcBohed,  hy  the  Senate  and  Htmee  of  Repreemtor 
Hpw  €f  the  Viiited  States  in  Congreee  aaeembted^  That 
the  PostiDtftter  General  be  directed  ta  cause  the  Pont 
Office,  for  tke  City  ef  Washington,  to  be  kept,  ailer 
the  ■  ■     day  of  --*^-y  next,  at  or  near  tke  Capitol. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  motiofi  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ment, disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  ro  the  last 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  marshals:"  Where- 
upon, 

JResolvedj  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
said  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

IMPORTATION  OF  BRITISH  GOODS; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mcmforo,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  prohibiting  the  importation  of  certain 
British  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise. 

The  articles  enumerated  in  this  bill  are  the 
same  as  those  contained  in  the  resolution  on 
which  it  was  framed.    [See  anle^  page  45UJ 

Mr.  MuMFoan  moved  to  fill  the  blank,  left  for 
the  time  when  the  bill  is  to  take  effect^  with  the 
15ih  of  November  next.  • 

Mr.  J.  Clay  moved  tbe  first  of  January,  and 

Mr.  CftowNiN»BiELn  the  first  of  July. 
.  Mr.  MuMFonn  said,  while  they  were  charging 
a  foreign  Grovernment  with  surprising  their  com- 
merce, he  hoped  they  would  not  do  the  same 
thing  themselves.  He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to 
the  first  of  July,  and  in  favor  of  the  15th  of  No- 
vember. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL  spoke  in  favor  of  filling  the  blank 
with  the  15lh  of  November,  and 

Mr.  Blacklbdoe  in  favor  of  tbe  1st  of  July. 

On  agreeing  to  the  first  of  January,  the  House 
divided — aves  37,  noes  67 ;  the  Federal  members 
voting  in  the  affirmative. 

On  agreeing  to  tbe  15ih  of  November,  64  mem* 
bers  rose  on  the  affirmative  side— -carried.  Co 
this  question,  the  Federal  members  likewise' voted 
in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mi.  MuMFoaD^  a  blank  was  fill- 


ed, so  as  to  make  the  section,  amended,  read  a* 
follows : 

"Woollen  cloth,  whose  invoice  price  shall  exceed 
five  shiltings  sterling  per  square  yard."  ^ 

Mr.  J.  Clat  moved  to  add  to  the  enumerated 
articles  '^  blank  books ;"  which  motion  was  disa««. 
greed  to — ayes  39,  noes  51. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Sarksr.  to  add  *'  iron ; 
hollow  ware,"  shared  the  same  late — ayes  38^, 
noes  56. 

Afttf  some  further  amendments^  not  touching; 
the  pnmciple  of  the  bill,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  their  agreement  to  the  bill. 

The  House  immediately  considered,  and  agreed; 
to  the  amendments,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  be  en^ ; 

grossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow,  without  a  i 
ivision. 

DEFENCE  OP  PORTS  AND  HARBORS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  on  the  resolutions  for  the  better 
protection  of  our  ports  and  harbors,  referred  to, 
them  by  order  of  the  Hous^of  the  twenty-third  of, 
December  last^  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

«  Ist.  Resolved,  That  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceed-^ 
ing  one  hundred  and  fifly  Aoiuand  douam,  be  appro* 
priated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  , 
cause  our  ports  and  harbors  to  be  better  fortified  and. 
prote<ited  against  any  insult  or  injury.  ^ 

'<2d.  Resohed,  That  a  further  sum  of  money,  noCJ 
exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  be 
appropriated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  tJnitiJdf 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  a  number  of  gunboats,  not' 
exceeding  flfly,  for  the  better  protection  of  the  harbors, 
coasts,  and  oommerce  of  the  United  States. 

<«  dd.  Resohed,  That  a  further  sum  of  money,  netf 
exceeding  six  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dettars,  iMI 
appropriated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Uniisd 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  six  hne-of'hattle  ships>  tobe  >* 
added  to  the  Naval  EstaUiahmcat  of  the  United;. 
States."  t 

The  first  resolalion  for  appropriating  9150.00&- 
for  the  better  protection  of  ports  and  harbera,  w«r^ 
agreed  to  without  debate^ayes  63,  noes  dO. 

The  second  resolotion  was  read,  for  the  appro^ 

priation  of  (260,000  for  the  buiiding  of  gunboata^* 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  strike  out  this  sum,  aiviit 

leave  a  blank,  with  the  view  of  filling  it  with  a- 

larger  sum  in  case  the  third  resolution  should  be^ 

disagreed  to.*  ^ 

This  motion  was  disagreed  to— ayes  38. 

When  the  resolution  was  agreed  to^ayes  72*    ' 

The  third  resolution  was  read,  appropriating^ 

9660,000  toward  the  building  of  six  line-of-batlle 

ships.  •  „ 

Mr.  Nbwton  moved  to  strike  out  8660,000,  sadl 

line-of-batile  ships,  so  as  to  confine  the  *esoluiioa 

to  an  appropriation,  generally,  for  naval  pu«-^ 

poses.  [ 

This  motion  was  lost — ayes  10.  ' 

Mr.  Masters.— When  the  resolution  broughit 

before  this  House  by  the  honorable  genileraanJ 

from  Pennsylvania  was  under  consideration,  V 

opposed  that  resolution,  because  I  thought  it  wa* 

a  system  we  eoald-  ju>t  abide  by,  and  DeeauMVtf 
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would  injure  this  nation  more  than  Great  Britain, 
against  whopi  it  was  intended  to  operate,  and  had 
a  natural  tendency  to  retaliation,  revenge,  and 
hostilities  between  the  two  nations.  When  the 
resolation  was  under  consideration  brought  for- 
ward by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
r  voted  for  it,  as  a  system  by  which  we  could 
abide;. and  it  might  alarm  the  British  nation,  that 
the  course  of  trade  would  be  turned  into  other 
channels;  though  I  thought  the  measure  taken, 
4ibstractly  too  weak  to  have  the  desired  effect,  I 
Voted  for  it  with  a  hope  that  the  measure  would 
be  strengthened,  by  fortifying  our  ports  and  harbors, 
increasing  our  navy,  and  making  such  prepara- 
4(on8  as  to  command  more  respect  among  foreij^ 
nations,  and  thereby  aid  and  assist  our  negotia- 
tions, and  have  a  tendency  to  preserve  peace. 
Bach  is  the  course  I  wish  to  pursue  for  the  inter- 
est of  this  nation,  in  order  to  maintain  our  inde- 
pendence which  we  have  acquired,  and  preserve 
national  security  and  existence,  and  prevent  our 
industry  and  capitals  employed  in  commerce, 
which  is  the  resource  of  all  our  revenue,  from  be- 
ing swallowed  up  by  foreign  depredations:  but 
apposition  appears  from  various  quarters  of  the 
ouse.  I  have  heard  it  said  "if  vou  build  seventy- 
four^un  ships,  you  must  buila  enough  to  meet 
the  European  navies."  It  cannot  be  intended  for 
oiir  infant  navv  to  meet  them  in  fleets,  but  it  will 
serve  as  an  additional  defence  to  our  ports,  and 
prevent  single  ships  or  a  number  of  ships  from 
blockading  our  harbors,  impressing  our  seamen, 
and  hovering  on  our  coasts,  searching  and  plun- 
dering our  vessels  and  thereby  hinder  such  injur- 
ies and  insults;  which  they  cannot  commit  unless 
t&ey  send  ont  fleets  for  that  purpose,  which  will 
not  be  for  their  interest  to  do,  because  it  will  not 
quit  their  cost. 

:  I  have  also  heard  it  said,  '^ if  you  build  seventy- 
four-^un  ships  they  dare  not  go  out  of  port,  be- 
daose  they  will  be  taken."  This  argument  re- 
minds me  of  a  boy  who  was  put  to  school  to  get 
ab  education,  and  grow  up  in  learning,  and  be- 
come a  useful  citizen  in  community.  Auer  being 
at  school  a  space  of  time,  he  ran  home.  He  then 
was  asked  what  he  came  home  for ;  he  said,  he 
did  not  like  to  ^o  to  school:  was  asked  the  reason ; 
he  replied  be  did  not  like  to  be  whipped.  He  was 
aaked  if  he  had  been  whipped ;  he  answered,  oh! 
no,  but  he  was  afraid  he  should  be.  Though  our 
navy  has  not  yet  been  whipped,  the  gentleman  is 
V  afraid  it  will  be;  therefore,  does  not  want  to  build 
aeventy-four-gun  ships,  nor  increase  onr  navy  to 
grow  up  and  protect  commerce. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  session,  from  the 
spirit  of  the  Message  of  the  Executive,  which  I 
believe  the  most  popular  Message  that  ever  came 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
the  spirit  and  zeal  both  out  of  doors  and  in  the 
House,  it  seemed  as  though  there  was  an  anxiety 
to  press  forward  to  the  charge,  and  fieht  England, 
France,  and  Spain,  all  at  once.  When  we  come 
to  brinff  energetic  measures  to  the  test,  how  are 
they  likely  to  turn  out?  I  am  afraid  we  shall 
whittle  down  those  measures  into  contempt  and 
li«miliation.    We  have  appropriated  only  the  sum 


of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  for- 
tify our  ports  and  harbors  on  an  extensive  sea- 
coast,  of  near  two  thousand  miles,  and  passed  a 
resolution  for  building  a  few  gunboats.  Tbis«is 
the  main,  unless  you  adopt  the  resolution  imme- 
diately under  consideration. 

Our  farmers  will  begin  to  complain  presently 
as  well  as  the  merchants,  for  agriculture  will  ne- 
cessarily fall  with  the  ruin  of  commerce  and  trade; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  neither  commerce  nor 
agriculture  can  flourish  without  protection;  and 
the  increase  of  commerce  is  the  increase  of  oar 
revenue,  which  is  the  increase  of  national  wealth, 
and  agricultural  industry  naturally  goes  with  il, 
and  cannot  possibly  increase  without  it;  that  in- 
terest improves  in  proportion  to  the  encourage- 
ment it  receives,  and  tnat  encouragement  is  de- 
rived from  the  liberal  price  of  produce  which  is 
derived  from  an  extensive  commerce,  which  bet- 
ters the  condition  and  gives  a  spring  to  agricul- 
tural industry  and  mutual  encouragement  to  both. 

The  progress  of  agricultural  industry  in  com- 
mercial nations  is  generally  proportionate,  which 
makes  our  large  cities  and  towns.  The  capital 
employed  in  our  market  towns  must  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  country ;  otherwise  it  operates  to  the 
disadvantage  of  agriculture.  To  widen  the  mar- 
ket is  generally  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  but 
narrowing  the  competition  must  always  be  against 
it.  The  produce  of  the  farmer  is  limited  to  the 
extent  of  the  market;  if  the  market  is  small  the 
price  is  low;  extend  your  commerce  and  you  ex- 
tend the  market.  The  growing  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  the  soil  advances  with  the  com- 
merce  and  wealth  of  the  country.  ArU  and  in- 
dustry of  every  kind,  with  commerce,  combine  and 
advance  together,  and  a  nation  grows  rich  by  it; 
and  the  price  of  agricultural  industry  is  more  lib- 
eral and  better  rewarded  in  a  society  advancing 
to  opulence  than  in  one  which  is  standing  still  or 
decayinf^. 

A  nation  which  neglects  protection  to  commerce 
and  despises  it,  cannot  transact  the  same  quantity 
of  business  which  might  otherwise  be  done;  and 
the  Government  ought  to  protect  and  encourage 
the  merchant  to  pursue  his  own  lawful  interest, 
accoltiing  to  his  own  judgment;  that  he  may  en* 
joy  in  perfect  security  the  full  recompense  of  bis 
industry.    It  never  can  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
farming  interest  to  discourage  or  distress  the  in- 
dustry of  the  mercantile  States,  becaube  it  serves 
to  sink  the  real  value  of  the  surplus  produce,  and 
consequently  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
the  soil.   If  you  neglect  protection,  you  indirectly 
invite  aggressions  and  discourage  that  very  inter- 
est which  you  mean  to  promote.    How  are  our 
citizens  to  procure  money?    It  is  foreign  coin 
which  circulates  in  this  countryr,  for  the  most  pert, 
and  not  our  own ;  it  is  that  which  regulates  more 
or  less  the  whole  business  of  common  life;  and 
the  quantity  of  money  naturally  increases  in  erery 
country  with  the  increase  of  the  wealth.   The  sur- 
plus of  the  countrv  will  not  sell  without  a  capital 
to  purchase;  on  this  depends  in  an  essential  and 
great  degree  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  Though  the 
superabundant  produce  of  the  country  is  an  object 
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of  foreign  commerce,  it  is  not  so  great  an  object 
as  to  induce  other  nations  into  our  ports  for  it, 
becaase  they  can  obtain  the  same  produce  else- 
where. 

It  has  been  observed  by  an  honorable  member 
on  this  floor  "  that  he  conceived  the  increase  of 
our  navy  as  the  beginning  of  the  business;"  by 
which  I  understand  the  beginning  of  the  business 
under  this  Administration;  and  I  never  knew 
that  this  AUmintstratioD,  or  any  other  Adminis- 
tration, or  any  political  party,  were  opposed  to 
protecting  commerce,  and  increasing  our  navy 
for  that  purpose,  when  it  became  necessary  for  the 
good  and  welfare  of  the  nation.  Is  it  not  now  ne- 
cessary— is  it  not  DOW  time  to  awaken  from  this 
golden  dream  in  which  we  have  so  long  slept, 
when  foreign  nations  have  become  so  jealous  ana 
envious  as  to  depredate  and  attempt  to  annihilate 
our  commerce;  when  privateers  and  pirates  infest 
our  coasts ;  when  national  armed  vessels  blockade 
our  harbors,  and  drag  our  seamen  from  their  fami 
lies  and  country?  Must  we  look  calmly  on  and 
say  protect  yourselves?  Is  this  the  answer  to  be 
eiven  to  our  citizens?  Commerce  protect  itself! 
Is  this  legislating  for  the  interest  of  the  people  of 
this  nation  ?  God  forbid !  It  is  unsuiuble  to  the 
nature  of  Gbvernment ;  it  is  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  society,  and  the  very  principles  upon  which 
society  is  formed ;  and  I  nope  may  not  be  con- 
tinued in  any  longer. 

The  great  end  and  intention  of  revenue,  drawn 
from  the  community,  is  not  only  to  support  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  Qovernment,  but  to  de- 
fend and  protect  every  part  of  that  community; 
and  I  have  always  understood,  that  it  was  the 
first  and  great  duty  of  everv  wise  and  good  Gov- 
ernment to  take  measures  &r  the  public  defence, 
and  protect  its  citizens  in  their  lawful  pursuits. 
Our  navy  ought  not  to  be  enfeebled  and  weak  be- 
low the  proportion  of  our  natural  strength  and 
resources.  Every  individual  has  a  general  inter- 
est in  the  prosperity  of  the  agriculture  and  com- 
merce of  the  country,  and  in  the  good  manage- 
ment of  its  resources  for  the  public  defence  and 
|>rotection;  to  withhold  that  defence  and  protec- 
tion under  the  idea  of  economy,  if  it  is  not  a  sub- 
Tersion  of  the  term,  it  is  to  me  a  fallacious,  mis- 
taken, and  forced  economy.  The  great  object  of 
political  economy  in  every  country  is,  and  oueht 
to  be,  to  increase  the  riches  and  power  of  that 
country. 

Could  I  perceive,  by  increasing  our  navy,  in 
building  seventy- four-gun  ships,  and  protecting 
commerce,  it  militated  against  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, I  should  be  among  the  last  to  advocate  it ; 
but  1  think  it  is  highly  proper  to  protect  it,  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  that  extent  I  would  regulate 
by  the  surplus  revenue  arising  from  commerce, 
which  I  believe  ou^ht  to  be  appropriated  to  protect 
that  commerce.  According  to  the  Message  of  the 
President,  there  is  one  million  of  dollars,  surplus. 
in  the  Treasury;  and  the  Mediterranean  fund  or 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  may  be  liberated 
from  that  object ;  and  I  hope  that  at  least  some 
nart  of  this  revenue  will  be  appropriated  to  the 
building  of  seventy-four-gun  ships.    By  mixing 


of  such  ships  with  the  frigates,  our  navy  will  be- 
come much  more  powerful  and  respectable;  and 
legislating  on  such  principles  is  giving  no  prefer- 
ence to  toe  commercial  interest  over  the  agri- 
cultural ;  and  I  wish  to  be  expressly  understood, 
not  to  increase  our  navy  beyond  the  means  arising 
from  the  surplus  revenue :  neither  would  I  be  un- 
derstood as  advocating  unjust  monopolies,  prohib- 
itions, improper  bounties,  exclusive  charters  and 
companies;  these  are  abuses  of  the  commercial 
system. 

In  the  course  of  some  of  the  former  debates, 
China  was  introduced  as  a  model  and  pattern.  It 
is  to  be  remarked  that  China  has  articles  of  mer- 
chandise which  no  other  nation  has,  which  en- 
tices all  nations  to  carry  on  commerce  with  her. 
Though  China  has  long  been  one  of  the  richest, 
best  cultivated,  and  populous  countries,  yet  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  the  middling  and  lower  classes 
of  people  are  the  most  beggarly — thousands  of 
families  have  no  other  habitations  than  in  fishing 
boats,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  community  are 
poor  and  miserable,    ouch  is  the  China  sample. 

It  is  said  commerce  increases  and  promotes  pro- 
digality. Suppose  it  does,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
add  to  it  if  you  please  equipage,  luxury,  curiosity, 
vanity,  and  ostentation ;  ana  what  does  it  prove?  It 
only  afffues  that  the  principles  of  common  pru- 
dence do  not  always  govern  individuals ;  never- 
theless it  promotes  industry  and  creates  a  fund 
for  the  support  of  society.  Besides,  it  seldom 
happens  that  a  nation  is  much  affected  by  the  pro- 
fusion of  a  few  individuals;  the  principles  of  fru- 
gality seem  to  predominate  among  tne  greater 
part  of  mankind,  taking  the  whole  course  of  their 
lives  together ;  indeed,  nations  are  never  impover- 
ished by  private,  it  is  by  public  misconduct.        ^ 

Modern  Europe  furnishes  an  example  that  com^ 
merce  cannot  flourish  without  some  naval  pro- 
tection, and  I  sincerely  hope  the  resolution  will 
be  adopted. 

Messrs.  Lton  and  Cook  spoke  at  considerable 
length  in  favor  of  the  resolutien. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution; 
which  was  rejected — only  00  members  rose  in 
favor  of  it. 

The  House  considered  the  report,  when  the  first 
resolution  was  agreed  to— yeas  78,  nays  33,  aslol- 
lows: 

Tbas — Evan  Alexander,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas 
Bidwell,  Wiyiam  filackledge,  John  Blake,  junior^ 
Thomas  Blount,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell^ 
John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne, 
George  Clinton,  junior,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard 
Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Esnt 
Daiby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawaon,  Jamea 
EUiot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenexer  Elmer,  Wiliiun  Ely,  John 
W.Eppes,  WmiiAii  Findley,  James  Fiak,  John  Fow- 
ler, Charlea  Goldaborougb,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silaa  Hal- 
aey,  Seth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  David  Holmes^ 
David  Hough,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  Mo- 
Farland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Mo- 
Creery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Thomaa  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  RosselU' 
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Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  SammonB,  Martin  G.  Schune- 
man,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph 
Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggari^  Benjamin  TaIlmadge,8amuelTenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  XJri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg 
Wadswerth,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
Ridiard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Is£ac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bed- 
inger,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Christopher 
Clwck,  Joseph  Clay,  William  Dickson,  £lias  Earle, 
Peter  Barly,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah 
L»  €}reen,Jofan  Hamilton,  Michael  Letb,  Thos.  Moore, 
Roger  Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  John  Piigfa,  John 
Boa  of  PennsyWama,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  San^ 
ford,  Bbeneser  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  Samijel  Smith, 
Thonuui  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Whitefaiil, 
Robert  WhiUhiii,  and  David  R.  Willianui. 

Oil  the  qoeotioD  that  the  House  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their  agree- 
9ieot  to  the  second  of  the  said  resolutions,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmattrer— yeas  91,  nays  21,  as 
follows: 

YBAs-^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alflton,jan.,  Josmpli 
Barker,  George  M.  Bedingor,  Bam8d>as  Bid  well,  Wil- 
liam Biackledge,  John  Blake,  jnn.,  Thomas  Blovnt, 
Janes  M.  Broom,  Robert  Brown,  William  Botlev, 
John  Campbell,  JoJhn  Chandler,  John  Clssbonie,  Cfana- 
topher  Clark,  Josev h  Oiaiy,  George  Qinton,  janior, 
fredoiick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington, 
J^cob  Giowninahield,  Riohard  C«ttiS|EzraDarby}  John 
Pawaon,  William  Dickson,  Blias  Earle,  Peter  Early, 
James  Elliot,  Ebene^er  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler, 
Charlos  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Apdrew 
Oiegg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
Seth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Waiter  Jones,  Thomas  Ke- 
|ian,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Duncan  Mac- 
Farland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Mc- 
Creery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Mor- 
taw,  0. 8.  Mmnford,  J.  Nelson,  R.  Nelson,  T.  Newton, 
jnn.,  Joseph  H.  Nidiolson,  Gideon  Clin,  John  Pogh, 
JohA  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Ruasell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Mar* 
tin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  JohnSmilie,  Jolm 
Potton  Smith,  John  Smith,  ®amnel  Soiith,  Henry 
Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Staaford,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Samuel  Tenney,  'David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Pliilip  Van  Cortlandt,  Daniel  O.  Verplanck, 
^PeliSg  Wadsworth,  Marmaduke  Willfams,  Nathan 
WilUamo,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joaoph  Winston. 

N^TS-rlsaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
tttt,  Silas  Detton,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Da^ 
BO,  John  Davenport,  y„  Caleb  Ellis,  Edwin  Gray,  Joii« 
athan  O.  Moaely,  Timothy  Btkin,  jr.,  Jacob  Richards, 
Tbomas  Sandford,  Wiliiom  Stedmad,  Lewis  B.  Stuv^ 
gea,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
JiQseph  B.  Varaum,  John  WhitehUi,  Robert  Whitebill, 
and  David  R.  Williams. 

On  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their  disa- 
greement to  the  ihird  and  last  of  the  said  resolu- 
tions, it  was  resolved  in  the  ^rmatiye-<-yeas  72, 
x^ys  34,  as  follows : 


Yxi.s — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwdl  Bas» 
sett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  pidwetl,  William 
Biackledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christo- 
?her  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Ijoonard 
'ovington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  WilKam  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  James  ElUot, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  EdwUi 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halaey, 
John  Haviitton,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  ThosMff 
Kenan,  Michael  Leih,  Duncan  MacFailaiid,  Boinft 
Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie,  Thomas  Mooro,  Jeramiali 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Joseph  fi.  Nieb* 
olson,  CKdeon  Clin,  John  Pogh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl* 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten^iessoe,  Jacob  Richards,  John 
RussdOl*  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  £b* 
enozer  Seaver,  James  Sk)an,  John  Smilie,  John  Smiti^ 
Samuel  Smiths  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding:* 
Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  Abram  Tngg,  Jo^ 
seph  B.  Varnum,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehUi. 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams^  and  Jooeph 
Winston. 

Nats — James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Gooige 
Clinton,  junior,  Ordiard  Cook,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Johi| 
Davenport,  junior,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  Claries 
Goldsborough,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  jooeph 
Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah  MaatoTB,  Wlffiam 
McOseeiy,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdoo  S.  Mamlbnl^ 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Tcaiodiy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  CoU 
ton  Smii^,  William  9tedman,  Lewis  B.  Stiu^es,  8am> 
uel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadgo,  Samuel  Ttimsfg 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  CorS* 
landt,  Killian  K.  Van  Renasolaer,  Daniel  G.  Vci^ 
planck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  WiUisma. 
Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 

fiursoaat  to  the  first  aad  seeood  of  the  said  re8#- 
utioDs ;  and  thai  Mr.  Dawaoit,  Mr.  Natsan  Wilt 
LIAM8,  Mr.  B14Y,  Mr.  Bloont,  Mr.  Joflfirn  Cult, 
Mr.  Darby,  a»d  Mr.  Fisk,  do  prepe^e  and  bring 
in  the  same. 


Wednesday,  Marcb  26. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^A»  act 
to  explain  the  fifth  section  of  an  act^  entitled  'An 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  sep* 
arate  governments,''  was  committed  toaCommU'' 
tee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Roobb  Nfii^soN, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  ta 
bring  in  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  jhe  or« 
S^anization  of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Koger  Nelson,  Mr.  Joais 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Ely,  be  appointed  a  committee 
pursuant  to  said  resolution. 

Mr.  John  Randolph  presented  to  the  Hou&e 
two  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Randolph 
and  Saint  Clair  counties,  in  the  Indiana  Territo- 
ry, which  were  read,  praying  that  the  said  Terri* 
tory  may  be  divided  into  two  separate  govern* 
ments;  and  that  slaves  may  be 'permitted,  by  law. 
to  be  brought  into  the  said  Territory. — Referred 
to  the  Committer  of  the  whole  House,  to  whoiA 
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was  committed,  on  the  foorteenth  akimo,  the  re- 
.  Bort  of  the  committee  oa  the  letter  of  William 
Henry  Harrison ;  a  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  Hoose  of  Representatives  of  the 
Indiana  Territory ;  and  several  petitions  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Gbeoo,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  seven* 
teenth  instant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  issue  grants,  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
tlierein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  va- 
cant and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same," 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the 
same,  with  several  amendments :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whde  House  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Tbomas  M.  Randolph,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  fourth  of  December  last,  on 
a  memorial  of  the  Leffislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  on  a  petition  of  sundrv  inhaoitants  of  the 
said  Territory,  made  a  further  report  thereon; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Pabkb  presented  to  the  Hemse  a  petition 
9f  John  Cleghorn,  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
which  was  read,  praying  that  the  benefits  c^  the 
act,  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thou* 
aaod  seven  hundred  and  ninety  one,  entitled  ^An 
net  for  eranting  lands  to  the  inhabitants  and  set- 
tlers at  Vincennes  and  the  lilioois  country,  in  the 
Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  tor  con- 
firming them  in  their  possessions,"  may  be  ex- 
tended to  the  petitioner,  tor  the  reasons  therein  set 
forth. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment  disa- 
l^ed  to  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of  the 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tives,*'  and  desire  a  conference  with  this  House  on 
the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amendment;  to 
which  conference  the  Senate  have  appointed  man- 
agers on  their  part.  The  Senate  recede  from 
their  first  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  establishing  rules 
and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,"  and  insist  upon  their  second 
amendment,  disagreed  to  by  this  Honse  to  the 
said  bill,  and  desire  a  conference  with  this  House 
on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  to 
which  conference  the  Senate  have  appointed 
managers  on  their  part. 

CREDIT  ON  PUBUC  LANDS. 
Mr.  BLACKi.EDOB.-^From  the  best  informatien 
I  have  been  able  to  collect,  by  an  examination  of 
the  documents  laid  on  our  table,  as  well  as  by  con- 
versation with  gentlemen  better  acquainted  with 
the  subject  than  myself,  I  find  that,  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  already  made,  there  will  be 
to  be  collected  in  the  course  of  about  four  years, 
upward  of  two  million  of  doUars ;  from  the  same 


sources  of  information  I  likewise  learn,  that,  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  only,  upward  of  two  hundred  thousand  dol« 
lars  are  to  be  paid,  or  the  lands  must  be  sold  to 
raise  the  balances  from  the  persons  owing^  this 
enormous  sum,  and  that  sales  for  a  part  of  it  are 
to  commence  in  this  or  the  next  month.  The 
petitions  presented  to  Congress  at  this  session, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  credit  for  the  balances 
due  from  the  petitioners,  and  depicting  the  dis- 
tresses to  which  many  must  be  reduced  if  out 
laws  are  rigidly  enforced,  ought  to  draw  our  at- 
tention^o  what  is  to  be  the  probable  consequences 
of  a  system,  which,  in  practice,  is  found  likely  to 
bring  largely  in  debt  to  the  Government  so  con- 
siderable a  proportion  of  the  citizens  of  any  see- 
tioB  of  the  Union.  To  my  mind,  there  is  nothing 
move  obvious  than  that  if  the  present  system  of 
selling  our  lands  is  persevered  in,  the  peace  of  the 
Union  may  and  probably  will  not  be  preserved. 
Men  who  have  paid  tbree-fourtbs,  or,  perbapa 
more,  of  the  purchase  money  for  their  lands,  and 
spent  several  years  hard  labor  in  improving  them, 
eannot  feel  very  strongly  attached— nay,  must 
feel  an  aversion'— to  a  Qovemment,  whose  rigid 
policy,  in  consequence  of  their  having  failed  to 
pay  the  balance  which  may  be  due,  takes  from 
them  not  only  their  lands  and  improvements,  hot 
even  reAises  to  refund  that  portion  of  the  purchase 
monev  which  may  have  been  paid.  Let  the  nom* 
her  or  persons  of  this  description  increase  to  that 
extent  to  which  our  present  system  naturally 
leads,  and  I  fear,  sir,  it  will  be  impossible  to  en- 
force your  laws.  No  man  will  dare  to  bid  at  your 
sales ;  his  Hfe  may[  be  in  danger  if  he  does ;  and 
though  the  lands,  in  such  cases,  would  revert  to 
the  Government,  what  good  would  it  do  them  ? 
The  first  purchaser  is  in  possession,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives  is  in  favor  of 
his  holding  it.  To  evict  him,  you  must  resort  to 
force,  the  consei]uences  of  which  are  too  obvious 
to  need  descrintion.  A  committee  of  this  House 
has  already  decided  the  prinei|^.  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  grant  a  longer  indulgence  to  those 
whose  time  of  credit  has  expired.  To  have  de* 
cided  otherwise  would  have  been  to  adopt  toward 
poor  debtors  for  the  purchase  of  your  lands,  n 
p4-actice  directly  contrary  from  that  which,  unaer 
similar  circumstances  of  hardship,  has  been  uni* 
formly  observed  toward  your  debtors  at  the  cue* 
tom-houses;  a  distinction  which  cannot,  as  I 
conceive,  be  justified  by  any  principle  of  policy  ^ 
or  justice.  I  know  of  no  way  by  which  the  evib 
to  be  apprehended  can  be  so  effectually  averted  at 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of  selling  the  publio 
lands  oa  credit;  and  with  the  view  of  bringing  the 
subject  before  Congress,  and  ascertaining  their 
opinion  upon  it,  I  b^  leave  to  submit  the  follow* 
ing  resolution : 

Re$ohedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablie  Lsnds 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing all  Bucfa  parts  of  the  sereral  scte  for  the  sale  of  the 
lanas  of  the  United  States  as  snthorizes  a  credit  on 
any  part  of  die  purchase  moneyi  and  that  they  report 
their  opinion  therenpoa. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  an  amendment,,  going  to 


851 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


852 


H.  OF  R. 


Non-Importation  of  Goods  from  QreoJt  Britain. 


Mabch,  1806. 


refer  this  resolution  to  the  Committee  of  Ways, 
and  Means;  which  did  not  prevail — ayes  13; 
when  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

IMPORTATION  OP  BRITISH  GOODS. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain 
British  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  was  read 
the  third  time. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  its 
passage. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.*^!  was  about  myself  to  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  before  they  are  taken  on 
the  bill,  I  wish  some  of  its  framers,  if  indeed  it 
has  any  within  these  walls,  would  step  forward 
and  inform  what  evidence  is  to  be  offered  to  a 
jury  to  decide  whether  a  given  yard  of  broad- 
cloth has  been  manufactured  in  Britain  or  Ireland. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  efficiency  and 
dignity ;  but  never  in  the  course  of  my  life  have 
I  witnessed  such  a  scene  of  indignity  and  ineffi- 
ciency as  this  measure  holds  forth  to  the  world, 
^bat  is  it  ?  A  milk  and  water  bill,  a  dose  of 
chicken  broth  to  be  taken  nine  months  hence. 
Good  God  I  is  it  possible  that  gentlemen  believe 
it  will  be  incompetent  for  Congress  at  the  next 
session  to  cook  up  such  a  dish  as  this?  for  I  hope 
Congress  will  meet  before  or  about  the  15th  of 
November,  and  that  an  adjournment  will  not  be 
made  to  the  beginning  of  December.  Is  there  such 
a  difference  of  time  between  those  periods  as  to 
justify  a  resort  to  these  measures  now  ?  It  is  the 
merest  bnUum  fidmen  I  ever  beard.  It  is  too 
contemptible  to  be  the  object  of  consideration,  or 
to  excite  the  feelings  of  the  pettiest  State  in  Eu- 
rope. If  we  wish  to  throw  the  disgrace  off  our 
shoulders,  let  us  throw  this  bill  off  our  tables. 
This  is  the  strong  measure !  this  is  the  imposing 
attitude  we  have  taken  I  You  cannot  do  with- 
out the  next  Spring  and  Fall  importations;  and 
you  tell  your  adversary  so.  You  multiply  custom- 
house oaths,  and  give  a  bounty  to  perjury.  Ex- 
cept in  respect  to  custom-house  oaths,  there  is  not 
a  provision  in  the  bill  worth  a  farthing.  Is  it 
possible  for  a  deliberative  body  thus  to  trifle  with 
the  nation  ? — with  powers  with  which  they  have 
been  invested  for  wisest  purposes ;  and  to  hold 
out  a  temptation  to  the  violation  of  laws?  for  it 
i  impossible  to  pass  a  law  more  teeming  with 
mischief— a  law  which,  while  it  opens  a  door  to 
I>erjury,  cannot  be  executed,  and  than  the  execu- 
0  tion  of  which  nothing  is  farther  from  the  minds 
of  its  framers.  It  is  indeed  inefficiency  itself;  it 
can  never  be  exectited.  I  have  heard  much  said 
in  the  lobby,  since  I  came  into  the  House,  of  giv- 
ing up  our  own  opinions  in  deference  to  those  of 
Others.  Let  those  who  make  this  declaration  give 
up  their  opinions.  But  in  my  opinion  the  limes 
call  for  a  far  different  thing  from  unanimity. 
They  may  indeed  call  for  union,  but  the  mea- 
sures proposed  ought  to  be  wise  and  efficient — 
they  call  for  principle — for  independence — for 
gentlemen  in  this  House  voting  in  corresponde*nce 
to  the  opinions  they  avow  out  of  doors,  and  not 
for  their  being  whiptin  by  the  underiing&of  Gov- 
ernment—for  assuming  a  manly  attitude— for  a 


far  different  procedure  from  the  bill  on  yourtaVAe. 
(Will  gentlemen  allow  nothing  to  a  change  of  cir- 
cumstances in  Europe  ?  We  have  received  a  re< 
cent  communication  from  that  quarter.  Will 
they  pay  no  attention  to  its  contents  ?  Will  tbej, 
instead  of  this,  go  on  in  their  political  go-cart,  in 
one  incessant  round,  without  attending  to  time  oi 
circumstance?  And  now  I  am  speaking  on  this 
subject,  I  must  request  those  communications  be 
read. 

Mr.  Speaker  said  they  were  confidential. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph.— I  hope  they  will  be  read, 
whether  they  be  confidential  or  not. 

Mr.  Speaker.— They  are  not  in  possession  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— I  hope  they  will  be  sent  for, 
and  that  they  will  be  read. 

The  Speaker  repeated  that  they  were  not  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  Clopton. — Mr.  Speaker,'!  rise  with  a  Tiew 
of  submitting  a  few,  and  but  a  few  remarks  to  the 
House  on  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  am  afraid, 
however,  that  my  voice,  naturallv  feeble,  and  ren- 
dered much  more  so  by  a  painful,  excruciating 
indisposition,  which  has  detained  me  from  this 
House  many  weeks,  will  not  admit  of  a  degree  of 
utterance  sufficient' to  be  heard  throughout  the 
whole  even  of  those  few  remarks.  Until  yesterday 
I  have  not  been  able  to  come  to  the  House  for  more 
than  seven  weeks;  and,  on  that  day,  the  debilitateif 
state  of  my  frame  admitted  not  of  my  contrnaance 
at  the  House  but  for  a  very  short  time.  For  these 
reasons  I  shall  feel  the  more  thankful  to  the 
House  for  a  patient  attention.  During  part  of  the 
time  which  has  elapsed  in  my  absence  from  the 
House,  a  resolution  of  very  great  importance  was 
discussed  and  passed  by  without  a  rote.  The 
bill  now  before  you  is  one  brought  in,  as  I  under- 
stand, pursuant  to  another  resolution  which  has 
been  asreed  to  by  the  House. 

Sir,  1  shall  vote  for  this  bill,  not  because  I  be- 
lieve it  is  calculated  to  be  as  effectual  towards 
obtaining  the  objects  sought  for,  as  a  measure 
might  be,  grounded  on  the  resolution  which  has 
been  discussed:  I  mean  the  resolution  submitted 
bv  affentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Grbqq.) 
Nor  shall  I  vote  for  it  under  a  belief  that  it  will* 
be  less  likely  to  give  offence  to  the  nation  on  whom 
it  is  to  operate.  Every  argument  against  thatjws-  ^ 
olution  predicated  on  apprehensions  of  its  offeu- 
sive  tendency  towards  that  nation,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  equally  as  proper  affainst  this  bill  as 
against  that  resolution.  But  afl  argument  of  this 
sort  I  utterlv  disclaim,  whether  applied  to  the  one 
case  or  to  the  other.  However,  there  seems  to 
have  arisen,  from  apprehensions  of  that  kind,  a 
degree  of  reluctance  in  some  gentlemen  as  to 
resorting  to  anj  measure  of  the  nature  of  that 
proposed  in  this  bill.  And  why  so?  What,  I 
would  ask,  is  the  situation  of  the  United  States? 
Are  they  still  in  a  state  of  colonization  to  Great 
Britain?  Are  they  under  subjection  to  the  arbi- 
trary rule  and  dominion  of  that  country?  Are 
they  bound  to  receive  law  from  the  British  Par- 
liament, from  the  British  Ministry,  or  from  a  Brit- 
ish Court  of  Admiralty  ?    Or  do  they  hold  a  rank 
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in  the  scale  of  independent  nations?  If  the3r  do 
hold  any  such  rank,  have  they,  or  have  they  not, 
a  right  to  make  rules  and  regulations  in  respect 
to  their  commerce  with  othei^countries  ?  In  mak- 
ing their  commercial  arrangements,  have  they 
not  a  right  to  withhold  their  trade  either  in  whole 
or  in  part,  from  any  country  whatever,  if  they 
have  reason  so  to  do?  If  they  really  have  a  claim 
to  be  considered  as  a  nation ;  if  they  do  exist  as  a 

Seople  having  their  own  Government  indepen- 
ent  of  all  other  Governments,  such  a  right  can- 
not be  disputed;  it  is  clear,  it  is  incontestable. 
What  cause  of  offVnce,  then,  can  be  given  by  the 
exercise  of  such  a  right  ?  What  cause  of  offence 
will  be  givea  by  the  United  Sutes,  should  they 
withhold  their  trade  from  any  nation  upon  earth  ? 
None,  sir.  The  right  being  clear  and  unquestion- 
tionable.  such  an  exercise  of  it  cannot  be  any  just 
cause  of  offence. 

It  seems,  however,  to  have  been  apprehended 
b]r  some  gentlemen  that,  whether  it  be  just  cause 
of  offence  or  not.  Great  Britain  will  take  offence 
should  any  such  measure  be  adopted.  And,  sir, 
has  it  not  been  suggested  that  the  United  States 
would  do  well  to  rdrain  from  taking  such  a  meas- 
ure rather  than  incur  the  displeasure  of  that  na- 
tion? If  such  suggestions  have  transpired,  I  must, 
with  all  the  powers  of  my  soul,  disclaim  the  senti- 
ment. What!  forbear  to  do  what  we  have  a 
lawful  ri^ht  to  do,  and  what  does  not,  by  any 
manner  oi  means,  interfere  with  the  rights  of  oth- 
ers, through  fear  of  offending  Great  Britain  there- 
by 1  Sir,  is  the  blood  which  flowed  in  our  veins 
thirty  years  ago  entirely  dissipated  ?  If  it  is  not, 
if  there  be  one  drop  remaining,  surely  that  drop 
is  sufficient  to  excite  an  indignant  renunciation, 
an  utter  abhorrence  of  such  a  sentiment.  What 
is  fearl  Is  it  a  quality  or  a  property  of  the  hu- 
man soul?  If  it  be  such  a  quality  or  property, 
O  Jet  it  be  eternally  discarded  from  the  American 
breast !  Let  it  be  driven  to  those  dark  and  gloomy 
regions  where  the  iron  hand  of  despotism  strikes 
to  the  ground  everything  which  would  attempt  to 
raise  itself  above  that  level!  There  alone  is  its 
^  proper  element ;  there  it  is  a  principle  of  Gbvern- 
'ment  pervading  the  melancholv  groups,  who  drag 
on  through  life  under  a  load  of  wretchedness, 
marking  their  dismal  course  by  the  clanking  of 
their<^hains.  Wherever  it  prevails  it  pollutes; 
it  prisons  the  fountain  whence  flows  everything 
noble  and  excellent  in  man.  Infected  with  it,  his 
native  dignity  vanishes  from  him,  and  all  his 
greatness  topples  downward  and  sinks  into  the 
dust. 

But  wherefore,  sir,  for  what  purpose,  should 
this  fear  of  offending  Great  Britain  be  indulged  ? 
It  should  be  indulged,  it  seems,  lest  Great  Britain, 
taking  oflfence  at  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure, 
should  wage  war  against  the  United  States.  Sir, 
that  nation  (it  is  acknowledged  on  all  sides)  has 
committed  manifold  outrageous  violations  on  the 
rights  of  this  country,  and  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
and  continues  to  pursue  that  wrongful  course.  If, 
in  vindication  of  those  rights,  the  United  States 
should  adopt  a  measure  perfectly  lawful,  and  such 
as  appears  to  them  the  most  eligible ;  and  if,  in 


consequence  of  that  measure.  Great  Britain,  to 
complete  her  system  of  iniquity,  should  choose  to 
^o  further  and  make  war  against  this  country,  be 
It  so.  The  United  States  will  have  done  nothing 
more  than  what  it  was  their  duty  to  do ;  and,  in 
the  instance  of  this  bill,  perhaps  they  will  not 
have  done  as  much.  The  measure  is  perfectly 
lawful,  perfectkr  just,  and  conuins  in  itself  noth- 
ing incompatible  with  principles  strictly  pacific. 
Should  such  be  the  consequence,  I  do  not  believe 
that  in  the  war  (which  would  be  merely  a  naval 
one)  the  advantage  on  the  side  of  that  country 
would  be  so  great  as  seems  to  have  been  appre- 
hended by  some  gentlemen.  I  rather  believe  that 
our  commerce  would  not  be  annoyed  in  a  greater 
degree  than  might  be  retaliated  on  her  commerce. 
Here,  sir.  let  me  not  be  misunderstood ;  let  it  not 
be  thought  that  I  feel  a  wish  for  war:  Far,  very 
far  from  it.  I  deprecate  that  great  evil,  that 
scourge  of  the  human  kind.  I  entertain  a  pecu- 
liar aversion  to  every  species  of  warfare,  as  I 
always  have  entertained  an  aversion  lo  it.  But 
I  mean  here  to  make  a  distinction  between  a  dis- 
position to  seek  after,  or  to  provoke  war,  and  that 
disposition,  which,  although  it  wishes  to  avoid 
war,  is  not  afraid  to  meet  it,  should  it  be  wantonly 
and  unjustly  waged  against  our  country.  I  mean 
here  to  declare  it  to  be  my  opinion,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  ought  not  to  sbrilik  from  a  lawful  exer- 
cise of  their  own  rights  of  independence,  through 
fear  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  any  nation 
upon  earth,  lest  that  nation,  under  the  influence 
or  such  displeasure,  should  make  war  Against  this 
country ;  and  I  mean  here  to  express  my  wish 
and  my  hope  that  they  will  exercise  those  rights 
of  independence. 

But,  sir,  do  I  think  that  such  a  measure  (Mr. 
G.'s  resolution)  would  induce  Great  Britain  to 
wage  war  against  the  United  States  ?  No^  sir,  I 
am  as  far  from  thinking  so  as  I  am  from  wishing 
that  it  should  be  so ;  and  I  can  truly  say.  that  no 
man  upon  earth  can  be  farther  from  desiring  such 
an  event.  This  country  affords  a  great  market  * 
for  a  vast  portion  of  British  manufactures.  Ex- 
clude those  manufactures  from  this  market,  and 
the  effect  would  be  immediately  felt  throughout 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Such, 
in  my  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  that  their  Gov- 
ernment would  feel  much  stronger  inducements 
to  relinquish  their  aggressions  than  to  pursue  them 
or  to  make  war  against  the  United  States.  Ex- 
clude those  manufactures  from  this  market,  and  % 
thousands  #nd  tens  of  thousands  of  their  manofac« 
turittg  subjects  would  soon  be  seen  trembling  with 
awful  apprehensions  of  famine.  Volumes  of  re- 
monstrances, almost  with  the  rapidity  of  the 
winds,  would  be  poured  in  and  laid  at  the  foot  of 
the  Throne ;  the  language  of  such  remonstrances 
would  be  such  as  to  strike  the  souls  of  their  Min- 
istry with  terror  and  dismay.  To  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  discontent,  disaffection,  and  consequent 
insurrection,  I  do  believe  that  they  would  hasten 
to  relinquish  their  pernicious  and  iniquitous  sys- 
tem. Thus  the  commotions  of  their  own  subjects 
would  drive  them  from  the  pursuit  of  a  course  of 
aggression,  from  which,  scarcely  any  other  event 
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ooald  divert  them ;  and  their  own  fears  would 
produce  that  justice  to  us,  which  might  perhaps 
m  vain  be  expected  to  be  brought  about  by  any 
other  means.  Thus  far  we  should  be  secured 
against  war,  from  causes  arising  among  them- 
sdves. 

Among  other  obiections  to  such  a  measure,  it 
has  been  suggested  that  the  meaipre  would  aid 
t)ie  ambitious  views  of  France,  by  throwing  the 
weight  of  the  United  States  in  her  scale.  How, 
sir,  would  this  be  donel  Nobody,  I  believe,  enter- 
tains a  thought  of  entering  into  an  alliance,  either 
offensive  or  defensive,  with  the  reigning  Emperor 
of  France.  How,  then  would  such  an  event  be 
brought  about^  On  a  supposition,  it  seems,  that 
the  United  States  would  certainly  be  engaged  in 
a  war  with  Great  Britain.  Equally  foreign  is  it, 
I  believe,  from  tha  intention  of  any  one  to  make 
war  against  that  nation,  and  thereby  increase  the 
weight  of  Bonaparte  in  the  scale  of  war  against 
his  great  antagonist.  In  what  manner,  then, 
wonld  this  accumulation  of  weight  in  his  scale  be 
effected,  by  which  he  would  be  enabled  more  easi* 
ly  to  crush  his  adversary  1  Why,  truly,  in  on« 
imd  one  only  way  (it  has  been  said)  it  wonld  be 
effected*  That  very  adversary  would  effect  it; 
that  very  adversary,  it  seem.4,  woold  throw  our 
weight  into  his  scale  against  herself,  by  waging 
war  against  us ;  would  herself  be  the  immediate 
oaute  of  facilitating  her  own  downfall.  If,  Mr. 
Chairman,  such  would  be  the  consequence,  are  the 
lulers  of  that  nation  so  stupid  and  blind  that  they 
eoold  have  no  idea  of  that  consequence?  And, 
while  it  is  plaialv  foreseen  on  this  side  of  the  At- 
kmtic,  they  could  form  no  conception  of  it?  is 
their  situation  better  known  here  than  it  can  be 
to  themselves?  Or  are  they  ready,  thus  violently 
and  ignorantly,  to  precipitate  their  own  fate  by 
taking  a  step  tending  to  produce  to  them  that  ca- 
tastrophe, but  which  tendency  they  cannot  per- 
ceive, while  it  is  clearly  comprehended  at  this 
place?  Here,  sir,  permit  me  to  make  use  of  a 
'  phrase,  which  has  been  before  made  use  of—- 
qsaem  Deu9  vuU  ptrderepriue  dementat.  Is  it 
aseerUined  that  they  have  already  arrived  to  that 
atate  of  dementation  ?  Is  it  ascertained  that  they 
are  completely  prepared  for  destruction,  by  hav- 
ittg  been  previously  rendered  completely  mad  ? 
But,  so  far  from  being  overwhelmed  and  sunk 
iato  a  state  of  mental  derangement,  has  not  their 
wisdom  been  a  theme  of  high  eulogium?  I  be- 
tieve  it  has.  Without  saying,  however,  how  far 
I  am  willing  to  conciir  in  that  eologiuto,  I  might 
safely  admit,  then,  that  a  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  would  afford  to  her  ad* 
yersary  a  considerable  advantage  in  their  contest; 
and  that  very  circumstance  secures  the  United 
States  from  war  with  Great  Britain,  even  if  she 
should  be  otherwise  disposed  to  wage  it  agaiast 
them. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  important  subject,  two 
intereste  have  been  taken  into  view— the  agricul- 
tural interest  and  commercial  interest.  I,  sir,  am 
no  stickler  for  commerce,  nor  am  I  an  enemy  to 
U.  My  own  individual  interest  is  agricultural ; 
1  derive  my  sobsistence  from  the  soiL    But  this 


is  a  commercial,  a  great  commercial  cooatry,  an 
it  is  a  ffcrat  agricultural  one.  The  agricultural 
part  of  the  community  does,  indeed,  outnomber 
that  of  the  commercikl ;  yeC  I  feel  no  disposttioa 
to  shrink  from  a  vindication  of  those  rights  of  the 
nation  which  appertain  to  commerce.  As  a  na- 
tion, it  is  our  duty  to  vindicate  all  ita  rights,  and 
the  rights  of  all  its  citizens.  So  long  as  com- 
merce is  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  their  duty  not  to  abandon  the  lawful 
rights  attached  to  that  commerce ;  nor  to  aban- 
don, without  an  effort,  their  injured,  impressed 
seamen,  to  the  fangs  and  lash  of  the  tyrants  who 
have  outrageously  seized  upon  them !  The  east- 
ern parts  of  the  Atlantic  States  are  addicted  to 
commercial  habita;  long  have  they  been  inured 
to  them ;  we  cannot  break  them  off  from  those 
habits ;  we  cannot  change  the  genius  of  the  peo* 
pie.  In  the  West,  we  perceive  the  dawning  of  a 
great  day,  when  the  subjects  of  an  immense  trade 
will  be  wafted  along  the  stream  of  the  Miasissjp* 
pt — be  launched  into  the  ocean — and  almost  vie, 
m  magnitude  and  in  value,  with  those  of  the  At- 
lantic States^  Sir,  we  should  legislate  fortbia 
great  nation,  as  it  is;  we  should  assert  the  various 
rights  appertaining  to  it  as  an  independent  nation ; 
and^  as  far  as  we  can  foresee,  we  ahoold  provide 
for  Its  future  interesta  in  the  different  stages  of  id 
rising  and  progressive  state. 

I  had  intend*  d,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  make  some 
further  remarks  on  arguments  which  have  been 
advanced  in  support  of  the  position,  that  war  would 
easne  from  such  a  measure ;  that  the  conseqoence 
would  be  fatal  to  the  commerce  and  navy  of 
the  United  States,  and  have  a  tendency  to  se-^ 
cure  to  France  a  superiority  on  the  cicean.  I  had 
wished,  also,  to  make  a  few  observations  relative 
to  the  rights  attached  to  the  vessels  of  a  neutral 
nation  on  the  high  seaa,  and  to  notice  sonae  of  the 
pretexts  resorted  to  (as  it  is  said)  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, by  way  of  justiacation  for  the  aggpresBions  on 
our  comoMrce,  and  the  impressment  of  American 
seamen.  But  my  present  bodily  infirmities  do 
not  admit  my  p>oceed4ng  as  far  as  I  wished;  I 
must,  therefore,  conclude.  As  I  said  before,  sir, 
although  I  do  not  believe  that  this  bill  is  as  well 
calculated  for  insuring  attainment  of  the  objecta 
sought  for  as  might  have  been,  and,  therefore,  my 
hopes  of  success  are  not  very  sanguine;  yet,  be- 
in^p:  not  entirely  without  hope  tirat  it  may  an- 
swer the  purpose,  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

[The  following  has  been  communicated  by  Mr.  Ctfor- 
T»K,  as  the  sabstanee  of  what  he  had  intended  to  ad- 
dress to  the  House,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  Tamaik% 
if  his  health  had  been  such  as  to  have  enahM  hiia  to 
proceed.^— Emtobs.] 

The  resolution  which  has  been  discussed,  bar- 
ing been  declared  to  have  a  warlike  tendencT,the 
terrors  of  a  war  with  GJreat  Britain  hare  been, 
therefore,  set  forth  in  frightful  colors;  and  we 
have  been  warned,  solemnly  warned,  to  be  cau- 
tious in  taking  a  step  so  much  affecting  the  inter- 
ests of  a  nation,  the  thunder  of  whose  navy,  even 
in  contemplation,  is  awful  and  tremendous.  Has 
it  not  been  brought  forward,  as  an  alarming  con- 
sideration, that  if  the  fleetaof  that  nation  diould 
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ODce  be  directed  against  this  couotry,  not  a  port 
iiom  oneendof  tLe  cootiDent  to  tbeother  would  be 
left  opea?  That  our  coasts  would  be  lioed  with 
their  ships,  aad  not  a  single  American  vessel  in  port 
would  be  able  to  steal  out,  while  all  on  the  ocean 
would  be  captured  or  destroyed  1  The  language 
of  the  opposition  seems  to  have  breathed  senti- 
ments or  this  sort;  and  much  of  the  warning 
which  has  been  given,  appears  to  have  been  di- 
rected entirely  to  these  points.  They  tell  us  that 
war,  inevitable  war,  would  bathe  result ;  and  that 
jto  tne  United  States,  the  consequence  would  be 
annihilation  of  their  commerce,  and  speedy  de- 
struction to  their  little  marine.  In  the  warm  and 
solemn  appeals  to  the  vast  naval  force  of  Eng- 
land, which  has  long  secured  to  her  the  dominion 
of  the  seas,  it  h^^  been  denounced  as  a' species  of 
xaaidness  to  attempt  such  a  measure.  Such  is  the 
picture  which  has  been  drawn  on  one  side  of  the 
canvass.  To  the  correctness  of  a  part  of  the  por- 
trait I  am  ready  to  subscriba  I  readily  admit 
that  Great  Britain  does  maintain  the  dominion  of 
the  seas.  I  say,  further,  she  is  not  shy  nor  back- 
ward in  manifesu'ng  that  GircumsAance  to  the 
world.  Proud,  haughty,  domineeriDg,  she  makes 
the  ioferior  Powers  feel  her  weight.  She  gives 
law  to  the  whole  maritime  world,  and  she  tyran- 
nizes greatly  indeed.  Yes,  indeed !  she  plays  the 
tyrant,  and  she  plays  the  tyrant  on  the  commerce 
of  tbis  country ;  and  these  are  the  outrages  which 
we  complain  of. 

Let  us  now  turn  over  and  look  at  the  other  side 
of  tb.e  canvass.  Let  us  see  what  is  there  portray- 
ed. We  there  see  it  sketched  out  that  this  same 
little  navy  of  ours,  although  it  is  to  be  destroyed 
at  aa  early  stage  of  the  supposed  contest,  will, 
nevertheless,  enable  France  to  dificoueert  all  the 
mighty  naval  machinery  of  England,  to  harass  it 
qa  alL  sides,  and  even  tally  acquire  the  predomi- 
nauce  %  that  the  great  ocean  will  he  obliged  to  re- 
ceive into  its  bosom  the  Gallie  tyrant  in  place  of 
its  old  master,  England;  that  this ereat  leviathan 
.  of  the  .deen  will  be  obliged  to  yield  up  his  long- 
establishea  dominion  to  the  shark  of  France ;  aad 
that  oew  monarch,  issuing  forth  in  the  vigor  of 
youthful  strength  thus  recently  aeouired,  will 
soap  in  twain  everything  he  meets  with,  and  reign 
the  terror  of  the  whole  watery  element. 

But  no  more  of  figures  and  aliecocical  allusions, 
which  have  lately  become  very  fashionable.  In 
plaio  £S.Qgiish,  the  scene  which  has,  been  presaat- 
ed  to  usy  I  take  to  be  this:  The  opposition  com* 
mepced  on  the  assuai^  position  taat  the  meas- 
tfre  was  a  war  measure ;  tnat  a  war,  a  naval  war, 
-would  inevitably  follow  its  adoption.  On  this 
g'round-  all  the  arguments,  mostly  relied  upon 
seem  to  be  predicated;,  and  are  precisely  adapted 
v^othe  opposition^  if  the  resolution  had  comamed 
a  direct  declaration  of  war.  In  this  apprehended 
war  we  are  told  thai  Great  Britain,  by  her  im- 
mense navy,  must  ma:iotain  an  iocalcalable  ad- 
vantage over  this  country ;  that  the  commerce 
and  the  navy  of  the  United  States  must,  almost 
immediately,  be  broken  up ;  that  indeed  we  should 
be  ^^  swept  at  a  blow  from  the  ocean ;"  and  at  the 
aaixie  Mom^  we  aca  warned  ugaiost  taking  sueh  a 


step  on  the  ground  that,  in  such  a  war^  that  is  to 
say,  a  naval  war,  the  Unite'l  States  being  thrown 
into  the  scale  of  France,  might  insure  its  prepon- 
derance, and  give  to  France  the  dominion  of  the 
seas.  This  is  to  me  a  paradox  totally  incompre- 
hensible. That  the  United  States  should,  at  the 
very  outset  of  the  contest,  be  rendered  totally  in- 
capable  of  making  any  head,  a  sinj^Ie  effort  at  sea, 
and  yet  be  the  efficient  means  or  increasing  the 
naval  power  of  France  (now  comparatively  ttt- 
fling)  so  far  as  to  overbalance  that  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, are  positions  which  appear  too  opposite  and 
contradictory  to  be  reconciled.  What !  Totally 
incapable  of  doing  anything,  aad  yet  capable  of 
performing  the  wonderful  act  of  oringiag  about 
the  subjection  of  eight  hondred  ships  to  the  do-^ 
minion  of  a  few  dozen  ! 

But  whether  there  be  war  or  no  war  with  the 
United  States,  if  there  be  any  persons  who  m 
anxious  that  the  great  overgrown  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain  should  not  be  reduced,  I  think  it  is 
very  probable  that  they  will  have  their  wish ;  at 
least,  according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  human 
affairs,  no  ground  is  now  presented  whereon  to 
calculate  when  ^uch  an  event  might  be  expected. 
Yet,  if  sQch  a  war  should  take  place,  I  have  ao 
idea  that  the  commerce  or  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  would  be  annihilated,  small  as  that  navy 
is,  and  improbable  as  it  is  that  the  weight  of  it  in 
the  scale  of  that  war  would  be  such  an  accession 
as  to  enable  France  to  obtain  a  naval  predomi- 
nancy. I  believe  that  the  enterprising^  spirit  of 
individual  adventurers  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  would,  as  1  suggested  before,  countervail 
all  opposing  difficulties,  and  maintain  a  heavy 
weigat  in  the  commercial  scale.  Other  channeb 
would  be  found,  through  which  commercial  puv- 
suits  would  be  conducted.  Small  would  be  the 
sacrifice,  if  any ;  but  it  would  be  a  sacrifice  not 
wilfully  made  at  the  shrine  of  vain  ambition,  nor 
proceening  from  unlawful  pursuits.  It  would  be 
a  sacrifice  incidentally  resulting,  but  not  right- 
fnUy.  from  a  cause  which,  to  maintain,  is  among 
the  noblest  acts  of  a  nation ;  a  manly  assertion  of 
its  kffitimate  rights,  ia  a  c^rit  untinctured  with 
hostik  views. 

As  to  the  naval  armament  of  the  United  States, 
although  it  cannot  be,  and  has  not  been,  pretend- 
ed by  any  of  the  friends  of  the  measure,  tb»t  it 
could  contend  with  the  navy  of  Great  Britain, 
yet,  that  it  might  afford  to  our  mere  bant  vessA 
considerable  protection  in  the  vicinity  of  oar 
coasts,  and  the  West  Indies,  there  oaa  be  scarcely 
a  doubt. 

Whoever  he  is,  on  the  other  hand,  who  wishes 
to  see  something  like  a  balance  of  power  on  the 
ocean — an  event  which  might  very  probably, 
subserve  the  genial  interests  of  mansiad  and  ot 
the  United  States,  much  better — 1  cannot  perceive 
any  reason  toapprehend  that  he  will  soon  begcal- 
ified.  If  Bonaparte  ever  destroys  the  naval  power 
of  Great  Britain,  or  weakens  it  so  far  as  to  acquire 
the  superiority,  and  succeed  to  the  dominion  of  the 
seas,  he  most  first  destroy  the  British  nation,  or 
conqaer,  or  subject  it  to  his  own  terms.  Does 
it  theiefoie  follow^  from  these  seMimenia,  that 
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I  wish  for  such  an  event.  No,  indeed ;  by  no 
means.  I  neither  wish  that  the  one  should  be 
destroyed,  nor  that  the  other  should  acquire  the 
superiority  at  sea,  as  he  now  holds  it  on  the  land. 
I  am  as  unwilling  that  the  United  States,  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  lawful  pursuits,  should  be  in- 
sulted by  one  tyrant  of  the  seas,  as  that  they 
should  be  insulted  by  another  tyrant  of  the  seas. 
No  matter  who  rules  the  ocean,  a  disposition  to 
play  the  tyrant  there  will  be  found.  Whoever 
holds  dominion  on  that  element,  capricious,  inter- 
ested projects  will  mark  his  conduct  towards 
others.  The  best,  and  most  eligible  course  for 
the  United  States  to  pursue,  when  they  meet  with 
such  conduct,  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  are  calculated  most  to  affect  the  in- 
*  terest  of  the  aggressors.  If  this  be  a  sound  rule, 
it  strongly  recommends  the  resolution  which  has 
iben  discussed,  as  the  measure  proposed  by  it 
would  deeply  and  vitally  affect  the  id  terest  of 
Great  Britain  ;  while,  as  I  have  said  before,  the 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  I  really 
think,  would  not  be  such  as  to  affect  their  inter- 
est in  any  very  considerable  degree. 

If  I  were  disposed  to  do  so,  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary at  this  time  to  say  an v thing  as  to  the  aggres- 
sions complained  of,  whether  they  are  unwarrant- 
able, and  contrary  to  what  is  called  the  law  of 
nations.  That  they  are  so,  is  a  point,  1  believe 
almost  universally  insisted  upon  by  the  people  of 
this  country.  But  here,  I  will  go  a  little  further. 
The  doctrine  which  admits  of  search  for  enemy^s 

goods,  on  board  the  vessels  of  a  neutral  on  the 
igh  seas,  and  a  right  to  seize  and  confiscate  such 
goods  whenever  there  found,  ever  was,  to  my 
view,  a  doctrine  founded  in  power,  and  not  in 
right — a  doctrine  which  all  the  musty,  volumin- 
ous compilations  of  the  civilians,  put  toj^ether, 
can  never  reconcile  to  the  principles  of  justice. 
Within  whose  jurisdiction  is  the  vessel  of  a  neu- 
tral, when  sailing  on  the  high  seas  ?  Is  it  within 
the  jurisdiction,  not  of  the  nation  to  whom  it  be- 
lonffs,  but,  of  the  belligerent  who  happens  to  meet 
with  it  on  those  seas?  Are,  or  are  not,  those  seas 
a  common  highway,  free  for  the  use  of  all  nations 
who  may  choose  to  navigate  them  ?  It  is  univer- 
sally admitted  that  they  are,  for  it  would,  indeed, 
be  utterly  absurd  to  deny  it.  Equally  absurd  would 
it  be,  to  deny  that  a  vessel  sailing  on  those  seas 
is  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  nation 
to  whom  it  belongs.  Wliat  right,  then,  has  a  bel- 
ligerent, because  he  happens  to  be  in  a  state  of 
war,  forcibly  to  invade  the  jurisdictional  limits  of 
a  peaceable  nation,  with  whom  he  has  no  difier- 
ence?  The  state  of  war  in  which  he  is,  what- 
ever rights  it  may  give  him  in  relation  to  his 
enemy,  cannot  enlarge  his  rights  in  respect  to  a 
neutral,  cannot  diminish  the  right  of  that  neutral. 
Upon  no  principle  of  reason  or  justice  can  the 
rights  of  the  neutral  be  affected  by  the  war.  His 
situation  cannot  be  rightfully  altered  by  either  of 
the  belligerent  parties,  and  neither  of  them  can 
have  any  more  rightnil  authority  to  enter  the 
jurisdictional  limits  of  a  neutral  in  time  of  war 
than  in  a  state  of  profound  peace^  for  he  is  in  a 
jitate  of  peace,  and  all  the  rights  ot  peace  remain 


attached  to  him  in  that  state.  The  belligerent  has 
as  much  ri^ht  to  enter  the  warehouses,  or  other 
places  within  the  territories  of  the  neutral,  seize 
and  make  prize  of  the  goods  of  his  enemy  foaod 
there,  as  he  has  to  enter  the  vessels  of  the  neutral 
on  the  high  bcas,  and  to  seize  and  make  prize  of 
the  goods  of  his  enemy  there  found;  because, 
the  neutral  nation  has  the  same  exclusive  juris- 
diction on  board  its  vessels  on  the  hi^h  seas,  as  it 
has  within  its  territories.  That  jurisdiction,  in 
both  places,  should  be  equally  sacred  from  inva- 
sion by  the  belligerent,  and  should  equally  proteoc 
the  ffoods  within  it.  If  such  was  not  the  case,  it 
would  be  nonsense  to  talk  about  a  mare  liberum. 
The  idea  of  a  /ree  tea  would  be  a  mere  bubble. 
The  vast.expanse  of  waters  forming  the  immense 
ocean,  different  parts  of  which  are  designated  by 
different  name.<t,  and  all,  taken  together,  so  long 
and  so  broad  as  to  encompass  two-thirds  of  thi» 
globe  would  become  a  mere  mare  dofimm — a  sea 
shut  up  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  nation, 
which  ever  it  might  be,  who  has  the  stron^t 
naval  force.  Of  all  the  groundless  doctrines 
which  ever  were  attempted  to  be  defended,  from 
the  days  of  Adam  to  the  present  time,  this  is  one 
of  those,  which,  I  do  believe,  can  be  supported 
with  the  least  reason. 

But,  groundless  and  indefensible  as  this  doctrine 
is,  it  has  been  recognised  by  the  unfortunate  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Oreat  Britain, 
commonly  called  Jay's  Treaty,  and,  therefore, 
while  that  treaty  exists,  the  United  States  »re 
engaged  to  admit  the  practice  founded  on  that 
principle.  But  this  does  not  bind  the  United  States 
to  yield  to  the  new  principle  assumed  by  Great 
Britain,  on  which  her  cruisers  capture,  and  her 
courts  condemn,  American  vessels  and  carsoes^ 
when  those  cargoes  consist  of  the  product  of  her 
enemy's  country,  although  they  have  become 
American  property,  and  are  re-shipped  M  a  niar^ 
ket,  either  in  the  mother  country  or  in  a  colony  of 
that  enemy. 

I  have  noticed  the  principle  which  denies  protee- 
tion  to  the  property  of  an  enemy  on  board  the  ves- 
sel of  a  neutral,  as  a  principle,  which.  I  do  believe. 
the  United  States  ought  to  reprobate  and  resist,  it 
they  had  not  bound  themselves,  by  treaty,  toadmk 
it.  Much  more  ought  they  to  reprobate  and  resist 
a  principle  on  which  a  right  is  claimed  by  Great 
Britain,  as  a  belligerent,  to  seize  and  condemn 
6ofia  fide  American  property,  because  that  prop- 
erty, so  far  as  relates  to  the  cargo,  was  of  the 
growth  or  manufacture  of  her  enemy's  country — 
was  brought  into  the  United  States  from  one  part, 
and  reshipped  for  another  part  of  the  domioions 
of  that  enemy. 

But  the  aggressions  complained  of,  are  commiN 
ted,  it  seems,  on  the  ground  of  necessity.  It  is 
said,  that  Great  Britain  pleads  that  necessity  aa 
her  justification — that,  fighting  for  her  existence, 
she  is  under  the  necessity  of  doing  what  she  does — 
of  violating  (we  say)  our  neutral  rights.  Thisolem 
appears  to  have  been,  in  a  manner,  admitted,  if 
not  as  a  full  and  complete  justification,  at  least 
as  a  decree  of  palliation,  and  therefore,  that  the 
principle  which  has  been  assumed  by  Great  Brie* 
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ain,  should  nothe  so  strongly  resisted  by  this  coun- 
try.   Here  the  admission  of  the  plea  is  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  admission  of  the  principle  itself. 
The  ground  of  necessity  is  a  ground  so  broad 
and  extensive,  that,  upon  any  occasion  whatever, 
some  foothold  may  be  found  on  it.    It  is  a  plea 
which  eludes  all  investigation.    It  is  submitted 
to  no  tribunal  to  decide  whether  it  shall  be  over- 
ruled, or  not.    It  is  of  that  singular  nature  which 
cannot  be  judged  of  but  by  him  who  makes  it. 
He  only  is  competent  to  know  what  his  situa- 
tion renders  necessary  for  him  to  do.    An  admis- 
sion of  the  plea,  then,  is  an  admission  that  be  has 
a  ri^ht  to  do  whatever  he  chooses  to  do,  since  his 
choice  is  pounded  on  what  he  deems  to  be  necea- 
Miry  for  him  to  do.    It  is  the  plea  of  everjr  tyrant 
upon  earth.    The  despot  who  wantonly  impales 
thousands  of  his  miserable  subjects,  says — it  must 
be  80 ;  otherwise,  the  throne  would  totter  under 
me.     I  shall  fall  a  victim  to  the  fury  of  an  aggra- 
vated populace,  unless  they  are  constantly  awed 
by  extreme  severity.    A  system  of  tyranny  is  es- 
tablished then,  to  support  that  system ;  and  to  pre- 
serve the  tyrant,  thousands  must  be  sacrificed, 
because  the  existing  state  of  things  makes  such 
sacrifices  necessary.    If  Caligula's  wish  had  been 
practicable,  and  every  Roman  neck  had  been  ham- 
mered into  one,  that  neck  would  have  been  too 
strong^  to  be  bent  under  liim,  and,  of  course,  it 
would  have  been  necessary  to  strike  it  off.    Once 
admit  the  plea  as  a  ground  of  justification,  and 
no  outrage  whatever  will  want  support.   The  plea 
will  never  be  wanting.    It  will  always  be  neces- 
sary to  do  «>methinff  or  other — right  or  wrong--- 
and  the  necessity  of  the  case  warrants  it.    This 
doctrine  leads  to  evils,  the  extent  of  which,  baffles 
all  hurnan  calculation. 

The  plea  of  necessity  is  made  to  justify  the 
impressment,  cut  libitum,  of  any  seamen  who 
speak  the  English  language.  It  is  alleged  as  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  the  complement  of  seamen  for 
their  navy,  and  they  cannot  distinguish  between 
British  ana  American  sailors.  Having  extended 
their  naval  armament  so  far  as  to  become  the 
acoarge  of  the  maritime  world,  they  must  keep 
it  up,  and  to  keep  it  up  they  make  such  indis- 
criminate impressments,  otherwise  some  of  their 
ships  must  be  hauled  into  dock  for  want  of  men. 
This  is  a  necessity  which  with  them  justifies 
every  possible  means  made  use  of  to  procure 
men,  and  on  this  plea  they  seize  American  sea- 
men. Bat  is  it  possible  that  this  doctrine  can 
find  an  advocate,  except  among  themselves?  Or 
is  it  possible  that  the  enormity  of  the  outrage  can 
be  palliated  in  the  smallest  degree  on  the  ground 
of  such  a  plea?  It  cannot  afford  the  slightest 
shade  of  justification.  In  thte  prosecution  of  this 
outrage,  they  arrogate  to  themselves  a  right  to 
dispense  with  the  known  established  rules  of  de- 
cision, to  ascertain  the  truth  of  facts.  The  im- 
pressing^ officer  seizes  any  seaman  who  speaks  the 
Boglish  language,  and  of  himself,  merely  upon 
that  ground,  determines  that  he  is  a  British  sub- 
ject. If  be  could  acquire  a  right  to  make  the 
impressment  in  any  case,  he  should  produce  proof 
of  tike   fact.    The  circumstance  of  the  seaman 


being  found  on  board  an  American  vess^el,  is  pri' 
ina  facie  evidence  that  he  is  an  American  citi- 
zen. The  facility  afforded,  by  similarity  of  lan- 
guage and  manners,  to  the  British  sailor  of  enter- 
ing on  board  American  vessels,  and  the  difficulty 
of  producing  on  the  spot  evidence  of  his  subjec- 
tion to  Qreat  Britain,  cannot  be  rightfully  pleaded 
in  justification  of  the  violence.  These  are  cir- 
cumstances existing  independently  of  the  control 
of  either  of  the  nations;  and  if  some  British  sea- 
men do  avail  themselves  of  them,  the  inconveni- 
ence to  that  nation,  whatever  it  may  be,  results 
from  those  circumstances.  To  remove  that  in- 
convenience, there  cannot  exist  anv  rightful  au- 
thority to  trample  on  the  rights  of  American  cit- 
izens, by  a  wanton,  indiscriminate  impressment 
of  every  seaman  speaking  the  English  language, 
whom  the  impressing  officer  shall  choose  to  seize. 
Even  on  their  own  principle  of  non-expatriation, 
withou^ositive  and  unquestionable  proof  that  the 
seaman  impressed  is  a  British  subject,  there  can. 
be  no  shadow  of  just  pretext  for  the  violence, 
even  if  committed  within  their  own  jurisdiction- 
al limits,  but  ^vhen  committed  on  the  high  seas 
the  outrage  is  aggravated  by  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  the  American  flag,  an  invasion  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  T.Newton,  ir. — It  is  seldom,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  I  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House.  I  am 
content,  in  most  instances,  in  giving  that  vote, 
which  appears  to  my  understanding  to  be  rijght 
and  proper.  Residing  in  a  part  of  the  United 
States  which  is  i^pidly  progressing  to  the  first 
commercial  station,  and  representing,  as  I  have 
the  honor  to  do,  citizens  respectable  in  their  dif- 
ferent vocations  of  farmers,  merchants,  and  me- 
chanics, I  consider  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to 
accompany 'my  vote  with  the  reasons  for  it.  It 
becomes  my  duty,  peculiarly,  so  to  act,  as  I  have 
heard  opinions,  to  which  I  cannot  rendei^my  as- 
sent, and  which  have  touched  my  sensibility. 
On  a  great  and  interesting  crisis  in  our  national 
affairs,  it  becomes  the  representative  of  a  free 
people  to  speak  what  he  thinks;  firmness  and  in- 
dependence should  characterize  all  his  actions. 
The  magnitude,  sir,  of  the  subject  demands  a 
dispassionate  consideration.  I  will  endeavor  to 
l^ive  it  a  deliberate  attention.  I  differ  on  this  sub- 
ject from  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the  satis- 
faction to  agree  on  most  political  points^  and  with 
whom  I  am  in  habits  of  intimacy  and  friendship. 
This  honest  diversity  of  opinion  shall  never  les- 
sen my  respect  for  their  virtues.  It  is  my  desire 
to  discharge  with  fidelity  my  duty  to  my  country, 
and  with  approbation  to  my  conscience.  I  shall 
never  pause,  or  remain  inactive,  when  her  pros- 
perity IS  to  be  promoted,  or  aggressions  on  her 
rights  are  to  be  repelled. 

I  will  now.  sir,  offer  my  reasons  for  beinff  in 
favor  of  the  bill  on  the  table.  I  confess  it  does 
not  altogether  come  up  to  my  wishes.  But  as 
unanimity  is  more  likely  to  be  the  result  of  the 
adoption  of  this  measure  than  any  other  at  this 
time,  I  am  willing  to  pare  away  something  from 
my  opinion  to  obtain  it.  I  look  forward  to  strong 
er  toned  measures,  should  the  present  proye  inef- 
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fieient.  Whal  coocurrence  of  circamstaoees  aad 
events  have  coastrained  us  to  take  this  measure? 
Let  facts  speak  our  justificatioa.  Let  qs  recur 
to  the  history  of  America,  and  inquire  whether 
we  hare  received  from  Great  Britain  that  justice 
and  decorous  demeanor  to  which  as  an  independ- 
ent nation  we  are  entitled.  I  will  omit  insisting 
oa  the  refusal  to  deliver  to  us  the  Western  posts, 
in  conformity  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
1783.  The  expensive  Indian  wars  which  grew 
out  of  that  act  of  violated  faith  I  will  likewise 
omit,  insisting  on  her  repeated  refusals  to  enter 
into  commercial  arrangements  with  us.  I  will 
also  pass  over  the  Treaty  of  1794 — that  hydra  of 
all  our  calamities-*-witbout  a  comment.  It  is  to 
the  eventa,  since  the  year  1793,  at  which  time 
hostilities  commenced  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  that  I  shall  direct  my  attention.  I  ask 
f  eatkmen  to  recollect  the  orders  issued  at  differ 
#)Dt  periods  of  time  from  her  cabinet,«and  the 
clandestine  manner  of  their  ezecntion.  While 
the  ships  of  our  citizens  were  navigating  the 
ocean^  pursuing  under  the  protection  of  the  laws 
of  nations  and  the  neutral  flag,  a  just  and  rightful 
commerce,  they  were  captured  and  condemned. 
The  flrst  notice  our  merchants  and  navigators 
had  of  the  existence  of  such  orders,  were  from 
the  cruisers  that  captured  their  vessels.  Have 
not  our  citizens  been  subjected  to  the  most  degra- 
^ding  and  humiliating  insults  and  injuries  ?  Have 
Bot  our  coasts  been  constantly  lined  with  cruisers 
of  every  description  ?  Have  wo  not  had  spies 
in  our  seaports  to  give  infor^iation  ol  the  desti- 
nation of  vessels,  and  the  value  of  their  cargoes? 
Has  not  our  jurisdiction  been  invaded^  an4  acts 
therein  performed^  in  violation  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  nation  1  I  refer  to  the  case  of  seamen  im- 
pressed in  the  harbor  of  New  Yorftr&Qd  the  ia- 
•ult  not  long  since  offered  to  the  Stale  of  Rhode 
Island^by  the  commander  of  a  ship  of  wax. 
Have  not  the  laws  of  national  intercourse  been 
wantonly,  and  withoal  provocation,,  trampled 
uadeff  foot,  aod  unrestrained  plunder  made  the 
order  of  the  day?  Haa  not  our  flag^  which 
.fives  to  us  jurisdiction  over  whatever  portion 
of  the  ocean  it  covers,  and  ought  likewise  to 
give  security  to  our  citizens  and  their  property, 
received  every  indignity  and  outrage  ?  Haa  not 
the  right  of  search  and  examination  in  the  most 
flhftmcless  manner  been  abused,  and  our  mer- 
chants subjected  to  immense  losses^  and  their 
▼essels  to  vexatious  detentions?  Are  not  our 
bsave  and  generous  seamen  impressed  and  forced 
into  her  service  ?  And  have  not  the  late  decisions 
9f  the  Admiralty  Courts  narrowed  and  pared 
away  our  commerce  to  a  skeleton  ?  Suchy  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  the  treatment  we  have  received,  and 
are  daily  receiving,  from  Great  Britain ',  we  have 
borne  such  for  years.  Undier  these  oppressions, 
what  ha»  been  the  conduct  of  America?  a  con- 
duct of  the  most  paciic  composition.  We  have 
permitted  her  vessels  to  enter  our  ports  on  the 
same  footing  with  those  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tions— nations  that  had  entered  into  commercial 
atipulations  with  us  on, a  liberal  scale. 
We  have  pceaeifved  ^ood  faith  in  all  our  timna- 


actions.  Ample  justice  has  been  rendered.  The 
property  of  her  subjects  has  been  under  the  safe- 
guard of  the  law,  and  restitution  has  been  made 
when  illegally  seized.  I  speak  of  vemls  and 
their  cargoes,  which  were  made  prizes  within  our 
jurisdiction  by  the  French  cruisers,  and  prizes  to 
such  as  had  been  equipped  in  our  ports.  The 
contrast  is  striking;  the  problem  to  be  solved  is 
this:  whether  we  are  to  submit  to  depredations, 
or  to  assert  our  rights.  The  time,  in  my  opinion, 
has  arrived,  which  imperioasiy  demands  their 
vindieatioo.  The  nation  expects  it,  and  we  should 
not  disappoint  the  patriotic  wish.  Let  us,  then, 
resort,  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  lo  com* 
mercial  prohibitions,  and  let  us  persevere  in  the 
course  we  have  taken,  till  ample  satisfectioa  is 
rendered  for  past  injuries. 

Thia  measure  is  said,  among  its  other  deformi- 
ties, to  have  a  squinting  towards  war.  I  caoooc 
consider  it  as  having  that  tendency.  I  am  a  verae 
to  war;  my  constituents  concur  in  opinion  with 
me,  that  no  greater  evil  can  befall  or  scourge  manr 
kind.  It  is  the  prolific  parent  of  every  vice,  of 
debts  and  taxes ;  it  poisons  in  the  germ  the  vir- 
tues that  are  vitally  essential  to  the  sanity  of  the 
Republic.  Shall  the  assumption  of  a  warlike 
attitude  be  ascribed  to  us,  because  we  assert  the 
rights  of  neutral  navigatioo,  and  adopt  a  meas- 
ure calculated  to  sustaii^  them?  The  ocean  is  a 
common  highway  to  all  nations;  our  citizens  are 
entitled  to  use  it  as  such,  in  the  same  nMuner  as 
they  use  the  common  highways  or  roads  throuffh 
our  country.  Robbery  and  piracy  ajre  equally 
base  and  criminal.  The  ocean  is. property  in 
community ;  the  liberummare  has  be^  acknowl- 
edged and  advocated  by  the  best  informed  civilr 
ians,  and  all  the  writers  on  the  law  of  natioiia 
Every  effort  that  shall  be  made  or  exerted  to 
abridge  our  rights  shooid  be  repelled. 

It  is  immaterial  to  me  who  is  the  agsressor; 
whether  Britain  or  France,  Spain  or^lgiiers. 
Pusillanimity  invites  aggression.    A  nation  that 
is  prepared  mmt  defence  or  offence  Is  sddooBi  mo- 
lested.   Let  the  secret  proceedings  of  Coogreaa 
be  published,  whenever  the  wisdom  of  this  Brakuae 
shall  deem  the  act  prudent ;  I  foe  one  sfaaii  never 
blush  at  the  votes  I  then  gave*    Were  I  permitted 
to  retrace  my  steps,  I  should  not  change  the  coarse 
I  then  took.    The  peace,  prosperity,  and  aecaritf 
of  the  country,  are  objects  of  primary  importaoce, 
superior  with  me  to  every  other  consideiatieiik 
Krom  the  course  which  the  debate  has  taken,  and 
from  opinions  advanced,  it  app^rs  that  cont- 
merce  is  not  deserving  of  hoidioff  a  high  rank  ia 
the  public  esttmatioaw  The  merchant— the  Anaer- 
icau  merchantr— is  a  citizen,  and  atilegiaQee  aad 
protection  are  reciprocal.    Let  us  recur  to  the 
history  of  America  for  a  solution  of  the  qoesuoo. 
Whether  public  attention  has  ever  been  directed 
to  the  security  and  proeperity  of  commerce  1  Hue- 
sn^ictions  and  prohihitioos  on  trade  were  grieT- 
aaces  loudly  declaimed  against,  anterior  to  the 
American  war.    They  were  classed  amoag  the 

er  loci  pal  ca^ises  that  led  to  it.    if  we  turn  to  the 
declaration  of  Independence,  we  shall  fiad  eou- 
merated  ameag   the  misdeeds  of  that  nauioa: 
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"  The  cuttioii^  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the 
world."  ^^  For  plundering  our  seas  and  ravaging 
ODr  coasts."  Our  freedom  to  trade  wherever  we 
please  is  asserted  in  that  instrument,  which  an- 
nounced to  the  world  our  independence.  Since 
that  ever  memorable  and  glorious  achievement, 
our  public  acts  and  institutions  have  been  framed 
with  a  view  to  the  extension  and  protection  of 
commerce.  If  we  turn  to  our  Constitution  we 
shall  find  powers  given  to  the  National  Govern- 
ment for  these  purposes.  If  we  will  carry  our 
minds  back  tu  the  period  preceding  the  formation 
of  that  Constitution,  and  its  ratification  by  the 
States,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  the  languid 
and  deranged  state  of  our  commerce  was  not  the 
least  powerful  of  those  reasons  and  inducements 
which  produced  a  revolution  in  our  National 
Ghivernment.  If  we  have  a  reference  to  our 
eode  of  laws,  the  attention  and  solicitude  of  Con- 
gress are  manifest  liberally  and  beneficially  to 
carry  into  effect  the  powers  that  have  any  rela- 
tion to  this  subject.  The  protection  given  to  it 
in  the  Mediterranean  sea  is  another  evidence  of 
the  sentiment  of  the  nation.  These  facts  speak 
a  languaere  of  easy  comprehension.  It  is  free 
from  ambi^ity. 

'Again,  sir:  If  we  cast  our  eyes  over  this  in- 
teresting portion  of  the  globe,  and  survey  its  hap- 
py position  and  natural  advantages;  if  we  coo- 
template  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  diversity  of 
climates,  and  the  infinite  variety  of  productions; 
if  we  take  into  view  the  large  bays^  which  abound 
eyery  where,  and  the  navigable  rivers  that  pene- 
trate thousands  of  miles  into  the  interior,  we  shall 
intuitively  feel  and  confess  the  powerful  excite- 
ments and  instigations  to  commerce.  The  benefi- 
cence of  nature  is  wonderfully  displayed,  in  ren- 
dering the  union  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
indissoluhle.  It  is  time,  sir,  I  must  repeat  it,  to 
protect  our  commerce.  I  trust  we  shall  manfully 
arrest  the  hand  of  violence.  In  1776,  the  Amer- 
can  spirit  sustained  and  defended  our  rights  and 
liberties.  Shall  we  in  1806,  in  the  bloom  of  man- 
hodd,  surrender  our  commerce  without  an  effort 
to  protect  it?  I  trust  we  shall  not.  I  also  trust 
that  we  shall  tell  Great  Britain  in  plain  language, 
that  "we  will  not  purchase  certain  fabrics  of  her ; 
that  -we  will  not  be  clad  in  her  broadcloths,  nor 
wear  her  hats.  We  demand  of  her  fair  play ; 
plain  honesty;  and  that  nothing  short  of  it  will 
satisfy  us. 

Let  it  not  be  understood,  Mr.  Speaker^  that  I 
am  the  didvocate  of  commerce  to  the  injury  of 
ap^ricuUu  re.  I  profess  myself  to  be  the  warm  and 
smcere  friend  of  the  farmer.  Azriculture  never 
had,  and  never  will  have  on  this  floor,  a  more  ar- 
'  dent  and  decided  advocate.  The  farmer's  life  has 
always  been  a  theme  of  admiration  with  me. 
There  is  an  inexpressible  something  in  it  that 
seizes  upon  and  ravishes  my  affections.    In  sup- 

farting  the  freedom  and  protection  of  commerce, 
manifest  my  zeal  for  the  encourasemeot  of  ag- 
riculture;  representing  citizens  of  different  voca- 
tions, it  is  my  duty,,and  I  will  add  my  determi- 
nation, to  sustain  their  rights  and  interest  free 
froDti  the  imrputation  of  favoritism.  My  princi- 
9th  Con.— 28 


pies  forbid  me  to  sacrifice  one  portion  of  the  com- 
munity  to  the  other.  In  the  contemplation  of 
common  sense  and  common  justice,  in  the  lan- 
guage and  spirit  of  our  State  and  National  Con- 
stitutions, equal  risrhts  and  privileges  appertain 
to  every  citizen.  The  point  must  be  conceded. 
The  alliance  between  agriculture  and  commerce 
is  too  intimate  and  close  to  be  denied — the  mu- 
tual dependence  too  visible  to  escape  notice.  If 
they  should  ever  be  torn  asunder,  the  avulsion 
will  produce  a  fatal  lethargy.  What  encourage- 
ment would  the  cultivator  of  the  soil  have  to 
produce  more  from  his  farm  than  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  subsistence  of  his  family,  were  it 
not  for  the  certainty  that  the  surplus  products 
could  be  disposed  of  to  advantage?  Does  not 
commerce  stimulate  industry?  Has  it  not  car- 
ried through  our  country  a  spirit  of  emulation 
never  before  felt?  Are  not  our  farms  in  higher 
cultivation,  and  our  farmers  richer  than  at  any 
former  psriod  ?  All  these  felicitous  effects  are 
derived  from  commerce,  subject  as  it  has  been  to 
plunder  and  piracy.  Were  it  protected,  its  ad- 
vantages would  be  more  diffusive.  That  moment 
we  put  commerce  without  the  pale  of  our  pro- 
tection, that  moment,  I  repeat  it,  a  fatal  lethargy 
is  produced ;  that  moment  the  hand  falls  para- 
lyzed from  the  plough.  Give  it  a  liberal  expan- 
sion, and  the  earth  teems  with  luxuriant  harvests. 

Great  objections,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  been  raised 
against  the  carrying  traae.  I  do  not  entertain 
the  same  opinion  with  other  gentlemen  on  this 
point.  From  the  view  I  have  taken  of  this  trade, 
my  mind  discriminates  it  from  that  of  Venice, 
Genoa,  and  Holland.  These  were  small  places, 
diminutive  when  compared  with  America.  They 
had  little  ground  to  cultivate ;  their  supplies  were 
drawn  from  other  countries.  They  flourished  in 
commerce,  because  their  Governments  were  some 
shades  more  free  than  those  of  surrounding  na- 
tions ;  property  was  protected  by  the  laws.  Hence, 
moneyed  men  of  countries  where  commerce  was 
in  disrepute,  resorted  to  employ  their  capital. 
The  merchants  of  those  places  became  the  carri- 
ers of  other  nations,  and  enjoying  what  maybe 
aptly  denominated  the  freight  trade,  and  other 
advantages  from  their  capital,  became  celebrated 
for  their  wealth  and  power. 

There  is  no  similitude  in  our  situations.  The 
basis  of  our  carrying  trade  is  agriculture — the 
productions  of  the  soil.  In  the  same  proportion 
that  our  trade  is  extended,  and  new  markets  dis- 
covered for  our  produce,  will  the  farmer  be  en- 
couraged and  rewarded  ?  Our  products  are  car- 
ried everywhere,  and  are  in  demand.  The  arti- 
cles are  bulky,  and  require  for  their  transportation 
much  shipping.  Our  trade  to  the  West  Indies  is 
considerable.  Their  dependence  for  subsistence 
and  supplies  of  every  description  is  on  us. 

We  do  not  germonev  in  those  markets  for  our 
produce,  as  a  memorial  from  Connecticut  some 
time  ago,  soliciting  the  time  for  paying  duties  on 
spirit,  &c.,  dec,  to  be  enlarged,  justly  and  cor- 
rectly states;  but  the  produce  of  the  islands  in  ex- 
change. The  colonial  productions  thus  acquired, 
are  beyond  the  supply  of  our  wants ;  our  Govern- 
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meDt  aware  of  this  fact,  loDg  prior  to  the  existing 
order  of  thioss,  from  the  nature  of  our  com- 
merce, enacted  laws,  authorizing  the  re-exporta- 
tion of  the  surplus  colonial  products.    Did  not  the 
merchants  eniojr  this  privilege,  a  limitation  in 
the  exports  of  our  produce  would  inevitably  en- 
sue.   The  fkrmer  would  of  course  be  limited  in 
bis  sales  as  to  quantity,  and  sensibly  experience 
a  diminution  in  the  price  of  his  flour,  and  of  other 
articles  the  produce  of  his  farm.    The  merchant 
must  have  a  profit  to  support  his  trade  and  credit. 
The  laws  of  our  Grovernment  on  the  allowance  of 
drawbacks,  were,  as  they  appear  to  me,  evidently 
framed  more  with  a  vie  w  to  encourage  agriculture 
tban  to  accommodate  the  merchant.    The  same 
reasoning  applies  with  equal  propriety  and  force  to 
the  commercial  relations  we  have  with  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.   As  the  re-exportation  of  colonial 
produce  and  European  fabrics,  has,  and  still  pro- 
daces  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  embarrass* 
meats  to  our  commerce ;  it  becomes  mv  duty  to 
inspeet  her  pretensions  on  this  head,  with  deliber- 
ation and  dispassionate  research.    Irt^joice  that  I 
am  enabled  to  take  high  ground.    Passert  it  then 
as  a  doctrine  that  has  been  established  and  pub- 
lished to  the  world  by  Great  Britain  herself,  that 
the  European  manufactures  and  colonial  produc- 
tions of  belligerent  nations,  when  brought  into  a 
neutral  country,  become  neutralized,  and  form  a 
part  of  the  stock  and  wealth  of  the  importing  na- 
tion, and  that  a  neutral  nation  thus  posssessed  of 
such  property,  has  an  undeniable  and  legal  right 
to  export  it  to  any  other  nation,  belli^rent  or 
neutral,  free  from  the  clogs  of  any  limitation  or 
condition.    In  the  examination  of  this  subject.  I 
shall  refer  to  the  decisions  of  the  tribunals  ofGreat 
Britain.    I  will  not  tire  the  patience  of  the  House 
in  quotations  from  writers  on  the  law  of  nations. 
Great  Britain  concedes  every  point  necessary  to 
sustain  my  position.    The  Admiralty  Courts  have 
decided,  that  merchandise  importea  in  our  ves- 
sels, and  which  has  been  landed,  and  the  duties 
paid  or  secured  to  be  paid,  is  to  be  taken  as  so 
m«ch  of  the  floating  wealth  of  the  importing  na- 
tion.   If  gentlemen  have  the  curiosity  to  turn  to 
books  for  information,  I  take  the  liberty  to  refer 
them  to  the  case  of  the  Polly,  Laskey.  master.  2  voL 
Robinson's  Reports,  page  268.    A  bona  fide  im- 
portation is  held  by  the  judge  to  be  satisfied,  by 
the  ^andin^  the  goods  and  paying  the  duties. 
This  is  the  import  of  that  decision.  The  doctrine 
is  again  laid  down  in  still  more  explicit  terms 
bf  the  British  Government  itself,  in  a  corres- 
mndence  between  Lord  Hawkesbury  and  Mr. 
iCinj^,  stated  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  the 
British  Government,  September  23, 1805.    The 
part  of  that  letter  to  which  I  refer,  is  as  follows: 

^The  case  was  precisely  similar  to  those  which 
have  been  lately  before  the  court.  Mr.  King  com- 
plaiaed  in  a  letter  of  Msrdi  18,  1801,  that  the  cargo  of 
an  American  vessel,  going  from  the  United  States  to  a 
Spanish  colony,  had  been  condemned  by  the  Vice  Ad- 
miimhy  Court  of  Nassaa,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  of 
the  growth  of  Spaia,  which  decision,  he  contended,  was 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  requesting  suitable 
iBslffOclipns  might  bo  despatched  to  the  proper  officers 


in  the  West  Indies,  to  prevent  like  abases  in  fataie. 
Lord  Hawkesbury,  in  reply,  of  April  11,  oommnniested 
the  report  of  the  King's  Advocate  Ocnerml,  in  wfatdi 
it  Is  expressly  stated,  that  the  produce  of  sb  enemy 
may  be  imported  by  a  neutral,  into  his  own  couatryy 
and  re-exported  thence  to  the  mother  country  ;  and  m 
like  manner,  in  that  circuitous  mode,  that  the  produce 
and  manufactures  of  the  mother  country  might  find 
their  way  to  its  colonies ;  that  the  landing  of  the  goods, 
and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neutral  country,  broke 
the  continuity  of  the  voyage,  and  legalized  the  trule, 
although  the  goods  were  re-shipped  in  the  same  ves- 
sel, on  account  of  the  same  neutral  proprietors,  and 
forwarded  for  sale  to  the  mother  country  of  the  colony. 
It  merits  attention  in  this  report,  (so  clearly  and  pos- 
itively is  the  doctrine  laid  down,  that  the  landing  the 
goods,  and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neutral  country, 
broke  the  continuity  of  the  voyage)  that  it  is  stated 
as  a  doubtful  point,  whether  the  mere  touching  in  the 
neutral  coun^  to  obtain  fiesh  olesranees  will  be  con- 
sidered in  the  tight  of  a  direol  trade,  tiiat  no  poskive 
inhibition  is  insisted  on  any  but  the  direct  tnde  be* 
tween  the  mother  countiy  and  colonies.  This  decbine, 
in  the  light  therein  stated,  is  also  to  be  found  in  the 
Treatv  of  the  17th  of  June,  1801,  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Russia." 

I  trust,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  succeeded  in  prov- 
ing the  legality  of  the  trade  contended  for.  Great 
Britain  has  unequivocally  pronounced  oar  rig^t 
to  enjoy  it.  To  surrender  it  is  forbidden  by  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  carrying  trade 
is  a  fungus  of  war— that  it  is  not  worth  contending 
for^that  it  coosisis  in  the  carriage  of  enemies' 
propertv.  In  taking  a  further  view  of  this  sob- 
ject,  it  becomes  necessary  and  imporunt  to  aseer- 
tain  a  previous  question;  whether  our  eapiud, 
composed  of  the  productions  of  agriculture  and 
specie,  is  sufficient  to  neutralize  this  trade.  Of 
the  ezchaoffe  of  our  productions  for  those  of  the 
colonies  and  of  the  carrying  trade,  in  iu  true  aeose, 
I  have  spoken.  If  1  can  now  show  that  the  car- 
rent  floating  wealth  of  the  nation,  consisting  of 
specie  end  bank  paper,  is  to  a  consideraMe  amoanl^ 
and  is  equal  to  the  support  of  our  'trade,  satisfac- 
tory evidence  will  be  obtained  that  our  flag  does 
not^  to  the  extent  spok«n  of,  cover  enemies?  pro- 
perty. That  our  flag  is  dishonored  in  soae  in- 
stances,  is  true.  It  is  the  fate  of  all  coontries  to 
experience  deviations  of  this  kind,  and  none  more 
so  than  Great  Britain.  But  t  hat  all  our  merchants 
are  employed  in  this  covering  trade — its  proper 
n^me — is  without  proof.  I  trust  that  there  ore 
few  indeed,  who  can  be  found  capable  of  passing 
through  all  the  preparatory  steps  that  would  qual- 
ify them  for  it.  The  more  I  reflect  on  this  soIk 
ject,  the  more  I  am  persuaded,  that  oor  eomoerae 
rests  on  the  basis  of  American  capiuL  The  cap- 
ital of  our  merchants  has  been^accumuiatng  since 
the  peace  of  1783.  The  times  have  been  pn>* 
pit  ious.  S  ubject  as  our  trade  h«s  been  to  intemap- 
tion  and  piracy,  our  merchants  have  increased 
their  capitals.  Ever  since  the  year  1789,  oor  spi- 
cultural  productions  and  other  articles  of  expoita* 
tton  have  commanded  higher  pricea  than  at  any 
precedioff  period.  The  emigration  of  mes  of 
wealth  from  Eurt^  and  elsewhere,  who  bave 
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fled  from  the  horrors  of  war  to  this  peneeful  asy- 
lum, has  added  to  it.  The  capital  of  our  banks, 
amounting  to  more  than  forty  millions  of  dollars; 
the  annual  income  arising  trom  freights,  which 
a  gentleman  from  Pennsyiyania,  ^Mr.  J.  Clat.) 
proved  to  be  eight  millions  of  dollars:  if  we 
add  the  value  of  near  seven  hundred  thousand 
tons  of  shipping  employed  in  foreign  trade,  esti- 
mating each  ton  at  thirty  dollars — and  also  the 
capital  necessary  to  keep  this  quantum  of  tonnage 
employed,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  our  cap- 
ital is  sufficient  to  support  our  commerce,  with- 
out foreign  aid ;  that  our  merchants  are  not  the 
mere  go-betweens  of  the  belligerent  nations — the 
puppets  put  into  motion  by  the  juggling  capital- 
ists of  Europe.  It  wonld  puzzle  any  man  to  say 
what  is  the  commercial  capital  of  either  Holland 
or  France,  or  Spain ;  the  two  former  have  in  their 
commerce  suffered  immensely  by  wars,  but  more 
from  the  shocks  of  frequent  revolutions.  France 
and  Holland  have  long  ago  been  announced  to 
the  world  by  Great  Britain,  as  bankrupts  in  com- 
merce. Spain,  it  is  known,  never  ranked  hish  as 
a  commercial  nation.  It  therefore  cannot  be  fiiirly 
said  that  we  are  trading  on  their  capitals. 

Gentlemen  have  slided  into  another  mistake,  by 
limitiug  their  views  of  this  subject.  They  state, 
that  what  they  call  the  carrying  trade  yields  to  the 
Government,  in  duties,  but  eiffht  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  is  true.  This  is  the  amount 
of  duties  not  paid  by  consumers,  and  arises  from 
the  three  and  a  half  per  centum  paid  on  goods  re- 
exported— but  gentlemen  do  not  take  into  their  cal- 
culations the  immense  valu^e  of  the  merchandise 
re-exported,  amounting  for  the  last  year,  ending 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1805.  to  fifty-three 
millions  of  dollars — and  the  pronts  accruing  to 
the  merchants  on  the  same  in  foreign  markets. 
This  part  of  the  subject  has  not  received  that  at- 
tention and  fair  discussion  it  merits.  Facts  are 
powerAil,  and,  when  calmly  and  dispassionately 
weighed,  will  establish  the  importance  of  this 
trade.  To  it  we  are  indebted  for  the  ability,  to  a 
g^reat  degree,  of  paying  to  Great  Britain  more 
than  eleven  millions  of  dollars — being  the  amount 
of  the  balance  of  trade  in  her  favor,  against  the 
United  States. 

Circumstances  and  events,  Mr.  Speaker,  not 
moral  principles^  influence  the  policy  and  dictate 
the  measures  of  the  Court  of  London.  In  1793, 
when  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe  were 
confederated  against  France,*  when  victory  and 
cottq^est  were  deemed  certain,  and  France  was  to 
be  cut  up  and  partitioned,  according  to  a  secret  un* 
derstanding,  adjusted  in  the  treaties  of  Pa  via  and 
Pilnifz — Great  Britain  issued  her  orders  for  the 
destruction  of  our  trade.  The  effects  are  known 
and  felt.  But  no  sooner  did  the  coalition  dissolve 
away  before  a  brilliant  succession  of  victories, 
than  a  relaxation  in  her  orders  and  practice  took 
p!ace-*a  relaxation  produced,  not  from  qualms  of 
conscience;  not  from  a  reviving  sense  of  justice, 
but  by  her  impotency;  by  her  want  of  power  to 
inflict  the  injuries  meditated.  A  new  coalition 
and  naval  victories  have  again  brought  our  trade 
to  the  brink  of  dtestruction.    The  oscillations  of 


the  Cabinet  have  been  communicated  to  the  judge 
of  the  admiralty.  On  cases  similar  in  all  their 
circumstahces,  he  has  had  the  hardihood  to  pro* 
nounce  dissimilar  and  conflicting  judgments. 
In  the  West  Indies,  some  of  her  judges  have 
stained  and  polluted  the  ermine  of  iustice  by  open 
and  unblushing  bribery.  The  late  disastrous 
events  on  the  continent  will  again  infuse  into  her 
councils  an  artificial  display  of  prudence  and 
moderation.  The  Punic  laith  of  the  Cabinet — I 
speak  not  of  the  people — is  without  a  parallel; 
nothing  short  of  resistance,  proportioned  to  the 
violence  exercised,  can  confine  the  Cabinet  td 
proper  limits.  To  preserve  our  rights  and  to  pro- 
tect our  citizens  are  duties  we  have  pledged  our- 
selves to  perform.  It  has  become  important  to 
the  nation  to  know  what  security  in  future  it  it 
to  look  for,  in  its  intercourse  and  trade  with  for- 
eign nations.  Our  patience  is  exhausted.  We 
cannot  any  longer  submit  to  the  capricious  whims 
of  any  belligerent  Power. 

The  principles  of  justice  are  immutable — they 
are  the  same  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places — they 
are  not  liable  to  be  modified  by  the  fluctuation  of 
events.  The  law  of  nations  has  accurately  ascei^ 
tained  the  rights  which  respectively  appertain  to 
neutral  and  belligerent  nations — to  the  control 
of  that  law  we  are  willing  to  submit,  and  to  no 
other.  The  knowledge  1  have  gleaned  from  au^ 
thors^  on  the  subjects  of  war  and  peace,  clearly 
convinces  me,  that  a  declaration  of  war  between 
two  nations  cannot  deprive  a  third  and  pacific 
nation  of  the  advantages  of  an  honest  neutrality. 

The  prohibition  to  carry  implements  of  war, 
doc.,  4bc.,  commonly  called  contraband  articles 
or  goods — to  coyer  enemies'  property — and  the  ex- 
clusion from  ports  actually,  not  constructively 
blockaded,  are  the  restrictions  on  neutral  com*' 
merce.  The  British  Government  is  not  disposed 
to  stop  at  the  barrier  assigned  and  marked  oht  by 
this  law.  But  non-resistance  to  insults,  aggravated 
by  wanton  insolence,  impresses  that  Government 
with  a  belief,  that  it  possesses  a  prescriptive  riffbC 
to  oppress  us  ad  libitum — at  will.  The  old  colo* 
nial  system  is  reviving  fast.  Great  Britain,  sir,  is 
contending  for  the  sole  right  of  altering  and  ab- 
rogating, adding  to,  and  modifying,  accordinc  to 
the  dictates  of  her  monopolizing  views,  the  Taw 
of  nations.  Alt  trade  with  her  enemies  is  now 
prohibited,  unless  it  was  allowed  by  tht  m  during 
peace.  Accede  to  this  doctrine,  and  we  shall 
next  be  inhibited  to  trade  with  any  nation  but 
herself.  It  is  impossible  to  avoid  expressions  of 
execration  at  her  shameless  abandonment  of  prin- 
ciple. She  interdicts  trade  with  her  enemies,  on 
the  ground  that  it  furnishes  them  with  the  means 
of  prosecuting  the  war;  the  purchase  of  luxuries 
from  us  is  considered  as  enriching  her  enemies* 
She  lays  down  a  rule  to  regulate  our  conduct,  and 
absolves  herself  from  the  observance  of  it ;  she  de- 
nies to  us  the  right  of  trading  with  her  enemies, 
and  yet  it  is  notorious  that  she  trades  with  them 
herself.  The  British  merchants  have  never  ceased, 
notwithstanding  the  war  with  France  and  Spain, 
to  trade  with  their  colonies.  This  is  a  fact.  I 
appeal  to  the  documents  on  the  table  to  prove  it. 
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Great  Britain  likewise  contends,  that  neutral 
DatioDS,  subject  as  they  are  to  a  multitude  of  in- 
eonveniences  and  privations,  from  the  conflicts 
of  belligerent  Powers,  are  not  to  be  compensated 
with  advantages  which  chance,  the  mutations  of 
trade,  or  the  state  of  hostilities  may  throw  into 
their  possession.  In  other  words — that  war  de- 
prives neutral  nations  of  many  benefits,  but  cannot 
confer  them.  Again,  sir — she  denies  that  any  ad- 
vantage or  accommodation  can  flow  to  neutrals 
from  the  relaxation  of  the  navigation  acts  of  a  bel- 
ligerent— and  yet  she  has  the  effrontery  and  bold- 
ness, in  the  teeth  of  such  a  declaration,  to  relax 
her  navigation  laws — deriving  from  such  a  meas- 
ure incalculable  advantages.  Her  manufactories 
are  supplied  with  raw  materials,  particularly  from 
her  enemies,  by  the  intervention  of  neutral  bot- 
toms; a  practice  in  direct  opposition  to  her  navi- 
gation acts  during  peace — by  it  the  nary  is  man- 
ned, and  trade  supported.  I  will  not  proceed 
further  on  this  head  to  tire  the  patience  of  the 
House.  The  letter  of  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr. 
King  is  a  complete  answer  to  the  new  doctrines. 
Commerce,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  experienced  many 
revolutions;  peace  and  war  alike  produce  them. 
Governments,  laws,  manners,  and  customs,  have 
a  tendency  to  control  its  operations.  It  would 
be  a  task  of  infinite  difficulty  to  enumerate  all  the 
causes,  which  elevate  and  depress  it.  Tempora 
nnUantur,et  nos  fmUamur  in  illia,  is  as  applicable 
to  commerce  as  it  is  to  man.  Nations,  once  re- 
nowned for  wealth  and  coramerc,  are  now  poor 
and  without  commerce.  Tyre,  once  celebrated 
for  her  commerce,  opulence,  and  power,  is  now 
nothing  but  a  heap  of  venerable  ruins.  Of  ancient 
Carthage,  the  rival  of  Rome,  scarcely  a  vestige 
reroaii.s.  Alexandria  has  seen  all  her  proud  ex- 
pectations transferred  to  happier  regions ;  and  Ve- 
nice, Genoa,  and  Holland,  retain  but  the  remem- 
brance of  their  nristine  splendor  and  glory.  Com- 
merce must  be  free ;  it  disdains  control.  Like  the 
fiensitive  plant,  it  shrinks  from  the  touch. 

This  discussion,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  filled  me  with 
astonishment.  The  times  are  changed ;  we  hear  no 
more  strictures  on  the  importance  and  advantages 
resulting  from  commerce,  and  the  necessity  of  af- 
fording it  protection,  from  its  old  friends — a  death- 
like silence  has  sealed  their  lips — the  articulation 
of  monosyllables  is  the  utmost  extent  of  their 
power.    '^Gtuantum  mutatus  ah  illo  Hectore  I" 

From  the  year  1795  to  the  4th  of  March  1801, 
the  inevitable  prostration  of  commerce  was  rung 
throughout  America  in  all  the  chimesand  changes 
of  eloquence — the  people  were  forewarned  in  sol- 
emn admonitions  of  it,  if  the  direction  of  our  af- 
fairs were  entrusted  to  the  Republicans. 

Behold,  in  1806,  a  silent  but  steady  opposition  to 
every  measure  calculated  to  violate  our  commer- 
cial rights!  Yes.  sir,  the  former  champions  of 
commerce  have  hiing  up  their  coats  of  mail — the 
helmet  and  the  buckler, thesword  and  scabhard,are 
thrown  aside — the  prophetical  finger  no  lon6:er 
points  to  war.  The  energy  of  1795  and  1800  is 
extinct — it  has  fled  "  to  the  family  vault  of  the 
Capulets" — from  my  heart  I  wish  it  an  uninter- 
rupted repose. 


This  bill  is  considered  by  some  gentlemen  as  a 
mere  milk-and-water  composition — as  a  lenitive 
too  mild  for  the  prognostics  of  the  case.  I  am 
willing  to  try  its  efficacy — simple  prescriptions  are 
generally  the  best  restoratives  to  health.  We  are 
luld.  sir,  that  France  is  dominant,  and  that  Great 
Britain  is  fighting  ^>ro  aria  etfocis — for  her  altars 
and  her  freehold ;  but  this  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  permit  Great  Britain  to  rob  and  plunder 
us  at  will.  France  is  indebted  for  her  power  to 
the  folly  and  short-sighted  policy  of  Great  Britain. 
It  is  not  my  wish  that  Britain  should  become  a 
province  to  France,  or  that  France,  were  the  thing 
possible,  should  be  dependent  on  Britain. 

My  fervent  wish,  politically  speaking,  is,  that 
they  should  remain  independent  of  each  other; 
and  that  they  should,  in  estimating  the  real  im- 
portance of  things,  and  the  uncertainty  of  events, 
discern  that  there  is  more  real  good  and  true  gforv 
in  the  practical  display  of  moral  virtues,  than  all 
the  victories  that  can  ne  achieved  by  art  and  phy- 
sical power. 

1  am  favorable  to  the  bill  now  on  its  passage,  for 
other  reasons,  which  have  great  weight  with  me. 
It  will,  if  carried  into  operation,  alienate  our  at- 
tachments from  British  fabrics.  We  shall  acquire 
a  taste  for  those  of  other  countries — in  which  we 
can  be  supplied  with  articles  necessary,  for  our 
consumption,  equal  if  not  superior  in  quality  to 
those  from  Britain  and  her  dependencies.  The 
insolence  of  Great  Britain  has  gathered  strength 
from  our  prejudices  in  favor  of  her  manufactures. 
Show  her  tnat  it  is  our  determination  to  open 
other  markets  for  supplies,  and  she  will  find  it  to 
her  profit  to  render  us  equivalent  advantages  for 
the  continuation  of  our  custom.  She  will  not  haz- 
ard a  rupture  with  us  when  the  loss  to  her  is  cer- 
tain and  vital.  By  having,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  mul- 
titude of  markets  to  resort  to,  with  our  productions, 
neither  revolutions  in  the  governments  of  nations 
nor  thecapriciousness  of  events,  will  have  the  pow- 
er to  produce  commercial  derangements — and, 
what  is  a  consideration  of  the  first  magnitude,  our 
revenue,  derived  as  it  is  from  commerce,  would 
be  in  no  danger  of  such  a  diminution,  as  to  compel 
us  to  resort  to  direct  taxes — taxes  on  our  lands, 
houses,  and  other  property,  for  the  support  of  the 
National  Government.  It  would  also  have  the 
tendency,  at  all  times,  of  furnishing  markets  for 
our  produce — thereby  keeping  its  price  up  to  the 
maximum  point — an  object  of  importance  to  the 
cultivator  of  the  soil. 

The  ability  of  Great  Britain  to  injure  as,  has 
been  insisted  on — but  the  power  of  America  to  in- 
flict a  deep  and  festering  wound  on  Britain,  has 
not  been  noticed.  No  country  so  dependent  as 
Great  Britain  on  other  climes,  more  favored  bf 
nature  for  raw  materials  essential  to  the  support 
of  her  manufactures,  and  for  the  consumption  of 
her  fabrics,  ought  to  assume  a  dictatorial  tone  to 
other  nations.  It  will  prove  fatal  to  her.  Trium- 
phant as  her  fleets  have  been,  their  victories  can- 
not render  her  potent  enough  to  bind  in  chains  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  Great  Britain,  in  the  iotox- 
ication  of  naval  triumphs,  should  not  forget,  that 
her  huasted  navy,  without  foreign  supplies^  would 
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be  but  8D  insignificant  defence.  I  nhould  not  err, 
were  I  to  sar,  that  it  would  be  do  defence.  Its 
dependence  is  likewise  on  commerce  for  support, 
which  cannot^be  carried  on  witi  nations  witaout 
their  assent.  Her  tyranny  and  depredations  on 
the  ocean  roast  and  will  have  the  consequence  of 
directing  the  attention  of  nations  to  encourage  the 
manufacture  of  thei r  raw  materials.  The  security 
and  happiness  which  will  be  derived  to  them  from 
the  adoption  of  such  a  plan,  will  stimulate  them 
to  persevere  in  it.  If  the  United  States  should  be 
driven  to  a  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
and  her  impolitic  conduct  is  forcing  them  to  it. 
she  will  be  probed  to  the  quick. 

As  her  manufacturers  cannot  be  supported  and 
subsisted  without*  foreign  trade,  they  would  be 
thrown  as  paupers  on  tbe  community — without 
the  means  of  satisfying  the  common  and  necessary 
wants — desperation  would  produce  acts  of  vio- 
lence, and  the  nation  tracing:  abuses  to  their  cause, 
would.  bjT  the  force  of  revolution,  obtain  that  re- 
forna,  which  it  has  so  long  sought  in  vain  from 
Parliament.  Far  otherwise  would  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  They 
are  happy  under  governments  of  their  own 
choice — the  only  governments  in  the  world  whose 
direct  end  is  the  happiness  of  the  citizens.  They 
may  be  forced  to  suffer  privations,  but  they  can 
encounter  them  with  fortitude  and  equanimity. 
Thev  may,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  deprived  of 
wealth  by  the  sale  of  their  productions — but  they 
feel  witb  gratitude  the  benignity  of  Heaven,  in 
making  them  proprietors  of  a  country  that  abounds 
in  the  necessaries,  and,  I  might  add,  in  many  of 
the  luxuries  of  life. 

The  Revolutionary  war  of  America  should 
brinf^  to  the  recollection  of  Great  Britain  the  pow- 
er  and  resources  of  a  generous  and  a  brave  people. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  TMr.  Eablt)  ob- 
seryed,  when  he  opposed  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,( Mr.  Grego,)  that  were 
Great  Britain  to  declare  war  against  the  United 
States,  she  would  incur  no  additional  expenses. 
The  calculations  of  that  gentleman,  how  accurate 
soever  they  may  be  on  other  subiects,  fall  short 
of  that  character  on  this.  Does  he  recollect  the 
proximity  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  the  British  navy  cannot  pro- 
tect them  ?  Does  he  l»ear  in  memi  iry  the  treasure 
of  blood  and  money,  lavished  and  expended  by 
Great  Britain,  in  wars  to  acquire  those  regions, 
particularly  the  cost  at  which  Gtuebec  was  obtain- 
ed in  1763?  Will  the  gentleman  also  advert  to 
the  solicitude  and  exertion  of  that  Power  during  the 
American  war,  to  retain  them?  Those  colonies 
are  important  to  her — Canada  puts  her  in  posses- 
sion oft  be  fur  trade,  and  affords  a  passage  to  her 
manufactures  through  the  lakes  into  our  Western 
country. 

Nova  Scotia  is  advantageous  on  account  of 
the  harbour  which  Halifax  affords  to  her  fleets 
on  the  American  t;oast,  and  of  the  fisheries.  With 
out  Nova  Scotia,  and  Newfoundland,  the  fisheries 
would  be  destroyed,  and  with  them  one  of  her  best 
nurseries  fur  seamen.  The  dependence  of  those 
colonies  is  in  a  great  measure  on  us  for  supplies ; 


our  exports  to  them  amount,  according  to  the  doc- 
uments on  the  table,  to  more  than  a  million  of  dol- 
lars. One  article  of  exportation  to  them  is  four 
hundred  thousand  barrels  of  flour.  I  am  satisfied, 
sir,  that  the  defence  of  those  colonies  would  in- 
crease considerably  the  public  burden  of  Great 
Britain.  I  am  also  persuaded  that  a  formidable 
force  would  be  required  to  protect  them,  were 
Great  Britain  mad  enough  to  hazard  a  war  with 
us.  It  is  as  much  her  interest  as  it  is  ours,  to  let 
the  sword  rest  in  its  scabbard.  Forlorn  and  dis- 
tressing would  be  the  condition  to  which  her  West 
India  islands  would  be  reduced,  were  we  to  with- 
hold our  supplies — they  would  not  be  worth  re- 
taining. Our  provisions  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  our  lum- 
ber equally  necessary  to  enable  them  to  carry  their 
Productions  to  market.  If  the  policy  of  Great 
Iritain  should  drive  us  to  a  non-intercourse  with 
her,  and  her  dependencies,  the  mischiefs  to  both 
will  be  incalculable.  Her  colonists  will  be  shaken 
in  their  allegiance^  by  discerning  in  the  measures 
of  the  Cabinet  acnminal  disregard  to  their  interest. 
I  am  sensible,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  tired  your 
patience,  and  trespassed  too  long  upon  the  time 
of  the  House.  I  feel  myself  exhausted — yet  much 
more  could  be  said  on  so  copious  a  subject.  I  have 
endeavored  to  show  the  connexion  and  mutual 
dependence  of  agriculture  and  commerce  on  each 
other,  and  that  the  prosperity  of  our  common  coun- 
try, which  I  wish  may  be  perpetual,  is  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  preservation  of  that  connexion, 
and  the  protection  of  our  commerce.  I  render  my 
thanks  for  the  polite  attention  I  have  experiencea. 
I  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  uke  my  seat,  under  a  con- 
viction of  mind,  that  the  interest  of  my  country 
calls  for  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as  that 
bill  embraces;  and  that  the  first  and  most  hono- 
rable duty  a  citizen  can  perform,  is  to  assert  and 
defend  therightsandlibertiesof hiscountry.  Such 
is  my  determination. 

Mr.  Lton  said  he  was  friendly  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  though  he  believed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  that  it  was  too  much  of  a 
milk-and-water  measure.  He  was  not,  however, 
for  throwing  it  under  the  table,  but  for  having 
it  amended.  He  would  wish  it  to  take  effect  on 
the  1st  of  July^  instead  of  the  15th  of  November, 
and  to  authorize  the  President  to  dispense  with 
any  or  all  of  its  provisions,  in  case  of  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  ot  our  differences  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. For  the  purpose  of  so  modifying  the  bill,  he 
moved  a  recommitment  of  it  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House. 

Mr.  BiowELL  said  he  was  sorry  this  motion 
was  made,  especially  at  this  stage  of  the  business. 
He  did  not  tnink  the  reasoning  on  which  it  was 
founded  correct.  The  principal  object  of  the 
motion  was  to  give  the  bill  an  earlier  effect.  It 
was  very  improper,  he  thought,  that  such  a  mea- 
sure should  go  into  immediate  or  sudden  opera- 
tion. To  turn  the  current  of  trade  at  once  would 
operate  unjustly,  and  in  a  manner  hardly  consist- 
ent with  good  faith  to  the  merchants,  who  must 
have  maue  their  calculations  and  given  their 
orders  on  the  existing  state  of  things.    The  time' 


875 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


876 


M .  OP  R. 


Non- Importation  of  Goods  from  Great  Britain* 


Mabch,  1806. 


wheD  such  a  measure  takes  place  ought  to  be  so 
distant  as  to  give  a  reasonable  notice. 

There  appeals  to  have  arisen,  said  Mr.  B.,  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  precise  point  of 
time  when  this  bill  might  take  effect.  I  think^  all 
circumstances  considered,  the  time  fixed  a  reason- 
able time.  It  may  be  said  that  from  its  remote- 
ness an  unfavorable  inference  may  be  deduced  of 
our  intention  to  carry  it  into  effect.  I  think  not. 
I  think,  on  the  contrary,  it  will  carry  on  the  face 
of  it  a  disjpositioQ  to  make  it  part  of  a  permaneat 
system  of  measures ;  and  that  this  will  be  more 
likely  to  be  inferred  from  the  deliberation  with 
which  it  is  taken  than  from  the  adoption  of  any 
sudden  measures.  I  trust,  until  circumstances xe- 
quire  a  different  course,  it  will  be  persisted  in, 
and  that  it  will  be  but  the  commencement  of  a 
system  of  measures  which  we  shall  continue  to 
pursue  until  our  object  is  accomplished.  In  this 
view  it  is  not  so  material  at  what  particular  mo- 
ment the  operation  of  this  system  begins,  as  to 
convince  Great  Britain  we  are  determined  to  per- 
severe in  it.  I  am,  therefoie,  against  the  recom- 
mitment. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  }ie  barely  rose  to  observe  he 
was  In  hopes,  after  all  the  learning  and  eloquence 
of  the  members  had  been  exhausted,  there  would 
have  been  a  silent  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ; 
but  in  this  hope  he  was  disappointed.  There  ap- 
peared to  be  particular  stomachs  in  the  House 
that  could  not  digest  milk-and-water  diet.  He 
was  of  the  number  of  those  who  wished  the 
adoption  of  somethinf^  stronger;  but  when  he  con- 
sidered milk  and  i^vate.r  was  a  very  wholesome 
diet,  and  that  the  onl)[  way  to  get  anything  was 
to  be  satisfied  with  this  nieasure^  he  was  against 
the  idea  both  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
throw  this  bill  under  the  table,  or  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  to  recommit  it. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — I  will  not  delay  the  ques- 
tion beyond  two  or  three  minutes.  From  some 
remarks  made  by  my  worthy  colleague,  (Mr. 
NewtonJ  it  may  be  inferredi  perhaps,  tnat  I  said 
something  which  tended  to  wound  his  feelings. 
I  have  been  long  in  habits  of  friendship  with  that 
sentleman,  and  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  be- 
lieve that  I  had  no  such  intention  in  anything 
which  I  said. 

Mr.  Newton  said  he  did  not  particularly  allude 
to  any  expressions  of  his  colleague,  but  to  expres- 
sions generally  made  use  of  in  the  course  ot  the 
debate. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — From  some  remarks  of  my 
colleague  on  my  left  ^Mr.  Clopton)  it  would  ap- 
pear as  if  a  disposition  had  been  manifested  in 
this  House  to  give  up  our  rank  and  standing 
amone  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  is  true  these 
remarKs  inrere  not  directed  to  the  bill  under  con- 
sideratioQ,  for  during  this  whole  discussion  not  a 
word  has  been  directed  to  the  merits  of  the  bill. 
All  that  has  been  said  has  been  directed  to  an 
imaginary  being,  and  reminds  me  of  some  expres- 
sions which  I  recollect  to  have  seen  in  the  writ- 
ings of  Thomas  Paine,  who  compared  the  obser- 
vations of  some  political  writer  on  which  he  was 
animadverting,  to  a  particular  place  near  Phila- 


delphia called  Point  no  Point.  Gentlemen  dur- 
ing this  debate  have  talked  a  great  deal  about  the 
spirit  of  1776.  ^ith  what  view  ?  To  show  that 
we  are  an  independent  nation  ?  No ;  but  to  urge 
the  United  States  into  a  foreign  tear.  Gentle- 
men inquire  whether  we  will  give  up  the  rights 
of  commerce — whether  we  have  a  rieht  to  protect  ' 
commerce  ?  We  have  a  right;  but  tne  only  ques- 
tion  is,  whether  we  have  the  ability.  Once  let 
the  nation  launch  out  on  the  doctrine  of  protect- 
ing commerce,  and  where  shall  we  go  ?  Are  we 
prepared  to  say  we  will  protect  commerce  aeainst 
all  Powers,  in  every  sea,  and  at  all  risks  1  And  if 
we  do  not  disregard  every  dictate  of  prudence, 
what  must  the  nation  do  but  submit  to  the  neces- 
sities of  the  times,  to  which  th^^u^cond  rate  Pow- 
ers of  Europe  are  obliged  to  %ield,  and  to  which 
we  are  told  oy  gentlemen  themselves  Great  Brit- 
ain will  soon  be  compelled  to  yield.  If  once  w« 
establish  the  principle  that  commerce  must  be 

W)tected  by  an  armed  force,  this  nation  is  rained, 
e  must  build  fleets  and  raise  armies;  we  most 
go  on  the  principles  of  Britain,  who  is  now  sink- 
ing  under   the  wtfight  of  ner  establishments. 
These,  so  far  from  being  the  good  old  doctrines 
of  the  Revolution,  are  political  heresies,  and  the 
exploded  doctrines  of  navies  and  standing  armies. 
We  are  willing  to  protect  commerce  in  the  only 
way  in  which  we  are  able,  by  discriminatiog  du- 
ties, and  preserving  a  neutral  position  ;  forplooge 
the  najtion  into  war  for  the  protection  ot  com- 
merce, and  commerce  instantly  vanisbes.    Thece^ 
is  no  man  who  doubts  that  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  an  injory 
to  a  certain  extent  to  Great  Britain,  or  the  right 
of  the  Government  to  declare  war ;  but  r^hu  are 
correlative,    In  1798  you  had  a  right  to  declare 
war  against  France ;  and  you  did  so  to  your  cost. 
This  is  not  then  a  questiop  of  right,  or  of  national 
independence,  but  of  policy,  of  expediency.    Ldet 
us  suppose  this  to  be  the  initiative  of  strong  mea- 
sures, that  it  will  eventuate  in  war,  and  be  jaro- 
ductive  of  all  the  calamities  to  Great  Britain  on 
which  gentlemen  calculate.    What  wiU  its  effect 
be  upon  us  ?    We  shall  adopt  it  at  the  expenaeL 
pei;haps,  of  our  whole  revenue,  the  annihilation  ot 
our  commerce,  the  enormous  augmentation  of  out 
debt,  the  increase  of  Executive  patronage,  and 
the  prostration  of  the  Constitution.    Is  it  worth 
the  purchase  %    We  object  to  a  large  naval  esub- 
lishment — we  are  hostile  to  an  increase  of  Execa- 
tive  power — we  are  disposed  to  relieve  the  public 
burdens — and  to  diminish  the  national  debt.  What 
was  our  situation  when  we  came  here?    When 
was  the  country  ever  in  a  more  prosperous  state? 
We  were  treating  with  Great  Briuin,  and  had 
every  reason  to  believe  our  differences  would  have 
had  an  amicable  termination.    If  we  go  to  war 
with  Great  Britain  where  are  we   to  get  the 
money  to  carry  it  on  ?   We  must  resort  to  direct 
taxes.    If  it  is  the  policy  of  this  country  hereaf- 
ter to  go  to  war  for  the  protection  of  commerce  in 
whatever  way  it  may  be  invaded,  every  measure 
of  this  Administration  has  heretofore  been  de- 
cidedly wrong.    If  this  new  principle  is  to  be 
acted  on,anda  naval  esublishment  to  be  cher bhed. 
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>|7hat  can  jrou  do  1  By  exaotug  from  the  people 
every  fartbiDg  they  can  pa]^,  you  may  be  able  to 
3upport  thirty  ships  of-the-liDe;  and  are  you  pre- 
pared with  that  force  to  carry  on  a  maritime  war 
vx  deJience  of  commerce  ?  It  is  mere  Q^uixotism. 
As  well  might  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  with  his 
80,000  troops,  declare  war  against  France,  when- 
ever that  nation  should  undertake  to  marcn  troops 
through  his  territory.  There  is  a  physical  inabil- 
iij  in  the  United  States  to  defend  commerce  in 
this  way.  It  is  attempting  to  assume  a  rank  which 
cannot  fail  to  degrade  us.  Are  we  an  indepen- 
dent nation  ?  Have  we  a  right  to  do  what  we 
please  ?  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  this ;  but,  does 
It  follow  that  we  are  to  throw  away  our  liberties 
and  the  Constitution  in  a  contest  which  can  only 
end  in  our  disgrace  ? 

Mr.  Clopton  said,  h«  had  not  the  advantage  of 
hearing  the  previous  debate  on  this  subject.  He 
had  derived  his  information  from  other  sources 
thaD  that  alluded  to  by  his  colleague ;  from  which, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  general  tenor  of  the 
opposition  arose  from  the  alleged  tendency  of  this 
measure  to  carry  us  into  a  state  of  war.  Whe- 
ther in  making  these  remarks  he  had  been  correct 
or  not,  was  for  the  House  to  judge  \  but  whether 
those  remarks  had  or  had  not  a  bearing  upon  the 
subject,  he  was  sure  they  did  not  constitute  the 
first  instance  of  an  aberration,  and,  he  would  add, 
a  wide  aberration,  from  the  subject  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  J.  RANj)ox.pa  said,  he  did  not  tUlude  to  the 
gentleman's  observations — he  did  not  hear  them. 

The  question  to  recommit  the  bill  having  been 
diaagreed  to,  it  passed— yeas  93,  nays  32,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ykas— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  An- 
aoMin,  David  Bard,  Jcweph  Barker,  BurweU  BasMt, 
Geovge  M.  Bedinger,  Bamabu  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert  Brown, 
Wiiiiam  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Chiistopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clopton,  Freder- 
ick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  Richard  Cuttg,EHa  Darby,  John  Daw- 
son, William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James 
EUiot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wm.  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  John 
G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah 
Knight,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland,  Patrick 
Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wm.  Mac- 
Creery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Ourdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gid- 
eon Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
John  8milie,John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Heniy  South- 
ard, Joseph  Sunton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip 
Van  Cortiandt,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Matthew  Walton, 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

^^Ta— Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Camp- 


bell, Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dav- 
enport, jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Gar^ 
nett,  Seth  Hafctings,  David  Hough,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.^ 
Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pidgin, 
jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford^ 
John  Cotton  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tatlmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  Rl 
Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, ICfl- 
han  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplan^,  and 
Peleg  Wadsworth. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Qovernmeot  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six.  The  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto. 

The  House  proceeded  toconsider  the  said  amend- 
ments ;  and  an  adjournment  being  called  for,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tbdrsday,  March  27. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed  ob 
the  nineteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the  r«p 
lief  of  Rioaldo  Johnson ;  which  was  read  twiee, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  from  the  committee  b|h 
pointed  on  the  seventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  iotrodueiion  of  slaves  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  and  the  Territory  of  Orleans  s 
whicn  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  amend-* 
ment  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  ojQicersof  tne  Senate  and  House  ol  Represeiul- 
atives:"  Whereupon, 

Resotted^  That  this  House  do  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  amendment. 

Reaolud^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Mr.  Lbis, 
Mr.  Alston,  and  Mr.  Crowninbhibld,  be  appoint- 
ed managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  second 
amendment  insisted  on  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
eoiitled  *^  An  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
Slates:"  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendment. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
conference  desired  by  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Mr.  Vae- 
NUM.  Mr.  Tallmadqe,  and  Mr.  CoviMOTbN,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  tha 
part  of  this  House. 

Mr,  J.  Ranuolph,  from  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  makioiir  appropriattoiM 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  Unitecf  States,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six :  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Modl- 
day  next. 
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Mr.  J.  Randolph,  from  the  same  committee, 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six;  which 
inras  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  that  the  House  do 
come  to  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolvedt  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  act 
Ifizing  the  Military  Peace  EstabliBhment  of  the  United 
States,  passed  ihe  sixteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
«ight  hundred  and  two,  so  far  as  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Brigadier  General :" 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  yesterday,  to  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six:  whereu()on,  the 
amendments  to  the  first  section  being  again  read, 
were,  on  the  question  severally  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  first  amendment  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  end  of  the  first  section  of  the  said  bill  being 
again  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit : 

**  For  exploring  the  waters  of  the  country  ceded  by 
conTention  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  and  establishing  commerce  with  the 
Indian  tribes  inhabiting  the  same,  five  thousand  dol- 
laia:" 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  the 
said  amendment,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  97,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

YxAB — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basset, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  ir.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  Chandler,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Mat^ew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dawson,  William  Didtson, 
Ellas  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler.  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  SeSi 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFar- 
land,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nich- 
olson, Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  Tho- 
mas M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
O.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  David  Thomas, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum, 
Matthew  Walton,  John  Whirehill,  Robert  Whitebill, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan 


Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

Nats — John  Campbell,  Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Cov- 
ington, Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
David  Hough,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Abram  Trigg,  and 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck. 

The  second  and  last  amendment  to  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  said  bill,  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  being  again  twice  read.  was.  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments affreed  to,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eix,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 


Friday,  March  28. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  sixth  of  January  last,  presented  a 
bill  incorporating  an  institution  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the 
education  of  youth,  and  the  promotion  and  diffu- 
sion of  learning  and  science,  and  granting  to  the 
same  certain  public  lots  within  the  said  city; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Roger  Nelson,  from  tne  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  twenty-sixth  instant,  presented  a 
billsupplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the 
militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  oijhe 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-fifth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  forti- 
fying the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Statei, 
and  for  building  gunboats ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion  of 
ihe  twenty-fifth  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Resolvedy  hy  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Xeprenenior 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  m  Congren  at- 
aembled.  That  the  Postmaater  General  be  directed  to 
cause  the  Post  Office,  for  the  City  of  Washington,  to 

be  kept,  after  the day  of next,  at  or  near  the 

Capitol." 

Ordered^  That  the  further  coDFideration  of  the 
said  motion  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

PLURALITY  OF  OFFICES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  following  resolutions  submrttal 
some  time  since  by  Mr.  J.  Randolph: 

Reaolvedt  That  a  contractor  under  the  Govemment 
of  the  United  States  is  an  officer  within  the  purview 
and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and,  as  such,  is  inca- 
pable of  holding  a  seat  in  this  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  union  of  a  plurality  of  offices  in 
the  person  of  a  single  individual,  but  more  especially  of 
the  military  with  the  civil  authority,  is  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
tends  to  the  introducing  of  an  arbitrary  govemmenU 
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Reaohed^  That  proTision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law, 

0  render  any  officer,  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  incapable  of  holding  any  ciyil  office  under 

the  United  States. 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  these  resolutions 
^  without  debate. 

The  first  was  agreed  to — ayes  54,  noes  37. 

The  second  was  agreed  to — ayes  75;  and 

The  third  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

When  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their 
agreement  to  the  resolutions. 

The  House  immediately  considered  the  report. 

On  concurring  with  the  Committee  of^the 
Whole  in  their  agreement  to  the  first  resolution, 

Mr.  FisK  said  he  sincerely  regretted  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  vote  for  this  resolution.  He  re- 
gretted there  was  no  such  principle  in  the  Con- 
Btitution  as  is  prescribed.  Such  a  principle  not 
being  in  the  Constitution,  he  did  not  conceive  it 
in  the  power  of  the  House  to  make  the  provision. 
It  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  in  their  power  to  say  a 
man  should  not  hold  a  seat  in  that  House  who 
was  not  prohibited  by  the  Constitution.  It  was 
on  this  ground  only  he  was  against  the  resolution 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  may  in  perfect  consistence  with  the 
principle  he  has  laid  down,  which  I  do  not  mean 
at  present  to  contest,  give  bis  vote  in  favor  of  this 
resolution.  He  says  that  this  House  has  not  a 
rij^bt  to  make  a  disqualification  which  the  Con- 
stitution itself  does  not  attach  to  the  tenure  of  a 
seat  on  this  floor;  that  the  Constitution  draws  a 
line  between  the  qualification  and  dibqualification 
of  a  member,  and  that  this  House  has  no  riirht  to 
alter  them.  What  do  we  propose  to  do  ?  To  add 
a  new  disqualification?  No;  to  do  that  which 
the  Constitution  put  in  our  hands,  which  it  not 
only  authorizes  but  enjoins  upon  us.  The  Con- 
stitution declares  that  each  Hou&e  shall  be  the 
judge  of  the  qualification  of  its  members.  It  is 
clearly,  then,  the  duty  of  the  House  to  expound 
what  is  or  is  not  a  disqualification ;  and  we  are  now 
only  about  to  declare  what  is  such  a  disqualifica- 
tion— merely  to  expound  the  Constitution  on  this 
head.  I  know  some  gentlemen  are  startled  at  the 
idea  of  expounding  the  Constitution.  But  do  we 
not  do  this  every  day?  Is  not  the  passage  of 
every  act  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  this  House 
that  a  decision  upon  it  is  among  their  Constitu- 
tional powers?  Or,  in  other  words,  is  it  not  an 
exposition  of  the  Constitution  ?  So.  in  this  in- 
stance, I  will  suppose  a  man  retu|ped  to  serve  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  that  he  is  declared, 
for  some  reason,  to  be  disqualified  from  holding 
a  seat.  This,  according  to  the  gentleman,  would 
be  expounding  the  Constitution.  We  propose 
doing  no  more  than  saying,  if  the  Secretary  of 
State,  or  Chief  Justice,  should  come  here,  they 
cannot  hold  a  seat.  We  say  that  an  abuse  exists 
under  the  Constitution,  and  offer  a  remedy. 

1  have  heard  some  quibbling  about  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "officer."  What  is  the  meaning  of 
office  ?  Agency  ;  it  is  the  office  of  a  man's  cook 
to  dress  his  dinner,  of  a  tailor  to  supply  him  witu 
clothes ;  and  it  is  the  office  of  a  contractor  to  fat- 


ten on  the  laud — to  acquire  lordships,  demesnes, 
baronies — extensive  territory — by  the  advantap^e 
he  derives  from  holding  the  public  money,  in  vir- 
tue of  his  contract.  But  it  is  asked,  if  a  contractor 
is  an  officer  ?  and  whether  he  can  be  impeached? 
because,  under  the  Constitution,  all  civil  officers 
are  liable  to  impeachment.  Would  you  impeach 
the  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ?  It  may 
be  answered  that  you  may  impeach  him,  but  that 
vou  would  not  probably  do  so,  because  that  would 
be  breaking  a  butterfly  on  the  wheel.  Would  you 
impeach  a  deputy  oostmaster  ?  And  yet  wneii 
the  postmaster  at  New  York  accepted  his  ap- 
pointment, did  he  not  vacate  his  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate? There  is  no  doubt  a  contractor  is  an  officer 
pro  tempore— \i  is  not  an  office  in  perpetuity,  but 
created  for  a  time,  and  for  a  particular  purpose. 
And  I  will  ask,  if  it  is  not  more  dangerous  to  the 
independence  of  the  two  Houses  to  admit  com- 
missioners and  contractors  within  their  walls 
thant)fficers  with  legal  salaries  apd  appointments? 
If  we  are  to  admit  either,  I  say,  give  me  the  te^l 
officer,  with  a  determinate  salary  and  definite 
powers,  rather  than  the  contractor  who  may  eain 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  by  a 
single  job.  But,  if  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
is  of  opinion  that  a  contractor  is  not  an  officer, 
under  the  Constitution,  I  hope  he  will  join  me  in 
another  vote,  on  an  amendment  which  I  shall  beg 
leave  to  offer — this  goes  only  to  purge  these  walla, 
not  those  of  the  other  House.  I  mean  an  amend- 
ment declaring  void  all  contracts  made  with  mem- 
bers of  either  House,  and  on  this  principle :  Be- 
tween the  sessions  of  the  Legislature  it  is  possi- 
ble for  a  member  to  receive  a  lucrative  job,  hr 
which  he  may  put  thousands  in  his  pocket,  and, 
which  being  completed  in  the  recess,  and  there 
being  nobody  to  take  cognizance  of  it,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  apply  a  remedy.  But,  I  hope  this 
construction,  which,  so  far  as  relates  to  our  owa 
House,  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  make,  will 
obtain  as  the  true  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

But  it  is  said  that  this  House,  and  Houses 
which  may  hereafter  meet,  may  give  the  Consti- 
tution a  different  construction.  No  doubt  of  it ; 
and  this  may  operate  to  the  end  of  time.  A  form- 
er House  passed  a  Sedition  law;  a  subsequent 
House  deemed  the  taw  unconstitutional.  It  is 
true  they  did  not  declare  it  so,  and  I  am  sorry  for 
it ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  Now,  we . 
may  pass  a  Sedition  law  a^in  to-morrow,  and 
the  people  rise  up  against  it,  and  send  different 
members  to  represent  them.  The  people  may 
again  slumber ;  as  long  as  you  keep  your  hands 
from  their  pockets,  they  will  keep  their  eyes  from 
yours ;  and,  in  the  same  way,  this  taw  may  be 
repealed.  I  can,  therefore,  see  no  force  in  this  ob- 
jection. The  courts  of  justice  undertake  to  ex- 
pound the  Constitution,  and  shall  not  the  House  of 
Representatives  be  as  competent  to  do  this  as  any 
court  of  justice?  I  will  suppose  a  case,  that  of 
a  man  condemned  under  the  Sedition  law  by  a 
tribunal  ot  justice.  Suppose  men  of  different 
principles  come  on  the  bench,  would  they  hesitate 
to  reverse  the  preceding  decision  of  the  court? 
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Indisputably  not.    Here,  too,  then,  we  would  be- 
hold varying  and  repugnant  decisions. 

Mr.  Eppes.— I  have  no  doubt  that  every  objec- 
tion which  can  be  made  to  a  member  of  this 
House  holding  a  civil  office  during  his  continu- 
ance as  a  Representative  applies  with  equal  force 
to  bis  holding  a  lucrative  contract.  The  framers 
of  the  Constitution  in  excluding  civil  officers 
from  the  floor  of  this  House,  most  certainly  in- 
tended to  prevent  any  species  of  dependence 
which  might  influence  the  eonduct  of  the  Repre- 
sentative— to  prevent  his  looking  up  for  prefer- 
ment to  the  JSzecutive,  or  being  biassed  in  his 
vote  by  Executive  favor.  A  lucrative  contract 
creates  the  same  species  of  dependence,  and 
every  objection  which  could  be  urged  against 
an  officer,  applies  with  equal  force  against  con- 
tractors, who  are  dependent  on  the  Executive 
will,  and  particularly  carriers  of  the  mail.  While, 
however,  I  make  this  admission,  I  do  not  believe 
we  have  power  to  pass  this  resolution.  The 
words  of  the  Constitution  are :  ^  No  person  hold- 
'  iog  an  office  under  the  United  States  shall  be  a 
<  member  of  either  House  during  his  continuance 
*  in  office.''  These  words  are  plain  and  clear. 
Their  obvious  intention  was  to  have  excluded 
officers  and  officers  only.  It  would  certainly  have 
been  equally  wise  to  nave  excluded  contractors, 
because  the  reason  for  excluding  officers  applies 
to  them  with  equal  force.  We  are  not,  however, 
to  inquire  what  the  Constitution  ought  to  have 
been,  but  what  it  is.  We  cannot  legislate  on  its 
spirit  against  the  strict  letter  of  the  instrument. 
Uur  inquiry  must  be,  is  he  an  officer  ?  If  an  of- 
ficer, under  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  he  is 
excluded ;  if  not  an  officer,  we  cannot  exclude 
him  by  law.  It  is  true,  as  has  been  stated,  that, 
by  the  Constitution,  we  are  made  the  judges  of 
the  qualifications  of  our  own  members.  This 
judgment,  however,  is  confloed  within  very  nar- 
row limits.  The  Constitution  prescribes  the 
qualifications  of  a  member.  We  can  neither  nar- 
row nor  enlarge  them  by  law.  Our  inquiry  can 
go  no  further  than  this :  has  the  Representative 
the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  ? 
An  extensive  meaning  has  been  given  to  the  word 
"office."  How  far  such  a  construction  oi'  the 
meaning  of  this  word  is  warranted,!  leave  for 
others  to  decide.  That  all  contractors  are  not 
officers,  I  am  certain.  A  man,  for  instance,  makes 
.a  contract  with  the  Government  to  furnish  sup- 
plies. He  is  certainly  not  an  officer,  according  to 
the  common  and  known  acceptation  of  that  word. 
He  is,  however,  a  contractor,  and,  under  this  res- 
olutiouj  excluded  from  a  seat  here.  A  carrier  of 
the  mail  approaches  very  near  an  officer.  The 
person  takes  an  oath,  is  subject  to  penalties,  the 
remission  of  which  depend  on  the  Executive. 
His  duties  are  fixed  and  prescribed  by  law.  Near, 
however,  as  this  species  of  contract  approaches  to 
an  office,  I  do  not  consider  that  the  word  "office" 
in  the  Constitution  can  include  even  this  species 
of  contract.  I  consider  the  word  '^office"  m  the 
Constitution  ought  to  be  construed  according  to 
the  usual  import  and  meaning  of  that  term ;  and 
as  I  do  conscientiously  believe  that  the  word  "  of 


fice"  and  the  word  "  contract"  cannot  be  u^nred 
to  mean  the  same  thing,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Alston.— While  I  am  as  much  opposed 
as  any  man  to  see  any  holder  of  pabUc  money 
within  these  walls,  I  cannot  justify  myself  in  de- 
claring what  is  or  what  is  not  the  Cons»tiuaion. 
If  in  any  case  this  ought  to  be  done,  this  surely 
should  be  the  last.    What  is  its  effect  ?    To  de- 
prive a  member  of  bis  seat  on  the  vote  of  a  bare 
majority,  when  the  Constitution  has  declared  thai 
"  no  seat  shall  be  vacated  but  on  the  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members."    Let  this  House  say  so, 
and  what  becomes  of  a  contractor,  if  any  such 
there  be  within  these  walls  ?    The  decision  of  the 
House  will  be  in  violation  of  the  Constitntion. 
No  man  who  knows  me  will  imagine  that  I  have 
any  partiality  for  contractors  holding  seats  within 
these  walls.    I  have  never  held  a  contract^  or  re- 
ceived a  cent  of  the  public  money  bat  for  my 
wages  as  a  member  of  this  House.    I  am,  there- 
fore, as  disinterested  as  man  can  be  on  this  poinu 
If  there  is  a  contractor  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  let  him  be  pointed  out.    I  am  not 
certain  how  I  shall  vote  upon  such  a  proposicioo* 
But  I  will  not  declare  heforehand  a  particular 
construction  oi  the  Constitution.    If  I  believe 
the  case  comes  within  the  Constitution,  of  which 
I  am  not  certain,  I  will  vote  for  clearing  the 
House  of  such  a  member.    But  I  will  not  coq- 
seAt  to  a  majorit)r  declaring  in  this  way  what 
they  cannot  carry  into  effect.    How  can  this  be 
done  ?    If  you  cannot  get  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  to  vacate  the  seat,  I  ask 
what  becomes  of  the  resolution  declanoory  of  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  ?    But  it  is  idle  Co 
pass  a  declaratory  resolution  unless  it  can  be  car- 
ried into  efiect.    One  thing  I  will  say,  if  the 
mover  will  modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  impose 
a  penalty  on  any  officer  who  shall  make  a  oon- 
tcact  with  a  member  of  Congress,  I  will  give  it 
my  consent.    For  I  wish  to  see  no  man  in  these 
walls  dependent  on  the  Qovemment.    I  siili  ad- 
here to  the  principle  which  I  set  out  with,  when 
I  entered  into  public  life,  for  I  became  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  at  the  a^  of  twenty -one;  bat 
there  was  no  office  in  the  gift  of  any  Qovernmem 
which  I  would  possess.    This  is  a  principle  to 
which  I  strictly  adhere,  and  I  do  not  believe  I 
have  any  relation  on  earth  who  holds  an  office, 
numerous  as  my  relatives  are. 

Mr.  J.  Clat.— The  gentleman  says  be  is  wiil- 
iog  to  vote  for  the  expulsion  of  any  member  on 
this  floor  who  holds  public  money. 

Mr.  Alston  explained  by  ot»erving  thai  he 
had  not  absolutely  said  so. 

Mr.  J.  Clay. — If  this  cannot  be  done  under  xhit 
Constitution,  with  what  consistency  can  the  gen- 
tleman vote  for  the  measure  be  proposes,  as,  uadex 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  alluded  to,  we 
have  no  right  to  expel  a  member  but  for  some 
ofience  committed  by  him  ?  The  judges  of  your 
courts  as  well  as  the  Sute  courts  have  assumed 
the  right  of  expounding  the  Constitution,  loas- 
much  as  they  are  bound  on  oath  to  sapptM-c  iL 
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Are  WQ  not  bound  by  the  sajroe  oath  to  support  it  ? 
And  have  we  not,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  tiie  same 
right  to  construe  it  7  Are  not  gentlemen  indeed, 
by  tbeir  negative  vote,  giving  the  Constitutioo 
their  own  exposition  ?  I  bave  no  doubt  of  our 
ri^ht  to  expound  the  Constitution.  Let  us  take 
thins^s  as  they  are.  What  is  an  officer?  A  man 
holding  a  puolic  charge  or  agency.  What  is  an 
office?  A  public  charge  or  agency.  Is  not  a 
contract  an  agency  1  A  man  contracts  to  carry 
letters  in  the  mail.  Is  not  that  an  agency  ?  So 
a  man  contracts  as  an  agent  of  the  Postmaster 
General  to  carry  letters  from  Washington  to  Bal- 
timore; is  he  not  as  much  an  officer  as  if  he  resided 
at  Washington  or  Baltimore?  The  only  differ- 
ence is,  that  one  is  moving  and  the  other  statiooa- 
ry.  Every  officer  under  ine  Government  is  a  con- 
tractor, inasmuch  as  he  contracts  to  do  certain 
things  for  a  certain  sum  of  money.  I  believe, 
lik^wise,  the  converse  of  the  proposition  is  true, 
and  that  contractors  are  likewise  officers. 

Mr.  FiNOLET  said,  were  this  proposition  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  he 
should  vote  for  it ;  but  for  reasons  very  different 
from  those  which  had  been  assigned.  He  did 
sot  believe  that  every  contractor  was  an  officer 
under  the  Constitution,  for  if  this  was  the  case, 
every  man  who  furnished  the  public  with  the 
least  article  of  supply  would  be  an  officer — the 
miller  who  sold  flour  for  the  use  of  the  army,  as 
well  as  the  stationer  who  supplied  the  House 
with  paper  and  quills.  Every  man  who  sold  any- 
thing to  the  Government  must,  in  this  light,  be 
considered  as  an  officer.  Would  gentlemen  be 
disposed  to  exclude  all 'persons  of  this  description 
from  a  seat  in  this  House  ?  Gr^at  weight  had 
been  attached  to  that  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  made  the  two  Houses  judges  of  the  qual- 
ifications of  their  members ;  but  it  was  a  sufficient 
answer  to  this  argument  to  observe,  that  though 
the  Constituiion  gives  the  two  Houses  the  power 
of  judging  of  the  qualifications  of  their  members,  it 
does  not  give  them  the  power  to  make  those  qual- 
ifications. He  agreed  that  it  was  discretionary 
with  each  House  to  expel  a  member,  but  then 
the  act  could  only  be  effected  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members.  He  hadf  always  under- 
stood, and  believed  it  to  be  correct,  that  it  was 
an  essential  attribute  of  office  for  a  man  to  pos- 
sess some  power,  to  be  exercised  on  behalf  of  the 
Government.  Now  a  mere  contractor  receives 
DO  such  power;  he  only  enters  into  an  engage- 
ments to  perform  certain  specified  duties. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  desired  that  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  be  read,  which  authorizes  the  expul- 
sion of  a  member,  by  which,  he  said,  it  would 
appear  that  such  expulsion  could  only  be  made 
for  disorderly  behaviour. 

The  Clerk  read  the  article  as  follows : 
**  £ach  House  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  pro- 
ceedings ;  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behaviour, 
andy   with   the'  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a 
member." 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell  said  he  would  assign 
the  reasons,  on  account  of  which  he  could  not 
give  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution  under 


consideration.  It  proposed  to  decide  what  shall, 
and  what  shall  not  be  the  true  construction  of 
the  Constitution  as  to  the  term  office.  He  was 
of  opinion  tiiat  it  was  not  competent  for  that 
House  to  put  a  construction  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion, except  in  a  particular  case  under  their  con- 
sideration; and  that  they  could  then  and  then 
only  act  upon  it.  If  there  were  any  gentlemen 
upon  the  floor  of  the  House  who  were  contrac- 
tors, and  amotion  should  be  made  to  expel  them, 
he  would  then  be  ready  to  give  his  vote  upon 
such  a  motion  ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  give 
a  general  construction  to  the  Constitution  as  to 
the  existence  of  any  such  case.  With  regard  to 
the  case  under  cosideration,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  say  whether  a  contractor  was  an  officer  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  The  Constitu- 
tion declared  that  no  Senator  or  Representative 
should  be  appointed  to  an  office:  when,  t)ierefgre. 
they  were  inquiring  what  constituted  an  office  un- 
der the  Constitution,  it  was  necessarv  that  they 
should  refer  to  the  Constitution  itself,  to  deter- 
mine the  meaning  of  the  word  office.  It  declares, 
in  the  third  section  of  the  second  article,  that  the 
President  shall  commission  all  the  officers  of 
the  United  States.  I  am  not  prepared,  said  Mr. 
C,  to  say  that  a  man  is  an  officer  who  is  not  so 
commissioned  under  the  Constitution.  It  appears 
to  me  that  a  person  must  have  a  commission  be- 
fore he  can  be  considered  an  officer  under  the 
Constitution.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  clearly  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  a  provi- 
sion to  remedy  the  evil,  and  he  would  cheerfully 
agree  to  any  measure  which  would  have  this 
effect,  as  he  did  consider  it  extremely  indecorous 
for  any  man  holding  a  contract  and  the  money 
of  the  public  to  participate  in  the  making  of  laws 
for  its  application. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said  he  was  sorry  that  he  could 
not  on  this  occasion,  consistent  with  the  oath  he 
had  taken  to  support  the  Constitution,  advocate 
the  resolution  under  consideration.  He  agreed 
that  it  was  highly  improper  for  contractors  to 
hold  seats  in  that  House,  as  there  were  many 
cases  in  which  the)[  could  not  ^ive  a  free  and 
impartial  vote;  but  in  his  opinion  there  was  no 
power  to  exclude  members  from  a  seat,  unless 
that  power  was  contained  in  the  Constitution. 
He  said  he  would  give  his  idea  of  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  on  this  point.  They 
were  bound  by  its  letter — where  the  letter  and  the 
words  of  it  were  plain,  they  were  bound  strictly  to 
adhere  to  them ;  where,  from  the  wording,  the 
meaning  was  doubtful,  or  difficult,  every  mem- 
ber was  bound  to  put  that  construction  which 
hi's  judgment  dictated.  But  where  there  was  no 
difficulty,  where  the  words  were  plain  and  ob- 
vious, he  would  ever  raise  his  hands  against  what 
was  called  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  or,  in 
other  words,  giving  it  a  meaning  which  the  words 
would  not  bear.  If  this  power  existed  in  the 
Constitution,  it  roust  be  found  under  that  section, 
which  declares,  that  "No  Senator  or  Represen- 

*  tative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was 
'  eiected.be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the 

*  authority  ofthe  United  States,  which  shall  have 
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'  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall 
'  have  been  increased,  during  such  time;  and  no 
'  person  holding  any  office  under  the  United  Slates 
'  shall  be  a  memberof  either  House,  during  his  con- 
*  tinuance  in  office."  The  question  then  comes  to 
the  single  point :  Is  a  contractor  an  officer  under 
the  Constitution?  If  he  is,  there  is  no  doubt  he 
may  be  excluded  from  a  seat  in  this  House  ;  but  if 
be  18  not,  he  cannot  be  excluded.  What  then  is 
the  idea  of  an  officer  under  the  Constitution  t 
It  either  must  be  recojgrnised  by  the  Constitution, 
or  some  law  passed  m  conformity  to  it,  for  no 
man  under  the  Gro?ernment  has  a  right  without 
law  to  create  as  many  offices  as  he  pleases.  The 
Postmaster  General  has  a  right  to  contract  for 
carryinff  the  mail ;  he  may  employ  for  this  pur- 
pose fifty,  ^ve  hundred,  or  five  tnousand  men. 
Will  anybody  thence  contend  that  the  Postmas- 
ter Ckneral  has  the  right  of  creating  five  thousand 
offices?  Our  Constitution  has  been  justly  ex- 
tolled as  the  freest  in  the  world,  and  as  the  bt  st 
calculated  to  promote  the  happiness  and  security 
of  the  people.  It  has  been  called  free  in  contra- 
distinction to  those  despotic  governments,  where 
all  the  offices  are  held  up  to  sale.  Is  not  this  the 
case  with  contracts  ?  Are  they  not  uniformly 
given  to  the  lowest  bidder  ?  What  government  of 
principle  then  is  this,  which  proposes  to  put  a  con- 
struction upon  the  Constitution,  by  which  offices 
under  the  Government  shall  be  tnus  exposed  to 
sale  ?  But  are  they  in  truth  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  recognised  either  by  the  Constitution 
or  laws  ?  No,  they  are  not  officers  of  the  United 
States,  they  are  mere  hirelings  of  the  Postmaster 
General ;  he  has  not  the  power  of  setting  up  the 
Constitution  to  the  highest  bidder.  If  so,  it  is 
DO  longer  a  free  Constitution ;  it  does  not  deserve 
the  eulogiums  'which  have  been  so  justly  passed 
upon  iL 

Mr.  Eably.— I  would  not  rise  to  trouble  you 
were  not  the  yeas  and  nays  to  be  recorded  on  this 
question.  I  am  as  fully  sensible  as  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolution,  or  any  other  gentleman 
on  this  floor,  of  the  extreme  impropriety,  to 
say  the  least  of  It,  of  persons  remaining  memoers 
of  this  House  who  nold  a  contract  under  the 
Government  to  which  any  emolument  is  attached. 
With  him  and  them  I  believe,  that  of  all  de- 
scriptions of  appointment,  this  is  the  most  im- 
proper to  be  blended,  where  the  emoluments  are 
not  fixed  by  law,  but  rise  or  fall  with  circum- 
stances. I  am  therefore  as  wiling  as  any  person 
can  be  to  adopt  any  measure  to  effect  a  remedy 
of  this  evil,  which  we  possess  the  Constitutional 
right  of  doing.  My  difficulty  on  this  subject  is 
not  the  same  with  that  presented  to  the  minds  of 
some  gentlemen,  that  we  are  not  authorized  to 
pass  a  resolution  putting  a  construction  upon  the 
Constitution.  On  this  subject,  by  the  Constitution 
we  are  made  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
members  of  this  House.  If  so,  we  are  necessarily 
judges  of  their  disqualification  also.  One  power 
implies  the  other.  1  therefore  have  no  difficulty  on 
this  score.  The  simple  question  is,  in  my  mind, 
whether  a  contractor  is  an  office/  under  the  Con- 
stitution?   My  own  opinion  is  decidedly  in  the 


negative — an  opinion  formed  after  the  most  ma- 
ture refiection.  I  can  appeal  to  you,  sir,  that  I 
have  sought  after  truth  on  this  subject  with  in* 
dustry;  and  I  can  appeal  to  other  members  to 
attest  my  having  contemplated  early  in  the  ses- 
sion the  offering  a  resolution  as  the  foundation  of 
a  law,  to  give  effect  to  the  object  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virsrinia  to  declare  void  any  contract  made 
by  ariy  officer  under  this  Government  with  any 
member  of  either  House.  So  far  I  am  prepared 
to  ^o,  if  any  member  shall  introduce  such  a  pro- 
position. The  passage  of  such  a  law  will  remove 
the  inconvenience  which  mi^bt  arise  from  inter- 
fering decisions  made  in  this  House  at  different 
times,  and  will  prevent  the  existence  of  a  differ- 
ent rule  in  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  heartily  concurred  in  opin- 
ion with  those  gentlemen  who  coosiitered  an  union 
of  a  contract  with  a  seat  on  this  floor  as  htghlj 
improper.  But  that  was  not  the  question  under 
consideration.  It  was  simply,  how  far  they  were 
authorized  by  the  Constitution  to  take  the  course 
Qpw  recommended.  Every  man  attending  to  that 
Constitution,  would  see  that  it  bad  two  ^reat  ob- 
jects in  view.  One  was  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  community:  the  other  to  protect  the  righu 
of  individuals.  But  these  duties  were  equally 
sacred.  Was  it  then  proper,  in  maintaining  the 
one.  to  sacrifice  the  other  ?  To  avoid  Scylla  bni 
strixe  on  Chary bdis?  He  wished  to  Uud  the 
Constitution  had  excluded  contractors;  but  as  it 
had  given  them  a  right  in  common  with  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  a  scat  on  that  floor 
in  case  they  were  elected,  he  could  not  in  con* 
science  do  anything  which  would  take  away 
those  rights.  It  did  not  belong  to  that  House, 
previous  to  the  existence  of  a  particular  case,  to 
make  a  general  declaration.  When  a  particular 
case  was  brought  forward  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  take  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BiowELL  said,  before  he  gave  his  vote,  he 
would  concisely  state  the  rea  oos  which  would 
influence  him  in  giving  it.  This  was  not  a  mere 
question  of  policy,  but  a  question  that  implicated 
the  Constitution.  It  was  their  duty  to  decide, 
not  what  the  Constitution  ought  to  be,  but  what  it 
was.  However  it  might  or  might  not  conforcn  to 
their  abstract  idea,  they  were  nevertheless  bound 
by  it.  The  resolution  says  a  contractor  is  an  ofll- 
cer  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution.  In 
elucidating  this  point,  the  Constitution  must  be 
our  guide.  The  clause  of  the  Constitution  relied 
upon  is,  that  "no  person  holding  any  office  under 
the  United  States,  shall  be  a  member  of  either 
House  during  his  continuance  in  office."  To  saf 
that  a  contractor  is  an  officer  is  giving  a  new  sig- 
nification to  the  words  contractor  or  officer.  He 
considered  both  words  to  be  as  well  understood, 
and  to  have  as  defiiate  meanings  as  any  other 
words  in  the  English  language.  There  is  a  Con- 
stitutional definition  of  the  word  officer  in  the 
third  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which  provides  that  the  President  ''shall 
commission  all  the  officers  of  the  United  States." 
Here  then  is  a  Constitutional  definition  uf  what 
is  meant  by  a  person  holding  an  office,  viz:  a  per- 
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son  comaiis<iioned  by  the  Presideot  A  contractor 
does  not  necessarily  or  eveif  generally  bold  such 
a  commission.  By  deciding  that  a  contractor  is 
an  officer,  it  will  be  decided  that  no  contractor 
could  be  appointed  without  being  commissioned 
by  the  President.  This  would  l^  extending  the 
doctrine  a  length  to  which  it  had  never  been  car- 
ried. Further,  it  is  provided,  that  the  President, 
Vice  President,  and  other  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, shall  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  Is  there  any  such  re- 
quisition, or  has  it  been  usual  to  require  such  an 
oath  from  contractors?  Under  this  view  of  the 
subiect,  and  conceiving'  himself  bound  by  the 
oath  which  he  had  taken  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution, he  could  not  in  conscience  agree  to  the 
resolution,  whatever  evils  it  might  have  for  its 
object  to  cure. 

Mr.  Rbea  (of  Tennessee)  said  this  was  an  ab- 
stract question,  in  the  affirmative  of  which  he  was 
sot  prepared  to  vote.  There  wereab^^tract  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  vote  against  the  resolution. 
He  said  he  was  averse  to  assume  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  what  was  not  ex 
pressly  declared  therein. 

He  was  not  willing  to  go  on,  by  a  principle  of 
construction,  until  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  made  anything  or  nothing.  There 
tvas  a  day  when  the  principle  of  construction  was 
reprobated,  and  now,  having  a  seat  in  this  honor- 
able House,  he  was  not  willing  to  revive  that 
principle.  He  said  he  was  determined  to  vote 
against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  admiued  that  this  might  be, 
as  he  was  convinced  it  was  with  many  gentle- 
men, and  hoped  it  was  with  all,  a  question  admit- 
ting of  a  fair  difference  of  opinion.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion that  respected  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
stituiioo  of  the  United  States.  The  point  in  issue, 
whether  a  contractor  is  or  is  not  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  had  been  set  aside  by  being  begged. 
Gentlemen  ar^oe  as  if  it  was  proposed  to  add  a 
new  qualification  to  holding  a  seat  on  this  floor, 
when  in  truth,  no  such  question  existed;  the  only 
question  was,  whether  there  was  an  existing  dis- 
qualification. While  I  am  up,  said  Mr.  R.,  per- 
mit me  to  say  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has, 
with  a  peculiar  infelicity,  abandoned  the  ground 
which  he  had  first  taken.  He  says  that  a  con- 
tract cannot  be  an  office,  because  the  former  are 
put  up  to  sale;  and  because  no  man,  under  the 
Coqstitutloo,  can  possess  the  power  of  creating  an 
indefinite  number  of  offices.  And  vet,  how  are 
those  men  who  carry  the  mail  or  discharge  the 
duties  of  postmasters  appointed,  but  on  the  mere 
dictwrn  of  the  Postmaster  General?  And  how 
are  foreiffa  Ministers  appointed?  They  are  not 
appointed  bjr  law.  The  President  nominates  as 
many  as  he  pleases,  and  is  only  limited  by  the 
money  at  his  disposal.  As  to  the  offices  under 
the  Postmaster  General,  as  has  been  alleged, 
being  let  to  the  lowest  bidder,  I  believe  it  would 
be  difllcult  to  establish  the  allegation.  I  under- 
stand that  that  is  not  the  principle  on  which  they 
have  been  let  out.  We  are  told  that  a  contract  is 
nothing  but  a  bargain.    It  certainly  is  a  bargain. 


But  suppose  the  office  of  Postmaster  General,  as 
that  seems  in  this  debate  to  have  engaged  so  much 
of  the  attention  of  gentlemen,  should  be  let  to  the 
lowest  bidder ;  would  the  person  that  discharged 
those  duties  be  less  an  officer  of  the  United  States? 
There  is  one  office  which  I  believe  is  always  let 
to  the  lowest  bidder — a  common  executioner. 
Who  Is  he?  The  deputy  of  the  sheriff:  and  quo 
ad  hoCj  he  is  as  much  an  officer  as  the  superior 
who  employs  him. 

What  do  we  propose  to  do?  To  give  a  con- 
struction to  the  Constitution  which  is  to  operate 
on  our  House  only,  and  which  is  not  to  govern 
the  other  House.  They  are  as  much  the  judgea 
of  the  qualifications  of  their  own  members,  as  we 
are  of  the  qualifications  of  ours.  And  although 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  is  unwilling  a  dif- 
ferent principle  should  obtain  in  the  two  Houses; 
and  although  I  should  be  slad  that  a  proper  nrin- 
ciple  should  be  anplied  to  noth,  and  should,  there- 
fore, be  willing  tnat  such  a  principle  should  be 
fixed  by  law;  I  am  not,  therefore,  fur  abandoning 
that,  which  we  have  an  indisputable  right  to  do, 
a  right  to  Judge  of  the  qualifications  of  our  own 
members,  in  hope  of  obtaining  that  which  we  may 
never  accomplish.  But  let  me  ask  those  gentle- 
men who  profess  themselves  willing  to  aid  us  in 
framing  a  law  upon  this  subject,  now,  on  their 
own  principle,  a  law  can  be  framed  to  do  that  by 
law  which  cannot,  as  they  say,  be  done  under  the 
Constitution?  If  the  Constitution  does  not  au- 
thorize such  a  step,  much  less  will  it  be  author- 
ized by  our  laws. 

Mr.  Elmer  said  it  was  perfectly  clear  to  him, 
that  the  members  of  that  House  were  not  at  liberty 
to  vote  for  the  resolution  under  consideration. 
Both  common  sense  and  the  Constitution  forbade 
considering  a  contract  in  the  light  of  an  office, 
and  he  had  never  before  heard  it  contended  that 
they  were  equivalent  terms.  He  would  cordially 
give  his  vote  for  any  law  which  could  be  consti- 
tutionally passed,  to  get  rid  of  speculation  and 
corruption  of  any  sort,  but  the  oath  which  he  had 
taken  to  support  the  Constitution  limited  his 
power,  which  he  could  not  transcend. 

Mr.  Kell«-  said  he  would  concisely  assign 
the  reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote 
asraiost  the  resolution.  He  did  not  believe  an 
officer  and  a  contractor  meant  the  same  things. 
With  regard  to  the  contractors  holding  a  seat  on 
that  floor,  it  might  happen  that  a  man  might  be  a 
contractor  without  being  in  the  least  disqualified 
from  impartially  discharging  all  the  duties  of  a 
member,  as  the  contract  which  he  formed  might 
be  more  for  the  good  of  others  than  hi^  own  bene- 
fit. He,  however,  allowed  that  where  a  person  held 
a  seat,  and  made  use  of  the  power  it  gave  him  to 
make  a  contract,  he  was  highly  censurable.  Still 
he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
the  House  to  declare  the  two  appointments  in- 
compatible, unless  the  Constitution  expressly  au- 
thorized them.  In  examining  the  Constitution 
he  found  no  such  provision.  Though  it  had  been 
attempted  to  be  shown  that  a  contractor  and  an 
officer  were  one  and  the  same,  he  believed  they 
were  very  distinct  things.    A  contractor  receives 


891 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


892 


H.  OP  R. 


Fishing  Bounty. 


MAtcB,  1806. 


no  authority  from  GoTernment ;  his  contract  was 
derived  from  an  officer,  and  all  the  power  he  pos- 
sessed was  derived  from  him,  wno  was  only 
amenable  for  the  performance  of  the  doty  to  the 
person  who  appointed  him.  A  contractor  coo(d 
not,  therefore^  be  considered  as  an  officer  under 
the  Constitution,  amenable  to  the  United  States. 
Several  allusions,  said  Mr.  £.,  have  been  made 
to  cases  which  ha^e  occurred  under  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  but  until  these  shall  be  particularly 
poidted  out,  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  decide 
now  we  are  to  act.  I  believe  that  it  does  not  be 
come  this  House  to  pass  dechiratory  acts  relative 
to  the  Constitution.  It  ought,  in  my  opinion  to 
stand  on  its  own  footing;  and  every  case  that  is 
presented  oueht  to  be  decided,  not  by  a  declaratory 
act,  but  by  the  Constitution  itself.  My  colleague 
says  that  the  judges  of  the  federal  as  well  as  SUte 
courts  take  an  oath  as  well  as  we  do,  to  support 
the  Constitution ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  tney 
are  in  the  daily  habit  of  construing  the  Constitu- 
tion. But  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  their 
deciding  particular  cases  which  properly  come 
before  them,  and  this  House  going  into  a  general 
declaration  without  any  such  particular  case. 
Would  the  judges  undertake  to  declare  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Constitution  without  the  existence  of 
a  particular  case  callini^  for  their  decision  ?  So 
that  the  very  thing  which  the  House  is  about 


doing,  has  been  invariably  avoided  bv  the  jud^s. 

Mr.  Dawson  observed  that  when  the  resolution 
was  offered^  he  had  voted  for  it,  because  he  ap- 
proved the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded;  He 
should  now  be  obliged  to  vote  against  it,  because 
it  tended  to  curtail  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
If  a  contractor  had  constitutionally  no  right  to  a 
seat  in  the  House^  the  proper  way  was  to  take  up 
the  case  and  act  directly  upon  it.  He  believed  that 
such  a  case  did  exist,  and  he  was  ready  to  say  if 
there  were  any  members  who  received  money 
fVom  the  public,  they  ought  not  to  hold  a  seat  on 
that  floor. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  days 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution— yeas  25,  nays  86,  as 
follows: 

TiAs — Evan  Alexander,  Burvrell  Basset,  GTeorge  M. 
Bedioger,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew 
Clay,  Elias  Earle,  James  M.  Garnett,  EMwin  Gray, 
Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  William  McCreeiy,  Thom- 
as Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  Jan.,  John  Ra9dolph.Thom- 
ilM  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea,  of  Penntylvailia,  Thomas 
Sandlbrd,  Martin  G.  Schnneman,  Samuel  SmiUi,  Thom- 
as Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Bavid  R.  WiUiams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Navs— -Willis  Alston,  junior,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas 
BetCon,  fiamabas  Bidweli,  WUIiam  Blackledga,  John 
Blake,  Jan.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Sohn 
Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  John 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,Jacob  Crown* 
inshield,  Richard  Cutto,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport, 
jun.,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Peter  Early, 
Jao^es  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William 
Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  WilUam  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
lohtt  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  David 


Holmes,  David  Hongh^  John  G.  Jackson,  James  Kdlj, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Doncan  MacFsr- 
land,  Jotfiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeiemiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  GKirdon  S.  Mumford,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  PHkin,  jnn. 
John  P^gh,  Jonah  Qofncy,  John  Rfcea,  of  TenBeaBee« 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebeneaer  Beaver,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smihe,  John  Smilii,  Henry  SovtlMrd,  Jo- 
seph SfSAton,  WiHiam  Stedman,  Samnei  Taggart,  Bea> 
jamin  Tallmadge,  Samud  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Phiip 
Van  CortUndt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B. 
Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehill,  Robert 
Whitehill,  EUphalet  Wickes,  Marmadoke  Williams, 
Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilsoi^  and  Joa^ 
Winston. 
So  the  resolution  was  lost. 

FISHING  BOUNTY. 

Mr,  CROWiiiifSBiBLo,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  petition 
of  Jonathan  Very,  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of  Ma»* 
sachusetts,  made  the  following  report : 

The  petitioner,  in  the  year  1800,  was  the  owner  of 
the  schooner  Edmnnd,  of  the  burden  of  fiAy-one  Urns. 
This  vessel  was  licensed  for  employment  in  the  ead 
fishery,  and  sailed  on  her  voyage  the  twenty-fint  di^ 
of  June,  and  returned  to  Salem  on  the  ninth  day  of  Ait> 
gust,  with  a  fiure  offish,  of  three  hundred  and  sevens- 
two  quintals.  She  departed  on  the  se<»nd  Toyage,  the 
twenty-first  day  of  August ;  and  after  being  employed  in 
the  cod  fishery,  and  having  caught  upwards  of  ior^  qoin* 
tais  of  fish,  on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  ensuing, 
the  said  vessel  met  with  a  severe  storm,  shipped  a  aea, 
and  was  so  wrecked  that  the  crew  deserted  her,  and 
she,  with  her  whole  cargo  of  fish  and  salt,  was  thereby 
totally  losL  In  consequence  of  diis  ioaa,  the  petitkiwr 
and  tlie  crew  of  said  schooner  Were  deprived  *f  the 
bounty  money  allowed  auder  the  existing  Ismb  for  the 
encoiiragement  of  the  fishery,  in  hen  of  the  dsawbadc 
on  the  salt  consumed  in  making  the  fish.  The  pafr 
tioner  prays  that  he  and  the  crew  of  aaid  scfaoosMr  asal 
receive  the  same  boun^,  which,  in  the  event  of  a  sno* 
cessful  voyagCyth^  would  have  been  entitled  to,  or  s«ch 
proportion  thereof  as  may  be  deemed  proper. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  thai  the  duly  paid  ia 
the  United  States,  on  the  quantity  of  salt  exported  in 
the  schooner  Edmund,  amounted  to  an  equal  sum  with 
the  bounty  prayed  to  be  allowed  by  the  petitioner ;  it 
might,  therefore,  at  the  first  view,  seem  reasonable  fa 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner ;  but,  on  the  o&er 
hand,  the  existing  law  only  Warrants  the  payment  of 
the  bounty  to  fishing  vessels  actuallv  empk^ed  during 
ibttr  months  of  the  fishing  season ;  that  is  aoooanted  •• 
be  from  the  first  day  of  March  to  the  first  di^  of  De- 
cember, in  eveiy^year.  This  schooner  was  at  aen,  and 
actually  engaged  in  the  fishing  bninnass,  i»r  cmstf 
days  only,  during  the  two  voyages.  She  was  Bat  ooi- 
ployed  longer  than  that  time  before  she  wsa  kmtj  nnd 
abandoned  by  the  crew.  No  provision  exists,  m  tka 
law  for  the  encouragement  of  the  fisheries*  wlueh  is 
calculated  to  meet  a  case  aimilarly  circnmalaacwi.  It 
contemplates  the  employment  of  a  fishing  veaael,  hi 
the  period  of  four  moathiB,  and  leaves  no  discretion  ti 
be  exercised'  by  the  officers  of  the  customs.  If  m  regn* 
larly  licensed  fishing  vessel  is  lost,  or  shipwrecked,  al 
any  time  within  the  tour  months,  as  the  law  now  standa, 
the  bonn^  cannot'  be  paid.    The  committee  eooasdex 
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IMb  88  a  hardriiip  iqH>n  the  fisheraen,  and  the  owners  of 
fishing  vesMls.  It  would  certainly  be  an  equitable  ar- 
rangement to  allow  them  to  receive  iuch  proportion  of  the 
bounty,  ag  the  time  employed,  previous  to  the  loss  of  the 
▼essel,  might  bear  to  the  four  months ;  and  where  the 
▼essel  should  be  entirely  lost,  with  the  crew,  it  would 
be  only  a  fair  and  just  encouragement  to  the  cod  fish- 
ery, if  the  full  bounty  was  paid ;  and  such  a  provision 
could  not  be  considered  as  operating  injuriously  to  the 
revenue,  as  the  bounty  is  allowed  in  lieu  of  the  draw- 
back to  which  the  salt  used  in  curing  fish  would  be  en- 
titled, upon  its  exportation  out  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee,  however,  are  not  permitted  to  vary 
the  law  to  suit  tttch  indtvMual  case.  A  mere  infor- 
mality, unintentionally  committed,  might  sometimes 
be  dispensed  with ;  but,  where  ^e  principal  provision 
of  the  law  is  not  complied  wilih,  there  c^n  be  no  rea- 
«M»  to  induce  CoHs^ress  to  fluctuate  in  its  decisions,  ao' 
cording  to  tine  various  applications  or  views  of  individ- 
ttaifl)  who  may  feel  themselves  injured. 

Under  all  the  dmnimstances  stated  in  this  case^  (al- 
Uiou^  the  committee  are  fully  sensible  that  the  loss 
&lls  peculiarly  hard  on  the  petitioner,)  they  are  of  the 
opinion  that,  as  the  law  now  stands,  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  allow  the  bounty  asked  for  by  the  petitioner ; 
and  therefore  recommend,  that  he  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition,  and  the  documents  accompanying 
the  same. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Saturday,  March  29. 

Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  fifth  instant,  presented,  ac- 
cording to  order  a  bill  coDcernin^  the  public 
grounds  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
read  twice,  aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Mondav  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  Committee  appointed 
OD^  the  fourteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  autbor- 
iziog  the  proprietors  of  squares  and  lots  in  the 
City  of  WasbiDgtoo,  to  have  the  same  subdivided 
and  admitted  to  record ;  which  was  rend  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty -third  of  December  last,  presented  a 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  **Ad  act  to 
extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  Terri- 
torial Courts;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
was  committed  on  the  eighteenth  instant,  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
divide  the  ladiana  Territory  into  two  separate 
Governments,  and  for  other  purposes;^  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the 
eighteenth  instant,  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  ad- 
justment of  the  titles  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

PETITION  OF  J06IAH  H.  WEBB. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
W  whom^  was  referred  the  petition  of  Josiah  H. 
Webb^  made  the  Ibttowing  report : 


The  petitioner,  while  employed  in  carrying  the  mail 
of  the  United  States  in  August  last,  from  Coweta  to 
Fort  Stoddert,  was  shot  through  the  body  by  some  per- 
son unknown.  He  is  now  in  a  languishing  conditioni 
under  the  care  of  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Stod- 
dert, destitute  of  the  means  of  present  subeistence ;  and, 
from  the  nature  of  the  wound,  it  is  not  probable  he 
will  be  able  to  pro-vide  for  his  future  support. 

A  letter  from  the*  Postmaster  General  addressed  to 
the  Committee,  and  accompanying  this  report,  confirms 
the  foregoing  statement,  and  recommends  the  petition- 
er's case  to  the  humane  provision  of  Congress.  And 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  petitioner  is  now  within 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  no  regn* 
latione  ard  yet  adoptied  for  the  support  of  the  poor ;  that 
he  is  under  the  immediate  charge  of  an  officer  of  the 
Government,  who  must  either  permit  the  petitioner  t6 
snfifer  for  want  of  the  necessaries  of  Mfe,  or  maintain 
him  at  his  own  private  expense,  there  can  be  little  dottbt 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  National  Legislature  to  extend 
its  aid  to  an  individual  thus  circumstanced. 

Of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  relief  which  ought 
to  be  afforded  to  the  petitioner,  your  Committee  are  net 
yet  fiilly  advised ;  at  present  they  respectfully  submit  to 
the  House  the  followmg  general  resolution  : 

Ruolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  reason- 
able, and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  pw- 
uant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  the  Comnttt* 
tee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

AMEITDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Newton  alluded  to  the  fate  experienced 
yesterday  by  the  resolation  declaring  the  teaare 
of  a  seat  in  the  House  incompatible  with  the  hold- 
ing a  contract  uuder  the  Government  of  the  Unir 
ted  Siatesw  From  the  fate  experien;:ed  by  thk 
resohitjoD,  he  said  h«  was  induced  to  omr  afa 
avnendment  to  the  CoQstitatit>n  which  he  consid- 
ered as  of  great  importance.  He  said  he  wotild 
wish  to  see  an  American  Congfres^  composed  of 
very  differentmatertafs  from  a  British  Parriament. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  cobtraetors  on  that  fioor. 
When  tire  Members  of  that  House  came  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  people,  they  shoujd  pass 
themselves  into  oblivion.  No  suspicion  ought  to 
attach  to  them.  To  preserve  the  cnaracter  of  Che 
Representative  body  from  reproach,  be  bad  pre- 
pared an  amendment  to  the  Constttuttoa  which 
ne  would  submit  to  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

**  That  no  person,  holding  a  contract  under  the  Gov- 
emraent  of  the  United  States,  or  who  shall,  direetly  cft 
indirectly  participate  in  the  emoluments  of  such  0on» 
tract,  shall  be  capable  of  holding  a  seat  in  the  Senattf 
or  House  of  Representatives  of  &e  United  States." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TnoMAd  said  he  wished  to  submit  a  resolu- 
tion, also  to  amend  the  Constitution.  It  was  for 
the  purpose  of  districting  the  several  States,  foi^ 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident by  the  people. 

He  said  he  had  had  the  resolution  for  some  time 
in  bis  drawer,  waiting  for  a  favorable  opportunitf 
to  bring  the  subject  forward.  He  would  not  saf 
chat  the  present  was  the  auspiciou«  motiieiit  to 
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call  the  attention  of  Congress  and  the  nation  to 
alter  that  sacred  instrument,  for  he  believed  it 
ODght  not  to  be  approached  with  innovations,  but 
for  strong  and  cogent  reasons ;  nor  then,  only  when 
the  public  mind  was  free  from  collision,  and  un- 
embarrassed with  other  questions  of  great  nation- 
al policy.  However,  as  several  propositions  for 
amendments  were  before  them,  if  tney  were  called 
upon  at  this  time  to  consider  any,  he  wished  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  which 
experience  had  proved  to  be  really  necessary  and 
proper. 

The  object  of  districting  the  State,  and  vesting 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres-' 
ident  in  the  people,  was  one  which  he  had  fre- 
quently urged  and  advocated  in  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  rep- 
resent, under  the  Constitution  as  it  now  stands, 
which  left  it  optional  with  the  State  Legislature, 
either  to  appoint  the  Electors  themselves,  or  to  rest 
their  election  with  the  people  at  large.  Indeed, 
he  said,  be  always  did  think,  and  still  thought, 
that  the  mode  of  choosing  Electors  for  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  this  country,  ought  to  be  by  the 
people,  and  that,  too,  in  an  uniform  mode  through- 
out the  United  States.  This,  he  considered  the 
only  proper  way  to  obtain  a  fair  expression  of  the 
public  will  in  the  choice  of  this  highly  responsible 
officer ;  and  in  order  to  have  this  subject  before  the 
House,  he  would  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

'*  That  the  State  Legislatures  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
divide  each  State  into  districts,  equal  to  the  whole  num- 
ber of  Senators  and  Representatives  from  each  State, 
in  the  Congreni  of  the  United  States ;  and  shall  direct 
the  mode  of  choosing  an  Elector  of  President  and 
Vice  President  in  each  of  the  said  districts,  who  shall 
be  chosen  by  citizens  having  the  qualifications  requisite 
for  electors  of  the  most  nomeroas  branch  of  the  State 
Legiiiatare,  and  that  the  districts  so  to  be  constituted, 
shall  consist,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  contiguoos  terri- 
tory, and  of  proportion  of  population,  except  where 
there  may  be  any  detached  portion  of  territory,  not  of 
itself  sufficient  to  form  a  district,  which  shall  then  be 
annexed  to  some  other  portion  nearest  thereto ;  which 
districts,  when  so  divided,  shall  remain  unalterable  un- 
til a  new  census  of  the  United  States  shall  be  taken." 

Laid  on  the  table. 

FOREIGN  AGGRESSIONS. 
Mr.  Dana. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  well  known,  sir, 
how  highly  the  public  expectation  has  been  ex- 
eited  with  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  Congress. 
Before  we  assembled  in  tnis  place  there  existed  a 
strong  sentiment  of  indignation,  in  consequence 
of  the  injuries  and  indignities  accumulated  upon 
the  United  States.  The  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent's communication  to  Congress  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  corresponded  to  this  tone  of  the 
public  mind.  The  sentiment  has  been  decidedly 
manifested  in  the  memorials  laid  before  Congress 
from  different  parts  of  the  Union.  The  frequency 
of  our  deliberations  in  conclave,  the  speeches  de- 
livered in  public,  the  conversations  of  gentlemen 
without  the  bar,  all  might  be  mentioned  as  evin 
cive  of  the  general  conviction,  that  the  Mate  of 
public  affairs  imperiously  required  something  to 
be  done ;  something  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of 


our  peculiar  situation ;  something  worthy  of  the 
moderation,  the  firmness,  and  the  wisdom,  which 
should  characterize  the  Representatives  of  a  free, 
enlighteced,  and  magnanimous  people. 

From  the  interesting  nature  and  magnitude  of 
the  subjects  on  which  the  President  has  given  us 
information ;  from  the  general  character  of  the 
measures  which  he  has  officially  recommended  to 
our  consideration,  a  serious  weisbt  of  responsi- 
bility has  been  devolved  upon  this  House;  and 
an  ample  portion  of  it,  in  my  apprehension,  has 
rested  on  those  members  upon  whom  the  manage- 
ment of  business  has  been  more  especially  de- 
volved in  the  course  of  political  events,  and  by 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  time.  The  ses- 
sion has  now  continued  for  more  than  sixteen 
weeks.  During  this  time  the  gentlemen  have  had 
opportunity  to  present  for  our  consideration  such 
measures  as  they  have  thought  proper  for  liber- 
ating the  country  from  evils  which  are  expe- 
rienced, and  for  guarding  it  against  such  as  are  to 
be  apprehended.  After  all  the  patience  of  expec- 
tation, during  so  long  a  period,  in  waiting  for  the 
gentlemen  to  develope  whatever  of  system  they 
may  have  formed  or  adopted  for  the  public  wel- 
fare, I  hope  it  will  not  be  judged  improper  if  I 
now  request  your  attention  to  some  of  the  subjects 
which  have  not  been  considered  in  the  House, 
although  they  are  mentioned  in  the  President's 
communication,  and  are  perhaps  not  less  imme- 
diately interesting  than  others,  about  which  there 
has  been  so  much  said  in  the  form  of  pabiie 
debate. 

With  the  exception  of  the  reference  to  afiairs 
with  several  Indian  tribes,  and  the  measures  for 
exploring  certain  parts  of  the  interior  of  this  con- 
tinent, the  commmiication  of  the  President  prin- 
cipally regards  our  foreign  relations.  He  gives 
us  information  of  the  state  of  affairs  with  the 
Powers  of  Barbery;  but  no  difficulties  on  that 
coast  are  mentioned  as  requiring  the  particular 
attention  of  Congress.  The  prominent  topics  are 
our  relations  with  some  of  the  greater  Powers  of 
Eurcpe.  With  them  we  have  questions  of  seri- 
ous moment. 

We  have  controversies,  nominally,  with  Spain, 
on  account  of  territorial  claims  and  aggressions, 
and  for  spoliations  during  the  former  war.  With 
respect  to  these,  we  have  done  nothing  in  public 
Of  what  has  been  done  in  secret,  I  abstain  from 
speaking,  as  the  majority  of  the  House  has  not 
yet  consented  to  remove  the  veil  which  hides  the 
proceedings  in  conclave  from  the  eyes  of  the 
people. 

Between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  there 
are  serious  questions  relative  to  the  impressment 
of  seamen,  and  the  trade  with  colonies  of  her  ene- 
mies. With  ^  view  to  these  questions  we  have 
had  various  propositions  before  us,  and*  the  House 
has  adopted  such  as  undoubtedly  seemed  to  the 
majority  most  advisable. 

fiut  among  all  the  propositions  and  resolations 
which  have  oeen  laid  on  your  table,  not  one  has 
contained  any  provision  relative  to  some  of  the 
grossest  outrages  mentioned  in  the  Presideoi's 
Message }  outrages  committed  by  persons  oader 
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the  flaf^s  of  various  belligerent  Powers,  the  British, 
the  French,  the  Spanish.  I  speak  of  outrages  at 
the  entrance  of  our  harbors,  on  our  coasts,  and  in 
the  West  Indies: 

"Our  eoasts  have  been  infested,  and  our  harbor* 
Wfttched  by  private  aimed  Temels,  some  of  them  with- 
out commissions,  some  with  illegal  commissions,  others 
with  those  of  legal  form,  but  committing  piratical  acts 
beyond  the  authority  of  their  commissions.  They  have 
captured,  in  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as  well 
as  on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  vessels  of  our  friends 
coming  to  trade  wiUi  us,  but  our  own  also.  They  have 
carried  them  oS,  under  pretence  of  legal  adjudication ; 
but,  not  daring  to  approach  a  court  of  justice,  they 
have  plundered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in  ob- 
scure places  where  no  evidence  could  arise  against 
them,  maltreated  the  crews,  and  abandoned  them,  in 
boats  in  the  open  sea  or  on  desert  shores,  without  food 
or  covering.  The^e  enormities  appearing  to  be  un- 
reached by  any  control  of  their  Sovereigns,  I  found  it 
necessary  to  equip  a  force  to  cruise  within  our  own 
seas ;  to  arrest  ail  vessels  of  these  descriptions  found 
hovering  on  our  coasts,  within  the  limits  of  the  Gulf 
stream,  and  to  bring  the  offenders  in  for  trial  as  pirates. 

"The  same  system  of  hovering  on  our  coasts  and 
harbors,  under  color  of  seeking  enemies,  has  been  also 
carried  on  by  public  armed  ships,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance and  oppression  of  our  commerce." 

Such  is  (he  language  of  the  President.  Some 
redress  for  these  enormities  is  demanded  by  a  re- 
card  to  national  honor,  iustice,  interest,  humanity. 
What  redress  is  provided?  On  this  subject  the 
gentlemen  have  uooe  nothing,  proposed  nothing, 
doubtless  because  their  faculties  have  been  so 
much  absorbed  in  other  considerations  which 
they  deemed  important. 

On  examining  the  documents  before  the  House, 
the  injuries,  the  insults,  the  barbarities,  which  are 
mentioned  by  the  President  in  general  terms,  will 
be  seen  to  have  been  too  fully  realized  in  detail. 
You  have  decisive  proof  of  the  atrocious  practices 
in  the  West  Indies.  Permit  me  to  turn  your  at- 
tention but  to  a  single  page  of  the  o£Bcial  docu- 
ments. In  a  letter  of  the  7th  of  June,  1805,  from 
Mr.  Biakely,  our  Consul  at  St.  Jago,  in  Cuba,  we 
have  this  information:  "Since the  last  evacuation 
'  of  Hi!>paniola,  more  than  one  thousand  American 

<  seamen  have  been  landed  in  this  port,  most  of 
'  them  without  clothes,  and  ail  of  them  without 

*  any  possible  means  of  support,  but  such  as  they 

*  receive  from  their  own  Government."  In  an- 
other letter  of  the  1st  of  July,  1805,  he  speaks  in 
these  terms :  *'  The  scene  of  robbery,  destruction, 
^  evasion,  perjury,  cruelty,  and  insult,  to  which 

<  the  Americans,  captured  by  French  pirates,  and 
'  brought  into  this  and  the  adjacent  ports,  nave 
'  been  subjected,  perhaps  has  not  been  equalled  in 
'  a  century  past."  Shall  these  sufTeriogs  of  our 
countrymen  be  disregarded,  because^  the  seamen 
perhaps  were  not  employed  by  capitalists  engaged 
in  a  trade  carried  on  in  distant  seas,  in  Europe  or 
Asial  Is  all  the  philanthropic  sensibility  which 
has  been  professed  in  debate  to  be  confined  exclu- 
sively to  seamen  impressed  into  British  service? 
Some  portion  of  it,  I  hope,  will  yet  be  found  for 
our  own  countrymen  in  tne  WcHt  Indies,  captured, 
robbed  of  their  property,  loaded  with  indignities, 
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and  abandoned,  in  a  sickly  climate,  in  a  strange 
land,  without  shelter,  without  clothing,  and  with- 
out means  of  subsistence.  What  can  justify  a 
desertion  of  the  cause  of  our  fellow-citizens  suf- 
fering under  these  infamous  outrages?  With 
these  observations  respecting  the  depredations  on 
our  commerce,  and  the  sunerings  of  our  seamen 
in  the  West  Indies,  I  leave  the  subject  for  the 
present  to  the  reflections  of  gentlemen.  It  is  my 
intention  at  this  time  to  advert  more  particularly 
to  the  conduct  of  belligerent  cruisers  near  our 
ports  and  on  our  coasts. 

Of  the  violations  of  our  neutral  rights  by  these 
cruisers,  one  of  the  most  memorable  cases  has 
been  stated  in  a  memorial  from  South  Carolina. 
On  casting  an  eye  over  the  memorial,  I  find  it 
&>upported  by  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
South  Carolina  Insurance  Companjr,  with  a  long 
list  of  names,  which,  as  I  am  well  informed,  are 
among  the  most  respectable  in  Charleston,  com- 
prehending merchants,  and  planters,  and  profes- 
sional gentlemen.  Without  stating  the  whole  of 
the  memorial,  I  will  now  mention  only  certain 
parts  of  it  as  being  more  immediately  applicable. 
This  is  the  language : 

"  Your  memorialists  are  deeply  afiected  by  the  recent 
capture,  at  the  very  entrance  if  this  port,  of  the  Ameri- 
can ship  Two  Friends,  by  a  French  privateer.  This 
event  has  excited  among  all  classes  of  citizens,  the 
strongest  sensations,  not  only  because  the  ship  waa 
captured  without  any  color  of  pretence,  within  sight 
of  land,  but  because  she  is  our  only  regular  London 
trader,  and  had  on  board  a  full  supply  of  spring  and 
summer  goods. 

**This  most  extraordinary  capture  has  already  been 
followed  by  events  no  less  alarming ;  our  harbor  being 
at  this  moment  completely  blockaded  by  three  French 
privateers. 

**  These  just  alarms  and  apprehensions  of  your  me- 
morialists are  heightened  by  the  well  known  drenm- 
stance  of  many  of  the  cruiserB  which  infest  oar  shores 
belonging  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  and  Barracoa ;  in  which 
receptacles,  our*  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Government  of  Cuba,  are  instantly 
sold,  without  any  condemnation  whatever,  or  even  the 
formali^  of  a  trial,  thereby  precluding  every  future 
possibility  of  redress. 

"  Your  memorialists  avail  themselves  of  this  occasion 
to  notice  a  late  decision  of  the  district  court  within 
this  State,  grounded  on  an  act  of  Congress,  whereby 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  is  lim- 
ited to  the  short  distance  of  three  miles,  or  a  marine 
league,  irom  the  coasts  or  shores,  which,  by  the  said 
court,  is  construed  to  mean  three  miles  from  the  land ; 
consequently,  the  middle  channel  of  our  bar,  being 
more  than  three  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  land,  is 
pronounced  by  judicial  authority  to  be  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States ;  the  very  entrance  of 
our  harbor,  in  full  sight  of  the  city,  where  vessels  are 
frequently  obliged  to  anchor,  while  waiting  lor  a  tide, 
and  with  a  pilot  on  board,  is,  by  our  own  tribunals,  ao* 
knowledged  to  be  without  the  protection  of  our  Gov- 
ernment.'' 

The  seizures  of  merchant  vessels  on  our  coast, 
and  near  our  ports,  are  mentioned  in  memorials 
from  other  ports  of  the  Union.  We  have  before 
us  complaints  on  this  subject  from  Baltimore 
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Philadelphia,  New  York,  New  Haven,  and  Salem. 
Indeed,  the  conduct  of  -belligerent  cruisers,  in  the 
tracts  of  sea  adjacent  to  our  territories,  has  been  a 
subject  of  general  condemnation.  Persons  who 
have  differed  on  other  topics  have  agreed  on  this. 
This  sentiment  has  been  common  to  people  of  dif- 
ferent professions,  and  classes,  and  parties.  The 
main  facts  are  notorious.  Near  our  ports,  within 
the  recesses  of  our  coast,  almost  within  our  har- 
bors, belligerent  cruisers  have  watched  for  oppor- 
tunities 01  seizing  merchant  vessels  employed  in 
the  trade  of  this  country.  Need  I  mention  the 
indignation  excited  by  the  blockade  of  New  York. 
The  interruption  of  the  commerce  of  that  great 
port  is  well  known.  British  vessels  of  war  were 
stationed  off  Sandy  Hook.  Among  them,  I  re- 
member the  names  of  the  Leander,  the  Cambrian, 
the  Driver ;  there  may  have  been  others,  which  I 
do  not  recollect ;  but  such  particulars  are  not  of 
consequence  in  the  present  estimate ;  the  general 
fact  is  sufficient.  ]3y  taking  such  stations,  belli- 
gerent cruisers  have  been  able  to  seize  our  mer- 
chant vessels  on  the' return  voyage  and  carry  them 
in  for  adjudication,  under  pretext  of  being  em- 
ployed in  trading  directly  between  the  parent 
-country  and  a  colony  of  the  enemy,  or  of  having 
▼iolated,  in  the  outward  voyaee,  some  regulation 
respecting  contraband^  or  blockade.  Millions  of 
property  have  thus  been  exposed  to  seizure,  which 
mieht  otherwise  have  been  added  to  the  commer- 
ciaj  stock  of  our  country,  and  swelled  the  receipts 
of  the  Treasury.  Such  stations,  too,  have  afforded 
opportunities  for  the  impressment  of  seamen. 

With  respect  to  these  outrages^  sir,  1  will  not 
&tigue  you  by  professions  of  patriotism ;  nor  will 
I  invoke  the  spirit  of  1776;  nor  will  I  declaim 
about  our  Revolution,  or  about  our  right  to  na- 
tional independence.  Such  observations  have  no 
speci^c  bearing  on  the  subject.  In  whatever  de- 
gree it  may  have  become  fashionable  to  occupy 
tii«  time  of  the  House  in  this  manner,  I  trust  it 
will  not  be  supposed  to  manifest  any  want  of  re- 
spect to  the  understandings  of  the  House, » if  I 
attend  to  considerations  more  directly  applicable 
to  some  practical  purpose. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
causes  of  these  outrages,  with  the  view  of  providing 
some  effectual  remedy.  One  general  cause  is  to 
be  found  in  the  habitual  rapacity  of  those  who 
cruise  under  the  belligerent  nags.  But  we  must 
expect  the  rapacity  to  exist,  whatever  we  may  say 
«about  justice  or  generosity.  The  men  who  roam 
the  seas  in  quest  of  prey,  will  not  be  deterred  from 
rapine  and  violence  by  general  declamations  about 
the  principles  of  virtue  or  the  rights  of  neutrality, 
while  they  can  seize  their  object  with  ease  and 
impunity.  Adopt  means  of  prevention,  which 
cut  off  their,  hopes  of  success!  These  will  be 
fpund  more  effectual  than  any  vague  professions 
of  patriotism. 

There  is  another  cause — the  defective  nature 
of  the  existing  law  of  the  United  States.  This 
we  mar  reform,  unless  restrained  by  some 
of  the  duties  of  neutrality.  In  June  1794,  was 
passed  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 


States."  You  will  find  it  in  the  third  volume  of 
the  laws.  Originally  the  act  was  temporary ;  but, 
after  being  once  continued  in  force  for  a  Jurther 
term,  it  was  ultimately  made  permanent,  by  an  act 
passed  in  the  year  1800.  By  the  sixth  section  it 
IS  provided,  that  the  district  courts  shall  take  cog- 
nizance of  complaints,  by  whomsoever  institute, 
in  cases  of  captures  made  within  the  waters  of  the 
United  States,  or  within  a  marine  league  of  the 
coasts  or  shores  thereof.  The  comprehensive 
form  of  expression  assigns  to  the  district  courts 
the  cognizance  of  libels  for  damages,  in  cases  of 
capture,  as  well  as  of  libels  for  restitution.  Before 
this  act  was  passed,  a  question  had  existed, 
whether  the  district  courts,  as  courts  of  admi- 
ralty, were  authorized  to  take  cognizance  of 
such  complaints,  even  where  the  captured  prop- 
erty was  within  a  port  of  the  United  States, 
and  nothing  more  than  restitution  was  the  obiect 
of  the  complaint.  The  fact  may  be  ascertained  by 
recurring  to  the  State  papers  of  the  time.  I  pre- 
sume, sir,  it  is  well  recollected  by  yourself.  The 
act  of  June,  1793^  terminated  the  question  about 
the  judicial  cognizance  of  such  cases,  but  by  its 
very  terms  did  not  permit  the  district  cou/u  to 
extend  the  claim  of  jurisdiction  from  the  shore  to 
a  greater  distance  than  a  marine  league. 

In  the  case  decided  in  South  Carolina,  and- no- 
ticed in  the  memorial  from  Charleston,  it  would 
seem,  that  a  considerable  dissatisfaction  had  been 
felt  in  consequence  of  the  opinion,  judicially  given 
by  the  district  judge :  and,  if  my  recollection  is 
not  fallacious,  some  censorious  remarks  were  pub- 
lished in  a  paper  or  papers  of  the  day.  That  se- 
rious discontent  should  exist  when  the  very  en- 
trance of  such  a  harbor  as  that  of  Chariesion 
was  officially  pronounced  to  be  without  the  verge 
of  territorial  protection,  ought  not  to  excite  sur- 
prise in  any  reflecting  mind.  There  was  serious 
cause  for  inquietude.  But,  if  I  understand  that 
case,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  mv 
opinion,  that  in  his  construction  of  the  law,  which 
marked  the  extent  of  his  authority,  the  decision 
of  the  district  judge  was  correct.  And^  instead 
of  censuring,  we  ou^ht  to  approbate  and  hold  in 
honor  that  spirit  of  judicial  independence  which 
pronounces  sentence  according  to  the  existing  law, 
however  unacceptable  may  l^  the  result  even  to 
persons  worthy  of  high  estimation.  If  no  relief 
IS  provided  for  cases  of  this  nature,  the  fault  is  not 
in  the  district  judge,  but  in  the  existing  law.  The 
evil  is  one  for  which  we  have  the  power  to  au- 
thorize a  remedy.  It  belongs  not  to  any  judge 
or  court  of  the  Uaited  States  under  the  law  as 
now  existing;  and,  while  no  other  provision  is 
made  by  Congress  with  respect  to  the  extent  of  the 
territorial  protection  of  the  United  States,  it  is  not 
to  be  expecte)^  that  the  President  will  assume  ibe 
responsibility  of  attempting  to  enforce  any  exten- 
sion of  the  principle  in  any  case. whatever  beyond 
a  marine  league  Irom  the  shore. 

Does  our  duty,  as  a  neutral  Power,  require  us 
to  submit  to  this  limitation  in  all  cases  ?  Accord- 
ing to  my  apprehension  of  the  subject,  the  net  of 
June,  179i,  ought  to  be  considered  as  defining  the 
limits  within  which  this  country  would  "*^irnr 
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the  national  duty  of  protectiDg  the  interests  of 
•all  in  friendship  with  us.  It  assumes  a  public  ob- 
ligation in  favor  of  foreieners  as  well  as  citizens : 
but  the  extent  of  that  obligation  is  not  the  whole 
•extent  of  privilege  which  we  may  claim  for  our 
own  national  interest  and  security,  for  the  safe- 
guard of  our  commerce,  and  the  supply  of  our 
Treasury. 

Among  the  documents  laid  before  Congress.  I 
find  a  letter,  of  the  5th  of  January,  1804,  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  in  this,  there 
is  a  reference  to  the  British  extension  of  territorial 
jurisdiction  to  four  leagues  from  the  shore.  The 
secretary  observes :  "This  extension  of  the  Bri- 
*  tisb  law  to  four  leagues  from  the  shore  is  infer- 
'  red  from  an  act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the 
'  year  1736.»  The  fact  of  this  British  extension 
of  jurisdiction.  I  believe  to  be  unquestionable. 
Accordioff  to  the  view  which  I  have  entertained 
of  the  subiect,  a  Jurisdiction  to  this  extent  is  le- 
gally established  for  purposes  of  revenue,  and  not 
on  account  of  any  supposed  claim  to  the  honors 
of  the  flag  within  the  ^^arrow  seas."  One  thing 
at  least  is  certain.  A  live  extension  of  jurisdiction 
is  established  on  the  part  of  a  country  whose  Qov- 
ernment  makes  no  high  claim  to  nonors  of  the 
flag  within  any  seas  contiguous  to  the  territory. 
Allow  me,  sir,  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage.  By  the  ninety-ninth  section^  the  offi- 
cers of  the  revenue  cutters  are  required  to  go  on 
board  of  all  ships  or  vessels,  which  shall  arrive 
within  four  leagues  of  the  coast,  if  bound  for  the 
United  States,  to  search  and  examine  the  same ; 
and  to  affix  and  put  proper  fastenioeson  the  hatches, 
and  to  remain  on  board  until  they  arrive  at  the 
place  of  destination.  The  102d  section  requires  the 
revenue  cutters  and  boats  to  be  distinguished  by 
a  characteristic  ensign  and  pennant;  and  in  case 
any  ship  or  vessel  liable  to  examination  shall 
not  bring  to,  on  being  required  or  chased  by  any 
cutter  oY  boat  having  displayed  the  pennant  and 
ensign  prescribed  for  vessels  in  the  revenue  ser- 
Yice,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  per^ns  having, 
command  of  such  cutter  or  boat  to  fire  at  or  into 
such  vessels  which  shall  not  bring  to,  after  such 
pennant  and  ensign  shall  be  hoisted,  and  a  gun 
shall  have  been  fired  by  such  cutter  or  boat  as  a 
signal.  Here  we  see  a  jurisdiction  asserted  by 
the  United  States  to  the  distance  of  four  leagues 
from  the  coast.  It  is  exercised  for  the  protection 
of  the  national  revenue.  Officers  in  the  imme- 
diate service  of  the  Gh)vernment,  with  a  body  of 
men  constantly  paid  and  supported  out  of  the 
products  of  the  customs,  are  employed  to  enforce 
the  law,  and  are  armed  with  a  power  to  wound 
or  kill  those  who  refuse  to  conform.  Mer- 
chant vessels  bound  to  the  United  States,  within 
four  leagues  of  the  coast,  are  to  be  placed  under 
the  charge  of  public  officers,  who  are  to  remain 
on  board  until  the  arrival  in  port.  While  the 
vessel  is  thus  under  the  charge  of  the  officer,  within 
the  actual  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  will 
you  permit  a  foreign  cruiser,  within  this  space  of 
sea,  to  bid  defiance  to  your  law,  to  seize  the  vessel 
with  your  officer  on  board,  and  proceed  with  ves- 


sel and  cargo  and  officer  to  a  foreign  port  for  ad- 
judication? ' 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  French 
revolutionary  warfare,  the  captures  made  by  bel- 
ligerent cruisers  gave  rise  to  inquiries  with  re- 
spect to  the  extent  of  the  protective  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States.  Amidst  all  the  political 
agitations  of  the  time,  it  became  the  duty  of  the 
Administration  to  fix  on  some  rule  for  preventing 
the  disturbance  of  our  public  peace  oy  foreign 
hostilities.  Under  the  existing  circumstances,  it 
was  determined  to  restrict  the  exercise  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  for  that  time,  to  the 
least  distance  claimed  on  the  coasts  of  any  nation 
in  any  case.  That  this  was  the  fact,  may  be 
seen  by  examining  the  papers  laid  before  Con- 
gress by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  near 
the  close  of  the  year  1793. 

With  respect  to  the  right  of  territorial  protec- 
tion along  the  coasts  of  a  neutral  Power,  the  gen- 
eral principle  is  clear,  duestions  have  been 
made  about  its  extent.  The  right  to  a  reasonable 
distance  is  admittted.  But  this  does  not  distinctly 
solve  the  difficulty.  What  is  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance? 

If  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the  nature  of  our  coasts, 
and  to  our  distance  from  all  the  nations  of  the 
civilized  world,  the  general  principle  would  allow 
to  the  United  States  an  ample  extension  of  the 
territorial  immunity  from  hostilities.  A  right  of 
protective  jurisdiction  over  some  portion  of  ad- 
jacent sea  is  founded  in  the  general  right  of  a 
neutral  Power  to  provide  for  the  common  safety, 
prosperitv,  and  tranquillity.  It  is  essential  to  the 
neutral  character  of  a  country.  It  results  from 
the  principles  of  the  great  law  of  self-preserva- 
tion. It  IS  a  necessary  attribute  of  territorial 
sovereignty.  With  respect  to  the  practical  exer- 
cise of  this  right,  difierent  distances  from  the  shore 
are  mentioned  by  writers  on  public  law.  Where 
the  coast  is  prominent,  as  well  as  free  from  shoals, 
the  least  distance  towards  the  main  ocean  is  the 
full  range  of  a  bomb  or  cannon  shot,  estimated  at 
three  geographical  miles^  or  a  marine  league.  Au- 
thoriues  might  be  mentioned  in  support  of  other 
distances;  two  leagues — three  leagues — the  dis- 
tance at  which  ships  may  be  discovered,  and 
from  which  ships  may  discern  the  land — the  ex- 
tent of  soundings,  unless  the  coast  be  so  steep  that 
soundings  cannot  be  found  near  the  land,  in  which 
case  the  measure  is  the  reach  of  a  cannon  shot 
supposed  to  be  fired  from  the  shore.  This  opin- 
ion was  entertained  by  Valin,  the  celebrated  com- 
mentator on  the  marine  ordinance  of  France. 
With  respect  to  the  United  States,  the  idea  has 
occurred  of  extending  the  protection  as  far  as  the 
Gulf  Stream.  From  the  President's  communi- 
cation at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  it 
would  seem  as  if  he  had  some  view  of  this  in 
equipping  a  force  to  cruise  for  pirates  within  the 
limits  of  the  Gulf  Stream  and  to  bring  them  ia 
for  trial. 

Amidst  all  the  variety  of  authorities  and  opin* 
ions  on  this  subject,  the  general  principle  is  not 
in  dispute.  And  it  is  certain,  that  the  benefit  of 
the  principle  cannot  be  equally  enjoyed  if  any 
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specific  measure  be  assumed  for  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritorial protection  in  all  cases.  In  a  case  where 
the  coast  is  prominent,  where  the  passage  into  the 
harbor  is  free  from  obstructions  or  hazard,  and 
where  the  harbor  is  so  situated  that  a  vessel  may 
be  in  port  instantly  on  quitting  the  open  space  of 
the  main  ocean,  the  distance  of  a  marine  league 
from  the  shore  may  afford  ample  immunity  to  the 
navigation  of  such  neutral  port.  But  the  case  is 
materially  different  where  the  entrance  of  a  harbor 
is  rendered  difficult  or  hazardous,  in  consequence 
of  bars  or  shoals  or  other  causes,  where  the  prin- 
ciple of  safety  requires  vessels  enployed  in  the 
trade  of  the  port  to  remain  for  any  time  in  a  road 
or  place  of  anchorage  at  a  greater  distance  than  a 
league  from  the  shore,  and  to  wait  for  the  wind 
or  tide,  or  pilot,  or  daylight,  or  clear  weather — in 
any  such  case,  if  the  marine  league  is  to  be  the 
uniform  measure  of  territorial  protection,  theprin* 
ciple  would  be  sacrificed  to  the  particular  rule ; 
wnereas  every  rule  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  sub 
servient  to  the  principle.  Another  distinction  is 
to  be  made  with  respect  to  ports  and  harbors  sit- 
uate in  curvatures  or  recesses  of  the  coasts,  more 
than  a  league  from  the  open  space  of  the  main 
ocean  ;  any  specific  distance  from  shore,  if  made 
the  uniform  measure  of  protection,  will  not  allow 
to  them  the  degree  of  maritime  securitv  which 
they  mi^ht  fairly  claim  in  comparison  witn  others. 
In  principle,  sir,  the  rule  of  a  marine  league  or 
any  other  precise  measure,  is  applicable  to  coasts 
not  curved,  or  to  the  prominent  portions  of  coast. 
Places  of  anchorase,  such  as  I  have  mentioned, 
whether  called  roads  or  roadstead:^,  or  however  de- 
nominated, are  to  be  regarded  as  appendages  of 
particular  ports,  and  as  such  are  within  the  pro- 
tective jurisdiction  of  the  country  to  which  they 
belong. 

In  considering,  therefore,  the  protective  juris- 
diction of  a  neutral  Power,  as  a  privilege  which 
may  rishtfully  be  claimed  for  securing  the  inte- 
rests of  its  commerce  and  revenue,  the  principle 
admits  an  extension  to  various  distances  from 
shore,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  coasts,  as  di- 
Tersified  by  shoals,  bars,  curvatures,  recesses,  head- 
lands, or  small  islands. 

This,  in  eflfect,  agrees  with  the  opinions  of  writ- 
ers on  public  law,  in  relation  to  the  neutral  immu- 
nities of  havens,  roads,  gulfs,  or  bays. 

In  support  of  the  sentiments  now  suggested  on 
this  subject,  I  do  not  rely  merely  on  the  abstract 
principle  of  right,  or  the  opinions  of  writers  on 

I»ublie  law.  In  national  usage,  it  is  already  estab- 
isbed,  "that  in  places  where  the  land,  by  its  curve, 
«  forms  a  bay  or  gulf,  we  must  suppose  a  line  to 
'  be  drawn  from  one  point  of  the  enclosing  land  to 
'  the  other,  or  alonff  the  small  islands  which  extend 
» beyond  the  headlands  of  the  bay,  and  that  the 
'  whole  of  this  bay  or  gulf  is  to  be  considered  as 
*  territorial  sea,"  The  principle  has  been  clearly 
recognised  in  the  practice  of  the  predominant  ma- 
ritime Power  in  Kurope.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
acted  upon  in  England.  Two  centuries*  have 
passed  since  it  was  unquestionably  holden  as  a 
rule  of  conduct  in  that  country.  The  tracts  of  sea 
within  the  recesses  of  the  coasts  are.distinguished 


by  an  appropriate  denomination  ;  they  are  called 
thechambers.  A  particular  statement  of  them  was 
returned  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the 
year  1604. 

In  modern  times,  it  has  not  been  usual  for  Eng- 
land to  remain  neutral  during  maritime  wars  in 
Europe.  But  in  the  seventeenth  century  there 
was  a  period  of  such  neutrality ;  when  various  re- 
ports were  made  to  the  King  in  Council,  with  re- 
spect to  alleged  violations  of  the  immunities  of 
having  roads,  or  chambers.  The^  are  to  be  found 
in  the  works  of  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins.  I  will  not 
detain  you  at  this  time  by  reading  those  reports; 
as  the  law  of  the  English  admiralty  on  this  sub- 
ject is  distinctly  stated  in  a  charge  ^iven  at  the 
admiralty  sessions,  by  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  who  was 
Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Adniiralty.  I  will  read 
those  parts  of  the  charge  to  which  I  refer.  After 
speaking  of  the  claim  to  the  honors  of  the  flag 
upon  the  four  seas,  he  says: 

'*  The  next  thing  is  the  right  of  sanctuary  and  n& 
conduct,  which  the  King^  hath,  time  out  of  mind,  exer- 
cised, not  only  in  its  harbors  and  ports,  bat  especiattj 
in  his  chambers,  that  itf  in  Aose  tracts  of  sea  wfaicli 
are  between  some  of  the  most  eminent  promontories  or 
points  of  land,  a  straight  imaginary  line  being  drawn 
between  them ;  for  instance,  between  Flamborongh 
Head  and  the  Spom,  between  the  North  Foreland  and 
the  South  Foreland,  between  Portland  and  the  Start, 
between  the  Land's  End  and  Mil£>rd  ;  these  chambers 
being  so  reputed  time  out  of  mind,  and  so  retamed  in 
the  year  1604,  about  seventy  years  ago,  by  jmors  upon 
their  oath,  to  the  court  of  admiralty. 

"You  are  therefore  to  inquire  if  any  men  of  war, 
under  foreign  commissions  from  any  of  the  patties  now 
in  war,  do  lie  hovering  near  any  of  His  Majesty's  ports, 
havens,  or  harbors,  or  sknlking  within  any  of  those  places 
called  the  King's  chambers,  in  order  to  soipriae  mer- 
chant ships^longing  to  the  King's  friends  and  allies, 
and  to  snap  them  as  they  are  coming  or  g^ing  out  of 
our  ports.  You  are  to  present  such,  if  yon  know  any ; 
and  the  King's  Majesty  is  to  be  informed  of  it  oat  of  ^ 
records  and  presentments  of  this  court ;  that  they  may 
be  seized' and  arrested,  if  thoy  be  driven  or  do  come  in, 
or  else  may  be  fetched  in  by  His  Majesty's  ships,  and 
punished,  as  wilful  violstors  of  the  treaties  His  Majesty 
hath  with  his  neighbors,  and  as  malicious  distoibos  at 
our  trade." 

This  authority  is  full  and  decisiFe.  Possibly  it 
may  bequestioned,  as  beine  of  ancient  date.  Howis 
the  case  in  modern  times  f  To  prore,  sir,  that  the 
same  principle  prevails,  and  is  practically  recog- 
nised as  a  rule  of  public  law  within  the  present 
century,  I  may  app^eal  to  the  authority  of  a  persoa 
distinguished  for  iudicial  talent  and  eloquence, 
and  celebrated  by  nis  countrymen  as  the  oracle  ot 
maritime  law  in  Europe :  it  is  the  authority  of 
Sir  William  Scott,  the  present  Judge  of  the  Hij^h. 
Court  of  Admiralty  in  Great  Britain.  The  prin- 
ciple was  brought  into  view  in  a  case  before  him 
in  the  year  1^1.  The  case  arose  on  a  capture 
made  by  a  detachment  from  a  British  squadron 
employed  in  the  blockade  of  Amsterdam.  The 
vessel  was  proceeded  against  for  breach  of  block- 
ade. It  was  claimed  as  having  been  taken  ^rithin 
the  territorial  protection  of  Prussia,  then  a  neutral 
Power ;  and  toe  claim  was  given  under  authority 
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of  the  Prassian  Minister.  On  the  part  of  the  cap- 
tors it  was  deoied  that  the  vessel  was  so  taken. 
Sir  William  Scoit  held  the  claim  not  to  be  es- 
tablished. In  speaking  of  the  place  of  capture,  he 
refers  to  the  principle  respecting  maritime  cham- 
bers, as  being  perfectl3r  understood  and  admitted. 
With  respect  to  the  place,  he  says,  '^  it  is  quite  open 

*  and  patent  to  the  sea;  there  are  no  headlands  that 
^  shoot  beyond  so  as  to  make  what  are  caUed  cham- 

*  bers ;  no  shores  projecting  extra." 

After  a  principle  of  public  law  has  been  so  fully 
recognised  in  practice,  on  the  part  of  the  bellige- 
rent Power  which  now  holds  the  decided  superi- 
ority on  the  ocean,  I  think,  sir,  we  may  .fairly  claim 
the  benefit  of  it  for  our  countr3r  against  the  cruisers 
of  that  and  erery  other  maritime  Power. 

Oa  this  subject,  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  under- 
■stood.  Immunity  from  hostilities  may  be  claimed 
to  the  distance  or  a  marine  league  from  shore,  in 
•any  case,  however  bold  or  prominent  the  coast. 
To  this  the  district  courts  have  cognizance  of  com- 
plaints. Bevond  this,  it  is  at  our  option  to  extend 
protection  along  the  coasts  of  the  United  States, 
over  the  roads  or  places  of  anchorage,  and  over 
the  tracts  of  sea  within  the  principal  headlands. 
This  is  a  privilege  appertaining  to  our  territorial 
sovereignty.  It  may  be  exercised  without  infrin- 
ging the  rights  of  any  belligerent  Power :  it  is  ev- 
idently for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

To  enjoy  this  benefit,  some  legislative  provision 
is  requisite ;  there  most  be  some  amendment  of 
the  existing  law  of  the  United  States.  Without 
-altering  the  act  respecting  the  jurisdiction  of  dis- 
trict courts,  perhaps  the  main  object  might  be  at- 
tained by  vesting  a  discretionary  authority  in  some 
of  the  departments  of  Government.  It  has  been 
supposed  that  the  repetition  of  outrages,  such  as 
have  lately  been  experienced  near  our  ports  and 
x>n  our  coasts,  might  be  essentially  checked,  if  not 
wholly  prevented,  by  giving  effect  to  some  legis- 
lative provision,  which  would  require  no  addition 
to  the  national  expenditure,  no  augmentation  of 
4he  naval  force  of  the  United  States  beyond  what 
may  be  judged  proper  for  a  Peace  Establishment. 
The  Executive  might  have  a  discretionary  author- 
ity to  be  exercised  for  the  safeguard  of  merchant 
vessels  employed  in  the  trade  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  this  purpose  might  be  empowered  to  inter- 
dict captures  within  the  roads  or  spaces  and  pre- 
cincts which  have  been  mentioned. 

Whether  these  sentiments  are  approved  in  their 
full  extent  or  not,  the  House,  1  trust,  will  have  no 
hesitation  in  agreeing,  that  the  subject  is  of  such 
importance  as  to  deserve  the  examination  ofacom- 
mittee,  who  may  present  some  provision  in  a  de- 
tailed form.  For  the  purpose  of  having  this  ex- 
amination, I  propose  that  the  following  resolution 
be  adopted  by  the  House : 

Rewohedy  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
-«  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
-ted  States  as  relates  to  aggressions  committed  on  our 
coasts  by  foreign  armed  vessels,  to  the  defence  of  our 
ports  and  harbors,  the  buOding  of  seventy-four-gun  ships, 
and  preventing  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion,' be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
'▼iding  by  lawibr  the  farther  safeguard  of  merchant  ves- 


sels in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States,  and  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Carried  without  division. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  ''Act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  ^ 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  ot  Tennessee." 

The  bill  having  been  read  the  first  time — 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said,  he  should  not,  on  this  oc- 
casion, ^o  into  an  examination  of  the  principles 
of  the  bill,  as  they  were  well  understood  by  the 
House.  They  went  to  practise  one  of  the  gross- 
est impositions  he  had  ever  known.  In  order  to 
get  rid  of  what  he  considered  a  stain  on  the  stat- 
ute book,  and  a  disgrace  to  the  nation,  he  moved 
that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

The  question  was  a(;cordingly  put  from  the 
Chair,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  rejected  ?" 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lbib,  it  was  determined 
to  take  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Kelly  said,  it  had  been  remarked  that  the 
principles  of  the  bill  were  well  understood  by  all 
the  members  of  the  House.  He  could  onlv  an- 
swer for  himself,  that  he  was  not  wellacquamted 
with  those  principles.  The  subject  had  been,  it 
is  true,  discussed  in  a  former  Congress ;  but  he 
had  not  then  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  the  floor. 
He  had,  in  truth,  formed  no  decided  opinion  on 
the  subject.  He  was  not,  therefore,  at  present 
prepared  to  vote  for  rejecting  the  bill.  He  hoped 
It  would  be  suffered  to  take  the  common  course  of 
other  bills,  the  more  particularly  as  it  had  receiv- 
ed the  approbation  ot  the  other  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature, which  ought  to  be  treated  with  becom- 
ing respect.  He  trusted  a  short  postponement  of 
the  bill  would  take  place,  and  that  its  merits 
would  then  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Clark  observed  that,  if  gentlemen  attend- 
ed to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  every  mind  would 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  rejecting  it ;  a  similar 
bill  to  which  would  not,  he  believed,  be  found 
upon  the  records  of  any  body  ;  a  bill  which  had 
no  specific  object.  He  did  not  know  which  most 
to  admire,  its  insidious  tendency  or  its  absurdity. 
It  declares: 

"That,  if,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Jannairnexty 
such  sufficient  releases  as  aforesaid  shall  be  lodged  in 
the  said  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  slutU  re- 
lease to  the  United  States  and  shall  discharge  all  claima 
to  the  said  lands,  which  have  been  exhibited  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  or  which 
may  be  exhibited  and  recorded  agreeably  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act.  Congress  will  make  provision  by  law 
for  the  indemnification  of  such  claimants." 

What  is  the  bill  for  ?  What  is  its  object  ?  It 
only  enables  Congress  hereafter  to  pass  a  law;  it 
only  declares  that,  on  the  event  of  certain  thinss 
happening,  Congress  will  pass  a  law.  But  wul 
this  oblige  Congress  to  pass  a  law?  Do  your  ' 
seven  volumes  of  laws  furnish  a  single  instance 
of  Congress  declaring  that  they  will  hereafter 
pass  a  law? 
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AjB^in :  The  first  section  declares  that.  ^^  a  law 
shall  not  be  passed,  except  in  case  of  a  sufficient 
legal  release  of  all  claims  to  the  United  States." 
Now,  there  may  be  infants,  feme  coverts,  and  per- 
sons insane,  who  cannot  make  such  release.  How, 
then,  is  it  possible  for  this  provision  of  the  law  to 
be  carried  into  effect  ?  Shall  the  rights  of  these 
persons  remain  unprovided  for  ?  I  see,  said  Mr. 
U..  no  other  view  in  the  passas^e  of  this  bill  than 
this.  Those  who  have  framed  it  are  afraid  to  face 
the  question ;  they  are  ashamed  to  meet  it.  This 
is  nothing  more  than  an  entering  wedge,  to 
strengthen  the  force  of  the  claims,  by  getting  the 
Government  to  pledge  itself  to  certain  acts. 
These  men  will  then  soon  tell  you,  they  have 
been  called  upon  to  record  their  claims ;  that  their 
agents  have  been  obliged  to  attend  your  Depart- 
ments, to  receive  propositions  of  compromise.  Let 
this  act  pass,  and  ^ou  will  add  an  ounce,  a  penny- 
weight, to  the  weight  of  that  testimony  by  which 
they  ultimately  expect  to  establish  their  claim. 
The  bill  in  itself  amounts  to  nothing.  But  pass 
it  even  in  this  harmless  form,  they  will  come  for- 
ward at  the  next  session,  and  say  you  are  pledged 
te  do  something.  There  can  be  no  other  view, 
in  this  bill,  and  it  is  a  view  which,  I  think,  it  be- 
comes the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  House  decis- 
ively  to  reject. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  say  anything 
as  to  the  merits  of  this  bill.  He  rose  merely  to 
observe,  that  a  bill,  in  all  respects  similar,  had 
been  on  their  tables  for  twenty  days.  He  was, 
therefore,  opposed  to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Qreoo  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
bad  stated,  in  some  measure,  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  him  to  vote  for  th«  rejection  of  the 
bill.  The  bill  must  be  considered  as  holding  out 
some  encouragement  to  these  people.  He  had 
always  thooffht  it  best  to  meet  the  question  at 
once ;  for  which  purpose  he  had,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  brought  forward  a  resolution, 
which  he  had,  however,  been  so  unfortunate  as 
never  to  have  gotten  up.  He  hoped  this  bill  would 
be  rejected  ;  and,  if  the  bill  were  taken  up,  that  it 
would  be  on  the  resolution.  This  was  a  bill,  not 
making  any  provision,  but  only  telling  these  peo- 
ple to  bring  lorward  tneir  claim. 

Mr.  Cook  hoped  the  question  would  not  be 
taken  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 
Those  gentlemen  who  have  not  heretofore  held 
aeats  in  the  House,  are  not  adequate  so  instanta- 
neously to  judge  of  its  merits.  For  himself  he 
had  formed  no  decided  opinion.  He  was  willing 
to  give  his  vote  as  the  light  received  from  an  in- 
Testigation  of  the  subject  should  lead  him.  He 
vas  against  precipitating  a  decision,  which  would 
itiot  be  treating  the  other  branch  with  proper 
decorum. 

Mr.  Spalding  called  for  the  reading  of  that 
rule  of  the  House,  which  prohibits  a  member  from 
▼oting  on  a  question  in  which  he  is  personally 
interested. 

The  Clerk  read  the  rule. 
Mr.  GoLDSBOROuaH  said  he  was  preciselv  in 
the  situation  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, (Mr.  Kellt.)    He  had  never  investigated 


the  subject,  and  the  only  opinion  he  had  formed 
had  been  on  prejudice.  Such  opinion  as  he  did 
entertain  was  hostile  to  the  Yazoo  claims;  bot 
he  was  against  precipitate  measures.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideratioit 
of  the  bill  to  Monday. 

The  Speaker  declared   this  motion   not  in 
order. 

Mr.  G^LOSBOROUGH  said,  he  must  then  request 
to  be  excused  from  voiins. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph. — I  hope  the  bill  will  be  re- 
jected. I  have  a  very  great  respect  for  a  fall  and 
fair  discussion  of  every^  question  brought  before 
this  Assembly.  But  this  is  the  third,  and  I  do 
not  know  that  I  should  be  wrong  in  saying  it  is 
the  fourth  session  since  this  business  has  been 
pending  before  Congress.  I  believe  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  has  been  printed  twice, 
if  not  three  times,  for  the  information  of  mem- 
bers. This  bill,  we  are  told,  has  been  laying 
twenty  days  on  our  tables.  But,  had  it  come  be- 
fore the  House  but  twenty  minutes  ago,  when  we 
advert  to  the  history  of  the  business.  I  am  willing 
and  anxious  to  give  it  a  positive  and  prompt  re- 
jection. My  memory  is  unfortunately  bad.  I  do 
not,  therefore,  recollect  when  this  subject,  so  well 
denominated  the  Yazoo  subject,  was  first  brought 
into  this  House.  I  know,  however,  it  was  seve- 
ral sessions  ago,  and  I  recollect  that  it  was  attend- 
ed with  some  peculiar  circumstances.  I  recollect 
that,  important  as  the  subject  was,  the  discussion 
was  smothered  at  the  outset ;  and  when  I  take  inuy 
consideration  that  suppression  of  the  discussion, 
with  other  facts  in  my  own  knowledge,  there  is  the 
strongest  prima  facie  evidence  that  it  was  de- 
signedly smothered.'^    But  it  may  be  said  that  the 


*  This  unfounded  insinnation  has  been  already,  on  a 
former  occasion,  abundantly  repelled.  We  shall  treat 
it  on  this  occasion,  as  we  did  then,  by  a  republication 
of  the  fiicts  then  ofiered,  in  full  confidence  that  the 
public  opinion  will  be  just  and  unprejudiced.  The  ibk 
lowing  is  the  statement  which  was  then  giren : 

"  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  Geoigia  daims 
were  taken  into  consideration  by  the  House  of  Rgptre- 
sentatives  on  the  7th  day  of  February.    At  that  time 
the  editor  reported  the  debates,  and  was  at  his  scat. 
The  discussion  which  took  place  was  extremely  desnl- 
toxy  and  unimportant,  principally  involving  details, 
and  excluding  any  interesting  principle.    The  two  next 
days,  he  was  absent  from  tiie  House.    Hii  absence 
was  occasioned  by  a  severe  indisposition,  the  effect, 
probably,  of  excessive  occupation.    This  was  to  him, 
at  the  time,  cause  of  but  little  regret,  as  his  impresaioii 
was  that  the  discussion,  in  its  progress,  would  be 
equally  uninteresting.     He  had  not  the  least  idea  that 
it  was  intended  to  contest  the  principles  of  comprom»e 
proposed  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners.    In  this 
he  was  mistaken.    It  so  happened  that,  on  theM  two 
days,  those  principles  were  warmly  contested.    Ob  the 
last  day  of  Uie  debate,  he  attended  *,  but  the  speeches 
delivered  being  altogether  replicatory  to  those  previ- 
ously  pronounced,  he  did  not  report  them.     Under- 
standing, a  few  days  after,  that  it  was  the  wish  of  sev- 
eral members  that  the  most  prominent  parts  of  the  de- 
.bate  should  be  given  to  the  public,  he  declared  his  wil- 
lingness to  publish  them,  provided  that  speeches  made 
on  both  sides  could  be  obtained,  that  the  reporty  although- 
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suppression  of  that  discassion  ought  to  render  it 
more  proper  to  disc  ass  the  bill  before  you.  On 
the  contrary,  the  act  of  suppression,  three  or  four 
years  ago,  drew  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the 
subject,  and  caused  the  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers to  be  republished,  I  belieye,  in  every  newspa- 
per in  America. 

Now,  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  this 
business,  after  having  received  the  attention  of 
one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  after  having 
been  slurred  over  by  the  other  4  I  believe  it  would 
require  no  prophet  to  pronounce  on  the  events  I 
have  heard  of  a  certain  machine,  whi<ih  always 
gains  and  never  loses — a  machine,  which  plain 
wagoners  call  a  shuffling  stick.  Every  step  it 
gets  up  hill  is  sure,  .although  the  horse  be  restive, 
or  the  wagon  be  loaded  too  heavily,  or  the  driver 
be  incapable — still  it  cannot  so  back  asain. 

I  am  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  another 
reason.  This  bill  may  be  called  the  Omega,  the 
last  letter  of  the  political  alphabet ;  but,  with  me, 
it  is  the  Alpha ;  it  is  the  head  of  the  divisions 
among  the  republican  party ;  it  is  the  secret  and 
covert  cause  of  the  whole.  This  is  the  subject 
which  has  been  shoved  off  from  day  to  day,  mere- 
ly that  we  might  get  something  from  the  other 
House,  where  its  mends  were  more  numerous. 
Yes,  a  union  has  been  formed  between  Cape  Ann 
and  Marblehead,  and  the  Rio  del  Norte,  a  union  of 
the  East  with  the  West,  which  makes  j^eiitlemen 
more  touchy  and  jealous  of  one  acre  of  this  terri- 
tory than  or  all  the  real  land  of  the  United  States. 
This  has  been  seen,  and  the  nation  is  sold.  1 
say,  quo  ad  hot  or  t^,  the  nation  is  sold.    We 


imperfect,  might  be  impartial,  He  went  further,  and 
actually  applied  to  a  member  who  had  taken  aconspic^ 
nous  part  in  the  debate  for  a  sketch  of  his  remarks, 
which  he  declined  giving. 

*<  At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  session,  the  debate 
was  resumed  on  Mr.  J.  Randolph's  reeolutions.  The 
whole  of  this  debate  was  given  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, at  great  length.  On  recurring  to  a  file  of 
Uiat  paper,  it  will  be  seen,  that  this  debate  occupies 
forty  columns ;  that  the  speeches  in  favor  of  the  claims 
fill  about  eleven,  while  tiiose  against  the  claims  fiU 
about  twenty-three  columns ;  that,  of  the  latter,  the 
speeches  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph  made  about  eight  columns, 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Rodney  about  five,  and  that  of  Mr. 
Thomas  M.  Randolph  about  nine  columns ;  and  that 
of  the  former  the  only  speeches  of  considerable  length 
are  those  of  Mr.  Lyon,  occupying  about  six  columns, 
and  of  Mr.  Eustis,  occupying  about  two  columns. 

'*  So  for  from  there  having  been  the  least  indispoei* 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  editor  to  give  publicity  to  every 
word  said  on  the  Georgia  claims,  it  has  been,  and  stiU 
is,  to  him,  cause  of  regret,  that  the  above  circumstan- 
ces occasioned  the  non-appearance  of  the  first  debate. 
He  has  no  interests,  no  prejudices,  or  biasses,  on  the 
subject,  other  than  those  which  flow  from  a  regard  to 
the  public  good. 

'<  These  are  the  facts  attending  this  afiair.  They 
are  stated  to  remove  error,  and  to  show  that,  in  this 
instance,  as  in  every  other,  the  editor  has  been  guided 
by  principles  of  strict  impartiality  and  justice.  If  he 
knows  himself,  he  would  disdain  to  conduct  a  public 
print  upon  any  other  principles." — Editor  of  National 
MdUgencer. 


have  heard  of  this  thing  two  years  ago,  and  h  has 
come  to  pass.  No  prophets  so  true,  as  those  who 
have  the  means  to  bring  things  to  pass.  The 
Man  of  the  Mountain  is  the  truest  prophet  that 
ever  lived.  He  had  only  to  prophecy,  to  insure 
the  perdition  of  any  man; 

What  is  the  bill  on  which  this  House  is  called  to 
act  or  not  to  act?  If  the  gentleman  will  but  use 
half  the  intelligence  he  manifests  on  other  occa- 
sions, instead  of  asking  to  be  excused  from  giving 
a  vote,  he  will  vote  for  an  instantaneous  rejection 
of  this  bill.  The  facts  are  simply  these :  That 
in  1794  and  1795,  a  project  was  set  on  foot  to  de- 
bauch and  corrupt  the  Legislature  of  Georgiai 
and  to  obtain  for  the  projectors  a  tract  of  coun- 
try more  extensive  than  any  State  in  this  Uniop, 
and  more  fertile  than  most  of  them ;  that  this 
project  succeeded  ;  that  the  Legislature  of  QeoT' 
gia  was  bribed ;  that  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  to  be 
eaten  by  themselves,  they  transferred  the  birtbr- 
right  of  their  countrymen.  These  facts  are  m 
proof  to  the  House ;  and  instead  of  a  postpone- 
ment, gentlemen  who  want  information  have 
onlv  to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  records  on  your 
table.  The  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the 
country  in  question,  embracing  at  the  least  forty 
millions  of  acres,  was  $500,000.  This  law  exci- 
ted, as  it  ought  to  have  excited,  in  the  people  of 
Greorgia  one  general  sentiment  of  indignation. 
But  tne  corruption  had  pervaded  and  flocked  and 
overflowed  every  department  of  the  Gk)vernment. 
Grants  were  made  out,  and  the  grantees  held  the 
parchment  in  their  hands.  The  people  of  Geor- 
gia resolved  to  resort  to  first  principles.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  the  corrupt  law  was  passed  in 
1795.  In  the  subsequent  Spring  the  grand  juries 
of  the  several  counties  made  an  unanimous  pro- 
test against  its  passage ;  the  succeeding  Legisla- 
ture repealed  it,  burnt  the  parchment,  and  ex- 
posed its  authors.  And  what  are  we  now  about 
to  do  ?    Will  we,  after  following  an  illustrious 

Eatriot  to  his  grave,  sully  the  fairest  page  in  his 
istory  by  giving  a  sanction  to  this  measure? 
The  people  will  say  you  are  mere  mummjers,  act- 
ors that  put  on  false  garments  for  «  particular 
occasion,  and  the  moment  after  return  to  your 
original  insignificance.  The  law  was  burnt — it 
was  expunged  from  the  records  of  the  State,  and 
the  rescinding  act  incorporated  in  a  subsequent 
constitution  made  by  the  people.  But  the  grant- 
ees under  the  first  act — under  the  corrupt  act — 
bad  their  post-horses  and  runners  ready,  who fieW 
to  the  East  and  the  West,  the  North  and  the 
South,  and  made  sale  of  their  grants.  To  whom 
did  they  sell?  To -persons  apprized  of  the  origi- 
nal invalidity  of  the  act.  But  if  they  did  not, 
does  that  change  the  question?  Who  are  the 
Legislature  of  Geor^a  ?  The  delegates  of  the 
people  of  Georgia.  Who  were  the  sovereigns  of 
the  several  States  before  the  Revolution  ?  The 
representatives  of  the  Crown.  I  will  ask  yoti 
then  if  one  of  these  men  had  proceeded  to  give 
away  the  country,  whether  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  would  not  have  set  aside  the j^rant  ?  They 
would.  Subsequently  to  this,  the  United  States 
received  from  the  State  of  Georgia  a  grant  of 
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the  country  in  quesiiop.  and  of  other  country  not 
in  question,  lo  receiving  this  grant,  they  ac- 
.knowledged  the  validity  of  the  rescinding  act  of 
^Georgia.  The  United  States  when  they  received 
the  grant  were  apprized  of  the  preceding  trans- 
fers, and  the  acceptance  of  the  country  from  Geor- 
gia is  unequivocal  evidence  of  their  opinion  that 
.the  originsn  act  of  1795  was  null  and  void.  But 
in  a  country  so  extensive  as  this,  in  which  some 
settlements  had  been  previously  made  under  Brit- 
ish, Spanish,  and  other  grants,  from  the  State  of 
Xxeorgia,  than  those  of  1795,  it  will  be  readily  be- 
lieved there  were  many  antagonizing  claims  for 
land.  When,  therefore,  the  United  States  re- 
jceived  the  country^  from  Georgia,  they  entered 
into  a  compact  with  Georgia,  or  obtained  permis- 
sion from  her,  to  give  land  not  exceeding  five 
jmillions,  to  satisfy  claims  not  provided  for  in  the 
original  contract  with  her.  Now  the  bill  before 
you  proposes  to  give  thi^  land  as  far  as  it  goes, 
and  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to 
that  particular  class  of  claimants  whose  preten- 
sions arise  under  the  act  of  1795.  These  claims, 
under  the  act  of  1795,  are  the  last  class  of  claims 
under  the  Slate  of  Georgia  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  United  States  are  bound  to  satisfy.  There 
is  another  description  of  claims,  called  the  claims 
of  1789.  And  I  am  very  glad  the  claims  of  1789 
are  not  included  in  this  bill,  because  the  joint  in- 
terest of  the  two  classes  might  possibly  have  an 
effect  that  in  this  House  a  single  class  would  not. 
Well,  Congress  took  the  grant  of  country  in  ques- 
tion from  Georgia.  Thev  bound  themselves  to 
extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within  the 
existing  State  of  Georgia;  to  Georgia  they  stip- 
ulated to  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  they 
reserved  tne  right  of  appropriating  a  quantity  of 
lands  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  acres  to  sat- 
isfy claims  not  specially  recognised  in  the  con- 
tract with  Georgia.  The  question  now  is,  as  I 
take  it,  whether  these  five  millions  shall  go  to 
satisfy  the  claims  under  the  act  of  1795.  But  if 
it  should  be  the  sense  of  the  House  that  the  bill 
includes  those  likewise  of  1789,  it  will  not  alter, 
in  my  opinion,  the  question. 

But  I  mav  be  asked,  by  men  who  profess  not  to 
be  informea  on  this  subject,  what  is  this  act  of 
1789,  and  who  are  the  claimants  under  it,  and 
how  can  there  be  interfering  claims  for  the  same 
lands?  The  case  is  simplv  this.  In  1789  two 
companies  were  formed,  under  the  names  of  the 
South  Carolina  and  the  Virginia  Yazoo  Compa- 
nies, who  contracted  for  a  great,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  country  afterwards  purcba^^ed  by  the 
claimants  under  the  act  of  1795.  But  Georgia 
alleges  that  they  did  not  comply  with  their  con- 
tract, and  that  it  was  therefore  set  aside,  and  the 
same  lands  subsequently  sold  under  the  act  of 
1795.  Be  it  remembered  that  the  purchasers  un- 
der the  act  of  1795  were  men  of  understanding, 
of  intelligence,  of  intrigue;  designing  men  ;  spec- 
ulators; not  bullies  but  swindlers;  men  not  to  be 
imposed  on,  but  with  their  eyes  open.  They 
bought  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  equitable 
claims  oi  1789.  When  I  say  this,  1  do  not  mean 
to  advocate  the  claims  of  1789.    When  put  to  the 


test,  one  description  of  claims  will  be  found  as 
invalid  as  the  other.  But  to  whom  did  the  grant- 
ees under  the  act  of  1795  sell  ?  After  the  pre- 
sentments of  the  grand  juries — after  it  had  raog 
throughout  the  continent — that  the  whole  wasaa 
imposition  of  corruption  and  fraud,  and  after 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  circumstances,  deeds  were 
given,  one  of  which  bears  cotemporaneoos  date 
with  the  rescinding  act  of  Georgia.  After  this, 
what  did  they  do  ?  They  went  l»ck  to  Georgia; 
there  the  money  they  had  paid  was  still  lying  in 
the  treasury  of  Georgia,  with  which  Georgia  said 
she  would  nave  nothing  to  do;  after  havioff  sold 
the  lands  for  which  they  had  paid  this  half  mil- 
lion, they  drew  this  very  money  from  the  treas- 
ury of  Georgia.  Is  this  the  say-so  of  an  individ- 
ual? The  act  appears  in  the  report  of  your 
Commissioners,  composed  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  late 
Attorney  Greneral,  m  a  report  now  on  your  table, 
and  which  has  been  twice  published  under  the 
authority  of  this  House. 

Now  the  question  simply  is,  will  you  do  any- 
thing to  give  any  further  countenance  to  these 
claims?  Will  you  countenance  the  fraud  a  little 
further?  These  men  have  agents  here,  within 
your  Government,  who  hold  great  offices  under 
It.  The  whole  weight  of  the  Executive  Grovem- 
ment  presses  it  on.  We  cannot  bear  up  against 
it.  The  whole  Executive  Government  has  had 
a  bias  to  the  Yazoo  ipterest  ever  since  I  had  a 
seat  here.  This  is  the  original  sin,  which  has 
created  all  the  mischiefs  which  gentlemen  pre- 
tend to  throw  on  the  impressment  of  our  seamen, 
and  God  knows  what;  ihis  is  the  cause  of  those 
mischiefs  which  existed  years  ago. 

1  hope  I  shall  receive  credit  when  I  say  that  I 
never  rose  to  address  you  more  unprepared.  The 
bill  has  been  just  sent  down,  and  I  bad  no  inti- 
mation of  such  a  discussion.  But  I  call  on  gen- 
tlemen— not  on  those  who  have  been  advocating 
this  measure  at  the  fireside  for  four  months  past — 
but  on  men  who  are  free  from  any  impression, to 
say  whether  they  will  give  their  sanction  to  this 
iniquity ;  whether,  after  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  have  tampered  with 
members  of  this  and  the  other  House  for  yeMrs, 
they  are  prepared  to  take  that  step  which  wDl 
open  the  door  to  this  scene  still  wider  ?  What 
will  be  the  effect  of  a  postponemeut  ?  Gentle- 
men will  come  forward  and  say  the  Senate  have 
passed  a  bill  in  favor  of  these  claimants;  these 
men  will  inquire  whether  this  is  not  a  counte- 
nance of  their  claims ;  they  will  tell  you  tber 
have  transferred  their  rights  to  A,  B,  and  C,  ubuI 
at  last  resistance  will  fail,  and  you  will  give  a 
handle  to  the  axe  which  shall  lay  the  whole 
woods  in  ruins. 

I  may  be  asked  about  this  tampering  of  Exec- 
utive officers.  At  the  last  session  I  had  the  honor 
to  carry  up,  and  conduct  an  impeachment  before 
the  other  House.  It  proved  unsuccessful,  and  one 
of  the  principal  causes  was  this  Yazoo  sin.  I 
overheard  a  conversation  between  a  worthy  friend 
of  mine  from  Georgia,  who  has  gone  home,  and 


918 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESa 


914 


Mabch.  1806. 


Yazoo  C3ainu. 


H.  or  R. 


a  great  officer  of  the  Go^erDment,  when  they 
were  fittioff  up  the  green  boxes  for  the  magvates 
of  the  land.    I  heard  the  ffreat  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment tampering  with  that  man  to  get  his  vote. 
I  overheard  it.    Let  him  be  broug[ht  to  your  bar 
to-morrow,  and  he  will  tell  you  it  is  true.    Why, 
sir,  this  is  nothing;  it  is  done  every  day,  and 
every  hour  of  the  day.    It  is  there — at  the  fire- 
side— and  not  on  the  floor,  that  the  affairs  of  this 
country  are  discussed ;  and  should  this  question, 
as  a  gentleman  has  said,  be  postponed  till  to-mor- 
row— till  Sabbath  day,  on  which  holy  work  is 
ffeneraliy  done — for  myself  I  would  not  give  one 
farthing  for  the  question ;  if  an  adjournment  take 
place  till  Monday,  and  if  all  the  secret  mechan- 
ism, which  everybody  knows,  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  it.  I  would  not  give  a  farthing,for  the  issue. 
What  have  we  seen  as  late  as  yesterday?    A 
Yote  of  fifty-six  in  favor  of  a  resolution  dwindled 
down  by  conversation  in  the  lobby  to  twenty-live. 
As  lonff  as  you  adjourn  and  prolon j^  this  discus- 
sioo,  what  do  you  do?    I  am  willing  to  allow 
that  what  I  have  offered  this  morning  is  hardly 
worth  an  answer.    But  gentlemen  will  come  in 
with  their  pieces  of  paper,  with  speeches  ready 
cut  and  dry  in  reply  to  what  I  have  now  said. 
This  is  the  fashion  of  the  day — there  is  no  doubt 
of  iu    Yesterday  the  House  adjourned,  and  de- 
ferred the  consideration  of  a  resolution  declaring 
the  holding  of  civil  and  military  offices  in  one 
person  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution.   Well,  gentlemen  have  come  down  to- 
day with  their  arguments.    How  comes  it«  they 
will  say)  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  is  the  first  civil  Executive  officer? 
I  know  they  will — I  am  sure  I  am  correct.    And 
we  may  ^o  on  until  Executive  influence  shall 
becoine  like  a  bow,  which  you  may  turn  in  any 
way,  and  point  in  any  direction. 

Mr.  FiSK  said  he  was  one  of  those  unfortunate 
men  who  were  not  informed  on  this  subject ;  he 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge,  and  if  he  were  thus 
precipitately  compelled  to  give  a  vote,  it  would 
De  against  the  rejection  of  this  bill.  And  yet  he 
was  free  to  declare  he  was  undecided  as  to  the 
final  vote  he  should  give  on  this  subject.  But  he 
would  never  consent  to  vote  away  any  man's 
right  until  he  had  been  heard.  The  true  ques- 
tion at  nresent  before  us,  said  Mr.  F.,  is.  whether 
we  shall  be  allowed  further  time  to  make  up  our 
judgments  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  undertake 
to  say  that  the  information  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  given  of  the  atrocious  frauds 

Fractised  in  this  business  are  unfounded,  though 
do  wonder  that  the  persons  concerned  in  them 
have  committed  them  to  his  keeping,  or  to  deny 
that  Executive  influence  is  so  danfferous  as  he 
represents  it  to  be,  though  1  confess  I  do  not  see 
it.  But  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  the  members 
of  this  House  are  not  of  such  a  cast  as  to  be 
bought  in  four  and  twenty  hours,  or  to  be  misled 
by  any  Executive  officer.  I  am  unwilling  so  far 
to  criminate  the  character  of  a  representative  of 
the  people,  as  to  admit  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
poatpone  a  subject  for  a  short  time  for  fear  of  his 


corruption.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  so  vicious.  I  do  not  believe  this 
portrait  correct.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  post- 
poned. If  it  is  not^  I  stiall  give  my  vote  against 
its  rejection.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  subject,  though  I  am  willing  to  say  my  im- 
pressions are  unfavorable  to  the  claims. 

Mr.  QoLosBORODGB. — I  am  not  prepared  to^ive 
the  vote  of  an  honest  legislator  on  this  subiect. 
Whatever  may  be  the  information  possessed  by 
other  gentlemen.  I  have  none  on  which  to  forma 
satisfactory  decision.  I  had  heard  some  time  since 
that  the  most  satisfactory  information  on  this  sub- 
ject was  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. But  1  fnust  remind  gentlemen  that  that 
report  has  not  been  laid  on  our  tables  this  session. 
When  I  learned  this  I  endeavored  to  obtain  a  copy, 
but  without  success,  and  I  yesterday  tried  to  get 
a  pamphlet,  which,  I  understood,  contained  con- 
siderable information ;  but  in  vain.  Thus  unin- 
formed, when  this  bill  came  under  consideration 
it  became  my  duty  to  devise  some  mode  of  gettioff 
that  information  I  wanted,  and  when  I  examined 
the  rules  I  found  one  which  I  thought  admitted  a 
motion  to  postpone.  This  motion  I  accordingly 
made,  without  any  view  to  an  injurious  delay — for 
my  prejudices  are  against  the  claims.  It  is  said 
gentlemen  ought  to  be  prepared  toiroteon  this  bill, 
for  it  has  been  twenty  days  on  our  tables.  But  I 
ask  gentlemen  whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  mem* 
hers  of  this  House  to  examine  before  it  comes  be- 
fore us  every  subject  depending  before  the  Senate  ? 
Is  there  not  business  enough  before  us  fully  to  oc- 
cupy our  attention  ?  The  motion  of  postponement 
the  Chair  has  declared  out  of  order.  I  then  only 
ask  the  House  to  excuse  me  from  voting  on  this 
bill.  I  will  only  add,  that  it  is  a  subject  with 
which  I  never  *had  anything  to  do,  and  that  I  know 
no  man  who  is  particularly  concerned  in  it. 

Mr.  Sail{«t  hoped  the  gentleman  .would  not 
be  excused.  He  said  he  stood  himself  in  the  same 
situation,  and  was  unprepared  to  vote  upon  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  excusing  Mr. 
GoLDSBoaouGB  from  voting,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  58,  nays  51. 

Mr.  Kellt  said  he  was  likewise  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  asking  to  be  excused.  It  was  true  the 
bill  as  offered  to  the  Senate  had  lain  some  tiihe  on 
their  tables ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  bills  gen- 
erally underwent  considerable  alteration  previous 
to  their  passage,  and  there  had  been  no  reason  to 
infer  that  this  would  not  be  the  case  with  the  pre- 
sent bill.  He  said  that  he  had  some  time  since 
taken  considerable  pains  to  inform  himself  on  this 
subject,  when  there  was  a  prospect  of  its  being 
brought  before  the  House ;  but  the  information 
he  had  obtained  was  imperfect,  and  that  he  had 
not  had  time  to  compare  the  facts  attending  the.  busi- 
ness with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  on  the  table, 
so  as  to  be  enabled  to  give  a  faithful  and  honest 
vote.  The  decision  being  thus  hurried,  placed  him 
under  the  necessity  of  asking  to  be  excused  from 
voting.  As  to  himself,  he  would  declare  that  he 
had  had  no  concern  in  this,  or  indeed  in  any  other 
speculation  ;  nor  were  there  any  persons  interest- 
ed in  it  for  whom  he  felt  a  peculiar  regard. 
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Mr.  Thomas  said  he  should  vote  agrainst  ez- 
cubiog  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  He 
observed  that  there  would  be  no  inconsistency  in 
TOting  against  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  and  aiter- 
vards  against  the  bill  itself,  if,  on  consideration, 
it  appeared  improper  to  pass  it.  In  the  exigency 
in  which  the  House  were  placed,  by  their  being 
forced  thus  precipitately  to  act  on  this  business, 
the  only  proper  course,  m  his  opinion,  was  to  vote 
against  rejecting  the  bill,  thereby  allowing  time 
for  examining  it.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would 
not  be  excused  from  voting,  or  any  other  member, 
unless  he  was  personally  interested. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  he  should  vote  for 
the  rejection  of  this  bill  more  heartily  than  he  had 
ever  voted  on  any  subject  in  the  course  of  his  life. 
If  he  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  enormous  vil- 
lany  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  he  should  still 
rote  for  iu  rejection,  because  it  carried  with  it 
one  principle,  which  he  could  never  agree  to  sanc- 
tion with  his  vote,  it  vested  the  House  with  both 
a  legislative  and  judicial  character. 

Mr.  Conrad  said  it  was  painful  to  him  to  hear 
sentlemen  asking  to  be  excused  from  voting  on 
tnis  or  any  other  subject,  as  he  was  convinced  the 
correct  course  was  to  allow  time  on  all  subjects 
for  forming^  a  dispassionate  judgment.  This  too, 
he  believed,  was  the  first  time  this  indulgence  had 
ever  been  denied  in  this  House.  For  himself,  he 
said  he  was  prepared  to  vote  on  the  Yazoo  busi- 
ness in  every  shape  it  mip;ht  assume  ;  because  it 
was  among  the  most  odious  things  he  had  ever 
heard  of.  He  said  he  detested  and  abhorred  the 
whole  business.  But  he  was,  at  the  same  time, 
Willing  to  give  other  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to 
make  up  their  minds.  He  concluded  by  saying 
he  considered  the  motion  of  postponement  strictly 
in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  excusing  Mr. 
Kellt  from  voting,  and  passed  in  the  negative — 
yeas  49,  nays  58. 

Mr.  Smilie. — The  question  returns  on  rejecting 
the  bill.  I  regret  that  this  decision  is  thus  pressed. 
It  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  seen  members  in 
the  situation  in  which  they  are  now  placed.  I 
wish  a  small  delay  had  been  allowed— but  Mr. 
Speaker  has  decided  a  motion  to  postpone  to  be 
out  of  order,  and  there  is  no  remedy.  The  ques- 
tion being  to  be  taken  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill 
I  shall  vote  for  it.  I  never  had  but  one  sentiment 
on  that  subject,  although  I  never  could  consider  it 
of  such  magnitude  as  some  appear  to  consider  it. 
I  ever  believed  it  improper  for  the  legislative  body 
to  decide  on  these  claims.  But  that  this  question 
has  drawn  in  all  the  consequences  that  we  have 
heard  stated  to-day  by  the^entleman  from  Virginia, 
that  is,  has  influenced  this  House  in  the  decision 
of  every  other  question,  I  cannot  believe — that 
the  representatives  of  the  American  people  are  so 
eorrupt  that  in  the  course  of  a  single  evening  they 
may  be  made  by  the  Executive  to  adopt  anything 
they  please,  I  cannot  believe.  This  is  such  a  pic- 
ture of  the  members  of  this  House  as  I  do  not 
think  any  member  is  authorized  to  draw.  Nay, 
the  member  ha[s  referred  to  a  case  in  which  a 


strange  influence  is  represented  to  have  been  ex- 
erted, where  there  was  not  a  minute  to  spare.  Mr. 
Speaker,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  members  of 
this  House  can  get  behind  their  seats,  and  a  few 
influence  all  the  rest  on  a  question  of  the  kst 
moment — on  a  question  on  which  the  Constitmion 
of  our  country  is  involved  ?  Gk>od  Gk>d  1  is  the 
House  so  corrupt  ?  But  I  will  say  no  more  on  this 
subject^every  member  who  hears  me  knows  they 
are  not. 

Mr.  Conrad  said,  he  should  vote  for  rejecting 
the  bill.  He  thought  some  hrther  time  ought  to 
be  allowed,  and  if  any  of  the  youns^r  members 
would  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair^  he 
would  second  the  motion. 

A  member  called  for  the  reading  of  the  hill  for 
information.* 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  opposed  the  caU,  and  asked 
whether  it  had  not  already  been  read  twice. 

Mr.  Crowninsbield  said  he  hoped  it  wonldbe 
read  twenty  times,  if  necessary. 

The  Speaker  put  the  question  on  its  being  read, 
which  was  carried  by  a  laree  majority. 

Mr.  Kelly  said,  he  thougtit  there  ought  not  to 
be  a  line  of  distinction  drawn  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  therefore  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  excusing  Mr.  GOLDSBOROUGB 
from  voting ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  res- 
olution to  excuse  him  rescinded — yeas, 64,  nays  44* 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said,  he  hoped  the  bill  woold 
be  rejected,  and  that  an  end  would  be  put  to  the 
miserable  farce  of  begging  to  be  excosed  from  vo- 
ting, when  gentlemen  could  answer  the  same  por- 
pose,  a  thing  which  was  every  day  practised,  by 
stepping  aside.  He  hoped  that  if  they  did  not 
wish  to  vote  they  would  take  this  conrse,«nd  that 
the  House  would  no  longer  be  pestered  with  their 
motions.  What  I  are  gentlemen  afraid  to  lose  a 
Yazoo  vote  7  They  first  excused  one  member  from 
votinff.  But  they  found  that  this  would  not  do, 
and  they  therefore  refused  excusing  another,  and 
not  satisfied  with  this,  they  most  reconsider  their 
first  vote,  and  get  a  Yazoo  vote  back  a^n.  This 
is  the  plain  case.  I  hope  we  shall  not  rise  till  we 
have  the  question.  Were  I  disposed  to  i>ostpoae 
the  proceeding  of  this  House,  I  should  be  in  favor 
of  delaying  this  decision  till  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Nicholson)  now  absent^  sbooJd 
return  into  the  House — that  is  an  anti- Yazoo 
vote ;  and  everybody  knows  it.  That  is  a  man 
of  honorable  views,  who  having  at  first  been  ca- 

t'oled  into  an  acquiescence  in  the  claims,  without 
laving  sufficiently  examined  them,  had  afterwards 
virtue  and  magnanimity  enough  to  acknowledgre 
that  he  had  been  wrong,  and  to  declare  that  he 
would  not  commit  the  keeping  of  his  reputation  to 
Yazoo  men. 

When  I  was  up  before,  I  omitted  to  say  manv 
things  that  have  a  bearing  on  this  question,  asll 
may  have  said  several  things  that  had  no  bearing 
on  it.  But  there  is  one  fact  which  I  omitted — 
that  a  man,  not  a  Georgian — he  lived  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Savannah  river — if  I  am  not  correct  in 
my  statement  let  the  Georgia  delegates  correct 
me — this  man  happened  to  be  admitted  into  the 
secrets  of  the  Divan,  who  had  done  a  deed  withovt 
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a  name,  who  had  corrupted  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia.  He  went  home,  and  he  was  blockhead 
enough  to  speak  what  he  thought,  notwithstanding 
his  principles  and  his  promises.  He  was  used  like 
a  grubbing  hoe  to  do  dirty  work  and  then  thrown 
aside  as  a  useless  engine.  He  told  others  what  he 
knew.  Mark  the  catastrophe — at  a  still  hour  of 
the  night,  without  being  the  enemy  of  any  mortal 
man,  he  was  shot.  And  it  is  from  this  fact 
that  we  now  want  on  this  question  the  benefit  of 
a  witness,  who  was  murdered  in  cold  blood,  and 
whose  testimony  has  thus  been  prevented  from 
being  brought  rorward  to  this  or  other  tribunals 
before  which  these  claims  mav  be  brought.  This 
fact  is  a  truth  as  notorious  as  tne  massacre  of  Bos- 
ton or  the  battle  of  Concord. 

But,  we  are  told  by  some  gentlemen  that  this 
is  not  a  question  of  magnitude.  What  is  a  ques- 
tion of  magnitude?  If  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  to  go  to  war  with  Britain  for  a  three 
penny  tax  on  tea,  is  not  that  a  question  of  mag- 
nitude— for  there  is  a  great  political  princinle  in- 
Tclved  in  that  tax.  And  what  is  the  real  state 
of  the  country  7  The  qaarter  from  which,  we 
hare  most  to  dread  is  speculators — land-jobbers, 
and  if  you  can  preserve  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity inviolable  affainst  them,  your  inferior  in- 
terests are  safe.  And  where  do  we  find  every  land- 
jobber,  in  actione  or  pasfu,  but  rallying  round  this 
iniquity  ?  And  what  will  be  the  event  if,  by  little 
and  little,  you  sanction  these  claims — the  preten- 
sions of  these  men — but  that  you  will  fall  beneath 
the  power  of  Yazoo  men — of  speculators  in  land 
and  paper  scrip?  And  is  not  this  a  question  of 
magnitude,  Whether  a  country  embracing  forty 
millions  of  acres  shall  be  bartered  away  ?  And 
is  it  not  a  great  principle,  whether  a  Legislative 
body  has  a  right  to  sell  their  votes,  and  whether 
the  rights  vested  by  them  shall  pass  ?  No,  the 
question  whether  you  shall  lay  a  duty  of  two  per 
cent,  is  a  question  of  magnitude,  ana  is  reported 
at  full  length ;  but  this  is  not  a  question  of  mag- 
nitude !  Yes,  they  all  draw  together !  Yesterday 
you  decided  that  contractors  were  not  officers. 
Now,  mark,  if  the  contractors  and  YazOo  men  do 
not  draw  together,  to  null  this  thing  out  of  the 
mire ;  it  is  a  thing  well  understood,  and  we  well 
understand  the  men  who  advocate  it. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asks, 
Are  we  a  set  of  men  so  corrupt  ?  Is  this,  indeed, 
the  state  of  things?  The  gentleman  ought  to 
know  there  are  different  sorts  of  corruption.  There 
is  a  corruption  of  interest,  that  is  number  one ; 
there  is  a  corruption  of  timidity,  which  consists 
in  men  not  saying  what  they  think,  that  is  number 
two ;  there  ]&  a  corruption  of  Court  influence — 
of  party — and  there  is  a  corruption,  which,  though 
last  is  not  least,  the  corruption  ot  irreconcilable, 
personal  animosity — a  corruption  which  will  en- 

gage  a  man  to  go  all  lengths  to  injure  him  whom 
e  hates  and  despises,  or  rather,  whom  he  cannot 
despise,  because  he  hates.  And  when  we  take  all 
these  considerations  into  question,  and  that  there 
are  men  now  ready  to  grasp  your  lands  in  Ohio, 
in  Indiana,  and  your  other  territories,  are  we 
willing  to  become  parties  to  this  solemn  league 


and  covenant  ?  If  we  carry  on  this  affair  one 
step  farther,  what  will  be  the  situation  of  the  na- 
tion ?  I  call  on  gentlemen  (whom  I  have  no  right 
to  consider  under  the  influence  of  personal  or  pri- 
vate interest)  to  vote  with  effect  this  day,  or  to  give 
up  their  country  to  the  fate  that  futurity  has  other-' 
wise  in  store  for  it — to  discard  all  idea  of ''  scratch 
me,  and  I'll  tickle  you."  It  is  out  of  the  chances 
of  futurity  for  this  Assembly,  or  this  nation,  to  be 
corrupted  from  any  other  source  than  land.  There 
is  no  other  fund  can  do  it.  But  where  is  the  use 
of  taking  airs  on  ourselves,  and  pretending  to 
more  virtues  in  our  public  than  we  get  credit  for 
in  our  private  capacities  ?  Look  at  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia.  That  body  was  composed  of  men 
with  the  same  flesh  and  blood  with  ourselves. 
They  were  bought,  and  they  followed  the  fate  of 
every  political  body  under  the  sun.  They  died  a 
natural  death.  The  whole  question  is,  how  long 
you  shall  keep  this  period  off,  and  whether  jrou 
will  take  poison  to-day,  or  live  out  the  time  which 
God  has  allotted  to  you?  Yes!  who  were  the 
legislators  of  G^eorgia?  They  were  the  same 
men.  elected  by  the  same  freeholders,  possessed 
of  the  same  qualifications,  and.  in  many  respects, 
the  same  men,  who  are  now  on  this  floor.  I  ask 
if  my  excellent  friend  from  Georgia  is  more  in- 
corrupt than  the  Georgia  Legislature  were  pre- 
sumed to  be?  You  may  Qz  what  stamp  you 
please,  a  garter  to  the  knee,  or  insignia  to  the 
oreast,  men  are  still  liable  to  the  same  feelingSi 
the  same  temper,  the  same  fallibility. 

We  are  told  that  this  is  a  question  on  which 
we  ought  to  have  a  dispassionate  discussion.  I 
am  always  for  a  dispassionate  consideration  of 
every  important  question  before  it  is  acted  on; 
and  I  have  given  to  this  a  dispassionate  examina- 
tion. But,  I  should  despise  myself,  if  I  could 
come  into  this  Assembly,  and,  like  a  cold-blooded 
naturalist,  weigh  the  corruption  of  certain  indi- 
viduals or  Georgia  against  the  corruption  of  offi- 
cers of  this  Government.  I  should  despise  myself, 
if  I  could  dispassionately  weigh  the  one  against 
the  other,  and  find  the  one  outweighed  the  other 
half  a  drachm.  The  whole  territory  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  is  at  stake.  Say  this  bill 
shall  not  be  rejected,  falter,  and  what  will  be  the 
effect  ?  The  whole  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  will  follow  the  fate  of  the  Yazoo 
business.  It  most  certainly  will.  With  all  our 
virtue,  there  is  land  enough  in  the  United  States 
to  buy  us,  and  wo  be  to  him  that  is  put  into  this 
state  of  temptation.  Let  no  man  thiuK  too  highly 
of  his  own  incorruptibility.  There  was  a  Cato 
in  the  time  of  Rome,  and  I  am  willing,  if  it  will 
satisfy  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania*  to  allow 
him  to  be  the  man.  But,  what  will  become  of 
this  Assembly  when  you  brinff  into  play  a  hun- 
dred millions  of  acres,  and  Ulk  of  the  fund  from 
which  the  British  Parliament  is  corrupted  ?  Once 
pass  this  bill,  and  the  fund  of  the  British  Ministry 
will  dwindle  into  insignificance.  Go  and  engender 
Yazoo,  and  this  curse  of  speculation,  like  the 
members  of  the  polypus,  cut  it  in  as  many  pieces 
as  you  please,  will  appropriate  to  itself  a  new 
body?    Where  are  you?  You  are  now  free.   But 
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how  long  will  you  remain  so,  after  givioff  your 
sancttOQ  to  this  bill?  What  hare  we  seen?  We 
have  seen  a  question  of  momentous  Constitu- 
tional importance  brought  forward  in  this  House. 
.What  have  we  done?  It  is  a  standing  Pariia- 
menfary  jest,  like  the  question  of  Parliamentary 
reform,  in  another  body,  after  the  accession  of  a 
great  political  reformer  to  the  Ministry.  I  speak 
of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  relative  to 
the  tenure  of  the  judicial  office,  and  the  propo- 
sition to  purge  this  Assembly  of  contractors.  It 
has  gone  to  the  family  vault  of  all  the  Capulets, 
and  a  requiem  has  been  sun^  over  them.  The 
gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
have  chanted  repose  to  tneir  souls. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  asks  if  it 
18  possible  that  in  half  an  hour,  or  in  a  few  hours,  at 
the  fire-side,  or  elsewhere,  the  vote  of  this  assem- 
bly can  be  changed? — are  we  indeed  so  corrupt? 
Why,  I  have  no  hesitation  to  say,  and  I  believe  I 
am  not  out  of  order  in  saying  so,  the  cause  which 
principally  drew  my  attention  was  this:  When 
a  gentleman  who  uniformly  presides  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  with  great  dignity,  was  compell- 
ed to  have  recourse  to  strong  measures  to  preserve 
decprum,  I  was  surprised  to  see  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  quitting  his  seat,  leavipg  his 
own  province,  and  coming  over  to  our  fire-side, 
purposely  to  create  a  disturbance.  I  wish  to  be 
understood,  before  I  sit  down,  as  not  having  made 
a  single  allusion  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
(Mr.  FisK,)  I  abjure  the  idea.  But  I  did  hear 
gentlemen  who  are  the  most  eager  advocates  of 
the  Yazoo  claims,  declare  time  was  not  allowed 
to  consider  them,  and  when  I  witnessed  such  un- 
hlushinff  effrontery,  I  could  not  withhold  the  re- 
marks f  made.  What  will  be  the  efiect  of  a  sim- 
ple vote  of  this  House,  that  this  bill  shall  not  pass, 
taken  secundum  artemj  more  majorum?  It  will 
be  this,  that  the  House  are  of  opinion  that  there 
are  some  errors  in  its  details,  some  inaccuracy  in 
it  which  ought  not  to  be  admitted,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  is  rejected.  And  what  will  this  prove  to 
men  who  will  not  see  the  sun  at  mid-day?  To 
Yazoo  men.  blind  to  all  iniquity  perpetrated  in 
Georgia?  They  will  tell  you  it  may  have  been  re- 
jected on  account  of  some  small  defect;  they  will 
<:ome  forward  at  the  next  session  with  an  acces- 
sion of  strength,  and  you  will  have  the  same  ground 
to  go  over  again.  Hence  the  necessity  for  the 
explicit,  prompt,  and  strongly  marked  inaignation 
of  this  House  in  its  immediate  rejection.  A  man 
who  shall  merely  vote  against  the  bill  in  its  last 
stage  shall  not  by  me  be  considefed  as  merely 
committed,  we  shall  not  know  what  his  reasons 
are  for  his  vote;  but  a  man  who  votes  in  this  stage 
of  the  business  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill  can- 
not be  considered  as  a  trimmer^  he  will  show 
himself  to  be  a  decided  man  against  it  under  all 
modifications.  Under  present  circumstances  it  is 
of  the  last  importance  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives should  do  what  they  have  a  legislative 
right  to  do — say  that  this  bill  shall  be  rejected ;  that 
the  hopes  of  the  claimants  may  be  crushed  as  far 
as  they  can  be  by  a  vote  of  this  House. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOROuoH.^I  did  not  stand  in  need 


of  the  injunction  of  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia, 
if  I  wished  to  decline  voting  on  this  occasion,  to 
go  out  of  the  bar ;  but  so  long  as  I  hold  a  seat  in 
this  House  I  will  never  consent  to  do  this.  For 
I  should  think  myself  placed  in  a  most  contempti- 
ble situation,  if  any  of  my  constituents  should  ask 
me  what  vote  I  gave  on  a  particular  occasion,  I 
should  be  obliged  to  tell  him  that  instead  of  giv- 
ing a  vote  I  skulked  behind  the  bar. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  assured  the  gentle- 
man he  imputed  to  him  no  improper  motiTe.  He 
had  been  totally  misunderstood  if  the  gentleman 
drew  any  such  inference,  from  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROuoH  said  he  was  gratified  hj 
the  gentleman's  explanation,  but  he  hoped  he 
would  be  permitted  to  eo  on.  When  he  had  de- 
sired a  postponement  till  Monday,  it  was  from  the 
best  motives.  He  said  he  carea  nothing  for  the 
Yazoo  claims;  he  had  no  interest  in  them.  He 
was  sorry  the  vote  excusing  him  from  voting  had 
been  re-considered.  He  deemed  himself  at  lib- 
erty at  all  times  to  decline  voting  when  he  was 
not  duly  informed ;  he  should  not,  therefore,  Tote 
on  the  piesent  occasion. 

Mr.  Kelly  said  he  should  vote  af^inst  the  re- 
jection of  this  bill,  to  allow  further  time  for  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  without  pledging  himself 
how  he  should  vote  on  its  finafpassage. 

Mr.  Sailly  said  he  did  not  wish  to  gire  a  rote 
without  information.  He  thought  this  business 
unnecessarily  hurried.  He  considered  it  the  duty  of 
the  new  members,  who  were  not  informed  on  i^ 
to  vote  against  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  which  was 
the  only  way  of  refuting  such  arbitrary  conducL 

The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  bill  be  re- 
jected, and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  62, 
nays  54,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  BarweU  Bas- 
sett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  William  Blackledge,  Joha 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Williaia 
Butler,  Levi  Casey,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Claik, 
Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick 
Conrad,  John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  M.  Oarnett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray, 
Andrew  Ghregg,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  David 
Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib, 
Duncan  McFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masten^ 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Ifonow, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton^ 
jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  Thom- 
as M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob 
Richards,  Thomas  Sammons,  'J^homas  Sandford,  Ebe- 
nezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  South* 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
John  WhitehUl,  Robert  Whitehill,  DavM  R.  WilUaou^ 
Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  ana  Joseph  Win- 
ston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas 
Betton,  Barnabas  Bid  well,  John  Campbell,  John  Chand- 
ler, Martin  Chittenden,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Dickson,  James  Elliot, 
Caleb  Ellis,  Bbenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  Waiiam 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Seth  Hastings,  William  Helms,  David  Hough,  John  G. 
Jackson,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Matthmr 
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Lyon,  William  McCreery,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Mogelj,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin  jun., 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rusaell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  6. 
Schuneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Eli- 
phalet  Wickes,  Marmadnke  Williams,  and  Nathan 
WUliams. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  ad- 

I'ouFD.  He  said  that  a  few  days  ago  the  House 
lad  adjourned  on  account  of  the  death  of  General 
JacksoD.  H^  hoped  they  would  now  adjourn  on 
account  of  his  resurrection.  For  he  had  told  him, 
that  if  he  could  give  a  death-blow  to  the  Yazoo 
business,  he  should  die  in  peace. — Adjourned, 
yeas  58. 


Tuesday,  April  1. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  third  of  December  last,  on  the  suoject  or 
post  offices  and  post  roads,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  whom  was 
committed,  on  the  twenty  first  ultimo,  the  bill 
further  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of  the 
officers  of  the  army  serving  in  Louisiana,  referred 
to  him  by  an  order  of  the  House  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  ultimo;  which  was  read,  and  refeued  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EARLVffrom  the  joint  committee  appointed, 
to  consider  and  report  what  business  is  necessary 
to  be  done  by  Congress  in  the  present  session, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
ieotitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
cases,  to  the  Territorial  courts."  No  amendment 
being  made,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  *An  act 
regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes, 
as  is'contained  in  the  second  section  thereof^"  with 
several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  recede 
from  their  amendment  disagreed  to  by  this  House, 
and  insisted  on  by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensations  of 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives." so  far  as  to  admit  a  modification  there- 
of, in  contormity  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Conference. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Rebecca  Hodgson,  widow  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  de- 
ceased, made  the  following  report : 

That  the  petitioner's  husband,  when  living,  leased 
to  Samael  Dexter,  as  Secretary  of  War,  a  dweUing- 


house,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  use  of  the 
War  Department :  tliat,  amongst  other  things,  it  was 
covenanted  by  the  lessee  to  surrender  the  demised 
premises,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  in  good  repair; 
ordinary  decay  and  inevitable  casualties  excepted :  that 
the  house  was  consumed  by  fire,  not  occasioned  by 
lightning,  nor  by  the  fault  or  negligence  of  the  lessee ; 
but,  as  is  rendered  highly  prot^ble  from  the  evidence, 
by  a  serious  defect  in  the  original  construction  of 
the  building:  that  a  suit  was  instituted  against  Mr. 
Dexter,  upon  the  covenant  beforementioned,  which  ter* 
minated  in  his  favor,  on  the  ground  that,  if  any  liabil- 
ity grew  out  of  the  transaction,  it  attached  to  him  in 
his  official,  not  in  his  individual  capacity;  in  which 
case  the  (Government,  and  not  the  officer,  was  to  be 
considered  accountable:  that  no  other  question  relating 
to  the  merits  seems  to  have  been  agitated  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  where  the  cause 
was  ultimately  decided:  and  that  it  remains  for  the 
Legislature  to  determine  whether,  from  the  foregoing 
statement,  the  Government  is  bound,  in  justice,  to 
make  the  reparation  prayed  for  by  the  petitioner. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  subject,  your 
committee  can  discover  no  sufficient  reasons  for  recom- 
mending the  desired  relief.  They  are  of  opinion  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MICHIGAN  TERRITORY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  various 
bills  relative  to  the  Michigan  Territory.  Various 
amendments  were  made  to  these  bills. 

Mr.  Jaceson  moved  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Governor  from  2,000  to  3,500  dollars^  which 
motion  was  disagreed  to  without  a  division,  as 
was  a  motion  to  augment  it  to  3,000. 

A  motion  to  allow  2,500  dollars  was  disaffreed 
to— aves  18 ;  when  2^0()0  dollars  were  agreed  to. 

In  nxiog  the  salaries  of  the  judges,  Mr.  Jack- 
son proposed  to  allow  the  chief  judge  1,600 
dollars — motion  lost. 

It  was  then  agreed  to  allow  1,000  dollars— ayes 
49  noes  35.  And  the  same  sum  to  the  associate 
judges— ayes  42,  nays  40.  The  salary  of  the 
Secretary  was  fixed  at  900  dollars — ayes  53. 

The  Cfommittee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  bills,  with  sundry  amendments,  in 
which  the  House  concurred. 

Mr.  Varndm  said  he  observed  a  proTisioo  in 
one  of  these  bills  authorizing  the  admission  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union, 
whenever  their  numbers  should  amount  to  40,000. 
He  wished  to  know,  on  what  principle  a  different 
rule  was  applied  to  this  Territory  trom  that  ap* 
plied  to  the  other  Territories. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY  moved  to  strike  out  the  section* 
He  observed  that  when  their  population  amount- 
ed to  60,000  they  must  be  admitted.  Until  that 
period,  under  the  present  acts,  the  power  of  an 
earlier  admission  was  discretionary  with  Con- 
gress. He  thought  it  best  that  the  business  should 
rest  on  this  footing. 

Mr.  Jackson  advocated  the  section.  He  re- 
marked that  the  course  pursued  relative  to  the 
Northwestern  Territory  afforded  a  precedent  in 
point,  as  they  were  formed  into  a  State  when 
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their  numbers  but  little,  if  at  all,  exceeded  40,000. 
Nor  could  it  be  consistent  with  republican  policy 
to  keep  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  in  a 
state  of  vassalage  to  the  longest  period  within  the 
power  of  the  United  States.  By  admitting  them 
into  the  Union  at  an  early  period,  we  should  most 
effectually  conciliate  their  affection  and  insure 
their  fittachment  to  us;  whereas,  by  withholding 
this  priTilege  we  may  proportionably  estrange 
their  regard.  This  provision  would  likewise  su- 
persede the  trouble  of  acting  on  the  annual  me- 
morials which,  it  was  probable,  would  be  present- 
ed to  Congress.  It  would  also  p^romote  the  set- 
tlement of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,  and 
afford  it  a  protection  without  resort  to  a  military 
force. 

Mr.  Smilie  replied — when  the  question  was 
taken  on  striking  out  the  section  and  carried — 
ayes  71. 

The  bills  were  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

PLURALITY  OP  OPFICES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Randolph,  the  House 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  sundry  resolutions  agreed  to  by  them  on  the 
28th  ultimo.  When  the  question  was  put  on  con- 
curring in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  their  agreement  to  the  second  resolution. 
as  follows: 

2d  Resohtd — ^That  the  union  of  a  plurality  of  offi- 
ces in  the  person  of  a  single  individual,  but  more  espe- 
dally  of  the  miiitaiy  with  the  civil  anUiority,  is  repug- 
nant to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  tends  to  the  introducing  of  an  arbitrary 
Oovemment 

Mr.  BiDWfiLL  said,  he  would  very  concisely  as- 
sign his  reasons  for  voting  against  this  resolution. 
It  declares  that  ^'  the  union  or  a  plurality  of  offices 
'  in  the  person  of  a  single  individual,  but  more 
'  especially  of  the  military  with  the  civil  author- 
<  itv,is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution 
'  or  the  United  States,and  tends  to  the  introducing 
'  of  an  abitrary  Government."  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  was  not  a  correct  declaration.  If  the 
Constitution  itself  be  referred  to,  it  will  appear 
that  it  recognises  an  union  of  civil  and  military 
officers  in  the  same  person.  Such  an  union  is  to 
be  found  in  th«  First  Ma^trate  of  the  United 
Statei,  who  exercises  the  highest  Executive  civil 
functions,  and  is  at  the  same  time  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  of  the  militia 
while  in  actual  service.  The  same  principle  per- 
vaded the  Constitution,  he  believed,  or  every 
State.  There  was  also  an  union  of  civil  and 
military  authority  in  several  offices,  by  acts  of 
CongrM.  This  was  the  case  with  the  marshals 
in  certain  cases,  and  officers  who  are  charged  with 
the  superintendence  of  Territorial  affairs.  If  it 
were  proper,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  I  do  not  think  it  is, 
by  a  vote  of  this  House,  to  underUke  to  define 
the  Constitution,  it  still  appears  to  me  that  we 
cannot  consistently  say  that  the  union  of  a  plu- 
rality of  offices  in  the  person  of  a  single  indivi- 
dual, but  more  especially  of  the  military  with 
the  civil  authority,  is  repugaaat  to  the  spirit  of 


the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  A  decla- 
ration of  that  kind  would  be  a  vote  of  censure  on 
the  people  of  the  whole  United  States,  for  having 
adopted  the  Federal  Constitution,  on  the  people 
of  tne  several  States,  for  having  adopted  their  con- 
stitutions, and  on  the  Legislatures  under  both  Gov- 
ernments, for  having  passed  laws  which  author- 
ized such  an  union. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said,  the  objections  of  the  gentle- 
man arose  from  not  having  properly  considered 
the  nature  of  the  union  of  civil  and  military  of- 
fice in  the  First  Magistrate.  By  the  Constitution, 
the  military  was  placed  in  strict  subordination 
to  the  civil  power.  For  this  reason  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  placed  under  his  control 
all  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy.  The  union 
contemplated  in  the  resolution  before  you,  said 
Mr.  C.,  is  that  which  giv^es  the  actual  discharge 
of  civil  powers  to  an  officer  who  has  actual  com- 
mand of  your  army.  I  ask  if  it  was  ever  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  Constitution,  that  the 
President  should  in  person  head  your  armies  and 
command  your  fleets?  I  believe  not.  There 
exists  in  one  of  the  Territories  such  an  union  as 
is  contemplated  in  the  resolution.  In  Louisiana 
a  person  noldiog  the  office  of  Governor,  is  at 
the  same  time  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  his  appointment 
of  Brigadier  Gknersd.  Will  any  man  pretend  to 
say  that  an  union  of  offices,  such  as  these,  the 
discharge  of  whose  duties  is  incompatible,  is  snch 
an  union  as  is  contemplated  in  the  Constitution  ? 
No  ;  the  union  in  the  Constitution  was  onJf  in- 
tended to  give  the  President  a  control  over  the 
Army  and  Navy ;  while  this  resolution  contem- 
plates the  positive  and  actual  union  of  powers  in 
the  same  person,  powers,  which  at  the  same  time 
he  may  be  called  upon  to  exercise  at  different  and 
distant  places.  To  separate  these  powers  is  the 
object  of  the  resolution.  I  hope  the  resdntion 
will  be  agreed  to,  and  the  separation  take  place. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  should 
have  anv  objection  to  the  third  resolution,  al- 
though ne  had  not  made  up  his  mind  upon  iL 
But  with  regard  to  the  resolution  under  consid- 
eration, he  could  not  agree  to  it.  He  did  not  know 
that  there  was  a  ri^ht  in  that  House  to  declare 
what  the  Constitution  was.  The  Constifntion 
must  speak  for  itself,  and  they  had  no  right  to 
supply  any  deficiency  in  it.  When  a  particular 
case  occurred  they  might  construe  it^  but  he  never 
heard  of  an  instance  where  a  Liegt^ative  bod j 
put  a  construction  upon  it  without  the  existence 
of  a  particular  case ;  nor  did  he  believe  they  pos- 
sessed such  a  power.  The  resolution  declared 
an  union  of  a  pluralty  of  offices  in  the  same  per- 
son repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 
He  did  not  know  where  to  find  that  spirit  but 
in  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  He  had  look* 
edit  carefully  over,  and  had  not  been  able  to  find 
a  single  expression  that  warranted  such  an  infer- 
ence. He  called  on  gentlemen  to  point  their  fin- 
ger to  a  sinffle  section  of  it  that  justified  the 
inference.  If  at  this  rate  they  continued  to  sup- 
ply its  defects,  he  did  not  know  where  the  thing 
would  end.    He  himself  thought  the  instnmoit 
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verf  defecti7e,  yet  he  never  thought  himself  at 
liberty  to  remedy  the  defects  but  in  the  way 
pointed  out  in  the  Constitution.  If  examined  it 
would  be  found,  as  it  originally  stood,  to  be  ex- 
tremely defective.  In  providing  for  the  powers 
of  the  Government  it  had  almost  entirely  over- 
looked the  rights  of  individuals.  These  defects 
excited  great  objection  to  the  instrument.  They 
were,  however,  supplied  by  the  first  Congress, 
and  gentlemen  would  find  that  almost  all  the 
amendments  which  have  been  incorporated  into 
it,  go  to  secure  the  rights  of  individuals.  Though 
these  amendments  constitute  what  might  be  call- 
ed the  marrow  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  S.  said, 
he  should  not  have  considered  himself  authorized, 
if  they  had  not  taken  place,  to  remedy  the  evil  in 
any  other  than  a  Constitutional  way.  But  he  did 
not  deny  that  it  was  a  defect  in  the  Constitution, 
that  the  military  and  civil  authorities  were  not 
kept  separate.  But  the  simple  question  was,  had 
they  a  rieht  under  the  Constitution  to  separate 
them  1  He  thought  not.  In  every  point  of  view, 
he  said,  in  which  he  contemplated  the  resolution, 
he  thought  it  one  of  the  most  dangerous  attacks 
on  the  Constitution  he  had  ever  heard  of. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph. — My 'friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  left  me  little  to  say  on  the  ques- 
tion, &nd  indeed  I  have  heard  nothing  in  the 
shape  of  argument,  or  assertion,  but  what  I  was 

Separed  to  hear,  and  of  which  I  apprized  the 
ouse  some  time  ago.  It  has  come  out  at  last 
from  the  lips  of  a  man  who  has  prided  himself 
upon  being  the  champion  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  to-day,  although  but  a  few  days 
affo  he  threatened  us  with  a  dissolution  of  tne 
Union,  that  the  Constitution  has  no  spirit  in  it. 
He  calls  on  any  man  to  lay  his  finser  on  that 
spirit.  What  does  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  say  ?  Does  it  not  guarantee  to  each  State 
a  Repablican  form  of  Government?  Is  there  no 
spirit  in  this?  Is  not  the  Constitution  then  de- 
vised under  the  influence  of  a  Republican  spirit, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  who  are  governed  by 
it,  and  not  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  those  who 
administer  it  ?  Will  any  man  pretend  to  say  that 
a  Republic  is  anything  or  nothing  ?  And  that  it 
is  congenial  to  such  a  Government  that  the  civil 
and  aulitary  authority  should  be  vested  in  the 
same  hands  ?  Is  it  not  of  the  very  essence  of  such 
a  Grovernment  that  the  military  should  be  kept  in 
strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power  ?  And  have 
not  your  laws,  which  give  to  marshals  in  certain 
cases  a  power  over  the  military,  been  passed  to 
keep  xhe  nailitary  under  such  subjection  ?  How 
is  the  miliury  to  be  kept  in  such  subjection, 
when,  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Romans,  the 
leader  of  an  army  is  the  Governor  of  a  province? 
If  Che  Constitution  has  no  spirit  in  it,  it  is  a  dead, 
lifeless  thing,  not  worth  the  protection  of  any  man 
of  sense.  Sut  I  am  happy  that  it  has  a  spirit, 
whieh  I  trust  will  save  tnls  nation,  even  if  its 
letter  shall  be  killed. 

Bat  we  are  told  that  thb  is  a  declaratory  reso- 
lution. Gentlemen  may  call  it  a  declaratory  res- 
olution, or  a  preamble  to  the  third  resolution,  which 
erer  thef  may  see  fit,  but  it  is  the  reasoning  on 


which  the  third  resolution  is  founded.  What  is 
it  but  a  declaration  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
which  they  have  a  right  to  make,  that  a  certain 
principle  is  salutary,  ^cause  it  is  consonant  with 
the.  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ?  Is  it  not  agreea- 
ble to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  that  the  three 
freat  Departments  of  the  Government,  Executive, 
legislative,  and  Judicial,  should  be  kept  separate 
and  distinct  ?  Is  there  a  man  fool-hardy  enough 
to  deny  the  proposition?  I  l)elieve  not.  Now, 
suppose  we  were  about  to  devise  a  form  of  Gov- 
ernment for  New  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  and  a 
member  should  propose  to  concentre  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Grovernment  in  one  and, the  same  body, 
and  a  resolution  should  be  laid  on  the  table  de- 
claring that  whereas  an  union  of  Executive.  Le- 
gislative, and  Judicial  powers  in  the  same  nody 
is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and 
should  go  on  in  the  shape  of  a  resolution  to  apply 
the  remedy — and  some  man  should  make  the 
wonderful  discovery  that  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  constitutionally  participators  of  the 
Executive  power  of  the  Government,  and  that 
in  case  of  impeachment  they  have  also  Judicial 
powers,  and  infer  from  this  that  such  an  union 
was  consonant  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion— would  not  this  be  a  satire  on  the  Constitu- 
tion as  well  as  those  who  adopt  it  ? 

Suppose  all  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  Executive 
Government  were  united  in  one  man.  I  do  not  see, 
if  this  is  consonant  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  a  man  is  properly  qualified,  why  he  may 
not  unite  in  himself  the  powers  of  all  the  Depart- 
ments. The  Secretary  of  War  may,  on  the  same 
principle^  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army. 
No, — it  IS  not  because  this  resolution  is  a  satire 
upon  the  people  who  framed  or  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution, but  because  it  is  a  satire,  a  reproof  of 
which  the  times  call  for,  that  gentlemen  are  so  ex- 
tremely tender  relative  to  it ;  and  the  question  now 
is,  whether  the  House  ought,  in  tenderness  to  any 
man,  to  flinch  from  the  exercise  of  their  Consti* 
tutional  powers.  What  would  I  have  said  seven 
years  ago  to  any  man  who  should  have  told  me 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  have 
been  found  in  opposition  to  this  measure — who 
should  have  predicted  that  the  rugged  patriot  of 
those  days  should  be  softened  by  Court  favor  into 
so  accomplished  a  courtier  ?  It  shows  that  what 
cannot  be  done  by  force  or  violence,  may  be  by 
influence.  This  question  may  be  put  into  a  short 
compass.  It  is,  whether  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  is  a  republican  Constitution,  devised 
and  adopted  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  it  gov- 
erns, or  a  piece  of  mechanism,  to  be  tortured  and 
twisted  in  the  hands  in  which  chance  may  throw 
it,  for  the  benefit  of  a  temporary  incumbent.  If 
the  case  has  come  to  this,  that  the  Chief  Justice 
may  be  made  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armies, 
without  the  Constitution  being  violated,  it  is  time 
the  nation  should  know  their  situation. 

Mr.  Sloan  said  he  had  examined  the  resolution, 
and  would  cordially  give  his  assent  to  the  princi- 
ple contained  in  it,  provided  it  were  brought  for- 
ward in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution.   He  thought,  with  his  friend  from  Penn- 
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sylvania,  that,  as  it  stood,  it  was  a  dangerous  attack 
upon  the  Coostitution.  He  therefore  trusted  it 
would  be  rejected,  and  that  every  similar  attempt 
would  be  treated  in  the  same  manner. 

Mr.CluiNCT  said  he  would  merely  observe,  that, 
though  it  were  true  that  an  union  of  civil  and  mil- 
itary offices  in  the  same  person  was  repugnant  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  it  was  not  true  that 
an  union  of  different  offices  in  the  same  person 
was  repugnant  to  it.  They  had  to-day  united  two 
offices  in  the  same  person,  in  the  bill  relative  to 
the  Territory  of  Michigan.  They  had  heretofore 
constituted  several  of  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  He 
could  see  nothing  in  the  Constitution  which  inter- 
fered with  a  plurality  of  offices,  which  in  many 
instances  was  attended  with  great  practical  bene- 
fit. As  there  was  therefore  in  the  Constitution 
nothing  explicit  against  this  union,  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Grego  said,  he  believed  it  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  that  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices  should  be  united  in  the  same  person ; 
but,  he  would  ask,  what  benefit  would  result  from 
such  a  declaration  ?  The  power  of  appointing  to 
office  was  vested  in  the  President  and  Senate,  who 
were  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution.  They 
were,  therefore,  the  judges  of  the  powers  with 
whica  they  were  invested.  In  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  they  have  actually  declared  that  they  do 
lossess  it.  What  does  this  resolution  amount  to  ? 
f  they  undertook  to  declare  the  President  guilty 
of  such  a  flagrant  act  as  involved  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  it  was  their  business  to  impeach 
him.  Mr.  G.  said,  as  he  could  see  no  good  likely 
to  arise  from  this  resolution,  he  should  not  vote 
for  it.  The  practice  it  referred  lo  was  not  new, 
though  he  had  always  thought  it  wrons:.  He  rec- 
ollected, that,  some  years  since,  the  Governor  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  was  likewise  Super- 
intendent of  Indian  Affairs  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army,  for  all  which  appointments  he 
drew  pay,  though  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  it. 
Other  instances  of  the  same  kind  might  be  pointed 
out.  He  did  believe  this  union  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution — to  the  true  spirit  of 
a  republican  Government — and  if  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  would  bring  forward  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  to  prohibit  such  an  union,  he 
would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said  be  did  not  understand  the 
language  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  Spirit 
was  altogether  an  immaterial  thing — it  was  only 
when  connected  with  the  body  that  they  could  see 
it — and  with  regard  to  the  Constitution,  it  could 
only  be  seen  through  its  letter.  How  long  is  it,  said 
Mr.  F.,  since  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and 
myself  agreed  to  unite  in  the  same  body  both  civil, 
military,  and  judicial  powers  ?  We  did  so,  in 
forming  the  first  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Orleans.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  a^inst  all  such  de- 
claratory resolutions.  They  did  not  bind  Con- 
gress, the  President,  or  even  the  next  House  of 
Representatives.  They  only  contained  an  expres- 
aioa  of  opiniona  where  there  was  no  authority. 


They  were  sent  here  to  pass  laws,  and  not  to  make 
declarations  relative  to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  considered  the 
Constitution  as  a  sacred  deposit  placed  in  their 
hands,  and  not  capable  of  alteration,  except  in  the 
way  fixed  by  itself.  Every  resolution  similar  to 
that  under  consideration  operated  as  an  amend- 
ment to  it,  which  went  to  torture  and  twist  it  out 
of  i  ts  proper  sha pe.  He  should,  th erefore.  not  only 
vote  against  this  resolution,  but  against  every  res- 
olution which  appeared  to  him  to  have  a  similar 
effect. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.— Six  years  ago,  there  could 
not  have  been  a  doubt  of  the  right  of  this  House 
to  pass  this  resolution — now,  the  right  is  disputed. 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  pass  a  resolution  referring 
to  the  Constitution,  in  order  to  bring  in  a  law 
grounded  on  it?  Do  we  not  do  this  eYery  day? 
One  word  as  to  the  appointment  of  General  Wil- 
kinson. Gentlemen  are  fond  of  sheltering  them- 
selves behind  great  names.  1  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  I  think  the  Executive  was  wrong  in 
making  that  appointment.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  so  here,  though  gentlemen  who  join  me 
out  of  doors  are  reluctant  to  make  the  same  dec- 
laration on  this  floor.  I  do  not  think,  however, 
the  persons  who  made  the  appointment  as  repre- 
hensible as  the>  persons  at  whose  importunate  soli- 
citation it  was  made.  I  believe  that  a  man  of  good 
sense,  and  of  upright  intentions,  may  be  indaced 
to  do  that  which  his  own  judgment  will  after- 
wards condemn.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  ante- 
chambers of  our  great  men  were  crowded  with 
applicants  for  offices  in  Louisiana.  I  have  aoder- 
stood  that  for  every  office  there  were  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifty  applications.  Thus  much  for 
the  idea  which  has  been  thrown  out  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  scarcity  of  characters  to  supply  these 
offices. 

But  we  are  told  that  we  ourselves  have  done  as 
bad  as  this,  in  establishing  the  temporary  govern- 
ment of  Louisiana.  If  gentlemen  brins  me  many 
more  precedents  on  this  subject,  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  say  that  purchase  was  the  greatest  curse 
that  ever  befel  us.  What!  Shall  a  temporary 
system,  formed  on  an  emergency,  when  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  do  something  to  take  the  countrr  into 
our  hands,  be  compared  to  a  deliberate  and  sys- 
tematic procedure  ? 

But  there  is  another  reason  alleged  for  uniting 
a  plurality  of  offices  in  one  person,  and  that  b  the 
lowness  of  salaries.  I  do  not  know  any  spectacle 
more  disgusting  to  a  man  of  unsophisticated  feel- 
ings, than  that  of  men  hunting,  with  all  the  avid- 
ity of  terriers,  after  appointments,  and  the  next 
moment  complaining  that  the  salaries  attached  co 
their  places  are  too  low.  Before  they  eel  the 
office  they  have  no  objection  to  the  salary,  out  the 
moment  they  are  on  the  saddle,  they  discover  that 
they  have  sacrificed  their  talents  to  the  public 
good.  This  is  the  cant  of  the  whole  tribe — ^the 
slang  of  those  men  whose  last  object  is  to  live  on 
their  own  honest  exertions, and  who  are  therefore 
for  making  a  job  of  Gk>vernment. 

One  observation  has  been  made,  which  shows 
that  the  meaning  of  this  resolution  has  not  been 
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properly  understood,  which  relates  to  the  Com- 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fuod.-  But  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  are  not,  strictly 
speaking,  officers.  The  duties  they  discharge  are 
ex  officio^  in  virtue  of  their  holding  other  high 
offices,  and,  as  Ck>mmissioners,  they  receive  no 
salary.  I  will  go  further,  and  state  that  this  res- 
olution does  not  contain  any  veto  on  the  union  of 
small  offices,  such  as  those  in  the  custom-houses, 
where  the  compensation  attached  to  each  appoint- 
ment is  100  small  to  support  the  officer,  and  the 
duties  too  inconsiderable  to  occupy  his  time;  in 
consequence  of  which,  several  small  appointments 
are  united  in  one  man,  on  the  true  principles  of 
economy.  No ;  this  resolution  is  intended  for  great 
cases,  such  as  that  which  has  been  alluded  to.  '  I 
believe  that  the  person  who  made  that  appoint- 
ment is  himself  conscious  that  it  was  wrong,  and 
that,  so  far  from  entertaining  the  feelings  which 
gentlemen  have  imagined,  he  will  feet  a  sentiment 
of  respect  for  this  House,  should  they  pass  it. 

Mr.  Varnum  considered  the  resolution  as  go- 
ing too  far,  and  said  it  was  a  very  common  thing 
for  two  offices  to  be  united  in  one  man.  It  had 
been  usual  to  unite  the  diplomatic  character  with 
the  military  command  in  our  intercourse  with 
the  Indians,  and  a  diplomatic  character  had  like- 
wise been  given  to  our  •naval  commander  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Instances  of  a  plurality  of  offices 
in  one  person  were  very  numerous.  If  there  ex- 
isted, at  present,any  case,  in  which  such  an  union 
was  incompatible  with  the  discharge  of  official 
duties,  he  hoped  it  would  be  pointed  out ;  whe- 
ther there  was  or  was  not,  he  could  not  say.  But 
where  did  the  responsibility  for  such  appointments 
lie  ?  Not  that  House,  but  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  was  responsible;  for  the  correct  dis- 
charge of  whose  duties  they  were  accountable 
to  the  people.  Where,  then,  was  the  propriety 
of  an  interference  by  the  House  ?  If  tne  Presi- 
dent made  an  appointment  against  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  the  people  would  know  it.  Was 
it  presumable  that  if  a  law  was  to  pass  this  House, 
predicated  on  the  resolution  under  consideration, 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  would  agree 
to  It,  after  having  sanctioned  the  appoiptments  at 
which  it  is  levelled?  Was  this  House  to  sit  as 
a  court  of  censure?  The  Constitution  did  not 
delegate  such  a  power.  Our  very  laws,  in  vari- 
ous ca&es«  direct  the  union  of  office  prescribed  by 
the  resolution.    Ought  we  not,  then,  in  the  first 

{>lace,  to  repeal  those  laws  before  we  pass  a  reso- 
ution  im  direct  hostility  to  them? 

Mr.  IT.  said,  he  had  no  hesitation  to  observe, 
that  the  military  and  civil  office  should,  in  gener- 
al, be  kept  distinct ;  but  he  believed  there  were 
cases  where  it  was  necessary.  He  was  perfectly 
willing  to  leave  the  responsibility  where  the  Con- 
stitution had  placed  it — in  the  hands  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Senate.  With  regard  to  the  union  of 
the  military  office  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  he  wotild 
not  undertake  to  say  whether  it  was  proper  or  not. 
Hecould  readily,however,conceive,thattheunion 
arose  from  the  most  correct  motive,  as  the  coun- 
try was  a  frontier,  which  might  be  menaced  with 

:'       danger,  and  which  might  require  the  united  ex* 
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ercise  of  the  military  and  civil  authority  to  re- 
pel it. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said,  he  would  ask  whether  the  or- 
dinary union  of  military  and  civil  powers  in  the 
Governors  of  the  Territories  was  such  as  that  con- 
templated in  the  resolution  ?  The  case  of  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana  had  been  alluded  to,  where 
the  same  person,  he  believed,  received  the  pay  of 
Governor  and  Brigadier.  Is  that  the  case  with 
the  other  Governors?  He  believed  gentlemen 
would  not  say  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Orleans  should  be  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral in  the  army ;  atid  yet  they  allowed  that  to  be 
the  most  vulnerable  point  on  the  frontier.  If, 
then,  they  say  that  the  union  is  necessary  in  on^ 
case,  they  will  admit  that  it  ought  to  be  in  the 
other.  When  the  marshal  executes  the  petty, 
military  authority  with  which  he  is  invested,  does 
he  receive  additional  pay  ?  Does  the  Governor 
of  a  State,  being  commander  of  the  militia,  bear 
any  relation  to  the  Governor  of  Louisiana,  hold- 
ing a  high  rank  in  the  standing  army  ?  Suppose  the 
southern  frontier  should  be  invaded, and  it  should  be 
necessary  to  call  out  the  army  to  defend  it,  where 
would  be  the  compatibility  of  these  two  appoint- 
ments? The  same  individual  might  be  called  at 
one  and  the  same  time  to  St.  Louis  and  St.  Mary's. 
He  would  ask  whether  it  was  compatible  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  for  a  man  to  enjoy 
a  sinecure?  and  whether  one  of  these  offices  was 
not  a  sinecure,  when  the  discharge  of  its  duties 
was  inconsistent  with  that  of  the  other  ? 

Mr.  Leib  said  that,  viewing  the  resolution  as 
an  abstract  proposition,  he  had  no  objection  to 
giving  it  his  support ;  but  if  was  intended  as  a 
side  attack  upon  tne  Administration,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  it.  Before  he  was  prepared 
to  act  on  it  under  this  view,  he  wished  for  facts 
which  were  not  before  the  House.  He,  there* 
fore,  moved  a  postponement  of  the  resolution  till 
Monday. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  a^^eeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas 
31,  nays  81,  as  follows:  « 

Yeas— Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedmger,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christo- 
pher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  WilUam  Dick- 
son, Elias  Earle,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Pat^ 
rick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  8am- 
mons,  Thomas  Sandford,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smithy 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Abram  Trigg,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander 
Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Coving- 
ton, Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Daw- 
son, Peter  Early,  James  ElUot,  Caleb  EUis,  Ebenexor 
Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  WilUam  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  Charles  Goldsborougb,  Andrew  Gregg» 
Isaiah  L.  Gieen,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamitton,  Seth 
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Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jack- 
son, James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Duncan  McFarland,  William  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon 
8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Raqdolph,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter 
8ailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Jamas 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
^omas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  6.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  John  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wil- 
Bams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Josei^  Winston,      r^hv 

The  resolution  was  consequently  rejected.  And 
then,  an  adjournmeDt  being  called  for,  the  House 
adjoarned. 

Wednesday,  April  2. 

Mr.  GrfiSGO,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  thirty-first  of  December  last,  the 
petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers  of  lands 
northwest  of  the' Ohio,  and  between  the  Miama 
riTers,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read 
aod  considered :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  register  and  receiver  of 
public  moneys  of  the  land  office  in  the  district 
of  Cioctonati,  be  authorized  to  grant  certificates 
of  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  any  person  residing  on 
any  of  the  reserved  sections,  (other  than  the.  re- 
served section  number  sixteen,)  for  the  tract  on 
which  he  resides,  on  the  applicant  producing  to 
them  satisfactory  evidence  that  his  claim  was 
within  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  ^*An  act  making  provision  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
«id  for  other  purposes;"  provided  that  the  person 
ahall  exhibit  the  evidence  of  his  claim  before  the 
first  day  of  August  next ;  and  provided,  such  cer- 
tificate shall  not  be  graaied  for  a  larger  tract  than 
a^juarter  section,  dot  for  any  other  tract  than  that 
oo  which  he  resides. 

.  Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pimuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
aame. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay  presented  to  the  House  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  officers  who  served  in  the  British 
Mimy,  durioff  the  war  between  France  and  Great 
Britam,  in  America,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eeven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  which  was  received 
and  read,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their  respect- 
ive titles  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  grant- 
ed to  them  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  con- 
sideration of  military  services  rendered  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  during  the  said  war  with  France. 
—Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itKpIf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hood  red  and  six.  The  bill  was  reported  with  sev- 
eral amendments  thereto;  which  were  severally 
twke  teadi  and  ngreed  to  by  the  House.  ] 


Ordered  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  ^An  act  to  make  provision  for 
persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,"  with  sev* 
eral  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  theamend- 
menu  of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill:  Whereapon, 

Orderedy  That  the  said  aroendoients,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  the  Conuaittee  <^ 
Claims. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  modifiea* 
tions  of  the  amendment  by  the  Senate  to  the  fauJl, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  cempeoaa- 
tions  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and  Hoose  of 
Representatives,"  disagreed  to  by  this  House: 
Whereupon, 

Reeelvedj  That  this  House  doth  disaj^iee  to  ike 
modifications  by  the  Senate  <^  the  said  amend- 
ment, and  doth  adhere  to  their  disagceeiient  to 
the  same. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  acl^  en- 
titled ^An  act  to  suspend,  in  part,  the  net,  entitled 
an  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes  j"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  tojgefbei 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Joafipn  CkA.T, 
Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  TuomxB  M.  RANi>ouB,andMr. 
MuMFoao. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  ndjostmeat 
of  titles  of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  nnd 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  eeruin 
cases,  to  the  Territorial  courts,"  was  rend  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb  stated  that  an  nndenlnndii^ 
had  taken  place  between  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  Paris,  and  the  French  Miniaier  of 
the  public  treasury,  as  to  the  parymieot  of  ^iatms 
of  American  citizens,  generally  called  Bocdenu 
embargo  claims,  (the  payment  of  which  had  here- 
tofore been  suspended,)  by  which  it  was  agreed 
that  payment  should  be  made  at  the  Trensory  of 
the  United  States.    Under  the  existing  proriMiis, 
this  authority  did  not  attach  to  the  treasury.    He 
had,  therefore,  been  instrneled  by  the  Conamittee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  present  a  hill  to  give  tliia 
power*    He  accordingly  offered  a  bill  snppleoaeo- 
tary  to  the  act  making  provision  for  the  pnymeat 
of  claims  of  certain  citizens"  of  the  United  StMes 
on  the  Government  of  France;  which  wurefcn«d 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Varnum  reported  from  the  committee  mp- 
pointed  to  inquire  into  such  measures  as  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  adopt  for  the  complete  arming  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  giving  a  very  lAteresi- 
ing  detail  of  the  extent  to  whicli  Uie  miiiiift  i 
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I^eseatariiied ;  h¥  Whioh  it  af^pears  that  there  are 
•B  the  hands  of  theniilitia  250,000  fire  arms,  and 
130^000  in  the  |Miblic  magasines  of  the  United 
Btates.  The  report  veeorsmends  &n  additional 
apfwopriation  of  ||61,000  toward  the  mannfactore 
4Marms;  whieh  was  snbseqaently  introduced  in 
the  military  appropriation  brfl. 

'  Ordered^  That  Mr.  Sandford  be  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed,  on  the  tweaty-first  ultimo,  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  6f  Qideon  Grani^er,  Post- 
master Qeoeral,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Cunton, 
who  has, leave  to  be  .absent  from  the  service  of 
Ihis  House. 

Mr.  John  Rakooi^pb,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  sappje^aentary 
)k>  the  act^rentiiled  ^Asx  aet  maktag  prorision  for 
Ihe  redemption  of  the>whole  of  the  public  deht  of 
<he  Uniied  States ;"  whieh  was  read  twice,  and 
DOOMnitted  to  a  Comiaittee  of  the  whole  House 
Ml  Monday  next. 

•Mr.  Bambtt  presented  to  the  Hoase  a  petition 
of  Amelia  Eugene  Beaumarchais,  heiress  and 
representatiye  0?  the  lateCaron  de  Beaumarchais, 
'deceased,  by  J.  A.  Gherallie,  her  attorney,  which 
<wa«  receired  and  read,  praying  to  be  relieved 
from  an  unfavorable  settlement  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  Spates,  of  the  accounts  of  the  de 
ceased,  for  supplies  furnished,  and  services  ren- 
dered to  the  Uukted  States,  during  the  Revolu- 
tionarv  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  niotion  of  Mr.  Ncwton,  the  resolution  of- 
fered by  him  on  the  20th  ultimo,  proposing  an 
Amendment  to  theCoostitotion :  *'  That  no  person 
^  holding  a  contract  under  the  Governmeutof  the 
*  Uoited  States,  or  who  shall,  directly  or  iodirect- 
^  ijr,  partioioate  in  the  emoluments  of  aueh  con- 
^  trace,  shall  be  capable  of  holding  a  seat  in  the 
^  deoate  or  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
<  ted  States— was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
Abe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  military  appropri- 
ations fur  the  year  1806. 

Having  gone  through  the  same,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill,  i^ad  the  House  ordered 
it  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

CHARLESTOWN,  VA. 

Mr.  JaoKSOM  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
4he  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Maoafactures,  on  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabit- 
ants of  Charlestowo,  in  YtiigiBia.  praying  that 
that,  place  should  be  made  a  port  or  entry. 

Mr.  LiEiB  moved  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
4he  report. 

Mr.  J ACKaoM  opposed  this  motion,  and  spoke  at 
•ome  leogth  in  favor  of  the  Constitutional  right 
of  the  petitioners  to  be  allowed  a  port  of  entry* 

Mr.  GB0WNiN«BisLn,  thougb  agi^inst  postpone- 
ment and  in  favor  of  disonssing  the  prinoi pie,  con- 
.Sested  the  right. 

Mr.  LciB  withdrew  his  motion ;  when  the  mo 
tion  to  consider  the  reports  was  disagreed  to— only 
IS^mMabtramiiig.iD.lKnw  of  it. 


BELEA8E  ON  C08TOM>«OU8E  BONDS. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSHiELO,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  r^ 
ferred,  on  the  4th  instant,  by  the  House,  thepeti- 
tion  of  Francis  Barretto,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
made  the  foUawing  report : 

The  petitioner  prays  that  Oongrsss  would  refiere 
him  firom  the  payment  of  a  custom-house  bond,  whese 
he  ii  the  surety,  or,  if  this  is  deemed  improper,  as  he 
is  in  indigent  circumstanees,  he  hopes  that  some  fiivw- 
able  airangement  may  be  made  for  him«  wherel^.his 
person  may  be  exempt  fitom  arrest,,  .mider  the  jadf^ 
ment  obtained  against  liiiii»  at  the  saitof  thie  (JniMd 
Sutes. 

The  following  fools  sfppsar  inithis  ease :  The  peti- 
tioner, on  the  17th  day  of  Jaly»  in  the  year  1706,  ii^ 
gother  with  Oeoige  Arnold  and  James  flarrison,  be- 
came bonnd  to  the  Untied  States,  mb  sureties  for .  Jo«a 
Joaquim  La  Costa,  for  duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  bn^ 
antine  Los  Amigos,  from  Madeira,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars.  The  person  who.  signed 
the  bonds  as  principal  having  failed  in  hii  business, 
and  neglecting  to  pav  the  debt,  suits  were  commenced 
for  the  recoiF«ry  of  me  duties,  upon  which  judgment 
was  obtained,  and  the  principal  debtor  was  a  long  time 
confined  in  the  jail  of  New  York,  and  was  ilnaUy  lib- 
erated piHSuant  to  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  sixth  of 
June,  1798,  upon  assigning  all  his  property  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  fhtther  stated,  that  the 
other  two  sureties,  James  Harrison  and  George  Arnold^ 
l>eing  totally  insolvent,  have  departed  from  the  United 
States ;  and  the  petitioner,  unable  to  struggle  with  the 
difficulties  and  loss  of  mercantile  credit  which  he  had 
ineorred,  was  under  the  necessHy  of  taking  the  bene- 
fit of  ihe  bankrupt  act  -Sinoe  the  discharge  from  his 
private  creditors,  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States  finr 
the  New  York  district  hss  recovered  judgment  againat 
him  for  Ihe  amount  of  the  bond,  and  he  is  liable  to  bo 
imprisoned  from  day  to  day. 

He  Ab  totally  destitute  of  property,  -and  has  a  numar- 
e«as  family  of  yenng  cfaild^n,  who  depend  upon  fafo 
overtions  for  tiieir  education  and  support.  In  this  die> 
tressfng  situation  he  is  unable  to  punue  any  business 
to  advantage,  and  can  only  expect  or  hope  for  relief 
from  the  benevolent  interposition  of  Congress. 

The  committee  remark,  that  the  petitioner's  misfor- 
tunes do  not  appear  to  be  owing  to  hie  fault  or  neglect. 
He  placed  implicit  confidence  in  the  person  who  was 
principal  on  the  bond,  and  expected  he  would  pay  it ; 
he  was  deceived  in  this  expectation*  Hlb  own  funds 
were,  and  still  are,  inadequate  to  meet  the  payment. 
He  is  totally  destitute  of  property.  The  United  States 
cannot  expect  to  receive  anything  from  the  petitioner. 
'iThus  circumstanced,  and  well  knowing  that  Congress 
have,  in  several  instances,  where  any  meritorious  oases 
presented  themselves,  made  provision  for  the  relief  of 
persons  who  were  unable  to  pay  their  debts,  the  com- 
mittee conceive  that  the  House  will  readily  agree  to 
exempt  the  person  of  the  petitioner  from  arrest  for  the 
debt  owing  to  the  United  States.  Similar  bills  have 
been  reported  during  this  session  for  the  relief  of  Fran- 
cis Johonnot  and  John  McFadon,  and  the  present  peti- 
tioner has  equal,  if  not  superior  claims  upon  the  human- 
ity of  Congress.  The  committee  beg  leave  to  sobrnH 
ths  following  resolution : 

Rmohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petiliener,  so  for  sa 
to  free  his  person  from  arrest  or  confinement,  on  ao- 
ttwm  of a«y  jntaMBt  otolnad  agaiaat  him4D  hcbalf 
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of  the  United  States,  is  reawnable,  and  ought  to  be 
granted. 

Referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McFadon  and  Francis 
Johonnot. 

PLURALITY  OP  OPPIGES 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  l<eing  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  agreeing  to  the  following  resolution, 
offered  by  Mr.  J  Randolph  : 

3d.  Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by 
law,  to  render  any  officer,  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
United  Btaies  incapable  of  holding  any  dvil  office  un- 
der the  United  States. 

Mr.  FisK  moved  to  postpone  this  resolution  in- 
definitely. 

This  moticfn  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Fisk, 
ELMBR/and  Cook;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  J. 
Clay,  J.  Randolph,  and  J.  C.  Smith, 

When  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  disagreed  to — yeas  43^  nays  72,  as 
follows  : 

YiAS — Evan  Alexander,  WUIis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bid- 
well*  John  Chandler,  Prederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Peter 
Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findiey,  James  Fisk, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  James  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  William 
McCreery,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rus- 
aell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph Stanton,David  Thomas, 
Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  John  WhitehiJl,  EU- 
phalet  Wickes,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Nats — Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thos.  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Dawson, 
William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton, 
Beth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newton, 
jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Phi- 
lip R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams.  Marmaduke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

The  (question  was  then  taken  that  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in 
their  agreement  to  the  said  resolution,  and  resolv- 
ed in  the  affirmative — yeas  94,  nays  21,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxA»^Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Isaae  Andenon,  D«fid 


Bard,  Burwell  Baasett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Bet- 
ton,  WiUiamBlackledge.  John  Blake,  junior,  Thoma» 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  Camp- 
bell, Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne^ 
Cluristopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  John 
Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early, 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  WUliam  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findiey,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Gas* 
nett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion, 
Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Gideon 
Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomaa 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman^ 
John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph 
Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Sam'l 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  WU- 
liams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alez^ 
ander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabss 
Bidwell,  John  Chandler,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield, Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  I^arhy,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  Isaiah  L.'  Green,  James  Kelly, 
William  McCreery,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  Russell,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
Joseph  B.  Varnum,  John  Whitehill,  and  Eliphalel 
Wickes. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in^ 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr. 
John  Randolph,  Mr.  David  R.  Williams,  and 
Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further  to  alter  and  estab- 
lish certain  post  roads ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Thursday,  April  3. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates  on  the  Gorernment  of  France. 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clay,  from  the  committee  to  whoni 
were  referred,  yesterday,  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  sua^ 
pend,  in  part^  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating^ 
tbreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,''  reported 
their  agreement  to  the  same  with  several  amend- 
ments; which  were  severally  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  again  resolyed  itself  into  a  Commit- 
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tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  farther  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads.  The  bill  was  report- 
ed with  se7eral  amendments  thereto ;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russell ;"  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  supplementary  list  of  bills  drawn  by  the  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris, 
for  claims  embraced  bv  the  couvention  with  the 
French  Republic  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  .one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  which  have 
been  presented  at  the  Treasury,  and  not  included 
in  the  list  transmitted  on  the  twentieth  ultimo; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.^ATTHEW  Clay,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  presented  a  bill  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  *'An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;" 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  sep* 
arate  governments,  and  for  other  purposes/'  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States^  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  was  read  the  third  time.  When 
the  bill  was  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  immediately.  The  bill  was  report- 
ed with  an  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  read  the  third  time  to-day,  which  was 
done. 

Mr.  Varnum  observed,  that  a  report  on  a  new 
organization  of  the  militia  had  been  made  at  an 
early  period  of  the  session,  of  a  negative  kind  ; 
that  a  bill  had  been  subsequently  acted  upon  in 
the  House  in  some  measure  implicating  the 
points  taken  in  the  report;  and  that  afterwards  a 
bill  on  the  subject  had  been  brought  before  the 
Senate,  which  induced  him  to  suspend  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  report.  That  bill 
had  been  negatived.  His  object  in  rising  was  to 
state  that,  as  the  report  was  of  a  negative  charac- 
ter, he  should  not  think  of  calling  it  up,  unless  it 
was  the  wish  of  gentlemen  that  it  should  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  agree  to 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  making  provision  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  during  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

.  Mr.  Blackleoge  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  David  R.  Williams  moved  an  indefinite 
postponement. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  John  C. 
Smith,  J.  Clay,  Leib,  Varnum,  Bedinger,  and 
Van  Cortlandt. 

Mr.  David  R.  Williams  withdrew  his  motion* 


when  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill  should  lie  on  the 
table. 


Friday,  April  4. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  second  instant,  presented  a  bill  to 
prohibit  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  from  hold- 
ing or  exercising  any  civil  office ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Crowninshibld,  from  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill 
laying  a  duty  on  copper,  therein  described ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fourth  of  December  last,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  twenty-ninth 
ultimo,  presented  a  bill  concerning  the  further 
safeguard  of  merchant  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  United  States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fourth  of  December  last,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, on  the  thirty-first  of  the  same  month,  a  reso- 
lution to  inquire  whether  it  is  expedient  to  provide, 

by  laWj  for  fitting  and  preparing navy  yards, 

belonging  to  the  United  States,  on  or  near  the 
shores  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  for  the  reception  of 
ships  and  vessels  of  war  or  the  United  States, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read  and  con* 
sidered:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  any 
further  legislative  provision  on  this  subject. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Leib, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  should 
the  Senate  think  proper  to  appoint  such  commit- 
tee, on  the  time  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
ought  to  adjourn. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Leib,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr. 
Tenney,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'An&ot 
for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russell,"  was  twice 
read;  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Mondajr  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  further  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  post  roads,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  payment  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Government  of  France,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  erecting  certain  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  for 
building  a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut.  The  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House* 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the 
amendments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-day. 
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Oa  ofcocion  of  Mr.  Jobn  C.  Smith,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  foUowiDg  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  procure  from  the 
seTeral  States,  and  present  to  this  House,  at  their  next 
Mssion,  a  list  of  invalid  pensioners  who  have  been 
placed  on  ^  pension  list  of  the  respective  States,  in 
coasequenoe  of  known  wounds  received  in  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States,  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  with  Great  Britain ;  noting  particularly,  aa  far  as  the 
same  may  be  practicable,  whether  such  pensioners  serv- 
ed in  the  militia  or  in  the  line  of  the  regular  army  ; 
vadt  also,  the  monthly  sum  allowed  to  each  pensioner 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  for  erecting  certtio  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  MaftsaclKiBetts,aDd  for  build- 
ing a  beacon  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Beaolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be  '*An  act  for  erecting  certain  li^jht- 
bouses  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  for  build- 
ing a  beaeoo  or  pier  at  Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut;  and  for  fixing  ouoys  in  Pamlieo 
saund,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina." 

Mr.  J.  Ranbolpb  said,  he  rose  merely  to  notify 
the  House  that  he  should,  to-morrow,  make  a- mo- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Joumal  of  the  secret  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House.  On  Saturday,  he  believed^ 
the  House  had  directed  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
to  be  taken  oSjsnd  the  Journal  of'  their  proceed- 
ings to  be  printed.  In  a  few  days  after,  they  saw 
something  like  it  in  a  newspaper.  To-day,  for 
the  first  time,  they  found  the  official  Journal  laid 
on  their  tables.  Last  sessioo,  they  had  heatd  a 
flourish  about  economy  in  the  printing  of  the 
House  ;  and  this  session,  several  days  had  ehvpsed 
befoore  a  small  pamp^iiet  was  printed ;  and,  he 
would  observe  that>  notwithstandio^  the  printing 
had  been  let  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  he  found 
the  same  sum  appropriated  this  year.  He  said 
he  should,  to-morrow,  make  a  motion  relative  to 
the  secret  Joarnal.  When  the  injunction  of  se- 
oreoy  was  taken  ofi^  it  was,  he  understood,  to  en* 
able  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  to  be* 
oome  acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  this 
House.  He  wa&  however,  ooDvinced«  that  very 
few  people  would,  from  its  perusal^  know  any- 
thing about  them. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PBIfSIONERS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposea  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  in  addition  to  *An  act  to  make  provision 
fbr  persons  that  have  been  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  actual  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  Revolutionary  war."  And 
the  said  amendment  being  again  twice  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

<' After  the  word  *that,'  in  the  second  line  of  the 
^nrt  section,  strike  out  the  residue  of  the  bill,  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof,  the  following : 

''Any  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer, 
Bmsidftn,  soldier,  msrtne,  or  seaman,  disabled  in  the 
acftual  service  af  the  United  States,  while  in  the  line  of 
bis  duty,  by  known  wounds  received  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  who  did  not  desert  the  service;  or 


whe,  in  consequsnce  of  diaabiKty  as  afbtesaid,  i 
his comraissiott  or  took  a  discharge;  or  who.  alU*  in* 
curring  disability  as  aibresaid,  was  tsiken  captive  by  the 
enemy,  and  remained  either  in  captivity  or  00  panisy 
until  the  close  of  said  Revolutionaiy  war ;  or  who,  in 
consequence  of  known  wounds,  received  as  alOTeasid, 
has  at  any  period  since  become  and  continued  dieabVed 
in  such  manner  as  to  render  him  unable  to  procure  a 
subsistence  by  manual  labor ;  whether  snch  officer, 
musician,  soldier,  marine*  or  seaman,  seired  as  a  vol* 
unteer,  in  any  proper  service  against  the  common  ene- 
my, or  belonged  to  a  detachment  of  the  militia,  which 
served  against  the  common  enemy,  or  to  the  regular 
forces  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State; 
he  shaU,  upon  substantiating  his  claim  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  described,  be  placed  on  the  pension  hst  of 
the  United  States^  during  lif<6,  or  the  continuance  of 
such  dieability,'and  be  entitled,  under  the  regulatiDns 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  receive  such  sum  as  shaU  be 
found  just  and 'proper,  by  the  testimony  addaea^ 

«  Stc.  ^.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That,  in  sub- 
stantisting  such  claim,  the  following  rules  and  regula- 
tions shall  be  complied  with,  that  b  to  say :  AU  evi> 
dence  shall  be  taken  on  oath  or  sAnmation,  beftie'the 
Judge  of  the  Datrict,  or  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Teiw 
ritory,  in  which  such  claimant  resides,  or  belbve  ssbmi 
pefson  specially  authorised  by  conuniasieB  fron  sud 
Jttdge- 

^  Deoisrre  disability,  the  effiict  of  a  known  wonador 
wounds  received  while  in  the  actual  servioa,  and  Vmm 
of  duty  against  the  common  eaemy^  during  the  Revefai- 
tionary  war,  must  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  Hbm 
commanding  officer  of  the  regimntt,  corps,  eompaiajt 
ship»  vessel,  or  craft,  in  which  said  claimant  served ;  or 
of  two  other  credible  witnesses  to  the  same  eflect,  se^ 
ting  forth  the  time  when,  and  place  where,  sadi  know% 
wound  or  wounds  were  received,  and  pacticulaily  de- 
scribing the  same. 

**  The  nature  of  such  disabilityy  and  in  what  degree 
it  prevents  the  claimant  from  obtaining  his  subostenee, 
must  be  proved  by  the  affidavit  of  some  reputslde  phy- 
sician or  surgeon,  stating  his  opinion,  either  firom  his 
own  knowledge  and  acquaintance  with  the  claimajit,or 
from  an  examination  of  such  claimant  on  oath  or  a^ 
finnatioD;  which,  when  necessary  for  that  purpose^ 
shall  be  administered  to  said  claimant  by  said  Judge  or 
Gemmissioner.  And  the  said  physidaa  or  swgeoii»in 
his  affidavit,  shall  particulariy  describe  the  wo«nd  or 
wounds  from  whence  the  disability  appean  to  be  de- 
rived. 

«  Every  claimant  must  pioye,  by  at  least  one  credi- 
ble witness,  that  he  continued  in  service  during  tlie 
whole  time  for  which  he  was  detadied,  or  for  vdiieh  be 
engaged,  unless  he  was  discharged,  or  left  the  service  in 
consequence  af  some  derangement  of  the  army,  or  in 
consequence  of  bis  disability  resigned  his  comBuasioii, 
or  was,  after  his  disability,  in  captivity  or  on  parole, 
until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  And  in  tba 
same  manner  must  prove  his  mode  of  lifo  and  employ- 
ment  since  he  left  the  service,  and  the  place  or  places. 
where  he  has  since  resided,  and  his  place  of  residence 
at  the  time  of  taking  such  testimony. 

"  Every  claimant  shall,  by  his  affidavit,  give  satisfko 
tory  reasons  why  he  did  not  make  appfication  for  a 
pension  before,  and  that  he  is  not  on  the  pension  list  of 
any  State;  and  the  Judge  or  Commissioner  shall  cer- 
tify, in  writing,  his  opinion  of  the  credibility  of  the  wit- 
nesses, whose  affidavits  he  shall  take^  in  all  those  cases 
where  by  this  act  it  is  said  the  proof  shall  bo  made  by 
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a  credible  witness  or  witnesees ;  and  abe  that  the  ex- 
amining physician  or  suigeon  is  reputable  in  his  pre- 
lession. . 

««8bc.3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
Judge  of  the  District^  or  person  by  him  oommissioaed 
as  afiMceeaid,  riiall  transmit  a  list  of  snch  claims,  ac- 
oompanied  by  the  etidenoe,  affidavits,  oertificates,  and 
proceedings  had  thereon  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  not- 
ing particularly  the  day  on  which  the  testimony  was 
closed  before  him,  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department 
of  War,  that  the  same  maybe  compared  with  muster- 
rolls,  or  other  documents  in  his  office :  and  the  said 
Secretary  shall  make  a  statement  of  all  such  cases,  which, 
together  with  all  the  testimony,  he  shall  from  time  to 
time  transmit  to  Congress,  with  such  remarks  as  he 
may  think  proper,  that  Congress  may  be  enabled  to 
place  such  claimants  on  the  pension  list  as  shall  be 
fi»und  entitled  to  the  privilege.  And  it  shall  be  the  dn^ 
of  the  Judge  or  Commissioner,  aforesaid,  to  permit 
eaefa  dairaant  to  take  a  transcript  of  the  evidence  and 
proceedings  had  respecting  his  claim,  if  he  sh^  desire 
it,  and  to  certify  the  same  to  be  G<Nnre6t. 

"Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
pension,  or  increase  thereof,  by  vhtoe  of  thia  act,  shall 
commence  on  the  day  when  the  claimant  shall  have 
completed  his  testimony  before  the  authority  proper  to 
faketbe  same. 

<*  Sac.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  an  increase 
of  pension  may  be  allowed  to  persons,  already  placed 
upon  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States  for  disabili- 
tiea  caused  by  known  wounds  received  during  the  Rev- 
alutionary  war,  in  all  cases  where  justice  8|iajl  require 
the  same  :  Provided,  That  the  increase,  when  added 
to  the  pension  formerly  received,  shall  in  no  case  ex- 
ceed a  full  pension. 

'■  Every  invalid  making  spplication  for  this  purpose, 
•hall  be  examined  by  two  reputable  physicians  or  sur- 
geons^ to  be  authorized  by  commission  from  the  Judge 
of  the  District  where  such  invalid  resides ;  who  shall 
report,  in  writing,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  their  opinion 
of  the  nature  of  the  applicant's  disability,  and  in  what 
degree  it  prevents  him  from  obtaining  a  subsistence  by 
manual  labor ;  which  report  shall  be  transmitted,  by 
said  physidana  or  surgeons,  to  the  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  War,  who  shall  compare  the  same  with 
the  documents  in  his  office,  and  shall  make  a  state- 
ment of  all  such  cases,  which,  together  with  the  origi- 
nal report,  he  shaU  from  time  to  time  transmit  to  Con- 
gsresB,  with  such  remarks  as  he  may  think  proper,  that 
they  may  be  enabled  to  do  justice  to  such  pensioners. 
««  Skc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  full 
pension  given  by  this  act  to  a  commissioned  officer, 
shall  be  one-half  of  the  monthly  pay  legally  allowed,  at 
the  time  of  incurring  said  disabiHty,  to  his  grade  in  the 
forces  raised  by  the  United  States ;  and  the  proportions 
less  than  a  full  pension,  shall  be  the  correspondent  pro- 
portions of  said  half-pay  ;  and  a  full  pension  to  a  non- 
commissioned officer,  musician,  soldier,  marine,  or  sea- 
man, shaH  be  five  dollars  a  month,  and  the  proportions 
less  than  a  full  pension,  shaU  be  the  like  proportions  of 
d^re  dollars  a  month  ;  but  no  pension  of  a  commission- 
ed officer  shall  be  calculated  at  a  higher  rate  than  the 
half-pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

"  Sac.  7.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  the  pen- 
sions, or  increase  thereof,  which  may  be  allowed  by 
this  act,  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  pensions 
to  invalids,  who  have  been  heretofore  placed  on  the 
pension  list,  are  now  paid,  and  under  such  restrictions 
and  regulations,  in  at!  respects,  as  are  prescribed  by 
law. 


**  Sao,  8.  And  be  tt  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  no  sale,  transfor,  or  mort* 
gage  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  pension,  paydile 
to  any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  soldier,  ma- 
rine, or  seaman,  before  the  same  becomes  due,  shall  be 
valid.  And  every  person  claiming  such  pension,  or  ai^ 
part  thereof,  under  power  of  attorney  or  substitution, 
shall,  before  the  same  is  paid,  make  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  some  magistrate  legally  authorized  to  take  the 
same,  a  copy  of  which,  attested  by  said  magistrate, 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  person  who  pays  said  pen-^ 
sion,  that  such  power  or  substitution  is  not  given 
by  reason  of  any  transfer  of  such  pension,  or  part 
thereof.  And  any  person  who  shall  swear  or  affirm 
falsely  in  the  premise,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall 
suffer  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

"  Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  heretofore  passed,,  so  far  as  they 
authorize  persons  to  be  jilaced  'on  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  States^  for,  and  in  consideration  of,  disabilities 
derived  from  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  repealed : 
Provided^  That  nothing  in  this  repealing  clause  shaU 
injure,  or  in  any  way  afiTeet  those  persons  already  upon 
the  pension  list  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  Sec* 
retaiy  for  the  Department  of  War  shall  proceed  upon 
the  testimony  which  has  been  transmitted  to  him  by 
any  claimant  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  this  act  had  never  passed. 

'VSic.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act* 
so  fiur  as  it  authorizes  the  admission  of  persons  upon  ths 
pennon  list  of  the  United  States,  shall  remain  in  force 
for  and  during  the  space  of  six  years  from  the  passage 
thereof,  and  no  longer :  Provided,  That  this  limitation 
shall  not  affect  or  impair  the  right  of  any  invalid,  who 
may  have  completed  his  testknony,  iu  the  manner  pre- 
serUied  b^  this  act,  before  this  limitation  commences 
its  operation ;  but  which  has  not  been  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War.'' 

Mr.  Albton  iBOved  to  reoommit  this  bill  tQ 
the  Commiuee  of  the  whole  House. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Meseie*  ALeTOM^ 
T.  MooiiBy  D.  R.  Williams,  an'd  BLACKUEMMfl, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  J.  Clay.  R. 
Nelson,  and  Van  Cortlandt;  and  was  disa- 
greed to — yeas  26. 

Mr.  Blackledge  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
placing  OD  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States 
all  sucn  wounded  or  disabled  persons  as  have  been 
placed  on  the  pension  lists  of  the  States  for  wounds 
or  disabilities  received  daring  the  Revolutionary 
war,  on  adducing  a  prescribed  proof. 

Messrs.  Blackledge,  Blount,  Clark,  and 
Gregg,  supported,  and  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Bed« 
iNGBR,  R.  Nelson.  Varnum,  Southard,  Bid- 
well,  and  Sloan, opposed  this  amendment;  which 
was  disagreed  to — veas  34,  nays  69. 

The  friends  of  tne  amendment  contended  that 
it  was  just,  that  a  full  and  liberal  provision  should 
be  made  for  all  the  militia  disabled,  as  well  those 
already  provided  for  by  some  States,  as  those  not 
provided  for  by  other  States. 

The  opponents  of  the  amendment  did  not  deny 
the  justice  of  such  a  provision,  but  contended  that 
it  would  not  probably  receive  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate,  and  that  it  was  impracticable  to  make 
it  without  going  into  minute  details,  forbidden  by 
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the  adranced  stage  of  the  session,  and  recom- 
meDded  that  it  should  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
distiQct  bill  at  a  future  session. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  98,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Isaac  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker, 
Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton, 
Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake, 
junior,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claiborne,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  William  Dickson,  Peter 
Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Pisk,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  Da^d 
Hough,  James  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder, 
Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  C.  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard 
Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
uel Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  PhUip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Mar- 
maduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Njlts— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Thom- 
as Blount,  Levi  Casey,  Christopher  Clark,  Elias  Earle, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Duncan  MacFariand,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas  Moore, 
John  Randolph,  Abram  Trigg,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

Saturday,  April  5. 

Mr.  Qrego,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  who  were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  of  the  twenty-si^th  ultimo,  "to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  all  such  parts  of 
the  several  acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  as  authorize  a  credit  on  any 
part  of  the  purchase  money  of  said  lands,"  made 
a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday 
next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  *An 
act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue 
land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes:"  Where- 
,  upon  the  said  amendments,  together  with  the 
bill,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act,  or  acts,  as  au- 
thorize the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt, 


in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debi,'^ 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concarrenee  of  this  House.  The  Senate  hare 
also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  continue 
in  force  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Qreoq,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  presented  a  bill  respecting  the  claims  to 
land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act,  or  acts  as 
authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public 
debt  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States 
and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt:'^ 
Whereupon,  the  said  amendments,  together  with 
the  bill,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

PAY  OP  WITNESSESS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making 
provision  for  the  compensation  of  witnesses  who 
attended  on  the  trial  of  Samuel  Chase. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  amendment,  un- 
der consideration  at  the  time  this  bill  was  before 
the  committee,  was  to  insert  in  the  first  section 
"on  the  part  of  the  United  States"— limiting  the 
provision  to  the  payment  of  witnesses  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

On  this  amendment,  the  Committee  divided — 
yeas  59  nays  35. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith,  a  new  section 
was  introduced  providing  for  the  payment  of  any 
expences  incurred  by  order  of  the  managers. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with 
these  amendments.  The  House  immediately  took 
up  the  report. 

On  concurring  with  the  Committee  in  their 
agreement  to  the  amendment  restricting  the  pro- 
vision to  the  payment  of  the  witnesses  summoned 
"  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,"  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  after  a  few  remarks  made  by 
Mr.  M.  Williams  against  the  amendment,  and 
were — yeas  61,  nays  54,  as  foUowj: 

Yeas— Isaac  Anderson,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell 
Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  WiUiam  Blackledge, 
John  Blake,  junior,  Robert  Brown,  William  Batler, 
Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,  Leonard 
Covington,  Elias  Earle,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W. 
Eppes,  Willis^  Findley,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin 
Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsej, 
John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Thomas  Kenan,  John 
Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Mai^ 
tcrs,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  John  Morrow, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania^ 
John  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons, Thomas  Sandford,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Yamum, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  WU- 
son,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 
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Nat8 — ^Willis  Akton,  junior,  Dand  Burd,  SUas  Bet- 
ton,  Thomas  Blount,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clai- 
borne, Christopher  Clark,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crow  ninshield,  Richard  Cutte,  John  Davenport,  jr. 
William  Dickson,  Peter  Early  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Peterson  Goodwvn, 
8eth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Duncan 
McFarland,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebene- 
xer  Beaver,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
min Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
John  WhitebUl,  Etiphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  WU- 
liams,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

The  Hoase  then  concurred  in  the  second 
amendment,  when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  on  Monday — yeas  62. 

IMPORTS  AND  TONNAGE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oo  the  bill  to  amend,  in  the  cases  there* 
in  mentioned,  the  "Act  to  regalate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 

This  bill  establishes  the  town  or  landing  place 
of  Darten  into  a  port  of  delivery ;  and  contains 
the  following  proyisioo  in  the  third  section,  viz : 
*'Tbat  80  much  of  the  18th  section  of  the  ^^act  to 
regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,"  as  relates  to  the  entry  of  ships  or  vessels 
arriving  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from 
any  place  beyond  the  same ;  and  so  much  of  the 
77th  section  of  said  act  as  restricts  the  allowance 
of  drawback  to  goods^  wares,  and  merchandise, 
exported  from  the  districts  of  original  importation, 
or  from  those  ports  at  which  vessels  from  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope  or  any  place  beyond  the 
same,  are  permitted  to  make  entry,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are  repealed." 

The  effect  of  the  first  part  of  this  provision 
would  be  to  admit  to  entry  vessels  from  or  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  at  any  port  of  entry 
m  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clark  moved  to  strike  out  the  section. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Clark,  Ely,  D.  R.  Williams,  J.  C. 
Smith,  CIuincy,  and  Dana,  supported,  and  Mr. 
Crowninshield  opposed  the  motion. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  striking  out 
the  residue  of  the  section,  which  prevailed  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  duiNCY  moved  a  new  section,  for  making 
Plymouth,  in  Massachusetts,  a  port  of  entry  for  ves- 
sels from  or  beyond  the  Cape  ot  Good  Hope,  which 
was  disagreed  to — yeas  7. 

Mr.  Blount  offered  a  new  section  for  erecting 
a  district  to  be  called  the  district  of  Ocracoke,  in 
North  Carolina,  into  a  port  of  entry,  which  was 
agreed  to ;  when  the  Committee  rose  and  report- 
ed the  bill. 

Ordered.  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  lie  on  the  table. 


fSPANISH  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — I  ritse  to  execute  the  pur- 
pose which  I  intimated  yesterday.  On  the  first 
5 age  of  this  Journal  (holding  in  his  hand  the 
ournal  of  the  secret  proceedings  of  the  House) 
I  find  it  stated  that  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  and  communication  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  which  were  read;  that 
they  were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  I 
find  that  then  follows  the  report  of  that  commit- 
tee, without  any  notice  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  on  which  it  was  grounded.  This  I  take 
to  be  a  departure  from  the  regular  system  of  keep- 
ing the  Journal,  because  I  perceive  in  other  parts 
of  it  messages,  tnough  of  a  private  nature,  accom- 
panying other  communications,  in8erte4*  I  deem 
it  not  less  important  to  the  character  of  those  who 
compose  the  select  committee,  of  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  be  one,  than  to  the  character  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Slates,  that  a  full  and  fair 
view  should  be  given  to  the  public  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the 
Legislature  on  the  other.  I  beg  pardon  for  nsing 
the  term  "  government ;"  by  government  I  meant 
the  EzecDtive  department.  I  shall  feel  it  incum- 
bent on  me,  in  order  to  impress  on  the  House  the 
sense  I  entertain  of  the  importance  of  this  mo- 
tion, to  enter  into  some  little  history,  ot  the  tran- 
sactions which  have  taken  place  with  closed  doors, 
in  which,  thoueh  I  may  nol^nndertake  to  say  what 
the  Message  of  the  President  contains,  I  shall  feel 
myself  at  liberty,  according  to  the  course  pursued 
here,  to  say  what  it  does  not  coDtain. 

It  is  true  that,  on  the  6th  of  December,  that  Mes- 
sage was  referred  to  a  select  committee.  That 
committee  met,  and  one  of  the  members,  a  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  whom  I  do  not  now  see 
in  his  place,  as  soon  as  the  committee  met,  pro- 
posed that  they  should  recommend  to  the  House 
the  making  an  appropriation  of  money  to  enable 
the  Executive  to  negotiate  abroad.  I  understood, 
thouffh  it  may  not  nave  been  so  expressed,  that 
the  object  was  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas.  There 
was  a  great  variety  of  sentiment  in  the  commit-, 
tee,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  of 
w)iom  I  was  one.  objtfcted,  that  in  the  confidential 
Message  of  the  President,  there  Was  not  a  sylla- 
ble about  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas^  or  an  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  foreign  negotiation,  that 
there  was  not  a  word  in  it  to  induce  us  to  believe 
that  Spain  was  willing  to  make  the  sale  or  to 
come  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  difierence  with 
us;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  a  direct  and  oppo- 
site inference  could  only  be  drawn  from  its  con- 
tents. 

On  comin^r  to  town,  and  conversing  with  gen- 
tlemen of  this  House,  I  was  apprized  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  project  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas 
from  Spain ;  and  I  was  prepared  to  have  consid- 
ered any  expressions  in  the  Executive  Message  as 
having  this  meaning,  which  could  at  all  warrant 
it.  There  was  such  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the 
committee  that  they  came  to  no  direct  conclusion. 
Circumstances  of  an  imperious  nature  called  me 
to  Baltimore,  where  I  staid,  I  think,  six  days.  On 
my  return  on  Saturday,  I  found,  from  the  infer- 
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mation  of  a  gentiemaD  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Nicholson.)  that  there  had  been  coosiderable  ex- 
citement in  consequence  of  the  committee  not 
reporting*  Without  even  changing  my  clothes, 
or  going  to  my  lodgings,  I  immediately  met  the 
committee,  and  it  was  agreed  to  write  to  the  Sec^ 
retary  of  War,  and  learn  from  him  the  number  of 
troops  necessary  to  protect  the  Southern  frontier 
from  Spanish  inroad  and  insults.  But,  althouffh 
in  the  public  Message  of  the  President,  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  we  heard  much  of  Span- 
ish outrages  and  insults,  and  though  the  private 
Message  of  the  President  held  a  language  in  con- 
sonance with  the  public,  I  found  a  backwardness 
in  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  and  of  the 
Executive  government,  generally,  on  taking  a  de- 
cided attitude  as  to  Spain;  and  1  found  what  was 
worse — before  I  left  town  to  go  to  Baltimore — 
from  a  conversation  with  what  has  been  consid- 
ered the  head  of  the  first  Executive  department 
under  the  Government,  that  France  was  the  great 
obstacle  to  the  compromise  of  Spanish  differences; 
that  France  would  not  j[>ermit  Spain  to  come  to 
any  accommodation  with  us,  because  France 
wanted  money,  and  that  we  must  give  her  money. 
From  the  moment  I  heard  that  declaration,  all 
the  objections  I  originally  had  to  the  procedure, 
were  aggravated  to  the  highest  possible  degree. 
I  considered  it  a  hase  prostration  of  the  national 
character,  to  excite  one  nation  by  money  to  bully 
another  nation  out  of  its  property,  and  from  that 
moment,  and  to  the  last  moment  of  my  life,  my 
confidence  in  the  principles  of  the  man  entertain- 
ing  those  sentiments,  died)  never  to  live  again. 
Well,  sir,  during  my  absence  in  Baltimore,  the 
despatches  contained  in  the  Message  of  the  17th 
of  January  arrived.  This  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  mention  aeain.  The  House  began  to  act  on 
the  subject  ofour  foreign  relations.  Gkntlemen 
who,  in  select  committee,  had  declared  that  they 
considered  the  Executive  Message  as  a  reqtti9ttion 
to  buy  the  Floridas,  though  there  was  not  a  wovd 
in  it  about  the  Floridas,  or  about  money,  took  a 
different  ground  in  the  House.  They  said,  thai 
though  the  Executive  did  not  recommend  to  Gon^ 
gress  to  purchase  the  counti^,  yet  that  they  were 
adequate  to  give  the  business  this  direction;  that 
if  they  chose,  they  were  at  liberty  to  do  it.  But 
unfortunately  for  this  new  doctrine,  and  the  pre- 
vious one  broached,  and  unfortunately  for  the 
whole  system  that  gentlemen  steppeci  forward  to 
enforce,  one  gentlemen  asserted  that  he  was  ready, 
in  bis  own  person,  to  vouch  that  the  course  in 
question  was  in  consonance  with  the  secret  wishes 
of  the  Executive ;  and  this  is  one  of  those  reasons 
which  calls  most  imperiously  for  the  motion 
which  I  am  about  to  make.  What  was  afterwards 
done  the  House  will  perceive.  I  pass  over  the 
motion  made  to  restrict  the  purchase  to  the  coun- 
try not  in  dispute  with  Spain,  and  to  exclude  from 
that  purchase  the  country  in  dispute,  thereby  test- 
ing the  principle,  whether  we  were  actually  buy- 
ing land  or  peace.  In  spite  of  every  obstacle^  of 
alfopposition,  and  the  contradictory  votes  given,^ 
the  bill  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  on  the  next 
day,  the  17th  of  January,  after  the  busioMss  was 


out  of  our  possession,  we  received  despatches  from 
our  Minister  at  London,  which  had  arrived  before 
Christmas.  It  will  be  recollected  that  ft  was  at- 
tempted to  be  insinuated  by  individual  membeis, 
that  inasmuch  as  we  received  the  original  papec^ 
and  not  a  copy,  the  despatches  had  just  arrived, 
and  there  had  not  been  time  for  transcribing  them. 
But  in  returning  from  the  House,  I  was  so  weU 
convinced  to  the  contrary,  for  I  had  myself  re- 
ceived letters  from  London  of  a  contemporaneoufr 
date,  that  I  made  inquiry  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
and  was  told  that  they  ha^i  been  received  the 
week  before  Christmas,  at  the  same  time  with  my 
letters. 

While  I  am  up,  I  will  undertake  to  rectify  af 
trivial  iDaccuracy,  (for  I  wish  everything  whiek 
I  state  on  this  floor  ta  be  lilerally  exact,)  whieb, 
on  some  former  occasion,  escaped  me.  I  said  that 
the  existence  of  these  despatches  was  onkaown 
to  a  high  Cabinet  Minister;  although  it  is  certain 
that  I  so  understood,  it  is  no  less  so  that  I  was. 
mistaken.  But  though  their  existence  was  not 
imknown,  yet  their  contents  were.    That  Minister 

)Ad  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  contatoed — on 
he  oontraiy,  he  had  every  reason  to  bdieve  that 
ihejr  did  not  concain—anything  relatire  to  cor 
differences  with  Spain ;  and  as  to  their  being  seoc 
to  the  House,  he  knew  nothing  of  it  oncii  after 
Ihey  had  been  received.  They  were  no  sooaer 
opened  here  than  they  excited  an  iastantaneovi 
sensation,  and  produced  a  declaration  that  the 
course  we  had  takeU' was  wrong;  they  produced 
also  an  impression  that  it  would  be  in  vain,  on  rha 
subject  of  our  diffisreaces  with  England,  to  aaranB 
a  manly  attitude  tawards  her,  if  we  beeama  the 
lers  and  caterers  of  the  lusWnl  ap^tke  q£ 


ranee. 

The  question  is  naw  reduced  to  this  point. 
whether  the  public  shall  read  the  secret  jomal 
without  understanding  one  word  about  it,orshail 
read  it  intelligibly.  For  it  is  imposstUe  to  deeids 
how  far  the  report  of  the  select  committee  is  coo* 
sistent  with  the  Message  of  the  President,  unieas 
that  Message  is  also  published.  A  difficulty  may 
be  raised  by  saying  this  is  a  confidentiai  Mes- 
sage. But  this  is  got  over  by  the  publicity  given 
to  the  proceedings  on  it.  It  was  confidential,  be- 
cause the  proceedings  on  it  were  so.  For  in- 
stance: Let  us  suppose  the  United  States  wero 
preparing  for  some  strong  and  decisive  measure 
against  Spain,  which  it  was  politic  to  conceal 
from  her  till  taken ;  but  as  to  anything  decisive 
in  the  Message,  no  man  can  contend  that  it  con- 
tains anything  of  this  nature.  When  1  speak  of 
the  Message,  I  do  not  allude  to  the  commanica- 
tions  of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  with 
the  authorized  agents  of  Spain.  Though  I  see 
no  reason  why  even  those  should  not  be  published, 
as  the  negotiation  has  been  entirely  clcaed  by  the 
abortion  in  which  it  has  tenninated.  I  howeT^er 
restrict  my  present  motion  to  the  Message. 

The  public,  from  this  vague  and  desnitcvry 
sketch,  may  acquire  some  principles  by  which  to 
appreciate  the  conduct  of  members  in  this  House. 
They  will  see  what  members  were  disposed  to 
have  adopted  that  course  whioh  the  mostaittheft- 
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tic  iDformatioa  from  Europe  recommended.  Tbey 
will  see  who  were  indisposed  to  acting  tturoagd 
the  intervention  of  any.  foreign  Powef,  and  more 
eapeciaUy  in  the  shape  of  a  bribe,  and  when  such 
a  course  was  not  asked  for  by  the  Executive. 
They  will  see  who  were  tbese  members,  and  I: 
believe  there  are  now  but  few  who  would  be 
willing  to  take  the  responsibility  on  themselves 
which  properly  belonged  to  another  department 
of  the  Government;  and  to  do  all  the  dirty  work, 
wbich  would  otherwise  have  soiled  their  fingers. 
They  will  see  and  beware. 

Mr*  J.  Ransolpb  concluded  by  mo¥ing  that 
tbe  Message  of  the  President  of  the  6th  of  De« 
eember  last  be  printed;  that  it  be  inserted  in  the 
Jouffnal  of  the  secret  proceedings;  and  that  a 
new  edition  of  that  Journal  should  be  printed  for 
tho  use  of  the  members. 

Mr^  Jackson. — I  think  it  highly  probable  that 
a  majority  of  this  House  will  be  disposed  to  take 
off  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  not  only  on  this 
docunient,  bui  on  all  their  proceedings,  that  the 
people  may  be  enabled  to  judge  for  themselves 
whether  the  representations  made  from  time  to 
time  are  correct;  but  I  submit  whether  it  is  cor- 
rect in  point  of  order  to  act  in  this  way.  What 
18  the  resolutioa  adopted  -  by  this  House  ?  That 
the  ipjvnctiott  of  secrecy  relative,  to  their  pro* 
oeedioffs,  not  the  messttfes.  or  other  communica^ 
tiona  shall  be  ukeu  o£  This  is  not  the  propn 
ooorae  to  effect  tbe  object  ia  view.  I,  for  one^ 
am  willing^  to  go  into  conclavo.  and  have  the  in- 
jjioetion  on  the  whole  tftken  oS,  It  is  not  my 
wiah  to  see  the  eyes  of  the  people  hoodwinked 
any  longer.  It  has  been  declared  by  the  gentle* 
lOan  who  has  offered  this  resolution  that  we  have 
not  an  inch  of  territory  beyond  the  Iberville.  It 
was  theietofe  that  I  cousidered  it  all-important 
ta  ba^e  the  Floridas,  and  it  was  therefore  I  voted 
ais  Congress  did  in  the  memorable  instance  of  the< 
purchase  of  Louisiana.  And  it  was  the  fear  that 
taking'  off  the  injanction  of  secrecy  might  affect 
the  isaae  of  this  all-important  negotiation  that 
induced  me  some  time  since  to  vote  against  it. 
But  dufitt^  the  whole  of  the  discossioia  we  have 
bad  on  this  subject,  no  proof  has  been  adduced 
that  the  money  we  have  appropriated  is  to  he 
given  16^  Fmnce,  although  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  declared  there  is  no  Spain,  no  Pyre* 
nees;  although  he  has  declared  that  Spain  is  cou" 
fesaedly  merged  in  France;  although  he  has  de- 
clared France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  settle 
her  differences  with  us,  and  although  this  has  been 
addaeed  as  an  argument  to  show  that  we  can  do 
nothing  with  Spain;  and  although  the  gentleman 
has  further  said  that  if  we  could  see  the  despatch- 
es of  tbe  Spanish  Minister,  we  should  see  them 
signed  "  Charles  Maurice  Talleyrand ;"  and  al* 
t£>ugh  he  has  alleged  that  a  negotiation  could 
not  be  opened  with  a  Gbvernm^t  aeduced  to  a 
mere  nonentitv ;  as  I  did  not  anticipate  the  mo- 
tion of  my  colleague,  I  cannot  be  expected  to  be 
prepared  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  mo- 
tives, as  has  been  done  by  my  colleague,  which 
influenced  the  decision  of  the  House.  This  could 
BOt  bia  done  uaiesa  all  the  deoumenta  on  this  sub- 


ject were  printed.  Some  gentlemen  appear  to 
me  to  have  given  an  importance  to  a  certain  doc- 
ument whidi  it  does  not  merit ;  and  it  has  been 
said  it  was  withheld  until  our  vote  was  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  trepanning  us.  I  have  heard  of 
but  two  gentlemen  who  have  declared  it  would- 
have  affected  their  votes*  On  me  it  would  have 
had  a  different  tendency.  I  wish  it  published*  I 
will  say  for  one,  that  I  think  had  it  been  received 
before  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  would  have  had 
a  tendency  to  increase  the  majority,  stupendous; 
as  it  "was,  because — but  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  say 
why.  I  hope  the  Speaker  will  diecide  this  que»< 
tion  not  proper  to  be  discussed  with  open  doors. 

Mr*  J.  Randolpb  said  that  he  had  to  his  as- 
tonishment found  a  detailed  report  on  the  Journal^ 
which  it  was  not  usual  to  enter  upon  it  He 
found  also  three  Messages,  and  this  was  the  only 
instance  in  ^ich  a  Message  was  not  entered  up* 
on  it. 

Mr.  Lbib  asked  whether  it  was  consistent  with- 
the  rules  of  the  House  to  have  the  Mesi»age  now- 
read?  If  it  were  not,  he  could  not  concur  with- 
the  jgientleman  from^  Vir^ia  ia  voting  for  the* 
motion  under  consideration,  though  he  agreed 
with  him  in  the  propriety  of  taking  off  the  in* 
junction  of  secrecy  from  all  the  papers. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  adced  whether,  when  the 
Journal  was  read,  tbe  Clerk  had  not  began;  to  read 
the  Message,  when  the  reading  was  dispensed' 
with?  This  wae  his  recollection,  and  if  so,  if 
must  be  considered  as-  a  part  of  tne  Journal,  re^ 
spectinff  which  the  injunotioii.  of  secrecy  had- 
been  taken  off* 

The  Clerk  said  this  was  the  fact 

Mr.  Lbib  then  said,  before  he  decided  on  the* 
resolution,  he  wished  to  hear  the  Message  read. 

The  Speaker  said  it  would  be  most  accepta*- 
ble  that  the  House  should  decide  whether  the' 
reading  were  proper. 

Mr.  Albton.^^I  merely  rise  to  remind  the; 
Speaker  of  the  decision  he  {[ave^  aini  of  the  quee* 
tion  I  put  to  him  when  the  mjunetion  of  secreoy-' 
was  removed.  I  well  recollect  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  that  the  Message  of  the  President  and^ 
the  letters  of  our  Minister  were  not  embraced  in 
the  motion  for  taking  off  that  injunction.  And 
I  have  not  a  doubt  on  my  mind  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  that  decision  that  the  vote  of  the 
House  was  such  as  it  was.  As  to  the  pubHcation 
of  the  Message,  it  is  immaterial  to  me.  I  voted- 
affainst  giving  publicity  to  the  secret  Journal  un<^ 
til  we  had  heard  the  result  of  the  negotiation. 
To  act  consistently  on  this  subject  with  that  vote, 
I  am  for  going  no  further.  I  believe,  however, 
for  the  justification  of  those  who  voted  as  I  did, 
the  publication  of  all  the  documents  will  be  ad-^ 
vantageous.  In  voting,  therefore,  against  pv^ 
lishing  this  Message,  I  shall  make  a  sacrifice  of 
my  feelings  to  the  public  interest.  For  this  vote 
the  good  of  the  nation  will  be  my  only  motive. 
But  when  a  negotiation  is  about  to  be  opened  for 
an  object  so  important  as  the  Floridas,  I  ask  whe^ 
ther  it  is  not  right ;  I  appeal  to  the  American 
people  whether  they  do  not  think  it  right  to  use 
every  necessary  means  for  insuring  it  success  9' 
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With  regard  to  the  appropriation  of  two  millioDs 
with  a  view  to  this  purchase,  I  voted  for  it  is  as  a 
set-off  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the  select 
eommittee.  I  voted  for  it  in  preierence  to  a 
standing  army.  I  would  rather  strengthen  the 
arm  of  the  Executive  with  money,  than  with  a 
standing  army  so  fatal  to  liberty.  And  I  believe 
a  majority  of  the  Republicans  in  this  nation  will 
uphold  me  in  this  opinion.  Everybody  knows 
the  importance  of  this  country.  Has  it  not  been 
said  on  this  floor  that  there  does  not  belong  to 
you  a  foot  of  ground  between  the  Mississippi  and 
the  Perdido?  I  recollect  when  this  country  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  to  have  had  a  conver- 
sation on  the  subject  with  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, for  whose  opinion  I  have  a  high  respect, 
and  he  was  of  opinion  with  me  that  it  was  very 
doubtful  whether  this  country  was  included,  in- 
deed we  rather  thought  it  was  not  in  the  treaty. 
Will  any  man  say  that  it  is  not  of  vast  import- 
ance to  us  to  have  the  small  territory  that  divides 
our  people,  and  by  a  fair  purchase  remove  all 
grounds  of  future  quarrels?  If  it  has  entered  in- 
to the  minds  of  gentlemen  to  make  other  than  a 
fair  purchase  of  this  country  from  its  rightful 
owner,  this  is  not  my  opinion,  nor  have  I  any  rec- 
ollection that  any  such  motive  has  been  avowed. 
A  particular  document  has  been  referred  to,  the 
receipt  of  which  I  have  heard  one  or  two  gen- 
tlemen say  might  have  altered  their  votes  on  the 
bill  passed  by  the  House.  But  I  was  astonished 
to  hear  such  a  declaration.  It  could  not  have 
altered  my  opinion ;  it  had  in  my  mind  no  bear- 
ing on  the  measure.  I  have  one  further  observa- 
tion to  make.  If  it  was  doubtful  whether  this 
country  belonged  to  us,  what  would  have  been 
the. effect  of  adding  one  or  two  additional' regi- 
ments to  your  standing  army,  and  placing  them 
on  a  territory  you  acknowl^ge  you  do  not  be- 
lieve to  be  rightfully  yours?  I  would  rather 
put  down  a  regiment  of  the  present  standing 
army  than  add  one  man  to  it.  When  our  rights 
are  invaded  we  shall  not  require  a  standing  army 
to  defend  them— it  will  be  the  militia  that  will 
defend  them.  I  am  opposed  to  a  standing  army, 
and  ever  will  be  opposed  to  it.  For  these  rea- 
sons I  was  in  favor  of  strengthening  the  arm  of 
the  Executive  by  an  appropriation,  instead  of 
strengthening  it  by  a  standing  army. 

Mr.  Clark  requested  the  Speaker  to  examine 
the  secret  Journal,  and  see  whether  this  Message 
were  in  it. 

The  Spjqakbr  said  it  was,  and  might  therefore 
be  discussed  with  open  doors. 

Mr.  J.  Clay. — I  was  astonished  when  I  found 
this  Journal  without  the  Message.  Five  Messa- 
ges appear  to  iiave  been  received,  all  of  which 
appear  on  the  Journal,  excepting  this,  which  is 
the  only  Message  of  any  consequence.  I  did  be- 
lieve, when  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was  removed, 
it  apnlied  to  all  the  papers  received  by  the  House, 
and  I  did  not  conceive  myself  bound  to  conceal 
one  tittle  of  what  occurred  while  we  had  locked 
doors.  I  should,  therefore,  wish  my  friend  from 
Virginia  so  to  amend  his  motion,  as  to  include 
^1  the  documents.     I  consider  this  essentially 


necessary  to  elucidate  the  transactions  of  this 
House.  It  seems  to  have  been  fashionable  for 
gentlemen  to  declare  what  were  their  motives  for 
the  several  votes  they  have  given  during  the  time 
our  doors  were  shut.  I  had  but  one  motive,  whielK 
I  hope,  will  continue  to  govern  me  so  long  as  I 
have  a  seat  in  this  House.  My  object  was,  to  be 
prepared  for  war  while  I  endeavored  to  maintain 
peace.  I  voted  for  the  resolution  for  the  increase 
of  the  Army,  because  everybody  knows,  who  b 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  south  and  south- 
western frontiers,  that  the  militia  in  that  quarter 
are  not  able  to  defend  it.  They  are,  indeed,  hot 
a  people  of  yesterday — aliens  to  your  habits  and 
language — and,  indeed,  aliens  in  every  sense  of 
the  word.  We  had  seen  that  frontier  invaded  by 
Spain.  I  was  not  willing,  therefore,  to  withhdid 
from  the  Executive  the  means  of  chastising  this 
aggression — I  therefore  voted  for  the  resoiotioo. 
I  also  voted  for  the  appropriation  of  money,  be- 
cause I  was  willing  to  snow  Spain,  that  while  we 
were  prepared  to  chastise  her  aggressions,  we  were 
also  willing,  by  amicable  negotiation,  to  adjust 
our  differences.    I  therefore  voted  for  an  appro- 

Eriation  to  purchase  a  country  which  I  deemed 
ighly  valuable  to  us.  Whether  the  money  ap- 
propriated was  to  go  to  France,  or  Spain,  did  not 
influence  the  vote  I  gave.  I  did  not  know  then, 
that  any  circumstances  were  concealed  from  the 
House  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  sob 
ject,  and  of  the  contents  of  the  Message  of  the 
17th  of  January,  I  was  totally  ignorant — as  it  was 
handed  in  the  day  I  went  to  Philadelphia,  and 
was  immediately  afteni&^ards  returned  to  the  Presi- 
dent. I  could  have  wished,  that  between  the  24th 
of  December  and  the  17th  of  January,  there  had 
been  found  time  to  make  an  ofiiciai  copy  of  it, 
since  we  have  heard  that  it  would  have  a  consid- 
erable bearing  on  the  votes  of  the  members  of  this 
House;  and  I  should  conceive  that  it  would  be 
very  important  as  forming  an  item  in  the  trana- 
actions  of  the  session.  When  we  came  here,  the 
public  expectation  was  highly  excited.  We  had 
oeen  injured  and  insulted  by  Spain  on  land,  and 
by  England  at  sea.  The  nation  required  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  to  procure  redres.<(,  and  to  prevent 
similar  aggressions  in  future.  What  have  beat 
the  consequences?  We  have  passed  an  act  ap- 
propriating two  millions  to  purchase  the  Floridas 
and  to  chastise  Spain,  and  we  have  passed  an  act 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  certain  goods  from 
Qreat  Britain,  as  a  peace-offering  to  her.  It  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  that  ail  the  docu- 
ments should  be  published,  to  give  the  people  an 
opportunity  df  judging  whether  their  Representa- 
tives have  been  faithful  to  their  trust.  There  are 
parts  of  those  documents,  which  I  suppose,  will 
never  be  published,  which  had  a  consideraUe  in- 
fluence on  my  mind  on  the  votes  which  I  gave. 
I  allude  to  the  threat  of  hostility  by  Fruiee. 

Mr.  Spbacbb  here  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Clay  concluded  by  observing  that,  as  they 
had  published  five  Messaged  which  bad  contained 
nothing,  he  hoped  they  would  publish  the  one 
that  contained  something. 

Mr.  Dawson  expressed  himself  in  iavor  of  ^t- 
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ing  publicity  to  the  Message,  which,  he  believed, 
could  do  no  possible  ioiurv.  So  far  as  it  went, 
he  thought  it  favored  both  the  resolutions — as 
well  that  for  raising  an  army,  as  that  for  conduct- 
inga  negotiation  by  the  appropriation  of  money. 

The  reading  of  the  Message  being  called  for, 
Mr.  Sfbakbr  said  he  thought  it  was  in  order  to 
read  it,  as  it  was  inserted  on  the  private  journal. 

Mr.  Blacklboge  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Mr  Alston  observed  that  his  colleague  would 
better  set  at  his  object  by  taking  a  question  on 
the  reading  of  the  Message ;  and  Mr.  Blackledob 
so  modified  his  motion. 

Mr.  Shi  LIB  said  a  regard  to  consistency  would 

Srevent  him  from  voting  to  give  publicity  to  the 
lessage.  He  could  not  vote  for  it,  because  he 
did  not  wish  to  take  on  himself  that  responsibility 
which  might  flow  from  the  publicity,  defeating 
the  neffoiiation.  It  rested  with  those  who  voted 
for  taking  o£f  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  to  take 
that  responsibility  on  themselves.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  that  he  must  vote  against  it,  he 
hoped  a  majority  would  be  found  in  its  favor,  be- 
cause he  saw  it  would  be  necessary  to  publish 
this  document  in  order  to  place  their  conduct  in 
a  proper  point  of  light.  So  far.  was  the  Message 
of  the  17th  of  Januarjr,  which  had  been  alluded 
to,  from  having  any  influence  in  changing  his 
vote,  that  it  tended  strongly  to  confirm  him  in  the 
propriety  of  it. 

On  the  Speaker  reminding  Mr.  Smilib  of  the 
question  before  the  House,  he  declined  saying  any- 
thing further  than  requesting  the  yeas  and  nays 
to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Elmbr  said  if  he  understood  the  decision 
of  the  Speaker,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  altogether  useless.  He  had  under- 
stood, from  a  former  decision,  that  the  Journal 
did  not  include  the  Message ;  but  other  gentle- 
men appeared  to  have  considered  it  in  another 
way.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that  it  should  be 
published,  and  he  did  not  think  anj^  ill  could  arise 
from  it.  For  reasons  already  assigned  by  other 
l^entiemen  he  had  been  against  taking  ofl*  the  in- 
junction of  secrecy  at  this  time.  He  should, 
therefore,  vote  against  every  question  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Jackson. — Is  it  not  the  right,  Mr.  Speaker, 
of  any  member  to  demand  an  official  copy  of  the 
Message?  You  have  decided  it  to  be  a  part  of 
the  public  journal,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  an 
appeal  has  been  made  from  that  decision;  how  can 
ittiieti  with  propriety  be  said,  it  shall  not  be  read, 
because  tlie  reading  of  it  will  give  it  publicity? 
As  so  mu«h  has  been  said  of  the  important  bear- 
ing of  documents  sent  to  us,  and  we  have  pub- 
lished our  proceeding's,  it  is  my  wish  to  see  them 
all  exposed  to  public  scrutiny.  I  am  not  now 
prepared  to  make  a  motion  which  I  shall  offer 
at  a  proper  time,  unless  anticipated  by  some  other 
ffentleman.  that  the  President  be  requested  to  lay 
before  the  House  all  the  papers  heretofore  com- 
municated by  him,  with  a  view  of  giving  them 
Sublicity.  I  wish  on  all  occasions  to  give  pub- 
city  to  my  conduct  as  well  in  conclave  as  when 
.these  doors  are  open,  and  I  will  take  this  occasion 


to  repel  an  insinuation  made  the  other  day  in  the 
debate  on  the  Yazoo  question,  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  TMr.  J.  Randolpb,  j  which  I  have 
heard  was  applied  to  me :  That  I  left  my  seat 
for  fear  of  voting  on  it,  and  removed  to  a  difier- 
ent  part  of  the  House.  Sir,  I  will  candidly  con- 
fess, that  although  the  3|rear  before  the  last,  I  had 
declared  I  considered  it  for  the  interest  of  this 
country,  that  those  claims  should  be  compromised, 
and  voted  for  the  compromise  of  them ;  yet  last 
year,  when  I  found  gentlemen  in  whom  I  had  great 
confidence  of  opinion  that  such  a  measure  would 
tend  to  sanction  a  scene  of  nefarious  swindling, 
I  was  induced  to  determine  then,  and  so  expressed 
myself,  that  I  would  not  vote  asain  upon  the 
question,  and  I  was  more  inclined  to  pursue  this 
course  from  a  supposition  that  my  knowledge  of 
the  vital  injury  which  my  district  had  sustained 
by  the  existence  of  a  claim,  called  the  Indiana 
purchase,  which  hovers  over  their  heads,  and  in 
consequence  of  its  recent  resuscitation,  lands  had 
been  sold  at  one-fourth  of  their  value,  and  which 
claim  is  certainly  more  exceptionable  than  that  of 
the  persons  who  purchased  from  the  Yazoo  men, 
mi^nt  produce  a  bias  in  favor  of  compromise 
which  was  improper,  and  I  was  willing  to  think 
that  my  opinion  was  incorrect.  But  at  the  same 
session  when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  charg- 
ed all  who  had  voted  for  the  compromise  with 
corruption,  and  threatened  them  with  the  ven- 
geance of  the  people,  and  when  it  was  declared 
that  no  member  from  Virginia,  who  had  the 
temerity  to  vote  for  it,  should  be  re-elected,  I 
was  driven  from  the  neutral  ground  I  had  taken, 
and  thus  borne  down  by  the  impetuous  intemper- 
ance of  the  gentleman,  I  thouffbt  it  became  me 
not  to  shrink  from  the  vote  Ihad  given.  The 
reasons  on  which  I  acted  were  made  public.  I 
brought  the  question  fairly  before  my  constituents, 
and  they  re-elected  me  by  a  greater  majority  than  . 
formerly.  I  could  not,  therefore,  decline  to  vote  \ 
for  a  measure  which  they  and  mj  judgment  ap«  \ 
proved,  and  which  I  believe  the  faith  of  Congress  \ 
had  been  pledged  to  sanction.  As  an  individual  ' 
I  cared  not  what  was  the  fate  of  the  bill  from  the 
Senate.  As  a  judge  to  whom  the  claims  of  our  j 
citizens  was  presented,  I  wished  that  it  should  be 
ea:  equo  et  bono. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  knows  I  refused 
by  my  vote  to  give  leave  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  to  be  excased  from  voting,  as  I  not  only 
stood  up  when  a  division  was  called  for,  but  made 
the  remark  which  he  repeated,  that  he  was  not 
compelled  to  vote,  but  might  retire.  After  giv- 
ing this  vote  I  went  across  the  House  to  ask  a 
friend  from  North  Carolina  to  spend  a  social 
evening  with  me.  He  is  now  in  his  seat,  and  I 
appeal  to  him  that  I  did  not  even  mention  the 
subject  before  the  House.  When  the  same  ques- 
tion occurred  I  voted  by  him,  as  I  had  before 
voted;  I  knew  of  nothing  that  could  drive  me 
from  my  purpose,  or  from  my  seat.  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  scan  the  feelings  which  predominate  ini 
the  mind  so  illiberal  as  to  attribute  unworthy  mo- 
tives to,  and  manifest  a  jealousy  of  everv  man 
that  differs  from  it;  it  is  a  topic  fruitful  or  com^ 
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meDtarir,  it  inrolres  coosidcrations  which  I  will 
not  delineate ;  for  my  part  I  cannot  envy  thooe 
feelings,  I  thank  Grod  such  is  not  my  nature.  It  ix 
always  unpleasant  to  me  to  engage  in  controrer- 
aies  whioh  have  a  tendency  to  eieite  the  malig- 
nant passions.  1  wish  to  avoid  tbem  as  much  as 
any  man  living,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  my 
honor  and  reputation,  but  I  never  will  shrink  from 
a  contest,  political  or  personal,  in  thb  Hooae  or 
out  of  it,  at  the  sacrifice  of  either. 

Mr.  Blaoklbdob  said  he  was  astonished  at  the 
course  which  this  debate  had  taken.  The  ques- 
tion is  this,  shall  a  paper,  heretofore  aecret,  be 
made  public  ?  And  tiM  Chair  has  decided  that 
this  very  paper  is  already  public.  Let  the  question 
then  be  decided  which  way  it  may,  the  paper  goes 
to  the  public.  My  object  is  to  get  a  vote  which 
ahall  decide  whether  this  question  shall  be  debated 
with  closed  doors  or  in  public. 

Mr.  Spejukbe  said  it  was  in  order  to  appeal 
firom  his  decision.  . 

Mr.  Blacklbdob  then  said  he  would  appeal  from 
that  decision. 

After  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  Black- 
lbdob withdrew  his  motion,  which  was  renewed 
by  Mr.  J.  Clay. 

The  Speaker  then  said,  the  reading  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  6tfa  of  December 
is  called  for;  the  Speaker  has  decided  that  that 
document  is  a  part  of  the  Journal  ordered  to  be 
published,  and  may  be  read.  From  this  decision 
an  appeal  is  made  to  the  House,  on  which  appeal 
there  can  be  no  debate. 

When,  without  taking  a  question,  two  succea- 
aive  motions  were  made  to  adjourai,  the  last  of 
which  prevailed. 


MoNDAT,  April  7. 

Mr.  Geegg,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  fifth  instant, 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  ^An.aot  to  authorise  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for  other  purposes," 
feported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the  saaie 
w^ttiottt  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menu  proposea  by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill : 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tfene 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  Spbaker  informed  the  House  that  the  bill 
to  compeosaie  the  witnesses  who  attended  the 
trial  of  Bamuel  Chase  was  for  a  third  readiag,  on 
which, 

Mr.  Lbib  rose,  and  said  that  be  had  a  motion 
to  make  on  the  subject.  It  was  that  the  bill 
should  be  re-commiited  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  By  the  provisions  of  the  bill  com- 
pensation was  to  be  made  to  the  whole  of  thewit- 
nesties  who  attended  the  trial,  on  behalf  of  the 
aooused  as  well  as  of  the  prosecution,  and  to  this 
be  never  could  or  would  consent.  It  was  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  ftrinciple,  which  did  not  tobtain 


in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  nor  he  belirred 
in  the  courts  of  the  respective  Sutes,  and  in  the 
case  of  a  great  culprit.  He  had  been  proooonoed 
guilty  by  a  great  nujority  of  the  House,  and  a 
majority  of  the  Senate  had  concurred  in  the  de- 
cision, and  to  make  this  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  witnesses,  indicated  a  eooscioosness 
that  the  decision  had  been  unjust.  To  this  be 
was  not  willing  to  subscribe.  He  was  not  dis- 
posed to  libel  the  House  by  any  act  of  this  sort; 
for  it  was  a  libel  on  themselves  for  the  members 
who  accused,  to  manifest  their  cooaeiouanass  of 
havktf  acted  unjostiy  by  a  provision  to  rewaid 
the  culprit  by  the  payment  of  his  witnesses.  If 
it  is  just  thus  to  provide  in  the  case  of  Chase,  we 
oo^ht  to  travel  back,  and  commenoe  the  boaioess 
of  J  ostice  in  eases  of  ionoecnee.  It  can  not  be  for- 
gottoi,  that  an  insurrection  was  said  to  have  ex- 
isted in  the  jear  1794,  in  the  western  conn  ties  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  that  for  certain  purposes  this 
tnsurvection  was  produced.  Victims  were  ihea 
required  by  certain  members  of  the  Ooverameat, 
and  amona  them  was  a  member  i^f  this  Hoose 
((General  Hamilton.)  He  was  dragged  fiom  h'u 
home  to  the  city  of  Philade^>hia,  incarcerated,  and 
a  bill  against  him  sent  to  the  grand  jury.  It  was 
returned  iffnoramos,  and  not  withstand  tog  the  lOr 
Docenee  of  this  gentleman  was  tbas  established, 
he  was  put  to  an  expense  of  between  five  and  six 
hundred  dollars,  not  a  cent  of  which  was  ever 
refunded  to  him  1  Are  we  then  disposed  to  pro- 
vide for  an  acquitted  felon,  to  remunerate  faim,  to 
^ive  him  a  premium  for  his  iniquities,  and  to  lea f« 
innocence  unnoticed  ?  He  trusted  not.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  dishonor  itself  by  sacb  am 
act,  and  he.  therefore,  hoped  a  recotauiitaieat  of 
the  bill  would  take  place. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  re- 
oommitted. 

SPANISH  AFFAIRS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
question  depending  at  the  time  of  thair  adjoara- 
ment,  on  Satnrdaj  last,  oa  an  appeal  from,  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  respecting  a  point  of  oirier  aa 
therein  stated. 

Mr.  Blaioklbbos  moved  that  the  gallerieii  should 
be  cleared.  The  Hoose  continued  io  aeciet  sit- 
ting  for  a  short  time,  when  the  doors  were  opened 
and  the  question  taken  by  yeas  apd  nays  oa  tlw 
point  of  order,  whether  the  decision  of  the  Spacer 
was  correct,  viz : 

«'That  the  sud  Message  bemg  eeatamed  m  the 
joomsl  of  the  secret  proeeediags  of  the  House,  sfBdtiis 
same  had  bssn  read  in  the  House,  it  was  nmr  in  OK^dsr 
to  oall  in  the  readhig  of  the  said  Measage;" 

It  was  decided  In  the  negative — ^yeas  43^  oaya 
59,  aslbllews: 

YxAS — George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clsik,  Joseph 
Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  John  Dawson,  James  Elliot, 
William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  John  Fowler,  James  M. 
Garnett,  Charles  Oohlsborough,  Edwin  Crray,  8eA 
Hastings,  Datjd  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Jamea  Kelly, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Jonathan  O.  Moasly,  Jemmah  Nolsoak 
Timiilhy  FJthiBy jnn^  iosiahQidB^t  JabaJKaadolph, 
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ThomM  M.  IUDd«lph»  iokn  Rea  of  PemMylraiiia, 
Tliomas  8ammoiM»  John  Cotton  Smith,  Samael  Smith, 
Thomaa  Spalding,  Bichard  StanilMrd,  William  Sted* 
man,  Lewis  B.  Stncg^,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip 
R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Pe- 
leg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexaiider 
Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Pavid 
Bard,  William  BlackJedge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  Chand- 
ler, Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Jacob  Crowninshield.  Richard  Cntts,  Ezra  Darby, 
Elias  Barle,  Caleb  EIHs,  Ebenexer  Elmer,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Petenon  Goodwyn,  Andrew 
Ovegg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas-  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
Walter  Jonee,  John  Lambert,  Miehad  Leib,  Duncan 
ftUFarbnd,  Robert  Marion,  Jostah  Maateis,  William 
McCrmij,  Nidiolaa  R.  Maore^  Jemmiab  Bfoirow,  John 
Morrow,  Guidon  8.  Mamferd,  Roger  Nehran,  Gideon 
Olin*  J<^n  Ptigh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
JUebards,  John  Riissel,  Peter  SaiUv,  Thomas  Sandford, 
JSbenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy, 
Joseph  B.  Yamum,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 
hil^  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  WilUams,  Nathan 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  i^d  Joseph  Winston. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  J.  Ramdolpb  oo  Saturday,  as  follows: 

<'That  liie  printed  snf^mentai  journal  of  secret 
pvoeeedoo^  be  amended,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
«<iaad"  in  the  third  line  ofthefimt  page,  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  6th  of  Decemb^ 
last,  and  that  a  new  edition  of  the  said  journal,  thus 
amended,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members." 

Mr.  Dana  aaid  be  waa  happy  they  were  enahled 
to  take  a  direct  Yoie  on  the  pubiioation  of  the  Mes* 
sage.  On  the  rote  just  taken  he  had  felt  himself 
bound  to  eottsult  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  who 
thought  when  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was  taken 
off,  it  did  not  apply  to  the  pubtieation  of  the  Mea- 
aage.  The  question  now  preaenis  itself  directly 
lor  cooaidefaiion.  whether  it  would  he  most  ex- 
pedieBt  to  publish  it.  It  appears  to  me,  said  Mr. 
bAWA,  that  there  will  be  no  breach  of  confidence 
in^pu  bHsbiag  it.  If  in  private  life  one  man  makes 
a  oommunieation  to  another,  and  the  person  who 
receives  it  &ays  he  will  not  pledge  himself  to  keep 
it  aeeret,  ihefe  is  no  oUi^tion  on  him  not  to  di- 
vulge it,  and  ahould  he  divulge  it  there  will  be.no 
quesiion  about  the  violation  of  confidence.  U  nder 
what  fonn  then,  was  the  oommunicatioii  of  the 
President  made  to  .this  House  ?  Is  there  anything 
in  the  Coostilution  relative  to  the  President's  com- 
munieating  any  thiogto  either  House  in  confidence, 
and  absckiuiely  prohibiting  either  House  from.die* 
doaing  i  t "?  If  ihere  is  no  auch  thiog  in  the  Coft- 
atittttion  the  discloaure  must  be  left  lo  our  discre- 
tion, of  the  propriety  of  which  we  must  be  the 
ju^^»  In  the  first  place,  the  Constitution  of  the 
Uni^ted  States  provides  for  such  communications 
to  Congress  as  the  President  may  see  fit  to  roaka 
it  also  declares  that  each  House  shall  be  governed 
by  such  rules  as  they  shall  make,  ^ow  when  this 
Message  was  received,  the  rules  of  the  last  House 
were  adopted,  and  are  such  as  are  now  in  force. 
WiuU  is  the  rule  applicable  to  the  piesent  point? 


**  Whenaver  confidential  communications  are  receiv- 
ed firom  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Honse 
shall  be  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  members  and 
the  Clerk,  and  so  continue  during  the  reading  of  the 
communications,  and  (unless  otherwise  directed  by  the 
House)  during  all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  had 
thereon.  And  when  the  Speaker,  or  any  other  member, 
shall  inform  the  House,  that  he  has  communications  to 
make,  which  he  conceives  ought  to  be  kept  secret,  the 
House  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  cleared  till  the  com- 
munications be  made ;  the  House  shall  then  determine 
whether  the  matter  communicated  requires  secrecy  or 
not,  and  take  order  accordingly." 

The  President  can  make  no  oomiounications  to 
us  except  under  this  rule.  It  was  under  this  rule 
that  this  Message  was  communicated.  What  is 
the  inference  ?  The  rule  was  peremptory,  so  far 
as  it  required  the  communication  of  the  President 
to  be  read  with  closed  doors ;  but  after  having  been 
so  received,  it  is  strictly  within  the  i>ower  of  the 
House  to  decide  whether  it  shall  continue  private, 
or  be  published.  The  Prei^ident  must  have  com- 
municated the  Message  under  this  impression.  No 
obJijration  of  confidence  can  be  infringed  by  pub- 
lishin£[  it.  Believing,  therefore,  that  the  publica- 
tion wjll  be  no  violation  of  confidence,  and  believ- 
ing that  it  will  be  for  the  public  good,  I  shall  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Sloan^ — I  sball  as  decidedly  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  vote  against  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Message;  and  on  a  principle  which  it 
behooves  me  never  to  abandon  so  long  as  I  hold  a 
seat  on  this  floor.  If  I  understood  anything  of  the 
matter,  it  was  communicated  to  the  House  by  the 
President  in  confidence  that  it  would  not  be  pub- 
lished ;  and  if  I  have  any  idea  of  propriety,  it 
ought  to  be  still  kept  secret,  and  the  reasons  which 
first  made  it  &o  still  continue.  If  we  are  not  C(m- 
stitutipnally  bound  to  keep  the  communications 
made  by  the  President  secret,  I  do  conceive  9ve 
are  under  an  obligation  of  respect  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  Grovernment,  not  to  betray  theoon" 
fidence  reposed  in  us;  and  should  this  communi- 
cation be  published  the  other  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  first  to  sanction  it.  Such'a  course 
would,  in  my  opinion,  have  a  direct  tendency  to 
destroy  our  confidence  in  the  President,  tmd  our 
diplomatic  character  abroad. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — Before  the  question  is  taken 
I  have  a  few  observations  to  offer  in  addition  to 
those  which  I  submitted  the  other  day  on  the  sub- 
lect  of  the  secret  proceedings,  to  show  that  the 
Measaffe  of  the  President  ought  to  be  published, 
not  only  in  justifieationf»f  the  report  of  the  selcot 
committee  which  has  been  published, but  in  justiee 
to  the  Government  itself.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  in  the  public  prints,  and  on  this  floor,  to  give 
a  color  to  the  proceediaip  of  the  House,  when  in 
conclave,  toiaUy  inconsistent  with,  and  in  oppo- 
attion  to  truth.  It  has  been  intimated  that  the 
minority  were  in  favor  of  war ;  or  by  iiitimatiog 
that  the  majority  were  in  favor  of  specific  mea- 
sures,  the  inference  has  been  drawn  that  the  nir 
nority  were  in  favor  of  war.  The  fact  is  this— 
and  as  the  Message  of  the  President  ban  been  read 
as  a  pactof  the  journal  ordered  to  be  pttbliahed,aB 
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the  Speaker  and  Clerk  have  attested,  I  will  under- 
take to  state  what  it  contains,  unless  prevented  by 
the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  interrupted  Mr.  R.  hy  observing 
that  such  a  statement  would  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Ranoolph. — I  will  confine  myself  to  stating 
that  the  division  of  sentiment  in  the  House,  was 
whether  we  should  have  a  territorial  accommodsi- 
tion  of  our  differences  with  Spain,  whether  we 
should  have  an  accommodation  which  did  not 
merely  suit  Spain  and  us,  or  a  moneyed  accom- 
modation which  neither  suited  us  or  Spain,  but 
France.  A  recurrence  to  the  journals  will  show 
this  to  have  been  the  principal  difference  that  sub- 
sisted within  the  walls  of  this  House.  There  was 
no  party  of  men  in  this  House,  or  elsewhere,  in 
favor  of  war — for  I  beg  leave  to  call  gentlemen  on 
the  committee  to  witness  that  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  select  committee  was,  that  we 
should  neither  give  money  nor  make  war ;  but  that 
we  should  defend  the  limits  of  the  old  United 
States  and  the  territories  acquired  from  Spain. 
What  were  the  facts?  Our  army  was  dispersed 
in  cantonments,  God  knows  where.  The  country 
to  be  protected  was  far  removed  from  any  consid- 
erable surrounding  population — a  country  which, 
from  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  placed,  must 
be  kept  and  held  by  military  force.  When  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  irom  the  most  conti- 
guous States  to  New  Orleans  were  deputed  to  take 
possession  of  the  country,  events  proved  that  it 
could  not  be  defended  by  militia  unless  indeed  by 
the  militia  of  the  Chickasaws.  the  Creeks,  and 
Choctaws.  It  is  not  only  cut  off  from  the  populous 
parts  of  the  United  States  but  it  is  protruded  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  also  surrounded  by  ex- 
tensive marshes,  which  do  not  admit  of  its  being 
defended  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  parts 
of  the  United  States.  So  much  with  regarcl  to  a 
standing  army.  The  committee  applied  to  the 
head  of  the  proper  department  to  know  what  force 
would  be  required  to  defend  the  frontiers.  Our 
report  has  been  published.  Why  have  not  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  his 
report  been  likewise  published  ?  If  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  will  take  upon  itself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  defending  the  country  with  a  single 
granadier,  be  it  so.  But  it  was  said  there  was  not 
sufficient  force  to  defend  the  country ;  and  are  we 
not  now  attempting  by  a  landed  bounty  to  generate 
this  force  ?  These  circumstances  prove  our  views 
in  committee,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  all 
the  force  we  have  should  have  been  placed  in  the 
Yteinity  of  New  Orleans — that  was  the  weak  point 
which  ought  to  have  been  guarded. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  subject.  Against 
Spain,  with  whom  we  had  tried  the  fair  experi- 
ment of  negotiation,  and  which  had  totally  failed, 
we  took  no  manly  attitude ;  while  we  reserved  all 
OUT  energy  for  Great  Britain,  and  determined  to 
coerce  her  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  her 
millinery.  Yes,  against  Spain,  when  our  negotia- 
tions had  totally  failed,  and  under  circumstances 
of  disgrace  to  the  United  States,  we  took  no  man- 
ly ffround,  but  begged  her  to  take  money ;  while 
wiw  Great  Britain,  with  whom  negotiation  had 


not  failed,  while  a  negotiation  was  depending, 
we  declared  ourselves  in  favor  of  taking  a  deci- 
sive and  hostile  attitude.    Here  is  the  real  differ- 
ence of  opinion.    In  the  one  case  we  had  a  pend- 
ing negociation.    In  the  other  it  had  been  tried 
and  failed.    But  that  is  not  all.    Because  we 
bought  Louisiana  from  France,  it  was  contended 
that  we  should  be  following  the  old  precedent  bj 
buying  the  Floridas  of  Spain.    But  in  answer  U 
was  observed  that  in  the  first  case  we  made  an 
offer  to  purchase,  as  a  prelude  to  negotiation ;  and 
it  was  declared  that  the  misconduct  oi  the  Span- 
ish agents  was  unauthorized.    But  here  the  case 
was  completely  reversed.    There  was  no  doubt 
of  the  misconduct  of  the  Spanish  agents  being  au- 
thorized, and  negotiation  had  been  tried  and  had 
failed.    There  was  another  difference.    In  one 
case  we  made  a  fair  and  honorable  purchase  from 
France  who  owned  the  property;  but  in  this  CMse, 
we  observed  that  we  were  about  to  make  a  dis- 
honorable purchase  of  a  highwayman  of  property 
taken  from  its  rightful  owner,  or  to  obtain  his  ser- 
vices to  bully  it  from  its  rightful  owner ;  and  it 
was  known,  the  declaration  had  been  repeatedly 
made,  that  a  high  officer  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  the  head  of  the  Department  of  State, 
avowed  that  the  money  was  for  France.     Where 
has  the  Hornet  sailed  1    To  Corunna  or  to  Cadiz? 
No.  to  Nantz,  the  high  road  to  Paris.    It  was  not 
because  there  was  a  party  in  the  House  indisposed 
to  the  honest  acquisition  of  the  Floridas,  but  be- 
aause  there  was  a  party  indisposed  to  acquire  them 
at  the  expense  of  the  national  treasure  and  booory 
that  opposition  originated  to  the  measures  foa 
have  taken.    No,  sir,  we  were  not  for  war,  wc 
were  for  peace — for  acting  on  true  policy,  on  tbe 
principle  of  taking  firmer  ground  than  has  been 
taken — that  ground  which  we  thought  was  called 
for ;  and  not  for  endeavoring  to  curry  favor  with 
one  of  the  European  Powers  by  throwing  oar 
weight  in  her  scale,  and  thus  producing  a  cause 
of  quarrel  with  another  nation  during  a  pending 
negotiation.    This  is  the  fact.    We  told  gentle- 
men, that,  after  France  had  said,  if  you  give  Spain 
one  blow  I  will  give  you  ten  or  two,  I  do  not  re- 
collect which, — after  she  had  told  you  that  your 
claims  against  Spain  must  be  abandoned, — after 
she  had  in  the  most  insulting  and  degrading  man- 
ner interfered  in  your  differences  with   Spain, — 
that,  under  these  circumstances  to  put  money  into 
the  nands  of  France  was  not  only  a  yiolation  of 
your  neutrality  with  Great  Britain ;  but  that  the 
ground  subsequently  taken  towards  Great  Britain 
was  a  most  dastardly  accommodation  to  the  wishes 
of  France,  in  order,  by  putting  on  a  hostile  atti- 
tude to  Great  Britain,  to  curry  Favor  with  the  Bra- 
peror  of  France ;  and  which  was  not  demanded 
by  the  situation  of  our  affairs  with  Great  Britain. 
What  is  our  true  policy  ?    To  take  part  with 
neither  of  those  nations — to  let  neither  of  them 
finger  one  dollar  of  our  money — to  resist  the  unjust 
pretensions  of  all.  This  policy  we  have  abandoned, 
and  what  is  the  consequence?    The    national 
honor  has  received  a  stain  which  all  the  waters  of 
the  Potomac  cannot  wash  out.    It  is  on  the  page 
of  history,  and  cannot  now  be  taken  o£    The  na- 
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tion  is  feCiginatieed — it  has  receired  a  btot,  which 
all  your  India  rubber  oaunot  efface. 

But  it  has  been  represented  that  I  took  part  with 
the  Spanish  against  the  American  Qovemment  in 
relation  to  the  disputed  territory  between  the  Per- 
dido  and  the  Mississippi.  I  took  part  so  far  as  this : 
I  did  not  wish  to  see  the  American  honor  sacri^ 
ficed  in  a  contest  with  Spain.    I  took  part  so  far 
as  to  be  called  a  Spanish  partisan  by  some  gentle- 
men, while  others  charged  me  with  being  willing 
to  kindle  a  war  with  Spain.    I  stated  that  we  had 
never  received  copies  of  the  instructions  of  the 
Minister  delegated  to  negotiate  with  the  Spanish 
Qovernment ;  and  that,  if  we  should  call  for  the 
documents,  we  should  find  that  the  business,  from 
the  first  to  the  last,  bad  been  managed  in  the  most 
imbecile  manner.*  I  do  not  speak  of  the  neffotia- 
tor-~God  forbid !— *but  of  those  who  drew  the  in- 
structions of  the  man  who  negotiated.    We  bought 
Louisiana  from  France,  nc^er  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso.    According  to  the  Exec- 
utive understanding^  that  country  extended  to  the 
Perdido  and  the  Rio  Bravo.     We  immediately 
legislated  on  our  first  claim,  and  passed  a  law  erect- 
ing the  bay  and  shores  of  the  Mobile  into  a  reve- 
nue district.    What  was  the  fact  1    That  we  were 
legislating  without  information.    We  had  never 
b^n  told  that  Laussat  had  been  directed  to  receive 
the  country  only 'to  the  Iberville  and  the  Lakes. 
We  consequently  legislated  in  error,  for  want  of 
correct  Sxecutive  imormation.    This  was  the  be- 
ginning.   We  then  sent  Conunissioners  to  Mad- 
rid.    These  Commissioners  had  various  causes  of 
complaint  ag^ainst  Spain.    One  was  for  the  injury 
we  had  sustained  from  the  suspension  of  the  right 
of  deposit  at  New  Orleans,  which  has  not  to  this 
ila y  been  satisfied ;  another  was  for  spol  iations  com- 
BBttted  on  our  commerce  in  the  West  Indies ;  an- 
other for  spoliations  committed  by  France ;  and 
aoather  relative  to  boundaries.    We  claimed  to 
the  JRio  Bravo,  but  our  Commissioners  declared 
themselves  ready  toagree,  in  case  Spain  ceded  the 
disputed  country  to  the  east,  that  the  Colorado 
should  be  the  boundary  line ;  and  to  make  even 
this  offer,  our  agents  were  obliged  to  exceed  their 
instructions.    This  information  is  not  drawn  from 
documents  before  the  House— fit  is  not  confiden- 
tiaL     If  gentlemen  doubt  its  correctness,  let  them 
call  for  official  docun&enits.    We  wanted  the  ter- 
ritory OD  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  offered  to 
pay  fbr  it  with  territory  west  or  the  Mississippi; 
hut  3patfi  replies,  That  territory  belongs  to  me; 
and  as  I  am  able  aad  willing  to  defend  both,  I  will 
not  give  up  one  to  pay  for  the  other.    And  so  far 
from  making  the  Colorado  river  a  boundary — be- 
ins'  ^  8^^^^  concession,  the  present  actual  bound- 
ary is,  I  know  not  how  many  hundred  miles  this 
side  of  it.    Could  such  a  negotiation,  thus  con- 
ducted, fail  to  succeed  ?    The  great  wonder  with 
m^,  is,  that  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  made 
out  to  continue  their  exertions  so  lonff  as  they 
did,  in  pressing  such  a  proposition.    At  uist,8oroe 
of  the  ^  Y,  and  Z  men  go  to  our  Ministers,  and 
say.  Put  on  a  hostile  attitude  towards  Spain,  and, 
ivhen  things  are  coming  to  a  rupture,  refer  Spain 
to  our  mediation — give  us  a  round  sum,  and  we 
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will  dictate  the  terms  on  which  an  accommoda* 
tion  shall  take  place.  When  the  fact  came  out, 
a  pfeneral  astonishment  prevailed ;  and  my  worthy 
friend  from  Maryland,  who  no  longer  holds  a  seat 
in  this  House,  told  you  that  he  hoped  in  God  the 
negotiation  would  fail.  I  have  said  so  much,  that 
at  least  that  portion  of  the  public  in  our  hearing 
may  be  undeceived  in  respect  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  House,  when  in  conclave,  and  may  give  due 
information  to  their  constituents  when  they  go 
home ;  for,  situated  as  we  are,  in  this  remote  cor- 
ner of  the  Union-rin  a  wilderness  and  desert,  with 
but  a  single  press — it  is  impossible  that  anything 
like  a  correct  transcript  of  our  proceedings  can  go 
to  the  public.  I  make  this  statement,  that  it  may 
be  known  that  we  felt  no  indisposition  to  respect 
the  national  honor,  either  as  to  Britain  or  Spain, 
and  that  we  were  for  no  half- way  measures  with 
either  nation.-  We  were  willing  to  trv  negotiation 
with  Britain,  and  when  that  had  failed,  we  were 
willing  to  go  to  the  requisite  length. 

I  hope,  tor  the  honor  of  the  Executive  Qovem- 
ment of  the  United  States,  the  Message  of  the 
President  will  be  published.  With  regard  to  any 
effect  it  may  have  on  the  negotiations  at  Paris,  it 
is  the  most  idle  thing  in  the  world  to  talk  of  any 
effect  being  produced  there  by  anything  but 
money.  They  will  look  at  your  cash — if  it  is 
enough  you  will  have  your  business  done ;  if  not, 
it  will  not  be  done.  On  this  point,  I  will  add  a 
slnele  word.  I  am  prepared  to  hear  it  said  that, 
if  this  negotiation  fails,  it  will  be  in  consequence 
of  the  secret  journal  being  published.  But  it  re- 
quires no  wizard  to  foretell  that  it  will  fail.  It 
must.  The  battle  at  Austerlitz  has  settled  that 
question,  it  cannot  succeed.  It  is  impossible; 
and,  were  it  possible,  the  success  of  the  negotia- 
tion would  depend  on  nothing  done  in  this  House, 
save  the  sum  of  money  given  to  France  to  com- 
pel Spain  to  do  so  and  so.  What  will  be  the  con- 
sequence of  your  measures  7  If  there  shall  be  a 
peace  in  Europe,  you  will  expect  a  strong  Span- 
ish squadron,  aided  perhaps  by  a  French  force,  in 
the  bay  of  Pensacola,  and  you  may  be  glad  to  get 
off  with  a  loss  of  two  millions — you  may  be  giad 
to  c^et  off  with  a  loss  of  twenty  millions.  France 
sold  Louisiana  to  the  United  States  for  so  many 
millions ;  $3,750,000  of  which  were  to  be  paid  to 
our  citizens.  We  have  been  gulled  out  of  that. 
But  the  last  thing  that  has  entered  into  the  mind 
of  France  is  to  settle  anything  definite  with  fixed 
metes  and  boundaries.  Her  object  is  to  deal  with 
you  for  money.  She  means  to  sell  by  the  degree, 
and  every  time  you  apply  to  her  for  a  settlement 
of  boundaries,  she  will  call  upon  you  for  more 
money.  We  were  indisposed  to  give  into  these 
terms. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  said,  that  the  question  before  the 
House  was  only  a  motion  for  amending  the  secret 
journal  from  which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  was 
taken  off,  by  inserting  the  President's  confidential 
communication.  Yet,  by  attending  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph.) it  would  appear  that  he  was  engaged  in 
supporting  articles  of  impeachment  against  the 
hign  officers  of  the  Qovernment,  and  not  against 
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them  only,  but  also  aeaiast  a  respectable  majority 
of  this  House,  as  if  he  had  been  vested  with  au- 
thority to  censure  and  denounce  their  legislative 
measures  on  their  own  floor,  when  the  subjects 
were  no  longer  before  the  House. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  no  motion  has  been  laid  on 
c  your  table  for  impeaching  the  conduct  of  these 
nigh  Executive  officers,  nor  can  any  motion  be 
admitted  to  enable  a  member  of  the  minority  to 
impeach  the  majority.  It  is  contrary  to  good  or- 
der, it  is  an  outrage  on  decency,  to  defame  the 
character,  or  impeach  the  conduct,  in  this  way,  of 
public  officers  or  citizens  on  this  floor,  where  they 
cannot  answer  for  themselves.  It  has  never  been 
admitted  in  other  public  bodies  in  the  United 
States,  nor  in  Congress,  till  it  was  introduced  by 
the  member  from  Virginia ;  and,  fortunately,  it 
18  peculiar  to  him  alone  to  entertain  the  House 
with  tales  brought  from  out  of  doors,  or  from  the 
whispers  behind  our  bar,  and  with  unsupported 
slanders  on  the  Administration,  and  officers  of  the 
'  Grovernment. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  he  (Mr.  R^  has  at- 

\  tacked  the  respectable  character  of  the  Secretary 

'  of  State  in  this  rude  manner  on  this  floor.    This 

.  manner  of  doing  it  is  entirely  improper.    If  Mr. 

R.  had  a  charge  against  him,  he  ouffht  to  have 

moved  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  that 

high  officer,  as  had  been  done  not  long  since  with 

another  respectable  head  of  a  Department;  but 

this  would  not  have  answered  the  gentleman's 

purposes  of  slander.    The  Secretary  of   State 

would  have  had  the  opportunity  of  defending  his 

own  character. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  the  charge  for  which 
the  Secretary  is  so  vehemently  denounced  1  It 
is  some  sentences  of  a  confidential  conversation, 
told  in  Mr.  R.'s  own  manner.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  that  gentleman  is  in  the  habit  of  entertaining 
the  House  with  scraps  of  confidential  conversa- 
tions, but  surely  he  knows  that  the  House  cannot 
take  his  statements  for  vouchers.  He  knows,  and 
this  House  knows,  that  he  has  already  had  to  cor- 
rect on  this  floor  a  statement  which  he  had  rudely 
made,  of  part  of  a  confidential  conversation  he 
had  had  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  but 
even  the  correction  is  justly  presumed  to  have  been 
defective ;  it  was  not  the  whole  truth.  The  House 
does  not  receive  the  assertion  of  any  member,  in- 
stead of  vouchers,  not  even  on  a  motion  for  im- 
peachment, or  a  complaint  of  contempt.  In  such 
cases,  testimony  is  required.  When  the  gentle- 
man's habits,  in  this  House,  are  considered,  and 
the  evident  resentment  which  he  declares  to  be 
irreconcilable,  and  which  he  expresses  in  a'manner 
not  to  be  mistaken,  against  the  Secretary  of  State, 
we  are  justified  not  only  in  receiving  his  asser- 
tions with  some  abatement  of  confidence,  but  with 
suspicion. 

Mr.  F.  said,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
this  day,  as  on  former  days,  said  a  great  deal  about 
France;  that  we  were  about  to  give  money  to 
France ;  to  sive  a  bribe  to  France,  &c.  Does  the 
gentleman  dream  about  France  at  nights,  and  re- 
tail his  dreams  in  this  House  in  days,  or  is  his 
imagination  always  in  a  dreaming  state  ?    If  we 


are  to  judge  from  the  desultoriness  of  his  argu- 
ments, perpetually  wandering  from  the  subject 
before  the  House,  dragging  in  subjects  that  have 
no  bearing  on  the  question,  flying  from  one  sub- 
ject to  another,  without  coherence;  we  might 
justly  presume  that  the  last  and  many  other  of  his 
arguments  were  the  dreaming  effusions  of  a  vivid 
imagination,  highly  disordered. 

Mr.  F.,  taking  the  secret  Journals,  now  made 
public,  in  his  hand,  read  the  resolution  agreed  to 
with  shut  doors,  declaring  that  the  appropriation 
was  made  toward  defraying  the  expense  which 
may  be  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish 
territories  lying  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  Mississippi. 
This  resolution,  he  said,  was  the  foundation  of  the 
bill  now  enacted  into  a  law,  with  sach  a  chan^ 
of  language,  as  has  been  usually  made  hitherto  in 
such  cases  respecting  our  foreign  relations.  Mr. 
F.  turned  to  another  ^resolution,  moved  and  sap- 
ported  and  voted  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia himself,  authorizing  the  President  to  make 
a  settlement  of  existing  differences  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Court  of  Madrid,  by  mak- 
ing an  arrangement  between  the  two  Ghivera- 
ments,  which  shall  secure  an  ample  baniei  to 
Spain  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  United 
States  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mississippi, 
and  to  the  eastward  of  it.  Both  these  resolotions 
were  carried  to  the  President,  agreeably  to  the 
order  of  the  House,  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia himself,  and  another  member. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  voted  against  the  second  resoJa- 
tion,  because  the  subject  belonged  to  the  treaty- 
makinff  power,  over  which  the  House  bad  no 
control,  except' where  ffnnu  of  money  were  re- 
quired ;  but  it  was  carried,  and  it  was  Mr.  R.  who 
prepared,  moved,  sopfiorted,  and  presented  to  the 
President  both  resolutions.    The  same  g^entlemai 
who  has  so  frequently,  on  this  floor,  in  bis  reveriei 
about  France,  asserted  that  there  was  no  Spaia, 
no  Pyrenees,  that  Spain  was  in  France,  4cc^  and, 
on  this  wild  assertion,  he  grounds  his  still  more 
wild  assertions,  that  we  are  giving  money  for  a 
bribe  to  France.    Does  he  never  reflect,  in  his 
dreams,  that  he  has  given  from  under  his  own 
hand,  confirmed  by  his  official  vote  in  the  House, 
that  there  is  a  Spain  with  whom  the  United  States 
should  make  an  exchange  of  territory,  and  to 
whom  we  ought  to  grant  an  ample  barrier  on  the 
side  of  Mexico ;  that  there  is  a  Court  of  Madrid 
with  whom  it  is  competent  for  the  United  Stales 
to  make  arrangemenu?    There  is  not  a  word 
about  France  in  either  of  the  re8olotion%  nor  in 
the  law,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  proceedings.  This 
is  evident  to  every  citizen  who  reads  the  Joomals 
of  the  secret  proceedingH.    Mr.  F.  asked,  how- 
will  the  gentleman  reconcile  his  frequent  and  bold 
assertions,  that  there  was  no  Spain,  no  Spanish 
territory,  4^c.,  with  his  deliberate  and  solemn  offi- 
cial act  directly  in  opposition  to  his  assertions  t 
How,  at  this  time,  with  these  Journals  before 
him,  could  he  have  the  efirontery  to  declare  that 
the  United  States  were  irrecoverably  dishonored 
by  these  transactions  ? 

But,  he  says,  in  proof  of  this  assertion,  cbat  tbe 
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ship  with  the  instructions,  4^c.,has  gone  to  Nantes, 
in  France,  instead  of  Corunna  in  Spain.  What 
sort  of  proof  is  this?  Why  did  he  not  tell  the 
whole  truth?  Why  did  he  not  tell  the  House 
that  the  ship  carriea  the  appointment  of  Envoy 
Extraordinary,  and  instructions  to  our  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  France,  to  go  to  the  Court  of  Spain 
to  assist  oup  Ministers  at  Madrid,  in  negotiating 
at  that  Court,  asreeahly  to  the  gentleman's  own 
resolution,  and  the  law  passed  for  that  purpose  by 
Congress  ?  No.  So  much  candor  would  not  have 
answered  the  gentleman's  purposes. 

But  a  few  days  since,  that  gentleman  informed 
the  House  that  the  ship  had  sailed,  and  taken  the 
inoney  with  her  before  the  appropriation  was 
made,  dbc.  Presently,  it  got  into  the  newspapers, 
that  a  ^reat  many  tons  of  specie,  he  believed 
above  sixty,  were  carried  away  in  that  ship. 
Every  member  who  understood  the  subject  knew 
that  the  assertion  was  wholly  unfounded.  They 
knew  that  money  was  never  sent  in  this  way  for 
such  purposes.  They  knew  that  the  object  was 
always  accomplished  by  providing  a  credit  for 
bills  to  be  drawn  when  the  negotiation  was  com- 
pleted. That  this  was  the  case  at  present,  any 
member  may  be  informed  by  inquiring  at  the 
proper  source ;  but  he  would  take  no  notice  of 
several  other  such  misrepresentations,  calculated 
to  impose  on  the  House,  and  to  occasion  false- 
hoods to  be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  publishing 
the  secret  Journals,  though  he  knew  they  would 
operate  to  correct  numerous  unfair  allusions  that 
had  been  made  to  them  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  on  some  occasions  with  open  doors,  that 
they  would  convince  the  citizens  that  the  proceed- 
ings with  respect  to  Spain  had  no  analogv  to  or 
bearing  on,  our  commercisd  relations  with  Britain, 
and  will  show  what  confidence  is  to  be  placed  in 
the  gentleman's  assertions.  But  the  unprecedent- 
ed publication,  not  onljr  while  the  negotiation  was 
depending,  but  before  it  had  commenced,  being 
calculated  to  defeat  it,  agreeably  to  the  gentle- 
man's wish,  so  frequently  expressed,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
YOted  against  taking  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
until  the  issue  of  the  negotiation  was  known, 

S^reeabl  V  to  all  former  precedents  in  similar  cases. 
e  said  he  would  also  vote  against  publishing  the 
President's  communications,  not  only  because  the 
design  was  to  defeat  the  negotiation,  but  to  de- 
stToy  confidence  between  the  Executive  and  the 
Legislature,  and  between  our  Qovernment  and 
foreign  nations ;  but,  for  this  reason,  he  said,  he 
would  wish  them  published,  to  correct  the  4isor- 
derly  misrepresentations  made  of  them  by  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Virginia,  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  F.  said,  the  gentleman  has  charged  the 
majority  of  this  House  with  giving  money  to  pur- 
chase peace  with  Spain,  who  refused  to  negotiate 
with  us,  and  took  measures  that  would  lead  to 
*war  with  Great  Britain,  while  negotiation  with 
that  nation  was  depending.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
gentleman  gives  a  mistaken  view  of  the  case. 
With  Spain  there  was  no  negotiation  depending 
for  the  purchase  of  Florida.  A  negotiation  had 
takea  place  about  settling  the  boundaries  of  Lou- 


isiana; but  the  parties  had  differed  in  opinion. 
The  President  might  have  very  properly  negotia- 
ted for  the  purchase  of  the  territory  so  very  dcy 
sirable  to  us,  and  might  have  laid  the  treaty  before 
Congress  for  their  approbation  and  provision ;  and 
in  so  doing,  have  thrown  the  responsibility  on 
tbem.  But  he,  no  doubt  for  good  reasons,  chose 
to  have  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and  provis- 
ion for  the  object  before  he  commenced  the  nego- 
tiation. This  he  has  obtained,  but  not  in  time  for 
the  negotiation  to  have  yet  been  begun. 

It  is  well  known  that,  with  respect  to  the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen,  a  real  and  unequivocal 
act  of  hostility,  negotiation  has  been  attempted 
with  Britain  during  the  whole  course  of  the  former 
and  present  European  war,  but  without  effect. 
At  one  period  it  seemed  to  be  a^eed  upon;  but 
it  was  afterwards  clogged  with  inadmissible  ex- 
ceptions. Last  summer,  after  the  new  and  ruin- 
ous aggressions  on  our  commerce  had  been  author- 
ized, the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Court  of  London,  after  other  attempts  to  negotiate 
had  failed,  gave  into  that  Court  a  sensible  and 
spirited  memorial,  to  which  no  answer  was  ^iven 
when  we  received  the  latest  information.  There- 
fore the  whole  extent  of  negotiation  with  Brit- 
ain on  those  subjects  amounts  to  this,  that  the 
United  States  perseveringly  endeavored  to  nego- 
tiate, and  Great  Britain  as  perseveringly  declined 
negotiation.  Mr.  F  concluded  by  sayinj^.  that  as 
he  had  no  intention  when  he  rose  to  follow  the 
gentleman  through  all  his  extravagant  wander- 
ings, he  would  detain  the  House  no  longer. 

Mr.  FisK. — I  shall,  with  some  reluctance,  vote 

Xinst  amending  the  Journal.  It  is  my  wish,  at 
Limes,  to  bring  before  the  public  eye  whatever 
is  done  by  its  public  agents,  whenever  the  good 
of  the  countr]^  admits  of  it.  I  conceive,  however, 
this  communication  to  be  confidential,  and  that  it 
would  involve  a  breach  of  faith  to  tne  other  de- 
partments now  to  publish  it.  We  are  told  to-day. 
for  our  consolation,  that  some  members  have  votea 
with  their  eyes  open  to  truckle  to  France,  in  order 
to  coerce  Spain,  and  that  others  have  voted  to  the 
same  effect  ignorantly.  I,  however,  am  one  of 
those  who  remain  obstinate  in  my  conviction,  in 
spite  of  all  the  information  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  I  believe  we  have  acted  as  our  duty 
required,  and  as  justice  to  our  constituents  de- 
manded. We  are  asked  what  is  the  situation  of 
this  countrv  with  regard  to  Spain  and  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, and  wnere  the  injury  towards  us  lies  7  Is  it 
witn  Spain?  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
speaks  the  truth,  we  have  no  ground  of  complaint 
against  Spain  as  to  territorial  aggressions ;  for,  it 
will  be  recollected,  that  that  gentleman,  when 
our  doors  were  shut,  said  that  tne  boundary  line 
claimed  by  Spain  was  on  this  side  of  the  country 
where  those  aggressions  took  place,  and  that, 
when  the  negotiation  took  place  oetween  France 
and  the  United  States,  Spain  entered  a  caveat 
against  our  acquiring  this  country  $  and,  in  his 
opinion,  by  the  treaty  with  France,  we  acquired 
no  territory  east  of  the  Iberville.  There  was,  it 
is  true,  an  outrage  committed  by  officers  of  Spain 
within  the  acknowledged  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States.  But  what  are  the  facts  attending  this 
affair  7  The  momeot  representation  was  made  to 
the  Gorernor  of  the  Floridas,  he  declared  the  ag- 
gression unauthorized,  and  promised  to  make  a 
full  and  strict  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  at- 
tending it.  Does  this  look  like  settled  hostility  on 
the  part  of  Spain  ?  No,  it  ought  to  he  received 
as  a  sufficient  disavowal  of  any  such  hostile  in- 
tention. This  information  we  have  from  official 
documents  on  our  tables.  Let  me  now  ask,  what 
is  our  situation  relative  to  Great  Britain  ?  Has 
she  not  committed  lawless  aggressions  on  our 
commerce,  and  continued  to  impress  our  seamen 
for  years  past?  Under  these  circumstances,  what 
ougnt  to  be  the  policy  of  this  Government? 
Ou^ht  we  forthwith  to  declare  war  ajj^ainst  Spain 
while  we  negotiate  with  Great  Britain?  The 
jrentleman  from  Vir£[inia  says  he  is  not  for  declar- 
ing war  against  Spain ;  but  the  resolution  which 
he  proposed  contained  a  proposition  lor  raising  a 
number  of  troops  to  repel  the  aggressions  of  Span- 
ish subjects.  JLet  me  ask,  then,  whether  it  is 
probable  that  the  raising  additional  troops  would 
be  less  likely  to  produce  war  than  a  mere  com- 
mercial regulation  ?  But  it  is  said  that  Spain  is 
under  the  control  of  France ;  that  she  is  indeed 
in  a  state  of  bondage  to  France,  and  it  is  inquired 
whether  it  would  be  just  to  receive  this  country 
from  a  Government  in  such  a  state  of  vassalage? 
But  if  Spain  is  in  this  state,  are  we  therefore  to 
renounce  our  own  interest  ?  Or,  is  our  obligation 
to  pursue  that  interest,  by  the  means  in  our  power, 
to  oe  lessened  ?  If  Spain  sees  fit  to  suffer  herself 
to  be  controlled  by  France,  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  are  for  crossing  the  water  to  be  the  guardian 
of  her  rights.  I  am  not  so  much  of  a  republican 
yet.  In  this  country  this  species  of  republican- 
ism belongs  ezclusiyely  to  that  gentleman,  though 
he  has  not  the  honor  of  being  the  original  in- 
yentor.  The  despots  of  Europe  have  long  under- 
stood it.  The  Emperors  of  Germany  and  Rus- 
sia, with  the  King  of  Prussia,  were  actuated  by 
it  in  the  conquest  and  division  of  Poland,  and  the 
same  would  have  led  us  to  war  with  Spain,  and 
a  conquest  of  the  Floridas.  It  is  said  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  raise  an  army,  as  the  frontiers 
coola  not  be  defended  by  militial  But  I  believe 
that  this  is  not  true.  I  believe,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  militia  are  able  and  ready  to  defend  the 
country  whenever  it  shall  be  in  danger.  As  to 
the  Goveriiment  of  Great  Britain,  we  are  told  we 
have  assumed  a  hostile  attitude  to  her.  How? 
By  barely  going  into  commercial  regulations? 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  do  this — and  has  Great 
Britain  a  right  to  complain  of  what  she  herself 
daily  practises?  But  the  gentleman,  it  seems,  is 
priocipally  against  the  negotiation  with  Spain, 
because  of  the  effect  it  wjU  have  on  our  affairs 
with  Great  Britain. 

It  seems,  then,  that  the  gentleman  is  not  dis- 
posed to  snrink  from  war  when  it  would  carry 
him  to  his  true  point  With  Great  Britain  be 
sees  war  in  all  its  horrors ;  but  when  we  come  to 
Spain,  he  says  that,  unless  we  take  hostile  meas^ 
ttres  towards  her,  Great  Britain  will  take  umbrage. 
The  gentleman  says,  that  he  and  his  friends  wish, 


and  are  perfectly  ready  to  resist  the  aggressions  of 
both  Powers.  But  let  me  ask  how?  When  meas- 
ures were  proposed  to  be  taken  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, he  deprecated  her  power  and  the  danger  of  a 
conflict  with  her ;  with  a  prophetic  spirit  aad  in 
glowing  colors,  he  painted  the  dismal  seene-— our 
coasts  invaded,  our  towns  in  flames,  aad  our  citi- 
zens flying  to  the  mountains  for  shelter.  Should 
we  reaikee  this  predictioa,  I  can  tdl  the  gentleman 
for  his  consolation,  that  undoubtedly  sooie  guar- 
dian British  angel  will  protect  him  from  harm, 
and,  by  the  hand,  conduct  him  from  the  scene  oi 
destruction  to  some  place  of  safety. 

I  was  really  at  a  loss  to  discover  the  motives  of 
the  gentleman,  vrhen  he  brought  ^o  often  to  our 
view  the  egregious  folly,  weakness,  or  wickedness, 
pf  one  of  the  heads  of  departments.  At  every 
urn  of  his  discourse  we  met  wkh  a  complaint 
igai nst,  or  a  den u nciation  of  this  officer.  U  xhtj^ 
is  any  truth  in  the  charses  he  has  preferred,  he 
ought  to  brin^  them  fairly  before  the  House  and 
institute  an  inquiry.  But  to  assault  the  char- 
ftcter  of  a  man  m  tnis  side  way,  is  a  piece  of  cni- 
elty  and  breach  of  good  conduct,  which  ou^bt 
not  to  be  sufiS^red;  If  that  character  be  golfty, 
his  conduct  ought  to  be  properly  Inquired  into; 
but  I  fear  that  the  gentleman  from  Yireiaia.  in 
these  remarks,  had  a  different  view.  The  otner 
day  much  was  said  by  that  gentleman,  of  the  half- 
way house.  I  believe  that  he  has  engendered 
ideas  on  this  subject  in  his  own  brain,  until  not 
being  any  longer  able  to  keep  them,  he  has  di' 
vulged  them  to  the«  House.  I  will  say  nJbMi  be  is 
the  only  man  whom  I  have  heard  say  a  word  on 
the  subject. 

The  present  question  is  to  publish  the  Message 
of  the  President.  This  once  effected,  other  doc- 
uments may  be  called  for.  We  shaH  be  tcid  that 
it  will  be  incomplete  without  the  documents  froa 
our  foreign  agents.  I  believe  this  to  be  a  hcaack 
of  one  and  the  same  system,  the  effect  of  whidi 
will  be  to  destroy  the  harmony  essential  to  the 
Government.  When  the  President  made  this 
communication  to  the  two  Houses,  he  informed 
us  that  it  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  prudent  ta 
communicate  it  to  the  public  while  great  natiooal 
affairs  were  depending ;  nor  would  we  be  asthar- 
ized  to  do  it,  in  my  opinion,  without  eoasoltiog 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  Under  these 
impressions  I  am  decidedly  against  pablishiug  it 
at  present. 

I  have  heard  with  regret  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  made  this  and  the  other 
day ;  and  particularly  the  denunciation  of  one  ef 
our  heads  of  departnMnts,  reiatiye  to  a  prodaeci<m 
which  we  have  just  reason  to  admire,  and  re- 
specting a  man  who  has  served  his  counuy  for 
thirty  years  in  various  high  stations.  I  bold  a 
very  different  opinion  on  this  point  from  the  g<e&- 
tleman  from  Vireinia.  My  confidence  is  «r&sha- 
kcn  in  the  gentleman  he  denounces;  nor  do  I 
believe  the  confidence  of  the  nation  is  shakeo. 

Mr.  G^  W.  Campbell. — Before  the  question  is 
taken,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  submitting^  a  few 
remu-ks  to  the  House.  I  understand  the  question 
to  be,  to  insert  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
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the  6th  December,  in  the  Jtivrnat.    Itt  the  re- 
marks which  have  been  made  on  the  question, 
the  proceedings  of  the  House  while  in  secret  sit- 
ting hate  been  brought  into  view.    I  was  op- 
posed to  noaking  those  proceedings  public ;   I 
thought  then,  and  I  still  think  that  we  were  there- 
by committing  the  honor  of  the  nation.  *  I  did 
thtBk,  when  the  mtfjority  had  sanctioned  a  nego- 
tiation, that  no  measure  calculated  to  frustrate  it 
should  have  been  taken,  until  the  negotiation  had 
been  faivly  tried.    It  wm  for  this  reason  I  was 
apposed  to  removing  the  injunction  of  secrecy ; 
and  not  because  I  was  unwilling  that  the  people 
of  this  country  should  be  made  acijuainted  with 
the  proceedings  which  took  place  in  this  House 
witb  closed  doorsw     M^  object  was  to  prevent 
the  iftterlerence  of  forei^  nations,  who  oxight 
fed  aa  interest  in  defeating  the  measure.    The 
public  will  judge  of  the  propriety,  under  these 
circumstances,  of  making  these  proceedings  pub- 
itc.     But  as  a  partot  them  has  been  made' public, 
i  wisli  the  whole  could  bo  made  so,  consistent 
with  the  interest  of  the  nation  ;  lhoi»rh  I  enter- 
taio  strong  doubts  of  the  propnetv  of  the  mea^ 
sure,  I  shau  not.  however,  oppose  the  motion  be- 
lore  you.    But  before  the  question  is  taken.  I  beg 
leave  to  remark,  that  so  far  as  relates  to  tne  olP 
^flervations  between  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia, 
/  /Mr.  Ranoolph,)  and  the  head  of  one  of  the 
(    departments  of  this  OoTernment,  they  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  this  business ;  and  they  can  have  no 
'  influoiice  on  the  decisions  of  this  House.    I  did 
not  expect  to  have  heard  any  such  conversation 
tittr educed  on  this  floor.    We  did  not  come  here 
to  hear  such  conservation  or  to  act  upon  commu- 
- }  Biications  of  that  kind.    What  may  be  the  private 
.''  opinions  of  a  particular  head  of  department,  it  is 
oot  for  this  House  to  know ;  they  cannot  officially 
eome  before  us ;  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
ft  is  said,  sir,  that  a  certain  communicatiou 
wiiieh  was  calculated  to  affect  our  votes  relative 
to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Fioridas,  was  detained  some  weeks  after 
it  was  received  from  oar  Minister  abroad,  before 
it  was  laid  before  us.    I  say.  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
no  eoBimunication  made  to  tnis  House  was  cal- 
culated, in  my  opinion,  to  alter  the  votes  of  the 
menibers  of  the  House  on  that  subject — certainly 
none  that  would  have  changed  mine;  but  whe- 
ther that  commufticatioa  was  or  was  not  made 
to  us  in  doe  time  after  it  was  received,  I  do  not 

Eretend  to  say.  I  do  not  know,  however,  that  we 
are  any  elaim  to  it  from  the  head  of  depart- 
ment. It  was  not  his  duty  to  communicate  it  to 
ns,  that  belonged  to  the  Ezeoutive;  and  why  the 
circumstance  has  been  mentioned  here,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  say.  With  regard  to  some  other  re- 
marks made  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  J.  Clay,)  I  think  it  proper  to  state  that  there 
is  no  communication  before  this  House  which 
authorizes  the  assertion  that  a  threat  has  been 
made  hy  France  against  the  United  States.  I  deny, 
eir,  that  there  is  any  document  which,  if  properly 
understood,  can  be  construed  to  have  such  a  mean- 
ing. I  say,  likewise,  that  there  is  no  document 
before  the  Mouse  which  authorizes  the  assertion. 


that  France  told  us,  if  you  give  Spain  one  blow 
we  will  give  you  ten  or  two,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph.) 
There  is  no  such  expression,  nor  any  other  that 
would  eountenance  the  idea.  France  was  not 
brought  into  the  question  as  being  concerned  in 
our  differences  with  Spain.  She  has,  indeed, 
been  lugged  in,  in  the  place  of  argument ;  and 
we  have  been  charged  with  truckling  to  France, 
when  in  all  our  proceedings  the  name  of  France 
has  hardly  ever  been  mentioned,  except  by  gen- 
tlemen in  debate  who  will  not  admit  that  Spain 
exists  as  a  nation.  I  deem  it  proper  also,  to 
say,  that  the  assertion  that  any  member  of  this 
House  voted  for  a  measure  calculated  to  bribe 
one  nation,  to  induce  another  to  give  up  her 
rightful  property,  so  far  as  it  may  be  api)Iied  to 
me,  is  without  foundation,  and  not  authorized  by 
any  act  of  mine,  and  that  no  man  will  undertake 
to  say  so.  The  word  bribery  ought  not,  indeed,  to 
enter  the  walls  of  this  House,  as  applicable  to  any 
of  its  measures  or  proceedings.  It  will,  Mr. 
Speaker,  appear  from  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
now  made  public,  who  have  or  have  not  support- 
ed the  interest  of  this  country :  who  are  willing 
to  support  just  measures  calculated  to  maintain 
peace,  and  are  disposed  to  take  a  manly  attitude, 
afirainst  those  who  violate  our  rights;  and  it  will 
ako  appear  who  they  are,  whose  proceedings 
tend  to  embarrass  the  nation,  to  brin^  the  Gov- 
ernment into  contempt,  to  produce  schism,  and  to 
impair  the  confidence  of  the  nation  in  the  Admin- 
istration, at  a  time  when  I  believe  it  is  as  high  as 
it  ever  was ;  and,  I  apprehend,  deservedly  so.  I 
believe,  too,  the  nation  will  not  be  found  ready  to 
withdraw  that  welt-placed  confidence  from  the 
head  of  department  who  has  been  denounced  ia 
this  House.  It  will  appear,  too,  who  have  taken 
measures  calculated  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
Union,  and  to  produce  an  alarm  or  danger  for 
which  there  is  no  foundation.  I  solemnly  wish 
that  not  only  the  Message  of  the  President,  but 
every  document,'^and  every  word  uttered  in  secret 
might  be  made  known  to  the  people,  I  wish  it, 
because  I  think  it  would  not  then  be  practicable 
to  impose  on  the  nation  by  a  coloring  given  to 
those  proceedings,  unauthorized  by  the  facts  that 
took  place. 

I  will  state  to  the  House,  while  I  am  up^  that  I 
voted  against  increasing  the  army,  because  I  be- 
lieved that  no  emergency  existed  to  require  it.  I 
saw  no  call  for  it,  either  in  the  information 
contained  in  the  public  Message,  pr  in  the  other 
communications  made  to  the  House.  In  the  pub- 
lic Messi^e,  we  were  told  that  Congress  would, 
in  the  course  of  the  session,  be  enabled  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase 
our  land  force,  by  the  events  which  would  prob- 
ably take  place.  No  events  had  taken  place,  when 
the  measure  in  question  was  befor^  the  House, 
that  changed  the  former  state  of  things.  It  was 
also  my  opinion  that  we  ought  not,  on  every  trivial 
occasion,  to  increase  our  present  Military  Estab- 
lishment, and  abandon  the  around  we  had  taken, 
of  reducing  the  number  or  our  regular  forces — 
acting  on  the  principle  that  standing  armies  are 
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dangerous  to  liberty,  and  are  the  most  fatal  scourge 
in  the  hands  of  an  usurper  or  a  despot.  On  this 
ground  I  have  been  always  opposed  to  them,  and 
ever  shall  be,  unless  an  extraordinary  emergency 
should  render  it  indispensable  to  resort  to  them. 
I  was  of  opinion  that,  even  on  an  emergency,  the 
militia  were,  in  the  first  instance,  to  l^  resorted 
to,  not  only  as  the  Constitutional,  but  as  the  most 
competent  and  safe  defence  that  we  could  pro 
vide.  I  know  of  no  reason  why  we  should  think 
them  not  competent,  as  we  have  always  heretofore 
found  them  to  be  so.  For  these  reasons,  amongst 
others,  I  was  opposed  to  an  increase  of  the  army. 
I  was  also  induced  to  be  of  this  opinion  from  the 
documents  on  your  table,  from  which  it  did  not 
appear  to  me  that  Spain  had  any  serious  intention 
to  commit  hostilities  against  the  United  States,  or 
that  her  Government,  or  commanding  oflScers,  had 
authorized  any  in  the  territory  of  which  we  had 
taken  possession.  The  inconveniences,  with  re- 
gard to  our  undefined  limits,  and  the  embarrass- 
ments attending  the  passage  of  our  commerce 
down  the  Mobfle,  together  with  the  necessity  of 
having  those  other  differences  existing  between 
us  and  Spain  amicably  adjusted,  induced  me  to 
Tote  for  the  principal  measure,  adopted  by  this 
House  with  closed  doors.  I  voted,  sir,  for  the  ap- 
propriation of  two  million  of  dollars,  to  authorize 
the  Executive  to  negotiate  with  Spain  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Floridas.  In  doing  so,  I  did  not  au- 
thorize the  Government  to  bribe  France  to  coerce 
Spain  into  this  measure,  nor  do  I  believe  that 
there  is  the  least  ground  for  any  such  allegation, 
with  regard  to  any  member  of  this  House.  No, 
sir,  our  object  was  to  obtain  a  fair  purchase  of  the 
Floridas.  *We  believed  it  important  to  acquire 
them  \  because  the  acquisition  would  connect  our 
disjointed  territory,  would  give  us  the  command 
of  an  extensive  seacoast,  including  the  outlets  of 
many  large  rivers  and  some  good  harbors,  and  hee 
us  from  the  inconveniences  to  which  we  were 
exposed  by  neighbors  who  were  likely  to  become 
more  and  more  troublesome.  In  the  vote  I  gave, 
I  contemplated  the  measure  to  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect only  in  a  just  and  legal  manner,  by  a  fair 
purchase.  I  know  no  other  way  in  which  a  terri- 
tory can  be  acquired,  consistent  with  common 
rignt  and  principle.  It  was  intimated,  it  is  true, 
to  us,  that  it  would  be  easy  to  take  possession  of 
this  country  by  force,  and  that  it  would  be  always 
in  our  power  to  take  it  whenever  we  should  wish 
to  become  the  owners  of  it ;  but,  for  one,  I  disclaim 
all  disposition  to  wrest  that  country  from  its  right- 
ful owner  without  anv  other  ground  of  claim  than 
superior  force.  So  far  as  the  country  is  ours  by 
purchase,  I  am  disposed  to  claim  and  nold  posses- 
sion of  it,  but  no  further. 

But  suppose,  sir,  we  take  possession  of  this  coun- 
try by  force  J  we  should  not  thereby  acquire  a  just 
right  to  it.  Such  a  measure  would  not  be  con- 
sistent with,  or  authorized  by,  the  law  of  nations, 
and  could  vest  in  us  no  valid  title.  It  was  for 
these  reasons^  that  I  considered  the  only  effectual 
way  of  acquiring  a  just  title  to  this  country  was, 
by  entering  into  a  fair  and  honorable  compact 
for  it  with  Us  rightful  owner.    The  measure  was 


agreed  to  by  a  large  majority,  made  by  two-thirds 
of  the  members  of  this  House.  It  seemed  to  be 
agreed  by  all,  we  ought  to  acquire  this  country, 
and  the  principal  question  was,  how  shall  we  gel 
it,  or,  what  shall  we  give  for  it  ?  I  was,  sir,  of 
opinion  that  it  would  bt  best  to  give  money  for  it ; 
that  we  should,  in  this  way,  get  it  cheaper  than 
by  resorting  to  any  other  means.  That  it  was 
much  cheaper  to  pay  for  it  with  money  than  with 
the  blood  of  our  citizens.  I  considered  that  the 
land  would  repay,  and  more  than  repay  qs  for  the 
purchase  money^  and  that  the  additional  revenue 
we  should  acquire,  would  give  us  a  still  further 
compensation  for  our  trouble,  and  advance  made 
in  acquiring  the  country. 

A  proposition  was  offered  about  the  same  time, 
to  exchange  territory  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi 
for  the  Floridas.  I  was  decidedly  opposed  to  t&ac 
proposition.  I  protested  against  it  then,  and  shall 
ever  oppose  it. 

I  conceived  it  contrary  to  the  Constitutional 
right  of  the  people  at  lar^,  that  Congress  should 
assume  the  power  of  giving  away,  or  disposing  of 
a  single  acre  of  our  territory  to  a  foreign  nation. 
I  considered  that  the  territory  in^question  was 
part  of  the  Union^  and  if  so,  that  we  might  as 
well  attempt  to  give  away  a  part  of  a  State.  I 
considered  this  as  establishing  a  principle  of  a 
most  dangerous  kind,  which  might,  in  time,  lead 
to  a  dismemberment  of  the  Union. 

If  you  can  dispose  of  this  territory  to  a  foreign 
Power,  you  can  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  a  Sute. 
You  may  transfer,  at  one  time,  a  portion  of  coon- 
try  to  the  east,  and  at  another,  a  portion  to  the 
south,  as  well  as  to  the  west ;  and  by  this  means, 
a  designing  majority  would  be  enabled — ^if  appr»» 
hensive  ot  nvalship  in  power  or  influence,  from 
the  increasing  population  of  any  part  ot  your 
country — to  round  off  the  Union  at  pleasure,  so  as 
to  suit  their  own  particular  views.  I  did,  therefore, 
call  upon  this  House  to  guard  against  such  danger- 
ous consequences.  I  also  considered,  that  the 
country  in  question  would  be  settled  by  people  of 
some  nation.  I  preferred  it  should  be  possessed 
by  those  of  the  United  States  and  their  posterity, 
forever — that  they  might  form  but  one  great  fann 
ily,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  -Ocean — ^and 
I  did  not  wish,  on  the  contrary,  to  enable  the  sub- 
jects of  a  foreign  nation  to  increase  and  streogthen 
themselves  in  our  neighborhood,  who  might  at 
some  future  day,  not  very  distant,  become  our 
rivals  and  our  enemies. 

It  was  observed  that  this  money  would  go  to 
France.  It  was  then  stated,  and  it  has  been  re- 
peated, that  there  was  nothing  to  authorize  the 
belief  that  France  was  to  set  this  money  from 
us.  It  IS  true,  it  was  well  known,  if  we  believe 
the  public  prints,  that  France  had  got  money  from. 
Spam ;  that  Spain,  previous  to  her  being  engaged 
in  the  present  war  as  the  ally  of  France,  had  to 
purchase  her  neutrality  from  France  with  money, 
and  that  the  treasury  of  Spain  was,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, the  treasury  of  France.  And  suppose  this 
to  be  the  case,  what  have  we  to  do  with  it  ?  Is  ii 
material  to  us  what  Spain  does  with  the  money 
after  she  gets  it  ?    And  if  Spain  consults  France^ 
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who  is  her  ally,  with  recrard  to  the  sale,  has  she 
not  a  ri^ht  to  do  it  ?  Has  she  not  a  right  to  be  as 
submissire  to  France  as  she  pleases?  Would 
that  be  any  objection  to  our  acquiring  the  terri- 
tory from  Spain  ?  I  can  see  no  objection,  even 
should  we  belie7e  that  France  would  eventually 
get  the  money  we  pay  to  Spain^  to  our  making 
the  purchase  in  question,  oxxi  is  it  unusual  for 
two  nations,  in  close  alliance,  to  consult  each 
other  as  to  their  transactions  with  a  third  Power? 
Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  constant  practice  to 
do  so  ?  The  alliance  may  be  such  that  Spain 
cannot  alter  her  territorial  situation  without  the 
consent  of  France.  And  is  this  a  reason  why  we 
should  not  make  a  fair  proposition  to  Spain  to 

furchase  territory  which* she  has  and  we  want? 
t  cannot  be ;  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  it  proper  here  to  state,  that 
there  was  no  part  of  my  conduct  such  as  to  au- 
thorize anv  man  to  say  the  measure  I  voted  for 
was  calculated  to  bribe  any  nation.  This  was 
not  my  intention ;  it  was  not  the  intention  of  a 
majority  of  this  House ;  and  such  an  allegation 
cannot  be  believed  by  the  public  or  by  any  unpre- 
judiced or  candid  individual.  I  have  only  one 
other  remark  to  offer,  in  regard  to  an  observation 
made  by  the  same  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  that  tne  ground  we  have  taken  is 
calculated  to  show  a  dastardly  spirit  towards  Spain 
or  France,  and  to  present  a  nostile  attitude  to- 
wards Britain.  I  do  not  consider  it  in  that  point 
of  view.  I  do  not  think  the  conduct  of  Spain  re- 
quires from  us  the  manifestation  of  any  hostile 
intention.  That  Government  does  not  appear  to 
have  authorized,  and  her  public  officers  have  dis* 
avowed,  the  aggressions  alluded  to.  It  is  well 
known,  however,  that  we  did  take  an  attitude  to- 
wards that  nation  calculated  to  show  a  determin- 
ation on  our  part  to  repel  aggressions.  Our  sol- 
diers were  ordered  to  patrol  the  couotryr.  and  they 
did  so.  without  meeting  with  any  hostile  opposi- 
tion from  Spain.  There  is  no  ground,  then,  to 
believe  that  either  Spain  has  a  hostile  intention 
towards  this  country,  or  to  say  that  we  have  been 
disposed  to  shrink  from  taking  a  manly  position, 
or  that  we  have  manifested  a  dastardly  con4uct 
towards  her.  With  regard  to  France,  I  will  only 
say  that  I  know  of  no  differences  ezistiog  between 
the  United  States  and  that  nation.  And  so  far  as 
regards  Great  Britain,  it  is  fully  known  to  the 
public  what  her  conduct  was  towards  us,  and 
what  measures  we  have  adopted  in  this  House,  in 
regard  to  her,  on  which  I  have  already  delivered 
my  sentiments,  and  shall  not  here  again  repeat 
them. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  did  not  expect  to  offer  any  ar- 
guments either  in  favor  of,  or  in  opposition  to,  the 
decisions  lately  made,  from  which  there  has  been 
an  appeal ;  but,  as  that  appeal  has  been  made,  I 
rise,  not  for  the  purpose  oi  going  into  anv  wide 
argument,  or  of  accusing  any  set  of  men,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  justifying  myself  and  the  vote 
which  I  shall  now  give,  as  well  as  that  which  I 
have  given.  It  has  been  said  on  this  floor,  with 
open  doors,  that  the  reason  of  giving  money  was 


to  prevent  the  necessity  of  raising  a  standing 
army ;  and  that  it  was  better  to  strengthen  the  arm 
of  the  Executive  with  money  than  by  a  standing 
force.  From  this,  it  might  be  inferred  that  the 
reasoning,  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  went  to 
raising  a  standing  army.  As  I  voted  with  the 
minority  on  this  occasion,  I  will  briefly  state  some 
of  the  reasons  which  influenced  my  vote.  It  is 
not  in  order  to  say  anything  relative  to  the  con- 
fidential message,  but  it  is  perfectly  in  order  to 
speak  of  the  message  delivered  at  the  opening  of 
the  session ;  and  I  believe  it  is  perfectly  fair  to 
say  that  there  was  no  occurrence  between  the 
third  day  of  December,  when  the  public  message 
was  delivered,  and  the  sixth,  when  the  confiden- 
tial message  was  received^  to  change  the  circum- 
stances in  which  we  were  previously  placed.  I 
shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  publication  of  this  mes- 
sage as  being  the  ground-work  of  the  proceed- 
ings we  have  adopted  in  secret.  I  wish  it  pub- 
lished, that  the  public  may  judge  whether  those 
proceedings  were  coosonant  to  this  message  or 
not.  I  should  wish  the  public  to  see  whether  the 
part  taken  by  the  minority,  or  the  measures  of 
the  majority,  are  the  most  consonant  with  it.  To 
enable  the  people  accurately  to  judge,  I  think  it 
essential  that  it  should  be  published,  as  ihe  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government  is  presumed  to 
be  the  best  acquainted  with  our  foreign  relations. 
The  Message  of  the  President,  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  specially  mentioned  and  designated 
Spain.  It  iniormed  us  that  ^^  Inroads  have  been 
'  recently  made  into  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and 
'  the  Mississippi ;  our  citizens  have  been  seized, 
'  and  their  property  plundered,  in  the  very  parts 
*  of  the  former  which  had  been  delivered  up  by 
'  Spain,  and  this  by  the  regular  officers  and  sol- 
'  diers  of  that  Government."  The  message  also 
advised  us  that  something  was  necessary  to  be 
done.  It  said  that  some  of  these  aggressions 
might,  perhaps,  admit  of  a  peaceable  remedy,  but 
that  others  could  be  met  by  force  alone.  That 
message,  it  will  be  allowed  on  all  hands,  called 
loudly  for  efficient  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Government ;  for  taking  against  Spain,  if  not  a 
hostile,  at  least  a  defensive  posture;  and  I  will 
undertake  to  say  that  nothing  which  has  occurred 
in  secret,  tended  to  inculcate  the  proprie^  of  a 
different  course;  nor  could  there  be  anything, 
for  the  one  message  so  quickly  followed  the  other, 
as  not  to  allow  time  for  any  intervening  circum- 
stances. What  followed  ?  A  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, stating  the  aggressions  of  this  Power  to  be 
of  a  most  atrocious  nature;  not  recommending  a 
war  to  check  the  rising  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  country,  but  recommending  that  a  certain 
number  of  troops  shoald  be  raised,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  repel  the 
insults  that  might  be  offered,  and  to  chastise  those 
who  offered  them.  This  measure  appeared  to  be 
proper  in  it.self,and  it  appeared  likewise  to  be  recom- 
meDded  {by  the  tenor  of  the  message.  It  appeared  to 
be  the  more  necessary,  as  we  had  information  of 
the  collecting  of  a  considerable  force  in  the  prov- 
inces of  Spam,  and  at  Pensacola.  For  these  rea- 
sons, it  appeared  to  me  desirable  that  such  a  force 
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shoaid  be  raised,  as  the  PresideDt  might  deem  ne- 
cessary. This  was  not  creating  a  standing  army. 
The  number  of  troops  to  be  raised  was  to  be  left 
entirely  to  his  discretion.  The  resolution  propos- 
ed is  as  follows : 

Besolvtd,  That  such  number  of  troops,  not  exceed- 
ing   ,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 

deem  sufficient  to  protect  the  soutiiem  frontiers  of  the 
IZnited  States  from  Spanish  inroad  and  insult,  and  to 
ohastise  the  same,  be  immediately  raised. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  the  militia  would  haye 
been  competent  to  defend  the  frontier;  but  this 
eould  not  preirarl  on  me  to  abandon  the  measure, 
as  I  could  not  think  it  proper  that  the  militia;  even 
if  competent,  should  be  forced  out  into  so  un- 
healthy a  serrice.  The  resolution  embraced  no 
^ther  idea  but  that  the  standing  force  in  that  quar- 
ter should  be  strengthened.  I  considered  this  safe 
and  proper,  to  make  provision  for  cases  which 
ifiight  arise.  I  could  not  believe  that  the  militia 
would  be  conipetent  to  defend  the  country.  They 
are  too  remotely  situated,  and  the  country  too 
«ickty  5  and  the  only  just  calculation  was,  that  they 
would  have  found  their  graves  there.  It  was  not 
contended  that  a  large  army  was  necessary,  but 
that  it  would  be  requisite,  in  case  the  Spanish 
troops  should  be  superior  to  ours,  to  raise  a  few 
recruits. 

These  are  the  reasons  that  induced  me  to  vote 
for  the  resolution.  I  had  others.  We  were  in- 
ibrmed  of  the  necessity  of  having  additional  land 
batteries,  of  putting  our  ports  and  harbors  in  a  state 
of  defence,  and  of  building  an  additional  number 
tff  gunboats.  If  these  measures  were  carried  into 
etktty  1  thought,  as  militia  would  not  be  compe- 
tekit  to  these  objects,  it  would  be  requisite  to  have 
att  addition  made  to  our  troops.  Under  all  these 
Otreumstanees,  I  was  in  ftivor  of  enrpowering  the 
President  to  raise  a  small  number  of  troops.  But, 
while  I  was  in  favor  of  this  measure,  I  was  as 
Mtongly  opposed  as  any  man  on  this  floor  to  any- 
thing like  a  large  standing  army.  I  will  never 
botisent  to  such  a  measure^  without  an  urgent  ne- 
OMsity  fbr  it. 

1  was  opposed  to  the  measure  adopted  by  the 
BoQde^on  many  grounds.  It  appeared  by  the  re- 
port of  the  SecretHry  of  the  Treasury  that  there  was 
tioc  ilrthe  Treasurer  more  than  a  surplus  million 
of  dollars.  I  considered  it  improper,  when  we 
were  threatened  from  every  quarter,  to  lay  a  majB^ic 
hand  on  the  two  millions  appropriated — to  antici- 

eite  the  receipts  of  revenue  by  a  million  of  dol- 
rs — ^and  thus  drain  the  Treasury,  when  money 
Blight  soon  be  wanted  for  the  most  urgent  pur- 
poses. 

I  was  opposed  to  it  on  another  ground — it  did 
aot  appear  for  what  purpose  it  was  to  be  applied. 
ft  is  true,  I  heard  one  gentleman  say,  it  was  in  cor- 
respondence with  the  secret  wishes  of  the  Presi- 
dent ;  but  I  could  pay  no  regard  to  that  declaration. 
We  had  before  us  no  communication,  either  pub- 
lic or  private,  which  declared  that  it  was  either 
with  Spain  or  France  that  the  negotiation  was  to 
be  earned  on ;  nor  had  we  any  reason  for  enter- 
taining the  idea  that  the  two  millions,  whether 
they  are  jjone  or  not,  would  make  one  farthing 


! difference.  It  was  necessary  for  me,  voting  on 
this  occasion,  to  see  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
the  measure.  We  had  been  told,  in  the  Mes^i^ 
of  the  President,  that  the  negotiation  with  Spaia 
had  come  to  an  issue,  and  that  that  issue  was  not 
favorable;  but  we  had  received  no  information 
that  Spain  was  disposed  to  adjust  her  differeneea 
with  us  respecting  boundaries^  We  had,  on  the 
contrary^,  different  information.  Neither  had  we 
any  intimation  that  the  contemplated  nerotiatioii 
would  be  agreeable  to  Spain,  or  to  the  rresideat 
of  the  United  States.  Was  it,  then,  proper  for  the 
House  or  myself  to  vote  for'  appropriating  two 
millions  of  doilars-^for  the  Lord  knows  what — 
when  it  neither  appeared  from  any  conHmmica- 
tion  from  the  President,  Mf  from  any  other  oflkial 
source,  to  be  desirable  ?  If  We  had  had  sveh  iati- 
mation  from  the  President,  what  security  was  there 
that  the  negotiation  would  have  been  made  ?  And 
I  am  inclined  to  belieye  that  I  should  have  been 
opposed  to  its  having  been  entered  upon.  What 
gave  rise  to  the  first  purchase?  The  right  of  de- 
posit stipulated  by  treaty  to  us  had  been  refused. 
It  is  well  known  that  a  considerable  number  of 
vessels  came  down  the  Mississippi,  which,  from 
their  peculiar  construction,  could  not  reach  the 
ocean ;  and  thence  resulted  the  necessity  of  a  place 
of  deposit.  The  refusal  of  that  right  first  gave  rise 
to  the  idea  of  a  purchase.  We  sot  possession  of 
New  Orleans,  and  of  the  river,  and  found  ourselves 
also  possessed  of  a  strip  of  land  on  the  other  side 
of  it,  after  having  thought  we  had  purehased  West 
Florida.  And  when.  I  find,  instead  of  this,  we 
have  been  swindled  out  of  our  money,  1  am  oo^ 
willing  to  negotiate  aeain,  and  gire  away  the  pub^ 
lie  treasure.  Even  afta  this  shall  have  been  done, 
it  will  be  extremely  easy  for  France  or  some  othet 
Gk>vemment  to  raise  a  difficulty,  and  claina  aa 
additional  sum  for  its  adjustment.  Was  it  net 
believed,  on  the  part  of  our  Government,  that  we 
had  made  a  fair  purchase,  not  only  to  the  Rio 
Bravo  in  one  direction,  but  to  the  Perdido  in  the 
other? 

I  had  another  reason  against  this  measure.  I 
thought  this  an  improper  time  to  accoinpliah  iL 
Having  already  got  the  navigation  of  the  Miss»- 
sippi  and  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  I  thooght  it 
most  advisable  to  delay  the  negotiation  till  a  gen* 
eral  peace,  when  we  might  make  an  enga|iemeii€ 
with  Spain  as  an  independent  nation,  and  have 
some  assurance  that  the  nation  which  aold  wovid 
be  able  to  guarantee  the  etnmtry.  On  these  groands 
I  voted  in  favor  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
select  committee,  and  agaii^t  the  measure  adofned 
by  the  House. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  assign  these  reaaoei^ 
that  all  may  understand  the  grounds  on  whieh  I 
voted.  And  this  consideration  will  justify  ne  ia 
voting  to  give  publicity  to  the  Message,  that  th« 
public  may  see  what  is  the  ground-work  of  tkc 
measures  we  have  taken.  I  wi«h  the  nation  to  see 
whether  that  Message  recommended  taking  the 
ground  which  we  hare  assumed,  or  that  whieh  we 
refused  to  take. 

Mr.  J.  Clay. — I  must  say  that  the  observatioas 
which  fauTe  fallen  from  my  coUeagoe,  and 
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fentlemen  who  have  taken  a  pcirt  in  the  debate) 
aye  strongly  impressed  me  with  the  propriety  of 
the  motion  nndet  eoneidemtion.    There  appears 
to  be  a  material  differenee  of  opim<on  as  to  the  tnie 
eoBstructioa  of  the  Message  and  the  documents 
eomraunie&ted  by  the  President.    It  is  apparent 
that  I  understaftd  those  eommonications-  in  one 
way,  and  my  coUeagne  in  another.    We  have  been 
toid  that  one  nation  (France)  has  been  improp^ 
erly  dragged  into  this  discussion.    The  Messa^ 
of  the  President  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  pnb- 
lished,  to  show  that  this  is  not  so.    There  are  other 
sources  of  difierenees  of  opinion  which  can  only 
be  understood  by  giving  publicity  to  the  Message. 
Gentleman  have  gone  itito  a  long  detail  of  the  mo- 
tives which  governed  them  in  tbe  votes  which 
they  have  given.    It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  imi^ 
tftte  the  Example  they  bare  set.    I  hope,  when  my 
motives  are  called  in  question,  it  will  oe  before  the 
public,  and  not  here.    I  shali  be  ready  to  defend 
them  by  all  the  means  I  possess,  the  vote  of  this 
Houise  notwithstanding.    1  believed,  when  the  in- 
JQBCtioB  of  secrecy  was  removed,  it  was  removed 
from  our  proceedings;  and  I  considered  ail  that 
was  laid  before  this  House  as  so  far  my  property 
that  I  had  a  right  to  use  it  in  my  defence.    We 
have  been  told  there  h  one  for  voting  against  the 
reeolution — that  a  standing  army  was  proposed  to 
be  raised  by  it,  while  the  militia  wo«rid  have  an- 
swered every  useful  purpose.    This  may  be  a  very 
l^ood  and  popular  argument,  bat  we  nave  been 
witbin  a  few  days  told,  from  the  same  quarter,  that 
it  is  necessary  to  hiive  a  Brigadier  General  ifi  the 
Armies  of  the  United  States^  to  defend  one  of  these 
▼ery  Provinces  attacked  by  Spain.    Som^  allu- 
sion has  been  made  to  a  conversation  held  out  of 
doors,  and  my  colleague  has  shown  some  squeam- 
isbness  to  act  on  such  anthority.    But  I  wiU  ask 
him,  if  he  invariably  makes  up  his  votes  from  offi- 
cial documents  laid  on  this  table,  and  whjetber  he 
data  not  sometimes  travel  outof  the  record  ?  When 
a  gentleman  tells  you  such  and  such  a  thing}  in 
which  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  implicate,  ought 
he  to  be  considered  as  out  of  order  7    Was  it  not 
his  doty  to  ^iire  that  infbrmation  to  the  House  ? 
I  will  say,  if  I  had  been  acquainted  With  these 
thin^,  my  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  appro- 
priation of  two  millions  wdold  have  been  much 
increased.    Permit  me  here  to  observe,  that  when 
a  gelrtleman  intimtited  tha?t  the  nioney  was  already 
rone  out  of  the  country,  no  man  in  his  senses  could 
have  dreamt  that  it  was  intended  to  assert  that  it 
was  sent  out  in  so  many  actual  Spanish  milted 
dollars. 

Does  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  he 
informs  us  there  are  so  many  dollars  in  the  Treas- 
ury, mean  to  say  there  are  so  many  round  silver 
dollars  there?  No ;  he  only  means  to  say  we  have 
a  credit  to  such  an  amount.  So,  with  regard  to 
our  transactions  with  Spain;  I  understand  that 
our  credit  is  in  Holland,  and  that  the  fiind  is  cre- 
ated there  (rom  which  we  are  to  draw.  Is  not 
tills,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  same  as  trans- 
mitting the  mobey  to  Holland  1  When  a  man 
pays  a  debt,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  he  carries 
the  actual  dollars  with  him  ?   To  say  the  least  of 


such  an  objection,  it  is  a  mere  quibble.  As  there 
is  a  material  difTerence  of  opinion  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  documents  end  the  Message  of  the 
President,  it  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves 
to  lay  before  the  people  all  the  information  on 
which  we  acted,  that  we  may  stand  justified  or 
condemned  by  it  before  them. 

Mr.  EppEa. — I  rejoice  that  the  period  has  at 
length  arrived,  when  our  public  conduct  is  to  be 
submitted  to  tne  people — ^when,  what  has  beeii 
done  in  our  Representative  capacity  is  to  be  col* 
lected,  not  from  eloquent  representations  on  this 
floor  of  what  other  gentlemen  would  not  do,  but 
from  the  record  of  our  proceedings.  The  secret 
is  out — the  bubble  has  bunt'--and  gentlemen  §nd 
themselves  and  the  public  disappointed.  I  con* 
sider  the  publication  of  the  Secret  Journal  as  an 
appeal  to  tne  people.  I  am  willing  to  indulge  gen- 
tlemen in  m*Kin  g  it  as  perfect  a^  tb ey  can .  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vir^nia,  or  for  any  other  calculated  to  bring  this 
subject  fairly  before  those  to  whom  we  are  re- 
sponsible for  our  conduct.  The  Journal  is  the  best 
answer  to  their  speeches.  Amend  it  as  they  will) 
they  cannot  realize  the  public  expectations.  Its 
publication,  X  fSrmly  believe,  will  excite  no  seMi^ 
ment  but  surprise.  On  the  day  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  was  taken  off,  your  doors  were  crowded 
with  persons  anxious  to  hear  this  tremendous  secret. 
I  witnessed  nothing  but  disappointment.  Congress 
has  appropriated  two  millions  of  dollars  to  buy 
Florida !  Is  this  all  "l  Have  you  not  confiscated 
the  public  debt,  or,  at  any  event,  the  Louisiana 
stock  1  Most  certainly  you  have  voted  money  to 
bribe  Talleyrand.  No,  I  assure  you  we  have  done 
nothing  more  than  appropriate  two  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  nurohase  of  Florida,  in  a  law  con- 
taining precisely  the  same  words  with  the  one 
passed  for  that  purpose  in  the  year  1803,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  very  persons  who  have  denounced 
this  measure.  Qentlemen  have  attempted  to  draw 
a  dtstinction  between  the  situation  or  the  United 
Btates  in  the  year  1803  and  in  the  year  1806.  I 
am  not  so  uncandid  as  to  say  that  the  present  dif^- 
ferencds  With  Spain  are  precisely  such  as  we  had 
in  the  year  1803.  This,  however.  I  will  say,  that 
every  objection  urged  against «the  present  appro- 
priation applies  with  equal  force  to  the  measure  of 
1603.  Let  us  examine  what  was  the  situation  of 
the  United  States  with  Spain  at  these  two  periods. 

In  the  year  1803,  Spain  had  committed  spolia- 
tions on  our  commerce  to  a  considerable  amount^ 
the  payment  of  which  had  been  either  wholly  or 
in  part  refused*  She  had  cut  off  the  whole  West- 
ern country,  from  an  outlet  to  the  ocean,  by  pren 
hibitin^  a  aeposit  at  Orleans,  and  refusing  to  assign 
an  equivalent  one  elsewhere,  as  stipulated  by  treaty. 
The  remedy  adopted  by  the  collected  wisdom  of 
the  nation,  was,  holding  in  readiness  a  detachment 
of  militia,  and  making  a  secret  appropriation  to 
buy  Florida. 

In  the  year  1806,  Spain  had  refused  an  amica- 
ble adjustment  of  limits— had  refused  to  pay  spo- 
liations On  Our  commerce — had  in  one  mstance 
viokted  our  territory.  The  remedy  resorted  to, 
has  been  to  hold  in  readiness  a  detachment  of 
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militia,  and  to  appropriate  money  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Florida. 

This  was  the  situation  of  the  nation  at  these 
two  periods.  Whether  at  either  period,  the  wisest 
course  has  been  pursued,  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
prove.  In  both  cases  the  nation  adopted  the  same 
principle.  To  avoid  war  if  possible,  and  to  pur- 
chase territory,  rather  than  to  fight  for  it.  All 
the  strong  objections  urged  against  the  measure 
at  present  adopted,  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
measure  adopted  in  1803.  The  two  laws  contain 
precisely  the  same  words,  and  neither  specify  the 
object  of  appropriation.  The  law  of  1803  was  pass- 
ed in  secret,  with  closed  doors.  The  law  of  1806 
was  passed  in  the  same  manner.  The  appropria- 
tion in  1803.  was  not  recommended  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, but  founded  on  a  resolution  submitted  by 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
appropriation  in  1806,  was  not  recommended  by 
the  Executive,  but  founded  on  a  resolution  submit- 
ted by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
also.  The  object  of  the  appropriation  in  the  year 
1803.  concealed  from  the  people  twelve  months;  in 
the  year  1806,  made  public  in  a  few  weeks !  Gen- 
tlemen may  draw  nice  distinctions,  but  they  will 
find  it  difficult  to  make  the  people  believe,  that  the 
measure  adopted  in  1803,  was  wise  and  virtuous, 
and  the  same  measure  in  1806,  infamous.  I  ap- 
peal With  confidence  to  the  people :  they  will  and 
must  see,  that  this  is  the  very  same  measure 
adopted  three  years  ago,  without  noise,  in  a  law 
containing  the  same  words,  passed  in  secret  in 
the  same  manner,  and  supported  by  the  very  per- 
sons who  have  denounced  this  measure. 

When,  however,  this  measure  shall  be  fairly 
brought  before  the  public,  it  will  be  found,  that 
notwithstanding  the  noise  and  clamor  which 
has  been  made,  the  difference  between  the  ma- 
jority and  the  minority  on  this  question  is  not 
very  considerable.  Every  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  admitted  the  necessity  of  do- 
ing something.  What  were  the  remedies  within 
our  reach  1  1st.  To  declare  war.  2d.  Either  to 
increase  our  standing  armv  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  our  posts,  or  holding  in  readiness  a 
detachment  of  militia.  3d.  To  exchange  territo- 
ry, or  to  purchase.. 

As  to  the  first  of  these,  declaring  war,  no  memher 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  wished  to  pursue 
that  course.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  cer- 
tainly did  not.  His  report  speaks  only  the  lan- 
guage of  peace ;  all  the  evils  of  war  to  this  coun- 
trv,  are  dwelt  on  in  that  report  with  care  and 
labor.  If,  however,  we  had  not  this  proof,  that  he 
did  not  wish  for  war  with  Spain,  he  has  given 
unequivocal  proofs  of  it  in  his  arguments  on  ano- 
ther question.  A  war  with  Spain,  we  know,  must 
be  a  war  with  Spain  and  France  combined. 
They  are  joined  by  alliance  ofiensive  and  defen- 
sive. To  a  war  against  France  and  Spain  com- 
bined, all  the  objections  ursed  against  war  with 
England,  would  apply  with  full  force.  If  war 
with  England  would  have  increased  Executive 
patronage,  and  endangered  the  Constitution  and 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  so  also  would  war  with 
France  and  Spain  combined — we  put  war  aside, 


therefore,  as  a  course  which  no  man  wished  to 
pursue.  The  next  course  was  either  to  increase 
our  standing  troops,  or  to  hold  in  readiness  a  de- 
tachment of  miliua.  Here  was  room  for  an  hon- 
est diversity  of  opinion.  A  majority  of  the  House 
preferred  depending  on  a  militia.  I  was  of  that 
number.  Inhought  the  standing  troops  in  that 
country  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  it,  unless 
Spain  determined  to  force  a  war.  Subsequent 
events  have  shown  the  correctness  of  that  opin- 
ion. No  violation  of  territory  has  taken  place 
since  the  case  of  the  Kemplers,  except  by  twenty 
Spaniards,  who  crossed  the  Sabine,  and  were 
driven  ofi*  by  the  American  troops.  The  next 
course  was  either  to  exchange  territor]r,  or  to 
purchase.  A  majority  of  the  House  were  in  favor 
of  both.  I  was  of  that  number.  On  the  east  side 
of  the  Mississippi  there  was  territory  to  which 
Spain  had  an  undoubted  right ;  there  was  terri- 
tory to  which  the  United  States  had  an  nndoubted 
right ;  and  there  was  territory  which  Spain  and 
the  United  States  both  claimed.  On  the  west 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  the  situation  was  the  same. 
Each  nation  had  an  undoubted  right  to  territory, 
and  there  was  territory  claimed  by  both.  It  was 
not  to  be  supposed  that  Spain,  while  she  held  the 
territory  to  the  east  of  the  Perdido,  would  be 
disposed  to  relinquish  the  claim  which  she  sets 
up  to  the  country  between  the  Perdido  and  Mis- 
sissippi. It  was  necessary  to  purchase  the  ler  - 
ritory  to  the  east  of  the  Perdido,  to  which  Spain 
has  an  undoubted  ri^ht,  and  after  disposing  of 
which,  it  would  certainly  be  her  interest  to  re- 
linquish her  claim  between  the  Perdido  and  Mis- 
sissippi, on  obtaining  an  equivalent  surrender  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  to  claims  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  I  see  nothing  dishonorable  in  this 
transaction,  and  really  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
difierence  between  the  m«LJority  and  minority  is 
narrowed  down  to  this:^  The  majority  woe  in 
favor  of  militia.  The  minority  of  standing  troopsL 
The  majority  were  in  favor  of  exchange  and  of 
purchase.  The  minority  in  favor  of  exchange 
only. 

On  the  importance  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States,  I  shall  not  say  anything.  The  foes  to  tiiis 
measure  have  admitted  its  importance  in  the  full- 
est extent,  and  their  willingness  to  acquire  it  on 
fair  and  honorable  terms.  All  their  objections 
have  been  made  not  to  the  purchase  but  to  the 
mode.  It  is  said  we  have  appropriated  money 
not  for  the  purchase  of  Florida,  but  to  induce 
France  to  bully  Spain  out  of  her  right. 

On  this  subject,  i  have  never  had  but  one  opin- 
ion. I  have  always  believed,  and  I  still  believe, 
that  the  money  will  be  fairly  employed  in  pur- 
chasing Florida  of  the  ri^hful  owner.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  will  do  me  the  jusuce  to 
recollect,  that  I  neld  this  language  with  closed 
doors.  I  hold  it  now  in  the  presence  of  the  peo- 
ple. That  France  may  ultimately  get  the  money 
IS  highly  probable,  and  why  1  Has  not  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  told  us  the  sovereignty  of 
Spain  is  annihilated,  that  the  powers  of  her  Min- 
ister are  signed  Charles  Maurice  Talleyrand? 
But  of  what  importance  is  it  to  us  what  becomes 
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of  the  money  we  pay  Spain  ?  Are  we  to  become 
the  guardians  of  Spain  ?  Shall  we  not  purchase 
a  territory  important  to  the  United  States^  because 
Spain  may  be  bullied  or  cheated  out  of  the  mo- 
ney she  receives  from  us  ?  If  Spain  is  really  in 
such  a  degraded  state  that  she  has  no  will  of  her 
owD,  has  her  conduct  towards  the  United  States 
been  such,  as  to  induce  us  not  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  situation  in  which  we  find  her?  For  my 
own  part,  I  care  not  what  use  Spain  makes  of  the 
money  paid  to  her  for  Florida.  It  is  of  no  impor- 
tance to  me  as  a  Representative,  nor  to  the  peo- 
gle.  That  the  purchase  will  be  fairly  made  of 
ipain,  I  have  no  doubt.  The  Government  dare 
not  employ  it  in  any  other  way. 

I  shall  vote  for  amending  the  Journal,  by 
inserting  the  Message.     I  know,  however,  that 
this  will  not  satisfy  the  gentlemen.    They  will 
next  want  the  correspondence  of  our  foreign  Min- 
isters, and  this  they  know  cannot  be  printed.    I 
Ifm  willing,  with  these  observations,  to  trust  my 
'  conduct  with  those  by  whom  I  am  elected.    A 
[ftiepresentative  is  not  responsible  for  the  wisdom 
:  bf  measures.  AH  he  is  answerable  for,  is  an  honest 
1  ixercise  of  his  judgment.    On  the  present,  as  on 
|very  other  occasion,  I  am  certain,  I  have  hon- 
Wly  exercised  for  the  public  good,  that  under- 
standing which  Qod  and  nature  bestowed  on  me. 
Mr.  J.  R  AN ooLPH.— It  is  not  my  wish,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House.    But  I 
think  it  necessary  to  explain  what  I  am  sure  the 
House  have  not  well  understood ;  for  my  positions 
have  been  grossly  perverted,  wRether  intentionally 
or  not  I  will  not  undertake  to  say.    Gentlemen 
opposed  to  us  act  a  verj^  strange  and  inconsistent 

Snrt;  They  will  not  give  credit  to  a  private  in- 
ividual  as  to  a  conversation  had  with  a  head  of 
department.  I  do  not  wish  them.  I  only  stated 
that  conversation  as  a  reason  for  saying  that  I  had 
withdrawn  my  confidence.  And  will  gentlemen 
say  I  am  bound,  when  evidence  has  come  to  my 
private  knowledge,  which  is  sufficient  to  damn 
any  man,  to  legislate  on  a  principle  of  confidence  ? 
When  I  find  misrepresentations  made  to  the  pub- 
lic and  insinuations  of  the  most  despicable  kind  on 
this  floor.  1  come  out,  and  call  on  any  man  to  deny 
what  I  have  stated.  They  cannot— they  dare 
not — for  I  take  it  for  granted  no  man  will  declare 
in  the  face  of  the  nation  a  wilful  falsehood.  But 
w^hile  gentlemen  will  not  five  credit  to  what  has 
fallen  from  one  iodividuat^  they  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  giving  credit  to  an  individual  member  for 
the  wh«ie  course  of  the  Government.  My  opinion 
is,  that  the  Government  knowing  the  caveat  enter- 
ed by  Spain,  and  that  Laussat  was  not  authorized 
to  receive  tlie  country  from  Spain,  which  they 
claioQ,  and  that  France  refused  to  deliver  it  by 
metes  and  boundaries — I  say,  my  opinion  is  that 
the  claim  of  Spain  to  the  country  between  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Perdido  is  a  good  claim  ;  and 
I  adduce  this  as  one  instance  of  misconduct  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  But  this  is  only  an 
opinion  of  my  own.  The  Grovernment,  on  the 
contrary,  lay  claim  to  the  country,  and  press  their 
claim  abroad.  When  the  Biecutive  say  we  have 
a  right  to  the  country,  the  question  is,  whether, 


when  they  have  taken  that  ground,  yon  will  give 
them  money  to  buy  the  country,  or  in  other  words, 
to  buy  peace?  I  say  no.  If,  on  the  contrary, the 
Government  had  shown  the  validity  of  the  claim 
of  Spain,  I  should  not,  perhaps,  have  hesitated  to 
give  the  money.  I  do  not  aosolutely  say  that  I 
should.  While  gentlemen  say  the  opinion  of  an 
individual  is  not  to  be  relied  on.  they  justify  the 
Government  by  that  opinion,  at  tfie  same  time  that 
the  Government  tell  you  their  opinion  is  directly 
opposite.  If  the  Government  had  acted  on  those 
principles,  the  case  would  be  directly  the  reverse 
of  what  it  is.  But  they  decided  that  the  country 
did  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  they  are  bound 
to  act  on  this  principle,  or  magnanimously  aban- 
don it.  I  hope,  therefore,  hereafter,  that  gentlemen 
will  justify  tne  Gbvernment  in  its  foreign  relations 
on  the  principles  avowed  by  it,  and  not  on  princi- 
ciples  of  a  hostile  nature. 

in  my  opinion  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that 
the  Message  should  be  published,  from  a  material 
fact  which  took  place  in  this  House.  A  member 
in  his  place  told  you  that  the  course  recommended 
by  a  particular  individual  was  consonant  with  the 
^cret  wishes  of  the  Executive.  I  did  then  repre- 
hen<l  that  language,  as  the  most  unconstitutional 
and  reprehensible  ever  uttered  on  this  floor.  I  did 
believe  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  possess- 
ed as  free  a  constitution  as  the  British  people,  and 
I  had  hoped  more  free ;  and  I  knew  that  such  lan- 
guage had  in  the  British  Parliament  been  consid- 
ered as  reprehensible,  and  had  brought  forward  a 
vote  of  indignation  in  that  body.  I  allude  to  the 
case  where  the  King's  name  was  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  throwing  out  Mr.  Fox's  India  bill.  I  then 
Ireprobated  this  back-stairs'  influence,  this  double 
(dealing,  the  sending  one  Message  for  the  jocfrnals 
(and  newspapers,  and  another  in  whispers  to  this 
House.  1  shall  always  reprobate  such  language, 
and  consider  it  unworthy  of  any  man  holding  a 
seat  in  this  House.  I  had  always  before  flattered 
myself  that  ic  would  be  a  thousand  years  hence 
before  our  institutions  would  have  given  birth  to 
these  Charles  Jenkinsons  in  politics.  I  did  not  ex- 
pect them  at  this  time  of  day,  and  I  now  declare  it 
important,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  Message  should 
be  published,  that  the  public  may  be  enabled  to 
compare  the  official,  with  the  inofficial  Message 
which  decided  the  vote. 

There  is  another  reason  for  its  publication.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  said  there  is  no 
mention  of  France  on  the  journals ;  and  that  we 
have  no  cause  of  complaint  against  France.  I 
wish  the  publication  of  the  Message  to  prove  what 
causes  of  complaint  we  have  against  France.  Let 
men  of  sense  take  a  view  of  all  the  papers,  and  I 
am  willing  to  abide  the  issue.  It  is  said  France 
has  done  us  no  injury — that  the  bubble  is  burst.  We 
are  told  that  this  is  a  plain  answer  to  all  the  speech- 
es made  on  this  floor.  Permit  me  to  say,  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Eppes)  has  given  a  plain  answer  to 
all  the  speeches  delivered  on  this  floor — it  was  im- 
possible to  have  given  a  plainer  answer  to  them. 
He  says  I  will  vote  with  you,  but  I  will  make  a 
speech  against  you.  Permit  me  to  say,  this  is  the 
first  time  1  would  not  rather  have  had  his  vote  than 
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his  speech.  After  this  speech  there  cao  he  no 
douht  as  to  the  issue  of  the  question.  I  will  go  fur- 
ther— after  the  adjournment  on  Saturday  there 
could  be  no  doubt.  Saturday,  it  seems,  is  an  un^ 
fortunate  day,  on  which  no  expedition  is  to  be 
undertaken,  no  forlorn  hope  conducted. 

The  same  gentleman  has  said  that  we  pvr&ued 
precisely  the  same  course  in  1803  as  in  1806,  and 
for  obtaining  the  same  object.  He  says  the  same 
course  is  now  pursued— and  yet  he  says  he  will 
not  undertake  to  say  the  cases  are  not  dissimilar. 
Put  this  and  that  together,  and  what  do  you  make 
of  it?.  The  cases  are  decidedly  dissimilar.  In 
1803  there  was  no  existing  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  American  and  French  Governments 
with  regard  to  our  differences  with  Spain^  Those 
differences  had  started  up  like  a  mushroom  in  the 
night.  We  made  an  appropriation  to  purchase 
the  Floridas — to  buy  (hem — from  whom  1  from 
their  rightful  owner.  The  ciroumstaoces  would 
have  been  similar,  if  the  United  States  had  given 
money  to  France  to  compel  Spain  to  form  a  trea- 
ty with  us,  then  the  national  honor  would  have 
received  a  deadly  wound.  But  there  waa  nothing 
of  this  sort  in  the  formation  of  the  treaty  then 
made.  Spain,  under  the  operation  of  causes,  in 
which  we  haa  no  agency,  transferred  Louisiana 
to  France,  and  France  transferred  it  to  us.  But 
this  is  not  now  the  case.  We  are  told  that  Spain 
is  no  longer  at^  independent  Power,  but  is  under 
the  control  of  France.  What  follows?  That 
France  is  the  aggressor  on  us,  which  proves  every 
thing  I  have  alleged. 

There  is  another  thing  to  be  observed.  The 
public  have  been  given  to  understand  that  two  mil- 
lions have  been  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Floridas.  This  is  not  so — the  appropriation 
is  orily  towards  doing  something  ;  but  what  that 
is,  is  not  defined  by  law.  Now  if,  in  1803,  we  ap- 
propriated two  millions  lor  the  purchase  of  the 
Floridas,  and  did  not  get  them,  what  security  is 
there  now  that  by  making  an  appropriation  in  the 
same  language  we  shall  obtain  them  ?  Althooff h 
the  persons  making  the  appropriation  are  not  the 
same  identical  beines,  those  applying  the  sum  ap- 
propriated are.  I  do  not  believe  that  we  shall  get 
the  Floridas.  In  this  I  may  be  mistaken.  I  hope 
I  shall  be — for  aAer  having  descended  to  prosti- 
tute the  national  character,  let  us  at  least  receive 
the  wages  of  iniquity. 

But  gentlemen  inquire,  will  you  become  the 
guardians  of  Spain?  This  is  a  mistake  which 
has  run  through  every  attempt  a^  argument  I  have 
heard.  We  never  professed  to  be  the  guardians 
of  Spain.  We  professed  to  be  the  guardians  of 
our  own  honor.  We  care  not  for  France  tramp- 
ling on  Spain.  Let  her  pick  her  pockets  for  what 
we  care ;  but  if  we  instigate  her  to  it,  it  is  no  long- 
er a  mere  question  between  France  and  Spain, 
but  a  question  in  which  our  own  honor  is  engaged, 
which  is  at  once  mortgaged  and  gone. 

Until  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  got  np,  I 
confess  that,  what  with  my  exhausted  state,  the 
badness  of  the  air,  and  the  tenuity  of  the  argu- 
tnents  of  gentlemen — ^sn  excessively  light  that  they 
at  once  vanished  in  thin  air,— that  I  bad  not  a 


word  to  say  $  for  it  i$  not  to  be  supposed  that  li«r 
tended  to  reply  to  anything  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man behind  me.  If  I  am  to  fall,  let  me  fall  in  tbe 
face  of  day,  and  not  be  betrayed  hy  a  kiss— I  mean 
no  profcme  allusion.  I  shall  do  my  daiy  as  an  boa- 
est  man.  I  came  here  prepared  to  eo-opefate  with 
the  Government  in  all  its  measures.,  i  told  them 
so»  But  i  soon  found  there  was  no  choice  left, 
and  that  to  eo-opevate  in  them  would  be  to  destroy 
the  national  character.  I  found  I  might  co-opefatc^ 
or  be  an  honest  man — I  have  therefore  opposed, 
and  will  oppose  them.  Is  there  an  honest  tama. 
disposed  to  be  the  go-between,  and  lo  carrY  down 
secret  messages  to  this  House  ?  No — it  is  becattse 
men  of  character  canuot  be  found  to  do  this  bosi- 
ness,  that  agents  must  be  got  to  carry  things  into 
effect  which  mea  of  ancompromttted  eharaetet 
will  not  soil  their  fingers  or  sully  their  cbaraciers 
with. 

One  word  on  the  subject  of  voting  on  inofficial 
notice,  on  the  representations  of  individa^  iu 
the  place  of  eommunieations  officially  lecdTed 
from  the  officers  of  the  Executive  department.  I 
havealways  considered  the  Executive  in  thiseona- 
try  as  standing  in  the  same  relation  to  the  two 
Houses,  that  the  minister  or  administracor  bore  to 
the  legislature  under  governments  similar  to  ow 
iwn.  I  have  always  considered  that  ^e  reapea- 
ibility  for  public  measures  rested  noore  paraca- 
arly  on  them.  For  those  noeasures  they  are  an* 
werable  to  the  people — and  to  bm  it  has  been  a 
ubject  of  peculiar  recret  (I  do  not  speak  of  the 
eneral  character  %>(  the  ConstiiatioB)  thai  tliejr 
lave  not  a  seat  on  this  floor.  For  whatever  may- 
be supposed  to  be  my  feelings  as  to  the  meiabeta 
of  the  Administration,  I  am  ashamed  when  I  aee 
their  fame  and  characters  committed  to  soeh  hands 
as  we  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  witnessing;.  If 
their  measures  are  susceptible  of  justifieatson,  I 
should  like  to  have  a  justification  at  their  cm 
hands,  instead  of  hearing  Yazoo  mea  defend  thes. 
Much  less  did  I  expect^  on  such  an  oceastoa,  ta 
hear  a  Yazoo  man  assigning  his  motives  for  a 
vote  on  a  totally  different  subject  and  tkts  in 
justification  of  a  man  with  whom  he  is  cumeeied 
by  ties  of  consanguinity.  This  reminds  me  of  the 
intention  imputed  to  me  to  bring  forward  aa  inv- 
peachment  against  a  great  officer  of  State.  This^ 
however,  is  so  far  from  being  the  truth,  that  I  a^ 
peal  to  those  who  heard  me,  whether  I  did  out  da- 
clare  that  I  washed  my  hands  of  impeachments — 
tMat  I  was  done  with  them.  No— i  will  neither 
Jirectly.  nor  indirectly,  have  anything  to  do  widt 
i|iem.  But  I  will,  in  all  questions  that  shall  come 
qefore  this  House,  discuss  the  public  character  and 
cionduct  of  any  public  agents,  from  a  secretary  » 
a  constable ;  and  I  will  continoe  to  do  it.  until  it 
fhall  be  admitted  by  the  Constitution,  that  the  JCiag 
can  do  no  wrong.  I  say  I  wish  the  heads  of  de- 
partments had  seats  on  this  ioor.  Were  this  tlie 
case,  to  one  of  them  I  would  imoMHliately  pro- 
pound this  question :  Did  you,  or  did  yoo  not,  ta 
your  capacity  of  a  publie  functionary,  tell  me,  in 
my  capacity  of  a  public  functionary,  that  Fraaee 
would  not  suffer  Spain  to  settle  her  difierenees 
with  as ;  that  she  wanted  money,  that  we  moac 
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ffive  her  moaev,  or  take  a  Spanish  or  French  war  ? 
And  did  not  I  answer,  that  I  was  neither  for  a 
war  with  Spain  or  France,  but  in  favor  of  de* 
fending  my  country  ?  I  would  put  that  question 
to  hioa.  I  would  put  this  question  to  another  head 
of  department :  Was  or  was  not  an  application 
made  to  you  for  money  to  he  conveyed  to  Europe 
to  carry  on  anv  species  of  dipiomauc  nejjotiation 
there  ?  I  woidd  listen  to  his  answer,  and  if  he  put 
his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  like  a  man  of  honor 
said  no,  I  would  believe  him,  tho^gh  it  would  re- 
quire a  great  stretch  of  credulity.  I  would  call 
into  my  aid  faith,  not  reason,  and  believe  where  I 
was  not  convinced.  I  would  then  turn  to  the  First 
Magistrate  of  the  nation,  and  say,  did  you  not  buy 
Louisiana  of  France  7  Has  France  acted  in  that 
transaction  in  a  bonajide  manner?  Has  she  de- 
livered into  your  possession  the  country  you  be- 
lieved you  had  bou^^ht  from  her?  Has  she  not 
equivocated,  prevaricated,  and  played  off  Spain 
against  you,  with  the  view  of  extorting  money? 
I  will  answer  for  the  reply.  There  cannot  be  the 
smallest  doubt  about  it.  I  will  put  the  whole  busi- 
ness on  this  issue.  Ail  the  dimcuhy  has  arisen 
from  that  quarter. 

Yes,  the  bubble  has  burst !  It  is  immaterial  to 
as  whether  you  publish  the  President's  Message 
or  not.  But  it  is  material  to  others  that  you 
should ;  and,  let  me  add,  the  public  will  not  rest 
satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  tnose,  who  profess  to 
wish  it  published,  while  they  vote  against  the  pub- 
lication. The  public  will  not  confide  in  such  pro* 
fessions.  Grentlemen  may  show  their  bunch  of 
rods,  may  treat  them  as  children  and  offer  them  su- 
gar plums  ^  but  all  will  not  avail  them,  so  long 
as  they  refuse  to  call  for  the  despatches  of  our  Min- 
isters, and  other  docu^ients,  which,  if  published, 
would  fix  a  stain  upon  some  men  in  the  Govern- 
ment and  high  in  office,  which  all  the  waters  in 
the  ocean  would  not  wash  out.  Gentlemen  may 
Ik  of  our  changing,  and  chbpping  about,  and  all 
lat.  What  is  the  fact?  We  are  what  we  pro- 
ss  to  be— not  courtiers,  but  republicans^  acting 
on  the  broad  principles  we  have  heretofore  pro- 
cessed—applying tke  s^me  scale  with  which  we 
loeasured  Jonn  Adams  to  the  Administration.  Do 
gentlemen  flinch  from  this*  and  pretend  to  be  re- 
publicans? They  cannot  he  re{iiiblicans.  unless 
they  agree  that  it  shall  be  measured  lo  tnem,  as 
they  measured  to  ethers.  But  we  are,  perhaps,  to 
be  told  that  we  have  aU  become  federallstS"-or 
that  th  e  federalist?  have  become  good  republicans. 
This^  however,  is  a  chaise,  which,  I  am  convinced, 
the  feJeralists  will  notoe  more  anxious  to  repel. 
than  ^nre  to  be  exonerated  from.  No,  they  will 
never  become  good  republicans.  They  never  did, 
they  never  willact  with  us.  What  has  happened  ? 
They  are  in  opposition  from  system,  and  we,  quo 
ad  hoc,  as  to  tnis  particular  measure.  Like  mea, 
who  have  ruffed  it  together,  there  is  a  kind  of  fel- 
low-feeling between  us.  There  is  no  doubt  of  it. 
But  as  to  political  principle,  we  are  as  much  as 
ever  opposed.  There  is  a  most  excellent  alkali  by 
which  to  test  our  principles.  The  Yazoo  business 
IS  the  beginning  and  the  end}  the  alpha  and  ome- 
gBL  xff  our  alphabet.    With  that  our  differences 


began  and  with  that  they  will  end,  and  I  pray  to 
God  that  the  liberties  of  the  people  may  not  alsa 
end  with  them. 

Mr,  VA.nNnM. — I  am  not  about  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  by  any  discussion  of  the  ques* 
tion  before  them,  which  has  already  been  debated, 
three  or  four  weeks  ago,  and  principally  occupied 
by  the  declamation  of  tne  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
I  think  it  my  duty,  however,  to  give  a  short  hi»* 
tory  of  the  circumstance  from  which  has  arisen 
thecelebrated  story  of  backstairs  influence,  Charles 
Jeakinsoa,  dbc.  Gentlemen  declared  theiRe  was 
nothinff  in  the  Message  of  the  Pretddent  that  jus- 
tified the  measure  before  the  Committee,  that  it, 
on  the  contrary  proved  and  pointed  out  as  most 
proper  the  measure  reported  by  the  select  commit^ 
tee.  I  did  not  believe  that  it  pointed  out  that  mea« 
sure,  or  that  there  was  any  cause  to  believe  that 
anything  had  occurred  between  the  3,d  and  6th  of 
Deceml^r,  which  could  have  induced  the  President 
to  change  the  ojpiuion  he  entertained,  when  he 
communicated  the  first  message.  In  the  Message 
of  the  3d  of  December,  he  says — "  Whether  it 
will  be  necessary  to  augment  our  land  forces  will 
be  decided  by  occurrences  probably  in  the  course 
of  your  session."  No  such  occurrences  had  taken 
place  between  the  3d  and  the  6th  of  December* 
Takini^  this  into  view^  and  also  taking  into  con- 
sideration what  I  considered  to  be  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  Messf^e,  I  said  that  I  would  venture  to 
assert  as  my  opinion,  that  the  measure  of  the  ap- 
propriation was  agreeable  to  the  Executive.;  and 
that  I  formed  this  opinion  from  documents  on  the 
table.  On  this  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  rose 
and  commenced  a  violent  attack  similar  to  that 
have  witnessed  to-day.  I  asked  leave  to  ex- 
lin.  I  did  explain;  and  I  now  appeal  to  the 
louse,  whether  I  did  not  observe  at  that  time,  that 
e  measure  of  the  appropriation  I  considered  to 
I  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  the  Executive,  and 
hether  1  did  not  support  this  opinion  from  doe- 
inpents  before' you ;  and  added,  that  if  any  other 
idea  had  escaped  me,  or  could  be  attached  to  what 
I  said,  that  this  was  my  explanation,  and  that  it 
was  not  my  intention  that  what  I  had  said  should 
go  farther  than  intimate  this  opinion,  and  that  I 
did  believe  I  had  not  said  anything  that  could 
fairly  be  constrned  to  have  a  different  meaning. 
It  is  a  fact,  that  it  has  been  published  in  some  pa- 
pers to  the  Eastward,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  expressed 
to  me  his  secret  wish  that  a  resolution  should  be 
brought  forward  contrary  to  his  Message.  I  say 
this  representation  is  contrary  to  fact.  1  say  that 
Mr.  Jefferson  never  mentioned  any  such  thing  to 
me  9  and  if  I  had  made  such  a  statement  I  should 
have  wronged  the  First  Magistrate.  Why  these 
observations  are  again  brought  forward  at  this  time 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  what  I  have  stated 
are  the  facts  connected  with  this  business.  I  be- 
lieve such  an  attack  as  this  has  never  been  made 
before,  in  the  face  of  an  explanation  made  at  the 
time,  which  I  did  believe  would  have  been  satis- 
factory. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph. — When  the  veracity  of  a 
man  is  called  in  question  it  is  a  serious  business. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  appealed 
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to  the  House  tor  the  correctness  of  his  statement. 
I  too  appeal  to  the  HoUse  whether  this  was  not 
his  expression,  when  he  undertook  to  explain  away 
what  he  had  said,  for  he  did  not  deny  it— that  he 
would  vouch  that  such  were  the  secret  wishes  of 
the  President;  and  whether  I  did  not  observe  that 
his  attempt  to  explain,  was  like  Judge  Chase  at- 
tempting to  draw  back  a  prejudicated  opinion  in 
the  case  of  Fries ;  that  he  might  take  back  the 
words,  but  not  the  effect  they  had  made  on  the  as- 
sembly :  that  the  Constitution  knows  only  of  two 
ways  oy  which  the  Executive  could  influence  the 
iLegislature;  the  one  by  the  recommendation  of 
/such  measures  as  he  deemed  expedient,  the  other 
3 by  a  negative  on  our  bills;  and  that  the  moment 
lit  was  attempted  to  influence  the  House  by  whis- 
i  pers  and  private  messages,  its  independence  was 
{  gone.    I  stated  the  proneness  of  Legislative  bodies 
Vto  be  governed  by  Executive  influence,  and  in  il- 
vlustration  referred  to  the  Senate,  who,  from  its  as- 
sociation with  the  Executive  and  the  length  of 
time  for  which  its  members  hold  their  seats,  was 
necessarily  made  up  of  gaping  expectants  of  office. 
And  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact.    It  must 
be  so  from  the  nature  of  things.    Now,  if  it  be  ne- 
cessary, let  the  House  appoint  a  committee  of  in- 
quiry to  ascertain  what  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts did  say,  and  let  us  see  who  can  adduce 
the  most  witnesses  and  swear  the  hardest.    No — 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  on  that  oc- 
casion so  different  a  countenance,  dress  and  address, 
that  I  could  not  now  recognise  him  for  the  same 
man.    He  seemed  thunderstruck — and  to  be  in  a 
state  of  stupefaction  at  his  indiscretion.    He  ap- 
peared humbled  in  the  presence  of  those  who  heard 
what  he  had  said  and  beheld  his  countenance.  His 
words  were  these — my  life  on  it:  "I  will  vouch 
that  such  are  the  secret  wishes  of  the  President — 
or  the  Executive''— I  do  not  know  which* 

Mr.  VA.RNDM. — I  must  deny  that  I  made  use  of 
the  words  vouch  or  secret  I  stated  what  I  have 
declared.  As  to  being  thunderstruck,  if  that  was 
the  case,  I  was  not  aware  of  it.  And  as  to  being 
humbled,  I  have  never  felt  humbled  by  any  man. 
I  have  never  felt  or  shall  feel  afraid  at  the  face  of 
any  mortal  man.  I  have  been  in  the  service  of  my 
country  for  many  years,and  I  have  never  heard  any 
argument  but  what  I  should  be  willing  to  meet, 
if  it  was  not  too  indecent  to  require  an  answer — I 
have  done  my  duty,  and  am  not  conscious  of  hav- 
inff  injured  any  man. 

Mr.  Jackson. — In  consequence  of  the  ground- 
less and  illiberal  allusions  which  have  been  made 
to  me,  I  have  felt  myself  under  the  obligation  of 
rising.  I  had  hoped  that  an  adjournment  would 
have  allowed  me  time  to  have  examined  the 
voluminous  notes  I  have  taken  of  the  former  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  to 
have  presented  to  the  people  some  criterion  where- 
by to  judge  of  their  accuracy:  But  as  I  am  thus 
called  upon  in  such  an  illiberal  manner,  and  the 
question  is  to  be  decided  to-day — although  not  ex- 
pecting to  rise,  and  being  totally  unprepared,  I 
have  no  choice  left  me.  Sir,  the  assertion  is  un- 
true, that  I  have  attempted  to  vindicate  the  char- 
acter of  the  Secretary  of  State  against  the  vari- 


ous charges  exhibited  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  against  him.  I  should  have  been  deter- 
red from  such  an  atiemptby  many  considerations. 
1st.  Because  the  even  tenor  of  his  well  spent  life 
is  a  complete  answer  and  refutation  of  the  malig- 
nant calumnies  which  disappointed  ambition  and 
prejudice  have  given  rise  to;  and  secondly,  for 
the  reason  that  the  charge  of  indelicacy  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  remarks  of  my  col- 
league, (Mr.  Eppes,)  from  the  relation  in  which 
he  stood  to  the  Executive,  would  apply  with  equal 
force  to  me.  I  never  deemed  such  vindication 
necessary;  however  competent  I  might  be  to  the 
task.  I  did  not  consider  the  conduct  and  character 
of  tne  Secretary  of  State  as- requiring  any  sup- 
port; thev  have  made  an  impression  on  the  Ameri- 
can people,  not  to  be  erased  by  declamation  un- 
supported by  fact.  In  relation  to  the  prioctpal 
charge  made  against  him,  his  having  attempted 
to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury  withoat  an  ap- 
propriation by  law,  it  is  not  true;  no  such  attempt 
'pas  made.  I  happened  to  see  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  near  the  door  of  this  House,  and 
4sked  him  whether  it  was  true  that  such  an  at- 
rtempt  was  made,  and  he  told  me  it  was  not;  that 
it  was  proposed  in  the  Executive  cabinet  before 
Congress  met,  to  instruct  our  Minister  to  open  a 
negotiation  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  upon 
the  supposition  that  Congress  would  appropriate 
the  money  when  they  met ;  but  that  he  remarked 
it  was  not  certain  that  Congress  would  make  the 
appropriation,  and  he  added  that  this  proposition 
dia  not  come  from  the  Secretary  of  Siace^  bat 
from  the  President  himself.  This  has  been  tor- 
tured by  misrepresentation  into  an  attempt  to 
draw  money  out  of  the  Treasury  without  the 
sanction  of  an  appropriation  by  law.  When  the 
main  charge  against  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
so  destitute  of  truth  and  foundation — mark  the 
expression,  I  say  i\  is  destitute  of  truth — it  u 
not  necessary  that  the  other  should  be  repelled, 
namely,  that  he  told  my  coUeac^ue  [Mr.  Randolph 
interrupted,  ^  I  am  not  the  gentleman's  colleague."] 
Very  well,  that  he  told  John  RAND0LPH--[The 
Speaker  said  it  was  out  of  order  to  call  gentlemen 
by  name.]  Sir,  I  know  of  no  more  appropriate 
appellation  unless  it  isthe  descendant  of  Powhatan, 
whom  he  told  that  France  would  not  permit  Spain 
to  settle  her  differences  with  us;  that  Prance 
wanted  money,  and  if  we  did  not  give  it  we  shoald 
have  a  Spanish  and  French  war.  Now  admit- 
ting for  argument,  what  I  do  not  admit  in  fact, 
that  the  prejudiced  mind  of  the  gentleman  was 
not  controlled  by  a  determination  to  misconstrue 
what  he  had  heard;  and  that  he  was  informed 
there  was  no  doubt  France  would  get  the  money, 
has  he  not  said  the  same  thin^  in  effect?  He  repeat- 
edly declared  there  is  no  Spain,  no  Pyrenees — that 
France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  settle  her  dif- 
ferences with  us;  and  if  the  despatches  of  the 
Marquis  Yrujo  could  be  drawn  from  his  private 
pocket,  they  would  be  found  with  the  signature 
of  C.  M.  Talleyrand — he  has  declared  tfoit  it  is 
evidence  of  political  weakness  to  act  on  things  as 
they  ought  to  be,  disregarding  the  knowledge  of 
what  they  are.    Well,  u  all  this  was  known,  that 
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Spain  had  placed  herself  under  the  protection  and 
control  of  France,  would  it  not  have  been  pre- 
posterous to  speak  of  Spain,  as  if  she  were  totally 
independent  of  her  ally?    Would  it  not  have 
been  absurd  to  shut  our. eyes  to  the  truth?    But 
was  it  ever  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  State? 
It  has  not  even  been  ureed  on  this  noor,  that  it 
was — and  I  should  not  oelieve  it  if  it  were  so 
urged,  that  we  were  to  give  this  money  to  France 
to  coerce  Spain.    The  gentleman  has  declared 
that  France  can  compel  Spain  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  she  sees  fit,  and  that  it  is  dishonorable  in 
us  to  take  advantage  of  the  humiliation  of  Spain. 
This  is  a  complete  vindication  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Executive  and  of  Congress  in  the  measures 
they  have  taken  to  purchase  this  country,  which 
is  on  all  hands  admitted  to  be  so  important  to  us; 
as  it  is  surely  more  honorable  to  buvthan  to  take 
it  by  force  from  its  enfeebled  miserable  owner,  in- 
capable of  protection  it.    Although  it  has  been 
decided  to  be  out  of  order  to  disclose  the  secret 
communications,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  J.  Randolph)  has  declared  that  France  said 
if  we  gave  Spain  one  blow,  she  would  give  us  two 
or  ten  in  return,  and  others  have  declared  France 
threatened  us  with  war.    Sir,  I  assert  there  are 
no  such  facts  contained  in  the  secret  despatches 
sent  to  us.    I  regret  I  cannot  pursue  the  course  in 
which  other  gentlemen  have  been  indulged  by 
stating  what  are  the  facts  in  contradiction  of  what 
they  are  declared  to  be;  and  though  this  should 
be  a  violation  of  order,  it  would  perhaps  be  pro- 
per, as  a  disclosure  has  been  provoked  by  gross 
misrepresentations,  to  repel   them,  and  justify 
ourselves  to  the  people  by  stating  the  information 
itself.     I  will,  therefore,  undertake  to  say  that  all 
the  information  we  received  from  the  documents 
on  this  point,  was  in  answer  to  the  inquiry,  what 
their  conduct  would  be,  if  we  declared  war  against 
Spain,  to  which  they  replied  they  were  compelled 
to  take  part  with  Spain.    [There  was  a  loud  call  to 
order  by  Mr.  J.  Randolph  and  others.]    Mr.  J. 
continued  :   I  shall   always  respect  the  calls  to 
order  from  the  Speaker  and  the  House,  but  not 
from  that  person  (J.  Randolph.)    After  some 
conversation  relative  to  the  point  of  order,  Mr.  J. 
proceeded — Sir,  I  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  in 
order  for  the  gentleman  from  Virffinia  to  affirm 
that  France  declared  she  would  for  every  blow 
we  ^ave  Spain,  give  us  two  or  ten  in  return?  It  is 
not  in   order  for  me  to  correct  the  misstatement, 
and  it  neither  is  in  order  to  ask  where  was  the 
vestal  vigilance  of  the  Speaker,  when  he  (Mr. 
Randolph)  prostrated  every  rule  of  order  and 
decorum.    Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  and  I  repeat 
it  to-da3r;  I  should  rejoice  if  all  the  secret  commu- 
nications could  be  made  public,  and  not  such  parts 
only  as  the  opposition  wish ;  they  would  then  af-. 
ford  to  our  constituents  not  a  garbled  but  a  complete 
view  of  our  conflict,  and  they  would  then  justly 
appreciate  the  assertion  that  France  threatened  us 
with  war ;  and  the  charges  of  our  giving  money 
to  conciliate  France.    But  when  we  perceive  in 
the  Message  of  the  President,  a  request  that  it 
should  be  kept  secret,  I  much  doubt  the  right  of 
withdrawing  the  confidence  thereby  reposed  in  us 


at  this  time.  If  when  the  Messages  were  received 
we  had  determined  not  to  hear  them,  and  with- 
hold their  contents  from  public  view,  we  should 
have  returned  them  with  their  seals  unbroken ; 
but  it  is  too  late  after  getting  them  into  our  pos- 
session under  the  injunction  of  secrecy  to  divulge 
them  without  permission.  I  admit  there  are  ex- 
treme cases  in  which  we  ought  to  communicate 
what  we  may  confidentially  acquire |  cases  involv- 
ing the  destruction  of  the  Constitution  itself;  but 
this  is  not  such  a  one.  It  may  be  likened  to  the 
case  of  an  individual,  who  would  be  scouted  as  a 
dishonorable  man,  if  when  he  received  informa- 
tion in  confidence,  he  afterwards,  without  permis- 
sion from  his  informant,  divulged  it.  This  House 
I  repeat  it,  did  not  vote  for  the  appropriation  under 
the  idea  that  it  was  intended  to  make  use  of 
France  to  coerce  Spain  into  any  measure.  On 
the  contrary,  instructions  have  been  sent  to  our 
Minister  resident  at  the  Court  of  France,  who  is 
appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  negotiate  with 
the  Court  of  Spain  for  the  purchase  of  this  coun- 
try ;  the  idea  of  coercion  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  France  was  repelled  by  the  gentleman 
himself;  he  declared  that  Bonaparte,  with  a  reve- 
nue of  100  millions,  besides  what  he  could  squeeze 
from  his  dear  allies,  would  disdain  to  be  bribed  by 
a  sum  only  equal  to  two  weeks  expenditures. — 
There  can  be  nothing,  therefore,  exceptionable  in 
the  measure,  and  if  the  assertion  made  were  cor- 
rect, and  our  candid  opinion  was,  that  the  money 
thus  appropriated  would  ultimately  go  into  the 
coflfers  of  France,  there  would  be  nothing  impro- 
per in  it  as  far  as  we  are  concerned.  France  and 
Spain  are  connected  together  by  a  Treaty  of  Al- 
liance, offensive  and  defensive.  The  one  cannot 
go  to  war  without  involving  the  other.  France 
would  be  compelled  to  take  part  with  Spain  unless 
she  violated  her  faith  to  her ;  and  I  believe  Bona- 
parte has  never  been  charged  with  a  want  of  faith 
to  his  allies;  and  this  well  accounts  for  the  answer 
to  our  Minister,  that  they  were  bound  to  take  part 
with  Spain.  Sir,  this  is  national  honor  ac  coraintf 
to  the  British  doctrines,  and  the  gentleman  wiU 
admit  them.  The  Ministry  frequently  boasts  in 
Parliament,  that  their  continental  allies  will  not 
forsake  them,  and  that  no  separate  treaty  will  be 
made,  no  settlement  of  differences  nor  arrange- 
ment of  territorial  limits  will  be  entered  into, 
without  their  approbation.  There  can,  therefore, 
be  nothing  improper  in  Spain's  consulting  France 
in  this  business,  which  relates  to  the  transfer  of  a 
domain  as  large  as  Spain  itself;  and  if  she  pleases, 
giving  France  the  price  of  the  purchase.  The 
proposition  was  for  the  purchase  of  a  country  all 
important  to  us.  So  important  as  to  have  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  this  House  in  1802,  under 
a  coDsideration  that  we  must  have  it  by  conquest, 
or  purchase  at  a  fair  price.  It  was  determined  to 
pursue  a  pacific  course  then — the  character  of 
the  nation  required  it,  not  only  at  home  but 
abroad.  For  if  we  had  determined  to  make  inter- 
est the  rule  of  national  right,  and  resorted  to  force, 
because  our  interest  dictated  it,  the  Powers  ot 
Europe,  justly  alarmed  by  a  spirit  of  ambition  and 
aggrandizement  which  threatened  themselves  and 
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their  dependencies  with  destruetioa,  would  Ikave 
made  a  common  cause  to  crush  us.  The  same 
course  ha£  been  resolved  on  now,  for  the  same 
wise  reasons;  aud  we  determined  to  purchase 
such  a  {lart  of  the  Floridas  as  did  not  belong;  to 
us;  for  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  R.)  that  we  have  not  a  foot  east  of  the  Iber- 
irilie  and  the  Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pootchartraiq. 
But  admitting  (his  point  to  be  questionable,  there 
was  no  impropriety  in  purchasing  the  territory 
acknowledged  to  belong  to  Spain,  and  settling  the 
boundaries  and  extent  of  a  doubtful  right  in  the 
bargain.  For  my  part,  I  bare  no  doubt  that  the 
measure  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  it  can 
be  placed  was  recommended  by  the  soundest  policy 
and  the  best  interests  of  the  nation*  But  we  were 
told  amongst  other  strange  assertions,  that  by  this 
note  of  money  we  have  violated  our  neutrality^ 
that  a  neutral  nation  can  do  nothing  beneficial  to 
a  belligerent,  and  as  money  is  the  sinews  of  war, 
we  cannot  on  any  account  supply  it.  Whether 
this  is  not  advancing  British  pretensions  under 
British  influence,  it  is  for  the  sober  sense  of  the 
community  to  determine. 

I  consider  the  report  of  the  select  committee  as 
the  best  justificationof  the  opposition  made  to  the 
measure  it  recommends,  and  the  severest  commen* 
tary  upon  the  conclusions  which  are  proposed  to 
be  drawn  from  it.  It  speaks  of  the  '^  piratical  dep- 
redations upon  our  commerce ;  of  obstructing  the 
navigation  of  the  Mobile,"  and  in  the  daring  vi- 
olation of  our  undisputed  limits,  &c.  affording 
"  ample  cause  for  a  formal  declaration  of  war." 
Sir,  the  exactions  of  duty  on  the  Mobile,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  continued  so  long  as  Spain  holds  the 
country  ;  the  right  is  not  settled  by  the  laws  or 
usages  of  nations ;  and  thus  indeed  the  exported 
products  of  the  finest  regions  of  the  United  States 
may  be  subjected  to  duties,  as  well  as  those  im- 
ported into  it,  and  the  travellers  ret%ning  on  the 
nigh  road  from  New  Orleans  will,  by  engaging  in 
broils  with  the  Spanish  subjects,  eternally  endan^ 
ger  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  United  States; 
90  that,  instead  of  war,  sound  policy  clearly  dicta- 
ted a  purchase.  And  what  is  the  daring  violation 
spoken  of?  A  molehill  converted  into  a  mouti- 
tain — gigantic  names  given  to  {^igmy  events.  It 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  arrest  of  the  Kem- 
pers.  Is  that  "ample  cause  oi  war  1"  A  few  peo- 
ple headed  by  these  men  raised  the  standard  of 
rebellion  in  the  territory  of  Bpain,  from  whence 
they  fled  within  our  limits,  and  were  ^evisi^  by  our 
citizens,  carried  within  the  Spanish  lines  and  there 
delivered  to  a  Spanish  party.  And  this  is  what 
18  declared  in  the  report  to  be  an  ample  appear* 
ance  of  war.  After  urging  that  we  are  "  too  far 
removed  from  the  powerful  nations  of  the  earth 
for  our  safety  to  be  endangered  by  their  hostility," 
that  ^'  peace  mu3t  always  be  desirable  so  long  as 
it  is  compatible  with  the  honor  and  the  interest 
of  the  community" — that  ''we  aye  heavily  bur- 
dened with  debt" — and  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation  cry  aloud  for  ^*'  peace — that  when  the  debt 
is  discharged,  and  not  till  then,  may  we  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  world" — that  "  the  present  moment  is 
peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  great  and  desirable , 


work" — that  "now  if  ever  the  qa-tt9Qal  debt  is  to 
be  paid  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  cf  neytr^ty," 
the  report  concludes  with  recommending  a  war 
measure — the  raising  a  number  of  troops  to  ^  chas- 
tise Spai^ish  inroad  and  insult."  I  should  have 
been  convinced  had  I  voted  for  such  a  proposiiioii, 
and  for  such  reasons,  that  the  people,  as  they  for^ 
merly  have,  would  withdraw  their  confidence  and 
dismiss  from  office  an  Administration,  fomenting 
national  irritation,  and  adopting  war  measures  for 
such  miserable  reasons,  founded  on  such  insignif- 
icant causes.  I  had  another  reason  for  opposiBf 
this  standing  armv  measure.  I  believed  the  coi- 
liua  of  the  United  States  were  most  grossly  tra- 
duced by  its  friends — they  were  represented  aa 
inefficient,  and  not  to  be  rcdied  on.  I  belicTed,  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  were  equal  to  any  emergen* 
cies  that  could  arise,  and  would  defend  their  coun- 
try with  more  bravery  than  mere  merceoaries.  I 
feared  that  as  in  other  countries  so  in  this,  this 
pretext  might  be  made  use  of  to  get  a  standing 
army,  the  most  potent  engine  in  the  hands  of  a 
despot,  to  enforce  obedience  to  his  wiU.  And  al- 
though eases  may  arise  when  it  is  necessary  to 
raise  armies — if  it  is  recollected  thut  the  aggres- 
sion most  complained  of  was  officially  disavowed 
by  the  Spanisn  authorities,  and  satisfaction  pro- 
mised— this  cannot  be  of  that  description. 

A  high  officer  of  the  Government  has  been  ebarg- 
e<1  with  an  unconstitutional  attempt  to  draw  moncf 
from  the  treasury  without  an  appropriation  by  law ; 
but,  on  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, I  deny  it.  The  charge  therefore  reverberates 
on  its  author,  unless  he  justifies  himself  Am-  mak- 
ing it.  I  will  conclude  my  remarks  by  repeating 
what  I  commenced  with  declaring,  that  I  did  not 
mean,  nor  do  i  think  it  incumbent  on  any  one,  to 
vindicate  (he  character  of  tihe  Secretary  of  State. 
The  charges  have  been  reitemted  from  day  today, 
and  his  friends  repeatedly  challenged  to  come 
forward  and  justify  him.  But  when  the  prineipal 
allegation  is  totally  untrue,  the  otheis  willaadmast 
be  duly  appreciated.  Those  who  make  mere  «»> 
sertion  for  tact  will  believe  them,  but  the^reat  mass 
of  the  people  of  this  countt^  wHl  require  more  ifaMi 
indi vidua!  assertion  before  they  withdraw  flieir 
coafidenee,  and  condemn  the  indiTidual  whose 
whole  life  bas  been  devoted  tq  the  service  of  his 
country,  and  whose  aeririces  are  known  and  ae- 
knowledged  by  every  liberal  man — they  will  a<K 
consent  to  believe  ebargef  without  the  least  prooL 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J«  RampoiiPh,  'Uhat  the  print- 
ed supplemental  Journal  of  secret  proceedijigs  be 
amended,  by  insertiqg  after  the  word  ^read,'  ia 
the  third  line  of  the  first  page,  the  Message  of  rhe 
President  of  the  United  Suttees  of  the  6th  of  De- 
cember last,  and  that  a  new  edition  of  the  said 
journal,  thus  amended,  be  printed  for  the  use  oC 
the  members";  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  44,  nays  74,  as  follows : 

YxAS-^Burwell  Baseett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  TilM 
Betton,  George  W.  Campbell,  Martin  Cfaittendeoy  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Ulay,  Samnel  W.  Bsna,  John 
Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson,  James  £iUot,  Calc^ 
£ihs,  WiUiam  Kiy,  John  W.  Bppes,  James  II.  Gametl, 
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Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Sctli  Hastings, 
Da^id  Holmes,  David  Hoagh,  James  Kelly,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  J^onathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John 
Cotton  Anith,  Samuel  Bmith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Wil- 
Uam  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stuiiges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  TftlliMidge,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Gortlandt, 
Xillian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wlidswortli,  David 
R.  Williams,  and  Alexasder  Wilson. 

Nats — ^£van  Alezaiider,  Willis  Alston,  |nn.,  Isaac 
Andexaon,  David  Baid,  Joseph  Barker,  Wilham  Bladi- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Bk>unt,  Robert 
Brown,  William  But)er,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Jaeob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts, 
Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Eiias  Earle,  Peter  Early, 
Bbenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  J'ones,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland,  Hobert 
MAiion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCrelBiy,  Nichohis 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jokiior,  Gidieon  Olin,  John  Pogh,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Saitty,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  John  Smllh,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Sand- 
ford,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Jo- 
Beph  B.  Vamum,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Eliphalet  Wickes,  Mannaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Wil* 
liams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

[Note. — On  a  subsequeut  day  Mr.  Ja^ckson  made 
the  following  explanation :  Heobserved  that  he  had 
been  misunderstood  in  the  remarks  he  had  made 
in  relation  to  theconversatioo  had  with  Mi^  Ga.l- 
i«ATiN,  or  in  the  warmth  of  his  feeling  had  ex* 
pressed  himself  differently  from  his  intentions. 
He  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  repeatioff  the 
-V7ords  of  Mr.  G.  when  he  said  the  eharge  of  at- 
tempting to  draw  money  from  the  I'reasnry  was 
not  true,  but  as  stating  the  inference  he  drew  from 
the  expressions  of  that  gentleman,  for  which  he, 
Mr.  J.,  held  himself  responsible.    Indeed,  he  wish- 
ed  to  be  understood  throughout  as  repeating  the 
substance  of  the  conversation  only.    Nor  did  he 
mean  to  be  understood  that  Mr.  Q.  had  given  a 
license  or  authority  to  him  to  repeat  the  conver- 
sation.     He  asked  Mr.  G.,  as  a  public  man,  re- 
specting'  the  charge,  and  received  the  answer  as 
such — he  therefore  was  authorized  to  repeat  ic] 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  do  not  agree  to  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  committee  of 
this  House  on  the  time  that  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  ought  to  adjourn. 

TuDSDAY,  April  8. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  establishing  trading- 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  bill  was  re- 
ported Teith  several  amendments  thereto ;  which 
-were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

9th  Con.— 3d 


Orderedj  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Early, 

"  Resolvtd  btf  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represented' 
times  of  the  Untied  States  of  America,  in  Congress  as* 
semhtedy  That  the  Presi(lent  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  to  adjourn  their  respective 
Houses  on  Wednesday,  the  sixteendi  of  April  in- 
stant." 

Ordered^  That  the  Qlerk  of  this  House  do  carry 
the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their 
concurrence. 

The  House  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  ia 
force  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  and,  after  some  lime  spent  there- 
in, the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House 
their  agreement  to  the  same,  without  amendment. 

On  the  q^uestion  that  the  House  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agreement 
to  the  said  amendments,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirnlative. 

Mr.  JoHiv  Ranoolpb,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were  referred  on  Sat- 
urday ia^t.  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  Dill,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  act 
to  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  tbepublic 
debt  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  jftirposes  relative  to  the  public  debt,'' 
reported  to  the  House  their  agreement  to  the 
same,  with  several  amendihents. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments  of  the  Senate:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  agree  to  tbe  first, 
second,  and  third  of  the  said  amendments ;  and 
do  agree  to  the  fourth  of  the  said  amendments^ 
with  an  amendment. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  disagree  to  the 
fifth  and  last  of  the  said  amendments,  and  do  de- 
sire a  conference  with  the  Senate  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Messrs. 
JoBN  Randolph,  CliiiNCY,  and  Joseph  Clay,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Landff  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Terri* 
tory,  referred  to  them  on  the  thirteenth  of  Febru- 
ary last ;  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  commit- 
ted the  bill  respecting  claims  to  land  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  and  State  of  Ohio. 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Washington  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
referred  to  them  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Jan- 
uary last ;  and  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  providing 
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for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Randolph,  that  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 
twenty-second  of  December  last,  bv  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
sixth  of  December  last,  together  with  the  an- 
swer of  the  said  Secretary  thereto,  of  the  twen- 
ty-fourth of  the  same  month,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  members,  and  that  the  said  letters  be 
inserted  in  the  printed  Journal  of  secret  proceed- 
inffs. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  said  motion, 
and  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jaokson, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  any 
informatioti  which  he  may  possess  in  relation  to 
an  application  said  to  have  been  made  to  draw 
money  from  the  Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Floridas,  before  an  appropriation  made  by  law, 
for  that  purpose. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled ^*An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  land,  and 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see." The  bill  was  reported  with  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Territory ;"  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  referred 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
made  on  the  twenty-second  ultimo,  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana  Territory. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Friday  last,  to  the  bill  to  amend,  in  the 
cases  therein  mentioned,  the  "Act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage ;" 
and  the  same  being  severally  twice  read,  were,  on 
the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


Wednesday,  April  9. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  seventeenth 
ultimo,  a  letter  from  William  Eaton,  late  Consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Tuuis,  addressed  to  the 
Speaker,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read 
and  considered :  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  proper  accounting  officers 


be  authorized  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle 
the  accounts  subsisting  between  the  United  Stales 
and  William  Eaton,  late  Consul  at  Tunis,  D]>oa 
just  and  equitable  principles,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brongUio, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  John  C.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  d[ 
Claims,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
William  Eaton ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  conference  de- 
sired by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  repeal  so  much  oi 
any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  relalive 
to  the  public  debt;  and  have  appointed  managers 
at  the  said  conference,  on  their  part. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  establishing  tradiDg-houses 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend,  in  the  cases  thereia 
mentioned,  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
^An  act  refi^ulating  the  grants  of  land,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,''  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Joseph  Hopper  NicHOi^soN,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  members  from  the  State  of  MarrlaDd,  coa- 
tainingthe  resignation  of  his  seat  in  this  House; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 
TENNESSEE  LAND& 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants,  and  perfect  titles  to 
certain  lands  therein  described ;  and  to  settle  the 
claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated  laods 
within  the  same. 

Mr.  Blount  mored  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion. . 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Blouht  ; 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Qregg,  Alston,  G.  W. 
Campbell,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  and  Pitkin. 

Messrs.  Bbdingbr.  Blackledge,  and  Alexan- 
der, spoke  against  the  provisions  of  the  bill  gen- 
erally. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  first  section,  and  passed  in  the  negative  with- 
out a  division. 

Various  amendments  were  offered,  some  of 
which  were  agreed  to,  and  others  disagreed  to, 
after  considerable  debate. 

Mr.  Blacklboge  moved  a  new  section,  declar- 
ing that  this  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina  shall  gire  their 
assent  thereto. 
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This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Blount, 
MacoNj  and  Alexander,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Qreoo.  and  G.  W.  Campbell,  and  disagreed  to — 
ayes  22. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
with  sundry  amendments ;  when  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Thursday,  April  10. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McCreert, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  requested  to  in- 
form the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  of 
the  resignation  of  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  one  of 
the  Representatives  from  that  State. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  to  regulate  and  &x  the  compensation  of  clerks, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

TENNESSEE  LANDS. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 
aathorizing  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants 
and  perfect  titles  to  certam  lands  therein  describ- 
ed ;  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  unappropriated 
land  within  the  same. 

These  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr. 
Blacklbdgb  offered  a  new  section  : 

"  That  this  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  Legis- 
lature of  North  Cardina  shall  pass  an  act  giving  their 
assent  thereto." 

In  support  of  this  motion.  Mr.  B.  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length,  to  show  that  the  bill  would  be 
an  infringement  of  the  compact  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  North  Carolina,  without  this  pro- 
yisioQ. 

The  adoption  of  this  section  was  also  supported 
by  Messrs.  Blount  and  Alexander  ;  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Smith  and  Alston. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  it,  were — 
yeas  21,  nays  78,  as  follows: 

TxAB — Evan  Alexander,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Claiborne,  Ja- 
cob Crowninahield,  James  Elliot,  David  Holmes,  Thos. 
Kenan,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sandford,  John 
Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Richai-d  Stanford,  Abram 
Trigg,  David  R.  WilHams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and 
Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jonior,  David  Bard,  Joseph 
Barker,  Siilas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
junior,  Robert  Brown,  William  Botler,  George  W. 
Campbell^  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Christopher 
Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Ck>pton, 
Richtfd  Cntto,  Samuel  W.  )>ana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Eariy,  Caleb  Ellis, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Anwew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings, 
David  Hottgh,  John  G.Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Michael 
Ijoib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
"William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  S.  Mum£>rd, 
Boger  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  janior,  Thomas  M. 
Rftndolphy  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 


Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Safliy, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebeneter 
Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Josei^  Stanton,  Lewie 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge^ 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,. 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadswortfa, 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Eliphalet  Wickesb 
Nathan  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Mr.  Alston  then  moved  the  following  proyiso: 
'^Ptovidedf  nevertheleM,  That  nofhing  in  this  act 

contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  impair  the  pro* 

vbions  of  the  act  of  North  Carolina,  ceding  to  th* 

United  States  certain  western  lands.'' 
This  motion  was  disagreed  to— ayes  34;  when 

the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six. 

The  bill  was  read  by  sections. 

The  Chairman  having  read  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  makes  an  appropriation  "for  repair  of 
vessels,  store  rent,  pay  of  armorers,  freight,  and 
other  contingent  expenses."* 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  to  fill  the  hlank  with 
$411,950. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  tha 
words  '*  and  other  contingent  expenses."  He  said 
he  made  this  motion  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
for  what  objects  these  contingent  expenses  were 
intended  to  provide.  He  would  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  inform 
mation  on  this  point.  He  believed  the  sum  con* 
templated  to  be  appropriated  unnecessarily  large. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  the  gentleman  had  asked 
for  information  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 

§ive.  He  was  as  much  in  the  dark  as  the  gen* 
eman  as  to  the  items  of  contingent  expenditure; 
and  he  should  not  have  moved  to  fill  this  blank, 
with  so  large  a  sum,  but  from  the  conviction  that 
whether  thev  provided  the  money  or  not,  it  would 
be  spent,  and  an  additional  appropriation  be  made 
the  next  session.  Mr.  R.  said  he  viewed  an  ap- 
propriation bill^  under  present  circumstances,  a 
mere  matter  ot  form;  he  believed  also  all  tne 
items  of  appropriation  might  as  well  be  lumped 


*The  item  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  Navy,  cob- 
prises  commissions  to  agents  to  foreign  countries  and 
in  the  United  States,  officers '  traTeUing  expenses,  ex- 
pense of  conToying  seamen  from  one  port  to  another,  as 
for  instance  where  seamen  are  entered  in  Philadelphia 
or  Baltimore  to  join  a  Teasel  fitting  out  at  Washington, 
the  expense  of  nautical  instruments,  such  as  compasses^ 
quadrants,  spy-glasses,  dec.,  charts,  books,  models,  draw- 
ings, signals,  lanterns,  oil,  candies,  damps,  fuel,  ham« 
mocks,  trumpets,  glass,  cisterns,  cases,  mess  kids,  axes, 
gridirons,  tea  kettles,  g^dleys,  shovels,  tongs,  charcoal, 
sulphur,  saltpetre,  fire  engines,  fire  buckets,  bread  bagSy 
and  an  infinite  variety  of  other  such  articles^  not 
expressly  provided  by  law. 
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together,  a^d  it  might  be  declared  that  a  miliioo 
of  dolUrs  were  appropriated.  Had  he  been  gov- 
erened  by  his  owo  Qpinioo,  instead  of  the  forms 
which  had  been  observed,  he  would  have  been  in 
&vor  of  draaghiiog  the  bill  in  this  way,  for  this  tea* 
son.  Lf  th«  expenditures  of  the  Navy  exceeded 
this  sum  by  4;6O0.O0O  there  was  no  doubt  the 
next  Congress  would  make  good  the  deficiency 
without  any  inquiry.  He  believed  this,  as  what 
had  taken  place  once  might  take  plaee  again. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  head 
of  the  department,  stating  that  on  sueh  a  day  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  wished  the  ap- 
propriation bill  to  be  taken  up^  and  ezpresaing  a 
icsire  that  he  would  give  them  information  of  the 
items  of  contiogent  expenditure,  as  they  consider 
the  sum  required  unnecessarily  large.  He  hadre- 
etived  an  answer  to  this  effect — the  Secretary 
said  be  did  not  think  the  sum  too  large,  without 
entering  into  any  explanation.  Mr.  R.  added, 
gentlemen  may  fill  the  blank  as  they  please^  it 
will  be  no  check  on  the  expenditure. 

The  Committee  divided  on  agreeing  to  the  sum 
Bamed  by  Mr.  Ranoolpb — ayes  46,  uoes  37. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  '^and 
other  contingent  expenses."  He  had  before  said 
that  he  had  been  impelled  to  make  this  motion 
from  a  sense  of  duty.  This  impression  had  been 
strengthened  by  the  statement  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  could 
not  think  it  proper  to  make  an  appropriation  to  so 
large  an  amount,  when  the  proper  organ  of  the 
House  had  without  success  required  information 
from  the  head  of  the  deparment,  from  whom  he 
had  only  received  a  mere  opinion.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  agree  to  strikeout  this  general 
appropriation,  that  all  the  items  of  contingent  ex- 
penditure might  be  stated  to  the  House,  and  there- 
by form  some  cheek  on  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  Lbib  said  he  perceived  in  another  part  of 
the  bill  other  mention  made  of  contingent  ex- 
penses. He  would  be  glad  to~  know  what  they 
were.  The  House  ought  to  know  the  various 
items,  or  otherwise  make  a  general  provision  for 
eontingent  expenses,  and  leave  it  to  the  head  of 
the  department  to  apply  the  money  as  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Dana  said  thenrst  contingent  appropriation 
was  for  the  navy,  the  second  for  the  marine  corps. 
If  striking  out  the  proposed  words  would  enable 
the  Committee  to  ootain  the  information  souffht, 
he  should  vote  for  the  motion.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  voting  liberally  for  a  navy ;  hot  he  thought 
the  Legislature  ought  to  be  well  informed,  as  they 
would  otherwise  scarcely  discharge  their  duty  to 
their  constituents. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  to  strikeout  '*and 
other  contingent  expenses,"  was  disagreed  to — 
ayes  32. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb  moved  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  "for  complet- 
ing the  marine  barracks  at  the  ciiy  of  Washing- 
ton." Mr.  R.  said  this  object  appeared  to  require 
a  standinff  appropriation ;  and,  though  the  build- 
io£  was  finite,  the  appropriation  appeared  to  be 
infinite. 

Motion  agreed  to— ayes  6iS. 


The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill.  The 
House  having  taken  the  report  of  the  Committee 
into  consideration, 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  called  for  the  reading  of 
a  document,  stating  the  annual  expenditures  on 
the  Navy,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  expendi- 
tures bad  b€«n  as  follows: 

For  1798 $570,314  U 

1799      -         -        -        .         -         -  2,848,187  26 

1800 3,386,340  48 

1801 2,1X7 A90  74 

1802 946,213  24 

1808 1,107,925  32 

1804 1,246,502  74 

1805 1,409,949  67 


Total 


13,631,853  00 


Mr.  D.  R.  W.  renewed  his«motion  to  stn'ke  oot 
"and  other  contingent  expenses."  He  thought 
the  House  ought,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 
show  a  disposition  to  economise,  and  to  curtail 
the  expenses  of  the  Navy.  What  is  the  necessity 
for  this  expenditure  ?  Why,  the  Constitution  is 
in  the  mud,  and  the  President  on  her  beam  ends ! 
Thirteen  millions  and  a  half  have  been  already 
expended,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  add  $411,000 
for  contingent  expenses.  In  makins  this  motion 
I  have  no  object  oat  to  confine  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment to  proper  expenses ;  but  let  them  first  state 
what  they  are. 

The  Speakbr  observed  that  this  motion  conld 
not  be  received  until  the  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  acted  upon. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  oot  '^for 
ordnance  $50,000.""^  He  did  not  perceive  the  use 
of  this  appropriation.  No  gentlemen  accustomed 
to  travel,  but  must  have  seen  the  unprotected 
state  of  the  ordnance;  look  at  the  Turk's  boose, 
you  will  there  see  it  lyiAg  exposed.  To  his  knowl- 
edge it  was  in  many  other  instances  in  the  same 
situation. 

This  motion  was  lost — ayes  33. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  to  fill  the 
blank  with  *^  $50,000/'  was  agreed  to,  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Eppfis  offered  a  proviso  declaring  that  a 
larger  sum  than  $30,000  .shall  not  be  expended  on 
the  repairs  of  any  one  frigate. 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLPH.— I  shall  vote  against  this 
motion  on  the  same  principle  that  I  voted  to  fill 
the  blank  relative  to  contmgent  expenses,  with 
$411,000.  If  we  cannot  restrain  the  expenditures 
of  the  Navy  Department  within  the  sum  annaally 
fixed,  after  giving  as  much  as  is  asked  for,  is  it 
not  the  idlest  thing  to  attempt  to  restrmin  tbem 
by  giving  less?  The  principle  on  which  I  voted 
for  filling  that  blank  was  this:    To  givelo  the 


*The  item  for  otdnsnoe  comprises  esmon,  i»no- 
nades,  swivels,  bhuiderbosses,  muskets,  pistols,  wtrwtdm, 
kosrding-pikes,  cutlasses,  cannon  bsU  of  every  descrip^ 
tton,  musket  and  pistol  bsll,  eanooji,  musket,  piatel 
and  priming  powder,  powder  horns,- priming  homs, 
flannel  end  paper  esrtridges,  cartridge  boxes,  alow 
match,  lint  sto^,  worms,  rammers,  sponges,  ^vads^ 
guiv-looks,  screw-driveni,  flints*  csrtridge  threttd,  dkc 
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Navy  Department  what  it  asks,  that  if,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  more  shall  be  expended,  the  blame 
may  fall  oo  the  shoulders  of  the  8ecretar^,  and 
not  on  us.  The  sum  appropriated  for  contingent 
expenses  amounts  to  9411,000;  this  is  not  the 
half,  but  it  is  more  than  a  third  of  the  whole  sum 
appropriated,  and  it  may  be  expended  'on  repairs 
or  any  other  item  of  contingent  expenditure.  It 
is  enormous.  Bot  withhold  the  appropriation, 
and  where  are  you  ?  The  expense  may  be  in^ 
cnrred,  and  the  Gbyemment  called  on  to  make 
good  the  deficiency ;  and  there  the  business  will 
end. 

Vinth  regard  to  the  sum  requisite  for  the  repair 
of  a  frigate,  her  situation  between  ihts  and  the 
next  year  cannot  be  foreseen.  The  Secretary  may 
have  estimated  $30,000  as  sufficient  to  repair  any 
one  frigate  as  they  now  stand ;  but  they  may  be 

J»iaeed  in  such' a  condition  as  to  require  a  much 
arger  sum.  Bat  I  am  against  thb  amendment, 
aaid'  Mr.  R..  not  only  for  these,  but  for  other  rea^ 
«ODB.  I  will  never  consent  to  legislate  in  such  a 
way  as  to  make  it  appear  that  we  did  legislate  in* 
teliigently,  when  in  fact  we  do  not.  If  I  can  be 
8ali^>fied  that  930,000  will  be  sufficient  for  the  re^ 

giir  of  a  fri^te,  I  may  be  induced  to  rote  /or  it. 
at  even  this  would  be  unnecessary.  For,  after 
all  the  business  must  be  confided  to  the  Head  of 
the  Department ;  and  be  willbe  a  better  judge  of 
the  sum  required  for  the  repair  of  a  vessel  than 
we  are.  if  he  cannot'  be  trusted,  we  ought,  in 
my  opinion,  either  to  refuse  the  appropriation  alto- 
gether, or  tak^  a  very  difibrent  step  from  that  now 
proposed.  For  these  reasons  I  am  unwilling  to 
appear  to  act  understandingly  on  a  subject  which 
I  know  nothing  about. 

Mf.  Eppes. — When  I  made  this  motion,  it  was 
under  the  impression  that  what  is  correct  in  pri- 
vate, is  also  correct  in  public  conduct.  We  know 
that,  when  a  vessel  owned  by  a  merchant  ?ets  in 
a  certain  state,  it  is  more  advisable  to  sell  than  to 
repair  her.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  fixed 
the  proper  sum.  AH  I  wish  to  try  is,  whether  the 
United  States  are  disposed  to  repair  at  all  events 
their  frigates,  whatever  their  state  may  be.  or 
limit  the  sum,  after  expending  which  they  shall 
be  abandoned.  I  confess,  however,  that  I  am  not 
anxious  on  this  point.  I  merely  wish  to  try  the 
,        sense  of  the  House. 

,  On  agreeing  to  Mr.  B.'s  motion,  the  House  di- 

I        vided — ayes  38,  noes  57. 
J  Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLTAMS. — The  curtailing  Navy 

expenses  may  be  unpopular,  but  I  conceive  it  to 
be  riffbt.  For  that  purpose  I  will  renew  the  mo- 
tion I  offered  in  committee.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
ail  the  expenditures  of  this  department  should 
pass  in  review  before  the  House.  When  I  first 
came  to  Washington,  I  went  to  the  navy  yard. 
I  there  saw  an  elegant  building  going  on.  I  in- 
quired under  what  appropriation  this  was  author- 
ized, and  was  answered,  under  the  appropriation 
for  contingent  expenses.  1  remarked  other  ex- 
penditures, and  received  the  same  information. 
These  expenditures  may  be  ail  proper;  but  1  think 
that  every  gentleman  on  this  floor  ouffht  to  be 
«eiuifel€d  t0  teli  his  constituents  how  the  public 


money  is  expended.  Talk  to  them  of  conting^n* 
cies,  aod  they  will  understand  as  little  or  the 
term  as  of  land  in  the  moon.  Mr.  W.  concluded 
by  moving  to  strike  put  ^*and  other  contingent 
expenses,'' and  calling  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Alexandbb  was  against  the  motion,  as  an 
agreement  to  it  would  not  lead  to  tho  obtaintA|| 
any  further  information,  and  as  be  was  coiivinM« 
it  was  impossible  to  specify  every  itemr  of  expeoj^ 
diture. 

MV.  FtsK  was  of  opinionj  that  it  would  be  be^t 
to  agree  to  the  motion  as  tne  means  of  obtaining 
a  detailed  estimate.  His  confidence  in  the  Heal 
of  the  Department  was  not  diminished ;  but  it 
was  their  duty  to  be  fully  informed  on  whatever 
respected  the  expenditure  of  public  money. 

Mr.  SMiUE«atd,  that  uo  gendemao  would  oen* 
sure  him  for  attaehment  to  the  Navy,  He  never 
had  been,  nor  wlis  he  now' attached  to  a  Navy. 
But  the  situation  in  which  they  w^re  placed  ynk 
well  kaowoi  If  there  was  tinae,  he  should  b6 
glad  to  have  every  item  of  expenditure  produced 
by  the  proper  officer,  that  they  naight  know  how 
to  act:  He  was  fully  aware  that,  in  the  Navy 
Department,  it  was  more  difficult  to  adticfpaOs 
the  expenses  than  in  any  other.  Though,  th^r^ 
fore,  he  was  no  friend  to  a  NaVy,'  as  it  had  not 
been  thought  propet  to  abandon  the  establish* 
ment,  he  considered  it  right  to  make  such  grants 
as  were  necessary  for  its  support.  If  it  was-  early 
in  the  session,  or  if  he  thought  it  possible  to  gelt 
the  information,  he  should  vote  for  calling  for  it. 
But  as  they  ware  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  say^ 
ing  at  once  whether  they  would,  or  would  not 
support  the  Navy,'  he  should  bein'favor  of  mab< 
ing  this  grant. 

Mr.  Blmitr  did  not  see  the  least  good' which 
could  result  from  the  motion.  If  it  would  pre^ 
vent  an  unoectessary  expenditure  of  the  publio 
money,  he  would  vote  for  it  But  the  nature  of 
the  service  was  such  as  rendered  it  impossible  to 
foresee,  or  provide  with  precision  for  expenses 
which  might  become  necessary. 

Mr.  J.  Ran  no  LPR  said,  it  had  been  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Penosylvania,  that  it  was  too 
late  to  get  this  ioforination.  The  eentleman  was 
mistaken.  Any  information  could  be  l^d  now 
which  could  have  been  got  three  months  ago. 
Mr.  R.  then  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  should  be  postponed  until  the  next 
day,  that  geutleman,  who  said  they  wanted  in<- 
formation  might  obtain  it  by  a  vote  of  the  House* 

The  Speaker  pronounced  this  motion  not  to 
be  in  order,  as  the  Clerk  had  previously  com- 
menced the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  taken  on  Mr* 
D.  R.  Williams's  motion,  were— yeas  25,  nays 
86,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Burwell  Bassett,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Exra  Darby^ 
Peter  Early,  James  Fisk,  James  M.  Garnett,  Edwin 
Gray,  Michael  Leib,  Daacan  MacFarland,  Patrick 
Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  Gideon  Olin,  Thomas  8am* 
mons,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Henry  Southard,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Philip  R.  Thomp» 
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son,  Abram  Trigg,  David  R.  Williamsi  Alexander 
Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Wm. 
Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chan- 
dler, John  Claiborne,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crown- 
j&shieid,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dav- 
«nport,  ran.,  John  Dawson,  WiUiam  Dickson,  Eiias 
Barle,  James  Elliott,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer, 
William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Chas. 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  SeUi 
Hastings,  D^vid  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Rdbert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jon- 
athan O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah  Nel- 
son, Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  John  C.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Samuel 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uci 
Trai^,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marm- 
adnke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moyed  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  the  view 
of  obtaining  information  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Nayy  before  it  was  definitively  acted  on. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to— ayes  41,  no^s 
56 ',  when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Jackson  hoped  it  would  not  berelid  a  third 
time  until  Saturday^  that  information  might  be 
previously  obtained  from  the  Head  of  the  Depart- 
ment. If  it  should  not  be  then  obtained,  he 
would  be  the  foremost  in  voting  for  a  recom- 
mitment. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson*. hoped  it  would  be  read  to- 
morrow. The  bill  had  been  delayed  much  longer 
than  was  usuaL  and  great  inconveniences  had 
been  experienced  from  the  delay  which  had  at- 
tended it.  Should  the  third  reading  be  delayed 
till  Satutday,  it  might  be  late  in  the  session  belore 
it  was  conclusively  acted  on.  The  other  House 
might  take  time  to  discuss  its  provisions.  As  all 
g[entlemen  were  anxious  speedily  to  close  the  ses- 
sion,  be  hoped  it  would  be  reaa  it  third  time  to- 
morrow. I  should  coincide  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  in  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued, 
if  I  thought  we  could  by  a  delay  of  a  few  days 
get  any  important  information.  But  I  have  been 
told,  and  I  cannot  doubt  it,  that  it  would  take  an 
immense  length' of  time  for  the  clerks  to  make  out 
a  complete  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  last  fear.  I  have  been  told  that  it  would  take 
months,  even  with  the  aid  of  additional  clerks. 
I  have  been  told  so  by  a  gentleman  whose  vera- 
city I  cannot  doubt,  and  iv^bose  knowledge  on  this 
point  must  be  correct.  Putting  off  then  this  bill 
to  Saturday  cannot  be  the  means  of  giving  us 


any  correct  information  not  already  in  our  pos- 
session. If  I  thought  otherwise  I  would  willing- 
ly wait  till  Saturday.  But  when  I  reflect  on  the 
facts  I  have  stated,  and  see  that  it  is  impossible  to 
get  this  detailed  information  in  any  reasonable 
time,  I  think  it  best,  in  this  instance,  to  do,  as  we 
have  done^heretofore — ^to  vote  on  the  information 
of  the  Head  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolph  said  he  felt  .himself  called 
upon  to  reply  to  a  remark  made  by  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down^  who  had  said  that,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  this  bill  had  been  unusoally 
delayed.     He  would  tell  the  gentleman  one  cause 
of  this  delay.    This  yfery  item  of  appropriation, 
which  the  gentleman  bad  just  agreed  to,  was 
part  of  the  cause.    But  he  wished  it,  at  the  same 
time,  to  he  distinctly  understood,  that  there  was 
no  disposition  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  delay  this  bill.    It  was  long  since  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  he  had  before  called  for 
taking  it  up.    The  committee  bad  never  received 
any  intimation  from  the  Head  of  the  Department, 
stating  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  be  a  matter  of 
urgency;  which  had  heretofore  been  common  in 
case  a  department  required  an  earljr  appropriation 
of  money.    Had,  then,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  any  right  to  suppose,  after  having 
voted  $600,000  in  addition  to  the  appropriauon 
for  the  last  year,  that  this  department  could  not 
wait  until  the  otner  departments  had  been  served. 
The  truth  was,  that  the  civil  list  appropriation 
had  been  the  only  one  unnecessarily  delayed^  and 
that  delay  had  not  arisen  in  this  House.    Had 
they  heard  any  complaints  relative  to  the  War 
Department  ?    Had  it  made  a  demand  of  sixty  or 
seventy  per  cent,  on  the  regular  appropriauons, 
while  this  department  was  swallowing  up  money 
faster  than  they  could  provide  it  ?    He  had  heard 
it  insinuated  out  of  doors  that  there  existed.a  dis- 
position to  distress  this  department.    If  there  had 
been  such  a  disposition,  was  it  not  in  the  power  of 
any  member  to  call  up  the  bill?    He  appealed  to 
the  gentleman  from  Fennsvlvania  if  he  had  not 
asked  him  to  call  it  up  in  nis  absence,  and  if  he 
had  not  replied,  that  he  would  as  soon  as  he  coold 
get  the  floor. 

Mr.  R.  Nblson  said  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  srossly  misunderstood  him.  When  he 
said  that  this  bill  had  been  unusually  delayed,  he 
had  bad  no  disposition  to  insinuate  that  it  had 
been  designedly  delayed,  nor  had  he  meant  any 
reflection  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
or  on  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  D.  K.  Williams  said  his  object  was  to  get 
information.  He  hoped  the  demand  of  the  House 
to  give  the  general  items  would  be  complied  with. 
He  wanted  no  details ;  all  he  wished  was  a  state- 
ment of  general  items. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  remarked  that  such  a  statement 
could  be  of  no  use.  The  contingent  fund  of  the 
Navy  embraced  articles,  the  extent  of  which  coald 
not  be  calculated  with  any  precision — It  coald 
only  be  founded  on  past  expenditures — it  iiras 
known  that  the  last  year  there  was  an  expendi- 
ture of  $600,000  beyond  the  sum  appropriated. 
The  whole  expenses  of  the  Navy  could  not  he  cal- 
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tlolated  at  the  beginniDg  of  the  year  with  cer- 
llainty,  particularly  whea  our  affairs  were  unset- 
Itled  in  the  Mediterranean.  During  the  last  year, 
^tbree  hundred  of  our  captive  seamen  had  been 
liberated,  and  to  each  seaman  arrearage  wages 
had  been  paid  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  In  consequence  of  this  and  other 
circumstances,  he  presumed  that  neither  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  nor  any  other  mortal  man, 
could  have  known  the  expenditure  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  that 
there  was  all  the  economy  in  the  Navy  that  should 
he;  but  if  they  got  any  information,  it  could  only 
he  a  statement  of  what  had  been  laid  out  in  pat- 
tic  ular  years. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  would  state  a  fact,  to 
enable  gentlemen  to  ascertain  whether  there  had 
been  any  extraordinary  delay  on  this  occasion. 
Such  an  insinuation  had  been  thrown  out,  and 
this  was  the  place  any  insinuation  of  this  kind 
ought  to  be  made  and  met,  and  not  at  the  fire- 
sides or  in  the  newspapers.  By  recurrence  to  the 
iournals.  it  would  appear  that,  in  the  first  vear  he 
Lad  had  a  seat  in  the  House,  the  act  makine  an 
appropriation  for  the  Navy  had  been  passed,  on 
the  10th  of  May;  and  that,  in  the  first  year  he 
had  had  the  honor  of  being  on  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  bill  making  appropriations 
fbr  the  Navy  had  passed  on  the  1st  ot  May.  He 
said  he  had  not  had  time  to  turn  to  the  Journal 
of  other  sessions.  But  the  truth  was,  a  spendthrift 
never  could  be  supplied  with  money  fast  enough 
to  anticipate  bis  wants. 

The  mouon  to  read  the  bill  a  third  time  on  Sat- 
urday was  carried — ayes  55,  when  the  following 
motion,  made  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  was  agreed 
to  without  a  division: 

I  Resoivedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed 
;  to  lay  before  this  House  an  estimate  of  the  respective 
F  siims  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  repair  of  vessels, 
.1  store  rent,  pay  of  armorers,  freight,  and  contingent  ez- 
j  penses  of  the  Navy  for  &e  year  1806. 

PLURAUTY  OF  OFFICES. 

The  Hou^e  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  officers  of  the 
Army  or  Navy  from  holding  or  exercising  any 
ciyil  office. 

The  bill,  having  been  read,  was  reported  to  the 
House  without  amendment. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  observed  that  when  this  bill 
was  first  read  he  had  remarked  that  he  thought 
it  contained  a  principle  not  to  be  found  in  the  reso- 
lution on  which  it  was  predicated — a  principle, 
which  appeared  to  him  to  be  new;  which  would, 
if  adopted,,prove  extremely  pernicious,  and  which 
went  to  the  removal  of  an  officer  in  the  enjoyment 
of  an  office  Constitutionallv  holden  by  him.  It 
did  not  belong  to  the  Legislature  to  give  to  any 
law  a  retrospective  operation,  or  that  would  affect 
officers  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  Constitutional 
privileges.  If  they  did  so  they  would  assume  the 
right  of  removing  an  officer  from  his  office.  The 
bill,  therefore,  as  it  stood,  struck  him  as  altogether 
unconstitutional.  The  Legislature  was  not  the 
proper  department  for  the  exercise  of  this  power. 


The  Constitution  had  provided  a  particular  mode 
in  which  officers  could  be  removed  from  office ; 
and  the  Legislature  had  no  power  to  over-rule 
this  provision.  It  may  be  said  that  we  are  only 
making  a  regulation  tnat  officers  of  a  certain  de- 
scription ^all  not  hold  another  office.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams said  he  agreed  to  the  correctness  of  this 
principle ;  but  in  the  present  instance,  they  were 
assuming  a  power  which  the  Constitution  did  not 
give.  He,  therefore,  hoped  that  gentlemen  favo- 
rable to  this  principle  would  so  amend  the  bill  aa 
to  remove  theobjection  he  had  stated.  If  n  should 
be  so  amended  as  to  confine  its  operation  to  M 
future  appointments,  he  should  have  no  objection, 
to  it.  But  if  it  were  to  affect  existing  officers- 
constitutionally  enjoving  their  offices,  he  consid- 
ered it  dangerous  ana  should  vote  against  it.  Not 
having  the  bill  before  him,  he  could  not  state 
what  amendment  would  be  satisfactory  to  him. 
He  therefore  moved  that  the  bill  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  said  the  bill  was  very  short,  and 
contained  no  new  principles  whatever.  This 
was  an  age  of  discoveries,  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  has  discovered  that  the  bill  to  ^'  pro- 
hibit officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  from  hold- 
ing or  exercising  any  civil  office,"  is  at  war  with 
the  resolution  which  declares  *'that  provision 
ought  to  be  made,  by  law,  to  render  any  officer  in 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  in- 
capable of  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States." 

This  is  really  a  discovery,  said  Mr.  C. ;  and  how 
the  gentleman  can  vote  for  the  one  and  not  for  the 
other,  is  a  most  extraordinary  thing.  But  the  gen* 
tleman  has  doubtless  made  a  Constitutional  dis- 
covery— that  when  a  man  holds  an  office  the  office 
cannot  be  destroyed.  But  had  not  officers  under 
the  excise  law  been  destroyed,  and  have  they  not 
been  removed  by  the  abolition  of  their  offices? 
And  have  not  the  commissions  of  the  judges  been 
revoked  ?  And  I  see  nothing  which  shall  prevent  t 
us  from  saying  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  or  Indi- 
ana Territory  shall  hot  be  a  militarv  officer.  As 
to  printing  the  bill,  as  it  consists  oi  but  three  or 
four  lines,  I  can  see  no  occasion  for  it  whatever. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  notwithstanding  his  extraordinary  modesty, 
had  certainly  made  a  great  discovery,  viz :  that, 
passing  a  general  law,  which  is  a  general  rule,  is 
similar  to  legislating  on  a  particular  case;  that  a 
law  declaring  that  certain  officers  shall  be  appoint- 
ed for  four  years,  is  equivalent  to  A,  B,  and  C heing 
turned  out  at  the  end  of  four  years.  The  bill,  Mr. 
R.  said,  was  strictly  conformable  to  the  resolu- 
tion— there  was  no  difference  between  them,  how- 
ever the  gentleman  miffht  be  for  throwing  an  an- 
chor to  windward  to  claw  off  a  lee  shore.  Are 
we  about  to  say  that  A,  or  B,  holdinfi^  a  military 
office,  shall  be  removed  from  the  civil  offices  theV 
now  nold  ?  No— we  are  merely  saying  they  shall 
not  be  both  held  by  the  same  person,  wfiich  is 
surely  a  legislative  act.  If  we  violate  the  Constitu- 
tion and  trench  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  Execu- 
tive, has  not  the  Constitution  armed  the  Execu- 
tive with  a  power  to  defend  itself?  If  we  pass 
such  a  billj  will  not  the  Executive  return  it  to 
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us,  if  it  be  not  previously  arrested  in  the  other 
House  ?  Are  we  a  Legislative  body,  with  the  pow- 
er of  binding  by  our  acts  the  whole  Grovernment, 
or  a  mere  Chamber  to  register  edicts  and  pass  sup- 

£lies?  I  had  always  supposed  that  we  were  a 
legislative  body,  and  I  had  hoped  an  independent 
Legislature.  If  we  are,  we  have  a  right  to  pre- 
scribe rules  for  the  government  both  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  the  Judiciary;  for,  be  it  remembered, 
that  before  a  bill  becomes  obligatory,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  the  assent  of  the  other  branches. 
But,  on^e  construction  we  have  heard.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  why  we  have  not  the  same  right  io  de- 
clare a  man  after  a  certain  day  shall  not  exercise 
bothacivilandmilitaryofficetastosay  thatnomil- 
litary^  officer  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  to  a  civil 
office?  The  gentleman's  ideas  will  apply  to 
one  case  as  well  as  the  other.  ^  If,  however,  gen- 
tleinen  choose  to  vote  out  the  bill,  they  will  do  as 
they  please.  It  will  be  extremely  easy  for  them 
to  find  a  pretext;  but  they  will  not  be  able  to 
assign  reasons  to  influence  the  vote  of  any  man 
possessed  of  a  clear  head  and  a  souna  con- 
science. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said  he  had  voted  against  the 
resolution  on  which  this  bill  was  bottomed,  be- 
cause he  thought  it  had  a  squinting  at  a  particu- 
lar case,  and  because  he  thought  they  had  no  right 
to  pass  such  a  law.  It  was  a. sound  doctrine  inat 
the  laws  of  the  land  ought  to  be  general, «nd  that 
they  ought  not,  under  the  cover  of  a  general  law, 
to  provide  for  a  particular  case.  Mr.  N.  said  he 
should  not  have  supposed  that  this  was  the  case  in 
this  instance,  had  not  some  of  the  advocates  of  the 
bill  mentioned  the  man  against  whom  it  was  in- 
tended to  operate.  He  had  another  reason  against 
the  measure,  He  thought  they  had  no  Cfonsti- 
tptional  right  to  pass  such  a  law.  As  the  case 
qf  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  had  been  mention- 
ed, he  would  likewise  notice  it.  He  would  ask 
^  whether  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  held  his  office 
of  Governor  under  a  law  of  the  United  Slates  or 
under  the  Constitution?  If  he  held  it  under  a 
law,  he  wished  gentlemen  to  point  it  out.  He 
believed,  however,  there  was  no  suqh  law;  but 
that  he  held  his  office  under  the  general  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution.  If  he  were  correct  in 
this  opinion,  he  would  ask  whether  it  was  com- 
petent to  Congress  to  alter  the  tenure  by  which 
the  office  was  held  without  first  altering  the  Con- 
stitution. If^  under  the  Constitution,  the  Presi- 
dent had  a  right  to  appoint  a  military  officer  Gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana,  he  would  ask  whether  they 
had  the  power  by  law  of  abridging  this  right  ?  He 
apprehended  not,  as  it  required  as  great  a  power 
to  undo  as  to  create  a  Constitutional  provision. 
The  case  had  been  likened  to  the  case  of  an  ex- 
cise officer.  But  the  excise  offices  were  held 
under  a  law,  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  repeal 
the  law  to  abolish  the  office.  So  with  regard  to 
the  judges.  When  the  law.  establishing  them 
was  repealed  they  fell  with  it.  But  is  this  a  simi- 
lar case?  Are  we  about  to  repeal  a  law?  No. 
We  are  about  making  a  law,  the  effect  of  which 
is  to  drive  a  man  from  an  office  which  he  now 
holds  under  the  Constitution.    Mr.  N.  said  these 


were  the  principal  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
vote  against  the  bill  as  well  as  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Smilie  hoped  the  bill  would  be  printed.  It 
certainly  contained  a  principle  which  it  was  their 
duty  carefully  to  examine  before  they  adopted  iu 
He  would  confine  his  remarks  to  one  point — the 
Constitutional  principle  implicated  in  the  bill.  If 
it  provided  that  after  a  certain  day  no  appoint- 
ment should  be  made  of  a  military  man  to  a  civil 
office,  the  case  would  be  different.  But  it  declares 
that  alter  a  certain  dav  no  man  shall  hold  both  a 
civil  and  military  oflace.  The  cases  which  had 
been  mentioned  were  not  analogous.  The  remo- 
val of  officers  by  disbanding  the  army,  and  that 
of  the  judges,  had  been  mentioned.  What  were 
these  cases?  In  both  .instances  a  law  had  been 
passed  abolishing  the  establishment  of  which  they 
formed  a  part.  Was  that  the  case  here?  Vio, 
On  the  contrary  they  were  about  to  pass  a  iaw 
removing  a  man  from  office,  without  abolishing 
the  office.  Could  any  gentleman  show  any  pow- 
er possessed  by  Congress  of  removing  a  man  from, 
office  without  abolishmj  it  ?  Mr.  S.  said  he  should 
adhere  to  the  Constitution  in  good  as  well  as  bad 
times,  and  deeming  this  measure  a  direct  viola- 
tion of  it  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Clark  said  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
had  declared  the  officer  alluded  to,  a  Coastitutiooal 
officer,  created  by  the  Constitution,  and  not  by  law. 
He  wished  the  Territorial  law  might  be  read. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  replied  that  he  had  said  no 
such  thing.  He  knew  full  well  that  there  was  a 
law  for  the  appointment  of  a  Governor  of  Loniii- 
ana.  If  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  the  man,  they 
should  repeal  that  laW^.  He  had  said  that  the  ap- 
pointment was  under  the  Constitution,  which  be- 
ing Constitutionally  made,  there  was  no  power 
in  the  Legislature  to  remove  him. 

Mr.  J.  Olat  said  the  objections  raised  by  gen- 
tlemen to  this  bill  appeared  to  him  very  strange. 
Several  acts  had  been  passed  by  the  Legislature 
establishing  various  offices.  Gentlemen  ail  ac- 
knowledged that  il  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
destroy  these  offices  bv  repealiiig  the  laws  that 
create  them,  and.  yet  they  deny  that  it  is  in  their 
power  to  modify  them.  It  is  within  the  powv 
of  the  Legislature  to  say  that  a  man.  though  ap- 
pointed for  three  years,  shall  vacate  his  office  at 
the  expiration  of  one  year.  So  it  is  in  their  power 
to  say  no  military  officer  shall  be  appointed  Gov- 
ernor of  a  Territory.  If  they  have  power  to  re- 
peal a  law  and  destroy  the  office  created  by  it, 
there  can  be  no  question  of  their  having  the 
power  of  modifying  the  office.  Your  law,  said  Mr* 
C,  constitutes  the  Governors  of  the  Territories 
commandants  of  the  militia.  Surely  then  it  is  ia 
the  power  of  the  law  to  say  they  shall  no  looker 
be  commandants  of  the  militia.  So  with  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Army,  you  have  a  right  to  destroy  tli^e 
office  of  Brigadier  General,  or  to  say  it  shall  not 
be  held  by  a  Governor  of  a  Territory. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  no  enmity  to  the  person  al- 
luded to.  He  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  hiau 
But  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  man  appointed  to  & 
civil  office,  which  was  from  its  nature  local,  ought 
not  to  hold  a  military  office,  which  might  carry 
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him  from  tbe  place  where  the  first  was  exercised. 
It  had  been  remarked,  by  ihe  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  that  this  officer  bad  been  appointed 
under  the  Constitution,  by  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, and  that  it  would  require  as  great  a  power  to 
repeal  as  to  make  this  provision.  He  agreed  to  the 
accuracy  of  this  remark ;  but  would  answer  it  by 
stating  that  the  proposed  law,  before  it  became 
binding,  would  require  the  concurrence  of  the 
PreRident,  the  Senate,  and  ohat  House. 

The  House  divided  on  the  motion  to  print  the 
bill^yeaa  46  nays  52. 

Mr.  N.  Williams  then  moved  to  amen4  the 
bill  by  adding  to  it  the  following  proviso: 

Promded,  That  this  act  shall  not  affect  any  officer 
now  holding  an  office  under  the  Constitution  or  any 
existing  law  of  the  United  States. 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  N. 
Williams,  R.  Nelson,  and  Smilie  ;  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  J.  Randoph,  R.  Whitbhill,  Dawson, 
Jackson,  and  Q^uinct.  ^ 

Mr.  R^EA,  of  Tennessee,  .opposed  both  the 
amendment  and  the  bill. 

When  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  proviso,  which  was  negatived — yeas 
36,  nays  66,  as  follows: 

YsAs-^-Joseph  Barker,  Bamabaa  Bidwell,  George 
W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Jacob  Crowninahield» 
Richard  Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  Peter 
Barly,  James  Elliot,  WUIiam  Ely,  William  Fibdley, 
John  Fowler,  Silas  Halse^,  John  Hamilton,  Joseph 
liewis,  junior,  William  McCreeiy,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Gnrdon  8*  MumfArd,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, Peur  Sailly,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Philip  Van 
GorUandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer*  John  Whitehifl, 
£Iiphaiet  Wickes,  Maimaduke  Williams,  and  Nathan 
WiUianifl. 

Hr ▲rsT-^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac 
Anderaon,  Biuwell  Basset,  George  M*  Bedinger,  John 
Blake»  junior,  Thomas  Bknmt,  William  Butler,  Leri 
Ca«ey,  J6hn  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clarke  Joseph  Clay, 
MattLew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Jdm  .Ihiwson,  Eh  as 
Earle,  Caleb  Ellis,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M<'  Gamett, 
Charles  Goldsborongh,  Peterson  Goodwyn*  Bdwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Seth  Histings,  David  Holmes, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Water  Jonea,  Michael  Leibt  AUtthew 
Lyon,  IJuncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Gideon  Olin,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quiilcy,  John  Randolph, 
John  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Thomas  Sandlbrd,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer 
SoaTer,  John  C«>tton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Bautht  Thomas  Spalding;  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B. 
BUiatgemf  SaoBuel  'Faggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip 
R*  Tfaompoon^  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Abram  Tri^g*  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Whitehiil,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
flon»  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 


of  Gk>vern!nent,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  th^  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


Friday,  April  11. 

Mr.  JoHK  C.  Smith,  from,  the  Committee  of 
Claims^  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  second  in- 
stant, the  memorial  of  Amelia  Euffene  Beaumar* 
cbais,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
in.  relation  to  sundry  claims  to  land  for  military! 
services  rendered  in  the  late  Revolutionary  Wai^ 
in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  nineteenth  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  '^Aa 
act  granting  farther  time  for  locating  miJUtary 
land,  warrants,  and  for  other. purposes  ;"  and  an 
act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  five,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  land  warrants,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  .of  clerks,  and 
for  otaer  purposes;,"  was  read  twice^  and  commit^ 
ted  to  a  Committee. of  the  whole  House  to-morrowi 

Mr.  John  Randolpa^  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making  apfircH 
pria lions  for  carrying,  into  effect  a  treaty  beiwcea 
the  United  States  an4.  the  Chicksaw  tribe  of  Indi- 
ans; which  was  read  twiee,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  John  Ranoolph,  from  the  same  Commit- 
tee, ])resented  a  hill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties  ;  which 
Was  read  twice,  and.  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  transmitting  a  statement 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  according  to. 
the  returns  last  received  from  the  several  States 
and  Territories.  The  Message  was  read,  and,  to* 
getberwith  the  documents  transxQitted  therewith, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Hi9use  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  hill,  entiited- 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  suppovt  of 
Qovernment,  fur  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six ;"  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments,  together - 
with  the  bill,  'be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means* 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  prescribing  the  ef- 
fect in  each  State  of  the  records  of  judgments 
and  decrees  of  the  courts  of  record  of  every  other 
State. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  arose  on  this  bilL 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  to 
postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  was  lost;  when  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on 
Monday — yeas  63.   . 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  an 
estimate  of  the  sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated 
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for  repairs  of  vessels,  store-rent,  pay  of  armorers, 
freight,  and  coDlingenl  expenses  of  the  Navy,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ai|d  six,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  tenth  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

TENNESSEE  LANDS. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
issne  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  kndsthere- 
in  described  ;  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  unap- 
propriated land  within  the  same,  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Mr.  Alston  moved  to  recommit-  the  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing an  amendment,  declaring  that  nothing 
contained  in  this  act  should  be  so  construed  as  to 
impair  the  cession  act  of  North  Carolina. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  A  l&ton, 
and  Alexandeb  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Greoo, 
J.  C.  Smith,  and  G.  W.  Campbell,  and  disagreed 
to,  yeas  28 ;  when  the  bill  was  passed — yeas  63, 
says  28,  as  follows : 

YxAB — David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Silas  Betton, 
John  Blake,  jun.,  William  Butler,  George  W.  Camp- 
bell,  Levi  Casey,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Mat- 
tikew  Clay,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Richard  Catts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  Ebeneter  Elmer,  William 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Iniafa  L.  Green,  Silas  Halscnr,  Seth  Hastings,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
McCreeiy,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  S.  Mumibrd, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Pe- 
ter Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  James  Sloan,  John  Smi- 
lie,  John  Cotton  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Lewis  B.  Stor- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tncy, 
Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadswoith,  John  Whitehill,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Alexander  Wilson,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun..  Bur- 
well  Basaett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
William  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  Ezra  Darby, 
James  Elliott,  John  W.  Eppes,  Peterson  Goodvryn, 
Thomas  KenaUi  Patrick  Magrnder,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Gideon  Clin,  John  Randolph,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smith,  Sunuel  Smi^ 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  .David  R.  Wil- 
liams, Marmadttke  Williams,  and  Nathan  Williams, 
Joeeph  Winston. 

PLURALITY  OP  OFFICES. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  officers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States  from  holding  or  exer- 
cising any  civil  office,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Gbegg  said  he  never  found  himself  in- 
volved in  greater  difficulty.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  principle  involved  in  the  bill,  and  yet  he 
could  not  vote  for  its  passage.  He  believed  that 
it  was  a  correct  principle  that  civil  and  military 
offices  should  be  kept  distinct,  and  he  wished  the 
Constitution  had  prohibited  the  union.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  individual  on  whom  it  was  mentioned 
yesterday  thi^  law  was  to  operate,  he  was  satis- 


fied it  would  be  best  if  he  could  be  removed  from 
ooe  of  the  offices  he  held,  and  if  such  a  course 
had  been  pursued,  he  should  have  been  in  favor 
of  destroying  the  office  of  bripradier  general  to 
get  rid  of  the  officer.  The  effect  of  this  resolu- 
tion would  be  to  take  from  a  man  an  office  which 
he  held  under  the  Constitution.  This  power 
they  did  not  possess.  The  only  Constitutional 
way  to  effect  the  object  was  to  destroy  the  office. 
He  would  agree  likewise  to  amend  the  Constitn- 
tion,  so  as  to  declare  the  union  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary office  incompatible,  or  to  a  law  providing 
that  after  a  certain  time  no  person  should  hold 
two  such  offices;  and  he  should,  if  practicahie, 
be  for  doing  away  the  office  of  Governor  of  Lou- 
isiana, because  ne  believed  the  person  holding 
that  office  was,  by  his  course  of  proceedings,  pro- 
ducing a  disturbiance  in  the  Territory.  But  al- 
though he  entertained  a  favorable  opinion  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  would  wish  to  remove 
that  gentleman  from  one  of  the  offices  he  held, 
yet  he  must  vote  against  the  bill,  as  it  went  to 
the  unconstitutional  removal  of  an  officer. 

Mr.  Smilib  thought  the  passage  of  this  bill  in- 
volved a  principle  of  a  very  serious  nature.  As 
to  the  abstract  principle  involved  in  the  bill  he 
did  not  dispute  its  correctness,  or  that  it  ought  to 
have  been  a  part  of  the  Constitution.  Bat  the 
question  was,  whether  they  had  a  right  by  a  legis- 
lative act,  to  prejudice  any  other  branch  of  the 
Government.  They  were  not  in  his  opinion  wai- 
ranted  in  travelling  out  of  their,  own  sphere  to 
remove  exiting,  evils. ,  There  was  but  ooe  way 
in  which  the  Constitution  provided  for  the  remo- 
val of  a  public  officer.    It  says  "  the  President, 

*  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  Uni- 

*  ted  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  im- 
'  peachment  for.  and  conviction  of,  treann,  bri- 
^  oery,  or  other  nigh  crimes  and  misdemeanon." 
Here  was  the  true  and  only  sphere  in  which  the 
House  could  move.  If  the  Constitution  did  not 
cive  the  right  of  removal  in  any  other  waj.  it 
did  not  exist,  and  if  they  undertook  by  a  legula- 
tive  act  to  remove  a  man  constitationaUy  ap- 
pointed, who  would  pretend  to  say  what  mischief 
might  not  result  from  it?  For  iOtse  reasons  he 
should  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Q^OiNCT  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  one  of 
the  arguments^  urged  by  gentlemen  against  this 
bin  was  fallacious — ^that  which  considered  it  an 
ii^vasion  of  the  rights  of  the  Executive.   This 
argument  went  on  the  assumption  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  necessarily  sign  the  bill  sent  to  him, 
which  might  or  might  not  be  the  fact.    If  he  ac- 
cedes to  it,  the  argument  of  gentlemen  falls  to  the 
ground ;  and  if  it  shall  be  returned,  it  will  thea 
be  time  enough  to  discuss  the  Constitutional 
principle.   With  regard  to  the  genertd  expediency 
of  passing  such  a  bill,  the  strong^t  aiguments 
would  be  found  in  favor  of  it  on  the  page  of  his- 
tory.   If  history  proved  anything,  it  was  that  the 
condition  of  those  was  most  degraded  who  lived 
under  the  colonial  governments  of  Republics. 
This  was  amply  proved  by  the  aniialsof  the  Car^ 
thaeenian  and  Roman  Republics.     The  territory 
under  contemplation  was  a  kind  of  colonial  gov- 
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eroment,  and  mi^bt  in  the  coarse  of  time  be  a 
powerful  engine  in  tbe  hands  of  the  EzecuiiFe. 
He  wished,  therefore,  for  a  separation  of  the  ciril 
and  military  powers  which  m^ht  arise  under  it. 
Mr.  Smilie  said  if  the  question  was  what  was 
most  convenient  or  best,  he  should  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  agreeing  with  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts.   But  it  rested  on  higher  ground — on 
what  was  Constitutional.    If  he  had  a  right  to 
make  the  Constitution,  he  would  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  separating  the  civil  and  military  powers. 
But  he  could  not  forget  the  occurrences  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to 
xepresent  in  pact.    In  that  State  there  had  been 
but  a  single  branch  of  the  Legislature  without 
any  Executive  veto  on  tbe  passage  of  the  laws. 
He  had   seen    that    Crovernment  destroved  by 
sweeping  away  the  Executive  power  before  the 
irresistible  authority  of  the  Legislature,  and  he 
had  seen  the  people  obliged,  from  this  circum- 
stance, lo  sive  up  that  constitution  and  frame  a 
new  one.    The  measure  under  consideration  was 
of  the  same  kind.    The  Constitutional  powers  of 
the  Executive  ought  not  to  be  encroached  upon, 
unless  the  object  was  to  produce  confusion.    He 
had  seep  the  effects  of  such  measures,  and  depre- 
cated them.    You  may.  said  Mr.  S.,  abolish  the 
office,  and  the  officer  falls  with  it,  but  in  no  other 
way,  while  the  office  continues,  can  you  remove 
the  officer  except  by  impeachment.    Shall  we, 
then,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  man  who  may  not 
have  done  right  (and  as  for  myself  I  am  ready 
CO  answer  I'have  no  affection  for  the  man)  go  in- 
to a  new  scene,  the  length  of  which  we  cannot 
foresee?    This  principle  once  established  may 
lead  to  anything;  it  may  lead  to  a  destruction  of 
the  powers  of  the  ESxecutive  altogether.    I  am 
as  tenacious  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature  as 
any  man,  but  I  believe  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  be  equally  necessary.  Indeed  I  think  there 
is  more  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  over- 
whelming power  of  the  Legislature,  than  from 
the  powers  of  the  Executive.    For  the  Legisla- 
ture is  so  powerful  that  there  can  be  little  danger 
of  the  Executive  encroaching  upon  it. 

Mr.  Eppes. — If  I  took  the  same  view  of  the 
operation  of  this  law  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  I  should  certainly  give  it  my  neg- 
ative. As,  however,  I  voted  for  the  resolution  on 
which  it  is  founded,  and  consider  thelaWin  con- 
fomaity  with  the  resolution,  I  will  assign,  in  a 
few  words,  the  reasons  which  will  govern  my 
vote. 

We  have  been  told  that  all  the  departments  of 
Government  are  independent  of  each  other.  No 
man  denies  the  correctness  of  this  principle.  Let 
us  not  interfere  with  the  Constitutional  rights  of 
the  other  departments,  nor  abandon  our  own. 
The  Executive  has  by  the  Constitution  the  right 
of  nominating  for  office  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States^  whether  an  officer  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
or  not.  This  being  a  Constitutional  right,  be 
certainly  cannot  be  deprived  of  it  by  law ;  the 
right  remains,  and  may  be  exercised  if  the  law 
passes  ;  the  law  merely  severs  tbe  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices,  and  leaves  the  military  officer  to  de* 


cide .whether  he  will  vacate  his  military  command 
by  holding  or  accepting  a  civil  office ;  the  Exec« 
utive  will  have  the  same  right  to  appoint — the 
individual  will  have  the  same  right  to  accept  the 
civil  office  as  heretofore,  but  the  acceptance  va- 
cates his  command  in  the  Army  or  Navy.  If, 
then,  the  Elxecutive  right  to  appoint,  and  the 
right  of  the  officer  to  accept,  remains  ^fter  the 
passage  of  this  law,  how  can  gentlemen  contend 
that  the  Constitutional  right  of  appointment  is 
narrowed  ?  All  the  difficulty  on  the  present  ocea* 
sion  arises  from  the  law  being  made  to  bear  on 
the  Constitutional  right  of  appointment.  It  is 
intended  to  operate  only  en  offices  in  the  Army 
or  Navy  which  are  created  by  law,  to  the  tenure 
of  which  we  may  annex  such  conditions  as  the 
public  good  may  require.  Under  the  Constitu- 
tion we  have  a  right  to  prescribe  rules  fpr  the 
government  of  the  Army  or  Navy.  In  passing 
this  law  we  add  a  new  clause  to  the  articles  of 
war,  viz :  That  an  officer  of  the  Army  or  Navy 
shall  not  hold  or  accept  a  civil  office.  Do  jgentle- 
men  really  suppose  that  we  have  no  right  to 
make  this  rule?  If  we  can  say  that  an  officer 
shall  not  get  drunk,  that  he  shall  have  short  hair, 
a  coat  of  a  certain  form ;  that  he  shall  not  absent 
himself  from  his  duty;  or  if  we  can  in  fact  an- 
nex any  other  condition  calculated  to  insure  to 
the  public  his  services,  why  may  we  not  declare 
by  law  that  he  shall  not  hold  or  accept  a  civil 
office,  he  shall  forfeit  his  military  coinmand? 
The  public  welfare  is  tbe  basis  or  the  rules  for 
the  government  of  the  Armv  and  Navy ;  we  have 
a  right  to  prescribe  such  rules  as  the  public  good 
reouires,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  establish  such  as 
will  insure  to  us  the  services  of  our  military  offi- 
cers in  that  station  to  which  they  are  appointed. 
But  we  are  told  we  are  aboqt  to  remove  from 
office  a  civil  officer  by  law.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  read'  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  provides  for  the  removal  of  civil 
officers  by  impeachment.  This  law  is  not  to  ope- 
rate on  civit  but  on  military  officers ;  civil  officers, 
it  is  true,  are  removed  by  impeachment — military 
officers  by  such  forms  as  we  think  proper  to  pre- 
scribe by  law;  the  operation  of  this  law  will  be 
precisely  the  same  with  any  other  new  rule  pre- 
scribed for  the  government  of  the  Army  or  Navy. 
Suppose  we  were  to  pass  a  law  that  any  offieer 
found  drunk  after  the  1st  of  July  next  shall  for- 
feit his  office — his  having  been  drunk  before  would 
not. subject  him  to  the  penalty  of  the  law — but 
his  being  drunk  after  the  first  of  July  next  would 
deprive  him  of  his  office.  Apply  this  to  the  case 
of  a  civil  officer.  An  officer  of  the  Army  or 
Navy  having  accepted  a  ci^il  office,  or  holding  a 
civil  office,.does  not  at  present  vacate  his  military 
office;  the  reason  is  obviousr— there  is  no  law 
against  it.  If,  however,  after  the  first  of  July 
next,  he  accepts  or  continues  to  hold  a  civil  office, 
he  forfeits  his  military  command  under  the  new 
article  of  war  which  this  law  establishes.  The 
law  severs  the  two  offices,  declares  them  incom- 
patible with  each  other,  and  leaves  the  individual 
free  to  make  his  election.  As  to  the  general  prin- 
ciple that  the  civil  and  military  ought  to  be  s^ 
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ftrate  and  distinct,  I  ha^e  no  doobt.  If  the  prin- 
ciple is  correct^  the  law  ooght  to  extend  to  all 
cases,  not  only  such  as  may  hereafter  arise,  bat 
to  those  which  at  present  exist. 

Mr.  Stanford  supported,  and  Messrs.  Find* 
LET  and  Sloan  opposed  the  bill ;  when  the  ques* 
tion  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill — yeas  64,  nays  34.  as  follows  : 

TsAB — Willb  Alston,  Isaac  Andenon,  Barwell  Bas- 
sett,  George  M.  Bedtngier,  Silss  Betton,  John  Bli^e,  jr., 
Thomas  Blount,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casey,  John  Clai- 
borne, Chiistopher  Clark,  Joseph  Cli^,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  DawK>n,  Eliaa  Eaile,  Peter  Early,  James  ElhoC, 
Caleb  EUis,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  M. 
Oamect,  PeterMn  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  8eth  Hast* 
ings,  David  Hohnes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
Michael  Lieb,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland, 
Bobert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Nickolas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gor- 
don 8.  Mumford,  Thomss  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Clin, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randoph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas 
Bammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,.  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggaxt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Phomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Robert  WhitehOl,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexan- 
der Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — ^David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Bamabss  Bid- 
well  John  Chandler,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
CntU,  Ears  Darby,  BbencoEer'  Ehner,  WiUiam  Find- 
ley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg»  (saiah  L.  Green, 
James  KeUy*  William  McCreery,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugli,  John  Rea  of  Ten* 
nessee,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Ebeneser  Seaver, 
James.  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Heniy  Southard,  Joseph 
Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Philip  Van  Coitlandt,  KiUian 
K.  Yan  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Peleg  Wad»- 
worth,  John  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Mazmadnke 
Williams,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

PUBUG  DEBT. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference, appointed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  to  the  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts,  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of 
the  public  debt,  in  payment  for  lands  of  the  United 
States;  and  for  other  purposes  relative  to  the 
public  debt — made  a  report. 

The  House  took  up  this  report,  which  recom- 
mended to  the  House  the  receding  from  their 
amendment,  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  original 
bill  which  authorized  the  appoiotment  of  an  agent, 
with  power  to  make  purchases  of  the  public  debt 
by  open  purchase,  and  allowing  him  one  quarter  of 
one  per  cent,  on  all  purchases  made  by  him. 

A  short  debate  took  place  on  receding — Messrs. 
J.  Clay,  and  ClniNCT  supported;  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Smitb  opposed  receding--which  was  disagreed 
to—yeas  35,  nays  38. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  House 
resolred  to  insist  on  their  amendment. 


Satubdat,  April  12. 
Mr.  JosBPH  Clay,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meaaa,  to  whom  were  referred,  yesterdfty,  the 


amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  sopport  of  GoremnieBt,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad  six,  made 
a  report  thereon :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Hoase  do  agree  to  the  first 
of  the  said  amendments. 

ReMlved^  That  this  House  doth  disapee  to  all 
other  of  the  said  amendments,  and  desire  a  eoa» 
ference  with  the -Senate  on  the  sabjeetpinattcr 
thereof;  and  do  appoint  Mr.  Jobbph  Clay,  Mr. 
Mobbly,  and  Mr.  Robeb  Nelboit,  managers  at 
the  said  conferenc'e,  on  their  part. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  c^ 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  further  appropna- 
tion  towards  completing  the  sooth  wing  ol  the 
Capitol,  at  the  City  of  Washington.  The  biH 
was  reported  with  an  amendment  thereto ;  whteh 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gilbert  C.  Russell." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties.  The 
bill  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  00  Mon- 
day next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  /or 
carrying  into  effect  a  treatv  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians.  The  biU 
was  reported  with  several  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  sererally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

The  HouM  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  respecting  the  claims  to 
land  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  State  of  Ohio. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  several  ameodmeafs 
thereto ;  which  were  severally  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

.  Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  oa 
Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  provision  to- 
wards completing  the  south  wing  of  the  CapitoL 
at  the.  City  of  Washington,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  00  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  cei^ 
tain  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  Ter* 
ritory. 

The  bill  suspends  the  sale  of  lands  on  which  in«- 
stalmems  are  due,  until  the  first  of  October  next. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  Lyon  to  extend  the  time  till 
February  the  first,  was  lost. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with- 
out  amendment,  which  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed    yeas  66. 
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COURTS  or  RECORD. 

A  bill  prescribiog  the  efibct  in  each  State,  of 
the  records  of  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  courts 
of  records  of  every  other  ^tate^  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Messrs.  Kelly  and  Rhea  of  Tennessee  oppose^ 
its  passage;  when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
bill  passed — yeas  67,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

YsAs«*Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alfton,  jun.,  kaac 
Anderson,  Jb^ieph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Barnabas 
Bidwell,  Rob«rt  Brown,  William  Butler,  Levi  Casev, 
John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
John  Davenport,  jun^i  John  Dawaon,  Elias  Earle,  Peter 
Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUis,  William  Ely,  William 
Find^ey,  James  Fiski  James  M.  Garnett,  Peterson 
Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  S^th  Hastings, 
David  Hough,  Thomas  Kenan,  IMichael  Leib,,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Duncan  McFarIand»  Patrick  Magrudef, 
Robwrt  Mwi^n,  William  McCraery,  Nicholas  R..  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Onr- 
don  8.  Mumfitfd,  Roger  Nelson/Gideon  Oiin,Timod&j 
Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jacob 
Richards,  Peter  SaiUy,  ^Ebcnexer  8eaver,  James  Sloan, 
Jfobn  Cotton  Sdiitfa,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southai^, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Benjamin  TaQBEiadge,  fihsitaiiel  Ten- 
nej,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W. 
ThompsoUt'UriTraoy,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  John  Whitehill,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Bettom  Matthew 
Clay,  Samnel  W,  Dan%  Ezra  Dari^,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Andrew  Gregg,  James  Kelly,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Thomas  8andfi>rd,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Taggart,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,' 
and  Alexander  Wilson. 

PROTECTION  OF  MERCHANT  VESSELS. 
The  House  went  intoa  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  concerning  the«  further  safeguard  of 
merchant  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United 
State?.  The  first-section  of  the  bill  was  read  as 
follows : 

Be  it  enaetedf  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  R^e* 
senfativee  of  the  tfnited  States  of  America,  in  Von- 
gres9  assembled.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  whenever  he  shaH  deem  It 
-  expedient,  to  prohibit  the  exercise  of  hoatilities  .against 
merchant  vessels  in  any  of  the  roads,  or  places  of  an- 
chorage, near  the  ports  and  harbors  of  tike  United  States, 
and  also  in  any  of  the  tracts  of  sea  within  the  principal 
headlands  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  Statee;  and  to  re- 
quire all  ibreign  annad  ships,  or  vesseb  of  whatever  d»- 
■eripCioB,  to  abstara  firem  seizing,  annoying,  or  moiety 
ing,  any  merchant  veasda,  within  any  of  the  spaeas 
and  psecincts  alcvesaid* 

Mr.  Cr  owNiN9Bf ELD  moved  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion by  extending  the  contemplate  protection  to 
'^American  citizens  or  other  persons/' 

Mr.  Dana  jconsidered  the  amendment  superfiu- 
ous,  as  the  section  provided  against  molesting  mer- 
chant vessels;  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  im- 
pressment of  seamen  would  be  a  molestation.    * 

Mr.  CttowNiNSHiELD  held  a  difiBerent  opinion  ias 
to  the  construction  of  the  section — which  onlypro- 
Tided  against  molestiDg  merchant  iesseis.    -* 


Mr.  Blt  expressed  himself  of  the  same  opinion 
with  Mr.  Dana. 

After  some  further  conrersation,  Mr.  Grow7«in« 
SHIELD  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  submitted 
it  under  a  new  modification;  in  whieb  shape  it 
was  disagreed  to,  under  the  idea  that  it  was  su- 
perfluous. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jaokbon,  the  section  was  so 
amended,  as  to  apply  the  provision  to  all  vessels 
whatever. 

After  some  other  amendments,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  bill  as  amended  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  ordered  toa  third  reading  on  iSlonday. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS, 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  aopport 
of  the  Navy  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  J^C.  Smith  moved  to  reeommit  it,  for.  the 
porpoae  of  resto^ng  the  provision  for  completing 
the  mhnne  barvaoks  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
the  amount  of  expense  attending  which,  he  un- 
derstood,  had -been  already  partly  expended. 

Mr.  CoNHAO  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  re*- 
committed,  as  he  believed  the  provision  ironecee* 
sary,  and  as  it  had  been  struck  ont  by  a  hurge  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  said,  he  presumed  if  the  ex? 
pense  had  been  already  incurred,  the  House  would 
not  object  to  providing  for  it. 

Mr.  QuiNOY  said,  he  had  received  like  informa*- 
tion.  He  had  not  conversed  with  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  sub* 
ject,  but  he  had  with  other  members  of  the  oom<- 
mittee,  and  had  found  them  all  of  opinion  that 
this  item  ought  to  be  restored.  He  understood 
that  a  part  of  the  sum  had  been  already  expended. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  having  ob- 
tained— yeas  Si-^the  House  went  into  a  Commit 
tee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  J.  C.  Smith  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  Ci.AT  observed,  that  since  the  (lonse  had 
agreed  to  strike  out  the'  provision  for  completing 
the  barracks,  he  had  understood  that  more  money 
bad  been  applied  to  this  purpose  than  had  been 
anprojmftted,  and  that  it  had  been  drawn  from 
tne  private  funds  of  one  of  the  officers,  under  an 
understanding  with  the  Head  of  the  Department. 
He,  therefore,  moved  to  restore  the  item  ^  f<Mr 
completing  the  marine  barracks  at  the  City  of 
Washington,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  should  not  make 
any  objection  to  this  motion.  He  wonld  only 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  regard  they 
had  heretofore  manifested  to  specific  appropria* 
tlons,  under  the  hope^that  something  would  be 
done  to  cicoiimscribe  contingencies'.  He  believed 
that  this  particular  sum  had  been  expended  much 
to  the  interest  of  the  eonntry. 

Mr.  Leib  said,  he  was  not  very  fond  of  making 
appropriations  in  this  way — for  particular  officers 
to  run  into  tinauthorized  expenditures,  and  then 
to  call  on  Congress  to  make  eooi  the  deficiency. 
Is  this  a  provision  for  completing  the  house  for 
the  commandant  ?  Is  that  tire  marine  barracks  ? 
If  not,  then  under  what  appropriation  is  it  made? 
Is  it  under  that  of  contingencies?  Look  at  the 
buildings  at  the  navy  yard }  k  all  this  expense  in- 
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curred  oat  of  the  contingent  fund  7  If  it  is  not, 
it  is  not  authorized  by  law.  Mr.  L.  said,  he  did 
not  know  that  he  should  make  any  objection  to 
this  item ;  but  he  thought  it  full  time  to  check 
this  loose  mode  of  procedure. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said,  he  did  not  understand  the 
force  of  the  reasoning  of  the  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania.  Both  had 
made  a  great  show  of  liberality,  by  saying  they 
would  not  oppose  this  particular  appropriation, 
at  the  same  that  they  condemned  the  course  of 
proceeding,  and  represented  the  country  as  cry- 
ing aloud  at  this  kind  of  expenditure,  beTore  an 
appropriation  was  made  to  cover  it.  He  believed, 
however,  that  it  was  almost  next  to  impossible 
that  the  money  should  be  misapplied.  The  esti- 
mates were  made^  the  money  appropriated ;  and 
when,  in  the  application  of  it,  either  from  the  rise 
of  materials,  -or  other  unezpected  circumstances, 
they  found  a  particular  object  unfinished,  was 
it  right  to  suffer  it  to  be  exposed  t6  the  weather, 
and  not  done  for  the  want  af  a  few  thousand 
dollars ;  and  like  a  young  spendthrift,  only  half 
build  his  house,  and  let  it  fall  in  ruins  ?  Mr.  N. 
said,  he  should  rather  suppose  the  gentleman  de- 
served credit  for  asking  a  less  sum  than,  was  ne- 
cessary, and  trusting  to  the  honor  of  Congress  to 
supply  any  deficiency  that  might  arise. 

It  had  been  inquired,  if  the  expnense  of  this  build- 
ing was  not  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  7  Mr. 
N.  said,  he  did  not  know  bow  this  was ;  but  he 
did  know  that  a  great  part  of  the  work  had  been 
done  by  the  soldiery ;  and  for  that  he  thoQght  tbie 
officer  deserved  the  apf>laU8e  of  the  House  and 
the  public,  instead  of  their  censure. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  had  not  dropt  any 
such  expression  as  had  been  intimated.  He  had 
felt  no  censure ;  he  had  expressed  none.  If  he 
had  expressed  any  opinion  of  this  officer,  it  was 
that  this  sum  had  been  economically  expended. 
He  observed  that  much  noise  had  been  hereto- 
fore made  about  expenses  incurred  before  ^an  ap- 
propriation  for  them  i  and  he  was  much  mista- 
ken if  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  N«l- 
son)  had  not  assisted  \n  making  it. 

Air.  Dana  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  this  appro-^ 
priation.  But  he  believed  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  correct  in  saying  that  much 
noise  had  heretofore  been  made  about  adhering 
to  specific  appropriations.  He  had,  however,  never 
had  much  laitb  m  this  doctrine.  And  as  to  the 
Navy,  especially,  he  believed  the  thing  was  unat- 
tainable; and  less  money  was  required  for  gen- 
eral than  for  specific  appropriations.  He  believ- 
ed, however^  that  there  need  not  be  much  talk  on 
this  appropriation^  when  they  had  recently  made 
an  appropriation  of  two  millions  of  dollars  with- 
out any  specification  of  the  object. 

The  question  was  then  .put^  and  the  motion  of 
Mr.  J.  Clay  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  wished  so  to 
modify  that  part  of  the  bill  which  appropriated 
four  hundred  and  eleven  thpusand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  '^  for  repair  of  vessels,  store  rent, 
pay  of  armorers,  freight,  and  other  contingent  ex- 
penses," as  to.separate  the  itemsi  to  give  the  De- 


partment all  it  asked,  but  fix  a  particular  sum.  to 
each  item.  He  held,  he  said,  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  in  his  hand,  and  if  he  was  dis- 
posed to  be  ill-natured,  he  could  make  a  handle 
of  it.  But  his  opposition  was  to  the  system,  not 
to  the  man;  for,  if  he  was  correctly  informed^ the 
motives  on  which  the  gentleman  went  into  office 
were  honorable  to  him.  To  gain  his  object  he 
would  move  to  strike  out  this  provision. 

Mr.  Conrad  opposed  the  motion,  and  remarked 
that  the  expenditure  under  one  item  might  fail 
short  of  the  sum  appropriated,  which  would  require 
that  the  deficiency  snould  be  made  up  from  the 
surplus  of  another. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  this  amendment  was  warranted 
by  the  former  usage  of  the  House,  and  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates.  At 
the  first  session  of  the  seventh  Congress  the  Pres- 
ident had  observed  that — 

« In  our  cuT^ftoOf  of  the  public  contribati<»ii  cntnirtod 
to  our  direction,  it  would  he  prudent  to  moltipty  buiien 
against  their  dissipation,  by  appropriating  specific  ami 
to  every  specific  purpose  susceptible  of  definition ;  by 
disallowing  all  apptications  of  money,  varying  /ran  the 
appropriation  in  object,  or  transcending  it  in  amount,  bj 
reducing  the  undefined  field  of  oootingendei,  and  there- 
by circumscribing  discretionary  powen  aver  maagj" 

This  opinion  had  been  given  five  years  ago; 
and  they  might  now  infer  that  it  had  been  found 
that  it  could  not  be  carried  into  effect,  as  lo  the 
military  or  naval  service.  Mr.  J),  said,  he  coa- 
sidered  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  as 
bringing  up  this  question  directly  before  the  House: 
Will  vou  adhere  to  specific  appropriations,  or  will 
you  abandon  them  7  Mr.  D.  said,  he  had  never 
been  in  favor  of  them  In  relation  to  the  Navy  or 
Army. 

Mr.  R.  Nelson  said  that,  like  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  he  had  been  very  early  in 
favor  of  specific  appropriations.     The  message 
which  had  been  read,  was  founded  In  good  sense, 
and  met  his  approbation ;  but  it  had  never  been 
intended  to  apply  the  recommendations  it  con- 
tained to  such  a  case  as  this ;  and  it  was  totally 
impossible  to  make  the  navy  efficient  if  such  a 
specification  were  to  be  made.    Did  the  geot/e- 
man  know  how  the  accounts  of  the  public  res^els 
at  a  distance  were  kept  1    He  had  gained  some 
information  on  this  point  from  navy  men.    The 
vessels  in  the  Mediterranean  were  exposed  to  ra- 
rious  expenses.    The  captain  drew  a  bill  oa  the 
navy  agent  in  London,  or.  at  some  other  place. 
This  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who 
did  not  know  for  what  the  amount  had  been  ex- 
pended, till  the  vessel  returned  to  the  United 
States,  when  the  account  was  setded.     So  that  ic 
was  impossible  for  them,  sitting  here  in  Wash- 
ington, to  tell  for  what  the  amounts  of  these  bills 
had  been  expended.    If  they  appropriated  specifr- 
cally  for  every  object  of  expenditure,  the  oTer 
sum  for  each  object  must  lie,  although  wanted 
for  another  object,  for  which  a  sufficient  sum  had 
not  been  appropriated.    Thus  much,  required  to 
be  done,    must  remain  undone;   for,  although 
money  enough  might  have  been  appropriated,  it 
could  not  be  got  at  .for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
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was  wanted.    This  result  would  be  inevitable. 

,  Besides,  in  military* affiiirs,  it  was  impossible  to 
calculate  with  precision.  Ten  thousand  things 
migbt  arise  which  could  not  be  anticipated  by 
any  human  wisdom.  It  followed  that,  although 
an  adherence  to  specific  appropriations  was  highly 
desirable  in  all  cases  where  it  was  practicable,  as 

^  in  meetinff  civil  expenses,  yet  that,  for  militiiry 

!  purposes,  tney  must  necessarily  go  on  in  the  old 
way. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  nrotion  of 

'^  Mr.  I>.  R.  Williams,  which  was  disagreed  to — 
yeas  32,  nays  51 — when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
repNorted  the  bill,  which  was  passed  without,  a  di- 
risioQ. 

[The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  alluded  to  in  the  above.]    • 

Natt  Dxpabtmxitt,  April  U,  1806. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid, 
before  them,  paper  A,  which  specifies  tfie  several  sums  of 
money,  respectively,  wanted  for  repairs  of  vessds,  for 
store  rent,  for  pay  of  armorers,  for  freight,  and  for  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Nayy  for  the  year  1806. 

The  estimate  for  repairs,  as  well  as  for  the^ther 
items  in  this  statement,  is  obviously  altogether  conjec- 
tural. Universal  experience  has  ascertained  that  prac- 
tical men,  however  conversant  in  naval  architecture^ 
can  form  no  precise  opinion  from  any  previous  survey 
of  a  ahio  requiring  repur  of  consequence,  as  to  the  ex- 
tent and  coat  of  such,  repair.  The  sum  stated  as  ne- 
cessary may  not,  and  I  hope  will  not,  btf  wanted.  In 
such  case,  it  of  couiee  will  not  be  expended^  But  I 
have  deemed  it  expedient  to  estimate  for  the  largest 
sum  that  I  have  reason  -to  apprehend,  in  any  state  of 
things,  may  be  required.  This  I  have  done  as  a  meas- 
ure of  precaution,  and  under  an  impression  that,  at  all 
times,  and  especially  at  a  crisis  like  the  present,  all  the 
firigates  and  otiier  vessels  of  the  Navy  ought  to  be  com- 
pletely prepared  for  service  at  any  moment  Govern- 
meht  may  have  occasion  for  them. 

I  am,  respectfrdly,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  SMITH. 

Hon.  Natbavibl  Macob. 

Estimate  of  ike  sums  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for 
r^airs  ofyesselsy  storerent^pay  of  armorers,  fre^ht^ 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Navy^fbr  the  vear 
1606,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolttiion  of  the 
House  oj  Representatives  of  the  lOM  April,  1806  .* 
For  repairs  of  vessels — ^This  item  comprises  the  ex- 
pense of  procuring  the  necessary  timber,  masts,  yards, 
copper^  iron,  anchors,  cables,  standing  $nd  running 
rigging,  canvass,  dec,  the  making  and  repairing  the  ne- 
cessary boats  of  a  ship,  water  casks,  Ac,  and  the  pro- 
fessional and  manual  labor,  required  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing,  and  keeping  in  repair,  all  the  vessels  of  what- 
ever deacription,  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United 
,        Statee  -        -        -        -     -  -        -        -   303,880 

For  store  rent,  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  elsewhere,        ...       3,600 
\        For  pay  of 'armorers    •*        -        -        -        -  650 

For  fireight^-Tbis  item  comprises  the  expense 

I  of  traneporting,  in  the  United  States,  and 

from  the  United  States  to  the  Mediterrane- 

I  an^  timber,  masts,  yards,  plank,  oordsge, 


canvain,  powder,  ball,  beef,  pork,  flour,  bread, 
spirits,  molasses,,  peas,  suet,  butter,  and  ev- 
ery other  description  of  articles  required,- 
either  for  the  repairs  of  vessels,  or  the  main- 
tenancy  of  the  crews  of  vessels  ...  60,000 
For  Contingent  expenses — ^This  item  com- 
pirJses  commissions  .to  agents  in  foreign 
countries  and  the  United  States,  officers' 
travelling  expenses,  the  expense  of  nauti- 
cal instruments,  chests,  books,  models,  draw- 
ings, signals,  lanterns,  lamps,  oil,  fuel,  can- 
dles, hammocks,  trumpets^  glsss,  dstems, 
cans,  mess  kids,  buckets,  axes,  gridirons, 
tea  kettles;  shovels,  tongi,  charcoal,  sul]Aur, 
saltpetre,  fire  engines,  bread  bags,  and  an 
infiinite  variety  of  other  such  articles  -        •     45,000 

#412450 


Monday,  April  14* 

An  engrossed  bill  respecting  claims  to  land  in 
the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  certain  Inaian  treaties  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  eighth  instant,  fixing  a  day  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  tw6  Houses  of  Congress, 
with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  agreed 
to  the  conference  desired  by  this  House  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  amendments  depending  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  to  (he  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ment  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,"  and  have  appointed  managers^  on  their  part. 
The  Senate  have  passed  the  bil^  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend? 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  the  resolucioa 
fixing  a  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress;  and  the  said  amendment 
being  to  strike  out  the  words  "Wednesday,  the 
sixteenth,"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  words 
^Monday,  the  twenty-first,"  was,  on  the  question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bv  tjie  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  communicating  information  in 
relation  to  our  affairs  with  Tunis.  The  Message 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.' 

PROTECTION  OF  MERCHANT  VESSELS. 

An  engrossed  bill  concemine  the  further  safe- 
guard of  merchant  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
United  Stales,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and  on 
the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  87,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Bai; 
ker,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John 
Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blunt,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey 
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John  Chandler*  John  Ciaibome,  Chiwiopher  Olark, 
Matthew  Clay,  John,Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Rich- 
ard .Cutts,  SajDuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Da- 
venport, jr.,  John  Dawflon,  fiUaa  Barle,  James  Elliot, 
£benezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppea,  Wil- 
liam  Findley,  James  Piak,  John  Fowler,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  .8ilas  Halsey,  John 
Hamilton,  8e^  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
James  KeUy,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Job.  Lewis, 
jr.,  Matthew  Lyqn,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion, 
Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Mdore, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  OUn,  •  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
^ohn  Pagh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jacob  Richards,  Jchn  Ros- 
^vell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Smmmons,  Thomas  Sand- 
Ibid,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
Mm  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph 
6tanta|^  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
nel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
land, Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer^  Joseph  B.  Vamum, 
Pekg  Wadsworth,  John  WhitehUI,  Robert  WhitehiU, 
Maimadttke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston* 

Nats — ^Peter  Early,  J<Am  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Abram  Trigg,  and  David  R. 
WiUUams. 

DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  was  about  to  enU  the 
attentioQ  of  the  House' to  a  subject  which  he 
should  not  have  probably  brought  into  view,  but 
for  the  chaoge  wrought  in  the  state  of  the  reve- 
nue, in  consequence  of  the  peace  with  Tripoli. 
Among  the  different  articles  from  which  moneys 
were  drawn,  there  was  none  so  heavily  burdened 
as  salt  'f  and  it  would  be  reeoUected  that  it  was  one 
of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  an  article,  the,  fre^ 
use  and  consumption  of  which  was  of  material 
importance  to  the  agriculture  of  the  country.  Two 
acts  had  been  passed  laying  a  duty  on  this  article. 
It  was  no  new  thing  to  wish — it  was,  indeed,  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  diminish,  if  not  to  take  off 
this  duty,  and  for  that  purpose^  he  submitted  the 
following  resolution : 

Rmfbioed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  in«o  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing so  much  of  any  act  as  lays  a  duty  on  nit ;  and  to 
report  such  provision  as  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  cal* 
coiated  to  meet  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  that  repeal. 

Mr.  Thomas  said-the^  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  of  which  the  gentleman  from  YiFginia 
(Mr.  J.  RAifooLPH)  who  has  'made  the  motion, 
was  and  still  is  Chairman,  Vere  instructed  by  this 
House  in  the  early  part  of  last  session,  on  a  motion 
which  he  had  the  honor  then  to  submit,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  duty  on  salt, 
and,  if  he  recollected  Ti^ht,  they  were  directed  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise;  but,  from  some  cause 
or  other,  to  him  unknown,  that  committee  had 
ne7er  y[et  made  any  report  on  that  subject  Cour- 
tesy might  indiic^  him  to  impute  this  neglect  to 
the  multiplicity  of  business  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  members  of  that  committee. 

He,  Mr.  T.^  always  considered  the  duty  on  this 
article  too  high,  and  falling  particularly  heavy 


on  the  agricultural  part  of  the  commiinitY.  U 
was  now,  and  always  had  been  his  wish,  to  reduce 
it  as  soon  as  our  revenue  would  peroiit,  if  ooosis- 
tent  with  the.  pro  visions  made  for  paying  off  oof 
national  debt,  and  meeting  the  other  exigencies  of 
Qovernment.  For  his  part,  he  was-at  a  Toas,  how- 
ever, to  discover  that  the  present  situation  of  our 
reTenue,  and  the  calls  on  GoTernment  for  ezpendp 
iture,  together  with  the  present  aspect  of  our  for- 
eign relations,  warranted  this  measure  more  now 
than  last  year.  It  was  true  that  the  war  with  the 
Barbary  Powers  up  the  Mediterranean  had  ceased, 
but  it  wa,^  also  true,  that  the  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  additional  duty  on  coods  paying  ad  valorem 
duties  has  likewise  ceased  with  the  peace  eondud- 
ed  with  Tripoli.  This  duty  was  laid  for  the  sup- 
port of,.and  was  more  than  adequate  to  the  expense 
of  that  war. 

He  repeated  that  he  was  in  favor  of  jeducing 
the  duty  on  salt  whenever  we  could  part  with  so 
much  of  our  revenue.  He  regretted,  however, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Yire^inia  (Mr.  Rah- 
dolph)  had  not  brought  this  subject  up  at  an  ear- 
lier period  of  the  session,  when  it  might  have 
been  in  our  power  to  have  examined  into  it,  and, 
if  found  practicable,  to  have  reduced  the  duty. 
But,  as  the  gentleman .  is  himself  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  and  has  it  in  hia  power  to  act  on 
it  immediately,  if  he  pleases,  be  hoped  he  (Mr. 
RAirnoLPfi)  would  obey  the  instrnctioaa  of  the 
House  when  predicated  on  his  own  moticn— al- 
though he  did  not.  when  instracted  by  a  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  nim,  Mr.  T. ;  and,  ther^ore,  he 
would  vote  for  the  resolotildn,  with  an  expectation 
that  we  shall  now,  at  hast,  have  a  report  on  the 
subject.  ^ 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  said  he  had  bot  two  or  three 
words  to  ofiefr'on  the  subject  of  the  motiou,  said 
to^have  been  ofifered  during  the  last  year,  on  this 
point.    He  had  a  distinct  recollection  of  such  a 
motion  having  been  offered,  and  he  also  recollect- 
ed that  he  had  told  the  mover  of  it  that  it  was 
not  then  possible  to  take  off  the  duty  upon  saJl^ 
inasmuch  as  they  had,  only  the  session  pncediag, 
been  compelled  to  raise  additional  revenue  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  Tripolitan  war.    He 
did  not  recollect  whether  the  resolution  had  beea 
agreed  to  by  the  House.    But.  it  would  be  recol- 
lected, that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  session. 
(he  most  active  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  almost  exclusively  engag- 
ed in  conduc^tiiig  an  impeachment  pending  bnore 
the  other  branch  of  thpjLegislature.    If  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  faiM  in  theit 
duty  to  make  a  report,  the  House  Would  perceive 
that  it  viras  on  one  of  those  trivial' motions  which 
had  been  made  under  circumstances  thai  did  not 
entitle  it  to  respect ',  for.  when  it  was  considered 
that  they  had  recently  been  obliged  to  resort  to 
new  taxes  for  carrying  on  an  existing  war,ii  coa\d 
not  have  been  expected  that  they  were  in  a  atoa- 
tion  to  dispense  with  old  ones.    The  reasoa  why 
this  resolution  had  not  been  brought  forward  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  Mr.  R.  said,  was 
most  obvious.    He  had  not  heard  of  the  eoocln- 
sion  of  peace  with  Tripoli  till  Saturday,  and  this 
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was,  therefore,  the  earliest  oceasidn  that  offered 
for  making  it. 

Mr.  Chandler  said  he  hoped  the  motion  wonld 
pveyail.    He  had  himself  eontemfdatad  making  a 
similar  motion. 
Mr.  Smilib  likewise  sopportcd  the  motion. 
Mr.  Alston  said  he  heartily  concurred  m  the 
propriety  of  uking  off  the  duty  on  salt ;  bqt  he 
thought  the  House  ought  previously  to  know  what 
aquivaleot  could  be  brought  forward.    This  sub- 
leol  had  been  thought  of  before  this  proposition 
Lad  been  submitted  and  the  continuation  of  the 
doty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  had  been  con- 
sidered an  advisable  substitute.  But,  he  had  doubts 
of  Che  propriety  of  the  direction  proposed  to  be 
giren  to  this  business.    He  thouffbt  this  resolu- 
tion, together  with  that  offered  by  a  gentleman 
firom  Massachusetts,  should  go  l^and  in  hand  with 
each  other;  whether  they  went  to  the  Committee 
of  the  wh<^e  House,  or  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  w^s  immaterial  tahim.    That  if  one 
of  these  sources  of  rerenue  was  given  up,  the 
oth«r  should  be,  at  the  same  time,  substituted  in 
room  of  it.    He  said  he  did  not  know  in  what 
situation  the  resolution  ofibred  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  was,  which  he  wotild  wish  to 
know  before  he  voted^pn  this- resolution.  ' 

A  Member  observed  that  the  House  had  never 
agreed  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Thomas  said,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. appeared  to  have  forgotten  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  which  he  was  Chairman  were  instructed  to 
inquire.into  the  expediency  of  4-educing  thedaty  on 
salt,  in  the  early  part  of  the'last  session,  he  wished 
the  Glerk  to  rei^d  that  part  of  the  Journal.  The 
resolution,  he  said,  passed  about  the  first  day  of 
I>eoeniber. 

Mr.  J.  Ranuolph  said  he  certainly  did  not  deny 
the  existence  of  such  a  resolution.  He  had  only 
observed  that  he  did  not  recollect  having  received 
it  from  the  Clerk. 

The  Clerk  relid  the  resolution  offered  last  se8>- 
sioo  by  Mr.  Thomas,  on  the  7th  of  December, 
18049  vrhreh.was  such  As  he  had  stared^and  which 
appeared  to  have  received  the  sanction  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  AlstoA  thai  moved  that  the  resolution 

shoold  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

whiohy  after  a.  few  words  to  opfXMiUoi  by  Mr. 

,       LsiB,  was  djUagreed  to— yeas  2S^'^  when  the  oxigi- 

nai  motion  obtained  without  a  division. 

CHICKASAW  miHANB. 
T&e  bill  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
efiect  the  Treaty  between  the  yaited  States  and 
the  Chicikasaw  tribe  of  Indians  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Lyon  declajred  himielf  against  this  bill  on 
account  o£  the  provisions  contained,  in  the  thiid 
sectiooi  and  maved  a/  reeommitment  of  the  bill  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  which  was  dis- 
agreed to— yeas  dS. 
I  The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 

i      bill,  Mr.  domcT  objected  to  the  provisions  of  the 

third  section ;  which  are  as  follows: 
^  <<Sbc.  8.   And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  if  any 

9th  Con. — 33 


person  shall  mske,  or  attempt  to  make,  a  settlement  on 
any  of  the  l^ds  thus  ceded  by  the  Cherokeea  and 
ChickasBWs,  and  lying  witl^in  the  Mississippi  Tenito- 
ly ;  or  shall,  unless  authorized  so  to  do  by  the  Surveyor 
0^  the  Public  Lands  south  of  Tennessee,  survey,  or  9U 
tempt  to  survey  such  lands,  or  (Jeaignate  boundaries,  by 
maiking  trees,  or  otherwise,  such  o&nder  shall,  on 
conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  record  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  of  the  Territories  of  the^same,  faML 

a  sum  not  less  than  $ ,  nor  ezoeeding  $ >-,  and 

suffer  imprisonment   for  a  teim  not  less  than  — ~ 

months,  nor  exceeding years.    And  it  shall,  moie- 

over,  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Statss^ 
and  he  is  hereby  required-  to  employ  sooh  military  fianse 
as  he  may  Jmdge  necessary,  to  remove  ficom  the  said 
lands  any  peison  who  shall  ihake,  or  attempt  to>  make, 
any  settlement  as  aforesaid :  Promded,  That  notlunfl 
hwein  contained  shall  affect  pc^rsons  making  settle- 
ments  on  lands  purchased  from  the  United  States  in 
confoAnity  with  the  preceding  section  -of  this  act." 

Whereupon^  a  short  debate  easued^  in  whieb 
Messrs.  Q^uinct  and  LiroN.  opposed,  and  Measrs* 
J.  Rahdolpb,  J.  Clay,  and  Qreoo^  supported  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

The  fbnner  gentlemen  opposed  it  on  aocouoA 
of  the  preceding  provisions,  w&ich  they  oonsid* 
ered  as  calculated,  by  authorizinff  the  use  of  mil-* 
itary  force,  to  prevent  the  legal  adiustment,  hf 
judicial  decision,  of  claims  under  individuals  pre- 
teoding  to  have  good  trtles  to  a  part  of  the  country. 

The  latter  gentlemen  contended  that  the  power 
given  to  the  President  was  not  only  just  in  itaelf, 
but  absolutely  necessary,  to  prevent  an  intrusion  on 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  by  a  particular  de« 
scription  of  the  Yazoo  claimants,  who  were  renre^ 
seated  as  having  formed  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing an  extensive  settlement  on  them,  and  thus  ere- 
atmg  a  force  which  would  keep  possession  of  the 
country  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  the  Unite4 
States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  naya 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill— yeas  68,  nays  33,  aa 
follows : 

Tsjis-^Evan  Alexandor,  Willis  Abton,  junior,  Umfi 
Anderson,  Dwi  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M« 
Bedinger,  J<^n  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  William'BUtler,  Levi  Casey,  John  Claiborne, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph'  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Cl6pton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dawson, 
Elias  Sarle,  John  W.  Eppes,  James  Fiek,  James  M. 
€ramett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  SUas 
Kalsey,  John  Hamilton,  DavM  Holmes,  John  G.  Jack- 
son, John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewiiu  jr.,  F^l- 
nek  Magrader,  Robest  Mailon,  Jnaiah  Mastam,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  iioore,  Jeio* 
miah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdosi  8.  Mumfln^, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thonuw  Newtoa,  junior,  John  Pugh» 
J<dm  Randolph^  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob 
Riqhards,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandfbrd,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henr^ 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortland^  John  Whitehill, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Joseph  Barker,  John  Chandler,  Orchard 
Cook,  lUchaid  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  James  ^Uliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenexer  Elmer 
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William  Ely,  William  Findley,  Johh  Fowler,  Seth 
Hastings,  David  Hough,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jonathan  O. 
Moeely,  Jeremiah  Nelson/  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rusiell,  Martin  G. 
Bchuneman,  Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
min Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Tho- 
mas W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Joseph  B.  Yamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and 
Nathan  Williams. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  House  resolyed  itself  iRto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  ma  king  provision  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  whole  public  debt  of  the^United  Stales." 

Mr.  Varnum  considered  the  objects  contempla- 
ted by  this  bill  too  important,  and  the  subject  too 
abstruse,  to  be  likely,  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  command  that  attention  they  merited;  and 
therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise, 
with  a  view  to  postponing  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  the  next  session. 

Messrs.  Tallmadob  and  CIoinct  supported,  and 
M^rs.  J.  Clat  and  J.  Randolph  opposed  this 
motion,  which  was  disagreed  to — yeas  32,  nays  42 ; 
when  the  bill  was  considered  by  sections,  and  some 
vngress  made  in  it,  when  the  Committee  rose,  and 
had  leare  to  sit  again. 


TuEBDAT,  April  15. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  'Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  militia 
of  the  United  States:''  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendment. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act.  to 
extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  Ter- 
ritorial Courts,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  Senalte  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled'  "An  act 
for  the  reffUJation  of  the  times  of  holding  the 
Courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposea  by  the  Senate  to  the  bilV  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the 
Territorial  Courts:  Whereuponi 

Ruoived,  That  this  House  4o  agree  to  the  said 
amendments. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  regulation  of  the  times  of  holding  the 
Courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Joseph  Clat,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendments  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
o  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
or  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  one 


thou«uid  eight  hundred  and  six,"  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  arraoeement 
proposed  by  the  joint  committee  of  conterenee 
touchinjf  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
biU,  entitled  '^An  act  making  appropriations  foe 
the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six;"  they  recede  from 
their  fourth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  tenth,  and 
twelfth,  and  insist  on  their  fifth,  ninth,  eleventh, 
thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  amendmenu 
to  the  said  bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  said  mea- 
sage:  Whereupon, 

Revived,  That  this  House  do  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  insisied  oa  by 
the  Senate,  and  do  agree  to  the  amenilment  and 
modification  of  all  the  other  amendments  ^tsoapo&al 
by  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  treaty  concluded 
with  the  Piankeshaw  Indians,  for  extio^'shing 
their  claim  to  the  (pountry  between  the  WabasE 
and  Kaskaskia  cessions. 

The  Messaf^e  was  read^  and,  together  with  the 
treaty  transmitted  therewith,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation 
of  clerks,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  hiU  was 
reported  with  several  amendments. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  John  Kandolph,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  repealing  the 
acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force, 
for  a  furtheir  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bery Powers }"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ; 
which  was  Iread  and  laid -on  the  table: 

TaiASumr  DiPABmxvT,  Aprii  IS,  1806. 

8im :  In  answer  to  the  request  ecmtamed  m  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  8lk 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  stale,  that  «<iio 
application  has  been  made  to  draw  money  bam  Hm 
Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas  before  an  ap- 
propriation made  by  la^  for  that  purpose." 

The  circumstances  which  may  haTe  produocif  an 
impression  that  such  an  application  had  (beeo  aade^ 
bemg  unconnected  with  any  matter  pertaining  to  the 
duties  of  ^he  eflSce  of  Seeretaiy  of  the  Tressary,  are 
not  presmned  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  infornka- 
tion  reoeiTod  from  this  Department  by  the  Heeae. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  jo«r 
ohedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATITi. 
The  Hon.  the  SnAUtt  tf  the  Honwe  of 
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DEFENCE  OP  PORTS  AND  HARBOJIS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Che  Whole  on  the  bill  *'for  fortify ine  the  ports 
and  harbors  of /the  United  States,  and  for  baibiing 
ganboats." 
The  first  section  was  read,  as  follows: 
Sxc.  1.  That  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  $150,- 
000,  in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofbf e  appropriated, 
•hall  be,  and  the 'same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  canse  the  i^orts 
and  harbora  of  the  United  Btates  to  be  better  fortified 
and  protected. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McCreert.— Mr.  Chairman:  I  shall  not 
only  rote  against  striking  out  the  first  section  of 
this  bill,  but  mean  to  renew  the  motion  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Dawson,)  to  appropriate  $500,000 
for  the  buildinff  of  three  frig[atps. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  present 
unsettled  state  of  Europe,  the  great  and  crowing 
importance  of  our  commerce,  and  the  defenceless 
state  it  is  in,  can  any  man  think  of  lessening  the 
verv  small  protection  afforded  to  it  br  the  nation  1 
Will  our  constituents  not  be  shocked  at  the  small 
attention  that  is  paid  to  such  an  immense  property? 
Sir,  the  stake  is  too  great  to  be  trifled  with.    Ac- 
cording to  the  report  laid  pn^ou'r  tiible  a  few  days 
ago  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  our  exports 
amounted  to  upwards  of  ninety-five  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  last  year,  but  as  they  commonly 
exceed  our  exports,  both  together  must  amount  to 
nearly  two  hundred  millions,  to  which  I  add,  for 
one  million  tons  of  shipping,  fifty  millions,  which 
flrives  an  active  property  of  near  two  hundred  and 
nftj  millions  of  dollars  belonffing  to  our  fellow- 
citizens;  the  greater  part  of  wnich  is  almost  con- 
stantly exposed  to  depredations. 

Now,  sir,  according  to  an  estimation  which  I 
have  made  of  fifteen  per  cent,  cain  on  pur  imports 
and  exports,  and  of  twenty  dollars  per  ton,  carried ' 
annually  by  our  shipping,  it  appears  that  our  mer- 
chants have  brought  more^ wealth  into  the  nation 
last  year,  than  i^D  our  native  produce  and  man- 
ufactures,  which  were  exported  the  same  year, 
amounted  to.  I  therefore  appeal  to  the  good  sense 
and  candor  of  this  House,  whether  it  is  consistent 
with  the  doty  we  owe  our  constituents  to  abandon 
such  an  interest. 

When  this  subject  of  our  carrying  trade,' as  it  is 
cdlled,  was  lately  before  the  House,  some  gentle- 
men gave  it  credit  for  about  $800,000.  which 
arose  fr6in  the  system  of  debentures.  Tne  same 
item  in  the  last  report  is,  I  believe,  stated  at  one 
million -aiid  a  half.  But  this,  sir,  in  comparison 
to  the  oth^r  immense*  advantag^es  of  our  trade.  I 
consider  as  mere  drippings  in  the  pan;  and  I  only 
mention  it  now  in  order  to  show  to  the  House  the 
manner  in  which  it  arises,  because  it  will  be  a 
-xrum^plete  refutation  of  all  those  little  insinuations 
and  gross  charges  lately  uttered  on  t^is  floor 
against  that  part  of  the  community. 

Agreeably  to  the  system  of  drawback,  all  goods 
imported,  which  pay  a  duty,  are  entitled  to  deben- 


ture on  being  re-exported,  provided  they  remain 
in  the  same  package,  and  are  not  altered.  There- 
fore, if  a  merchant  on  examining  his  goods,  which 
he  commonly  does,  is  tempted  to  dispose  of  a  piece 
of  linen,  a  pair  of  ffloves,  or  a  piece  of  ribbon,  he. 
loses  the  drawback  on  the  entire  package;  and, 
therefore,  because  he  will  not  take  a  fabe  oath, 
the  nation  gains  these  sums  of  money. 

IJknow,  sir,  that  custom-house  oaths  are  prover- 
bial in  Europe;  but  they  are  not  so  here  yet;  and 
I. think  it  wi/l  depend  on  this  House  that  they, 
never  shall.       -  ,^ 

Notwithstanding  the  present  great  extent  of  oar 
trade,  we  have  the  means  of  extending  it  much 
further  from  our  increased  circulating  medium ; 
and  this  will  certainly  take  place  should  Europe 
remain  in  its  present  situation.  It,  therefore,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  wisdom  in  this  House  to  afford 
to  our  commerce  the  necessary  protection  it  re- 
quires. So  much  wealth  pouring  in  will  soon 
lower  the  interest  of  money.  Banks  are  multi- 
plying, but  their  dividends  are  lessening  so  fast, 
that  these  riches  must  soon  be  applied  to  agricul- 
ture and  to  manufactures. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Williams  which  was  disagreed  to — ayes  20. 

Mr*  Masters  moved  a  new  section,  appropri- 
ating a  sum  not  exceeding  -^  dollars,  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the 
port  and  harbor  of  New  York  to  be  better  fortified 
«nd  protected. 

'Mr.  Smilib  opposed  the  motion,  under  the  im« 
pression  that  no  sum  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
give  would  accomplish  this  object. 

Various  motions  were  made  to  incorporate  in 
the  section  a  provision  for  fortifying  the  several 
ports  of  Charleston,  Norfolk,  New  Orleans,  Balti- 
more, and  Georgetown. 

Mr.  duiNCT. — Mr.  Chairman^  gentlemen  seem 
disposed  to  treat  this  subject  i  lightly,  and  to  in- 
dulge themselves  in  pleasantries  on  a  auestion 
very  serious  to  the  commercial  cities  kna  to  the 
interests  of  those  who  inhabit  them.  It  may  be 
sport  to  you.  gentlemen,  but  it  is  death  to  us. 
However  well  disposed  a  majority  of  this  House 
may  be  to  treat  this  bill -'ludicrously,  it  will  fill 
great  and  influential  portions  of  this  nation  with 
very  different  sentiments.  Men  who  have  all  that 
human  nature  holds  dear — friends,  fortunes,  and 
fkmilies — concentrated  in  one  single  spot  on  the 
iseacoast,  and  that  spot  exposed  every  moment  to 
be  plundered  and  desolated,  will  not  hlfghly  relish 
or  prize  at  an  extreme  value  the  wit  or  the  levity 
with  which  this  House  seems  inclined  to  treat 
the  dangers  which  threaten  them;  and  which  are 
sources  to  them  of  great  and  just  apprehensions* 
I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Chairman  merely  to  support  the 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
It  is  not  the  fortification  of  this  or  that  particular 
city  which  I  mean  to  advocate.  I  should  have 
preferred  a  general  appropriation,  leaving  it  to  the 
discretion  pf  the  Executive  to  apply  it  to  those 
ports  and  harbors  which  are  either  most  exposed 
or  most  important.  And  if  by  anything  that  shall 
occur  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  the  House 
shall  be  induced  to  change  what  at  present  seem 
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to  be  its  dispositioD,  I  hope  the  augmented  appro- 
priatioQ  will  be  made  in  that  form.  It  is  to  the 
general  duty  which  is  incumbent  upon  this  Le- 
gislature to  protect  the  commercia,l  cities,  that  I 
would  call  its  attention.  This  duty  is  so  plain 
aqd  imperious^  that,  in  my  opinion,  an-^awful 
weight  of  responsibility  rests  upon  this  House. 
Brer^r  class  and  collection  of  citizens  have  a  right 
to  claim  from  GoTemment  that  species  of  pi'otec- 
tion  which  their  situation  requires,  in  proportion 
to  their  exposure,  and  to  the  greatness  of  the  stake 
which  society  has  in  their  safety.  Our  obligation 
to  protect  the  commercial  cities  does  not  result 
from  t)ie  particular  exigency  which  at  present 
impends  over  our  nation;  but  from  the  nature  of 
those  cities.  The  duty  is  permanent,  and  ouffht 
to  be  fulfilled  by  a  permanent  system.  A  regular 
course  of  annual  appropriations  may  in  a  rery 
few  years  put  all  our  capital  cities  m  a  state  of 
reasoni^ble  security,  and  at  no  very  distant  period 
of  time,  without  any  additional  imposition  on  the 
people,  give  every  city  on  our  coast  an  adequate 
defence.  It  is  in  this  light  that  I  consider  the 
question  now  before  the  Committee  to  be  import- 
ant. Not  that  anv  sum  which  may  be  inserted 
will  be  immediately  sufficient  for  all  the  objects 
for  which  we  have  to  provide.  But  that  any  aug* 
mentation  of  the  appropriation  will  be  a  pledge 
to  the  nation  of  the  disposition  of  this  Hopse  to 
commence  a  system  of  defence  for'  our  cities. 
Any  evidence  of  which'will  give  just  satisfaction 
to  great  masses  of  your  citizens,  as  an  appearance 
of  a  want  of  it,  will  fill  theia  with  no  less  discon- 
tent and  dismay.  In  this  point  of  view  I  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Committee  to  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  importance  of  fortifications,  t^eir 
utility,  and  practicability; 

As  to  the  importance  of  the  objects  for  which 
we  ask  a  defence,  it  seems  to  me  either  liot  under- 
stood or  not  realized.  Almost  all  who  have  spoken 
upon  the  subject  have  dwelt  chiefly,  if  not  alto- 
gether, on  the  amount  of  reyenue  drawn  from  the 
commercial  cities ;  as  if  their  value  were  to  be 
appreciated,  or  our  duty  to  defend  them  measured, 
by  the  annual  product  they  yield.  This^  it  is  true, 
ipakes  a  natural  part  of  the  estimate  of  their  worth, 
but,  as  I  apprehend|  by  no  means  the  most  impor- 
tant Their  situation,  the  number  of  their  inhabi- 
tants, the  great  portion  of  the  active  and  fixed 
capital  of  society  which  they  contain,  are,  in  a 
national  view,  standards  much  more  just  ana  more 
elevated  by  which  to  ascertain  their  value  and  our 
obli|;ations.  I  ask,  sir,  what  is  the  amount  of  the. 
capital  of  this  nation  which  is  invested  in  the  sin- 
gle city  of  New  York'?  The  annual  plroduct^  it 
yields  to  our  revenue  is  three  millions  of  dollars. 
Now  suppose  the  average  of  import  duties  is  only 
ten  per  eenUad  valorem^  (a  sum  certainly  below 
the  real  average,)  the  annual  amount  of  capital 
deposited  in  imports,  is,  then,  thirty  millions  of 
dollars.  The  amount  of  value  in  exports  cannot 
be  estimated  at  less  than  twentv  millions.  If  to 
these  be  added  the  capital  of  its  oanks,  the  amount 
of  stock  always  on  hand,  and  that  of  its  shipping 
and  other  personal  property,  all  of  which  no  one 
can  rate  below  another  fifty  millions,  the  result  is, 


that  there  is  in  atinual  deposit,  within  the  city  of 
New  York  alone,  one  hundred  millions  of  the  ac- 
tive capital  of  this  nation  1    I  k|iow  how  far  this 
is  below  the  real  estimate,  but  I  state  this  sa« 
that  no  one  may  hesitate  to  admit  my  nosition. 
I  ask,  then,  what  is  it  worth  to  insure  tnia  awn 
against  the  risk  of  an  invasion,  not  on  caicolatiaas 
on  the  great  national  scale,  but  on  a  mere  insu- 
rance office  arithmetic?    I  nave  been  told  that  to 
insure  that  city  against  such  risk,  for  one  single 
year  of  war,  with  any  of  the  great  maritime  na« 
tions  of  Europe,  would  be  worth  five  pec  cent* 
That  IS,  the  insurance  for  a  single  year  of  wax 
would  repay  the  expense  of  fortifications^  even 
should  they  cost  five  millions  of  dollars.     But^ 
suppose  this  calculation  extravagant,  can  any  one 
doiibt  that  such  an  insurance  in  time  of  peace 
against  the  double  risk  of  war,  and  ot  attack  in 
case  of  war,  is  worth  one  half  per  cent?    JSrea 
at  this  piemiuip,  six  vears  of  insurance,  in  time  of 
peace,  would  repay  the  expenditure  of  three  mil- 
lions— a  sum  more  than  adequate  to  the  defence  of 
that  city.    In  making  this  statement  I  would  not 
be  understood  to  pretend  nor  to  pro{X>se  such  an 
appropriation ;  it  is  not  asked.    My  object  is  to  call 
gentlemen  to  consider  what  is  the  market  worth  of 
security,  and  that  they  may  not  deem  the  moneys 
they  apply  to  these  objects,  as  they  seem.  wiUing 
to  deem  them,  absolutely  thrown  away.     This 
great  mass  of  the  national  wealth,  thus  concen- 
trated on  the  banks  of  one  of  tlje  most  exposed 
harbors  in  the  world,  is  liable  to  the  insult  and 
depredation  of  the  most  despicable  force*    Two 
seventy-four-gun  ships  may  at  this  moment  /ay 
that  city  under  contribution  or  in  asbes,  altogether 
with  impunity.    They  might  make  it  the  interest 
of  the  inh'hbitants  of  that  city  tb  pay  an  amount 
equal  to  the  whole  annual  revenue  we  derive  from 
it.  rather  than  submit  to  the  hazard  and  miseries 
01  bombardment  and  conflagration.     For  in  such 
case  the  mere  destruction  oi*  property  is  but  an 
item  in  the  accounx  of  anticipated  misfortune. 
The  shock  to  credit  3  the  universal  stagnation  of 
business;  the  terror  spread  through  every  class, 
age,  and  sex;  the-  thousands  who  bave  no  refuge 
in  the  countrv,  but  must  take,  the  fate,  and  be 
buried  under  the  ruins  of  their  city — ^all  these  cir- 
qumstances  would  enter  into  a  consideratioB,  and 
make  the  pecuniary  sacrifice,  however  great,  ap- 
pear trifling  in  comparison. 
'    I  have  used  the  city  of  New  York  only  by  way 
of  example.    The  same  obser^atiods  are  anplica- 
ble  to  every  other  commercial  city  in  the  United 
States,  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude  and  the 
nature  of  its  situation.   Two  seventy-fours  might 
s^eep  the  coast  from  Savannah  to  Portland,  and 
levy  an  amount  equal  to  the  whole  annual  revenue 
of  the  .United  States.    It  would  be  better  for  any 
city  voluntarily  to  pay  a  contribution  equal  tp  its 
proportion  of  that  amount,  rather  than  to  take  the 
alternative  of  that  destruction  to  which,  on  refu- 
salf  it  would  be  obliged  to  submit    Is  such  a  state 
of  things  as  this  a  light  and  trifling  concern?   Are 
such  portions  of  the  wealth  of  the  community  to 
be  left  exposed  to  the  caprice  of  every  plunderer; 
and  are  propositions  to  protect  them  to  be  treated 


1033 


HISTORY  OF  OONORESS. 


1034 


April,  1806. 


Defence  qf  Porta  and  Harbors, 


H.  OP  R. 


with  contempt  or  with  ridicule?  Can  any  duty 
be  more  solemn  or  imperious  than  that  which  has 
for  its  object  a  rqitional  degree  ef  security  for 
those  points  in  the  United  States  which  are  be- 
yond all  others  exposed  to  hostile  attack,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  comprise  within  the  smallest 
possible  compass,  immense  masses  of  the  national 
Wealth  and  population? 

The  importance',  then,  of  the  objects  to  be  de- 
fended will  be  admitted.    Bat  the  utilit^r  of  forti- 
•cations  as  a  means  of  defence,  and  their  practi- 
•cability  in  certain  ports  and  harbors  are  denied. 
With  respect  to  the  general  utility  of  rortifications, 
i  ask  by  whom  it  is  denied?  by  men  interested  in 
that  species  of  defence?  by  the  inhabitants  of 
-cities  T  by  those,  the  necessity  of  whose  situation 
has  turned  their  attention  t6  the  nature  of  fortifi- 
cations and  their  efficacy?    No,  sir;  these,  men 
solicit  them.    They  are  anxious  for  jlothingr  so 
much.    They  tell  you  the  safety  of  all  they  hold 
dear,  their  wires,  their  children,  their  fortunes, 
and  lires,  are  staked  upon  your  decision.    They 
do  not  so  miich  ask  fortifications  as  a  favor;  they 
claim  them  as  a  riffht;  they  demand  them.    Who 
are  they,  then,  who  deny  their  utility?     Why, 
men,  from  the  interior  j^  men,  who  in  one  breath 
tell  yon  they  know  npthing  about  the  subject,  and 
ill  the  a^xt  pass  Judgment  agaiqst  the  adoption  of 
any  measures  of  defence.    It  Is  true,  shr,  to  men 
who  inhabit  the  White  Hills  of  New  Hampshire, 
or  the  Blue  Ridge  of  Virginia,  nothing  can  appear 
more  absolutely  useless  than  appropriations  for 
the  defence  of  th6  seacdast.    Ii>  tfiis,  as  in  all  other 
^ases,  men  reason  very  cooUv  and  philosophically, 
concerning  dangers  to  whicn  they  are  not  them- 
selvea  subject.    All  men,  for  the  most  part,  bear 
With   wonderful  composure  the  misfortunes  of 
other  people.    And,'ir  called  to  contribute  their 
relief,  they  are  sure  to  fi.nil  in  the  cold  suggestions 
of  economy,  enough  apolo|[ies  for  failure  m  their 
Bocidl  duties.    The  best  criterion  of  the  utility  of 
fortifications,  is  the  practice  and  experience  of 
other  nations.    Now,  1  ask.  was  there  6ver  a  na- 
tion which  did  not  defend  their  great  commercial 
deposits  bv  either  land  fortifications  or  sea  batte- 
ries ?     All  history  does  not  exhibit  sikch  an  in- 
stance.   Are  we  wiser,  then,  than  alf  other  nations? 
or  are  we  less  exposea  than  they?  are  we  alone  to 
escape  the  common  lot  of  humanity?  can  we  ex- 
pect to  be  rich  and  not  tempt  the  spirit  of  af  arice? 
to  be  defenceless  amid  armed  pirates,  and  in  no 
danger  of  robbery  or  insult?   I  ask  a^aib.  sir,  how 
is  the  inutility  of  fortifications  proved?    Suppose, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  it  should  be  admitted, 
which,  however,  I  deny,  that  they  cannot  be  eriect* 
ed  in  sufficient  force  to  defeat  very  great  arma- . 
tuents ;  yet  is  it  nothin^r  to  prevent  the  piratical 
attempts  of  single  ships?  Is  it'nothing  to  deter  an 
invader"?  nothing  even  to  delay  an  attack?    Is  it 
worth  nothing  to  have  the  cnance  of  crippling 
^n  assailant?     'ifhe  only  argument  I  have  heard 
urged  against  the  utility  of  fortifications,  is,  that 
the  wh6Le  coast  cannot  be  fortified,  so  that,  protect 
.as  strongly  as  you  will  particular  points,  the  in- 
vader will  land  sottiewbere  else.    Dir,  this  is  the 
^ery  object  of  fortMcaiions.  No  man  ever  thought 


of  building  a  Chinese  wall  along  : 
tions  of  our  shore,  from  St.  MaryTs 


all  the  indenta- 
^  s  unto  St.  Croii. 
The  true  object  of  fortifications  is  to  oblige  your 
enemies  to  land ;'  it  is  to  keep  them  at  arm's  length. 
If  they  cannot  reach  your  cities  with  their  batte- 
ries, and  would  attacK,  they  must  come  on  shor6. 
They  dre  then  only  a  land  force,  and  our  mitithi 
will  find  no  difficulty  in  giving  a  good  account  of 
them.  The  only  remaining  evidence  in  the  pos- 
session of  this  House,  against  the  utility  of  fortifi- 
cations, are  the  opinions  of  various  gentlemen, 
delivered  on  this  fioor;  and  that  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  as  stated  in  his  report.  As  to  the  former, 
'they  c^tainly  do. not  merit  a  serious  refutation, 
because  no  gentleman  who  has  spoken  has  pre- 
tended to  a  practical  or  even  theoretical  know- 
ledge of  the  subject;  but^  on  the  contrary^most^  if 
not  all,  of  them,  have  candidly  confesseo  their  ]j[- 
norance.  It  is  of  more  importance  to  consider  tfa^ 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  at  War.  That  part  of  his 
report  which  relates  to  the  harbor  of  Ne^  Yotk 
contains  his  general  opinion  against  the  practica- 
bility of  defending  such  an  harbor  by  land  batte- 
ries, and  two  facts  in  support  of  tlmt  opitiion. 
Now,'  as  to  the  general  opinion  of  the  Sfecretary", 
I  am  willing  to  allow  it  whatever  weij^ht  any 
gentleman  m^y  choose  to  attach  to  it;  Diit  cer- 
tainly it  ought  not  to  be  conclusive  in  an  affair  of 
such  immense  importance;  especially  ^hen  it  is 
contradicted  by' the  tenor  of  the  appiicadons  o)ii 
your  table^  ana  by  the  opinions  of  other  individu- 
als of  as  high  military  and  scientific  reputation  a^ 
the  Secretary.  Much  less  does  this^his  opinion, 
claim  from  us  implicit  confidence,  since^the  only 
two  ficts  he  has  chosen  to  adduce,  are  very  fa): 
from  being  a  sufficient  basisTfor  the  broad  opinioa 
he  has  bunt  on  them.  The  first  fact  is  one  whicli 
occurred  id  the  harbor  of  New  York,  ih  1776.  A 
British  ship  of  forty  guns  passed  the  batteries  Old 
the  Hudson,  under  circumstances  favorable  to  the 
effect  of  the  batteries,  and  sustained  a  iremendoUB 
cannonade,  without  being  sensibly  incommoded. 
AUowingr  this  fact  its  full  force^  it  can  weigh  but 
little  against  the  utility  or  practicability  offortifi- 
cations.  That  was  the  second  year  of  the  wat ; 
our  batteries  were  erected  on  sudden  emergency; 
our  artillerists  had  probably  little  experience. 

Will  it  be  ptetended  that  the  batteries  this  na- 
tion, in  its  present  state  of  affluence  and  experi- 
ence, can  erect,  will  tiot  exceed,  both  in  location 
and  power,  those  which  at  that  time  protected  the 
Hudson  ?  Besides,  to  draw  from  ft  particular  in- 
stance a  general  conclusion,  is  contrary  to  all  rules 
of  just  logic.  Various  circumstances,  Altogether 
accidental,  might  have  occutred  to  have  produced 
that  result,  which  mi^ht  never  occur  again.  If 
this  instance  be  a  good  argument  against  the  util- 
ity of  land  fortifications,  there  is  an  equally  stron|^ 
argument  in  the  history  of  our  devolution,  again^ 
the  fashionable  mode  of  defence  by  gunboats.  I 
take  the  fact  only  fVom  verbal  informfttion^  and  £f 
I  am  incorrect,  tnere  are  gentlemen  on  this  flooir 
who  can  set  me  right.  During  the  war,  a  British 
frigate  of  fony-four  guns,  called  the  Roebuck, 
took  ground  in  the  Delaware;  and  though  We  had 
gunboMs,  putntum  st^icit,  who  pelted  her  to  their 
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heart's  content  during  one  whole  tide,  she  received 
ao  manner  of  injury,  at.  least  none  oi  any  import- 
ance. If  I  have  this  fact  correctly,  it  is  just^  as 
strong  against  the  efficacy  of  gunboats,  as  th$it 
produced  by  the  Secretary  is  against  land  batte- 
ries. One  word  here  concerning  this  mode  of 
defence  Jby  ffunboats,  which  seems  to  concenti^te 
all  the  naval  affections  of  our  rulers,  and  to  have 
on  freight  all  their  military  hopes.  It  is  not  de^ 
nied  that  these  are  weapons  of  considerable  effect, 
or  that  in  certain  situations  they  are.  u$efiU«  or 
that  in  aid  of  other  and  heavier  batteries,  tney 
may  not  sometimes  be  importai)t.  It  is  only  when 
they  become  the  favorites,  to  the  total  exclusion 
of  more  powerful  mode^  of  defence,  and  draw 
away  to  the  less  power  appropriations  that  are 
wanting  for  the  greater,  that  the  ^system  which 
upholds  them  becomes  an  object  of  contempt' or 
of  dread.  Now-a-days^  sir,  put  what  vou  will  into 
the  crucible,  whether  it  be  seventy-tours,  or  frig- 
ates, or  land  batteries,  the  result  is  the  same;  after 
due  sweltering  in  the  legislative  furnace,  there 
comes  out  nothine  hut  gunboats.  I  ask,  if  oar 
cities  are  attacked  by  any*  maritime  nation,  will 
it  not  be  by  line^of- battle  ships?  And  who  ever 
heard  that  a  line  of-hattle  snip  was  defeated  by 
gunboats?  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  learned  in  these 
matters,  but  as  far  as  I  have  been, able  to  gain 
information,  it  is,  that  when  there  is  anything  of 
a  heavy  sea,  even  such  as  is  often  in  the  harbor 
of  New  York,  gunboats  are  of  very  little  efficacy. 
It  is  true,  in  case  of  a  calm,  if  they  can  get  their 
object  at  rest,  they  have  great  advantage;  that  is, 
if  you  can  get  the  bird  to  stand  still  until  you  can 
pnt  salt  upon  its  tail,  you  can  catch  the  bird.  But 
the  worst  of  it  is.  that  it  is  too  cunning  for  that. 
The  shipof-the^ine  chooses  its  awn  time  for  the 
attack,  and  will  always  select  that  which  is  least 
favorable  to  its  adversary. 

But,  to  return  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  at 
War.  .  The  next  fact  it  states  is  the  battle  of  Co- 
penhagen. Now,  if  this  be  admitted  merely  as  an 
evidence  of  a  particular  instance  of  the  inefficacy 
of  land  batteries,  I  do  not  think  it  important 
enough  to  take  the  time  to  examine.  The  true 
question  is  not  whether  New  York  can  be  defend- 
ed in  a  particular  way,  hut  whether  it  is  capable 
of  defence  at  all,  by  coqibiningJand  with  floating 
batteries  ?  In.this  point  of  view,  the  instance  ad- 
duced by  the  Secretary  is,  perhaps,  the  most  mem- 
orable on  record,  and  the  one,  of  all  others,  in 
which  those  who  advocate  a  defence  of  our  com- 
mercial cities,  ought  to  exult  as  in  an  incontro- 
vertible evidence  of  the  truth,  of  their  system. 
What  whs  the  fact  ?  >One  of  the  best  appointe^d 
naval  armaments  of  the  most  powerful  maritime 
nation  in  the  world,  under  her  most  favored  and 
fortunate  commander,  was  sent  to  attack  Copen- 
hagen. The  Danes  were  taken  by  surprise.  Ev- 
erything, apparently,  was  in  favor  of  the  assailant 
and  agamst  those  who  acted  on  the  defensive.  To 
fifteen  line-of-battle  ships,  the  Danes  had  nothing 
to  oppose  but  their  land  and  harbor  batteries,  for- 
tifications, and  block  ships.  And  what  was  the 
result  ?  Why  that,  after  a  most  bloody  and  well- 
contested  battle,  the  British  first  askeid  a  Uuce. 


To  this  day  the  Danes  claim  the  victory.    OUett 
Fischer,  the  Danish  commander,  in  his  official 
statement  of  the  battle,  declares  that,  before  the 
flag  of  truce  was  offered,  two  of  the  British  ships- 
of-the-line  had  struck  their  oolors,  and  that,  for 
some  time,  their  whole  force  was  so  weakened 
that  it  fired  only  single  gims.    Intelligent  Euro- 
peans assert,  and  even  candid  Englishmen  wiH 
allow  thatj  if  ever  Nelson  was  beaten,  it  was  oa 
that  occasion.    But,  suppose  all  this  to  be  erro- 
neous.- Suppose  that  Nelson  obtained  a  real  vic- 
tory— does  It  thence  result  that  the  fortifications 
and  block  ships  with  which  Copenhagen  was  de- 
fended were  useless?    By  no  means.    Still  that 
battle  is  an  illustrious  and  irrefragable  instance  of 
their  utility.  .  It  is  a  fact  on  record,  worth  a  mil- 
lion theories  in  fayor  of  the  efficacy  of  a  harbor 
defence  against  a  maritrme  force.    Sir,  the  end 
for  which  those  batteries  was  erected  is  afta/ned. 
Copenhagen    is  defended.     The   storm   which 
would  have  desolated  the  city  has  spent  its  force 
on  the  artificial  shield.    Let  gentlemen  calculate 
the  probable  cost  of  those  biltteries ;  and  suppose 
by  expending^  a  similar  sum  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  that  city  might'  be  defended  as  Copenha- 
gen was,  and  from  a  like  dangei^ — is  there  a  man 
that.can  Ijesitate  as  to  the  wisdom  of  such  an  ex- 
penditure ?    Sir,  the  city  of-  Copenhagen,  on  that 
day,  was  preserved  from  a  devastation,  whicli  the 
cost  of  twenty  such  batteries  would  not  hare  re- 
paired.   I  conclude,  then^  that  our  commercial 
cities  can  be  defended.    Land  batteries  combined 
with  harbor  batteries  are  equal  to  the  objecL   To 
this  question  of  practicability,  concerning  which 
so  much  is  said,  I  humbly  conceive  this  is  not  the 
place  where  it  ought  to  be  decided,  it  belongs  to 
the  Executive';  that  is  the  proper  department  to 
examine  it.    Our  duty  is  to  maJce  the  appropria- 
tions ;  to  show,  at  least,  a  disposition  to  defend. 
If  New  York  cannot  be  defended,  is  it  the  same 
case  with  Charleston.  Savannah,    or  Norfolk? 
Shall  we  leave  -the  wnole  defenceless,  beeaose  a 
particular  part  is  vulnerable  ?    Sir,  let  us  confess 
the  truth, ,  The  limit  of  our  power  to  defend  in 
not  in  the' nature  of  the  cities,  but  in  oar  disposi- 
tion to  appropriate;  not  in  the  ineflScacy  of  land 
or  harbor  batteries,  but  in  our  insensibiuty  to  the 
danger  of  the  commercial  cities  and  unwilling- 
ness to  make  the  pecuniary  sacrifices  their  pro- 
tection requires.    On  all  sides  we  are  met  with 
the  objection,  "where  are  the  means?''    ''How 
is  the  public  debt  to  be  discharged,  if  we  incar 
such  an  expense  ?'*    Mr.  Chairman,  none  of  these 
difficulties  are  insurmountable  when  Southern 
land  is  to  be  purchased,  or  when  our  new  territo- 
ries on  the  Missouri  and  Red  river  are  to  be  ex- 
plored, or  when  Indian  .titles  in  the  Western 
country  are  to  be  extinguished.    We  have  paid 
within  these  two  Vears  fifteen  millions  of  dollars 
for  Louisiana,  andifave  sent  off  two  millions  more 
to  purchase  the  Floridas.    I  ask,  on  what  princi- 
ple can  either  of  these  purchases  be  made  palata- 
ble to  the  people  of  the  United  States?    Do  thej 
want  more  land,  or  wider  dominions^    On  either 
of  these  considerations,  would^they  for  one  mo- 
ment have  submitted  to  either  purchase  ?    It  was 
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because  the  possession  of  the  Mississippi  thfoagh 
its  whole  course  was  essential  to  the  security  and 
happiness  of  our  brethren  beyond  the  mountains, 
that  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  was  sanctioned  by 
public  opinion ;  and  if  ever  that  of  the  Floridas  re- 
ceive the  acquiescence  of  the  people,  it  will  only 
be  from,  the  conviction  that  the  possession  of  those 
countries  is  necessary  for  the  tranquillity  of  pur 
southern  frontier.    Ail  this  we  have  dome  for  the 
security  of  the  South  and  West.  We  now  ask  for 
reciprocity ;  grant  us  something  for  tJie  security 
of  the  North  and 'East.    Let  not  the  people  see 
that  all  the  incomes  proceed  from  one  quarter  of 
the  Union,  and  all  'the  expenditures  are  made  in 
another.    Let  them  no&  learn,  from  experience, 
thfit  the  ball  of  favoritism,  and  that  of  empire,,  is 
trayelling  south  and  west.    I  ask,  what  are  the 
Floridas,  or  what  is  Louisiana,  in  companson  with 
the  sioffle  city  of  New  York  1    This  city  alone 
is  worth  forty  Louisianas.    Yet,  when  Louisiana 
was  purchased,  did  the  increase  of  the  public 
debt  prevent  the  bargain?    Or,  of  late,  wbs  the 
question  of  ''means"  an  obstacle  to  jthe  appropria- 
tion for-  the  Fbridas  ?    The  seventeen  millions  of 
dollars  thus .  expended  for  the  security  of  the 
South,  would  have  put  every  commercial  city  of 
the  United  States  into  a  complete  state  of  defence. 
I  do  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  introduce  tb6  purchase 
of  Louisiai^t  and  the  Floridas  in  this  connexion 
lightly,  or  without  antecedent  reflection.  T would 
bold  up  to  this  House  a  mirror,  in  .which  it  may 
eoBtem plate  itself,  and'  see  its  own  features.   It  is 
impossible  not  tQ  reipark  that  the  sympathies  of 
the  majority  of  this  Legislature  do  not  (extend  to 
theseacoast.    Bat,  whatever  wHl  meliorate  the 
condition  of 'the  interior,  excites  all  its  sensibilities 
and  awakens  all  its  anxieties..    Look,  at  this  mo- 
ment^ on  your  table ;  there  are  no. less  than  four, 
I  believe  five  Indian  treaties,  which  have  been 
ratified  the  present  session,  the  appropriations  for 
-which,  occasion  noalatm  about  the  public  faith  or 
the  public  purse.    It  i»  worth  our  while  to  notice 
the  particulars: 

By  these  treaties  the  United  States  agree  to 

pay  first,  cash  dowti        ....  $37,600 

Next,  the  following  annuities : 

$1^00  for  ten  years        -        -        .  16»000 

12,000  for  eight  yean     -        -        -  96,000 

1 1,000  for  ten  years        •        -        -  1 10,000 


259,600 


In  addition  to  which,  we  are  to  pay  other  annuities, 
amounting  to  $4,000  forever.  These  last  cannot  be 
estimated  at  less  in  aay  market  than  $60,000,  but 
whkh  I  rate  only  at        -        -        .-      .    $40,400 

259|a00 


300,000 
which,  our  appropriations  for  the  In- 
dian depaitment  and  for  the  rapport  of  ^ 
the   ciiril  government  of  Louisiana,  and 
our  other  Southweslem  territory,  exceed      150,000 


$450,000 


Thus,  in  this  single  session,  we  shall  appropri- 
ate four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  security  and  the  protection  of  the  Southwest. 
But,  for  our  ports  and  harbors,  an  appropriation  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
mere  repair  of  old  fortifications,  is  thought  to  be 
an  enormous  expenditure.  Bven  this  is  violently 
opposed.  But  any  additional  sum  to  begin  new 
works,  is  not  only  hopeless,  but  cannot  be  even 
named,  without  exciting  a  smile  of  contempt. 
.  Now,  let  us  look  at  the  other  side  of  (he  ac- 
count. .It  will  be  found,  b^  the  report  on  your 
table,  that  the  nine  capital  cities  of  the  Union- 
Portland,  Portsmouth,  Boston,  Newport.  New- 
York.  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  andf 
Charleston — have  had  expended  in  fortifications, 
for  their  defence,  since,  the  establishment  of  the 
Federal  Government,  onlv  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thousand  dollars!  That  is  to  say, 
your  appropriations  in  one  session  for  the  security 
apid  comfort  of  the  Southwest^  is  more  than  half 
the  whole  amount  expended  during  sixteen  years 
for  the  'Security  of  all  these  great  commercial 
cities,  which  contain  two  or  three  hundred  thou* 
sand  inhabitants,  and  which  paid  into  your  Treas- 
ury the  last  year^  upward  of  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars!!  It  i$  impossible  that  this  state  of  things 
should  not  be  understood  and  realized  by  the  peo- 
ple of  these-  States,  and  that  at  no  very  distant 
period.  It  requires  only  some  actual  sufiering, 
some  real  misfortune,  resulting  from  your  ill-timed 
parsimony,  or  misplaced  affections,  to  rouse  a 
spirit  in  the  coiiimercial  States  which  will  shake 
this  Union  to  its  foundation. 

Of  all  times,  those  will  be  the  n^bst  dreadfuL 
and  the  most  to  be  deprecated  by  every  real 
lover  of  his  country,  when  the  party  passions 
shall  run  parallel  to  local  interests.  Whenever 
any  great  section  of  the  Union  shall  deem  itself 
neglected,  and  the  opinion  becomes  general  among 
the  people  that  they  are  sacrificed  or  abandoned ; 
that  they  have  not  any,  or  their*  just  weight,  m 
the  national  scale,  a  series  of  struggles  must  com- 
mence, which  will  terminate  either  in  redress  or 
in  convulsions.  Events  of  this  kind  are  not  to  be 
prevented  by  common-place  declamation  about 
submission  to  the  will  of  the  majority.  A  real 
reciprocity  must  exist;  Intelligent  men  must  see 
and  feel  that  a  regard,  proportionate  to  their  real 
i-nterest  at  stake  .in  society,  is  entertained  for 
them  by  their  rulers.  With  such  perception  and 
experience  your  Union  is  a  bona  of  adamant, 
which  nothing  can  break.  Without  them,  I  will 
not  say  it  will  be  dissolved,  but  this  I  will  say,  it 
cannot  be  happy,  6ven  if  it  should  be  lasting. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  our 
obligations  to  defend  the  commercial  cities,  with- 
out naving  aright  idea  of  the  nature  and  import- 
ance of  our  commerce  to  the  Eastern  States,  and 
attainiufi^  a  just  apprehension  of  its  influence  over 
every  class  of  citizens  in  that  quarter  of  the 
Union.  From  what  has  fallen  from  various  gen- 
tlemen in  the  House,  it  is  very  apparent  that  they 
do  no(  appreciate  either  its  nature,  its  power,  or 
the  duties  which  result  from  our  relation  to  those 
who  are  engaged  ii|  that  pursuit  The  gentleman 
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from  Virginia  (Mr.  John  Randolpb)  told  us  the 
other  da^  "that  the  United  States  was  a  great 
'  land  animal;  a  great  mammoth,  which  ougnt  to 

*  cleave  to  the  landjtmd  not  wade  out  into  the 

*  ocean  to  fight  the  shark."  Sir,  the  figure  is  very 
happy  so  far  as  relates  to  that  quarter  of  the  Union 
with  which  that  gentleman  is  chiefly  conversant. 
Of  the  Southern  States,  the  mammoth  is  a  cor- 
rect type. '  But,  I  aak^  sir,  suppose  the  mammoth 
has  made  a  league  with  the  cod,  and  that  the  cod, 
enterprising,  active,  and  skilfpl,  spreads  himself 
over  every  ocean,  and  brings  back  the  tribute  of 
all  climes  to  the  feet  of  the  mammoth ;  suppose 
he  thereby  enables  the  unwieldy  animal  to  stretch 
bis  huge  limbs  upon  cotton,  or  to  rub  his  fat  sides 
along  his  tobacco  plantations,  without  pairing  the 
tithe  of  a  hair?  .  In  such  a  case,  is  it  wi^e,  is  it 
honorable,  is  it  politic,  for  that  mammoth,  because 
by  mere  beef  and  bone  he  outweif^hs  the  cod  in 
the  politidal  sckie^  to  refuse  a  portion  of  that  rev- 
enue, which  the  industry  of  the  cod.annually  p^p- 
duces,  to  defend  him  in  his  natural  element ;  if 
not  against  the  great  leviathan  of  the  deep,  ^t 
least  against  the  petty  pikes  which  prowl  on.  the 
ocean ;  and  if  not,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  ad- 
venturous progress,  at  least  in  his  native  bays  and 
harbors,  wnere  bis  hopes  and  wealth  are  deposit- 
ed, and  where  his  species  congregate? 

Other  gentlemen  have  shown  an  equal  want  of 
a  just  apprehension  of  the  nature  ande£[ects  or 
commerce.  Some  think  any  of  its  great  channels 
can  be  impeded  or  cut  on  without  important 
injury.  Others,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  so  much  in- 
difference, that  we  can  very  well  do  without  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr..  Sm ilie) 
told  us  some  days  since, "  thatfor  his  part  he  vnsh- 
sd  thai  at  the  time  of.  our  Jfevoiution  there  had 
heenno  commerce.^^  That  honorable  gentleman,  I 
presume,  is  Enamored  with  Arcadian  scenes,  with 
happy  valleys.  Like  a  hero  of  pastoral  romaiioe, 
at  the  head  of  sorn^  murmuring  stream^  with  his 
crook  by  his  sUie,  his  sheep  feeding  aroundj  far 
from  the  temptations,  unsedueed  by  the  luxuries 
of  commerce,  he  would  "  sport  with  Amaryllis  in 
the  shade,  or  toy  with  the  tangles  of  Nerea's  hair." 
I  iiFill  not  deny  that  these  are  pleasant  scenes. 
Doubtless  they  are.  well  suited  to  the  innocence,  the 
purity,  and  the  amiable  unobtrusive  simplicity  of 
that  gentleman's  mind  and  maimers.  But  he  must 
not  expect  thait  all  men  can  be  uieasured  by  his 
elevated  standard,  or  be  made  to  relish  those  sub- 
-  lime  pleasures.  Thousand^  and  ten  thousands  ip 
that  part  of  the  country  I  would  repr^aent  have 
no  notion  of  rural  felicity,  or  of  the  tranquil  joys 
of  the  country.  They  love  a  Hfe  of  activity,  of 
enterprise  and  hazard.  They  would  rather  see  a 
boat-book  than  all  the  crooks  in  the  world ;  and 
as  for  sheep  they  never  desire  to  see  anything  more 
of  them  than  just  enough  upon  their  deck  to  give 
them  fresh  meat  once  a  week  in  a  vovage.  Con«- 
cernin^  the  land  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  J.  Randolpb,)  and  the  one  from 
North  Carolina^  (Mr.  Macon,)  thinks  so  much, 
they  think  very  httTe.  It  is  in  fact  to  them  only 
a  shelter  from  the  storm ;  a  perch  on  which  they 
bmld  their  eyrie,  and  hide  their  mate  and  their 


young,  while  they  skim  the  surface  or  himt  in  the 
deep.  The  laws  of  society  and  the  views  of  en* 
lightened  politicians  ought  to  have  reference,  not 
to  any  ideal,  theoretic  state,  of  human  perfeetion^ 
but  to  the  equal  protection  and  encouragement  of 
every  species  pt  honorable  industry.  I  know  it 
has  been  said  bv  way  of  apology  for  not  doins  ani- 
thin^  more  in  uefence  of  commerce,  that  it  aueadj 
was  indebted  for  its  proqiertly  to  our  laws  and  reg- 
ulations. ThegentUman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  J. 
Randolph)  told  us^  expressly,  ^.tkat  the  votes  of 
Southern  men  had  givBu  us  our  drawbaieks  and 
discriminfitiDg  duties,''  whence  he  would  conclude 
that  our  commerc^e  and  navigation  had  nothing 
more  to  ask  at  their  hands.  The  honorable  Spkac- 
ER,  too,  referred  the  prosperous  condition  Of  ow 
commerce  to  the  adoption  t>f  the  Constitution, 
alid  to  the  provisions  established  under  iL  I  am 
the  Ipist  mau  in  the  world  to  deny  the  happy  in« 
fluenceof  that  instrument  in  meiioratiag  the  eon* 
dition  of  this  nation.  But  our  commercial  proa* 
perity  is  owing  much  more  to  accident  and  na- 
ture, and  much  less  to  law,  than  we  are  apt  to 
imagine,  or  Are  willing  to  allow.  Sveryyearwe 
get  together  on  this  floor  to  eonsuU  concerning 
the  public  ^ood.  The  state  of  commeree  makes 
a  capitfil  ohject  in  all  our  deliberations.  We  have 
our  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufacture^ 
and  a  (^reat  part  of  every  session  is  exhausted  ha 
discussmg  their  provisions^  limitations,  and  re- 
strictiona.  Until  at  last  we  slide  into  the  belief  that 
commerce  is  of  our  creation ;  that  it  has  its  rool 
in  the  statute  hook ;  that  its^sap  is  drawn  from 
our  parchmeatj  and  that  it  spreads  and  flourishes 
under  the  direct  heat  of  the  legislative  ray.  Bat 
what  is  the  fact  ?  Look  into  your  laws.  What 
are  thev?  Nine^tenths — ^I  should  speak  nearer 
the  truth  should.  I  say  ninety-nine  hundredths  of 
them,  are  nothing  more  than  means  hj  which  you 
secure  your  share  of  the  products  of  commerce) 
they  constitute  the  machinery  by  which  you 
pluck  its  Hesperian  Aruiti  and  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  root  that  supports  it,  or  with  the  nativo 
vigor  which  exudes  luto  this  rich  luxuriance* 
Sir,  the  true  taproot  of  commerce  is  found  in  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  people  which  cairf 
it  on.  They  and  their  ancestors,  for  nearlv  two 
centuries,  have  been  engaged  in  it.  The  industry 
of  every  class  of  men  in*  the  SUustern  Slates  hes 
reference  to  its  condition,  and  is  aflected  by  it. 
Why,  then,  treat  it  as  a  sinall  concern ;  as  an 
aflbif  only  of  traders  and  of  merchants?  Why 
intimate  that  agriculture  can  flourish  without  ill 
When,  in  fact,  the  interests  of  these  twq  branches 
of  industry  are  so  intimately  connected  that  the 
slightest  afleotion  -of  the  one  is  instantly  commu- 
nicated to  the  other.  I  know  very  well  that  there 
is  a.  great  difference  between  the  relations  of  com- 
merce and  agriculture  in  the  Southern  and  in  the 
Eastern  States :  and  this  is  one  of  the  chief  canaea 
g(  that  diversity  of  sentiment  which  new  preTftils 
among  those  who  dwell  in  these  different  partaof 
the  Union.  la  the  Southern  Statea  there  ttre 
eomparativelv  few,  if  any,  who  depend  on  com- 
merce altogether  for  subsistence.  Whateveraffects 
commercial  prosperity,  produces  no  general  dis- 
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tress  or  discontent.  Perhaps  insurance  or  freight 
may  advance  a  little  in  consequence  of  its  em- 
barrassment. Perhaps  one  or  other  of  their  great 
staples  mair  find  not  so  ready  or  ^o  high  a  market. 
Bat  these  inconyeniences  throw  noneont  of  em- 
ployment, or  ont  of  bread.  Very  different  is  the 
slate  of  things  in  the  Eastern  States.  Their  com- 
merce is  not  merely,  as  the  honorable  Speaker 
called^ ft,  '^a  wagon — a  mode  of  convey ance  of 
products  to  the  consnmer."  It  is  more,  infinitely 
more;  it  establishes  within  the  c'oQntrv  an  im- 
mense fond  of  internal  consumption.  All  its  der 
pendants— merchants,  tradesmen,  mechanics,  sea- 
men, and  khorers  of  every  class  and*  description— r 
look  to  it,  either  for  that  profit  which  makes  a 
great  portion  of  their  happmess,  or  for  that  em? 
^oyment  on  which  their  subsistence  depends. 
The  state  of  agricuUu^e  is  adapted,  and  has  been 
for  centuries,  to  the  "upplr  of  the  wants  of  this 
internal  consumption.  Tne  farmer  is  bound  to 
commerce  by  a  thousand  intimate  ties,  which, 
while  it  is  in  its  ordinary  state  of  prosperity,  he 
neither  sees  nor  realizes.  But  let  the  current  stop, 
and  the  course  of  business  stagnate  in  consequence 
of  any  violent  affection  of  commerce,  the  efiect  is 
lielt  as  much,  and  in  some  cases  more,  by  those 
who  inhabit  the  mountains  as  b^  those  who  dwell 
on  the  seacoast.  The  country  is  associated  with 
the  city  in  one^  common  distress,  not  merely 
through  sympathy,  but  by  an  actual  perception  of 
a  union  in  misfortune.  Iris  this  indistoluble  com- 
munity of  interest  between  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, which  pervades  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
United  States,  that  makes  our  treatment  of  the 
commercial  incereat  (me  of  the  most  delicate,  as 
well  as  important  questions  that  can  be  brought 
before  this  Legislature.  Thtft  interest  is  not  of  a 
aature  long  to  be  neglected  with  impunity.  Its 
power,  when  once  brought  into  actiob  bv  the 
necessity  of  sielf-defence,  cannot  but  be  irresistible 
in  thb  nation.  Sir,  two-fifths  of  your  white  pop- 
nlation  are- commercial;  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  as  to  its  political  effi^t,  have  their  happi- 
ness 80  dependent  upon  its  prosperity,  that  they 
eannot  fait  to  act  in  concert,  when  the  object  is  to 
crush  those  who  oppress,  or  those  who  are  willing 
to  4^troy  it.  Or  the  five  millions  which  now 
constitnte  the  white  population  of  these  States, 
two  millions  are  norfn  and' east  of  New  Jersey ; 
this  great  mass  is  naturally  and  i«dissolubly  con- 
nected with  commerce.  To  this  is  to  be  added 
the  like  iitterest,  ami  that  of  no  inconsiderable 
weight,  which. exists  in  the  Middle  and  Southern 
States.    Are  these  powerful-  influences  to  be  for- 

fotten  or  despised?  Are  such  portions  of  the 
f  nioB  to  be  told  that  they  are  not  to  be  defended, 
neither  on  the  ocean,  nor  jet  on  the  land?  Will 
they,  ought  thev  to,  submit  to  a  system  which,  at 
the  same  time  tnat  it  extracts  from  their  indostrj 
the  whole  ilational  revenue,  neither .  protects  it 
aAnroad  nqr  at  home?  It  needs  no  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy to  say  that  they  will  not.  No  power  on' 
earth  can  prevent  a  party  from  growing  up  in 
these  States  in  support  of  the  rfehts  of  commerce 
to  a  aea  and  land  i^tection.  The  state  of  things 
which  mast  fleceaaarily  follow,  is  of  all  oUiers  to 


be  deprecated.  As  I  have  said  before.  When  party 
passions  run  parallel  to  local  Interests  of  ^reat 
power  and  extent,  nothing  can  prevent  national 
convulsions;  all  the  consequences  of  which  can 
neither  Be  numbered  nor  measured.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  introduce  this  idea  to  threaten  or 
terriff .  I  speak,  I  hope,  to  wise  men,  to  men  of 
experience,  andj3f  acquaintance  with  human  na- 
ture, both  in  history  and  by  observation.  Is  it 
{possible  to  content  great^  intelligent,  and  influen- 
tial portions  df  your  citizens,  by  anything  short 
of  a  real  attention  to  their  interests,  in  some  de- 
cree proportiotiate  to  their  magnitude  and  nature  ? 
When  this  is  iiot  the  case,ean  any  political  union 
be  either  happy  or  lasting?  Now  is  the  time  to 
give  a  pledge  to  the  commercial  interests,  that 
they  may  be  assured  of  protection,  let  whatever 
influence  predominate  in  the  Legislature.  A  great 
majority  of  this  House  are  fVom  States  not  cdn- 
nected  intiknately  with  commerce.  Show,  then, 
those  who  are,  f  hat  you  fbel  for  them  as  brothers ; 
that  you  are  willing  to  give  them  a  due  share  of 
the  national  revenue  for  their  protection.  Show 
an  enlightened  and  fair  reciprocity.  ^  Be  superior 
to  any  exclusive  regard  to  local  interest.  Oti 
such  principles,  this  Union,  so  desirable,  and  so 
justly  d^r  tons  all,  will  continue  and  be  cher- 
ished by  every  member  of  the  compact.  But  let 
a  narrow,  selfish.'  local,  sectional  policy^  prevail, 
and  struggles  will  commence,  which  witl  termi- 
nate, throuffh  irritations  and  animosities,  in  either 
a  change  of  the  system  of  Government,  or  in  its 
dissolution. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  he  was  sorry  the  motion  was 
made!  He  did  not  believe,  from  tiie  discussiofi 
the  subject  had  undergone,  that  th'e  House  would 
under tdte  to  say  on  what  objects  the  sum  appro- 
priated should  be  applied.  The  sum  proposed  to 
be  Appropriated  by  the  bill  was  $150,000.  He 
was  averse  to  going  beyond  that  sum,  and  he  was 
well  persuaded  that  any  attempt  to  go  beyond 
it,  would  have  a  tendency  to  deteat  the  bill  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  SMTLife  declared  himself  against  the  amend- 
ment, but  willing  to  grant  the  sum  applied  for  by 
the  proper  c^eer. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  MasterIs' 
motion,  and  lost— only  twenty>one  members^  ria- 
iftff  iu  its  favor. 

Mr.  Dawson  stated  that  the  fate  of  the  frigate 
Philadelphia  was  well  known,  and  added  that  the 
firigates  Boston  and  Gkneral  Greene  had  been  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  service.  To  supply  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  Naval  Establishment,  he  ofiered  a 
new  section  appropriating  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$500,000,  to  enable  the  President  to  cause  three 
additional  frigate»  to  be  built. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  to  add,  after  frigates,  "or  two 
seventy-fours." 

Mr.  Lton. — Ignorant  as  I  may  be  supposed 
with  respect  to  nautical  afiairs,  it  will  no  doubt 
be  thought  presumptuous  for 'me  to  join  in  this 
debate,  or  to  offer  my  crude  opinions  to  the  Com- 
mittee. I  can  assure  you,  sir.  that  so  fully  am  I 
persuaded  of  this,  and  so  little  hope  have  I  that 
anything  I  can  s*y  on  this  subject  will  alter  the 
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opinion  of  one  gentleman  on  this  floor,  that  I 
would  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  this  extremely 
important  qpestion,  did  I  not  know  that  this  is  a 
question  of  the  first  magnitude,  as  it  respects  the 
interest  of  the  Western  country,  and  did  I  not 
feel  it  my  duty  to  attempt  an  explanation  of  that 
interest. 

The  question  before  us  I  view  to  be  merely 
this,  will  the  nation  afford  the  reasonable  epcoQr- 
agement  and  protection  within  her  power  to  her 
own  commerce,  carried  on  in  the  vessels  of  her 
own  citizens,  biuit  of  her  own  materials,  and  by 
her  own  artificers  ?  Or,  in  other  words,  will  you 
afford  a  reasonable  share  of  that  revenue  which 
you  derive  from  commerce  to  its  protection? 
while  commerce  is  paying  your  national  debt; 
while  she  supports  your  civil  list  and  your  War 
Department;  while  she  pays  immense  sums  under 
the  heads  of  foreign  intercourse,  and  Mediterra- 
nean and  Indian  tributes;. while  she  is  adding  to 
your  dominion  the  finest  rivers  on  the  globe,  with 
numberless  millions  of  the  richest  acres,  and  while 
she  furnishes  you  with  the  products  of  every 
other  country  at  a  reasonable  price,  thereby  great- 
ly enhancing  the  value  of  the  produce  ot  your 
own,  at  the  same  time  increasing  her  .own  power 
of  serving  you  in  a  compound  ratio  of  aoout  ten 
per  cent.,  will  you  sufibr  her  wings  to  be  clipped, 
and  her  vitals  to  be  struck  at  by  every  foreign' rob- 
ber who  can  set  afloat  a  bark  able  to  carry  a  gun? 
The  documents  laid  before  you  from  th^  Treas- 
ury Department,  show  that  I  am  within  bounds 
when  I  thus  describe  the  powers  and  the  utility 
of  this,  I  had  almost  said,  omnipotent  handmaid — 
commerce.  While  the  petitions^  from  the  mer- 
chants all  along  the  seaboard  with  which  your 
tables  have  been  loaded,  together  with  the  news- 
papers you  every  day  reac^  portray  a  share  only, 
of  the  injuries  commerce  sustains,  and  the  dan- 
gers to  which  she  is'expose^,  they  justify  me  in 
asking  the  question :  Will  gentlemen,  I  say,  sir, 
like  the  avaricious  boy  in  the  fable,  kill  the  goose 
that  lays  the  golden  egg  "t  Or  shall  the  ox  that 
treads  out  the  corn  be  muzzled,  and  starved  in  the 
midst  of  surrounding  plenty  ? 

I  know  very  well  I  am  addressing  two  classes 
of  gentlemen  who  are  in  the  habit  of  viewing 
this  subject  in  a  light  very  different  fron^  myself. 
The  first  class,  the  largest,  and  very  respectable 
they  are  indeed,  consists  of  back-country  crentle- 
men,  who  live  ^nland,  all  along  frQm  New  Hamp- 
shire to  Georgia;  being  but  little  interested  m 
coi^merce  themselves,  many  of  them  believe  that 
by  the  destruction  of  foreign  commerce^  their 
constituents  will  be  driven  to  provide  their  own 
Becessaries  by  their  own  industry,  and  that  it  will 
be  a  blessing  to  them.  I  fear,  sir,  these  gentle- 
men do  not  reflect  with  due  consideration;  if 
they  did,  they  would  see  that  by  the  destruction 
of  foreign  commerce,  they  will  be  obliged  to  re- 
cur to  internal  taxauon,  at  a  time  when  every 
source  is  dried  up  from  which  the  people  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  money  to  nay  their 
taxes.  I  fear,  sir,  that  those  gentlemen  have  not 
sufficiently  examined  the  truth  of  the.  position, 
that  the  necessity  of  satisfying  the  mere  wants 


of  nature  seldom  excites  industry,  and  that  lndtt»- 
Uy  is  produced  only  by  a  desire  to  obtain  those 
thiogs  which  meet  the  artificial  wants  of  man. 
I  fear,  sir^  they  disregard  the  well-founded  max- 
im, that  m  proportion  as  a  nation  neglects  and 
despises  commerce  she  approaches  to  barbarism. 

To  this  class  of  gentlemen  permit  me  to  say. 
that  when,  by  my  situation,  I  was  exposed  to  all 
the  prei unices  which  back-country  pieople  have 
imbibed  on  this  subject,  I  saw^as  clearly  as  I  now 
do,  the  prospect  and  the  necessity  of  this  nation 
becoming  a  ^reat  maritime  Power.  I  saw  that 
the  industry  of  the  nation,  and  her  first  interest, 
I  mean  the  agricultural, interest,  would  be  best 
promoted  by  providing  fbr  the  defence  of  the 
general  commercial  enterprise  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, who  ventured  to  build  vessels  and  embark 
their  property  on  the.  ocean  ;  I  voted  according- 
ly, under  the  former  Administration,  uotii  I  found 
the  land  was  to  be  taxed  to  build  ships  of  war. 
I  thought  it  time  then  to  pursue  a  different  course, 
and  although  we  have  now  ap  Administration  in 
whom  I  place  the  most  unbounded  confidence, 
and  my  geographical  situation  is  changed  to  a 
part  of  the  United  States  by  far  the  most  inter- 
ested of  any  in  the  protection  of  the  commercial 
enterprise  of  the  nation,  as  I  shall  hereafter  show, 
I  would  not  vote  for  money  for  the  Nav^  which 
is  to  be  drawn  from  a  land  tax,  or  which  is  want- 
ed to  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the  Government 
for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.  To  jihe 
other  class  of  ff^ntlemen  who  look  upon  this  sub- 
ject in  a  light  different  from  me,  and  who  live  on 
or  near  the  seacoast,  in. the  Middle  and  Soathera 
States,  Let  me  be  permitted  to  observe,  that  sel- 
dom seeing  the  want  of  shipping  to  carry  away 
the  produce  of  their  lands,  I  tear  they  feel  but  lii« 
tie  for- those  who  axe  differently  situated.  I  have 
oftea  heard  those  gentlemen  say,  that  "we  as  a 
^  nation  have  ^o  business  on  the  oeean ;  there  are 
'  foreigners  enough  who  wish  to  carry  our  pro- 
'  dute  to  their  own  countries ;  let  them  do  so,  we 
'  have  employment  enough  for  our  people  on  the 
^  land ;  let  them  till  the  ground."  •  But,  sir,  the 
Western  people  cannot  say  that  foreigners  will 
carrv  away  their  produce ;  and  as  for  oar  Eastern 
bretnren,  who  have  not  the  most  productive  soil, 
they  are  blessed  with  industrious  hands  and  pro- 
lific wives;  they  have  already  a  plentiful  popu- 
lation, whose  adventurous  and  enterprising  genius 
has  led  them  to  be  familiar  with  th.e  seas,  from 
the  neighborhood  of  the  north  to  that  of  the 
south  pole.  To  the  norxhwest  eoast  of  America 
they  are  no  strangers.  Kamschatka,  Japan.  Chi- 
na, and  the  Indian  seas,  are  nearly  as  familiar  to 
them  as  the  Mediterranean,  the  Baltic,  the  Bajr 
of  Biscay  or  the  Qay  of  Fundy.  In  the  coosCrcic- 
tion  of  ships  they  stand  behind  no  people  oa 
earth.  They  claim  a  right  peaceably  to  navi^te 
the  seas  in  all  their  lawful  and  honest  pursuits  ; 
they  have  a  claim  on  the  nation  for  every  rernson- 
able  support  of  that  right.  It  is  enough,  sir,  that 
they  have  to  encounter  the  danger  of  the  boister- 
ous elements,  on  which  they  toil  for  our  xooifori 
and  accommodation.  It  is  too  much  for  us  tame- 
ly to  suffer  to  be  added  to  those  dangers  the  dep- 
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redatioDs  of  robbers  and  freebooters.    We  ought 
surely  to  be  prepared  to  protect  them  on  our  own 
coasts.    In  the  mouths  of  our  own  harbors  our 
own  fellow-citizens  have  been,  robbed  of  their 
hard  earned  pittance,  and  within  a  few  hours' 
travel  of  their  wives  and  their  families,  the  very 
men  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  having  procured 
the  luxuries,  and  I  may  say,  the  necessaries  with 
which  our  tables  are. provided,  have  been  dragged 
by  a  cruel  banditti  into  the  service,  and  compelled 
to  fight  ihe  battles  of  those  whose  tender  mercies 
are  cruelties — the  very  nation  whose  soul  burns 
with  envy  at  the  prospect,  of  the  rising  glory  of 
this.    How  lobg  is  ail  this  to  be.  borne  with  ? 
How  long  ought  it  to  be  borne  with,  jsir?    On 
the  other,  hand,  I  may  be  asked,  how  is  it  to  5e 
remedied  ?    In^that  ease  I  will:  answer,  it  may  be 
long  before  it  can  be  completely  remedied;  in  the 
meantime  every  reasonable  effort  in  our  power  is 
due  from  us.    Some  gentlemen  say,  let  us  defend 
our  commerce  by  treaties;  we  will  refuse  our 
custom  to  Britain ;  we  will  not  receive  her  unne- 
cessary manufactures,  unless  she  >viU  give  up  our 
seamen  and  recoguise  our  rights.  I  also  say,  treat, 
sir ;  I  say  punish  those  who  invade  your  rights 
by  non-importation  laws,  as  far  as  that  will  go, 
but  with  all  the  treaties  we  can  make,  I  should 
like  to  see  a  demand  made  by  a  commander  of 
AD  American  ship  of  superior  force,  on  our  coast, 
CD  a  commander  of  a  'British  ship,  for  the  sur- 
render of  the  American  citizens  on  board  his 
ship  who  had  not  voluntarily  enlisted.    In  that 
case,  with  a  treaty  on  your  side,  you  might  look 
for  a  compliance.    Some  gentlemen,  who  place 
their  confidence  in  treaties,  expect  that,  Bona- 
parte havipg  reduced  the  British  pride  by  his 
conquests  in  Germany,  the  British  Court  will  be 
obli|[«d  to  acknowledge  the  principle  of  free  ships 
makings  free  goods.    I  have  heard  talk  of  a  con- 
▼entieiB  of  the  Ambassadors  of  the  Powers  whose 
commerce  is  endangered  by  the  pernicious  prinr- 
ciples  ftnd  the  powerful  grasp  of  Britain,  and  that 
this  nation  ought  to  hi^ve  a  representation  in  that 
convention,  which  is  to  force  on  Britain  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  armed  neutralit^r  of  1780.    If  ever 
there  is  to  be  such  a  convention,  it  must  consist 
of  those  nations  who  can  compose  an  armeid  neu- 
trality.   If  the  Legislature  of  this  country  set 
their  faces  against  t^e  increase  of  their  naval 
strength,  what  pretensions  can  we  have  to  a  rep- 
resentation in.  the  convention  sitting  for  the  pur- 
pose of.  agreeing  on  and  demandmg  the  princi- 
ples of  the  armed  neutrali.ty  1    I  confess  in  that 
case  I  see  none.    But,  sir,  let  it  be  known  that 
you    have  determined   to  increase  your  naval 
strength,  witk  the  increase  of  your  means,  and 
your  representative  will  stand  on  a  very  respect- 
able footing  in  such  a  convention,  if  there  should 
be  any  such.    I  have  but  little  hope  of  such  a 
convention.    I  believe  Bonaparte  thirsts  for  uni- 
Tersal  dominion  ',  now  he  has  got  the  way  open 
for  such  a  convention  we  hear  nothing  or  it.    I 
believe  be  will  let  conventions  talk  while  be  acts, 
and  I  believe  he  will  attempt  to  possess  himself  of 
the.  British  navy,  by.seizing  on  their  masters  in 
London;  and  should  he,  under  the  smiles  of  foc^ 


tune,  who  has  hitherto  proved  his  friend,  be  able 
to  ^et  possession  of  that  navy,  he  will,  in  defi- 
ance of  conventions  and  armed  neutralities,  dic- 
tate to  the  nations  of  the  earth  terms  more  se- 
vere than  that  nation  now  does  who  claims  to  be 
mistress  of  the  ocean.  But,  sir,  this  is  taking  up 
the  time  of  the  Committee  with  mere  conjecture ; 
I  will  talk  of  reality.  It  is  really  well  under- 
stood at  this  day,  that  treaties  unsupported  by 
power  are  no  longer  regarded  by  the  natic|ns  who 
make  them  than  |hey  comport  with  their  interest. 
Either  party  will  break  them  when  interest  dic- 
tates. How  many  evidences  have  we  had  of  the 
truth  of  this  position  during  the  little*  time  this 
nation  has. existed?  The  very  statute  book  on 
your  table  contains  a  law  of  the  United  States 
entitled,  "An  act  to  declare  the  treaties  hereto- 
fore concluded  with  France  no  longer  obligatory 
on  the  United  States."  Has  it  not  during  this 
session  been  proposed  to  repeal  the  British  treaty? 
If  it  has  not  been  proposed  in  doe  form,  it  has 
been  much  talked  about,  and  if  I  mistake  not,  by 
a  gentleman  who  was  one  of  those  who  sanc- 
tioned that  treaty,  by  a  vote  for  the  appropriations 
necessary  to  give  it  effect.  He.  I  believe,  has  su^ 
gested  that  it  might  be  repealed. 

I  say,  make  treaties,  sic,  but  after  making  trea- 
ties, the  sure  way  to  •  have  them  respected  is  to 
be  able,  in'  some  degree,  to  enforce  them.  It  is 
certainly  in  out  power  to  give  that  protection 
to  our  commerce  on  our  coast,  and  in  the  neigh- 
boring seas,  which  can  suppress  and  keep  in  aw0 
all  pirates  add  robbers,  let , their  ships  be  large  or 
small.  I  am  far  from  expecting  that  this  young 
nation  can  *meet  the  whole  British  foVce  on  the 
element  they  have  long  called  their  own ;  but  I 
wish  the  Legislature  to  dispose  of  a  considerable 
share  of  the  present  and  the  future  increasing 
surplus  of  the  revenue  in  providing  for  that  de- 
fence which  our  commerce  stands  in  so  'mnch 
need  of.  But  some  gentlemen  say,  if  we  build 
74-gun  ships,  we  build  them  for  the  British  j  have 
we  not  built  frigates  without  building  them  for 
the  British  ?  Have  we  not  safe  harbors  for  our 
ships  to  reti^re  to  whenever  a  superior  fleet  of  any 
.nation  visits  our  coast?  Visit  it  is  all  thev  can 
do,  and  while  they  are  uncomfortable  abroaa,pur 
naval  force  may  be  comfortable  at  home;  and  out 
again  when  the  superior  force  retires.  Can  we 
be  excused  in  doing  nothing  at  all,  because  we 
cannot  do  everything,  because  we  are  not  able  im« 
mediately  to  create  a  fleet  superior  to  that  of  any 
other  nation  ?  Shall  we  sit  down  with  folded 
hands,  determined  to  b^ar  every  insult,  every  in- 
jury, and  every  degradation  that  shall  be  offered  ? 
No,  sir,  I  hope  not.  1  believe  this  nation  is  des- 
tined, at  some  future  day,  to  wrest  the  trident 
from  the  very  same  hand  that  now  holds  It.  It 
is  my  wish  to  see  my  coadjiitoss  of  this  day  pos- 
sessed of  a  share  of  that  patriotic  enthusiasm 
whicli  wilb  prepare  the  way,,  and  lead  to  the 
speedy  completion  of  that  glorious  event.  But. 
sir,  it  has  been  often  said  that  the  maintenance  or 
a  naval  force  is  impracticable  in  a  free  country; 
that  impressment  must  be  resorted  to,  and  impress- 
ments constitute  slavery. 
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Are  not  many  of  the  principles  of  out  Consti- 
tution new,  as  they  respect  ancient  or  modern 
republics  ?  Has  not  our  own  experience  and  pro- 
gress in  the  business  of  government  been  a  con- 
stant contradiction  to  theories  and  theorists? 
Are  you  not  told  at  this  day.  that  a  republican 
form  of  goTernment  cannot  be  supported  in  ETu- 
rope,  notwithstanding  the  example  of  this  nation 
before  their  eyes? 

Because  Britain  is  obliged  to  make  use  of  a 
press-gang  to  man  her  fleet,  which  goes  abroad  in 
pursuit  ot  conquests,  in  which  the  lives  of  poor 
fellows  are  sported  aWiiy,  who  have  no  interest 
in  the  issue,  shall  it  be  said  that  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  press  our  gallant,  our  patriotic  sea- 
men ?  No,  sir.  Oar  sailors  are  the  children,  not 
the  out(^asts  of  the  nation  ;  they  will  volunteer  to 
cruise  in  the  neighboring  seas  to  defend  their  own 
gallant  comrades,  and  the  property  of  the  men 
who  give  them  employ.  No,  sifi  we  can  never 
have  occasion  to  pr*ss  sailorsr.  The  same  fishe- 
ties  which  have  long  been  the  boasted  Uursery  for 
British  sailors  lie  at  your'  door,  and  will  always- 
give  employment  in  time  of  peace  to  our  sea- 
ttten ;  we  have  an  immense  coasting- trade,  which 
is  a  school  for  seamen  ;  we  shall  nnd  seamen  as 
last  as  we  shall  build  ships,  and  so  far  do  9ur  sea- 
men exceed  all  others,  that  American  ships  are 
navigated  with  about  half  the  )iand^  that  are  em- 
ployed by  any  other  nation  to  navigate  ships  of 
equal  burden.  But  suppose,  sir,  that  all  the  Amer- 
ican seamen  should  te  regularly  registered  and 
arranged  into-  divisions  and .  suodi visions,  on  a^ 
well-regulated  maHne  militia  system,  subject  to 
be  called  upon  to  do  their  respective  tours  of  duty 
as  the  land  militia  are..  For  my  part  I  wi^h  this 
may  be  done ;.  no  man  can  doubt  the  Justice  or 
practicability  of  such  a  measure.  If  this  should 
be  called  impressment,  then  ordering  out  the  land 
militia  may  be  called  impressment.  If  it  is  a 
hardship  for  a  sailor  to  be  obliged  to  so  a  three  or 
four  m<5nths^  cruise  in  defence  of  his  and  ht^ 
country's  rights,  for  wages  fixed  on  by  the  Got- 
ernment,  is  it  not  also  a  hardship  for  a  militia- 
man to  be  ordered  out  and  obli^ea  to  march  five 
hund.'-ed  or  one  thousand  miles  in  defence  of  his 
own  and  his  country's  rights?  I  do  not  pretend  to 
be  a  judge  with  regard  to  what  sized  vessels  are 
beist  for  the  defence  of  our  commerQe,  but  that 
we  ought  to  attempt  to  defend  it,  I  most  reli- 
giously believe.  One  reason  that  induces  me  to 
vote  for  the  resolutioti  no^  under  consideration 
is,  that  I  incline  to  think  it  may  be  well  to  have 
some  ships  of  liH  sizes;  another  is.  the  resolu- 
tion comes  before  us  sanctioned  by  tlieopinion  of 
ft  respectable  committee  of  this  House,  as  well  as 
that  of  tiie  President  of  the  XTnited  States,  in 
whose  jud^tment  in  matters  of  this  kind  I  confide 
more  than  in  my  own.  In  his  communication  to 
this  House  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  aAer 
bringing  to  our  view  the  pillaged  and-' exposed 
state  of  our  commerce,  he  expressed  himself  in' 
these  words:  '^  Considerable  provision  has  been 
'  made  under  former  authorities  from  Congress 
'  of  materials  for  the  construction  of  ships  of  74 
'  guns ;  these  materials  are  on  hand,  subject  to  the 


*  future  will  of  the  L^^slature.  An  immediate 
^  prohibition- of  the  exportation  of  arms  b  also 
^  submitted  to  your  determination."  I  am  sure 
that  lio  number,  who  considered  the  latter  mea- 
sure as  recommended  by  the-  President  of  the 
United  States,  can  say  the  former  clause  is  not 
also  a  modest  recommendation  of  the  President 
to  use  the  materials  and  build  the  7.4'8.  Consid- 
erable of  those  materials  spoken  of  by  the  Presi- 
dent are  unfit  for  any  other  use  than  li-gua  ships. 
This  I  have  from  the  best  authority. 

This  nation,  sir,  has  been  called  1i  great  land 
animal,  and  it  has  Wen  wittily  said,  that  she  must 
keep  out  of  the  water  lest  the  shark  bite  ofif  her 
proboscis:  but,  m,  if  I  may  be  indulged  in  pro- 
phetic allegory,  i  will  say  this  nation  shall  be 
like  unto  a  grand  mammoth  beaver,  the  wisdom 
of  her  sagacious  h€ad,  abd  the  industry  of  her 
powerful  claws,  "shall  raise  her  agricuiture  and 
manufactures  to  grandeur  ind^escri&ble  ^her  rir- 
ers  diret&ted  into  canals,  fiowing  regularly,  like 
the  hlood  in  the  reins  ahd  arteries  of  a  great  ani- 
mal, shall  waft  to  and  from  the  centre,  and  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other,  her  internal  commerce, 
created  and  supported  by  iier  highly  improved 
arte  and  manufactures ;  her  broa4  £«ck,  extending 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  upholding  one 
thousand  fine  towns  and  cities,  jwinted  with  all 
the  variegated  colors  of  a  landscape,  shall  teem 
with  all  the  riehest  produetions  of  the  globe ;  it 
simll  be  intersected  with  useful  roads  and  most 
magnificent  causeways ;  she  shall  support,  in  a 
styfe  of.  comfort  and  accommodation  heretofore 
unknown  to  any  nation,  one  hundred  millions  of 

ale,  free  kxia  happy.  In  those  days  she  shall, 
e  exercise  of  her  mighty  and  piscatory  tail, 
sweep  ft'om  the  ocean  the  pirates  ofevery  nattoa, 
and  she  shall  give  the  grateful  and  consenting 
world  a  commentary  oi  the  laws  of  nations,  con- 
tained in  bix  wofds,  namely:  Man  shall  peacea- 
bly occupy  the  seas. 

I  believe,sir,  I  have  as  great  a  desire  to  deserve 
and  obtain  the  good  opinion  o€  this  House  as 
most  members  -in  it;  but  unfortunately  my  zeal 
in  whatever  t  deem  important  to  the  nation,  has 
led  eome  eentlemen  at  times  to  attribute  to  me 
motives  which  never  govern  me.  On  this  occa- 
sion I  will  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  the  Com- 
mittee with  an  explanation  of  that  high  interest, 
whidi,  in  the  outset,  I  observed  the  Western 
country  had  in  the  question  before  thre  Commit* 
tee.  When  I  have  done  this  Lwiil  re^t  on  the 
candor  of  every  gentleman  to  attribute  my  zeal 
to  the  true  motive — the  interest  of  the  people  I 
hare  the  honor  to  represent. 

I  neither  wish  nor  expect  to  have  seventy-four- 
gun  ships  built  on  the  Western  waters.  The 
shoals  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  will  not 
suffer  them  to  go  to  sea  if  they  were  built  there  j 
besides  which,  I  think  they  ought  to  be  boilt 
nearer  to  the  eye  of  the  €tovernment ;  but.  sir,  I 
have  a  more  powerful  motive — I  mean  tnc  in- 
terest the  Western  country  has  Jn  the  sale  and 
the  price  of  merchant  ships. 

It  is  too  well  known  to  need  proof  or  explana- 
tion, thut  the  Western  country  has,  for  some 
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yean  past,  raised  more  prodvce  for  exportation, 
according  to  the  number  of  working  hands,  tbaa 
any  other  part  of  the  United  States,  and  that  ex- 
portation irora  that  coantry  is  increasing  in  a 
ratio  nearly  equal  to  its  population.  It  is  also 
well  known  tnat  neither  foreign  nor  domestic 
shippers  will  ^ome  to  purchase  our  produce  at 
our  warehouses.  No,  sir,  we  do  not  boast  of  being 
able  to  get  rid  of  our  produce  with  the  sameison-. 
venience  the  gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States 
can.  We  have  to  carry  it  ourselves  many  thou- 
sand miles  before  we  can  find  a  purchaser,  and 
then  too  oflen  to  a  very  low  market,  for  want  of 
shijppine  at  New  Orleans  to  carry  it  trom  there. 

Flat-bottpmed  boats  of  fifteen  tons  burden  have 
eeneraily  been  used  for  carrjrbg  this  produce 
down ;  the  average pdoe  of  wbicfcgis  one  hundred 
dollars ;  five  men  are  employed  at  the  average 

{irice  of  one  hundred  dollars  each;  it  costs  at 
east  one  hundred  doU^rs  to  support  the  hand^ 
down  and  to  support  the  sunercargo  while  at 
Orleans,  and  one  hundred  dollars  morto  may  be 
set  down  for  insurance.  This  is  eight  hundred 
dollars  for  the  freight  of  fifteen  tons  ;  the  flatboat 
is  set  adrift,  or  sold'  for  the  price  of  firewood  at 
mosL 

Within  a  short  time  ship  building  has  been 
commenced  on  the  Western  waters.    It  is  found 
that  ten  hands  can  •nay{g[ate  a  ship  of  two. or  three 
hundred  tons  burden  easier  and  with  more  safety 
than  five  hands  can  navi^te  a  fiat  boat  of  fifteen 
toiia^     Tbiere  is  Oiow  a  ship  of  450  tons  at  the  falls 
of  Ohio;^she  will. carry  as  much  as  thirty  flat- 
boats  when  navigated  by  twelve  hands ;  this  will 
save  ia  the  construction  of  ^atboats  93,000;  she 
will  aave  the  wages  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
ei^bt  noen,  which  is  $l?,800  more,  besides  the 
saving- to  the  country  of  the  labor  of  one  hundred) 
and  thirty-eight  men  three  months  at  least,  who 
may  be  usefully  employed  in  raising  another  crop. 
She  will  save  9^^000  in  the  provision  for  the 
hands  and  in  the  insurance.    Suppose  this  ship  to 
be  loaded  with  4,500  barrels  of  fiour,  and  suj^ose  we 
throw  off  from  the  (22,800  calculated  to  be  saved, - 
^,800  for  the  extra  wages  of  the  ship's  hands 
dowD  and  for  insurance.    The  saving  between 
carrying  down  a  barrel  of  flour  in  this  way  and 
in  tne  usual  Way  of  flatboats  is  four  dollars  at 
least— -«  very,  pretty  saving,  indeed,  sir,  in  a  coun- 
try where  fiour  has  often  been  sold  under  three 
dollars  a  barrel.    A  pronoVtipnate  saving  will  be 
made  in  the  carriage  of  neef,  pork,  cotton,  hemp, 
tohaeeo,  and  almost  every  other  article  that  we' 
sand  tor  mai^et    If  the  GoveraaMat  extends  that 
protection  to  coameree,  which  will  hold  ap  the 
price  of  American  built  ships,  thta  saving  will  be 
continued  ;  if  that  protection  is  withheld,  this  im- 
portant saving  must  be  lost  to  us ;  and  aMroogh, 
at  the  oQtset,  a  considerable  share  of  the  saving 
goes  into  the  pocket  of  the  merc(kant,.it  hiust,  if 
the   bnainess  of  ship  building  increases,. as  we 
wonld  fnia  hope^t  will  itfaMls^  Itay,  eventoally, 
by  the  enhancement  of  the  price  of  produce,  go 
into  the  pocket  of  the  iarmer. 

The  State  of  kentochy 'itself  could  have  very 
eooTOoiently  spafed  fiOO.000  bosbela  of  Indian 


com  last  y^iA*,  to  be  sent,  at  a  great  profit,  to  the 
Atlantic  States,  where  it  seems  it  was  much 
wanted,  had  she  had  sea  vessels  to  send  it  in. 
She  could  do  the  same  this  year ;  yet  some  per- 
sons who  ventured  to  take  corn  down  in  flat- 
boats  last  year  to  New  Orleans,  oould  find  no  ves- 
sels to  ship  it  in,  and  it  was  there  sold  for  less 
than  half  a  dollar  a  bushel,  while,  in  some  of  the 
^lantie  ports,  it  sold  for  more  than  two  dollars, 
and  many  of  them  but  little  short  of  it.  Thus 
some  of  oar  adventurers  were  ruined,  and  all  in- 
jured in  a  very  laudable  enterprise. 

The  State  m  whose  re|uresentatien  I  have  the 
honor  of  bearing  a  part,  includes  the  river  Ohio 
for  near  nine  hundred  miles;  it  horders  oo  the 
Mississij^pi,  and  includes  one-half  of  that  river, 
about  seventy  miles;  scarce  a  mile  the  whole 
length  this  way  but  a  site  for  a  ship  yard  can  be 
found ;  from  the  bosom  of  that  State  seven  fine 
large  rivers  discharge  tbei^selves  into  the  Ohio ; 
on  all  which  sea  vessels  may  be  built,  and  from 
thence  fioated  into  the  oceap.  Our  white  oak, 
walnut^  mulberry,  ^dar,  and -locust  tind)er,  of 
which  we  have  an  inexhaustible  .supply,  is  ex- 
ceeded by  none  on  the  continent.  The  timber 
on  our  best  lands,  which  are  to  be  speedily  culti- 
vated, will  be  destroyed,  and  no  benefit  derived 
from  it,  unless  used' within  a. few  years.  Oujc 
mountains  abound  il^  iron  ore  and  stone  coal,  to 
which  there  are  fine  streams  for  water-works  ad- 
iaeent.  No  State  in  the  Union  at  this  time,  I 
believe,  produces  half  as  much  h^mp  as  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  culture  of  that  article  is  rapidly 
increasing  in  many  parts  of  the  Western  co^ntry.. 

I^  sir,  the  statements- 1  have  made  are  correct, 
and  I  believe  no  one  can  doubt  their  authenticity, 
it  DMist  be  seen  that  no  portion  of  the  nation  is 
s6  deeply  Interested  in  the  protection  of  its  com- 
merce as  the  Western  people.  The  laws  and 
regulations  of  other  commercial  nations  not  al- 
lowing American  built  ships  to  be  naturalized, 
their  subjects  or  citizens  seldom,  buy  our  ships  ^ 
the  strong  current  of  the  Mississippi  do^  not 
allow  them  to  joeme  back  to  us,  and  witlvout  the 
aid  of  Gevernmeat  in  protecting  the  commerce  of 
the  natioB,  the  American  merchant  cannot  afford  to 
bttj.  then ;  so  that  just.as  we  have  entered  on  the 
ship  boiUiag  bnsiness,  and  begintiing  to  see  its 
utility,  without  that  aid  and  protection  we  shall 
be  thrown  .back' on  our  flatboat  system,  by  which 
one-half  the  value  of  our  Reduce  is  expended  i^ 
carrying  ft  to  a  place  of  shipment. 

In  another  and  more  importimt  point  of  view 
th^  people  of  the  Western  country  are  more 
deeply  interested  in  the  nation^s  having  some  line- 
of-battle  ships  than  any  part  of  the  Union.  The 
produce^  of  that  whole  country,  watered  by  one 
one  hundred,  navigable  rivers,  must  empty  IntQ 
the  Bay  of  Mexico  at  one  narrow  pass.  Any  na- 
tion with  whom  we  have  a  difier^nce,  possessing 
a  single  lincnof-baltle  ship,,  may  block  up  that 
pass ;  our  frigates,  whose  timbers  and  whose  metal 
are  infenor  to  those  of  a  seventy-four,  cannot 
meet  her  on  equal  terms.  Thus,  while  the  na* 
tien  is  without  ships-of-^e-line,  as  they  are 
called,  the  merchants  who  export  the  produce  of 
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the  Western  country  are  momentlf  exposed  to 
rain,  and  our  produce  is  subject  to  perisn  on  the 
hands  of  the  farmer  for  want  of  a  market.  This 
argument  may  be  said  to  apply  to  New  York  or 
80.me  other  Atlantic  port;  but,  sir,  it  applies  io  a 
tenfold  ratio  to  the  Western  country ;  the  block- 
ing up  of  one  of  the  Atlantic  ports  would  in- 
crease (he  business  of  another,  and  although  there 
mis^ht  be  great  injury  done  by  such  blockade,  it 
would  not  ruin  the  whole  Eastern  country,  as 
must  be  the  case,  with  the  Western  cduntry  in 
blocking  up  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  sunbeam^  of  commerce  have  just  began 
to  bless  the  Western  hemisphere  with  her  genial 
and  fascinating  smiles  bv  the  introduction  of  ship 
building;  but  the  late  depredations  on  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  eause  a  darkening-  cloud 
to  hangover  our  prospects,  and  all  our  fond  hopes 
are  in  danger  of  being  blasted  by  what  I  call  a 
narrow  and  illiberaL  policy.  I  pray  God  most 
fervently  to  open  the  hearts  and  eyes  of  gentle-^ 
men  on  this  important  subject. 

Mr.  Lyon's  amendment  was  disagreed  to— 
yeas  28. 

•  When  the  section  offered  by  Mr.  Dawson  was 
likewise  disagreed  to — yeas  40,  navs  54. 

A  new  section  offered  by  Mr.K,  Nelson,  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  sell  such  of  the  national 
vessels  as  in  his  opinion  shall  be  in  such  a  situa- 
tion as  to  make  it  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
not  to  repair  the  same,  was  agreed  to — yeas  63 
nays  35. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
which  the  House  took  into  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  moved  to  strike  ou(  the  first 
section. 

Messrs.  J.  Clat,  R«  Nblson.  and  BBumOBH, 
supported ;  and  Messrs. Dawson,  VarnuMjOreoq, 
Dana,  and  Elmeb,  opposed  this  motien.  which 
was  disagreed  to — yeas  24,  nays  76.  as  fbllows : 

TtAS — ^Isaac  Anderson,  DaTid  Bard,  George  M.  Bed- 
inger,  Robert  Brown,  Christopher  Clark,  Joiaeph  Clay, 
Matthew  Clay,  Leonard  Coyington,  Pettir  Ba^,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton,  Bfichael 
Leib,  Patrick  Magmder,  Roger  KeUoa,  John  Rea  of 
Penn  vf  Wania,  Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  SandfoM,  Bam- 
nd  Bmi£h,  Richard  Stanfnd,  Philip  R.  ThompM>n, 
Robert  WhitduB,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander 
Wilson. 

Nats — ^Enm  Alexander^  Willis  Alston,  jr^  Joseph 
Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas 
Blount,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad.  Orchard  Cook,mch- 
ard  CutU,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Kara  Darby,  John  Dav- 
enport, junior,  John  Dawson,  James  Blliot,  Caleb  El- 
lis, Bbenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W,  Eppes, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fpwler,  James  M.  Gamett,  Charles 
Goldsboroagh,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  Seth  Hastmgs,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
John  G.  Jaekson,  Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Mastera,  Wil- 
liam McCreery,  Nicholaa  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumfprd,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, junior,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  J^n 
Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Russell,-  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Martin  Q.  Schuneman,  Ja8.€l«Mn, 


John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Hebry  Soothard,  Joseph. 
Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
uel Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompsoa, 
Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  PhUip  Van  Cortlandt,  KiUian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  John  WhitehUl,  Mannadnke  Williams,  Nalhan 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Mr.  Mastebs  then  moved  to  amend  the  IhII,  by 
striking  out.  in  the  third  line  of  the  aforesaid  first 
section  of  the  bill,  the  words  ^  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand,"  and  inserting  in  lien  thereof,  the 
wards  ^  three  iuindred and  fifty  thousand ;"  which 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  31,  nays  71,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TxAS-^ohn  Blake,  junior.  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  John  Davenport;  junior,  Cal^  Ellis,  Wil- 
liam Ely, -Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Joamh  Masters,  Jona- 
than O.  Moeely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Jeremiah TCebon, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  RuaaeO* 
Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Martm  G.  Scfaune- 
man,  Ssmuel  Taggart,.  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Ua 
Tracy,  Philm  Van  Cor^andt,  KiUian  K.  Van  Beaase- 
laer,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Nays — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac 
Anderson.  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.Bed- 
inger,  Barnabas  BidweD,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  Claibome^ 
Chri6topher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton.  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covingtcm,  Rich- 
ard Cotts,  Ezra  Darby,  John  Dawson,  Peter  Eariy, 
James  ElUot,  Eben^zer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Jas.  if.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  PeterMU  Goodwjm,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Ham- 
ilton, David  Hohaes,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert, 
Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Magrader, 
WilliamMcCreeiy,  NichaLas  R.  Mooie,  Thoa.  Moora, 
Jeremiah  Morrow^  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nebmi,  Tbos. 
Newton,  junior,'  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  iuhn  Ran- 
dolph, John  Bea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee^ Jacob  Richards,  Thomas  Sandford,  Jas.  ifloaa, 
John.  Smiiie,  John  Smith,  SamOel  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Richard '  Stanibrd,  Joseph  Stanton,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John  Whitehill,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  BL  Williams,  Marmaduke  WiDiama, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Win- 
ston. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 


.Wednbsdat,  April  16. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  fortifying  the  ports  and 
harbora  of  the  -United  Statea;  and  for  build tsg 
guD boats,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  paased. 

Mr.  TaoMAa  M.  Randolph,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  fifth  ultimo,  presented  a 
bill  adding  to,  and  amending  the  different  acts  of 
February  twe^nv-iieventh,  and  March  third,  ooe 
tbousana  eight  hundred  and  one,  and  May  third, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  "concern- 
iog  the  District  of  Colombia,"  and  the  aci:  of 
March  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
&vef  entitled  ^'An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of 
QaoJigetown  j'lvhich  wa^  read  twice,  and  com- 
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milted  to  a  Coibmutse  of  the  whole  House  to^ 
morrow* 

REDEMPTION  OP  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  Hoase. resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  making  provision  Ifdr  the  re- 
clemption  of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States." 

The  Chairman  proceeded  to  read  the  bill  until 
he  came  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections,  which 
authorize  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  appoint  one  agent  in  London,  and  another  in 
Amsterdam,  to  receive subscriptionsand transfers, 
and  to  ispue  new  certificates ;  and  to  enable  the 
holders  of  old  six  per  cent,  deferred,  or  three  per 
cent,  stocks,  who  may  become  subscribers  to  the 
new  stock  either  in  the  United  States  or  in  Eu- 
rope, and  who, -on  the  first  day  of  April  n'^xt.  and 
on  the  day  of  the  subscription,  shall  be  resident 
in  Europe,  to  receive  the  interest  on  their  stock, 
either  in  the  United  States,  or  at  London,' or  in 
Amsterdam. 

Mr.  Varnum  mov'ed  to  strike  out  the  fifth  sec- 
tion. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Davenport. 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  J.  RAN00LPB,and  disagreea 
to — ayes  34,  noes  42.  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Eandolph,  the  compen- 
sation allowed  to^  each  of  the  above  agents  was 
fixed'  at  93.000^aje8  48. 

The  eighth  section  was  read  as  foUows  : 
Sxc.  8.  And  be  it  Jurtko'  enactedf  That,,  from 
and  after  tlie  first  day  of  April  next,  whenever  it 
shall  be  neeessaiy  to  issue  new  certificates,  either  in 
lien  of  such  certificates  of  old  six  per  cent,  or  de- 
ferred stock,  as  may  be  lost  or  destroyed,  er  bv  rea- 
son of  a  transfer  of  sack  stock  from  a  stockholder  to 
anotHer^  or  from  the  books  of  an  ofilce  to  those  of  ano- 
ther office ;  the  new  certificates,  instead  of  stating  the 
nominal  amount  of  stock  which  originaUy  was,  bat  is 
no  long-er  the  sum  actually  due  by  the  United  States^ 
idiall  express  the  true  amount  of  the  annuity  doe,  at  the 
rate  of  eight  per.  pent,  on  the  ongauA  amount  of  prin- 
cipal, at  tbe  time  wlien  it  shall  cease.'  But  all  the  other 
provisions  heretofore  made  by  law,,  and  now  in  ibrce, 
relative  to  the  said  stocks,  shall  remain  in  fiUl  force,  as 
if  no  alteration  had  been  made  in  the  form  of  the  cer- 
tificates ;  and  such  new  certificates  may  be  subscribed, 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  thu  act>.  according 
to  tbe  then  unredeemed  amount  of  .the  principal  stock 
originally  due. 

Mr.xCiniifCY  moved  to  strike  this  section. out. 
under  the  impression  that  it  impaired  the  original 
contract  between  the  United  States  and  the  pub- 
lic creditors. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  vindicated  the  section  against 
this  charge.  .. 

Mr.  Dajxa  did  not  think  it  impaired  the  original 
contract,  but  considered  it  superfluous,  as,  in  bis 
opinion,  the  power-given  by  it  was  already  vested 
by  law  in  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department ; 
vrhen  the  qaestion  was  taken,  and  the  motion  lost, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
tiiac  part  of  the  bill  which  provides  for  .the  con- 
Teraion  o£  three  per  cent,  stock  into  six  per  cent. 


with  "  sixty-two-and-a-hrif  j"  by  which  the  holder 
of  every  hundred  dollars,  in  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  is  entitled  to  receive  sixty-two-and-a-half 
dollars  of  six  per  cent. 

Mr«  Cbowninsbield  opposed  this  motion,  as 
well  as  the  provision  for  converting  the  three  per 
cent,  into  six  ]^er  cent,  stock,  under  the  idea  that 
it  would  be  injurious  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  defended  the  provision,  and  made 
a  detitiled  argument^  to  show  that  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Dana  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed modification  of  the  public  debt. 

Mr.  Jackson  spoke  against  it. 

Mr.  J.'  Randolph  advocated  this  part  of  the 
bill,  and  Mr.  Crowninshield  replied;  when  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  John 
Randolph  and  agreed  to — ayes  51,  noes  34. 

A  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Mumford,  requiring 
the  agents,  before  they  enter  on  the  execution  c^ 
their  offices,  to  take  an  oath  or  afiurmatiOn  for  the 
diligent  execution  of  their  trusts,  add  requiring 
them  to  give  bonds  in  one  or  more  sureties,  in 
the  penal  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollar's — ^was 
agreed  to.  . 

Mr*  Dana  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  quoted 
in  the  following  section,  with  a  view  of  restrain- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  present  three 
per  cents,  and,  under  the  impression  that,  in  the 
new  stock  projpoeed  to  be  created,  tbe  Government 
liberated  itself  from  the  obligation  to  pay  a  cer- 
tain part  of  tbe  principal  and  interest  heretofore 
stipulated : 

8xc.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 
Repreeentatiffei  of  the  XJniied  Sttttes  of  America,  in 
Congreea  aeeembled.  That  a  subseriptfon  to  the  fiill 
amount  of  the  "  old  six  per  cent  deferred  and"  tluree 
per  cent  stocks  be,  end  the  same  is  hereby,  proposed ; 
fi>r  which  purpose. books  diaU  be  opened  at  the  Treas- 
ury of  th^  United  States,  and  by  the  sevsral  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans,  on  the  first  day  of  April  next,  to  con* 
tinue  open  until  the  seventeenth  day  of  December 
next  following,  inclusively,  the  fourteen  last  days  of 
each  quarter  excepted^  for  such  parts  of  the  above-i;nen« 
tioned  descriptions  of  stock  as  shall,  on' the  day  of  sub- 
scription^ stand  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  sad  of 
the  several  Commissioners  of  Loans,  respectively; 
which  subscription  shall  be  efiected  by  a  transfer  to  the 
United  .States,  in  the  manlier  provided  by  law  for  such 
transtimi,  of  the  credit  or  credits,  standing  on  die  said 
books,  and  by  a  surrender  of  the  certificates  of  the  stock 
subscribed. 

Mr«  John  Randolph  and  Mr.  J.  Clat  opposed 
this  motion,  and  denied  the  justice  of  the  observa- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Dana;  vi^h^n  the  motion  to 
strike  but  the  section  was  lost  without  a  division. 

T^e  Coipmittee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with 
several  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House)  and  the. bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  tp-morrow — ayes  56.' 

DUTIES  ON  SALT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  repealing  the  acts  laying 
duties  on  salt,  and  continuing  in  force  for  a  cer- 
tain time  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "Aa 
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ma  further  to  protect  tke  cooioierce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Pow- 
ers," as  follows : 

8sc,  1.  Be  it  macttdt  4*^.,  That,  from  and  after  tin 
^'—  day  of  -7—  next,"  so  maefa  of  any  act,  or  acta,  as 
kjs  a  duty  oh  imported  salt,  be,  and  the  same  here- 
by is,  repealed,  and  from  and  after  the  day  aforesaid, 
salt  shall  be  unported  into  dw  United  States  free  ef 
duty. 

8x0.  %,  And  U  it  further  tnaeUd,  That,  from  end 
after  the  fint  day  of  Jannary  next,  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts  as  ||llows  a  bounty  on  exported  salt  precisians, 
and  pickled  fish,  in  lieu  of  drawback  of  the  duties  on 
the  salt  employed  in  curing  the  same,  and  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  makes  an'  aUowance  to 'the  owners 
and  crews  of  fishing  vessels,  in  lieu  of  drawback  of 
tiie  duties  paid  on  the  salt  used  by  the  same,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  repealed. 

8xc.  3.  And  ht  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of 
the  act,  passed  on  theS5th  day  of  March,  1804,entitied 
An  act  farther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  ef 
the  United  States  against  the  Bai^ary  Pow>»n,  as> 
contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  said  act,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  continued  in  forse  until  the  end  of 
the  next  sesaien  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  duiNCY  moved  so  to  amend  the  first  seetioii 
as  to  repeal  the  act  laying  a  duty  on  salt,  additional 
to  that  originally  imposed,  so  as  to  take  olT  at  pree- 
CBt  the  duty  of  eight  Qents  a  bushel.  He  said  he 
was  of  the  opinion  that  taking  off  the  whole  duty 
00  salt  would  have  an  injurious  efiect,  A  diier* 
ence  of^  twenty  cents  on  the  bushel  woulci  oper- 
ate very  seriously  on  those' who  bad  already  jluide 
shipments.  It  was  part  of  the  duty  of  a  Legialar 
tor  to  avoid  making  suek  sudden  changes  as  tended 
to  destroy  the  eonldence  of  the  mercantile  world 
in  the  stability  of  the  laws.  Whenever  ohdnges 
were  made,  they  ought,  in  hie  opinion,  to  be  grad-r 
ual.  Ak bough  his  consi  dered  the  general  effeet  of 
this  measore  noost  important,  yet,  by  too  sadden 
an  operation,  it  mi^t  aieot  a' respectable  class  of 
tndividaals  very  injuriously.  He  would  state'the 
efieet  which  he  apprehended  it  would  have.  S'up- 
poSe  the  repeal  inould  take  eflR^t  on  the  first  day 
of  July.  A  cargo  of  salt  ffenerally  averages  about 
four  tnousand  bushels  ^  the  prime  cost  at  Liver- 
pool was  about  eleven  cents  a  bushel.  The  cost  of 
the  cargo  would,  therefore,  be  only  $440 1  the  dut}^ 
would  aniouDt  to  (SQO  i  the  freight,  &c.,  to  about 
(1,000 ;  making  an  aggregate,  of  (3,040,  which 
would  be  the  coat  in  this  country,  on  a  mercantile 
calculation,  supposmg  the  present  duties  to  remain 
in  force.  The  present  price  of  salt  in  this  country 
was  4bout  fifty-three  cents  a  bushel,  which  'would 
produce  something  less  than  $2,240.  The  reason 
of  the  sum  fbr  which  it  Is  sold  being  less  than 
that  it  costs  is,  that  salt  is  merely  made  useof,  .in 
most  cases,  as  a  return  cargo,  'liking  off  the 
duty  of  twenty  cents,  would  reduce  the  pride  to 
thirty-three  cents  a  bushel,  which  would  detract 
$920  from  the  value  of  tlr^  cargo,  and  would  be 
more  than  double  the  prime  cost  c^  the  salt.  To 
^  great  a  reduction,  so  suddenly  made,  Mr.  Q,uin* 
CT  said  he  Qbjected.  He  had^  he  said,  another 
reason  for  b^ing  against  the  section  as  it  stood. 
The  duty  on  salt  was  among  the  duties  pledged 
fot  the  payment  of  the  national  debt.    At  the 


time  this  pledge  was  made,  the  dutv  was  twdve 
cents.  The  additional  duty  of  eignt  cents  was 
afterwards  imposed:  His  object  was,  to  reduce 
the  existing  duty  eigbt  cents,  and  to  let  the  origi- 
nal doty  of  twelve  cents  stand,  at  least,  uatil 
some'  notice  had  been  given  to  the  mercantile 
world.  He  believed  that  a  reduction  of  the  duty 
was  highly  desirahle,  and  would  be  very  popnlar. 
He  might  not,  perha|i8,  object  to  an  entire  repeal 
if  time  were  allowed  him  to  consult  his  constitu- 
ents, some  of  whom  might  possibly  be  ruined  by 
it.  All  things  consideral,  he  thought  it  would  be 
best  to  reduce  the  duty  at  present  eight  cents. 
This  would  leave  Congress  at  liberty,  at  their 
next  session,  to  take  the  entire  repeal  into  con- 
sideratipn,  which  might  be  done,  in  oaae  they  con- 
sidered it  eligible. 

Mr.  J.  Raistdolpb- said  he  should  prefer  the 
taking  off  eight  cents,  rather  than  sonering  the 
duty  to  remain  as  it  stood  at  present;  but  he 
hoped  the  whole  duty  ^ould  be  taken  off.  One 
of  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  to  taking  off 
the  whole  duty  was^that  tlie  merchftnts  who  have 
imported  salt  may  be  injured  bv  it,  and  will  not 
be  able  to  compete  with  those  who  haT^  imported 
it  duty  free.  But  this  argument  operated  two 
ways.  Did  it  not  applv  di&iently  when  the  duty 
on  salt  was  fi^rs^  laiaf  At  that  lime,  the  very 
man  who  now  loses,  gained  in  a  correspondent 
ratio.  To  his  mind,  Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  the  stran- 
gest reason  on  earth,  if  this  nation  wre  in  a  skua 
tidn  to  give  up  all  its  taxes,  that  it  should  be  said 
by  any  gentleman,  don't  repeal  the  laws  imposing 
them,  because'  my  constitueuts,  the  mercnants, 
have  paid  duties  on  some  of  them.  If  so,  your 
taxes,  so  far  from  being  diminished,  may  go  on 
iacrcsasiag  ad  tn/Snituin.  Bttt,  the  tiuib  is,  we 
have  the  same  right  now  to  take  off  the  duty  on 
salt  aa  our  predecessors  had  to  lay  it  on. 

Bat  it  seens  that  the  original  duty  of  twrive 
cents  was  put  into  pledge  for  the  payment  of  the 
natioHal  debt.  We  were  told  the  same  thing  live 
years  afo  when  we  proposed  to  repeal  the  internal 
taxes.  They  were,  howeveir,  repealed  arilhoatany 
violation  of  the  public  faith,  and  wherefore?  The 
nation  has  contracted  a  debt  to  the  pubHe  creditor, 
and  so  long  as^the  Government  finds  funds  where- 
with to  ptiy  it;  the  public  creditor  has  no  right  to 
ask  whether  we  take  It  from  our  coat  or  breeches 
pocket  ?  Whether  from  a  land  ta^,  an  excise,  or 
from  duties  on  imported  articles  ?  The  pledge  on 
our  side  is,  to  find  money.  If,  after  the  lepal  of 
this  duty,  the  ways  and  n>eans  for  the  paymeat  of 
this  debt  are  found  deficient^  I  agr^  that  we  are 
bound  to  make  gbod  the  deficiency.  But  what  do 
we  propose  ?  The  amount  of  the  duty  on  saJr  is 
less  than  (600,000,  and  at.  the  same  time  that  we 
take  this  off,  we  impose  a  duty  which  will  pro- 
duce a  million.  We  take  off  a  ddty  on  a  neces- 
sary of  life,  which  falls  pectiliarly  heavy  on  the 
poor,  and  on  agriculture,  and  lay  an  ad  valorem 
datjr  on  gauze,  catgut,  and  the  Lord  knows  vhat, 
which  produces  from  three  to  five  thousand  dol- 
lars more. 

Mr.  ^niNCT  asked  whether  a  duty  which  pio- 
duced  #850,000,  a  year,  which  was  limited  to  the 
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•nd  of  the  next  dessioo,  and  which  was  not  pledged 
to  the  payiaent  of  the  national  debt^  could  be  con- 
sidered as  equivalent  to  a  permanent  d«ty  of  half 
a  million,  imposed  <hy  an  act  wiiicb  eoold  not  be 
repealed  until  the  debt  was  paid?  He  did  not, 
think  the  new  tax  was  a  substitvte  of  equal  ralne, '' 
and  he  consideved  it  one  of  tbe^  objects  of  nhis 
bill  to  ffet  rid  of  tbe  pledfe  to  pay  tbie  debt. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  felt  disposed  to  give  -every  credit 
to  gentlemen  m  tbeir  professions  of  regard,  to- 
warns  ihe  pjablic  debL  The  answer  <o  the  ob^ 
}«otion  was  this:  AeerSaiin  fiiiid,ansing^m  the 
impost,  was  pledged  toi  the  pavment  ai^  miercst 
xxf  the  dett.  An  act  bad  passed  thelast  Congress 
XDcreasiog  the  fiand  appropriated  for  this  purpose, 
from  $7,200,000  to  98^000,000..  If  the  duty  dn 
salt  wtas  net  a  component  part  of  this  eum/the 
•obiectioa  of  gentlemen  was  fveile.  Now  it  was 
a  fact,  that,  so  much  as  thb  sum  was  diminished 
hy  taking  off  the  |5dO,O0O  arising  from  tbe  doty 
an  salt,  so  much  was  it  increased  byHhe  other 
■duty  proposed  to  be  laid  by  this  act.  So  long  as 
tbe  taxes  pledged  exceeded  eight  millioDf,  the 
-Gk»yenuiTent  saeredly  regards  their  ^ngaffements. 
As  an  answer  to  all  the  sensibility  disp&yed  by 

Sntlemen  for  the  public -faith,  permit  me,  said 
r.  C  to  refer  them  to  a'  resolution  proposed  in 
tbe  seventh  Congress,  on  the  25th  of  January, 
1802,  dnstruetittg  the  Committee  ^f  Way^  and 
Means  to  inquire  into  the  expedtency  of  taking 
tiffj  or  reducing,  the  duty  on  brown  sugar,  coffe^ 
and  bohea  tea.*  Another  objection  urged  by  gen- 
tlemen is,  the  effect  of  this  bill  on  t6e  merebants. 
-There  is  no  doubt  that,  in  consequence  of  it,  the 
pdoe  of  salt  will  fail;. but,  womUl  not  tbfis ^bave 
been  tbe^ftcton  bohea  tea,  bad  tbeir  oeastute 
been  saecessfoi?    The  effect,  however,  will  be 
fftadaffl,  and  tbeie  will  beWt  little  loss  sustained 
oyany  one  in  dividual^  as  tbenriee  will  begin  to 
fall  ininEfeedifttely  on  taking  off  tbe  tliHy .   I  believe 
it  is  not  a  material  enror  to  say,  tbat  tbe  traffic  is 
prettv-  loncb  in  tbe  bandsof  those  men  wIm> e»- 
joyed  it  iwbenthe  duty  was.  laid  ^  and  if  so,  those 
mtko-naw  lose,  will  only  lose  as  mpch  as  tbev  be- 
lose  MfDed.    I  hope  tbe  blank  iif  tbe  bill  will  be 
so  filW  A8  to.  gi«e  six  taonths  noiio?  of  the/im- 
|io«tion  of  the  duty. . 

Mr.  X«vo«.*^When  tbis  aroposition  ibr  «Dm< 
mntiag  tbe  •Meditorfaneaa  tunfl  for  Ike  sak  tax 
was  first  itttroduoed.  r  thengbt  favorably  of  it. 
I  haTe  Always  viewei  ithe  iuty  on^salt  among  tbe 
most  op{>reesive  tases  inTisntedtbyuaa,  although, 
alnce  Im  purchase  of,  Louisiana,  rtiepeople  I  have 
tlie  Ikoikor  to  represent  are  no  lopger  batdened 
with,. that  «UK,  and  the  revenue  derived  from  it, 
when  iteieaeefe,  must  be  ma^egood  by  bordeaing, 
in  some  way  or  other,  my  ofNistitneats..  I  vdted 
far  cocoaaitting  the  "propositiod ;  bat  sir,. when  I 
tefleot  on  the  mubject,  and  inquire  from  whence 


comes  fbis  proposition,  I  aw*  compelled  to  hesit- 
ate, to  look  at  it  again  and  again,  and  ask,  (I  will 
say  it  in  plain  Bn^ish,)  wbenoe  comes  thistbing  ? 
What  is  iti  May  it  not  be  a  gilded  pill,  with,  a 
Tcry  fair  outside,  bat  eoBtaiaing  rancorous  poi- 
son within  1  Wnenl  answer  to  myself  tbe  ques- 
tion, wheve  it  cosms  from  1  I  am  oliilifsd  to  say, 
9th  Coir.— 34 


sir,  it  comes  from  a  gentleman  (M&  J.  Randolph) 
who,  in  the  presence  of  this  llouse,  and  of  the 
whole  ni|tion,  has  decJared  himself  an  enemy  to 
ike  present  Administration  ;  one  who  has  declared 
that  his  opposition  to  that  Administcation  should 
dease  only  with  his  breath.  And  what  has  been 
the  conduct  of  that  gentleman  on  this  same  aah- 
jeot,  (the  sglt  tax,)  while  he  was  a  iriend  to  th^ 
Administration  ?  A  fwe^posilioA  was  brought  foih 
wtardf  nod  long  mt^.  by  another  gea:draMii,  a 
gfsuilenMn  fsem  New  York,  ai&d  <Hfte  whom  I  very 
-much  lespeot,  (Mr.  Tbomab;)  but,  says  4he.ge»- 
llemaa  from  Virginja,  I  have  thought  of  dbe  sab- 
jnQtj  the  Speaker  and  myself  hpive  talked  jit  o^^ev, 
aad  it  will  not  do^  we  ought  not  now  to  act  upon  it 
This  was  sitffieieBi,  for,  at  that-  time,  it  was  iar 
deed,  a  knook-^em-*down  affgument.  What  'was 
tbe  cQfifduet  of  the  gen^eman^from  Virgiaia  ia 
1602^ -when  a  niotionwias  before  the.  House -lor 
instetietiog  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  (he  doty 
on  salt  1  .  He  w)ould  not  suffer  the  question  to  be 
put, .  end  u(^d  the .  previoas  question ;  and  ao 
nuiiEhopposd'teshe  to  touching  the  salt  tax^thiit 
he  iixjttdi<^iousiy  called  4he  member  feom  :Ddlai- 
waxe  (Air.  Bataad)  to  order,  when  speaking 
agi^nst  the  ptevioafl. question.    Injudiciously,  I 


tmy,  because  the  Speaker  thought  so,  and  the 
Journal  says  the  Speaker's  opinion  was  oonfinued 
by.  the  House.  If,  sir,  I  was  opposed  to  tbe  per- 
,sons  to  whom  the  Executive  luanch  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernaient  is  intrusted,  and  was  possessed  of  what 
is  called  by  apme  talents,  wi&out  consistencr) 
witliout  palviotism,  and  without  segard  to  trutki 
J  wonld  endeavor  to  wreneb  firom  the  JLxecutive 
the  means  of  pasnag  off  tiie  national  debt,  and 
then  I  would  e»ilaim  acainst  tbe  Eawcutive  £ox  not 
doine  it.  I  would -take  irom  them  the  means  of 
fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors,  abd  of  defcndiaff 
the  commerce  of  the  nation,  and^  'then  I  would 
enooturage  another  set  ^  of  the  enemies  of  tbe  fixr 
eouitive  to  make  an  uproar  about  the  proteetion  of 
cwntneroe,  and  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  nar 
tioa,. while  i  bawled  out  let  eommerce  defend  iCr 
se^*,  and^oppeeed,  by  ever^  art  in  my  power,  etren 
the  naieamof  their  obtaining,  by  n^otlation,  any 
J]  redkess  for  the  grievances  complained  of.  Bii^ 
.1  maty  be  told,  sir^  that  this  mdahsuie  comes  lo- 
eemtneaded '  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Is  not  the  chairman  of  that  cemtnittae 
(Mr.  J^RiisiDQi.Ba)  the  verymember  who  told  Ms 
afewdaysjigo  that  the  Hornet  could  not  sail  for 
the  what  of  a  sttagiia  her  lail*HEbr  want  of  a  land 
breeae^and  bad  the  haxdibood  to  iasiottate  to  us, 
thsit  he  had  kept, back  the  navy  appropriatioasi  ia 
order  to  defeat  the  wall  of  the  eonstiiotad  antbor- 
ities  of  the  nation,  respecting  tbe  pnrcbase  of  the 
Flocidas  ?  I  do  not  speait  of  this  insinualien .  on 
tbe  .bflure  evidence  of  my  own  ears,  or  my  Own 
understanding;  many  Gentlemen  who  were  pres- 
ent, have  assuf ed  me  thev  uad^rsto^d  the  insinu- 
ation as  I  did.  *I  am  well  aware  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  has  condescended  to  excul- 
pttte  himself  on  tbe  score  of  holding  back  the  ap- 
propriations, and. in  a  way  that  lotted  mare  like 
awkWrdnM  thai|  anything  I  ever  saw  done  by 
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that  gentleman.  I  am  well  aware  that  be  has  en- 
deavored to  get  round  the  iosinuation  that  I  speak 
of,  hut  I  have  set  all  this  doWn  on  the^ame  side 
of  the  book  of  my  memorv  that  I  do  many  other 
things  which  come  from  cne  same  quarter. 

Since  the  proposition  fqr  substituting  the  Med- 
iterranean fund  was  proposed  in  this  House,  a 
Message  has  been  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  informing  us  that  the  Tunisian 
Ambassador  has  made  a  demand  of  tribute,  on  the 
refusal  of  which  he  has  declared  that  war  must 
ensue,  which  tribute  has  been  refused,  so  that  we 
have  a  Tunisian  war  on  hand.  Believing,  as  I 
now  do,  sir,  that  the  Mediterranean-  fund  is  want- 
ed for  the  same  use  it  was  originally  create, 
namely,  the  keeping  up  the  force  necessary  to  r^- 
pel  the  Barbary  Powers,  it,  therefore,  cannot  be 
considered  as  a  substitute  for  the  salt  tax ;  and 
determined,  as  I  am,  not  to^  withhold  the  means 
from  an  Executive  that  I  confide  in,  an  Execu- 
tive m(H*e  popular  than  any  who  have  ever  had 
the  guidance  of  the  affairs  t)f  this  nation,  and.  in 
my  opinion,  most  deserving;  however  muck  I 
Wish  to  redi|ce  or  altogether  do  away  the  duty  on 
salt,  I  will  not  vote  for  it  until  I  can  fairly  see 
that  so  much  of  the  revenue  as  it- produces  has 
become  unnecessary,  or  until  I  see  a  substitute, 
until  I  see,  in  an  unequivocal  manner,  an  equal 
portion  of  revenue  coming  into  the  Treasury  from 
another  quarter  less  burdensome  to  the  pooret 
aort  of  people.  Let  me  see  gentlemen  bring  for- 
ward a  bill  laying  additional  duties  on  green  teas, 
on  high  priced  wines,  on  cambrics,  on  laces,  on 
talks,  on  china  ware,  and  on  high  priced  linens 
and  woollens,  which  will  be  an  equivalent  tojAie 
duty  on  salt,  with  a  section  at  the  bottom  repeal- 
ing the  duty  on  «alt,  and  I  will  surely  vote  for  it. 
But,  I  conclude,  the  gentlemen  will  not  have 
time,  within  the  two  or  three  days  they  have 
l^iven  themselves  to  stay,  to  investigate  tne  sulr- 
ject  properly.  I,  for  myself,  wonder  why  gentle- 
men, who  feel  so  much'  interested  in  this  subject, 
had  not  concerted  to  bring  the  thing  forward  ear- 
-lier.  There  certainly  has  been  time. enough;  1 
cannot  think  it  can  receive  due.attention  at  this 
time,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  brought  forward  earlier 
in  the  next  session.  I  really,  sir,  should  not  dare 
to  go  home  and  tell  iny  constituents  that  I  had 
Toted  for  a  measure  which- was  calculated  toleare 
the  Treasury  without  the  means  of  enabling  the 
Executive  to  discharge  all  the  engagements  of 
the  Government.  To  the  present  Executive  the 
Western  people  impnte  their  beins  relieved  from 
tbe  odious  and  most  troublesome  of  a|ll  taxes— the 
Mamp  act  and  the  excise  act.  The  present  Ex- 
ecutive they  consider  as  an  inseparable  barrier, 
^between  them  and  land  Uxes  and  sedition  laws. 
iTo  support  that  Executive  is  theii' main  object 
I  at  present  in  electing  members  of  Congress;  So 
'popular  is  the  present  Administration  in  Ken- 
tucky, that  the  most  influential  man  in  that  State 
could  not,  after  deserting  the  Administration, 
much  less  after  having  vowed  his  opposition 
should  cease  only  with  his  breath, get  an  hundred 
Totes  for  member  of  Congress*  . 

Whoever  a  man,  who  has  be^n  soapected  of  fed- 


eralism, offers  there  as  a  candidate,  the  first  ihinr 
he  says  in  his  circular  letter  is,  that  her  is  a  frieiid 
to  the  present  wise  and  virtuous  Administration, 
and  he  pledges  himself  ta  support  the  Executive. 
I  am  apprehensive  that  the  present  Executive  is 
as  popular  in  some  other  .States  as  in  Kentucky, 
and  that  the  election  screw,  if  I  may  be  permit- 
ted to  use  the  phraseology  of  another  member 
from  Virginiaj  (Mr.  Clark,)  so  much  talked  of 
in  this  House,  will  squeeze  Somegentlemen  as  flat 
as  a  pancake,  before  the  first  of  May,  1807.  I  am 
sorry,  sir,  to  nave  occasion  to  say  so  much  about 
{the  Executive.  It  is  well  known  to  every  geo- 
tleman,  that  I  vote  as  independently  as  any  man; 
but,  sir,  I  have  had  3ome  small  share  in  enecting 
jthe. change  which  brought  forward  the  present 
^men  «nd  ibeasures.  I  have  never  repented  of  it ; 
feel  interested  in  their  success,  and  86  Jong  as 
ley  promote  the  interest  of  the  nation,  with  the 
me  share  df  wisdom  and  energy  they  have  done, 
hey  shall  not  want  for  the  smali  mite  of  support 
~^bich  I  can  give  them  in  their  executive  tunc- 
ions.  I  can  view  this  business,  brought  iorward 
[at  this  time,  in  no  other  light,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, than  ^n  inefiectual  grasp  at  populari- 
ty,, and  an  attempt  to  embarrass  the  Government. 
I  shall,^  therefore,  oppose  it  in  every  ^tage  of  its 
progress; 

Mr.  BiDWELL  said  that,  on  a  subject  ao  intea- 
esting,  and  which  had  been  viewed  in  several 
lights  by  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  offennff  a  few  ideas. 
One  o'bjeciion  to  the  measure,  which  had  been 
fully  answered,  was)  that  the  repeaf  of  tbh  duty 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  public  faith.    If,  after 
the  taking  off  this  duty,  there  was  not  a  fidl  and 
complete  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
creditor,  there  .m^ht  be  some  weight  in  this  ob- 
jection; but,  as  tbere  was  a  full  and  eomplele 
provision,  that  circumstance  furnished  a  aiifficieat 
answer.    Another  objection  was^  that  the  repeal 
would  operate  ii^uriously  to  the  mercantile  inter- 
ests.   This  apphed  more  to  the  time,  than  tbe 
thing.-    He  was  aware  that  any  change  which 
affected  the  commerce  of  the  country;  ought  not 
to  be  Jostantaoieoua,  as  it  might  affect  exi^img 
speculations;  therefore,  when  the  question  was 
on  filling  the  blank  in  the  bill«  he'shoold  be  in  fa- 
vor of  a  day  considerably  distant.    A  duty  oa  salt 
was  considered  by  everybody  as  an  iojurioos  and 
burdensome  tax,  and  the  only  aerioua  question  he 
had  ever  had  oa  the  subject^  was,  at  what  time  it 
would  be  safe  to  discontinue  it.    It  appeared  to 
him  that  this  was  a  convenient  time.    Being  a&t- 
istied  of  this,  he  should  vole  for  it,  and  agaioat 
the  motion  to  strikeout  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the 
section.  ^  He  believed  not  only  the  gennrai  ex- 
pectation of  the  revenue  would  justify  the  repeal, 
but  that  it  would  operate  in  a  s^utary  manner  oa 
all  classes  of  the  community.    It  was  bttrdenecNike 
in  the  interioc,  more  so  than  on  the  seaboard  ;  and 
it  was  on  the  agricultural  interest  that  the  prin- 
cipal weight  fell;  it  had  been  cl^eerfully  borne 
o.oly  iinder  the  impreasloA  that,  as  soon  as  cir- 
cumstances would  lustify,  it  would  be  repealed. 
Mr.  Dama  8a«dy  that  if  gentlemen  were  disposed 
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to  diminish  the  reFepue,  to  screw  up  the  Govern- 
ment)  and  if  tber  were  natisfied  the  Administra- 
tion could  get  vrong  without  this  tax,  it  would 
weigh  much  io  his  miad  in  favor  ef  repeal ;  and^ 
98  they  were  disfxjised  to  grapple  with  difficulties 
and^in  {popularity., he  believed  he  would.gratify 
them  by  voting  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  CltiNCT  said,  he  opposed  such  an  ezcesshre 
reduction  of  ttiis  duty  at  once,  not  only  on  the 

Sounds  he  had  stated,  but  on  other  grounds.  In 
assacbusetts,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston, 
very  extensive  manufactories  of  salt  had  been  es- 
tablishfed,  under  the  idea  that  the  duty  would  be 
continued.  The  immediate  effect  of  this  measure 
might  be  to  destroy  ahd  ruin  them. 

Mr.  Elmer  was  opposed  to  both  motions  under 
consideration.  It  was  no  good  reason  for  contin- 
uing a  tax,  because  murticular  individuals  would 
be'injured  by  its  repekl^as  th^y  knew,  at  the  time 
they  entered  on  the  business,  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  off  the  tax,  tad  the  probability 
that  they  would  do  it  as  soon  a^  the  public  exi-. 

fencies  would  admit.    He  shotifd  gi verbis  voice 
ecidedlv  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as  it  bad  always 
been,  fnnis  opinion,  a  desirable  object,  #hen  it 
could  be  done  with  safety,  to  dispense  wjth  the 
\tax :  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the 
^GovernmQBt,it  could  be  safely  dispensed  with,  he 
i  thought  it  ought  qOw  to  be  done. 
I '    The  House  divided  on  Mr.  Lton's  motion,  to 
strike  out  the  first  section,  which  was  disagreed 
to — yea  1. 

Mr.  dniircT's  motion  to  amend  the  section  was 
likewise  disagreed  to  without  a  division. 

On  motionof  Mr.  J.  Randolph,  the  blank,  rel- 
ative to  the  time  when  thedutv  was  to  tAke  effect, 
was 'filled' with  the  first  day  or  October. 

The  third  ^BectioD  was  then  read,  which  conr 
tinned  the  Mediterranean  fund  till  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

Mr.  Alston  observed  that,  f^om  the  present  ap- 
pearance of  things,  he  did  not  think  it  advisable 
that  this  section  fhouid  remain  as  it  was,  as  in  six 
or  eieht  months  they  woirtd  have  again  the  same 
ground  to  travel  over.  His  object  was  perma- 
aently  tosub^titbte  the  Mediterranean.fudd  for  the 
salt  lax.'  He  h^d  tio  objection  to  make  the  ex- 
change; to  take  off  the  perpetual  tax  on  salt,  and 
kty  it  on  these  articles.  He  thought. there  was 
no  dangerin  trusting  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
the  di^ontinnance  of  theaetimposinj;  them;  and 
that  as  long  as  thece  w^s  a  necessity  for  taxes, 
th^se  aubjeots  of  taxation  were  as  unexceptiona- 
ble as  any  that  could  be  laid;  •  When  they  were 
aboot  to  strike  so  deeply  at  the  revenue,  they 
ought  to  be  certain  that  the.  substitute  offered 
would  justify  the  measure.  For  these  reasons  he 
subraitrrd  a  motion  to  make  the  Mediterranean 
fund  perpetual.  He  thought  this  expedient,  as 
the  tax  on  s^^t  was  perpetual,  and  the  substituted 
ta^  was  not  so  certaia  as  that  on  salt.  -  With  re- 
gard to  the  one,  very  little  variation  could  take 
place ;  while  the  other  might  materially  change 
with  the  times. 

On  this  motion  the  Committee  divided— yeas 


36,  nays  60 — when  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill. 

The  House  immediately  took  the  report  into 
consideration.  i 

After  a  short  conversation,  the  amendment  of 
the  Committee  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  first  sec- 
tion with  the  first  of  October,  was  carried  with- 
out a  division. 

Mr.  CRQWNiNBHiBLn  then  moved  to  amend  the 
last  sectioR,  so  as  to  continue  the  Mediterranean 
fui^d  for  three  years.  He  said  that  the  duty  on 
salt  fell  with  ipeculiar  hardship  on  those  who  were 
obliged  to  consume  it,  either  in  providing  for  their 
families  or  cattle.  It  amounted  to  two  hundred 
per  cent,  on  .the  value  of  this  article.  As  there 
was  not  a  more  oppressive  tax  in  the  country,  he 
had  always  wished  to  see  Che  revenue  in  sucn  a 
situation  as  to  justify  its  repeal.  He  thought  this 
was  the. case  at  present,  as  he  was  indirectly  in- 
formed that  Ibe  revenue  for  the  present  year  would 
exceed,  by  a  million,  the  amount  at  which  it  had 
been  calculated.  He  was,  however,  of  opinion 
that  it  became  the  Goverpment,  in  the  present 
postnjre  pf  affairs,  to  continue  the  Medilerraneaii 
fund  for  two  or  three  years. 

Mr.  J.  Randolph  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  be  agreed  to.    It  would  be  remembered  that 
the  right  of  giving  the  public  money  was  the 
sole  exclusive  right  of  that  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture; and  that  when  they  made  grants  for  a  long 
term  of  year^,  it  would  not«depend.on  them  alone 
whether  they  should  be  revoked.    In  his  opinion, 
if  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  prac- 
tised on  its  true  principles,  that  House  ought  not 
to  give  the  public  money  out  of   its  controL 
There  was  no  existing  cause  for  continuing  thb 
fund  fofr  three  years,  or  for  a  longer  period  than 
that  contemplated  by  the  bill.    During  the  next 
session  there  would  be  a  better  view  of  the  re- 
sources and  expenditures  presented;  and  it  might 
then  be  determined  what  arrangements  were  ne- 
cessary for  providing  the  ways  and  means  for 
paying  the  interest  and  principal  on  the  Florida 
stock.    If  it  were  contemplatea  by  gentlemen  to 
continue  this  fund-  to  eke  out,  and  by  anticipation 
to  provide  foi^  the  defalcation  of  that  day,  be  was 
liot  disposed  to  five  his  consent  to  such  a  mea- 
sure.   Let  gentlemen  then  devise  the  ways  and 
means  for  tbe'additional  expenses  they  may  have 
incurred.  It  is  not  a  true  principle,  s^ld  Mr.  K.,  for 
this  branch  to  vote  money  in  this  ^y:  I  was 
going  to  say  ad  infinitum.    Let  ittTecoIlect  how 
the  additional  duty  only  on  salt  was  laid.    Eight 
or  ten  years  ago  it  was  proposed  to  lay  a  duty  of 
so  manv  cents  on  salt,  wbfch  failed;  afterwards, at 
the  heel  of  a  session,  when  there  was  a  thin  HousCi 
it  was  proposed  to  lay  an  additional  duty  of  eight 
cents.  This  propositioq  succeeded.  I  had  the  honor 
of  being  a  member  when  the  law  passed  for  contin- 
uing this  duty  for  ten  years.    I  do  not  now,  and  I 
trust  in  God  I  never  shall  forget  the  circumstan- 
ces, attending  this  measure.  1  held  lyp  my  hands 
against  it  as  an  oppressive  tax,  and  said  I  hoped 
the  time  would  come  when  it  would  be  taken  off. 
That  time  has  come.    Let  us  not  now,  und^r  the 
pretence  of  taking  off  half  #  millioii|  bduig  roiuid 
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tbe  Beck  of  the  people  a  duty  of  nearly  doiti4e  the 
amount.  So  that  tne  GoverDment  gets  the  mo- 
ney they  care  not  from  whose  pbckets  they 
take  it.  The  question  now  is,  is  this  House  in  a 
dtate  of  pupiiflge?  Will  we  not  be  at 'the  next 
session  ^s  able  to  say  this  fund  shall  be  continued, 
as  we  are  now?  It  is  proposed  Co  continue  this 
tax  for  three  years ;  but  what  reason  have  we  to 
legislate  for  the  tenth  House  of  Representatives  ? 
Suppose  they  declare  it  oppressive  and  pass  a  5ilL 
kft  its  repeal,  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
will  sena  it  back  with  a'^yil  message  that  t^iey 
have  postponed  it  to  the-  next  session  of  Congress. 
It  is  true  that  we  have  some  check  in  making  ap- 
propriations;  but  appropriations  have  become  a 
matter  of  form,  or  less  than  the  shadow  of  a  shade,^ 
a  mere  cobweb  of  defence  against  expenditures. 
Yon  hwe  fixed  lioaits,  but  the  expenditure  ex- 
ceeds the  appropriation  $  and  those  who  disburse 
lb«  inoDey,  are  Ijke  a  saticy  boy  who  knows  that 
his  grandfather  will  gratify  him,  and  over-riias 
the  sum  allowed,  him  at  pleasure.  As  to  appro- 
priations I  have  no  faith  ii^  them.  We  have  seen 
that  so  long  as  there  is  money  in  the  Treasury, 
there  is  no  defence  against  its .  expenditure. 
There  is  one  mode  of*  defence,  seized  in  happy 
times,  to  sequester  in  the  hands  of  a  particular 
body  so  much  of  tl^e  revenue  as  -to  leave  but  a 
scanty  surplus  to  the  Executive  departments;  but 
if  this  system  is  shaken  by  voting  vast  sutas  be- 
yond the  ordinary  expenditures,  there  is  an  end 
to  economy. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Crown- 
iifSHiBLD's  motion,  which  was  disagreed  4o-— 
ayes  28.  When  the  question  was  taken  on  engros- 
sing the  billj  which  was  carried— ayes  83. 


Thursday,  April- 17. 

A  message  from,  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,,  entitled  ^An 
act  further  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
TOads,  and  for  otherpurposes,"  with  several  ahiend- 
ments ;  to  whi<^h  they  desire  vthe  concurrence  of 
this  House.  The  Senate  have  passed  u  bill,  enti- 
tled ^'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles 
and  cMms  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 
and  the  District  of  Lou isianay  and  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  aet  in  addition  to^the  act  establishing  a  Mint, 
and  Tegukiting  the.  coins  of  the  Unite4  Slates ;" 
to  which  they  "desire  the  concurrenee  of  this 
Honse. 

On  motion  .of  Mr.  E  Lf , 

jReto^t/,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  take  effectual  measures  to 
cause  the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol  to  be  pre- 

Cl  for  (he  accommodation  of  the  House  pf 
esen'tatives,  hj  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Ely  and  Mr.  DAWBt)N  were  appointed  a 
eommittee  ta  present  the  aforegoing  resolution  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the -Cherokee  In- 


dians, concluded  at  Washington  on  the  seventh 
day  of  January  last,  for  the  cession  of  their  riekt 
to  the  tract  of  country  therein  described.  The 
Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  conven- 
tion transmitted  therewith,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  that  the  House  do 
come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

£e$olved,  That  proviaipn  <laght  to  foe  made  Ibr  «ha 
better  piotoction  of  the  commerce  and  le^men  of  the 
United  States  against  aggressions  and  outngea  in  the 
seas  of  the  West  Indies. 

Reaohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  pro^de  far  MgalaW 
ing  the  conduct  of  such  merchant  Vessels  as,  by  agree- 
ment of  the  respective  owners,  may  sail  in  concert  for 
mutual  assistance  and  defence  in  tfny  lawiiil  oommeFoe ; 
and,  also,  for  setiling,  according  to  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding in  Courts  of  Admiralty,  the  rei^»eclife  rales  ef 
contribution  to  be  made  between  them,  en  aoeosnt  (tf 
any  loss  or  damage  which  may  be  thereli^  if  oared. 

Re$olved,  Tliat,  for  the  encouragement  and  eecori^ 
of  seamen  of  the  United  Sutes,  i(  is  ezpedi«it  to  mdke 
provision, '^at  registered  skills  or  vessels  which  maybe 

-employed  Jn  voyages  to  foreign^  ports,  after  the 

day  of  — '—  next,  shall  not  i^ontinue  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits and  privileges  appertaining  to  ships  or  veflsels  of  the 
United  States,'  unless  some  proportion  of  the  msnnen 
on  board  the  same  shall  be  dtixens  of  the  United 
States.. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-mprrow. 

.Hhe  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  motion  of 
the  fourth  instant,  viz : 

Betolved,  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  procure  ihmi  the 
several  States,  and  present  to  (his  House,  at  their  next 
session,  a  I^t  of  the  invalid  pensioners  who  have  been 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  lespedive  States, 
during  the  late  Revolutionary  war  with  Gteat  Britain, 
nofting  particularly,  as  ftir  as  the  same  aaay  be  practi- 
cable. Whether  such  pensioners  seprved  in  the  mililia,  or 
in  the  line  of  the  Army ;  and,  also,  the  mMitiily  nm 
allowed  to  each  pensioner :"  " 

And  the  said  resolution  being  agfain  twiee  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  was,  on  the  question  pat  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.JoHM  Ramdolpb,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meatus,  presentad  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  carrying  into  efiect  a  treaty  wim  the 
Cherokee  tribs  or  Indians ;  wh»h  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  this 
day.  I       •      • 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  •mcod- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  die  bill,  eatilied 
^'An  act  further  to  alter  and  establish  oertain  poet 
To^ds,  and  for  other  purposes  :**  Whereupon, 

€h'dered,  That  the  said  amendments,  logeAer 
with  the  bill,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  th^ 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonned  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  eotitled  ^Aa 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indiaa 
tribes,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  d«slie 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  th6  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  aad  reg- 
uiating  the  coins  of  the  United  otales,"  was  read 
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twiee,  amd  oommitted  to  a  .Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morTow. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^^Aa  act 
sUpplemeotary  u>  the  aet,  entitled  ^An  act  for  as- 
certftifiiDg  ani -adjiisting  the  titles  and  ekime  to 
kad  within  the  Territory  of  Orleane,  aad  the  Disk 
triet'of  Louisiana/' was  read  twiee,  and  referred 
tp^he  Gommvttee  on  the  Ptiblie  Lande. 

The  House  res&lVed  itself  into  a  Coipmittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  makiDg-  s(ppro]»riattons  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
tribe  of  Indians.  The  bill  was  reported  Vi^thont 
amendment,  and  wa;?  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Saturday  next*. 

Oa  motion  of  Me.  Yarnum,  tHat  the  Hofuse  do 
come  to  the  following  rteolutioo?: 

JUatiktdt  Thttt  it  ia  axpedieiit  ta  Biake  j«e«isioB, 
hy  law>  Ibc  dlowing  the  auUlaiy  commtadiinte,  ep- 
pamled  undcar  an  act»  entitled  ''An  act  Ibr  erecting 
Xoiiiaiana  iMtotmo  Temtociet^  and  ptovidii^  for  t&e 
tamporary  Govemnnent  theeeef/*  three  vkoathii'.  pay, 
after  tik»  tamu  ibr  whkh  they  were  appointad  ahaU 
faav»  expired,  to  eaahfa  then  to  zeium  to  their  eeiveral 
hoaaM»  Bzcept^  rach  ef  theai  m  shall  al  that  thae 
have  beea'  appotated  to  soma  otbar  office  under  the 
Go^erameat  of  the  Umted  S^a^e^ia  the  Territoiy  of 
Louisiana. 

The  question  was taheiL that  the  House  do  a^ree 
to  the  said  resolution,  and  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  order 'of  the  day,  lor  the 
House  to  resoWe  itself  into  a^^Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  bill' supplementary  to  ai^  act, 
entitled  ''An  act.  more  effectuallj  to  provide  for 
the  organization  of  tne  militia  ot  the  District  of 
Columbia.'^  be  Dostpdned  inde§nitely. 

On  motion  ot  Mr^  Fisk,  that  the  House  do  cOme 
to  the  following  resotution':         , 

Itesohcd,  That  the  derk  of  thia  Houae  be  author- 
iaed  and  direeted  to  pay,  owt  of  the  coatingeiit  fond  oi 
tlie  aaid  House,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dalVae  to. 
Nathaniel  Gregory  and  Saikiuel  Borch,  eadi,  two  fsi 
the.eDgresaiBg-GJevka  in  his  office,  in  conadenlien  of 
ektra  aervieea  parlbniied  by  theaa  dnriag  the  last  aaa- 
■ion  of  GotigTeaa,  the  like  sum*  having  been  granted  to 
William  Lambert  and  Jociah  W»  mng»  die  other  OUa^ 
-mho  aerred  in  the  officii  of  the  aaid  Clarh  at  that  time. 

Ondered,  That  the  said  motion  lie  on  thetahle. 

The  House  reaoW^  itself  in  to  .a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  in^  addition  to  an  aot^  enti- 
tled '^Aa  act  suppkmentajEy  to  the  act  proTiding 
for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  hud  for  other 
porpoaea;"  and,  after  some  time  spent  theceia,  (he 
Committee  roee  and  had  leave  to  sit  agaia» 

POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Mr.  Ci«4BK,  from  the  committee,  who  were  ap-: 
pointed  on  the  2lit  of  March,  to  in(^uire  into  the 
conduot  ofi Gideon  Granger,  rostmaster  General 
of  the  United  States,  and  report  whether,  in  their 
opinion,  the  said  Gideon  Granger  has  so  acted,  in 
his  oapacity  of  Postmaster  Genera},  as  to  require 
the  interposition  of  the  Constitutional  powers  of 
jlhis  House,  submit  the^ following  report: 

«  That  the  committee^  wil^outMosa  af  time,  engaged' 
in  the  duties  aaaigned  them,  and  have  made  some  pro- 
gress therein.    It  was. the  sincere  desire  of  the  com-, 
mittee  that  the  inquiry  should  be  concluded  during  the 


pxeaeat  session,  as'well  as  the- wish  of  the  Poetmaster 
General ;  but  from  the  distance  and  dispersed  situation 
of  the  witnesses,  whose  testimony  was  deemed  neces- 
sary, and  the  appitoaching  doae  of  the  session,  it  is 
found  impracticable.  While  the  committee  regret  the 
situatiaa  of  a  public  officer  laboring  under  the  siispfr- 
dous  appearauea  of  a  Constitutional  scrutiny  into  hie 
condjact,  jet  in  a  GoTemment  like  oars,  where  watch- 
fuhieaa  of  men  in  office  is  the  surest  guarantee  of 
the  preservation  of  the  liberty  of  the  people,  the  puh- 
lie  ihnctioiianes  must  yield  their  feeluigs  to  the  gen- 
eral benefit,  and  endure  a  temporary  ihconvenience  as 
an  honorable  sacrifice  to  the  freedom  .of  our  institutions. 

''That a  hasty  and  premature  result  is  less  to  be  da* 
sired  on  the  part  of  an  officer  supported  by  a  conscious- 
ness of  the  integrity  of  bis'  conduct,  than  the  suspen- 
sion of  an  Inquiry  that  may  terminate  in  a  8atisfact(»T 
reftitatioB  of  charges^  which,  ontbe  part  of  the  aecuaed, 
are  affirmed  to  be  without  foandatbn,  the  fomnsttee 
have  no  heakaCkm  in  beheving. 

*<  Jtutico  to  the  pahlie  as  well  as  ta  tha  tndiiridnal 
Mqairea  a  thorough  investigation,  *whidi  is  found  te  be 
impossible  before  tba  final  adjeornmcnL 

''The  committeor  therelb^  reeoBtmaad  a  poatpona* 
meat  of  the  tether  inquiry  ifatil  the  next  ieasissi  ef 
-Ctogreaa." 

Otdered  to-lie  on  thetable. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  hill  supplMuemtaiy  to  the  aet^  entitled  "An 
act  mahtBff  proFision  fos  the  redemption  oi  the 
whole  of  the  puMie  debt  of  the  United  Stftfea" 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Taxjlmadob  moved  to  postpone  thia  hiB 
iodefiDttely,  and  supported  the  motion  in  a  speech 
of  considerable  hn^n. 
*  Mr.  J.  Clat  replied. 

When  the  yeas  and  nay^  were  taken-^yeas  49| 
nays  45,(and  the  moti^on,  consequently,  obtained. 

Yi;Mr-JoaBph  BaiiMr,^  Baniabas  Bidwell,  Jolm 
Chandlec,  Matthew  CUy,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob 
Qrowaini^eld*  Richard  Cutia,  Samuel  W.  Bana^  Eua 
Darby,  John  Daneoport^jamior,  James  Elliot,  Caleb 
EUia,  Ehaaeaer  Ehneri  WiUiam  Ely,  WiUiam  Find^, 
James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Bilaa  Habey,  Seth  Hwtiags,  David  Hough, 
John  O.  Jackaoa,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  junief» 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion^i  Josiah  Masters,  Jona- 
than 0.  Moaely,  Jeremiah  Nel^n,  Gideo^  Ohn,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior,  John  Pugh»  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
RusselU  Thomas  SammomL. Mtotih  G.  Schuneman, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Samuel 
Taggwrt,  BenjaminrTaRmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  DariA 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thoimen,  Uri  Tiacy^  Joseph 
B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Robert  WhitehiU. 

NAT8-~Bvan  AlexaiMer,  Willis  Alston,  jua.,  Baa- 
well  Bassett,  Gkeorge  M.  Bedmger,  Jolm  Blake^  jaaiai» 
Thomas  Blount^  Robert  Brown»  Levi  Casey,  John 
Claibemei  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  John  Clo^ 
ton,  Leonard  Covington,  John  Dawson,  Peter  Early, 
James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hamilton,  Da- 
vid Holmes,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  William 
McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Mbore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow;  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  Peter  SaiHy,  Thomas  Saadfoid,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Jaoefdi 
Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  John  WhitshiV,  Daeid 
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It  Williams,  Mannaduke  WiiltamB,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

DUTIES  ON  SALT. 

The  bill  repealing  the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt, 
and  coDtinuJDg  in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  further  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Barbary  Powers,''  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Masters  mqved  to  recommit  the  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  modifying  its  details. 

Mr.  Q^uiNCT  supported  the  motion  ;  which  was 
lost — ayes  37,  noes  49. 

When  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill— yeas  84,  nays  11,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Eyan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jjun;,  Isaac 
Andersoii^  Burwell  Basaett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  John 
Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi 
Casey,  John  Chandler,  John  Claihpme,  Christopher 
Clark,  JosephOlay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Ja- 
cob Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Ezra  Darby,  John.  Davenport,  junior^  John  Dawson, 
Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUia, 
Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  James 
Fisk,  James  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Goldsbbrou'gh,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gra^,  Andrew  Gregg,  Silas 
Halaey,  John  Hamilton,  David'  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
John  G..  Jackson,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,. 
Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas .  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseiy, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
junior,  Gideon  Oltn,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John 
Pugh,  Josiah.  Quiney,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  Jonn  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G. 
Sehnneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Jo- 
seph Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Pele|r  Wadsworth, 
Robert  Whitehiu,  David  R.  Williams,  Marmadoke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

I^ATs — Joseph  Barker,  John  Fowler,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Michael  Iieib,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah  Masters,  Willium 
McCreery,  Nicholas  *R.  Moore,  John  Russell,  Peter 
Sailly,  and  Uri  Tracy. 

PAY  OP  WITNESSES. 

The  House  again  resolved  itoelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  **An  act  making  provision  for  the  com- 
pensation of  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of 
the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase."  The  bill 
was  reported  with  an  amend  men tHhereto. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment,  and  the  same  being  again  read,  as 
follows:' 

After  the  word  "  summoned,**  in  the  second 
line  of  the  first  section,  insert  "on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  "  was,  on  the  question 
put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by.  the  House— yeas  51, 
nays  40,  as  follows : 

YxAS— Isaac  Anderson,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Caaey, 
John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Elias  Earle^  Ebenezer 


Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  WilKam  FindHey.  James  M. 
Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Silaa  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Michael 
Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  Nichoiss  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  *Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Ndson, 
Gideon  Clin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons, Thomas  Sandford,  James' Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph 
Stanton,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph 
B.  Vamum,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill.  David 
R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wil«on,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Willis' A leton,  jun.,  Silas  Betton,  Bamabss 
Bid  well,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher 
Clark,  John  Clopton,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Ricfaard 
Cutis,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Caleb  Ellis, 
William  Ely,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn, Beth  liastings,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter '  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  .  Lewi%  jon^ 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Qnincy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Russel,  Martin  G.  Sdivne- 
man,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, -SamusI 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Philip  Van  Coii- 
landt,  Killian  K  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg  Wadswort^ 
Marmadake  WiUiams,and  Nathan  WiUiama. 

The  bill,  a$  amended,  was  then  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

k  m  MM 

Friday,' April  18.  . 
:  Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Poet 
Office  and  Post  Roads, '  to  whoni  were  referred, 
yesterday,  the  ameodtaients  proposed- by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  titer 
and  establish  certain  post  roads,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
reaa  and  considered:  Whereopoa, 

absolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  iKe  first, 
second,  fourth,  fifth,  si ]fth,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth, 
eleventh,  tweluh,  thirteenthi  and  fourteenth  of  the 
said  amendments. , 

ResoMd^  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  third 
of  the  said  amendments,  with  an  amendmeoL 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  disagree  to  the 
seventh  of  the  said  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  fop  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  building  gunboats,''  with 
an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  eoncor- 
ence  of  this  House:  Also,  the  hill,  eniitled  *'Aik 
act  making  appropriation  for  carrying  into  efleet 
a  treaty  between  the  Uoi^t^d  Suites  ^nd  Cbieka* 
saw  tribe  of  Indianji,"  with  an  amendmeat;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Boaser 
And  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  amend,  in  the 
cases  therein  mentioned,  the  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  with 
several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infdrmed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  ^^An  act  making  provision  for  the 
compensation*  of  witnesses  who  attended  th&  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase,"  and  desire 
a  conference  with  this  House  on  the  subject-mai- 
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ter  of  the  said  amend  ntents;  to  which  conference 
they  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Varnum .— Mr.  Speaker :  It  will  be  recol- 
lected by  the  Hoose^  that  early  in  the  session,  that 
part  of  the  Messfkfre  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Dtates^  of  the  .third  of  December  last,' which  re- 
lates to  the  classification  and  6rganizati0|i  of  the 
militia,  and  to  theatogmentation  of  oar  land  forces, 
was*  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  select  com- 
I  mittee.  Several  other  subjects  relative  to  the 
I  physical  strength  of  the  nation  have,  subsequent 
to  that  time,  been  referred  to  the  same  committee. 
They  have  atumively  considered  the  several  eub* 
jects  referred  to  thenr,  and  have'  reported  to  the 
House  ihe^  result  of  tiieir  deliberation  on  eitch  qf 
them.  The  suspension  of  a  report  on  the' subject 
of.  our  land  foi^ees'to  this  time^has  necessarily 
been  occasioned  from  the  tfatureof  ;the  reference. 
That  subject  was  submitted  to  the  committee  in 
the  words  of  the  Message,  which  are  as  follows : 
"  Whether  it  will- be  necessary  to  augment  our 
*  land  forces  will,  be  decided  by  occurrences  pro* 
<  bably  in  the  course  of  ypiu^  session."  H^nce  the 
copanaittee  have  deferred  their  report  to  this  time, 
with  a  view  that^it  mjght  be- made  coincident 
with  the  ezistinip  state  of  our.oountry,  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  in  conformity  with  the  prin« 
ciples  on  which  the  subject  was  submitted. 

But,  sir,  at  a  .time  when  the  ^great  Powers  of 
Europe  are  engaged  in  wat,  devastation,  and 
bloodshed,  and  at  a  period  when  there ^resunjects 
of  difference  existing  between  the  United  States 
and  several  of  the  European  Powers,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  state  to  the  Honsf,  the  outlines 
of  the  physical  strength  of  the  couititry,  which 
may  be  drawn  iAt6  operation,  in  case  of  an  inva- 
sion by  any  foreign  nation;  which  view  of  the 
subject  has  induced  the  committee  to  make  the 
report  now  submitted  to  you.  And,  sir,  in  order 
to  exhibit  in  its  true  point  of  lights  the  present 
strength  of  the  United  Slates,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  take  a  cursor v  view  of  the  situation  of 
the  Unite'd  Sta^s  at  the  commencement  of  the^ 
Bteyolutionary  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the 
important  stand ,  which,  in  that  situa^tion^  was 
made  against  the  strong  arm  of  Qreat, Britain.  I 
will  then  state  to  you,ip  a  concise  manner,  some  of 
the  present  means  of  defence  within  the  power  of 
the  united  States  ;  and  leave  it  to  the  iJIouse  to 
draw  the  contrast,  between  oor  situation  for  de- 
fence at  that  time,  aod  at  the  present  time. 

At  the  commencement  of  tnat  war,  the'people 
of  the  United  States  Were  subjects  of  Great  Brit* 
ain  >  they  were  in  a  state  of  disorganization.  I 
believe  there  wad  not  a  single  company  of  the  mil- 
itia under  leffal  organization ;  you  had  ho  stand- 
ing army.  There  had  been  a  kind  of  organization 
under  the  reeommendation  of  illegal  associations, 
in  a  part  of  the  Union  i  hot  no  commissions  had 
been  issued.  One  class  of  your  citizens  were  so 
much  attached  to  royal  government  that  they 
either  withheld  ^theix  aid  from  the  cause  of  the 
country,  or  ^went  over  to  the  enemy  and  fought 
•against  us  5  there  were  another  class  who  from 


pecuniary  views  took  side  on  the  part  of  the  Brit- 
ish, and  armed  themselves  against  the  country  ; 
a  third  class  w^re,  from  apprehensions  of  feeling 
the  weight  of  British  vengeance  in  case  the  coun- 
try should  be  conquered,  induced  to  take  part  on 
the  side  of  the  enemy  ;  and  a  fourth  class,  from 
conscientious  scruples  as  to  the  justice  0/  oppos-^ 
ing  their  King,  were  induced  to  withdraw  their 
aid  from  the  cause  of  ^heir  country.  These  sev» 
eral  classes  of  opponents  were'  very  numerous  ia 
some  of  the  Stales,  ^nd  such,  were ,  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  country  at  that  time,  as  to  permit 
them  (o^'take  the  side  they  cho^e  without  evea 
branding  them  with  the  appellation  of  traitorsi. 
The'  whole  population  of  the  country  did  not  con* 
sist  of^more  than  2,500,000  souls.  Thus,  sir,  did 
thosje patriot, who  justly  appreciated  the  blessing 
of  airee  Government,  put.  their  lives,  and  their 
all  at  stake,  to  procure  tor  themselves  and  for  pos* 
terity  the  blessings 'of  independence  and  free  gov- 
ernment, in  opposition  to  a  large  portion  of  meir 
.Qountrymen,  and  the  wholcr  force  of  the  British 
nation.  It  is  well  known  by  those  gentlemen 
who  were  on  the  stajB^e  of  action  at  that  time,  that 
the  means  for  carrying  on  a  war,  then  in  posses- 
sion of  the  people,'  were  very  small.  We  were 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  cannon ;  very  few  of 
the  fire*arms  were  'such  as  are  ffenerally  consid- 
ered the  best  calculated  for  defence  against  an 
enemy  :Mhey  were  fire-arms  generally  used  by 
hunters,  and  most  of  them  without  bayonets :  we 
had  very  little  powder  pr  ball  in  the  country.  In 
this  unpromising  situation  of  our  country,  com- 
menced the  Revolutionary  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. But  these  gloomy  prospects  did  not  prevent 
the  people  from  pursuing  their  object.  At  the 
first  battle,  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1775,  the  Brit- 
ish lost  in  killed  and  wounded  more  than  three 
times  the  number  killed  and  wounded  on  the  side 
of  the  Americans.  At  the  battle  of  Bunker's 
Hill  one  thousand  five  hundred  American  militia 
twice  repelled  three  thousand  British  regulars,  and 
would,  in  all  probability^ have  defeated  them  ulti- 
mately, had  not  their  ammunition  been  exhausted 
soon  after  the  British  made  the  third  attack.  When 
the  British  entered  the  flimsy  works  which  they 
had  thrown  up  the  night  before,  not  having  bay- 
onets, they  were  obliged  to  fight  them  with  the 
butts  of  their  muskets,  and  finally  killed  and 
wounded  more  than  one  thousand  three  hundred 
before  they  began  their  retreat.  The  English 
opened  the  campaign  of  1776,  with  sixty  thousand 
regular  troops,  including  seventeen  thousand  Ger- 
mans, probably  with  an  idea  of  completing  the 
subjugation  of  the  country  that  summer;  but  the 
intrepidity  of  the  American  patriots  convinced 
them  of  their  mistake;- our  principles  were  de- 
fended; and  the  famous  battle  of  Trenton  closed 
the  operations  of  the  year.  ^The  battle  of  Prince- 
'ton  soon  succeeded;  and  in  the  same  month| 
General  Dickinson,  with  a  party  of  New  Jersey 
militia,  after  crossing  a  river,  in  that  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  where  the  water  was  up  to  the 
middle  of  the- men,  attacked  an  equal  number  of 
British 'troop8,>bea,t  aod  entirely  routed  them, 
in  the  year  1777,  many  memorable  battles  were 
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fmi^ht,  in  the  Middle  aQ.d  Northern  States,  in 
Which,  takings  them  altogether,  the  patriots  had 
much  the  advantage.  The  whole  of  3urgo7ne'8 
army,  consisting  of  more  tlian  10,000  men  was 
killed  or  taken  prisoners.  -  The  hattle  at  Benning* 
Ion,  foor^ht  entirely  by  militia,  and  commanded  by 
a  militia  general  on  the  side  of  the  Americans, 
must  remain  on  the  pages  of  history  as  an  indeli- 
ble mark  of  fortitude  and  patriotism,  on  the  char- 
-aeters  of  those  heroes  who  fought  and  conquered 
•on  that  day.  In  1778'ha]ppened  the  famous  hrft- 
tle  of  Monmouth.  Thus,  sir,  the  patriots  of  Ameri- 
•ea,  without  allies,  baffle^l  the  most  streiraons  at- 
<saek5  of  the  whole  British  nation,  mde^  by  17,000 
foreign  mercenaries,  for  more  than  three  y^rs. 
After  that  period  we  had  the  aid  of  Franc^  which 
no  doubt  hastened  the  close  of  the  ^waj:,  and  whteh 
eannot  fail  to  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance 
by  all  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  cause  of  the 
Reyolation  from  proper  principles^  Many  impor- 
tant engagements  in  the  Southern  States,  clearly 
manifested  the  prowess  of  the  militia  in  that  pei:;^ 
of  the  Union'.  And,  sir,  by  the  exertion  of  those 
Who  dared  to  put  at  defiance  every  danger,  in  sup- 
pcnrt  of  the  cause  ot  God  and  their  country,  we  do 
fto'w.  by  the  Messing  of  Heaven^  enjoy  the  inesti'^ 
mable  privileges  of  liberty  and  radependenee. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  take  a  cnrsorv  view  of  the]>re«- 
•fttmeanaof  defence  within  the  coiittot  otlhe 
Qovernment.of  the  United  States.  The  predne' 
tkms  of  the  fiscal  arrangements  of  the  Qovern- 
menty  and  the  facility  with  which  those  prodnc* 
tiont  have  been  placed  in  ypur  treasury,  afford 
striking  evidence  of  the  wealth  of  your  ottizens, 
attd  their  ability  to  yield  thatj>eeuniary  aid  Which 
will  enable  the  Gknrernment  to  pat  in  operation 
ally  measures  of  defence  which  may  be  necessary. 

The  United  States  are  now  composed  of  v^ote 


than  6,000,000  in  habitants ;  you  have  regular  organ* 
ized  State  Oovernments,  and  an  energetic  Gen* 
eral  Government,  calculated  to  call  into  operation 
all  the  resources  of  the  nation,  when  the  safety  of 
the  people  may  require  it.  There  are  io  the  Uni- 
ted States^  of  free  white  male  citizens,  between 
the  ages  or  sixteen  and  for ty-^ve^ 87 1,S36  persons. 

The  Gleneral.  Qovemment  passed  a  law  in  1798 
for  orgaaisiing  the  miKiia  of  the  United  States; 
under  that  law,  the  militia  have  been  formed  iota 
divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  and  companies; 
these  several  cofps -have  been  officered  under  the 
State  Governments,  agreieably  to  the  direetioa  of 
the  law  of  the  United  States.  So,  sir,  vou  bare 
in  the  -United  States  a  militia,  completely  organ- 
ized and  officered,.consistittgoi  mere  than  600,000 
men.  And^  sir,  in  order  to  s^ow  tl^  ooaiparative 
strength,  and  more  particularly  the  eonparative 
laudable  ezertioirsdleach  State,  to  provide  them* 
scives  with  the  means  of  defence^  I  will  ask  the 
patience  of  the  Housa  while  I  mention  in  detuL 
the  numbers  of  enrolled  militia  in  each  State, 
with  the  prominent  implements  of  war  in  their 
hands.  In  doing  this,  I  shall  ^tate  tbe  namber  of 
major  generals  commanding  drvisioM,  the  aem- 
ber  of  brigadier  generals  commanding^  brigade, 
the  number  of  lieutenant  colon^  eommandanf, 
commanding  regiments,  tbe  number  of  art illeristsk 
the  number  of  cavalry,  andthe  namber  of  iaiantry' 
including  officers  in  eacK  State,  the'  number  ot 
ield  artOiery,  the  munber  of  irearaK,  the  num- 
ber of  horsenaen's  sabres  and  putolB,  and  the^^A- 
tity  of  powder  and  balla.  I  s hall  iiot  deiaii  the  mir 
nor  aiMioIes  of  e^aijpmeat ;  bat  wilt  observe^  gea« 
eially,  that  the  anpply  of  these  arti<^  is  lem  nva- 
m^ous  than  those  which  1  shall  state  in  detail. 

[Mr.  VASMOii  here  offcied  to  the  House  tbe  in- 
formation exhibited  in  the  following  taMe.] 


STATBS  AMD  TSBBXTO- 


JlMT  Hftmpriiire 
VmmuhvmuM 
Bhodelfltend  - 
OonCMcllout  • 
TarmoBt 
Hew  York  • 
ItewJertqy  - 
?|fiBii^TaBia 

floith  CaroHiui 
SBttiiCaMUna 


of  Columbia 
JCiMifltlppi  Teiritocr 


TmAutry  • 


Total* 


I 


tl,168 
61^2 
SA25 
18,6S1 
16,510 
73^18 
SS,SS7 
83^02 
08|884 
43,$6S 

18^72 
33,178 
16,09S 
ISJS63 
1,043 
1,843 
1^ 


I 

r 


S0,9»5 
18481 
76,836 


96,448 
73,798 
4i,9S6 

19,304 
3t(a76 
16,863 
15,976 
2/»i 
1,843 
1,050 


II 


iMiO     18 

46,616  129 


3,053 
16,086 
3,685 
4l!047 
18,600 
90,114 
U,234 
18,914 
12^6 
V87 
10,533 
4,6«7 
3,515 
1,162 
TOi 


2-3 


Vi 


648^03    578^    340,073  9tO 


lA 


1,808 
3^ 
^7 
1,966 
1,030 
1,431 

1,441 
407 
71 

371 

9S 
SO 
S9 


29  18,366 


1,414 

1,04a 

1,344 

^1 

1,683 
333 
IH 

1^053 
330 

65 

30 
-32 


4,607 
Wtt8 

131 


64 

18683 

173 
454 


ii^i7 


405,536 

1^ 


3,301 

40 

4J009 


2 

3 


79,1 7« 


7,e 


39^370   79G^r  I 


NoTB.~From  Maryland,  Delawart,  (Meana ,  Louisiana,  and  Mlehigan,  there  are  no  general  returna ;  \m  yet  the  whole  naznb»  <£ 
tnillerlMa,  cavmlry,  aad  mfamnr,  belonging  to  Maryland,  ia  auteil  at  allOO,  «nd  that  of  muaketi  attd  rJileo  at  7,000.  Tbera  te  ^ 
glTan  to  Delaware,  of  the  aame  deacripllon  of  troopa,  6iX)0,  and  i»350  muaketa  and  riflea.  Makioff  the  iflMffff'^  of  ^3M^  a  ~ " 
CAvalry,  and  infantry,  and  357,328  miukeia  and  rifles,  for  all  (he  States  and  rerritories  memlonedaboveT^^ 
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And  bere,  sir,  pefmit  me  to  obderre,  in  regard 
to  the  BttLie  which  I  haye  the  honor  to  represent 
in  part  on  this  floor,  that  by  a  law  of  fhe  State 
each  town  is  oorapelled  to  be  conatantly  provided 
with  a  quantity  of  powder,  balls,  and  mnts^  at 
least  eqOal  to  one  poand  of  powder^  three  pounds 
of  balls,  and  three  flints,  to  each  man  enrolled  in 
thft  militia 4  aleo^  a  proportionate  quantity  of  eo- 
trenehiofg  tools ;  this  towi^  st^ck  is  pAaeed  undsB 
the  care,  of  the  selectmen  of  theic  res^ecttre 
towns«  and  tlte  btif  ade  inspectors  are*  hf  law  also 
made  inspectors  m  the  town  etock  within  tlieir 
respectire  brtgadesb  If  any  defect  in  soflSered  by 
the  towns,  the  inspeetors  are  boibiBd  to  report  it  to 
a  county  court,  and  such  deficient  town  is  sUb* 
jettted.  to  a  heay y  penaity.  Add  then  the  town 
alock  of  «mflH»iitMa  to  that  m  the  hands  of  iiidi* 
▼idinds  of  the  militia^  and  it  will  be  fb«nd  that  in 
that  Bt«te  ak>ne  there  is  more  than  >fWty  tons  of 
{MWder,  an^  wops  thaa  otte  handred  and  fsrty 
tons  of  leaden*  balls,  constantly  kept  in  readiness 
fbr^  public  ose  in  defenca  cff  our  rights.  It  is  also 
tf  flicf,  that  several  other-States  have  public  stocks 
of  ammunition,  but  In  what  quantities  Ihare  not 
had  an  opportunity  to  procure  the  intens  of  as* 
certaining. 

The  artillerists  and  the  camlry,  as  well  ks  k 
great  proportion  <of  the  infantry,  in  Massaebusettsi 
are  in  complete  cloth  uniform,  an  j  this,  together 
with  th«  fire-arms  and  other  equipments,  each  in- 
dividoal  has  provided  at  his  own  expense.  Many 
of  (ha  offio^s.  honomd  with  important  commands 
m  the.  militia  of  MassftcbnsetU^  are  aula  who  have 
oaaa  asrviee;  they  ace  men,  sir,  who  darad  loslcop 
larth  in  dafieDco  of  theiv  ooontry  atiioMs  whici 
tried  »ea'?  sank;  'they  have  seaa*  the  glorioas 
•ffvels  of  their  eiertians,  and  fieel  tbelmborfaace 
of  order  and  diseipUna  in  the- militia;  the  spirit 
of  disoipliae  ac<|«tred  ia  the  Rerolotionary  war 
has  been  difliised  among. the  OMlitia,  and- a  latrd- 
abie  spirit  of  emulation  |ferrades  erery-  torps ; 
they  zte  jsom^ent  to  the  performance  of  any 
eToiutioa.requisfte  in  the  science  of  tactics,  eyen 
in  the  field  of  action,  and  are  at  all  times  ready  to 
put  their  lives  in  jeopardy  in  ^defence  of  our  lib- 
erty, independence,  and  uovernment,  a^inst  the 
invasion  df  any  foreijgn  enemy,  or  the  Tiolence  of 
any  internal  usurpation.* 

Many  gentlemen,  who  were  acquainted  with 
service  in  the  Reyolutionary  war  now  hold  im- 
portant offices  in  the  militia — in  several  of  the 
States  to  my  own  knowledge,  and  I  presume  this 
is  the  case  in  a  greater  or  less  degrcci  in  ail  the 
States. 

Military  discipline  is  making  rapid  progress  in 
many  of  the  States. 

In  justice  to  Pennsylvania  it  is  proper  to  state 
that  it  is  said  that  the  return  of  fire-arms  exhibited 
are  com[$rised  oT  those  only  which  have  been  dis- 
tributed among  the  mUitip  at  the  exMnsa  of  the 
State,  and  that  a  ^^reat  prOfjortioa  or  the  militia 
in^  that  State  are  in  possession  of  fire-arms,  but 
from  some  unknown  cause  they  have  not  been 
returned.  The  same  observatitnK,  it  is  believed, 
wtH  npfAj  in  a  considerable  degree  to  the  State  I 
cf  Tirginia.    9rom  ^he  test  information  I  have  I 


been  able  to  obtaii^  I  have  no  doubt  that  there 
are  many  thousand  of  fire-arms  in  the  United 
States,  equal  to  many  of  those  with  which  we 
commenced  the  Revolutionary  war,  which  have 
not  been  retamed.  The  States  of  Maryland  and 
Delaware  have  hiade  no  return ;  but  t  have  en* 
deavored  to  avoid  exaggeration  in  their  numbers 
ind  equipments.  ^ 

Sir,  in  addition  to  the  foree  and  implements  of 
defence  which  I  .have  named,  you  have-  ia  the 
Army  of  the  United  StUtes  men,  officers  in- 
eluded  .  -  -  •  *  -  -  -  3,34fi 
la  the  marine  corps,  who  are  liable  to  do 
•   duty  OB  land  as  wellas  sea  -       -       -       550 

n 

Making  a  regularland  force  of  -  -^  3,896 
I  had  the  honor,  sir,  early  in  the  session  to  re* 
port  a  bill  for  detaching  from  the  militia  lOO.OM 
men  to  hokl  themselves  io  readiness  to  marck  at 
a  moment^s  warning,  whenever  the  President  «f 
the  United  States  shall  think  it  necessary;  this 
bill  fias  beaa  passed  ixito.a  law,  and  is  c|ilc))lated 
to  lessen  the  inconvenience  of  marching  the 
whole  of  the  militia  from  any  onie  section  of  the 
Union,  if  an  invasion  should  take  place.  ITou 
.  have,  sir,  in  the  poblic  magazines,  the  property 
of  the  tJnfted  States,  in  addition  fo  the -cannon 
provided  for  the  navy  and  those  in  the  forts  antf 
fortifications  on  your  extensive  seacoast  and  fron- 
tiers, 1,400  iron  cannon  of  ditferent  calibers,  and 
500  brass  cahnon  of  different  calibers.  In  the 
same  deposits  you  have  118,197  muskets,  with 
bayonets,  and  rifles,  fit  for  use;  and  12,000  which 
need  some  smmll  repairs,  1.058  pairs  of  pistols^ 
500,009  pbnuds  of  guppo^der,  500  tons  of  sah^ 
pe^re,  and  suflicient  quantity  of  sulphur  to  mix 
with  it  in  the  manufactory  of  Jt  into  gunpowder's 
and  you  hare  all  kinds  of  baHs,  shot,  and  shells^ 
in  abnadance.  I  have  also  had  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House,  from  the  same  oommittee  who 
hava  dirocted  me  to  make  the  report  now  before 
yoo.  a  pcopositiott  for  azteading- the  manufiftetute 
of  fira4irns,  aa  fitr  as  the  capaeilv  of  the  present 
armories  of  the  United  StfUes  wiA  permit,  which 
has  been  agreed  to,  and  appropriations  have  been 
made  for  carrying  the  proposition  into  effect; 
from:  that  source  you  will  add  1 1,000  stands  of 
fire-arms  to  your  stock  annually. 

Mr.  Speaker^  I  have  given  you  a  cursory  state- 
ment of  the  weak  and  dhrided  situa.tion  of  our 
country  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution-^ 
ary  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  have  mentioned 
something^  of  the  prowess  of  the  patriotf  of  those 
times,  which  baffied  their  exertions  and  produced 
our  independence ;  and  I  have  stated  in  contrast 
the  botlioes  of  the  present  strength  of  the  United 
States  and  their  means  oY  defence.  And  it  may 
he  said  without  exaggeration  tUit  the  difiereaoa 
is  incalonlablOk  Will  any  man,  who  knew  anyv 
thing  of;  the  state  of  the  country  at  that  period^ 
and  of  the  stand  which  was  rfiade  against  the 
whole  streo^h  of  the  British  nation  which  vras 
brought  agamst  us,  and  whose  ideas  of  the  present 
strength  and  prowess  of  the  United  States  are  not 
entirely  local,  pretend  to  insinuate  that  we  are 
not  in  a  capacity  to  contend  for  our  most  impor- 
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tant  oational  rights?  If  at  that  time  we  were  able 
to  meet  and  defeat  the  armies -of  Great  Britain, 
with  what  irind  of  prospect  can  any  natioa  ai<saii 
us  at  this  time?  Whh  this  view  of  the^sobject 
the  eoramiitee  have  submitted  the  report  before 
you ;  the  House  will  judge  of  its  correctness.  I 
am  well  aware  that  should  we  be  iurolved  ia  a 
war  with  a  nation  which  might  have  it  in  het 
power  to  pour  in  upon  a  remote  part  of  our  ter- 
ritory a  large  number  of  troops,  and  should  so  do, 
and  keep  possession  for  any  length  of  time,  an 
army  cfuring  the  continuance  of  such  invasion 
might  be  necessary;  but  at  present  this  is  not  to 
be  expected,  and  uiu^s  we  should  be  involved  in 
a  war,  I  am  unable  to  see  any  necessity  of  aug- 
menting our  standing  army,  aad  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  report  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Varndx  then  submitted  a  report,  which 
was  referred  to  a. Committee  of  the  Whole 4o^ 
morrow. 

NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Th^  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mitteeof  the  Whole^on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  'Act  pro- 
viding for  the  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and 
for  other  purposes.  The  bill  was  reported  wich 
several  amenaments  thereto. . 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  th^  said  bill, 
when  the  first  section  thereof  being  again  read, 
in  the  words  following,  to- wit: 

*<  That  the  s^ond  and  fourth^  sections  of  *An  act 
proyiding  for  a  Naval  I^eace  Establishment,  and  for 
other  purposes/  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed." 

A  motion  was  inade  by  Mr.  David  R.  Williams, 
and  the  question  being  put  to  amVnci  the  same,  by 
striking  out  in  the  first  line  thereof,  4he  worib 
'^and  fourth."  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  37, 
nays  52,  as  rol^ows: 

YxAS^-Evan-  Alexander,  David  Bard,  Oeorg^  M. 
Bedinger,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Glay,y  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  Leonard  Covington,  Samnel  W. 
Dana»  John  Davenport,  junior,  Peter  Earlj;  James  Bl* 
liot,  John  W.  Eppes,^  James  M.  Gamett,  £dwix»  Gray, 
David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jtfn.,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.^  ]\jloseIy,  Gideon 
OUn,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sammona,  Thomas 
Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram 
T^gg,  David  R.  WilHams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  junior,  Burwell  Bassett,  Bar- 
nabas Bidwell,  Johh  Blake,  junior,  Thom'is  Blount, 
George  W.<JampbeU,  J<An  Chandler,  John  Claiborne, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Esra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  Ebenefer  Ehher,  WlUiam  Ely,  Charies  Golds- 
borough,  AVidrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hal- 
•ey,  Seih  Hastmgs,  David  Hoiigh,  MatOiew  Lyon, 
Patrick  Magruder,  Joaiah  Masters,  William  McCree- 
zy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nel- 
son, Thomas  I^ewton,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
John  Pugh,  J<Mnah  Quiocy,  John  Qhea  of  Tennessee, 
John.  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie, 
Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggat't, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  David  Thomas, 
Uri  Tracy,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Var- 


num,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitahill,  Robert  WVute- 
hill,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams,  Ridk- 
ard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

A  motion  was -then  made  by  Mr.  Cbowhih- 
8HIBLD,  and  the  question  beine  put  farther  to 
amend  the  said  bill  by  adding  thereto  a  Bew  se^ 
tion,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

<'Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  earn 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  doUaxa  aihafi  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appfopiiated,  to  eilisbke  the 
President  of  the^  UnitedStatep  to  eaoae  to  be,  built  two 
frigatee  for  the  Navy  of  the  United  Statest  to  supply 
the  place  ofothers  wluch  have  been  loat  or  oondemaed :" 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  43,  nptys  H,  as 
follows: 

TsAB—- Joseph  Barker,  8iiaa  Betton,  Barnabas  Bid- 
well,  John  Blake,  jmiior,  Jacob  Ciowmndueld,  Ridft- 
aid  Cntts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daveopeat,  joiiier, 
J^hn  Dawson,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  BUia,  William  Ely^ 
Charles  Gokkhorough,  Isaiah  L.  Qnut,  Selh  Hastinga, 
Itavi4  Hough,  John  G^  Jaskaon,  Joa^h  Lewis,  juidor, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Joeiah  Maains,  Wi^ 
ham  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moa- 
ely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Joaiah  Quin<7,  Thomas  M. 
Randolph,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomaa  8am- 
mons,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samud 
Teaney,  David  Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van'  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  Williama. 

NAts— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jmi.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  George  M.  Bedingor,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert 'Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Ohandter, 
John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Sfmept  jCiay,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Clopton,  Leonard  Coviagtoii,  Esnt 
Darby,  Peter  Earty,  Bbeneier  Efaner,  John  W;Eppea, 
Jamee  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  t3ilas 
Hahwy,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert, 
Michael  Leib,  Robeii  Marion,  Thoa..  Mooee,  Jereauak 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gideon  OUn,  John  Pugh,  John 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuneman, 
James  Sloan,  John  SmiUe,  John  Smith;  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard^  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton, 
Philip  R.  Thompon,  Abram  Trigg,.  John  WhiteluU, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WUlianaa,  Mannaduke 
Williams,'  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

;  A  motion  was  then  made  .by  Mr.  Leib,  and  the 
question  being  put  further  to  amend  the  said  bdl, 
by  striking  out,  in  the  fifth  and  'aizfh  linea  of  the 
ibifd  section  thereof^^the  words  "thirteen  captains, 
nine  masters  commandant,  seventy-two  lieotea- 
ants;"    . 

And  debate  arising  thereon,  a  division  of  the 
question  on  the  said  motion  was  called  -for  by  Mr. 
Blount:  Whereupon,  the  question  was  taken  on 
striking  out  the  first  member  of  the  motion,  con- 
taining the  words  *'  thirteen  captains;"  and  passed 
in  the  negative— yeas  37,  nays  60,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Isaac  Anderson,  George  M.  Bedmger,  I^e^ 
Casey,  John  ChandlBr,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph.  CUj, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Leonaid  Covington,  Pe- 
tw  Earlv,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Bllis,  Ebeneaer  Elmei, 
John  W.  Eppes,  James  M. Garnett,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Hamilton,  David  Holmei^  Walter  Jones,  Jolm  Laob- 
berty  Michael  Leib,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Moinm, 


1077 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1078 


April,  1806. 


Naval  Peace  Esiablxshinent. 


H.os-R. 


John  Morrow,  Gideon  Oltn,  Jbhn  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Thotnas  Sammons,  Thomaa  l^andford, 
Martin  O.  Schaneraan,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  R.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  David  K. 
Williama,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and  A|BX;faider  Wil- 
■on. 

Nats — ^Evan  Alaxander,  Willis  Alston,  hin.,  Jo- 
seph Barker,  Burwell  Bass^tt,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas 
Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jun^  Thomas  Blount,  Robei^ 
Brown,  John*  W.  Campbell,  John  Claibornje,  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  Richar^  Uutls,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra 
Darby,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dkwson,  William 
£ly».  Charles  Goldsl^rough,  Andrew  Gregg«  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough, 
John  G.  Jacks6n,  Joseph  Lew^i,  jun^,  Matthew  Lyon; 
Patrick  Magruder,  Jodah  Masters^  William'  McCreery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah 
Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newtoti,gun.,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jan.r  John  Pugh.  Josiah  Qilincy;  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russell, 
Peter  Sailly/  James  Sloah,  Johv  Smilia,  John  Smith,' 
Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Ti^gart,  Benj.  Tallmadge,' 
Samufsl  TenAey,  Dtivid  Thpmas,  Thoinas  W.  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B. 
Varnum,  ^eleg  Wadsworth,  John  Whitehill,  R6bert 
W&itehill,  Nathan  Willianys,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

T|i«  question  was  then  taken  onstrilEingont  the 
second  member  of  tHe  motion,  containing  4he 
words  "  nine  masters  commandant,"  4nd  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  37,  nays  52,  as  follows : 

TxAs — W^^  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  David 
Bard,   George  M.  Bedinger,  Thpmas  Blennt,  Robert 
Brown,  lisvi  Casey,  Christopher.  Clank,  Je«eph  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Ezra  Dttrbt,  Peter^Eaily,  James.  Elliot, 
Ebeneaer  Elmerr  John  W.  Eppas,  James.  M.  Garoett, 
Edwin  Gray,-  John  Hamiitdn,  David  Hplmw,  Walter 
Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  •  John  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John 
Pughy   John  Randolph,  J6hiL  Rea  of  PennsylVaniia, 
Thomaa  Sammohs,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.Schu- 
nem)ui»    S|imuel  Smith,  Richard  ^8tanfez4»  Philip  R. 
Thompoon,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 
NATa--Joseph  Barker^  BUrwell  Bassett,  SUas  Bet- 
ton,  Barnabas' Bidwell,  John  Blake,  jun.,  GpQrge  W. 
Campbell,  John  'Chandler,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Rich- 
ard Uutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
John  Dawson,  CalehEllis,  William  Ely,  Charles  Golds- 
lK»roagh,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  £i.  Green,  Silas  Hal- 
sey, Seth  Hastings,  David  Hough,  John  G..  Jackson, 
Joseph   Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Ma- 
gruder, Josiah  Masters,  William  MoCreery,  Nicholas 
R.    Moore,   Jonathan  0.   Mosely,  Jeremiah   Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Timothy^  Pitkih,  junior,'  Josiah  Quincy, 
Thomas  M.  lUndolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessesie,  Jam^s 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John'^mith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamin' Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
David  Thomas,  Thomas  Oy..  Tho^npson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Killian  K.  Van  Renssela^^  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Nath&n 
'Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

7 he  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  ont 
the  thircl  member  of  the  motion,  containing,  the 
-words  "seventy-two  lieotenants,"  and  passed -in 
the  negative — yeas  34,  nays  59,  as  follows : 

YsAS — ^David  Bard,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Thomas 
Blounty  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler, 
John  Olmbome,  Christopher  Clark, Joseph  Clay,  John. 


Clopton,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer; 
John  W.  Eppes^  James  M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Hamilton,  Walter  Jones,  Michael  Leib,  Robert  Marion, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gid- 
eon Olin,  John  Randolph,  John  Rsa  of  Pennsylvsnh^ 
Thomas  Sammens,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martm  G.  Schn- 
nttsan,  Samoel  Smiths  Riidiard  Stanford,  Philip  S. 
Thompson,  I^vid  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson* 

Naxs^WOIIs  Alston,  jr.,  Joseph  Barker,  BurwsH 
Bassett,  Silas  iBetten,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
jr.,  Georgb  W.  Campbell,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  Samuel  W..  Dana,  Esra  Darby,  John  Da- 
▼entK>rt,«  jr.,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  John  Fowler, 
C'harlesGoldsborough,  Andrew  Gregg,  IslLiah  L.  Green, 
Silas  halsey,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jackson;  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mciseley, 
Jjsremiah  Nelson,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  TimoChy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quinsy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  F^eter  Saillv,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John 
Sihith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanten,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart, Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samtiel  Tenney,  David 
Thomas,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Vti  TracgTf  KiUiai^ 
K  .Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wads- 
worthy  John  Whit^hiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Nathan  WH- 
liaias.  Ridhard  Wian,'  and  Josej^  Winston. 

The.  bill  was  then  ^n^rossed  and  read  the  thi^ 
time;  and,  on  the  qv^tion  that  the  same  do  pass, 

Mr.  Chanolbr  spoke  in  favof  of,  and  Messrs. 
J.  ChkY  and~J.'RANnot/PB  against;  its  passage, 
w^icb  was  carried — yeas  58,  nays  28,  as  foltows : 

YbaS— ^Evan  Alexsndet,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Joseph 
Bi!ifker,  Burwell  Basset^  Barnabas  BidweU,  John 
Blake,  jr.,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claibeme,  Fredevick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Daiby,  John  Da>r«nport,  janlor, 
John  Dawson,  Sb^neser  Elmer,  William  Ely,  William 
Findley,  John  Fowler,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  ^ilas  Halsey,  6e\h  Hastings^ 
Dayid  HoLnes,  John  G.  Jacksoni  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan., 
Matthew  Lyon,'  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah,  Masters, 
William  McOeery,  Nicholas  RI  Moore,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nsbon,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton,'jn,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.'/ John  Pugh;  Josiah  Quin- 
cy, Thomas  M.  Randol|>h,  John  Rhsa  of  Tennessee, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Satlly,  James  Slpan,  John  Smilie, 
Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Sanrael  Tenney,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wadsworth,, 
John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Nathan  Williams, 
and*  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — Isaao  Anderson^  Datid  Bard,  George  M. 
Bedlnger,  Thomas'  Blount,  Christ^faer  Cls/k,  Jo(teph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Leonard  Coving- 
ton, Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  John  W.  Sppes,  James 
Fuik,  James  M.  Garnett,  John  Hamilton,  Waiter  Jones, 
Michael  Leib,  Jeremiah^  Morrow,  John  Monow,  John 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thpmas  8am- 
mons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G^  Schuneman,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  R.. Thompson,  and 
t>avid  R.  Wiyiams.  /     . 

Saturdat^  April  19. 
The  HoQse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  *^An  act  ftiaking  provision  (or  the 
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compensation  of  witnesses  who  attended  the  triaL 
of  the  impeacbmeDt  of  Samuel  .Chase:"  Wheie- 
upon,  * 

\Beaolved,  That  this  House  do  insist  oo  their 
astendmeot  to-  the  said  bill.  . 

Besoined^  That  this  House  do  agree  totiMcoo* 
£Breiice  desined  by  the  Senate  on  the  subjecl-mat- 
t^  of  the  said  amendment ;  and  that  Mr.  Jobn 
Ransolfb  and  Mr.  Rogsr  Nblson  be  apfmioted 
BMnagere  at  the  sftme,  on  the  part  of  (his  Hocne. 
•  A  measaijre  AtHn  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *'An 
aet  for  the  temporary^  relief t>fHamet  Caramftlli  ^' 
to  which  they  desire  the  concarrencer  of  this 
House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee, of  the  wKoU 
House,  on  the  fifteenth  inftaat,  to  the  bill  sent 
from  tne  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  eompensatioa  of  cl^ks,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses :^'  Whereupon^  the  said  amendments  being 
zg^n  read  at  the  Cierk'^  table,  were,  on  tbe.quee- 
tion  severally  put  thereupon^  agreed  to  by  the 
Honee.  The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  OaB«a^  item  the*  Conunitt^  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  .whom  was  reCerred^  on  the  seventeenth 
instant,  the  bill  sent  from  the  Semite^' entitled 
"An  act  snppleraentarv  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
aet  for  ascertaintujg  and  adjustinj^  the  titles  and 
eimims.  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
and  the  District  of  Louisiana,"' made  ^  a  repprt 
tibeseen  \  which  waa  read^  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  CoBunittee  oi  the  whela  HDuse  this 
day^ 

Tbe  House  woeeeded  to  coneider  the  amend-' 
m^mto  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^k,%  aet  lor  iwlifyinff  the  pi^ts  and  harbors  of ^he 
United  States,  and  for'  building  gunhoals:'' 
Whereupon, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments,  together 
with  the  bill,  be  committed  to  a  Commiuee  of  the 
whole  House  this  day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled'*  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  aibustment  of  titles  to  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  otbei  pur^ 
poses,''  with  an  afnendment ;  to  which  they  d^re 
tike  concurrence  of  this  House..  Also,  the  bill 
entitled  ''An  aet  ia  addition  to  an  act,  entitlea 
'An  aot  regulating  the  grants  of  land  and  provid- 
ing for  the  disposal  r  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  #ith 
sevesal  ameedmests;  to  wliieh  •  they  desire  the 
sencnrresee  of  this  House. 

CH£ROK£E  INDLAJfS. 

An  en^rrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  mto  effect  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee 
tribe  of  Indiaas^  was  read  the  third  time:  Where- 
upon, on  a  aaotion  made  and  seconded  that  the 
said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  47,  nays  3d,  as  follows : 

Tmjji— Evmn  Alexander,  Isaac  AndoMon,  David 
Bsrd,  Geoige  M.  BMs^i,  SUss  Betloni,  John  Blske, 
junior,  Thprnss  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  l4evi  Ces^, 


John  Clsiborno,  Christopher  Claik,  Matthew  CUy, 
John  Clopton,  John  Dawson,  Ellas  Earle,  JameftH. 
Garnett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  John  Hamiltan, 
David  Holmes,  Michael' Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters^  Nicholas  R.  Moon, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Tbomas 
Newton,  jr.,  Gideo^  Olio,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsjlranii, 
Tfaomaa  8ammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  John  Soiilu^ 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Ridiard  Stanlor^ 
Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Tbompaon,  Abran 
Trigg,  John  Wbttebill,  Robert  Whitefaill,  David  K. 
Williams,  Richard  Winn,  an4  Joseph  Winston. 
.  Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Joseph  Barker,  Bamabii 
Bidwell,  George  W.  Cami^l,  John  Chandler,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Leonard.  Covington,  Richaid  Catts, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra  t>vbjy  John  Davenport,  jc 
JamAs  Elliot,  Ebenszer  Ctmer,  William  Findlej,JohB 
Fowler^  Isaif^  L.Gres^i,  Silas  Halsey,  8eth  Hastingi, 
David  Hough,  John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Goidoa 
S.  Mumfprd,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr^  Joeiah  Qmncj,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Johi^  RnsseO,  Peter  Saillj,  Mas- 
tin  G.  'Schunemaa,  James  Sloan,.  Joseph  Stantoa, 
SAmaef  Taggart,  Benjamin  TalUnadge,  Samuel  Tea- 
ney,  David  Thosias,  Uri  Tracy,  KilKan  K.  Tan  Rens- 
sela«r,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Pekg  Wadswoitfa,  andNsr 
than  WOIiams. 

TREATY  WITH  THE  CmOKASAWa 

The  Hqose  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bilL  entitled 
"An'act  making  appropriations  for  carrying  ints 
effect  a  treaty  between  the  United  Sutcsi  and 
Chickasaw  tnbe  of  Indians;  and  the  said  amen^ 
ment  being  again  twice  read  at  the  Clerics  inhls, 
m  the  wofds  foUowing,  to  wit: 

*<  Strike  ear  sections  second  and  tiuvd. 

**9tc,%  Andhttt further  etuuM^  That  it  ahsHbe 
die.  doty  of  the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  sooA  of 
the  State  of  "Tennessee,  to  cause  ttf  be  summed  tad 
laid  out,  in  the  same  mapner  ss  is  provided  b^  Isw  fat 
tf^e  other  public  lands  in  the  Missiuppt  Temtoiy,  •» 
much  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  Slates  \^  thi 
Cherokees  and  Ghickasaws  as  lies  within  the  wmdTa- 
titory ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  Skates  is  here- 
by autboriced,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper,  to 
establish  a  land  office,  fbr  the  sale  of  the  said  knds,  and 
to  appoint  a  register  of  the  same,  and  a  receiver  of  the 
puhlic  moneys  accruing  from  the  sale  of  thessidland^ 
whose  respective  emoluments  snd  dntiec  shall  be  die 
same  ss  these  of  the  registers  and  leeeiv^enr  of.theodur 
land  ofl&ces  in  the  said  Territory. 

**  Ssc.  3.  And  be  U  further  maeted,  Tlist,  if  asj 
person  shall  mak^,  of  attempt  to  make,  a  settlemeat  as 
any  of  the  lands  thus  ceded  by  the  Cherokecs  and 
Ghickasaws,  and  lying  within  Hie  MissiaBii^  Territo- 
ry, or  shail,  unless  suthorized  m  to  do  by  ^  sirveyor 
of  the  pubfic  lands  south  of  *die  State  of  TenncsMe, 
survey  oi'  attempt  to  survey  such  lands,  qr  designate 
boundaries  by  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  sndh  offend- 
er shall,  on  convictipn  thereof,  in  any  coort  of  reooid 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  the  Tenitanes  of  the 
satae^  IbrfeiS  a  sum  not  less  than*  two  handled  dottan, 
nor  exceeding  one  thonssnd  dollars,  and  aa&i  impoi- 
onaenttea  termnot'less  than  six  months,  norcs- 
ceeding  three  years :  and  it  shall,  moneovter,  be  lawti 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  be  is  hiet^ 
require^  to  employ  suchmibtaiy  force  aa  he  aaay  jud|i 
;necsssaiy,  to  remove  frc«n  the  said  ^anda  anj  pasoi 


1081 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1082 


AnifL,  1806. 


Gfeneral  Wittimn  EkUm, 


H.  OF  R. 


who  ihall  make  or  attempt  to  make  any  settlement  aa 
albresaid  :  Prmnded,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
dball  afieet  pemns  making  settlements  on  lands  pnr^ 
chased  from  the  United  Slates,  in  conformity  with  the 
preceding -section  of  this,  act." 

The  question  was  stated  that  tbe  House  do  agree 
with  the  Senate  in  their  said  amendmeot ;" 

On  which  a  dirision  of  the  said  question  w^ 
called  for;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do 
agree,  with  the  Senate  in  so  much  of  their  said 
amendment  as  fwoposes  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  said  bill,  it  passed  in  the  hegatire — 
yeas  33,  nays  57,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Joseph  barker,  Silas 
fielton,  Barnabas'. Bidwdl,  John  Chandler,  Kichard 
Ctttts,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  Bavenport,  jun.,  Ja^es , 
Slliot,  Eben^er  Elmer,  Wi&iam  Ely,  WflKan^Findley, 
John  Ifowler,  Seth  Hastings,  Ba^d  Hough,  John  G.^ 
Jackson,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jona^than  O.  ICoeely,  Gor- 
don 8.  Ifumfofd,  Tknothy  Pitkin,  iun.,Josiaii<^iiAcy, 
ichn  Rnaoell,  Martin  G.  Sctememan,  Sanrael  Taggait, 
Benjamin  Talfrnadge,  Samnel  Teqney,  David  Tliea^, 
Thomas  W.  Thom^n,  Uri  Tracy,  KiUian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varaifm,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
and  Nathan  WiUtains 

Nats — {«van"A]exander,  Isaac  Anderson,  Burwell 
Basset,  David  Bard,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Jc^  Blake, 
junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey, 
John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington, 
Ezra  Darby,  John  Dawson,  EUas  Earle,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiidi  L.  Green, 
Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  t>avid  Holmes,  Walter 
Jones,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masten,  NichdafS  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John'  M«itow,  R*- 
ger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jnn.,  Gideon  Cflin^  John 
Pugh^  John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  ThomasSammbns,  Thomas  Sind- 
£>rd,  James  Sloan,  John  Smtlie,  Samuel  Smith.  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Joseph  Stanton,  FliQip  R. 
Thompsoot  Abram  Trigg,  John  WUtehiU,  Rohert 
WhitehiU,  D^idd  R.  William^  Richard  Winm  and  Jo- 
seph Winston.  ^      ^ 

And  then  the  question  being  taken  tiial  tiie 
House  do  agree  *with  (he  Senate  in  such  other 
^rt  of  their  said  atnendment  as  pronoaea  to  strike 
oat  the  thiffd  sitotion  of  ihe.said  bill,  it  passed  in 
the  negatiroT-yjeaa  35,. nays  j33,  as  foUova ; 

YsA-s^-Joeeph  Barker,  Siha  'Betton,  Bamabaii  Bid- 
well,  John  Chandler,  Richard  Cotts,  fihnmn!  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  James  filliot,  Ebeneser  Bkbsr, 
William  £1;^,  William  Findley,  Jahies  Fiak,  John 
Fowler,  David  Hou^,  John  G.  Jackson,  Jonadian  O. 
Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Gideon  Olin,  T.  ntkhn, 
jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Russell,  FeterSailly^  Martin  Q. 
Schuneman,' Heniy  Southard,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Talhn^dffe,  idamuel  Tenney,  David  lliomas, 
Thom^ui  W.  "niompeon,  Uri  Tracy,  Killia^  K.  Van 
Itenaselaar,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,  Peleg  Wadsworlh^and 
If  athan  WiDiams. 

NAYs~-Bvan  Alexander,  Waffis  Alston,  ^n.,  iaMC 
Anderson,  David  Btod,  BurweU  Bassett,  George  ^M. 
Bedinger,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blonni,  Rob^it> 
Brown,  Levi  Caaey,  John  <^bome,  Christopher  Clark, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederiek  Coina^,  Leon* 
aid  Co^ngton,  John  Dawson,  James  M.  ^Wmett,  Ed* 
wis  Gtay,  AAdie#0Mgg,  IsUak  L.  Sifsn,  Silas  Hal- 


sey, J(Ain  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  Walter  Jones, 
J(^  Lambeit,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  Masters,  Nfeholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Ro- 
ger Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jua.,  John  Pagh,  John 
Randolph,  ThOmas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  oC  Paan« 
sylvania,  Thomas  Samipons,  Thomas  Sandford,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  R.  Thompsen,  Abram  Trigg;  John  WhitehiU, 
Robert  Whilehill,  David  R.  WiUiaans,. Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston.  • 

JUBolved,  ThsLt  this  House  do  adheve  to  its  4ia- 
agreemeot  to  the  said  amendment. 

Ordemi,  That  the  eogtOBsed  bill  making  ap- 
propria^ons  for  carrying  ii^to  effec^a  ueaty  witk 
the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  be  reeommiUad  to 
a  QoBunittoe  of  the  Whole  this  day. 
WILLIAM  EATON. 

The  Bouse  resolved  itself*  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whol&,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  settlement 
of  accounts  between  the  United  States,  and  Wil- 
liam Eaton.  No  amendment  having  been  made 
to  the  bill,  the  House  proceeded  to  consider  the 
said  bill  at  the  Clerk's  table,'  ifcid  the  same  being 
again  read.  In  the,  words  following,  to  wit : 

Be  it  tnaeted  by  ike  Senate  and  House  of  tUprt" 
Hniaiives  qfthe  tmited  States  in  Congress  ass^mbledf 
That  the  proper  accounting  oflScers  be,  and  they  here* 
by  are,  authoriled  and  directed  to  liquidate  and  settle 
the  accounts  subsisting  between  the  United  States  and 
Wflliam  EaUnr,  late  Consul  at  Tunis,  npOn  just  and 
equitable  principles,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  JbHN  Randolpb^ 
and  the  question  being  put,  to  amend  the  said  bill, 
by  striking  out,  at  the  end  thereof^  the  words  ^^on- 
der  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ;**  it 
passed  in  the  negatiro— yeas  43,  nays  48,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YKAa--£van,  Al^xandn,  Willis  Al^on,  jnn.»  David 
Raid,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger, Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  Jbhn  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Josepb 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Leonard  Covington,  Peter  ^arly,  James  M.  Gamett, 
Edwin  €bay,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Michael 
Leib,  Robert  Marion,  Josiali  Masters,  Thomas  MoorOi 
John  M<)rrow,  Roger  ffelson,  Thomas  Newton,  iunior, 
John  Pugh,J^n  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
TheoHbl  Sammons,  iThomas  Sandibid,  Samuel  Smidi, 
Benry  Soutbavd,  Ridhard  StanfoBd,  Ph9ip  It.  Themp- 
•OBI,  Abram  Trigg,  lohn  WhitehiH,  Robert  Wbitehill, 
Sand  R.  WUfiuna,  Ridhaid  Winn,  and  Joseph  Watt- 


Niflra---]«mc  Andeiwm,  Jewph  Baricer,. Silas  Be^ 
ton,  Barnabas  Bidwell^  John  Blake,  junior,  Joha 
Cl^ndler,  Jacob  Cxowninahiflld,  Richard  Cutts,  8a»- 
nel  Wp  Dana,  Ezra  Darbv,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  James 
EUiot,  Bbenezer  £9mer,  William  Ely,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  McCreenr, 
lAcholas.R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  0. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  NelsoA,  Gidcou  Olin,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.^  Josfah  Quincy,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee^  John  RusseH,  James  Sloan,  John 
Sauth^  Joseph  Stanton,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
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Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tennw,  David  Thomav,  Thomaa 
W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  fcillian  K.  Van  Hennelaar, 
Joseph  B.  Yaxnom,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  and  Nathan 
WUliama. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrdssed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 


Monday,  April  21. 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamet  Cararoalli," 
was  read  twiccf,  and  eomtnitted  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  William 
Eaton,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Oraered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speakba  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  Com- 
missioners under  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,"  passed  the  seventl^ 
of  April,  one  thousanxl  seven  hundred  and  ninety* 
eight,  covel-ing  a  list  of  names  of  claimants  to 
land  under  the  said  act ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  bv  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  to  provide  for^the  adjustment  of  titles  to 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  and  the  same  beitrg  severally  twice 
*read  at  the  Clerk'ii  table,  were,  on  the  question 
pat  thepeupOn,  agreed^^o  by  tbe  House. 

The  Hojuse  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  ascertaining  and  adjust- 
ing  the  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, and  the  District  of  Louisiana."  The  bill 
was  reported  .with  an  amendment  thereto }  whioh 
was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The 
bill,  as  amended,  was  then  read  the  third  time, 
and  passeif. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informecl  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled^'Aft 
act  repc^in^  the  acts  laying  duties  on  salt,  and 
continuing  m  force,  for  a  forthet  time,  tbe  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  f  An  act  further  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  IJnited 
States  against  tbe  Barbary  Powers,"  with  an 
amendment;  to  which  they,  desire  thd  concur- 
rence of  this  Hodse.  Tbe  Senate  hf  ve  also  pass* 
ed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  respecting  claims  to 
lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio," 
with  an  amendment ;  to  which  they,  desire  the 
eoncurrence  of  this  House;  and^he  bill,  entitled 
^'Ah  act  in  addition  to  an  act»  entitled  'An  act 
supplementary  to  thtf  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment,  and  for'  other  purposes," 
with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.   ^ 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comftiittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senate  to  the^bill,  entitled  "An  act  fgr  fortifying 
the poru and  harbom  of  the  UoitedSut^s, and 


for  building  gunboats,"  and  no  amendmenu  W»g 
made,  the  l|ouse  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment,  and  the  same  being  again  twice  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider '  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  biU,  entitled 
"An  act.m  i^ddition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  aet 
regulating  the  gri^nu  of  land,  and  providing  for 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Sute 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee ;"  and  the  same 
being  twice  read,  at  tbe  Clerk's  table,  were,  on  the 

?uesttoii  severally  put  thereupoa,>agreed  to  by  the 
louse. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
supplementary  to  the  Set  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peape  Establishment,  and  for  other  purposes:" 
Whereupon, 

Beaolved,  That  this  House  do  disagree  to  the 
said  amendment;  Beaolvedj  That  this  House  do 
insist  on  their  saM  disagreement;  that  a  eonfer- 
ence  be  desired  with  the  Senate  en  the  subject- 
matter  of  tile  said  amendment;  and  that  Mr.  Smi- 
Lia,  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  and  Mr.  Barlt,  be 
appointed  managers  at  the  said  conference  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
{hat  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  tbe  conference 
desired  by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  amendment  depending  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  repealing  the 
acts  layibg  duties  on  salt,  and  cOntimNogia  rorce, 
fer  a  further  time,  the  first  section  o(  the  acty  enti- 
tled .'An  act  further  to  protect  the  comoaeroe  and 
seamen  of  the  United  Stajles  against  the  Barbary 
Powers,"  and. have  appblntled  managen  at  the 
same  on  .their  part. 

PAr  OF  WITNE88S8. 

.  Mr.  JoBic  Ranoolpb,  from  the  eomnuctee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  tbi^  House,  to  attend  a  con- 
ference with  the  Senate  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  amendments  depending  between  the  two 
Hobses  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
'*An  a6t  making  provision  for  the  compeosaaon  of 
witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment Of  Samuel  Chase,"  reporttd  that  the  con- 
ferees on  the  part' of  |his  I^ouse  had  met  the  con- 
ferees on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  but  had  come  to 
no  agreement  thereupon. 

.  Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port :  Whereupon,  a  motion,  was  made,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  this  House  doth  adhere  to 
its  amendment  to  the  said  bill, disagreed  toby  the 
SenatPj  it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  39,  nays 
42,  as  follows: 

YiAS— :£Tan  Alexander,  Isaac  Ahdenoe,  Dairid 
Bard,  Burwell  'Baasett,  George  M.  Bfldinger,  ioiba 
Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  Frederick  Coniad,  Bam  I>taibj. 
Bbenezer  Elmer,  John  -  W.  Eppes,  Wilham  Pindlcy. 
lamea  M.Oamntt,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Qtegg,  Isai^ 
L.  Green,  John  Hatailton,  David  Holmes,  Mi^ael  htah, 
Pa^ck  Magnider,  Joaiah  Maatara,  Ntd»<^aa  R.  Moon, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Monoiv,  Gi^ 
eon  Qhn,  Johi|  Pugb,  John  JUndolph,  Joha 
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Tann6«ee>  Thomas  Sunaiont*  Thomaii  Sandibrd,  John 
Smiliey  Hemy  Soothard,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Ahram 
Triggr,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Parid  B 
WiUiamB,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Baztiabas  BidweU,  Chris- 
topher Clark;,  John  Clopton,  Jacob  Crowninahield, 
Richard  Cntts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr^ 
John  Dawson,  Peler  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis, 
William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  David  Hough, 
Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert 
Marion,  William  MoCreery," Jonathan- O.  Moselr,  Gut- 
don  8.  Mumibrd,  Jeremiah  Nelsoti,  Timdthy  Fltkin,  jr., 
Josiah  QuincT,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Russell, 
Peter  Salil^^  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  J'amte  SlOan,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Taggait, Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Samuel 
Tenney,  David  Thomas,  TiKmias  Ww  Thompson,  Vn 
Tracy,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vaniiu^, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Another  motion  was  then  inade,'andt)ie  ques- 
tion beioff  pat,  that  this  House  doth  recede  from 
its  amendments  to  the;  bill,  if  passed  in  the  affirm- 
atiy e-=-y eas  42,  oay &  39,  as  follows : 

YiAs— Willis  Aiston^jr.,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  7ohn  Clopton,  Jacob  Crownlnshield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  ElHs, 
William  Ely,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  David  Hough, 
Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert 
Marion,  WilKam  McCreeiy,  Jonathan  O.  Mos^,  Guis 
don  S.  Mumford.Jeremiah^Nelsoii,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr^ 
Josiah  Qnincy,  Thomas. M.'  Randolph,  John  Russell, 
Peter  Sailly,  Martin  'G.  Schuneman,  Jstaies  Sloan,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadga*  Samuel 
Tenney,  Dwrid  Thomas,  Tbomas  W.  Thompsour  Un 
Tracy,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Yanram, 
Pele^  Wadsworth,  ^  Nathan  WiUiams.   .• 

N^Ts-^lsaac  AndiMson,  BorwelllBassett,  George  M. 
Bedinger,  John  BUce,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  Frederick 
Conrsyd,  Eta  DarVy/Ebeneaer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppw, 
WilUam  Pindley,  James  M.  Oarnett,  E4«in  Gray,  An- 
drew Gregg»  Isaiah  L.;  Green,  ^ohn  Hamilton,  David 
HolmM;  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,.  Josiah  Mss- 
ters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiidi 
Morrow,  John  Mdrrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  John 
Randolph,  John  Shea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Thomas  Sandford,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Jos. 
Stanton,  Philip  R*  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WilHams,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston.  ' 

CAS£  OF  THE  LEANDElt 

Mr.  Ctuiif CT  presented  to  the  Hooaa  two  saTml 
xnemoriala  of  Samoel  Q.  Ogden,  and  of  William 
S.  Smith,  of  the  city  or  JNiew^orii,  w||ieh  ^w^re 
reeetYed  and  reiid,  respeetivelj  stating  that  tbay 
are  under  a  erimuml  prosecution,  now  depending 
in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  Uotted  States  for  the 
district  ^f  New  York^  for  kn  alleged  ofienoe 
affainsi  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  in  which, 
if  guilty,  they  hare  been  led  int6  error  by  the  con- 
duct ofofficets  of  the  SxeeutiveGevejrnment,  who 
now. intend  to  bring  upon  the  memoriaUsts  the 
penaiti^  of  the  laws,  to  sacriiee  their  characters, 
fortones,  and  liberty,  in  expiasion  of  their  o^ira  er- 
rors, or  to  depreeate  the  rengeanoeo^  foreign  Qav- 
emments,  by  offering  the  memorialists  us  a  victim 
to  their* resentment:  that  the^jr  have-also  exj>eri- 
enead  grea^  oppressimi  aad  iujutiee  in  tba  aum- 


ner  of  coodacting.the.aaidpo8eeution;  and  pray- 
ing such  relief  therein  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
may  think  proper  to  grant. 

The  memorials  having  been  read, 

Mr.LTON  moved,  tlut  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their.pelitifins. 
,  Mr.  N.  Williams  said  that  it  ai^peared  to  him 
that  the  tendency  j)f  these  memorials  was,  by  ob- 
taining tli^e  sanction  of  the  House  to  their  con- 
tents, to  throw  the  blame  and  censure  on  the  prose- 
cutors. It  appeared  to  him  proper  to  arrest  such 
a  mode  of  proceeding,  especially  while  the  busi- 
ness to  which  the  memorials  rei erred  WMntbju- 
dice.  Thev  contained  accusations  against  the 
judge,  who  himself  was  under  a  prosecution.  He 
did  not  see  the  object  of  the  petitions,  unless  it 
was  to  excite  a  clamor  and  indignation  against 
ihe  court.  It  was  improper  tbat  they  should  be 
sanctioned  by  beiog  printed  under  the  direction 
q{  this  House,  while  the  cause  was  depending, 
and  it  lyas  unknown  whether  the  cour(  had  acted 
properly  or  improperly.  Suppose,  previously  to 
these  trials  coming  on,  a  censure  should  be  cast 
on  the  court ;  would  not  this  be  a  novel  kind  of 
proceeding — would  it  not  be  wresting  justice  from 
Its  due  course,  and  be  degradingf  to  the  Legisla- 
ture? Sudh  a  procedure' would  likewise  be  dan- 
gerous to  thfl(  principles  of  justice.  Shall  we  per- 
mit a  persdn  under  accusation  to  prefer  a  charge 
against  thf  tribunal  before  whom  he  is  summoned 
to  appear?  Suppose  we  declare  the  court,  and 
not'  the  criminal  guilty,  shall  we  not  thereby  pros- 
,trate  eve^ry  orinciple  of  justice,  and  set  a  prece- 
dent never  known  in  any  country^  as  dangerous 
to:  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  a9  violative  of  the 
Constitution?  Jn  my  opinion  the  (je^i&lature 
ought  not  in  this  stage  of  the  business  to  intefere. 
Such  interference  will  be  premature.  If  hereaf- 
ter the  proaecution  appears  to  have  been  impro- 
perly cohdueted,  it  will  be  time,  enough  to  make 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  prosecutor  and 
the  court;  but  before  that,  such  an  inquiry  will 
be  premature,  and  will  be  a  prejudging  of  the  case. 
From  th^  niomeot  I  heard  these  petitions  read, 
ttiey  struck  me  as  being  of  a  most  dangerous' ten- 
dency. If  at  all  sanctioned  by  this  House,  they 
will  tend  to  incense  not  only  the  country  against 
the  Administration^  but  against  the  tribunals  of 
justice.  We  find  it  asserted  in  them,  that  the 
AdministtaiioU)  ai^d  pariicularlv  the  Secretary  of 
State,  had  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  transactions 
connectea  with  the  fitting  out  the  Leander^  This 
charge  has  been  already  m&de  in  the  newspapers — 
it  bas  gone  abroad,  and  been  contradicted ;  and  I 
do  jiot  heaitate  to  declare  in  my  place  that  the  ac- 
cusation is  false,  that  it  is  a  calumnjr,  that  (here 
if  not  a  word  in  the  petition  cbargiog  the  Ad- 
ministration with  this  fact  that  is  founded  in  Irutb. 
I  think  the  proper  course  is  for  the  petitioners  to 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions.  Not  that 
I  aqi  for  a  deriial  of  justice.  If  the  petitioners  fail 
in  their  application  fot  justice  to  the  court,  it  will 
then  be  time  enough  fur  us  to  interfere.  Indeed 
it  is  a  thing  unheard-of  in  thU  nation,  while  the 
accused  are  under  nr.osecution,  that  they  should 
be  suffered  tocou^e  tbrwurd  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
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resentatives  with  charges  against  the  court  and  the  |  tlemen^a  transition  whicii  took  idace  twojeara 
Govern-ment.    The  memorialists  not  only  charge  *       ''" 

the  Government,  but  the  magistrates,  with  corrupt 
motives.  Shall  we  permit  the  Government  to  be 
thus  treated, and  the  tribunals  of  .justice  to  iye  thus 
calumniated  ;*  and  give  a  sanction  to  the  charges 
by  printing  a  paper  that  contains  them  ?  I  hope 
we  sliall  hare  ifirtue  and  firmness  enough  lo  re- 
sist such  a  procedure.  1  tiiink  we  haye  gone  far 
enough  in  patiently  listening  to  petitions  which 
iiave  "no  legal  object  in  view,  which  not  only 
ctarge  the  departments  of  the  Executive  QoVt 
erament  with  improper  views,  but  which  contain 
accusations  againstthe  tribunals  of  justice;  what 
scarcely;  merit  to  be  called  accusations— but  base 
calumnies.  The  manner  too  in  which  these  me- 
morials hav^^been  presented  iji  most  eltraordi- 
nary.  In  point' of  time,  this  being  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  it  must  have  been  known  that  it  was 
out  of  our  power  to  investi^te  theiF  contents.  It 
is  also  very  unfortunate,  when  the  citizens  of  New 
'York  are  so  Mf  represented  on  this  floor  that 
the  petitioners  ha^ve  been  obliged  tb  travel  to  Bos- 
ton, in  order  to  obtain  a  gentleman  to  present  their 
memorials.  F*or  these  reasons^  I  shall  vot'e  de- 
cidedly against  the  printing. 

Mr.  duiNCY  said  that,  the  observations  which 
were  made  were  such  as  might  have  b^en  expected 
to  be  offered^  had  it  been  proposed  to  go  into 
an  inquiry  on  these  memorials.  I  do  not  say,  said 
Mr.  Q^y  that  the  information  contained  in  the  pe- 
titions is  true.  -AH  I  say  is,  that  as  a'  high  officer 
of  the  Government  i^  it^plicaf ^d,  justice  requires 
that  an  inquiry  at  some  time  should  take  place. 
I  do  not  say  that  it  ought  now  to  take  place.  The 
question  at  present  is,  whether  this  information* 
Bnall  rest  on  our  tables.  Gedtlemah  say  no — throw 
it  off.  But  I  say  inquire ;  because  I  believe,  when 
an  examination  shuil  be  made,  a  part  of  the  state- 
ment at  least  will  be  found  tb  tui-n  out  correct. 
It  is  said  that  the  memoriali^'ts  are  under  accusa- 
tion ;  btlt  have  they  not  therefore,  a  right  to  peti- 
tion this  House?  But  so  far  as  relates^  to  the  judge, 
there  is  only  an  information  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
not  a  prosecution.  Whoever  heard  of  a  man  ac- 
cused before  himself?  Gentlemen  inay  throw 
these  petitions  under  the  table^  but,  if  they  do  so, 
'  they  will  do  a  great  disrespect  to  tbe  House.  My 
only  object  is  that  aj;i  ipquirv  should  be  mi^de  at 
a  convenient  season  into  the  racts  alleged  in  these 
petition^.  The  information  contained  in  some  of 
those  statements-is  cprrobo^ted  by  information 
Imown  to  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor — that  the 
Executive  had  been  advised  of  the  fitting  out  of 
the  Leander  thne  enough  to  tave  prevented  her 
sailing.  By  throwing  these  petitions  under  the 
table  gentlemen  will  show  that  they  are  not  dis- 
posed to  investigate  these  facts. 

Mr.  Smilig  believed  the  House  were  to  blame 
in  permitting  these  petitions  to  be  presented.  It 
was  a  rdle  of  the  House  that  every  member  pre- 
senting a 'petition  should  first  generally  state  its 
contents.    The  membier  who  presented  these  pe- [and  iiavmg  he^rd,  received  them.    As.  to  the 


titions,  having  made  this  stateroeilt,!  think  the 
House  ought  not  to  have  permitted  them  to  have 
been  read.    I  will  call  to  the  recollection  of  gen- 


ago.  A  petition  was  tlien  presented  from  ccrtam 
aliens  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York ;  and  be- 
caute  they  reflected  on  a  former  AdDatDtstration, 
the  House  would  not  hear  them.  I  ncrer  did,  said 
Mr.  S.J  witness  such  an  attempt  as  this ;  and  could 
such  attempts  be  sustained,  they  would  snbvertaH 
government  whatever.  Shall  a  person  accused  of 
a  crime,  wbile  his  trial  is  depending  bring  for- 
ward complaints  against  hi&  judges  7  If  so,  we 
ha  V  e.  no-reffular  govern  men  t.  Th  is  is  turnii^  (lie 
House  of  Rejpresentatives  into  a  judiciary  body, 
and  ^UiArizing  (hem  to  wrest  all  otl^er  busineis 
from  the  tribisnals  of  justice. 
.  ;Mr.  Ahajon<^l  would  not  ris^,  bit  ibr  the^ex- 
tffMidinary  declajAtion  of  the  g«Dtleiiuni  firon 
Massachusetis^  who  ai^s  inen^ers  of  the  House 
knew  that  the  Presictent  was  possessed  of  know* 
ledge  of  the  Leander's  ;qiiling,  time  enough  lo  have 
prevented  it^  He  says  he  knew  it.  If  so,  this 
sufficiently  accounts  for  the  course  now  proposed 
to  be  taken.  If  the  fitting  out  and  the  destination 
of  the  Leander  were  known  to  any  member  of 
this  House;^  1  pronounce  that  member  equally 
criminal  with  the  Secretary  of  State  or  the  Presi- 
dent. For  m  y  part  I  had  heard  a  gentlemen  of  re- 
sneotability  from  New  Tprk  say,  though  some  peo- 
nle  were  prepared  for  the  sailing-of  tiie  I«eaBder, 
he  did  aot  thiok  tweaty  mea  in  fitw  Yock  knew 
tifce  plaoe  of  her  detltpation.  As  to  the  course 
pnreued'by  the  House^  it  is  perfectly  immauiidi 
to  itte,  whether  the  'petiti4As  Ue  on  the  tM/^  er  aie 
fetumed  to  those  from  whom  th«y. came—ray  oniy 
wish  ifi^  that  w«e  do  aotsaaction  a  4hiag  of  t^js 
kind  withoot  kttowinfg  more«bottt  it. 

"Mr.  Jkokbovj — 'Che  i^tiehMm  iinm  Maasa- 
ehusetfs  has  told  Qs. off  lafofQiatioii 
this  Hpu,se  of  a  most  extraordimiry  i 
tainiy  the  most  extraordinary  in  tbe  ftnoab  of  jn- 
risprudence;  that  GoremmeilC'had  aknewle^ 
of  this  case,  tmd  that  they  are'mfivid  to  trust  the 
tiecision  of  a  jurv  of  thifir  country.  Tilts  is  most 
extraordinary  indeed,  Par  my  pat't,  I  r^ret  chat 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  nad  so  far  for- 
got his  own  dignity,  and  the  duty  he  oves  his 
coiuptry,  as  to  have  permitted  himself  to  have  be- 
come tne  organ  of  these  charges.  He  has  told  as 
we  wiK  discredit oursielves  by  rejecting  these  peti- 
tions. But  permit  tne  'to  ^y'he  has  alteadv  more 
discredited  himaell  by  pieseating  4heiB.  The  pe- 
titiflifeen  s«y  this  expedition  hasreeeived  the  •!»- 
pilose  and  encoun^penieM  lof  the  ^fcruBeii^ 
and  the  gentleman  ^ays  this  is  kA^vn  to  tke 
House.  1  piOBOttBce  this  ^ulse..  I  say  it  k  «bMse 
•caliknny,  of  whieh  4he  gentlenan  hma  made  him- 
self the  org;an  $  4md  in  saying  so,  I  hold  myself 
nespoitsibie  in  ao^y  pkaee  thegentleaaan  pleases. 

Mr.  Q^D|itoY.-»l  deemed  it  nx^  doty  to  prasent 
a  petition  handed  to  me,^tit  eonae  from  wkat 
quar-ter  it  mighl-^-and  in  this  insunce  before  1 
presenited  these  memorials  I  nyule  a  coireet  atato- 
ment  of  ail  their  contents,  which  the  House  heard. 


harsh  things  whichhave  been  uctered  by  the  ; 
tleman  from  Virf^iua  it  is  not  in  his  power  la 
hurt  my  lepotaitoa.    I  said  aome  infomHiciM, 
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stated  in  the  memorials,  was  correct.  I  say  so 
now;  But  did  I  say  the  whole  infot'matioQ  con- 
tained in  them,  with  the  coloring,  was  truel 
Gentlemen  will  hear  me  witness  that  I  said  I  did 
not  believe  the  facts  could  be  proved ;  but  that 
there  was  ground  enough  to  justify  the  gbinf  into 
an  inquiry.  Now,  as  to  the  information  aficided 
to :  I  received'  no  information  myself  from  New 
York-^the  information  came  to  a  gentleman  on 
this  floor.  Was  it  for  me  to  bring  this  informa- 
tion before  ^he  House  7  Other  gentlemen  had  the 
same  information.  I  have  said  these  things  as  a 
reason  for  not  beine  too  precij^itate.  Such  con- 
duct will  look  as  if  we  were  influenced  by  im- 


y  II 

by  I 


proper  motives.  In  what  I  have  said,  I  by  no 
means  mean  to  give  a  sanction  to  the  memorials. 
Mr.MuMFORD. — On  the  first  of  February  t  appli- 
to  the*  Collector  of  New  Y^rk.  He  declared  he 
did  not  know  the  real  destination  of  the  Leander 
— she  had  c(eared  oqt  for  Jacmel.  The  2d  Feb- 
ruary, the  Leander  sailed  from  the  watering  place 
at  Staten  Island.  Her  destination  was  the  com- 
mon subject  of  conversation.  Some  supposed  it 
was  to  one  place,  and  some  to  ano.ther ;  but  it  was 
ffeneraily  conjectured  to  be  a  British  ezpediuon. 
It  was  common  conversation  tbfit  Miranda  nad 
brought  with  him  a  credit  on  Great  Britain,  and 
I  have  since  been  informed  he. drew  a  bill  on  one 
of  the  late  British  Administratien.  t  Shortly  aHer. 
I  heard  of  theprosecution,  but  I  never  imaginea 
the  Administration  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
expedition. 

Mr.  QoiNOT  said,  in  the  remarks  he  had  offered, 
he  had  only  meant  to  say  that  there  had  been  an 
extraordinary  e<iuipment  and  arming  in  the  har- 
bor of  New  York.  He  did  not  mean  to  pledge 
himself  as  to  the  knowledge  of  the  destination^ 
or  to  the  other  fact,  whether  there  was  time  for 
the  Administration  to  have  prevented  it. 
Mr.  Jacsson. — The  aentleman  did  say  so. 
Mr.  QrUiNCT^ — Such  Is  my  impression  at  pres- 
ent, but  I  am  not  certain  of  it.  Since  I  orose,  I 
hare  understood  that  after  this  information  was 
reeeived,  an  attei&pt  was  made  by  the  Executive 
to  stop  the  v^sel.  In  making  the  remarks  I  have 
offered,  I  did  not  inean  to  criminate  the  Adminis- 
tration. If  my  words  bore  such  a  meaning,  I 
withdraw  thein.  "  Such  was  not  my  intention. 

Mr.  BiDWBLL  said,  the  memorials  referred  to 
two  subjects.  On  the  first,  the  niemorialists  state 
that  they  have  been  indicted  for  an  offence,  and 
represent  certain  facts,  which  they  say  are  in  their 
favor ;  they  say  the  indictment  is  depending-— this 
is  begging  the  case.  *  That  while  these  facts  re- 
main to  be  tried  before  a  tribunal  of  justice,  where 
the  whole  benefit  of  evidence  may  1^  made  use  pf 
either  in  justification  or  destruction  of  the  charges, 
that  the  memorialists  should  resort  to  a  petition 
of  this  nature  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  is 
most  extraordinary;  and  for  the  House  to  under- 
take to  decide  a  question  now  pending  before  a 
court  and  jury,  before  whom  any  witnesses  may 
be  summoned,  would  be  still  more  extraordinary. 
The  other  subject  relates  to  the  conduct.of  the 
judge  in  this. particular  case.  If,  when  this  case 
shafi  be  ultimately  decided,  the  memorialists  shall 
9th  Con. — 35 


think  themselves  aggrieved,  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  come  forward  with  their  complaint. 

Mr.  Barlt. — The  memorials  have  been  pre* 
seated  at  a.  time  and  undar  circumstances  so  ex- 
traordinarv«  as,  in  my  opinion,  to  call  for,  at  the 
handfe  of  this  House,  something  more  than  is  con- 
tained in  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
jtncky.  These  peculiarities  of  time  and  circum- 
stance have  been  already  noticed  by  different  fen^ 
tlemen,  and  are  of  -a.nature  so  striking,  that  uey 
cannot  escape  the  attention  of  any.  I  shall  not, 
therefore,  detain  the  House  with  any  argument^ 
or  with  a  detail  of  them.  I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  offering  a  resolution  which  I  think  the  occasion 
calls  for,  and  ia.favor  of  which  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  will  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Earlt  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

ResQlvedf  That  the  charges  contained  in  the  memo- 
rials of  8.  6.  Ogden  and  William  Smith  are,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  unsupported  by  any  evidence 
which,  ih  the  least  degree,  criminates  th^  Executive 
g^Temment  of  this  conntiy ; — that  the  said  memorials 
appear  .to  have  been  presented  at  a  time  and  under 
circumstances  insidiously  calculated  to  excite  nnjnst 
suspicions  in  die  minds  of  the  good  people  of  this  na* 
tion  against  the  existing  Administration  of  the  General 
Government,  and  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  in 
this  House  to  take  any  step  which  might  influence  or 
prejudice  a  cause  now  depending  in  a  legal  tribunal  of 
the  United  Sutes.  Therefore,  Jteadved,  That  the  said 
memorials  be  by  the  Clerk  of  this  House  returned  to 
those  from  whom  they  came. 

Mr.  Lt9N  withdrew  his  motion. 
^  Mr.  Clxbk  said  this  resolution  was  susceptible 
of  division.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  latter 
part  of  it,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  give  a  hasty  de- 
cision on  the  former,  as  he  was  not  acquamted 
with  all  the  circumstances  referred  to.  He  would 
therefore  move  to  strike  out  the  first'  part  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Smilie. — Wet' are  now  to  give  a  vote  whe- 
ther these  charges  are  true  or  not.  Believing 
them  to  be  untrue,  I  shall  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out. 

Mr.GLARK. — I  do  not  believe  that  they  are  true* 
But  it  is  hot  proper  to  condemn  a  cause  unheard. 
These  men  think  themselves  aggrieved;  they  set 
forth  certain  charges,  and  we  at  once  give  oar 
opmion  that  they  are  false.  I  can  never  agree  to 
this  course. 

Mr.  Dana. — These  memorials  contain  a  state- 
ment of  certain  facts  in  the  nature  of  alleffations 
against  certain  officers  in  this  Gtoverament.  When- 
ever allegatiohs  of  this  kind  are  made,  such  lan- 
guage ought  to  be  used  as  is  best  adapted  to  con- 
vey the  ideas  of  the  petitioners.  These  memo- 
rials contain  two  things.  In  .the  first  place,  thev 
charge  the  Executire  of  the  United  States  with 
a  participation  in  Miranda's  expedition.  As  to 
this  charge^  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  impropriety 
of  the.  House  interfering.  Under  a  law  of  the 
United  States  the  equipment  of  a  vessel  against  a 
Power  with  which  we  are  at  peace;  is  considered 
as  a  misdemeanor,  punished  bv  fine  and  imprison- 
ment: and  if  General  Miranaa  misled  these  men 
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under  a  belief  that  the  President,  or  Secretary  of 
State,  did  countenance — thongh  in  fact  they  did 
not — this  enterprise,  they  may,  if  found  guilty  by 
a  jury,  a7ail  tbemselves  of  this  circumstance,  in 
mitigation  of  their  fine  and  imprisonment.  It 
does  not  become  this  House,  by  any  declaration, 
to  give  an  opinion  on  this  point,  either  one  way 
or  another.  On  the  other  point,  relative  to  the 
conduct  of  the  judge,  I  am  not  so  satisfied  reUr 
tive  to  the  course  to  be  pursued.  Is  not  every 
man  accused  entitled  to  a  fair  trial  ?  And  if  the 
charges  are  true,  and  the  man  guilty,  and  y^ex  the 
judge  has  erred,  he  has  abused  his.  authority.  I 
will  not  say  perversely,  but  he  has  not  pursued 
the  usual  course  of  administering  criminal  justice. 
As  to  this  part  of  the  memorial,  therefore,  I  am 
willing  it  should  lie  od  the  table ;  while  I  am  per- 
fectly ready  as  to  that  part  which  respects  the 
Executive,  to  reject  it. 

!^[r.  ALEXANDf:R.-rI  wish  to  bie  informed  of  the 
correctness  of  my  impression,  that. the  mover  of 
the  memorial  prayed  it  should  be  printed.  Before 
the  House  give  tneir  consent  to  publish  such  a 
iKoluminous  piece  of  calumny,  I  should  be  glad  to 
bear  some  reason  assigned  for  it.  At  first  blysh, 
ai  has  been  represented  by  the.  gentleman  from 
New  York,  this  appeajrs  to  be  an  unjUst/and  uni- 
candid  attempt  to  pbtain  the  interference  of  this 
House.  I  should  be  fflad  gentlemen  would  show 
us  any  case  in  which  it  would  he  right  for  this 
House  to  interfere  while  it  is  coram  fiidiee. 

^r.  A.  concluded  with  suggesting  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Early,  which  he  after- 
wards withdrew. 
Mr.  Clark  likewise  withdrew  his  amendyient. 
Mr.  Masters. — It  is  the  first  time  I  ever  beard 
of  a  defendant  under  an  indictment  for  a  public 
ofience.  petitioning  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  to«  interfere  and  arrest  him  from  public 
justice.  It  is  a  kind  of  imputation  on  this  House. 
The  petitioner  is  accused  of  a  breach  of  the  law^ 
and  IS  called  on  to  answer  that  accqoatioa  before 
the  proper  forum.  It  does  not  belong  to  this 
House  to  interfere  with  that  tribunal.  The  Con- 
stitution has  set  apart  and  defined  the  different 
powers. 

The  memorialists  attempt  to  criminate  the  Ad- 
ministration. The  Administration  is  noton  trial 
before  this  Hous^.  If  the  district  judge,  iu  the 
oourse  of  the  examination  and  trial,  acts  corrupt- 
Ijr,  there  is  a  proper  time  and  manner  of  bringing 
him  constitutiooallybefore  this  House.  We  ought 
xkot  to  countenance  the  defendant's  endeavors  to 
ci|st  an  odium,  on  the  court  before  whom  the  ^rial 
is  depending,  and  the  petition  ou^ht  to  be  dis- 
missed in  stronger  language  than  is  expressed  in 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb  asked  for  a  division  of  the 
resolution  down  to  the  word  "country,"  preceding 
the  first  dash. 

Mr.  CLARcsaid  he  really  felt  for  the  dignity  of  the 
House.  He  had  no  hesitation  to  say  that  the  peti- 
tion was  unsupported, by  evidence.  But  the  jour- 
nals wuuld  show  that  this  was  not  the  first  in- 
stance that  similar  petitions  had  been  acted  upon. 
The  petitioners  thought  themselves  injured,  and 


had  a  riffht  to  call  for  redress.  In  order  to  fjtt 
rid  of  this  diflGiculty,  he  moved  the  previous  quei- 
tion. 

Mr.  Jackson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  taken  on  the  previous  queetioo,  "  Shall  the 
main  question  be  how  put,"  and  decided  in  the 
affirdiative — yeas  74,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Ykas*— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jon^  base 
AndiMnon,  David  Bard»  Joseph  Barker,  Bnzwell  Ba» 
8et£,  George  M,  Bedinger,  Bamabaa  Bidwell,  Joha 
Blaka,  jun.,  Robert  Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chsadkr, 
John  Olaiboxne,  JMatthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Fredar- 
ick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Caowninahield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Exra  Darby,  Ellas  Earle,  Peter  £ady, 
James  Elliot,  Cbenezer  Elmer,  WHliam  Findlcy,  Jaoes 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Gametty  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L..  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hongh,  J^hn  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
John  Lambert,  MatUiew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magnider, 
Robert' Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McGreery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jerantah  Mor- 
row, John  Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mnmibrd,  ThontaB  New- 
ton, jun.,  Gideon  Clin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvaaia, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  R—aoH,  Peter  SaiUy, 
Thomas  6andibrd,Marti9  G.  SchuneipaB,  James  Sloan, 
John  8miUe,John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Hemy  South- 
ard, Joaeph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  PbiKp  B.  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Tri^,  Joseph  B.  Yaraum, 
John  WhitehUl,  Robert  WhitahiU,  Da^  R.  WiUiaaie, 
Nathan  Williams,  and  Joaeph  Winston. 

Nats-— Silas  Betton,  Christopher  Cla^SanndW. 
Dana,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  Joseph  Lewia,  Jan., 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Ptt- 
kin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quincy,  Benjamin  Tallmadse,  Amutk 
Tenney,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  KUlian  K.  Van  Rene- 
selaer,  and  Peleg  Wadswoith. 

And  thei^  the  main  question  being  stated,  ^Thit 
the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  motion,''  a  divis- 
ion of  the  said  question  was  called  for:  Where- 
upoUj  the  £rst  meiiiber  thereof  bseing  again  read, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

^Ruohed,  That  the  ehaigee  contained  in  AemeoM^- 
rials  of  Samuel  G.  Ogden  and  of  WiUiam  &  Sautb, 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  unauppoited  by  any 
evidence  which,  in  the  least  degree,  criofnates  Hit  Ex- 
ecutive Government  of  thistcountiy." 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  Hooae  do 
agree  to  the  said  .first  member  of  the  motion,  and 
resolved  in  the  affiribative — yeaa-7S^  nafs  8,  as 
tollows : 

TxAST-Bvan  Alexander,  Willia  Alston,  Jan.,  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Geona  M. 
Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Joha  Blake,  jon^  Kobert 
Brown,  .Levi  Casey,  John  phandler,  John  Claiboine, 
Christopher  Clark,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crownio- 
shieM,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  Eliaa  Earle,  Peter 
Early,  James  Elliott,  Ebenezer  Ehner,  WilliaB  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler,  James  M.  Ganect,  An- 
drew Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  fialaej,  John  Ham- 
ilton, David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  JackacNi, 
Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick 
Magnider,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCieery,  l^kha- 
laa  R.  Moore^  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Jobs 
Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mnmibrd,  Thomas  Newton,  j1D^ 
Gideon  Clin,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  Tbcmias  IL 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Feamtyivaiua,  Jofaa  Bhca  4 
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TennesMe,  John  Ruaavll,  Peter  Saiily,  Tbomefr  Bam- 
moiu,  Thomas  Sandlbnl,  Martin  Gl  Schuneman;  Jamee 
dioaa,  John  SmiUe,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Dand  Tbomaa,  Philip  K. 
Thon^pson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  Joseph  ti.  Var- 
num,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WU- 
liams,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Winn»  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

If  4TS— BurweD  B  ^sseti,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  William 
Ely,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Josiah  Quincy,  and  Killian  k.  Van 
Rensaelacir. 

The  second  member  of  the  said  motion  being 
again  read  in  the  words  following,  to  wit; 

'*  That  the  aaid  memorials  appear  toliave  been  pre* 
sented  at  a  time,  and  imdar  ciroumstances  insidiously 
calculated  to  excite  unjust  suspici6n  in  the  minds  4>f 
the  good  people  of  this  nation,  i^ainst  the  existing 
Administration  of  the  General  OoTernmeat." 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  affree 
to  the  said  second  member  of  the  motion,  and  re- 
aoUed  in  the  affirmatiye— yeas  70,  nays  13,  as 
follows: 

Ybas — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jna.^  Isaac 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Bunrell  Bas* 
sett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Bsirnabsa  Bidwell,  John 
Blake^  jup.,  Rob^  Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Ghan« 
dler,  John  Claibomey  MatUtew  Clay, -John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  Elias  Earle,  Pe- 
ter Early,  James  Elliot,  ^benezer  Elmer,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowjer,  Andrew  Crregg,. 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Hals^,  John  Hamilton,  David 
Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lam- 
bert, Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Ma- 
rion, Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreexy,  Nicholas  R: 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S. 
Mumfofd,  Thomas  Newton,  Jan.,  Gideon  Clin,  John 
Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  Rhea-  of  Tennessee^  John  BusmU^  Peter 
8aaiy,  Thoflu#  S«mmon%  Thomas  Saadford,  Martia. 
CK  Sehunaman,  James  8|oan»  John  Siniiie,  John  Smith, 
dammel  Smith,  Hewy  Southard^  Joseph  3tantott,  Da^ 
Tid  Thomaa,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B«  Varnam,  Mm 
Whitehill,  Rabart  Whitehill,  JDtavid  R.  WiUia»%  Nar 
tbMi  Wlliattis,  Ridkacd  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winstan* 

NAn--Chris«^her  Clarit,  Samruel  W.  Dana,  Wfl- 
Ham  Ely,  James  M.  Gamett,  Joseph  Lawis^  jtm.,  Jon- 
athan O*  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
Jan.,  J^iah  Quinoy«  John  Bandeiph,  Phlfip  R.  Themp- 
•o»,  Abram  Trigg,  and  Killian  K.  ¥an  Rensselaer. 

The  third  member  of  the  saki  motion  being 
agaiv  read,  in  the  wprds  following,  to  wit:      ' 

<*  And  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  in  this  House^ 
to  take  any  step  which  might  influence  or  prejudice  a 
cause  now  depending  in  a  legal  tribuns^  of  the  United 
States." 

The  question  wis  t  Aea  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  said  third  member  of  the  motion,  and  unan- 
imously resolred  in  the  aftrmative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  eyerjr  member  present  voting  in  the  affirm* 
ative,  to  wit: 

Etsu  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Ander- 
aon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Bnrwell  Bassett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
Jan.,  Robert  Brown,  Len  Cvey,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claibame^  Ohrntapher  G9aik,  Matthew  Gli^t  Joha 


Olopton,  Frederick -Coiirad*  Leonard  Covington,  Ja«:ob 
Crowninshield,  Richard  Gutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Ezra 
Darby,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebene* 
zer  Elmer,- William  Ely,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
John  Fowler,  Jam^s  M.  Gamett,  Andrew  trregg,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Silas  Haisey,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreenr,  Nicholas 
R.  M6ore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Gurdon  S.  Muinfbrd,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thorn* 
as  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olih,  Timothy  Htkin,  jun., 
John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
^  Penn^vaitia,  Jolm  Rliea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rna- 
sell,  Peter  Sailly,. Thomas  Sammona,  Thomas  SandU 
lord,  Mastia  G.  Schnneuan,' James  Sloan,  John  Smi* 
lie,  JahB  Smith,  Sanrael  Smith,  Henr^  Somthai<d* 
Joseph  Stanton,   Samuel   Tenneyi  DaVid   Thomas* 


Philip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg,  KilliaQ 
K.  Van-  Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamnm,. John  White* 
km,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Richar4 


Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

The  fonrth  and  last  member  of  the  said  motion 
being  again  read,  In  the  words  followiDg)  to  wit: 

''.Therefore,  Besohed,  That  tiie  said  memorials  be^ 
by  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  returned  to  those  from 
whom  they  came:" 

The  .qoestibn  was  taken  that  the  House  do  a^ee 
to  the  said  fourth  and  last  member  of  the  motion, 
-and  rescjlved  in  thd  affirmative-^eas  71,  nays  14, 
as  follows : 

TsAS-rETan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaae 
Anderson,  parid  Bard^  Joseph  Barker,  Bnrwell  Baa- 
sett,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  junior,  Robert 
Brown,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler, '  John  Clai^ 
boQie,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Con* 
rad,  Leonard  Covington,  Jaoob  Croirninshield,  Richavd 
Cntts,  Bara  Darby,  John  Dtwson,  Elias  Eavle,  Peter 
Early,  Jamea  Elliot,  ^Bbeneaer  Bhner,  John  W.  Eppe^ 
Wimam  Findley,  Jamas  Fuic,  John  Fowler>  James  M» 
GF^n^ett,  Andrew  fh^Sgg,  Isaiah  L.  C}xeen,  Silas  Haisey^ 
John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  John 
Lambert,  Miiithew  Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert 
Marion,  Joeish  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S» 
Mumibrd,.  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Gideon  Olin,  John 
Pugli,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvap 
nia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  Schuntman, 
James  Sloan,  John  SmiKe,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Josejdi  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  PhiK 
ip  R.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Yamum,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehm,  David  R*  WiKams,  Na>> 
than  WiUiams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Wiastan. 

Nat»— George  M»  Bedmger,  Christopher  Claik,  Sam*^ 
net  W.  Dana,  William  Ely,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Jera> 
mfadi  Nelson,  Timothy  PItUn,  jun.,  Josiah  <)utai€y, 
John  Randolph,  John  Russell/Samuel  Thompson,  Tho» 
mas  W.  Thompson,  Abnun  IVigg,  and  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer. 

DimES  ON  SALT. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  repealing  the  acts  laying  dutiea 
on  salt,  and  continumg  in  force  for.a  further  time, 
the  jGirst  section  of  the  act,  eatiiled  **An  act  fur- 
ther to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the 
United  Stales  agfUAsl  the  Baxbary  Foweitf." 
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These  amendments  proposed  striking  out  all* 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  relative  to  the  repeal  of 
the  daty  on  salt. 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  believed  it  would  be  in  or- 
der to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate.  If  it 
were,  he  would  offer  an  amendment,  which  would . 
go  to  take  off  the  duty  on  salt  to  the  amount  of 
eight  cents.  > 

The  Speaker  considering  the  amendment,  in 
the  present  stage  of  the  business,  not  in  orde^,  the 
question  was  put  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  SenateJ 

Mr.  J.  Handolphj — I  understand  this  House  to 
have  sent  a  bill  to  the  Senate  repealing  the  exist- 
ing duty  on  salt,  and  continuing  for  a  further  time 
the  tax  imposing  a  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per 
eent.  on  articles  previously  charged  with  ad  vah>- 
rem  duties.  The  Senate  have  returned  the  bill, 
retaininfi^  the  suppiv  we  voted,  as  well  as  the  tax 
proposed  by  us  to  be  repealed.  I  hope  we  shall 
not  agree  to  their  amenciments,  and  the  reasons  I 
shall  offer  will  not  be  those  drawn  from  expedi- 
ency, but  irom  my  idea  of  the  Constitutional 
E>wer8  of  this,  and  the  other  brancLof  the  Legis- 
ture — which  is,  that  it  is  the  sole  and  indisputa- 
ble prerogative  of  this  House  to  grant  the  money 
of  tne  people  of.  the  United  States.  It  is  here 
only  that  a  grant  of  monev  can  originate.  It  is 
true  that  the  Senate  have  tne  power  of  amending 
money  hills,  but  my  idea  of  the  extent  to  which' 
that^wer  can  go,  according  to  the  true  spirit  of 
the  Uonstitution^  is  this :  While  the  Senate  may 
•mead  money  bills,  to  facilitate  the  ^collection  of 
duties,  or  in  other, respects,  as  to  their  details,  they 
do  not  possess  the  Constitutional  power  of  vary- 
ing either  fhe  quantum  of  tax  propoMd  in  this 
House,  or  the  object  on  which  it  may  be  levied. 
I  hope  the  House  will  never  consent  to  ^ive  up 
this  invaluable  privilege  of  wyfng  what  supplies 
thev  will  grant,  and  the  object  on  which  they 
shall  be  levied.  But,  even  supposing  tins  objec- 
tion nugatory,  I  hope  this  House  will  not  suffet 
itself  to  be  trapped,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session, 
in  agreeing  to  a  grant  it  was  never  in  their  con- ' 
temptation  to  make.  When  we  sent  a  bUl  to  the 
other  branch  to  continue  the  Mediterranean  doty, 
we  sent  at  the  same  time,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duty 
on  salt.  The  amendment  from  the  Senate  can  be 
Tiewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  originating  a 
money  bill  in  the  Senate.  It  goes*  to  originate  a 
tax  on  salt.  Such,  in  effect,  will  be^the  object 
and  tendency  of  the  ^measure.  Let  us  suppose, 
instead  of  sending  to  the  Senatea  bill  impodnff  a 
new  tax,  we  had  sent  a  simple  bill  to  repeal  this 
same  tax  upon  salt-^oold  the  Senate,  by  an 
amoidment,  fivet  and  continue  the  Mediterra- 
nean fund  ?  And  if  they  could,  would  not  that 
be  originating  a  money  bill  1  I  hope  the  House 
will  disagree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sloan. — However  I  may  expose  myself  to 
die  censure  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  say '  something  un  a  subject 
highljr  interesting  to  my  constituenu.  Notwitb- 
standinff  the  talents  and  eloquence  of  that  gentle- 
man, I  diiler  from  him  od  this  subject.  I  will  ask 
what  chance  there  was  of  obtaining  the  repeal  of  [ 


this  tax  upon  salt,  when  the  measure  was  proposed 
at  the  heel  of  a  session,  when  it  might  have  been 
offered  three  months  ago,  and  connected  with 
another  thing  which  compelled  me  to  vote  for  it? 
In  my  opinion,  it  is  as  Constitutional  for  ns  to 
agree  to  an  amendment  of  the  Senate  as  if  the 
thing  originated  with  us.  I  hope  the  House  will 
agree  to  the  amendment.  The  situation  of  our 
anairs  requires  it,  and  I  trust  we  shall  treat  with 
contempt  the  attiempt  to  force  down  so  imix>rtant 
a  bill  at  the  end  of  a  session. 

Mr.  Alston  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to 
accommodate  with  the  Senate.  In  order  to  ob> 
tain  an  accommodation,  he  should  vote,  in  the 
first  instance,  against  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate. On  a  conference,  they  may  agree  to  strike 
off  the  duty  of  eight  cents  on  salt,  and  the  next 
year,  when  we  shall  better  understand  the  ground 
on  which  we  stand,  the  House  may  be  disposed 
still  further  to  lessen  the  burden. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee.— I  do  not  consider 
this  bill  as  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  originating  reve- 
nue, but  as  one,  on  the  contrary,  detracting  from 
the  revenue.  }.  contend  that  the  Senate  bare  the 
power,  at  any  time,  to  say  they  will  nor  consent 
to  the  repeal  of  a  revenue  law,  else  they  are  a 
trifling,  insignificant  body.  Are  they  not,  as  well 
as  we^  to  judge  of  the  exigency  of  the  country  ? 
This  is  not  a  question  of  expediency,  but  of  ne- 
cessity. Though  we  are  desirous  of  taldng  off 
the  duty  on  s^lt,  such  is  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, menaced  with  foreign  danger,  and  particoLu-ly 
with  a  war  with  Tunis,  that  the  revenue  oofht  not 
to  be  diminished.  For  these  reasons  I  shall  con- 
cur in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  agreeing 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate — yeas  24,  nays 
56,  as  follows : 

TvA0^Johndlake,jr.,  RicfaudCaIti,  EsnDubj, 
James  Fisk>  Imiah  L.  Green,  Walter  Jonea,  Mi^ad 
Leib/  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah  Masters*  NicImiIbs  B, 
Moore,  Gnrdon  8.  Mumibrd,  Thonas  Newton,  jtaiat, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennwam,  Jobn 
Rusaeli,  Peter  Sailiy,  Thomas  Sammona,  Thomas  Ssnd- 
foid,  Martin  G.  Schnnenran,  Jas.  Sloan,  Ilavid  ThoBM, 
UrlTiacy,  John  WhitehiU,  and  Nathan  WilUams. 

NAxa— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  AlstoD,  jan^  Bar- 
well  BasMtt,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Bana- 
bas  Bidwell,  Robert  Bn>wB»  Levi  Casey,  John  Chand- 
ler, John  Claibome,  Christopher  Claik,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Jaoob  Crowninahield,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Eaziy,  Jmmem 
Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppee, 
James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gngg,  Silas 
Halscr^,  John  Hamilton,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jon- 
athap  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jnn.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Qnin^,  John 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Snsilie, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Joseph  Stanton,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  SamUel  Tenney,   Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Joasph  B.  Vai- 
num,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Robert  WhitehiU,   Bnvid  R. 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jo- 
seph Winston. 

Mr. .J.  Randolph. — I  hope  we  shall  now  ad- 
here to  oar  'disagreement  to  the  amendBieiit  of  the 
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Senate.    I  hope  we  shall  not  concur  with  the  Sen- 
ate, under  the  idea  of  reducing  the  duty  on  salt 
from  twenty  to  twelve  cents.    Notwithstanding 
a  fear  entertained  by  some  gentlemen  of  a  defi- 
•ciency  in  the  revenue,  the  House,  by  a  vast  Hiajor- 
ity,  passed  the  bill  repealing  the  duty  on  salt.  The 
Message  of  the  President  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  Committee 
made  a  report  recommending  the  taking  off  the 
-duty  on  salt,  and  continuing  the  two  and  a  half 
per  cent.  duty.    EiVery  objection  to  the  measure 
that  DOW  exists  tHeii  existed,  and'  ought  then  .tp 
have  been  offered.    We  then  sent  to  the  other 
House  a  supply  of  money — a  tax  yielding .$900,- 
000,  with  the  probability  of  its  amountmg  the 
ensuing  year  to  a  million.;  in  this  same  bill  we 
proposed  taking, off  a  tax,  which  does  not  yield 
^00,000;  we  therefore  made  a  grant  of  $400,000 
annually.    It  is  said  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  does  not  goto  the  imposition  of  a  new  tar, 
-but  that  it  continues  the  revenue  as  it  is.  •  There 
is  some  plausibility,  but.nb  solidity  in  this  Remark. 
If  it  .goes  to  continue  the  reyenae  as  it  now  is, 
where  is  the  necessity  of  continuing' the  duty  of 
two  and  a  half  percent.?    It  is  therefore  in  fact 
a  new  im>ney  bill.    Let  me  urge  one  thing  to  the 
'House,   m  we  ever  meau  to  strike  off  the  duty  on 
salt,,  we  must  clinff  to  the  Mediteri^anean  fund  as 
the  lever  to  lift  this  load  from  the  shoulders  of 
the  people.    It  will  be  recollected  that  within  five 
years  w6  hare  taken  off  the  internal  taxes.    I  am 
glad  of  it :  for  .1  fear  it  would  not  now  be  dotie. 
They  produced  about  $800,000,  inclusive  of  the 
4aze6  which  have  expired,  ^nd  $640,000  exclusive 
of  thetn.    But  we  have  granted  a  supply  of  two 
-and  a  half  per  cent,  duties,  which  yield  ansDally, 
from  nine  hundred  thousand,  to  a  million  dollars. 
'This  is  a  complete  o£&et  to  the  repeal  of  the  in- 
ternal taxes.    What  we  have  lost  by  their  repeal 
fwe  have  gained,  ^ith  the  addition  of  one  ot  two 
bnndred  thousand  dollars  beyond  the  sum  we 
should  havQ  received,  had  they  been  suffered  to 
remain,  and  no  addition  been  made  to  (he  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage ;  iind  yet  we  hear  of  the 
growing  demands- or  the  Govern  ment. »  But  the 
growing  demands  of  all  Cbvemments  are  alike. 
£>o  fifentlemen  recollect  the  growing  state  a£  the 
nation  ?    When  this  Government  was  first  put  in 
motion,  the  duties  on  imports  were  not  more  than 
four  or  Qve  millions.    These  jesources.are  daily 
growing,  and  a  fund  accruing  from  the  increasing 
prosperity  of  the  people,  which  their  guardians  are 
&and  to  account  for^    Tho;igh  we  have  contract- 
ed a  debt  for  New  Orleiins,  we.  have  gained  a  rev- 
•enne  of  not  less  than  $300,000  a  year.    From 
these  circumstances  I  hope  we  shall  tidhere  to  our 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
^nd  that  they  will,  in  their  justness  and  gracious^ 
ness,  yield  a  tax  of  half  a  miliion/or  a  tax  which 
produces  a  whole  million.    It  is  a,  new  stretch  of 

Senatorial  prerogative,  for  that  body 

The  Speaker  said  the  House  had  nothing  to  do 
-w^ith  the  conduct  of  the  Senate — it  was  therefore . 
•out  of  order  to  make  such  remarks.  > 

Mr.  J.  Randolpb. — I  would  wish  to  have  noth- 
-ing  to  do  with  the  Senate;  and. am  therefore  in 


favor  of  adhering  to  our  vote — thou|fh  I  believe, 
when  therQ  is  a  Constitutional  question  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  two  branches,  we  may  very  properly 
examine  their  proceedings.  It  is  said  tne  Senate 
may  strike  out  all  but  the  title  of  your  bills.  In- 
disputably-; but  will  this  House  submit?  Sup- 
pose you  send  a  bill  to  the  Senate  laying  a  duty 
of  two  per  cent,  on  saltpetre,  and  they  send  it 
back  to  you,  striking  out  this  provision,  and  giving 
you  a  bill  in  lieu  of  it, laying  a  tax  of  four  shillings 
in  the  pound  on  all  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 
Is  that,  under  the  Constitution,  a  fair  exercise  of 
their  power  ?  To  my  mind,  if  the  position  be  ad- 
mitted, that  it  is  the  sole  privilege  of  this  House 
to  grant  the  public  money,  it  is  extremely  indecent, 
to  ^ay  Ho  more,  for  that  bradch  of  the  Legislature 
to  tell  the  United  States  they  will  get  .all  the 
money  they  can,  whatever  may  be  the  disposition 
of  this  House.  Recollect  how  the  salt  tax  was 
laid  before-^on  the  last  day  of  an  expiring  Con- 
gress, after «  proposition  to  lay  'th6  tax  had  been 
rejected,  and  members  had  gone  home,  under  the 
persiiasion  that  no  such  attempt  would  be  renew- 
ed. By  some  little  modification  of  that  proposi- 
tion, a  tax  of  twenty  cents  was  laid  on  every 
fifty-six  pounds  of  salt,  and  riveted  on  the  people 
forever.  When  I  say  forever,  I  mean  the  period 
of  its  being  taken  off  depends  dn  a  branch  of  the 
Legislature;  over  which  tlie  people  have  btitlittlp 
control,  who  arfe  the  representatives,  not  of  the 
people',  but  of  the  State  sovereignties.  Now,  if  the 
House  do  wish,  as  surely  they  must,  to  get  rid  of 
this  tax,  and  if  they  believe,  as  they  must,  that  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country  admit  of  its 
repeal,  else  the  bill  would  not  ba^e  passed  by  so 
large  a  majority.  I  hope  they  will  alihere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
and  put  it  ia  the  pow,er  of  the  other  branch  to  take 
so  much  of  the  public  money,  as  it  is  our  pleasure 
to  grant,  and  not  one  cent  more. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee.— ^As  I  do  not  appear 
to  have  been  understood,  it  Is  necessary  that  I 
should  say  a  few  words  m  ^xolanation.^  I  said 
nothing  of  the  Mediterranean  rund.  I  said  then, 
and  I  still  say,  I  do  not  contemplate 4his  bill,  so 
fat  as- it  relates  to  imposing  a  duty  on  salt,  as  a 
money  bill ;  and  I  consider  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  as  only  a  negation  to  the  repeal  of  laws 
affecting  the  revenue.  I  said  that  House  had  a 
right  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  a  repeal  of  a 
revenue  law,  and  I  say  so  stilL  We  say  we  are 
in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  law  imposing  a  duty  on 
salt—they  say  they  are  against  it.  What  has  that 
to  do  with  originating  a  money  bill?  One  is  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  other  as.  the  effect  from  its  cause. 
I  agree  that  this  House  has  the  right  to  originate 
revenue  laWs;  but,  once  enacted,  they  have  an 
equal  right  with  us  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of 
rescinding  them.,  With  regard  to  this  law,  when 
I  came  here,  I  found  it  in  existence,  and  I  think 
in  the  present  state  of  the  country  it  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued. Have  we  not  every  reason  to  believe 
that  we  shall  be  embroiled  in  a  war  with  Tunis? 
Will  not  this  take  all  the  revenue  we  have  to 
spare?  I  shall  be  glad  if  it  will  not  take  more. 
We  hav<e  no.  information  from  the  £xecutiT« 
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QoverDment,  that  this  duty  can  be  dispensed  with. 
We  have  seen  no  report  on  jhe  subject  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  notmy  duty  to 
ait  here  and  disarm  the  Qoyernment  of  the  power 
of  promoting  tb«  public  interest.  You  may  go 
on  repealing  one  law  after  another,  until  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  but  the  mere  name  of  authority  left. 
It  has' been  said  that  the  demands  on  the  Treasury 
may  increase — I  belieye  they  may  justly  increase; 
we  know  indeed  they  have  increased.  Since  the 
meeting  of  Congress  we  have  Ukeji  measnres 
which  may  increase  them  for  eventual  good,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  community.  Qeing  of 
this  opinion,  I  must  vote  against  this  bill  in  every 
ahape  in  which  it  comes  before  me. 

Mr.  J.  RANnoLPH. — I  understand  that  if  the 
Hoi»e  do  adhere,  all  conference  with  the  ^ettate 
will  be  at  an  end.  If  they  prefere  to  keep  the 
duty  on  salt  to  having  the  Mediterranean  fund, 
they  will  refuse  to  recede  from  their  amendments. 
But  I  have'  no  idea  they  will  refuse  a  revenue  of 
a  million  fo^  half  a  million.  I  am  as  anxious  as, 
any  man  to  vote  the  necessary  supplies  of  the 
Government,  and  perhaps  my  vote  might  have 
been  materially  influenced,  had  a  different  vote 
prevailed  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  public  debt, 
which  has  been  postponed.  But  when  I  find  the 
Ibands  of  the  Commissioners  of  tke  Sinking  Fund 
tied,  and  that  there  is  a  probability  that  tbey  will 
be  obliffed  to  pour  bkck  into  the  Treasury,  a  part 
of  the  fund  vested  in  them,  I  feel  altogether  indis- 
posed to  this  amendment.  If  all  the  surplus  reve- 
nue could  he  applied  to  the  discharjge  o(  the  debt, 
I  might  be  as  liberal  a^  any  man  in  granting  it; 
but  as  it  cannot,  I  am  for  adhering  to  our  vote. 

Mr.  CoNHAD.^I  hO|jpe  we  shall  adh^ce,  but  try 
a  coAferencQ.  It  will  then  be  time  enough  to 
consider  whether  we  will  adhere.  '  Anxious  as  I 
am  to  get  rid  of  this  odious  tax,  I  will  agree  to 
reduce  the  duty  to  12  cents,  or  keep  the  Mediter- 
xanean  fund,  and  next  session  judge  whether  we 
are  able  to  take  off  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  RaEA.,  of  Tennessee,  «aid  he  barely  rose 
to  set  thegentleinan  from  Vi]:^ia  right,  by  stating 
that  theiiands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  would  not  be  tied  for  several-years  to  come, 
and  that  Congress  would  be  in  session  before  any 
such  great  sum  would  be  accjunulated  in  their 
hands.  , 

Mr.  LvoN  said  he  f^t  as  great  an  aversion  to 
the  salt  tax  as  any  other  man,  but  his  strong  wish 
was  to  act  in  such  a  manner  that  the  Executive 
Government  might  not  be  distressed  in  discharg- 
ing the  duties  devolved  on  it  by  the  Legislature. 
He  should  vote  against  adhering,  that  a  confer- 
ence might  be  had  with  the  Senate.  He  should 
vote  for  taking  off  the  salt  tax,  if  he  thought  the 
fCrovernment  could  do  without  it;  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  most  of  the  gentlemen  were  under  the 
impression  that  the  Set:retary  of  the  Treasury 
thought  we  could  do  without  it.  He  said,  for  his 
own  satisfaction,  he  had  applied  to  the  Secretary 
\  of  the  Treasury,  who  had  told  him  the  Govern- 
Iment  could  not  do  without  it. 

The  motion  to  adhere  was  then  disagreed  to — 
yeas  36,  nays  42.    When  the  House  agreed  to 


insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  and  appointed  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence. 

And  then,  on  a  motion,  made  and  seconded,  the 
House  adjourned  until  half  past  six  o'clock,  post 
meridiem. 

EodemJDiey  JuUfpoBt  6  o'c/ocAr. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  conference  de- 
sired by  this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment  depending  between  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  proFt- 
ding  for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  have  appointed  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  part.  The  Senate  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly,  witb 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  (he  part 
of  this  House,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United.  States,  and  notify  him  of  the  proposed  xe- 
cess  of  Congress. 

The'  House  proceeded  to  consider  so  much  of 
the  aforegoing  messase  of  the  Senate  as  relates 
to  the  appointment  of  m  joint  ^^onumittee  of  the 
two  Houses  to  wait  on  the^resident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  notify  him  of  the  jnoposed  receas^ 
of  Congress:  Whereupon, 

Retoived^  That  this  House  doth  agree  lo  the 
same;  and  that  Mr.  Early,  Mr.  Thomas  M.Rajt- 
0aLPH,  and  Mr.  CuTra,  be  appointed  of  the  aui 
eooimittee,  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consiiier  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitJed 
"An  act  to  amend,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned, 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  o&  im- 
ports ai^d  tonnage:"  Whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendment. 

The  House  resolved  itielf  into  a  Compiitlee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  fj^om  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ^An  act  fo(  the  punishment  of  counterleit- 
ine  the  current  coin' or  the  United  Stat^  and  for 
other  purposes.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eonsider  the  said  bill 
at  the  Clerk's  table :  Whereupon,  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment proposed  oy  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  respecting  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory  and  State  of  Ohio:''  Whereupon, 

Retolved^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendment. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  vent  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled *^An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  times  of 
holding  the  Courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  for  other  purposes.  The  bili  was  reported 
without  amendment. 

The  House  prooe^ed  to  eonsider  the  said  bill 
at  the  Clerk's  table:  Whereupon,  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Smtlie,  from  the  managers  appointed  thifr 
day,  oa  the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  a  con- 
ference with  the  Senate  on  tiie  aubject-raatter 
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of  the  amendment  dependinff  between  the  two 
Houses  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  'An  a^t  supplementary  to  tfie 
act  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment, 
and  for  other  purposes."  Reported  that  they  had 
met  the  managers  oh  tne  part  of  the  Senate,  and 
had  come  %o  no  agreement  thereupon. 

NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABU8HMENT. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou^e 
that  the  Senate  recede  (rom  their^  amendiAent  to- 
the  bill)  entitled  **An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  provi- 
ding for  a  Naval  reace  ISdtablisbment,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  to  afaeir  disagreement  to  which 
this  House  hath  insisted.  The  Senatcf  adhere 
to  their  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
repealin^f  the  actslaying  duties  on  salt,  and  <;on- 
tinuing  m  force,  for  a  further  time,  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  protect 
the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  Uuited  States 
against  the  Barbary  Powers." 

Mr.  Gabgg,  from  the  committee  of  conferenea 
on  the  same  .bilL  observed  that  the  conferees  on 
the  pairt  of  the  senate  did  not  discover  any  dis- 
position to  recede  from  their  amendments.  •  Tfie 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Hoose  stated  the  dan- 
ger of  losing  the  oil!  if  the  conferees  did  not  relax, 
and  proposed  to  meet  thetn  on  the  ground  of  coni»- 

fromi^  by  taking  off-^he  duty  of  eight  ^cents  im- 
osed  OB  salt.    To  this  proposition  the  conferees 
on' the  part  of  the  Senate  declined  acceding.        * 
Mr.  J.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  adhere 
to  their  disagreement  to  the  amendtDents  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Smilie. — ^I  shall  new  be  against  this  bill, 
tiiough  I  was  ofjfginally  in  l&bvor  of  it.  The  Sen^ 
ate  having  adhered  to  their  vote,  to  repeal  the 
duty  on  salt  is  out  of  the  questions     The  only 

auestion  now  is,  whether  we  shall  continue  the 
lediter^enean  fund  independent  of  the  other. 
Seeing  that  1  cannot  get  the  first,  I  will  noton  that 
account  lose  the  last ^  for  I  do  believe,  under  present 
eircamstanoes,  it  would  be  up  wise  to  divest,  our- 
selves''of  the  Mediterranean  iun^i. 

Mr.  Alston. — Having,  done  everything  in  our 
power  to  repeal  the  doty- on  salt  or  to  lessen  it, 
the  only  question-  is,  whether  we  shali  continue 
tiie  MeditierraneaB  fund  until  the  next  session  or 
not.  I  call  on  gentlemen  to  t^ke  a  review  of  the 
different  estimates  frdm  the  Treasury  during  the 
present  session,  and  to  consider  the  expenses  they. 
warrant^-^f  allude  particularly  to  the  apprdpria- 
tion  of  two  millions  towards  the  purchase  ot.the 
Floridas,  to  decide  whether  wq  can  do  without 
the  Mediterranean  iund.  The  great  object  with 
me  in  advocating  the  repeafof  the  duty  on  salt 
was  to  obtain  the  Mediterranean,  fund*  -  We  haye 
done  our  part  to  effect  this  object.  1  believe  with 
the  aid  of  that  fund,  ^leugh  the  duty  on  !»lt  had 
heen  taken  ofi^  out  revenue  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient; though  .even  the  greatest  economy  would 
have  been  requisite  in  the  disbursement  of  the 
public  money.  0£lcial  documents  on  our  tables 
from  the  proper  departments  will  show  that  we 
cannot  do  without  the  Mediterean  fun^  i  provided 


the  objects  for  which  we  have  made  appropria- 
tions be  carried  into  effect.  At  the  next  session, 
however,  we  shall  know  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Executive,  and  what  our  wants  will  be.  This 
bill  only  extends  the  continuance  of  the  fund  to 
the  next  session,  which  will  \k  on  the  third  of 
March ;  and  since,  as  it  now  stands,  it  will  not 
expire  until  three  months  from  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty^,  this  bill  will  only  continue  it  for  a  pe- 
riod of  six  or  seven  months. 

Mr.  FiNOLEY. — Though  I  represent  a  district : 
which  suffers  more,perhaps  thdn  any  other  in  thie* 
United  States  from  the  duty  on  salt,  yet  I  confess 
mvself  astonished  at  the  mannher  in  which  this 
bill  has  been  brought  before. us.  We  have  heard 
on  a  former  occasion  muchabout  a  cabinet.  In 
this  instance  no  cabinet  has  been  consulted — but 
the  measure  h*as  been  smuggled  in  at  the  last  pe- 
riod of  the  session.  Are  we  sitting  here  to  em- 
barrass the  character  and  credit  of  the  United 
States?  I  thought  the  measure  had  come  in  on  ' 
calculation :  but,  I  find  since  that  it  is  founded 
on  mis<^alculation  ;  and  ,that  it  is  a  part  of  the 
system  to  throw  the  gauntlet,  to  destroy  the  Ad- 
mihistration.  The  people  ^have  offered  us  no 
petitions  to  repeal  this  tax.  What  have  we  donel 
The  Mediterranean  fund  Is  about  to  cease,  and 
it  is  now  proposed  to  give  up  the  salt  tax  for 
It.  This  mode  of  bargaining — this  system  of  cor- 
ruption, I  have  always  been  averse  to.  1  voted 
for  the  bill,  because  I  thought  it  can^e  fVom  the 
Treasury  Department,  but  instead  of  this:  I  find 
it  part  of  a  system  to  embarrass  the  Admlnntta- 
tion.  I  will  agree  to  continue  the  Mediterranean 
fund,  for  I  am  not  at  war  with  the  (Government 
or  any  jmrt  of  it.  I  know  I  am  risking  my  popA^ 
laHty  as  much  as  any  man ;  but  I  am  not  afraid 
of  this,' as  I  am  convinced  in  a  good  cause  I  fthail 
never  suffer.  There  can  be  no  good  arj^umeikt 
for^he  motion  Co  adhere,  but  a  desire  to  destroy  th^ 
Admihi&tratton^ 

Mr.  p.  R.  Williams.— No  man  can  be  mot^ 
earnestly  impreiased  with  the  proverbial  duty  of 
paying  respect  to  age  than  myself;  but  my  ieel«- 
ings  have  never  been  more  hurt  than  by  the  gen- 
tleman's impeaching;  the  motive  of  tnose  who 
have  acted  a  patriotic  part.  The  f^entleman  has 
avowed  the  idea,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have* been  actuated  by  the  view  of 
eibbarrassing  the  Administration.  I  abhor  and 
detest  such  an  imputation.  [Here  .was  a  loud  cry 
of  order  by  a  number  of  gentlemen^  and  among 
others  by  Mr.  T.  M.  KANnoLPH.]   . 

Mr.  Finolet  said  he  hoped  the  gentlemea 
would  be  permitted  to  go  on.  He  wished  tho^ 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Gbvernment  to  spealt 
out.    [The  call  tp  order  was  again  repeated.] 

Mr.  J.  Randolph.'— I  hope  we  shiall  adhere  to 
our  vote,  and  I  wiH  give  my  reasons  for  indiilg^- 
iffg  this  hope.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  so  well  aC" 
quainted  with  the  subjects  of  finance  as  sotnfd 
other  gentleman  On  this  floor.  But  if  the  Medi- 
terranean fnod  is  to  be  continued  tor  so  short  a 
time,  it  is  obrious  that  the  revenue  to  be  gleaned 
from  it  will  be  proportionally  small.  The  argu* 
ments  of  gentlemen  theirefore  rebut  themselves* 
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They  declare  that  they  want  a  revenue,  while 
they  acknowledge  that  the  continuance  of  this 
^x  will  produce  but  a  small  one.  1  hope  that  we 
ahall  keep  the  Mediterranean  fund  as  a  hostage 
/or  the  sale  tax.  If  between  this  and  the  next 
session  a  deficiency  shall  occur  in  our  ways  and 
means,  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Qovernmeot, 
it  will  not  be  the  first  time,  as  I  know  it  will  not 
he  the  last,  in  which  I  shall  step  forward  to  vote  a 
supply  to  meet  every  honorable  demand.  If  there 
shall  be  deficit,  as  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
there  will  be,  I  pledffe  myself  as  one  of  those  who 
will  meet  it.  I  wisn  to  adhere  to  our  vote,  that 
the  Mediterranean  fund  may  be  lost ;  for  we  have 
been  told  by  those  who,  I  presume,  are  well  ac- 
quainted on  such  points,  that  such  a  course  will 
•enforce  economy,  and  I  wish  I  could  add,  in  the 
words  of  an  honorable  frien4  who  has  no  longer  a 
^aeat  here,  would  insure  economjr.  But  what  has 
thfown  us  into  this  heat?  Is  it  the  dinner  we 
4Mive  just  eaten  ?  I  hope  no  honorable  gentleman, 
^ho  has  heretofore  kept  the  noiseless  tenor  of  his 
WBy>  because  we  have  adjourned  for  half  an  hour, 
has  permitted  his  passions  to  indulge  in  an  asper- 
ity not  shown  on  any  former  occasiouw  I  did  hope 
that  whatever  contumely  or  hostility  may  have 
been  manifested  during  the  earlier  period  of  the 
session,  we  would  have  throvni  in  the  last  mo- 
ments of  it,  neither  the  splenetic  temper  of  age  or 
youth ;  but  that  we  should  have  parted  lik6  men 
not  ashamed  of  what  we  had  done,  or  afraid  to 
meet  the  public  award. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  adhering — yeas  40,  nays  47,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Eted  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett,  Qeprge 
M.  Bedingdr,  Silas  Betton,  Len  Casey,  Samael  W. 
Dana,  Jdhji  Davenpart>  jr.,  P^ter  Early,  James  EUibt, 
Caleb  EUis,  Ebeneser  Ehaer,  William  Ely,  John  W. 
Eppes,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Gideon  Olion,  Timothy  Pitkin,*  jr.,  Josiah  Qmincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Samael  Smith,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Samael  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R. 'Williams,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Wipston. 

I^ATs — Willii  Abton,jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Joseph 
Barker,  Barnabas  BidweU,  John  Blake,  jr.,  John  Chand- 
ler, John  Claiborne  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  CutU,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  Elias  Earie,  WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
John  Fowler,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Walter  Jonee,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib^ 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wil- 
liam McCreevy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow, 
John  Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Momibrd,  Thomas  Newton, 
jr.,  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  John  Russell,  Peter  oiailly,  Martin  G. 
Schuneman,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  South- 
ard, David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vamaoi, 
John  WhitehiU,  R.  Whitehill,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Randolph. — It  is  trqe,  as  the  gen- 
tleman says,  I  have  not  made  much  noise  this 
season,  and  it  is  as  true  tba(  he  has  made  more 
than  has  been  useful.    I  believe  in  the  present 


staffe  of  it  that  the  advantage  is  on  my  side.    I 
go  home  with  a  more  cqntented  mind,  more  tran- 
quil feelings,  and'  I  may  add  also,  I  believe,  a 
better  heart,  for  not  having  engaged  in  the  man- 
ner he  has  done,  or  in*  the  character  he  has  as- 
sumed, in  the  scenes  exhibited  before  me  in  this 
House.    Between  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
and  myself  I  acknowledge  there  is  in  point  o?  tal- 
ents an  immeasarabie  distance.    I  cannever  hope 
10  attain  that  intellectual  elevation,  which  he  has 
long  since  reached.    At  my  inferiority  in  that 
respect  I  do  not  repina    1  am  what  nature  made 
me,  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  my  condi- 
tion.   But  although  there  is  thi^  intellectual  dif- 
ference between  the  gentleman  and  myself,  and 
the  superiority  is  so  great  on  his  part  in  that  point, 
I  maintain  that  in  the  point  of,  true  patriotism  he 
is  my  inferior.    I  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce 
that  myself,  and  I  do  not  fear  the  imputation  of 
vanity  for  so  doinff.    With  respect  to  the  useful- 
ness of  either  to  the  public,  there  is  no  such  dif- 
ference in  reality  between  us  as  may  appear  to 
elist.    I  insist  that  the  tenor  of  the  gentlemen's 
recent  conduct  hks  been  such,  that  with  ali  his 
extraordinary  powers  and  the  extraordinary  exer- 
(Con  ef  them  he  has  made,  his  utility  to  his  eoun- 
'trv  this  session  has  not  been  'auperior  to  mine. 
The  difference  between  us,  in  the  effect  produced 
by  either  upon  the  public  affairs,  has  been,  to 
speak  the  favorite  language  of  the  gentlemen  him- 
self, the  same  %ith  that  between  "'^avidUoM  cali^ 
and  ^^mmiue  tm6cr"  upon  the  fields.    To  translate 
into  the  language  of  tne  jjentleman'scoostitaents, 
my  'influence  on  the  national  prosperity  this  ses- 
sion has  been,  when  compared  to  his,  what  a  dry 
summer  is  to  a  fresh,  what  a  scanty  crop  is  to  an 
overwhelming  inundation,  confounding,  sullying, 
impairing  all  things.    The  gentleman  made  use 
of  the  term  "  contumely."    To  this  and  other  of- 
fensive terms,  withran  allusion  which,  as  to  me,  is 
as  unjust  as  it  is  insulting,  I  am  sorry  to  think 
mvself  obliged  to  reply  ip  other  language  than 
wnat  I  ever  expected  to  use  tq wards  him.    I  have 
long  observed  that  this  gentleman  is  apt  to  indulge 
himself,  while  he  has  the  shield  of  the  dignity  of 
this  House  extended  over  him,,  while  he  feels  he 
is  standing  in  the  centre  of  this  saered  asylum,  in 
language  to  his  equals  upon  this  floor,  which 
would  be  inadmissible  in  society ;  which  he  would 
not  venture  to  make  use  of  elsewhere.    While 
saving  this,  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  consequences 
wnich  may  result  from  my  expressions.    My  mind 
is  arranged  to  meet  them.    I  know  the  extreme 
irritability  of  the  gentleman's  temper;  I  kno^  as 
well  the  principles  which  govern  kita  upon  occa- 
sions of  this  kind.    I  know  the  point  to  which  he 
is  disposed  to  carry  disputes  with  some  persons. 
I  inform  him  that  I  have  the  same  phrinciples  and 
sentiments  myself  upon  such  subjects.    I  never 
will,  unprovoked,  seek  a  quarrel  with  ^ny  one ; 
this  is  entirely  unsought  and  undesired  by  me ; 
but  I  have  always  thought,  and  always  shall  think, 
that  lead  and  even  steel  make  very  proper  ingre- 
dients in  serious  quarrels,  and  I  shall  never  be  un- 
willing, when  honor  requires,  to  mix  either  or 
both  in  such  as  are  forced  upon  me. 
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I'have  been  hitherto  a  g^reat  admirer  not  only 
of  the  talents  but  of  the  utility  of  (he  gentleman  in 
his  public  sphere.  I  am  so  no  longer ;  the  former 
are  perverted,  the  latter  has  ceased.  This  gentle- 
man has  been  from  his  first  entrance  into  the  public 
councils  a  kind  of  industrious,  skilful,  steady,  and 
useful  kitchen  gardener  in  politics.  His  labor  was- 
constantly  employed  for  the  benefit  of  his  countrv ; 
it  produced 'abundance  of  rich  fruits  and  whole- 
some nutriment  for  its  honor,  its  sustenance,  and 
frowth.  He  was  beloyed  and  ^cherished  by  it. 
Suddenly,  last  year  he  grew  fond  of  the  business  of 
the  florist,  and  took  a  distaste  to  the  spade,  and 
manure  by  which  he  had  come  to^uch  extraordina- 
ry thrift.  He  became  dazzled  with  the  splendors 
of  that  new  calling,  and  not  only  resolved  to  change 
his  trade,  and  set  up  in  it,  but  codceived  a  stronc; 
.  contempt  add  aversion  to  such^ts  followed  the  old. 
Behold,  in  one  short  season  he  has  reached  the 
T^rge  of  bankruptcy  I  For  myself,  I  pronounce 
him  bankrupt  forever  as  a  popular  statesman. 

The  tenor  of  my  course  has  been,  I  confess,  lit* 
tie  noisy-.  I  have  been  encouraged  in  making  it 
so  by^the  improper  length  to  vyhich*  the  gentleman 
himself  has  gone  to  the  other  extreme.  If  I  were 
to  say  it  was  the  unlucky,  example  h«  has  given 
me,  which  alone  induced  me  to  rollow  a  contrary 
course,  I  should  not  speak  the  truth.  My  diffidence, 
and,  no  doubt,  incapacity  for  such  exertions,  have 
been  the  maia  reasons ;  and  I  am  not  ashamed  to 
confess  it,  for  I  have  no  hope  to  make  myself  abler 
than  nature  intended  I  shoqld  be,  and  no  ^hapae 
to  appear  as  I  ain^  I  acknowledge  that  the  gen- 
tleman's example  and  the  situatiOii  to  which  he 
has  brought  himself,  influenced  my  conduct,  by  re- 
pressing my  desire  to  be  active  in  the  tloiise.  When 
1  saw  him,  like  a  ship  at^ea^  without  com^ss  or 
rudder,  tossed  on  the  surses  or  his  passions,  driven  at 
randomly  furious  squaUs  which  continually  .arose 
from  unexpected  quarters  of  the  boundless  horizon 
of  his  fancy ;  when  I  saw  the  weather-beaten  ap- 
pearance his  public  character  began  to  wear — 
his  political  honors,  which  I  had  been  accustomed 
to  look  on  with  clannish  feelings  of  delightj^bleach- 
ed  and  fluttering  like  tattered  cadvass  in  the.  winds ; 
above  all,  when  I  heard  it  whispe^red  that  he  hail 
become  leaky,  I  confess  my  want  of  boldness  was 
increased.  I  fei^red  to  trust  my  little  bark' to  the 
rude  sea  of  debate,  with  the  tempest  he  had  raised 
on  it.  I  made  a  determination  ^hat  I  ^ould,  to 
employ  an  apt  term  iituse'among  seamen,  hug  the 
land,  and  hold  a  safe  though  in^orious  coulee.  . 
Th^  House  then  agreed  to  recede  from  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate — 
ayes  45,  noes  36. 

Mr,  T.  M.  Randolph,  a  short  time  aftet/this, 
rose  and  naade  the  following  remarks : 

Mr.  Speaker — A  little  while  since  I  made  use  of 
some  very  severe  and  harsh  language  towards  a 
gentleman  of  this  House,  such  as  I  acknowledge 
altogether  improper  lo  be  used  in  it.  I  did  so,^- 
cause  I  believed  that  certain  expressions  of  a  dis- 
respectful nature  tvhich  dropped  from  him  were 
.directed  to  mc^.  It  struck  m^  that  they  were,  if 
not  intended  to  insult,  at  least  an  unpardonable 


freedom  with  me.  By  a  rapid  movement  of  my 
mind,  I  came  to  a  resolution  not  to  go  home 
with  such  a  load  on  my  feelings  as  was  imposed 
by  the  recollection  that  the  treatment  I  had  re- 
ceived was  in  the  face  of  a  company  of  a  h^adred 
men,  who  were  to  disperse  to-morrow,  and  spread 
my  disgrace r through  all  quarters  of  the  Union. 
I  took  the  resolution  to  run  all  risk ;  to  brave  any 
danger  which  I  might  possibly  incur,  atid  by  a  se- 
vere retaliation  to  shake  ofi*  the  load  which  oppress- 
ed my  spirits.  I  made  use  of  the  language  you 
heard,  and  I  addressed  it  particularly  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  I  conscientiously  believed  had  injured 
me.  Since  that  I  have  been  told  by  six  or  seven 
different  gentlemen,  that  I  was  mistaken ;  that  the 
words  wer^  not  directed  to  me ;  that  (hey  were 
meant  for  another.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
one  who  would  agree  with  me  that  I  was  the  ob- 
ject of  them.  I  have  even  had  the  mortification 
to  be  asked  if  it  was  not  a  studied  attack  on  my 
part  on  the  gentleman,  for^he  course  he  has  taken 
this  session.  I  disclaim'such  an  intention.  What- 
ever may  have  been  my  secret  thoughts,  I  had  no 
wish  to  utter  them  here.  I  could  not  have  done 
so  with  hpnor,  unprovoked,  for  private  reasons. 
I  have  nev^r  imagined  sucn  a  design,  nor  could 
I  to  answer  that  end  have  used  such  language  as 
part  of  what  1  uttered.  I  am  conscious  of  the  dis- 
respect i  have  shown  the  House,  and  it  appears 
that  it  is  not,  as  I  supposed,  justified  by  the  neces- 
sity of  the  ca^.  My  mistake  was  honest  and  nat- 
ural— I  regret  it,  and  thd'  expressions  I  used  in 
fsonsequence  of  it. 

HAMET  CAiAMALLI. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wholo  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  for  the  temporary  relief  of  Hamet 
Caramalli."  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, read  the  third  time,  and  passed — yeas  71, 
nays  6,  as  follows: 

Yii.8 — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Abton,  jun.,  Isaac 
Ai^derson,  Joseph  Barker,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  George  M. 
.Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Bamahas  Bidwell,  John  Blake, 
jun.,  Levi  Casejr,  ^hn  Chandler.  John  Claiborne,  John 
Clopton,  Fr^erick  Conrad,  JaeoD  Orowninshield}  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  Johtf  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Peter 
Early,  Caleb  EUia,  Ebeneaer  Elm^r,  William  Ely,  John 
W:  Ei^s,  William  Fmdlev,  James  Fisk,  John  Fowler, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  X.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones, 
John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  William  McCreeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gor- 
don S.  Mumford,  Jeremisih  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
jiin.,  Gideon  Olin,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  ofTennewee,' John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallihadge,  Samuel  Tennej,  David  Thomas, 
Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  KUlian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  Peleg  Wadsworth, 
John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Nathan  Williams, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nats — ^Ezra  Darby,  Josiah  Masters,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  Samuel  Smith,  and 
David  R.  Williams. 


1107 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1108 


H.  OP  R. 


Appoinimeni  of  Oommitteet, 


Apul,  1806. 


COMPENSATION  OF  DOORKEEPER,  Ac 

Mr*  Conrad  moved  the  followiofi;  resolutions, 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  tne  House: 

Reacived,  That  the  dommittee  of  Accounts  be 
authorized  to  settle  and  adjust  the  acconnt  of  T. 
Clazton,  jr.,  for  his  services  rendered  this  House 
during  the  present  session,  and  allow  such  sum  as 
they  may  deem  due  him,  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  this  House:  provided  the  same  shall  not 
exceed  one  hundred  dollars. 

Residved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be 
authorized  to  allow  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
this  House,  for  the  services  and  attendance  of  a 
laborer  to  attend  the  Clerk's  oflSce  and  Lihrary-of 
Congress,  not  exceeding  at  the  rale  of  twelve  dol- 
lars per  month  for  the  said  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  he  au- 
thorized to  continue  the  contracts  for  the  supply 
of  stationery  and  printing  for  the  present  session, 
for  the  tike  supply  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
if  the  present  contractors  shall  agree  thereto;  or 
otherwise^  that  he  advertise  foe  the  same  in  man- 
ner directed  by  the  resolution  of  twenty-eighth 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fi,ve. 
And  that  he  be  moreover  directed  to  advertise  and 
contract  with  the  lowest  bidder  for  the  supply  of 
fuel  for  the  next  session. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEfia 

Mr.  Sloan.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to  offer  two 
veaolutions  which,  if  adopted,  will  remove  some 
existing^  difficulties,  and  greatly  expedite  basiness. 

Introductory  to  offering  these  resolutions,  I  asl^ 
the  indulgence  and  attention  of  this  House  to  a 
brief  recital  of  some  facts,  to  prove  the  necessity 
of  adopting  them.  If, sin  stating  these  facts,  any 
member,  or  other  person,  should  conceive  that  I 
apeak  too  plain  a  langfuage,  or  diseover  too  much 
warmth,  I  beg  them  to  consider  the  magnitude 
of  the  Bub^ct-^that  it  is  tocounteract  a  deadly  blow 
aimed  at  the  vitals  of  our  Oovernment;  under  which 
we  have  enjoyed  near  thirty  years  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence, and  prospered  in  a  manner  unparalleled 
in  history ;  and  that  upon  a  just  and  true  state- 
Blent  of  facts  being  laid  before  this  House,  and 
the  public,  and  p^in^^  a  just  sentence  thereupon, 
depends  the  continuation  of  that  happiness,  peace, 
anil  prosperit^jT,  we  have  hitherto  enjoyed.  I  also 
ask  the  attention  of  the  citizens  in  the*  galleries, 
in  which  I  include  both  the  Yazoo  speculators, 
•nd  other  dishonest  citizens  (if  any  there  be)  in 
the  green  gallery,  and  the  honest  citizens  in  the 
upper  or  white  gallery— in  doing  which  I  thus 
publicly  declare,  that  I  disclaim.  I  detest,  and  I 
abhor  all  such  invidious  distinctions  as  were  lately 
applied)  by  a  member  from  Vireinia,  to  the  cui- 
zensin  the  galleries;  and  which  he  has  so  fre- 
quently applied  to  members,  within  these  walls, 
during  the  present  session,  as  evidently  tending  to 
destroy  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  citizens  of 
these  United  States. 

Shall  mortal  man,  shall  inexperienced  Yo<i^b, 
urged  on  by  a  vindictive  spirit,  and  the  most  im- 
petuous and  ungovernable  passions  that  ever 
were  permitted  to  rage  to  such  a  height,  in  any 
Legislative  body,  composed  of  freenen,  standing 


on  an  even  floor,  in  any  civilized  country — invade 
the  jud^ent  s^t  of  the  Most  High,  and  under- 
take to  judge  the  secrets  of  the  hearts,  of  not  only 
the  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  United  States^  but  aUo  of  the  citizens  in  the 
galleries  ?  Shall  anv  member  of  this  House  be 
^rmitted  to  declare  that  Yazoo  principles  even- 
ed the  hiffh  court  of  impeachment,  in  their  deci- 
sion on  the  trial  of  Judge  Chase;  and  also  the  de- 
cisions of  this  House  during  the  present  session  1 
Shall  that"^  member's  multifarious  declamatiotti, 
and  groundless  accusations,  against  the  first  ofll- 
cers  of  the  United  States,  and  a  large  majority  of 
their  representatives,  (after  being  so  uuiiJaied  as 
scarcely  to  resemble  th<;  original^)  go  forth  without 
any  investigation  or  contradiction,  to  deceive  the 
innocent,  and  unsuspecting, — ^to  hold  up  that  mem- 
ber as  the  invincible  champion  of  liberty,  and  that 
his  opposition  to  the  present  Administration  flows 
from  the  same  pure  motives  that  his  on)iositioo 
to  the  former  Administration  did  1  They  shall 
not. 

r conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  repr^ntative 
of  the  people,  to  give  them  a' ju^  aad  impartial 
account  ot  the  conduct  of  their  public  servants,  in 
their  Executive  and  Legislative  capacities;  vnder 
this  impression,  I  am^rfbctly  in  nnisonNritfa  that 
member,  in  his  anxious  desire  for  publieity ,  so  far 
as  it  can  be  done  without  invading  the  rights  of 
the  Executive,  or  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  86  far  as  it  can  be  done  without  com- 
mitting the  interest,  safety,  and  peace,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

He  shall  be  mtifled — he  shall  have  publicity— 
his  portrait  shall  be  drawn  to  the  life,  aceom^- 
nied  with  explanatory  labels,  ami  sent  to  every 
part  of  the  Union,  that  the  people  may  not  onlf 
know  the  substance^  of  his  declamatory  accusa- 
tions, but  be  presented  with  a  view  of  his  atti- 
tude, and  that  unparalleled  arrogance  with  whick 
they  were  imposed  upon  the  members  of  this 
House,  by  which  they  will  be  enabled  to  judge 
whether  he  has  been,  and  still  remaias,  tbediam- 
pion  of  liberty  91  nd  honesty  ^  or,  whether  he  is  a 
disapjKrinted  vindictive  declaimer  and  nnjost  ac- 
cuser of  our  Executi¥e  and  members  of  Coagress 
wbo  believe  it  their vduty  to  support  them! 

We  are  told  in  a  good  old  book,  (which  that 
member  frequently  quotes,  but  how  far  his  life 
and  conversation  is  consonai^t  with  itsexeeUeat 
precepts,  I  leave  for  others  lo  determine,)  that  the 
tree  is  known  by  its  fruit.    I  trust  I  sludl  not  be 
contradicted  when  I  say  that  this  criterion  is  ihe 
best  that  ever  has  or  ever  can  be  given  whereby 
finite  beings  can  judge  with  propriety  the  coudect 
of  their  fellow  mortals.    A  sample  of  his  {raits 
8halk.be  handed  to  the  public,  that  they  may  see 
and  taste,  Itnd  thereby  he  enabled  to  judge  for 
themselves  whether  they  are  good  aod  whcde- 
some— -yea  or  nay. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  are  alarmed,  they  va 
astonished,  to  hear  that  a  member  of  Congres 
who,  in  1803,  was  not  barely  a  supporter  of  ivt 
(yresent  Administration,  but  one  of  its  wrarmes 
advoeates,  in  the  year  1806  declare  in  the  Hoes' 
of  Representative^  that  the  coaduct  of  that 


1109 


mSTORT  OF  (XMfOaBSS. 


1110 


Apail,  1806. 


AppoitUment  ^  CommiUee$. 


H.  or  R. 


AdmiDiftratioo  evmces  either  btobs  igDoranee  or 
evil  design,  and  that  a  principal  part  of  the  ingre- 
dients of  which  his  roultiform  harangues  are 
composed  are  a  compound  of  insinuations,  inuen- 
does,  and  positive  inrectives,  against  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  and  theit  supporters.  Hence, 
a  most  important  question  arises :  Are  those  high 
officers  (alluding  to  the  President  and  S^ecretary 
of  State)  in  our  Executive  department  chanced  ; 
or,  is  the  member  from  Virginia  ?  It  is  of  the 
highest  importance  to  these  United  States  that 
this  question  should  be  iustly  and  speedily  de- 
cided ;  for  that  purpose,  let  me  ksk  what  proof 
has  he  brought  to  substantiate  his  charges  against 
the  Administration?  He  has  been  called  upon  in 
this  House  to  bring  forward  an  impeachment; 
this  he  has  declared  he  will  not  do;  but  still 
continues  his  declamatory  accusations^  and  pro- 
duces no  kind  of  testimony  to  sqpport  his  charges; 
he  stands  alone  a  public  accuser  and  witness^ 
Will  the  people  of  the  United  States,  the  tribunal 
to  whom  he  appeals,  pass  sentence  of  candemna- 
tion  upon  the  ,two  first  officers  of  the  Goverii.- 
ment,  and  upon  a  gr.eat  majority  of  their  repre- 
sentatives, who,  having  the  same  opportunity  of 
jknomng  the  conduct  of  those  officers,  and  from 
a  conviction  that  they  have  faithfully  discharged 
their  duty,  still  continue  theif  full  confidence  and 
support  1  I  trust  they  Will  not. 

Mr.  Si>eaker.  as  the  people  of  the  United  States 
is  the  tribunal  to  whom  the  member  from  Vir- 

E'nia  has  appealed,  and  to  Vhom  he  has  presented 
s  multiform  harangues  and  declamatory  acen- 
saitioDs,  (I  will  not  call  them  speeches;  I  think 
them  as  i:rnworthy  of  that  title  as  he  can  possibly 
think  his  fellow  representative- of  the  same  State 
of  being  styled  his  colleague ;)  I  conceive  it  ne- 
cessary through  the  same  medium  (that  is  to  say 
by  a  member  of  Congress  in  the  Heuse  of  Rep- 
resentatives) to  present  at  least  a  brief  statement 
of  the  defence  of  the  accused  and  the  conduct  of 
the  accuser.    In  doing  this,  I  shall  net-pursue  his 
course  by  invading  the  judgment  seat  of  Him. 
who  only  knoweth  the  secret  imagioations  o(  all 
hearts,'  and  bpldly  assert  what  were  his  motives ; 
but  as  he  has  adduced  no  proof  but  his  own  as- 
sertions^ common  report,  and  hearsay  testimony 
from  those  few  that  he  yet  styles  his  very  worthy 
friends,  I  trust  I  am  correct  in  adduoilag  the  same 
klDd,  to  enable  the  public  to  judse  for  tnemselves 
what  are^his  motives,  which  i  wul  now  proceed  to 
do,  with  the  addition  of  some  incontrovertible 
facts,  w^hich  I  am  persuaded  will  carry  conviction 
to  every  impartial  mind. 

Report  says  thatihe  member  from  Virginia  oon- 
templated  a  voyage  to  \he  south  of  France,  or 
Ktogland,  for  his  health.  Did  he  wish  to  have 
beea  appointed  Minuter  to  one  of  those  Courts, 
that  he  inight  haVe  had  a  chance  of  increasing 
his  property  as  well  as  his  health  ?  or,  is  he  so 
enamored  with  the  spark  that  has  emuuated  from 
the  British  Court,  and  now  glitters  in  this  city, 
that  he  is  anxious  to  behold  with  what  effulgence 
the  source  from  which  it  proceeded  slows?  Is  it 
from  this  source  that  he  has  received  information 
that  Oreat  Britain  stands  now  precisely  in  the 


same  situation  that  republican  France  did  in  1793^ 
that  she  is  fighting  the  battles  of  liberty,  that  her 
fleets  are  our  only  protection  from  Gallic  tyranny, 
and  that  she  has  a  ship  of  war  for  every  square 
league  of  the  ocean ;  but  that,  if  we  offend  her 
Minister,  h^  will  not  barely  withdraw  his  former 
most  gracious  protection,  but  wreak  his  vengeance 
upon  us  by  capturing  all  our  vessels,  burning  all 
our  seaport  tqWns,  and  driving  us  frpm  the  sea- 
coasts  over  the  mountains  ?  Is  it  from  that  source 
that  he  has  received  information  that  the  conduct 
of  our  Executive  evinces  either  gross  ignorance, 
or  evil  design,  which  has  induced  him  to  i^vith- 
draw  his  confidence  from  them  forever,  and  that 
he  is  the  only  true  patriot,  the  only  hobes^,  inflezi« 
ble  member  of  Congress  that  remains  u neon tami* 
nated?  or.  to  use  his  own  metaphor,  that  is  not 
yet  meltea  down  by  the  powejrful  sunbeams  of 
Executive  fators  ?      .  ... 

While  jcoi^feemplating  the  invincible  pow(^  of 
xhe  British  navy,  has  he  also  been  enamored  with 
the  insolent  tyranny  of  the  commanders  of  her 
armed  vessels,  and  has  that  induced  him  to  pour 
forth  torrents  of  abuse  upon  those  members  ot 
Congress,  who  w^U  not.  in  all  cases,  agree  to  see 
with  his  eyes,  to  hear  vvith'  his  ears,  and  to  under* 
stand  with  his  heart  7 

Has  he  been  so  enamored  with  the  conduct  of  the 
once  patriotic  statesman,  but  afterward  apostate 
Burke,  as  to  induce  him  to  make  a  puerile  attempt 
to  exhibit,  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  bis  impress* 
iveand  energetic,  mode  .of  delivery,  by  exerting 
his  weak  nerves  and  feeble  arms,  to  cause  the 
pens,  the  papers,  the  books,  and  the  hats,  to  fly  ia 
everv  dir^tion,  insomuch  that^  if  tUey  had  beea 
musxet  JmlIIs  instead  of  those  hgfat  materials,  the 
American  patriot  would  soon  have  beea  left  to 
exhibit  the  remainder  of  his  superlative  eloquence 
within  empty  walls  ? 

Upon  this  .subject  an  all-important  qaestioa 
arises,  ih  which  the '  hxterest,  the  peace,  and  the 
happiness  of  these  United  States  are  deeply  in* 
volved. '  Can  you,  my  brethren,  members  of  this 
House,  who  have  been  witnesses  of  those  scenes^ 
represent  to  your  constituents  the  actor  as  an  in- 
flexible patriot,  of  a-  sound  mind,  influenced  by 
pure  motives,  and  views,  solely  directed  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  interest,  peace,  and  happiness  otthe 
Union ;.  or,  as  a  petted,  vinaictive  school-boy,  ia 
the  absence  of  his  master ;  or  as  a  maniac  in  his 
straight-jacket, accidentally  broke  out  of  his  cell! 
Can  you,  after  being  charged  by  that  member 
with  refusing  to  take,  a  question  oa  3amrday,  in 
order  that  you  might  serve  the  Lord  on  Sunday, 
by  .holding  a  caucus,  and-  thereby  be  corrupted— 
nay,  further,  that  you  have  been.swindled  out  of 
your  opinion  in  half  an  hour  by  ft  few  individu- 
als round  the  fires,  and  after  his  charging  you  with 
having  your  eyes  fixed  on  the  half-way  house,  be- 
tween, the  Capitol  ''and  Georgetown,  and  your 
views  directed,  to  ward  our  next  Presidential  elec* 
tion,  instead  of  the  great  business  of  the  nation ; 
and  that  you  ^ould  attend  to  notbinff  but  writing 
circulars  and  newspaper  accounts ;  that  is  to  say, 
you  were  not  disposed  to  fix  your  whole  attention 
upon  him— to  implicitly  obey  his  mandates,  or 
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tacitly  acknowledge  him  as  sole  dictator — can  you, 
I  say,  subscribe  to  the  truth  of  those  assertions? 
Are  you  prepared  to  acknowledge  that  youth 
the  political  saviour  of  his  country,  and  to 
sanction  his  language  and  behaviour  on  the 
floor  of  this  House,  when  you  heard  him  ex- 
claim on  this  wise :  Away  with  him,  away  with 
him,  clap  on  the  crown  of  thorns,  (clapping  his 
hand  on  the  top  of  his  head,)  crucify  him,  crucifv 
him,  (whirling  his  feeble  arm  round  his  head,; 
'  thereby  placing  yourselves  in*  a  similar  situation 
to  the  hard-hearted  Jews? 

Are  you  prepared  to  permit  that  member  to  in- 
Tade  the  Speaker's  chair ;  to  behold  him  shutting 
his  fist,  and  pointing  directly  to  another  member, 
in  an  imperious  tone  of  voice,  not  only  order  him 
to  sit  down,  but  to  go  down  the  back  stairs— de- 
claring that  was  the  place  for  him  ?  And,  finally, 
have  you  heard  him,  with  approbation,  charge  an 
aged  member  Of  this  House.  (Mr.  Fin dlet,)  with 
mumbling  out  his  words'  in  such  manner  that 
Done  could  understand  him ;  and  call  him  an  old 
toothless  driveller,  superannuated,  and  in  his  sec- 
ond dotage ;  more  especially  when  you  recollect 
that,  but  a  short  time  past,  he  styled  that  member 
his  venerable  friend,  his  political  father,  [|nd  ac- 
knowledged it  an  honor  to  act  with  him  ? 

I  trust  yon  are  not ;  you  are  not  yet  prepared  to 
see  order  and  decor bm  trampled  on  by  an  indi- 
vidual; nor.  common  decency,  and  that  respect 
for  age,  so  strongly  enjoined  by  the  laws  of  God 
and  man,  and  even  by  the  savages  i>f  the  wilder- 
ness, banished  from  these  walls.  I  doubt  not  your 
beholding  the  foregoing  scenes,  as  I  have  done^ 
with  detestation  and  abhorrence,  iind  will  repre- 
sent them  in  that  point  of  view,  to  yOur  constitu- 
ents, when  you  return  home ! 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  with  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  that  member's  patriotic  and  paternal 
eaje  pier  his  horn-book  scholars,  which,  immedi- 
ately on  hearing  that  the  House  had  taken  up  the 
British  business,  raised  him  from  a  sick  bed,  wing- 
ed his  ,speed  to  the  Capitol,  and  overcame  tbe 
weakness  of  his  feeble  frame  in  so  admirable  a 
manner  as  to  enable  him  to  occuf^  the  floor  al- 
most the  whole  of  the  two  first  days'  debate,  dis- 
playing a  degree  of  zeal  unparalleled  by  any  ether 
American  patriot,  to  guard  our  weak  minds  from 
being  deceived  by  thetoolsof  that  Adminiatration, 
which  his  penetrating  genius  alone  ha|4  discov- 
ered, was  governed  either  by  gross  ignorance  or 
evil  design.  To  do  this  would  be  to  write  a  volume. 
The  foregoing  brief  recital  of  a  few  of  the  most 

Srominent  features  of  that  member's  general  con- 
uct  during  the  present  session,  will,  I  conceive, 
be  sufficient  to  enable  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  decide,  with  propriety,  theall-impohant 
question,  is  the  Executive  or  the  member  from 
Virginia  changed  ?  Are  his^charges  against  the 
Executive  founded  in  fact,  or  is  he  a  disappointed 
deciaimer,  and  his  accusations  unfounded  ? 
I  will  now  proceed  to  state  the  facts  which  I 

S remised,  by  which  the  citizens  of  the  United 
itates  will  be  presented  with  indubitable  proof, 
that,  in  two  very  important  cases,  he  has  been  the 
principal  if  not  the  sole  cause  of  greatly  embar- 


rassing the  Executive,  wherebv  considerable  loss 
has  been  sustained,  and  probably  much  more  will 
be,  and  the  inferior  officers  and  their  clerks  mate- 
rialljr  injured  by  being  unjustly  kept  out  of  their 
salaries  for  a  considerable  time  after  they  became 
due. 

1st.  It  appears  by  the  secret  Journal,  lately  pub- 
lished, that  a  Message  of  the  President  of  the  6th 
of  December  last,  was  committed  to  a  committee 
of  seven,  of  whom  the  member  from  Vii^inia 
was  chairman ;  that,  notwithstanding  the  critical 
situation  of  the  belligerent  Powers  of  Europe 
which  renderea  it  essentially  necessary  that  Con- 
gress should  act  immediately  upon  the  important 
subjects  contained  in  the  Message,  which  did  not 
admit  of.a  moment^s  delfiy ;  yet,  notwithstanding 
the  urgency  of  the  occ^ion  an4  magnitude  of 
the  obiect.  no  repoK  was  made  by  that  committee 
until  the  tnird  or  January,  a  space  of  four  weeks. 
For  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  I  appeal  to  the 
members  of  this  House ;  and  also  for  the  great 
delay  and  embarrassment^  a  bill  predicated  on  the 
aforesaid  Nfessage  met  within  itspassaj^,  princi- 
pally from  the  chairman  of  that  committed  who, 
I  am  fully  persuaded,  occupied  the  floor  at  least 
nine-tentns  of  the  whole  time  of  the  deb^e  on 
said  bill ;  by  which  means  its  passage  Was  delayed 
in  the  Hhouse  of  Representatives  until  the  16th  of 
January  \  whereas,  on  the  11th  of  February,  1803, 
a  report  of  a  committee  for  appropriating  two 
million  of  dollars  for  a  similar  pu^rpose  was  made, 
and  a  bill  predicated  thereon  passed  the  House  ol 
Representatives  on  the  15^h  of  the  same  month ; 
that  member  was  then  a  zealous  advocate  oT  tJie 
measure.    It  needs  no  comment 

2d.  The  second  case  I  shall  adduce,  is  his  delay 
in  bringing  forward  the  appropriation  bills  for 
the  support  of  Grovemment,  Army,  and  Navy,  of 
the  United  States ;  the  appropriation  for  the  War 
Department,  passed  in  18C^,  on  thelOth  of  Feb- 
ruary ;  and,  in  1805,  on  the  14th,  and  for  (he  Navy 
in  1804,  on  the  31st  of  January;  and,  in  18Q5,  oa 
the  25th  of  the  same  month ;  1806,  two  montfaS| 
or  more,  later. 

Notwithstanding  which,  that  member  has  as- 
serted on  this  floor  that  it  is  too  late  for  the  bill 
appropriating  two  millions  of  dollars  for  the  pui^ 
chase  of  the  Floridas  to  have  the  desired  effect ; 
that  the  battle  of  Austerlitz  will  prevent  a  favor- 
able is^ue  of  our  negotiation  with  Spain  ;  or,  to 
use  his  own  language,  with  France;  and  has  also 
charged  the  Executive  with  beine  unable  to  send 
off  the  sloop  Hornet  with  despatches,  for  want  of 
money;  that  they  have  beea obliged  to  discouat 
notes  at  a  very  great  loss;  that,  in  so  doing)  they 
have  acted  worse  than  the  former  Administration, 
who  resorted  to  eight  per  c^nt.  loans.  Here,  lee 
me  ask,  if  ever,  before  this  session,  there  was  such. 
an  insult  offered  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  as 
for  an  individual  member,  whose  business,  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
it  was,  to  bring  forward  and  iittend  to  filling  up 
the  blanks  in  all  appropriation  bills — after  having 
neglected  or  refused  to  do  his  duty  in  the  proper 
and  usual    timer-rise  from  his  seat,  near  t\ro 
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months  after,  and.  with  a  contemptuoue  smile,  in- 
form the  House  that  All-fools'  day  was  at  hand, 
wheh)  if  we  did  not  pass  the  bill  for  the  support 
of  Government^  we  should  look  like  fools  indeed  ? 
Thus  adding  insult  to  injury,  hj  charginjr'fais 
own  mal-conduct  to  the  account  of  injured  mno- 
cence. 

3d.  I  shall  now  proceed  -to  the  third  and-  last 
charge  which  I  shall  at  this  time  adduce,  which 
has  been  exhibited  by  that  member  against  our 
Executive  for  applying  to  draw  mone^  from  the 
Treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the  Florida^,  previ- 
ous to  an  appropriation  made  by  law  for  that  pur- 
pose; which  is  refuted  by.that  very  respectable  of- 
ficer, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  to  whose 
testimony  that  member,  after  publicly  declaring 
that  he  was  inferior  to  none— notwithstanding 
which  he  had  been  scouted  from  the  Cabinet—is 
bound  to  give  full  faith  and  credits  It  is  in  a  let- 
ter addressed  to  the  honpirable  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  JElepresentatives,  bearing  date  April  15, 
1806,  in  the  fbllowing  words : 

*'  Sib  :  In  answer  to  the  request  contained'  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Uopse  of  Representatives,  of  the  8th' 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  lespeoifuUy  to  state,  that  no 
application  has  been  made  to  draw  money  fixun  the 
Treasury,  for  the  purchase  of^the  Floridas,  before  an 
appropriation  made  by  law  for  that  purpose.*' 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  contradicted, 
when  I  assert,  that  it  is  a  sound  principle,  both  in 
law  and  ^uity^^  that  proving  one  part  of  the  tes- 
timoDV.of  a  witness  false,  greatly  invalidates,  if 
not  wnolly  (lestroys*  all  'Credibility  of  the  other 
parts.  This,  to  use  that  member's  favorite  phrase- 
ology, "  being  indisputably  done ;"  the  other  insin- 
uations, inuendoes,  and  direct  charges  of  malcon^ 
duct  against  the  Rxecutive,  and  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  Congress,  consequently  falk  into  that 
contempt  which  all  groundless  accusations  against 
the  innocent  justly  merit. 

I  shall  at  thb  time  present  to  view  but  one 
more  of  thorn  extraorduuury  prodactiona  tvhich 
have  so  frequently  and  so  greatly  retarded  the 
necessary  business  or  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives during  the  present  session. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  one  of  the  rhap- 
sodies of  the  member  from  Viiv^inia,  after  inform- 
ing the  House  that  he  had  reaa  a  pamphlet,  called 
'*  war  in  Disffuise,"  supposed  to  be  written  by  some 
of  the  British  Ministry,  or  their  hirelings,  in  sup- 
port of  thejr  unjust  and  tyrannical  coiiduct  to 
wards  neutral  nations,  he  took  up  a  pamphlet, 
called  "An  Examination  of  the  British  Doctrine, 
which  snbjecU  to  capture  a  Neutral  Trade,  not 
open  in  time  of  Peace,"  and  with  as  much  ap- 
parent yiolence  as  he  could  possibljr  h^se  exerted 
to  prevent  an  assassin  from  taking  his  life,  threw 
those  hated  pages  upon  the  floor  of  the  House,  to 
be  trodden  und^  foot  by  men,  deckring,  that  of 
this  pamphlet,  which  contains  204  pages,  his  ab- 
horrence of  its  contents  permitted  him  to  read  but 
11.  This  needs  no  further  comment  than  barely 
to  observe,  that  the  pamphlet  which  he  had  pe- 
rused, and  of  which  he  expressed  his  approbation. 
was  written  to  support  injustice  and* tyranny ;  ana 


the  other,  which  so  highly  excited  his  indignation, 
to  show  the  baseness  of  such  doctrines^  and  to 
support  justice,  equal  liberty,  and  the  inherent 
rights  of  man ;  which  will  cause  the  author  of 
that  pamphlet,  and  his  supporters,  to  shine  as 
stars  of  the  first  mag^oitude,  when  the  admirers 
apd  supporters  of  British  NDnisters  and  their  hire- 
lings ^nall  be  consigned  to  eternal  coi|tempt ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  after  hearing  so  many  insinua- 
tions, inuendoes,  and  direct  accusations,  thrown 
out  against  our  Executive,  and  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  Congress,,  which,  if  believed,  must 
alienate  the  affections  and  finally  destroy  the  eon« 
fidence  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  i  con- 
ceive it  a  duty  enjoined  on  me  by  my  present 
station  to  lay  before  this  House  tae  foregoing 
brief  statement  of  facts,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
published  fof^  the  perusal  of  the  public,  and  to  op- 
pose my  opinion  to  that  of  the  member  from  Vir- 
ginia.   My  opinion  most  decidedly  andunequlvo- 
caHy  is,  tliat  all  the  declamations  and  accusations 
we  have  heard  from  him  against  any  branch  of 
our  Executive,  so  far  as  it  goes  to  impeach  their 
knowledge,  prudence,  or   integrity,  is  entirely 
groundless  and  contrariwise ;  that,  as  far  as  has 
come  to  my  knowledge,  our  Executive  in  all  its 
departments  has  discharged  its  duties  in  such 
manner  as  to  merit  the  approbation  and  entire 
confidence  of  the  people  of  these  United  States. 
To  their  g^d  sense  and  impartial  judgment  I  leave 
to  determine  whether  the  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
tive, and  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, has  fixed  on  them  a  stain  of  so  d^p  a  die 
that  all  the. waters  of  the  Potoihac  can  never 
wash  it  off;  or  whether  the  groundless  accusation 
of  that  membier  has  not  indelibly  stamped  him.  not 
barely  with  a  staiJ^  but  a  deep  sable  hue,  whicn  all 
the  waters  pf  the  Mississippi,  that  great  parent  of 
floods,  even  if  connected  with  the  most  powerful 
fuller's  soap,  can  ever  cleanse  or  change  to  its  na- 
tive color  5  and,  finally,  whether  a  member  of 
Congress  who  has,  to  tne  utmost  of  his  power, 
fixed  in  battle  arrav  the  citizens  of  the  South 
against  those  of  the  North,  and  the  Westaffainst 
the  East,  or  those  members  who  uniformly  en- 
deavored to  promote  love  and  harmony  among 
all  classes  of  citizens,  as  children  of  one  family, 
are  the  real  friends  of  the  interest,  liberty,  peace, 
and  happiness  of  these  United  States. 

I  shall  conclude  with  offering,  if  seconded,  two 
reflations,  which  I  do  with  a  desire  to  have  them 
placed  on  the  Journal,  intending  to  call  them  up 
the  first  day  of  the  next  session.  I  offer  these 
resolutions  for  the  purpose  hereafter  of  keeping 
the  business  of  .the  House  of  Representatives 
within  its  own  power,  and  to  prevent  in  future 
the  most  important  business  of  the  nation  from 
being  retarded  by  a  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or  any  other  committee, 
from  goiuff  to  Baltimore  or  elsewhere,  without 
leave  of  absence,  and  staying  six  days  or  more, 
either  for  his  pleasure  or  his  interest;  to  prevent 
the  members  of  this  House  from  being  hereafter 
insulted  by  chairmen,  or  other  members  of  the 
committees,  for  calling  business  out  of  their  hands, 
after  having  kept  it  either  from  negligence  or 


1115 


HISTOBY  OF  CONGSESS. 


1118 


H.orR. 


Pogtpotmmml  <f  Ordenr^A^aumment^i, 


Apbil,  1806. 


evil  design  more  weeks  tbaa  they  ooghft  to  bare 
dune  days.  To  prereDt  in  future  the  ChairmaQ 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaos  from  keep- 
ing for  months  the  estimates  for  the  appropriations 
necessary  for  the  eosuiog  year  in  nis  pocket,  or 
locked  up  in  his  desk,  wheteby  the  different  ap- 
propriation bills  may  be  kept  back  (as  they  have 
DeeA  this  session)  to  the  great  injury  of  the  na* 
tioQ,  as  we)l  as  individuals ;  and,  finally,  to  pre- 
Tent  hereafter  bills  of  importance  being  brought 
forward,  and  forced  through  the  House,  neai  the 
close  of  a  session,  when  many  members  are  gone 
home,  and  the  minds  of  those  who  remain  are 
necessarily  turned  homeward  tp  their  domestic 
concerns,  and  when  there  is  not  time  for  that  full 
investigation  and  cool  deliberation  necessary  to 
decide  with  propriety  on  important  subjects,  by 
which  means  laws  may  be  passed  iniurious  to 
the.  i^tCMsts  of  Xhe  United  States  and  nerogntory 
to  the  character  of  the  Houle  of  Representatives. 

I  trust  every  member  of  this  .House,  after  ex- 
periencing the  embarrassments  of  the  present  see- 
sion,  will  be  impressed  with  the  neccftaity  of  pi;a* 
venting  them  in  future ;  for  that  purpose  I  oSet 
these  resolutions.  ' 

Mr;  Sloan  then  sobmiited  the  following  ceeo- 
Intions:  . 

Ritohedt  That  hereafter  all  standing  committees  of 
the  House  of  JRwiasentatives  shsU  be  appeinfcsd  by 
baUoty  and  shall  oaooss  their  own  chairman. 

lUiohedf  That  all  committees  of  the  Hoose  of  Rep- 
xasentativea  be  called  i^pon  by  the  Speaker  every  Mon- 
day to  report,  unless  dispensed^ith  by  ^  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House. 

Ordered  That  thA  said  motion  do  lie  onr  the 
taUe* 

ADJOITRNMENT. 


itself  into  a  Como^ittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  re^ 
lief  of  Seth  Harding,  late  a  Captain  in  tbie  Navy 
of  the  United  States,"  was  postponed  indefinitely. 
The  o^ei  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 


itself  into  a  Committee  mf  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  explain 
the  fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 'to  di- 
vide the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate  Gov- 
ernments," ^was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition 
to  the  act  establishing  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States,"  was  postponed  in* 
definitely. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  o^  the  Governor,-  Judges,  and  Secre- 
tary, of  the  Indiana  l^efritory,  was  postponed  in- 
definitely. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  the  fur^ 
ther  consideration  of  the  reoort  of  the  committee 
appointed,  on  the  twenty-nrst  ultimo^o  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Gideon  Granger,  Postmastec 
General  of  the  United) States,  be  postponed  in- 
definitely :  it  was  resolved  in  the  afirmative. 

Mr.  Eably,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  jointly,  with  toe  commit- 
tee appoiilted  on  the  part  or  the  Senate,  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and.notify 
him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress,  reported 
that .  the  committee  had  performed  that  service ; 
and  that  the  President  signified  to  them  he  had 
BO  farther  communication  to  make  during  the 
present  session. 

A  message.from  the  Senate  InforOied  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  finished  the  legislative 
business  beibre  tnem,  are  jlow  ready  to  adjoQro. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to' the  Sen- 
ate tQ  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  com- 
pleted the  business  before  them,  are  now  aoout  to 
adjourn  until  the  first  Monday  in  December  next ; 
The  orderj>f  the  day  for  the^HoiKe  to  Jresolye^  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  go  with  the 
.1..  r^  _i^T         ^  .!-_  T»ri.  1        .L    111  ^^.^  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went- with  the  said  mes- 
sage ;  and,  beingretnrned,  Mr. SpsAXBa  adjourned 
the  House  until  ihe  fimt  Monday  in  Deeember 
next. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  JOURNAL 


01  8UC6  B^OOEkDINq?  OT  THB  FlftST  8B§SI0N  OF  THB  NINTH  00NGRES8,  AS,  DURING  THB  TIMB  THET  WKftl 

DSPENDINO,  WERE  OBBBRED  TO  BJB  KEPT  OBCBET,  AND  RESPECTINO  WHICH  THE  INJUNCTION 

Of  SBCBBOT  WA8  AITEEFAlUDfi  TAKEN  OVf  BT  OBBEB  OT  THE  HOUSE. 


Friday,  December  6,^1805. 

The  B»feAKER  l»id  before  the  Hoose  a  letter 
and  comtimnicatioD  (torn  the  PaBeiDfiMT  op  thb 
United  States,  whiph  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  aaid  letter  and  eommoDica- 
tion,  together  with  the  doc ttmeata  accompanying 
the^  same,  be  referred  to  Mr.  John  .Randolph, 
Mr.  Nicholson,  Mr.  J«hn  C.  Smith,  Mr.  Mum- 
roRD,  Mr.  Williams  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Bid- 
WSL^  and  Mr.  BaowN*. 


Friday,  January  3, 1806. 

Mr.  John  Randolph,  from  the  committee  to 
whonoi  was  referred  the  Message  and  commuoica- 
tlon  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
sixth  of  December  last,  together  with  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  same,  made  a  report 
thereupon,  as  folio w$ : 
Report  of  the'oommittee  t9  whpm  weie  relerred  the 

Message  of  the  President  of  the  United.  Statoi,  of 

the  sixth  Decenpber,  1806. 

The  oemmittee  have,  beheld*  with  jnst  iiidin«tk>n, 
the  hostile  spirit  manilested  by  the  Court  of  Madrid 
towards  the  Uo^emment  of  the  (Jniied  States,  in  with- 
holding the  ratification  of  its  conTention  with  us,  al- 
though signed  hj  its/>wii  Minister,  under  the  eye  of 
his  SoTereign,  un^  with  alterations  of  its  terms  af^ 
footing  cUims  of  the  United  SUtes,  which,  by.  the 
ezpreas  condition  of  the  instrument  itself  were  reserv- 
ed for  future  discussion :  in.  piratical  depredations  upon 
our  fair  commerce;  in  obstructing  the  navigation  of 
the  Mobile ;  in  refasing  to  come  to  any  fair  and  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  the  boun^laries  of  Louisiana ;  and 
In  a  daring  violation,  by  persons  acting  under  the  au- 
thority of  Spain,  and,  no  doubt,  apprized  of  her  senti- 
meats  and  view%  <^f  our  undisputed  limits,  which  she 
had  fol^mnly-  recognised  by  treaty. 

To  a^Govemmeat  hafing  interests  diijtinet  from  those 
of  its  peo^e,  and  disregarding  their  welfrre,  hers  is 
ample  cause  ftr  a  ieiaui  dedaratioB  of  war  on  the  part 
of  the  UuUtod  States,  and  suoh,  did  they  obey  the  im<> 
pulse  of  their  lef  lings  alone*  is  the  eourse  whieh  the 
^mmittee  would  not  hesitate  to  recommend ;  but,  to  a 
Government  identified  with  its  citizens,  too  far  removed 
from  the  powerful  nations  of  the  earth  fi>r  its  safety  to 
be  endangered  by  their  hostility,  peace  must  always  be 
desirable,  so  Ipng  as  it  is  compatible  with  the  honor 
end  interest  of  the  communky. 

WhUflt  the  United  States  continue  burdened  with  a 
debt  which  annually  absorbs  t#o>thirds  of  their  reve- 
nue,  and  duties  upon  imports  constitute  the  only  re- 
■ource  firom  which  that  revenue  can  be  raised,  without 
resorting  to  systesM  of  taxation  not  more  ruinous  and 
oppressive  than  they  are  uncartain  and  precarious,  the 


best  interesCi  of  the  Union  cry  aloud  for  neace.  When 
that  dsb^haU  have  been  discharged,  and  the  resources 
of  tl)e  natipn  thereby  Ubeiated,  then  may  we'ratienaUT 
expect  to  raise,  eyen  in  time  of  war,  the  supplies  whi^ 
our  frugal  institutions  require,  without  recurring  to  the 
hateful  and  destructive  esoedient  of  loans ;  .then,  and 
not  till  then,  may  we  bid  d^ance  to  the  world.  The 
present  moment  is  peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  great 
and  desirable  work.  Now,  if  ever,  the  national  debt  is 
to  be  paid  by  such  financial  arrangements  as  will  ac- 
celerate its  extinction,  by  reaping  the  rich  harvest  of 
neutrality,  and  thus  providing  for  that  diminution  of 
revenue  which  ezpenence  teaches  us  to  expect  on  the 
general  pacification  of  Europe.  And  the  committee 
indulge  a  hope  that,  in  the  chsjdged  aspect  of  affiurs  in 
that  quarter,  Spain  will  find  ipotives  for  a  just  fulfil 
Uient  of  her  stipulations  with  us,  and  anjamicable  set- 
Uement  of  limits,  upon  terms  not  more  beneficial  to 
the  Unite4  States  than  advantagepus  to  herself ;  secur 
ring  to  her  an  ample  barrier  on  tiie  side  of  Mexico^ 
and  to  us,  the  countries  watered  by  the  Kjsaissippi»and 
to  the  eastward  of  it.  But,  wliikit  the  committee  per- 
ceive, in  the  general. uproar  of  Europe,  a  state  of  thuigs 
peculiarly  favorable  Uf  the  peaceable  pursuit  of  our 
best  interests,  they  are  neither  insensilfte  to  the  indig* 
nity  which  has  been  ofiered  On  the  part  of  SpaiUi  nor 
luiwilling  to/repel  similar  ootrage.  On  the  subfect  of 
self-defbnce,  when  the  territmry  of  the  United  States  is 
insulted,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion,  whatever  difispr^ 
enees  may  exist  on  the  question,  whether  that  protae* 
tion  which  a  vessel  finds  in  our  harbbirs  shall  be  ex« 
tended  te  her,  by  the  nation,  in  the  Indian  or  Chfaiese 
seas  1  Under  this  impression,  the  committee  submit  the 
following  resolution ; 

*<  JRcMhed,  That  such  number  of  troops  ^ot  exceed* 
ing  --^'  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
deem  sufficient  te  protect  the  southern  frontiers  of  the 
United  States  from  Spanish  inroad  and  insult,  and  te 
chastise  the  same,'  be  unmediatoly  raised." 

The  said  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
fei^  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  thatthe  House 
do  come  to  to  the  following  resohitions : 

JUsokfedy-That  $ be  appropriated  by  law  for 

the  nurpose  Of  defimying  any  extraordinary  expenses 
whidti  nay  be  ineunred  in  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  nations,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  fnoneys  in  the  Treasuiy,  not  otherwise  afqpropri- 
atod,  and  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Pre»> 
ident  oi  the  United  States,  who  shsil  ha've  authority^ 
if  necessary,  to  borrow  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  there- 
of, in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  at  a  rate  of  interest 
not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  shall 
cause  an  account  of  the  expenditure  thereof  to  be  laid 
belore  Congress  as  soon  as  may  bet 
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Resolved,  That  the  additional  duty  of  two  and  a  half 
per  centum  ad  ▼alorem,  imposed  by  an  act,  entitled 
'*An  act  further  to  protect  die  commerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbaiy  Powers,"  l)e 
continued  for years. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutions  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee. of  the  whole  House  to 
whom  is  committed  the  before  mentioned  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  Message  and  communi- 
cation of  the  President  of  the  Uoited  States,  of 
the  sixth  of  December  last. 


Monday,  January  6. . 
The  House  resolved  itself  into'a  Committei;  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  Message  and  communi- 
cation from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  sixth  of  Decemher  last,  and  the  documents 
accompanying  the  same,  as  also  the  resolutions  re- 
ferred to  the  said  Comipittee  of  the  whole  House 
on  Friday  last ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  Coitmittee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had 
lefire  to  sit  again. 

TuEsnAY,  January  7. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Revived,  That  any  arrangement  of  limits  between 
the  United  States  andLSpain^whicH  shall  secure  to  her 
an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mississippi,  and 
to  the  eastward  of  it,  will  meet  the  approbation  and 
support  of  this  House ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
whom  is  referred  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  Message  and  communication*  from  the  Prqai- 
dent  ot  the  United  States,  of  the  sixth  of  Decem- 
ber last;  atid  the  documents  accompanying  the 
same,  as  also  two  resolntions  referred  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Friday  last. 

The  House  then  agait  resolved  itoelr  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. on  the  said  r^ort  and 
resolutions,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave 
to  ait  again. 

Wednbbdat,  January  &  ^ 
The  House  again  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  were  referred  a  Message  and  com- 
munication from  the  President  otthe  United 
States,  of  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  the 
documents  accompanying  the  same;. as,  ako, 
on  two  resolutions  referred  to  the  same  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  last,  and  one  other 
resolution  referred  to  the  same  Committee 'of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  last;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Thuasday,  January  9. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wliole  on  the  report  of  a  commit- 


tee to  whom  were  referred  a  Messwe  and  com- 
munication from  the  President  or  the  Unit^ 
States,  t)f  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  same ;  as,  also,  on  two 
resolutions  referred  to  thesameCoonmitteeof  the 
Whole  on  Friday  last,  and  one  other  resolatioa 
referred  to^the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  last ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereio, 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  January  10. 

The  .House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whiole  on  the  report  of  the  comffli^* 
tee  to  whom  were  referred  a  Message  and  com- 
munication from  the  President  of  the  Uaited 
States,  of  the  sixth  of  December  last,  and  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  same ;  as,  also^  on  two 
resolutions  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the 
,  Whole  on  Friday  last,  and  on  one  other  resolution 
referred  to  the  samd  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  last;  and,* after  some  time q)ent therein, 
the  Committee  rose,  and  reportied  to  the  House 
their  disagreement  to  the  resolution  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  aforesaid;  also,  their 
agreement  to  the  first  of  the  two  resolotions  re- 
ferred to  them  on  F/iday  last,  witfr  sundry  amend- 
ments ;  and,  further,  that  the  said  Committee  of  the 
Wliole  not  hsving  time  to  go  through  the  whole 
of  the  busine^  referred  to  them,  ask  for  leave  to 
sit  again. 

On  the  question  .that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  have  leave  to  sit  again,  it  passed  in  the 
negative.    • 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Wb^le  da  lie  on  the  table. 


Saturday,  January  11. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  yestercfaiy,  on 
the.  report  of  the  committee  xi  whom  was  re/erred 
the  Message  and  communication  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  of  the  sixth  of  Decem- 
ber last,  and  sundry  resolution^  of  the  third  and 
seventh  instants.  Whereapon,  the  resolution  cou- 
tained  iq  the  report  of  the  committee.on  tke  Pieur 
dent's  Message,  aforesaid,  being  read,  ia  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

**Be»hedt  That  snchinmiber  of  troops,  not  esDceed* 

ing -^  as  the  President  of  the  United  StaSss  iih«II 

deem  sufficient  to  protect  the  Southern  fiontias  of  the 
United  States  from  Spanish  inroad  and  inanlt,  and  to 
chastise  the  same,  be  mkmediately  raised." 

•  The  questioa  was  taken,  that  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  thtii 
disagreement  to  the  same,  and  iresolved  ia  the 
affirmadve—yeas  72,  nays  58, as  follows: 

Yeas— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  AndeTsouY 
David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  George  M.  Bediuger, 
Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  BlsLke, 
jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle« 
William  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Ca- 
sey, John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
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inshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby^,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  James  filliot,  Bbenezer  El- 
mer, John  W.  Eppes,  William  Fiodley.  James 
Fisk,  Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Silas  Halsey,  Jno.  Hamilton.  Jas. Holland, 
David  Holmesj  John  0/ Jackson,  Tnomas  Kenan, 
Nehemiah  Knieht,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib, 
Robert  Marion.  Josiah  Masters,  David  Meriwether, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore.  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Russell,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  James  Sloiao,John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richal-d  Stanford,  Joseph  Stan- 
toD,  David  Thomas.  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
num,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  David 
R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Wil- 
liams, and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nays— John. Archer,  Burwell  Basse^t,  Silas 
Betton',  James  M.  Broom,  Joseph  Bryan,  John 
Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne, 
Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton, 

i'un.,  Samuel  W.  Dana^  John  Davenport,  jun., 
>eter  Early,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  Fow- 
ler, James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Groldsboreuffh, 
Seth  Hastings,  David  Houffh,  Walter  Jones,  Jas. 
Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livhigston, 
Matthew  |liyon,  Patrick  Magr^der,  William  Mc^ 
Creery,  Jonathan  O;  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Joseph  '^, 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin.. jun.j^osiah  duincy, 
John  Randolph,  Peter  SaillY,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  C.  Smifh,  John  Smith,  Samuel'.  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  William  Stedm/in,  Lewis  B. 
Starges,  Samuel  Tat^sart.  Benjamin  Tallmad^e, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  K.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt.  Killian'K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C. 
Verpianck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  Matthew  Walton, 
Sliphalet  Wick^s,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amend n»ents  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  first  resolution  referred  to  them,  on 
the  third  instant,  which  resolution  and  amend- 
ments beingread,  as  follorws : 

JResoivedf  That  —  dollan(  be  appropriated,  by  law, 
lor  the  parpose  of  defraying^any  extraordinary  expenses 
which  may  be  incmred  in  the  interooorae  between  the 
United  States  and  jfbrelgn  nations,  to  be  paid^ontof 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasuiy,  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted, and  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  ther  United  States,  who  shall  have' authority  to 
borrow  the  aaid  sum,  or  any  part  ihereofy  on  behalf  ef 
the  United  Qtafet,  at  a  rate  pf  interest  not  exceeding 
six  per  centnm  per  annum,  and' shall  cause  anaoconnt 
of  the  expenditure  thereof  ta  be  iaid  before  Congress, 
as  soon  as  may  be.  -         •  . 

AxajmsavTS. 
Fir9i>  Prefix  a  pveambLe,  in  the  words  following,  •to 
wit :  *'  Whereas,  in  the  settlement  of  our  difTerences 
with  Spain,  It  may  be  totheintsrest  of  the  United 
States  to  procure  a  cesrion  of  the  Spanish  territories 
eastward  of  the  river  MiBsissippi,  by  purchase  to  en- 
able the  President,  in  effecting  such  purchase^  to  secure' 
to  the  United  Stales  the  most  adTaatageous  terms." 
9th  COK.— 36 


Second,  Strike  put  the  words,  **  any  extraordinary 
expei^s  which  may  be  incurred  in  die  intercourse  b»» 
tween  the  United  States  ud  foreign  nations,"  and  in-, 
sort  **  the  expense  which  may  be  incurred  in,  the  pur- 
chase pf  the  Spanish  territories  lying  on  the  AUantio 
ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi." ^ 

Tkird,  Afler  the  words  "per  annum,"  insert  " re- 
deemable at  wHI.*^ 

The  first  of  the  said  an\endments,  to  fix  a  pre- 
amble to  the  resolution,  being  again  read,  it  was 
nn>ved  to  amend  the  said  preamble  by  preceding 
'it  with  the  fpUowing  words : 

"  France  having  transferred  to  the  United  States  the 
sovereignty  of  Louisiana,  embracing  extensive  but  un- 
defined countries,  contiguous  to  the  Spanish  province 
of  New  Mexico,  and  Spain  retaining  the  8ovej:eignty  of 
territories  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Gntf  of  Mexico, 
detached  firom  her  other  American  possessions,  but 
whoes  local  position  render  diem  desirable  to  the  Uni- 
ted SUtes;  and," ,  .         ' 

Aod  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  was  resolred 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  74,  nays -57^  as  follaws: 

Yeas — Isaac  Anderson,  John.  .Archer,  Dayid 
•Bard^  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  CJaiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Qeorge  Clinton,  jun., 
John  Clopton,  Samuel  W.  Dana^  John  Daven- 

Jprt;  jun.,  Peter  Early.  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
ohn  Fowler,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Ctolds- 
boitragh,  Edwin  Grajr,  Seth  Hastings,   IDavid 
Holmes/Darid  Hough,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas   Kenan,  Michael 
Leib,  Joseph  Lewis^.  jiiu.,  Henry  W.  Livingston, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCree- 
ry,  D.avid  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thorn* 
as  Moore;  John  Morrow^  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas-Newton,  jun .,  Joseph^ 
H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin^  jun.,  Josiah  Qum-' 
cy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  C.  Smith,  John  Smith, 
O'Brien  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spald- 
ing, Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis 
B.  Sturees,  Samud  Taggart.   benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R;  Thompson 
Thomas   W.  ThodkpsoiOp  Abram  Triffg,  Philip' 
Vau  Cortlaudt,  Killian  K.'yan  Rensselaer,  Dan-- 
iel  C.  Verpianck,  Peles  Wadswbrth,  Bliphalet 
Wickto.DaTi4  R.  Williams,.  Marmaduke  Wil- 
liams,^ Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and 
Thom&s  Wynns.  '  '     :  \ 

Nays-t  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Joseph  Barker,  Bar- 
nabas Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  Jan., 
Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Jo- 
seph Bryiln,  William  Butler,  G^eorge  W.  Camp- 
bell,. Jbhn  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay,  Frederick 
Conrad.  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield, 
Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
Julias  Earle  James  Elliot,  Eoenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,' William  Findl^y,  James  Fisk.  An- 
drew wt%%,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  HalseW  John 
Hamilton,  James  Holland,  Nehen^iah  Knight, 
Jehu  Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  "Patrick  Magru- 
der.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roeer  Nelson,  Gidedn 
OUhj  John  Pugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
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Eh€a  of  Tenacssee.  Jacob  'Ricbard9,  Johp  Rus- 
sell, Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G. 
SchuQeman,  Ebeaezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan^  John 
Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stautoo,  David 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Mat- 
thew Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill, 
and  Nathan  Williams. 

And  then  the  said  preamble,  as' amended,  being 
under  consideration,  it  was,  on  motion,  ordered  ta 
He  on  the  table. 


Monday,  Jaquary  13.' 

The  House  resumed  the'  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Condmittee  of  the  Whole  of  Friday 
last :  Whereupon,  a  motion  ^as  pade,  and  the 
question  being  put,  that  the  said  repprt  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

And  then  the  second  amendme|it,  reported  bv 
the  said  committee,  to  the  first  resolution  refecredf 
to  them,  beiaff  again  read  as  follows :  '  . 

Strike  out  the  words  <«  any  eztraordinaiy  .^zpenset 
which  may  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  na^ons,"  and  insert  ^'the 
eaqpense  which  may  be.incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the 
Spanish  Territories  lying  on. the. Atlantic  ocean  and 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  Mississippi :" 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  don- 
cur  with  ;the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in 
their  agreement  to  th6  said  amendment,  and  re- 
solved m  the  affirmatire— yeas  74)  nays  58,-  as 
follows:' 

Ybab— Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas, 
Betton^  James  M.  Brooin^  John  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  George. 
Canton,  jr..  John  Clopton,  Leonard  Covington, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davebpbrt,  jr.,  Caleb 
Ellis,  William  Ely,.  John  Fowler,  James  M..Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwih  Gray,  John 
Hamilton,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  Walter  Jones,  J^mes  Kelly,  Thomas  Ke-. 
nan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph-  Lewis,  Jr,,  Henry  W. 
Livingston,  Matthew  Lyoa,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Masters,  William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether, 
.Nichplaa  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr^  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pit' 
kin,  jr.,  Josiah  Q^uiney,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
ofPen|sylvania,  Thomas  Sammons.  John  Cotton 
Smith,  Jol^n  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spal- 
ding, Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedma9,Lewif 
B.  Sturg^  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TalJmadge^ 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram, Trigg,  Philip  VanCort- 
landt.  Kiilian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
planck,.  Peteff  .Wadsworth,  EHphalet  Wickes, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  William's,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nays — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Joserph  Barker.  Bar- 
nabas Bidwell,  Phanuel  Bishop,  Thomas  Blount, 
RobertBrown,  Jphn  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  William 
Butler,  George  W.  Campbell.  John  Chandler, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Ciownin- 


shield.  Richard  CutU,Ezra  Darby,  William  Ditk- 
son,  Eiias  Earle.  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Bb^ 
nezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Andrew  Greg^,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  William  Helms^Tames  Holland.  JohnG. 
Jackson,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Pat- 
rick. Magruder,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Fugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Mania 
G;  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Souihatd, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Jos. 
B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill, 
Robert  Whltehiil,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas 
Wynns. 

The  third  and  last  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  the  said  £rst 
resolution,  to  insert  after  the  words  "perannam^" 
the  words  '^  redeemable  at  will,"  was,  on  the  ques- 
tion put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 


TtfESDAT,  Janaary  14^ 

,  The  llouse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Friday  Mast:  Whereupon^^he  first  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  said  Committee,  as  amended,  being 
again' read,'  a  motion  was  made,  tad  the  qnesiioa 
bein^  put,  further  to  amend  the  same,  by  stxi^ng 
out,  m  |he  first  Una  thereof,  the  words,  ^foi  the 
purpose  of,"  and  inserting,  in  lien  thaeo{^  the 
word. "  toward :''  it  was  resolved  in  the  affimiati ve 
— ^yeas  6^,  nays  44,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Willis  Alston,jr..Isaac  Anderson^David 
Bard,  George  M.  Bedmger,  Bifrnabaa  tiidweVV, 
Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount^ 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Bryan,  Wiiiam  Butler, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Joseph  Clay, 
George  Clinton,,  jr.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob 
Crownittshield,  ,Ezrk  Darby,  Elias  Rarle,  Peier 
Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  WiJiiam 
Findley,  J/)hn  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg.  Itatah  L. 
Green.  Silas  Halsey,  'James  Holland.  John  G. 
Jackson,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Mich- 
ael Leib,  Patrick  Magruder,  Robert  Marion, Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newtpn;  jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pnch, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John 
Rus^ll,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
G.  Schunemnn^  James  Sloan,  John  Smiiic^  O^Brien 
.Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  Diarid 
Thoma&  Uri  Tracy,  Abram  Trigg.  Joseph  B.  Var- 
num, Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitdim,  Ro>>eit 
Whitehill,  Bliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  WilVtanc, 
Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynna. 

NiLT8->-JamesM.  Broom,  John  Campb^,  Mania 
Chiftehden,  John  Ctaibome,  Christopher  C^ark, 
John  Clopton,  Leonard  Covin^on,  SamoelW. 
Dana,  John  Davenport, Jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  James M. 
Gannett,  Charles  ^  Golchborough,  Bdwin  Gray. 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  Jamea  K.^\y,  Jos. 
Lewis,  jr^  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Josiah  Masters. 
tViUiam  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr. 
Josiah  ^uincf ,  John  Ra^dolphi  Joho     JEtea  & 
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PeDDsyWania.  Thomas  SamiqoDs,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spal- 
din£[,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturfires,  BeD- 
jamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R. 
Thompson,  Thoma?  W.  Thompson,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  ElilUan  E,  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C. 
Verplanck)  David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Wil- 
liams, and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Another  motion  Tras  made,. and  the  question 
b^ing  put,  further  t6  ameod^the  said  resolution  by 
adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  following  proviso : 

^  Provided,  That  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid 
shall  not  exceed  -^< —  dollars  i" 

Jt  passed  in  the  negative — ^yeas,  57^  nays  62,  a^ 
follows:  "^ 

Ybas— (jreorge  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betlon,  Jps. 
M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Ckitteoden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris? 
topher  Clark,  John  Clopton.  Leonard  Covington, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr^.  Caleb 
£llis,  William  Bly,  James  Fisk,  James  M,  Gan- 
nett, Charles  Goldsboro ugh.  Edwin  Qray,  Seth 
Haatinfs,  David  Holmes,  Da^id  Hough,  James 
Kelly^  Thomas  Kenan.  Joseph  Lewis,  ir.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Josiah  blasters,  William  M'Creery, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.. 
Josiah  duiney,  John*  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania.  Thomas '  Sammons,  John  Cotton 
Smith.  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  ThomasSpal- 
ding,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman^ Lewis 
B.  Sturges.  Samuel  Tsj^gart^Benjainin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Phiup  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trige,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
planck,  Peleg  Wadsworlh.  David  R.  Williams^ 
Marmaduke  williams^ano  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nays— Willis  Alston,  jn,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 
Archer,  David  Bard,  Parnabaa  Bidwell,  Phanuel 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr^  Thomas  Blount;  Robert 
Brown.  Joseph  Bryan,  Greorge  W.  Campbell,  John 
Chandler,  Joseph  Clay^Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob 
Crowninshield,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
Elias  Earle.  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer 
Elmer,  Wiliram  Findley,  JohQ*  Fowler,  Andrew 
Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  William 
Helms,  Jame&Holland,  John  G.  Jack^on^Nehemiah 
Knight.  John  Lambert,  Michael  Lei^  Patrick 
Magraaer,  Robert  Marion,  Nicholas  R.  Moore) 
Jeremiah  Morrow.  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  John  P ugh,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Jonn  Russell,  Peter 
Sailly^  Thomas  SandfcMrd,  Martin  G«  Schuneman, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  SlpaQ,  John  Smilie, 
O^Brien  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stunton, 
David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy.  Joseph  B.  Varnum, 
Matthew  Walton^  John  Whitehill,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,- Nathan  Williams,,  Joseph 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  put,  that  the 
House  do  affree  to  the  first  resolution,  amended 
to  read  as  fbuows : 

Resolved,  That  — ^  dollars. be  appropriatedy  by 
law,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  which  may  be  in- 
curred in  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish  territories  lying 
on  the  AliatttAocean  atti  ewr^  Madcd^  and  eaMward 


of  the  Mississii^i,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  m6ney  in  ihe 
Treasury  t  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  applied 
under  the  direction  of  the  r  resident  of  the  United  Statesi^ 
who  shall  have  authority,  if  necessary,  to  borrow  the 
flaid  sum,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per 'annum,  redeemable  at  will ;  and  shall  cause  an  ac- 
count thereof  to  b&laid  before  Congress,  as  aoon  aa 
maybe: 

.  Itwasresolvfdintheaffirmative-^yeas77,nay)» 
54,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Ahton,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  John 
Archer,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwefl  Baa- 
sett,  GaoTge  M.  Bedinger^  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
Phanuel  Bishop,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
John  !Boyle.  Joseph  Bryan,  George  W.  Campbell, 
John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr, 
John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad^  Orchard  CoolL 
Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Crownm  shield^  Ric  hara 
CuttSjEzra  Darbyj  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  BLarly^James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley^  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  SiIm 
>Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  Jamea 
Holland;  John  ^.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehe- 
npiah  Knight,  John  Lambert^  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
rick Magrnder,  Robert  Marion,'  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow^  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson, 
Gideon  Olin,  /ohn  Pugb,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Tentiessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Bandford,  Martin 
G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Searer,  Jamea  Sloan, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  ^onthard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thoi;nas,  UrT  Tracy,  Jos. 

B.  varnum.  Matthew  Walton,  John  WhitehlU, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wil^ 
liams,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

NkYs— Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  Wil* 
iiam  Butler,  John  Camjpbell,  Levi  Casey,  Afartia' 
Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
Matthew  Clay.  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daveli- 
port,  jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hon^h,  Jamea 
Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  ir.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  Mc-> 
Creery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jona- 
thad  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, junior,  Josiah  Ctiiincy,  John  Kandolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thotnas  Sammons,  John 
Cotton  Smith.  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thos. 
Spalding, "Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman, 
Lewis  fi.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg.  Philip 
Van'Cortkndt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer.  Daniel 

C.  VerpTanck^eleg  Wadsworth,  D.  R.  Williams, 
Mat maduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  ihen  made,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  that  the  House  do  coole  to  the  following 
resolution : 

Ke8olvedy^T\iii  an  exchange  of  territory  between  tha 
tTnited  States  and  Spain  u  deemed,  by  this  House,  to 
be  the  most  advantageous  mode  of  settlement  of  exist- 
ing differences  respecting  limits  between  the  United 
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States  and  the  Court  of  Madrid,  and  that  any  airange- 
ment  between  the  two  Governments  which  shall  secure 
to  Spain  an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of  Mexico,  and 
to  the  United  States  the  countries  watered  by  the  Mis- 
suBsippi,  and  to  the  Eastward  of  it,  will  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  this  House : 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  80,  nays 
52vas  follows: 

Teas— John  Archer,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Basi 
scttOeorge  M.  Bediog^r,  Thomafi  Blount,  James 
M.  Broom,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  William 
Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark.  Joseph 
Cla^,  Georse  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Ciopton,  Leonard 
CoviDgtODu  Feter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  EUis, 
William  Ely,  John  W.'Eppes,  John  Fowler,  Jas. 
M'  Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Aodraw  Gregg,  Silas  Halsey^ John  Hamilton,  Seth 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Housh,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Ke- 
nan, Michael  Leib,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  David 
Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jeremiah  Nelson.  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholsop,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Q,uincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards. 
Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,  John  Smith,  O'Brien  Smith,  Slamuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spaldio&|,  Richard  StanfV^rd,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Samuel  Ta^fart.  Benjamin  Talhnadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  PhiTip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Corl- 
landt,  Kilhan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Dianiel  Q  Ver- 

flancK,  Pelejg  Wads  worth,  Eliphalet.  Wickes, 
)avid  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas' 
Wynns. 

Nays — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jos. 
Barker,  Silas  Betton,  Barnabas  Bid  well,  Phanuel. 
Bishop,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  George 
W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Matthew  Clay^ 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana^  Ezra 
Darby,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  D.ickson, 
Elias  Earle,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley,* 
James  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green,-  William  Helms, 
James  HoIIand>  Nehemiah  E!nk;ht,  John  Lambert, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr»  Matthew  Lyon,  Patrick  Ma- 
gruderjJonatban  0.  Mosely,  Roger  Nelson,  Gideon 
Clin,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Jnhn  Rh«a  of  Ten- 
nessee, John  Russell,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebe- 
nezer Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  John. 
Cotton  Smith.  Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stanton, 
William  Stedman.  David  Thomas.  Uri  Tracy, 
Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton^John  White- 
bill,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Nathan  Williams. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  first  resolution  agreed  to;  and 
that  Mr.  Bidwell,  Mr.  Early,  Mr.  Roger  Nel- 
son, Mr.  George  W.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Clai- 
borne, do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  present  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  resolution  last  agreed  to.  On  which 
inotion  debate  arising,  it  was  moved  to  postpone 


the  consideration  thereof  until  Monday  next,  and 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


WEnNBSDAT,  January  15. 

Mr.  Bidwell,  from  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday,  presented  n  Mil  making  provisMm  for 
defrayinff  the  expense  which  majr  be  incurred  in 
the  purchase  of  the  Spanish  territories  lying  on 
the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Und  east- 
ward of  the  Mississippi ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  this 
day. 

A  motion  was  then  mad^,  and  the  question  be- 
ing put,  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  so  far  as 
respects  the  proceedings  of  this  House  po  the  said 
bill,  be  taken  off,  it  passed  in  the  n^tire— yeas 
49,  nays  78.  as  follows : 

Teas— John  Archer,  Qeotee  M.'Bedinger,  Silu 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  William  J3utter,  John 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  Mat- 
thew Clay,Leonard  Covins^on.SamQel  W.Dana, 
John'  Davenport,  jr.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
Jas.M.  Garnett,  Charles  Goidsborongb,  Setii  Has- 
ti&gs,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough^ames  Kelly^ 
Joseph  Lewis,  jc*,  Henry  W.  Livingston^ Matthew 
Lyon,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jona- 
than O.  Mosely,  Jeremia)i  Nelson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Josiah  Q^uincy,  John'  Randolph.  Thomas 
Sandford,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Stuth,  Bam- 
uel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding.  Richard  Stanford. 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadg^,  Samuel  Teoney, 
Phuip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaet, 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  David-  R.  Wilfiams,  Max- 
maduke  WilHams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

N^TB — Willis  Alston,  inn.,'  Isaac  Anderson, 
David  Bard,  Joseph  ^Barxer,    Burwell  Bassett, 
Ba  ruabas  Bid  welL  Phanuel  Bishop,  John  Blake  Jr.. 
Thomas  Blount^  Robert  Brown,  John  Bovic;,  Jus. 
•Bryan/  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandier, 
John  Claiborne,  Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  Clay, 
George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Ciopton,  Fredenck  Con-        ' 
rad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Cro wninshieldL  Richard        | 
Cutts,  Eera  Darby!  William  Dickson,  £lias  Earle, 
Peter  Early,  James  Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  E>ppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  An^lrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Qreea,  Silaa 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms^  James 
Holland,  John  G.  Jackson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehe- 
miah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib^  Pat- 
rick Magruder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
Wiltiam  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jerenuan. 
Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr^  Jos. 
H..  Nicholson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  ^^A  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Mar* 
tin  G.  Schuoeman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  SUmlii,      | 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henrv  Sonthaxdl, 
Joseph  Stanton,pavid  Thomas,  Uri  IVacy,  Abraiin     i 
Trigg,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John 
Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill.  Eliphalet  Wickes.     , 
Nathan  Williams,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas     j 
Wynns. 

The  House  then  immediately  resolyed  itself    ' 
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into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
said  bill;  and,  after  sooie  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Gbego  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
nad  the  said  bill  under  consideration,  and  gone 
through  the  same,  and  made  seVeral  amendments 
thereto,  which  hedelrvered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments:  Whereupon,  {he  first  amemlmei&t 
to  the  first  section  for  nllin^  up -the  blank  therein 
with  the  words'  ''two  millions  of,"  was^  on  the 
•question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  bf  the  House. 
The  second  amendment*  to  the  same>  section,  to 
strike  out  the  words,  "the  expense  which  may  be 
incurred  in  the  purclAse  of  the  Spanish  territo- 
ries lying .  on  the  Atlantic  Oce^n  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  eastward  of  the  Mississippi,"  and  to 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  "between  the  United  States 
and  toreigp  nations,"  was,  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agreed  tO  by  the  House—- yeas  71,  nays 
57.  as  follows : 

ITeas — Willis  Alston,  j[un.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jo- 
seph Barker.  Burwell  Bassett,  Barnabas  Bidwell, 
Phanuel  Bishop,  J'ohn  BlakeJun.,Thoma$  Blount, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan, 'Oeorge 
W.  Campbell^  JohtfC ban dler,  Joseph  Clay-,  George 
Clinton,  jun.,  Frederick  ConrM,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darby, 
William  Dickson,  Blias  Earle,  Peter  Early£Jame8 
Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  James  £Hsk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
William  Helms,  Jatnes  Holland,  John  G.  Jackson^ 
Waller  Jones,  John  Lambert^  Michael  Leib,  Patr 
rick  Magruder.  Robert  Marion.  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.  tloore,.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Nawton.juii.,.  Joseph  H.  Nichol- 
son, Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomai  M.  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
John  Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sapdford, 
Martin  G.  Scnuneman,  Ebenezer  Searer,  James 


Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy, 
Joseph  B.  Varnum,  K^tthew  Walton,  John  White- 
hill.  Robert.Whitehill,  Eli5halet  Wickes,  Nathan 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Natsp— John  Archer,  George  M..Bedinffer,  Silas 
Betton,  James  M.  Broom.  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Claihorne.  Christopher  Clark;  Matthew  Clay  JFohn 
Clopton,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jun..  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
James  M.  Garaiett,  Charles  Gk)ldsborough.  Seth 
Hastinj^.  David  uoliles,  Davli  Hougb,  James 
Kelly,  Tnomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun,,  Henry 
W.  Xii'vingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Pavid  Men- 
wether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Jer- 
emiah Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin^  i^^^  Josiah 
duincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Thomas  Sammon^  John  Cotton  Smitl^ 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewia  S. 
Sturges,  Samuel  TaggartJBonjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W. 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg^  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
KiUimk  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 


Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  Marma- 
duke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

The  last  amendment  to  the  same  .section,  to 
strikeout,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words,  "  as  soon 
as  may  &e,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words,  "  at  or  before  the  next  session  of  Congress,^* 
was.  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to 
by  tne  House. 

The  amendment  to  the  sercond  section,  to  add, 
to  the  end  thereof,  the  words,  ^and  it  shall  be 
lawfid  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  8ta^  to  lend 
the  whole  J  or  any  part  of  the  same^^  was,  on  the 
question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  last  amendment  to  thie  said  hill  to  add,  to 
the  end  thereof,  a  new  section,  iik  the  words  fol- 
lowing: •         ^  * 

8ecti<m  8.  And  he  itfwrther  macUdy  That  so  mucii 
as  may  be  necessary  of  the  sorplmi  of  the  duties  on  im* 
ports  and  tonnage,  beyond  the  permanent  appropiui> 
tion  heretdbre  diarged  upon  them  by.  law,  shall  be^ 
and  hereby  isy-pled^  and '  appropriated  for  the  paj« 
sptjoA  oi  the  interest,  and  ratmborsement  of  the  princi- 
pal, of  all  such  moneys  aa  may  be  bonrowed  in  puraor 
anoe  of  this  act,  acco|;ding  to  the  terms  and  condittona 
on  whioh  the  loan  or  loans  may  be  effected : 
was,  oh  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by^the  House — yeas  74,  nap  53,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Willis  Alston,  lun.,  Isaac  Anderson^ 
John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  BassetL 
Greorge  M.  Bediuffer,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel 
Bishop,  John  BlaEe,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Rob* 
ert  Brown,  John  ooyle,  Joseph  Bryan.  Gieorge 
W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Joseph  Clay, 
George  Chnto9)  iunioV,  John  Qlopton,  Frederick 
Conrad.  Orchard  Cooc.  Jacob  CrowpinshieU, 
Richard  Cutts^  £zra  Darby,  William  Dickson, 
£Ua8  Earle^eter  SSai^ly)  Ebenezer  Elmer,  Joho 
W.  Eppes;  William  Blndley^,  James  Fisk,  Johni 
Fowler,  AQdrew  Qregg,  Isaiah  L.  Qreen,  Silaa 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,- William  Helms,  iamea 
Holland^  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Joha 
Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magrude|N  Rob* 
ert  Marion.  Josiah  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore^ 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson^  Thomas  New<- 
ten,  jun.,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Olin,  John 
.Pugh,  Thbmas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Ten* 
nessee^  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Peter  Sail- 
ly. Thomas  Sandford,  Martin  G.  SchunemaSi 
Eoenezer  Seaver.  James  Sloan.  John  Smilie^ 
O'Brien  Smith,  HenrySouthard,  Joseph  Stanton, 
'David  Thomas,  Uri. Tracy.  Joseph  B.  Varnmni 
Matthew  Walton,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  White* 
hill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  WiUiams,  Joseph 
Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nays— Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  Wil* 
liam  Butler,  John  Campbell^  Levi  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden.  Johi^'Claiborn^  Chrbtopher  Clark| 
Matthew  Chiy,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W* 
Dana.  John  mven port, Junior,  Am:es  Elliot,  Ca* 
leb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charlee 
Goldsborqugh,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmea, 
David  Hough,  James  Kelly.  Joseph  Lewis,  junior. 
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Qqincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Peosyl- 
yania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smith  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Ta^^art,  Benjamin  Xallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompon,  Abram  Trige,  Philip  Van  Cori- 
landt,  Killian  E.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
nlanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams, 
Marmaduke  vVilHams  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Qrdertdy  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend-, 
naeots,  be  engrossed,'  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
niQnow. 


TH0RSDAT,  January  16, 

An  engrossed  bill  making  provision  for  defray- 
ing the  exnenses  which  niay  be  -iqcajred  in  the 
imrohaae  of  the  Spanish  Territories  lying  on  the 
AtlaAtio  Oeenn  and  Golf  of  Mexico,  and  Bast- 
ward  of  the  Mississippi,  was  read  the  third  tine; 
and,  on  the  qnestion  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was 
lesuTed  in  the  affinDati?^-^yens  76^  nays  54^  a# 
Miows:  ^ 

Teas — "V^lis  Alston,  junior^saac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett, 
Gfeorge  M.  Bedinger,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanuel 
Bishop,  John  B|aEe,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  Boh- 
art  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Brvan,  CSkom  W. 
Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Josepn  Clay,  George 
CHnton,  junior.  John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad. 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshieid,  Richard 
Cntts,  Ezra  Darby,  William. Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Early^ames  BIHot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppe^,  William  Findley,  Jam'es  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Greg^,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton.  William  Helms,  James 
Hoflnnd,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jopes.  Nehe- 
niiah  Knight,  John  Lambert^-  Michael  Leib,  Pat- 
liek  Magrnder,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
Nicholas  R.Moore,  Jeremiah  Morro¥rv Roger  Nel- 
son. Thomas  Newton,  junior,  Josq)h  H.  Nicholson, 
Gideon  Olin,  John  Pogh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards.'  John 
Rnssell,  Peter  Sailiy,  Thomas  Sandford,  Martin 
6.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer  Bearer,  James  Sloan, 
John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Jo' 
seph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph 
B;  Varnnm,  Matthew  Walton,  Jofin  Whitehili, 
Robert  Wbitehill,  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Wil- 
Hams,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Natb — Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  William 
Butler,  John  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  Claiborne.  Christopher  Clark,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Samuel  \V.  Dana,  John  Davenport, 
junior,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  EIv,  Jam^  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Goldshorough,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth 
Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James 
Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun..  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  McCree- 
rv,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson.  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
Josiah  duincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Thomas  Sammoos,  John  Cotton  Smithy 
John  Smith,  Samuejl  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 


Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman.  Lewis  E. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Beniamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Phmp  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigar,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer.  Daniel  C.  Yer- 
planck,  Peleg  Wadsworih,  David  R.  Williams, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  ^nd  Alexander  Wilson. 

It  was  then  n^oved  to  amend  the  title  of  the  said 
biU  to  read  as  follows :  '*'  An  act  making  provision  for 
defraying  any  extraordinary  expenses  attending 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign nations ;"  and  on  the  question  thareupon,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  81j  nays  ¥^ 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr.j  Isaac  Anderson,  Joiw 
Archer.  Joseph  Barker,  Bar  well  Bassett,  Barnabas 
Bid  well,  Phanuel  Bishop.  John  Blake  jr.,  Thomas 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bry- 
an, Qeorge  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun., 
John  Clopton,  Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jacob  Crowninshieid,  Richard  Cntts,  Ezra  Darby, 
William  Dickson^  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Earfr,  James 
Elliot,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  John  W.Eppes  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  John  Fow;ler,  Andrew  Gregg', 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland  David  Hoirae^ 
John  G.  Jftckson,  Walter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Knizht, 
John  t^ambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick  Magndeiy 
Robert  Mapon,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McGree- 
ry,  Nicholas  R.  MooPre,  Jer^kniah  Morrow,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr. .Gideon  Olin,  John 
t^ugh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards. John  Russell,  Peter.Siilly,  Thomas  Sand- 
ford,*  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  fibenezer  Beaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien  Smith,  Henr^r 
Southard.  Joseph  Stanton.  David  Thomas,  Uri 
Tracy,  Anram  Trigg,  Josepn  B.  Varnnm,  Matthew 
Walton,  John  Whrtehifl,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Eliph- 
alet Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  WU- 
hams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Joseph  Winsloa^aad 
Thomas  Wynqs. 

Nays  —  Gkorge  M,  Bedinger,   Silas  Betton, 
James  M.  Broom,  William  Butler,  John  Canipfaell, 
Levi  Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiboine, 
Leonard  Covington,    Samuel  W.  Dana,  John. 
Davenport,  Jun.,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James 
M.  Garnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Seth  Hastings, 
David  Hou^h,   James  Kelly,   Thomas  Kenan, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  TimothY 
Pitkin,    jun.,  Josiah   durocy^   John   Randolph, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  itichard   Sunford.  Williant 
Stedman^  Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Samuel  Ta^ifart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge^amoel  Tenney,  Phi/ipR, 
Thompson.  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  PhiUp  Van 
Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C. 
Verplanck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,   and   DaTid   R. 
Williams. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  catry  to  the  Senate  the  foUowing 
message :  ^ 
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By  ikt  House  of  Jtq)reMUaH9e$,  January  16^  1806. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate : 

We  transmit  you  a  bill  which  has  pasted  this  Honse, 
entitled  ''An  act  makitkg  proTiaion  for  defraying  any 
extraordinary  expenses  attending  the  intercoone  be- 
tween ihe  United  States  and  foreign  nations/'  and  in 
which  we  request  your'  concurrence.  This  bill  has 
been  passed  by  us  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  commence,  with  more  effeet,  a  negotintion 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish.  Territories  lying  on 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  Eastward, 
of  the  river  Mississippi.  The  nature  and  i^nportanie 
of  the  measure  contemplated  have  induced  us  to  act 
upon  the  subject  with  closed  doors.  You  will,  of  con- 
sequence, consider  the  communication  as  confidential. 

To  which  motion  aa  amendmeDt  was  moved 
to  strike  out,  in  the  proposed  message,  the  w6tds 
"River  Mississippi,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof^ 
the  words  "Bay  ol  Perdldoj'Vaod  on  the  question 
thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negative^yeas  5% 
nays  66,  as  foltows: 

Ybas — JBurwdl  Bassett,  Sitis  Betton,  James 
M.'Broom,  Willfatn  Butler,  John. Campbell,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claibproe,  John 
Clopton,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W.  Daoa, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  James  Biliot)  Caleb  Ellis, 
William  Ely,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Edwin  Gray,  6eth  Hastings,  David 
Holmes,  David  Hough,  Walter' Jones,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Henry  W.  Liv- 
ingston; Matthew  Lyon,"  William'  McCreery, 
David  Meriwether,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
O.  Mosely.  Jeremiah  .Nelson^  Thomas  Newton, 

So»  Josian  duiaey,  John  Randolph^  Thomas 
« Kandolph.  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania^  Thomas 
Sandford.  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smithy  Sam* 
uel  Smith,  Thomas  SpaWiDg^  Richard  Stanford, 
WiJiiii^m  Stedmaii,  Lewis  B.  SturgeD;  Samuel 
Taewafty  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
Philip  R.  TfadmpsOB,  Thomas  W.  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigf,  t'hilip  Van  Cortlaodt,  KilHan  IC. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  O.  V^planck,  Peleg 
Wadaworih,  David  R..  Williams,  Marmaduke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Josiah.Winsion. 
Nays— -Willis  Alston,  juo.j  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  Jose);)h  Barker,  George  M.  Bedinger, 
Barnabas  6idwell,  Phauuel  Bishop,  Johu  Blake, 

3*UD.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  iobp  Boyle, 
bseph  Bfyan,  George  W,  Campbell,  John  Chand- 
ler, Christopher  Clark,  Joseph  CUyj  George  Clin- 
ton, juri.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crownin-- 
shielc^  Richar<}  Cults.  Ezra  Darby,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Earlv.  Ebeaezer  El- 
mer, John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Greffg,  Isaiah  L. 
Oreen,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William 
HelsEis,  James  Ifolland^  John  G.  Jackson,  James 
Kelly.  Neheipieli  Kdight,  John  Lambert,  Michael 
Leil^  Patrick  Magruder,. Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Maaters,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Rogrer  Nelson,  6ideon  Olin,  John  Pugli,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,' 
Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie.  O'Brien  Smith,. 
Henry  Southard,  Joseph  Stan  ton/ David  Thomas, 
Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.Varnum,  Matthew  Walton, 


John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eliphalet 
Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynna. 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  motion  to  send  to  the  Senate  the  said  iiie»- 
sage,  as  originally  proposed,  and  resolved  in'' the 
affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bidwbll  and  Mr*  Eablt 
be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  thereto.  An- 
other niotion  was  then  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  to  remove  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  so 
far  as  respects  the  report  of  the  select  commHtee^ 
made  to  this  House  on  the  third  instant,  on  the 
letter  and  communications  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  referred  to  them,  on  the  sixth 
of  December  last,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yea» 
46,  nays  71,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Burwell  Bassett,  Silas  Betton,  Jame* 
M.JBrodm,  William  Butlen  John  Campbell,  Mar<- 
tin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenr 
port,  junior,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  James  M* 
Garnett,  Charles  'Goldsbbrough,  Seth  Hastings, 
David  Holmes,  David  Hough,  James  Kelly,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  junior,  Henry  W.  LivingstozL  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Patrick  Magruder,  Josiah  Masters, 
Jonathan  0.  Mosely.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Roger 
Nelson,  Timothy  PitKin,  junior,  Josiah  Cluincy, 
Jo)in  Randolph,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas 
Sandford,  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sant* 
uel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  William  Stedman, 
Lewis  B.  Sturgesi  Samuel  Tagffart,  Ben jamia 
Tallmadge,  Samue\  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thomp- 
son, Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Phfl- 
ip  Van  Cortlandt,  Datnel  C.  VerplancE,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  Alexander  WUson,  and  Joseph- Witt- 
stob.  '  '      . 

'  Nats— Wiljis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson, 
John  Archer,  George  M.  Bedintfer,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker! Barnabas  Bidwell,  John  Blake,  junior,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  George 
W.  Carhpbell.  Levi  Cas^y,  John  Chandler,  Johti 
Claiborne,  -Christopher  Clark,  John  Clopton, 
.Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crowninshield.  Richard 
Catts,  Ezra  Darby,  William  Dickson,  Elias  Earle, 
Peter  Early^ames  Elliot,  Ebeaezer  Elmer,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  James  Holland,  John  G. 
Jackson,  Walter  Jones.  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemt- 
ah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Michael  Leib.  Robert 
Marion,  WiUiam  McCreery,  David  Meriwether, 
Nicholas. R.  Moore, •Thomas  Moorc^  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newton.' junior.  Gideon  Olin; 
John  Pu^b,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Peansylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  John 
Russell,  Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Eb- 
enezf  r  Seaver^  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Heary 
Southard.  Richard.  Stanford,  Joseph  StaotoO) 
David  Thomas,  IJri  Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Varnum) 
Matthew  Walton.  John  Whitehill.  Robert  White- 
hill, Eliphalet  Wickes,  Marmaduke  Williams, 
Nathaar  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wypns. 

Friday,  January  17. 
On  a  motion  made  that  tbe  resolution  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  ou  i\^e  fourteenth  instant,. in  tha 
words  following,  to  wit : 
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Resolved,  That  an  exchange  of  territory  between 
4Sie  United  States  and  Spain  ia  deemed  by  this  House 
4o  be  the  most  odyantageons  mode  of  settlement  of  ex- 
-isting  di£krences,  reiqiecting  Umits  between  the  United 
iStates  and  the  Comrt  of  Madrid,  and  that  any  arrange- 
ment between  the  two  Governments  which  shall  se- 
cure to  Spain  an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of  Metico, 
,and  to  the  United  States  the  countries  watered  by  the 
Mississippi,  and  to  [the  eastward  of  it,  will  meet  the 
japprobation  and  support  of  this  House, 

1)6 'now  made  public:  it  passed  in  the  negative — 
-yeas  46,  nays  64.  as  foUows :  ~ 

Yba.8— John  Archer.  George  M.  Sedinger,  Si- 
las BettoD)  James  M.'  Broom,  Joba  Campbell, 
)blartin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark,  Leonard 
Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,. John  Davenport, 
junior,  Caleb  Ellis.  Williana  Ely,  James  M.  Gar- 
nett,  Charles  Goldsbprougb,  Edwin  Gray,  Seth 
Hasting  David  Houffh,  James  Kelly^  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Henry  W.  Livingston,  Josiah  Mas- 
ters. Wm.  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.. 
Josiah  Q^uincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Thomas  Sammons,  John' Cotton, 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Ricli- 
ard  Stanford.  William  Stedman,  Lewis  £.  Stur- 
ges,    Samuel    Taggart,   Beinamin    Tallmadgef 

Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
-  •  --  .       «.  .^-    -<       ^^^^^ 

Ver- 


Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Isaac  Anderson, 
David  Bard,  Barnabas  Bidwell^  Phanuel  Bishop, 
John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
John  Boyle,  Joseph  Bryan,  William  Butler,  G^. 
W.  Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chancer,  John 
Claiborne,  deorge  Clinton,  jr^  Johib  Clopton, 
Orchard  Cook,  J&eobCrowninshield,  Ezra  Darby, 
William  Dickson,  Peter  Early,  James  Elliot.  Eb- 
enezer  Elmer.  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Fii^fey, 
James  FisL /ohn  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Is^uah, 
L.  Green^^Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  James 
Holland,  Walter  Jones,  Thoma$  Kenan,  Nehemi- 
ah  Kniffht,  John  'Lambert,  Michael  Leib,  Patrick 
Magruder.  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  IVf orrow, 
Roger  Nelson,  Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  Gideon  Oliii, 
John  Pogh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rus- 
sell, Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Ehene- 
zer  Server,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  O'Brien 
Smith,  Henry  Soathard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David 
Thomas,  Uri  Tracy;  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Mat: 
thew  Walton,  John  WhitehiU,  Robert  WhilefcHl, 
Eliphalet  Wi^rkes,  Nathan  Williams,  and  Joseph 
Winston. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pemidemt 
OF  THE  Unitep  States,  as  follows: 
7b the  Senate  and  Houeet^' 

Repreemtativte  of  the  United  Statee  .* 

The  enclosed  letter  from  the  Minister  Plenipotenti- 
aiy  of  the  United  States,  at  the  Court  of  London,  con- 
tains interesting  infitrmation  on  the  sUbjecU  of^nlky 
other  Message  of  this  date.  It  is  sent  separately  and 
confidentially,  because  its  publication  may  discourage 
iraak  communications  between  our  Ministers,  gener- 1 


ally,  and  the  Governments  with  which  they  reside,  tad 
especially  between  the  same  Ministezs. 
.  JAinjABj  17,  1806.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

The  letter  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Message 
was  read. 


Tbcasdat,  February  6. 

A  Message  was  receive^  from  the  PRESinsKT 
OP  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  VnUed  8tate»  .- 

Since  the  date  of  my  Message  of  January  seven- 
teenth,  a  letter  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  No^emba-  hss 
been  received  from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  die 
United  States  at  'iiondbn,  coreiing  one  from  die  8ee- 
retfLty  for  Foreigrn  Affairs  of  that  GoTcmment,  which, 
being  on  the  subject  of  that  Message,  is  now  tnjinu^> 
ted  fcr  th^  information  pf  Congress.  AlthxM^gh  noA- 
ing  forbids  the  substance  of  these  letters  from  bong 
communicated  without  reserve,  yet  so  many  il  efieds 
proceed  from  the  publication  of  oonespondences  be- 
tween Ministers,  remaini|ig  still  in  office,  that  I  cannot 
but  recommend  that  these  letters  be  not  pennitted  to 
be  formally  published. 

TH.  JEFFEjBSOA'. 

Fkbrvaht  6,  1806. 

The  said  Message,  ,and  letters  accompanying  it, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oa  the  ta:Ue. 

On  a'  motion  made  .to  am^nd  the  secret  JouTual 
of  the  House,  in  the  manner  following,  to  wii: 
Tto^uay,  DecetnberZX^  1805. 

The  followingrmotion  was  laid  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That dollars  be  appropriated  bylaw, 

for  the  purpose  of -ilefraying  any  extraordinaiy  exfca- 
ses  which  may  be  incuned-m  tlw  interoonzae  betiveea 
t^e  United  Stages  'and  foreign  natione,  to  be  psadbat 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, and  to  be  applied  under  the  direetiai  of  the 
President  of  the  United  S^tes,  who  shall  haie  amhor^ 
ity,  if  necessaiy,  to  boztow  the  said  mam,  dr  any  part 
thereof,  in  behalf  of  the  United. States,  ml  m  nt§  ti 
interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centnm  per  aaaaai; 
and  shall  cause  an  account  of  the  expenditeie  thenof 
to  be  laid  before  Congress  as  Soon  as  may  be. 

Resphfed,  That  the  additional  duty  of  two  lol  a 
half  Pf  r  centum  ad  valorem,  imposed  by  an  act  coti- 
tied  *<An  act  further  to  protect  the  commeroe  and  Ma- 
men  of  the  United  States  against  the  Barhaiy  Pvw- 
ers,"  be  contmued  for years. 

The, question  was  taken  that  the  Joomal  be  so 
amended,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmatire,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  every  meibber  present  voting  in  the  aA 
firmative,  tp  wit:    ' 

Isaac  Anderson,  John  Archer,  David  Bard,  Jo* 
seph  Barker' Burwell  Bassett,  George  M.  Bedim- 
ger,  Silas  jetton,  Barnabas  Bidwdl,  William 
Bkckledflre,  John  Blake,  jr^  Robert  Brown^Joka 
Boyle,   Joseph   Bryan,    William    Butler,  Joha 
Campbell,  Levi  Casey,  John  Chandler,  Mailm 
Chittenden,  John  Qlaiborne,  Christopher  Clark, 
Joseph  Clay,  Matthew  Clay^  George  Clintoa,  jr^ 
Orchard  Cook,  Leonard  Covington,  Jacob  Cro^vm* 
inshield,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  $znt  Darby,  Jolut 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Dickson,  James  £lli<K. 
Caleb  Ellis,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Ely,  John 
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W.  Eppea,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  John 
Fowler,  James  M.  Garnett,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Edwin  Gray,  Andrew  Greggs  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Silas  Halsey,  John  Hamiltonj  Seth  Hastings, 
William  Helms,  David  Holmes,  David  Hough, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Waiter  Jones,  J^mes  KeOy, 
Thomas  Kenan,'Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lam- 
bert^ Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Henry  W. 
Livingston,  Matthdw  Lyon,  Patrick  Magrtider, 
Robert  jidarion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  M-c- 
Creery,  David  Meriwether,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H.  P^icbolson,  Gideon  Olin, 
Timothy  Pitkin/jr.,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  duiocy, 
John  Randolph,  Thomas  M.  Randolpli,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Jacob 
Richards,  John  Knsseli,  Thomas  Sandford,  Mar^ 
tin  G.  Schaneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James 
Sloan,  John  Smilie,  J.  C.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  O'Brien 
Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding,  Rich-, 
ard  Stanford,  William  Stedmafk/Lewiq^fi.  Stur- 
ges,  Samnel  Taggart.  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Sam- 
uel Tenney,  David. Thomas^  Philip  R.71^omp- 
8on,  Thomas  W.  Thompson,  Uri  Trapy,  Abram 
Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Joseph  B.  Varnnm,^  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
planek,  Beleg  Wadsworth<  John  Whitehill,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill.  Etlphalet  Wickes,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan  Williams, 
AUxandier  Wilson,  Joseph  Winston,  and  Thomas 
Wirnns. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  a  committee  be 
appoipted  to  present  id  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  resolution  ajg^reecl  to  by  thisHonse, 
on  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  in  the  words  ifollowing, 
to  wit : 

lUsohed,  That  an  exchange  of  territoiy  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain  is  deemed  by  this  Hopse 
to  be  the  most  advantageons  mode  of  settlement  of  ex- 
isting difficulties  respecting  the  Ihnits  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Court  of  Miidrid ;  and  that  anv 
arrangement  between  the  two  Governments,  which 
shall  secnre  to  Spain  an  ample  barrier  on  the  side  of 
Mexico,  and  to  the  United  States  the  countries  wa- 
tered by  the  Mississippi,  and  to  the  eastward  of  it, 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  this  House. 

OA  "which  motion  J  debate  arising,  ]$,  was  moved 
to  postpone  the  consideration  thereof  until  Thurs- 
day oext,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  57, 
Bays  64,  as  follows  t 

if  EA8 — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Jo- 
seph Barker.  Barnabas  Bidwell,  Phanael  Bishop, 
Williaai  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas 
Bloant,  Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  Joaeph  Bry- 
an, George  W.  Cam})bell,  John  Chandler.  George 
Clinton,  jr.,  Frederick  Conrad,  Jacob  Crownin- 
shield,  Richard  Catts,  Ezra  Parby  William  Dick- 
son, Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Find- 
ley,  John  Fowler,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Silas  Halsey;  John  HamiltoiL  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  WHlter  Jones,  Nehemiah  Knight, 
John  LaaibertPatrick^agrader:  Robert  Marion, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gideon 
Olin,  John  Pagh,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John 
Rhea  of  Tenneseee,  Jacob  Richards,  John  Rus- 


sell, Peter  Sailly,  Martin  G.  Schuneman,  Eben- 
ezer<  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smitie,  Henrjr 
Southard,  Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri 
Tracy,  Joseph  B.  Vemum,  John  Whitehill,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Nathan 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wynns. 

Nays — Darid  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Gkorge 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  Williata  Butler,  Levi 
Casey,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Claiborne,  Chris- 
topher Clark,  Joseph  Clay.  Matthew  Clay,  Leon- 
ard Covington,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven*- 
port,  jr.,  James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Epnes,  James  M.  Garnett,  Peterson 
Gk)od wyn,  Seto  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  David 
Hough,  John  G.  Jacksdn,  James  Kelly,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis^  jr.,  Henry 
W.  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  McCreery,  David  Meriwether,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Jere- 
miah Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Joseph  H, 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  duincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  rennsyivania.  Thos. 
SammoDs^  Thomas  Sanford,  John  Cotton  Smith, 
John  Smithy  Samuel .  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  StaAford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Philip  van  Cortlandt,  Killian  E. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Dan'l  C.  Verplanck,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth,  filiphal'et  Wickes,  David  R.  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  to  amend  the 
said  original  motion,  by  instructinf  the  same  com- 
mittee also  to  present  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  another  resolution^  agreed  to  by  this 
House,  on  the  said  fourteenth  ultimo,  in  the  words 
foUowiifg,  to  wit : 

«  Re^fbed,  That doUars  be  appropriated,  by 

law,  towards  defying  the  expense  which  may  be  in* 
currod  in  the  purchase  of  the  Spanish  territories  lying 
on  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  esSt- 
Ward  of  the  MissiMfippi,  to  be  psid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  ap- 
plied under  the  direction  of  me  rasident  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sta^i  who  shall  have  authority,  if  neceasary,  to 
bohow  the  said  sum,  or  any  part  .thereof^,  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding 
six  .per  Centum  per  annum,  redeemable  at  will;  and 
shall  cause  an  account, thereof  to  be  laid  biiBre  Con- 
gress Ai  soon  as  may  be  :^ 

On  which  motion  to  amend,  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  resoltred  in  the  affirmative. 

And  then  the  main  question  bein^  taken,  that 
the  House  do  affree  to  the  said  original  motion, 
as  now  amendM,  it  was  resolved  m  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Johw  I(ANBOLPa  and  Mr. 
Gregq  be  appointed  a  committee  pnrsuant  thereto. 

TuMSAT,  February  11. 

Mr.  John  Ranoolph,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  Thursday  last,  to  present  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  two  resolutions  of  this 
House^  of  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  rej)orted  that  the 
committee  bad'performed  that  service. 
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Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  from  the  Coqiniit* 
tee  for  EoroUed  Bills,  reported  that  the  commit- 
tee had  examined  an  enrolled  bill^  to  wit :  ^'  An 
act  makiog  provision  for  defraying  any  extra- 
ordinary expenses  attending  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States,  and  fbreien  natioosi" 
and  had  found  the  same  to  be  trmy  enrolled: 
Whereupon,  the  Speaker  signed  the  said  en- 
rolled bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  ac- 
quaint the  Senate  therewith. 

Wednesdat,  February  12. 
Mr.  TnoBfAe  M.  Randolph,  from'  the  Joint 
Committee  for  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the 
committee  did,  yesterday,  present  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  his  approbation,  an  en- 
rolled bill,  entitled  "An  act  masing  proyision  for 
defraying  any  extraordinary  expenses  attendinff 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations." 

Tuesday,  February  18. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbebident  op  the  United  States  : 
7b  the  Ihitse  of  Mepreaentativea 

of  the  Umied  States  : 
On  the  thirteenth  ipstant,  I  approved  and  signed  the 
act,  entitled  **  An  act  making  provision  for  defraying 
any  extraordinary  expenses  attonding  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,''  which 
originated  in  the  House  of  Repreeentativee,  and  I  shall, 
in  dae  season,  deposit  it  among  tiie  rolls  in  Uie  office  of 
the  Seoretwry  of  State. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Fbbbuabt  18,  1806. 

The  said  Message  w$»  read,  and  ordered  to  ii^ 
CO  the  table.  v  ^ 


Friday,  March  21. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

kesohedt  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  unpoeed  on 
the  proceedings  which  have  been  transacted  with  closed 
doors,  during  the  present  session,  be  removed. 

On  the  question  that  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  said  resolution  be  pest^yuied  until  the  la^ 
Monday  in  the  present  monib,  it  was  resoUeU  in  ■ 
the  affirmative — yeas  .69,  nays  57,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Isaac  Anderson,  Da- 
vid Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidweli,  Wil- 
liam Biaokledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Bldunt, 
Robert  Brown,  John  Boyle,  George  W.Camp- 
bell, John  Chandler,  John  Claiborne,  Matthew 
Clay,  Frederick  Con*ad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob 
Crownii^hield^  Richard  Cutis,  Ezra  Darby,  John 
Dawson,  Wilham  Dickson^  Elias  Earle,  Peter 
Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley.  James 
Fisk,  John  Fowler,  Peterson  6oodwyn,  Andrew 
Gregg^saiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey,  John  Ham- 
ilton. William  Helms,  John  G»  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Koight,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarland,  Robert  Marion, 
William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremi- 


ah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mttmlbrd^  Roger  IMsaa, 
Thomas  Newton,  jr.,  Gideon  Olin,  >ohn  Pngk, 
Thomas  M.  Randolph,. John.  Rhea  of  Tenneasee^ 
Jacob  Richards,  John  Russell,  Martin  G.  Sehe> 
neman,  Eb^ezer  Seaver,  Jamee  Sloan,  foba 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joseph 
Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph  B. 
Yarnum,  Matthew  Walton,  John  Whitehill,  Rob- 
ert Whitebili,  EHphalet '  Wiekes,  Nathan  Wil* 
liams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 
-Nays— Burwell  Bassett,  George  M-  Bediam 
Silas  Betton,  James  M.  Broom,  William  BoUer, 
John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christopkec 
Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  CoTiogton,  SaoBcl 
W.  Dana,  John  I>aven'port.  jn^James  EUioi,  Gi- 
leb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  W..  Bpptt,  Jumi 
M.  Garnett,  Chaclee  Gloldsborough,  Edwin  Qiajr, 
Seth  Hastings,  Dayid  Holmes,  David  Hofljfi, 
James  Kelly,  Michael  Leih,  Joseph  Lewfs.  jr., 
Patrick  Magrader,  Josiab  Masters,  TboL  Moore, 
Jonathan  0>  Mosely,  Jeremiah  Ndson,  Joseph  H. 
Nicholson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Qjuney, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Peta 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thos.  Saodford,  Jokn 
Cotton  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spaldiiut, 
Richard  Stanford.  William  Stedmao,  Lewis  B. 
Stm'ges,  Samuel  Tamrt,  Beojaoiia  TaJImadge^ 
Samuel  Tenpey,  Philip  R.  Tkompeon,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  KiMian  K.  Van  Reosselaeff,  Daniel  CVer- 
planck,  Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  WVUiams, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  WilaoB« 

MoNOAT,  March  34. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the     i 

PRESIOENT  OF  THE  UnITEO  StATES:  ' 

To  the  Senaie  mid  Houae  of 

'lU^eaentaiives  of  the  United  StaUM.- 
I  communicate  to  Congress  a  letter  recently  lecdved     I 
from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Unked  Stata 
at  London,  stating  some  circomstanoes  wluch  bear  »• 
Ittion  to  the  subject  of  my  Messages  of  Jaanaiy  feTOk-     j 
teenth.    Thi^  paper  being  o^ginal,  and  to  be  oomiin- 
nicated  to  bo^  Houses,  the  retom  of  it  is  leaQeiled. 
TH.  J£FFdsSOX. 
March  24,  |;806. 

The  said  Message  and  document  aceoopaay- 
ing  it,  were  sererally  twice  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  referred  to  in  the  said 
Message  be  returned  to  the  President  of  the  Uxu- 
ted  States,  agreeably  to  his  rej^uest. 

Monday,  March  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lsib,  that  the  Hoase  do  come 
to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  ef  secrecy  hapawdoii 
the  proceedings  which  have  been  transacted  viUi  dosed 
doors  during  the  present  session,  be  removed  '- 
,  It  was  moved  to  amend  the  said  rcsolatioa,  Vr 
adding  to  the  end  thereof,  the  words,  ''from  aii  ' 
after  this  day  fortnight :"  And,  on  the  questioc  i 
thereupon,  it  passed  in.  the  ae^atiTe — yeas  61.  | 
nays  62,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Willia  Alston,  jr.^  Isaac  Aaderaon,  Di-  { 
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rid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barnabas  Bidweil.  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  Jofan  Btake,  jr.,  Thos.  Blount, 
Robert  Brown^  Geo.  W.  Cam;  '  "    •  '     —      - 


ipbell, 


,  John  Chand- 
ler,. John  Claiborne,  John  Cloptoa,  Frederick 
Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Grown inshield, 
Richard  Catts,  Ezra  Darbv,  William  Dickson, 
Ritas  Earle,  Peter  Barly,  Bbniezer  Elmer,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Fisk,  Peterson  Goodwyn,. 
Andrew  Qregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas  Halsey, 
John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  Walter  Jones, 
John  Lkmbert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncanr  Mae- 
FarlaQd,  Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mprrow,  Gurdon 
S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson.  Qideon  Olin,  John 
Pugb,  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee,- John.  RriMsell,  Martin  G.  Schnnemfetni 
fibenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  SmiliejJohn 
Smith.  Henry  Sonthard,  Joseph  Stanton;  David 
Thomas,  Urt  Tracy. -Joseph  B.  Varnum,  John 
Whitehilt,  Robert  Whitehill,  EMphalet  Wickes, 
Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Winn^  and.  Joseph 
Winston. 

NATB^Bvan  Alexander,  Barwell  Bassett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  ,Betton,  William 
Batier,  John  Campbell,  Levi-  Casey,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark^  Joseph  Clay. 
Matthew  Clajr,  Leonard  Covinffton,  Samuel^ 
W.  Dana.  John  Dai^eaport.  jr.,  JbhQ  Dawson, 
James  Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Elv,  John  W. 
EppeS)  James  M.  Garnet t,' Charles  Golasborough, 
Edwin  Gkay,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes, 
David  Hongh,  John  G.  Jackson,  James  Kellj, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis, 
inn.,  Pattiok  Mag^nder  Josiah  Masters,  Thomas, 
Moore,  John  Morivw,  Jonathan  O.  Mbsely,  Jere- 
miah jNelsoih  Thonias  Newtotf,  jun..  Timothy 
Pitkin,  inn.,  Josiah  Cluincy,  John' Ranaolph,  John 
Reaof  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Peter  Sailly, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas  Sandford,  John 
Cotton  Smith  Samuel  Smith,  Thomas  Spalding, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Starges,  Samuel  Ta^f^art,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Samuel  Tenney,  Philip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas 
W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg.  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Pele^  Wads  worth,  David  R.  Williams, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  to  amend  the 
said  resolation,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "that," 
in  the  first  line,  the  words,  "from  and  after  the  end 
of  the  present  session  of  Conffress :''  And  on  the 
question  thereupon,  it  passea  in  the  negative — 
yeas  59,  nays  61,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  jr..  Isaac  Anderson,  Jo- 
seph Barker,  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown.  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John 
Claiborne,  Matthew  Cla3r,  John  Clopton,  Fred- 
erick Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crownin- 
shield,  Richard  Cutis,  Ezra  Darby,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Earle,  Peter  Early.  Ebenezer 
Blmer,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Peterson 
Gk>odwyn,  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms,  John 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  McFarland, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford, 


Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhe^  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Martin  G.  Scbuneman,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,' Henry  Southard,  Jo- 
seph Stanton.  David  Thomas,  Uri  Tracy,  Joseph 
B.  Tarnum,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  WhitehilL 
Ellphalet  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Richara 
Winn,  and  Joseph  Winston. 

Nays  —  Evan  .Alexander,  Burwel)  Bassett, 
George  M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Bettoo,  William  But- 
ler, Johp  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Christo- 
pher Clark,  Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Covington, 
Samuel  W.  Dana.  jTohn  Davenport,  jun.,  John 
Dawson,  James' Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely, 
John  W»  Eppes,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Edwin  Qrav,  Seth  Hastings  Da- 
vid Holmes,  David  Hdugh,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jone^,  James  KeHy,  Michael  Leib.  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Maffrader,  Josiah  Mas- 
ters, Thomas  Moore.  J6hn  Morrow,  Jonathan  <X 
Mosely,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jn, 
Timothy  PitkiBi  jr.,  Josiah  Q^ncy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Riclh- 
ards,  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammons,  Thomas 
Sandford.  John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smitn,  Thomas  Spalding.  Richard  Stanford. 
WilUam  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Tenney, 
Philip  R.  yhompson,  Thomas  W.  Thomjpson, 
Abram  Trigg.Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke 
Williams^  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question 
being  put,  that  fhe  farther  consideration  of  the 
said  resolution  be  postponed  until  this  day  weekj 
it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  58,  nays  62,  aa 
fbllowBj 

Yeas — Willis  Alston^  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
Joseph  Barker.  Barnabas  Bidwell,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler, 
John  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Frederick  Conrad,  Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crown- 
inshield,  Richard  Cutts,  Ezra  Darbv,  William 
Dickson,  Elias  Earle.  Peter  Earljr,  Ebenezer  El- 
mer, William  Findley,  James  Fisk.  Peterson 
Goodwyn^  Andrew  Gregg,  Isaiah  L.  Careen,  Silas 
Halsey,  John  Hamilton,  William  Helms.  John 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyon,  Duncan  MacFarland, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,.  John  Pugh,  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Russell,  Martin  G.  Scbuneman,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
ver, James  Sloan,  John  SmiKe,  Henry  Southard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Joseph  B.  Var- 
num, John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  Elipha- 
let  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

NATS^Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett,  Geo. 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell  Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Clark, 
Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Jas. 
Elliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Goldsboroogh,  Edwin 
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Gray,  Seth  Hastings,  David  Holmes,  Darid 
Hough,  John  Q.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  James 
Kell^,  Thomas  Kenan,  Michael  Leib,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Magruder,  Joslah  Masters, 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Hose- 
ly.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  jun.,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jun.,  Joslah  Q^uincy.  John  Handolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Peter 
Sailly,  Thomas  Sa«mmons,  Thomas  Sandford, 
John  Cotton  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Thomas  Spalding,  Richard  Stanford,  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  .Sturges.  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tall madge,  Samuel  Tenney,  Phiup  R. 
Thompson,  Thpmas  W.  Thompson,  Abram  Trigff, 
Killian  K.  Yah  Rensselaer,  Felefi^  Wadsworth, 
David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and 
Alexander  Wilson. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  taken,  that 
the  House  do  a^ee  to  the  said  resolution,  as  ori- 
ginally moved,  in  the  words YoUowing,  to  wit: 

**  Resohed,  That  the  injunction  <^  seerecy  imposed 
on  the  proceedings  which  have  been  transacted  with 
doted  doors,  daring  the  present  sewion,  be  removed." 

It  was  resolved  in  the 'affirmative — yeas  63, 
nays  56,  as  follows: 

Teas — Kvan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett,  Geo. 
M.  Bedinger,  Silas  Betton,  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell.  Martin  Chittenden,  Christopher  Cl^rk, 
Joseph  Clay,  Leonard  Covington,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun^  John  Dawson,  Jas. 
Blliot,  Caleb  Ellis,  Wm.  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
James  M.  Ckirnett,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray.  Seth  Hastings,  Da- 
vid Holmesj  David  Hougn,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  ML 


chael  Leib,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Patrick  Magrato, 
Josish  Masters,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely.  Jeremiah  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  jun.,  Timotny  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Q,aia- 
cy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Jacob  Richards.  Peter  Sailly,  Thomas  Sammoos, 
Thomas  Sandford,  John  C.  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smithy  Thotnas  Spalding,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Sam- 
uel Tagffart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Samuel  Ten- 
ney, PhQip  R.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Thomp- 
son, Abram  Trifg,  Killian  K.  Van  ReoaseUcc; 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  David  R.  Williams^  Manna- 
doke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

NjiTS-^Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Isaac  Anderson, 
Joseph  Barker.  Barnabas  bid  well,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Biake^un.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  George.  W.  CampbelL  John  Chao Jier, 
John  Claiborne,  John  Clopton,  l^rederick  Conrad, 
Orchard  Cook,  Jacob  Crowninshield,  Richard 
Cfutts,  Ezra  Dairby,  William  Dickson,  EliasEaxle, 
Peter  Early,  Ebenezer  Elmer,  William  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Andrew  Oregg,  Isaiak  L.  Green.  Si- 
las Halsey.  John  Hamilt<Mi)  William  Helms^John. 
Lambert,  Matthew  Lyom,  Doneaa  MacFarlaod, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreeij,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morroi^r,  Grurdon  S.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Gideon  Olin,  John  Pugh,  Tkkomas 
M.  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennanee,  John. 
Russell,  Martin  G.  Schuneman^  Ebenezet  lea- 
ver, James  Sloan,  John  SmiUe,  Henry  Southard, 
Joseph  Stanton,  David  Thomas,  Joseph  B,  Yar- 
num,  John  Whitehill,  Robert  Whitehill,  filinha- 
let  Wickes,  Nathan  Williams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Joseph  Winston. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


APPENDIX. 

TO  THE  mSTORT  OF  THE  NINTH  CONGRESS. 

COMPBISH^G  THE  M06T  IMPOBTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  CON- 
GRE88,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PA8SE1?  BY  IT. 


STATE  OP  THE  PINANdES. 

[ConuKumicated  to  the  Senate,  December  9, 1806.] 
In  obediei^ce  to  the  directions  of  the  act  sap- 
plemeatary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  estab- 
lish the  Treasury  Department,"  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  respectfully  submits  the  following 
report  and  estimates : 

Revenue  and  ReeeipU. 
The  net  lereniie,  arising  from  duties  on  merchandise 
and  tonnfige,  which  accroed  during  the  year  1801, 
amounted  to     -•       ^        .        .        .  f  19,090,279 
The  net  revenne,  aiMng  from  the  same 
sonroe,  which  aocmed  daring  the  year 
1805;  ammmted  io    ....      10,164,t(64 
That*  which  acerned  during   the  year 

1803,  amounted  to  ....  11,806,430 
And  that  which  accrued  during  the  year 

1804,  amounted,  after  deducting  thst 
portion  which  ibrose  from  the  additional 
duties,  6onstituting  the  Mediterranean 
fund,  as  will  sppear  hy  the  statement 

A;to         ------        .       12,672,82a 

It  ia  aacertained  that  the  net  rerenuis  which  has  ac- 
crued during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year  1806, 
does  not  frdl  short  of  that  of  the  corresponding  quar- 
ters of  the  year  1804.  And  that  branch  of  revenue 
may,  exclusiTely  of  the  Medfterranean  frmd,  be  ss£ely 
estimated;  for  the  present,  at  twelve  millions  of  dollars, 
which  is  nearly  the  average  of  the  two  years  1808  and 
1804. 

The  defalcation  which  took  place  in  the  year  1802, 
and  the  increase  in  the  next  following  years,  suffi- 
ciently diow  that  no  ineonsiderable  portion  Of  that 
branch  of  tfie  revenue  is  due  to  the  neutrailiy  of  the 
United  SUt«s,  during  the  continuance  of  war  in  Bu^ 
TOfe,  Yet,  if  the  revenue  of  1802;  the  only  year  of 
£iiiopean  PfM^  >hioe  1792,  be  oansidered  as  the  best 
baaia  on  vrbieh  to  fonn  an  estimate,  this,  with  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  ver  Ctet.  on  fMOount  of  the  hicreaee  of  pop^ 
niation  for  tJbrse  years,  and  of  near  800,000  doik»,^e 
computed  rcivenue  of  New  Qri^ans^  will  give  a  result 
of  near  eleven  millions  and  a  hal£  The  statement  B 
exfaibita  in  detail  the  several  species  of  merchandise 
and  other  aourcea  from  which  tluit  revenue  was  ooUeci* 
ed  dnrinff  the  year  1804. 

The  revenue  arising  frem  the  sales  of  public  lands 
has  been  greater  during  the  year  en^g  on  the  89th 
8^temb0r,  1805,  than  that  of  any  prsceding  year.  It 
appears  by  the  statement  O  thati,  during  that  period, 
bMides  Itf^OOO  aaes  sold  to  ponuiia  dahning  a  right 


of'  pre-emptioUf  $474^000  acres  have  been  disposed  of, 
at  the  ordinary  sales;  making,  altogether,  with  the 
precedmg aales,  from  the  time  when  the.  Isnd  offices 
were  opened  in  1800  and  1801,  an  aggregate  of  near 
two  millions  of  acres.    The  actual  psjments  by  pur- 
chasers, which,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  SOth 
September,  1804,  had  amounted  to  432,000  dollars,  and 
had  no^  in  any  one  previous  year,  exceeded  250,000 
dollars,  have,  during. .the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1805,  amounted  to  575,000  dollars;  of  which 
sum  685,000  dollars  were  paid  in  specie,  and  the  resi- 
due in  stock  of  the  public  debt.    The  specie  receipts 
from  Uiat  source  may,  for  the  ensuing  year,  be  safely 
estimated  at  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  receipts  srising  from  the  pennanent  revenue  of 
thei  United  States  may,  therefore,  without  even  in- 
cluding U|e  duties  on  postage  and  o&er  small  inci- 
dental bri^iches,  be  computed,  for  ttie  year  1806,  at 
twelve  millions  and  five  hundred  thou- 
sand doUars      -        -        -        .        .  $12,500,000 
The  payments  in  the  TreaBunr>during  the 
same  year,  on  account  of  the  tempera, 
ly  louis  constituting  the  "  Mediterra- 
nean ftind"  which  will  have  accrued 
to  the  dlst  day  of  March  next,  are  es- 
timated at  nine  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  sbout  one  hundred  thousand 
may  be  expected  from  the  arrears  of 
internal  duties  and  of  the  direct  tax, 
and  from  other  incidental  branches;   • 
mdcing  for  temporary  and  incidental 
receipts,  one  million  dollsrs       - '      -        1,000,000 
The  balance  of  specie  in  the  Treasury, 
which,  on  the  30th  day  of  September 
last,  amounted  to  4,575,654  -dollars, 
^  will,  as  the  receipts  and  current  ex- 
penditures of  the  present  quarter  ma^ 
'  be  considered  as  nearly  equal,  be  di- 
minished at  the  end  of  this  year,  only 
by  the  payments  on  account  of  the 
'American  claims  assumed  by  the  con- 
vention    with    France ;    and  as  Ae  ^ 
indole  amount  of  those  clauns  which 
remained  unpaid  on  the  80th  day  of 
September  last,  will,  m  On  estimate, 
be  stated  amongst  the  expenditures  of 
.   1806,  the  indiole  of  .the  above-mention- 
ed bahmoe  may  be  added  to  the  re-; 
ceipte  of  that  year,' via:     *        •        -        4,575,000 

Making,  m  the  whole,  an  aggregate  of 
>BMnethaa«i^teenniiUio»»ofdoUa»   •18,075^000 
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Expendtturea* 
The  expenses  of  the  year  1806,  which  most  be  de- 
frayed out  of  those  resources,  are*  like  the  repreaue, 
either  of  a  permanent  nature  or  temporary. 

The  permanent  expenses  are  estimated  at  11,460,- 
000  dollars,  and  consist  of  the  following  items,  viz : 
1.  The  annual  appropriatioi^  of  eight  milUons  of  dol- 
lars for  the  paytnent  of  the  principal  and  inCeresl  of 
the  public  debt,  of  which  more  than  4,000,000  dol- 
lars will  be  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the  princi- 
pal, and  the  residue  to  the  payment  of 
ititereit    -        -        -        -  .     -        -     $6,^)^000 
%,  For  the  civil  department  and  all  de-  « 
mestic  expenses  of  a  civil  nature,  in- 
cluding invalid   pensions,  the  light- 
house and  mint*  establishments,  the 
expenses  of  surveying  public  lands, 
the  third  instalment  of  the  loan  due  to 
Maryland,  and  a  sum  of  150,000  dol- 
lus,  to  meet  such  miecdlaneous  clatnu 
or  grants  as  ma^  be  allowed  by  Con- 
gress       - 1,150,060 

9.  Tor  expenses  incident  to  the  inters 
course  vith  foreign  nations,  iBcIudmg 
&e  permanent  appropriations  for  Al- 
giers        .......  900,000 

4.  For  the  Military  and  Indian  depart- 
mente,  including  the  permanent  appro- 
priations for  certain  Indian  tribea  -  1,036,000 
6.  For  the  Naval  estcbfidiment,  (exdU'^ 
dvely  of  deficiencies  for  the  service  6f 
the  years  1804  arid  1806,  which  are 
estimated  at  0660,000)     -        -        -        1,070,000 


The  ettraordinaTy  demands  for  fb» 
year   1806  amount  to  four  nJillioBs  of 
doHats,  vi2: 
The  Navy  defiofeneies  for  1864  and  1666, 

as  above-meiitiOMd  -       «•  0666,006 
And  the  balance  of  the  Amat* 

lean  claiihs  assumed  by  the 

French  convention,  which 

remained    iQipaid    on    the 

thirtieth  of  September  last, ' 

amounting  to    ...  8,400,600 


f  11,460,000 


4,066,600 


Making  altogeflMr 


•16,460,000 


It  appears  from  the  preceding  'statement,  that  the 
permanent  revenues  of  the  United  States  witi,  during 
the  ensuing  year,  exceed  th«  permanent  espenditozes^ 
more  than  one  million  of  dollars ;  and  that  the  mon- 
eys already  on  hand^  together  with  the  tempor^^-  xe- 
eources  of  the  year,  will,  after  leaving^  the  sum  wfaidi 
it  is  always  necestfuy  to  keep-  int  the  Treasury^  be  suf- 
ficient to  discharge  the  Navy  deficiencies,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  the  daims  assumed  by  the  conven- 
tion with  France,  the  Uage  rece^ts  of  Ust  year  ren- 
^  dering  it  unneeesaiy '  to  recur  for  that  object  to  the  loan 
authorized  by  the  act  of  the  10th  of  November,  1803. 
MuKtehranean  Fkmd. 

It  appears  by  the  stateoMit  U  that  the  tdditioBal 
duty  of  two-andra-haif  per  cent*  on  goo^  P^^g  duties 
ad  valorem,  which  constitutes  the  '^  Meditemnean 
ftiBd,"  MMHUited  during  the  last  six  months  of  1804,  to 
663,036  doDars.  And  it  is  aeeertafaied  that  the  amount 
af  daQFaoocaeddttong  te  flrw  andlKg  «a  thftdOth 


day  of  June,  1805,  was  990,000  dollars.  This  appnent 
product  will,  it  is  true,  be  diminished  by  sabeeqnent  ex- 
portatibns ;  but  it  is  believed,  from  a  view  of  the  vafais 
of  the  goods  iqiported  in  1808  and  1804,  whkh  an 
charged  with  that  duty,  that  the  fund  may  beeatiaiated 
as  producing  nearly  900,000  dollars  a  year.  If  that 
estuaate  be  correct;  the  fuad  wiU  uUiaBately  produce, 
during  the  one  year  and  nine  months  eommenciBg  on 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1804,  and  ending  on  the  31it  dij 
of  March,  1806        -        -        -        -        -•1^75,000 

The  expenses  heretpfore.charged  on  that 
Amd,  have  bete,  vis: 

Pttd  in  1804)  to^e  Nayy  Department,  im- 
der  the  act  constituting  the 

frmd 9596,000 

Paid  in  1806,  to  the  saicl  De- 
partment, by  virtue  of  the 
second  section  of  the  act  of 
«6ih  January,  1806     -        -       696,600 


Makang^aAofltothar, 


MU^iOOO 


And  leaving  an  unappropriated  mrplns^  ee-  , 

timat^at    - 460,006 


But  which  wiU  be  more  than  absoriied  hy  fbe  Jfavy 

dsficiencies  above-mentioned. 

The  moneys  aotnalfy  received  er  Is  bs  raeerved  into 
the  Treasury,  on  aocmmt  ef  tiiat  Andt,  pocir  to  the  lat 
day  of  January,  1^06,  are  estimated  at  abo«k  600,000 
dollars.  The  rasidiie  will  be  racerrei  hcaOTesK  ibat 
day  an4  the  31st  of  March,  1807,  and 
taken  fer  a  sum  of  900,000  dollars  on 
the  preceding  eatimatsi  of  the  rMe^Ca  ef  the  year  1606. 

PubUe  Debt 

The  payments  on  account  of  the  priac^^  of  ^  fsib- 
lic  debt  hav^  during  the  *year  en^ng  on.  the  %)ih 
September,  1606,  exceeded  four  .milUoua  three  huBr 
dred  and  seyenty-Seven  thousand  dollan*  as  appevs 
by  estimate  D        -        -        -        -   94;a77396  63 

The  two  last  instalments  due  to  Gvaat 
Britain,  and  amounting  to.  one  mil- 
lion seveh  hundred  and  seventy<«ix 
thousand  dollars,  have  also  beea 
discharged  during  the.aame.  period,       UTZfi^NO  00 

Mahing'i  in  the  w&ole,  a  zeimbuise- 
ment  of  more  than  six  millions  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thena^nd  doUara        6»lfi3gB66  63 

As  the  e!i|ioiCa«ion  df  the  i 
cfakrie  the   ia0ti.mentioiied    ' 

bean  aensiUy  fok,  it  waa  found-  ehgfifale  as  pa^  it  m 
London,  in  coi^bnnlly  with  the  antheritygiwa  by  Av 
aiet  of  the  3d  of  Maaoh^  1806;  andlke  • 
eifoeted  at  par,  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uniird  I 
It  af  peafa  by  tiie  same  atatoment  D, 

that  the  payments  on  aeo^ont  of  the 

publifl  d^  torn  the  let  April,  1801, 

te  the  80th  September,  1606,  have 

amooBtad  to  ahnoat  $18,000,060    - 
During  the  eame  period  there  have 

been  paid  to  Great  Britain,  in  aaftie* 

faction  aad  ^sdiaige  of  the  meney 

whidi  the  United  States  might  have 

been  iiable*te  pay,  in  pniiuanea  et 

the  provisiena  of  the  6th  atliele  of 

the  Tiealy  of  i794 


17,964;iM  4» 
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niebdanee  in  th«  Ttmsui^  amoanted, 

on  the  1ft  d«y  of  April,  1801,  to 

9l,794,0M  69 

And  on  the  SOii  day  of 
September,  1805,  to  .4,67M64  87 

MeUtag  an  ioAeMe  of    2,781»601  78 
From  wbicb^  dednoting 

the  proeeeda  of  the 

Mlea   of    the    Bank 

sharee      -        -       - 1,287.800  00 


LeaTea  for  the  .inereaee  arising  from 
the  ordinary  revenue     -        -       -      1,494,001  78 


Maldng,  in  tiie  whole,  a  difference  of 
more  'thap  twenty-two  millions  of 
doDaM  ih  favor  of  the  United  States, 
during  that  period  of  four  years  and 
ahalf   - fS8^11S,703  »7 


-  In  order  to  give  a  more  general  and  concise  view  of 
the  recetpts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  four  years,  oommendttg  on  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1801,  and  ending  on  the  81st  day  of  Majch, 
1806,  than  can  he  derived  from  the  annual  printed  ac- 
coanti,«  statement,  marked  H',  and  several  explana- 
toiy  statementas  marked  H  1,  to  H  6^  hav^  been  added 
to  those  which  usually  accompany  this  repbrt     , 

Ttoai  those  it  appears,  that  a  sum  of  fifty  millions  kit 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  doUam  and  four  oentSf  has  been  paid  ifito 
the  Treasu^  during  that  period,  via : 
From  duties  on  tonnage,  and  on  the 

importation  of  foreign  merchandise  $46,174,837  28 
From   all  other  sources,    (including 

$1,696,171  43  cents,  arising  from 

Uie  sales  of  Bank  shares  and  of  pub- 

Uc  vessels)    -        -        -        -        -      6;403;639  89 


90,667,467  04 


And  that  the  expenditures,  during  the  same  periodt 
have  amounted  to  forty  nine  millions  ^ix  hundred  and 
sixty  fiye  thousand 'five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dol- 
lars and  fifty-six  cents,  w^ch  liave  beto  disbursed  for 
the  following  purposes :  • 

I.  Less  than  one>>third  of  ihe  whole  has  been  'sufB- 
eient  to  defray  att  the  current  expenses  of  Uie  United 
States,  vis: 

For  the  eivM  list,  and  all  domestio  ex* 
pensee  of  a  etvil  aa- 
tore  -^      -        .  8»789»U4  79 

For  the  mifitary  ostab- 
liahmttat  and  Indian 
department  -  -  4,406,199  96 
For.the  naval  establish- 
ment -  -  -  4,842,636  15 
Tat  the  expenses  attend- 
ing intercourse  with, 
foreign  nations  -  1,071,437  84 

Amounting,  altogether,  to        -    14,105,380  04 
9.  Nea^  one-third  was  necessary  to  pay 

the  interest  on  the  pubHc  debt,  viz :     10,278,700  96 

On  which  subject  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  observe,  that  a  part  of  that  ' 
sum,  amounting  to  $9^160,000,  vras 
paid  on  account  of  the  intei«et  en  the 


deferred  stodc,  a  charge  which  com- 
menced only  in  the  year  1801 ,  and  was, 

thefeftffe,  in  addition  to  the  annual 

sum  wanted  before  that  year;  for  (he 

peyment  of  interest  on  the  public  debt. 
3.  More  than  one>4hird,  and  which 

may  be  considered  as  the' surplus  rev- 

eni^  of  the  Unitea  Skatest  during  that 

period,  has  been  ^i|>lird  toward  the  re- 

UDbursement  and  extinguishment  of 

the  debt,  viz : 

On  account  of  the  principal  of  the  pub- 
lie  debt  proper    -    $16,317,663  92 

In  payment  of  debts  * 
oontrJMted  before 
the  1st  day  of  April, 
1801,  and  arising.  . 
under  the  British 
TreW  and  under 
the  French  Con- 
vention of  the  30th 
September,  1800  '-      2^963,782  65 

• 19,^81,446  67 

$49,666,527  56 

It  is  suffideatly  evident,  that,  while  one-third  of  tfaa 
national  revenue  is  necessarily  absoihed  by  the  pay- 
ment of  intdresi,  a  penevering  application  of  the  re« 
sources  affinrded.by  seasons  of  peace  and  prosperity,  t6 
the  dischuge  of  theu  principal,  in.  the  manner  directed 
l^  the  Legislature,  is  the  only  efiectual  mode  by  which 
the  United 'States  can  ultimately  obtain  the  full  com- 
mand of  their  revenue,  and,  the  free  disposal  of  all  their 
resources.  Every  year  produces  a  diminution  of  interest, 
and  a  positive  increase  of  revenue.  Four  years  more 
will  be^uffident  to  discharge,  (in  addition  to  the  anhusl 
reimbursem'ents  on  the  6  per  cent  and  deferred  stocks,) 
the  remainder  6f  the  Dutdi  debt,  and  the  whole  of  the 
eight  per  cent.  Navy  six  per  cent,  ^yb  and  a  half  per 
c«nt,and  four  and  a  half,  per  cent  stocks.  As  the 
portion  of  the  pubfic  debt  wliieh  shdl  then  remain  un- 
paid, will  eonsisr  of  Ihe  six  per  cent  deferred,  and  hen* 
isiana  et6cks,  neither  of  which  can  be  reimbttrsed,  eor- 
C4Bpt  at  the  periods*  and  in  the  proportiona  fixed  by  ce»i 
tract,  and  of  the  three  per  cent  stock,  which  its  low 
rate  of  interest  will  render  it  Ineligible  to  discharge  at 
its  nominal  value,  the  rapidity  of  the  reduction  of  the 
debt,  beyond  the  annual  reimbursements' perinitted  by 
the  contracts,  will,  after  the  year  1809,  depend  on  tlm 
price  at  which  purchases  may  be'effiscted.  And,  should 
eircumslances  render  it- eligible,  a  considerable  portiog^ 
of  the  revenue  now  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  may 
timn,  in  conformity  with  existing  provisions,  be  applied 
to  other  objects* 
,  All  which  is  respeotfiilly  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

Secretary  of  the  Dreaawy, 

TniiiauBT  DBFABTMBjrr,  Dee.  9, 1806. 


EVIDENCES  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

[Communicatied  to  the  House,  Dec.  28,  1805.] 
Tbbasurt  Oepartbient,  Dec.  28, 1805. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of 
the  extract  of  a  letter  pointing  oat  certain  abuses, 
wbioh  are  89id  to  arise  from  the  operation  of  the 
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law  authorizing  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
public  debt,  in  payment  for  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

Although  the  letter  having  "beea  received  only 
a  few  days  affo,  it  has  not  yet  been  ascertained 
whether  the  facts  alluded  to  are,  in  this  instance, 
truly  stated,  there  is  no  doubt  that  such  abuses 
may  take  place,  and  that,  whilst  the  law  continued 
in  force,  it  will  be  difficult  to  prevent  them. 

Indeed,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  wit(^  very 
few  exceptions,  the  law  is  of  no  utility  to  actual 
purchasers.  So  far  as  relates  to  the  reduction  of 
the  public  debt,  the  act  is  useless,  since  the  annual 
appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  has  been 
made ;  and  it  may,  on  the  contpary;  by  creatibg  a 
cobpetitien  in  the  market,  impede  the  object 
whenever  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  apply  a 
part  of  the  appropriation  to  purchases  of  the  debt. 
To  this  may  oe  added,  that  the  uncertainty  result- 
ing from  the  provision  of  the  payments  in  specie, 
which  might  otherwise  be  reued  upon,  deranges 
the  general  operations  of  the  Treasury. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  by  the  act  of 
the  8th  of  May,  1792,  and  all  the  subsequent  acts 
contain  a  similar  proyision,  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  are  authorized  to  purchase  the 
debt  of  the  United  States  at  its  market  price,  if 
not  exceeding  the  par  or  true  value  thereof. 

Thi^  last  limitation  does  not  seem  suf^iently 
explicit;  but  the  construction  heretofore  adopted, 
and  which  will  be.  of  course,  adhered  to,  unless 
altered  by  an  explanatory  abt,  is,  that,  by  true 
value,  is  meant  the^  nothinal  value  or  amount. of 
the  stock.  It  follows,  that,  on  the  one  han^,  the 
Commissioners  may  give  one  hundried  dollars  for 
every  nominal  hundred  dollars  of  the  three  per 
cent,  stock,  provided  they  shall  not  give  more 
than  the  marker  price;  whilst,  on  the  other  han^ 
they  are,  in  fact,  precluded  from  making  any 
purchases  of  the  eight  per  cent,  stock,  as  its  mar^ 
ket  must  necessarily  exceed  its  nominal  value. 

Permit  me.  therefore,  respectfully  to  submit  the 
propriety  of  fixing,  absolutely,  by  law,  the  price 
which  the  Commissioners  .may  give  for-  stock. 
That  for  the  six  and  deferred  stock  may  remain 
as  it  now  stands,  that  is  to  say,  not  to  exceed  the 
nominal  Value  pf  its  unredeemed  apiount;  the 
limitation  in  relation  to  the  throe  ner  cent,  stock 
may  be  easily  fixed,  at  any  rate  which  Congress 
may  think  proper. 

That  for  the  eight  per  cent,  stock  is  more*  dif- 
ficult to  fix,  because  Us  sinks,  every  quarter,  in 
valu^,  and  will  continue  so  till  the  first  day  of 
January,  1809,  when  it  becomes  redeemable,  and 
therefore,  equal  to  its  nominal  value.  It  may,  in 
the  mean  while,  be  considered  as  consisting,  first, 
of  a  six  per  cent,  stock,  payable  at  the  time  above- 
mentioned,  and  worth  par :  secondly,  of  an  annuity 
of  two  per  cent,  a  year,  (or  rather  at  the  rate  of 
half  per  cent,  quarterly)  which  will  cease,  also, 
on  the  first  of  Jantiary,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred, and  when  the  stock  will  be  paid  on. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  true  value  of  the 


stock,  calculated  on  th^it  princude^  and  on  am- 
position  that  a  six  per  cent,  stock  is  at  par,  for  the 
first  day  of  every  quarter  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1806,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1809.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  observed,  that  front  the  first  day,  till 
within  fourteen  days  of  the  end  of  each  qaaner, 
the  stock  will  progress  a  little  in  value,  as  the  time 
of  receiving  tne  dividend  approaches.  But  on 
that  account,  and  because  the  yariations  in  the 
prices  of  stock  do  not  ascend  to  such  minute  frac- 
tions as  are  exhibited  in  the  table,  it  may  be  more 
simple  to  fix  the  limitation  by  the  gross  amonnt 
of  tne  two  per  cent,  annuity  which  may,  at  the 
time^  be  still  demandable,  without  making  any  de- 
duction for  the  discount.  The  commissioners 
would,  on  that  principle^  be  authorized  to  give  no 
more  that  106  per  cent  during  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  1806,  no  more  than  105}  per  cent  do- 
rinff  the  ensuing  quarter,  and  so  on,  dhninisJ^'ag 
halT per  cent  each  quarter,  so  as  to  give  no  more 
than  100}  pe(r  cent,  djaring  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  1808,  and  paying  at  par,  accordizig  to  eon- 
tract,  the  residue  of  the  unpurchased  principal  oa 
the  1st  of  January,  1809.  There  are  twoomei 
limitations, -in  the  po^ireis  of  the  eooumasMners 
to  purchase  stocl^,  which  may  require  some  modi- 
fications. By  the  first,  no  pureluise  can  be  made, 
except  during  the  first  thirty  days  of  each  quarter 
—a  provision,  the  object  of  which  1  cannot  per- 
ceive )  as  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Erice'Of  stock  may  often  render  another  more  eligi- 
le.  The  other  directs  the  purchases  to  be  made 
by  a  kno^n  agent,  and  by  open  purchase,  or  by 
receiving  sealed  proposals ;  and,  althoii£&  it  amy 
be  more  eligible  for  toe  commissioners  themadvet 
to  make  the  purchase  in  that  way,  because  it  will 
prevent  a^y  improper  imputation  attaching  to 
their  cond6ctjitis  not  less  true  that  that  mode 
must  necessarily  raise  the  price  of  stocks,  and  j^e- 
vent  any  purchases  on  favorable  terms. 

Although  there  are  yet  considerable  parts  of 
the  public  debt  which,  may  be  reimbursed,  as  par- 
chases  may,  however,  be  found,  under  certaia  cir- 
cu^iistances,  more  advantageous  to  the  Uoiied 
States,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  laythese  ob- 
servations before  ue  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.   But  1  beg,  at  the  same,  time  to  be  indal|^ 
in  exfNressing  my  'Opinion,  that  a  sinlmig  funi 
which  acts  by  purchase  is  better  ealeiilaled  to  raise 
the  prices  of  stock,  and  as  an  enjp^ne  to  fiiror  Jouis 
and  an  increase  of  debt,  than  tor  ih^  paraose  of 
redeeming  it  on  reasonable  terms.    And  as  the 
nature  of  the  existing  species  of  stocks  will  offer 
a  powerful,  perhaps  insuperable  obstaele,  to  ilie 
whole  redemption,  within  the  time  contemplated 
by  the  Legislature,  I  intend,  in  a  subsequent  coor- 
muntcation,  to  submit  to  the  consideration  €ft  the 
committee,  a  plan  for  the  conversion  of  the  old 
six  deferred  and  three,  per  cent,  stocks  into  a  six 
per  cent  stock,  which  may  be  redeemed,  within  tke 
expected  period. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,.  &c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Ramoolph, 

Chaimum  of  the  Committee 

.  qt  Woj^  and  Mean9. 
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An  eftimata  twrhitiitiny  ihe  trni  ««faie  of  one  hnndMd 
dollars  eight  per  cent  atoek,  lefaemabie  aAer  "the 
year  1808,  ob  the  irappoaition  of  aiz  per  cent  atock 
being  at  par,  far  the  Ibiat  ^y  of  ai^^qiiartelr,  ftom 
the  iat  January,  1806,  to  the  lat  Jaanaty,  1809. 

In  the  jear  of  1806,  Jannaiy  1    - '     <• 

In  the  year  of  1807,  Jannafy  1  *  - 

In  the  year  of  1808,  Janaary  1    • 

In  the  year  of  1800,  Janvaiy  1    -   '    • 

In  the  year  of  1806,  April  1 

In  the  year  of  1807,  April  1     .    « 

In  the  year  ot  18018,  April  1 

In  the  year  of  1800,  April  1.  * 

In  the  year  of  1806, 1«y  1  • 

In  the  year  of  1807,  Jnhr  1  - 

hk  tiie  year  of  1808,  July  1  - 

In  the  year  ot  1800,  Jnhr  1. 

In  the  year  of  1806,  Oelaber  1     « 

In  the  year  of  1907,  October  )     • 

In  Ae  year  of  1808,  Ootober  1     •        • 

In  tiie  year  of  1809,  October  1. 

Bjtract  of  a  letter,  ^c 
"*rhe  clerks  in  that  ofl&ce  are  enj 
they  call  the  stock  business.     They  get  stock 
transferred,  in  pa^yxnent  for  the  lands,  of  such 
people  as  will  pay  them  their  money  without  t»r 
ling  an^ office  receipt.    Now,  the  grierance  i^at 
I  would  eoaplain  oi  is,  that  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ble td  get  business  <1od€  in  that  office,  unless  the 
person  applying  will  conseiU  to  let  iheoi  have 
their  money  that  they  flaay.pay,  in  atoek.    As  for 
my  part,  I  hadi^her  do  my  own  Imtiness.  When 
a  man  ffoes  into  the  <yfiee,  ime  of  the  clerks  ad- 
dresses him,  that  he  caqnot  hare  his  basinets 
done,  unless  he  waits  two  or  ^ee  dvys;  and,  re- 
commends to  him  -to  leare  his  *mofiev  with  ano- 
ther one,  which  I  suppose  to  be  a  clenc  also,  who 
ofiers  to  do  the  business  for  him,  provided  he  will 
let  him  transfer  stock  for  his  payment ;  and  thus 
they  worry  many  people  out  of  their  moqey^    As 
to  this  atock  business^  I  know  nothing  about  it ; 
and  as  it  is  no  advantage  to  me^  I  haa  rather  pay 
my  money  and  get  my  receipt,  without  furtAer 
trouble." 


• 
• 

910&46 
103  74 
101  93 

100  00 
105  04 
103  30 

101  46 

• 

104  61 
102  86 
100  08 

- 

104  18 
102  39 
100  49 

sei 

m  what 

filNKINaFUIKD.. 

[C^nimimiMtea  to  «he  Benata,  Feb..  6^  1806.] 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Ptmd  re- 
spectfully report  to  Oongresi  as  follows : 

That  the  metoores  wfiph  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  report  of  5th  of 
Irebruary,  1805^  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  com- 
pleted, are  fuiiy  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to.^his  Eioard,  dated  the 
fourtn  day  of  the  present  month,  ahd  in  the  state- 
ments therein  reterred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  report. 

Q.  CLINTON.  PreM^  rfthe  Senaie. 
J.  JMIARSHALL,  CkirfJimiiQe.- 
JAMES  MADISON,  Secretary  of  StiOe. 
A.  GAhLKTlN,  S^crUdry  i^  lyea$ury^ 
J.  BKECE£N&IDQ£,  AHomey  General. 
Washington,  Fe&.  5, 1806, 
9th  Cow.— 37 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  reporlB 
to  the  CoDHiiissioDert  of  tfhe  Sinking  Fnno: 

That  the  balanee  remaining  unexpended  at  the  dose 
of  &e  year  1803,  and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  aiter  that  year,  which  balance,  as  appears  by 
the  statement  9,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  report^ 
amotoled  to  ene  miltion  three  hundred  and  rorty- 
nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  -diirty-six  dollars 
and  fifty  one  cents  ^  .     -        -       -  $1^349,ld0  61 

Together  with  the  di^ursements  made 
during  the  year  1804  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  account  of  the  prmdpal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  which  dis- 
bursements, as  appeSTB  by  the  state- 
ment C,  annexed  to  the  last  annual 
.  report,  amounted  to  eight  millions  two 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  ^ight 
hundred  and  firty-five  dollars  and . 
fifty-five  cents  ...        -    8,t59,84e  65 

And  with  a  further  aim  arising  from 
profit  on  the  remittees  from  Amer- 
ica to  Europe,  purchased  in  the  year 
1804,  which  profits,  as  appears  by  tl^e 
statement  D,  annexed  to  the  last  an- 
nual report,  amdunted  to  forty-five 
thousand  forty-nine  doHars  and  twen- 
ty^five  cents 46,W9  «6 

And  amounting,  altogether,  to  nine  mil*' 
lions  six  hundred  and  fifty-four  thou-* 
sand  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  thirty- 


one  cents 


9;65>l,081  31 


Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  fbllowlng  manner^  viz: 

1.  Tlie^e  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the 
year  1804,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  protested 
bills,  and  of  advances  made  to  Commissioneni  of 
Loan8>  as  appears  by  the  statement  S,  annexed  to 
the  last  annual  report,  a  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thousand^  four  hundred  and  fiirty-siz 
4ollars  and  fifty-one  cents        •       •   ^121,446  61 

9.  The  sums  actually  applied,  during 
the  same  year,  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  aai  hilereet  of  4te  pufolie 
debt,  as  asoeMainad  by  aebemnls  sea^ 

^  dered  to  the  Tiesauiy  Pspertmeat, 
amount,  as%til  appear  by.tfae  aiate> 
ment  A,*to  se«sa  millions  two  baa» 
dred  and  filbeen  thoosand  eix  hundred 
and  nine  deilaiv  and  taHj^mx.  eenls : 
Ist  Paid  fia  vslsdmrsement  af  Hm 
principal  of  tha'deht  -  3,307,587  65 
dd.  Paid  on  aaoowitiif  ' 
the  interest  and  chaigas 
on  the  same       •       -  .4^008,032  01 

'—   7;Kl£^d  66 

9l  The  halanpe  lenaining  naexpended 
at  the  dose  of  the  year  1884,  and  ap- 
plicable to  payments  lifting  due  after 
that  year,  ascertained  hy  accounts  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasttiy  Bepailmenty 
amounted,.a(i  will  appear  by  the  state- 
ment B,  to  two  millions  three  hun- 
dred and  aiateeA  diousand  jiine  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  doilars  andiiNir* 


teen  cents 


2,316,976  14 
9,654,031  31 
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That,  during  the  year  1806,  the  following  diabune- 
metita  were  made  out  of  the  Treaauiy,  on  account 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt : 

1.  On  account  of  the  reimbursement  and  interest  of 
the  domestic  debt     -        -        -        -  $4,583,960  54 

2.  On  account  of  domestic  loans, vob- 
tained  from  the  Bank  of  the  Ignited 
States,  viz:  on  account  of  the  princi- 
pal -  -  -  -  700,000  00 
On  account  of  the  mterest    56,170  12 

: 756,170  12 

3.  On  a<^tount  of  tibie  domestic  unfund- 
ed debt    -        -        -        -        -        -  8,061  71 

4.  On  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  foreign  debt,  and  of  the 

interest  on  the  Louisiana  stock         -    1,980,316  70 


Amounting,  altogether,  as  will  appear 
by  the  annexed  list  of  .warrants,  G, 
to  seven  millions  three  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  thousand  five  hundred 
and  nme  dollars  and  seven  cents       -    7,328,509  07 


Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  following 

funds,  viz : 
1*  From  the  fund  constituting*  the  annual  appropria- 
'  tion  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  year  1805, 
viz :  from  the  fund  arising  firom  interest  on  the  debt 
transferred  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  as  per  acooi\nt  I  -     711,737  41 
From  the  funds  arising 
from  the  sales  of  public 
lands,  being  this  amount 
of  moneys  paid  into  the 
Treasury  from  1st  July, 

1804,  to  the  30th  June, 

1805,  as  per  account  E     553,521  63 
From  the  proceeds  of  du- 
ties on  goods,  wares, 

and  merchandise,  im- 
ported, and  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  or  vessels  5,904,839  37     . 

.  7,170,098  41 

Which  sum  of  $7,170,098  41,  together 
with  the  sum  advanced  during  the 
year  1804,  on  account  of  the  appn^ 
priation  for  the  year  1805,  amount- 
ing, as  appears  by  the  last  annual 
Xrt^  to  $829,901  59,  makes,  in  the 
le,  the  annual  apprc^riatioift,  for  ' 
the  year  1805,  of     -        $8,000,000 


2.  From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merdiandise,  imported,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels,  ad- 
vanced in  part,  and  on  account  of  the 

annual  appropriation  for  the  year  1806      67,716  02 

3.  From  repayments  in  the  Treasury,  on 
account  of  remittances  purchased  In 
providing  for  the  foreign  debt,  and  of 
advances  made  to  Commissioners  of 
Loans,  as  will  appear  by  the  statement 
E,  viz:  Repayment  of  the  purchase 
money  and  advances  -        -  66,703  02 

.    Damages  and  interest  recov- 
ered      .        -        -        -  20,731  20 

87,434  22 

4.  From  the  moneys  appropriated  by  law, 
for  paying  commiaBio&s  to  agents  em- 


ployed in  the  purchase  of  remittancea, 
for  the  foreign  debt,  being  the  amount 
paid  at  the  Treasury,  dimng  the  year 
1805,  for  that  object,  as  will  appear  hj 
the  statement  C          ....       3;tC0  42 
That   the    above-mentioned   disbuzse- 
ments,  together  with  the  above-atated 
balaAce  of  dollars   -        -        -        -2,316,97514 
Which  remained  unexpended  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1804,  and  with  a 
further  sum  arising  fix>m  profit  on  re- 
mittances firom  America  to  Enropey 
purchased   in  the   year   1805,  and 
amounting,  as  will  appear  by  the  state- 
ment D,  to      117,13752 


And  amounting,  altogether,  to  nine  mfl- 
lions  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  twentj^ine 
dollars  and  seventy-three  cents         -  9,76a;62I  73 

Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annu^  npoit,  in. 
conformity  with  the  accounts'  which  ahall  then  have 
beea  rendered  to  the  Treasuiy  Department.  That,  ia 
the  mean  while,  the  manner  in  which  the  aaid  siun  bM 
been  applied  is  estimated  as  fidlows : 

1.  The  repayments  into  the  Treasury,  on  aoeoont  of 
principal,  have,  during  the  year  1805,  amounted,  aa 
by  the  .above-mentioned  statemoit  E,  to  $66,703  OS 

2.  The^ums  actually  applied,  daring  the 
year' 1805,  to  the  payment  of  the  pnao- 
pal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  are 
e^timat^d  as  follows,  viz :  1st.  Paid  in 
reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  &e 

.  pubUc  debt     -        •        -  3,005^1  61 
2d.  Paid  on  account  of  in^ 
.  terest  and  charges  on 
.  the  same    -        -       .-  4,142,853  18 

8,048,144  79 


As  will  appear  by  the  estimate  F. 
3.  'The  balance  remaining  unexpended  at 
the  close  of  the  year  1805,  and  applica- 
ble to  paymeuts  falling  due  after  that 
year,  is  estimated,  as  per  estimate  6,  at  9,792,691  73 

That  no  purchases  of  the  public  debt  hsra  been 
made  since  the  date  of  tfa^  last  report  to  -Coogres. 

And  that  the  statement  H.  exhibits  the  amoant  eC 
stock  transferred  to  the  Commissioiiers  of  the  Sakiag 
Fund,  in  trust  for  the  United  States,  to  the  Slat  De- 
cember, 1806,  including  the  sum  of  $98,909  41,  boDg 
the  aggregate  of  the  several  apedee  of  atoc~ 
ferred  in  the  year  1805,  in  payment  for  pnbEc  1 

All  which  is  respectiuUy  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Secretary  of  the  Tireamry. 

TmxAsiTBT  DitPABTHxirr,  Felh  4,  1906. 


SPAIN. 


[Coipmunicated  December  10,  180&.] 
7b  Me  Senate  and  House  of 

Rq)rueniaiioe$  of  the  Vniied  St^Oea  c 
The  eoelosed  documents  relatiag  to  my  Mes- 
sage of  the  6th  instant,  not  beipg  ready  at  thiL 
date,  I  thought  it  better  not  to  detain  the  Message. 
but  to  communieate  these  papers  after^wmrds^  ^is 
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RidationB  vnth  Spain, 


sQpplemeaiary  to  those  then  sent.    They  ure  not 
of  a  nature  to  be  deemed  confidential, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
DSOBMBBR  10,  1805. 

Extract -of  a  letter  6oin  Charles  Pincknej,  Esq.,  Min- 
ister at  Madrid,  to  the  Secretary,  of  State  dated 

August,  1805. 

I  have  written  to  yoo  lately  very  often,  iof^rm- 
ing  yon  t>f  the  Spaniards  being  now  in  the  habit 
of  capturing,  our  vessels  as  much  as  during  the' 
last  war.  The  following  is  the  lijit  trai^smitted  to 
me  of  American  vessels  taken  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  sent  inta  Algezirasfor  adjudication^  since  my 
last  to  you  : 

Brigantine  Atin  Is^bel^  of  Virginia,  Williams, 
master;  brigantine Yerenes, Pisa;  brigantine'Di- 
do,  ShaiL  master,  from  Marblehead  ;  ship  Mary, 
Robert  .Stevenson ;  ship  Eagle,  Nehemech  Sha- 
ler,  last  from  Liverpool;' brigantine  Jefferson, 
Simon  Bohmond ;  brigantine  roily  and  Nancy, 
of  Baltimore,  John  Croan ;  schooner  Molengue,* 
John  Waterman,  of  New  York;  schooner  Lef- 
feri,  William  Maret,  of  Virginia ;  brigantine  Di- 
ana, Sylvester  Simmons,  of  New  Haven. 

Extract  of  C  lettiar  from  Charles  Pinekney,  Esq.',  Min- 
ister at  Madrid,  to  the  Secreteiy  of  State,  dated     ' 

Sbptember  22, 1805. 

My  laat  informed  you  I  was  still  tmder  (he  ne- 
cessity of  remaining  here  until  the  22d  October, 
on  account  of  all  xtbe  mules  being  embargoed  for 
the  King's  service  until  that  day,  so  that  I  could 
not  before  go  to  the  Sitio  to  take  leave ;  that  I 
had  still  been  without  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr. 
Erving,  or  Mr.Bowdoin ;  and,  that  not  beinff  able 
to  wait  for  them  any  longer,  I  should,  when  I 
went  tLWtLy.  leave  Mr.  Young  charged  with  our 
afiaira,  until' they,  or  one  of  them  came;  that,  du- 
ring this  time,  and  constantly,  I  have  been  busily 
employed  with  this-Court  in  endeavoriqg  to  ar- 
rest the  numerous)  depredations  of  their  priva- 
teers on  our  commerce,  and  their  condemnations  of 
our  'vessels,  and  that  to  do  this  my  ezeitions  have 
not  only  been  unceasing,  but  more  than  twenty 
letters  have  passed  between  Mr.  C^vallos  and 
myself  on  the  subject.  I  have  now'the  pleasure 
to  send  y^u  the  result  by  enclosing  the  copy  of  a 
letter  wnich  I  have  just  received  from  Cadiz, 
and  which  I  have  received  in  such  an  unquestion- 
able shape  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its  authenticity. 
Hy  this  It  appears  my  exertions  have  been  effec- 
tual, and  will  probably  prevent  captures  on  that 
^ound. 


From  the  Secre&iy  of  ^tate  and  the  Marine  to  the 
Director  General  of  the  Fleet 

ST.^lLnEFOMSO,  j^ep^  3, 1805.   ^ 

Sir  :  The  Mi^^^^^  o^  t^e  United  States,  com- 
plaining of  new  injuries  and  captures  of  Ameri- 
can teasels  by  Spanish  cruisers,  has  given  infor^ 
mattOQ  of  the  carrying  to  Algeziras  o£  eleven  ves- 


sels  of  his  nation,  under  pretext^  as  he  says  of 
their  carrying  En^lisn  nierchandise.  The  King, 
being  made  acquainted  with  it,  has  been  pleasdL 
to  determine,  that,  if  there  be  no  other  cause  foyr 
the  capture  of  these  vessels  than  that  alleged  by 
the  Minist^r^  they  should  be  put  at  libelr^v  again ; 
since,  according  to  the  fifteenth  article  of  the  Trea* 
ty  with  the  United  States,  '^  the  American  flag 
secures  the  freedom  of  the  merchandises,  althougE 
they  may  be  enemy's  property*"  But  if  the  cause 
of  the  detention  be  any  other,  His  Majesty  requires 
that  they  be  .decided  in  dutt  course,,  and  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  I  communicate  it  to  you 
by  the  Royal  order,  in  order  that  you  may  com- 
municate It  to  the  Grenerals  of  Uie  Departments 
of  Alarine,in  order  that  they  may  make  it  known 
to  the  commandants  of  parine  m  every  district, 
and  to  the  owners  of  privateers,  informinjg  them 
that  they  will  be  responsible  for  the  injuries  they 
may  occasion/  . 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Joeiah  Blakaly,  Esq.,  Conaol  of 

the  €nited  States  at  St  Jago,  in  Cuba,  to  the  Seo- 

xetaiy  of  State,  date^        . 

JuNB  7,  1805. 

The  brig  Trio,  of  New  York,  from  Liverpool  for 
New  Orleans,  cargo  dry  gbods,  has  been  wholly 
unloaded,  and  is  now  offered  for  sale.  After  taking 
all  the  dry  ffoods  out  of  the  ship  Governor  Strong, 
of  Alexandria,  Clark,  master,  her  captors  have 
returned  her  to  the  captain. 

Since  the  last  evacuation  of  Hispaniola,  more 
than  one  thousan4  American  seamen  have  been 
landed  in  this  port,  most  of  them  without  clothes, 
and  all  without  any  possible  means  of  support  but 
such  as  diey  ireceive  from  their  own  Government. 

Extract  from  the  same  to  the  same,  ^ated 

July  1,  1806. 
The  scene  of  rbbbery,  destruction,  evasion,  per- 
jury, cruelty^  and  insuk,  to  which  the  A.mericana 
captured  by  the  Frefich  pirates^  and  brought  into 
this  and  the  adjac6nt> ports,  have  been  sulijected, 
perhaps  has  not  been  equalled  in  a  century  past. 
[Her^  "follows  a  list  of  nineteen  capturea  ves- 
eels,  with  their  cargoes.] 

Copy  of  a  letter  fit>m  Captain  John  Sttason,  Com* 
-    mender  of  the  ship  Huntress;  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  ihe 

•  Navy. 

London,  AuguH  20, 1805. 

SiR^  On  my  arrival  at  Liverpool  I  wrote,  for 
the  information  of  Government,  gividg  a  state- 
ment of  the  capture  of  the  ship  Huntress,  laden 
with  Government  stores.  On  my  arrival  here  Mr. 
Lyman  informing  me  he  had  not  written,  induced 
me  to  forward  this,  lest  the  first  should  miscarry. 

On  June  the  first,  latitude  36^  20^  nOrth,  longi- 
tude :74^  Sf/,  I  was  brought  to  by  a  Spatiish 
schooner  privateer  called  La  Maria,  commanded 
by.  Antonio  Lobo  from  rorto  Rico.  The  reason 
Lobo  gave  for  detaining  the  ship  was  her  being 
bound  for  a  British  port^  and  not  having  a  Span* 
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RdatiwiB  mth  l^paiii. 


U^  ptssport.*  After  robbing  the  ship  of  ten  bar- 
lels  of  bread,  one  barrel  of  tar,  and  sundry  other 
articles,  took  all  my  erew  out  excepting  the  cabin 
boy ;  put  a  prizemaster  and  eleven  Spaniards  on 
board,  and  ordered  the  ship  for  Porto  -Rico.  On 
June  9th.  in  sight  of  Bermudas,  was  retaken  by 
two  English  Quineamen ;  aAer  taking  the  Span- 
iards out,  put  a  prizemaster  and  crew  on  board, 
and  ordered  the  ship  for  Liyerpool,  where  she  ar- 
rived 16th  nit  much  damaged. 
i  have  the  honor  to  be  your  very  hnmUe  servant. 

J.  STINSON. 

Copy  of  a  letter  'from  Lieutenant  Joseph  J.  Maxwell 
to  his  Excellency  General  CuBtanio,  Algexiras. 
U.  S.  Gunboat.  No.  3, 
Harbor  of  Aloezira8,  June  15, 1805. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
lency that  I  was  this  morning  brought  to  by  four 
armed  boats  under  Spanish  colors,  who^  after  ax- 
ercising  the  utmost  insolence,  and  without  as- 
aigning  the  smatteal  reaaoa,  condocteid  me  .to.  this 
port. 

The  orders  received  from  my  Government  were 
to  yroJoeed  with  all  possible  despatch  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  American  squadron  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. The  serious  consequences  attending 
this  unwarrantable  detention' must  be  too  obvious 
to  your  Excellency  to  requica  a  remark.  I  shall 
only  observe  that,  if  your  \jrovernmeikt  authorizes 
indignities  of  this  nature,  to  my  own  I  must  ap- 
peal for  redress.  I  am'  sansibfe,  however,  this 
cannot  be  the  case,  and  persuade  myse\f  th^t  your 
Excellency  will  readily  redress  the, insult  offered 
the  American  flag  in  this  instance,  and  .take, 
measures  to  pre  vent,  a  repetiiioo. 

Under  this  impression^  I  am,,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  X.  MAXWELL. 

His  Ezcetteney  General  Castanio. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieiiteijiant  Joseph  J.  Maxwell^ 
eommanding  CNmboat  No.  3,  to  Commodore  John 
Kodgers. 

U.  S.  QuHBOAT  No.  3, 
Harbor  of  Syracuse,  July  8. 1805. 

Sir:  Ihaye  to  acquaint  you  that. on  tne morn- 
ing of  the  15th  Jiine  last,  GibralUr  bearing  north- 
west, distant  two  leaguas.  I  was  brooght  to  by 
four  Spanish  /fponboati,  who,  without  axanintng 
a  paper,  or  assigning  any  other  reason  than  their 
ausucion  of  my  i>eing  an  Englishman,  took  charge 
and  conducted  me  iqto  A^seziras. 

It  is  necessary  to  remarE,  that  my  guns  were  at 
that  time  in  the  hold.  Immediately  on  my  ar- 
rival, I  stated,  officially,  the  circumsUnce  to  the 
General  of  Marines,  wnich  I  also  enclose  for  your 
perusal.    The  boat  was  instantly  discharged,  with 

*8he  had  on  board,  besides  the  ordinary  marine 
papers,  a  special,  passport  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  reciting  the  nature  of  her  cargo,  and  its 
destination  fast  the  supply  of  the  Mediterranean  sqnad- 
lon  of  the  United  States.  She  had  also  the  passports 
oftheBrilUiaiidFMncliMiniateis. 


many  apologies,  and  offers  of  supplies  and  asnt* 
ance,  should  I  stand  in  need  of  them.     I  was  re- 

? nested  40"^ waft  a  short  time  the  GeneraPs  answer, 
did  so  till  4  P.  M.  Apprehensive  1  migbt  be 
detained  much  longer^  and  knowing  the  import- 
ance of  the  boats  joining  yoir without  the  smaU> 
est  delay,  I  weighed  without  it,  and  stood  over 
to  the  rock,  where,  for  the  first  time  since  oar 
separation  on  the  15th  May,  I  found  the  Joha 
Adams. 

I  should  h^ve  waited  on  the  General  of  Iforiae 
personally,  but  eonld  not  procure  pratique. 

I  proceeded  immediately  to  nKnintiog  mygrnn^ 
and  sailed  .from  Gibraltar  the  18  th  June. 

.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  J.  MAXWELL. 
Commodore  Rodcbrs. 

Consulate  OP  the  U.  S.,  IslandqfCuba: 

I,  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Consul  of  the  United  States 
for  the  said  island,  residing  at  the  city  of  Hava- 
na, do  hjereby  certify  that  the  documents  hereanto 
annexed,  marked  with  the  letters  AtoG  iocla- 
sive,  .and  stamped  with  my  Consnkr  seai^  are 
true  and  faithful  copies  of  the  ordinals  lodged 
and  recorded  in  my  .office,  having  been  by  me 
therewith  carefully  collated  and  compared. 
'  la  testimony  wiwreof^  t  haTe  ^aoBciiibed  my 
name  and  afQxed  the  seal  of  my  office  at  Havana 
aforesaid,  the  90th  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  «nd  five,  in  the  rear  of  the  iade- 
wmdence.of  the  United  Sutes  the  thirtiefiL 

HBIiRY  HILL,Jc. 
A. 
CoNStiLATE  OF  THE  TJ.  S.,  Island  qfOtba: 
'    By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  unto  all 
whom  the  same  doth,  shall,  or  may  eancern,  that, 
on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  m^  Heary 
Hill,  jr..  Consul  of  the  United  Sutes 'of  America 
for  the- Island  of  Cuba,  resident  at  Havana,  per- 
sonally came  and.  appeared  William  Cory,  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  master  of  the  hng 
Ann,  and  C^leb  Cory,  mate  of  said  brig,  who  be- 
ing severally  sworn  on  the  Holy  JSTancelisis  of 
Almighty  God.  did  solemnly  depose  ana  dedate, 
that  &ing  at  tne  port  of  Cavafias,  in  this  island, 
in  the  month  of  May  last,  where  they  were  load- 
ing said  vessel,  with  a  cargo  for  the  United  States, 
they  saw  lying  there  an  American  achooaer  called 
the  Betsey,  of  New  Bedford,  Uken  by  a  French 
privateer  called  the  Eugene,  coDnraanded  by  Cap- 
tain Joseph  Dumas,  some  time  previous,  and  sent 
into  port,  which  said  schooner  had  a  cargo  in, 
consisting  of  about  seventy-six  puncheons  of  nun 
and  seven  or  eight  barrels  of  sugar. 

That,  during  their  stay  there,  they*frcqneotly 
saw  the  people  beloagiag  to  aaid  priTatecr  taking 
out  the  cargo  of  the  aaid  captteed  aehooiier  and 
carrving  il  on  shore  and  selling  it. 

Tnat  the  said  privateersmen,  to  their  knowledge. 
took  out  the  whole  of  the  said  Teasel's  cmrgo.  m 
carried  it  on  shore,  where  it  was  sold.  ThGai  ii 
was  BO  tak^  out  and  carried  cm  ahore  in  opea 
day,  wkhoat  any  appcamnee  af  oppeaidoB  6«b 
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the  officers  of  the  said  port  of  Cavafias;  that,  af- 
ter the  said  prirateersmea  had  plundered  the 
whole  of  the  cargo  aforesaid,  aad  takea  it  from 
the  said  vessel,  and  all  her  valuable  rigging  and 
sails,  they  took  the  said  vessel  off  the  mouth  of 
the  said  harbor  of  Cavaflas  and  sunk  her. 

And  the  deponent,  Williaoi  Cory,  further  saith, 
that  the  said  privateersman  offered  to  sell  him 
rum  from  the  said  cargo  at  thirty  dollars  a  pun- 
cheon, which  this  deponent  refused  to  buy,  even 
at  that  low  price,  well  knowing  they  had  no  title 
to  it,  and  that  in  them  to  dispone  of  it  was  rob- 
bery and  piracy. 

That  he  was  informed  by  the  guard,^  which 
was  on  board  his  vessel,  that  .said  privateers  men 
had  bribed  the  principal  officer  of  said  port,  by 
giving  him  four  punchejpns  of  rum,  to  consent  to 
the  landing  and  sale  of  said  cargo;  and  further 
the  deponent  saith  not. 

WILLIAM  CORY, 
CALEB  CORY. 

In  testimopy  whereof,  I  havQ  hereunto' set  my 
hand  and  affixed  my  conMilar  seal  this  eighth  day 
•of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eij^ht  hundred  and  fivfi,  and  of  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  the  thirtieth, 

liENRY  HILL,Jr. 

B. 

CoNBULATB  OF  TBB  U.  S.,  Aland  of  Chi>d: 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  unto  all 
whom  the  same  sl\aU,  doth,  or  may  concern,  that 
I.  Henry  Hill,  ir.,  Consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  th^  island  of  Cuba,  resident  at  Ha- 
vana, do  hereby  certify,  that,'  on  the  day  of  the 
>date  hereof,  before  me  personally  came  and  ap- 
peared Jaco^  R.  Valk,  fate  master,  and  George 
Allcdck,late  mate  oT  and  belonging  to,  the  schoon- 
er Sea  Horse,  of  Charleston,  who,  on  their  sol- 
emn oaths,  which  they  then  took  before  me  upon 
the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God 'did^  sev- 
erally, solemnly  depose  and  declare,  tnat  they, 
the  deponents,  on  the  9th  day  of  June,  sailed  and 
departed  in  and  with  the  said  schooner  laden 
with  a  Cargo  of  flour  and  German  linens  from 
Charleston  aforesaid,  bound  on  a  voyagp  to  Span- 
ish America;  that  the. said  schooner  at  the  com- 
mencement thereof  was  tight,  staunch,  and  strong, 
^nd  in  every  respect  well  fitted,  furnished,  found, 
manned,  and  equipped,  for  the  due  performance 
of  the  said,  voyage,  with  variable  winds  and  wea- 
ther. 4nd  without  any  particular  occurrence  until 
the  ISth  day  of  July,  when  they  made  the.island 
^f  Blanea,  on  th^  14th,  the  Tortugas,  and  on  the 
next  day  arrived  off  Laguira.  That  thVy  lay  off 
and  on  Laguira  aforesaid^  until  the  20th  follow- 
ing; in  the  course  of  which  time  he,  the  depo- 
nent, Jacob  R.  Valk,  made  application  for  admit* 
tance  to  entry,  and  being  informed .  that  that  port 
as  well  as  others  on  that  coast  were  shut  against 
neutrals^  he  proceeded  agreeably  to  his  orders  and 
instructions  Cor  this  port  of  Havana.  'And  the 
-said  several  deponents  did  further  depose,  that  in 
j;)rooeeding  for  the  said  port  nothing  material  hap- 


Jened,  until  the  24th  following  of  said  montli  of 
uly,  when  being  off  the  island  of  Jamaica  thej 
were  brought  to  oy  Ilis  Britannic  Majesty's  armei 
schooner  Superior,  and  upon  bein^  examined  and 
found  to  be  neutral  were  politely  dismissed.  Thatt 
they  prosecuted  the  said  voyage,  making  the  beat 
of  their  way  for  this  said  port,  and  experieiiced 
nothing  remarkable  until  the  4th  of  Avgust  in- 
stant, when  doubling  Cape  San  Antonio,  vb^  tJbiis 
island  of  Cuba^  they  were  brought  to  by  aschooii- 
er  under  French  'colors,  and  boarded  by  an  officer 
and  four  men,  who  took  possession  pf  said  schoa&- 
er  Sea  Horse,  and  sent  the  deponent,  Jacob  SL 
Valk,  ilnd  two' of  his  crew^  on  board  the  saidfurl- 
vateer,  with  the  said  schooner's  papers.  That 
the  officer  pn  board  said  schooner  S^  Horse 
hailed  the  commander  of  said  privateer,  ^ad  said, 
that  as  Jie  knew  her  to  be  a  good  prize  he  would 
bring  her  to  {tnchor,  immediately  upon  which 
both  vessels  bore  away  for  Puerta  Fuera^  abonU 
four  leagues  from  Cape  Sap  Antonio. 

That  the  commander  of  said  privateer,  aided 
by  several  Spaniards  who  came  (^boaxd  her  in 
canoes  from  their  habitations  on  that  coast,  began 
rummaging  the  Sea.  Horse,  opening  the  hatcEea^ 
and  breaking  open  the  packages  and  cases  of  dry 
goods,  principally  consisting  of  Oerman  lineni, 
whilst  the  crew  o£  the  said  privateer  were  ooiv- 
tinually  passing  and  repassing  from  one  of  the 
said  vessels  to  the  other,  -and  most  of  them  in  a 
state  of  intoxication.. 

And  the  said  deponent,  Jacob  R.  Valk,  did  fur- 
ther depose,  that  being  detained  on  board  said 
privateer  from  the  4th  to  the  6th,  he  had  aaq>le 
opportunity  of  obsefving  and  examining  her,  and 
found  her  to  be  an  American  built  vessel,  having 
painted  on  her  stern,  Carolifie^  of  CharksUmj 
which  was  verv  visible,  notwithstanding  some 
bkek  paint  had  been  put  on  it  to  effitee  it,  which 
was  not  done  effecjtnaOljr.  That  she  wais  mounted 
with  one  carriage  gun,  and  one  swivd.  and  sop- 
plied  with  small  arms,  and  manned  witn  ten  men, 
and  two  negro  boys,  exclusive  of  the  captain,  ^ho 
said  his  name  was  .Paul,  atid  the  privateer  the 
Volante.  And  Che  said  aeponent  did  further  de- 
pose, (hat  the  said  Pau(  told  him  that  he  should 
be  sent  in  an  open  boat  to  Havana,  and  upon  hia 
answerioff  that  he  was  determined  to  remaia.witk 
his  vessel  wherever  she  went,  the  said  Paul  re- 
plied that  if  he  a^in  opened  his  inouth  he  "would 
set  him  ashore  in  the  woods,  and  leave  him  to 
perish.  And  the  said  several  deponents  did  fos- 
ther  dep'ose,  ihat  gn  the  same  evening-they  were 
all  embarked  in  an  open  boat,  under  the  conduct 
of  a  Spanish  fisherman,  to  go  to  a  plauce  about 
seventeeil  leagues  distant  called  Maatiia,  where 
they  received  theif  clothes,  which  had  been  pre* 
vlousl  V  taken  from  them. 

.And  the  caid  Jacob  R.  Valk  did  further  depoae, 
that  the  said  captain  of  said  privateer,  after  nav- 
ing '  robbed  and  plundered  aim  of  all  his  sei^ 
charts,  his  vessel's  and  his  own  private  papers, 
and .  also  his  perspective  glass  or  telescope,  and 
twenty-one  ounces  in  gold,  returned  him  six  of 
said  ounces  to  defray  his  expenses  to  this  said 
port.    And  the  said  seyeral  (feponents  did  seven- 
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nUy  further  depose  that  James  Richardson  and 
Jacob  Shoenaaker,  both  citizens  x>f  the  United 
States,  and  seamen  belonginc;  to  said  schooner 
Sea  Horse,  conducted  themselves  upon  the  cap- 
ture aforesaid  in  a  very /mutinous  manner,  and 
remained  with  their  own  voluntary  will  with  the 
said  privateer. 

And  {,  the  said  Consul,  do  further  certify,  that 
the  said  Jacob  R.  Valk  did,  upon  his  arrival  at 
Havana  aforesaid,  in  due^time  and  form^  note  and 
enter  with  me  his  protest  in  all  the  premises  afore- 
said, and  now  requires  of  me  to  extend  the  same 
and  make  this  public  act  t-hereof,  reserving  to 
himself  the  privilege  of  making  any  other  protest 
in  the  premises  as  occasion  may  reauire. 

Wherefore,  the  said  Jacob  R.  Valk  doth,  and  I, 
the  said  Consul,  at  his  request 'do,  by  these  pres- 
ents -most  publicly  and  solemnly  protest  as  well 
tffainst  the  Governor  at  Laguita  aforesaid,  and 
all  other  public  officers  whom  it  may  concern^  for 
the  refusal  of  admittance  to  entry  as  aforesaid  at 
thtft  port,  as  against  the  commander  and  officers 
and  crew  of  the  said  privateer  for  the  capture, 
and  detention,  and  robbery,  and  plunder  of- the 
said '  schooner  Sea  Horse,  and  her  cargo,  and 
against  all  and  every  person  and  persons.  whoiA 
it  shall  or  may  concern,  for  all  aamages,  costs, 
charges  and  expenses,  already  sufferied,  or  which 
shall  or  may  be  hereafter  suffered  and  sustained 
in  the  premised  on  account  thereof,  that  the. same 
ba  borne  by  those  to  whom  of  right  it  shall  ap- 
pertain, to  be  adjusted  ahd  ^recovered  in  time  and 
place  convenient . 

Dona  and  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 
JACOB  R.  VALK, 
"     GEORGE  ALLCOCK. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  thei^  names,  and  I,  the  said 
Consul,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal  this  twenty-nrst  day  of  Aufi^ust, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 


CoNauLATB  OFTBB  U.  S.,  Aland  of  Cuba: 

By  this  public  instrument  be  it  known  to  all 
whom  •  the  same  doth  or  may  concern,  that  I. 
Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Consul  of  the  United  Stales  or 
America  for  the  Island*  of  Cuba,  resident  at  Hd- 
vana.  do  hereby  certify,  that,  on  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof,  before  me  personally  came  and  ap- 
peared John  L.  Cranston,  late  master  of  the 
schooner  Caroline,  of  Charleston,  who,  being  by 
me  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God.  dia  solemnly  depose  ana  declare 
that,  on  the  12th  day  of  April  last,  h6  sailed  and 
departed  in  and  with  the  said  schooner  ftbm 
Charleston  aforesaid:  with  passengers,  bound  for 
St.  Thomas^  where  he  arrived  on  the  1st  day  of 
May  following ;  that  he  sailed  from  thence  on 
the  4th,  with  ballast,  bound  to  Laguira,  and  ar- 
rived off  the  said  port  on  the  10th,  and  continued 
laying  off  and  on  until  the  14th;  that  hi»  sails 


beinfi[  very  much  split,  and  the  vessel  otherwVie 
in  a  had  state,  and  not  being  able  to  obtain  per- 
mission to  enter  said  port,  he  determined  to  bear 
away  for  the  first  port  be  could  make,  and  on  the 
day  following  was  captured  by  His  Britaimic 
Majesty's  ship  of  war  Fortune,  Henry  Vansituit. 
commander,  who  took  out  him.  the  deponent,  and 
his  crew,  and  took  possession  oi  the  said  schooner, 
which  he  armed  as  a  tender  to  cruise  off  Cura^oa. 
That  on  the  2$tb  the  sai4  schooner  was  delivered 
up  to  him,  being  plundered  of  the  boat,  oars,  an- 
chors, stores,  d&c.  That  being  very  much  in  want 
qf  repairs  he  thought  it  most  prudent,  as  well  for 
the  preservation  of  the  said  vessel  and  their  own 
liVes,  as  to  procure  supplies,  whieh  they  likewise 
stood  very  much  in  need  of.  to  hear  away  for  Ja- 
maica ;'  and  on  the  29th  of  May  arrived  at  King- 
ston in  the  said  island,  where  he  in  due  form  made 
hisprotest. 

That  he  sailed  from  thence^after  hayiog  received 
the  necessary  repairs  and  supplies ;  and  having 
on  board  twenty  puncheons  of  rum,  the  property, 
as  he  verily  believes,  of  Andrew  Ker,  oi  Char- 
leston aforesaid,  a  citizeiTof  the  United  States,  on 
the  9th  July  followinff,  bound  for  Charleston 
aforesaid,  and  on  the  loth  was  boarded  by  a  fe- 
lucca pirate,  commanded  by  one  Paal  Cazafranca. 
who  toqk  from  him  all  the  vessel's  papers,  and  all 
his  letters,  dbc^and  abo  possession  of  said  schooner 
as  a  prize,  with  which  he  proceeded  to  Puerto 
Fuera,  about  four  leagues  from  Cape  Antonia 
where  he  came  to  anchor;  that  he  there  unloaded 
said  vessel,  and  supplied  the  fishermen  who  were 
there  with  some  of  the  rum  belonging  to  the  said 
-cargo.'  That  they  continued,  there  until  the  23d 
following,  when  he  se^t  the  said  schooner  with 
the  said  deponent  and  crew  to  Mantua  Pavola, 
where  she  arrived  on  the  same  day.  And  he,  the 
deponent,  with  said  crew,  remained  there  until 
the9tb  dav  of  Au|;ust,  instant,  without  clothes  or 
money,  all  of  which  and  everything  else,  except 
two  or  thfee  shirts,  they  were  robbed  of  by  the  said 
captors ;  that  he  there  procured  a  boat,  and  upon 
the  promise  of  paying  one  hundred  dollars,  was 
brought  to  this  port  of  Havana,  where  they  arrived 
on  the  14th  instant. 

-That  he,  the  deponent,  immediately  despatched 
a  memorial  to  h is  ESxcellency  theGoVernor,  stating 
the  circumstances,  and  praying  for  the  restoration 
of  said  vessel  and  cargo ;  to  which  said  memorial 
he  has  received'  no  reply,  and  is  of  6pinion  that 
the  same  will  be  taken  no  notice  of. 

And  on  this  same  day  also  personallv  appeared 
before  me,  Andrew  Ambre,  mate,  and  WiUianck 
Wood  and  John  Judson,  seamen,  late  of,  and  be- 
longing to,  said  8chooher,.who  being  by  me  seve- 
rally duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Kvangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  did  solemnly  depose,  that  all  and 
every  th%  matters  and  facts  relating  to  the  voyage- 
aforesaid,  and  the  capture  aforesaid,  are  in  every 
respect  true. 

And  the  said  deponent,  John  L.  Cranston,  did, 
upon  his  arrival,  in  due  time  and  form. note  and 
enter  with  me,  the^aid  Consul,  his  protest  in  the 

E remises,  and  now  requires.of  me  to  make  this  pub- 
c  act  thereof,  reserving  to  himself  the  privilege 
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of  further  eitending  the  same,  or  to  make  any 
other  in  the  premises,  as  occasion  may  require. 

Wherefore,  the  said  John  L.  Cranston  doth,  and 
I,  the  ^aid  Consul,  at  his  request,  do  hy  these  pres* 
eats  most  publicly  and  solemoiy  protest,  as  well 
against  the  seas,  gales  of  wind,  and  bad  weather, 
the  said  schooner  experienced  on  the  said  Toyage, 
as  against  the  commander,  officers,  and  crews  of 
the  said  ship  of  war  Fqrtune  and  felucca  pirate, 
for  the  captures,  plunder,  and  detention  aforesaid, 
and  for  alL  c^osts,  damages}  losses,  and  expenses 
already,  and  which  shall  or  may  be  hereafter,  sus- 
tained on  account  thereof  ^  to  the  end-  that  the 
same  be  borne  by  those  to  whom  of  right  it  shall 
belong  to  be  adjusted  and  recovered,  in  time  and 
place  couFenient. 
Done  and  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 

JOHN  L.  CRANSTON, 

ANDRETV  AMBREE,  hik  x  mark. 

WILLIAM  WOOD,  his  x  mark. 

JOHNJUDSON. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  their  names,  and  I,  the  said 
Consul,  have  hereunto*  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal,  this  ninteenth  day  of  Ausust, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousana  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United.  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 

Island  of  Cdba^^Havana:  . 

By  tjus  public  instrument  of  protest,  be  it  made 
Icnown  and  manifest  unto  all  whom  the  same 
doth,  shall,  or  may  coi^cern,  that,  ob  the  day  of 
the  xiale  hereof  before  me,  Henry  HilL  jr.,  Consul 
of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  island*  of 
Cuba,  resident  at  Havana,  personally  came  and 
appeared  John  Dade,  late  mate  of  the  brfg  Success 
of  New  York,  whereof  Nicholas  Brum  was  master,' 
John  Fuller  and  Jpsiah  Pelt,  late  seamen,  bdiong- 
iBg  to  said  brig,  JamesPerguson  and* John  Smith, 
late  passengers  in  said  brig,  who,  being  severally 
duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Ryangelists  ofAlmighty 
Gk>d.  did  solemnly  depose  <lnd  sayj  that  they  sailed 
fronoi  Kingston,  (Jamaica,)  on  .tl^e  6th  day  of  the 
presenjt  month  of  July  in  the  said  bri^  Success, 
boond  to  New  York,  (where  the  said  brig  is 
owned,)  with  a  cargo  en  board  consisting  of  lAy. 
puncheons  of  rum;  that  nothing  tnaterial  hap- 
pened them  untiUhe  12th  day  of  the  same  montn, 
when,  beinjf  in  sig|^>  of  Cape  Antonia,  (the  west 
end  of  the  island  of  Cuba,)  about  four  miles  dis-. 
tptnt,  thev  were  met  with,  and  the  sfiid  brig  was 
boarded  by  a  small  felucca  privateer  ander  Span- 
ish colors,  which  the^  deponents  understood  to  he 
the  Buena  Union,  Capuin .  Ulariago,  from  this 
port  c^  Havana;  (then  undev  the  command  of  the 
mate,  the  said  Captain  Ularia^  as  these  depo- 
nents understood,  being^inth^  city,)  who,  without 
any  examination  into  the  said  vessel's  papers, 
captored  her,  nut  a  prize  master  and  crew  on 
board,  and  took  the  whole  orew^  including  the 
aaid  Blaster  and  the  said  passengers,  (except  six 


Frenchmen,  who  were  passengers  in  said  brig,) 
on  board  the  said  privateer.  That  the  said  ma»- 
ter  of  the  said  brig  was  cruelly  flogfred,  beaten, 
and  otherwise  abu&ed  on  board  the  said  privateer, 
anft  was  then  sent  on  board  of  his  said  brig.  That 
these  deponents  were  also  cruelly  flogged  and 
beaten  on  board  the  said  privateer,  and  at  night 
thrown  into  the  hold  and  placed  in  irons,  where 
they  lays  without  having  any  sustenance,  uniAk 
the  day  following,  when  they  were  liberated  from^ 
the  irons  and  suffered  to  come  upon  deck. 

That  the'said  brjg  was  not  then  to  be  seen,  and 
these  deponents  were  told  by  the  privateersmen, 
that  they  had  sent  her  to  Cam  peachy.  That  the 
said  privateer  two  days  afterwards  came  to  anchor 
in  a  small  bay  near  said  cap&  when  these  depo- 
nents were  turned  ashore,  (after  being  rebbed  of 
manynrticles  of  their  personal  apparel,)  and  the 
mate  of  the  said  brig  of  his  books,  charts,  and 
quadrants,  without  any  sustenance  or  the  means 
of  obtaining  it ;  and  were  left  to  wander  in  an  in- 
hospitable part  of  the  island,  far  removed  from 
any  town  or  inhabitants,  and  to  support  their  Uvea, 
in  the  best  manner  they  could. 

That  being  desirous  <^  finding  some  toWFk  or  in- 
habitants, amouffit  whom  they  might  proeur^t  the: 
necessaries  of  life,  they  wander^  abut  a  day  ^ 
two,  and  at  length  came  to  a  small  village,  where 
they  were  taken  up  before  the  commandant  who 
eoaceived  them  to  be  Englishmen,  and  forinirded 
them  'to  this  place,  (Havana)  as  such ;  whither 
they  arrived  on  t^e  30th  insunt,  and  were  con- 
veyed first  to  the  guard-house,  and  afterwards  to 
the  cc^mon  prison  of  the  city,  where  they  remain- 
ed until  this  day,  when  they  were  liberated  by  or- 
der of  the.Gfovernor,  And  paid  to  the  jailer  seven- 
teien  dollars  and  a  hfilf  jail  fees. 

And  thereupon  the  said  several  deponents  did, 
in  behalf  of  the  said  masteI^  the  owners,  freight- 
ers, and  all  others  concerned  in  the  said  cargo,  re- 
quest of  me  to  make  their  protest  and  this  public 
act  thereof.  'Wherefore,  toe  said  deponents  do, 
and  I,  the  said  Consul,  at  their  request,  also  do  by 
these  presents,  most  publicly  and  solemnly  pio- 
test  as  well  a^inst  the  commander,  officers,  and 
crew  of  the  Miid  nrivateer  and  the  owners  thereof, 
as  against  all  and  every  other  person  and  persons 
whom  it  shall  or  may  concern,  for  the  ^capture 
and  detention  of  the  said  brig  and  cargo,  and  the 
subsequeiU  circumstances,  aad  for  all  costs,  dama- 
ges, charges,  and  expenses  attending  the  same,  to 
the  end  that  the  same  be  suffered  and  borne  by 
those  to  whom  of  right  it  shall  appertain,  to  be 
adjusted  and  recovered  in  time  and  place  conre- 
nient. 

Done  and  protested  at  Havana  aforesaid. 
JOHN  DADB, 
JOHN  FULLER, 
JOSIAH  PELT, 
JAMES  FERGUSON, 
JOHN  SMITH. 

In  testimony  whereof,  thetmid  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  tbeir  names,  and  the  said 
Consul  have  hereunto"  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
my  coasttlar  seal,  this  thirty-first  day  of  July,  A» 
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X>.  eighteen  handed  aad  fire,  aad  of  tbe  iikle- 
peodenee  of  the  United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 

•  E. 
l8iJkNi>  OF  CvBAr-Havana : 

By  thk  pubiie  iiwtvuaient  of  protest  be  it  made 
loiown  and  OMMiifest  onto  all  whpn  t^  same 
>sfaatt.  doth,  or  may  concern,  thfit,  on  the  day  of 
the  date  hereof,  before  tne.  Henry  Hill,  jr.,  Uob^ 
aolof  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  Island 
oi  Cttba,  resident  at  Havania,  personally  came  and 
«nnsared  Henry  Palmer,  master  of  the  brig  Jason, 
«r  Philadelphia,  who,  being  by  me  duly  sworn 
vipom  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did 
solennly  depose  and  declare  that,  on  the  7th  day 
of  April  last,' he  sailed  and  departed  in  and  with 
tka  said  brig,  laden  ^ith  a  cargo  of  salt^  earthe*^ 
mtre,  porter,  dry  good*,  dbc,  from  Liverpool,  in 
Bnffiapd,  and  bound  to  New  Orleiins,  consigned 
to  dinereiit  pervons  there,  and  to  the  best  of  hts 
kmowledge  and  belief,  the  property  of  ditizens  ^ 
the  United  States.  / 

That,  in  the  proseention  of  the  said  voyage, 
nmhiiif  material  hnpijened  nntfl  the  20di  day  of 
Jane,  when  beiog  in  sight  of  Cape  Antonio,  l6«r 
or  five  leagues  distant,  he  discovered  two  sail  at 
ab9Ut  two  o'elopk  in  tEe  afternoon,  which  ap- 
pearAl  in  ehase  of  his  ^aid  Tessel.  That  one  of 
tbafiM  cam*  up  with  hit  vessel  about  half  past  four 
VehMk,  when  she  hoisted  Bnglishcolois  and  fired 
two  guna,  on  wliioh  ke  hove  to.  and  waited  her 
aomiog  up  with  him.  .That,  after  hsviikg  come 
.within  hatl,  he  was  ordered  by  a  person;  on  board 
aaid  printt^ef  to  eome  Oa  board  wttk  his  papers, 
whicn  he  did ;  after '^thb  deponent  was  on  board 
the  said  privateer,  the  English  colon,  were  taken 
down  and  Spanish  hoist^;  and. this  deponent 
.understood  the  said  privateer  to  be'caUed  the  Bo- 
ena  Union,  commanded  by  Jos6  Antonio  Ulaii- 
ago;  the  captain  of  which  immediately  after  or- 
dered the  people  of  this  deponent  oat  of  the  boat, 
jAd  sent  tour  men  in  his  said  boat  on  board  his 
aaid  brig,  and  detained  this  deponent,  wfth  two 
men  who  had  come  with  him,  oii  board  sMd  pri- 
yateer. 

That,  after  the  peo]^  had  oot  on  board  said 
vessel,  some  eonversatioa  passed  between  the  cap- 
tain of  the  privateer  Jind  the  people  he  had  sent 
on  board  the  brig;  and  in^taediately  after  they 
altered  the  course  of  his  said  brig,  and  stood  in 
towards  the  Island  of  Cuba ;  soon  after,4he  other 
vessel  which  was  iir  aight  eame  up,  which  he,  the 
deponent,  understood  was  the  *French  Privateer 
Napoleon,  commanded  by  one  Pierre  Linnet, 
which  also  changed  her  course,  and  istood  in  to- 
wards said  island,  in  company  with  said  Span- 
ish privateer  and  the  deponent's  brig.  That,  on 
the  same  day,  at  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  the 
three  vessels  aforesaid  came  to  anchor  near  Cape 
Antonio,  where  the  best  bower-auchor  was  lost, 
and  a  part  of  the  oabld  belonging  to  said  brig,  and 
where  was  also  lying  at  anchor  a  small'  felucca 
French  privateer.  The  morning  following,  the 
Slst  ultimo^  the  privateersmen  .proceeded  with 


his  said  brig  to  a  small  bay,  where  there  are  a 
number  of  sipall  islands,  about  six  leagues  from 
where  the  said  brig  had  been  anchored^  and  the 
said  privateers  accompanied  her.  In  which  bay 
the  said  brig  was  broi^ght  to  ane.hor.  where  also 
the  said  privateers  came  to  anchor.  Tnat,  amoagi< 
these  islands,  there  was  lying  an  American  schooa*' 
er.  called  the  Mary  of  Camden,  which  'bad  been 
taken  some  time  (vevkms  by  the  small  felucca 
aforesaid,  which  accompanied  the'other  privatten 
from  Cane  Antonio.  • 

That  tnis  deponent  was  suffered,  in  the  eveniar 
after  coming  to  anchor,. to  go  on  board  his  said 
ressel,  wh«re  he  discovered  that  all  his  papets,  of 
every  description,  as  well  as  those  relating  to  the 
vessel  as  to  the  cargo,  and  his  owa  private  papem 
were  tfikea;  and  thKt  tbe  privateenmea  had 
^broken  into  tike  hold  of  his  ressel,  and  taken  out 
of  a  cask,« which  they  had  b'rok^a  open,  a  number 
of  bottles  of  porter  which  belonred  to  the  cargo 
of  said  Vessel;  that  two.  days  after  their  arrival 
at  said  bay,  to  wit,,  on  the  236^  the  privateersmen 
opened  the  hatches  of.  his  said  vessd,  and  took 
several  packages  of  dry  goods  upon  deck,  when 
they  descried  a  sail  in  th^  o&og,  on  which  the 
goods  were  put  below,  and  the  hatches  shut,  and 
tbe  said  three  privateersmen'  went  out  in  pursuit 
of  said  sail,  but  soon  after  returned;  that,  on  the 
day  following,  the  24th,  the. privateersmen  agam 
opened  the  hatches  of  his  said  v^el,  and  took 
out  all  the  dry  goods,  beings  about  thirty-two  pack- 
ages ;  also,  one  cask,  containing  twenty  baffs  of 
shot,  and  also  a  number  of  casks  of  i>orter,  which 
they  sent  on  board  the- different' privateers,  aad 
also  put  on  board  the  flrench  privateer  Napoleon 
all  the  drv  goods  ahd  the  said  cask  of  shot,  and 
nineteen  nuf-barrels  of  f  alt,  atod  likewise  robbed 
and  plundered  the  said  vessel  o£  a  considerabk 
quantity  of  her  rigging,  furniture,  and  apparel. 

And  the  said  deponent  doth  further  depose  and 
say,«that  they  put,  ate  board  the  said  schooner 
.Mary  twenty  casks  of  porter,  soma  clBtes  of  earth- 
enware, and  other  articles^  • 

That,  on  the  28th,  the  said  brig,  was  got  under 
way,  with  a  prizemaster  on  board  from  the  said 
Spanish  priv^hteer,  and'  eight  men  to  her  abo  be- 
longing, together  with  this  depoMnt^aAd  thrae  of 
his  men,  the  n^te  having  been  put  on  board  of 
the  privaUerj  with  three  okhti^  of  the  crew  of  tke 
said  brig;  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  informed 
they -were  coming,  with  said  brig  to  Havana,  bat 
afjter  conung  to  anchor  at  varioas  places  on. tlie 
coast,  at  several  el  which  a  <}uantity  of  poKer  and 
salt  was  taken  out  of  said  bng  aad  given  to  differ- 
ent people  on  the  coast;  and,  on  the  9th  instant, 
they  came  to  ancboc  with  wid  brig  ia  the  hailior 
ofuavafias.   * 

That,  the  day  following,  thisd^onentdeauuided 
leave  to  go  on  shore  in  order  to  make  his  sttaatioii 
known  to  the  commandaiil,  but  was  refused,  and 
kept  prisoner  on  board  his  said  vessel  until  Sun- 
day, the  15th,  when  he  was  taken  but  witii  one 
of  his  men  and  put  on  board  a  smaU  open  boat,  in 
wbioh  also,  embarked  the  prisemaster  and  four 
men  belonging  to  the  said  privateer,  and  was  in- 
foTmed  by  the  pctzemastier  they  were  eoming  to 
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this  fott ;  that,  on  th«  day  failowtiig,  tbey  arriyed 
at  this  said  port,  and  this  depctneat  was  forcibly 
taken  to  the  ^rnaid-^oase,  and  not  permitted  to 
have  any  commmucaitioQ  with  any.perfon;  and 
was  so  kept  in  prison- until  the  next  day  about 
ten  o'elock,  when  he  was  taken  to  the  marine 
office  and  qaestioned  ^lative  to  his  capture^  and 
was  there  sec  at  liberty ;  that  h^  the  deponent, 
freqoBBtly  deflaan^fd  his  papers  of.  the  said  pri- 
▼ateevsmen,  wliieh  eonsisted  of  the  ^papers  of  the 
said  brig,  inToiets,  and  bills  of  lading  of  .cajig|D, 
about  two  hundred  and  twei^ty  lettets^  and  va- 
fioos  other  papeirs,  but  was  uniliwn^ly  refused 
them. 

And  on  this  same  day,  befbre  me  .also  person- 
aliy  appeared  Nathaniel  Houston,  chiisf  mate,  late 
of,  a;id  belonf^tig  to,  the  laid  brig  Jason,  who, 
being  by  me  dtily  sworn  npon  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists of  Almighty  Ood,  did  solemnly  depose  and 
declare,  that  all  and  singulhr  thematier9  and  ikcts 
before  stated  and  set  forth,  tire  in  erery  respe^st 
true. 

Whereupon,  the  said  Henry  Palmer  doth,  and 
I,  at  his  request^  do  most  pablicly  and*  solemnly* 
protest,  as  well  against  the  commanders,  officers, 
crews,  and  owners^  of  the  said  Spanish  and  French 
privateers,  as  against  all  and  ererv  other  person 
and  persons  whom  the  same  shall  or  may[  con- 
cern^ for  the  unlawful  capture  and  detention  of 
the  said  brig  whilst  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful 
voyage,  and  the. depredations,  robbery,  and  plun- 
der, committed  Upon  'the  said  vessel,  her  ringing, 
furniture,  and  cargo^  and  for  all  damages,  Tteses, 
costs,  and  expenses^  which  shall  ot  may  be  sus- 
tained in  the  premises  on  account  thereof.  And 
the  said'  Henry  Palmer- doth  hefeby  reserve  to 
himself  the  privilege '  of  making  an jr  other,  or 
additional  protest,  as  need  and  occasion  may  re- 
quire.     .    . 

This  done  and  protested  at  Havana,  a?  afore- 

^*  '  HENRY  PALWtEH,  ' 

'      NATH.  HOUSTOJ?. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  'and  affixed  my  consular  seal,  this  SQth  day 
of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  ana  five,  and  of  the  independence 
brthe  United  States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr.    • 


CoNflOLATB  ov  fan  U.  B^  JaUmd  0f  Qviha : 

By  this  public  iaslmnient  of  protest,  beit  known 
unto  all  whom  the  same  shaU,  doth,  oc  may  con- 
eeni,  tha^,  o^  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  pietson- 
ftlly  appeared  before  me  Jacob  Psiddrfck,  a  citi- 
asen  or  the  United  Statee,  bom  in  .the  connty  of 
Camden,  State  of  North  Carolina,  late  mate  of 
the  sehooner  Maty  of  Camdes,  aforesaid,  Stephen 
Charles,  master  i  also,  John  Davis  and  Jeremta^ 
Graves,  both  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
late  mariners  on  board  of. said  sehooner ;  who,  be- 
ing aerrenttyMy  swetn  on  the  Holy  fivang dists 


of  Almighty  Qod^  did  depose  and  say,  that  tkey 
sailed  from  Jamaica  on  board  of  said  schpone^ 
boaad  for  Chaileston,  South  Carolina ;  and  that 
while  lawfully  and  peaceably  pursuing  their  said 
voyage  on  board  said  vesset  with  a  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  thirty  puncheons  of  rum  and  five  hogs- 
heads of  molasses,  the  property  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States^  they^  together  with  said  vessel  and 
cargo,  on  the  22a  of  May,  aforesaid,  were  cap- 
tured by  a  felucca  privateer,  under  French  colors, 
one  Paul,  commander,  who  took  possession  of  said 
vessel  and  cargo,  and  brought  her  to  *an, anchor 
the  same  day,  near  Cape  Antonio;  that  the  afore- 
said  Stephen  Charles,  master  uf  said  schooner 
Mary,  was  forcibly  taaen  oat  of  his  said  vessel, 
and  [Hit  on  beard  of  an  American  vessel  bound  to 
Charleston ;  that  these  deponents,  after  remaining 
six  pr  seven  daya  on  boaid  said  sehooner,  during 
which  time  she  continued  at  andkor,  were  foroibly 
taken  out  of  ^td  vessel,  and  put  on  shore  atCaM 
Antonio^  with  oat  any  sostenance  or  means  of  oo- 
tainiDg  it,  add  told  to  stay  there  and  die,  or  so 
where  they  pleased ;  that  they  found  several  fiA- 
ermen  near  the  place  aforesaid,  who^  pitving  their 
distressed  situation,  hospitably  supplied  them  with 
provisions  daring  six  or  seven  days  ;  at  the  expi- 
ration of  which  time, '  Anselmo  Henrique,  wtKO 
had  a  canoe,  and  ^as  j&ihing  on  the  ooast,  was 
prevailed  upon,  at  the  insianee  of  these  deponents, 
to  bring  th^m  to  this  city  of  Havana,  on  condi- 
tion '  ot  their  giving  him  their  elotbing,  which 
they,  these  deponents,  were  obliged  to  do;  that 
the  said  Anselmo  Henrique,  having  received  thok 
clothing,  todc  them  on  .board  his  canoe,  and  pro- 
ceeded ^wilh  them  on  their  way  hithcor,  as  far  » 
the  port  of  Cavafiaa;  the  commandant  of  wliieh 
port  yroiidd  not  sufier  them  to  pfOcared  further 
m  said"  caQoe^  dedariag  them  to  be  EoglisJi- 
men  and  spies,  and  plao»l  them  in  the  stoeksuB 
prisoners,  and  kept  them  there  about  fourteen 
nonrs,  wn/en  they  were  liberated  andeoffilred  to 
proceed' to  this  place  by  land,  with  the  said  An- 
selmo HenriqcM,  where  they  arrived  this  day.  - 

And  thereupbn -thb  said  deponentSf  in  behalf  o^ 
themselves,  the'  said  Stephen  Charles,  and  all 
others  concerned  in  said  schooner  and  c&rgo,  do, 
by  these  presents,  most  publicly  and  solemnly 
protest,  and  require  "of  me  to  protest.  Wherefore, 
at  the  request  aforesaid,  I,  the  said  Consul,  do 
protest,  ais  well  against  th^  Commander,  officers, 
and  crew,  of  the  said  felucca  privateer,  (tlie  nanre 
of  which  is  jit  present  unknown.)  Paul,  command- 
er, and  all  others  whom  it  mav  concern,  Anr  the 
il(egal  capture  of  the  said  schooner  Mary  and 
cargo,  ana  the  treatment  of  the  said  master,  Ste- 
phen Uharles,and  ^ey,  the  said  several  deponents, 
experienced  as  aforesaic^  the  dangers  and  hard- 
ships they  encountered  in  consequence  thereof, 
and  for  all  damages,  losses,  costs,  and  charges,  at- 
tending the  saiiie. 

This  done  'and  protested  at. the  said  city  pf 
Havana* 

JACOB  PAIDDBICK, 
JOHN  DAVIS, 
gSRfiMlAH  GRAVBa 
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Id  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponc;nts  hare 
hereunto  suhsctibed  their  names,  and  I,  the  said 
Consul,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed 
my  consular  seal,  the  14th.  day  of  June,  in  the 

Sear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ve,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
the  twenty-ninth. 

HENRY  HILL,  Jr. 


G. 

Declaration  of  John  Evans,  master  of  the  ship  Eliza,  of 
Norfolk,  and  of  Charles  Simmons,  Jan.,  and  Edward 
Lowne,  seamen  belonging  to  said  ship. 


Before  me,  Henry  Hill,  jr., 
"the 


J  CoBsul  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  for  tlie  island  of  Cuba,  res- 
ident at  Havana,  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
personally  came  and  appeared  John  Evans,  mas- 
ter of  the  ship  Eliza,  of  Norfolk,  and  Charles  Sim* 
mons,  jun.,Hind  Edward  Lowrit,  seamen  belong- 
ing to  said  ship,  who,  being  by  me  severally  duly 
sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almirhty 
God,  did  depose  and  say,  and  first  the  said  John 
Evans: 

That  he  sailed  from  Norfolk  in  the  said  ship  on 
or  about  the  12th  daj  of  October  last  with  a  car- 
ffo  on  board,  consisting  of  staves  and  provisions, 
bonnd  for  Kingston,  Jamaica,  the  said  cargo  being 
the  sole  property  of  Conway  and  Forlescue  Whit- 
tle, merchants  of  Norfolk,  and  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes;  that  he  arrived  in  and  with  said  ship 
en  or  about  the  5th  day  of  November  following, 
when  the  said  cargo  was  sold  for  account  of  the 
•aid  Bifessrs.  Conway  and  Fortescue  Whittle; 
that  from  Kingston  he  proceeded  in  and  with  said 
diip  to  Anotta  bav,  on  the  north  side  said  island 
of  Jamaica,  for  tne  purpose  of  loading'  his  said 
•hip  with  a  cargo,  wLere  he  actually  purchased 
and  loaded  on  board  sftid  ship,  a  cargo^  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  puncheons  of 
mm,  foi  the  sole  account  ^na  risk  ofthe  aforesaid 
Messrs.  Conway  and  Fortescue  Whittle ;  that  he 
•ailed  thence  in  and  with  siud  ship  with  said  car- 
go, on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  March  following, 
bound  to  Norfolk  aforesaid,  with  all  the  necessary 
and  usual  documents  on  boardj  to  prove  the  said 
ship  and  cargo  bona  fide  American  property,  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  that  on 
the  27th  day  of  same  mofith,  while  peaceably  and 
lawfully  navigating  his  said  ship  for  the  port  of 
Norfolk  aforesaid,^ then  betoff  in  sight  of  the  Isl^ 
of  Pines,  on  the  south  side  61  this  island  of  Cuba, 
he  was  met  with,  boarded,  and  unlawfully  cap- 
tured by  a  privateer  under  French,  colors,  called 
the  Vigilant,  commanded  b>;  one  Amado  Dejan, 
as  he  uqder^tood,  who  forcibly  and  unlawfully 
deprived  this  deponent  of  the  possession  of  his 
•aid  ship  and  cargo,  and  placed  a  prizemaster  and 
men  on  board  thereof,  from  the  said  privateer, 
and  with  force- and  violence  took  this  deponent 
out  of  his  said  ship,  together  with  Onis  6anion, 
first  mate,  and  Richard  Thomas,  seoopd  mate 
thereof,  and  six  of  the  seameit  of  his  said  ship, 
and  landed  them  on  the  west  end  of  said  Isle  of 
Pin»,  with  only  one  day's  provisions,  and  with- 
out the  means  of  pcocuring  further  sustenance; 


that  this  deponent,  with  his  said  mates  and  crew, 
remained  at  said  port  of  said  island,  which  is  en- 
tirely uninhabited,  about  two  weeks,  and  sup- 
ported themselves  on  fish  which  they  caught, 
there  being  no  other  food  or  sustenance  to  be  pro- 
cured; at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  that  he, 
with  his  said  mates  and  crew,  took  passage  in  a 
Spanish  vessel,  which  casually  touched  there, 
jind  were  transported  to  the  east  end  of  said  island 
of  Pines,  where  there  aresome  inhabitants,  whence 
this  deponent,  with  his  said  males  and  crew,  after 
remaining  four  or  five  days,  took  wsage  in  a 
Spanish  vessel,  and  proceeded  to  Baubaoo,  in 
this  island  of.  Cuba,  whence  they  proceeded  by 
land  to  the  city  of  Havana;  that,  after  beio^  some 
days  in  this  city,  this  deponent  heard  his  said  ship 
had  been  taken  into  Batabano,  and  soon  after  saw 
the  prizemaster  here  who  was  put  on  hoard  his 
said  ^hip.  who  gave  to  this  deponent  the  following 
papers  of,  said  ship,  declaring,  at  the  same  time, 
that. he  considered  the  said  ship  and  cargo  Ameri- 
can property;  that  the  captain  of  said  privateer 
had  absconded  and  left  him  without  support,  and 
that  he  had  no  idea  of  pursuing  her  as  a  lawful 
prize,  and  had  abandoned  her;  that  the  papers 
which  were  ddivered  to  this  deponent  were  the 
following;  1st,  the  Mediterranean  pass  of  said 
ship;  2d,  sea-letter;  3d,  clearance  from  Norfolk^ 
4th,  articles  of  agreement  between  master  and 
mariners  6f  said  ship;  5th,  certified  Jisi  9f  crew; 
6th  bill  of  health,  &c.;  7th,  ship's  log  book.  That 
the  said  ship  had  a  register  and  certificates  of 
property  of  cargo,  bills  of  lading,  invoices,  Ac^  at 
the  time  qf  capture,  which  were  taken  from  him, 
and  which  were  i^ot  delivered  up  with  the  otker 

Kpers,  and  which  this  ^deponent  understood,  and 
s  reason  to  bdieve,  were  unlawfully  and  wan- 
tonlrdestrpyed;  that  thia  deponent,  after  ascer- 
taining that  his  said  ship  was  in  Batabano  afore- 
said, and  after  receiving  the  said  papers,  did,  on 
on  the  7th  day  of  May  last,  present  to  his  exeel- 
iency  the  Marquis  of.SQmeruelos,  Captain  Gea- 
eral  of  said  island' of  Cuba,  a  memorial,  wherein 
he  stated  the  capture  of  the  said  ship,  and  prayed 
that  she  migbt  be  restored  to  the  rightful  owners, 
from  whom  she  ,had  been  unlawfully  captured; 
that,  not  having  any  replf  to  his  memorial,  he, 
shortly  after,  again  memorialized  his  Excellency, 
praying  that  he  would  order  his  ship  to  be  restored ; 
that  not  having  any  reply  to  this,  his  second  me- 
morial, and  understanding  that  a  part  of  his  crew 
who  were  suffered  to  remain  on  board  at  the  time 
of  capture,  were  detained  as  prisoners  on  board  in 
the  said  port  of  Batabano,  and  were  suffering  for 
the  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  that  the 
Frenchmen  who  remained  on  board,and  the  Span- 
iards from  /shore,  were  daily  plundering  from  his 
said  ship  and  cargo,  and  wishing  to  know  the  state 
thereof,  and  to  grant  some  relief  to  his  crew,  he 
proceeded  to  Batabano  wi.thour  a  passport,  (the 
CapUtn  General  having;  refused  him  one,)  with 
intent  toffoon  board -his  said  ship,  and  was  or- 
dered bv  nim  immediately  to  return  to  this  city, 
or  that  he  would  send  him  hack  prisoner  under  a 
guard  of  soldiers,  wherefore  this-  deponent  was 
obliged  to  return;  that,  ob  the  14th  day  of  Junei 


1178 


APPENDIX 


1174 


RdatioM  with  .Spain. 


he  again  memorialized  his  Excellency,  presenting 
therewith  all  the  papers  of  the  aforesard  ship,  de- 
livered op  to  h'lta  hy  the  prizemaster  aforesaid, 
(except  the  sea-letter,  which  was  presented  with 
his  first  memorial,)  in  conseqdence  of  which,  on 
the  day  following,  a  decree  was  given,  ordering 
his  said  ship  and  cargo  to  h9  restored  and  deliv- 
ered him,  and' a  passport  granted  for  hiip  to  pro- 
ceed to  Batahano  and  take  possession  thereof. 

That  for.-this  purpose  he  proceeded  to  Batabano, 
and  on  his  arrival  there,  the  24th  of  Jiine,  he  pre- 
sented his  passport  and  order  to  the  commandant 
there,  who  sent  with  him  an  officer  and  two  sol- 
diers to  execute  the  said  order  antl  give  himpos- 
session  of  his  said  ship.  That  accordinp;]y^  on  the 
35th  day  of  June,  he  received  possession  of  his 
said  ship,  and  on  examination. thereof,  and  of  her 
cargo,  there  was  a  deficiency  of  the. following 
articles^  which  had  heen  plunciered  from  her  sinde 
the  capture  aforesaid,  to  wit :  two  boats,  a  string 
cable,  three  anchors,  two  new  top-sails,  a' new 
foresail,  four  studding  saib,  two  royals,  several 
spars,  all  her  spate  running-rigging,  all  her  cabin 
furniture  and  water  caslu,  besides  blocks,  and 
many  other  small  articles,  and  from  her  carie^o, 
ninety-six  whole  puncheons  of  rum,  there  being 
only  eighty-three  remaining  on  board,  and  many 
of  these  wanting  from  ten  to  fifty  gallons,  so  that 
this  deponent  conceives  that  the  contents  of  the 
said  eighty-three  puncheons  would  not  more  than 
fill  sixty. 

That  an  account  was  presented  to  him  at  Bata- 
bano,'aeainst  said  ship,  of  upwards  of  nine  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  various  articles  wJiich  had  been 
taken  up  upon  the  credit  of  the  said  shif)  by  {he 
Frenchman  who  captured  her,  which  this  depo- 
nent was  obliged  to  satisfy  before  he  was  suffered 
to  depart  with  liis  said  ship.  That  on  the  12th 
day  of  July  instant,  he  departed  in  and  with  the 
said  ship  from  the  bay  of  Batabano,  and  arrived  at 
this  port  of  Havana  on  the  26th  day  of  July  in- 
stant, without,  any  material  accident  happening, 
and  came  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  jiajrbor,' 
not  being  permitted  to  come  on  with  said  ship  (or 
the  purpose  of  supplying  himself  with  the- neces- 
sary stores,  cables,  dbc.,  to  proceed  on.  his  voyage 
to  Norfolk,  aforesaid,  whither  he  is  bound. 

And  the  aforesaid  Charles  H.  Simmoqs  and 
Eld  ward  Lowrie,  depose  and  declare' that. all  and 
every  the  matters  and  things  set  forth  and  declared 
by  the  said  John  Evans  in  the  preceding  declara- 
tion, relating  to  the  capture  of  (he  said  ship,  and 
the  deficiency  therein  stated  of  her  cargo,  apparel, , 
fumitnre,  dbc.,are,  to  their  knowledge,  just  and  true. 

That  they  Were  detained  on  board  said  sbip 
after  the  capture,  and  held  prisoners  on  board, 
frequency  wanting  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  un- 
til she  was  siven  up  to  the  said  Captain  Evans, 
aa  slated  in  nis  declaration.   > 

That  before  the  said  sbip  was  taken  into  Bata^ 
banc,  she  was  brought  to  anchor  by  the  said  pri- 
Tateersmen  upon  the  coast  of  Cuba,  about  ten 
leagues  to  the  west  end  of  the  said  port  of  Bata- 
bano, where  they  took  from  her  «argo  a  number 
of  puncheons  of  ram^  and  put  them  on  board  of 
m  sebooner. 


That  the  said  ship  was  again  brought  to  anchor 
before  her  arrival  at  Batabano,  about  one  league 
from  the  port,  where  the  said  privateersmen  also 
took  from  her  cargo  a  nnmber  of  puncheons  of 
rum,  and  put  them  on  board  a  Spanish  sloop,  which 
these  deponents  understood  belonged  to  the  King's 
pilot  at  Batabano,  who  assisted  the  said  privateers- 
men in  the  robbery. 

That  on  the  said  ship's  arrival  at  Batabano,  a 
number  of  puncheons  ofrum  were  then  taken  out 
of  said  ship,  and  carried  on  shore  by  the  said  pri- 
vateersmen, assisted  by  some  Spaniards  on  shore, 


who,  during  the  said  ship's  remaining  there^  night 
after  night,  smuggled  on  shore  from  the  said  ship 
quantities  of  rum,  which  they  drew  from  the  pun- 
cheons on  board  into  small  xe^.  That' the  said 
Frenchmen  and  Spaniards  daily  plundered  the 
ngging  and  furniture  of  said  ship  and  were  very 
abusive  and  gave  ifluch  ill  treatment  to  ihese 
deponents. 

JOHN  EVANS, 
CHAS.  H.  SIMMONS,  Jr. 
EDWARD  LOWRIE. 
And  the  said  John  Evans  having  applied  to  me, 
the  said  Consul,  to  make  his  protest  m  the  prem- 
ises, I  have  mnted  this  public  certificate  thereof, 
to  serve  and  avail  him,  and  all,  in  the  premises 
aforesaid,  as  occasion  may  require. 
•  -Wherefore,  the  said  John  Evans,  in  behalf  of 
himselfj  the  irei^hters,  owners,  and  all  others  con* 
cemed  in  the  said  vessel  and  cargo,  doth,  and  I, 
the  said  Consul,  at  his  desire,  do,  by  taese  presents, 
protest,,  as  well  against  the  commander,  officers, 
and  creW,  of  the  aforementioned  privateer,  as 
agaiAs't  every  person  and  persons  concerned  there- 
in, for  the  capture  of  the  said'  vessel,  and  the  rob- 
bery and  pluqder  committed  upon  the  said  vessel 
and  cargo,  for  all  damas^es  losses,  costs,  and  ex- 
penses'already  sustained,  or  whicn  shaU  or  may 
hereafter  be  sustained,  suffered  and  incurred  in  the 
premises  on  account  tnereof. 

Done  and  protested  id  the  city  of  Havana,  agree- 
ably to  mercahtile  laws  in  such  cases  used  aad 
approved  of. 

in  testimony  whereof,  the  said  deponents  have 
hereunto  subscribed  their  names,  aad  I,  the  said 
consul,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  afiized 
my  consular  seal,  this  second  day  of  August,  in 
th6  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  five,"^  and  o(  the  independence  or  the  United 
States  the  thirtieth. 

HENRT  HILL,  Jr. 


St.  Juan,  (Porto  Ricq,) 

September  12, 1805. 
Sir:  When  depredations  on  neutraj. property 
by  Powers  at  war  becomes  the  order  of  the  day, 
when  no  respect  is  paid  to  ezistmg  treaties,  I  con- 
ceive it  a  duty  incumbent  on  every  individual  to 
note  every  such  infringement,  and  to  give  advice 
of  it  to  the  Executive  of  that  Government  to 
which  he  belongs. 

As  f  am  unaccustomed  to  a  forensic  style,  I 

shall  simply  relate  my  own  case,  and  whatever 

I  has  come  under  my  immediate  observation  during 
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my  short  Stay  in  this  island.    I  left  Norfolk  on 
the  first  of  June  last  ip  the  brig  Catharine,  bound 
for  the  island  of  Antigua,  laden  with  a  cargo  of 
provisions  and  lumber,  where' I  artved,  and  sold 
said  cargo.    I  left  Antigua  on  the  29th  of  July, 
with  a  return  cargo,  bound  back  to  Norfolk;  on' 
the  4th  August,  in  latitude  23  deg.  10  min.  nortii, 
longitude  65  deg.  west^as  captured  by  the  Frtach 
brig  called  Gi^eral  Blanshot,  John  Baptiste  de 
Bruo,  commander,  and  sent  into  one  of  the  ports 
at  the  west  end  of  this  island.    The  privateer 
pluudered  me  of  my  stores  and  ship's  provisions 
and  part  of  the  cargo.    The  vessel  was  immedi- 
ately stripped  of  her  sails  and  rigging  and  sent 
ashore ;  my  people  taken  ouL  put  on  board  of  an- 
other vessel,  and  sent  out  of  the  island.    Under 
these  circumstances  I  came  to  the  city  and  ap- 
plied to  the  Governor,  requesting  his  interference ; 
stating  to  him  that  my  papers  were  perlectlv  res- 
ular,  and  that  my  capture  was  of  course  illegal; 
and  I  likewise  requested  hin  to  order  security  to 
be  given  for  the  amount  of  my  brig  and  car^o,  as 
the  agent  of  the  said  privateer  was  a  resident 
merchant  of  this  city.    But  all  my  representation 
has  been  to  no  effect :  he  has  aleolutely  refused 
to  take  cognizance  of  m v  business.     My.  papers 
remain  in  the  hands  of  Nir.  Daubon,  th^  agent  of 
the  captors.    I  may  be  detained  here  many  months 
to  come,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo -exposed  to  a 
total  loss.    My  trial,  if.  any  I  am  to  nave,  must 
be,  by  the  determination  of  this  Qovernment, 
either  at  Martiniqueor  Gkiadaloupe ;  t^us,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  this  island  may  become 
the  asyluin  of  pirate?  and  robbers.  No  pretence  has 
been  ffiven  for  my^  capture ;  as  I  came  from  an 
Englisn  island  I  might  have  English  property  on 
board.    At  the  time  of  my  capture,  my  cabin  boy 
was  carried  on  board  the  privateer  and  put  in 
irons,  threatened  with  severe  chastisement  unless 
he  would  declare  that  specie  was  deposited  in 
some  part  of  the  vessel    This  attempt  proving 
fruitless,  I  now  (in  all  probability)  must  be  the 
victim  of  measures  dictated  by  men  without  prin- 
ciples of  honesty  or  honor.    Thus  far  as  relates 
to  myself.    I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  of  relating 
to  you  same  other  particulars  that  have  come  un^ 
der  my  observAtion.    At  my  arrival  at  the  port 
of  my  entry  on  the  "west  end  of  theisland,  I  found 
at  anchor  the  brig  Susanna,  of  Portland,  Maine, 
the  cantaio^s  name  I  do  not  recollect ;  said  hrif 
arrived  the  day  before  and  prize  to  the  same  pri- 
vateer ;  she  was  from  Portland  bound  to  Jamaica, 
and  was  taken  on  her  outward  bound  passage, 
withacarffo  of  fish  and  lumber;  said  brig  was 
immediately,  unloaded  and  ballasted  with  sand, 
and,  without  mgre  ceremony,  the  captain  and 
crew  of  said  vessel  were  shipped  oS,  with  a  very 
scanty  supply  of  provisions,  and  left  to  search  for 
the  first  port  they  could  make.    On  the  4th  in- 
stant, arrived  the  brig  Polly,  of  Tiverton,  Rhode 
Island,  Captain  Trip ;  and  on  the  5th  ins^nt,  the 
schooner.  Mary  Ann,  of  Boston,  Captain  Anthotiy, 
and  bound  to  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  loaded  with 
cattle  and  horses,  and  provisions  on  the  deck. 
They  are  prizes  to  a  Spanish  xebeck,from  Cadiz, 
bound  to  Vera  Cruz.    The  ca^^taias  live  stUi  e* 


board  with  their  crews,  and  may  reiaaia  sote 
many  days  to  come;  while  the  captor  and  his 
agent  are  prosecuting-  every  Pleasure  to  effisct  the 
condenmation  of  said  vtesels  as  lawful  prizes. 
I  am,  dbc. 

JOSEPH  JL.EONARD. 
Jambs  Mamsom,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  Staie. 

U.  S.  CoNBULAB  Opfwi,  CHbroUor : 

r  1  On  this  13th  day  of  September,  1805,  per- 
l^^'^  sonally  appeared  in  my  Consular  office  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  John  Allen,  com- 
mander  of  the  sloop  Ranker,  belonging  to  the 
Government  of  the  aforesaid  United  States,  and 
John  Thompson,  master's  mate  on  board  said 
sloop  Ranger,  who,  after  being  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists,  did  declare  jointly  and  severally,  each 
speaking  for  himself,  that  they  sailed  in  and  with 
said  vessel  from  Boston  in  America,  on  or  about 
the  21st  day  of  July  last,  on  the  service  of  said 
Qovernment,  in  company  with  the  sloop  Travel- 
ler, commanded  by  €aptain  Benjamia  Prince, 
with  whom  they  parted  company  a  few  days  after 
their  leaving  Boston,  by  stress  of  weather. 

That,  on  the  23d  of  August  last,  being  in  lati- 
tude 40*  32'  north,  and  longitude  30f  3y  west  a 
schooner  came  up  with  ihem,  mounting  nx  gons 
with  sixteen  blunderbusses,. and  about  eighteen 
men,  who.  tilthough  the  American  colors  were 
flying  on  board  the  Ranger,  and  the  vessel  hove 
to,  fired  three  broadsides  at  her  without  showing 
anyi;ofors,  ordering  Captain  Allen  to  go  oo  board 
them,  which  he  did;  they  then  came  on  board 
the  sloop  Ranger,  broke  open  Captain  Allen's 
chest  and  trunk,  taking  from  them  twelve  wbite 
shirts,  a  suit  of  uniform,  six  pair  silk  and  six  pair  of 
cotton  stockings,  twelve  haiidkerchiefs,  two  blue 
jackets,  three  white  dimity  waikteoats,  two  new 
hats,  two  pair  new  shoes,  and  two  pair  nankeen 
pantaloons,  a  spy-glass,  sixty-three  giulons  brandy, 
butter,  cheese,  pork,  and  other  articles  of  ships 
stores ;  likewise,  the  doctor's  box,  the  mates'  and 
some  of  the  men's  clothes  and  money ;  also,  a  let- 
ter from  the  Governor  of  Malta,  and  several  other 

That  the  commander  and  crew  of  the  said 
schooner  privateer  behaved  in  a  most  insuUiujg 
and  abusive  manner,  and  they  seemed  by  their 
appearance,  language,  dress,  and  manners,  to  have 
been  Spaniards ;.  wherefore,  they  mi^ke  this  decla- 
ration and  protest,  not  only  for  the  robberv  com- 
mitted, but  also  for  the  insult  sht)wa  the  flag^  ua- 
der  which  they  sailed.  '*     ^  ^  ^^^ 

'  JOHN  ALLEN, 

JOHN  THOMPSOn. 
Sworn  and  declared  the  day  and  year  ftrst  above 
writtei  before  me,       ^'  JOHN  GAVINO. 

Conmd  U.  S.of  Amenca. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  William  C.  C.  CIm- 
*  borne,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Naw  OBLBAN8,  March  15, 1804. 
Sxa:  In  coaseqoeikee  of  a  letter  I  reoeived  fttm 
Mr.  Joseph  Chambers,  the  U^ted  States  factor  at 
Fort  St.  Stephens,  informing  tne  that  iie  iia^  a 
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qoaiititir  of  peltry,  ftc,  rcttdffor  ezportation,  and 
desinng  that  I  would  make  amngemeate  with 
i^e  Spanish  authorities  to  secure  to  articles  to 
and  from  the  factory  a  passage  free  froip  ialer- 
yqptiop  or  dvties^I  addressed  to  the  €k>yenior  of 
West  Florida,  (who  isnow  in  this  oity,)  a  letter 
of  which  the  enclosed  No.  1  is  a  copv,  and  on  this 
day  I  received  an  answer,  of  wfaicn  No.  2  is  a 
copy.  From  these  docnaaents,  you  will  discover 
that  the  interest  of  the  factory  is,  in  a  measure, 
anbjeeCed  la  the  caprice  of  a  Spanish  ofiber« 

No,  1. 

Copy  of  a  letter  fiom  Oovenior  Ckiboaus  to  Ckmemor 
Foleh,da«ed 

Nbw  OsLEAifs,  March  7, 1804. 

Sir  :  The  President  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  view  to  preserve  a  good  understandinff  with  the 
Choctaw  Indians,  has  established  a  factory  or 
trading-house  at  Fort  St  Stephens,  on  the  T.om- 
bigl^ee  river.  The  goods  transmitted  to  this  fac- 
tory, and  the  peltry.  <&c;,  exported  therefrom,  are 
the  property  of  the  united  States,  and  I  persuade 
my  self  that,  on  their  passage  by  way  of^  Mobile, 
no  duties  will  be  exacted,  or  interruption  offered, 
by  the  authorities  of  Spain. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  jour  Excellency  that,  hy 
a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  nis  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  they  are  mutually  bound  to  restrain 
the  Indians  witbiu  their  respiectrve  limits  from 
committing  hostilities  a^saisst  the  adjacent  settle 
ments  of  either  Power. 

The  prosperity,  therefore,  of  the  factory  at  Fort 
St.'  Stereos  16  interesting  to  both  our  nations, 
stnGC  the  indoance  which  the  Ainericto  Gbvern- 
ment'  may  aequin  in  the  Chootaw  couneile  will 
be  Qftcd  not  onl)^  to  seouipe  peace  and  safety  to 
our  own  frontiers,  but  to  the  dominions  of  Hie 
Catholic  Majesty. 

Acoept  the  assurances  of  my  great  respect  and 
high  consideration.'  ^ 

WM.  C.  0.  CLAIBORNE. 

Hie  Bx^cy  -Gov.  FoLoa. 

No.  2. 

Copy  of  a  kitor  from  Governor  FMh  tb  Oofamor 
Ckfl>enw,  dated 

Mabcb  15, 1804. 

8fR :  In  order  to  answer  ypur  letter  of  the 
7th  instant^  with  due  *pfo]kiety,  and  according 
to  th«  afUTitof  the  tloval  orders  prewiling  on  the 
subject,  I  consulted  tne  Intendant,  Mr.  John  D. 
Mcvaks,  who  has  firftt  me  his  opiaian'in  the 
fallowing , terms: 

"  My  opinioB,  sir,  respecting  the  particulars  re- 
lated m  .Governor  Claiborne^  letter  to  yvo,  is, 
that  we  cannot  deviate  from  the  order  given  to 
us  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  which  I  have  traas- 
eribed.to  you  in  mv  last,  of  the  'Sth^nstant.  For 
the  same  reason,  wben^His  filxcdlency.  General 
Wilkinson,  requested  to  allow  the,  pass,  of  two 
American  vessels,  one  ifk  the  Spriuff,  the  other  in 
the  Fall}  wjiich  I  did  not  grant,  w^a  His  Majesty 


approTed  my  conduct,  and  caused  the  treaty  to  be 
carried  into  execution." 

Theee  circumstances  will  convince  your  Ex- 
cellency that  it  is  not  in  isxf  power  to  comply  with 
your  rMuest;  however,  I  will  represent  the  case 
io  the  ^ing,  and  inform  you  of  the  result  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Accept  assurances  of  mv  respect  and  consider- 
ation. '  P.  FOLCH. 

His  Ex'ey  Gov.  Claiborite. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Jcweph  Chambers,  tlxuted 
States  fiictor,  to  the  Secretar^r  of  War,  dated 

CaOCTAW  TRADINCbHOUaa, 

.  .  Ji^rt/ 11, 1804. 
''  It  may  not  be  improper  in  me  to  state,  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  continue  the  tradin|^ 
house  on  the  river  Tombigbee,  and  to  afford  to 
the  Indians  that  friendly  accommodation  intended 
by  the  G^overnmeht,  without  incutrinff  certain 
loss,  unless  we  are  speedily  freed  from  tne  heavy 
exaction  of  twelve  per  centum  demanded  by  the 
Spanish  ofiicers  at  Mobile!,  on  all  exports, that 
pass  this  port,  and*  the  same  on  imports,  making 
together  nearly  one-fourth  .per  cent.''  ^ 

Extract  of  a  letted  from  CtoTemor  Claiborne  to  the 
Seeretary  of  War,  dated 

New  Orleans,  April  20. 1804. 

^  In  conformity  with  my  advice,  Joseph  Cham- 
bers, Unified  States  factor.for  the  Choctaw  nation, 
has  shipped  a  quantity  of  peltry  for  Philadelphia, 
f  via  New'  Orleans.)  On  the  passage  of  tfie  peltry 
down  the  Mobile  river,  a  duty  was  demanded  by 
the  Spanish  officers  at  the  town  of  Mobile,  ana 
which  Mr.  Chambers  paid,  not,  however,  without 
entering  a  potest  against  the  proceeding,  a  copy 
of  which  I  now  enclose  you. 

*^  Some  provisions  signt  by  thjb  contractor  from 
this  city  to  Fort  Stoddert  were  also  detained  at 
Mobile,  until  a  duty  of  twelve  per  cent,  was  paid 
th.ereon3  duties  are  also  exacted  on  all  exports 
passing  down*  the  Mobile,  and  j^aid  very  retuct- 
antiy'by  our  citizens. 

*^  The  Spaniards  are  fortifying  Pensacola  and 
the  town  of  Mobile;  at  the  former  place  there  is 
to  be  stationed  five  or  six  hundred  men,  and  &t  the 
latter  a  battalion  at  artillery,  and  one  company 
of  dxagoons  are  now  employed."  - 

JPretost  oi  Joesph  Chamhen,  United  Sl^es  Jaetsr. 

-Whcsreas,  by  tlife  o»der  6f  the  proper  officers  of 
the  Government  of  the  [United  States  aC  Amwica, 
sixty  bales,  three  hogsheads,  and  one  barrel  of  pel- 
tries and  fbrs.  the  property  of  said  Gotemment, 
collected  at  the  Governmental  trading-house,  es- 
uUiehed  by  authority,  for  the  friendly  accommo- 
dation of  the  Choctaw  nation  of  lodians,  was 
dtf«oted  to  be  ti$EMisported  ftom  the  said  trading- 
house^  in  the  county  of  Washington,  Mississippi 
Territory,  by  descending  the  Toiahi|:bee  or  Mo- 
bile river,  and  from  thence  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  Atlantic  part  of  the  United  States, 
(via  New  Orleans.)    The  said  cargo  of  pdtiiflB 
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and  furs,  being  on  its  passaffe  as  aforesaid,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  said  river  at  the  post  of  Mobile,  the 
officers  of  His  Most  Gathplic  Majesty  the  Kiog  of 
Spain  did  at  that  post  demand  &  duty  of  twelve 
per  centujn  upon  their  estimated  value  of  said 
cargo,  to  be  paid  for  the  use  9f  His  Majesty,  and 
it  was  then  made  known  and  properljr  certified  to 
th^  said  officers,  that  the  said  peltries  and  furs 
were  the  property  of  the  Unitea  States,  and  was 
then  on  its  passage  from  one  part  thereof  to  ano- 
ther. Notwithstanding  which,  the  said  officers 
did  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  ApVii,  A.  D.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  detain  and  stop 
the  said  cargo  at  the  said  post  of  Mobile,  aiv)  did 
then  and  there  refuse  to  permit  it  to  proceed  on 
its  passage,  until  the  said  duty  of  twelv^  per  cent- 
um, amounting  to  one  hundred  and  eigltty-two 
dollars  and  sixty-eight  cent^,  was  paid. 

Now,  the  undersigned  agent  of  the  United 
States,  bayiug  paid  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eiehty-two  dollars  sixty-eight  cents;  not 
admitting  the  right  of  His  Most  Catholic  Majes- 
ty's officers  to  exact  or  impose  the  aforesaid  duty 
in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  cannot  suffer  a 
proceeding  so  unaccommodating^  and  apparently 
unjust^  to  pass  with  tacit  acquiescence,  and  in 
compliance  with  his  obligations  he  enters  this  his 
remonstrance  and  solemn  protest. 

Because,  the  exaction  ot.  a  duty  upon  the  prop- 
erty of  a  Gk)vernmenf  passing  upon  navieable 
waters,  (which  are  the  common  highways  of  na^ 
ture,)  from  one  part  of  its  territories  to  another, 
although  this  passage  might  intersect  the  limits 
of  a'  different  Government,  is  in  violation  of  a 
right  which  ought  not  to  be  questioned  by  na- 
tions friendhr  to  each  other. 

Because,  His  Most. tiath olio  Majesty  has  naani- 
fested  a  disposition  friepdly.  liberal,  and  just,  to- 
ward the  Govern mentv^  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Chief  Magistrates  of  each  jnatton  have  mutu- 
ally cultivated  peace,  harmony,  and  good  will,  be- 
tween their  respective  citizens  and  subjects,  it  is 
therefore  supposed  that  this  proceeding  is  without 
His  Maiesty's  orders  or  his  knowledge,  and  that  it 
has  probably  emanated  from  the  same  source  from 
which  the  unauthorized  act  of  shutting  the  port 
of  New  Orleans  against  the  United  States'  right  of 
deposit,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  two,  proceeded.  That  the  proceedings  afore- 
said majr  be  duly  ttiade  known  to  His  Most  Cath- 
olic Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  and  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of^America,,  and  therebj 
b^ome  the  subject  of  proper  inves'tigatiou,  tbis 
xenumatrance  and  protest  As^made  and  delivered 
to  Colonel  Maximilian  Maisant,  commandant  po- 
litical and  military  at  Mobile. 
Done  at  MobUe,  this  13th  AprjL  1804. 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS,. 
Agent  to  the  Choctaw  trading' house. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Joseph  Chambers,  Uqitad  Stetes 
fitetor,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

CSOCTAW  TRADINChHODSB,' 

HoBUKiKTopPA,  Dec,  12,  1804. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Michael  Aelava,  collector  of  the  customs  at 


the  port  of  Mobile,  to  me,  and  my  reply  thereto : 
his  letter  and  the  vessels  with  the  goods  I  met  at 
Fort  Stoddert.  on  my  way  to  Mobile.  I  have 
earnestly  to  solicit  you  will  direct  me  how  to  pro* 
ceed  in  the  particular  business  to  which  these  let- 
ters relate,  also,  to  give-  instructions  for  my  gov- 
ernment, generally,  in  my  intercourse  with  the 
Spanish  officers  at  Mobile,  for  your  instructions 
would  relieve  me  from  much  anxiety,  occasioned 
by  my  fears,  that,  by  acting  from  my  own  discre- 
tion, t-may  commit  errors,  or  do  things  that  might 
not  meet  your  approbation ;  increas^  hindrances 
and  obstacles  are  given  by  the  Spanish  officers  at 
Mobile  to  this  house;  although  justice  demands 
that  1 8l:^all  state  that  Michael  Aelava,  collector, 
has  been  very  civil  «nd  respectful  iu  the  execution 
of  what  he  states  to  be  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
the  orders  of  his  superior  officers. 

There  will  be  a  considerable  quantity  of  peltrj 
and  fur  to  remit  the  ensuing  Spring  from  this 
house ;  if  a  duty  is  to  be  allowed  to  the  Spaniards 
upon  its  passage  by  Mobile,  I  must  be  furnished 
with  the  meana  to  meet  it.  I,  however,  flatter 
myself  that  we  will  in  a  very  short  time  have  the 
free  and  unfettered  navigation  of  the  Mobile  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfect  respect 
and  attachment,  your  most  obedient  homble  ser- 
vant, JOSEPH  CHAMBERS. 

Gen.  DfiARBORN,  Secretary  of  War. 

Oopy  of  a  letter   from   Michael  Aelava  to   Joseph 
Chamben,  dated 

Mobile,  iVbo.  20, 1804. 

Sir:  .From  what  Mr.  Smith  gave  me  to  under- 
stand, I  have  expected,  since  Sunday  last,  to  have 
seen  you  here ;  the  weather  now  is  favorable,  and 
I  do  not  wbh  to  detain  the  vessel.  Mr.  Smith 
has  bound  himself  to  me  to  pay  the  duties  on  his 
ffoods  at  the  end  of  the  year  h  €k>veinor  F(^h 
does  not  free  them ;  in  full  assurance  that  I  hare 
to  do  with  a  man  of  honor,  and  that  yon  will  ac- 
quiesce to  the  abov^'  conditions;  and  if  not  con- 
venient for  you  to  come  down  yourself,  you  can 
■make  out  an  obligation,  (in  the  manner  Mr. 
Smith  has  done,)  for  what  goods  belong  to  yon, 
and  send  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  for  as  a  pab- 
lic.  officer  I  must  always  have  docunijents  to  show. 

I  am,  with  consideration  and  esteem,  your  most 
Obedient  servant, 

M.  AELAYA. 

Docwnent,  reloHve  to  the  cbttruetUm  cf  mir  eommeret 
.    >   onihe  MobUe. 

C<9y  of  a  letter  <from  Joseph  Chembsn  to  Midiael 

Aelava,  Collector  of  the.  Customs,, at- Mobile,  dated 

Fort  Stoddert,  Nov,  27, 1804. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yoor  letter  of 

the  20th  Current,' yesterday.    It  should  have  been 

knawn,^that  I  did  at  Mobile,  in  April  last,  protest 

against  the  right  to  exact  duties  from  the  United 

States,  for  its  property  passing  by  water,  from  one 

of  its  ports  to  another,  although,  in  such  passage, 

it  might  intersect  the  territory  of  another  Oov- 

ernment ;  therefore,  there  was  no  ground  of  asso* 
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ranee  or  even  probable  expectation,  tbat  I  would 
consent  to,  or  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  Gover- 
nor Folch,  onlv  on  this  question.  Further,  it  will 
be  recollected  by  the  commandant,  Capt.  Osorno, 
Colonel  Maxent,  and  Mr.  Simpson,  that  I  did  at 
that  time  refuse  to  sign  a  bond  for  duties,  (but  the 
necessity  of  the  case  only  induced  me  to  par  the 
duties  then  demanded,)  consequently,  a  bond 
could,  or  ought  not  to  be  expected  from  me  in  this 
instance,  to  authorize  the  passage  of  public  goods, 
for  the  Indian  trading-house,  and  the  Indian  pres- 
ents, and  mote  especially  when  we  take  into  view 
the  fifth  article  ot  the  Treaty  of  San  Lorenzo  de 
Real  of  the  27th  October,  1795,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  King  of  Spain,  and  which  the 
stoppage  of  these  goods,  might,  perhaps,  have 
tended  to  counteract.  Here  I  quo|ed  the  article. 
Vide  treaty,  article  5. 

The  United  States  have  MnfEaeA  Spanish  sub- 
jects, for  their  own  private  account  and  interest, 
to  ftirnish  the  Indians  within  their  limits  with 
merchandise  trithont  tax  or  hindrance. 

The  Spanish  Grovernment,  by  itsoflBicers  at  Mo- 
bile, have  levied  and  demanded  oppressive,  taxes 
on  the  property' of  the  United  States,  which  pro- 
perty or  mercnandise  was  expressly  ijuendea  by 
the  American  Qovernment  for  the  humane  and 
beneTolent  purposes  of  cultivating  peace,  friend- 
ship, iuid  good  will,  between  the  Indians  within 
their  limits  and*  the  white  people;  and  also  to 

f promote  the  civilization  and  happiness  of  these 
ndians. 

Under  the  foregoing  eircumstanceS|  no  bond 
could,  or  will  be  given  by  me,  without  express 
orders  from  the  Qovernment  under  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  act:  No  great  publiic  accommoda- 
tion ffor  it  is  the  Government  only  thaf ns  inter- 
ested), is  received  by  the  permission  for  these 
goods  to  pass;  after  sgme  of  them  had  been  de- 
tained one  month,  or  thereabouts,  without  any  no- 
tice being  given  for  what  cause,  and.  knowing,  as 
I  presame  was  known  and  well  understood;  tnAt 
they  were  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
consequently,  tney  must  have  been  permitted  to 
pass  as  their  .property  only,  wtthput  any  relation 
to  my  individual  honor  or  intercfst,  and  upon  the 
Governmental  responsibility.  I  feel  confident  that 
the  American  Government  will  cause  justice  to 
he  done  toward  you  as  an  officer,  for  the  friendly 
accommodation  intended  them  by  the  forward- 
ment  of  their  vessels.  L  shall  s^nd^a  copy  of  your 
letter,  land  of  this,  to  the  proper  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment, also  inform  them  of  the  respectful  man- 
ner in  wnieh  you  have  exercised  the  duties  of  your 
office  in  your  concerns  with  me.    I  am^  dbc. 

JOSEPH  CHAMBERS. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State. 
Nbw  Oblbans.  Aug.  7. 1805. 
Sir  :  In  my  communication  or  the  2f9th  ultimo, 
was  enclosed  a  letter  to  me,  from  the  Marquis  of 
Casa  Calvo,  (soliciting  that  Spanish  officers  now 
in  this  territory  may  be  exempted  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  municipal  tax,)  together  with  a  copy 
of  my  answer  thereto. 


I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  second 
letter  from  the  Marquis  on  the  same  subject,  to- 
gether with  a  list  of  the  officers  alluded  to,  and  if 
it  be  not  improper,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear,  your 
sentiments  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  exemption 
solicited ;  my  own  opinion  is,  "  that  the  officers 
generally  who  possess  property  within  this  territory 
are  liable  to  taxation ;  nor  can  exemption  be  made 
in  favor  of  the  Marquis  and  the  members  of  i^ 
familv,  until  he  shall  have  been  recognised  by  the 
Presiaent  as  an  agent  of  Spain."  You,  no  doubt, 
will  be  surprised  to  find  so  many  foreign  officers 
in  this  city ;  the  fact  is,  sir,  they  are  wedded  to 
Louisiana,  and  necessity  alone  will  induce  them 
to  .depart.  I  have  repeated  1  y ,  by  letter  and  verbal- 
ly, informed  the  Marquis,  that  the  continuance  in 
this  territory  '^of  so  many  Spanish  officers,- so 
long  beyona  the  right  occasion  for  it,"  was  not 
seen  with  approbation,  and  urged  their  departure. 
The  Marquis  has  as  otien  assured  me  of  his  dispo* 
sition  to  comply  with  my  wishes,  but  you  will 
perceive  that  the  inconvenience  is  not  yet  reme- 
died.   . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  humble  servant, 

WM.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE, 

James  Madison,  Secretary  tfStaie, 

To  tiie  Governor  of  the  Tenitoiy  of  New  Orleans. 
Nbw  Orlbahs,  Aug.  2, 1805. 

Sir:  Inconsequence  of  the  letter  your  Excdi- 
lency  has  been  jpleased  to  write  to  iie,  relating  to 
the  doubt  which  I  manifested  concerning  the  per- 
sons employed  in  the  commission  of  limits,  and 
other  subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  who  are 
yet  in,  but  about  to  depart  from  tliL}  province:  I 
enclose  to  your  Excellency  the  list  or  persons  wno 
now  compose  the  said  commission,  together  with 
that  of  the  individuals  who  are  about  to  depart 
from  this  country,  as  soon  as  their  business  there- 
in  dliall  be  terminated,  and  also,  that  of  the  retired 
individuals,  and  of  the  widows  on  pensions,  who 
may  remain  in  this  province.  May  your  Excel- 
lency live  many  years. 

DE  CASA  CALVO. 

I  do  certify  the  above  transiatiocu 

MOREAU  LISLEY,  Ihterpreier. 

A  Urt  of  the  indxtidnals  omnpostng  the  expedition  of 
the  limiu  of  the  ProviQoe  of  Louisiana,  as  sppioved 
by  His  Catholic  Majesty's  order  of  the  20th  Auffust. 
180i. 

Principal  Commissioner— The  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Marquis  de  Casa  Calvo.     / 

Associate  Commissioner — Lieutenant  Cc^onel 
Don  Joseph  Martinez  de  Croza,  brigade  major  in 
the  corps  of  enaineers. 

Secretary — The  Commissary  at  War  ad  hono» 
rev,  Don  Andrew  Lopez  Armesto. 

Clerk— The  first  sergeant  of  the  regiment  of 
the  Havana,.  Antonio  Martinez. 

Captain*— Don  Nicholas  Finiel. 

Captain  in  the  ariny**D6n  Stephen  Minor. 

Captain  in  the  militia— Don  Thomas  Power* 
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Chaplain — Don  Sebaatian  Gili. 

Surgeon — Doo  Joachim  AblamlHo. 

CommaDder  of  the  escorting  troops— Don  Be- 
Bino  Gareior  Caideron,  adjutant  in  the  regiment 
•f  Louisiana. 

Sergeant  of  the  same — ^John  B.  Dek  la  Craz, 
with  a  corporal  and  ten  f^renadiers. 

Adjnunt— Don  Ignatius  Fernandez,  adjutant 
of  the  regiment  of  Louisiana. 

Officer  of  the  revenue— Don  John  Tala. 

Clerk  of  the  same — Don  Felix  Tala,  his  son. 

Swgeon  of  the  Hospital — Don  Fernando  Bf  o^ 
veno. 

Commander  of  the  galliot  ^nd  smaller  boats- 
Don  Anthony  Mdina. 

Ciirpenter — Manuel  Gkiillemain. 

Note. — That,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
of  timber  for  the  naTV,  the  lourth  officer  of  the 
nvral  administration  Don  Antfaonj  de  J.  Carra, 
and  his  clerk  Don  John  B.  Bemendfez,  are  ^n  this 
place. 

A.  LOPEZ  ARME8TO,  Secfttcary. 
MOREAU  LI8LEY,  Interpreter. 
Nbw  OBLBAN0,  My  30, 1805. 

A  list  of  persons  employed  by  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
who  are  to  depart  as  toon  as  dieir  business  is  ter- 
minated. 

ADHiznsTRA^tON  0^  TRB  Kino's  bbyenvb. 

1.  Don  John  Ventura  Morales,  paymaster  gen- 
eral of  the  ai;^y,  late  Intendant  pro  tempore  in 
this  province. 

8.  Don  Gilbert  Leonard, treasurer  of  the  army, 
kte  paymaster  general  jyro  tempore  in  the  sam 
pronnce. 

3.  Don  Manoel  Armirez,  treasurer j»ro  tempore. 

4.  Don  Cayetano  Valdez,  secretary  of  the  In- 
tendent;y. 

6.  Don  Francis  Arroya,  destined  by  a  royal 
order  for  Porto.  Rico. 

6.  Don  Joseph  Ruida,  who  is  to  go  to  Cam- 
peachy. 

CusTOM'BOirSB. 

1.  Don  Joseph  Anthonvde  Hoa,  administrator. 
3.  Don  Antnony  Morales,  treasurer. 
3.  Don  Manuel  Toftedano,  offioer  of  tiie  guard 
of  the  4natom-bous& 

RoTAL  Hospital. 
1.  Don  Joseph  Trnstas,  sui^^eoB,  who  haa  order 
of  the  King  to  retire  into  Penaacok. 

SUBTETOB  GbHBBAL. 

1.  Don  Charles  Trt^eau. 

LOPEZ  ARME8T0,  Secretarif. 
I  do  certify  the  above  translation. 

MOREAU  LISLEY  Jnlerpreter. 
Nsv  Oblbans,  July  30, 1805. 

A  list  of  the  officers  in  His  Majesty's  sernee,  who  aie 
te  depart  immediately  after  having  tenninated  their 
business. 

Officbbb  wbo  bblpngbo  to  tbb  latb  stapf  op 

TBta  PLAOB. 

Town  Majox^Lieuteitant  Coloael  Don  Qil- 


berto  Ouillemard,  who  ii  ob  the  point  of  going  to 
Pensacola. 

Adjutant — ^Lieutenaat  Colonel  Don  Paul  le 
Blanc,  who  is  to  go  to  the  same  place. 

Adjutant<-«-Captain  Henry  Meatziogar,  who  is 
ordered  to  go  to  the  said  place. 

OpPICEBB  of  TBE  BBOIVBHT  op  LoOIBZAIf  a. 

Ctolcitns. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Uon  Zenqn  Trudeau,  . 
.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Ignatius  Delino, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Joseph  le  Blanc, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  John  Lassize, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Felix  Trudeao* 
Note. — They  ought  to  have  joined  ther  corps^ 
and,  for  not  having  yet  done  it,  are  exposed  to 
lose  their  commissions. 

Militia. 
Captain — Don  Lewifrde'Ckmet,  late  command- 
er o£  the  same. 

Abmt. 
Lieotenant  Colonel«-Don  PeterRovseean,  wke 
has  soliciteil  his  retreat. 
Oapuin^DoB  Henry  Peyronx. 

Posts. 
Don  Peter  Marin,  late  administrator  of  the 
samel 

ANDREW  LOPEZ  ARMBSTO. 
I  do  certify  the  above  translation. 

MOREAU  LISL?Y,  Interprtter. 
New  Obleans,  JiUy  30, 1805. 

A  list  of  the-  retired  offiete,  and.  of  other  pemonm  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  His  CatboHe  Majesty,  who 
remain  in  t|Us  Province  in  order  U>  settle  their  bna- 
neas,  or  on  aeoount  of  their  old  age  or  infiniutieB. 

1.  Don  Nicholas  d'Anmoy,  calon^  of  the  royal 
corps  of  artillery. 

2.  Don  Mannel  Perez,  lientenant  colonel. 

3.  Don  Peter  Favrot,  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
captain  of  mnadiers,  with.a  ipyal  permisaion  /or 
two  yearsr 

4.  Don  Manael  Panaos,  captain. 

5.  Don  Francis  Rivas,  oaplain. 

6.  Don  Joseph  Barmonde,  captain. 

7.  Don  WUliam  Dapare,  captain. 

8.  Don  LetrifiTadice,' lieutenant^  with  the  grade 
of  captain. 

9.  £>on  Stephen  Lamorandier,  lieateaant,  with 
the  grade  of  captain. 

10.  Don  Chairles  Morant,  adjutant  gSBeral  of 
militia. 

11.  Don  Charles  de  Villien,  first  lieutenant  of 
militia,  with  a  royal  permissionfor  three  years. 

13.  Don  John  v  i-ras,  first  lieutenant  of  militia, 
with  a  royal  permission  for  three  rears. 

13.  Don  Peter  Faillon,  second  lieutenant  of 
militia. 

14.  Don  Joseph  Piemas,  second  lientenant  of 
militia. 

15.  Don  hfemnel  Soillean,  second  lieuteiiat  of 
militia. 

16.  Don  James  Fernandez,  second  lientenant  of 
militia. 

17.  Don  Silvestre,  second  lientenant  of  milit  ia 
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18.  Don  Henry  Darcancel,  officer  of  adminis- 
tratioQ. 

Note. — By  a  particular  favor  of  His  Majesty, 
the  widows  of  the  persons  employed,  who  are  en- 
joying of  pensions,  thoagh  they  are  unable  to  go 
to  Pensacofa,  are  the  following : 

1.  Donna  Marquisite  Waths,  widow  of  the 
Brigadier  Don  Manuel  €rayo:io  de  Lemos^  laie 
Governor  of  thifl  province. 

2.  Mrs.  VillemoBt. 

3.  Mrs.  Boullgny.  '      .   . 

4.  Mrs.  Panis. 

5.  The  Ba^roness  de  ^rouner. 

6.  Mrs.  Trevino. 

7.  Mrs.  Qauaat 

8«  Donna  Fran9oi8  Trudean* 
9.  Mrs.  Zespedes. 

NoTB. — There  was  a  small  pumber  of  retired 
sergeants  and  privates  who  are  to  go  to  Baton 
Rouge  or  Pensacola. 

A.  L.  ARMESTO. 
I  do  certify  the  above  translation.   ^ 

M.LI&I4EY,  jfraerpret&. 
New  Orlbans,  July  30, 1805. 

120  Miles  from  New  Orleans^ 

Auptst  26,  1805. 

Sir:  The  report  of  the  retrocession  to  Spain, 
of  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  had/ also 
prevailed  in  New  Orleans. 

The  evening  prior  to  my  departure,  being  on  a 
visit  to  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  I  asked  him  if 
he  knew  upon  what  aijftbority  that  report  was 
circulated;,  he  answered  in  the  negative,  an4 
added,  that  he  had  understood  the  negotiatipn 
was  suspended,  and  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  left 
Madrid;  he  further  said,  that  the  Minister  of 
State  (Cevallos)  had  informed  him,  the  Marquis, 
that  the  desire  of  the  Court  of  Spain  was  to  make 
"  the  Mississippi  river  the  boundary,  and  in  thne 
it  was  expected  that  that  object  would  be^ attain- 
eid."  The  Marquir  deli  vers  himself  in  tbefrench 
language;.  From  my  imperfect  knowledge  of 
French^  it  is  probable  Lmay  have  misunderstood 
acme  of  his  expressions,  but  I  am  sture  I  have  given 
you  the  substaheiB  of  what  he  said.  The  prospect 
of  a  retrocession  of  the  west  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sipfM,  now  is,  and  has  always  been,  the  ^theme  of 
the  Spanbh  officers  who  remain  in  this  territory, 
and  manr  citizens  seem  to  view  it  as  an  event 
likely  to  napjjen — an  ioLpression  which  I  greatly 
regret,  since  it  tends  to  lessen  their  confidence  in 
the  America.n  Government,  and  to  cherish  a  Snan- 
ish  party  among  us.  Next,  therefore,  to  a  nnal 
adjustment  of  limits  with  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, I  most  desire  to  see  every  Spanish  officer 
removed  from  the  ceded  territory.  There  cer- 
tainly must  be  a  power  somewhere  vested,  to 
cause  to  be  executed  the  clause  in' the  treaty  which 
directs  "the  Spanish  forces  to  be  withdrawn*  with- 
in three  months,  from  the  ceded  territory,"  and  I 
should  indeed  be  pleased  to  have  it  hinted  to  me, 
that,  in  my  character  as  Commissioner  or  Gov- 
ernor, I  could,  on  this  occasion,  take,  if  necessary, 
compulsory  measures. 
9th  Con.— 38 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  humble  servant, 

WM.  C.  C.  CLAIBORNE. 
Hon.  Jambs  Madison, 

Secretary  of  Spate. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Claibome  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated 
New  Orleans,  October  24, 1805. 

Sir  :  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  embar- 
rassments to  which  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  are  subjected  who  navigate  the  Mobile 
river.    All  American  vessels  passing  by  the  town 

of  Mobile  are  brought  to,  and  a  duty  of per 

cent,  exacted  both  on  imports  and  exports.  These 
duties  are  even  required  on  articles  passing  to  and 
from  the  garrisons  and  factories  of  the  United 
States.  I  have  addressed,  on  this  occasion,  a  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Morales,  by  whom,  it  is  said,  this  pro- 
ceeding was  authorized ;  but  in  his  answer,  which 
was  this  morping  received,  he  professes  to  be  un- 
acquainted with  the  particulars,  and  declines  any 
interference,  until  he  should  advise  upon  the  sub- 
ject with  th^  Governor  of  West  Florida. 

I  haye  certain  information  of  the  arrival  at 
Pensacola  of  four*  hundred  troops  from  Havana, 
and  that  a  much  larger  number  is  daily  expected. 
I  also  learn  from  a  source  entitled  to  credit,  that 
three  hundred  men  are  ordered  from  Pensacola  to 
Baton  Rouge,  and  that  ei^ht  hundred  Spanish 
troops  have  lately  been  posted  on  the  frontier  of 
the  Province  of  Texas.  It  is  ft  fact  known  to  me, 
that  a  Spanish  agent  has  contracted  with  a  mer- 
chant of  this  city,  for  the  delivery  at  the  town  of 
Mobile,  of  four  thousand  barrels  of  flour ;  and  that 
tbi9  same  agent  not  being  able  to  effect  a  contract 
for  the  delivery  of  four  thousand  pair  of  shoes  at 
Mobile,-has  purchased  a  quantity  of  leather:  The 
Marqui?  of  Casa  Calvo  being  absent  from  this 
city,  jt 'is  *mv  intention  tb  require  of  Governor 
'^Ich  an  •explanation  of  the  object  of  ^hese  mili- 
tary movements.  I  flatter  myself  that  hostilities 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain  may  be 
avoided,  and  that  an  honorable  adjustment  of  oar 
differences  may  ensue.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  Spanish  agents  calculate  on  a  speedy  rup- 
ture, and  are  making  all  the  preparations  which 
their  means  permit,  to  commence  the  war  in  this 
quarter  to  advantage.  New  Orleans  would,  utt«* 
questionably,  be  the  first  object  of  attack;  and 
with  a  view  to  its  security,  I  shoi^ld  be  pleased  to 
see  Fort  St.  John  repaired,  and  put  in  a  state  of 
defence;  that  fort  commands  the  mouth  of  the 
Bayou  St.  John,  and,  if  strengthened,  would  pre- 
sent a  ffreat  impediment  to  the  passage  of  troops 
from  Pensacola  and  Mobile  by  the  wa^  of  the 
lakes  to  this  city ;  the  works  are  in  ruins,  but 
might  readily  be  repaired  and  made  defensible 
without  any  considerable  ^expenditure. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Hany  Toulmin,  Esq.,  Judge 
in  the  MisiiMippi  Territory,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated. 

July  6, 1805. 
"You  ate  informed,  no  doubt,  that  all  the  ves- 
sels to  and  from  this  country,  even  though  bound 
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to  Fort  Stoddert,  and  clearing  out  from  Fort  Stod- 
dert,  are  obliged  to  come  to  at  Mobile,  and  to  pay 
twelve  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  their  cargoes, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Spanish  officers. 

"  Such  an  exaction  as  this,  ydk  ma;  well  con- 
ceive, must  be  ruinous  to  this  country,  and  is, 
moreover,  the  source  of  perpetual  heart-burnings 
and  contention  between  our  citizens  and  the  sub- 
jects of  His  Catholic  Majesty.' 

**  There  are  two  vessels,  which  have  lately  un- 
dertaken, as  I  am  told,  to  pass  without  calling  at 
Mobile,  from  this  country,  laden  with  cotton.  I 
cannot  but  anticipate  unpleasant  consequences, 
but  will  inform  you  of  the  result  when  acquaint- 
ed with  it." 

Bztraot  firom  the  same  to  the  wiae. 

August  8, 1805. 
"  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  letter  some  time  since, 
that  I  understood  that  a  vessel  then,  lying  in  the 
river  was  about  to  pass  the  Mobile  without  call- 
ing. Captain  Schuyler,  who  is  just  now  from 
Orleans,  tells  me  that  she  passed .  Mobile  in  the 
ni^ht;  that  the  Spaniards  were  exceedingly  irri- 
tated, and  threatened  to  imprison  the  owner  of 
the  cargo  on  his  return  from  Orleans,  and,  to  con- 
fiscate the  vessel,  if  she  ever  appeared  there  again. 
They  also  talked  of  building  a  gunboat  for  the  pur*' 
pose  of  compelling  vessels  to  stop." 

Extract  ftattt  the  same  to  the  same- 

October  ll,  180$. 
"^  Duties  are  still  rt^roualy  iasiated  upon  at  M'o- 
bile,  cargoes  unladed  and-  inventories  taken .  of 
tkcm,  in  order  to  aaoertab  the  duties  to  be  paid« 
The  schooner  Cato,  which  went,  down  the  river 
without  calling,  is  still  detained,  and  will  p^obfi- 
biy  be  confiscated,  if  not  her  car^.  Icould  not 
even  get  a  few  articles  belongings  ta  the  United 
States  from  on  board  of  her,  which  I  had  been  re* 
quested  to  apply  for  when  there,  in  bdialf  of  Mr. 
Diasmoor  and  Mr.  Chambers.-  If,  they  eontiiiae 
their- exActipDs,  this  countrv  must  inevitably  be 
rained.  J  mean  that  the  setuements  will  be  aban- 
doned. Many  are  now  preparing  to  go ;  some, 
probably  for  other  reasons,  bnt  t\»  greater  part,  I 
believe,  on  this  account.  And  most  who  go,  will 
become  soBJects  of  the  Spanish  Qovemmeiit.'' 


Tha  Qovenor  of  Mississippi  Temtoiy  to  the  Secntery 
of  State. 

MtaaiBSiPPi  TERRiTour, 
Thwn  of  WashingUm,  Sept.  14,  1806. 
Sir  :  The  enclosed  affidavits,  marked  No.  1  to  11 
inclusive,  will  inform  you  of  some  outrages  com- 
mitted within  this  Territory  by  two  Spanish  par- 
ties. The  letters  marked  No.  Ito  5,  and  an  order 
to  Colonel  Ellis,  will  inform  you  of  the  steps  which 
I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  take.  The  mes- 
senger.with  my  letter  to  Grovernor  Grand  Pr*  has 
not  returned,  although  he  was  requested,  and  un- 
di^rtook  to  be  back  by  this  morning.    I  have  not 


received  any  answer  to  my  despatch  to  you  on 
this  subject  of  the  14xh  June. 

If.  sir,  I  am  to  risk  anything  on  this  occasion,  it 
shall  be  in  defence  of  tne  liberties  and  the  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens,  and  in  aupport  of  the  honor 
and  independence  of  my  Government;  and  I 
hope  the  measures*  taken  and  advised  by  me,  will 
not  be  found  adverse  to  the  views  of  the  Execu- 
tive or  to  the  interest  of  the  tJait^  States. 
I  am,  #ith  respect,  yours, 

ROBERT  WILUAUS. 

Hon.  James  Madison,  Sec.  State, 

Affidavit,  No.  1. 
MiM9i$vpjpi  Territory,  WtUcifuonOounif: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  said  county,  Arthur  Cobb, 
jun.,  and  being  duly  sworn,  acconliog  to  bw,  on 
his  oath  deposetb  that,  on  tke  night  of  the  ^d  of 
September,  1805,  being  at  the  house  of  Samuel 
Kemper,  or  otherwise  the  tavern  of  the  Kempeis, 
between  the  hours'of  eleven  and  twelve,  be  waken- 
ed from'  his  sleep  by  the  cry  of  murder  and  rob- 
bers. On  leaving,  his  bed,  he  saw  a  iman  in  actual 
contest  with  Samuel  Keuiper;  on  proceeding  fur- 
ther, he  saw  another  man,  a^d  afterwards  one 
more,  and  all  being  arm^  with  instrameots  of 
death,  such  as  suns  and  pistols,  he  thought  pro|«r 
to  retreat  tocall  assistance ;  that  afterwards  a  pis- 
tol was  found,  which  must  have  belonged  to  one 
of  those  men,  and  from' every  appearance,  he  be- 
lieved it  to  belong  to  Ira  Cook  Kneeland. 

ARTHUR  COBB,  Jr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me.  this^  day- 
September,  JOSHUA  BAKER,  J.  P. 


'  Affidavit,  No.  2. 

Likewise/  as  sheet  No  1,  appeared  William 
Westbery,  ,and  deposetht  that,  at  the  suie  time, 
being  awakened  from  his  sleep  by  the  hraakii^ 
open  the  doov^that  on  rising  he  saw,  he  thiaks^ 
five  men,  ia  the  act  of  beating  with  a  stkk,  Sana- 
uel  Kemper,  of  the  tomi  of  Fineku^viUo— that 
he  saw  them  drag  him  hf  the  haoda,  heard  the 
men  give,  orders  to  tie  has  haacb  with  a  leye  ■ 
that  said  Samuel  Kemper  gave  the  cnr  of  murder, 
and  that  was  the  last  he  saw  or  heard  of  •ibeoi. 
WILLIAM  WfiSTBERT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  naei  this  3d  day  oC 
September.  ^  JOSHUA  BILKER,  J.  A 

Affidavit,  No.  3. 
Likewise,  at  the  same  time  appeared  before  me, 
James  Latta,  who  deposeth  on  oath,  that,  at  the 
same  hour,  being  just  awakened  by  some  man  re- 
questing to  see  Samuel  Kemper,  he  heard  them 
ask  for  whiskey,  and  being  asked  who  he  was, 
said,  a  friend ;  that  they  then,  being  in  the  house, 
broke  open  the  door  of  said  Kemper's  private 
lod^ine  room ;  that  he.  Latta,  attempting  lo  rise, 
was  thrown  back  on  tne  bed  bv  two  men,  who 
said  they  would  take  his  life  it  he  spoke ;  that 
there  appeared  to  be  five  men  in  number,  and  all 
disguised  in  black  paint ;  that  after  some  short 
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time  he  got  an  opportanitr  of  escaping,  when  he 
went  for  assistance,  and  befbre.  his  return  they  had 
borne  off  the  said  Samuel  Kemper,  and  he  saw 
them  no  more.    ->  JAMES  LATTA.    , 

Sabscrihed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  3d  day  of 
September.  JO.SHUA  BAKER/  J.  P. 

AsFinAviT,  No.  4. 
WUkinson  CmMy^  Mtsnatippi  Tetritori^: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  j^^t*- 
iees  of  the  peaee  for  said  oooaty,  John  Atkinson, 
Henry  (3ambear.t,  Riohard  Richardson,  and  John 
Whitaker,  who,  bein^  duly  sworn,  aecordine  to . 
law,  on  their  oalhs  depose,  Chat,  on  the  night  of 
the  3d  Septeittber,  1805,  being  at  the  hoa«eof  Na- 
lh|in  Kemper,  in^  the  vicinity  of  Pinekneyriik, 
between  the  nours  of  eleven  and  tixmlve,  they 
heard  some  person  hail  the  boa9e,'and,  on  being 
ashed  two  or  three  times,  who  ttiey  were,  they 
steadilhstly. affirmed  i^  war'Captaip  Abinms.  Ira^- 
mediately  afterwards  they  opened  the  door,  which 
tswung  on  the  inside  of  the  bouse  and  was  fasten^ 

gra  string  on- the  inside.  Immediately  on^' this, 
eaben  l&emper  appeared  to  be  only  aMhat  mo- 
ment awa|ced  from  his  sleep,  asked  who  was 
there?  when  they  immediately  seized  him,  drag- 
ged him  out  of  the  bouse  and  tied  him,  after  briii»-' 
mg  him  very  much  with  a  club  or  clubs. 

Almost  at  the  same  time,  they  dmgged  Na^an 
Kemper  from  the  bed  wherein  he  lay  with  his 
wife,  and  tied  him  also,  but  did  not  beat  him  as 
muck  as  they  did  Reuben.  Said  Nathan  Kem- 
per ireq Besting  to  see  his  wife,  was  refused  in 
Tery  rough  Ihuffuage;  she  likewise  w«is  refuaed 
in  her  request  ef  seeing  her  hui4)and.  On  Nathan 
Kemper's  asking  what  they  had  done  to  deserve 
such  treatment,  was  answered*  '*  Qod  damn,  you 
have  ruined  our  countrv  V*  wnich  he,  Atkinson^ 
belieres  to  be  the\American  territories  of  S)iain. 
Thtit'the  said  Nathan  Kemper's  wife  received 
cooaiderable  injury  from  the  violence  of  these 
men^  who  all  appeared  nirmed  with  gmis,  pistols, 
or  .clubs*  Thar  in  the  act  of  cotaAninff  the'Abovb 
two  nten,  they  ooeked  and  nooooked  their  ^ns  a 
grea^t  msmv  time^  nnd  ordered  every  nMn  in 'the 
house  u>  tell  hitf  nam^,  and  kept  a  strict  guard  at 
lioth  the  doots  of  the  house,  and  would  not  admit 
id  any  one  of  the  family,  or  any  oa^  t^t  did  not 
belnoff  ta  thetr  pMty,  pas^ng  and  repAsnng,  as 
they  frequently  prefcnted  their  gshs  cocked,  and 
aata  they  would  blow  th9  first  one  through  who 
attempted  to  oppose  them.  T^at  they  then  gave 
a  regular  military  word,  forw^ard'  march,  and  at 
the  second  word  of  command  they  proceeded  on: 
their  way,  and  bole  off  both  Rcnbea  and  Nathan 
Kemper. 

The  next  morning  they  saw  a  considerable 
quantity  of  blood,  apparently  issuing  froin  the 
wounds  of  Reuben  Kemprr.    *    ^ 

JOHN  ATKINSON, 
HENRY  GAMHEART. 
RICHARD  RICHARDSON, 
JOHN  WHITAKER. 
Subseribjed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  third  day  of 
Sept^nlbef.  J0Sl«JA  BA&ER, /.  A 


Affidavit^  No.  5. 
TerrUory  of  OfUcais,  Comty  tf  Poka  Omjoies 

SBPTBMBeR5,  ]o05. 

On  this  day  appeared  before  ine,  Ebenecer 
Cooley,  a  justice  or  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Point  Couple,  Nathan  Kemper,  wh6  beid^  duly 
sworn,  declared  tbatj  on  the  night  of  the  third  in^ 
stant«  as  he  believed,  between  the  honrs  of  eleven 
and  twelve,  the  doors  of  his  house  were  forced 
open  by  a  plirty  of  armed  men«  amounting^  ak 
wen  as  he  could' aseettain^  to  thb  number  of  eigh<- 
leen  or  twenty;  that,  as  soon  as  the  party  had 
entered,  they  cried  surrender ;  'seized  his  brother 
Reuben,  and  dragged  himt)Ut  at  the  door;  after  a 
struggle,  during  which  they  had  bead  hioi  with  a 
club,  and  sochbked  him  that  he  had  barely  power 
to  say, "  I  surrender!"  During  this  time,  a  vMt 
of  the  same  party  seized  the  deponent  by  differ^ 
ent  parts  of  the  body  and  drugged  him  from  hitf 
bed,  where  he  lay  with  his  wife  and  child,  out 
through  thectoor;  after  which,  he  heard  some  of 
the  party  who  remained  In  th*  house ci*y  out,  "  If 
the  bitcn  utters  another  word,  put  her  to  death !" 
Whereupon,  he  heard  a  blow  given  at  the  bed, 
and  thouffh  he  frequently  called  to  his  wife,  X6 
know  if  she  was  still  alive^  could  get  no  answer. 
After  the  deponent  and  his  brother  Reuben  had 
been  fast  bound,  they  Were  conducted  along  the 
road  leading  to  Hittcltn^y  ville,  as  far  as  the  plan* 
tation  of  Mr.  Abraham  Hbrtoo,  being  still  within 
the  limits  of  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  thence 
down  the  main  road  leading  towards  the  line  of 
demarcation.  At  some  small  distance  above  the 
line  they  were  condQcted.  a  short  way  into  thii 
woods,  where  they  halted  a  considerable  time,iin^ 
til  he  heard  a  detachment  of  the  same  party  com- 
ing aleng  the  main  road,  to  whiehj  they  Wtre 
again  led  back*  from  the  weod^  and  discovered 
their  brother,  Samuel  Kemper,  in  the  custody  of 
the  said  detachment.  From  thence^  they  were 
conveyed  across  the  line  of  demarcation,  and  de- 
livered to  Captain  Solotrioo  Alston,  by  whose 
party  they  w^ia  put  on  board  a  pirougue,  at  Tu- 
nica landing,  under  a  gaard  of  six  armed  nl^n^ 
who  9kH  their  orders  werie  to  take  them  to  Datoa 
Booge,  and  there  detiver  them  at  the  fort.  T^nnl 
Tunica,  they  departed  abaut  daybreak,  and  as 
they  passed  along  by  the  shore  of  Point  Coupae, 
called  oat  that  they  were  Amerietfn  eitteens,  and' 
clandestinely  taken  Aroai  their  habitations  within 
the  Mississippi  Territcvy.  After  which,  they 
wereTffseued  by  Lieatenant  Wifeon,  comman#^ 
ant  of  the  garrisen  at  Point  Oounaei  The  de^ 
poneat  further  says,  that^  among  those  who  sur-^ 
rounded  his  house,  he  reengnised  the  foiiowing^ 
persons:  Mindr  Butler,  and  his  brother-in-law 
Ritchie,  Abraham  Horton.  and  several  of  said 
Hortbn^s  negroes,  ail  inhaoitants  of  the  Missis-* 
sippi  Territory.  NATHAN  KEMPER. 

Sworn  before  me  this  dth  day  of  December, 
IdOfk  EBENEZER  CPOLEY.  J.  P. 

AppinAvrr,  No.  6. 

Territory^  Otieaw^  County  of  Point  CofOpie: 
September  5,  1865i 
'  On  thisday  appeatedbefore  me,  Eben^er  Coolef 
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Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Poiat  Cou- 
ple, Samuel  Kemper,  who,  beins  duly  sworn,  de^ 
clared,  that  on  the  nigbt  of  the  3d  instant,  about 
the  hour  of  twelve,  as  .he  believed,  being  at  his 
house  in  the  town  of  Pinckney  ville,  in  the  Mts- 
aissippi  Territory,  he-heard  a  knockiog^t  t&e  door, 
and  asked  who  was  there  ?  An  answer  was  made, 
which  he  did  not  understand,  and  the  outer  door 
burst  open.  The  door  of  the  bedroom  was  then 
forced,  and  a  blow  made  at  the  bed  with  a  double- 
barrelled  gun.  Deponent,  was  then  seized,  and 
dragged  out  of  the  bed  by  a  number  of  men,  who 
drew  him  into  the  room  which  they  first  entered; 
and  from  thence,  after  a  struggle,  into  the  street 
He  was  then  thrown  on  the  ground,  and  a  rope 
was  tied  round  his  neck,  Inr  which  he  was  dragged 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  He  was  then 
anfitered  to  stand  upright,  and  attempted,  by  4:rying 
out,  to  give  an  alarm,  upon  which  he  received  a 
atroke  of  a  pistol  on  the  head,  by  which  he  was 
stunned.  The  rope  being  removed  from  his  neck 
to  his  arm,  he  was  compelled  to  run  for  the  space 
of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  after  whichh'e  was 
forced  to  get  up  behind  a  man  on  horseback;  a 
negro,  who  ran  on  foot,  'still  holding  the  rope  by 
which  his  wrist  was  tied*  He  was  then  led  along 
the  main  road  across  the  line,  and  delivered. tg  a 
party  of  men,  who  conducted  hini  to  the  landing 
of  Bayou  Tunica.  'Then  be  was  put  on  board  a 
pirogue,  with  his  two  brothers.  Reuben  and  Na- 
than Kemper,  and  conductea  down  the  river 
towards  Baton  Rouge:  When  opposite  Point 
Coup|4e  they  gave  the  alarm,  and  were  received 
by  Lieutenant  Wilson,  commandant  of  the  garri- 
son of  Point  Couple. 

SAMUEL  KEMPER.     . 
Sworn  before  me,  this  5th  of  September.  1806. 
EBENEZER  COOLEY,  i.  P. 

APFIDAVIT,  No.  7. 

Territory  of  Orleans,  Cwmiy  of  Point  Coupie) 
Septembbr  5, 1805. 
On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Cooley,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Point  CQup^e,  Reuben  Kemper,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  declares,  that,  on  the  night  of  the  third  in- 
stant about  the  hour  of  twelve,  being  at  the  house 
of  Nathan  Kemper,  within  about  two  miles  of 
Pmckney  ville,  within  the  limits  ofthe  Mississippi 
Territory,  the  house  was  surrounded,  and  the  doors 
thereof  forced  open,  by  a  party  consisting  of  at 
least  nineteen  persons^  whereof  some  were  negroes, 
and  some  were  white  men  in  disguise.  That, 
among  the  latter,  he  recognbed  and  personally 
knew  the  foUowini  persons :  Louis  Ritchie,  Minor 
Butler,  Abraham  Horton.  James  Horton,  and  two 
others,  whose  names  he  did  not  recollect,  but  ex- 
pected soon  to  be  able  to  ascertain,  all  of  whom 
aKe  inhabitants  ofthe  Mississippi  Territory  ;  and 
Marcus  Carr,  Jas.  S^y,  Philip  Say,  and  others,  resi- 
ding within  the  Spanish  lines.  Ofthe  negroes,  whose 
number  amounted  to  seven,  at  least  thr^e,  whose 
names  are  William  or  Bill,  Nat,  and  Moses,  and 
others,  whose  names  he  did  not  recollect,  he  knew 
to  be  the  property  ofthe  above-mentioned  Abraham 


Horton.  That  the  said  party^  all  of  whom  were 
well  armed,  after  having  forced  their  way  into  the 
house,  violently  forced  him  from  his  bedroom,  after 
a  struggle  of  about  fifteen  minutes,  during  which 
he  received  several  violent  blows  on  the  head  and 
face;  and,  after  having  torn  off  his  shirt  and  tied 
him  with  cords,  forced  him  over  the  line  into  the 
Spanish  territory,  where  they  delivered  him  up, 
with  his  two  brothers,  Nathan  and  Samuel  Kem- 
per, bound  in  the  same  mknner,  to  Solomon  Alston, 
who  commanded  a  large  party  df  armed  men. 
That  said  Alston  received  tnem  within  ten  or  fif- 
teen feet  of  the  line,  on  the  Spanish  side ;  that 
fVom  th^cethey  were  conveyed  to  the  Bayou  o{ 
Tunica  landing,  bound,  as  already  mentioned,  and 
nearly  nak^d,  where  they  were' put  on  board  a 
pirogue,  and  there  tied  all  three  together,  by  orders 
of  said  Alston.  That  said  pirogue  was  comman- 
ded by  WilliaQi  Barker,  and  manned  by  Charles 
Stewart,^  Adam  Biogaman,  John  Ratcliff^  George 
Rowe,  and  John  Morrfs;  that  they  departed  (rom 
the  Bayoii  Tunica  for  BatonlRouge,  at  day-break, 
Where  said  William  Barker,  had  orders  to  deliver 
the  prisoners  up  to  Governor  Grand  Pre.  That, 
as  they  passed  along  the  shore  of  Point  Couple, 
the  prisoners  found,  means  to  declare  their  situa- 
tion to  Doctor  t'owles,  whp  immediately  gave  in- 
forniation  thereof  to  Lieutenant  Wilson,  comman- 
dant of  the  ffarrison  at  Point  Coup^.  That  Lieu- 
tenant Wilson  immediately  manned  his  boat, 
boarded  the  pirogue,  and  took  the  prisoners,  with 
those  who  conducted  them,  into  custody,  about  the 
hour  of  twelve  the  same  day* 

REUBEN  KEMPER. 

.  Sworn  before  me,  this  5th  September'  1805. 

EBENEZER  COOLEY,  /.  P. 

ArpinAviT,  No.  8. 
Territory  ofOrkanSy  County  ^ Point  Qmp^: 
Septembbr  5, 1805. 

On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebeneser 
Co<^ey,  Justice  or  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Point  Couple,  Adam  Bingaman,  who,  being  duly 
sworQ,  declared,  that,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, at  a  very  late  nour,  he  was  -one  of  a  party 
comman4ed  by  a  Captaiil  Alston,  and  stiOioaed 
within  a  few  yards  or  the  line  of  demareation,  at 
the  S])anish  side,  for  the  purpose,  as  declared  bf 
Captain  Alston,  of  seizing  the  Kempers,  who  were 
expected  to  eome  from  the  American  terricorjr. 
That,  at  the  distance  of  about  fiftv  yards  abovre 
the  line,  he  saw  a-  party  approach,  who   wrere 
hailed  b)r  Captain  Alston,  to  whom  they  delivered 
three  prispners.    The  party,  to  which  deponent 
belonged,  was  then  ordered  by  Captain  Alston  to 
donduct  the  prisoners  to  Bayou  Tunica,  where ^he 
prisoners  were  put  on  board,  a  pirogue,  and  order- 
ed off  for  Baton  Rouge,  at  about  day-break  on  the 
4tb.   That,  as  thjey  were  ^ssing  opposite  ti^e  post 
at  Point  Couple,  their  pirogue  was  boarded  by 
Lieutenant  Wilson,  with  a  |Mtrty  of  his    men, 
who  took  the  prisoners  and,  their  conductors  into 
custody.  ADAM  BINOAMAN. 

Done  before  me, 

EBENEZER  COOLEy,  jr.  j>. 
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Appidatit,  No.  9. 
Territory  of  QrleanM,  County  of  Point  Coupie : 
Sgptembbr  5, 1805. 

On  this  day  appeared  before  me,  Ebenezer 
Coolejr,  Justice  or  the  Peace  for  the  eoii&ty  of 
Point  Couple,  William  Barker, 'Who,  bd«ig  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  declared : 

That,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  instant,  he  was  one 
of  &  party  of  miHtia  commanded  by  Captain  Als- 
ton, which  party  was  stationed  for  about  two 
lionrs  within  a  few  paces  of  the  line  of  demarcar- 
tion,  on  the  Spanish  side.  Thai  they  heard  a 
noise  which  was  made  a  ^hoft  distance  ^bore  the 
line,  aifd  soon  after  saw  a  party  cross  the  line, 
who  delivered  to  Capuin  Alston  three  prisoners 
whose  names  were  Keaheb,  Nathan,  ana. Samuel 
Kemper.  Captain  Alston  ordered  the  prisoners 
to  be  immediately  conducted  to  the  Bayou. Tu- 
nica, where  they  were  put  into  a  pirogue,  to  be 
conveyed  to  Baton  Rouoe;  that  deponent  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Alston  to  keep  a  strict 
watch  on  them,  and  to  give  them  no  opportunity 
of  escaping  antil  he  should  deliver  them  at  the 
fort  of  baton  Rouge;  lHat,as  deponent  was  pass- 
ing opposite,  the  g&rcisoii  of  Point  Cotipfte,  his 
ni rogue  was  .taken  by  a  superior  force  <iommanded 
by  Lieutenant  Wilson,  commandant  of  the  garrf« 
son  of  Point  Coup6e,  who  took  into  custody  the 

Srlsoners  and  the  party  by  whom  they  were  con- 
ucted. 

:  WILLIAM  BARKER. 
Sworn  before  me  this  5(h  day  of  September, 
1805,  _ 

BBENEZER  COOL^Y« 
Juttice  of  the  Peace. 

AprinAvtT,  No.  10. 

Missieeippi  TerrUory^ee: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  William  Flanagan,  jr., 
of  Wilkinson  county,  in  said  Territory,  person- 
•ally  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  one  of  the 
Superior  judges  for  said  Territory,  and  being  of 
lawful  age,  upon  his  oath  deposeth  and  saith.  that 
Lieutenant  Glascock  and  a  party  of  twelve  light 
horse,  being  a  part  of  Captain  Jones's  company  or 
aquauron  of  Spanish  light  horse,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  2lst  day  of  August  last,  came  over  the  line 
of  demarcation  to  thi^  deponent's  house,  which  is 
on  the  Ttehfau  creek,  about  two  miles  above  the 
line,  and  took  him  and  his  wife  and  carried  them 
about  five  miles  below  the  line,  and  kept  them 
under  guard  all  night,  and  n^zt  morning  dismiss- 
ed his  wife,  who  vnis  taken  home  bv.  her  brother, 
who  had  been  sent  out  aAer  them  by  her  father. 
That  after  she  was  dismissed,  thev  carried  this 
deponent  fifteen  miles  further,  ana  told  him  he 
must  go  to  iaii  or  give  up  his  horse.  He  refused 
to  ffive  op  his  hor^e,  till  they  cocked  their  glins 
.and  pistols  all  round  him,  there  being  eight  of 
them  then  present,  and  said  he  must  pay  them 
their  expenses,  give  up  his  horse,  or  go  to  jail. 
He  replied  that  he  had  rather  lose  his  horse  than 
4to  to  jail.  Whereupon  they  took  his  horse,  bridle. 
4tnd  saddle,  and  dismissed  him,  and  he  retorned 


home  on  foot.  The  names  of  the  men  who  com- 
posed said  patty  of  eij^ht  horse  were,  John  Glas- 
cock Lieutenant,  Benjamin  Le  Near,  also  an  offi- 
cer, Abraham  Jones,  son  of  the  Captain,  Kennady, 
William  Lee,  John  Bates, Hale.  Obiel  Brew- 
er,   Connor,  and  the  names  of  tne  others  he 

does  not  recollect ;  and  further  says  that  most  of 
the  party  were  formerly  American  refugees,  who 
fled  to  the  Spanish  country,  and  further  saitn  not 
WILLIAM  FLANAGAN, 
his  X  mark. 

Taken  this  seventh  day  of  September,  1805,  at 
tjie  town  of  Washington,  in  the  Territory  afore- 
said, before 

THOMAS  RODNEV. 

Note. — The  within  deponent,  Thomas  Holden, 
says,  that  it  was  reported  that  William  Flanagan, 
sr.,^ad  killed  a  certain  John  Sharp,  as  within 
mebtioned,  and  had  fled  from  the  Spanish  part  of 
the  country,  and  that  his  wif^  after  he  had  fled, 
also  left  the  country,  and  brought  their  stock  ana 
goods  above  the  litie,  and  left  them  in  the  care  of 
William  Flanagan,  jr.,  who  is  nephew  to  Wil- 
li im  Flanaffan,sr.,and  son-in-law  to  said  Thomas 
Holden,  and  that  this  was  the  only  pretext  the 
Spanish  light  horse  hjsd  for  coming  above  the 
line  and  behaving  as  they^did. 

THOalAS  RODNEY. 

ApFtDAvrr,  No.  11. 
Mufsieeippi  Territory^  sv  .• 

Be  it  remembered,  that  Thomas  Holden.  sr.,  of 
th^  county  of  Wilkinson,  in  said  Territory,  per- 
sonally ap'^red  before  the  undersigned,  one  of 
the  superior  judges  of  said  Territory^  and  beinff 
sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  lives  in  said 
county,  on  the  Tiehfau,  about  half  a  mile  above 
the  line  of  demarcation,  upon  hnd  which  he 
claims  by  pre-emption,  and  now  cultivates;  that 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  day  of  August  las^ 
Lieutenant  John  Glascock  and  twelve  men  of  the 
Spanish  light  horse,  part  of  Captain  Jones's  corn- 
pan  v,, or  squadron  of  West  Florida,  came  over 
the  line  of  demarcation  to  this  deponent's  bous^ 
and  inquired  for  William  Flanagan,  sr.,  who  baa 
lived  about  seven  miles  below  the  line,  in  the 
Spanish  territory,  and,  as  they  said,  had  killed 
a  certain  Joseph  Sharp,  also  a  Spanish  subject, 
and  said  they  were  in  pursuit  of  said  Flanagan, 
and  inquired  of  this  deponent  if  he  had  seen 
Flanagan,  or  if  he  knew  where  he  was.  This 
deponent  replied,  that  he  had  not  seen  him  for 
six  months,  out  heard  that  Flanagan  andhisfiim- 
ily  had  gone  up  the  Bayou  Pierre.  When  said 
comnany  came  u^  this  deponent  was  sitting  on 
his  fence,  about  fifty  yards  from  his  house,  and 
after  what  bad  passed,  as  before  relatedr  an  officer 
among  them,  by  the  name  of  Le  Near,  ordered 
this  deponent  to  ^  to  his  own  house,  saying  that 
he  should  pat  him  and  bis  family  under  guard. 
To  which  this  deponent  replied,  that  he  would 
not  be  put  under  ffuard  by  him  unless  he  had  au- 
thority from  the  united  States  or  the  officers  of 
this  Territory  to  do  so.  Whereupon  the  officer 
drew  his  sword,  or  dirk,  and  threatened  to  roir 
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this  deponent  through  in  an  instant  if  he. did  not 
sukniu  Then  one  of  the  company  cocked  his 
pistol^  but  said  nothing.  .Then  Glascock  caoie 
up  wiih  a  rifle  in  his  hand,  and  ordered  this  de- 
ponent to  00  along  instantly,  or  he  would  make 
Aim.  This  deponent  replied,  that -he  would  not 
go ;  that  they  had  no  business  above  the  line,  and 
Qj;dered  them  to  go  below,  wbere  they  belonged. 
Le  Near  replied  to  this,  that  his  authority  was 
above  the  line  as  well  as  h^loyr.  Damn  the  line, 
he  did  not  re^rd  it,  and  other  words  to  that  pur- 

Sose.  After  this,  tbe  party  went  off^  and  left  this 
eponent.  But  bejbre  they. went  on,  two  of  this 
deponent's  sons  came  up,*aod  he  told  them  whjBtt 
had  passed,  and  ordered  them  to  go  to  the  house 
and  get  the  g^uns,  and  they  would>  kill  all  the 
damned  Spaniards,  for  they  had  no  business  above 
the  line ;  and  upon  saying  this  the  party  left  him. 
And  he  further  saith  not.  * 

THOMAS.  HOLDEN,  Sr. 

Taken  this  7th  day  of  September,  1&05.  at  the 
town  of  Washington,  in  saia  Territory,  before 
THOMAS  BEOWN. 

No.  1. 
€h>vemcir  ef  the  Mhmmp]^  Territory  to  his  BzeeQ«i- 
cy  Charles  de  Grsnd  Pr^« 
^Toww  OP  Wasbtnoton, 
Mismsippi  Vefriiary^  Sept  6, 1805. 

Sir:  I  was  informed  ,tbata  number  of  armed 
men,  subjects  of  the  Kiug  qf  Spain,  on  the  Sd 
iDstaiit,  entered .  this  Territory,  in  the  beighborr 
hood  of  Pinckneyville,  and  there  with  force  and 
*?  lolfAce  seized  three  persons  by  tbe  B,aiiie  pf  Plem- 
per,  abused  them  in  an  inhuman  maoper,  tied  ai^d 
<Hir£ied  them  into  your  territory,  and  threatened 
oansiderab}e  puirages  to  others  in  the  same'neigh- 
hyi^hood.  This  conduct,  ^ir,  dioes  uQt.  comport 
with  that  good  uaderstunding  and  frien^y  dispo- 
sition supposed  to  exist  between  our  Governments. 
Neither  4s  such  con^duct  to  be  tolerated  by  a  Qov- 
eiffiffkeni  which  is  influenced  in.  all  its  relations 
with  others  by  a  regard  to  justice  aad  national 
faith,  especiailv  one  so  ample  in  resources  to  do 
justice  to.  itself,  and  to  commjind  respect  from 
others,  as  the  United  States. 

This  le|ter,  sir,  is  despatched  to  you  by  a  spe- 
cial messenger,  in  order  that  your  Excellency  may 
he  speedily  advised  of  this  unaccountable  trans- 
fiction,  and  provide  against  similar  outrages  and 
t^eir  cqnmuences;  as  also  to  afford  me  someex- 

Elanation  of  the  one  which  has  given  rise  to  this 
;tter.    lam,  with  grqat  respect,  ^. 

R.  WILLIAMS. 

No.  2. 

Lieutenant  ^flson  to  Governor  Williams. 

PomT  CoDPfiB,  Sept.  5, 1806. 
Sir:  1  conceive  it  to  be^my  duty.to  give  you  a 
statement  respecting  the  rescue  of  the  Kempers 
ftom  a  party  of  Spanish  subjects.  Informatioa 
Wfis  given  to  p%e  tiunt  Kemper  and  several  Ameri- 
cans were  taken  hy  force  of  arms  from  their  tesi- 
4ince  at  Pia|9kf^iyviUe,  by  a  party  of  Spanish 


subjects,  and  were  on  their  way  to  Baton  Rouee.. 
I  immediately  manned  the  boat,  and  took  the 
Kempers,  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  Samuel,  together 
with  tfae.guaki,  prisoners,  who  I  have  in  confine- 
ment, and  shall  keep  them  so  until  I  receive  or- 
ders from  the  proper  authority  for  their  release,. 
I  have  had  taken  the  depositions  of  tbe  Kempers, 
and  two  of  their  guards,  whiph  I  enclose  you. 
My  fofice  is  weak,  and  I  expect  an  attack  from 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  I  shall,  however,  give 
them  as  heartj  reception  as  the  situation  of  my 
force  will  admit  6(.    As  Goveraor  Claiborne  is,  I 

E resume,  with  }ou,  I  hope  you  will  consuit  with 
im,  aa4  Jet  mt  kaow  as  speedily  as  possibk  what 
is  to  be  done.    I  have  wrote  Captain  Sparks,  at 
Fort  Adams,  to  send  a  reinforcement,  as  I  think 
the  good  of  the  service  really  requtres  it. 
I  have  the  honor,  4bc^, 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 
JUeuUnatU  Cknmmaiidaga, 

No.  3. 

Captfiii  Sparks  to  the  Goyemor  Of  the  Mlniaiipp» 
Tsrritoiy. 

'  Fort  Adams,  S^  7, 1805. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  despatches- 
from  Captain  Wilson,  at  Point  Coup6e.  ff  it 
should  be  your  wish  to  hate  the  party  therein  re- 
ferred to  taken  to  this  place,  to  be  delivered  over 
to  the  civil  authority,  the  command  of  one  subal- 
tern anid  twenty-five  men  I  have  sent  from  tbis- 
post  to  reinforce  Captain  Wilson  will  be  instructed 
to  execute  it.    I  ami  <fcci 

R.  SPARKS, 
Captain  QnnnuaukuU, 

No.  4. 

The  Governor  of  the  Minnmippl  Territory  to  LieQten<* 
•at  Wilson,  commandant  at  Point  Goap^. 

Washington,  Mississippi  Territort^ 
September  9,1805. 

Sir:  I  this  moment  received  your  despatch, 
dated  the  5th  jnstant,  informing' me  'of  your  hav- 
ing taken'and  confined  a  Spanish  party,  which 
b'^d  on  the  night  of  the  third  instant  forcibly  taken 
from  this  Territory  the  three  Kempers,  whom  the 
patty  had  in  their  possession  when  you  took  them.. 
Your  conduct,  sir,  on  this  6ccasion,  merits  appro* 
bation,  so  far  as  I  am  informed  of  it. 

I  request  that  you  will,  with  all  possible  de- 
spatch, have  conveyed  to  this  Territory  the  whole 
of  the  offending  party,, to  be  delivered  over  to  the 
civil  authority ;  also  the  Keqipers.  I  request  yoi» 
will  deliver  them  at  Fort  Adaois,  where  further 
orders  will  remain.  Captain  Sparks  has  informed 
me  the  reinforcement  he  sent  you  will  act  also  a» 
a  guard  for  the  above  purpose. 

I  enclose,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  au 
order  which  I  have  thi.i  day  issued  in  consequence 
of  these  outrages,  and  others  comtnitted  on  the- 
line  eastwardiy  from  Pinckneyviile. 
I  am,  d^c. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 
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No.  6. 

The  Governor  of  tbe  Minisfltppi  Territory  to  Captain 
Spafks,  commaiiding  at  Port  Adams. 

Natcbbz,  September  9, 1805, 

Tien  o'clock  at  nigJU, 

Sir:  As  I  was  starting  fram  Wasjiisj^ton  to 
this  place,  I  reeei^ed  your  Tetter  of  the  7th  instant, 
with  a  despatch  from  Captain  .Wiison. 

My  answer  to  Captain  Wilson  I  have  sent  open 
lor  .your  pernsai,'  which  I  pray  yon  to  forward 
immedtatiBly. 

I  teqnest  that  yon  will  retain  and  safely  keep 
ttatder  military  authority  the  party  that  may  be 
sent  to  you,  agreeably,  to  my  directions  to  Gap- 
tain  .Wilson,  until  they  are  receired  hj  the  civil 
authority.  Acoefit  my  hearty  approbation  ofjont 
and  Captain  Wilson's  attention  onlhis  oceasioo. 

*"^       ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

No.  6, 
The  GoTiSnior  of  the  Mississippi  Territory's  orderi  to 
Colonel  BUis,  of  the  5th  regiment  of  th<$  militia  of 
said  Tenritory. 

HfiAD  ftUABTEKfl,  WaSHINQTOW, 

MisBieaiPFi  TfianiTonT, 
iSeptemier  9, 1805. 

Sib  :  You  wrU,4>.n  the  receipt  of  ihii  order,  im- 
mediatelT-asBembte  from  your  regiment  the  Ibl* 
lowipg  detachment  for  duty,  viz :  two  captains, 
two  lieUtenahts,  two  ensigns,  eight  sergeants,  eight 
corporals^  two  drummers,  or  bugle-hcwsemen,  and 
eighty*two  privates,  to  compose  two  equal  com- 
panies. They  are  to  be  well  armed,' and  supplied 
with  twelve  rounds  of  iMununition  petr  man.  Not 
baring  the  state  of  your  regiment  hy.  actual  re- 
turn, it  must  rest  with  yourself  from  which  bat- 
tallion  you  are  Co  detach  them.  This  detajobment 
is  tO"  not  as  a  patrgt  near  and  akm^  the  line  of  de- 
marcation, to  prevent  or  check  irregal^irities  of 
ereiy  kind.  They  are  to  rendezvous  at  Pincik- 
neyvil^  from  whence  they  will  be  detakshed  to 
their  difierent  posts.  •  As  soon  as  they  are  assem- 
bled, a  return  of  them  will  be  made,  naniing  the 
oommissioned  officers,  and  teportiii^  the  strength 
and  the  state  of  arms,  dkc.,  and  forward  to  the 
inspector  at  this  place,  when  you  will  receive  fiir- 
ther  orders.  In  the  mean  time,  the  detachments 
will  be  active  as  patrols,  examining  all  equivocal 
chnrncters  passing  the  line  below,  and  especially 
if  by  night,  stopping  and  securing  any  armed  par- 
ties improperly  passing  4he  lines,  as  in  some  late 
instances ;  and,  m  short,  affording  all  proper  pro- 
tection in  their  poweir  to  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  their  property.  The  better  to  eilect 
this,  one  captain,  and  his  command,  will  be  de« 
tach-ed  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  line  to  be  gfuard- 
•d,  and  take  post  on  er  near  the  Tiehfau,  from 
whence  the  communication  must  be  kept  up  to 
meet  the  patrol  detached  from  post  near  the  west 
and  of  the  line. 

Brery  oceunpenee  worthy  of  note  can  ^and  must 
be  communicated  in  this  way  to  the-  senior  cap- 
tain^ Whose  post  win  be  m  or  near  PincknayriUe) 


and  who  will  report  either  direct  to  head-quarten, 
or  to  the  inspector's  office.  Should  any  hostik 
attempt  b^  made,  either  on  the  citizens,  propert5^ 
or  the  detachment  on  duty,  force  must  be  repellea 
with  force.  R.  WILLIAMS. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  Williams,  Esq.,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Missiasippi  Territory,  to  the  Secretary  of 
Bute. 

Mississippi  Tehritori^ 

Waehingtqn,  Oct.  1, 1805. 
By  my  communication  of  the  14th  ultimo,  yon 
were  i  a  formed  of  some  outrages  committed  within 
this  Territorv,  near  th^  Spanish  line,  and  of  thr 
steps  1  had  tsdten  in  relation  thereto. 

I  now  have  .the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  fur- 
ther information,  Governor  Grand  Pr^'s  letter  in* 
answer  to  mine  of  ths  6th  ultimo,  and*  my  reply 
to  him,  marked  and  nuipbered  1  and  2;  also  the* 
documents  marked  1, 2,  and  3,  which  will  inform 
you  of  the  further  steps  taken  in  this  affair. 

The  militajy  patrol  which  1  oVdered  out  on  tbe 
line  were  organized  and  disbanded,  on  holding 
themselves  in  readiness,  and  places  appointed  to 
rendjezvous  under  a  standing  order  to  the  officeia 
commanding,  to  check  any  disorder  that  might 
appear.        ' 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  yon  that  thinos 
in  that  quarter  have  become  very  quiet  and  settM, 
which  I  believe  would  not  have  been  the  case  hot 
for  the  measures  which  were  pursued. 

Som^  of  our:  citizens  were  concerned  in  .this 
business,  and  are  bound  over  te-coutt  for  proac^ 
cution* . 

[Endostires  accompanying  the  above.] 

Governor  Grand  Pr6  to  Governor  WilUaais. 
Batoh  Rouob,  Sept.  9, 1805. 
Mt  DfiAR  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letteVj 
dated  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  the  extraordinary 
event  that  happened  at  Pinekneyville,  on  the  3u 
instant,  viz:  tne  assault  on  the  three  brothers, 
Eempers^  bv  persons  unknown,  and  disguised,  it 
is  said,  m,  blaek,  who  conducted  them  on  iieit 
part  of  the  Territory  which  it  has  pleased  His 
Majesty  to  commit  to  my  chaii^e.  The  occur- 
rence is  singular,  and  of  vrhich  I  had  no  informa- 
tion till  the  night  between  the  7th  and  8th,  by  one 
of  the  commanders  of  the  patrols,  who^  since  the 
inroads  committed  by  that  turbulent  banditti, 
headed  by  the  Kempers,  have  been  stationed  near 
th^  frontiers  and  within  the  interior  settlement  of 
Feliciana.  The  first  gave  me  information  uadet 
date  of  the  5th,  that,  by  night,  he  met  with  a  party 
of  men  disguised  and  armed-,  who  were  conduct- 
ing three  others,  whom  they  immediately  aban- 
doned, and  retired  with  precipitation  the  same 
way  which  they  appeared  to  have  come,  without 
uttering  a  single  word;  his  first  care  was  to  se- 
cure the  persons  of  the  three  men,  whom  he  found 
to  be  the  Kempers,  and  immediately  had  them 
conducted  to  Bayou  Tunica,  there  to  be  embarked 
ijnder  an  escort, and  delivered  at  my  disposal ;  he 
added  that,  on  the  way,  the  escort  was  stopped  by 
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actual  force,  on  the  river,  very  nea^  the  eastern 
shore,  by  Captain  Wilson,  military  commandant 
at  Point  Coupee,  where  it  is  said  tne  escort  ts  de- 
tained, and  also  the  Kempers.  The  commander 
of  the  patrol  also  declares  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  know  any  one  of  the  persons  who 
brought  and  abandoned  the  said  Kempers,  owinff 
to  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  th^ir /disguise,  and 
their  very  prompt  departure. 

This  is  all  the  information  I  have  as  yet,  but 
liave  despatched  an  express  to  procure  a  more 
ample  knowledge  respectiDg  this  strange  and  mys- 
4erious  violation. 

It  is  not  necessary,  I  flatter  myself,  that  I  should 
^express  what  pains  our  Grovernment  Ixas  taken, 
and  how  unceasingly  scrupulous  it  has  been  to 
maintain  and  Constantly  to  preserve  with  that  of 
the  United  States  that  good  understanding  and 
iiarmony,  which  it  ought  to  be  impossible  for  a 
few  intriguing  perfidious  adventurers,  thirsting 
after  revenge  for  private  animosities,  to  interrupt. 
Of  this  I  hope  your  Excellency  is  fully  convinced, 
and  upon  this  principle  vou  will  approve  the  effi- 
cacious measures  lam  about  to  take  for  theextir- 
Eation  of  this  disorder,  which  has  risen  to  it»ftfll 
eight  on  the  territory  of  this  Gk)vernment — dis- 
order, confusion^  violations,  outrages,  plunder,  in- 
sult to  the  magistrate ;  dragging  him  by  a  rope 
round  his  neck ;  attempts  on  the  flag  of  the  Kxus 
my  master,  and  now  the  violation  committed  with 
the  Kempers,  (authors  of  all  the  above  mentioned,) 
on  the  Government  of  your  Excellency. 

After  this  explicit  narrative,  I  hope  your  Ex- 
cellency will  make  the  necessary  dispositions  for 
the  return  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  escorting 
the  three  prisoners,  as  they  are  absolute  strangers 
to  all  the  circumstances  oi  this  husiuess.  I  claim 
them  from  your  Excellency's  justice,  considering 
their  detention  as  illegal,  as  also  that'of  the  pris- 
oners thev  were  conducting,  these  having  been 
taken  witnin  this  Territory,  where  a  most  singu- 
lar event  bad  brought  them,  apd  I  cannot  iinagiqe 
what  could  have  been  the  design  of  the  authors 
of  this  plot;  saving,  however,  for  a  subsequent 
determination  respecting  the  legality  of  a  capture 
made  under  such  siogular  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

CHARLES  DE  GRAND  PRE. 

Most  Excellent  R.  Williams. 

Cbvemor  Williams  to  Governor  Grand  Pri,  in  answer. 
Washington,  Sept,  30, 1805. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  in  answer 
to  mine  of  the  6th,  I  received  some  days  ago ;  but 
the  equivocal  manner  with  which  you  treated  the 
subject  of  my  letter  afforded  little  or  no  informa- 
tion, and  rendered  it  expedient  to  delay  an  answer 
until  I  should  obtain  such  information  relative 
thereto  as  would  enable  m.e  to  treat  the  subject 
with  that  candor  which  oOr  respective  situations 
require,  and  the  interest  and  honor  of  our  Gov- 
ernments demand.  .  ^ 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  under- . 
stood  that  the  three  Kempers  were  retaken  by 
Lieutenant  Wilson,  near  i^oint  Couple,  where 


they,  together  with  the  Spanish  guard,  were  de- 
tained. I  gave  orders  for  the  removal  of  them 
and  their  escort  to  Fort  Adams,  within  this  Ter- 
ritory. They  have  all  been  delivered  over  to  the 
civil-  authority  for  examination,  as  to  their  sap- 
posed  offences  committed  within  this  Territory, 
or  that  nught  be  cognizable  by  the  civil  authority 
thereof;  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you,  that  the  outrages  which  were  the  subject  of 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  6tli  instant,  appear  to  have 
been  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  combination  with  the  subjects  of  Spain,  resid- 
ing within  the  jurisdietion  of  our. respective  €h)v- 
ernments,  all  of  whom  are  liable  Ui  be  puoished 
under  the  authority  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  of  this  Territory.  It  also  appears-that  the 
six  persons,  subieots  of  Spain,  composiiur  the  es- 
cort, to  wit :  William  Barker,  Charles  Stewart 
John  Morris,  John  Ratcliff^  George  Row,  and 
Adam  Bingaman,  were  accessories  and  confeder- 
ates with  the  offending  party,  and  might  have 
been  legally  treated  as  such  by  this  Government ; 
but  being  desirous  to  keep  alive  and  promote  that 
harmony,  and  good  understanding  between  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  and.  also  becau^  from  th^  scep- 
tical style  of  your  letter,  it-  is  not  clear  whether 
the  act  was  authorized,  I  have  caused  those  six 
men,  composing  the  escort,  to  be  liberated,  and 
safely  conducted  to  the  territory  possessed  by  His 
Catholip  Majesty.  The  Kempers,  of  whom  your 
Excellency  complains  as  having  been  the  original 
authors  ot  these  outrages,  I  luve  caused  to  be 
l)ound  to  their  good  behaviour,  and  to  keep  the 
peace  towards  your  Government,  its  subjects,  dec. 

It  is  also  proper  I  should  inform  your  Excellen- 
cy^ that,  in  a  few  days  after  the  date  of  my  letter 
of  the  6th,instant  to  you,  I  received  information 
that,  some  days  before,  a  party  of  twelve  men, 
^armed,  c^ommauded  by  Lieutenant  Glascock^  part 
of  Captain  Jones's  coin  pany  of  Spanish  light-horse, 
entered  this  Territory  in  the  neighbwbood  of 
Tiehfau  creek,  and  there  threatened  considerable 
abus.e  nf  some  of  th^  inhabitants ;  seized  and  car- 
ried by  force,  from  theiv  house  of  dwelling,  a  man 
by  the  name  of  William  Flanaj^n,  jr.,  and  his 
wife,  into,  the  territory  possessed  by  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  whom  they  detained  a  considerable  time, 
and,  on  their  releasemeut,  took  and -kept  a  horse, 
bridle,  and  saddle,  belonging  to  the  said  Flana- 
gan, and  which  I  am  informed  have  been  since 
aold  under  the  orders  of  an  officer  of  yoor  Gov- 
ernment. I  request  your  Excellency  will  inquire 
into  this  affair,  and  give  me  an  answer  as  soon  as 
convenient. 

I  trust  the  lenient  measures  which  I  have  caosed 
to  be  pursued  upon  this  occasion  will  be  duly  ap- 
preciated, and  attributed  to  th^  proper  motives  ; 
and  that  your  Excellency  will  unite  with  me  iik 
adopting  such  measures  as  will  prevent  similac 
occurrences  in  future. 

Your  Excellency  demands  of  methe  three  Kemp- 
ers as  your  prisoners,  taken,  as  you  say,  ^within  this 
iurisdiction,  w^here  the  most  singnlar  erent  had 
brought  themi"  Permit  me,  sir,  without  criticis- 
ing on  the  merits  of  this  demand^  which  it  is  so 
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sndeepdbU  of,  to  barely  suggest,  as  a  reason  for 
my  non-compliaDce,  the  eonsequpoces  which 
would  necessarily  flow  from  a  compliance  with 
demands  made  under  such  circumstances^  and 
founded  on  transactions  of  this  kind. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

His  Exc'y  Chas.  Db  Qbaud  Pre. 

Wasbinoton,  Sept  23, 1805. 
Sift :  Finding  you  had  left  this  when  I  returned 
from  Natchez,  Mr.  Shields  follows  with  my  orders 
to  Cantain  Sparks,  commanding  at  the^ort.  £n- 
cloaed  is  a  eopy  of  my  .letter  to  him,  indicatireof 
the  wish  of  the  Executive  of  this  Territory  on 
the  o^casion^  which  I  trust  will  be  compatible 
with  the  civil  authority. 
I  am,  ^. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 

Judge  RODN£T. 

Washington,  Sept  23, 1805. 
Silt:  t  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th 
instant,  informing  me  of' the  arrival  of  the  pris- 
oners from  Point  Couple,  at  Fort  Adams. 

I  request  that  they  vamj  all  be  delivered  over' to. 
Judge  Rodney,' or  some  justice  of  the  peace^  to  be 
examined  as  to  any  offences  they  may  have  com- 
mitted within  the  limits  of  this  Territory,  or  ihat 
may  be  cognizable  by  the  civil  authority  thereof. 
The  Spanish  subjects,  to  the  number  of  six,  as 
1  am  informed,  should  they  be  discharged  by  the 
civH  authority.  I  request  that  you  will  cause  them' 
to  be  escorted  ny  t  sufficient  guard,  to  the  line  di- 
vidiflg:  this  J'erritory  (jron^  that  possessed  by  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  there  liberated,  and  suffered- to 
pass  into  hii  jurisdiction. 

As  to  the  Kempers,  I  presume  ther  will  be  dealt 
with  as  the  law  will  authorize;  -ana  my  hope  is, 
that-they  may  be  bound  to  their  good  behaviour, 
and  to  keep  the  pfeace,  as  well  towhrds  this  citizens 
of  the, United  Statea  as  the  subjects  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty. 

Accept  my  best  respects,  Ac. 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS. 
Capt.  RiCHAKD  Spabks, 

Military  Commandani  aX  Fori  Adams. 

Town  qj  Wasbinoton,  Sept.  30, 1805. 
Dbar  Sir:-  On  the  25th  or  26th  of  this  instant, 
I  made  examination  into  the  truth  of  the  outra|M 
committed  in^this  Territory^  at  and  near  Pinek- 
ney  ville^  on  the  niffht  of  the  3d  of  this  instant,  on 
the  persons  of  Reuben}  Nathan,  and  Samuel  Kem- 
per. T  his  outrage  appears*  to  nave  been  commit- 
ted by  a  combination  of  persons,  some  residing 
above,  aDd-  some  below,  the  line  of  demarcation. 
Among  them  was  a  Doctor  Boaner,  a  Henry 
Flower,  aon  of  Doctor  Flower,  and  a  Mr.  McDer* 
mot,  who  were  active  above  the  line^  and  are  said 
to  reside  below.  The  party,  composed  of  |welve 
white  men  an4  seven  negroes,  first  assaulted  and 
broke  the  house  of  Nathan  Kempef.  aiid  seized 
and  tied  him  and  his  brother  Renben;  then  a 


part  of  them  went  to  the  house  of  Samuel  Kem- 
per, broke,  into  his  room,  tod  took  and  tied  him 
■also;  and  the  two  parties  met  again  near  the 
line,  and  went  in  compaDy  on  the  high  road 
till' the V  got  a  few- feet  below  the  line,  where  Cap* 
tain  Alston,  with  a  party  of  twelve  men,  lay  in 
wait,  and  marched  out  of  the  bushes  and  took  pos- 
session of , the  Kempers;  at  the  instant,  all  the 
other  party  dispersed  and  run  off.  Alston  and 
his  party  then  conducted  the  Kempers  down  to 
Bayou  TunJca  landing,  ^nd  put  them  onboard  of 
a  boat,  and  ordered  six  of  his  men,  to  wit,  Wil- 
liam' Barker,  Charles  Stewart,' John  Morris,  John 
RatclijS*,  Qepige  Rowe,  and  Adam  Biogaman,  to 
take  them  down  to  Baton  Rouge.  On  their  way 
down,  when  they  got  opposite  the  American  gar- 
rison  at  Point  Coup6e,  the  boat  was  taken  by 
Captain  Wilson,  the  Kempers  released,  and  the 
Spanish  subjects  made  prisoners.  It  appearing, 
on  examination  of  the  Klempers,  that  the  six  per- 
sons last  mentioned  had  not  acted  a^ove  the  finCi 
they  were  liberated,  as  will  appear  by  a  document 
I  enclose.  None  of  the  Spanish  subjects  that 
were  active  in  the  outrage  above  the  line  were 
taken  into  custody  j  but  if  they  bad  been  in  cus- 
tody, they  would  have  been  detained  for  trial. 
And,  indeed,  it  was  so  evident  that  the  party  be- 
low the  line  were  acting  confederate  with  those 
above,  had  they  not  been  the  subjects  of  a  Gov- 
ernment in  amity  with  us,  the  six  persons  dis-^ 
charged  mighi  have  been  leeally  detained  until 
due  satiiifaption  was  made.  I  was  careful,  how- 
ever, to  'avoid  anything  that  would  in  the  least 
tend'lo  vidhife  the  amity  of  the  two  nations,  and 
therefore  thoii^ht  proper  to  liberate  them,  though 
I  think  our  military  officers  fully  iustified  in  de- 
taining them  till  legally  discharged. 
1  am,  respectfully,  dbe. 

THOMA$l  RODNEY. 

P.  S.  Justice  Baker  wast  also  directed  to  re- 
quire bail  of  Reuben,  Nathan,  and  Samuel  Kem- 
per, respect! veljr,  to  keep  the  peace,  especially 
towards  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  to 
do  no  injury  to  any  one  below  the  line  of  demai^ 
cation.  T.  R. 


DocummU  rdatwt  to  the  detention  of  pubUb  buUi^ 
«n^  at  New  Ofle&n$t  ^e. 

Extracts  of  letten  from  General  Jamee  Wilkinson  to 
the  SecreUry  of  War. 
Nsw  Orlbans,  December  27, 1803. 
Our  tro<ms  are  not  yet  in  quarters,  but  continue 
to  occupy  the  redoubu  which  surround  the  town, 
under  their  tentSi  which  baa  occasioned  great  dis- 
content and  prodiwed  much  sickness ;  nor  hava 
we  been  able  to  get. possession  of  a  single  store- 
house or  magazine  for  the  reception  of  our  tools, 
impteinen^  stores,  baggage,  and  provisions.  I  ana 
now  working  on  a  partition  of  the  barracks,  to 
separate  our  troops  from,  those  of  Spaio«and  hopa 
I  shall  be  able  to  get  our  men  under  cover  to- 
morrow; but  I  am  reduced  to  the  painful  neces- 
sityj  after  watting  thus  loAg,  to  hire  stores  for  the 
reception  of  our  provisions,  hospital  stores,  amma- 
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Bitioo.  arms,  and  other  artides,  which  ezpenM 
shoulojin  my  jadgment,  be  charged  to  the  French 
Republic,  and  tli^refore  a  separate  account  wii^ 
be  Kept  of  it,  and  all  other  ezpeDses  which  may 
•cerue  in  consequence  of  the-  incomplete  execu- 
tion of  the  treaty. 

New  Orleans,  March  2, 1804. 

It  pains  me  still  to  be  obliged  to  write  you  from 
this  place,  but  the  causes  which  have  prevented 
my  departure  still  exist.  The  Prefect  of  France 
and  the  Spanish  troops  are  still  in  town^  and  the 
magazines  and  store-nouses  still  in  their  posses- 
sion, while  we  are  obliged  to  pay  rent  for  our  own* 
accommodation.  My  patience  is  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, and  I  shall  not  be  detained  many  days  longer, 
unless  something  very  unexpected  shoula  occur  to 
make  it  my  duty. 

We  have  appearances  of  the  Prefect's. intention 
aoon  to  depart,  though  they  are  contradicted  by 
other  circumstances.  As  to  the  Marquis  de  Casa' 
Calvo,  and  the  Spanish  officers  generally,  they 
indicate  no  intention  whatever  of  moving. 

Governor  Folch  sailed  three  days  since  for  Pen- 
sacola,  but  he  was  not  accompanied  by  an]r  troops ; 
it  is  now  said  that  they  will  follow  nim  in  a  few 
days.  Yet  I  suspect  the  Marauis  de  Casa  Calvo 
will  keep  a  detachment  here  lor  his  accommoda- 
tion. .     , 

You  have,  under  cover,  a  list  of  guards,  which 
the  Spaniards  mounted  in  the  city  yesterday,  but 
you  must  not  believe  that  this  singular  spectacle 
IS  permitted  by  my  co.nsent.    . 

A  return  of  gttards  mounted  in  New.Orlearm  by 
the  troopa  of  ^pain^  March  24, 1804. 

.    8e«fl«3iti.  Coiporalk  FkivatM* 

1.  Marquis  de  C9M,  Cairo  1  -  9 

2.  Governor  Salcedo         1     .        -  9 

3.  Intendant  Morales        -  1  6 

4.  Auditor      -  '     -  -  1  3 
6.  Magazine   -       -          -             1            .6 

6.  Hospital     -        -       .  -  1  3 

7,  Dragoons  of  Mexico     -  1  3 

2  J  39 

New  Oitfc«icNs,  April  15, 1804. 

I  have- the  aatisft^tion  to  in£orm  you  that^about 
three  hundred  Spanish  troops  embarked  for  Pen- 
sacola  on  the  8th  instant,  but  I  am  informed  that 
twelve  or  fifteen  officers,  and  between  sixty  and 
one  hundred  men,  will  continue  in  this  city. 

They  have  delivered  u)>  the  harraeks,  but  occu- 
py, the  hospital  and  several  detached  buildings. 

The  Prefect  toade  his  cong^to  our  Commi»- 
sioners  on  the  12ih  instant^  but  is  stiU  in  tows^ 
eseroising  his  pefectorial  and  commissarial  func-^ 
tions,  yet  I  look  daily  for  his  embarcatiou. 

The  arrival  of  ouf  ordnanee  sootes  £rom  Fort 
Adams  commenced  a  few  days  since,  but  we  have 
as  yet  neither  stores  nor  ouigazines  ^oir  their  re- 
ception, these  being.  stiU  ooeupied  by  Che  French 
and  Spanish  Gorenrnthts. 

New  Orlbahb,  April  25,  1804. 

The  Prefect  of  Prance  embaiked  on  the  21st 
instant.  Yesterday  the  Commissioners  of  the  Uair 


ted  States  took  leave  of  the  Commissionen  of 
Sfiain,  and  I  numbered  twenty-five  Spanish  offi- 
cers at  the  audience. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Conslant 
Freeman  to  Oeneral  Wilkinson,  dated 

Nbw  pRLBAMS /Uy  14, 180L 
On  the  9th  instant,  sir,  the  powder  magazine, 
opposite  to  this  city,  was  deliTeted  to  me. 

Extractofa'lstter  from  General  Wittinfoii  to  die  See- 
f  etary  of  War,  dated 

New  Orlbana,  Jd$u  16, 1804. 
We  did  not  until  this  day  receive  the  orders  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  Cominissioners  for  the 
delivery  of  the  posts  in  upper  Louisiana. 


Documents  rdaiive  to  the  eonduet  of  the  SpatumdM  in 
Ifiuieianai  eetahUehmeat  of  neu poets,-  rdnfcnt- 
mettU,andr^fHfrtiof  a  reposeeMMion  of  that  country. 

Extnct  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Turner  to  Gcnanl 
James  WilkiniBon,  dated 

NATOHiTocaBSi  Aug.  1, 1804. 
•  Since  I  laat  wrote,  nothingxif  much  iraportaaee 
has  transpired.  Oar  ne^hbors  still  keep  up  limt 
sort  of  conduct  towards  us,  which  a  state  of  wa£ 
alone  would  juetify.  Every  pei^ou  wko  pum 
from  here  is  strictly  exaeakied  and  searcfaai,  and 
all  leuers  found  ia  their  posseasion  are  broken 
open  and  perused  with  an  ezpeciatioD  of  fiiidiog 
them  big  with  ticason,  stratagema,  and  erimts. 

Copy  of  a  lettef  from  the  same  to  the  aame^  dsted 
Natchitochss,  Oct,  15, 1804. 

Th6  Spaaiards  are  uodoubtedly  meditating  mis- 
chief ia  this  quarter  ^  their  emissaries  have  been 
at  work  ataaong  the :  Indians  and  .negroes.  The 
night  before  last,  nine  of  the  latter  run  off /or  Na- 
cogdoches, who,  it /has  been  aseertainecL  have 
been  persuaded  so  to  do  by  a  Spaniard,  inhaVatant 
of  Nacogdoches,  teiUng  them  that,  on  their  ar- 
rival there,  they  wcmld  be  made  free.  Upwards 
of  thirty  are  at  this  moment  known  to  )iave  been 
in  the  {nlot  of  elopement;  and  intelligesce  of  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  plan  is  momently  com- 
ing to  light.  To-day  it  is  discovered  that  four  of 
the  nine  have  returued,  to  rouse  and  stiaialate 
thdr  confederates  and  otheia  who  vera  aot  im-- 

aated ;  an  Indian  boy,  who  was  in  one  of  their 
ins,  gives  the  iaielligenoe.  He  says'thoae  wIm> 
returned  were  instilling  into  the  others,  that,  aiace 
the  pldt  has  been  discovered,  it  should  atiaaulate 
them 'to  be  more  determined,  dec  ^.  .The  whole 
district  is  ia  the  most  alarming  stata^  and  inevita- 
ble ruin  to  it,  and  perhaps  aU  Louiaiana,  mast  be 
the  conaequemie,  unless  prompt  measarea  mx« 
taken  to  atop  th^  infamous  pcoeeedings  of  the  in- 
fernal Spaniards. 

I  received  a  message,  the  other  day,  from  the 
C^wsadee  or  Alabama  IndiaiM,  iaformuae  that 
other  Indians,  stimulated  by  the  Spaniard,  hmd 
deaived  th«  toroove  over  the  liae^  (they  iiviag 


1306 


Belationt  with  Spain. 


laoi 


on  tbit  side  the  Sabiae.  wtlhio  lh«  district  of  Ope- 
lonsas,)  and  informed  tliem  that  they  wished  them 
to  join  a  war  against  the  AcoerieaiM }  opon^efos- 
ing,  they  threatened  to  cut  them  oif  whettTer 
they  should  meet  with  them.  Further,  that  a 
great  eooncil  w«8  about  to  be  held,  to  which  all 
the  Indians  were  invito,  and  the  Spaniards  were 
to  have  large  presents  there  for  them.  Thisintel* 
ligence  has,  within  a  iewjars^  been  corsoborated 
by  a  white  man  liyinff  near  the  Babine.  whom  ibe 
Indians,  being  friendly  towards,  desired  to  quit,  as 
shortly  depredations  were  to  -eonMaenee  on  the 
Atneracan  fronlier. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  bocUnr  John  Qiblej  to  the  Sec- 
letaiy  of  War,  dated 

NATOBirOOBEB,  Mcff  1, 1806* 

The  Chectarw  chief,  at  the  same  time,  reported 
to  me,  that'  a  iMirty  of  his  people  had  lately  re- 
turned from  a  nrunting  rojage  on  the  bay  of  8^. 
Bernard,  and  that  they  there  fell  in  with  two  par- 
ties of  Spanish  troops,  who  had  lately  arrived 
there  by  walec,*nd  hAd  their  shipping 4nen  lyinff 
there  ^  that  they  weae  building  two  forts,  and  had 
ffot  them  cenaideraUy  adTaneed ;  one  or  them  at 
3ie.  mouth  of  Trinity  river,  at  the  Qekekesaws, 
the  oriier,  further  to  the  westward,  near  the  Ca^^ 
raukuas ;  they  did  not  know  by  what  name  they 
called  the  place,  but  I  take  it  to  be  Mataaordo : 
that  the  Spanish  officer  at  Oekekeqaws  had  com- 
miasioned  one  of  hie  hunters  as  a  chief,  tod  told 
him  the  Ameri^ns  holding  t)iis  country  weDe  all 
wind  i  that,  if  they  were  wise,  tiiey  would  aban* 
don  us  and  attach  then^selves  to^hem,  (the  Span- 
iards,) for  their  pld  friends  would  not  forsake 
them;  but  that. they  were  sidvancinjg^  against  the 
Americans,  and  should  soon  build  a  fort  in  Ope- 
lousas,  alkd  another  at  Attakapas,  and  one  at  or 
near  Natchitoches,  and  proceea  on  towards  New 
Orleans  ;  and  that  the  officer  told  him  he  was  in' 
want  of  spades  to  go  oil  faster  with  the  works  j 
and  that,  if  the  Indians  would  come  in  among  the 
Americans  and  buy  what  they  eould  and  bring  to 
him,  be  would  give  them  a  norse  for  each  spade 
they  Would  bring. 

This  farunter,  on  his  arrival  at  Bayou  Chero,  at 
the.  Choctaw  village^  finding  the  chief  absent,  sent 
off  a  runner  to  notifv  him  of  it,  and  to  he  on  his 
guard  against  the  Americans,  ;for  alt  Louisiana 
would  soon  belong  agjiin  to  Spain. 

Mr.  Fulsome,. who  I  occasionally  employ  as  an 
interpreter,  was  oreient  when  the  chief  received 
this  messajje,  and  came  in  with  him  to  me,  who 
likewise  said  that  there  was,  at  the  same  time,  a 
Spaniard  in  the  Choctaw  camp  asleep,  and  that 
after  the  runner  had  delivered  his  message,  he 
(Fulsome)  awakened  the  Spaniard,  and  asked 
bim  if  he'  knew  anything  of  a  Spanish  force  hav- 
ing arrived  at  the  Oekekesaws,  and  he  said  he  had 
heard  ao.  ' 

Aa  Ameiicatt  gentleman,  a  Captain  Piisto,  of 
Tenncaaee,  was  with  me  a  few  hours  ago.  He  is 
lately  from  Naoofdoebee,  and  informs  me  that  he 
Bttderstood  the  flame  when  he  waa  at  that  pkee. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Turner  40  Genenl 
James  Wilkinson,  dated 

Fort  CLAiBoamB,  (NatdntocKes,) 
May  3, 1805. 
Within  theae  two  days  I  have  t^oeived  infor- 
mation that  the  Spaniards  have  absolutely  estab- 
lished themselves,  both  at  Matagorda,  and  the 
Orco<;pusas.  They  came  bv  sea,  and  immediatelj 
commenced  fortifying.  The  informer  is  an  In- 
dian chief  of  the  Choetaws.  who  says  thait  a  war* 
rior  of  his  nation,  who  has  neen  hunting  with  the 
Caraukuas,  on  the  bay  of  St.  Beri^ara,  has  le* 
turned  loaded  with  Spanish  presents  and  caresses, 
and  says  that  the  commanding  officer  told  him 
that  ^e  and  his  people  had  better  abandon  the 
Americans,  and  come  under  the  protection  of  the 
Spaniards,  who  would  never  forsake  their  old 
friends ;  and  bid  him  witness  their  present  pro- 
ceedings, giying  to  understand  that  it  wes  only 
preparatory  to  their  taking  possesaion  of  the  coun* 
try  again,  which  would  not  remain  long  in  the 
hands  of  the  Americans,  as  they  meant  to  edge 
themselves  along  till  they  got  to  Orleans;  that 
the  warrior  appeared  ro  believe  what  was  told 
him,  and  had  returned  with  different  ideas  respect- 
ing the  Americans  than  he  possessed  before.  Th^ 
informer  fqrther  savs,  that  the  Spanish  troops 
were  in  want  of  ^mdes,  and  ioM  this  Indian,  and 
those  who.  were  with  him,  that  if  they  would 
bring  soibe  from  this  plaee,  or  Opelousas,  he  Would 
give  them  a  horse  for  every  one  delivered. 

£ttract  of  a  letter  6om  Doctor  John  SiUey  to  theSeo* 
retaiy  of  War,  dated 

NATCBiTOCHsa,  Hoy  81. 1806. 
I  scat  Mr.  Ftdsomelobrinff  in  tkechteiand  the 
partv  of  Choetaws,  who  had  Utel^r  retorned  from 
the  bay^  &t»  Bernard,  and  had  gi^eo  an  account 
of  the  posts  of  Matagordo  and  the  Oefcekeeawa 
being  hitely  taken  possession  of.  Mr.  Fulsome 
foona  them  and  brought  them  in.  He  can  give 
no  certain  account  of  any  troopg  being  at  h&ta* 
^ordo,  but  he  was  at  the  OeicekesawB,  and  sa# 
them  j  they  were  building  a  fort :  bnt  a  small  ntihi* 
her  of  soldiera.  The  chief  says,  the  Spanish  offi* 
eer  advised  him  and  all  his  nation  to  come  to 
them ;  that  their  groat  father  Qver  the  water  had 
not  forgotten  them,  and  gave  them  not  only  hia 
hand  but  his  whole  arm.  He  says  the  party  he 
saw  came  there  by  land :  but  the  evening;  he  left 
th^  place,  he  saw  a  vessel  in  the  bay,  that  the  offi- 
cer said  was  coming  to  them  with  a  reinforcement. 
He  likewise  says,  he  heard  they  intended  to  build 
forts  soon  at  Opelousas,  Attakapas,  and  Natchito- 
ches, but  he  did  not  hear  the  officer  say  it. 

Extract  of  a  letter  iram  Dr.  John  Sibley  to  the  Secie* 
tsiy  of  War^  dated 

NATOHIffOOHBB,  JWy8)  1805. 
A  nan  by  the  namerof  St.  Prie  arrived  here  yes- 
terday from  the  Spanish  country.  He  speaks 
French:  I  have  had  some  conversation  with 
him.  He  says  that  there  are  five  hundred  fami- 
liea  arrived  at  St.  Antonio,  settlers,  with  a  con- 
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■iderable  reinfofceineDt  of  troop9 ;  and  that  one 
hundred  soldiers  were  commg  to  Nacogdoches; 
fifty  of  whom  were  to  be  there  by  the  15th  inst. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 

Natchitoches,  August  8, 1805. 

Great  pains  are  certainly  taken  by  people  liTing 
'here,  and  strangers  passing  through  toe  country  to 
and  from  toward  Mexico,  to  freshen  and  keep  alive 
the  report  and  belief,  that  this  part  6f  the  country 
is  not  long  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States. 

The  day  before  yesterday  the  Baron  Bastrop, 
an  intimate  acquaintance  of  the  Marquis  de  Casa 
Calvo,  passed  through  this  place  from  Orleans  on 
his  way  to  Mexico  ;^n  that  way  he 'took  great 

Sains  to  circulate  the  report,  and  to  tell  all  the  in- 
abitants  he  spoke  with,  that  the  eountry  would 
ere  Ions  be  again  under  the  Qovemment  of  Spain, 
&c.  He  spealcs  French,  English,  and  Spanish. 
Assurances  of  that  kind,  from  axfaaraeter  like  the. 
Baron,  n\ake  a  strong  impression  upon  the  minds 
of  the  uninformed  inhabitants. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Turner  to  Cieneial 
James  Wilkinson,  dated 
Fort  Claiborhe,  (Natchitoches,) 
September  3, 1805. 
About  a  month  ago  Mr.  Shabus,  of  this  place, 
received  a  letter,  dated  St.  Antonio,  from  Pac^e 
Puellet,  telling  him  that  the  Commandant  Gene- 
ral, Mr.  Grimare,  direct  from  the  Court  of  Spain, 
was  expected  ih  Aue^ust  at  the  Rio  Grand^  where 
a  great  number  of  the  people  of  the  province  of 
Texas  was  to  meet  him }  that  he  was  accompani- 
ed by  seven  companies  coiminff  to  St.  Antonio, 
which  place  he  was  to  make  nis  resid^nee^  ana 
that  Captain  Amangual  was  to  be  stationed  with 
his  full  company*  at  Nacogdoches.  Mr.  Shabus 
received  a  passport  from  the  Governor  of  St.  An- 
tonio, and  a  letter  from  the  Bishop,  reqaesting  him 
to  come  on  immediately  to  make  Weparations  for 
the  Commandant  General.  Said-Sbaous  says  that 
lie,  (the  Commandant  General^  was  high  in  the 
conadence  of  the  Court  of  Spam,  and  sent  on  ac- 
count of  the  limits.  Six  hundred  families  coming 
from  Spain  to  settle  Matagordo  had  put  into  the 
Canary  islands. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same. 

Natchitoches,^ Fort  Claibcirne, 
September  20^  1805. 

The  new  Governor,  Antonio  Cordero,  has  ar- 
rived at  St.  Antonio. 

Two  men  have  just  arrived  from  Nacogdoches, 
one  of  whom  says  he  saw  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barr 
to  Davenport,  written  at  St.  Antonio,  sayioff  that 
he  was  Raiting  to  set  out  with  the  Colonel,  who 
was  to  take  the  cbmmand  at  Nacogdoches.  He 
was  to  have  two  companies  with  him,  one  of 
which  was  to  ireinforce  the  Orcoquisas,  and  the 

*  ^'  A  full  company  oonaists  of  a  captain,  heotenant* 
commandant,  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen." 


other  to  be  divided  between  Nacogdoches  and 
Adeis. 

The  white  men  emjploved  by  the  Indian  agent 
are  now  with  me,  and.relate  the  following: 

At  about  six  days'  march  nearly  southwest  from 
here,  they  came  in  sight  of  a  sort  of  stockade,  as 
well  as  tney  cduld  jud^e  from  the  distance  they 
saw  it.  They  were  discovered  by  the  garrison, 
and  a  number  of  horsemen  (to  ^he  amount  of  at 
least  fifty)  immediately  stfllied  from  out  or  near 
the  picket  work  in  line,  and  gave  them  chase.  As 
they  approached  they  formed  a  halfcirele,  in  order 
to  enclose  them.  They,  the  Americans,  escaped 
toihe  woods,  which  were  within  a  league;  the 
Spaniards  continued  the  pursuit  about  ^ftecR 
miles.  They  imagined  the  fort  or  picket  work  to 
be  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  this 
place,  and  is  situated  in  open  ground  in  the  bottom 
of  a  prairie,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Trinity  and 
Snow  rivers,  about  twenty  miles  from  the  sea* 
They  were  further  informed  that  the  place  where 
the  lort  is  was  called  Orcoquisas. 

Extract  ef  a  letter  fi^m  a  Mr.  JohnGon,  son  of  a  Colo- 
nel Johnson^  of  Kentodcy,  to  Dr.  Bih^y. 

NAcoonocHEe,  Oct,  3, 1805. 
I  have  chosen  this  method  of  informing  yoa  of 
the  receipt  of  a  letter,  from  Mr.  Barr,  bat  a  few 
minutes  since,  which  mentions,  that  he  will  be 
here  the  day  iift^r  to-morrow,  accompanied  by  the 
new  conimandant,  who  had  under  his  charge  two 
companies  of  one  hundred  and  ten  each.  The 
one  is  to  be  stationed  at  the  Trinity  nntii  farther 
orders,  the  other  is  for  this  place,  with  orders  to 
make  it  a  place  of  defence. 

Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Captain  dowjer  to  Lientenant 
Colonel  Freeman. 

^  OpBLai78A8,  Oct.  13, 1805. 

Yesterday  Judee  CoUins  waited  on  me  and  in- 
formed me  that  the  minds  of  the  citizens  of  the 
district  were  considerably  agitated  on  a  report 
being,  in  circulation  that  a  number  of  Spanis)i 
troops  have  taken  post  on  the  Kelqueshoes,  some 
distance  on  this  side  the  Sabine.  Report  says 
the  number  does  not /all  short  of  eight  hundred. 
I  have  no  idea  the  force  is  as  strong  as  reported ; 
but  that  there  are  some  Spanish  ixooipe  m  that 
quarter  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubL 

Some  time  before  Cspt.  Stille  leA  Attakapasj. 
he  had  certain  information  that  a  regular  patrol 
was  kept  tip  on  the  Sabine,  and  were  relieved 
weekly  from  the  pqst  of  Nacogdoches.  Since  then 
I  have  been  informed  (how  truly  I  cannot  say) 
that  two  of' the  inhabitants  of  this  coontry  are 
prisoners  at  that  post. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Govsmor  Claibonis  to  th* 
Secretary  of  War. 

New  OaLEANs,  Oct.  30, 1805. 
Six  hundred  troops  have  arrived  at  PensacoU 
frooil  the  Havana  j  and  it  is  reported  that  the  gar- 
risons of  Mobile  and  Baton  Rouge  are  to  receive 
considerabla  reinfoceemems.    A  Qoreroor  CSea- 
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eral  for  the  proTiOoe  of  Texas  has  anriTed  at  St. 
Antoaio ;  he  is  a  Brigadier  General,  and  said  to 
possess  military  talents. 

A  fort  is  erected  on  Trinity  river,  and  about 
two  hundred  men  (the  greater  part  ca?alry)  are 
there  stationedr 

Documents  to  show  that  the  settlement  of  Btu/ou 
Pierre t  on. the  Bed  river,  at  which  a  prmeipal  ag- 
gression took  place,  Ufos  originally  made  6v  France, 
wkilt  possesmng  Louisiana,  and  came  to  ike  posses- 
sion of  Spain  only  by. the  general jd^Kvery  of  Loth- 
isiana  to  her,  and  as  a  part  of  it. 

Campti,  in  TflE  DreTHICT  ^OP  . 
Natchitoches,  Sevt,  14, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  Jonn  Sibtey,  one 
of  the  magistrates  for  the  coutfty  of  Natchitoches, 
Mary  Palogia  Grippe  Fontineau,  aged  46.  who. 
being  duly  cautioned  and  sworn,  deposetn  and 
saith,  that  she  belieyes  she  was  born  at  the  ancient 
Caddo  villaffe,  wheire  was  an  establishment  of 
French  inhabitants  and  some,  soldiers 3  and  that 
she  perfectly  recollects  descending  the  river  with 
her  father.  She  was  then  six  years  of  age;  and 
that  her  mother  remained  behmd,  to  collect  some 
debtS)  and  came  down  a|[)OQtsix  weeks  after;  and 
that  she  had  always  understood  her  family  had 
lived  there  for  a  considerable  number  of  years ; 
and  that  there  were  a  number  of  French  families 
who  had  lived  there  for  many  years. 

FONTINEAU,  Veuve. 
'  Sworn  to  before  me, 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 
I.  John  Horn,  being  duly  sworn  as  interpreter^ 
declare  that  the  above  declaration  of  Mary  Pulo- 
gia    Grappe  Fontineau  is  \fruly  interpreted  as- 
above  written,  J.  HORN. 

Natchitoches,  Sept,  15, 1805. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Natchitoches,  Julien  Besson,  an  inhabitant  of 
Campti,  in  said  county,  aged  57,  who,  being  duly 
sworn,  defioseih  -and  saitl^  tb«t  ha  w^l  recollects 
being  carried  from  Natchkochea,  by  his  father,'  to 
the  ancient  Caddo  village,  comonoiily  called,  by 
the  course  of  tike  riv^ ,  about  one  jiundred  And 
seventy  leagues  above  Natchitoches,  on  Red  river; 
and  that,  at  Uuit  time,  there  were  living  several 
French  families  and  some  soldiers:  the  num- 
ber of  soktiers  he  does  not  remember,  but  only 
that  it  WM  -a  sergeant's  command,  (which  ser- 

geant  was  then  his  father ;)  and  that  his  iathet. 
y  order  of  the  then  French  Governor  General  ol 
Louisiana,  built  a  small  for^  at  8aidn>lao€i,  erected 
a  flag  8ta£^  on  which  the  Fren«;h  flatf  used  to  be 
hoisted :  the  name  of  the  fort  was  calkd  St.  Louis 
de  Carloretto ;  and  that,  from  the  appearance  of 
the  place,  and  everything  he  had  heard  and  undear-' 
stood  about  it,  the  establishment  had  been  made 
for  a  conftiderahle  number  of  years  before  he  went 
there,  which  is  more  than  oftv  years  ago ;  and 
that  he  lived  there  fourteen  or  fliteen  years,  during 
*ll^nwh  time  there  was  eontinu^d  a  detachment 
of  French  sekUera  there,  with  a  number  of  French 


families,  who  continued  to  cultivate  corn,  tobacco, 
and  earden  vegetables ;  and  that  lie  recollects  two 
small  pieces  of  cannon  being  there,  and  one  of 
them  burstinffby  firing;  and  he  believes  the  other 
slipped  into  tne  river,  by  an  excavation  of  its  bank, 
as  it  lay  near  the  edge  of  the  bank ;  and  that  he 
recounts  there  being  some  mill-stones  there,- but 
has  no  remembrance  of  seeing  thdm  in  use.  And, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  lived  at  the  above-men- 
tioned place,  some  French  families  were  settled 
at  the  z  atlasse  point,  so  called,  being  a  part  of 
what  is  now  called  the  Bayou  Pienre  settlement ; 
and  that  the  same  place  has  continued  to  be  Occu- 
pied by  French  families  ever  since^  and  which  i» 
now  uAder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Spanish  Gov* 
ernn^ent, in  the  province  of  Texas;  and  that  said 
Yatta^  point  used  to  be  a  plaqe  of  great  deposit 
by  Indian  traders,  before  Louisiana  was  ceded. to 
Spain :  and  further,  that  he  has  knowledge  that 
some  French  hunters,  while  Louisiana  belonged 
to  France,  planted  several  crops  of  corn  more 
N:hanr  fifty  leagues  above  the  ancient  Caddo  vil- 
lage, on  Red  ri  ver,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Boggy 
river,  (or  the  VaSsures,  as  it  is  called ;)  and  that 
the  settlement  at  the  old  Caddo  village  was  aban- 
doned about  thiriy-eight  years  ago ;  and  he  be- 
lieves the  cause  of  their'  removal  was,  having 
large  families  of  childi^en  growing  up ;  and,  after 
.  the  cession  of  Louisiatia  to  Spain,  the  settlement 
did  not  appear  to  augment,  and  the  families  were 
desirous  their  children  should  have  the  benefit  of 
d  better  society :  but  that  the  country  is  exceed- 
ingly pleasant  and  fertile, and. cabbie  of  becom- 
ing a  rich  and  populous  settlement^  And  further 
the  deponent  saith  not. 

JULIEN  BESSON. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Natchitoches,  the  l$th  of 
September,  18D5. 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

I,  the  subscriber,  being  duly  sworn  as  an  intei^ 
preter  of  the  Fi^ch  language,  do  herel^  certify 
that  the  above  or  foregoing  deposition  of  Julien 
Beison,  is  truly  interpreted. 

J.  HORN. 

NATOBi^cBEe,  Sept.  16, 1805. 
Pensonally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  said  conaty, 
Louis  Lamalafy,  Esq.,  of  Campti,  in  said  county, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that 
he  is  now  sixty-six  years  of  affe;  and  thatl^was 
born  at  the  place  nqw  called  Natchitoches.  Al- 
though he  was  never  at  ^e  place  where  the  an- 
cient Caddo  village  was,  he  was  in  the  constant 
habit  of  seeing  the  French  inhabitants,  and  the 
soldiers  who  were  then  living  and  stationed  there, 
and  has  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact  than  though  he 
had  seen  it ;  he  saw  Mr.  Grappe  and  his  family 
when  they  returned  from  there;  and  further, that 
he  has  knowledge  of  theancient  French  establish- 
ment at,  Yattasse  point,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bayou 
Pierre;  and  that  these  French  families  lived  there 
before  Louiskiana  was  ceded  \o  Spain ;  and  that 
Mr.  V^ge  lived  there  for  a  number  of  years  j  and 
that  said  place  was  usually  a  place  of  deposit  for 
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the  IndiaD  traders,  dbe.  And  further,  that  he  has 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Bourne,  formerly  commandant 
at  Natchitoches,  having  had  a  trading^ouse  es- 
tablished on  the  southwest  side  of  the  Sabine  river, 
and  distant  from  that  river  about  six  leagues,  and 
from  Natchitoches  about  fiftf  leagues,  at»d  abont 
northwest  fmm  it ;  which  establishment  was  ati- 
tecedent  to  the  Spanish  Government  taking  plaice 
in  Louisiana ;  and  that  the  same  place  was  oecn-' 
pied  by  snodry  persons  afterward,  as  welt  before 
as  after  the«change  of  Qovernments;  and  that  he 
kas  been  informed  that  the  mill-stones  that  whrt 
at  the  old  Prench  estaMishment  at  the  Caddos, 
bad  been  brought  down ;  and  that,  aecordin^  to 
the  best  of  his  recollection,  it  is  now  about  thirty- 
eight  years  siace  the  saia  settlement  was  aban- 
doned.   And  fcrrther  the  deponent  saith  not. 

LOUIS  LAMALATY. 

Sworn  to,  the  16th  of  September;  1805.  before 
me,  J.  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

I,  the  subscriber,  being  duly  sworn  as  interf  re- 
ter  of  the  French  language,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  foregoing^ declaration  of  Louis  Lamalaty,, 
Esquire,  is  truly  interpreted  and  translated. 

J.  HORN. 

Natcbitochss,  Sept,.  16, 1805. 
Penonally  appeared  l^efore  me,  John  Sibley, 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  county. 
Mary  Settes  Brevell,  widow  of  AntoineCktllettej 
deceased,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  aod 
saith,  that,  after  she  married  Mr.  GriUetle.  she 
went  with  him  to  the  anei^ait  Caddo  villaM 
where  she  remained  about  eighteen  months.  At 
that  time,  there  weee  a  few  French  inhabitants 
who  settled  and  lived  there,  and  a  French  com- 
mandant, who  w^s  Mr.  Grappe,  and,  as  near  as 
she  recollects,  (bur  soldiers ;  tnat  the  French  in- 
habitants cultivated  everything  that  was  com- 
mon for  the-^French  in  other  part*  of  Louiaiana ; 
and  that  she  does  not  recollect  the  etttaot  number 
o£  years  that  have  elapsed  since  she  was  there, 
but  believes  it  was,  at  least,  ten  yeaes  before  the 
Government *of  Spain  took  place  in  Louisiana; 
and  that  she  always  uaderstood,  by  her  parents, 
she  ma  there  when  aehild^  but  she  was  too  young 
to  have  remembrance  of  it.  Further  Uie  depo- 
nent saith  not. 

M.  S.  BREVELL^  her  xamtk. 

fiNvoni  to  beibre  me,  at  Natchitoches  aforesaid, 
the  day  and  year  aforesaid, 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

I,  the  subscriber  duly  sworn  as  interpreter  of 
the  French  language,  do  heseby  certify  that  the 
above  deposition  of  Mary  Louisa  Brevell  is  truly 
interpreted. 

J.  HORN. 

Natohstoobeb^  Sepi.  16, 1805. 
Persenallj  ap))eared  before  roe,  John  Sibley,  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Nlttchitoches,  John  Baptrste  Grappe,  an  inhabi- 1 
tant  of  Campti,  in  said  county,  and  likewise  one  I 
(tf  the  Justices  of  the  P^ce  for  tht^  same,  agedi 


i2  years,  who,  being-  dnlysworn^  deposeth  and 
saith,  that,  thirty-five  or  thirty-«ix  years  ago^  be 
went  with  his  father  from  Natefaltoches  to  the  an- 
cient Caddo  village,  wfaei^'  b«  remained  abont 
four  months;  At  that  time,  the»e  were  no  fami- 
lies or  soldiers  there,  but  the  houses  of  the  Preneh 
families  who  had  lived  there  but  a  few  years  be- 
fore, together  with  the- fort,  flag  stafT^  and  the  bar- 
racks or  house  occupied  by  the  sohuera,  were  all 
staodiog  entire;  and  that  his  father  told  htm 
which  of  the  fieldaand  houses  his  family  had  oc- 
cupied for  a  number-  of  yeass^  and  likewiae,  he  re- 
members to  have  seen  in^  the  fast  the  aBhosier 
and  platfoqa  where  the  cannon  were  placed ;  aod 
that  he  recoUeets  <his  father  used  to  call  the  dis- 
tance from  Natchitoches  to  said  niaae  b|  water 
about  the  same  as  from  Natchitoches  to  New  Or- 
leans, viz.  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  leagoes; 
and  further,  that  he  well  recollects  some  Ffeach 
fJEimiljies,  particularly  a  Mr.  Verge  and  Mr.  de  Go- 
to, living  al^  the  Yattassee  point,  so  called,  and 
that  he'always  understobd.they  h^d  lived  iheie 
for  many  years  before  Louisiana  waa  ceded  to 
Spain ;  and  that  the  same  place  has  always  con- 
tinued to  be  occupied  hy  some  French  inhabi- 
tants, and  is  situated  on  the  western  division  of 
Red  River  about  twenty-five  leagues  above  Natch- 
itoches, and  is  now  part  of  what  is  called  the  Ba- 
you Pierre  settlement,  under  the  jaiisdiclLOQ  of 
the  Spanish  Government,  in  the  province  oC  Ter- 
ns ;  and  that  he  has  been  several  times  at  a  place 
called  the  Dout,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Sabine 
rivei,  at  a  prairie,  and  towards  the  head  of  said 
river,  where  there  was  the  appearance  of  some 
works  having  been  erected  by  the  French  as  a 
trading  estatnishment,  and  where  his  father  aod 
inany  lodians  had  told  him  the  French  flag  had 
beeu  hoisted,  and  the  arms  of  the  King  of  France 
buried.    Further  the  depodent  saith  noL 

BTE.  GRAPPE. 

SWorn  to  before  me,  at  Natchitoches,  the  16th 
day  of  September,  1805, 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  y.  P. 

I,  the  sahseviber,  betng-  dniy  sworn  as  mm  inter- 
preter of  the  French  iangoage,  do  her^y  certify 
that  the  forccooig  deposition  of  J<^n  3apti&te 
Gfmpp9^i»  tMiy  interpreeed  and  translated. 

^  J.  HORN. 


Natcbitoobbs,  SepL  ^  1605. 
Penonatly  appeared  before  me,  John  ^Uef^  one 
of  the  Justiceaof  the  Peace  for  the  ooonty  or  Nat- 
ch itoehes,.  Francois  Grappe,  of  Campti,  in  said 
coanty,  aged  57,  who,  being  d«ly  sworn,  depoeeth 
and  saith.  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  ernd  be- 
lief, he  was  bom  near  the  ancient  Caddo  Tillage, 
on  Red  river,  which,  by  the  course  of  the  river, lie 
believes  to  be  upwards  of  five  bundled  miles  above 
Natehitoches,  where  his  parents  thte  lived,  and 
had  lived,  he  believes,  a  number  of  yeus  )i«fbre 
he- was  bent,  and  where  they  continued  to  live 
until  he  was  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age. 
As  long  ago  as  lie  can  lemem^er,  he  recollects  a 
Mt.  Piaik^attarveyva  Fitnah  goatirauuk,  liyiag 
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tiiere,  and  who,  he  uaderetood  was  the  first  white 
man  that  settled  there;  and  that  his  fkther  settled 
there  about  two  years  after.  But  he  always  un- 
derstood there  had  been  a  company  of  French 
traders  settled,  for  a  number  of  years,  about  forty 
miles  higher  up  the  river,  and  that  Mr.  Harvey 
was  one  of  them ;  bat  they  were  broken  up  before 
he  was  bora ;  it  was -always  called  ths  Cbmpany: 
And  that,  durinf  the  whole  time  he  lived  at  the 
ancient  Caddo  village,  there  were  three  settled 
fiimUies,  besides- a  t^umber  of  single  persons,  and 
a  detachment  of  soldiers;  and'that  the  number  of 
soldiers  assigned  by  the  Frenph  GoVernment  for 
Ibmt  post  was  always  fifteen,  but  he  never  knew 
tke  number  complete ;  and  that  his  father  was 
eomnaandant  of  the  plaee  for  many  years,  and 
was  succeeded'  by  a  Mr.  Closo,  who  continued 
to  be  a  comnQandant  until  it  was  abandoned,  after 
the  eetaioa  of  Louisiana  to  Spain*;  and  that  his 
fiither,  by  order  of  the  Govemor  of  Louisiana: 
built  a  small  fort  there,  in  which  were  two  small 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  in  which  was  a  flag^tafl^  on 
which  the  French  flag  was  occasionally  hoisted  $ 
he  believes  that  the  whole  time  that  that  place 
waB  occupied  by  the  French  as  a  military  post 
and  a  settlement  of  families  was  abon^  thirty 
years ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  pursued  the  same 

Tieulture  that  was  then  common  in  other  parts 
the  French   settlements  of  Louisiana,  viz. 
corn,  tobaeeo',  indigo,  cotton,  and  garden  vegeta- 
bles, with  some  wheat,  which  grew  well;  but, 
having  no  way  af  manufacturing  flour,  there  was 
but  little  wheat  raised,though  there  was  a  pair 
of  ezoellent  Buropean  mill-stones  and  mill-irons 
there,  but  were,  not  in  use  in  his  time ;  the  stones 
he  himself  brought  down  in  the  yehr  1778,  and 
thay  were  carried  td  Opelousas ;  he  understood 
they  had  been  carried  tct  the  Caddo  country  by 
the  Cooapany,  as  it  was  called :  And  that  he  has' 
knowledge  of  a  French  trading  establishmeat  be- 
ing at  a  place  called  the  Doot,  on  the  Sabine  riverj 
ne«r  where  the  Nandaco  Indians  now  live ;  ana 
that  it  vni  an  ancient  establishment,  and  a  place 
of  great  trade  and  resort  at  the  time  his  father's 
familjr  lived  at  the  Gaddss ;  and  that  he  has  sev- 
eral tiQiiss  bean  at  the  placa;  the  French  flag^  used 
to  be. hoisted  there,  and  th<)re  are  the  lemauia  of 
^        the  buildinj{s  and  works  now  to  be  seen ;  and  that 
I        the  Dottt  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty|,miles 
nortkwast  from  Natchitoches.    And  that  there 
was,  at  the  same  time,  a  similar  trading  establish- 
ment and  a  number  of  settled  French  families 
at  the  Yattasse  point,  on  the  southwest  division 
of  Red   rirer,  about  twenty-five  leagues  above 
,        Natchitoches,  in  what  i;  now  called  the  Bajfou 
^        PiMTe  settlement,  which  is  now  under  the  juris- 
diction of  SpaiUf  and  which  place  is  now,  and 
ever  has  eontiniled  to  be,  occupied  by  French  in- 
liabitanta,  and  some  of  whom  have  ancient  French 
granta  or  titles  for  their  lands;  and  that  Mr. 
verge^  who  lived  there  for  a  number  of  v^ars  be- 
'       fore  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  Sfiain,  had  the  ez- 
t       elusive  Indian  trade  mated  him,  by  the  French 
I'       Gty^eraor  General  of  Louisiana,  of  Troiscann^s 
^       or,  Tauapanos,  the  Revchiea,  Yattasses,  and  sev- 
^      eral  otber  uibea  that  then  lived  on  the  rivar-Sa- 


bine,  and  southward  and  westward  of  it,  in  what 
is  now  called  the  province  of  Texas. 

FRANCOIS  GRAPPE. 

Sworn  to  before  me.  the  30th  of  September, 
1805. 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  /.  P. 
The  subscriber  being  duly  swoni  interpreter  of 
the  French  language,  does  hereby  certify  that  the 
foregoing  dedasation  of  Fianfois  Grappa  is  truly 
iiUerpreied  and  translated. 

J.  HORN. 

Poewmeai  rslativs  to  nbberies  oonmiitABd  by  the  8pa»> 
iaids  in  Loaisisiia. 

Nai^bitocbbs^  October  2, 1909. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Stbley| 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Natchitoches^  Gaspard  Bodin,  Lewis  Bodin,  and 
Andrew  Chamar,  all  of  Natchitoches  afbresaid, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  and  said,  that,  on 
the  8th  day  of  September  last,  they,  the  deponents, 
were  all  travelling  ia  company  from  Natchitochea 
to  Opelousas,  on  the  usual  road;  and  that,  when 
within  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  of  Opelonsaa 
church)  they  were  met  by  ^r^  armed  Spanish  sol- 
diers on  horseback,  who  drew  their  artns  upon* 
them,  ^nd  ordered  them  to  stop.  One  of  the  de- 
ponents. (Madam  Bodin,)  who  speaks  Spanish 
well,  asked  the  one  who  appeared  to  be  the  com* 
mander  of  <he  party,  what  business  he  had  to  ofder 
them  to  stop,  tnat  they  were  all  of  them  Ameri- 
cans,  and  that  was  American,  ground.  The  com- 
mander of  the  Spanish  party  replied,  that  he  had 
a  right  to  command  there,  and  wonld  dt>  as  he 
pleased,  and  that  he  inust  nave  such  a  horse  for 
the  use  of  the  King,  (pointing  to  Mr.  Ohama^^ 
best  horse)  which  he  immediately  took  possession 
of,  and  took  awav  with  them,  proceeding  on  the 
Nacogdbche  road,  and  the  deponent  Chamar  ha« 
nev^  seen  or  heard  of  his  horse  since. 

GASPARD  BODIN, 
LBWiS  BODIN, 
ANDREW  CHAMAR. 
Sworn  before  me  the  day  above  written. 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  e 

NATCHiTOOBia,  Oct.  3, 180& 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Sihiev,  a 
Jostiee  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Natohito- 
ohes,FiaBtfis«  Rohan,  of  said  Natehitdches,  aged 
twenty-one  years,  who:  being  daly"  sworn,  di^ 
noseth  and  saith,  that,  aboat  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  himself,  being  in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
Oliver  and  Case,  of  Natchitoches,  was,  with  Jo- 
seph Luea%  candoottng  from  the  Caddo  nation  to 
Natchitoches  etglitean  horses,  packed  with  about 
eleven  hundred  deer  skins;  and  in  the  Bayou 
Pierre  settlement  they  stepped  for  the  night,  at 
the  pkotation  of  a  Mr.  Poisot.  Neit  morniog. 
the  deponent  had  oceaaton  to  go  to  tha  house  or 
Mr.  de  Soto,  aboat  a  half  a  league  distant,  who  it 
a  syndic,  and  at  whose  house  the  detachment  of 
Sjpaoish  soldiers  on  guard  is  stationed;  soon  after 
hjaarsival  at  da  Soto's  hoaBa,a  eorptnal  of  tha 
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guard  called  him,  the  deponent,  into  a  small  apart- 
ment, in  de  Soto's  house,  under  the  pretence  of 
speaking  to  him ;.  as  soon  as  he  entered  the  room, 
the  corporal  told  him,  he  was  a  prisoner,  ana 
placed  a  senthiel  at  the  door;  then  told  him  they 
wanted  to  take  Oliver  and  Case,  or  either  of  them, 
and  that,  if  they  did  not  find  Oliver  and  Case,  that 
he,  the  deponent  shonid  pay  for  it.  They  kept 
him  then  confined  iii  the  room,  from  about  eight 
in  the  morning  till  one,  afternoon;  they  then  re- 
moved the  deponent  on  his  own  horse,  with  one 
armed  soMier  before  him  and  another  behind, 
and  ordered  him  to  show  Oliver  and  Case.  He 
eondueted  them  in  this  manner  about  eight  miles, 
where  he  understood  Mr.,  Case  had  been  to  Mr. 
Doley's.  Arriving  there,  and  not  finding  him, 
the  deponent  was  left  at  Mr.  Doley's  under  a 
ffuard,  and  the  corporal  went  to  some  housesHiear 
by  in  the  neighbor  hood,  to  search  foi^  him,  but 
could  not  find  him;  after  which,  they  set  off  in 
the  same  order  in  which  they  came,  to  return 
back  to  de  Soto's.  On  their  way  they  discovered 
a  fresh  trail  of  horses  crossing  the  road,  and  lead- 
ing from  Mr.  Poisot's  plantation  towards  the 
plantation  of  Mr.  Robleau,  which  they  concluded 
to  be  the  trail  of  Lucas,  with  the  packs,  ^,  The 
deponent  then  attempted  to  escai>e  from  them,  but 
was  overtiiken,  apd  tied  with  his  hands  behipd 
him,  with  a  coarse  hair  rope;  they  then  put  hijn 
on  bis  horse,  one  of  the  Spaniards  leading  his 
horse  by  a  rope  and  another  following  behind  and 
holding  the  other  end  of  the  hair  rope,  with  which 
the  deponent's  hands  were  tied.  It  was,  at  that 
time,  towards  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening;  the 
moon  shone  bright,  they  followed  the  trail  lead- 
inff  towards  Robleau'^  plantation  about  two  and 
a  half  mile?,  and  found  all  the  pack-horses  graz- 
ing. The  Spaniards  wen  t  immediatelv  to  gather^ 
ing  them  up,  and  took  possession  or  them  all, 
drove  them  into  a  pen  belonging  to  the  plantation, 
and  placed  a  guard  over  them;  after  which  they 
untied  the  deponent,  and  drove  him  into  the  pen 
with  tbe  horses,  where  they  kept  him  under  guard 
among  the  horiea  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

After  the  horses  and  deponent  were  thus  pen- 
ned up  together,  the  corporal  armed  himself  with 
a  pair  of  pistols,  and,  with  a  rope  under  his  coat, 
sat  off  for  Lucas's  camp,  the  light  of  which  was 
in  <ight,  saying  he  would  go  and  tie  Lucas.  He 
was  gone  abou(  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  wben  he 
came  running  back  much. out  of  breath,  and  ex- 
claimed: *<  Blast  the  IndiaoL  he  wanted  to  shoot 
me  with  his  arrow."  Soon  atter,  the  Indian  came 
up ;  tbe  corporal  tdok  his  gun  and  presented  it  at 
the  Indian,  who  replied,  "  You  had  best  be  easy, 
for  I  am  not  a  child ;  you  oiay  thank  me  that  you 
are  here  now."  The  corporal  then  spoke  to  the 
Indian,  told  him  he  was  sorry  for  what  he  had 
done,  it  wits  in  passion,  shook  hands  with  lim, 
dbc.  The  Indian,  who  was  a  Yattaase,  then  told 
the  deponent  to  tell  the  corporal  that  he,  the  Span- 
iard, had  wanted  to  take  Lucas,  but,  if  he  had  have 
tak^n  him,  he  should  not  have  tied  him  or  taken 
him  oiL  The  Indian  afterwards  related  to  him, 
the  deponent,  how  the  corporal  came  to  the  fire, 
where  Lucafi  and  himself  were  encamped.;  Lucas 


saw  him  comingand  rose  up;  the  corporal  caUxd 
out  to  him,  and  tgld  him  he  wanted  to  speak  lo 
him ;  Lucas  saw  him  armed  and  saw  the  rope 
he  had;  and  retreated  a  few  steps  from  the  fire ; 
the  corporal  told  him  to  stop,  or  he  would  shoot 
him ;  Lucas  told  him,  he  would  not  stop,  sad 
ran  off.  The  Indian,  at  the  same  moment,  drew 
his  bow  to  shoot  the  corporal,  who  likewise  ran 
and  hid  himself  in  the  cornfield.  The  deponent 
further  saith,  that,  while  he  was  imprisoned  in 
the  horse-pen  with  the  horses,  the  Indian  came 
into  the  pen  to  him,  and  remained  with  him  the 
remainder  of  the  night.  Some  time  in  the  night 
he  proposed  to  the  deponent  to  assist  him,  and 
they  would  tie  the  two  Spaniards,  and  take  off 
the  horses,  but  if  he  was  afraid  to  attempt  that, 
he,  the  Indian,  would  kill  them  both,  if  the  de- 
ponent would  consent  to  it.  The  deponent  foi^ 
ther  said,  that,  the  next  morning,  the  Spaniards 
sat  off  with  him  and  all  the  horses  for  de  Soto's 
house ;  and  as  they  were  goinff  by  Mi,  Poisot's 
house,  on  their  way  he  requested  leave  to  go  in  to 
get  a  drink  of  water,  and  made  his  eecape  out  of  a 
back  door,  ^id  himself  in  a^  cotton  field,  from 
thence  into  a  thicket,  )where  he  remained  kid  tUi 
ni£[ht,  leaving  his  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle  at  Mr. 
Poisot's  gate,  which  the  Spaniards  took  possession 
of.  In  the  evening,  he  came  into  Mr.  Poisot's 
house,  Mr.  Poisot  gave  him  some  victuals,  and 
advised  him  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  toNach- 
itoches,  for  the  Spaniards  were  determined  to 
catch  him.  and  had  ^ven  him  positive  instruc- 
tions io  tal^e  him  if  he  could,  and  bind  him,  and 
bring  him  to  tlie  guard ;  and  that  all  the  horses 
they  had  started  off  for  Nacogdoche.  The  depo- 
nent sat  off  immediately,  and  travelled  all  night, 
avoiding  as  much  as  he  could  the  main  road^  unr 
derstapding  that;  there  were  Spaoiards  posted  oa 
the  road  to  waylay  him*.  About  an  hour  before 
daylight  he  arrived  at  Mr.  Doley's  and  found  the 
Spaniards  had  arrived  there,  with  all  the  horses 
before  him,  and  sentinel  guarding  them;  his  own 
horsa  among  the  rest.  And  further  the  depenent 
said  not.  FRANCIS  ROBAN, 

Sworn  before  me,      JOHN  SIBLEY,  J.  P. 

[The  foregoing  papers  were  referred  to. a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
6th  December,  1805.  The  Committee  made  a 
report  to  the  House,  January  8, 1806,  for  which 
see  supplemental  Journal  to  House  Debatfea  oitle, 
page  1117.]  ^ ^• 

FRANCE. 

[Communicated  to  OongTess,  Januszy  10, 1806-3 
To  the  SenaU  tfthe  IMited  States.-  - 

In  compliance  with  the  rec^aest  of  the  Senate, 
expressed  in  their  resolution  of  December  27,  I 
now  lay  before  them  such  documents  and  papen 
(there  being  no  other  information  in  my  posses- 
sion) as  relate  to  complaints  made  by  the  CrOTern- 
ment  of  Franpe  against  the  commerce  carried  on 
bv  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  French 
islands  of  St.  Domingo. 

Ja«.  10, 1806,  TH.  JEJFFBRSOW. 
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ChiiMnl.Tttfte>nto  the  SecrOMy  of  Slate.  - 
The  OBdersTfoed,  Minister  Pienipotentmrj  of 
His  Imperial  and  Royal  Majes^  to  Hit  ExeeileQ- 
ey  the  PretideDt  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
lias  testified^  ia  his  conversations  with  the  6e<;* 
retary  of  State»  his  jost  di«eontent  with  the'cpm- 
merciai  relations  which  loahy  citizens  of  different 
States  of  the  Union  iMuitain  with,  the  rebels  of 
every  eofor^  who  hsve  nomenoirily  withdritWD  the 
colony  of  St.  Domingo  from  the  legal  authority. 
The  prioc^es  injorioiisly  affaoted  \w  such  a 
commerce^  or  rather  by  such  a  system  or  robbery, 
(brigandage,)iire  so  evident,  so  generally  apknow- 
ledged/and  adopted,  not  only  l^  aU  nations  who 
have  a  colonial  System  to  defend,  font  even  by  those 
who.  have  nooe,  and,  nwr^over^  even  by  every 
wise  people  to  whatsoever  political  asmg^tion 


they  vAy  belong^  that  the  sta(esaian,  if  he  has  n^t 
lest  every  idea  oTjnstice,  oif  hnmanity,  and  of  pub- 
lic hiw,  can  no  mpre  contest  th^r  wisdom^  than 
their  existence.  '  And  certainly  the  undersfgued, 
m  findnrg  himself  called  by'bts  duty, as  w?it  as  by 
his  inclination,  in  the  bosom  of  a  fbiendiy  people,. 
and  near  the  respectable  t^hief  that  directs  its  Qov- 
emment ;  certiatinly  the  undersigned  ouAt  not  to 
have  expected  that  hfs  first  political  relations 
wonld  have  for  their  object  a  complaint  so  serious., 
an  infraction  so  manifest  6f  law  the  most  sacrea 
and  the  best  observed  by,every  nation  unde)r  the 
dominion  of  civilization.  . 

Bnt  it  was  not  enongh  for  som^  citizens  of  the 
Unit^  States  to  convey  munitions  of  evenr  kind 
to  the  rebels  of  St.  Domingo,  to  that  Hice  of  Afri- 
can slaves  the  reproach  and  the  refuse  of  nature: 
it  was  moreover  necessary  to  Insure  the  success  of 
this  ignoble  and  criminal  traflSc  by  the  u^e  of  force, 
The  vessels  destined  to  protect  jt  are 'constructed, 
load^,  armed  in  all  the  ports  of  the  Union,  qnder 
the  eyes  of  the  American  people,  of  its  particular 
authorities,  and  of  the  Federal  Government  its^f: 
and  this  €Kivemment,  which  has  taken  for  tbe 
basis  of  its  political  career  the  most  kcmpolons 
equity  and  the  most  impartial  neutrality,  does  not 
forbid  it. 

'Wfthotft  doubt,  and  -notwitbstaAtling  the*]bro- 
fouttd  consideration  with  wUch  the  Minister  rle- 
nipottntiaty  oT  the  French  Empire  is  penetrated 
for  the  Goveniment  of  the  Union,  he  inif  ht  enlarge 
still  further  upon  the  refleoiiohs -suggested  by  such 
a  state  of  things— ^i  drcumstance  so  important, 
so  unexpected.  But  H  wouM  be  equally  as  afflict- 
ing for  him  to  dwell  upon  it,  to  state  its  coosequen- 
ees,  asrit  would  befbf  the  Government  to  hear, 
them. 

The  Secretary,  of  State,  iHio. perfectly  knows 
the  justice  of  the  principles,  and  the  legiumacy  of 
the  rights  referred  to  hi  this  note/  will  be  of  opin- 
ion, that  neitiier  are  susceptible  of  dtsoossion ;  be- 
cause) a  principle  universally  assent^  to;  a  right 
l^neriilly  established,  fs  ne  vtir  discussed,  or,  at  least, 
IS  discussed  in  vain.  The  only  way  op^n  for  the 
redress  of  these  eomplatints,  is,  to  put  an  end  to  tife 
tolerance  wl/ich  produces  them,  and  which  daily 
aggravates  their  consequences. 

Moreover,  this  note,  ioundtd  upon  facts  not  less 
evident  than  the  princij^ea  irtuch  they  infract, 
9th  Coir.— 39 


does  dbt  permit  the  undersigned  to  doubt  thht  the 
Government  of  the  Unitea  States  will  take  the 
most  prompt,  as  weD^as  the  uOiH  effectual  prohibi-^ 
tory  measures,  in  orde;r  to  pot  an  end  to  its  cause; 
and  he  seizes  with  eagerness  this  occasion  of  renew* 
ing  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his 
high  cdnsideratien. 

TURREAU. 

General  Tnrreau  to  the  Secretaiy  of  Stats. 
-  Washington,  Jankary  3, 1806. 

^  Sir  :  Formal  orders  of  my  Government  oblige 
iQe  to  ipsist  upon  the  contents  of  my  official  note  of 
the  14th  6f  Octqber  last,  relative  to  the  commerqe 
wiiich  some  inhabitabtsjof  the  United  States.main«> 
tain  with  the  jebels  of  St.  Dom^inso. 

Not  receiving  any  answer  to  that  notej.I  had 
room  to  hope  that  the  Government  of  the  Union 
would  take  prompt  and  effectual  measures  to  pot 
an' end  to  the  causes  which  produced  it;* but  yoor 
silence  towards  me,  especifuly  in  rela^tion  to  St. 
Domingo,'  and  that  6f  your  poverpn^^ot  towairda 
Congress,  impose  upon  me  the  duty  of  recalling 
to  your  recolketion  the  said  official  note,  and  of 
renewing  to  you  my  complaints  upon  the  tolerance 
'-(iven  to  an  abuse  as  shpcking,  as.  contrary  to  the 
^w  of  nations,  as  it  is  to  the  treaties  pf  peaoe  %vA 
friendship  existing,  between  France  ana  the  Uni* 
ted  States. 

•1  wUl  not  ^eopr,  sir,  to  the  different  cicumstan- 
ces  which  have  attended  the  commerce  with  the 
revolted  part  of  St,  Damiqffo;  to  the  scandalous 
publicity  ffiven  to  its  shameful  succesji ;  to  the  re- 
wards ancT  encomiums  prostituted  upon  the  crewa 
ef  fvmed  vessels,  whose  destLoation  is  to  protect 
th^  voyages . to  carry,  monitions  of  every  iiad  te 
tbe  lebds,  and  thus  to  nourish  rebellion  aiid  rob» 
bery. 

you  ought'  n6t  to  be  surprised,  sir,  that  I  caH 
anew  the  aMention  of  the  Amf  rlcan  Govermaent 
to  this  aubject.  His  excellency  M.  Talleyrand 
hasalready  tcstiA'ed  his  discon^nt  to  General  Ani»- 
streng,  yeur  Minister  Plenipoteadary  at  Paria; 
and  jon  will  b^.of  opinion,  that  it.isat  length 
time  to  pursue  formal  meaiurea  against  evety  ad- 
venture to  the  ports  of  St.  Domingo  occupied  by 
thenibels.  The  system  ojf  tolerance  which,  .pre- 
d^ces  this  commerce,  which  suffius  i^  being  arm* 
edfWhich  encourages,  by  impunity,  its  extension 
anid  its  excesses,  cannot  longer  remaiix^  and  the 
Emperor  and  £ing  my  master  expects  firom  the 
dignity  and  candor  ot  the  Gover^ent  of  the 
Uliion  that  an  end  be  put  to  it  promptly. 

I  add  to  this  despatch  a  copy  of  the  official  note 
which  hpJB  been  already  transmitted  to  ybu.  I 
^rnestly  request^  sir,  that  you  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  both ;  and  receive  anew  assurances  of 
my  high  .oonsidesatipn.  .  ^  „ .  „ 

TURRBAU. 

FBaslesed  in  Qeaeial  Aimotiong'B  letter  to  the  Seoe- 

taiy  efdUte,.of.  the  10th  Aogost,  1805.] 

Ffom  M.  TaUeyiand  to  Geaenl  Ansetrsog. 

Sir  :  I  h;i  ve  several  times  had  the  honor  to  caU 

your  attention  to  the  commerce  carried  on  from 
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the  ports  of  tbe  United  States,  to  those  of  St.  Do- 
mingo occupied  by  the  rebelsi  The  commei'cial 
commuDications  would  appear  to  be  alnost  daily 
increased.  In  order  to  cover  their  true  destination, 
the  vessels  are  cleared  for  the  West  Indies,  with- 
out a  more  particular  designation  of  the  place; 
and,  with  the  aid  of  these  commissions,  provisions,, 
arms,  and  other  objects  of  supply,  of  which  they 
sund  in  need,  are  carried  to  tne  rebels  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. 

Although  these  adventures  majr  be  no  more 
than  the  result  of  private  speculations,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  not  the  less  eB-> 
saged  to  put  an  end  to  them,- by  a  consequence  of 
the  obligations  which  bitad  together  all  the  civi- 
lized Powers,  all  those  who  are  itf  astat^  of  peace. 
No  Government  cafi  second  the  spirit  of  revolt  of 
the  subjects  of  another  Power;  abd,  as  in  this 
state  of  things  it  cannot  maintain  communications 
with  them,  it  ou ^ht  not  to  favor  those  which  its 
own  subjects  maintain. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  Government  of  the  Uiiir 
ted  States  should  longer  shut  its  eyes  upon  the 
communications  of  their  commerce  with  St.  Do- 
mingo. The  adventures  for  that  island  are  making 
with  a  scandulous  publicity.  They  are  supported 
by  armed  vessels..  At  their  return,  feasts  are  given 
in  order  to  vaunt  the  success  of  their  speculanons; 
and  the  acknowledgment,  even  the  eulogies  of 
Governiuent-are  so  mucK  relied  upon,  that  it  is  at 
these  feasts,  and  in  the  midst  of  an  imnaense  con- 
course, where  are  found  the  first  authorities  of  the 
country,  that  the  principles  of  the  Government  of 
Hayti  are  celebrated,  and  that  Von^s  are  jnade  for 
its  duration.  \ 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  transmit' to  your  Exeel- 
lency  an  extract  of  an  American  journal,  in  which 
are  contained  sundry  details  of  a  feast  given  in  the 

fort  of  New  York,  on  board  of  a  convoy  which 
ad  arrived  from  St.  Domingo. 

The  ninth  toast,  ^ven  to  4he  Government  of 
Ha^ti,  cannot  fail,  sir,  to  excite  your  indignation. 
It  IS  not,  after  haying  covered  everything  with 
blood  and  with  ruins,  that  the,  rebels  of  St.  Do- 
mingo ought  to  have  found  apologists  in  anation 
the  friend  of  France. 

But  they  do  not  stop  at  their  first  speculations. 
The  company  of  merchants,  which  gave  a  feast 
on  the  return  or  their  adventure,  is  preparing -a 
second  convoy)  and  proposes  t6  place  it  under  tne 
escort  of  several  armed  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  give  you  this  informa- 
tion, in  order  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  call  the 
most  serious  attention  of  your  Gk>vemment  to- 
wards a  series  of  facts,  which  it  becomes  its  dig- 
nity and  ci^ndor  no  longer  to  pen^it.  The  Fed* 
era!  Government  cannot  so  far  separate  itself  from 
tbe  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  as  to  permit 
to  them  acts  and  communications  which  it  thinks- 
itself  bound  to  interdict  to  itself,  or  as  to  think 
that  it  can  distinguish  its  own  responsibility  from 
that  of  its  subjects,  when  thereis  in  question  an  un- 
paralleled revolt,  whose  circjum stances  and  whose 
horrible  consequences  must  alarm  all  nations,  and 
who  are  all  equally  interested  in  seeing  it  cease. 

France  ought  to  expect  from /the  amity  of  the 


United  States,  and  His  Bfajesty  charges  me,  sir, 
to  request,  in  ^is  name,  that  they  intecdict  every 
private  adventure,  which^  under  aity  pretext  or 
designation  Whatever,  may  be  destined  to  the 
ports  of  St.  Domingo  occupied  by  the  rebels. 

Receive,  Genera^  the  assurances  of  my  hif^ 
consideration.  C.  M.  TAIX.EYRAND. 

To  His  Exc^  Gen.  ArmstrovG) 
MmitierPletdpoteiUiatyof^U.S. 

From  M.  Talleyrand  to  General  Annatrong. 

Paris,  (29th  Thermidor^  IWiyear^ 
August  lZ,ld05. 

Sir  :  Siiice  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  write 
to  you,  on  the  2ad  Thermidor,  concerning  the 
armaments  which  were  making  in  the  poru  of  the 
United  St&?es  for  t^e  western  part  of  Sl  Domingo, 
fresh  information  upon  this  point  confirms  every- 
thing which  had  been  received.  '  The  adventures 
for  St.  Domingo  are  publicly  made;  vessds  are 
armed  for  war 'to  protect  the  eonvoys;  and  it  is 
in  virtue  of  contracts  eat.ered  into  between  Des- 
salines  and  American  merchants,  ttiat  the  Jatter 
send  him  supplies  and  munitions  of  war. 

I  add,  sir,  to  the  letter  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  write  to  yodj  a  copy  of  a  sentence  given  at  Hali- 
fax, in  the  matter  of  a  merchant  of  New  York, 
who  had  conveyed  into,  the  revolted  fart  of  St. 
Domingo  tnfee  cargoes  of  gunpowder,  and  wko 
was  uken  on  hia  return  i>y  an  English/ri^te. 

If  even  in  the  English  tribunal .  where  this  ]>rize 
was  condemned,  the  whole  island  of  St  Domingo 
was  .considered  as  a  French  colony,  bow  can  the 
Federal  Government  <to^r^te  that  the  rebels  of 
this  colony  should  con  tin  pe  to  receive  from  Amer- 
ica succors  iig^inst  the  parent  country  ?  It  is  im- 
possible that  that  Crovernment  should  be  ignorant 
of  the  armaments  making  in  its  ports.  Too  much 
publicity  is  given  to  them  not  to  render  it  respon- 
sible ;  and  it  oiight  to  perceive'  that  it  is  contrary 
to -every  system  of  peace  and  good  friendship  to 
suffer  longer  in  its  ports  armaments  evidently  di» 
rected  against  France. 

Without  doubt  the  Federal  Government  would 
not  wish,  in  order  to  &vor  certain  private  soeca* 
Utions.  to  give  new  facilities  to. rebellion  ana  rob- 
bery (brigandage:)  the  tolerance  of  a  commerce 
so  scandalous  would, be  unworthy  of  it.    Neither 
vour  Government  nor  His  Majesty  can  be  any 
longer  indifferent  to  it  j  and,  as  the  serioDsness  of 
the  facts  which  occasion  this  complaint  obii^;«s 
His  Majesty  to  consider  as  good  prize  everything 
which  shall  enter  the  port  of  St.  Domingo  occu- 
pied by  tbe  rebels,  and  everything  coming  oat,  he 
persuades  himself  that  the  Government .  of  tbe 
United  States  will  take,  on  its  part,  against  this 
commerce,  at  once  illicit  and  contrary  to  all  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  all  the  repressive 
and  authoritative  meastlifes  proper  to  put  an  end 
to  iL    This  system  of  itnponity  and  tolerance  can 
no  longercontinue ;  .and  His  Majesty  \%  convioced 
that  your  Government  will  think  it  due  from  its 
frankness  promptly  td  put  an  end  to  iL 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  bii;h  consid- 
eration. CH.  MAU.  TALLEYRAND. 
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Correepcmtence  of  the  Secretary  qfStaU  with  the 
MarqwMde  Ynijo 

Hie  Settretuy  of  State  to  the  Mu^is  de  Trujo. 

Department  of  State,  Jan.  15, 1806. 

Sir :  Id  cbnsequeoce  of  the  just  objectioQs  which 
your  conduct  had  furnished  against  your  counte- 
nance here,  as  the  or^n  of  communication  on 
the  part  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  it  was  signified 
at  Madrid  in  the  month  of  April  last,  through  the 
mission  of  the  United  States  there,  that  the  sub- 
stitation  of  another  was  desired  by  the  President. 

In  reply  it  was  intimated  by  Mr.  Ceyallos,  that 
as'  you  had  yourself  expre^ed  a  wish  and  ob- 
taiaed  perqaission  to  return  to  Spain,  the  purpose 
might  be  accomplished  without  the  necessity  of  a 
recall,  and  that  such  a  change  in  the  mode  would 
be  a^rreeable  to  your  Government ;  in  a  spirit  of 
conciliation  the  arrangeiqent  proposed  by  Mr. 
Gevallos  was  admitted ;  and  it  was  not  doubted. 
that  it  would  without  delay  hare  been  carried 
into  effect.  It  is  seen,  thererore,  not  without  sur- 
prise, that,  at  this*  late  day,  you  should  have  re- 
paired to  the  seat  of  Gtoremment,  as  if  nothing 
had  occurred,  rendering  such  a  step  impropef'. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  President  has 
charged  roe  to  signify  to  you,  that  your  remain- 
ing at  this  place  is  dissatisfactory  to  him,  and  that 
although  he  cannot  permit  himself  to  insist  on 
your  departure  from  the  United  States  during  an 
inclement  seasoi^,  he'  expects  it  will  not  be  nn- 
necessarilv  postponed,  after  this  obstacle  has  ceased. 

I  am  cnarged  bv  the  President,  at  the  same 
time,  to  let  it  be  fully  understood  tnat  the  consid- 
erations which  have  led  to  this  explanation,  be- 
ing altogether  persona),  they  are  perfectly  consist- 
ent with  the  ready  admission  of  a  successor,  and 
with  ail  the  attention,  which  can  be  due  to  what- 
ever communications  His  Catholic  Majesty  may 
please  to  make,  with  a  view  to  cultivate  harmony 
and  friendship  between  thc^  two  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  due  consider- 
ation and  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Karqois  de  Cast  Ynyo  to  Mr.  Madison. 
Washington,  Jan.  16, 1806. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  yester- 
day, in  which  you  are  pleased  to  tell  me,  that  from 
the  President  of  the  u  nited  States  having  solicit- 
ed my  recall  to  Madrid,  in  the  month  of  April 
last,  he  has  heard  with  surprise  my  arrival  in  this 
city,  the  residence  of  Qovernment,  and  that  he 
thinks  this  step  of  mine  improper,  adding,  at  the 
same  time,  that  my  stay  here  would  be  dissatis- 
factory to  him.  As  the  obiect  of  my  journey  is 
not  with  the  view  to  hatcn  plots,  to  excite  con- 
spiracies, or  to  promote  any  attempt  whatever 
against  tne  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
as  hitherto  I  have  not  either  directly  or  indirectly 
committed  acts  of  a  similar  tendency,  which  alone 
would  justify  the  tenor  and  object  of  your  letter; 
to  which  I  reply,  my  arrival  here  is  an  innocent 
and  legal  act,  which  leaves  me  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  all  my  rights  and  privileges,  both  as  a 


Kublic  character,  or  as  a  private  individnaL 
(akinff  use,  therefore^  of  these  rights  and  privi- 
leges, 1  intend  remaining  in  this  citv,  four  miles 
square,  in  which  the  Government  resides,  as  long  as 
it  may  «uit  the  interest  of  the  Ring  my  master,  or 
my  own  personal  convenience;  I  must  at  the  same 
time  add  that'  I  shall  not  lose  sight  of  these  two 
circumstances,  as  respect  the  period  and  season 
in  which  our  mutual  desives  tor  my  departure 
from  the  United  States  are  to  be  accomplished. 

In  regard  to  the  objections  which  this  Govern- 
ment, in  Jts  wisdom,  is  pleased  to  call  just,  respect- 
ing tne  demand  of  my  removal,  I  s&all  take  the 
libertyof  observing  that  although  this  Government 
no  doubt  may  have  had  th^ir  reatons  to  solicit  it, 
they  hitherto  have  forgotten  to  communicate  them 
to  mine;  for  Mr..  Monroe's  official  letter  to  Mr. 
Gevallos  on  this  subject  merely' contains  vague, 
undetermined,  general  assertions,  destitnte  of  any 
proof  whatever.  It  is  true,  that  ne  alludes  to  an 
attempt  of  mine  tp  bribe  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  hut  it  is  equallv  so  that  as  this  assertion  of 
Government  is  grounaed  on  a  reference  to  a  testi- 
mony already  proved  incorrect,  I  may  without 
wounding  the  reelings  of,  or  be  wanting  in  that 
respect  which  I  owe  this  Admiiiistration,  permit 
myself  to  caU  it  false  and  calumnious. . 

Indep^dent  of  that,  in  thd  letter  I  had  the  hon- 
or of  writing  to  you^  sir,  earlv  in  Sept.  1804,  in 
which  this  business  was  completely  and  satisfac- 
torily explained,  if  in  fact  the  editor  of  the  Com- 
mercial Register  could  ever  be  considered  as  an 
orj^n  of  truth,  what  would  the  American  people 
thmk  of  their  chief  magistrate,  of  the  heads  of  me 
deaartments,  and  of  the  acUof  this  administration  1 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  endeavor  to  change  by 
this  explanation,  the  disposition  of  this  Gh>vern* 
meet  towards  my  person ;  my  object  is  solely  to 
fulfil  the  duty  my  situation  imposes  on  me  dT 
again  repelline  an  imputtition,  wnich  is  as  impro*- 
bable  in  itself  as  it  is  calumnious  against  both 
my  public  and  private  character. 

I  shall  there/ore,  sir,  communicate  your  letter 
of  yesterday,  to  my  Government :  I  shall  also  in- 
form it  of  my  answer,  thereto ;  and  whenever  by 
order  of  the  Kinj^  my  master,  I  am  to  return  t0 
Spain,  I  shall  quit  the  United  States  with  senti- 
ments of  affection  towards  a  virtuous  people,  in 
whose  bosom  I  ha  vie  lived  ten  years,  with  tne  in- 
timate testimony  of  havioff  never  committed  any 
grounded  offence  against  their  Government;  and 
above  all,  with  the  consoling  satisfaction  of  hav- 
ing employed  all  my  zeal  and  f(peble  talents  in  de- 
fence of  the  rights  of  the  best  of  Kings. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  dbc. 

M.  DE  CASA  YRUJO. 

James  Madison,  Esq. 

M.  de  Casa  Ytvjo  to  the  Sacretaiy  of  State* 
Wasbinoton,  Jan.  19, 1806. 
Sir:  Having  gone  through  the  personal  ex- 
planations, which  for  just  motives  I  was  com- 
pelled to  enter  into  in  my  first  answer  to  your 
fetter  of  the  15th  instant,  I  roust  now  inform 
you,  sir,  what  otherwise  wotUd  then  have  consij* 
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tDted  my  sole  reply,  namely,  that  the  Bnvoy  fix- 
traordiDary  and  Mmister  Plenitratentiary  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  near  the  United  States  receives 
no  orders  except  from  his  Sovereign.  I  must 
iJso  declare  to  yo«,  sir,  that  I  consider  both  the 
atyle  and  tenor  of  your  letter  «s  indecorous,  and 
its  object  an  infraction  of  the  {yriWleges  attached 
|o  my  public  characterr  This  yiolation^  of  th^ 
difdomatic  rights  and  privileiges,  as  inexplicable 
in  itself  as  it  u  ill  grounded,  requires  on  mv  part 
the  most  solemn  protest  Sjg^inst  youir  said  letter, 
its  style,  and  the  mtent  with. which  it  is  addressed 
to  me.  I  do  ther^ore  protest  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  I  possibly  can  aeainst  this  improper  step 
of  youra^  sir ;  a  step  whichf  u|ider  tne  existing 
circumstances,  is  as  contrary  to  the  diplomatic 
lavs  and  ttsajg^  as  it  Is  to  th«  spirit  of  ^e  Con* 


stitution  nnd  GoFernment  of  this  /country ;  anA 
in  or>Ief  that  your  conduct,  sir,  in  this  case,  may 
not  in  anv  manner  affect  the  pririleges  of  the 
body  to  wnich  I  have  the  honor  to  belcwg,  l^hall 
immediately  transmit  to  the  other  m'enabers  there- 
of accredited  near  the  United  States  a  copy  of 
your  said  letter,  of  my  first  answer,  and  or  this 
ipy  protest,  that  on  their  part  they  may  make  the 
proper  use  thereof,  and  also  that  it  n^y  always 
appear  that  if  th^re  has  existed  on  the  pan  of 
this  Admioislration  an  arbitrary  determination  to 
violate  the  rights  of  embassy,  respected  by  every 
civilized  nation,  there  di^  also  exist  in  me  the 
just  resolution  of  repelling  any  similar  attempt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

M.  DE  CArSA  TRUJO. 

Jambs  Madison,  Esq.  ' 


FFBXIC  ACTS  OF  CONGRESS; 


PA8SBD  AT  THB  FIRST  SESSION  OP  THE  NlNTn  OOVQBEm^  BBOUN  ANB  H9L9 
AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  BKCEMBER  t,  1805. 


AN  ACT  making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the 
NaTal  aenrice,  during  the  ya^r  One  thooaand  eij^ 
handred  and  ^ve. 

Be  U  enacted  ty  the  JSetuiU  ami  B(m9e  of  Repre- 
sentaiiveB  of  the  UnMed  States  of  America,  in  Cbn- 
frees.  a^semdigd,  .That,  iA  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  for  that  object,  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  a^me  hereby  is,  appropriated  towards  defray- 
ing the  expensesof  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fire. 

8bo. 2.  And  be  it Jurtherenact^^  That  the 
^ftNresftid  sum  shal^be  paid,  first,  out  of  the  moneys 
accruing  at  the  #a)d  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  five,  from  the  duties  laid  hf 
the  act,  passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  MarclL 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitlied 
^An  act  farther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men 4}(  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powers ;"  and;  secondly,  out  of.  any  moneys  in  the 
Tteaisury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

NATHL.  MACON,' 
Speaker  of  the  Bouse  of  BmtseiUatioes, 
.  S.  »MfTH, 
President  of  the  Senatey  pro  tempore. 

Approved,  Decent  11, 18D5. 

TU.  JEFPEBSON. 


An  Act  snpplementai^r  to  the  ^'Act  making  provi* 
aiona  tot  tne  payment  of  daima  of  citizena  of  the 
United  Statea  on  the  Govamment  of  France,  the 
payment  of  which  has  been  assumed  by  thp  t7mted 
Statea,  by  Viitaa  of  the  convention  of.  the  Uurtieth 
day  of  April,  one  thoniyind  eight  hnndred  and  threes 
between  the  United  Statea  and  the  French  Re- 
public." 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  three  millions  seven  hunted  and 
mty  thousand  dollars,  made  by  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  Supplement,  which  ilaay  remain  unex- 
pended on  the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fivie,  shall  not  be  carried 
to  the  cr^it  of  the  surplus  fiind,  but  shall  remain 
appropriated  to  the  same  purpose  for  which  it 
was  originally  appropriated,  any  act  to  the  cojdi- 
trary  notwithstanding! 

Approved,  December  31, 1805. 

An  Ad  to  ppovlflk  iu  Lis^t-hooaea  in.  Long  Ulttid 
Sound ;  and  to  d«c!lMe  Roxbiiry,  in  the  SUto  of 
Masaachnaetis,  to  be  a  port  of  deliveiy. 
Be  it  finoicted.  ^c^  That  the  Scieretaiy  of  the 

lt.tm$mf  alMli  b^  and)  ha  hertby  1%  authorized 


and  required  to  cause  two  good  ahd  sufficient 
light-houses  to  be  erected  in  Long  Island  Soun<^ 
one  to.  be  placed  on  Watcji  HiE  Point,  in  the 
town  of  Westerly,  and  Sta^  of  Rhode  Island 
and  the  other  on  Sands's  or  Watch  Point,  in  the 
town  of  Northampsted,  on  Long  Island,  in  the 
State  9f  New  York,  and  to  appoint  the  keepers 
of  the  said. light-houses,  {under  the  direction  of 
the  President  (^  the  Umted.Statea^).  and  other- 
wise p^ovido  for  such  light-houses,  at  the  expense 
of  the.  United  States:  Provided,  That  aumcient 
land,  for  the  accommo4ation  of  such  light-house^ 
can  be  obtained,  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  the 
Legislatures  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  York  shall 
cede  the  jurisdiction  over  the  same  to  the  United 
States.  And  a  apm  not  exce^iling  six  thpusana 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying,  the  expense  of  erectiilg  the  saia.Ug^f* 
houses,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury, not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  b6  itfiarther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  thp  ddty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  the  aaid  light-houses  so  to  be  constmcted 
that  their  lights  on  being  discovered  mav,  vit& 
certainty,  be  distinguished  from  those  of  all  other 
light-houses,  heretofore  erected  ih  theit  neigh* 
i>orhood.  •  •  '  '  .        ' 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fkrther  enactec^  That  the 
town  or  landing  place  of  Roxbury,  m  tlie  Stat9 
of  Massachusetts,  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery,  to 
be  annexed  to  the  district  of  Boston  and  Charlea- 
town,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations 
and  restrictions  as  o^ec  ports  of  delivery  in. the 
United  Statea. 

Approved^  January  2!^  1806. . 


An  Ac^  mahBigaft.addilAonat 
the  deficien<^  in  the 
aerrice,  dving;  th^  year  one 
and  ^^9* 


filriihasSil 
fU^and  eight  bfuvlired 


Be  it  enacted^  #&,  That,  foe.  supplyioff  tha  dia^ 
ficiencyia  the  appfopciatien  for  the  aavuaerTio^ 
dttriBff  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
five,  tne  fnrthisrt  sum  of  three  htindn^  Q&y  diofb* 
sand.doUarai  to  be.paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otheffwiae  appfopriatoc^  ht,  andlbe 
same  herehy  iaapprofiriaiea.. 

Appcoved,  Januarr  ^  1^^^ 

An  Aet  making  phmaien.  ftt  dafin^fag  any  < 
dinanr  expenaea  attendbig^  the  intateouraa  T 
the  Iteiled  8tat«i  and  fo»ig»  natinns. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  €.,  That  a  sum  of  two  mMlioM 

of  dollars  be.  and  the  same  i^  hereby  appiopiated 
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towards  defray  log  9aij  extraordiharf  .^penses. 
which  may  be  incurred  in  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  to  be  applied  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  n^ho 
shall  cause  an  account  thereof  to  be  laid  before 
Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  b^  and  hereby  is, 
authorized,  if  necessary,  to  borrow  the  said  sum, 
or  any  part  thereof,  in  behalf  of  th^  United  States, 
at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  redeemable  at  the  will  rof  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  And  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  lend  tbe 
whole,  or  any  part  of  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  so  much 
as  may  be  necessary  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  beyond  the  permanent 
appropriation  heretofore  charged  upon  them,  by 
law,  snail  be,  and  hereby  is.  pledged  and  api)ro- 
priated  for  the  payment  of  tne  interest,  and  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal,  of  all  such  moneys  as 
may  be  borrowed  m  pursuance  of  this  act,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the' 
loan  or  loans  may  be  effected. 

Approved,  February  la,  1806. 

An  Act  making  a  farther  appropriation  for.  the  support 
of  a  Libraiy. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  in  addition  to  the  un- 
expended balance  of  the  former  appropriation 
made  to  purchase  books  for  the  use  or  Congress, 
which  is  hqreb^  reriyed  and  continued,  there 
ahall  be  appropriated  the  si^m  of  one  thousand 
dollars  yearly,  for  the  term  of  five  years;  to  be 
paid  out  of  anf  moneys  in  .the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  and  expended  undjer  the  direc- 
tion of  a  joint  committee,  to  consist  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate,  and  three  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  be  appointed  etery  session 
of  Confess,  during  the  continuance  of  this  ap- 
propriation. 

Approved,  February  21, 1806.    ' 

An  Act  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  fourth  section  of  an  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  auAorize  a  g^rant  of  lands  to  the 
French  inhabttants  of  tMllopoUs;  and  for  other 
'   porpoaes  therein  mention^d;^' 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  so  mnch  of  the  fourth 
KCtion  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a 
giant  of  lands  to  the  French  inhabitants  of  GalJi- 
opolis.;  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,** 
as  imposes  the  condition  of  an  actual  settlement 
tMi  tbe  said  inhabitants,  or  aby  of  them,  their  heira 
or  assigns,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed: 
And  in  evety  case  where  a  patent  has  issued,  in 
conformity  with  the  said  fourth  section,  to  any  of 
the  inhabitants  aforesaid,  their  heirs  or. assigns, 
the  conditions  aforesaid,  inserted  in  any  such  pat- 
ent, shall  be  c6bsidered  null  and  void ;  and  the  fee 
aimple  be  vested  to  ail  intents  and  purposes,  in  the 
person  to  whom  such  patent  has  been  i86ued,.his 
M  her  heirs  or  assigns. 
Approved)  February  21^  1806. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Beonetaiy,  aad 
Judges  of  the  late  TeiritoiTof  the  United  States  North- 
west of  the  river  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  proper  aceoanting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
authorized  and  directed  to  settle,  at  the  rate  of 
compensation  heretofore  established,  the  accounts 
ot  the  Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judges  of  the 
late  Territory  of  the  United  States  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio^  for  their  services  while  acting  in 
those  capacities,  respectively,  at  any  time  between 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two,  and  the  first  Tuesday  oi 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hun<ired  and  three. 
Approved,  February  21,  1806. 

An  Act  to  suspend  the  coaunercial  interooone  between 

the  United  8tatea>«nd  certain  parts  of  the  iilaiiif 

of  Sti  Domingo. 

Be  it  piaded,  ^c.  That  all  commercial  inter- 
course betW:een'apy  person  or  jpersons  resident 
within  .the  United  States,  and  any  person  or  per- 
sons resident  within  any  part  of  the  island  of  Sl 
Domingo,  not  in  possession,  and  under  the  ac- 
knowledged Qoveriiment  of  France,  shall  be,  and 
is  hereby  prohibited;  and  any  ship  or  yessel, 
owned,  hired,  or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by 
any  person  or  persons  resident  within /the  United 
States^  and  sailing  from  any  port  of  the  X}nued 
States,  after  due  notice  of  this  act  at  the  enstom 
houses,  respectively,  which,  contrary  to  the  intent 
hereof,  shall  be  voluntarily  carried,  or  shall  be 
destined  to  proceed,  whether  directly,  or  from  any 
intermediate  port  or  place  within  the  island  of  St. 
Domingo,,  and  not^in  posssession,  and  under  the 
acknowledged,  Government  of  France;  and  also 
any  cango  which  shall  be  found  on  board  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  when  detected  and  interrupted  in 
such  unlawful  purpose,  or  at  her  return  from  such 
voyage,  to  the  united S tastes,  shall  be  wholly  for- 
feited, and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States  having  competent  ju- 
risdiction. ' 

Sec.  2.  And  he  itjurtker  enacted,  That  aCWr 
due  notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  custom  houses^ 
no  ship  or  vessel  whatever  shall  receive  a  clear- 
ance for  any  port  or  place  within  the  island  of  Su 
Domingo,  and  not  in  the  actual  possession  of 
France:  nor  shall  any  clearance  be  granted  for  a 
foreign  voyage  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned,  hired, 
or  employed,  wholly  or  in  part,  by  any  person  or 
persons,  resident  within  the  United  Sutes,  until 
the  owner  or  the  employer  for  the  vovage,  or  hi& 
factor  or  agent,  with  the  master,  shall  give  bond 
to  the  United  States,  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value 
of  the  vessel  and  of  her  cargo,  with  condltiou  that 
tbe  ship  or  vessel,  for  which  a  clearance  shall  be 
required,  is  destined  to  ^ome  port  or  place  without 
the  limits  of  such  part  of  the  island  of  St.  Domin- 
go, as  shall  not  be  in  the  actual  possession,  aud 
under  the  i^cknoVledged  Grovernment  of  France^ 
and  during  the  intended  voyage  ^hall  not  be  vol- 
untarily carried,  or  permitted  lo  proceed,  whether 
directly  or  from  any  intermediate  port  or  place,  to 
any  poi^t  or  place  within  such  ]>art  of  the  island 
of  Bu  Domingo,  aa  ahidi  not  be  in  the  acnml  jpos- 
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aessiQD,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Govern n^ent 
of  France;  and  in  case  of  being  forced  bjr  any 
casualty  into  any  port  or  place  herel^y  interdicted, 
shall  not,  at  any  such  .port  of  place,  voluntarily 
sell,  deliver,  or  unlade  any  part  of  .such  cargo,  ex- 
cept so  much  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
defray  the  expenses,  requisite  to  enable  such  ves- 
sel to  proceea  on  her  intended  voyage ;  and  gen- 
erally, that  sucb  ship  or  vessel,  whilst  on  such 
voyage,  shall  tiot  be  employed  in  any  traffic  or 
commerce,  with  or  for  any  persoa  resident  within 
any  part  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  not  in  the 
actual  posltession,  and  under  the  acknowledged 
€h)vernment  of  France. 

Sec.  a.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
penalti^  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this 
act,  and  which  tnay  be  recovered,  shall  be  dis- 
tributed and  accounted  for,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  act, entitled'*' An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and' tonnage,'' 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,,  one  thousand 
seven  huAdred  and  nlnety^nine,  and  o^ay  be  miti- 
gated and  remitted  iq  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the-act,  entitled  "An  act  for  mitigating  and  re- 
mitting the  forfeitures,'  penalties,'  and  disabilities, 
teeming  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned;"' 
passed  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  seven- 
nuadred  and  ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual 
by  an  act  passed  the  eleventh  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred.  '   - 

Sec.  4.  And  f)e  it  further  enacted,  That  this. 
ftet  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  one  year, 
and  no  longer.  . 

Seo.  5,  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  at  any 
time,  after  the  passing  of  this  act  it  «hail  be  law- 
ful for  t^e^  President  of  the  United  Butes,  if  he 
shall  -deem  it  expedient,  and  consi^tenjt  with  the 
interlMts  of  the  United  States^  by  his  prder^to  re- 
mit and  discontinue  the  festtamtsand  prohibitions 
on  the  commerce  aforesaid.  , 

ApproiFed,  February  28, 1806^ 

An  Act  authorizing  the  tale  of  a  tract  of  land,  in  the 
town  of  Cincinnati,  i^d  State  of  Ohio.  ^ 

.  Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That,  for  the  disposal  of  a 
certain  tract  or  lot  of  land,  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  town  of  Ciacinoatr,  on  the 
Ohio,  being  the  same  on  which  Fort  Washington 
was  isrected,  the  Secretary  ofHhe  TreKsury  shaM 
cause  the  said  tract  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  off 
into  town  lofs,  streets,  and  avenues,  in  such  man- 
ner, and  of  such  din^ensioDs,  as  be  may  judge  pro^ 
per,  conforiQiog  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  origmal 
plan  of  the  town :  when  the  survey  is  Completed, 
a  plat  thereof  shall  be  returned  to  the  surveyor 
general,  on  which  the  Ifots  .shaill  he^denominated 
by^  progressive  numbers,  who  ehali  therefrom 
cause  two  cppies  to  be' made,  one  to  be  tranamit* 
ted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  other 
to  the  re^isti^r  oT  the  land  office  at  Cincinnati':  on 
the  receipt  of  which  plat  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  cause  the  said  town  lots'  to  be  of- 
fered to  the  highest  bidder  at  poUio  sale,  to  be 
held  at  Cineinnaci,  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  in  tlie 


district  of  Cincinnati,  on  the  same  terms  aadi 
conditions  as  have  been  provided  for  the  puMio 
sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States* 
Six  weeks  noti^ce  shall  be  given  of  the  day  of  sale^ 
in  at  least  two  newspapers  published  in  the  Stata 
of  Ohio. 
Approved,  February  28, 1806. 


An  Act  extending,  the  powers  of  the  Surveyor  Gen* 
eral  to  the  Tfeiritory  of 'Louisiana;  and  for  other 
.purposes. 

Be  it  enact^  ^c^  That  tho  powers  vested  by^ 
law  in. the  Surveyor  .General  sball  extend  over 
all  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  extipguisheii^  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Surveyor  General  to 
appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  skilful  surveycM^ 
as  ois  deputies^  in  the  stiid  Territory,-  one  of  whool 
he  shall,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of 
this  Treasury,  designate  as  his  principal  deputy 
for  the  sao^e.  ^hich  said. deputies  shall  severally 
take  an  oath,  or  affirmation,  truly  and  faithfully 
to  discharge  \ix%  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 
The  said'principal  deputy  shall  reside  an^  keep 
^n  office  in .  the  said  Territory,  and  shall,  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Surveyor  Gkneral,  exe-  v 
oute,  or  cause  to  be  executed  by  the  other  deputies, 
such  surveys  as. may  he^reafter  be  authorized  by 
law,  or  as  he  may  be  directed.to^execute  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of -ascer^ 
uining  the  titles  and  chtims  to  land  within  the 
Territory  aforesaid;  and  shall  generally  perform 
therein,  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  and 
instructions  of  the  said '  Surveyor  General,  the 
duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  said  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  H further  enacted,  That  all  the 
plots  of  surveys,  and.  all  other  papers  and  docu- 
ments peruining,  ox  which.did  pertain  to  the  of- 
fice of  Surveyor  General,  under  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  afore- 
said, or  to  apy  other  office  heretofore  established 
or  ajath'orized  for  th'e  purpose  of  executing,  or  re- 
cording surveys  of  lands  within  the  said  limits, 
shaill)^  delivered  to  the  principal  deputy  afore- 
said ;  and  no  plot  of  survey  shall  be  admitted  aa 
evidence,  in  any  cburt  of  justice,  unless  certified 
by  the  ^id  principal,  deputy,  to  be  a  true  copy  of 
therecQrd  in  his  office. 

Sbg.  3.  And  be  it  furtJier  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  act,>entitiedy  ^^  An  act  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  i^nd  the  district  of  Loui- 
siana," as  makes  it  the  duty  of  every  claimant  to 
lands,  within^the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  to  deliver 
to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  a  plot  of  tli6  tract,  or 
tracts,  claimed  6y  ham,  be,  and  thesafme  is  hereby 
repealed,  so  far  as  relates  to  claimants  whose  tracts 
had  not  been  surveyed  by  the  proper  officer,  under 
the  Spanish  Government,  prior  to  the  twentieth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
three.  And  the  commissioners  appointed  for  as- 
certaining the  titles  and  claims  to  lands,  within 
either  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  or  that  of  Or- 
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l«ans,  are  authorized  to  direct  the  officer  exereis- 
iog  the  powers  of  Surveyor  General,  within  -the 
:8ame,  to  execute  such  suryevs  as  they  may  think 
aecessary,  for  the  purpose  ot  deciding  on  claiins 
presented  for  their  decision ;.  Provided.  That  the 
expense  of  executing,  each  surveys  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  parties  claiming  the  land,  unless  the  same 
be  claimed  by  a  legal  Freaeh  or  Spanish  grapt, 
made  aqd  completed  before  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, oae  theosand  eight  hundred :  And  provided 
aieoy  and  Uwher^bfjurffier  enacted,  That  every 
auch  survey,  as  well  as  every  other  survey,  by 
whatever  authovtty  heretofore  executed,  those  of 
the  abovementioned  legal  and  complete  pities  only 
excepted,  shall  be  held  and  considered  aa  private 
ailrreys  only ;  and  all  the  tracts  of  land,  the  titles 
10  which  may  be  ultia»ately  confirmed  by  Con- 
gtett,  in  conformity  with  the  provisioos  of  the 
act  abovementioned,  shall,  prior  to  the  iBSUmg.of 
patents,  be  re^urv^yed,  if  judged  necessary,  under 
the  autnority  of  the  person  exercising  the  powen 
of  Surveyor  Qeneral,  imd  at  the  expeose  of  ^the 
liarties. 

S«c.  4.  And  U  it  JurtHer  entucted,  That  the 
Surveyor  QeHeral  shall  ^x  the  dompensation  of 
tfa«  deputy  surveyors,  chain  carriers;  and  axemen, 
in  the  Territory,  of  Louisiana:  Provided,  Thaf 
the  whole  expeaae  of  surveying. and  marking  the 
Ubcb,  whether  Mid  by  the  United  Slates,  or  by 
individuals,  shaU  not  exceed  three  doUars  per  mile, 
for  every  mile  that  shall  be  actaatLy  run,  or  sar- 
rtif^  uhI  marked.  And  the  principal' deputy 
aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  horn  Indi* 
Yiduaia  the  followinj^  lees,  that  is  to  say ;'  for  ex- 
amining and  recording  .the  surveys  executed  by 
any  ofthe  dieputies^  at  die  rate  of  twentv-five  cents 
for  every  imle  of  the  boundarv  Ime  of  poah  sur- 
Tey,  and  for  a  certified  copy  of  any  plot  pf  a  san> 
V«f  in  hia  ^<9e,  twenty-five  cents. 

Approved,  Fejbruary  28, 180a 

An  Act  6r  aftariag  the  time  for  hiding  the  circuit  cooit 
in  the  district  el  North  CaroUna';  and  for  abotiahing 
&e  July  tenn  of  the  Kentucky  district  cou^ 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  the  Jape  term  of  the 
cireait  court  how  holden  for  the  distriet  of  North 
Carolip%  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Jonc^  shall  com* 
BM»eeand  be  holdeaon  the  twentieth  day. of  the 
same  months  anything  contained  in  any  former 
act  or  acts  to  the  contrary  notwithatanduig.  And 
that  all  actions  suits,  process^  pleadings,  aud  other 
proceeding:*,  of  what  nature  or. kind  soever,  civil 
or  criminal;  commenced  or  to  commence  in  the 
said  coart,and  all  recognisances  returnable  to  the 
said  court  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  shall  be 
continued,  returned  to^  and  have  day  in  the  aea- 
aion  to  be  holden  by  tnis  act,  aad  the  same  pro- 
^eedinga  shall  be  hail  thereon  as  heretdfore,.and 
ahall  have  all  the  effact,  power,  and  virtue  as  if 
the  alteration  had  never  beeuimade; /^rovtdeii, 
meveriheksa.  That  when  the  twentieth  day  of  June 
shall  happen  on  Sunday,  the  next  shall  be  the  firat 
juridical  day.  ' 

Sfio.  3.  And  he  itjurther  enacted,  Thai,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  August  aext^so  moeh  of 


all  and  every  a^t  or  acts,  as  directs  that  a  district 
court,,  for  the  Kentucky  district,  shall  be  holdea 
on  the  fif9t  Monday  in  July,  in  every  year,  shall  he 
and  the  same  is.  hereby  repealed.  . 
Approved,  February  ^,  1806. 


An  Aet  declaring  the  consent  of  Congnaa  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  Pfennsyivania,  entitled  "An  act  to  em- 
po'wer  the  Board  of  hardens  for  the  port  of  Phiiai- 
deipbia  to  collect  a  certain  4Qty  on  tonnage^  for  the 
porpoaes  therein  mentioned." 
Be  it  enacted^  &c.,  That,  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress be,  and  it  is  nereby  granted  and  declared,  to 
the  opeiation  of  an  aet  of  the  Legialature  of  Penn- 
sylvaiiiaj  passed  on  the  first  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  dne  thousand  eight  hundred  apd  five,  entitled 
"An  act  to  empower  the  Board  of  Wardens  for 
the  port  of  Philadelphia  to  collect  a  certain  du^ 
on  tonnage,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned, 
sa  far  as  to-  enable  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to 
colkct.a  duty  bf  four  cents, 'per  ton,  on  all  vessels 
which  shall  clear  but  from  the  port  of  iPhiladel- 
phia  forany  foreign  port  or  place  whatever,  to  be 
expended  in  hulling  piers  in.  and  otherwise  /m- 
proviog  the  navigation  of  the  river  Iklaware, 
agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  the  said  act. 
Approved,  Felimary  28,'  1806. 


An  Act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  eartaia  caaea 
Jadges  and  State  Coarte/ 

Be  U  enacted^  §c^  That  the  rc^wetive  county 
courts  within,  or  next  adjoining,  the  rvvenve  dis- 
tricts herdinafter  mentioned,  shak  he  and  are  here- 
by aulhorixed  to  take  cognixanee  of  all  compUiata 
and  pfosaentions  for  inee,  penaltiee,  aad  foffrii- 
itrfs,ansiogmader  the  reveniie  lalrsof  the  United 
plates,  in  th»  districts  of  Chamjdain,  Sachet 
Hariior.  Oewego,.  Geaeaee,  Nii^iani,  and  Bofislo 
Creek,  m  the  Sute  bf  N^w.York,  hnd  in  the  <fi»- 
trict  of  Presque  Iala,in  the  State  oTFenasflvama; 
and  the  district  attomeya  of  New  York  and  Peon- 
sf Ivania,  respectively,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  appoint,  by  warrant  an  attorney  as 
their  .sul^itute  or  d^mxty^  respectively,  to  prose- 
cute for  the  United  Sufes  in  each  of  the  said 
county  courts,  who  shaH  be  awom  or  affirmed  to 
the  fauhfol  execution  of  his  duty,  a«  a  prosecutor 
aforendd:  Provided,  That  this  authority  shidl 
Bot  be  construed  to  extead  jariadhction  to  the 
eeunty  courts  afoneaaid,  over  any  civil  cnuve, 
which  mav  ariae  in  any  of  those  revenue  difttrie ta^ 
for  the  coliecttOB  of  duties  payable  to  the  United 
Btaiea ;  or  bonds  or  itoeuriaes  flivca  for  the  seeti» 
rity  and  payment  of  duties  to  the  Uaited  States. 

Sa^.  %  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
county  courts  aforesaid,  or  the  first  judge  of  eaeA 
of  said  oanrts,  shaU  bt.  and  hereby  are;  rarther  au- 
thorised to  exercise  all  and  every  power  in  eases 
of  a  criminal  natuee,  cognisatde  before  them  by 
virtue  of  the  ficst  section  of  this  act,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  mitigation  or  remission  of  any 
fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  arkiah  may  be  exer- 
cised bjr  the  jadges  of  the  district  courts,  in  casea 
depe^diag  hejforethem,  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  the 
Unitad  States^  passed  an  the  third  of  Biareh,  one 
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tboiMmd  seven  handled  aad  ninety-aeven,  enti^ 
tied  ^An  abt  toprovide  for  mitigating  or  remiuing 
the  forfeitares,  penalties,  and  disabilitiea,  accruing 
in  eertata  caaes  therein,  uentioaed''  Aad  in  the 
csercise  of  the  aothoi ity,  by  this  section  giren  to 
said  countT  ooorta  or  ta  the  first  judges  thereof) 
they  shall  be  ^oremed  in  ever^r  respect  bv  tibereg* 
olations,  restrictions,  and  pnnriaiona  of  the  la#  of 
the  United  States,  passed  on  the  third  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven, 
aforesaid';  with  this  difibrence  only,  that  instead  of 
notifying  the  district  attorneys,  respectively,  said 
county  courts,  or  the  first  judges  thereof,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall,  before  exercising  said  authori- 
ties, cause  reasonable  notice  to  be  given  to  the 
attorney  who  may  hai^  been  appointed  and-8Wor& 
or  affirmed  to  prosecute  for  the  United  States-,  in 
svch  court,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
showing  cause  against  the  mitigation  or  remis- 
sion of  s>ich  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture. ' . 

.Scc<  3.  And  be  itjwiher  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  remain  in  force  during-  the  term  of  one 
year,  from  its  {Assage,  and 'from  thenoe  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no 
longer. 

'Approved,  Maroh  8;  l*80a 

An  Act  declaring  the  toWn  of  Jers^  ia  the  8tate  of 
New  Jersey,  to  be  a  port  of  deliTe^ ;  end  for  erect- 
ing ft  light-house  on  Wood  Island,  or  Tletch^s 
Neck,  in  the  l^te  of  Massachusetts. 

"  Beit  enacted^  fc.  That  the  town, or  tandmg 
place  of  Jei^y,  snaO  be-a  porl  of  delivery,  to  be 
aanexed  to  the  district  of  Perth  Amboy,  and  shall 
Ve  subject  to  the  san^.  regulations  and  restrictiooe 
aa  other  poru  of  dalivery  in  the  United  States. 
And  there  shall  be  appointed  a  sorvevoF  to  reside 
at  the  skid  port  of  defiVery,  who  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive,  in  addition  to  the  other  emokiiaents 
allowed  by  law,  a  salary  of  one  hundred  doUats, 
annnally. 

Sae.  2.  And  be  it  fyrther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  be,  and  be  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  required,  to.  cause  a  good 
and  aomeient  light-hoiise  to  be  exeoted  on  Wood 
Island,  or  Fletcher's  Neck,  in  the  district  of  Maine, 
(selecting  either  phice,  as  the  President  of  the 
tTnited  states  may  deem  most  eligible,)  and  to 
apppint  a  keeper,  and  otherwise  provide  for  such 
Lght-houiejar  the  ex]>ense«f  the  United  States : 
l^tmded,'  That  sufficient  land  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  such  light«house  can  be  obtained  at  a- 
xeasonaible  price,  and  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts shall  cede  the  jurisdictidn  over  the  same 
to  the  United  States. .  And  the  sum  of  five  thou-* 
aand  dpUars  is  hereby  ai^opria^d  for  the  erec-» 
tion  of  said  light-house,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  hot  otherwiao  appro- 
priatd«  ^ 

Approved,  March  8, 1806.    . 

An  Aet  to  tncoipeimte  tlieTrasteSsof  tiie  Pieslyyteiian 
-Cengtefttioii  of  Geoigetowa. 
Be  it  enocftdL  f  c,  That  Stephen  B.  Batch,  Wil- 
Uam  Whaan,  James  Melvin,  John  Maffit,  John. 


Peter,  Jbsbua  Ehiwson,  James  Qalder,  .George 
Thompson,  Richard  Bdliott,  David  Wiley,  aad 
Andrew  Ross,  and  their  sacoessors,  duly  eleeted 
or  appointed,  ia  manner  hereinafter  directed,  bei 
and  they  are  hereby  made,  declared,  and  constitu- 
teda  eorporation  and  body  politic,  ia  law  and  in 
fact,  to  have  continuance-  forever,  bv  the  name^ 
style,  aad  title  oi  ''  the  Trustees  of  the  Presby  te*- 
riair  Congcegation.  in  Qeoigetftwii." 

Sno.  8.  And  be  itjurthet  enacted,  Thatall  and 
sioffiflar  the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities, 
ngnu,  privileM,  ^oods,  and  chattels,  heretofore 
given)  grattted,  devised,  ar  hofucathed  to  the  said 
eongregatioQ,  or  to  any  person  or  persons,  for  the 
.nse  thereof,  or  tbat  have  been  parchasecl  for^  or 
on  account  of  the  same,  he,  and  are  hereby,  vested 
in  and  -confirmed  to  the  said  eorpoiationc  And, 
Jurthewy  That  the  aaid  carpovation  may  puechaaa, 
take,  receive,  and  enjoy,  any  laads^  tenements, 
rents,  annuities,  rights,  or  privilegeej  or  any  goods, 
ehattel%  or  other  effects,  of  wISat  bad  or  natufo 
soever,  which  shall  or  may  hereafker  be  given, 
mnteil,  sold,  bequeathed,  or  devised,  unto  them 
Ey  any  persoirer  persons,  bodief  politic^  or  corpo- 
ratey  capable  of  making  such  gift,  ffrant,  sale,  or 
bequest;  and  the  said:  peoperty,  real  or  personal, 
to  rent,  sell,  convey,  and  confirm,  or  otherwise 
dispose  of,  as  fUly  vod  effectuaUy  aa  any  person, 
or  persons^  bodies  .politic,  or  eorpsurate,  may  or  onn 
do:  Promdedy  That  the  dear  annual  incooM  of 
all  such  property  oaaynot  exceed^ the  sum  of  tfaraa 
thousand  dotlars ;  that  no  part  of  the  ground  now 
appropriated,  and  enclosed  for  a  giave-yard,  be 
disposed,  of  ror .  ^ny  othoer  purpoae ;  and  that  the 
aforesaid  property,  real  ana  pcneoal,  be  consider- 
ed as  held  in  the  trust,  nailer  the  nanagemenl, 
and  at  the  diqxMtl  of  said  corfN>ration,  for  thn 
purpose  of  defraying,  tte  expenaeeinciddnt  to  their 
mode  of  religions  worship  y  of  enclosing  and  keep> 
ing  in  decent  repair,  their  grave  yards  and  other 
lo&.  with  thebttfidings  thereon ;  and  of  afibrdtng 
such  relief  to  the  poor  as  their  foods  may  fh>m 
time  to  time  albw,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

S£c.  3.  And  be  it  Junker  enacted.  That  the  said 
corporation,  by  the  name,  style,  aad  tUle  aforesaid, 
be,  and  shall  tue  hereafter  forever,  able  and  capa- 
ble  in  law^  to  sue  and  U)  be  sued,  plead  and  be 
impleaded,  answer  and  be  Answered  \roto,'  defond 
and  be  defended,  ill  anj  court  or  courts,  or  other 
places,  and  before  any  judge  or  judges,  justice  or 
jusOces,  or.  other  person  whatsoever,  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  elsewhere,  in  all,  and  all 
manner  of  suits,  actions,  complaints;  pleas,  causes, 
matters,  and  demands,  of  whatsoever  kiod  or  na- 
ture they  may  be,  in  as  full  an(i  effectual  a  inan- 
ner,  as  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic, 
or  cdrpotate,  may  ot  can  do. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  furfur  enacted,  That  the 
said  corporation  shall  have  full  pow^  and  au- 
thority to  make,  have,  and  use  a  common  sea1| 
with  such  device  and  inscription  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter,  and  renew,  at 
pleasure;  to  appoint  a  treasurer,  secretary, and 
such  other  oflicers  as  they  inay  deem  necessary 
nod  proper;  ta  assign  them  their  duties,  and  fix 
their  compensation,  and  to  remove  any,  or  all  of 
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them  from  office;  appoint  another,  or  others  in 
their  place,  as  often  as  they'shaH  think  fit;  to 
makej  ordain,  establish,  and  execute,  such  by-laws 
and  ordinances,  of  a  secular  nature,  as  may  be 
deemed  useful  for  their  own  government,  and  the 
aame  to  alter,  amend,  or  abro|i(ate,  at  pleasure^  to 
fill  up  vacancies  that  may  happen  in  their  num- 
ber, between  two  annual  elections ;  end  to  deter- 
mine upon,  do,  and  transact  all  business,  and  mat- 
ters appertaininiBf  to  the  said  corporatioh,  apd  to 
the  secular  affairs  of  said  congregation,  agreeable 
to  the  rules,  ordinHnees  and  by -kws  thereof,  dur- 
ing their  continuance  in  officer  Provided,  That 
not  less  then  five  trustees  be  a  quorum  to  do  hvh 
siness ;  that  no  by4aw,  rule,  or  ordinance,  shall 
be  made,  repugnapt  to  the  laws  of  this  District. 

Sec.  5.  Ani  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  an  annual  meeting  gf  the  members  be- 
longing to  said  congregation,  held  on  the  Qrst 
Tuesday  of  April,  in  every  year  hereafter,  at  the 
chureh  or  usual  place  of  public  worship,  at  which 
time  and  place  the  said  members,  or  sucn  of  them 
as  may  be  present,  shall  elect  and  choose,  by  bal- 
lot, from  their  own  number,  nine  trustees,  to  serve 
fbr  the  year  ensuing  their  election,  and  nntil  others 
■hall  be  elected  or  appointed  to  serve  in  their 
place. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  the 
trustees  shall  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  in  suitable 
books  for  the  purpose,  just  and  proper  entries  of 
all  the  proceedings  and  accounts  of  said  co'ngre- 

Sition'  and  corporation,  and  have  them  lard  he- 
re the  members  at  every  annual  meeting,  previ- 
ous to  takine  the  votes,  and  shall  always  deliver 
the  said  booksj  together  with  all  the  property  of 
aaid  congregation  and  corporation,  in  good  order,' 
to  their  successors  in  office,  whenever,  required. 
Approved  Match  88, 1806. 


An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congrev  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  Soutl^  Carolina,  passed  on  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  December,  in  the  .year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  a^d  four,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  aa- 
thorizing  the  'City  Coandl  of  Charleston  to  impose 
and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from 
foreign  ports. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  consent  of  Con- 

Sress  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  granted  and  declared  to 
le  operation  of  an  act  of  the  Gkneral  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  passed  the  twen- 
ty-first day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousan.d  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled 
^An  act  to  authorize  the  City  Council  of  Charles- 
ton, with  the  consent  of  Congress,  to  impose  and 
levy  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels, 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  sd  far  as  the 
aame  extends  to  authorizing  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  levy  a  duty  not  exceed- 
ing six  cents  p^r  ton,  on  all  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  arrive  and  be  en-' 
tered  in  the  port  of  Charleston  from-any  foreign 
port  or  place  whatever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
collector  of  Charleston  is  liereby  authorized  to 
collect  the  duty  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to  pay 


the  same  to  such  persons  as  shall  be  aothonzed 
to  receive  the  same  by  the  City  Council  of 
Clfarleston. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfitrih^  enrcted,  T'hat  this 
act  shall  be  iH  force  for  three  years,  and  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Gongicss 
thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  28^  1806. 

An  Act  to  regulate^  the  laying  ont  and  making  a  road 

from  Cumberland,  in  the  Sute  of  Mazylmnd,  to  the 

StoteofOhip. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^c.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  three  discreet  and  disinterested  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  or  a  point  on  the  northern  bank  of 
the  river  Potomac,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  be- 
tween Cumberland  and  the  place  where  the  main 
road  leading  from  Gwinn's  to  Winchester,  in  Vir- 
ginia, crosses  the  river,  to  the  State  of  Ohio; 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after 
their  appointment,  to  repair  to  Cumberland,  afore- 
said, and  view  the  gronnd.  from  the  points  on 
the  river  Potomac,  hereinbefore  designated,  to  the 
river  Ohio ;  and  to  lay  qqt  in  such  direction  as 
they  shall  judge,  unqer'  all  circamstances,  the 
most  proper,  a  road  from  thence  to  the  livei 
Ohio,  to  strike  the  same  at  the  most  convenient 
place,  between  a  point  on  its  eastern  bank,  o^po- 
site  to  .the  northern  boundary  of  Steabenville^ 
in  said  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  mouth  of  Grare 
creek,  which  empties  into  the  said  river  a  little 
below  Wheeling,  in  Virginia.* 

Sec.  2.  Andbe  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  road  shall  belaid  out  four  rods  in  width, 
and  designated  on  each, side  bv  a  plain  and  distin- 
guishable mark  on  a  tree,  or  by  tlie  erection  of  a 
stake  or  monument,  sufficiently  conspicaoos,  in 
every  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  distance,  at  leasi; 
where  the  road  pursues  a  straight  coarse  so  &r  or 
farther,  atd  on  each  side,  at  every  point  where  an 
angle  occurs  in  it^  course. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissioners  shall,  as*  soon  as  ma^  be,  after 
they  had  laid' out  said  road,  as  aforesaid^  present 
to  the  President  an  accurate  plan  of  the  same, 
with  its  several  courses  and  distances,  accompa- 
nied by  a  written  report  of  their  proceedings,  de- 
scribing the  marks  and  monuments'by  which  the 
road  is  designated,  and  the  face  of  the  coon  try- 
over  which  it  passes,  and  pointing  out  the  particu- 
lar parte,  which  they  shall  judge  require  the  most 
and  immediate  attention  and  amelioration  ;  and 
the  probable  expense  of  making  the  same  pass- 
able in  the  most  difficult  parts,  and  through  (he 
whole  distance :  designating  the  Sute  or  States 
through  which  said  road  has  been  laid  out,  and 
the  length  of  the  several  parte  which  are  laid  out 
on  new  ground,  as  well  as  the  leofth  of  those 
parte  laid  out  on  the  road  now  travelled.  Which 
report  the  President  is  hereby  aothorized  to  ac- 
cept or  reject,  in  the  whole,  or  in  part.  If  he  ac- 
cepts, he  U  hereby  farther  aaihoriafed  and  request- 
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(  ed  to  pursue  such  measures,  as  in  his  opioion 

shall  beproper,  to  olftaiii  consent  for  making  the 
road  of  the  State  or  States,  through  which  the 
same  has  been,  laid  out  Which  consent  heiog 
obtained,  he  is  further  authorized  to  take  prompt 
and  effectual  measures  to  caiuae  said  road,  to  h« 
made  through  the  whole  distance,  or  in  any  part 
or  parts  of  the  same  as  he  shall  jud^  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  good,  bavipg  referende  to 

■  the  sum  appropriated  tor  the  porj^ose. 

^  Sfic.  4.  And  he  it  fiirther  enacted^  That  all 

parts  of  the  road  which  the  Preaident  small  direct 

>  to  be  made,  in  ease,  the  trees  are  standing,  shall 
I  be  cleared  the  whole  width  of  four  rods;  and  the 

road  shall  be  raised  in  the  middle  of  the  carriage- 
!  way  with  stone,  earth,  or  travel  ^and  sai^dj'Or  a 
combination  of  some  or  all  of  them,  learmg  or 
makinff,  as  the  case  may  b^,  a  ditch  or  water  course 
on  each  side,  and  contiguous  to  said  carriage-way; 
and  in  no  instance  shall  there  be  an  deration  in 
said  road,  when  finished,  greater  than  ail  angle  of 
fire  de^reees  with  the  horizon.  But  the  manner 
of  makmg  «aid  read,  in  erery  other  particular,  is 
left  to  the  direction  of  the  Presiderft. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  said 
commissioners  sh^ll  each  receive  four  dollars  per 
day,  while  employed  as  aforesaid,  in  full  for  thejr 
compensation,  inclilding  all  expenses.  And  they 
are  nereby  authorized  to  empldy  one  surveyor, 
two  chain  men,  and  one  inarker,  for  whose  faith- 
fulness and  accuracy  they,  the  said  commission- 
ers, shall  be' responsible,  to  attend  them  in  laying 
out^  said  road,  who  shall  receive  in  full  satisfac- 
tion for  their  wases,  including  all  expenses,  the 
■utveypr  three  d^lars  per  day,  and  each  chaiUT 
man  and  the  marker,  one  dollar  per  day,  while 
they  shall  be  employed  in  ^lid  business;  of  which 
fact,  a  certificate  si^ed  by  saidvcommiasioners 
ahall  be  deemed  sumeien't  evidence. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  Jurther,  enacted^  That  the 
sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby^  appropriated,  to  d^ray  the  expense  of 
layinj[  out  and  making  said  road.  And  the  Presi- 
dent IS  hereby  authorized  to  draw,  from  tifne  to 
time,  on  the  treasury,  for  such  parts,  or  at  anv 
one  time,  for 'the  whole  of  such  sum,  as  he  shall 
judge  the  service  requires.  Which  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  paid  first;  out  of  the  fund 
of  two  per  cent,  rteervedtbr  laying  out  and  "mak- 
ing roads  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the 
seventh  se/etion  of  an  act  passed  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  entitled  ^An'act  to  enable  the  people  of  the- 
eastern  division  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio  to  ibrm  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  siich  State  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  originU 
States,  and  fbr  other  purposes."  Three  per  cent. 
of  the  appropriation  contained  in  said  seventh 
section,  being  <direeted  by  a  subsequent  law,  to  thie 
layiDff  out,  openinjz^  kud  making  roads  within  the 

>  said  State  of  Ohio.  And  secondly^  out  of  any 
'  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
I       ated,  <Shargeable  upon,  and  reimbursable  at,  the 

Treasury  by  said  tand  of  two  per  cent.,  as  the 
f      same  shall  aecrae. 


Si:c.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaef^,  ^  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  Congress,  as  soon  asconvenienee 
will  permit,  after,  the  commencement  of  each  se»- 
sion,  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  under  this 
act,  that^ Congress  may  be  enabled  to  adopt  such 
further  measures  as  may,  from  time  to  tiibe,'  \ft 
proper,  uoder  existing  circumstances. 

Approved,  Match  29,  ISd^y. 

An  Act  folr  establishing  ndes  and  articles  fbr  the  goV 
emment-  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  from  and  afier  the 
passing  this  act,  the  /bllowin^ .  shall  be  the  rules 
and  articles  by  which  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  ^all  be  governed : 

Article  1.  Every  ofiScer  now  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  shall,  in  six  months  from*  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  and  every  officer  who  shall  here- 
after be  appointed,  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the 
duties  of  his  office,  subscribe  these  rules  and  reg- 
ulations." 

Art.  2.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  diligently  to  attend  divine  ser- 
vice ;  aind  all  officers  who  shall  behave  indecently 
or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  divine  worship, 
shall;  if  commissioned  officers,  be  brought  beforq 
a  general  court  martial,  there  to  be  publicly  and 
severely  reprimanded  by  the  president,;  if  non- 
commissioned officers  or  soldiers,  every  person  so 
offeodiog  shall,  for  his  first  ofi*ence,  forfeit  one- 
sixth  of  a  dollar^  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  next 
nay;  for  the  second  offence,  he  shall  not  only  for- 
feit a  like  sum.  but  be  confined  twenty-four  hours; 
and,  for  every  like  offence,  shall  suffer  and  pay  in 
like  manner;  which  money,  so  forfeited,  shall  be 
applied  by  the  captain  or  senior  officer  of  the  troop 
or  company,  to  the  use  of  the  sick  soldiers  of  the 
company  or  trbop  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

Art,  3.  Any  non-comimssioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier who  shall  use  any  profane  oath  or  execration, 
shall  iticur  the  penalties  expressed  in  the  for^o- 
inj^  article ;  and  a  commissioned  officer  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  for  each  and  every  such  offence  one 
dollar,  to  be  applied  as  in  the  preceding  article. 

Art,  4.  Every  chaplain,  commissioned  in  thQ 
army  or  armies  of  the  United  Stjites,  who  shall 
absent  hiinself  from  the  duties  assigned  him,  (ex- 
cepting in  cases  of  sickness  or  leave  of  absence,^ 
shall,  on  convictidn  thereof  before  a  court  martial, 
be  fined  not  exceeding  one  month 'b  pay,  besides 
the  loss  of  his  pay  during  his  absence;  or  be  dis- 
charged,- as  the  said  court  martial-  shall  judge 
proper. 

Art,  5:  Any  officer  or  spldier  who  shall  use  ' 
contemptuous  or  disrespectful  words  against  the 
President  of  the  Unitea  States,  against  the  Vice 
President  thereof,  against  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States^  or  against  the  Chief  Magistrate  or 
Legislature  of^any  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
he  may  be  quartered,  if  a  commissioned  officer, 
shall  be  cft^hiered,  or  otherwise  punished,  as  a 
court  martfal  shall  direct ;  if  a  non-commissioned 
officer  or  soldier,  he  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as  shall  be  inflicted  on  him  by  the  sentence  of  a 
court  martial. 
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Art.  6.  Any  offieer  or  soldier  wlio  ahall  bekuve 
himself  with  cootempc  or  disrespect  towaid»  his 
eommandiiig  offieer,  shall  he  punished  aoeording 
to  the  naiore  of  his  offimce,  by  the  judgment  of  a 
eoort.  martial. 

Art*  7.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  diall  begin, 
excite^  canse,  or  join  in  anv  mutiny  or  sedition  in 
any  troop  or  oon^nj  in  the  seryice  of  the  9ni« 
ted  States,  or  in  any^narty^  post,  iletaehment,  or 
guard,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment 
aaby  a.  court  martiaL  shall  be  inAie>ted. 

iirt.  8,  Any  officer,  oon-commiasioiied  officer  or 
soldier,  who,  beine  present  at  any  mutiny  or  aedi- 
Uon,  does  not  use  his  utmost  endeaTor  to  suppress 
Ihe  siMne,  or,  coming  to  the  knowledge  oi  anf 
intended  mutiny,  does  not,  withoat  delay, j^ive 
information  theveof  to  bis  commanding  oflteer, 
sball  be  punished  "by  the  sentence  of  a  court  mar* 
tial  with  death,  or  otherwise,  according  to  tbe  na- 
ture of  his  offence. 

Aft,  9.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  strike 
his  superior  officer,  or  draw  or  lift  up  any  weapon 
OS  oier  any  violence  agaipst  bim,  being"  in  the 
execution  of.  hb  office,  on  any  prietence  \rbatso- 
erer,  or  shall  di'sobev  any  lawiuloommand of  bis 
superior  offieer,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 

Junishment  as  shall,  according  to  the  nature  of 
is  offi^nce,  be  inflicted  upon  him  by  the  seatence 
of  a  court  martiaL 

Art.  10.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  oj  sol 
dier  who  shall  enlist  himself  in  the  service  of  A» 
United  States^  shall,  at  the  time  of  bis  so  enlistfng, 
or  within  six  days  afterwards,  bare  the  articles, 
for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  read  to  him,  and  sbaU,  by  the  officer  who 
enlisted  him,  or  by  the  commanoing  officer  of  the 
troop  or  company  into  which  he  was  enl^ste^  be 
taken  before  the-nexi  justice  of  the  peace,  or  chief 
magistrate  of  any  city  or  town  corporate,  not  be-, 
ing  aii  officer  of  the  army,  or  where  recourse  can- 
not be  bad  to  the  civil  magistrate,  before  the  judge 
advocate,  and,  in  his  presence,  shall  take  the  fol- 
lowing oath,  or  affirmation : 

^  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  (as  tbe 
case  may  be,)  that  I  will  bear  true  allegiance  to 
tbe  United  States  of  America.  an4  that  I  will 
serve  them  honestly  and  faithfully  aeiinst  all  their 
enen^ies  or  opposera  wbat$oever,  ap«  observe  and 
obey  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  orders  of  the  officer^  appointed 
over  me,  according  to  the  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States :"  Which  justice,  magistrate,  or  judp 
advocate,  Is  to  give  the  officer  a  certincate.  signi- 
fying that  the  man  enlisted  did  Uke  the  said  oath 
or  amrmatioiu 

Ah*  11. '  After  a  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  sball  have  been  duly  enKsted  and  sworn, 
he  shall  not  be  diso^isaed  the  service  without  a 
discharge  in  writing ;  and  no  discharge  granted 
to  him,  shall  be  sufficient,  which  is  not  signed  ^y 
ft  field  officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  he  oelonga. 
or  commandiii^  officer  where  ao  field  officer  ot 
ther^mentis  present;  and  no.disch.arge  shall 
be  given  to  a  non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier, 


of  the  Preaideat,  the  Seeietary  of  War,  the  eom^ 
maading  offieer  of  a  department,  or  the  sentenee 
of  a  general  coart  manud ;  nor  shall  a  commis- 
sioned officer  be  discharged  the  advice,  but  by 
Older  of  the  (^.resident  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  by 
sentence  of  a  general  court  OMurtiaL 

Art  12,  Every  colonel,  or  other  officer,  eom- 
manding  a  regiment,  troop,  or  oompany,  and  ac- 
tually quartered  with  it,  may  give  foriooghs  to 
non-commistioBed  offleers  or  aoldieriL  in  such 
BMmibcra,  and  for  so  long  a.  time  as  he  shall  judge 
to  be  moat  conauteat  with  the  good  of  the  set- 
viee ;  and  &  captain,  or  other  inlenoff  officer,  com- 
manding: a  troop  or  cdtapany,  or  in  any  garrison, 
fort,  or  batraQk  of  the  United  States,  (his  field 
officer  being  absent,)  may^give  forlongbs  to  aour 
eommiaaioned  officers  or  aoldiers,  for  a  time  not 
exceeding  tirtMnty  days  in  six  months,  but  not  to 
more  timn  two  persona  to  be  absent  at  the  same 
tiine^  except  aome  extnubrdinary  oi;eaiaioa  shoald 
require  it. 

ArU  13.  At  every  muiter,  the  oommanding  iA* 
oer  of  each  negiment.  troop,  or  company  theia 
present,  shall  give  to  the  commissarjr  of  musfen^ 
or  other  office  who  moaiers  the  said  i^^imeot, 
troop,  or  company,  certificates  signed  by  himself, 
signifying  how  long  such  offieeEs,-as  shaU  not  ui- 
pear  at  the  said  muster,  hf  ve  been  absent,  and  the 
reaaen  of  their  abeeace.  In  like  manner^ dMeomr 
mhnding  officer  of  every  troop  or  company,  shall 
give  cercifieatea,-  signifying  the  reasons  oC  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Don-eommissioned  offieera  and  pri- 
vate soldiers,  which  reisona,  and  time  of  absence, 
sball  be  inserted  ij|the  muster  rolls,  oppoaite  the 
name  of  the  reaped  ive  absent  ofiioera  and  ^ol^an. 
The  certificates  shall,  together  with  the  musici 
v<dls^  be  remitted*  by  the  c^aamiasary  of  moalM 
or  other  officer  mnateriog,  |o.  ih^  Department  oi 
War^  as  speedily  as  the  Aatance  of  the  plaee  will 
aikniCft 

Agi.  14.  Every  offictf  whe  shall  be  conrieted, 
before  a  genei^  court  martial,  of  halving  ajigned  a 
false  eerciftcate,  relating  to  the  aibsence  of  either 
officer  or  private  soldier,  or  relative  to  hia<x  tlieic 
pay,  sball  be  cashiefled* 

Art,  1&  livery  officer  whg  shall  knowingly 
make  a  false  muster  of  man  or  home^  and  eveii|; 
officer  or  commissury  of  moaters,  who  shaU  wil- 
lingly sign,  dtmet,  or  il(ow  the  signing  of  moatcx 
rolle,  wherein  socb  fake  muster  is  contained  shall, 
upon  proof  made  thereof  by  two  witnesaes  before 
a  general  cenrt  martial,  be  cashiered,  and  shftli  be 
tfairebv  utterly  disabled  to  have  or  hold  any  office 
or  employment  in  the  service  of  the  Uaited  Staiea. 

Artn  Ig.  Any  comoussgry  of  mostera,  or  othor 
officer,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  taJsea 
money,  oc  other  thing,  by  way  of  gratifiettioa,  cua 
mustering  any  regimeatjttoop^  or  company,  or  oa 
skping.mua$eir<w,  shall  be  dieplaeed  firooa  hia 
office,  aad  shall  be  thereby  lUterly  dimbled  to 
have,  or  hold  any  office  or  emptoyment  in  the  set- 
vice  Q(the  United  States. 

Art.  17.  Any  officer  who  shall  preaume  to  maa- 
ter  a  person  as  a  soldier,  who  is  not  n  soldiery 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  having  mfida  a  £alst 


before  his  term  of  service  has  expired,  but  byocdbr  I  muster,^  and  shall  suffer  accordingly^ 
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Art.  la  Bvery^  officer  wh»  Blnll  kttowingly 
make  a  false  retarn  to  tbe  DeputtBcnt  of  War,  or 
to  any  of  hia  nafsener  offioeiv,  asliiorised  to  c^l 
for  -siiefa  jeinnis,  of  tbe  etate  of  the  wepwKfitkt, 
troof,  or  cofUpaiky,  or  gwrriaoD,  under  bis  oom- 
maod ;  dr  of  tbe  arsH)  ammttDition.  oldthiDg,  or' 
olber  fitores  theremato  befamgim^,  ihall,  on  conTtc- 
tioD  thereof  b^ore aeourt mart»l, be.casfaiei^d. 

An,  19.  The  commaodiDg  ofllceroreTery  regi- 
aMnt,  tyoop,  te  iackpendeBt  nomptaotfj  orgarrUron 
of  Ihe  United  States,  shall,  m  tlie  begtniihif  t^ 
ettrj  month,  remoi,  through  tbeprepef  cbameb, 
to  the  Department  of  War,  aaezaet  retarn  of  the 
liBgtment)  trpop,  ipdependeat  eon^ay,  or  garri- 
flott,  imdeT  hia^ommaad,  speeffying  the  aamies  of 
the  offidersthea  abeeatifrem  their  yoets,  with  the 
reasons  fo)r,aAd  the  time  of  tJMir  absenee.  AAd 
any  offioer  i^ho  shall  ^  conricled  of  hanas, 
thsoiq^h  negieet  or  design,  omitted  sending  each 
retonis^shaU  be  pimisbed  aoaoeding  to  the  nature 
of  kis  cdme  hy  the  judgment  of  agencial  eoaic 
maraiaL 

AH.i20.  All  offieert  and  solfbefSf  whohaae 
reoeived  :pay,  or  hav«  been  Mrenltsled  ki  aer« 
Ytee  of  the  United  States,  and  sdali  be  conricted 
of  having  deserSed  the  same,  shall  snffor  death, 
or^aach  other  papbhrneot  as  byseuieiioe  of  a 
court  martial  shall  be  imAicted. 

Ari.  81..  Amy  nonH>emmistiOtted  'officer  or 
soldier,  who  shall,  without  leave  from  his  eoan* 
mandiag  offioer,  absent  himself  fVom  Ms  troop, 
«ompan¥,  or  4el8chvfent,  8ihall,«pon  bakMr  con- 
victed-thereof;  be'  pnaiaiiei  accohjii^  tp  mroa- 
tme  of  his  offence^  at-tha  discMthm  of  «  court 
martial.' 

Art.  d8L  No  .nDn*cdmmifeBiMieA  officer  or  sol- 
idier  shall  enlist  himself  in  any  other  MginieBt, 
troop,  or  company,  witliout  a  regular  disoharge 
irom  the  remmentj  troap^ or  company,  in  which, 
her  last  served,  oj  the  penalty  ^f  bein^  reflated 'o 

id  in  case 

!r,  «fr  ihall 

not,  after  his  being  discovered  to  be  a  desarter,  im- 
■laoiately  ooi^ne  him  and  give  notice  thereof  to 
tbe  corps  in  which  he  last  served,  the  said  offi- 
cer ah%fi,:by  a  oonrl  martial,  be  cashiered. 

Art.  S3.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  he 
convicted  of  navia^  advised  ^'iK  persuaded  any 
otker  offioer  or  soldier  to  desert  the-sei^ce  of  the 
Unitod  Smtes^ahsAl  aoffinr  death,  or  such  other 
panisliment'as  shall  be  inAiotedupon  him  by  tbe 
sen  teoee  of  a  oaart  martial. 

Art.  24.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  use  any  te^ 
•praaehfiil  er  provoking. speeches  or  fiestotn  to 
another,  upon  pain,  if  an  officer,  of  bein^  put  in 
arvvst  t  if  a  soldibrvConfiaed,.and  of  asking  par- 
don CI  the  ptrty  efiendad,  in  the  psescaoe  of  his 
commaiidinff  officen 

Art.  85.  No  officer  or  at^dier  shall  send  a  chal- 
lenge to  another  offioer  or  soldier,  to  fight  a  duel, 
or  accept  a  challenge^  if  sent,  upon  pain,  if  a  com- 
miaaioned-  officer,  of  being  cashiered ;  if  a  non- 
c^namissiontd  officer  or  soldier,  of  suffering  cor- 
poreal punishment,  at  the  discretion  of  a  -ceurt 
mnttial 


Art.  d6t.  If  any  commissioned  or  non^^commis* 
sieaed  officer,  commanding  a  guard,  shall  know- 
ingly or  wiUioelv  suffiar  aav  person  whatsoever 
to  go  fbrth  toBgot  a  duel,  he  shall  be  punished 
as  a  cfaaUenger;  and  all  seconds,  promoters  and 
carriers  of  challeages,  in  order  to  duels,  shall  be 
deem^  principals,  and  be  punished  accordingly* 
And  it  shall  be.  the  duty  of  every  officer  com* 
manding  an  army,  raiment, compaay,  post^  or  de- 
tachment, wh6  is  knowing  to  a  challenge  being 
given,  or  accepted,  by  any  offioer,  noa-comtnis- 
aiotted  offioer,  or  aoldkr,  under  his  oeaMnand^  or 
has  reason  to  believe  the  same  to  be  the  case,  uo- 
mediately  to  anrest  and  bring  to  trial  such  offmd- 

CffS.- 

An.  ^.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  eoevei^ 
have  power  to  part  and  ^ucll  all  (|uarrels,  fmys. 
and  djsordets,  tlA>ogh  the  persons  concerned  should 
helong  to  another  rrpmiMit,  troop,  or  companyi; 
aodetther  to  order  oilers  mlo  tirvcst,  or  non^^enk- 
missioned  officers  or  seldiers  into  confinement, 
until  tMr  proper  superior  officem  shall  be  «e- 
quainted  therewith  i  and  whosoever  shall  refose 
to  obev  such  officer,  (though  ef-an*  inferior  mnk,) 
or  shall  di«w  his  sWofd  upon  him,  shall  be  pmi- 
ished.at  the  disoretidn  of  a  gidberal^ourt  martial. 

Art.  S8.'  Any  officer  or  sexier  who  shall  u|^- 
braid  aaiAher  R>r  refustng^a  ohatienge,  diall  him- 
self he  Duflished  as  a  challenger,  and  all  officers 
and  somiers  are  hereby,  discharged  from  any  dis- 
grace er.  opinion  of  eisadvantage^  which  mig^ 
arise  from  tnbir  having  refused  lo  accept  of  cmd- 
lenffes,  as  they  will  only  have  acted  in  obedience 
to  Uie  la3^,  and'dcae  their  doty  as  good  soM&ers, 
il^^sul^ctahemsalves  to  discipline. 

Art  38.  NaaottltoshadlbeperaMttcdtosellany 
kind  of  lifuois  or  vidnals,  or  to  keep  their  hoosea 
or  A0fB  open  for  thcentertaiameat  of  soldiers, 
after  nmeat  ni|^t,  or  befeae  the  healing  of'thf 
reveilles,  or  «iipon  Sundays,  during  divine  service 
Qrsermon,:on  the  penalty  eif  beiligdiamimed  from 
all  future  settling; 

Art.  dOi  All  idSoera  aeaamanding  in  the  field, 


forts,  barracks,  or  garrisons  cf  the  United  States, 
are  nereby  reqnhrM  to  see  that  the  persons  pe^ 
twitted  ko  sattle,  shall  eupply  the  soldierv  with 
good  and  wholesome  ptovtsicyis,  or  otherattioles, 
at  a  reatonahle  piice,  as  they  shall  bcanswemUe 
for  their  :neglect. 

Art.  31.  Ko  officer  oomnmndinff  in  any  of  tbe 
nrtiseas,  festt,  or  hanraehs  cF  the  Uailed  States, 
shall  exact  exorbitant  prices  (or  houses  or  staUs 
let  out  to  sutlers,  or  comiive  at  the  like  cxaetiQDs 
in  others^  nor  by- his  own  authnrity,  and  for  hts 
private  advantege,  ky  any  duty  i>r^  imiiesition 
upon,  or  be  mterested  in,  the  sale  of  any  viotoab, 
liquors,  or  other  neeeamries  of  life,  brought  into 
the  garrison^  fort,  or  barcaeks,  for  the  use  of  the 
soldiers,  en  the  penalty  of  being  discharged  frotfi 
thesfrvtce.  » 

ArL  33.  Bvery  officereommanding  in  quarters, 
garrisons,  or  on  the  march,  ehail  keep  good  oider, 
and,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  redress  all  abuses 
<Nr  disorders^  which  am  be  committed  by  any 
officer  or  soldier  under  liis  command ;  if  upon 
cdbipleiatmade.tahiiaof  offibaers  orsoMievabeBt- 
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ing.  or  otherwise  ill  treating^  dny  p/erson,  of  dis- 
tarbiDg  fairs  or  n^arkeCs.  or  of  cotamittiog  any 
kinds  of  riots,  to  the  disquieting  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  he,  the  said  coimnander.  who 
shall  refuse  or  omit  to  see  justice  done  to  the  o^ 
fenders,  and  reparation  made  to  the  party  or  par* 
ties  injured,  as  far  as  part  of  the  offender's  pay 
shall  enable  him  or  them^  shall,  upon  proof  there- 
of, be  cashiered  or  otherwise  punished  as  a  general 
court  martial  shall  direct. 

Art,  33.  When  any  commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  shall  be  accused  of  a  capital  crime,  or  of 
having  used  violence,  or  committed  aify  offence 
against  the  persons  or  property  of  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  such  as  is  ))unishable  by  the 
known  laws  of  the  land^  the  commanding  officer, 
and  officers  of  erery  regiment,  troq;>,  or  company, 
to  which  the  person,  or  persons,  so  accused,  shaU 
belong,  are  hereby  rc»g[uired,,upon  appHcationdulr 
made,  or  in  behalf  of  the  party  or  parties  injured, 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  deliver  over  such 
accused  person,  or  persons,  to  the  civil  magistrate, 
and  likewise  to  be  aiding  and  .assisting  to  the  of- 
ficers of  justice  in  apprehending  and  securing  the 
oerson  or  persons  so  accused,  in  order  to  oring 
Jlim  oir  them  to  trial.  If  any  commanding  officer, 
or  officers,  shall  wilfully  n^lect,  or  shall  reftise, 
opon  the  application  aforesaid,  to  deliver  over 
such  accused  person,  or  persons^  to  the  civil  magis- 
trates, or  to  be  aiding  and.  assisting  to  the  offi- 
cers of  justice  in  apprehending  such  pecson,  or 
persons,  the  officer,  or  officers,  so  offenaing,  shall 
be  cashiered* 

Art.  34.  If  any  officer  shKll  think  himself 
wronffed  by  his  colonel,  or  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  regiment,  and  shall,  upon  due  applica- 
tion b^ing  made  to  him.  be  refosea  redress,  he  may 
eomplain  to  the  genera)  commanding  in  the 'State 
or  Territory  where  such  rej^iment  shall  be  station- 
ed^ in  order  to  obtain  justice }  who  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  examine  into  the  said  complaint,  and 
take  proper  measures  for  redressing  the  wrong 
eompfainjsd  of,  and  transmit  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
the  Department  of  War,  a  true  state  of  such  com- 
plaint, with  the  proceedings  had  thereolk. 

Art,  35.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  soldier. shall 
think  himself  wrOpged  by  his  captaiii,  or  other 
officer,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to  the  command- 
ing offiaer  of  the  raiment,  who  is-heceby  required 
to  summon  a  reffime&tal  court  martial,  for  the 
doing  justice  to  the  complainant ;  from  which  te- 
inmental  court  martial,  either  party  may,  if  he 
thinks  himself  still  aj^ieved,  appeal  to  a  jfeneial 
court  martial.  But  if,  upon  a  second  hearing,  the 
appeal  shall  appear  vexations  and  groimdless,  the 
person,  so  appealing,  shall  be  punidied  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  said  court  martial. 

Art*  3&  Any  commissioned  ofl^eer,  store- 
keeper, or  commissary,  who  shall  be  convicted  at 
a  general  court  martial,  of  having  sold,  without  a 
proper  order  for  that  purpose,  embezzled,  misap- 
plied, or  wilfully,  or  throoigh  neglect^  suffered  ^ny 
of  the  provisions,  forage,  arms,  clothing,  ainmu- 
Hition,  or  other  mtfitary  stores,  belonging  to  the. 
United  States,  to  be  spoiled^  or  damaged,  shall,  at 
his  own  ielpeose,  make  good,  the  loas^  or  damage, 


and  shall  moreover,  forfeit  all  his  pay,  and  bedi»- 
missed  from  the  service. 

Art.  37.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  who  Bhaii  be  convipted,  at  a  regimental 
court  martial,  of  ha  vine  sold,  or  designed  It,  or 
through  neglect,  wasted  the  ammuniuon  delir- 
ered  out  to  him,  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discre- 
tion of  such  court. 

Art,  38«  Bvery  noa-commissioiied  officer  or 
soldier  Vho  shall  be  convicted,  before  «  court 
martial,  of  having  so)d,  lost,  or  spoiled,  through 
neglect,  his  horse,  aims,  clothes,  oraecootremenii^ 
shall  undergo  such  weekly  stoppages  (not  exceed- 
ing the  half  of  his  pay)  a«  such  court  martial  shall 
judge  sufficient,  for  repairing  the  loas  or  damage ; 
«od  shall  su0er  conAnement  or  such:  other  corpo- 
real punishment  as  his  crime  shall  deserve. 

Art,  39.  Every  officer  who  shall  be  convict- 
ed^ belfore  a  court  oiartial,  of  haviitf  emhcfzled,or 
misapplied  any  money,  with  which  he  may  have 
been  entrusted  for  the  payment  of  the  men  ander 
bis  command,  or  for  enbsting  men  into  the  sei^ 
vice,  or  for  other  purposes,  if  a  commissioned  offi- 
cer, shall  be  cashiered,  and  compelled  torefuad 
the  money  (.  if  a  non-commissioned  officer,  shall 
be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  be  put  under  stoppages 
until  the  money  be  made  good,  and  soffer  such 
corporeal  puniahment  as  tuch  court  martial  shall 
direct. 

Art.  40.  Every  captain  of  a  troop  or  compa- 
ny is  charged  with  tne  arms,  accoutrements^  am- 
munition, clothing^  or  other  wtrlike  stores  be- 
longing to  the  troop,  or  compaay  under  his  com- 
mand, which  he  in  to  be  accountable  for  to  his 
colonel,  ^1  case  of  their  being  lost,  qwiled,  or 
damaged,  not  by  unavoidable  accidents,  or  on  actml 
service. 

Art,  41.  All  lioa-commissioned  xifficeis  and 
i^oldiers,  who  shall,  be  found  one  mile  from  the 
camp,  without  leave,  in  writing,  from  their  com- 
manding officer,  shall  suffer  such  panttduneni  ms 
shall  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  sentenee  of  a 
court  martiaL 

ArL  42.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  oat  of 
his  quarters,  -^rrison,  or  camp,  without  leave 
from  his  superior  officer,  upon  penalty  of  beiag 
punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence, 
oy  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

ArL  43.  Every  non-commissioned  offieer  and 
soldier  shall  retire  to  his  quartecs  or  tent,  at  the 
bating  of  the  retreat^  in  default  of  which  lie 
shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
offence. 

Afi,  44.  No  officer,,  non-eommissioaed  offi- 
cer, or  soldier,  shall  fail  in  repairhig,  at  the  time 
fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade,  of  exercise,  or  other 
rendezvous,  appointed  by  his. commanding  officer, 
if  not  prevented  by  sickness,  or  some  other  evident 
necessity ;  or  shall  go  from  the  said  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, without  leave  from  his  commanding  offi- 
cer, before  he  shall  be  regularly  dismissed  or  re- 
lieved, on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  aecordiog 
to  the  nature  of  his  offence  by  ^e  sentence  of  a 
court  martial. , 

Art,  45.  Any  commissioned  officer  who  shall 
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be  found  drunk  on  hit  gaacd,party^or  other  datv, 
shall  be  cashiered.  Any  non^eommissioned  offi- 
cer or  soldier  so  ofiending,  shall  suffer  such  cor- 
poreal puni^ment  as  shall  be  inflicted  by  the 
sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art  46.  Any  seutinel  who  shall  be  found 
sleeoing  upon  his  poet,  or  shall  leave  it  before  he 
shall  be  regularlv  relieved,  shall  suffer  death,  or 
such  other  pjmisnment  as  shall  be  inflicted  by  the 
aentenee  ofa  court  naartial. 

ArL  47.  No  soldier  belonging^  to  apy  regi- 
ment, troop,  or  company,  shall  hire  another  to  do 
his  duty  tor  him,  or  be  excused  fron\,  duty,  but 
in  cases  of  sickness,  disability,  or  leave  of  absence  i 
and  every  such  soldier  found  guilty  of  hiring  his 
diity,  as  also  the  partv  so  hired  to  do  another's 
duty^  shall  be  punishea  at  the  discretioif  of  a  regi- 
meatal  oourt  martial. 

Ar^  48.  And  every  nou-conunissioned  'offi- 
cer conDiviag  at  sucA  hiring  of  duty  aforesaid, 
shall  be  reduced ;  «nd  every  commislsioued  officer, 
knowing  and  allowing  such  ill  practices  in  the 
8ervic&  shall  be  punished  by  the  judgment  of  a 
general  court  martial.    . 

Art.  49..  Any  officer  belonginf^  to  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  Whg^  by  discharging  of  fire 
armsi  drawing  of  Swords,  beating  of  drums,  or  by 
any  other  means  whatsoever,  sJmII  occiasion  false 
alarms  in  camp,  garrison^^  or  quarters,  shall  suffisr 
death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  or- 
dered by  the  sentence  of- a  general  court,  martial. 

Art*  60,  Any  officer  or  soldier,  Who  shaU, 
without  urgent  necessity,  or  without  the  leave  .of 
his  superior  officer,  quit  ois  guard,  platoon,  or  ii- 
▼ision^  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature 
of  hia  ofibnee,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial. 

Art,  51.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  vio- 
lence to  any  person  v^ei  brings  provisions  or  other 
neeeeparies  to  the  camp^  glirrison,  or  quarters,  of 
the  forces  of  the  United  Stales,  employed  in  any 
paru  out  of  the  said  States,  upon  pain  5f  death,  or 
aueh  other  punishment- as  a  court  martial  shall 
direct. 

Art.  58.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall 
ausbehave  himaelf  oefoke  the  eneqiy,  run  away, 
or  ffcamefuUy  abandon  any  fort,  post,  or  guard, 
which  be  or  they  majf  be  commanded  to  defend, 
or  sAcak  wocds  laduciug  others  to  do  the  like;  or 
shall  cast  away  his  arms  and  ammunition,  or  who 
aball  quit  his  post  or  colours  to  plunder  and  pil- 
lage^  ewtry  such  offender  being  dulv  convicted 
thereof}  ^all. suffer  death,  or  such  other  punish- 
ment aa  ahall  be  ordered  by  the;8entence.of  a  gen- 
eral court  martial*  / 

AfIL  53.  Any  pereon  belonffing'to  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  who  shaU  make  .known  the 
watch-word  to  anjr  persoa  who  is  not  entitled  to 
receive  it,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline 
of  war »  Qt  shall  presume  to  give  a  parole  pr  watch 
word,  different  frbm  what  he  received,  shall  suffer 
death,  or  such  other  punishment  a^  shall  be  or- 
dered by  the  sentence  ofa  general  oourt  martial. 

Art.  64.  All  officers  and-  soldiers  are  to  be- 
have themselves  orderly  in  quarters,  and  on  their 
march ;  and  whosoever  shall  commit  auy  waste 
or  spoil,  either  in  walks  of  trees,  parks,  warrens, 


fish  ponds,  houses,  or  gardens,  cornfields,  enclo- 
sures of  meadows,  or  shall  maliciously  destroy 
any.  property  whatsoever,  belonging  to  the  inhab- 
itants ot  the  United  States,. imless  by  order  of  the 
then  commander- iurohief  of  the  armies  of  the 
said  States,  shall  (besides  such  penalties  as  they 
are  liable  to  by  law)  be  punishea  according  to  the 
nature  and  degree  ojf  the  offence,  by  the  judgment 
ofa  regimental  or  general  court  martial. 

iirf.  55.  Whosoever^  belonging  to  the  armies 
of  the  United  States,  employed  m. foreign  .parts, 
shall  force  a  safe-guard,  shall  suffer  death. 
.  Art,  56.  Whosoever  shall  relieve  th^  enemv 
with  monev,  victuals,  or  ammunition,  or  shall 
knowingly  harbor  or  protect  an  enemy,  shall  suf* 
fer  death,  or  such  otner  punishment  as  shall  ba 
ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martiaL 

Art.  bl.  Whomever  shall  be  convicted  of 
holding  correspondence  withor  giving  intelligeiice 
to  the  enemy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  shall 
suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be 
qrdercd  by  the  sentence  ofa  court  martiaL 

Jrt .  58.  All  public  stores  taken  in  the  enemy's 
campj  towns,  forts,  or  magazines,  whether  of  ar« 
tillery.  ammunition,  clothing,  forage  or  provisions, 
shall  be  secured  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;  for  the  neglect  of  which  the  commanding 
officer  is  to  be  answerable. 

Art.  59.  If  any  commander  of  any  garrison, 
fortress,  or  post,  shall  be  compelled,  b«  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command,  to  give  op  to  the 
"enemy,  orlo  abandon  it,  the  commissioned  officers 
non-comiuissioned  officers,  or  soldiers,  who  slmM 
be  convicted  of  having  so  offended,  shall  soffiur 
deatht  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  in- 
flictea  upon  them  by  the  sentence  ofa  court-mar^' 
tial. 

Art.  60.  All  suttlers  and  retainers  to  the  camp^ 
and  all  persons  whauoever,  serving  with  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  States  in  the  fields  though  uot 
enlisted  soldiers,  are.to  be  subject  to  orders,  accords 
ing.to  nhe  rules  ai^d  discipline  of  war. 
..  Art,  61«  Officers  having  brevets,  or  commission^ 
of  a  prior  date  to  those  of  the  regiment  in  which 
they  serye,  may  take  place  in  court-martials  and 
on  detachments,  when  com  posed  of  different  corps, 
a(6c6rdinff  to  the  raok3ffiveB  themtn  their  bre- 
vets, or  dat<fs  of  their  former  commissioBs ;  but 
in  the  regiment,  troop,  or 'company,  to  which  such 
officers  belong,  theyr  shall  do  duty  and  take  rank, 
both  in  courts  martial  and  on  detachments,  which 
shall  be  composed  only  of  their  own  corps,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  commissions  by  whi<;h  they  are 
mustered  in  the  said  corps. 

Art. ,  62.  If  upon  marches,  guards,  or  in  quarters, 
different  corps  of  the  army  shall  happen  to  join, 
or  do  duty  together,  the  officer,  highest  in  rank  of 
the  Ime  of  the  army,  marine  .corps,  or  militia,  bv 
commission  there,  on  duty,  .or  id  quarters,  snail 
command  the  whole,' and  five  orders  for  >vhat  is 
needful  to  the  service,  unfefe  otherwise  specially 
directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cord iog  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 

Art.  63.  The  functions  of  the  engineers  being 
generally  confined  to  the  most  elevated  branch^ 
military  science,  they  are  not  to  assume,  nor  ase 
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they  subject  to  be  ordered  od  aoy  duty  befOMl  the 
liDe  of  their  immediate  wotessiti,  ezoept  by  the 
specialorderoftbe-P  resident  of  the  United  Scates; 
bat  they  are  to  receive  every  marJc  of  respect,  to 
which  their  rank  in  the  army  may  entitle  thera^ 
feqjectively,  and  are  liable  to  be  transferred,  at 
the  discreiion  of  the  President,  from  one  corps  to 
the  other,  r^rd  )mBg  paid  to  rank. 

Art.  64.  General  eouru  martial  may  consist  (^ 
any  number  of  commissioned  officers,  from  five  to 
thirteen,  inclusively,  bat  they  shall  not  consist,  of 
less  than  thirteen,  where  that  number <can  be  oan- 
yened,  without  maniie^  ^°l?nr  ^^  ^^^  service. 

Art.  ,65,  Any  general  officer  commanding' an 
army,  or  colonel  commanding  a  separate  depart- 
aaent,  may  appoint  geneml'courts  martial,  wneo- 
ever  neoessairy.  But  no  sentence  pf  a  court  mar^ 
tial  shall  be  carried  into  exeeution  until  after  the 
whole,  proceedings  shall  have  been  laid  before  the 
officers  ordenng  the  same,  or  the  officer  command- 
ing the  troops  for  the  time  being ;  neither  sh^) 
any  sentence  of  a  general  oourt'  martial,  in  time 
of  peace,  extending  to  the  loss  of  life,  or  the  dis- 
mission of  a  oommissioned  officer,  ot  which  shall, 
^ther  in  dme  of  peace  or  war,  respeet  a  fi^eneral 
officer,  be  carried  into  execation,  until  after  the 
whole  proceedings  shall  have  been  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  he  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  his  confirmation  or 
disapproval,  -and  osders,  in  the'  case.  All  other 
sentences  may  be  confirmed  and  execnted  by  the 
aiicer  ordering  the  court  to  assemble,  or  the  com- 
manding officer^  fof  the  tif|:ie  being,  as  the  case 
may  be, 

^  Art,  ^,  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment, 
or  corps,  sMiy  appoint,  for  his  owoi  regiment,  or 
corps,  courts  martial,  to  consist  of  three  commis- 
sioned officM^  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  of- 
ftaciesiiot  capital^  aod>  decide  upen  their  sentenees. 
For  the-same  purpose,  all  ofifcers,  eommandfhg 
any  of  the  garrisons,  forts,  barracks,  or  other  places, 
where  the  troops  consist  -  of  dififerent  corps,  may 
assemble  courts  martial,  to  consist  of  three  com- 
missioned offieeni,aaddeeide  upon  their  sentences. 

Art.  67.  No  garrison  orregiflsental  coart  martial 
•hall  bav«  the  power  to  trv  oapfhai  cases,  or  com- 
missioBed  oncers;  neitlier  shall  tiiey  inflict  a  fine 
exceedtng  one  noun's  pay,  nor  imprison,  oor  put 
to  -hard  iaboTj  any  iMW««omniissioaed  officer  or  sol- 
dier, for  a  iMjrer.tiitfe  than  one  month. 

Art,  68.  Whenever  it  may  be  found  convenient 
and  aetessaryfo  the  pablic  service,  the  officers  of 
the  marines  raall  be  associated  with  the  officers  of 
the  land  forces,  for  the  purpose  of  holding' courts 
Aaftial  and  trying  oSenders  belonging  to  either ; 
and  in  such -eases  the  orders  of  t^ie  senior  officer 
of  eitiier  cQrps,  who^ may  be  present  and  duly  au- 
thorized, shall  be  received  and  obeyed. 

Art.  69.  The  judge  adrocate,  or  some  person 
^deputed  by  him,  or  by  the^general  or  officer  oom- 
mandiog  the  army,  detaohnient,  or  gartkon,  shall 
prosecute  in  the  name  of  th,e  United  Stat^  but 
shall  so  far  consider  himsdf  as  counsel  for  the 
srisoner,  aflter  the  said  prisoner  shull  have  made 
his  plea-)  as  to  object  to  any  leading  question  to 
any  of  the  witnesses^^r  any  question  to  th<  pris- 


oner, the  answer  to  wJndb  might  tend  to  etinuaaie 
himself;'  and  admimster  to  each  member  of  the 
court,  .before  they  psocefd  upoh  asy  trial,  the  fol- 
lowiaff  oath,  which  shall al8oi>e  taken  bf  all  mem- 
bers of  the  n^mental  andgarrisoo  courts  martial: 

^  You,  A.  B,  do  swear  that  yon  will  well  and 
truly  try  and  determine,  aoconhnc  to  eridenee,  the 
matter  now  befi^re  yoo^  between  the  United  Stales 
of  AmeriBa^  and  the  prisoner  to  he  tried  ;  and  that 
you  will  duly  administer  iusticcy  acconting  to  ths 
provisions  of  'An  act  estal>ushlD9  rules  aad  articies 
for  the  goremment. af  the  armies  of  the  Unitsi 
States,'^  withoot  partiaUty,  faioi,  or  affiacdoa;  and 
if  any  doubt  shall  arise,  not  explaiaed  by  aaid  ap- 
tiele^  acoor4iBg^  to  yoar  eonsciance,  the  best  of 
3rour  tmderstaiming,  and  the  ans&aai  of  war  m  like 
cases:  aad  yon  4o  further  swear,  that  yon  will 
not  divulee  the  sentence  of  the  aaart«»til  it  shall 
be  publisbecT  by  the  pfoper  aathoijty  :  neither  will 
you  disclose  eir  discover  the  vote  or  opinion  of  any 
particalar  member  of  the  court  martmi,  mkss  re- 
quirad  to  gira  evidence  tfaarieof  as  a  witness,  by  a 
court  of  justice,  iita  due  coarse  of  law.  So  help 
you  God." 

And  as  soon  a/^  the  said  oatk^shaH  hare  been 
administered  to  the  resaecti  ve  iMnberi^  the  Piesi- 
dent  of  the  court  shall  admtniaier  m  the  jadjge 
advocate,  or  penion  officiating  as  Hch|  aa  oath  in 
the  following  words:  ^       .    .• 

<* You,  A»  B..  dd  s^fHur^thft  joa  will  not  du- 
closear  discover  the-vate  or  cqphnon  af  any  pav* 
ticuiar  member  of  the  oourt  martial,  onless  re- 
quired to  give  evidence  thereof  as  a  wifors,  by  a 
court  of  justice  in  Jue  course  of  law;  nor  diva^a 
the  sentence  of  the  court,  to  any  hut  proper  an* 
thoritf,  uatil  it  shall  be  iMy  disclosed  by  the  saaie. 
So  help  you  God."    . 

Art.  70.  When  a  nrisoacr  anaigoed  before  a 
geneml  «0urt  martiai  shalt^^rom  ahsiiBaey  -aad 
deliberate  desian,  stind  mute  or  answer  fbrmgata 
the  puiEpo«e,  the  court  may  proceed  to  tisal  aad 
judgment  iia  if  the  ^^prisoiier  aad  icfpularif  plead- 
ed not  guilty. 

Art.n.  WhciL  a.  member  shall  be  ehaUenBed 
by  a  prisoner^  he  mast  state  lus  oaaae  of  cfaaUcagc^ 
M  whidi  the'  court  shall,  alter  due  detihentioB, 
determine  the  relavaiKiy  or  validi^,  aad  decide 
hecoedingly;  andaochailengftto  aaore  thaaoaa 
member  atatiineshdl  bateoeived  by  tke  eaart. 

Att.  73.  AH  the  members  ^f  the  -  court  naar- 
tial  are  to  behave  with  decency  and  calmnesa; 
and  in  giving  their  votes,  are  to  begin  witk  tka 
yoitngeet  in  comoiisaiQii. 

Art.  73.  All  persons  who  give  evideate  be- 
lore  a  court  martial;  are  to  ha  examined  oa  oath 
or  affirmation,  in  the  fottowiajg  (i>rm: 

*^ You. swear  or  affirm^as  the  case  may  he,  the 
evidence  you  shall  give  in  the  causa  now  ia  hesu'- 
iagf  shall  be*the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  aotb:- 
ing  but  the  truth.    So  h^lp  you  God." 

Art^  74.  On  the  tr^ds  of  eases  not  capital, 
the. deposition  of  witnesses  hot  in  the  line  or  staff 
of  the  army,  may  be' taken  before  some  justice-  of 
the  peace,  and  read  m  evidence:  Provided^  the 
prosecutor  and  the  person  accused  are  present  mx 
the  taking  the  same^  er  are  duly  notiilod  thcseot 


1249 


APPENDIX. 


1250 


FMie  AxUcf  Congren. 


Art.  m  No  officer  sbull  be  tried  bat  by  a 
general  court  tnartilil,  nor  by  officers  of  an  inferior 
rank,  if  it  can  be  avoided:  nor  shall  any  proceed- 
ings or  trials  be  carried  on  excepting  between  the 
hoors  of  eight  in  the  morning,  and  three  in  the 
afternoon,  excepting  in  eases,  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  officer  ^appointing  the  .court  martial; 
require  immediate  exapiple. 

Art  '76.  No  p^on  whatever  shall  use  any 
menacing  words,  signs,  or  gestures^  in  presence  of 
a  conn  martial,  or  snail  cause  any  disordjor  or 
riot,  or  disturb  their  proceedings^  on  the  penalty 
of  being  punbhed/at  the  discretion  of  the  said 
coon  marhaL- 

An.  77.  Whenerer  any  officer  shall  be  charg- 
ed with  a  crime,  he'shalPbe  arrested  and'confined 
ia  his  barracks,  quarters,  ofteni,  and  deprived  of  hts 
aword.  by>th^  cottimanding  officer.  'And  any  offi- 
cer who  shall  leare  hi»  conftnement  before  he' 
shall  be  set*  at  liberty  by  hi?  coqsmanding  officer, 
or  by  a  superior  officer,  shall  be  Cashiered. 

Art.  78.  NoUHiommissionM  officers  and  sol- 
diers, charged  with  crimes,  shall  be  confined,  tititil 
tried  by  a  cpuit  martial,  or.  released  by  proper 
authorify. 

Art. '79.  fio  officer*^ or  soldier,  'vi^io  shall  be 
put  in  arrest,  shall  continue  in  confinement  more 
than  jsight  nays,  or  until  8ue)r  time  as  a  court 
martial  can  be  assembled. 

Art.  80.  No  officer  coramiinding  a  guard,  or 
proroit  marshal,  shall  refuse-to  receive  or  keep 
any  prisoner  committed  to  his  charge,  bj^an  offi- 
cer belonging  to  the  forces  of  the  United  States: 
JPr&frid^  the  officer  committing,  shall,  at  the 
same  time,  deliveran  account  in  writing,  signed 
by  himaelf,  of  the  crime '  with  which  tne  said 
priaooer  is  cbarg^. 

Art.  81.  No  officer  commanding  a  gtiard,  or 
proToat-marshAl^  shall  presume  to  release  any 
pecaon  committed  to  his  charge,  without  proper 
authority  for  so  doing,  nor  shall  he  suffer  any 
persoirto  escape,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punished 
for  it  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial, 

Art,  SA.  Bverjr  officer  or  povost  marshal,  to 
wfaoeecliar^  prisoners  shall  i>e  committed,  jhall, 
withiir  twenty-four  hours  after  such  cdmmitment,' 
or  aa  aoon  as  he  shall  be  relieved  from  bis  guard; 
make  report  in  writing,  to  the  commanding  oificer, 
of  their  names;,  their  crimes,  and  the  names  of  the' 
offieera  who  committed  thenii,  on  the  penalty  of 
being  punished  for  di^bedience  or  neglect,  at  the 
diaereri&B  of  a  court  martial^ 

Art.  .8^  Any  oommissiootd  officer  convicted 
before  a  g[eneral  court  martialof  conduct  unbe- 
coming an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  shall  be  dis- 
miaaed  the  service. 

Art,  84.  In  cases  where  a  court 'martial  may 
think  it  proper  to  sentence  a  commissioned  officer 
to  be  aosp^ded  fVpm  command,  they  shiall  have 
power  alao  to'  suspend  his  pay  and  emolncnents 
for  the  same  time,  according  to  the  nature  and 
heiDotianeas  of  the  offience. 

Art*  85./ In  all  cases  where  a  commissioned 

offieer  ia  cashiered  for  cowardice  or  fraud,  it  shall 

be  added  in  the  sentence,  that  the  crime,  name^. 

and  plaee  of  abode  and  punishment  of  the  deiin- 
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qoeat,  be  published  in  the  newspapers  in  aiid 
about  the  camp,  and  of  the  particular  State  from 
^ich  the  offender  came,  or  where  he  usually 
rendes,^  after  which,  it  shall  be  deemed  scanda^ 
Ipus  focaji  officer  to  associate  with  him. 

Art.  86.  The  commanding  officer  of  any  post 
oi*  detachment,  in  which  there  shall  not  be  a  num- 
.her  of  officers  adeq^nate  to  forid  a  general  court 
martial,  shail^  in  cases  which  require  the  cogni* 
zance  of  such  a  court  report  to  the  Commaindtn^ 
officer  of  the  department,  who  shall  order  a  court 
to  be  assemUed  at  the  nearest  poet  or  detachment| 
and  the  party  accused,  with  necessary  witneases,  to 
be  transported  to  the  place  where  the  said  court 
shall  be  assembled.. 

4rt.  87.  No  person  shall  be  sentenced  to  stifier 
death,  but  by  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of 
the  members  of  r  ffeneral  court  martial,  nor  ez^ 
cept  in  the  case*  herein  expressly  mentioned  $ 
nor  shall  more  than,  fifty  lasnes  be  inflicted  oil 
toy  offenderj  at  the  discretion  of  a  court  martial  $ 
and  no  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  soldier, 
or  follower  or  the  army,  shall  be  tried  a  second 
time  lor  the  same  offence. 

Art.  88;  No  person  shall  Jbe  liable  to  be  tried 
and  punished  bv  a  general  court  martial  for  any 
offence  which  shall  appear  to  have  been  coinmit*- 
ted  more  than  two  years  before  the  issuing  of  the 
order  for  such  trial,  unless  the  person^  by  reason 
of  having  absented  himself  or  some  other  manifest 
imrpediment,  shall  not  have  been  amenable  to  jn»' 
ti^e  within  that  period. 

Art.  89.  Every  officer  authorized  to  order  a  gen^ 
eral  court  martial,  shall  have  pohver  to  pardon  oif 
mictgate  .any  pun^hmedt  ordered  by  such  courts 
eitcept  the  sentence  of  detth,  or  of  cashiiering  aa 
officer;  .which,  in  the  cases  where  he  h^s  autnor- 
ity  (by  article  65)  to^  carry  them  into  execution, 
he  may  suspend,  until  the  pleasure  of  th/s  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  can  be  known ;  which 
suspension,  t(^ther  with  copies  of  the  proceed- 
ings of-the  court  martial,  the  said  offieer  shalF  im- 
mediately transmit  to  tne  President,  for  his  de- 
termtaaoon.  And  the  colonel  or  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment  or  garrison,  where  any  re- 
gimental or  garrison'  court  martial  shall  be  neld. 
may  pardon  or  miti|(ate  any  punishment  ordered 
by  such  eourrto  be  mflicted. 

Artt  90.  Bvery  judge  advocate,  or  person  officiate 
ing«ssuch,atany  jreneral  courtmartial,  shall  trana- 
mitj  with  as  much  expedition  as  the  oi^rtunitj 
of  time  and  distanoe  of  place  can  admit,  the  origi- 
nal proceedings  and  sentence  of  such  court  mar- 
tial, to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  said  original 
proceedings  and  sentence  shall  be  carefully  Itept 
and  preserved  in  the  office  of  said  Secretary,  to 
the  end  that  the  persons  entitled  thereto  may  be 
enabled,  upon  application  to  the  said  office,  to  ob- 
tain copies  thereof. 

The  party  tried  by  any  general  court  martial, 
shall,  upondemand  thereof  made  by  himself  or  by 
any  person  or  persons  in  his  behalf,  be  entitled  to 
a  copy  of  the  sentence  and  proceedings  of  such 
court  martial. 

Art.  91.  In  cases  where  the  general  or  com- 
manding officer  may  order  a  court  of  inquiry  to 
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exaipioe  ioto  the  nature  of  any  tra9sact,k)D,  ac- 
cusatioD,  or  imputation  agaiost  any  officer  or 
soldier,  the  said  court  shall  coDsist  of  one  or^ 
iBore  officers,  not  ezceediog  three^  aDd  a  judge 
advocate,  or  otjier  suitable  person  as  a>ecoFder5 
to  reduce  the  proceed! ogs  and  evidence  to  writing, 
all  of  whom  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duty.  This  court  shall  have  the 
same  power  to  summon  witnesses  as  a  court  mar- 
tial, and'to  examine  them  on  oath.  But  they  shall 
Aot  give  their  opinion  t>n  the  meriis  of  the  case, 
excepting  they  shall  bfe  thereto  specially  required. 
The' parties  accused  shall  «l80  be  permitted  to 
cross  examine  and  interrogate  the  witnesses,  so  as 
to  investigate  fully  the  circumstances  in.queatioD* 

Art.  92.  The*  proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiry 
must  be  authenticated  by  the  signattire  of  thelre- 
corder  and  the  president.^  and  delivered  to  the 
commaodiBg  officer;  anif  the- said  proceedings 
may  he  admitted  as  evidence  by  a  cot/rt  martial, 
in  cases  not  capital,  or  extending  to  the  dismission 
of  an  officer,  provided  that  the  circumstances  are 
such  that  oral  testimony  cannot  be  obtained.  But 
as  courts  of  inquiry  may  be  perverted,  to  dishonors- 
able  purposes,  and  may  be  considered  as  Engines 
of  destruction  to  military  merit,  in  the  hands  of 
weak  and  envious. commandants,  they  are  hereby 
prohibited,  unless  directed  by  the  Psesident  ofthe 
United  States,  or  demanded  by  the  accused. 

Art,  93.  The  >Qdge, advocate.  Or  recorder  shall 
administer  to  the  menU)ers  the  following  oath: 

''You  shall  well  and  truly  examine  and  inquire, 
according  to  your  evidence^  into  the  matter -now 
before  you,  without  partiality,  fayor,  affection;  pr(»* 
judice,  or  hope  of  reward:  So  help  you  Gk>d.'' 

After  which  the  president  shall  administer  to 
the*  judge  advocate^,  or  recorder,  the  following 
oath : 

^*Ypu,  A.  B..-  do  swear  that  you  will,  according 
to  your  besjt  abilities,  accurately  and  impaniaUy 
record  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  and  the  evi-. 
dence  to  be  given  in  the  case  in  hearing:  ^So  help 
you  God." 

The  Witnesses  shall  take  the  same  oath  as  wit« 
nesses  sworn  before  a  4%oart  martial.         • 

Art,  94.  Wheh  any  commissioned  officer  shaU 
die  or  be  kiUed  in  the«ervice  of  the  UnitedBt$tes, 
the  mkjor  of  the  re^iipent,  or  the  officer  doing  the 
major's  duty  in  his  absence^  or  in  any"  post  ax 
garrison,  the  second  officer  in  command,  or  the 
assistant  military  agent^shall  immediately  secure 
ail  his  effects  or  equipage,>Th«n  in  camp  or  qctar- 
ters.  and^  shall  make  an  inventory  thereof,  and 
forthwith  transmit  the  same  to  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  War,  to  the  end  that  his  executors 
or  administrators  may  receive  the  same. 

Aft.  95.  When  any  non-comtaissioned  officer, 
or  soldier,  shall  die,  or  be  killed,  in  the  service  ot 
the  United  States,  the  then  commanding  office 
of  the  troop)  or  companVfshal^  in  the  presence  of 
two  other  commissioned  officers,  take  an  account 
of  what  effects  he.  died  pOMessed  of.  above  his 
arms  and  accouO-ements,  and  transmit  the  same 
to  the  office  of  the  Department  of  War;  which 
said  effects  ^re  to  be  accounted  for,  and^  paid  to 
fhe  representatives  of  such  deceased  non-conuaia- 


sioned  officer  or  soldier.  And  in  case  any  of  the 
officers,  so  autHorizedto  take  care  of  the  effects  of 
deceased  officers  and  soldiers,  should,  before  they 
ha vte  accounted  to  their  representatives,  for  the 
same,  have -occasion  to  l^ave  the  regiment  or  post, 
by  preferment,  or  otherwise,  they  shall,  before  they 
be  peruMtted  to  quit  the  same,  deposit  iq:  the  hands 
of  the  command  i  og  officer,  or  of  the  assistant  mili- 
tary aflent,  aQ  the-  effects  of  snch  deceased  non- 
commissioned officers  and  soldiers,  in  ordc^r  that 
the  same  may  be  secured  /or,  and  paid  to,  their  re- 
spective representatives. 

Art.  .96.  All  officers,  condaclors,  ^o&nen,  mat- 
rosses,  drivers,  or  other  persons  whatsoever,  receir- 
iD^pay*  or  hire,  in  the  .iTervice  of  the  artillerv,  or 
corps  or  engineers  of  4he  United  States,  iihaU  be 
governed  ty  the  aforesaid  rules,  and  articles,  and 
shiill  be  subject,  to  be  tried  by  courts  manial,  in 
like  Qiantier  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
other  troops  in  the  service  of  tha  United  States. 

Art.  97.  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  anv  troops, 
whether  militia  or  others,  bainc  muktered  and  in 
pay  of  the  United  States,  shall,  at  all. times  and 
VOL  all  places,  when  joined,  or  acting,  in  conjuae- 
tion  wi(h  the  regular  forces  of  the  United  States, 
be  governed  bv  these  rules  and'Sirtieles  of  war, 
and  shall  be  sufgect  to  be  tried  by  eoarfs  niartial, 
in^  lil^e  manner  with  the  officers  aad  soldiers  in 
the  regular  forces,  save  onljr  that  such  eoarts  mar- 
tial shall  be  composed  entirely  of  miUtta  o&cars. 
"Art.  98.  All  officers,  «e(ring  by  comiius6io& 
from  the  authority  of  any  particular  State,  shall, 
on  fU  detachinents, courts  martial,. or  other  duty, 
wherein'^ th.ey  may  ^  ei^ployed  in  eonjonction 
with  the  rqffttlar  forces  of  the  United  States,  take 
rank  nexts  after  all  officers  of  the  like  grade  ia 
said  regular  forces,  notwithstanding  the  comviis- 
sions  of  such  milttia  or  State  ofliceia  may  be  older 
than  the  commissions  of  th^  officer*  of  the  icgn- 
lar  fpTces  of  the  United  States.        / 

Art.  99.  Allcrimes  not  capital,  and  all  diflorden 
and  neglects  whiqh  officei^  and  soldiers  may  be 
guilty  of,  io  the  prejudio<^  of  good  order  and  mil- 
itary discipline,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going articles  of  war^  are  4o.  be  taken  cognizaaee 
^of  b^  a  general  or  regimental  court  manial,  ae- 
isordmg.to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  ofienee, 
and  be  punished  at  their  discretion. 

AH.  100.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  haye  power  to  prescribe  the  aAifiurm  oC 
the  army.     '^ 

Art.  1Q|.  The  fore^iag  articles  mie  td  be  read 
and  published  once  in  every  six  months,  io  erery 
garrison,  regiment,  troop,  o^  company*  mosiered 
or  to  be  mustered  in  the.  service  of  the  .United 
States,  and  are  to  be  duly  observed  and  obeyed 
by  all  pfficers  and  soldiers  who  are,  or  skaU  be  ia 
said  service. 

SsG.  2.  And  he  U  Juriher  emtctetL  That,  in 
time  oi  war,  all  persons  not  eitizens  o^  or  owing 
aUegianee  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who 
shall  be  found  lurking  as  spies,  in  or  about  the 
fortifications  or  encampmc^nts  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  them,  shall  suffer  death, 
according  to  the  law  and  nsa^ e  of  nations,  by  i 
tence  of  a  general  «oart  martial. 
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Sbo.  3.  And  be  d  Jkrlker  enacted^  That  the 
rales  and  regulatioDs,  by  whteh.the  armies  of  the 
United  States  hvr^  heretofore  been  governed,  and 
the  resolTes  ol  Congrpss  thereoBtaannezed*  and  re- 
specting the  same,  shall  henceforth  be  yoid  and  of 
BO  effect,  except  so  fair  as  may  relate-to  any  trans- 
actions under  them,  prior  to  the-  promolgaiion  of 
this  act;  at  the  sereral  posts  and  garrisons,  respect- 
iTcly,  occapied  by  any  part  of*  the  army  of  the 
United  States. 

Approred,  April  10, 180& 


An  Act  relating  to  bonds  given  by  Mamhds. 

Be. it  enacted^ _^^  ThtLt  the  bond  heretofore 
given,  or  which  may  hereafter.be  given,  by  the 
marshal  of  any  district,  for  the  faithful  ^rform- 
aoco  of  the  duties  of  his  office^  shall  be  nled  and 
recorded  in  the  office  ot  the  tlerk  of  the  district 
court,  or  circuit  court,  sitting  within  the  distriot 
for  which  such  marshal  shallhave  been  appointed, 
and  copies  thereof,  certified  by  the  clerJt,  under 
the  seal  of  the  said  court,  shall  be  competent  evi- 
dence in  any  court  of  justice.  ^ 

Sec*  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  in  case  of  the  breach  of  the  condition 
of  any  such  bond,  for  any  person,  persooS}  or  body 
politic,  thereby  injured,  to  institute  a  suit  upon 
such  bond,  in  the  name  and  for  the  sole  use  of  such 
party,  and  thereupon  to  recover  such  damages, 
as  shall  be  lepiliy  assessed,  with  costs  of  suit ;  for 
which  execution  may  issue  for  such  party  in  due 
form ;  and  in  case  such  party  shall  fail  ^o  recover 
in  the  suit^  judgment  shall  be  rendered  and  execu- 
tion may  issue  for  cost  in  favor  of  the  defendant 
or  defendants,  against  the  party  who  shall  have  in- 
stituted the  suit ;  iwd  the  United  States  shall  in 
no  case  be  liable  for  the  same. 

Sfic.  3.  Aud  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  bonds  shall,  after  any  judgment,  or  judg- 
melite  rendered  thereon,  remain  as  a  security,-  for 
the  benefit  of  any  person,  persons,  or  body  politic, 
injured  by  breach  of  the  condition  of  th&  same, 
until  the  whole  penalty  shall  have  been  recov- 
ered >  and  the  prbceedings  shall  be  always  in  the 
same  manner,  and  as  hereinbefore  directed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
suits  on  marshals^  bonds,  if  the  right  or  action  has 
already  accrued,  shall  be  commenced  and  prose- 
cuted, within  three  years  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  iBiad  not  afterwards.  And  all  such  suits, 
ia  case  the  right  of  action  shall  accrue. hereafter, 
shall  be  commenced  and  prosecuted  wi.tbin  six 
years  after  the  said  right  ot  action  shall  have  ac- 
crued;  and  not  afterwards ;  saving,  nevertheless, 
'  the  rights  of  infants,  feme  ooverie^  and  persons 
non  campoe  m^is,  so  that  they  sue  within  three 
years  after  their  disabilities  are  removed. 
Approved,  April  10, 1806. 

An  Act  regulating  the  corrency  of  foioign  coins  in 
(he  United  States. 
Be  it  enacted^  fc.,  That,  from  and  after  the  pasr 
sage  of  this  act,  mreiga  gold  and  silver  coins  snail 
pass  current  as  money  wKhtn  the  United  States, 
and  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  all 


debts  and  demands;  at  the  several,  and  respective 
rates  followiii^,  and  not  otherwise,  yiz : 

The  gold  coins  of  Qreat  Britain  and  Portugal,  of 
their  present  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundrdl 
cents  for  every  twenty-seven  grains  of  the  actuiil 
weight  thereof ;  the  gold  coins  of  France,  Spain, 
and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  their  present 
staiidard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hnn^;^  cenu  for 
every  twenty-seven  ^^libb  and  two-fifths  of.  a 
grain,  of  the  actnld  weight  thereof.  >  Spanish  mill- 
ed dollars,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  6ents  for 
each,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall  not  be  less 
than  serenteen  pennyweights  and  seven  graiaS| 
and  in  proportion  for  Ine  parts  of  a  dollar.  Growtts 
of  France  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  cents, 
for  each  crown,  the  actual,  weight  whereof  shall 
not  be  leu  than  %ighte^en  pennyweights  and  sev- 
enteen grains,  and  In  proportion  for  the  parts  of 
a  cro  wfa.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the  foreign  gold 
and  silver  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be 
had  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  at  least  once 
in  every  year,  and'  to  make  report  of  the  resalts 
thereof  to  Congress,  fot  the  purpose  of  ^aablin|f 
them  to  make  such  alterations  in  this  act,  as  may 
become  requisite,  from  the  real  standard  value  of 
such  foreign  coins.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
^he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assaysof  for- 
eign gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  description  made 
cnrrent  by  this  act,  which  shall  issue  subsequently 
to  the  passage  of  this,  act,  and  shall  circulate  in 
the  United  States,  at  the  Mint  afc^resaid,  at  least 
dtkee  in  every  year,  and  to  make  report  of  the  re- 
solt  thereof  to.  Congress^,  for  the  purpose  of  ena- 
bling Congress  to  make  soch  coins  current,  if 
'they  fihall  deem  the  same  to  be  proper,  at  their 
real  standard  Value.    - 

Sgc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
first  section  of  4he  ftct,  entitled  **  An  act  regula- 
ting foreign  coins  and  for  other  purposes,"  patoed* 
the  ninth  day  of  Februaty,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  be,  and  the  same  here- 
by is,  repealed.  And  the  operation  of  the  second 
section  of  the  same  act  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
suspended  for  and  during  the  space  of  three  years 
from  the  passage  of  this*  act. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 

An  Act  to  legulate  and  fix  the  compenaatient  of  the 
officers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives.- 

Be  it  enacts,  fe.,  That  the  officers  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives,  hereinafter 
mentioned,  sbftU  be.  and  hereby  are,  entitled  to 
receive,  in  lieu  of  tneir  compensations  filed  by 
la^v,  the  following  sums,  that  is  to  say,  the  Secre- 
tary <of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  two  thousand  dollars  each ;  th^ir 
principal  ckrks,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dol- 
lars each ;  and  each  of  their  engrossing  clerks, 
one  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

8£c.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  th« 
Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  who  also  per- 
forms the  duty  of  a  doorkeeper,  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  and  the  Doorkeeper  oi  the  Hoqa^  of  ^ep^ 
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them  from  office ;  appoint  another,  or  others  in 
their  place,  as  often  as  they'sbaH  think  fit;  to 
make^  ordain,  establish,  and  execute,  sach  by-laws 
and  ordinances,  of  a  secular  nature,  as  may  be 
deemed  useful  for  their  own  government,  and  the 
same  to  alter,  amend,  or  abrogate,  at  pleasti?^;  to 
fill  up  vacancies  that  m^y  happen  in  their  num- 
ber, Mtween  two  annual  elections;  and  to  deter- 
mine upon,  do,  and  transact  all  business,  and  mat- 
ters appertaining  to  the  said  corporatioh,  and  to 
the  secular  affairs  ofs^id  congregation,  agreeaMe 
to  the  rules,  ordinances  and  by-kws  thereof,  dur- 
ing their  continuance  in  office-c  Provided^  That 
not  less  than  five  trustees  be  a  quorum  to  do  hxh 
ainess ;  that  no  by4aw,  rule,  or  ordinance,  shall 
be  made,  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  District. 

Sec  5.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  an  annual  meeting  qf  the  .members  be- 
longing to  said  congregation,  held  on  the  ^nt 
Tuesday  of  April,  in  every  year  hereafter,  at  the 
chureh-'or  usual  place  of  public  worship,  at  which 
time  and  place  the  said  members,  or  suck  of  them 
as  may  b»  present^  shall  elect  ^nd  choose,  by  bal- 
lot, from  their  own  number,  nine  trustees,  to  serve 
fbr  the  year  ensuing  their  election,  and  nntil  others 
•ball  be  elected  or  appointed  to  serve  in  their 
place.- 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted;  That  the 
trustees  shall  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  in  suitable 
books  for  the  purpose,  just  and  proper  entries  of 
all  the  proceedings  and  accounts  .of  said  congre- 
gation* and  corporation,  and  have  them  iahi  be- 
fore the  members  at  every  annual  mating,  previ- 
ous to  taking  the  votes<,  and  sh^ll  always  deliver 
the  said  books,  together  with  all  the  property  ojf 
said  congregation  and  corporation,  in  good  order,' 
to  their  successors  in  office,  whenever,  required 

Approved  Match  26, 1806. 


An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congtem  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  Soutl^  Carolina,  passed  on  the  twenty^ 
first  day  of  De<^mber,  In  the  .year  one  thousand  eight 

,  hundred  ai^d  four,  so  far  as  the  same  xelates  to  au- 
thorizing the  Xyity  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose 
and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from 
foreign  ports. 

Be- it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  consent  of  Con- 

Sess  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  granted  and  declared  to 
e  operation  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  passed  the  twen- 
ty-first day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousan.d  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  City  Council  of  Charles- 
ton, with  the  consent  of  Congress,  to  inippse  and 
levy  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels, 
for  the  purposes  therein  meationed."  ^  far  as  the 
same  extends  to  authorizing  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston  to  impose  and  levy  a  duty  not  exceed- 
ing six  cents  p^r  ton,  on  all  ships  and  v^sels  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  arrive  and  been-' 
tered  in  the  port  of  Charl^ton  from-any  foreign 
port  or  place  whatever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
collector  of  Charleston  is  hereby  authorized  to 
collect  the  duty  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to  pay 


the  same  to  such  .persona  as  shall  be  authorized 
to  receive  the  same  by  the  City  Council  of 
Clfarleston. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  itfurthpr  enrcted^  That  this 
act  shall  te  id  force  for  three  years,  and  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress 
thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  2Sf  1806. 

An  Act  to  regulate^  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 

firom  Cumberland,  in  the  Sute  of  Maryland,  to  the 

State  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autfaorized  to 
appoint,  by  and  wi.th  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  three  discreet  and  disinterested  ciu- 
zf  ns  of  the  United  States,  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
Cumberland,  or  a  point,  on  the  northern  bank  of 
the  river  Potomac,  m  the  State  of  Maryland,  be- 
tween Cumherland  and  the  place  where 'the  main 
road  leading  from  Gwinn's  to  Winchester,  in  Yii- 
gii^ia,  crosses  the  river,  to  the  State  of  Ohio; 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after 
their  appointment,  to  repair  to  Cumberland,  afore- 
said, and  view  the  ground,  from  the  points  on 
the  river  Potomac,  hereinbetore  designated,  to  the 
river  Ohio;  and  to  lay  oqt  in  such  direction  as 
they  shall  judge,  unqer'  all  circumstances,  the 
most  proper,  a  road  from  thence  to  the  river 
Oliio,  to  strike  the  same  at  the  most  convenient 
ptlace,  between  a  point  on  its  eastern  bank,  oppo- 
site to  .the  northern  boundary  of  Steuben  ville, 
in  said.  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  mouth  of  Grave 
creek,  which  empties  into  the  s^id  river  a  little 
below  Wheeling^  in  Virginia^ 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
aforesaid  road  shall  belaid  out  four  rods  in  width, 
and  designated  on  each,  side  bv  a  plain  and  distin- 
guisfhable  mark  on  a  tree,  or  bv  the  erection  of  a 
stake  or  monument,  sufficiently  conspicuous,  in 
every  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  distance,  at  least, 
where  the  road  pursues  a  straight  course  so  fiir  or 
farther,  add  on  each  side,  at  every  point  where  an 
angle  occurs  in  it;^  course. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
commission'efs  shall,  as-  soon  as  may  be,  after 
they  4iad  laid  out  said  road,  aa  aforesaid,  present 
to  the  President  an  accurate  plan  of  the  same, 
with  itJt  several  courses  and  distances,  accompa- 
nied by  a  written  report  of^  their  proceedings,  de- 
scribi:ng  the  marks  and  monuments'by  which  the 
road  is  designated,  and  the'  face  of  the  country- 
over  which  it  parses,  and  noin  ting  out  the  partiea- 
lar  parts,  which  they  shall  judge  require  the  most 
and  immediate  attention  and  amelioration;  and 
the  probable  expense  of  making  the  saime  pass- 
able in  the  most  difficult  parts,  and  through  the 
whole  distance :  designating  the  State  or  States 
through  which  said  road  has  been  laid  out,  and 
the  length  of  the  several  parts  which  are  laid  out 
on  new  ground,  as  well  as  the  length  of  those 
parts  laid  out  on  the  road  now  travelled.  Which 
report  the  President  i9  hereby  authorized  to  ac- 
cept or  reject,  in  the  whole,  oc  in  part.  If  he  ac- 
cepts, he  is  hereby  farther  authorised  and  requesti- 
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ed  to  pursue  such  measures,  as  in  his  iipinipn 
shall  be' proper,  to  obtaiil  consent  for  making  the 
road  of  the  State  or  States,  through  which  the 
same  has  been,  laid  out  Which  consent  being 
obtained,  he-is  further  authorized  to  take  prompt 
and  effectual  measures  to  caiuse  said  road .  to  be 
made  through  the  whole  distance,  or  in  any  part 
or  parts  of  the  same  as  he  shall  judgfe  moat  con- 
ducive to  the  public  good,  havipg  referende  to 
the  sum  appropriated  lor  the  pnrj^ose. 

Sfic.  4.  And  be  U  fiarther  enacted,  That  all 
parts  of  the  road  which  the  President  ^all  direct 
to  be  made,  in  case,  the  trees  are  standing,  shall 
be  cleared  the  whole  width  of  four  rods;  and  the 
road  shall  be  .raised  in  the  middle  of  the  carriage- 
way with  stone,  earth,  or  gravel  ^nd  san.d,or  a 
combination  of  some  or  all  of  them,  leavjing  or 
maki  o^,  as  the  case  may  b^,  a  ditch  or  water  course 
on  each  side,  and  contiguous  to  said  carriage-way; 
and  in  no  instance  shall  there  be  an  elevation  in 
said  road,  when  finished,  greater  than  an'  angle  of 
five  degreees  with  the  horizon.  But  the  manner 
of  inaking  said  read,  in  every  other  particular,  is 
left  to  the  direction  of  the  Presidedt. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  itjurther  enacted,  Thnt  nid 
commissioners  sh^U  ^ch  receive  four  dollars  per 
day,  while  eroi>lpyed  as  aforesaid,  in  full  for  th^r 
compensation,  inclc^ding  all  expenses.  And  they 
are  nereby  authorized  to  employ  one  surveyor, 
two  chainmen,  and  one  marker,  for  whose  faith- 
fulness and  accuracy  they,  the  said  comraission- 
ers,^  shall  be' responsible,  to  attend  them  in  laying 
out  said  road,  who  shall  receive  in  full  satisfac" 
tion  for  their  wages,  includihg  all  expenses,  the 
surveyor  three  d^lars  per  daV,  and  each-  chainT 
man  and  the  marker,  one  dollar  per  day,  while 
they  shall  be  employed  in  ^id  business^  of  which 
fact,  a  certificate  si^^ed  by  said\commissi6ners 
shall  be  deemed  sufl^ient  evidence. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Juriher^  enacted^  That  the- 
sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
laying;  out  and  making  said  road.  And  the  Presi- 
dent IS  hereby  authorized  to  draw,  from  tifne  to 
time,  on  the  treasury,  for  such  parts,  or  at  anv 
one  time,  for'the  whole  of  such  sum,  as  he  shall 
judge  the  service  requires.  Which  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  paid  first;  out  of  the  fund 
of  two  per  cent,  rteerved  for  laying  out  and  mak- 
ing roads  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the 
seventh  section  pf  an  act  passed  on  the  thirteentn 
day.  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  entitled  ^An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
eastern,  division  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
th^  TJnion,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  originU 
States,  and  f6r  other  purposes.**  Three  per  cent, 
of  the  appropriation  contained  in  said  seventh 
section,  being  directed  by  a  subsequent  Jaw,  to  the 
laying  out,  opeoing^  And  making  roads  within  the 
said  State  of  Ohio.  And  secondly,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, Chargeable  upon,  and  reioibursable  at,  the 
Treasury  by  said  fund  of  two  per  cent.,  as  the 
same  shall  accrua. 


Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  <  That  the 
President  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  re<^uested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  Congress,  as  soon  as  convenience 
will  permit,  after  the  commencement  of  each  ses- 
sion, a  statement  of  the  proceedings  under  this 
act,  that* Congress  may  be  enabled  to  adopt  such 
further  measures  as  may,  from  time  to  tiihe,'  bs 
proper,  lodicr  existing  circumstances. 

Approved,  March  29, 18S6. 

KxL  Act  foft  establiAing  rules  and  articles  for  the  gov 
emmentof  the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  this  act^  the  /oHowinjg; . shall  be  the  rules 
and  articles  by  which  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  shall  he  govierned : 

Article  1.  Everv  officer  now  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  shall,  in  six  months  from'  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  and  every  officer  who  shall  here- 
after be  appointed,  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the 
duties  of  his  office,  subscribe  these  rules  and  reg- 
ulations.- 

Art,  ^,  It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  diligently  to  attend  divine  ser- 
vice ;  and  alt  officers  who  shall  behave  indecently 
or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  divine  worship, 
shall;  if  commissioned  officers,  be  broujght  beforq 
a  general  court  martial,  there  to  be  publicly  and 
severely  reprimanded  by  the  president,;  if  non- 
commissioned officers  or  soldiers,  every  person  so 
offending  shall,  for  his  first  offence,  forfeit  one- 
sixth  of  a  dollar,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  next 
jay;  for  the  second  offence,  he  shall  not  only  for- 
feit a  like  sum.  but  be  xsonfined  twenty-four  hours ; 
and,  for  every  like  offefnee,  shall  suffer  and  pav  in 
like  manner;  which  money,  so  forfeited,  shall  be 
applied  by  the  captain  or  senior  officer  of  the  troop 
or  company,  to  the  use  of  the  sick  soldiers  of  the 
company  or  trbop  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

Art,  3.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  Or  sol- 
dier who  shall  use  any-  profane  oath  or  execration, 
shall  incur  the  nenalties^  expressed  in  the  forego- 
ing article ;  and  a  commissioned  officer  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  for  each  and  every  such  offence  one 
dollar,  to  be  9ppli^  fts  in  the  preceding  article. 

Art,  4.  Every  chaplain,  commissioned  in  thQ 
army  or  arn^ies  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
absent  }^m!telf  from  the  duties  assigned  him,  (ex- 
cepting in  cases  of  sickness  or  leave  of  absence,! 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  a  court  martial, 
be  fined  nx>t  exceeding  one  month *s  pay,  besides 
the  loss  of  his  pay  during  his  absence;  or  be  dis- 
charged,- as  the  said  court  martial-  shall  judge 
proper. 

Art,  5:  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  use  ' 
contemptuous  or  disrespectful  words  against  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  against  the  Vice 
President  thereof,  ag^ainst  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States^  or  against  the  Chief  Magistrate  or 
Legislature  of^any  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
he  mav  be  quartered,  if  a  commissioned  officer, 
shall  oe  cashiered,  or  otherwise  punished,  as  a 
court  martfal  shall  direct ;  if  a  non-commissioned 
officer  or  soldier,  he  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as  shall  be  inflicted  on  him  by  the  sentence  of  a 
court  martial. 
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of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 

? produce  to  him  satisfacforv  evidence  of  the.ya- 
idity  of  their  claims ;  whicii  warrants,  with  those 
heretofore  issued,  and  not  yet  satisfied,  shall  and 
may  he  located  in  the  names  of  the^  holders  or 

Sroprietors  thereof,  at  any  time  prior  to  4he  first 
ay  of  Octoheir,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,  on  any  unlocated  p'pirts  of  the  fifty  quarts 
townships  and  the  fractional  quarter  townships 
reserved  hy  law  for  original  holders  of  military 
land  warrants. 

S^o.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  «hatl 
he  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  general,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
cause  to  he  surveyed  so  much  of  the  fifty  quarter 
towbships,  and  the  fractional  quaHer  townships 
aforesaid,  as  have  heen  or  hereafter  may  be  locate 
«d  aceording  to  law.  in  conformity  with  the  loca- 
tioiis  ma'de  on  the  ptata  of  the  said  quarter  town- 
ships :  Provided,  The  whole  expense  of  survey- 
ing the  same  shall  sot  exceed  three  dollars  for 
every  miie  actually  surveyed. 
Approved,  April  15, 1^6. 

An  Act  to  sus|>end  the  nle  of  certain  lands  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  the  Indiana  Territory. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the,  operation  of  the 
sixth  condition  of  the  fifth  sec:ion  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  amend  the  act.  entitled  *An  act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  northwestof  the  Ohio,and  above  the  mouth 
of  Kentucky  river,  be,  and  the  same  is  iiereby  sus- 
pended until  the  first  dav  of  October  next,  in  favor 
of  such  purchasers  of  lands  under  the  said  aot, 
who  shall  exhibit  satisfactory  proof  to  the  register 
and  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the  respective 
districts  where  they  were  actual  settlers  oki  the 
land  80  purchased,  at  the  time  of  passing  this 
act. 

Approved,  April  16, 1806. 

Aa  Act  to  prohibit,  the  importation  of  cettahi  goods, 

wares,  and  merchandiss. 
.  Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,*  from  and  after  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  November  next,  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful to  import  into  the  United  States,  or  the  terri- 
tories thereof,  from  any  port  o^  place  situated*  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  any  of  the  colonies 
or  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  aoy  goods,  wares, 
or  merciiandise,  of  the  following  description,  that 
istosaj:      .  ^     - 

All  articles  of  which  leather  is  the  material  of 
ehief  value; 

All  articles  of  which  silk  is  the  material  of  chief 
value; 

All  articles  of  which  hemp  or  flax  is  the  mate- 
rial of  ehief  valine ; 

All  articles  of  which  tin  or  brass  is  the  material 
of  chief  value,  tin  in  sheets  excepted ; 

Woollen  cloths,  whose  invoice  prices  shall  ex- 
ceed five  shillings  sterlrog  per  square  yard ; 

Woollen  hosiery  of  all  kmds  j 

Window  glass,  and  all  other  maao&ciar^  oi 
glass ;  -^ 

Silver  and  plated  wwesj 


Paper  of  every  description ; 

Nails  and  spikes ; 

Hats; 

Clothing  readv  made ; 

Millinery  of  all  kinds; 

Playinff  cards;  ' 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  and  pictures  and  prints. 

Nor  shall  it  be  lawful  to  import  Into  the  United 
StStes,  or  the  territories  thereof,  from*  any  for- 
eign port  or  place  whatever,  any  of  th^  above- 
mentioned  goods,  w&res,  or  merchandise,  being  of 
the  ^wth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  G?eat 
Britain  or  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  colonies  or  de- 
pendencies of  Great  Britain :  Provided,  however. 
That  no  articleswhich  shall,  within  fifteen  months 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  imported  from  any 
place  beyond  the  Cap^  of  €k)od  Hope,  on  board 
any  vessel  cleared  out  before  the  passing  of  this 
act,  from  anv  port  within  the  United  States  or  the 
territories  tnereof,  for  the  said  Cape  of  (3ood 
Hdpe,  or  any  place  beyond  the  same,  siiall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  prohibirion  aforesaid. 

Sbo.  S.  And  be^it  Juriher  enacted,  That  when- 
ever any  article  or  articles,  the  importation  of 
which  is  prohibited  by  this  act,  sball,  after  the 
said  fifteentii  day  of  November  next,  be  imported 
into  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  (hereof^ 
contrary. to  the  true  intent  and  meaninftof  this 
act,  or  shall,  after  the  said  fifteenth  day  ofNotem- 
ber  next,  be  put  on  board. any  ship  or^essel,  boat, 
'raft,  or  carriage,  with  intention  of  importing  the 
same  into  the  United  Slates,  or  the  territories 
thereof,  all  such  articles,  as  well  as  all  other  arti- 
cles on  board  the  same  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or 
carriage,  belonging '  to  the*  owner  of  such  prohib- 
ited articles,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  owner 
thereof  shall,  moreover,^  forfeit  and  JNiy  treble  the 
value  of  sucn  articled. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  UJurlher  enacted,  That  if  anj 
article  or  articles,  th^  importation  of  which  is 
prohibited  by  this  act,  shall,  after  the  said  fifteenth 
day  of  November  next,l)e  put  on  board  any  ship 
or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  with  intention  to 
import  the  same  into  the  United  States,  or  the 
territories  thereof,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  and  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  owner  or  master  of  sOcb  ship  or^essel,  boat, 
raft,  or  carriage,  such. ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or 
carriage,  shall  oe  forfeited,  and  the  owner  and 
master  thereof  shall,  moreover,  each  forfeit  and 
pay  treble  the  value  of  such  articles. 
.  Sbo.  4.  And  he  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  if  stay 
article  or  articles,  thfe  importation  of  which  is 

Rrohibited  by  this  act,  and  which  shall  neverthe- 
iss  be  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or 
carriage^  arriving  after  the  said  fiaeentb  day  of 
November  next,  in  the  United  States,  or  the  ter- 
ritories thereof,  shall  be  omictted  in  the  manifest, 
report,  or  entry  of  the  master,  or  the  person  hav* 
ing  the  chSrge  or  command  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  or  shall  be  omitted  in  the 
entry  of,  the  goods  owned*  by  the  owner,  or  con- 
signed to  the  consignee  of  such  articles,  or  shall 
be  imported,  or  landed,  or  attempted  to  be  import- 
ed or  landed,  without  a.permi^  the  same  penal- 
ties^ fincai  and  focfatoias  shall  bfe  incurred,  «ihI 
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may  be  recovered,  as  in  the  case  of  sioiilar  omis- 
sion or  omissions, landing,  importation,  or  attempt 
to  land  or  import,  in  relation, to  articles  liable  to 
duties  on  their  importation  into  the  United  States, 
&£&  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
collector,  naval  officer,  suiveyor,  or  other  officer 
of  the  customs.  «hall  have  the  Ikke  power  and  au- 
thority to  seize  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  im- 
ported* contrary  to  the  ill  tent  and  meaning  of  this, 
act,  to  keep  the  same  in  custody  until  it  shall 
have  b^en  ascertained  whether  the. same  bave 
been  forfeited^  or  not,. and  to' enter  anyjsbipor 
vessel,  dwelling-house,  store,  building,  or  other 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  searcbin'g.for  and  seizins 
any  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which 
he  or  they  now  nave  by  law,  in  relation  to  goods, 
wares,  apd  merchandise,  subject  to  duty;  and  if 
any  person, t)r.  persons,  shall  conceal  or  buy  any 

foods,  wares,' or  meroaandi^e,  knowing  them  to 
e  liable  to  seizure  by  this  act^  such  person  or  per- 
aons  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfdt  and  pay 
a  sum  double  (he  amoudt  oryalue  of  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  so  condealed; .  or  pur- 
chased: 

Sec.  6.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
following- .additioa^hall  be  inserted  -to  the  .oath 
or  affirmation  taken  by. the  masters  or  persons 
having  the  charge  or  command  of  ady  ship*  or 
Teasel  arriving  at  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  territories  thoreof,  a£ter  the  said  fifteenth 
day^  of  November  next,  viz :  "  I  furtbej;  swear  (or 
mffirm)  that  there  are.not,  to  the  best  otmy  knowl- 
edge and  belief,  on  board  rinsert  the  denomina- 
tioti  and  name  of  the  .vessel J; any  goods,  waiies,  or^ 
merchandise,  the  importation  of  which  into  the 
United  States,  or  the  ierritotie^^tHereoT,  is  prohib- 
itdd  by  law :  And  I  do  farther  swiear  (or  affirm) 
that  if  I  shall  hereafter  discover  or  know  of  any 
aueh  goods,  wtires,  or  merchandise,  oh  board  the 
said,  vessel,  or  which  shall  have  been  imported  in 
the  same,  I  will  immediately,  and  wijthout  delay, 
m^ke.  due  report  thereof  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  this  district.'?     ,         ^     '  , 

Sbc.  7.  And  he  it  further  enackd.  ThAt  th^ 
follorwiiig  addition  be  inserted,  after  the  said  fif- 
teenth day  of  November  next,  to  the  oath  or 
affirmation  taken  by  importers,  consignees,  or 
fgetkiSf  at  the  time  of  entering  goods  imported 
inta  the  United  States,  ot  the  territories  thereof, 
viz:  ^'i  also  swear  (or  affirm)  that  there  ^tt  not, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief^  among  the 
said,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  or 
eonsigi»$d,  as  aforesaid,  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, the  importation  of  which  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  is  prohibited 
br  law.  And  I  do  fqrther  swear  for  amrm)  that 
if  I  shall  hereafter  discover  any  sucn  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  among  the  said  goods,  wares^  and 
merchandise,  imported  or  consigned  as  aforesaid, 
I  will  immediately,  and  withoot  delay,  report  the 
same  to  the  collector  of  this  district." 

Sec  6.  And  be  ijvriher  enacted,  That  all  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  arising  under  this  act  may 
be  sued  for  and*  recovered,  and  shall  be  distributed 
and  accounted  for  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  act,  eatitled  ^AnacttoreigubUetheAcllection 


of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage :"  and  such  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  may  be  examined,  nlitigated, 
or  remitted,  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  like 
conditions,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  are 
prescribed,  authorized,  and  directed  by  the  act, 
entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  re- 
mitting the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabilitiesi 
accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned^' 
Approved,  April  la  1806. 

An  Act  snpplsnientaiy  to  the  act  siikiBg  prowsion  ihr' 
*    the  payipenft  of  daims  of  citizeBs  of  iMt  United^ 

Bt^tes  on  the  Goremmeni  of  Franee. 

Be  it  enae^,  fc.,  That  the  Secretary  tf  the  * 
Tressnry  shall  cause  tp  be  paid,  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  the  amount  of  certain  claitas- 
of  citizens  of  the  United  'States  against  the  Gbv^  - 
eniment  of  France,  arising  from  the  Bordeaiai^ 
embargo,  in  conformity  with  a  eertifted*  list  o^^ 
liquidations,  attested  by  the  Minister  of  the  pub- 
lie  treasury  of  France,  and  transmitted  by  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at 
Paris,  to  the  said  Secretary;  which  payments 
shall  be  made  for  such  sums,  respectiyeJ  v.  as  are 
stated  in  the  above-mentioned  list  of  liquidations, 
to  such  persons,  respectively;  ais  the  accounting 
(^eers  of  the  Treasury  shall  determine  to  be 
rightlblly  entitled  tb  the  same,  and  out  of  the 
moneys  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  the  claims  ef  citizens  of  toe  Uni- 
ted States  against  the  Gpvernment  of  France, 
the  payment  of  which  was  assumed  by  the  Gbv- 
emment  of  the  United  States;  by  virtue  of  the 
convention  of  the  thirtieth  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  three. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806.    - 


An  Act  to  anthorise  the  8Ute  of  Tennessee  toin  ^ 
grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands  therein  de* 
scribed ;  and  to  settle  the  daims  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  within  the  same* 
Be  it  enacted,  fa.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  de* 
fining  the  limits  of  the  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  hereafter  to  be 
subject  ro  the  sole  and  Entire  disposition  of  the 
United  States,  the  following  line  be,  and  hereby 
is,  established,  to  wit:  beginning  at  the  place 
where  the  easteru  or  main  branch  of  Elk  river 
shall  intersect  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee;  from  thence  running  due 
north,  until  said  line  shall  intersect  the  northeni 
or  main  b^nch'of  Dock  river;  thence  down  the 
waters  of  Duck  river  to  the  military  boundary 
line,  OS  established  by  the  seventh  section  of  an 
act  of  the  State  of  North  Oardina,  entitled  *^  Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
continental  line,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  (passed 
in  f  he  year  onethoasand  seven  hundred  i^nd  eighty- 
three,)  thence,  with  the  military  boundary  line 
west  to  the. place  where  it  intersects  the  Teonee- 
see  river ;  thence  down  the  waters  of  the  river 
.Tennessee,  to  the  place  where  the.same.intersects 
the  northern,  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Tea* 
nessee. 
Sbo.  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  apon 
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the  Senators  and  Representa fives  froQi  thfe  State 
of  Tennessee,  by  an  instrument  signed  and  sealed 
by  them  respectireiy,  making  known,  that  in  pur- 
suatce  of  the  power  in  them  vested,  by  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  appoint  ag^ents  to  settle  the 
dispute  between  this  State  and  the  United  States^ 
to  the  same,''  and  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
«nd  House  of  Representatives  of  the  said  State 
of  Tennessee,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand 
^ight  hundred  i^id  two.  as  insUuctions  therein; 
IJhey  do,  foe  and  in  behalf  of  the  State-of  Teooes- 
Bee,  and  in  -coaaideration  of  the  provisions  made 
in  this  act,  agree  and  declare,  that  all  right,  title, 
^nd  claimi  which  the  State  of  Tennessee  hath  to 
the  lands  lyine  west  kud  south  of  the  line,  herein 
befoi^  established  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  shall  thereafter  fore  vet  ceaae;  ajid 
that  the  land» aforesaid  shall  be  and  remain  at  the 
sole  and  entire  disposition  of  the  United  States, 
and  shall  be  exempted  from  every  dispositiop  or 
tai  made  by  order,  or  under  the  authority  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  while  t^e.same  shall  Remain 
the,  property  of  the  United  >  States,  and*  for  the 
term  of  five  years  after  the  same  shall  be  sold; 
which  said  instrumept  shall  be  approted  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  entered  at  large 
in  their  journal,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  The  United  States  do  there- 
upon cede  and  cpnvey  to  the  State  of  Tennes- 
aee,  all  right,  title  and  claim,  which  thd  United 
States  bajre  to  the  territory  of  the  lands  lying 
east  and  north  of  the  line  hereinbefore  established, 
within  the  Utnits  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  sub- 
ject to  the  same  conditions  as  are  contained  in  the 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  enti|led  ^  An  act  for  the  purpose  of  ced- 
ing to  the  United  States  of  America^  certain  west- 
tm  lands  therein  described."  And  the  siLid  State 
ef  Tenn^see  ^all  thereupon  l^ave  as  full  power. 
and  authority  to  issue  grants  and.  perfect  titles  of 
all  lands  lym^  east  and  north  of  th($  before  de- 
•eribed  iine,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  State,  as 
Congress  now  have,  or  the  State  of  Tennessee 
ought  have,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Nortll  Carolina,  enticed  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
State  of  Tennessee  1o  perfect,  titles  to  lands  re* 
served  to  this  State  by  the  cession  act,"  to  which 
said-  act  the  assent  or  Congresis  is  hereby  ffiven, 
so  far  as  is  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  ob- 
jects of  this  compact ;  subject  nevertheless  to  the 
foUowing  express  conditions :  that  is  to  say,* 

Fint.  That  all  entries  of  lands,  rights  of  tjlo- 
cation,  aJDd  warrants  of  surveys,  and  all  interfe- 
King  locations,  which  might  be  removed  by  the 
aibresaid  act  of  cession  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  which  are  good  and  valid  in  law. 
and  which  were  not  actually  located  west  and 
south  of  the  hereinbefore  described  line,  before  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hnndred  an^  ninety,  and  all  interfering  grants' 
which  are  good  and  valid  in  law,  and  which  have 
been  located  east  and  north  of  the  said  line,  shall 
be  located,  and  the  titles  thereto  perfected,  within 
the  territory  hereby  ceded  to  the  State  of  Ten- 


'  Secondly,  That  the  State  of  Tennessee  shift 
appropriate  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  which 
shall  DC  located  in«one  entire  tract,  within  the 
limits  of  the  Idnds  reserved  to  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians, by  an  act  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  opening  the  land  office  for  the 
redemption  of  sp^ie  and  other  certificates,  and 
discharging  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,"  passed 
Jn  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three ;  and  shall  be  for  the  use  of  two  col- 
leges, one  in  east,  and  one  in  west  Tennessee,  to 
be  established  by  the  Legislature  thefreof ;  akid  one 
hundred  thousand  acres  in  one  tract,  within  the 
limits  last  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  academiei^  one 
in  each  county  in  said  State,  to  be  estiablishea  by 
the  Legislature  thereof ;  which  said,  several  tracts 
shall  be  located  on  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title 
has  been  extinguished,  and  subject  to  tb«  dispo- 
sition of  the  Legislature'  of  the  State,  but  shail 
not  be  granted  or  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars 
per  acre ;  and'  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
lapds  aforesaid,  shall  be  vested  in  funds  for  the 
respective  uses  aforesaid,  forever.  And  the  State 
of  Tennessee  shall,  moreover,  in  issuing  grants 
and  perfecting  titles,  locate  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  to  every  six  miles  square  in  the  territory 
hereby  ceded:  where  existing  claims  wiU  bUow 
the  same^  wpich  shall  be  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  children,  for- 
ever. '  Propidedj  That  ncAhing  contained  m  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  afiect  the  Indian  title,  or 
to  subject  the  United .  Stateb  to  the  expense  of 
extinguishing  the  same.  And  pnmded<u90f  That 
the  lowest  price  of  all  lands  granted  or  sold  within 
the  ceded  territory,  shall  be  the  same  as  ^lali  be 
established  by  Congress  for  the  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  And  provided,  neveHhelest^  That  the 
people  residing  in  said  State,  sooth  of  French, 
Broad,  and  Holston,  atid  west  of  Big  Pigeon  riv* 
ers^rovided  f6r  by  the  constitution  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  sh>ll  be  secured  in  their  respective 
rights  of  occupancy  and  pre-emption,  and  shaU 
receive'  titles  for  sucli  quantiticB  as  they  may  re- 
spectively claim,  inclQaing  their  improvements, 
not  exeeeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  each, 
nor  exceeding  the  quantities  they  have-heretofore 
claimed  respectively, according  to  their  condiiional 
fines,  where  such  have  been  established,  at  a  price 
not  less  than  one  dollar  per  acre.  And  pravuUd^ 
Juriher,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
constrned  to  enable  any  person  or  persona  nntil 
authorized  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  or  Teo- 
aessee,  to  locate  any  warrants  issued  under  the 
authority  of  thcBtate  of  North  Carolina,  witkia 
the  limits  of  the  lands  reserved  to  the  Cherokee 
Indians  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  said  State, 
entitled  "An  act  for  opeqing  the  land  office  for  the 
redemption  of  specie  and  other  certificates^  and 
discharging  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,"  passed 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hunflred  and 
eighty-tnree. 

Sfic.  3.  And  he  it  Jiaihfr  enacted,  That  if  the 
territory  hereinbefore  ceded  to  th^  Sute  of  Ten- 
nessee, shall  not  contain  a  sufficient  qnantitf  ef 
land  At  for  cultivation.  acBording  to  the  troe  is* 
tent  and  meaning  of  tne  otiginil  act  of  cession. 
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including  the  lands  within  the  limits  res^rVed  by 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians, to  perfect  all  existiog  legal  claims  charged 
thereon  by  the  conditions  contained  in  this  act  of 
cession,  Cpngress  will,  hereafter,  provide  by  law 
for  perfecting  such  as  cannot  be  located  in  thie 
territory  aforesaid,  out  of  the  lands  lying  west  or 
south  pf  the  befpre  described  line. 
Approved,  April  18, 1806. 

An  Act  ^tfaorizm^  a  detachment  fr6kn  tbe  Militia  of 
the  United  StaUw. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,  T^at  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,.and  he  ir  hereby  authorized,  at 
such  time  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  to  reqi!iire 
of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  16  take 
effectual  measures  to  organize,  arm,  and  equip, 
according  to  law,  and  hold  in  readiness  to  marcn 
at  a  moment's  warning,  their  respective  propor- 
tions of  one  hundred  thousand  militia,  officers  in-, 
eluded,  to  be  apportioned  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  oy  the  militia  retnrns  of  the  last 
year,  in  cases  where  such  returns  were  made,  and 
m  cases  where  such  returns  "were  not  made  the 
last  year,  by  such  other  data  as  he  shall  judge 
suitable. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it'Jurther  enacted^  That  thie 
President  may,  if  be  shall  Judge  it  expedient,  au- 
thorize the  fiveCutives  of  the  seteral  States  to 
accept,  as  part  of  the  said  detachment,  any  corfs 
of  volunteers,  T^hb  shall  engage  to  continue  m 
service  six  months  after  they  arrive  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous. 

Se^jS.  And  he  itJUriher  enacted,  That  the  de- 
tachment of  militia  and  volunteers  aforesaid, 
^hall  be  offiicered  but  of  the  present  militia  offi- 
cers, or  other&.at  the  option  and  direction  of  the 
Constitutlojial  authority  in  each  State,  respect- 
ively ;  the  President  of  the  United  States  appor- 
tioning the  general  officers  among  the  respective 
States  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

Sfic^  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  detachment  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve 
a  loiter  time  than  six  months  after  they  arrive 
at  th>e  place  of  rendezvous ;  and  that,  during  the 
time  of  their  service,  tlxey  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  pay,  rations,  and  alTowance  for  clothing, 
that  are  established  by  law,  as  the  pay,  rations, 
and  allowance .  fbr  clothing  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  ana  he  is  here- 
hy,  authorized  to  call  into  actual  service  any 

East,  pr  the  whole  of  the  said  detachment,  when 
e  sn^U  judge  the  exigencies  of  the  United  States 
require  it ;  if  a  part  oT  the  said  detachment  only 
shall  be  called  into  actual  service,  tHey  shall  be 
taken  from  such  part  ther^f  as  the  President  in 
his  discretion  shall  deem  most  proper. 

Sjso.  6.  And  be  it  fvrther  emcted,  That  two 
minions  of  dollars  be,.and  are  hereby  appropria- 
ted, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasurv  not  other- 
Wise  appropriated,  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of 
such  part  of  the  said  deUchment  as  may  be  called 
into  service. 


Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  directing  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  and  for  erecting  cer- 
tain arsenals,"  anproved  the  third  of  March,  one 
tf^ousand  eight  nundred  and  three,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be,  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  continue,  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of 
twp  years  from  the  passing  thereof,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806. 


An  Act  making  appiopriatidDa  A>r  the 
G#venMi«Bt  Imt'  th«  year-  em»  thooaand 


■apport  of 
eight  hn»- 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  for  tfaeexpendit«reof 
the  civil  list,  in  the  present  year,  inciuding  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  seyeral  departments 
and  officere ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  sevent 
loan  officers  a6d  their  clerks,  and  for  books  mtl 
stationery  for  the  same ;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities and  grants ;  for  the  support  of  the  mint 
establishment;  for  the  expanses  of  interooionw 
with  foreign .  nations ;  for  the  support  of  light* 
houses,  beacons,  liuoys,  and  public  pi«rs ;  for  the 
defraying  the  expenses  of  surveying  the  public 
lands  in  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Missia* 
^ippi ;  and  for  satisfying  certain  miscellaneous 
claims,  the  following  sums  l>e,  and  the  same  avi 
hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  compensations  ffranted  by  lawto  the  mem* 
hers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa tires, 
their  officers  and  attendants,  estimated  fora  session 
of  four  months  and  a  half  coatimiaoee,  two  ban* 
dred  thousand  five  hundred  and  eigMy^v^  dollars. 
For  the  expoise  of  firewood,  stationery,  print* 
iyig,  and  all  other  Contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  thirty-two  thousand  dollars. 
For  all  contingent  expenses  of  the  library,  and 
Librarian's  allowance  for  the  year  one  thoosani 
eiffht  hundred  and  six,  four  nundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  Und  Viee  Prt- 
sident  of  the  United  States,  thirty  thousand  Mlavs. 
For  compensation  to  4he  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks'  and  persons  employed  19  that  depvrtnent, 
including  the  sum  of  twelve  hufidred  dojlaraffor 
compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  aval 
allowed  by  the  act  ef  the  second  of  March,  ona 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetv-nine,  tw«l¥« 
thousand  five  Hundred' and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  incidental'  and  contingent  exf^nses  of 
the  shid  department,  four  ^ousand  two  h«Bdre4 
dollars. 

For  printing  and  distributing  eoptes  of  the 
laws  of  the  first  session  of  the  ninth  Congress, 
and  printing  the  laws  in  newspapers,  eight  tho«i* 
sand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dolmrs. 

For  specifd  messengers  charged  with  despatdH 
es,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  8eef«tary  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bb 
office,  including  those  engaged  on  the  business 
belonging  to  the  late  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue,  twelve  thousand  three  hnndred 
dollars. 
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For  the  expense  of  translatiog  foreign  laDgaa- 
ffes,  alfowance  to  the  person  employed  in  receit- 
ing  and  transmitting  passports  and  sea  letters,  sta- 
tionery and  printing,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  ot  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in*  his 
office,  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  and  serenty- 
seven  dollars  and  eight  cents. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  of  the  CompCrol- 
ler's  office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his.  office, 
twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  doUiM^s 
tnd  ninety-three  cents.. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  -and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expense^  in  the  office  of 
the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  five  hupdred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks  and 
persons  employed^  in  iiis  office,  six.  thousand  two 
Aundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-five 
ceats. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasur- 
er's office,  three-hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  iKt  Register  of  the  Treas-, 
ury,  elerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bis  office, 
sixteen  thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing  ia  the 
Register's  office,' (including  books  for  the  public 
stock  and  for  the  arrangement  of  the  marine  pa- 
pers,) two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Coio- 
missioners'of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars^. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  for 
the  purpose  of  nkal^ing  diUuf^hts  of  the^ several 
•ttcveys  of.  land  in  the  Territory  of  the  United 
State's  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohiq,  and  in  keep- 
inff  the  books  of  the  Trea^rv  in  relation  to  the 
•alee  of  lands  at  4he  several  land  offices,  three 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  exnenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  four  thousana  dollars. 

For  defraying^  ^e  expenses  incident  to  the  sta- 
ttag  and  printing  the  public  accounts  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eifbt  hundred  and  six,  one  thou- 
sand .two.  hundred' d  pilars. 

For  purchasing  books,  maps,  and  charts  for  the 
ti$e  of  the  Treasury  Department,,  four  hupdred. 
dollars* 

For  compensation  to  a  Superintendent  em- 
ployed to  secure  the  huUdipg?  and  records  of  the 
Treasury,  during  the  year  one  thotisand  eig^t 
hundred  and  six,  including  the  expense  of  two 
watchmen,  and  for  the  repair  of  two  fire  engines, 
backets,  lanterns,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  .to«the  Secretanr  of  War,^ 
clerks  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  eleven 
thousand  two  hundred  and.fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing. 
/  aad  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  or 
the  Secretary  of  War,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compeasatioQ  to  the  Acconnunt  of  the 


War  Department,  clerks  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  ten  taousand  nine  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Wat  Department,  one  thou- 
sand, dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerics  em|iloyed  in  the 
Paymaster's  office,  one'  thousand  ^ight  hnndred 
dollars. 

For  fuel  in  the  said  office,  ninety  dollars. 

For  coniDeosation  to  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  including  a  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollan 
for  compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  day  of 
March,^one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,  and  for  expense  of  stationery,  store  rent, 
and  fuel  for  the  said  office,  four  thousand  sir  hun- 
dred dollars.  .         ' 

For  expenses  incidental  to  the  remoTal  of  the 
Purveyors  office  to  Gkrmantown,  daring  the 
prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  Philadelphia, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ^ye^ 
one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  IVanr, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  includ- 
ing the  sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars^  in  addition 
to  the  sum-of  four  thousand  two  hundred  dollars^ 
allowed  by  t^ie  act  of  the  second  oC  March,  one 
thousand  seven  , hundred  and  ninety-nine,  nine 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 
.  For  expeqse  of  foel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contiiigent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navfj  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation'  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons^employed  in  his  office, 
incluuing  the  sum'c/  one  thousand  one  hundrea 
(dollars  for  compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition 
to, the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  second  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  oontiuffent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Nary,  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  conipensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  clerks  and  per- 
spns  eipployed  in  the  Postmaster  General's  office, 
including  a  sum  of  four  thousand  five  hundred 
and  ninety-five^ dollars,  for  compensation  to  his 
clelrks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act 
of  the  second  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  nine(v-nine.  thirteen  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nve  dollars^ 

For  expense  of  fuel,  candles,  hou^e^rent  for  the 
messenger,  stationery,  chests,  &c.,  exdusive  of  ex- 
penses of  prosecution,  j>ortmanteaus,  mail  locks, 
and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  departmeaty 
these  being  paid  for  by  the  Postmaster  Qeneral, 
oiit  of  the  funds  of  the  office,  two  thousand  fi.TB 
hundred  dollars.  - 

For  compensation  to.  the  several  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  incurred  by  removal  of  the  loan 
office  from  New  York,  during  the  prevalence  of 
the  epidemic  fever  in  the  yearoiore  tfaousand'^ight 
hundred  and  five,  one  hundred  dollars. 
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For  ezpeiMes  incurred  by  remofal  of  the  loan 
oflSce  from  Pbiladelphia,  during  the  preraleace  of 
theepidemie  fever,  in  the  year  one  tfaoosand  eight 
hundred  and  fire,  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  eompensatidn  io  the  clerks  of  the  several 
Coromiissioners  of  Loans,  and  an  allowance  to  eer^ 
tain  loan  officers,  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  and  to  de- 
fray the  authorized  expenses  of  the  aeveral  loan 
offices,  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  clerk-hire  in  the 
office  of  the  Cotnmissioner  of  Loans  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylyania,  in  consequence  of 'the  removal 
of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hund)red,'to  the  per- 
manent seat  of  Government,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

•  For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  (General, 
and  the  clerks  employed  by  him,  and  for  expend 
of  stationery  and  other  contingencies  of  the  Sur- 
veyor General's  office,  three  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars:' 

For  Compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
aoath  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  derks  employed 
in  his  office,  stationery  and  other  contingencies, 
three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  cotB(>enfl^tion  lo  the  officers  of  the  Mint: 

The  Director,  twt>  thousand  dollars ; 

The  Treasurer,  one  thoioitod  two  h^indred  dol- 
lars: .  - 

The  Assayer,  one  thousand  fite  hundred  dol- 
lars ; 

The  Chief  Coiner,  one  thousand  five  hondted 
dollars ; 

.    The.  Melter  and  Refiaei,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars ; . 

The  Engraver^  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars; 

One  olerk,.at  seveii  hundred  dollars; 
.  And  two,  at  five  hundred  dollars  each. 

For  the  wages  of- persons  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  melting,  coining,  carpenter's, 
mill-wrighi's,  and  smith's  work,  including  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  allowed  to  an 
assisunt  coiner  and  die  forger,  who  also  oversees 
the  execution  of  the  iron  worl^  six  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  repairs  of  furnaces^  costs  of  rollers  and 
screws,  timber,  bar-iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and 
for  all  other  contingencies  of  the  mint,  four  thou- 
aand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges^and 
Secreury  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  including 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  for  the  salaries  from  the  first  of  October  to 
the  thirty- first  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  four,  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
executive  officers  of  the  said  Territory,  iocludioff 
the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  appropriation  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  five,  and  for  express  hire,  and  com- 
pensation of  an  Indian  interpreter,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
ootttiBgeot  expeioea  in  the  said  Tenitory,  and  to 


make  good  a  deficieney  in  the  appropriations  for 
the  yearB  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four, 
and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  five 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  five  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor.  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  6ve  thousand  . 
one  buna  red  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  sfid  Territory,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollan. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  including  a 
deficiency  of  two  thousand  five  hunared  and  sev^^ 
enty  five  dollars,  in  the  appropriation  lot  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  said  (^vernment,  seven  thousand  seyen 
nundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  said  Territory,  includ- 
ing the  suiH  of  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars^  to 
defray  similar  expenses  and  others  attending  the 
organization  of  the  Government  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  five,  nine  hundred 
and  ninety  aqllars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  6f  the  Louisiana  Territory,  including 
a  deficiency  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  in  the  appropriatioh  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  for  the 
support  of  the  Mid  Government  seven  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  aollars. 

F^or  expense  of  stationery^  office  rent)  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  the  'said  TerrttorVj  for  the 
years  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nve,  and 
ooe  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  five  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  department 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  been 
admitted  in  ailue  course  of  settlement  at  the  Trea- 
sury, and  wkith.  are  of  a  nature,  according  to  the 
usage  thereof,  to  require  payment  in  specie,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  of 
the  several  Departments  of  Sute,  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy,  and  of  the  General  Post  Office,  not  ex- 
ceeding, "for  each  department,  respectively,  fifteen 
per  centum,  in  addition  to  the  sums  allowed  by 
the.act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
compensation  of  cletks,"  eleven  thousand  eight 
hqnared  and  eighty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  mnted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  Associate  Judges,  and  District  Judges  of 
the  United  States,  including  the  Chief  Justice, 
and  rwo  Associate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  to^the  Judge  of 
the  District  of  Orleans^  including  a  deficieney  in 
the  appropriation  for  his  compensation  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred,  and  four,  fifty-six 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  iike  compensation  granted  to  the  sev- 
eral Di^4ct  Attorneys  of  the  United  States^ 
thi;^  thoiuand  four,  hundred  dollars. 


1271 


APPENDIX 


1272 


PMig  AcU  Q^  Ckmgrem. 


For  compeDsation  to  the  Marshals  of  the  dis- 
tricts  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Elea- 
tucky,  Ohio,  E^ast  aad  West  Tennesseie,  and  Oi- 
leaas,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit,*  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columhia,  and  of  jurors 
aild  witnesses,  in  c^id  of  the  funds  arisin|[  from 
fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  and  likewise  fyr 
defraying  the  expense  of  prosecution  for  oiences 
f^inat  the  Uoited "States,  and  for  safekeeping  of 
prisoners,  forty  thdhsand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundrv  pensions  erauted 
by  the  Ute  Government,  nine  hundred  dolUrs. 

For  the  payment  of  an  annuity  granted  to  the 
children  of  the  late  Colonel  John  Harding,  and 
M«jor  Alexander  Trueman,  by  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  the  fourteenth  of  May,  pne  thousand  eight 
hundred,  six.  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  to  the 
invalid  pensioners  o(  the  United  Sti^tes,  from  the 
fifth-of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,  to  the  fourth  qI  March,  one  thousand  eieht 
hundred  and  seven,  ninety*eight  thousand  ool- 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  lightr 
houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  pubjic  piers,  and 
•ukeage  of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  and  certain 
eontingent  expenses,  eighty-ope  thousand  and 
eighty-eight  doUnrs  and  two  cents. 

/For  4hb  payment  of  a  commission  of  two  an4 
a  half  per  cent,  to  the  commissioners  who  suMr- 
intended  the  erection  of  public  piers  in  the  jriver 
Delaware,  four  hundred  and  forty*etght  doUacs 
and  eeventy-one  cents. 

For  fixing  buoys  inliong  Island  Sound,  in  ad* 
dition  to  the  sums  hevetelore  appropriated,  for 
Ihnt  object,  one  thousand  three  hiindiea  and  f^rty*- 
two  dollars  and  thirtyfour  cen^. 

For  expenses 'of  intereourse  with  ibreign  na- 
tionst  thirty-nine  tfconsand  aad^fifty  dollars. 
,  For  Che  expense*  of  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Barbaiy  Powers,  in- 
finding  .the  .compensation  of  the  Qonsuls  at  the 
enveral  Bftrhar y  Powerv,  iorty-nine  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  cpntiii^ntexpenaes  of  the  intercourse 
with  foreign  natione,  twenty^ix.  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  the  Barbery  Powers,  fifty  thousand  doUaiyi. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  carrying  into 
f  feet  the  sixth  artinle  of  the  British  Treatir,  in 
addition  to  the  sunns  heretofore  appropriateo  for 
Ihat  purpose,  seven  thousand  s^ven  bundled  and 
fifty  doUajrs, 

Towards  completbg  the  surveys  of  public 
lands  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  Indiana  and 
Mississippi  Territ<^ie8,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
U^ousaod  dollars. . 

For  the  discharge  of  euch  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
lor,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  eourse  of 
aettlemen^t  at  the  Tfeasury,  and  whieti,  are.of^  l 
nature  according  to  the  usage  thereof,  to  nquiie  i 
payment  in  sp^c^e,  £oUx  thousand  dollars.  I 


For  defiayiuff  the  expenses  incident  to  the  in- 
vestigatiott  of  claims  under  the  French  Convenr 
tion  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one,  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  in  addition  to  the  sums  here- 
tofore appropriated  to  that  purpose,  six  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed 
American  seamen,  seven  thousand  five  handred 
dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  at  London,  Pans, 
and  Madrid,  for-  prosecuting  claims  in  relation  to 
cnptures.  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  amount  admitted  at  the  Treasary  ai 
due,  on.  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  nincity^>ne,  to  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  the  late  Barpn  de  Beaumarchais,  for  mili- 
tary stores  furnished  the  United  States  during 
the  li^te  war,  indudiog  interest  on  the  same,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  seventy-nine  thousand  doJJsis. 

For  exploring  the  waters  of  the  eountry  ceded 
by  the  convention  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thonsand  eight  hundred  and  three,  and  establish- 
ing commerce- with  the  bidian  trihea  inhabiting 
the  snme,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  if  Jurtk^  emvsfei^  That  tk^ 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  qi  the  fund  f^  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars, -reserved  by  an  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  wnA 
out  of  mhneys  in  the  Treaauryi  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Appccved,  A#RU48^180a. 


ofwit- 


An  Act  mskm^  pfeMsion  Ibr  the 

nesses  wha  attended  the  trial  of  the  imj 

Sunufll  Ghase. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That^  to  every  Ivitness  sum- 
moned to  attend  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of 
Samuel  Chas^  there  shtill  be  allowed  and  paid 
for  every  day's  attendance  upon  the  said  trial  the 
sum  of  three  dollars ;  and,  also,  for  mileage  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  and  an  half  «ents  for' erwy  mile 
distance  coming  to  the  City  of  W^hington,  and 
retiirnjng  to  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  the 
witnesses,  respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  sbatt 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  as- 
certath  and  certify  the  amount  due  to  each  wit- 
ness for  attendance  and  mileage;  which  certifi- 
cate shall  be  a  sufficient  Toucher  to  entitle  the 
witness  to  receive  from  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States  the  amount  cert^ed  to  be  doe^  un- 
less otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

SjBc.  3.  And  be  it  further  ehacted,  That  the 
sum  of  fdx  thousand  dollan  be  appropriated  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  to  be  incurred  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  to  be  paid  but  of  any  tnoney  in 
the  Treasury,  hot  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  <*Aa  act  snppl»- 
mentary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval  Peace  Es- 
tablishment, and  for  oUier  purposes.'* 
Be  it  enacted^  fc.  That  the  second  abd  fourth 

sections  of  "  Aa  a^  providing  for  n  Naval  Peace 
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Establishment,  and  for.  other  pntposes,"  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
President  of' the  United  States  be.  itnd  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  keep  in  acttial  serriee,  in 
time  of  peace,  so  many  or  the  frigates  and  other 
public  arihed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as  in 
lis  judgment,  the  nature  of  the  senrice  may  re- 
quire, and  to  cause  the  tesidue  thereof  to  be^liMd 
up  in  ordiniary  in  convenient  ports. 

SECf.  3.  And  be  it' further  enacted^  That  the 
public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  Stat^iii  ac- 
tual service,  in  time  of  peace,  sbalb  be  officered 
and  nxannedy  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  direct:  Frwided,  ^hat  the  officers 
shall  not  exceed  the  following  numbers  and 
grades ;  that  i«  to  say,  thtrteen  captains,  nine  mas- 
ters commandant,  seventy-two  lieutenants,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  midshipmen  ;  but  thfe  said 
officers  shall  receive  no  more  than  half  their 
monthly  pay,,  during  the  time  when  they  shall 
not  be  under  orders  foir  actual  service:  And  pro- 
tided  further^  That  the  whole  number  of  able 
seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed nine  hundred  and  twenty-fiVe  ;  but  the  Presi- 
dent m^y  appoint,  for  the  vessels  in  actual  ser- 
vice, so  many  surgeons,  surgeons'  mates,  sail* 
ingmasters,  chaplains,,  pursers,  boatswains^  gun- 
ners, sailmakers,  and  carpenters,,  as  may  m  his 
opinion  be  necessary  and  proper. 

Approved,  AprU  21, 1806. 

An  Act  Ibr  tha  rsgnlMibn  U  tha  times  of  holding  the 
coarts  of  the  Pistnct,  of  Colombia*  aad  for  othar 
pmpoMS.^ 

Be  it  emKted,  ^c,  That  the  circuit  court  for 
Wtishington  county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
shall  hereafter  commence  anil  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  June  in  each  year,  instead  of  the 
fourth  Monday  in  July4  as  now  fixed  by  law ;  and 
the  eircuir  court  for  Alexandria  eounly,  in  said 
district,  tm.  the  fijst  Monday  in  July,,  instead  of 
the  fourth  Monday  in  Jane,  as  now  ^tablBhed; 
and  that  the  circuit  c^urt  for  Washioffton county, 
which  DOW  siandfr  adjourned  to  the  fonrth  Mon- 
day in  July  next,  snail  be^  and  ia  hereby  ad- 
journed €0  the  first  Monday  In  Junenaxt ;  and 
the  circuit  court  for  Alexandria  county; shall  be 
adi<>urfted  to,  and  h^  on  tike  first  Monikiy  in 
Jaly  next  ^^  and  that  all  process  whatsoevnr,  now 
issued,  or  that  majr  be  issued  in  the  respective 
counties  of  Wasbrogton  and  Alexandria^  in  said 
district)  retuiaiable  to  the  fourth  Mondays  in  Jane 
and  Julv  next^  respectively,  or  to  any  particular 
day  in  the  first,  second^  or  other  succeeding  We^ks 
during  the  said  terms,'  as  heretofore  estabKshed, 
shall  be  returnable,  and  returned  to  the  first  Mon- 
days in  June  and  July  next,  or  to  corresponding 
days  in  the  first,  second,  or  other  succeeding 
weeks  during  the  said  terms,  respectively,  as  now 
by  this  law  established;  lind  all  causes,  recog^ 
nizanees,  pleas^  ^nd  proceedings,  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, returnable  to,  and*  depending  before  the  said 
courts,  at  the  lespective  times  of  holding  the 
same  aa  hefetofore  eatahlnhed,  shaH  be  returned 


and  continued  to  the  said  first  Monday  in  June 
and  July  next,  in  the  same  counties,  respectively, 
in  the  same  manner,  as  if  the  said  causes,  recog- 
nizances, pleas  and  proceedings,  had  been  regu- 
larly rethrned  or  continued  to  the  said  respective 
times  appointed  by  this  act,  for  holding  tne  said 
courts.  . 
Sec.  2.  Aind'be  it  /itrther  enacted,  That  the 

S revisions  of  th^  act^  entitled  ^An  act  iot  the  re^ 
ef  of  insolvent  debtors  within  the  District  of  Co- 
luiQbia,'^  shall  extend  to  any  debtor  who  may  have 
been^  or  hereafter  shalt  be,  arrested  and  holden  to 
bftil  m  the  said  district,  and  who,  at  the  time  of  his 
arrest,  shall  have  been  a  resident  m  the  said  district 
one  year  next  preceding  his  arrest. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

-An  Aol  canthtuing  in  for^  ibr  a  iiiithar  time,  the  first 
section  of  the  act»  entitled  *'An  act  fiirther  to  pvo- 
test  the  commerto  and  seamen  of  the  United  States 
agsii^stthe  Barbaiy  Poweis. 

Be  it  enadei,  f  c.  That  eo  much  of  the  aae 
passedon  the4w«nty<>fifth  day^ef^Afoch,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  "An  act  fmN 
ther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the 
United  States  against  the  Barbery  Powers."  as  ia 
contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  said  act.  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  continued^in  force  nntil  the  end 
of  the  tt«Kt'session  of  Congress^  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  21, 18€6. 

An  Act  supplementsiy  to  a|i  act,  entitle^  <'An  act  Ibr 
sscertaining  an^  adjusting  the  titles  snd  dsims  to 
land,  within  the  TerriUny  of  Oileans,  snd  the  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana.^ 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  every  person  or  persons 
claiming  a  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, arid  who  had  commenced  an  actual  settle- 
ment on  such  tract,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  ei^t  hundred,  and  had  continu- 
ed actually  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  the  samej  dur- 
ing the  term  of  three  years  from  the  time  when 
such  actual  settlement  had  commenced,  and  priov 
to  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  three,  shall  be  considered  as  having  made 
such  settlement  with  the  permission  of  the  proper 
Spanish  bflicer,  ^although  it  may  not  be  m  the 
power  of  such  person  or  persons  to  produce  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  such  permission. 

Sec.  2.  Afid  be  itfiniher  enacted,  That  eretj 
person  or  persons  rightfully  ciaimipg  a  tract  of 
landj  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
by  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment^shall  be  confirmed  in  hts  of*  their  claims,  if 
otherwise  embraced  by  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act,  although  the  person  or  persons,  under  whom' 
the  claim  or  claims  originated,  were  not  at  th^ 
time  whra  the  same  originated,  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  jrears:  Provided,  That  the  tract  of 
land  thus  claimed,  had  been  for  the  s^ce  of  ten 
consecutive  years,  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  three,  in  the  c[uiet 
possession  of,  and  actually  inhabited  and  cultivat- 
ed by  such  person  or  persons^  or  for  his  or  their  use. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  th€ 
time  fixed  bv  the  act  to  which  this  act  b  a  supple- 
ment, for  delivering  to  the  register  of  the  proper 
land  office,  notices  in  Writing,  and  the  written  evi- 
dences of  claims  to  the  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  be,  and  the  same  i&  hereby  extended,  till 
the  first  day  of  January  next ;  and  persons  deliver-' 
ingsuch  notices  and  evidences,  shall  be-entitled  to 
the  same  benefits  as  if  the  same  bad  beien  delivered 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  March  last  4  bat  the  rights 
of  such  persons,  as  shall  neglect  so  doing,  witjiin 
the  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall  be  barred,  and 
the  evidences  of  tbeir  claims  never  lifter  admitted 
as  evidence,  in  the  same  manner  as  had  been  pro- 
vided by  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  to  which  this 
act  is  a  supplement,  in  relation  to  claims,  notices, 
and  written  evidences  of  Tfhich,  should  not  be 
delivered,  prior  to  the  said  first  day  of  Marcji  last. 

8bc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
registers  of  the  land  offices  in  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, respectively,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  appoint  so  many  deputies,  not  exceeding 
one  for  each  county,  in  their  respective  districts. 
as  they  may  think  necessary ;  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  receive,  enter,  and  file  notices,  and  to  receive 
and  record  written  evidences  of  claims  to  lands 
lying  in  the  county,  or  counties,  to  them  respect- 
ive! v  assigned,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  register 
miffnt  do ;  and,  also^  to  transmit  to  the  register  the 
said  notices  and  evidences,  or  such  transcripts  of 
abstracts  of  the  same,  lis  the  said  register,  or  the 
commissioners,  may  direct ;  and  generally  to  do 
and  perform  all  such  acts,  in  relation  to  such 
claims,  as  the  said  register  may  direct.  Persons 
having  claims  to  land  may  deliver  the  notices'and 
evidences  of  the  same,  at  their  option,  either  to 
the  register  of  the  proper  land  office,  or  to  bis  dep- 
uty, for  the  county  in  which  such  land  lies ;  and 
eacn  of  the  said  deputies  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  recording  fees,  allowed  to  the  register^  by  the 
act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  and  in  addi- 
tion thereto,  (or  a  compensation  of  five  hundred 
doUars  in  foil  for  all  his  ^ervices,^  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  for  every  claim  filed  with  him,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment. 

BEb,  5.  And  be  it  juriKer  enacted^  That  the 
cominissioners,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining tl)ie  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  shall,  in  their  respective 
districts,  have  the  same  powers,  and  perform  the 
same  duties,  in  relation  to  the  clainis  thus  filed  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  January  next,  as  if  notice  of 
the  same  had  been  given  before  the  firsi  day  of 
March  last,  and  as  was  provided  by  the  act  to 
which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  in  relation  to  the 
claims  therein  described.  Transcripts  of  the  de- 
cisions of  th^  said  cgmmissioners,  and  reports  of 
the  claims  filed  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  shall  be  made  and  transmitted,  as  was 
provided  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment^ in  relation  to  the  claims  therein  described. 
It  shall  likewise  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commis 
siooers^  to  inauire  into  the  ^nature  and  extent  of 
the  claims  whicii  may  arise  from  a  fight,  or  sup- 


posed right,  to  a  double  or  additional  coacessioa 
on  the  back  of  grants  or  concessions  heretofore 
made,  or  from  grants  or  concessions  heretofore 
.  made  to  minors,  and  not  enibFaced.by  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  or  from  grants  or  concessions 
made. by  the  Spanish  GK)vernmeot,  subsequent  to 
the  first  day  or  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred, for  lands  which  were  actually  settled  and 
inhaoitedon  the  twentieth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  tnree ;  and  to  make  a 
^special  report  theruoa  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  which  report  sjiall  be,  by  him,  laid  be- 
fore Congress  at  their  next  ensuing  session.  And 
the  lands  which  may  be  embraced  by  such  rt^il^ 
shall  not  be  otherwise  disposed  of,  until  a  de- 
cision of  Congress  .shall  nave  been  had  there- 
upon. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  fiaiher  ena>cted^  That  each  of 
the  registers  aforesaid,  shall,  in  addition  to  his 
other  emoluments,  receive  a  compensation  of  five 
hundred  dollars  for  the  services  to  be  performed 
under  this  act  prior  to  the  first  day  of  January 
next;  and  each  of  the  commissioners  aTore-^aid, 
shall  receive  at  the  rate  of  six^dolbirs  a  day.  for 
every  dav's  actual  attendance  on  the  duties  othis 
office^ subsequent  to,  the  first  day  of  January  next; 
Provided^  That  the  whole  an»>unt  of  compensa- 
tion thus  allowed,  shall  not,  for  any  commissioner, 
exceed  two  thousand  dollars :  Ana  Jyrovided^  also. 
That  the  President  of  the' United  States  may,  if 
he  shall  think  proper,  reduce,  after  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  the  number  of  commissioners  on 
either  or  both  boards,  to  one  or  two  persons,  and 
in  case  of  such  reduction  the  eommisaioner  01 
.  commissioners  constituting  the  board,  shall  have 
the  s^me  powers  which  ar%  vested  by  this  act,  or 
by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  in 
the  board  esublished  by  the  act,  to  which  this 
aet  is  a  •supplement.    The  clerk  of  each  of  the 
boards  shall  be  entitled  to  re<;eLve  at  the  rate  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year ;  the  tranaUtors  at 
the  rate  of  six  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  the 
ajgrents  employed  bv  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  rate  of  nfteen  hundred  dollars  a  year, 
from  the  first  day  of  January  next,  to  the  time 
when  each  board  shall  'respectively  be  dissolved. 
Provided^  That  00  more  than  one  year'»  compen- 
sation be  thus  allowed  to  ^achof  the  ^d  clerks, 
translators,  and  agents :  And  provided^  ate,  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  maf  discootinue 
ehher  one -or  both  of  said,  agents,  whenever  he 
shall  think  it  proper. 

Beo.  7.  Afitf  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
commissioners  appointed  for- tha  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining tlie.  lights  of  persons,  claiming  lairds  in 
the  Teiritories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana^  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized,  if  they  ^all  think  it 
necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining'  oral  evi- 
dence, either  in  support  of^  or  in  o|^K>sition  to 
claims,  which  evidence  could  not  be  given  at  the 
usual  place  of  their  sittings,  without  oppression 
to  the  parties  or  witnesses,  to  remove  their  sittings, 
or  to  send  for  that  purpose,  one  or.-more  members 
of  thf  board,  to  sucii  other  place  or  places^  within 
their  respective  districts,  aa.the^  muy  thins  neccs- 
aaty;  And  efkch  of  the  commissiooen  going  foe 
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that  purpose  to  soch  other  place  or  places,  shall) 
in  aaditioD  to  his  compensation,  receive  at  the 
rate  of  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles,  going 
to  and  returning  .from  such  place  or  places:  Pro- 
videdy  That  no  commissioner  shall  receive  in  the 
whole,  on  that  account,,  more  than  for  the  dis- 
tance, from  the  usual  place  of  the  sittings  of  the 
board  to  the  extreme  settlements  within  his  re- 
^>ective  district. 

Sbo,  8.  And  be  it  fiaihtr  emaeted,  That  each 
of  the  boards  aforesaid  shall  prepare,  and  cause  to 
be  prepared,  the  reports  and  transcripts,  which  by 
Imw  they  are  directed  ta  ma\»  to  the  Steretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  conformity  with  sneh  fornts  as 
he  may.pBeseribe;  and  they  shall, abo^  in  iheir 
several  proceedings  and  ilecisions^  conform  to  such 
instructions  as  the  said  Secretary  may,  wjth  the 
approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
tranetnit  to  them  in  relation  thereto. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  Jfwih^r  enacted^  That  the 
surveyor  of  the  public  lands  south  of  Tennessee 
be.  and  he  is  herebv  directed  to  appoint  a  princi- 
pal deputy  for  eacn  of  jlhe  two  land  districts  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  whose  duty  k  shall  be 
to  reside  and  keep  an  office  in  the  said  districts 
respectiyely,  to  execute,  or  cause  to  be  executed 
by  the  other  deputies,  such  surveys  as  have  been 
or  may  be  authorized  hj  law,  or  as  the  commis- 
sioners aforesaid  may  direct;  to  file  and  record  all 
such  surveys^  to  form,  as  ftr  as  practicable/con- 
nected  drafts  of  the  lands  granted  in  t'he  district, 
so  as  to  exhibit  the  lands  remaining  vacant,  and 
generally  to  perform  id  such  districts  respectively, 
in  conformity  with  the  regulations  ana  iostruc- 
tioDs  of  the  said  surveyor  of  the^  public  lands 
south  of  the  State  of  Temessee,  the  duties  im- 
posed b]r  law  on  said  surveyor.  And  each  of  the 
said  principal  deputies  shall  receive  an  annual 
compensation  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  in  ad- 
dition thereto,  the  following  fees,  that  is  to  say: 
for  examining  and  recording  the  surveys  exectlt^ 
by  any  of  the  deputies  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five 
cents  for  every  mile  of  the  boundary  line  or  such 
survey ;  and  for  a  certified  copy  of  any  plot  of  a 
survey  in  the  office,  twenty*five  cents. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  S(.ates  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized,  whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper, 
to  appoint  a  receiver  of  public  monevs  tat  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  who 
shall  receive  the  same  annual  compensation,  give 
security  in  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same 
sums,  aad  whose  duties  and  authorities  shall,  in 
every  respect,  be  the  same  in  relation  to  the  lands 
which  shall  hereafter  be  disposed  of  at  their  offices, 
as  arc  by  law  provided  with  respect  to  the  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys,  in  the  several  offices 
established  for  the  dif>posal  of  the  lands  pi  the 
United  States  north  of  the  river  Obio^  and  above 
the  mouih  of  Kentucky  river.  And  the  said  re- 
ceiver, and  the  register  of  the  land  office,,  for  the 
same  district,  shall,  whenever  the  public  lands 
within  the  same  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  commissions  and  fees,  which  are 
by  law  respectively  allowed  to  the  same  officers, 


north  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  above  the  mouth  of 
Kentucky  river. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  whenever 'he  shall  think  it  proper, 
.to  direct  so  much  of  the  public  lands  lying  in  the 
western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as 
shall  have  been  surveyed  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  sop- 
plementj  to  be  offered  for  sale.  Ail  such  land 
shall,  with  the  exception  of  the  section  *' number 
sixteen,''  which  shall  be  reserved  in  each  town- 
ship for  the  support  oC  schools  within  the  same ; 
with  the  exception,  also,  of  an  entire  township, 
to  be  located  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv, 
for  th^  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning,  and  witn 
the  exception,  also,  of  the  salt  springs^  and  land 
contieuoos  thereto,  which,  by  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  may  be  reserved 
for  the  future  disposal  of  the  said  States,  shall 
be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  under  the 
direction  of  the  register  of  the  land  office,  of  the 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  and  of  the  principal 
deputy  surveyor;  and  On  such  4&y  or  days,  as 
shall,  oy  a  public  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  be  designated  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  sales  shall  remain  open  for  three  weeks, 
and  no  longer;  the  land  shall  be  sold  for  a  price 
not  less  than  that  which  has  been,  or  may  be  fixed 
by  law,  for  the  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter* 
ritory;  and  shafl,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold  in 
tracts  of  the  same  size,  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  have  been,  or  may  be.  b^  law  pro- 
vided for  the  lands  sold  in  the  Mhnissippi  Terri* 
tory.  The  superintendents  of  th^  said  public 
sales  shall  receive  six  dollars  each,  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  safd  sales.  All  lands,  other 
thap  the  reserred  sections,  and  those  excepted  as 
above  mentioned,  remaining  unsold  at  the  closing 
of  the  public  sal^,  may  be  disposed  of  at  private 
sale  by  the  register  of  the  land* office,  in  the  same 
manner,  under  the  same  regulations,  for  the  same 
price,  and  on  the  same  terms  anci  conditions,  aa 
are,  or  m^y  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  Mississippi  Ter* 
ritory ;  and  patents  shall  be  obtained  for  all  lands 
granted  or  sold  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  the 
same  manner^  and  on  the  same  terms  as  are,  or 
may  be,  provided  by  law  for  lands  sold  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 

Sec'.  12.  And  be  ti  further  enacted^  That  the 
location,  or  locations  of  land,  which  may  be  made 
in  the  Territory  Qf  Orleans,  by  Maior  General  La- 
fayette, by  Tirtae  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is 
a  supplement,  shall  and  may  be  received,  though 
containing  less  than  one  thousand  acres.  Pro^ 
vided.  That  no  such  location  or  survey  shall  con- 
lain  less  than  tv^  hundred  acres. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  be  authorized  to  cause 
a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  seacoast  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missis* 
sippi  to  Vermillion  bay,  inclusively,  and  as  much 
farther  weitwiirdl]^  as  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  direct,  and  also  of  the  bays,  in- 
lets, and  Qavigable  waters  connected  therewith. 
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Provided,  That  the  expense  of  such  surrey  shall 
not  exceed  live  thousand  dollars. 

S£c.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollarsj- in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  apptopriated  by  the  act  to  which 
this  act  is  a  supplemeat,  and  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  unappropriated  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  carrying  this  act  into  effect. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  respecting  the  claims- to  land  in  the  Indiana 
Territoxy,  and  Stote  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enactedj  ^.,  That  the  registers  and  re- 
eeivers  of  public  moneys,  of  the  districts  of  Tin- 
cennes  and  Kaskaskias,  respectir^y,  be,  a»d  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretarj  of  tne  Treasury,  to  lay 
out  one  or  more  tracts  ol  land  in  their  respective 
districts,  for  the  purfwse  of  locating  therein  tracts 
of  land  granted  by  virtue  of  any  legal  French  or 
British  grants,  or  of  any  resolution  or  act  of  Con- 
gress, l^roviaedy  That  the  tracts  thus  laid  out 
shall  be,  whenever'  practicable,  adjoining  the 
tracts,  which,  in  conformity  with  former  laws, 
had  been  laid  out  for  similar  purposes  by  the 
Grovernors  of  the  Northwest  or  Inoiana  Territo- 
ries^ and  the  tracts  thus  laid  out  shall  not  be 
otherwise  disposed  of,  unless  by  order  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  ehacted^  That  any 
person  or  persons  entitled  to  grants  of  land  by 
virtue  of  any  former  resolution  or  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  are  not  specifically  designated  in  the 
patents  issued  by  the  GrovernOrs  aforesaid,  or 
which  have  not  yet  been  located,  shall  have  a 
right  to 'locate  the  same  in  the  tract  or  tracts,  to 
be  laid  out  in  each  district,  respectively  by  yirtue 
of  the  preceding  section ;  -  the  priority  of  such 
locationa  shall  be  determined  by  lot,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  rej^ister  of  the  land  office,  with  wnom 
the  location  shall  be  entered ;  and  the  Surveyor 
General  shall  cause  the  same,  to  be  surveved  at 
the  expense  of  the  pariies.  Provided,  Tnat  all 
the  lands  thus  located,  shall,  in  each  tract  laid  out 
for  that  purpose,  be  laid  out  in  a  body,  without 
leaving  any  intervals  of  vacant  land,  and  shall 
each  be  surveyed  in  the  form  of  a  square  or  of  a 
parallelogram,  the  length  of  which  shall  not  ex- 
ceed three  times  its  breadth. 

Sfec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
registers  and  receivers  aforesaid,  shall  complete 
and  transmit  their  reports  to  the  Secretary  ot  the 
Treasury,  before  the  first  day  of  December  next 
Elach  of  the  officers  shall  be  allowed  an  additional 
compensation  of  ^je  hundred  dollars^  and  each  of 
the  cler'ks  of  the  respective  boards  shall  he  allow- 
ed an  additional  compensation  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars^,  for  ins  services  as  such,  in  rela- 
tion to  such  claims. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  the 
district  of  Cincinnati  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  grant  certificates,  or  a  right  or  pre- 
emption to  any  person  residing  on  any  reserved 
section,  other  than  section  '^  number  sixteen,"  for 
the  tract  on  which  he  resides,  on  the  applicant's  | 


producing  satisfactory  evidence  that  kia  elaim 
was  within  the  provisions  of  the  seventh  section 
of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  makine  provbion  for 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes."  Providedf 
That  the  person  shtU  exhibit  the  evideitee  of  his 
claim,  and  sh^ll  have  paid  at  Itast  one  iwentieth 
part  of  the  purchase  money  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  August  next.  And  provided,  dtm^  That 
sack  eertificaies  ihall  not  be  gianied  £te  aay  lands 
previously  granted  or  sold,  or  for  a  laiser  trael 
than  a  qvarterof  a  seetion,  nor  for  «ny  ochor  traet 
than  that  on  which  he  nakleB,  and  aaeh  lands 
shall  begMLDted  ^t  the  sane  priee^  and  on  the  par- 
ments  being  mide,  at  for  otaier  pablie  laada  sold 
at  pivate  Mle. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  to  rsgnhlie  and  fix  the  rmnpenitiqa  of  daki^ 

and  t»  auOiorise  the  laying  out  of  certain  piMie 

roads,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments  shall  bc^ 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  tp  apportion  the 
compensations  for  clerks  in  their  respective  de- 
partments in  such  manner  as  the  services  to  be 
performed  shaiU,  in  their  judgment,  require :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  whole  amount  of  ordinary  com- 
pensations for  derks  in  the  said  denaxuneata,  re- 
spectively, shall  not  exceed  the  fouowiag  sums 
annuallv,  (hat  is  to  say :  ' 

For  the  Department  of  State^  seven  thousand 
one. hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  Treasury  Departinent,  forty-^onr  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and 
twenty-eight  cents^  that  fM  to  say :  in  the  ofl&oe  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasvaj^  ten  thonsaad  two 
hundred  and  ei^Cy-nine  dollars  and  eii^tv-one 
cenu;  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury^  nine  thousand  and  sixty  seven  doUars; 
in  the  office  of  the  Auditor,  eijght  thousand  eight 
hundced  and  eleven  dollars ;  in  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  two  thoosaad 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  forty-&ve 
cents ;  and  in  the  ofiUce  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasurv,  thirteen  thousand  two  hoiMredaad  for- 
ty-two dollars  and  two  cents. 

For  the  Dejmrtment  of  War,  sixteen  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty  dollars^  that  is  to  say :  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary,  six  thousand  three 
hundred  and  forty  dollars;  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  eight  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars ;  and  in  the  office  of  the 
Purveyor  df  Public  Supplies,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  twelve  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  dollars,  that  is  to  say :  in  the 
office  of. the  Secretary,  four  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars }  and  in  the  office  of  the  Aocoantant 
of  the  Navy  Department,  eight  thousand  dollars. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is^  autl\orized  to  appoint  such  number 
of  clerks  in  his  office  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  and 
to  apportion  their  compensations  in  such  manner 
as  the  services  to  be  rendered  by  each  shall,  in  his 
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judgment,  require:  Provided^   That  the  whole 
^  amotiDt  of  ordioanr  compeDsations  for  clerks  in 

the  said  office  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  nine 
I  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty^five  dollars  an- 

nually. 
\  Sic.  3.  AndbeUJwiherenackd,  That  the  Di- 

I  rector  of  the  Mint  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 

I  to  allow  to  one  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  of- 

,  fice  seren  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  and  the 

I  said  Director  is  hereby  authorized  to  expend  the 

^  further  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  tanually,  in 

^  dark  hire,  in  such  manner  aa  his  discretion  sha^l 

dictate.  And  the  Surveyor  Qeneral  is  hereby 
allowed  to  expend  twelve  nundred  dollars,  annu- 
ally, for  desrk  hire. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  Commissioner^  of  Loans 
in  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York, 
respectively,  not  exceeding  five  clerks,  at  the  rate 
of  five  hundred'  dollars  each,  per  annum;  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Loans  in  Uonnecticut,  not  ex- 
ceeding t^o  clerks,  at  the  .rate  of  four  hundred 
dollars  each,  per  annum ;  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Loans  in  Pennsylvania,  not  exceeding  six  clerks, 
at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  dollars  each, annually; 
to  the  Comn^fssioners  of  Loans  in  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina,  respeotivelv,  not  exceeding  two 
clerks,  at  the  rate  of  five  nundred  dollars  each, 
annually ;  the  aggregate  of  compensations  for 
clerks  employed  by  either  of  said  Commissioners 
to  be  apportioned  among  them  at  his  discretion. 
And  there  shall  be  annually  allowed,  in  lieu  of 
clerk  hire,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  th^ee  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loaqs  for  the 
State  of  Rbode  Island,  four  hundred  dollars ;  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  three  hundred  dollarr;  ^nd  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Loans  in  the  State  of  Maryland  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Siso.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
compensations  allowed  by  this  act  to  clerks  shall 
commence  with  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seven ;  aud  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretaries  for  the  Departments  of  Stat^,  Trea- 
suryi  War,  and  Navy,  and  of  the  Postmaster 
Oeneiml  and  Surveyor  Qeneral,  and  of  the  Com- 
miaaioners  of  Loans  in  the  several  Stales,  to  re- 
port to  Conffres^  at  the  beginning  of  eacn  year, 
the  names  of  the  clerks' they  have  employed,  re- 
spectively, in  the  .preceding  year,  and  the  sum 
given  to  each;  and^  whether  the  business  for 
clerks  increases  or  diminishes  in  rheir  respective 
departments,  that  Congress  may  be  enaoied  to 
make  further  arrangements  by  law  respecting 
cleik  hire.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  particularly  to  report  whe- 
ther the  business  in  the  loan  office  of  Pennsylva- 
nia shall,  from  year  to  year,  continue  to  reauire 
the  additional  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  allow* 
ed  by  this  act  for  cleric  hire,  in  consequence  of 
I  the  removal  of  the  Treasury  Office  from  Phiia- 
I  delphia,  in  eighteen  hundred,  to  the.  permanent 
i  seat  of  Qovernment ;  And  likewise  he  shall  report 
I  the  necessity,  i£  such  shaQ  continue,  of  employing 
(  9th  Con. 


clerks  on  the  business  belonging  to  the  office  of 
the  laie  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Thathere^ 
after,, in  case  of  the  removal  of  any  public  office, 
by  reason  of  sickness  which  may  prevail  in  the 
^wn  or  city  where  such  office  is  located,  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  cost  of  such  removal  shall 
be  laid  before  Congress  that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  judgfe  of  the  proper  sum  to  l>e  allowed  for  the 
same^ 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thut  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,,  authorized  to  cause  tp  be  opened  a  road  from 
the  frontier  of  Georgia  on  the  route  from  Athens 
to  New  Orleans,  till  the  same  intersects  the  thirty* 
first  degree  of  north  latitude :  Provided,  he  shall 
not  expend  more  than  six  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars  in  opening  the  same.  And  to  cause  to  be 
opened  a  road  or  roads  through  the  territory  late- 
Iv  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United  States,  from 
the  river  Mississippi  to  the  Ohio,  and  to  the  foi^ 
mer  Indian  boundary  line  which  was  established 
by  the  treaty  of  Greenville :  Provided,  he  shall 
not  expend  in  opening  the  sam^  more  than  six 
thousand  dollars.  And  to  cause  to  be  opened  a 
road  from  'Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
to  Natchez,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory :  Provi- 
ded, he  shall  not  expend  more  than  six  thousand 
dollars  in  opening  the  same. 

Sec.  d.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  to  de- 
fray the  expense  authorized  by  this  act  beyond 
the  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 
there  is  hereby  appropriated  a  sum  not  exoeeding 
twenty-eight  thousand  dollars,  payable  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted. And  that  the  act  entitled  *^An  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks."  which 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  M^rch,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  und  ninety-nine,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next  be.  and  the 
same  is,  hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  April  21,  .18Q6. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  snpport  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  on» 
thousand  eight  hl^ldred  and  six. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  d tiring 
the  year  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  aiyl  six,  the 
following  sums  be^  and  tne  same  are,  hereby  re- 
spectively appropriated,  that  is  to  fray : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  two  hundred  and  ninety-one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars. 

For  provisions,  one  hundred  and  fiftv  seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and 
thirty-four  cents. 

For  medicine,  instruments,  and  hospital  stores, 
seren  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  store  rent,  pay  of  armor- 
ers, freight,  and  other  contingent  expenses,  four 
hundi^ed  and  eleven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corpa 
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including  provisions  for  those  on  shore,  and  foniffe 
for  the  staff;  sixty-six  thousand  and  twenty-eight 
dollars  and  ten  cents. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  fourteen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars^ 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  medicine,  medical  services,  hospital  stores, 
and  all  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick  be- 
longing to  the  marine  corps,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  quartermaster's  and  barrackmaster's  stores, 
officers'  trayelling  expenses,  armorer's  and  car- 
penter's bills,  fuel,  premium  for  ehlisting,  musical 
instruments,  bounty  to  music,  and  other  contin- 
ftetiX  expenses,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fortv-five  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  navy  yardsj  docks,  and  other 
improvementSj  tjie  pav  of  superintendents,  store- 
keepers, clerks,  and  laborers,  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  ordnance,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  marine  barracks  at  the  citv 
of  Washington,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  sums  herein  specifically  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated.  ' 

Approved,  April  21,.  1806. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles  of  land 

in  the  town  of  Detroit  and  Territory  of  Michigan, 

and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,fc.,  That  the  Governor  and  the 
Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  shall  be, 
and  they,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  lay  out  a  town,  including  the  whole  of 
the  old  town  of  Detroit,  and  ten  thousand  acres 
adjacent,  excepting  such  TMirts  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  direct  to  be  reserved  for 
the  use  of  the  t  military  department,  and  shall 
hear,  examine,  and  finally  adjust  all  claims  to  lots 
therein,  and  give  deeds  for  the  same.  And  to 
every  person,  or  the  legal  representative  or  repre* 
sentatives  of  every  person,  who,  not  owing  or 
professing  alleeiance  to  any  foreign  Power,  and 
being  alx>ve  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  did^  on 
the  eleventh  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  five,  when  the  old  fown  of  Detroit 
was  burnt,  own  or  inhabit  a  house  in  the  same, 
there  shall  be  sranted  bv  the  Governor  and  the 
Judges  aforesaid,' or  any  tnree  of  them,  and  where 
they  shall  judffe  most  proper,  a  lot  not  exceeding 
the  quantity  of  five  thousand  square  feet. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
land  remaining  of  the  said  ten  thousand  acres, 
after  satisfying  claims  provided  for  by  the  prece^ 
ding  section,  shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  Gover- 
nor and  Judges  aforesaid,  at  their  discretion  to 
the  best  advantage,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to 
make  deeds  to  purchasers  thereof;  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  so  disposed  of  shall  be  applied 
by  the  Governor  and  Judges  aforesaid  towards 
building  a  court  house  and  jail  in  thetcwn.of 


Detroit,  and  the  said  Governor  and  Judges  are 
required  ,to  make  a  report  to  Congress,  in  writing, 
of  their  proceedings  under  this  act. 
Approved,  Aprir21, 1806. 


An  Act  making  a  further  i^propHation  towards  com- 
pleting the  south  wing  of  the  Gapito^  afr  the  cifty  of 
WairiUngton. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
forty  thousand  dollars  shall  ^be,  and  the-  same  is, 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  applied  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to- 
wards completing  the  south  wins  of  the  Capitol, 
at  the  city  of  Washington,  whic^  said  som  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


An  Act  to  amend,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioiied,  the 

"Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  impoitB 

and  tonnage.'' 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  so  much  of  the  ^*Act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage"  as  requires  the  collector  for  the  distriet 
of  Great  Egg  Harbor,  in  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, to  reside  at  Sotaers'  Point,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  repealed ;  and  the  said  collector  shall 
reside  at  such  place,  within  said  district,  as  may 
be  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
town  or  landing  plaVse  of  Darien,  on  the  Alata- 
maha  river,  in  the  State  of  Gedrgia,  shall  be  a 

g>it  of  delivery,  to  be  annexed  to  the  district  of 
runswick,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  samerega- 
lations  and  restrictions  as  other  ports  of  delivery 
in  the  United  States ;  and  a  surveyor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  reside  at  the  said  port  of  delivery,  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  hundred  dollars 
annual  salary,  together  with  the  other  emola- 
ments  of  office,  as  fixed  by  existing  laws. 

Seg.  3.  And  be  it  fuHher  enaOed,  That  Oera- 
cocke  inlet,  in  North  Carolina,  together  with  * 
Shell  Castle  and  Beacon  islands,  and  ail  the 
shores,  island^  shoals,  baysj  and  waters  within 
two  miles  of  the  shores  of  said  inlet,  on  each  side 
thereof,  shall  be  a  district,  to  be  called  the  distfict 
of  Ocracocke;  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  authorized  to  designate  sueh  place  in  the 
said  district  as  he  shall  tnink  proper  to  be  the 
port  of  entrjr ;  and  a  collector  for  said  district 
shall  be  appointed  to  reside  at  such  port  of  en  try. 
who,  in  addition  to  his  other  emoluments,  shall 
be.  entitled  to  receive  the  salary  now  allowed  to 
the  surveyor-of  Beacon  island,  and  no  otber ;  and 
shall  also  perform  the  duties  heretofore  eojoined 
by  law  on  the  said  surveyor;  hot  no  duties  shall 
be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  in  the  said  distnet 
of  Ocracocke,  on  any  articles  intended  for  any 
other  port  connected  wyith  the  wates  of  the  said 
inlet  of  Ocracockey  such  only  excepted  as  may 
be  castaway  within  the  said  district.  The  office  I 
of  snrvevor  of  Beacon  island  shall  be  henceforth 
abolished,  and  the  masters  or  commanders  of  ev- 
ery ship  or  venel  coming  in  at  Ocracocke  inlet, 
and  intending  to  unlade  her  cargo,  or  any  part 
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thereof,  at  any  port,  other  than  the  district  of 
Ocracocke,  eonnectea  with  the  waters  of  the  said 
inlet,  as  Well  Us  the  masters  or  commanders  of 
all  lighters  or  coasting  veesels,  who  shall  receive 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  to  be  transported  ta 
any  such  port,  shall  be  bound  to  exhibit  their  re- 
ports and  manifests  to  the  said  collector,  and  to 
perforn^  all  the  other  duties  which,  by  the  eigh- 
teenth section  of  the  act  entitled  '^An  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  oollectipn  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage,]' they  are  now  bound  to  perform^  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  in  the  inlet  aforesaid. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  a<}t,  entitled  "  An  act  regpila- 
ting  the  grants  of  land  and  providing  for  the  dunpoaal 
of  the  Unds  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  whenever  any  person 
who  shall  have  received  pre-emption  certificates 
from  either  of  the  Boards  of  Commissioners,  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rights 
of  persons  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
shall,  by  a  final  judgment  or  decree  of  the  highest 
court  of  law,  or  equity,  in  which  ^,  decision  could 
be  had,  within  the  said  Territory,  rendered  in  favor 
of  another  person  claiming  by  virtue  of  a  British 
patent^  lose  the  whole  or  part  of  the  tract  Of  land 
to  which  he  was  entitled  by  virtue  of  such  certi- 
ficate, it  shall  be  lawful  for  t|ie  receiver  of  pubUc 
moneys  forthe  district  where  the  land  lies,  to  repay 
to  such  person  or  his  assigns^  so  much  of  the  pur- 
chase money  as  has  been  paid  by  him  for  the  land 
thus  recovered,  by  the  holder  of  the  British  patent. 
In  all  cases  where  only  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land, 
to  which  any  person  may  be  entitled  by  virtue  of 
a  certificate  granted  by  the  commissioners  afore- 
said, is  abo  claimed  by  the  holder  of  a  British  pat- 
ent, a  patent  may  issue  in  favor  of  the  owners  of 
such  certificate,  tor  so  much  of  such  tract  of  land 
as  is  not  claimed  by  virtue  of  such  British  patent : 
'Provided,  That  he  shall  in. every  other  respect 
have  complied  with  the.  provisions  of  the  acu  of 
Congress^ regulating  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory.    And  the  lands  contained  in 
Britiso  grants,  which  have  been  duly  recorded  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  former  law& 
and  for  which  certificates  have  not  been  granted 
by  commissioners  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  disposed 
of  untU  otherwise  directed  by  Congress.  . 

Sbc.2»  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  persons 
entitled  Jto  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  by  virtue  c^  certificates 
granted  by  either  of  th«  Boards  of  Commissioners 
aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  till  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  to 
make  the  first  payment  of  the  purchase  monev  of 
such  lands :  Abd  if  any  such  person  shall  neglect 
to  make  such  first  payment,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  tnousand  eight  hundred  and 
seven,  his  right  of  pre-emption  shall  cease  and  be- 
come void. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  each  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  claims 
to  lands  in  tl^a  abovementioned  Territory,  west  of 
Pearl  river,  shall  be  aUowed  at  the  rate  of  six  dol- 


lars for  every  day  he  shall  attend,  subsequent  to 
the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousana  ei^t  hundred 
and  six :  Provided,  That  such  additional  allow- 
ance shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  for  each 
commissioner ;  and  the  agent  appointed  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States  for  the  said  Board  shall  be 
allowed  an  additional  compensation  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  for  the  whole  of  his  services. 
And  the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys 
in  each  of  the  districts  of  the  above  mentioned 
Territory^  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
in  their' districts,  respectively,  and  after  the  disso- 
lution of  the  board  of  commissioners  for  their  dis- 
trict, to  regulate  the  location  of  any  tract  of  land 
lying  within  such  district,  for  which  a  certificate 
shall  have  been  granted  by  the  commissioners, 
whenever  it  shall  appear  that  the  location  speci- 
fied in  such  certificates,  interfere  with  each  other, 
or  do  not  include  the  improvements,  by  virtue  ot 
which  such  certificates  were  granted :  Provided, 
That  the  -said  register  and  receiver  shall  not  be 
authorized  to  allow  any  location  on  land  not  im- 
. proved  and  settled,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
former  acts  of  Congress,  regulating  the  grants  of 
land  in  the  abovementioned  Territory ;  nor  to  al- 
low, in' any  case,  a  greater  quantity  of  land  than 
had  been  allowed  by  the  co'mmissioners. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  Enacted,  That  when- 
ever it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  reg- 
ister and  receiver  of  the  district  east  of  Pearl  riy- 
er^  that  the  settlement  and  occupancy,  by  virtue 
of  which  a  pre-emption  certificate  had  been  grant- 
ed by  the  commissioiiers,  had  been  made  and  ta- 
ken place,  prior  to  the  30th  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  they 
shall  be  authorized  to  grant 'to  the  party  a  dona- 
tion certificate,  in  lieu  of  such  pre-emption ;  and 
the  patent  shall  issue  as  in  other  cases  of  donations : 
Protided,  That  application  shall  be  made  for  such 
an  exchange,  and  evidence  produced  of  the  date 
of  such  settlement  and  occupancy,  on  or  before 
the  31st  day  of  December  nett. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
right  of  the  United  Slates  to  all  the  land  lying  be- 
tween the  front  street  of  the  city  of  Natchez  and 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by 
north  fourth  street,  and  the  land  granted  to  Stephen 
Minor,  and  on  the  south,  by  the  knds  annexed  to 
the  old  fort,  and  those  granted  to  William  BarUnd, 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  forever  vested  in  the 
corporation  of  said  dty,  so  as  not  to  afiect  the  le- 
gal or  equitable  claims  of  any  individuals,  or  of 
any  body  politic,  or  corporate,  if  any  such  there  be: 
Provided,  That  the  said  land,  as  above  described, 
be  neither  cultivated  nor  occupied  by  buildings, 
but  that  it  be  planted  with  trees,  and  preserved  as 
a  common,  for  the  use,  comfort,  and  htelth  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  aforesaid,  and  all  other  per- 
sons who  may  occasionally  resort  thither. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  section  No.  16,  shall  fall  upon  land  already 
granted,  by  virtue  of  any  apt  of  Congress,  or  claim- 
ed by  virtue  of  a  British  grant,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  locate  another  section,  in  lien 
thereof,  for  the  use  of  schools,  which  location 
shall  be  made  in  the  same  township,  if  there  bt 
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any  other  vacant  section  therein,  and  otherwise,' 
in  an  adjoining  township. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  Rieh- 
ard  Sparks  be  permitted  to  enter  with  the  register 
of  the  land  office  for  the  district  west  of  rear! 
river,  his  claim  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land,  lying  within  said  district;  and  that  Rich- 
ard S.  Bryan,  and  George  Brewer,  senior,  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  with  the  register  or  the  land  office 
for  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  their  certificate 
of  a  right  of  pre-emption  for  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  lying  within  the  district  last 
mentioned :  and  such  entry  of  the  claim  of  the 
said  Richard  Sparks  shall  have  the  same  effect,  as 
if  it  had  be^n  made  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and 
such  entry  of  the  certificate  of  the  said  Richard 
8.  Bryan  and  George  Bre\^er,  senior,  shall  have 
the  same  effect  as  if  it  had  been  made  within  three 
months  from  the  time  it  was  issued. 

Approved.  April  21,  1806.         ^ 

An  Act  for  fortifybg  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  building  gunboats. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  a  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  .appropriated,  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  to  be. 
better  fortified  and  protected. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  I'hat  a  sum 
of  money,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollaris,  in  addition  to  the  sums  hereto- 
fore appropriated,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  built  and  completed  a 
number  of  eunboats,  not  exceeding  fifty,  for  the 
protection  of  the  harbors,  coasts,  and  commerce  of 
the  United  States ;  and  the  President  is  hereby 
authorized  to  officer,  man,  and  eouip,  any  part,  or 
all  of  said  gunboats,  when  he  shall  judge  the  same 
expedient,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  a  sum 
not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  defray  any  expense  which  may 
be  incurred  by  officering,  manning,  and  equipping 
gunboats,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  direct  any  of 
the  armed  vesse]^<;  of  the  United  States  to  be  ^old, 
whenever  he  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  said  ves- 
sel is  so  much  out  of  repair,  that  it  will  not  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  repair  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
several  sums  of  money  hereby  appropriated  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury ,t)f  the 
United  States,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


An  Act  f<Hr  ^atabUshing  trading-hpnies  with  the  Indian 
tribes. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  establish 
irmding^hottses  at  such  posts  and  places  on  the 
fMmtiers,  or  in  the  Indian  country,  on  either  or 


both  sides  of  the  Mississippi  river,  as  he  shaH 
judge  most  eon?enient  for  the  purpose  oi  carry- 
ing on  a  liberal  trade  with  the  several  Indian  na- 
tions, within  the  United  States,  or  their  terri- 
tories. 

Set.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  authorized 
to  appoint  a  saperintendent  of  Fndian  trade,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  purchase  and  take  ehar;ge  of 
all  goods  intended  for  trade  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions aforesaid,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  sueh 
places  as  he  shall  "be  directed  by  the  President. 
And  he  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  faith- 
fully to  execute  the  trust  committed  to  him,  and 
that  he  will  not  directly,  or  indirectly,  be  con- 
cerned, or  interested  in  any  trade,  commerce,  or 
barter^  but  on  the  public  account ;  and  he  shall 
also  give  bond,  in  the  penal  sum  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  sufficient  security,  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Secretary  bf  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  truly  and  honestly  to  account  for 
all  the  n&6ney,  good^  and  other  property,  what- 
ever, which  shall  come-  into  his  hands^  or  for 
which  in  good  faith  he  ought  ^o  to  account,  and 
to  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this 
act ;  and  his  accounts  shall  be  made  op  quarter 
yearly,  and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  trade  jshall  receive  an  an- 
nual salary  of  two  thousand  dollars,  payable  quar- 
ter yearly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  furfhSr  enacted  That  the 
President  of ^  the  United  States  shall  be  aathor- 
ized  to  appoint  an  agent  for  each  trading-hoose 
established  under  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and 
every  such  age^t  shall  aire  bond  with  sufficient 
security  in  such  sum  as  the  President  shall  direct, 
truly  and  honestly  to  account  for  ail  the  money, 
good^,  and  other  property,  whatever,  whieh  shali 
come  into  his  hands,  and  for  which  he  ou|^ht  so 
to  account,  and  to  perform  all  the  duties  required 
of  him  by  this  act. 

Sec  5.  And  be  itfixrUier  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  said  agents  to  reedve, 
from  the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  and  dis* 
p<fte  of,  in  trade  with  the  Indian  nations  aforesaid, 
sueh  goods  as  may  be  transmitt^  to  him  by  the 
said  superintendent,  to  he  received  and  disposed 
of  as  aforesaid,  according  to,  the  rules  and  ardeia 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
prescribe;  and  every  such  agent  shall  take  an  oath 
or  affirmation,  faithfully  to  execute  the  trust  com- 
mitted to  him ;  and-  that  he  will  no^  directly  or 
indirectly,  be  concerned  or  interested  in  any  trade, 
commorce  or  barter,  but  on  the  pohUc  necoont, 
and  he  shall  render  an  account  quarter  yearly  to 
the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  of  ali  money, 
goods,  and  other  property  whatsoever,  which 
shall  be  transmitted  to  him,  or  which  shall  come 
into  his  hands,  or  for  which,  in  good  &ith,  he 
ought  to  account;  and  he  shali  transmit  dapli- 
eates  of  his  accounts  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  Of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
saperintendent  of  Indian  trade,  the  agenta,  tkeix 
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clerks,  or  other  pmons  employed  by  them,  shall 
not  be,  directly  or  indirectly,  concerned  in  export- 
ing to  a  foreiffn  country  any  ^leltQes  or  furs,  be- 
loDging  to  the  United  States,  or  interested  in  carry- 
ing on  the  business  of  trade  or  commerce,  on  their 
own,  or  any  other  than  the  public  account,  or  take 
or  apply  to  his  or  their  own  use,  any  emolument 
or  gain  for  negotiatilig  or  transacting  any  business 
or  trade,  during  his  or  their  appointment,  agency 
or  employment,  other  than  provided  by  this  act, 
or  excepting,  for,  dr  on  aceonnt  of  the  United 
States.  And  if  any  such  person  shall  offend 
against  an  v  of  the  prohibitions  aforesaid,  he  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall, 
upon  conviction,  thereof,  forfeit  to  the  United 
8tat^  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thoueand  db(lars, 
and  shall  be  removed  from  such  office,  affeacy,  or 
employment,  and  forever  thereafter  be  incapable 
of  hold  log  any  office  under  the  United  Sutes: 
Prwkted,  That  if  any  person,  other  than  a  pub- 
lic prosecutor,  shall  give  information  of  any  such 
offence,  upon  which  a  prosecution  and  conviction 
shall  be  had,  jone  hair  of  the  aforesaid  penalty, 
when  received,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  pepon 

S ivinasachMormA^an:  Arulpr&ndedako,  That 
'  sueh  misdemeanor  be  committed  by  the  super- 
intendent of  Indian  trade,  or  by  any  agent,  it  snail 
be  deemed  a  breach  of  the  condition  of  his  Bond, 
and  the  peoahy  thereof  mmj  be  recovered  in  any 
court  havioff  competent  jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Sflo.  7.  And  be  it  Jwiheir  emicted,  That. the 
prices  of  goods  supplied  to,  and  to  be  paid  for,  by 
the  Indians,  shall  be  regulated  in  such  manner, 
that  the  capital  stock,  furnished  by  the  United 
States,  shall  not  be  diminished. 

Ssc.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  during 
the  continuaiice  of  this  ^ act,  the  anmul  sipm  of 
three  thousand  doUara  be,  and  the  samens  hereby, 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  tlu 
aaperinteodent-  of  Indian  trade  and  hk  clerks,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Stales,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sfio.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That^  during 
th«  continuance  of  this,  act,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
draw  annually,  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  applied  under  his  direction  to  the  payment 
of  the  agents  and  clerks;  which  agents  shall  be 
allowed  to  draw  out  of  the  public  supplies  two 
rations  each,  and  each  clerk  one  ration  per  day. 

Sfic.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
including  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated,  and 
applied  to  the  like  purpose,  and  exclusive  of  the 
saperintendeot  of  ladiaa  trade  and  of  the  allow- 
ances to  agents  and  clerks,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  nations, 
in  the  manner  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sao.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 

3;ent  or  agents,  their  clerks,  or  other  person  era- 
oyed  by  them,  shall  purchase  or  receive  from 
any  Indian  in  the  way  of  tfade  or  barter,  any  gan, 


or  other  article  commonly  used  in  hunting;  any 
instrument  of  husbandry  or  cooking  utensil,  of  the 
kind  usually  obtained  by  Indians  in  their  inter- 
course with  white  poople,  or  any  article  of  cloth- 
ing, exceptfog  skins  or  furs,  he  or  they  shall  re- 
spectively forfeit  the,  sum  ot  one  hundred  dollars 
for  each  offence,  to  be  recbvered  by  action  of  debt, 
in  the  name  and  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases: 
Premaed^  That  no  suit  shall  be  commenced  ex- 
cept in  the  State  or  Territory  within  which  the 
cause  of  action  shall  have  arisen,  or  in  which  the 
defendant  may  reside.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of^the  superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  or  of  the 
superintendents  of  Indian  aflhir^  and  their,  depu- 
ties respectively,  to  whom,  information  of  every 
such  onence  shall  be  ffiven,  to  collect  the  remiistte 
evidence,  if  attainable,  to  prosecute  the  offender 
without  delays 

Sac.  IS.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  it 
shall  be  the  dotv  of  the  said  superintendent  of 
Indian  tradC)  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  td  cause  the  said  furs  and 
peltry  to  be  sold  at  ptiblic  auction,  public  notice 
whereof  shall  be  given  three  weeks  previous  to 
such  sale,  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States, 
making  an  equal  distribution  of  the  same,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  demand  of  the  market,  and  as  maf 
oe  deemed  most  ad  vantageous  to  t^e  United  Stales, 
and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be 
prescribed  bv  the  Secretary  of  War :  Provided^ 
That  there  shall  not  be  less  than  six  annual  pub- 
lic sales,  of  the  said  forrs  and  peltry,  and  that  the 
superintendent  of  the  Indian  V<ide  shall  not  hold 
more  than  two  nuch  sales  in  any  State,  during 
any  one  year. 

Sbc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  for  and  during  the  term  of 
three  years,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  ftr  the  punishment  of  counlerlatiBg  the  cur- 
rent cMn  of  the  United  States,  and  ibr  other  ^• 
poses. 
,  Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  if  any  person  shall 
falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  pro- 
cure to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited, 
or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  makiag,  fbrg- 
ioffj  or  counterfeiting,  ahy  gold  or  silver  coins, 
which  have  beenj  or  which  hereafter  shall  be, 
coin^  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  or  wbo 
shaU  folsely  make,,  forge,  or  coiunterfeit,  or  cause 
or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counter- 
feited, or  willingly,  aid  or  assist  in  falsely  making, 
forging,  or  counterfeiting  any  foreign  gold  or  silver 
coins,  which,  by  law  now  are  or  hereafter  shall 
be  made  current,  or  be  in  actual  use  ^nd  etrcu- 
latioa  as  money  within  the  United  Sutes ;  or 
who  shall  utter,  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or  coun- 
terfeited coins  of  gold  or  silver,  a.s  aforesaid,  for 
the  payment  of  money,  with  intention  to  defraud 
any  person  or  persons,  knowing  the  same  to  he 
falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited ;  any  sueh 
person,  so  offendidg,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  b^ing  Ihdreof  convicted,  ac- 
oorduig  to  the  doe  form  dr  law,  shall  be  acntaneed 
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to  imprisonmeDt,  and  kept  at  hard  labor,  for  a  pe- 
riod not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten 
years;  or  shall  be  imprisoned  pot  ezceedinff  five 
years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  sfaiall  import  or  bring  from  any  foreign 
place  into  the  United  States,  any  f^lse,  forged,  or 
counterfeit  gold  or  silver  coins,  which  are  by  law 
made  current,  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circulation, 
as  money,  within  the  United  States^  with  the  in- 
tent to  utter,  or  make  payment  with  the  same, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counterfeited;  or  who  shall  utter,  as  true,  any 
such  false,  forced,  or  counterfeited,  coins  of  gold 
or  silver,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  payment  of  money, 
with  intention  to  defraud  any  person  or  persons, 
knowinff  the  same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or 
counterfeited,  the  person  so  oilending  snail  be 
deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  being  thereof  con- 
ricted,  according  to  due  course  of  law,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  imprisonment,  and  kept  at  hard  la- 
bor, for  a  period  not  less  than  (wo  years,  nor  more 
than  eight  years ;  or  shall  be  imprisoned  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years,*  and  fined  not  exceeding  four 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  fraudulently,  and  for  gain's  sake,  by 
any  art,  way,  or  means  whatsoever,  impair,  dimii^- 
ish,  falsifj,  scale,  or  lighten  the  sold  or  silver 
coins,  which  have  been,  or  which  shall  hereafter 
be  coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States ;  or 
any  foreign  gold  or  silver  coins,  which  are  by 
law  made  current,  or  are  in  actual  use  and  circu- 
lation as  money  within  the  United  States,  every 
person  so  offending  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  he  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  two  years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained,  shall  be  construed  to  de- 

Srive  the  courts  of  the  individual  States  of  juris- 
iction,  under  the  laws  of  the  several  Stktes,  over 
offences  made  punishable  by  this  act. 
Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  to  repeal  00  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  author- 
izes the  receipt  of  evid^oes  of  the  Public  Debt,  in 
payment  for  ihe  lands  of  the  United  States^  and  for 
other  purposes,  relative  to  th$  Pablic  Debt 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  so  much  of  any  act  or 
acts  as  authorize  the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the 
public  debt,  in  payment  for  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  shall,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  be  re- 
pealed :  Provided,  That  the  right  of  all  who  may 
nave  purchased  public  lands  previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  thi?  act,  to  pay  for  the  same  in  stock,  shall 
in  nowise  be  affected  or  impaired :  Andproirided, 
Jurther,  That  there  shall  be  allowed  on  every 
payment  made  in  money,  at  or  before  the  same, 
shall  fall  due,  for  lands  purchased  before  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  April,.one'  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six,  in  addition  to  tho  discounts  now  allowed 
by  law.  a  deduction  equal  to  the  difference  at  the 
time  or  such  payment,  between  the  market  price 
of  six  per  eenu  stock  and  the  nominal  value  of  its 


unredeemed  amount,  which  market  price  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  stated  by.  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  officers  of  the  several  land  offices. 

Sec;  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Commissioners  of  the  ^nkinf  Fund  shall  not  be 
authorized  to  purchase  an^  of  the  several  species 
of  the  public  debt,  at  a  higher  pricei  than  at  the 
rates  following,  that  is  to  say :  tney  shall  not  pay 
more  for  three  per  cent,  stock  than  sixty  per  cent, 
of  its  nominal  value ;  nor  for  any  other  species  of 
the  public  debt  more  than  the  nominal  value  of 
its  unredeemed  amount,  the  eight  per  cent,  stock 
only  excepted  ;  for  which  they  shall  be  author- 
ized, in  addition  thereto,  to  give,  at  the  rate  of  one 
half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  said  nominal  valae^ 
for  each  quarterly  dividend  which  may  be  paya- 
ble on  such  purchased  stock,  from  tn^  time  of 
such  purchase  to  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Thatsottinch 
of  any  act  as  directs  that  purchases  of  the  public 
debt,  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
shall  be  made  within  the  thirty  days  next  ensuing 
aft&r  each  day  on  which  a  quarterly  payment  of 
intf  rest  on  the  debt  of  the  United  States  shall  be- 
come due,  and  also  so  much  of  any  act  as  directs 
that  the  said  purchases  shall  be  made  by  open  pur- 
chase or  by  -sealed  proposals,  be,  and  the  tame 
hereby  is,  repealed.  And  the  said  Oommisaionecs 
are  hereby  authorized  to  maka  such  pnTchases. 
under  the  restrictions  laid  by  the  preceding  sec- 
tion, in  sUch.  manner,  and  at  such  times  and  places 
as  they  shall  deem  most  eligible ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose to  appoint  a  known  a^ent  or  agents,  to  whom 
they  mav  allow  a  commission,  not  exceeding  one- 
fburtji  or  one  per  cent,  on  the  respective  purchases 
of  such  a|^ent8.~>[ Approved,  April  18, 1806. 

An  Act  for  erecting  certain  light^houses  in  the  State  of 

MaMachosetts ;  for  building  a  beacon,  or  pier,  at 

Bridgejport  in  the  State  of  Connecticut ;  and  §n  fixing 

buoys  m  Pamlico  Sound,  ia  the  State  of  North 

Carolina. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  cause  to  be  erected  the  following  light- 
houses in  the  State  of  Massachusetts : 

One  on  Franklin  island,  at  the  month  of  St. 
George's  river,  in  the  district  of  Maine. 

One  on  West  Passamaquoddy  head,  at  the  en- 
trance into  the  bay  and  harbor  of  rassamaqaoddy, 
in  the  district  of  Maine. 

And  a  double  light-house  at  or  near  Chathank 
harbor,  on  the  back  of  Cape  Cod. 

Provided  sufficient  land  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  said  light-houses  can  be  obtained  at  reason- 
able prices,  and  the  Leg:islature  of  Aiassacbosetts 
shall  cede  the  jurisdiction  over  the  same  to  the 
United  States,  And  the  Seoretarv  of  the  Trea- 
sury is  hereby  authorized  to  agree  lor  the  Varies, 
or  wages,  of  the  persons  who  may  be  appointed  by 
the  President  for  the  superintebdence  and  care  of 
said  light-houses,  and  otherwise  to  provide  for  the 
same,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Stat^. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treaaary  be,  and  he  is  hereby^  re- 


1293 


APPENDIX. 


1294 


Public  Acta  of  Congreaa. 


quired  to  cause  a  beacon,  or  pier,  to  be  erected  near 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor  of  Bridgeport  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut;  and  to  cause  buoys  to  be  fixed  on 
Bluff Shoali  Royal  Shoal,  Northwest  Straddle,  and 
Southwest  Straddle,  in  the  waters  of  Pamlico 
Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be  appropriated,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  erect- 
ing each  of  the  aforesaid  lignt-houses,  the  sum  of 
fiye  thousand  dollars ;  for  the  expense  of  erecting 
the  said  beacon,  or  pier,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars;  and  for  the  expense  of  fixing  the  said 
buoys^  one  thousand  dollara,tobe  paid, respectively, 
out  of  any  monev  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. — [Approved,  April  21, 1806* 

An  Ad  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *'An  set  to 
extend  iunidiction  in  certain  cases  to  ^e  Temtorial 
Courts.'' 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  providing  compensation 
for  the  marshals,  clerks,  attornies.  jurors,  and  wit- 
nesses, in  the  courts  of  the  Uniteii  States,  and  to 
repeal  certain  pans  of  the  acts  therein  mentioned, 
and  for  other  purposes,''  passed  February  the 
twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  extended 
to  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  so  frr  as  the 
said  act  may  relate  to  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain 
cases  to  the  Territorial  couru,"  passed  March  the 
third,  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  five,  ex- 
cepting that  the  clerks  of  the  said  Territorial 
courts  shsjl  not  receive  the  additional  five  dollars 
per  day,  allowed  to  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  by  the  thitd  section  of  the  act  first 
above  roentionea. — [Approved,  April  18, 1806. 

An  Act  making  appTopriations  for  canying  into  effect 
certain  Indian  treaties. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying  into  effect  a  treaty  between,  the  United 
States  and  the  Delawares,Fotawatamies.  Miamies, 
Eel  river  and  Weas,  holden  at  Qrouseland,  near 
Vincennes,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  six  hundred  dollara  is  hereby  appropri- 
ated, to  be  paid  to  the  said  tribes,  annually,  as  fol- 
lows :  to  the  Miamiesj  six  hundred  dollars ;  to  the 
Eel  river  tribe,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  to 
the  Weas,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  which 
several  annuities  shall  be  permanent :  and  to  the 
Potawatamies,  annually,  for  the  term  of  ten  years, 
and  no  longer,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars^in 
addition  to  former  annuities. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Wyandot,  Ottawa, 
Munsee  and  Delaware,  S  ha  wan  ee,  and  Potawa- 
tami  nations,  holden  at  Fort  Industry,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  Jul V,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five, 
the  annual  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollar^  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  tWo  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  hold- 


en at  Tellico,  on  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
seventh  days  of  jOctober,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  five,  a  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars,  and  the  further  annual  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  a  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation  of 
Indians,  concluded  at  the  eity^  of  Washington,  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  Noveinber,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  five^  a  sum  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  annuallv;  for  eight  years,  and  the  sum  of 
eleven  thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  the  term  of 
ten  yeai's,  next  thereafter  succeeding,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  sums  apptopriated  by  this  act,  snail  be  paid 
out  of  any  monev  m  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated.— [Approved,  April  21, 1806. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 'of  the 

M^taiy  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for  the 

year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six ;  for  the  Indian  Department,  and  for 
the  expense  of  fortifications,  arsenals,  mafi;azine8, 
and  armories,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  are  respectively  appropriated:  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  pav  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
three  hundred  and  two  thousand,  five  hundred  ana 
fifty-six  dollars : 

For  forage,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight 
dollars : 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  army  and  corps  of 
engineers,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand 
nine  hunared  and  ninety-four  dollars,  five  cents: 

For  clothing,  eigbty-dve  thousand  dollars: 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  fifteen  thousand 
dollars : 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  departments,  twelve 
thousand  dollars: 

For  camp  equipage,  fuel,  tools,  and  transporta- 
tion, eighty-five  tnousand  dollars: 

For  fortifications,  arsenals,  magazines  and  ar- 
mories, two  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  five 
hundred  and  forty  two  dollars,  five  cents : 

For  purchasing  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instru- 
ments, one  thousand  &Ye  hundred  dollars : 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, eighteen  thousand  dollars : 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  command- 
ants in  Louisiana,  six  thousand  and  sixty-sij  dol- 
lars, sixty-seven  cents : 

For  the  Indian  Department,  ninety-six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
be  paid  and  discharged,  first,  out  of  any  balance 
remaining  uoexpenoed  of  former  appropriations 
for  the  ^pport  of  the  Military  Establishment; 
and,  secondly,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  18, 1806. 
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An  Aet  further  to  alter  and  Mtablish  certain  poet  roade ; 
and  foi  other  purpoeee. 

.  Be  it  enactedj  f  c,  That  the  following^  post 
roads  shall  be  discontiDued:  From  Dixon's  Spring 
to  Lebanon,  in  Tennessee ;  and  from  Raleigh,  by 
Haywood,!  Chatham  Court-house,  and  Chapel  Hill 
to  Hillsborough,  in  North  Carolina. 

2.  Sec.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing post  roads  be  established : 

In  Mdssackusetts— From  Granville,  through 
Bandisfield  and  New  Marlborough,  to  Stockbridge; 
«nd  from  Rochester,  by  Middleborough,  East  Meet- 
ing House,  to  East  Bridgewater ;  from  Brookfleld, 
through  Brimfield,  in  Massachusetts,  to  Stafford 
Springs,  and  thence  to  Tolland,  in  Connecticut. 

In  the  District  of  Afotn^— From  Brewer's  to 
Plantation  number  fi?e.  From  Vassalborougli, 
through  Fairfax,  Unity,  Collegetown,  to  Hamden. 
From  Buckfield,  through  Hartford,  to  Lirermore  \ 
and  from  New  Milford,  through  Ballston,  Paler- 
mo, and  DavistowD,  to  Belfast.    • 

In  Fer^notrf— From  Royalton,  through  Tun- 
bridge,  Chelsea,  and  Vershire,  to  CorintC. 

In  Cormecticut— From  Ponafret.  through  Glou- 
cester, to  Proyidence,  in  Rhode  Island. 

In  New  York— From  the  town  of  Cherry  Valley, 
through  Sprinfffield,  Richfield,  and  Bridgewater, 
to  Sangersfie.ld;  and  from  Harrisbuino^.  through 
Williamstown,  Ogdensburg,  Potsdam,  Unautagay, 
to  Plattsburg.  From  Rome,  through  Redfield, 
Adams,  by  Smith's  Mills  to  Sacket  Hlirbor,  anp 
from  thence  to  Chemangh.  From  Bath,  through 
Canistiotown,  Danville,  and  Williamsburg  to 
Hartford ;  and  from  Onandago  to  the  village  of 
Oswego  in  Lysander ;  and  a  cross  post  from  West 
Hampton,  to  River  Head.  From'New  Lebanon, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  by  Hancock,  Richmond, 
Lennox,  Lee,  Becket,  Loudon,  and  Sandisfield,  in 
Massachusetts,  to  New  Hartford  in  Conneotictit. 

In  New  Jersey— From  Belvidere  to  Strouds- 
bui^,  in  Pennsylvania. 

jn  Pennsylvama^From  Berlin,  through  Salis- 
buryi  to  Cumberland.  From  Greensburgh  to  Kit- 
unning^  from  Tuckhannock,  to  Chenango  Point 
in  New  York;  and  from  Greensburg,  through 
Mount  Pleasant,  Robbstown,  and  Williamsport,  to 
Washington ;  and  from  Washington,  through  Al- 
exandria, to  Wheeling.  From  Gettysburg,  through 
Millerstown,  Nicholson's  Ghip,  and  Waynesburg, 
to  Green  Castle. 

In  Delaware— From  the  village  of  Christiana, 
through  Newark,  to  Stratsburg  in  Pen nsy Cyan iaj 
and  from  Georgetown,  through  Concord,  to  Laurel. 

In  Maryland — The  post  road  from  Vienna,  in 
Dorchester  county,  to  Snow  Hill,  in  Worchester 
county,  and  thence  returning  to  Viennm  maj^,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  be  so 
altered  as  td  pass  over  Wicomico.  Lower  Ferry 
and  duantico  Mills:  Provided.  No  additional 
expense  in  transporting  the  mail  shall  be  incurred 
thereby. 

In  Virginia— From  Lynchburgh  to  Lexington. 
From  Waterford  to  Sniker's  Gap,  by  the  stores 
of.  Robert  Bradeu  and  Jesse  Janny,  and  from 
thence  to  Upperville,  and  to  return  by  Israel 


Jauny's  MiH.  From  Wythe  Coort-boase,  by 
Tazewell  Court-house,  Rnssel  Court-house,  Lee 
Court'hoQse,  to  Robinson's  MiUs.  And  from 
Madison  Court-house  to  Stannardsrille.  The  post 
road  from  Mauohester  to  Colesville,  shall  pan,  by 
Chesterfield  Court-house  and  Spring  HilL 

In  North  Carotmor^From  Averysboroogrh  by 
Haywood,  Chatham  .Court-house,  to  cross  Haw 
river  near  Jones's  Ferry,  to  Hillsborough.  Fron 
Raleigh,  by  Chapel  Hill,  to  Hillsborongb.  From 
Wilmington,  throoj^h  Conwayborough^  to  Gteore- 
town,  in  South  Carolina;  and  from  Wtlksborongh 
to  Ashe  Court-bouse. 

In  South  Carolina— From  Portaferiy,  to  Con- 
way borough;  and  from  Portsferry,  by  fiSarioa 
Court-house,  to  Thomas  Harley's. 

In  Georgia-^From  Washi'ngtoD  to  Petersburg, 
and  ft'om  Athens  to  Knozville  in  Tennessee. 

In  Ohio— From  Cincinnati,  by  North  Bend,  to 
Lawrencebufgb  in  the  Indiana  Territory.  From 
Aostinburg  to  Brie,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  from 
Franklinton  to  Worthington. 

In  Keniucky^F rom  New  Castle,  or  Henry 
Court-house,  by  Gallnt^n  Court-house  and  Boone 
Court-house,  to  Laurenoebnrg^,  in  the  Indiaaa 
Territory ;  and  the  post  road  from  Henderson  to 
Bddyville  shall  pass  by  LivingstOD  Coart-boose. 

In  Tennesse&^From  Mount  Granger  to  Car- 
thage, thence,  by  Cavenaugh,  to  Lebanon.  Fiom 
Nashville  to  Charlotte.  From  BurviUe  by  Wa\- 
not  Cove,  tbenee  aleng  the  turnpike  road,  by  way 
of  Chitwoed's,  to  Pulaski  in  Kentaeky  ;  and  from 
Palmyra  to  Stuart  Court-house,  and  theaee  to 
Eddyville. 

In  Orl^ns  TerHiary^From  Rapide  Setde^ 
ment  to  Opelousas. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  two  hutidred  and  fifty  dollars,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriafed,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted, to  enable  the  Postmaster  General  to  dtniay 
the  expenses  which  already  are,  or  hereafter  miy 
be,  incurred  inr  providing  for  the  accommodadoa 
of  Joseph  H.  Webb,  who,  in  August  last,  was 
wounded  by  some  perMn  unknown,  whilst  he  was 
employed  in  carrying  the  mail  of  the  United 
States,  and  who  is  now  under  the  care  of  the  eoin- 
mandant  at  Fort  Stoddert. 

Sac.  4.  And  he  it  further  mactedy  That  thii 
act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  aflect  any-  ex- 
isting contract  for  carrying  the  mail. 

Approved,  April  21, 1806. 


Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America^  in 
Congress  assembled^  'That  tb^  President  of  the 
United  States  be.  requested  to  cause  to  be  made 
known  to  Nicholas  C.  Nissen,  esquire.  His  Dan- 
ish Majesty'^  Consul  residing  at  Tripoli^  the  high 
sense  entertained  by  Congress,  of  his  dismterested 
and  benevolent  attentions,  manifested  to  Captain 
Baidbridge,  his  officers,  and  crew,  daring  the  time 
of  their  captivity  in  Tripoli. 

Approved,  April  10, 1806. 
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Fletcher's  Neck.    (See  Wood  Island.) 
Foreign  Coins.    (See  Cotnt.)  . 
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'  resentatives,  supplementary  to  the    act 
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Galliopolis,  a  memorial  of  French  settlen  in, 

read,  and  referred  -----      50 
the  committee  ask  and  obtain  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill 

a  bill  reported  and  read      .... 

read  a  second  tine,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        -        -        -        -  »     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied     -        .        . 
Oantt,  Rev.  Dr.,  election  ol^  as  Chaplain    - 
Georgetown,  Dietrict  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the 
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the  Presbyterian  congregation  of    - 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
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read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        - 
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Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives making  appropriation  for  support 
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the  House  of  Representatives  ret^  it,  agree- 
ing to  some,  and  disagreeitag  to  other 
amendments,  and  ask  a  conference' 
the  conference  agreed  to,  and  managers  ap- 
pointed -...-. 
managers  report  modificatioiis,  which  were 
agreed  to       -----       - 

Oriffidi,  Robert  E.    i&9e  NkUm  A  GfiJfUh.) 
Chinboats,  a  bill  from  the  Hovse  of  Reniesenta- 
tives  for  building,  read  twice,  ana  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  <-        -        •   ■     - 
read  a  third  time«  and  rsfevred    -        -        - 
reported  with  amendments         •    '    - 


47 
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232 
238 


236 
237 
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240 
243 
244 
245 


Hair,  an  attempt  to  amend  the  regulations  of  the 

Army,  as  to  the  mode  of  wearing  the      -    210 
Hamet  Caramalli,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  relation  to,  refer- 
red       -        -        -        -        .        -        -      48 

report  of  the  committee  thereon         -        •     185 
a  bill  reported  for  the  relief  of,  read    -        -     188 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        -        -        .        .        .     i9i 

read  a  third  time,  and  furtiher  action  thereon 
postponed      -        -        -        -        -        -    210 

a  motion  to  amend  not  acted  on  -        -        -    224 

the  bill  recommitted 225 

a  postponement  of  the  same  to  the  next  «es- 

sion 231 

notice  given  of  a  bill  for  the  temporary  relief 

of 242 

leave  granted,  and  a  bill  brought  in  and 

read 244 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 244 

read  a  thnrd  time,  and  passed     .        -        .    246 


Page, 
Harding,  Captain  Seth,  petition  of,  read  and  refer- 
red         7« 

a  bill  reported  for  the  relief  of,  read     -         -      7S 
called  up  and  poe^ned,  after  a  second  rend- 
ing         74 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -         -      79 
read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  tetker 

amendment  proposed      -        -        -         -      79 
called  up,  and  po^^ned  .        -        -         -      80 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amendiwi    -      89 
Hardware,  argument  against  the  importatioii  o^ 

from  Great  Britain         -        -        -         -    179 
Harmoay,  Society  of^  memorial  of  tb^  read  and 

referred  ...        -         -         -      45 

a  bill  reported  thereon,  and  read        -        -     5S 
called  np,  and  postponed    -        •        -        53^  68 

bill  recommitted 69 

reported  with  amendments         .        .        -      7t 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended         -     74 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  -        -        -     78 
Harrison,  Samuel,  agent  for  the  hens  of  Caplnin 

Carver,  petition  o^  read  and  referred        -    161 
Hats,  an  argument  against  the  importation  oi^ 

from  Great  Britain  -        -        -        -     179 

Hays,  John,  a  petition  of,  referred  to  the  oommit- 
tee  to  whom  were  referred  several  petitionn 
of  a  similar  nature         -       ...        -      92 
an  advene  report  thereon  ...        -     192 
Henrick,  brigantine.    (See  Denmark) 
Hichbome,  Beniamin,  and  othen,  ytfaaoMk  oi, 

read « 

referred,  with  others  of  a  similar  nnUne    -      48 
leave  asked,  granted,  and  a  bill  reported     -    165 
(See  Tenneaue  landk,  south  of  the  SUtU  oO 
Hickendall,  Samuel,  petition  o^  referred  to  Oe 

Committee  on  Revolntionaiy  Claims  55 

High  seas.    (See  Britieh  aggreuions.) 
HiUhouse,  Mr.,  speech  o(  on  suspending  trade 

with  St.  Domingo  -----      35 
House  of  Representativee,  a  messsge  from  Ae, 
communicating  that  they  had  fermed  a 
qnoiua,  and  elected  a  Speaker        -        -      II 
a  message  from  the,  communicating  that 
they  were  ready  to  ai^oum    -        -        • 

I. 

Impeachment,  an  account  of  moneys  expended 

in  fitting  up  the  Senate  dhamber  as  a 

Court  of        --.-.- 

Importation,  a  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 

bill  in  relation  to    - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepceaentativeBv  to 

prohibit  the,  of  certain  goods,  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of 
Representatives  to  amend  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  duties  on,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      -        -        - 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 

read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  paased  as 
amended        -----         -     24^ 

Indiana  Territory,  notice  of  a  bill  ezplanatoiy  of 

the  act  to  divide  the       -        -        -        -     16S 

leave  granted,  a  bill  presented,  and  read  to 
that  effect 163 
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Indiana  Territory — oontinued.  Page, 

read  a  aeoond  time,  and  oider^  to  a  thund 

reading  -..--..  164 
read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  thereon 

J08^x>ned      -        .        .        •       ^.        .  194 

ed  up,  and  passed         .        .        •        •  11^ 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representati^ves,  to 

'                    amend  the  act  to  divide,  read  ...  3S5 

read  asecond  t^me,  and  referred  -        -  .     *  296 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read  336 

'               cdled  up,  and  postponed  indefinitely  -        -  241 
notice  of  a  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain 

landff  within  -  -  -  -  -i  -  192 
leaTe  granted,  a  bill  presented,  and  read  -  208 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  >  209 
reported  mthout  amendments  .  »  •  226 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  ....  227 
refid  a  third  time,  and  &rther  action  post- 
poned      229 

passed 230 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting claims  to  land  in,  read       -        -  287 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •  289 
reported  without  amendment,  amended,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       .        .  <      •  245 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -  247 
Indian  tribes,  a  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  treaties  with 

certain  .        i.        ......  82 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 

establish  trading-houses  with  the,  read    -  281 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         *        -  232 

reported  with  amendments          .        -        -  236 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         -  238 

read  a  third  time,  and  pused  as  amended    -  243 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepesentativeB,  to 
carry  into  effect  treaties  with  certain,  read 

twice,  and  refisrred          ....  287 

reported  without  amendment      ...  289 

again  referred 243 

I                reported  without  amendment     ...  245 

I                read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  244 

Intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  a  biU  from  tike 
I                   House  of  Representatives,  confidentially 
brought  in,  to  defray  any  eztiaordinaiy  ex- 
penses attending  the,  read      ...  68 
read  a  seoond  time    .....  55 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        *        -  68 
called,  and  postponed  by  the  casting  vote  of 

the  President 78 

read  a  third  time,  and  notice  to  amend  of- 
fered       79 

•  various  questions  taken  on  amendments  .  -  80 
motions  to  refer  and  postpone  >  •  .86 
yeas  and  nays  on  several  motions  to  amend 

and  postpone,  and  bill  passed  .        .        .  88 

J. 
I        Jackson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Adams, 
I  on  the  Bt  Domingo  bin .        -        .  ^     .      80 

I  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Smith  and  MltduB,  on 

the  same  subject 36 

the  decease  of;  announced  to  the  Senate     -     190 
the  President  of  the  Senate  dhrected  to  inform 
.  the  Executive  of  C^eoigia  of  the  decease 

of-        -        -        .        r        -        -        -    231 
^  resolution  to  pay  the  funeral  expenses  of   -    288 

Jersey,  New  Jersey,  a  bill^from  the  House  of  Rep- 
jy  resentativea  declaring  the  town  of,  to  be  a 

port  of  deliveiy,  read     -        .        -        -    114 


Jersey,  New  Jersey— oontinued.  Page, 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  116 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        -  141 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  144 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  161 

Jones,  Philip  L.,  and  others,  .petition  U,  read  and 

rafi»red -  44 

the  committee  aak  and  obtain  leave  to  report 

b;rbiU 58 

a  bill  reported,  and  read    ....  88 

read  a  second  time    .....  86 

called  up,  and  postponed   -        .        >        •  90 

amended,  and  ordered. to  a  third  reading    -  92 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  118 

K. 
Kentueky,  memorial  of  the  Governor  of,  read|  and 

jsfbirsd  to  the  Secwtary  of  War    •        •  244 

Kitchen,  Mr.,  speech  oi,  on  British  .aggremons  -  109 

L. 

Land,  a  certain  lot  of.    (See  Cineinnatu) 
Land  Warrants,  a  bill  fit>m  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  continue  in  force  the  act  au- 

thorizing  Secretary  of  War  to  issue,  read  144 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred    .     -        •  144 

reported  with  amendments         ...  224 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         -  225 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -  228 

Landais,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre-  ' 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of,  read        .        .  144 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  144 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .162 
called  up,  and  no  action  on  it    -        •        .164 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  165 
bill  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

as  amended 188 

returned  from  the  House  of  Repre^ntatives 
with  the  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  ask. 
ing  a  conferento,on  which  managers  were 

appointed 185 

managers  report,  and  the  Senate  adhere      -  197 
Laws,  the  Library  Committee  directed  to  report 
what  disposition  should  be  made  of  the  vol- 
umes of,  reserved  for  the  disposal  of  Con- 
gress        17 

Lear,  Tobias,  defence  of  the  conduct  of,  by  Mr. 

Adams 219 

Le  Clerc,  Captain  General,  proclamation  of,  to 

the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo        -        .  122 
Levis,  William,  and  Hugh  Maxwell,  a  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred      -        -        -        -  46 

Libn^,  a  committee  on  the  -  •  -  -  17 
report  of  the  same,  in  part-  -  -  .54 
a  bill  reported,  making  appronriations  for  the 

further  support  of  tiie,  read     -        .        •  54 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading .74 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  -  80 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

amend  the  act  concerning  the,  read  -  140 
read  a  second  time,  and  refiarred  -  -  141 
reported  vrithout  amendment  -  '  -  -  165 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  T  -  .  -  182 
read  a  third  time,  and  lost  -  -  *  :  134 
Light-houses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  erecting  certain,  read  -  -  230 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  '  -  -  281 
reported  without  amendment  -  - '  -  289 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  -  241 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  242 
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Linens,  Mr.  Smith's  reasons  for  desiring  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of,  from  G.  Britain  -     178 
Logan,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  asking  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  suspend  commercial  inter- 
course with  St.  Domingo        -        -        -      26 
Long  Island  Sound,  a  bill  ^m  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes  to  establish  light-houses 

in,  read 44 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -        -      44 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -      44 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -      45 

read  a  third  time,  as  amended,  and  passed  as 
amended        ......      46 

Looking-glasses,  argument  against  the  importa- 
tion of,  from  Great  Britain    -        -        -     180 
Louisiana,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeenta- 
tiTes,  extending  the  power  of  the  Survey- 
or General  of  the  Territoiy  of,  read  -        -      67 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      68 
*     reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read      92 
called  up,  and  postponed   -        -        -        -    113 

amendments  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading      -        -        -        -     139 

read  a  third  time,  without  further  action  on  it     140 
called  up,  and  passed        ....     141 

a  bill  providing  further  for  the  government 
of  the  district  of,  read      ....       78 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        .      79 
a  bill  reported  to  ascertain  and  adjust  land 

claims  within  the  district  of  -        -        -    234 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 236 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    241 
the  House  of  Representatives  return  it  with 
an  amendment,  whidi  is  concurred  in     -    248 

M. 

Madison,  James,  letter  of,  stating  the  principle 
interpolated  into  the  law  of  nations  by  the 
British  courts         -        -  '      •        -        -      72 
Mann,  George  Wadungton,  resolution  in  honor 

of,  read 189 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -    191 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 207 

called  up  and  postponed  to  next  session      •    233 
Mansfield,  Samuel,  petition  of,  read  and  referred 

to  the  committee  on  the  town  of  Jersey  -     139 
(See,  also,  Jertev.) 
Marshals,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives regulating  the  bonds  given  by,  read       86 
read  a  second  time,  and  referrod         -        -      87 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        •      90 
called  up  and  postponed     ....     113 
amendments  disagreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 117 

read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  on  it 

postponed 139 

called  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 

consideration .        -        -        -        .        .    140 
amendments  adopted,  bill  further  amended 

and  postponed 143 

passed  as  amended    -        -        -        .        .    146 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  to  amendments,  and  re- 
ferred     .197 

reported,  and  the  Senate  agree  to  the  two 

first  amendments,  and  disagree  to  the  last     198 
the  House  of  RepresenUtives  insist   -        -    199 


Page. 

Massachusetts,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  erecting  light-houses  in  the 

State  of,  dtc,  read 230 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  231 
reported  withQut  amendment  ...  239 
ordered  to  a  ttiird  reading  ....  241 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused  ...  242 
Message,  annual,  of  the  President  of  the  United 

States 11 

confidential,  of  the  same  "...        -       18 
of  the  same,  with  documents  relating  to  fir- 
mer message  -     ' 29 

witii  a  report  from  the  Governor  and  presid- 
ing Judge  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan    -      42 
giving  die  information  asked  for  relative  to 

the  complaints  of  France,  dec.  -  -  47 
in  relation  to  the  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli  -  48 
in  relation  to  the  oppression  of  commeroe 

and  navigation       .....      62 
enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Minister  at  Lon- 
don, (confidential) 54 

with  another  copy  pf  the  same  letter,  as  asked 

for 71 

with  documents  in  relation  to  the  new  prin- 
ciples assumed  by  the  British  courts,  dec        72 
communicating    a  memorial  of  the   mer- 
chants of  Baltimore        ....       79 

endosihg  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  South 
Carolina,  ceding  certain  forts,  &c,  to  the 
United  States         -        -        -       -        -      «2 

enclosing  treaties,  dsc,  with  certain  Indian 

tribes'    --..---8J 
with  a  letter  torn  the  British  Secretary  for 

Foreign  Afiairs  to  Mr.  Monroe        -        -      86 
relating  to  the  exploration  of  the  river  Mis- 
souri     .---.-.    115 
relating  to  the  march  of  Spamsh  troope 

across  the  Sabine   -        -  .      -        -        -     190 
communicating  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe    -     199 
in  relation  to  the  threats  of  the  Bey  of  Tunis    237 
Michigan,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles 
in  the  Territory  of,  read  -        --234 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    335 
reported  with  amendments         ...    tSS 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        -        .'        .         .361 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -    246 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  making  appropriations  for 
supportofthe,  for  1806,  read  -        -        -    235 
read  a, second  time,  and  referred         -'       -     236 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .        .        .        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     %38 

Militia,  a  bill  for  classing  the,  reported  and  reed       69 

read  a  seobnd  time,  and  referred  -       -         -       71 

reported  with  several  amendmenls,  wludi 

were  read       -        -        -        -      .  -         -     113 

amendments  agreed  to       -        -        -        -    117 

read  a  third  time,  and  lost  -        •        •        -    141 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representetiti^ea, 

authorizing  a  detachment  of,  read   -        -      73 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -      78 

reported  without  amendment     ...    231 

read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  passed  as 

amended        ......    337 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  with  a  sUtement  of  the        -        •    S3< 
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Pftffe. 
Mint,  a  report  of  tlie  Director  of  the,  oommuni* 
cated  by  the   Pieeident  of  the   United 
SUtes 61 

notice  given  of  a  bill  in  addition  to  th&act 
eatabliBhing *06 

leave  granted,  a  bill  brought  in  and  read     -    806 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  ^ferred         -        •    808 

reported  wiUi  amendments  .      -        -        -    830 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading 836 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    841 
MitehiU,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  the  St  Domingo  biU      31 

on  the  resolutions  relating  to  British  aggres- 
sion        99 

Mix,  Timothy,  petition  of,  read  and  referred  to 

Revolutionary*  committee        -        •        -      87 
Monroe,  James,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  tQ4he  Brit- 

iiih  Secretaiy  for  l^oreign  Ai&irs,  read     •      66 
Motions  made,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire 

concerning  ue  Library    -       -        -  17 

to  request  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  furnish  information  touching  the  com- 
plaints of  France  against  the  trade  with 
St.  Domingo -      48 

to  Request  certain  information  of  the  Presi- 
dent     ..-..---      47 

to  compensate  ,the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and 
Doorkeraer  for  their  attendance  on  the 
Court  of  Impeachment  -        -        -        -      86 

for  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President 
with  certain  resolntioBS  -        -        -        -    116 

for  a  joint  committee  on  the  Library  -        -    140 

for  a  joint  committee  to  consider  wliat  busi- 
ness should  be  done  during  the  present 
session  --------    188 

N.. 
National  Academy,  notice  given  of  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate a    -----        -    144 

leave  granted,  a  bill  brought  in  and  read  •  161 
read  a  second  time,  and  refoired  -  -  163 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  168 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  -  •  183 
read  a  third  time»  amended*  and  again  re- 
ferred     198 

Naval  Peace  Establishment*  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives  supplementaiy 
to  the  act  proriding  for  a>  read  twice  and 

referred 846 

reported   with   amendments,  which  w«re 
adopted,  and  the  bill  was  lead  a  third  time, 
and^passed  as  amended  -        ...       .    848 
the  House  of  Eepresentativee  ask  a  oonfer^ 
enoe  on  it,  which  ii  agreed  to,  and  mana- 
gers are  appointed  -        -      .  -        -  848 
the  managers  reiwrt,  and  the  Senate  recede     849 
Naval  service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives making  an  additional  applic** 
tibn  for  the,  read             -        -        -        -      16 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      17 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -----      17 


read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

a  b411  from  the  House  of  lUpresenUtives  mak- 
ing additional  appropriations  to  supply  de- 
frdendes  in  former  appropriations  for  the, 


read  a  second  and  third  time,  by  unanimous 
consent*  and  passed       -       •       .       . 


17 


66 
67 


Page. 


Navigation,  a  bill  reported  for  the  encouragement 

of  the  shipping  and,  read        -        -        .     163 
nd  time  and  ordered  to  a  third 


read  a  secon( 

reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  further  action,  and 
postponed      ...... 

called  up  and  postooned  to  next  session  .  - 
Navy,  a  bill  fix>m  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  read  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  mak. 
ing  appropriations  for  support  of  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  psssed     .        .        - 
New  England  Mississippi  jLand  Company,  me- 
morial of  the,  read 46 

New  Haven,  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
jnerce  of,  read  and  referred  .  -  . 
New  Orleans,  ihemorial  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Territory  of,  read  ana  re- 
ferred -  -  -  .  - 
a  bill  presented*  relating  to  the  salaries  of 
the  judges  o^  and  read  -        •        -        - 

read  a  second  time 

called  UD  and  postponed    -    *    - 
amended  and  orderad  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time»  and  passed  as  amended   - 
a  committee  appointed  to  consider  a  motion 
to  locate  a  tract  of  land  in  the  teiritMy  of, 
for  certain  purposes        .        .        .        • 
(See  Orleans.) 
New  York,  memorial  of  the  merchants  ci,  read, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  - 
a  report  thereon  read,  with  resolution  iat  de- 
fence of 

memorial  of  the  governor  of  the  hospital  in 

the  city  o^  read  and  referred  .        .        - 

report-recommeoding  postponement  to  next 

session,  adopted 

Nicklin  and  Griffith,  a  tnll  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .       « 
reported  without  amendment     •        .        . 
caUed  up  for  a  thud  reading,  and  lost 

a  memorial  of,  read 

North  Carolina,  a  representation  concerning  pen- 
sioners on  the  list  of  the  State  o£,  read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  revolutionary 
pensionen     -       -        -       - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  time  for  holding  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  district  of,  read     -        -        .        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read 
amendments  adopted,  and  bill  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 
returned  from  House  of  Representatives  with 

amendments,  which  were  agveed  to  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
cause  the  coast  o^  to  be  surveyed,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -     '  - 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        • 
read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  passed  as 
amended        ---.-. 
Northwest  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  relief  of  the  Govern- 
ment* ftc*  of  the*  read   -        •       •        •      67 
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Northwest  Territoiy — continued.  Page, 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -      68 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....      79 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...      89 
Notices  given,  of  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  persons    ....      SO 
to  prohibit  commercial  intercourse  with  8t 

Uomingo       -       -        -        -        -        •      %\ 
to  authorize  the  tale  of  a  certain  lot  of  land      65 

to  class  the  militia 67 

74 


to  punish  counterfeiters  of  the  etirrent  coin  - 

fuither  to  provide  for  the  government  of  the 
district  of  Louisiana       .        -        -  *     - 

to  prevent  abuse  of  privilege  by  ibreign  Min- 
isters      

to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the 
State  of  Ohio 

in  addition  to  the  act  for  establishing  a  Mint 

O.      . 


74 
90 

19t 

206 


207 
238 


88 

89 

166 

182 

192^ 

199 

200 
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211 


O'Bannan,  Priestly  N.,  resolution  in  honor  of,      -     189 

read  a  second  time^  and  referred         -        -     191 

reported  with  an  amendment,  whioh  was 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

called  up,  and  postponed  to  next  session 

Officers  of  Congress,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  to  regulate  and  fix  the 

compensation  of,  read     .        .        •        • 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representativee 

partially  agreed  to 

the  Senate  insist,  ask  a  conference,  and  ap^ 
point  managers      ..... 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  a  C4m- 
terenee  -        -■>..        -       •        -        - 
report  of  the  managers  agreed  to,  in  part    - 
the  Senate  insist  on  certain  amendments    « 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

Senate's  modification,  and  adhere 
the  Senate  recede      ...        -        -        -    226 
Ogden,  S.  O.,  and  William  Smith,  a  molaon  to 
expunge  from  the  Journal  everytfaiag  rel- 
ative to  the  menunial  of,  adopted    - 
Ohio,  a  reeointion  to  examine  the  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  eastern  division  pf  the 
Terntory  Northwest  of,  to  firame  a  consti* 
ttttion,dtc.     ......      16 

oodstder ed  and  referred  to  a  select  committee      1 7 
report  of  the  committee  tiiereon,  read  and  or- 
dered tolie-        -        -        -        .".22 

petitton  of  sund^  purdiaserv  of  public  hmde 

in  the  State  or,  read'  and  referred    -        * 

notice  of  a  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  of  certain 

lands-in  the  State  of      -        -        -        - 

leave  granted,  a  bill  introduced,  and  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .        •        - 

oidered  to  athirdreadkig  •        .        .        - 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed 

called  up  and  passed  .... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  fe- 

snediBg  claims  to  land  in,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  . 
reported  without  amendment,  amended,  and 
Offdeied  to  a  third  reading       ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  peaaed  as  i 


-  224 


260 


52 

192 
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229 
230 

237 
239 

245 
247 


Page. 
Orleana,  a  bill  providing  fcr  the  defence  of,  and 

disposal  of  a  part  of  the  piiblie  lands  in 

the  Territory  of,  pieoented  and  read  -  191 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -- 206 

called  np,  and  poetponed  to  the  next  sessioo  2S8 
a  bill  to  ascertain  and  adjnat  daims  to  land 

within  the  Territory  o^ presented  andimd  234 
read  a  second  time,  offderad  to  a  third  leading  236 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  -    241 

the  Hoose  of  Representatives  retnin  the  bil 

with  an  amendment,  which  is  agreed  to  -    246 

P. 
Pamlico  Sound,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepn- 
aentatives  fer  fixing  buoys  in,  and  fer  oihar 
poipoaes;  read        .....    330 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -    231 

reported  without  amendment     ...    239 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    341 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        -    tAA 
Pearl  river,  a  report  firom  the  rommiweionpr  of  the 
district  east  of,  communicated  by  the  Pxeo- 
ident  of  the  United  Sutes,  read      .        -     143 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives declaring  the  assent  of  Congrese 
to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  oC  read         -       92 
.    read  a  second  time,  and  referred       .        -     103 
reported  witho.ut  amendment     -       -        -     1 12 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    \\6 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed  .     13d 

amended,  and  passed  as  amended       -        -     140 
Pensioners,'  a  representation  concerning  certain, 

of  the  State  of  Georgia  ...  70 

Pulpier,  Joseph,  and  others,  a  petition  uS^  foad      46 
referred,  with  others  of  a  similar  diaracter  -      48 
Philadelphia,  memorial  of  the  merchants  of,  read 

and  referred,  with  others         -        .        ^      51 
Piankeshaw  Indians,  a  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  communicating 
a  treaty  with  the    .....    239 

Ports  and  harbors,  a  bill  fimn  the  House  of  R«p- 
resentatives  for  fortifying  the,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  m 
third  reading  .....         .     240 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred    ...     243 
reported  With^taiendments         -        .         -     244 
amendmeniB  agreed  to,  and  bill  paased  ns 
amended        .....         .     345 

Poet  Roads,  a  report  of  the  Postmaster  General 

on  unproductive     .        •       "-        .         .02 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  Is 

alter  and  estaUish  certain      ...     626 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -     2S8 

reported  with  amendments         ...     233 
called  np  and  postponed     ...        -      1138 
the  amendments  adopted,  and  the  bill   (sr- 

dered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -      239 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  aaanded     -     241 
the  House  of  Representatives  return  it,  agree- 
ing to  some  and  disagreexog  to  other  amend- 
menta:  the  Senate  recede,  and  agree       -      246 
Potomac  river,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives authorising  the  erection  of  a  bridff e 
over,  read      .....  -      191 

read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred         -  -      197 

reported  without  amendment      ...     ^S^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -     239 

called  up  and  postponed  to  next  eeeoion       -     234 
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Presbyterian  congreg«tion  of  Georgetown,  D.  C, 
«  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

I  to  incorporate  the 116 

read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading         -     117 
I  read  a  second  time  and  referred  -        •        -     138 

f  reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     167 

I  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     184 

!  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      •        -        -     189 

Privileges.    (See  F&reign  Ministers,) 
I  Public  Buildings,  a  Message  from  the  President 

of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  re- 
port of  the  Surveyor  of  the      ...      43 
Public  Lands,  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of,  in  the  Northwest  Territory         •      S2 
a  resolution  relative  to  the,  ceded  by  the 

State  of  North  Carolina-        -        .        .      25 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
repeal  so  much  of  any  act  as  authorizes 
the  receipt  of  evidences  of  the  public  debt 

in  payment  for 80 

the  bill  read 81 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      83 
reported  with  amendments  -        •        -        -189 
the  bill  and  amendments  referred  to  a  special 

committee      -        -        .  \     .        .        -     191 
thehr  report  thereon  read    -        -        -        -     197 

the  amendments  adopted,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     199 

read  a  third  time,  and,  pending  a  motion  to 

strike  out,  the  Senate  adjourned      -        -     206 
the  bill  called  up,  and  passed  as  amended    -    227 
returned  from  the  House  or  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  conference  asked, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  managers  ap- 
pointed .......    230 

report  of  the  managers,  agreeing  to  an  amend- 

ifient  and  insisting  on  another,  adopted  -    233 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist     -        -    236 
and  the  Senate  agree  to  the  House's  amend- 
ment      237 


Rapp,  George,  and  others.    (See  Hofmmy.) 
Petitions,  a  committee  amwinted  on  the  report  of 
tlie  SeereCuy  of  War  on  the  subject  of 
officers'  •        ^       .  ,     .        -        ^       -    189 
Refugees,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 

in  relation  to  the,  from  Canada,  read       -      22 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .        .      26 

report  tWereon  read,  with  aneodmente        -     161 

called  up,  and  refened  to  a  special  commit 
tae -    181 

•gain  called  up,  and  postponed  to  next  «»• 

flion 249 

Raaolutions,  to  supply  Senators  with  newspapers      10 

authorising  the  8ergeant-at- Arms  and  Door* 
keeper  to  employ  an  assistant  and  horses      10 

requesting  the  Secretory  of  the  Navy  to  ex- 
plain why  his  expenditures  have  so  frir  ex- 
ceeded the  appropriations        -        -        -      17 

to  appoint  a  committee  to  make  the  same 
inquiry 67 

asking  the  President  for  a  second  copy  of 
Mr.  Monroe's  letter        -        -        -        -      67 

fixing  the  day  of  adjournment    -        -        -     235 
Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
vesentatives  relating  to  penwns  disabled  in 
the,  read 22 

read  a  second  time,  and  rejfaned         -        -      26 
9th  Con.— 4)2 


Revolutionary  Wai^-«ontinued,  Page. 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read     199 
called  up,  and  postponed    ....    209 
ordered  to  a  third  reading   .        -        -        .    209 
amendmente  agreed  to,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended         -        -        -        -    21 1 
Rippen,  Joseph,  a  memorial  of,  read  ...      46 
RoflMl,  a  bill  reported  to  regulate  the  laying  out 
and  raaUng  a,  from  Comberiand,  in  Mary- 
land, to  the  State  of  Ohio,  read        -        •      26 
(See  Cumberland.) 
Rodgers,  Captein  John,  noble  traite  in  the  char- 
acter of,  detailed    (note)         -        -        -     187 
Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  declaring,  to  be  a  port 
of  delivery,  and  for  other  purposes,  read      44 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        >      44 

reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading-        -        -        -  •      -        -        -      45 
read  a  third  time,  amended,  and  passed  as 

amended 40  , 

Rules,  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  the,  for 

conducting  busmess  in  the  Senate  -        -      47 
report  of  the  committee  read       -        -        -     183 
amendmente   reported    by  the    committee 
adopted,  with  further  amendmente,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ....     189 

read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  thereon 
postponed      ......     191 

the  report,  as  amended,  adopted  -        -        -    201 
Rum,  argumente  against  the  importation  of,  from 

the  British  West  Indies  -        -        -        -     179 

Russell,  Gilbert  C,  memorial,  of  read  and  refer-  - 

red  to  the  Secretary  of  Wax    -        -        -     183 
the  Secretary's  report  thereon  riead  and  re- 
ferred     197 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  reported  and  read    -        -    210 
road  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 844 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    225 

S. 

St  Domingo,  notice  of  a  bill  to^suspend  commer- 
cial intercourse  with      -        -        -        -  20 

leave  granted,  and  a  bill  presented  and  read  52 

readjBL  second  time,  and  referred          •        -  52 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  rei^  75 

called  up,  and  postponed    ....  79 

question  taken  on  the  amendment      -        -  88 

amendmente  further  considered  -        -        *  86 

bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  88 
read  a  third  time,  further  amended,  and  comr 

mittod   -        -        -        -        -        -        -  89 

further  consideration  of  the  bill  •        -        -  113 

question  taken  on  the  amendment      -        -  1 14 

a  motion  to  reconsider  lost          -        -        -  1 16 

debate  on  th^  bill  resumed  -        -        -        -  117 

called  up,  and  passed  as  amended        -        -  138 
Salem,  a  memorial  of  the  inhabitante  of  the  town 

of,  read  and  referred  with  others      -        -  81 
Salt,  argument  against  the  imjportation  of^  from 

the  British  dominions     -        -        -        -  180 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting the  acta  laying  duties' on,  and  for 

other  purposes,  read        -        -        -        -  243 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -        -  344  • 

reported  without  amendment      .        -        -  245 
amended  and  ordered  4o  a  third  reading,  and 

amended-        ....  247 
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the  House  of  Repreaentativea  disagree  to  the 
ameDdments  and  aak  a  conference,  which 
waa  agreed  to,  and  managers  appointed    -     248 
the  managers  report,  and  the  Senate  adhere     249 
Senate,  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the        -    201 
adjournment  of  the,  without  day         -        -    260 
Senate  Chamber,  an  account  of  the  expense  of 
fitting  up  the,  as  a  court  of  impeachment, 

referred 209 

a  report  thereon  read  ....    224 

read  a  second,  time  ordered  to  a  third  reading    224 

read  a  third  time,  and  agreed  te  -        -        -    228 

Senators,  names  of  the,  in  attendance,  9, 11,  17,  18, 19 

20,  26,  45,  71 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  a  resolution  to  compensate  the, 
ibr  his  attendance  on  the  Court  of  Im- 
peachment    - 210 

Sinking  Fund,  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 

of  the,  presented 84 

Sbvery,  a  memorial  respecting  the  abolition  of, 

read 92 

Slaves,  leave  asked  for  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of,  after  1st  January,  1808        -      20 
question  on  the  leave  asked,  taken  by  yeas 

and  nays,  and  granted    -        ...      21 
hill  in  pursuance  thereof,  presented  and  read      21 
read  a  second  time,  and  indefinitely  post- 
poned     21 

a  resolution,  to  amend  the  Constitution  on 
the  same  subject,  postponed  to  the  next 
session  -        -       ,-        -        -        -        -    232 
Smith,  Samuel,  election  of,  as  President  jwo  Urn. 

of  the  Senate 9 

re-election  of,  on  Vice  President's  retiring  -     188 
speech  of,  on  the  suspension  of  intercourse 

with  St.  Domingo *    31 

speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson  on  the  same 

subject 88 

speech  on  the  third  resolution  concerning 
British  aggressions          ....    167 
Smith,  Israel,  speech  of,  on  the  resolutions  relat- 
ing to  British  aggressions        ...      94 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  speech  of,  on  British  aggres- 
sions      110 

Smith,  WUliam.    (See  Ogden,  &  G,) 
South  Carolina,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  State  of,  read        -      88 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      89 
reported  without  amendment     ...     144 
called  up,  and  postponed    -        -      '  -        «•     182 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     182 
read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  on  it 

postponed 184 

called  up,  and  passed         ....     192 
State,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  in  rieply  to,  a 

resolution  of  the  last  session,  read  .        .      71 
State  Judges,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenUtives,  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of, 
in  certain  cases      .....      72 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reaifing  -        -      74 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred          .        .       78 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -     118 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -     114 
returned  firom  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives with  amendments,  which  were  re- 
ferred     146 

reported  as  referred,  and  the  amendments 

Ito 161 
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Sugar,  a  memorial  praying  additional  provision 
by  law  to  encourage  the  culture  of,  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on    -         -       44 

Sullivan,  James,  apd  others,  petition  of,  read       -       46 
referred  to  the  comnfittee  on  other  petitiona 
of  similar  character        -        -        -         -       48 

T. 

Tennessee,  a  resolution  to  open  land  offices  in 

the  SUte  of;  referred      ...         .89 

a  bill  reported  to  authorize  the  State  of,  to 
issue  grants  of  certain  lands,  Ac,  and 
read      -------     145 

read  a  second  time    .....     163 

bill  amended,  apd  the  further  consideration 
thereof  postponed  -----     163 

passed  as  amended 184 

leave  asked  and  obtained  for  a  bill  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  act  regu- 
lating the  grants  of  land,  dec,  south  of  the 
State  of,  and  a  bill  presented  and  read    -     165 
read  a  second. time    -----     181 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     183 

read  a  third  time,  and  further  action  thereon 

postponed       .,.-...     192 
called  up,  and  again  postponed  -       -        -     198 
again  called  up,  and  passed        ...    2O8 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repnsentativea 
with  amendments  .....    234 

the  said  amendments  concurred  in      -        -    VSTl 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea  in 
addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  grantaof 
land,  dec,  south  of  the  State  of^  r^        -    231 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        .        .    233 
•    reported  with  amendments  ...    S40 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         -    241 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  -    247 
Territorial  Courts,  a  bill,  firom  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases,  to  the,  read    -        -        .         .    224 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -    224 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read    234 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended         -    296 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -    238 
Toppan,  Edward,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  o^ 
read       -        -        -'*        -        -         -43 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -         -      43 
reported  without  amendment      -        -         -      45 
question  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  third  read- 
ing, lost         .....         .46 

Trading-houses,  a  bill  fiom  the  House  of  Repie- 
eentatives,  to  establish,  with  certain  Li- 
dian  tribes,  read     .....     231 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  %32 
reported  with  amendments  ...  235 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  to  n. 

third  reading -     238 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   >    243 
Treasurer,  the  general  account  of  the,  ptesent- 

ed  and  read -       79 

two  hundred  copies  of  his  report  ordered  to 
be  printed      .....  .     233 

Treasury,  letter  firom  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  bin 

annual  report,  read         ...  -       19 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  obodi* 
ence  to  a  resolution  of  the  laet  eeMBoa, 

read -       43 

and  referred  to  a  select  committee      -  -      44 
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Tanisi  a  resolution  requesting  the  Preridant  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
cause  of  difference  with  the  Bey  of  -  842 
a  Message  from  the  President,  communicat- 
ing the  information  asked  for,  with  the 
Ambassador's  letter,  read,  and  referred    -    246 

U. 
Upper  Mississippi  Company^  a  memorial  in  be- 
half of  the,  read     46 

V. 
Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, concerning  the  further  safeguard  o^ 
read       -        -        -        -        -        -        -    237 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    237 
reported  i^ithont  amendment      -        -        -    246 
question  on  its  third  reading  decided  in  .the 
negative,  and  the  bill  lost        -     .  -        -    247 
W. 
Washington,  a  memorial  fit>m  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees appointed  to  superintend  the  educa- 
tion of  youth  in  the  city  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred   -        -        -        -.-        -        -46 

White,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  8t.  Domingo  bill  -     117 
Witnesses  in  thd  trial  of  Judge  Chase,  a  commit- 
tee appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  jfor  the  pay- 
ment of         -        -        ...        -80 
a  biU  reported  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  read      83 
read  a  second  time     -        -        ...      84 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        •      89 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representattves 

with  amendments 243 

the  Umendments  read,  fisagreed  to,  and  con- 
ference asked         .....    244 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 
conference  asked    .....    246 
Wood  Island,  Massaohusetts,  a  biU  from  th^ 
House  of  Representatives  to  erect  a  lights 
house  on,  and  for  other  purposes,  read     -     114 
read  a  second  time,  «id  ruferrad  .       -        •    116 
raported  without  amendment     -        -        -    141 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        - .      -        -     144 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -     161 
Woodwaidt  Augustus  B^  memorial  o^  presented    239 
Woollens,  Mr.  S.  Smith's  reasons  for  desiring  a 
prohibition  of  the  importation  oi;  finim 

GreatBritain 178 

Worthington,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  British  aggres- 
sions      i      .     104 

Wright,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  introdnqing  his  hill 

fi>r  the  protection  of  AmeiicaA  seamen    -      67 

Y. 

Yeaa  and  nays,  on  granting  leave  to  bring  in  a 

bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slavea   *      21 

on  the  &ird  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Theodorick  Armisted      ....      46 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Edward  Toppan  and  others     ...      46 

on  referring  ceitain  documents  to  a  special 
committee     ...        .        .        .61 

on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  requesting 
the  President  to  cause  a  copy  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's letter  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate    -      70 

on  the  amendments  to  the  bill  concerning 
foreign  intercovine  -        -        .        80, 81 

on  the  amendments  to  the  bill  suspending 
commercial  intercourse  with  St  Domingo      68 


Yeas  and  Nays^continued.  Page. 

on  two  resolutions  asking  certain  informa- 
tion of  the  President       -        ...      86 

on  reference  of  the  bill  relating  to  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations     -        -        •      86 

on  sundry  motions  to  refer  and  amend  the 
same      -        -^      -        .        .        .         87,88 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Captain  Seth  Harding    .        -        ...      89 

on  the  motion  to  strike  out  certain  parts  of 
the  second  resolution  relating  to  Biitish 
aggressions 108 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  suspending  trade 

with  St  Domjngo  -       .-        •        -        -    114 
,  on  a  motion  to  reconsider  a  section  added  to 
said  bill  -        -        -        -        -        -    116 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  bill    -        -    188  ' 

on  a  motion  to  postpone  to  ne^t  session  a 
bill  for  the  protection  of  American  sea- 
men        138 

on  the  final  passage  p/  the  bill  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana   .....    141 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  classing 
the  militia      -        -        -        -        -        -     141 

on  striking  out  tHe  fourth  section  of  the  bill 
to  punish  .counterfoiters  of  the  current 
coins     -        - 148 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -     162 

on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their  priv- 
ilege by  foreign  Ministers        -        -      166, 166 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Peter 
Landais 183,184 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  authoriie 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants, 
dtc 184 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  hill  te  incorporate 
the  Presbyterian  congregation  of  (George- 
town, Uisthct  of  Columbia     ...    190 

on  the  fins!  passage  of  the  bill  regulating 
grants  and  providii^g  for  the  disposal  Si 
land  south  of  Tennessee         ...    208 

on  striking  out  an  amendment  to  the  Army 
regulations  as  to  the  mode  of  wearing  the 
hair 210 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Hamet  CaramaUi 226 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to.repeal  so 
much  of  any  act  as  t^  authoriaw  Uie  receipt 
of  evidences  of  public  debt  in  payment  mr 
Unds .227 

on  the  third  reading' of  the  bill  authorsdng  a 
bridge  over  Potomac  river       ...        .    229 

on  ordering  to  a  thi^  reading  the  bill  to  pro* 
hibit  the  importation  of  certain  goods,  Ac    282 

on  postponing  to  the  next  session  the  Poto- 
mao  bridge  biU 234 

on  postponmg  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  Army 
and  Navy  officers  from  holding  civil  of- 
fice         -        -236 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  cer- 
tain goods,  wares^  4^    -        *        -        -    M> 

on  amending  the  bill  making  appropriations 
to  carry  into  eifoct  the  Chickasaw  treaty  -    243 

on  amending  the  bill  repealing  the  duties  on 
salt,  and  for  other  purposes     ...    247 

on  the  motion  to  expunge  firom  tiie  Journals 
everything  in  relation  to  the  memorials  of 
8.  O.  Ogden  and  William  Smith    •       -    260 
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AbigaUi  aloop,  report  on  the  petitiotis  of  the  own- 
ers of,  refaaing  the  fiahing-bounty  prayed 
for,  read  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    471 
Abolition  Convention,  memorial  of  the  Americani 

read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  -    445 
Aeoounts,  appointment  of  a  committee  of-        -    266 
Adjournment,  sundry  motions  relating  to,  post- 
poned            •        -    830 

8  joint  committee  appointed  to  fix  a  day  for    9.8 

the  Senate  do  not  agree  to  the  appointment 
of  a  committee      .        .        .        :        .    993 

a  resolution  to  adjourn  on  the  16th  of  April 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  -        -    994 

agreed  to  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
also  agreed  to         .....  1022 

the  committee  wait  on  the  President  and 
inform  him  of  the  intended    -        -        -  1116 
Aelava,  Michael,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Joseph 

Chambers 1180 

Aggressions,  several  resolutions  in  relation  to, 
committed  on  our  commerce  by  the  vessels 
of  foreign  nations,  read  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -     302 

a  debate  thereon 895 

(See  Non-Importation — Non-Interamrse — 
British  Aggressions,) 
Alexander,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appro- 
priations       -        -        -        -        -        -  1002 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  in  the  case  of  the 
memorials  of  Ogden  and  Smith  -  -  1091 
Alexandria,  memorial  of  the  Common  Council 
of,  praying  for  a  quarantine,  read  and  re- 
ferrod  to  the  Committee  of  Con^meroe  and 
Manttfitcturee 339 

memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants,  praying  a 
reduction  of  court  fees,  referred      -        -    372 
Allen,  John,  and  John  Thompson,  protest  of     -  1176 
Alston,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to 

revolutionary  pensions    ....    295 

on  taxing  the  importation  of  slaves     *     349,  360 

OB  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  witnesses  in 
the  impeachment  case    -        -        -        -    491 

on  the  resolution  to  purchase  certain  copies 
of  the  Journals  of  Congress   -        .        .    520 

in  reply  to  Mr*  Leib's  motion  to  discharge 
die  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
further  consideration  of  Mr.  Gregg's  res-* 
olution -        .    762 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  that  the  Com*- 
mittee  rise,  (same  subject)       ...     778 

on  Mr.  J.  Clay's  moUon  to  the  same  effect, 
(OD  Mr.  Nicholson's  resolution)      -        -    793 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 
nlity  of  offices 884 

on  the  same  gentleman's  motion  \a.  relation 
to  the  secret  journal         ....     950 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  the 
repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt       .        -        ^  1061 

on  the  motion  that  8.  G.  Ogden  and  W. 
Smith  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tions      1088 

oa  the  Senators  amendment  to  the  bill  re- 
pealing the  duties  on  salt,  &c.        -        -  1096 

on  the  adherence  of  the  Senate  to  their 
amendment  after  coDferonce  -        -        -  1101 
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Amory,  Francis,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -    481 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon  concurred  in     480 
Armed  Vessels,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  on  the  condition  of  the  paUie        -     414 
Armistead,  Theodorick.    (See  George,  brig.) 
Army  of  Uie  United  States,  a  select  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  ruletf  and  regulations 
for  the  government  of  the       ...    264 
a  bill  reported  by  said  committee,  read  twice 

and  committed  .....  294 
debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  326 
amended,  and  progress  reported  -  ->  327 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  -  -  333 
further  amended  and  recommitted  -  -  337 
verbally  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed-         338 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     339 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments     729 
bill  read  and  amendments  referred      -        -     760 
report  thereon  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table        -        -        -        -        -        -     779 

some  of  the  Senate's  amendments  agreed  to^ 
and  others  disagreed  to  -        -       -        -     838 

the  Senate  insiBt,  and  ask  a  confenaoe       -     849 
the  conference  agreed  to,  and  managers  «Ep* 
pointed-        -        -        -        -        -        -     878 

the  act  as  perfected    ....        -  1258 

petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the,  aerving 
in  Louisiana,  praying  augmentation  %>f 
pay,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War     -     841 
the  Secretary's  report  thereon,  read  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole       -     921 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  a  bill  reported  to  prohib- 
it for  a  lifloited  time  the  exportation  of, 
twice  read      •       •-        -        -        -        -    264 

read  a  third  time,  amended,  debated,  and 
postponed      ....  268  to  S72 

ftirther  discussed,  amended,  and  recommit- 
ted         273 

reported   with    amendmenta,  which    were 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  as  amended  ot^ 
dered  to  a  third  reading  ...         -    274 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  -    275 
Army  and  Navy,  a  bill  to  prevent  officers  of  the, 
from   holding  or  exercising  civil  office, 
twice  read  and  committed       ...    998 
Ash,  Greorge,  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands,  on  the  petition  of      -        -    471 
a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to  -     483 
Athens,  Georgia,  a  resolution  directing  the  Post- 
master General  to  report  the  state  of  the 
road  from,  to  New  Orleans,  dM^       -         -     799 
the  Postmaster   General's  report  in  reply 
thereto  --.-•--         .     829 
Atkinson,  John,  and  others,  affidavit  of       -         -  1 189 

B. 

Barbary  Powers,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  protect  commerce  and  seamen 
against  the    ......  1274 

Barker,  WiUiam,  affidavit  of    ....  1193 
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Barretto,  Francis,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
John  McFaden  and  Francu  Johonnot     -    935 
Bastrop,  P.  H.  P.,  petition  o^  read  and  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Indian  A  flairs         -    332 
Bajon  Pierre,  documents  showing  it  to  be  a  part 

of  Louisiana 1209 

Beaumarchais,  Madame  A.  E.  de,  a  petition  of 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims       -    305 
an  unfavorable  report  thereon  referred   to 

Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -    666 
another  petition  of,  refierred  to  Committee 

of  Claims 938 

a  report  thereon  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table' 1010 

Beckley,  John,  election  of,  as  Clerk  of  the  House 

of  Representatives  ....    254 

an  allowance  made  to,  for  extra  service       -    429 
Bedinger,  Mr.,  remarks  oi;  on  the  standing  rules 

of  the  House 286 

on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  of 

slaves -     371 

on  the  Senate's  bill  in  favor  of  the  Society 

of  Harmony  ..----    466 
against  postponement  of  the   Cumberland 

road  hiU 836 

JBenezet,  Anthony,  and  others,  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means  make  a  favorable  report     - 
on  the  petition  of,  which  is  refened  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        •272 
the  report  thereof  eomddered,  and  progreaa  . 

reported 32f 

Besson,  JuKen,  depoation  of     -        -        •        -  1209 
Bidwell,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  introducing  a  reso- 
lution     258 

in  reply  to  Objections  -        -        •        -    261 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
arms,  Ac.      -        -        -        -        -        -    273 

motion  to  amend  the  resolution  in  honor  of 

General.  Eaton       -        r        -      277,280,315 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia 406 

on  the  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  from  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  relating  to  neutral 

righte 412 

on  ti^e  bill  to  tax  (he  importation  of  slaves  -    435 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 

and  harbors -     524 

4{pecch  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  nons-importattbn 

resolution -    650 

in  opposition  to  the  motion  X&  recommit  a 

resolution  to  prohibit  importation,  '&c.    -    874 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 

raUty  of  oflices        -        -        -        -     888, 923 
o&  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt,  Ac.     1060 
on  the  motion  that  8.  G.  Ogden  and  8. 
-  Smith  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  me- 
morial   .-....-  1089 
Bills,  the  standing  rules  in  relation  to        •        -    291 
Bingaman,  Adam,  affidavit  of  -        -        -        -  1 192 
Blackledge,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from 
the  further  consideration  of  Mr.  Gregg's 

resolution 767 

remarks  of,  on  introducing  a  resolution  to 
prohibit  credit  on  public  lands         -        -    849 
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Blaireau,  French  ship,  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  petition  of  the  owners  of  the,  praying 
remission  of  duties,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means         ...    699 

Blakely,  John,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  the  Sec- 
retary of  State 1158 

Blodget,  Samuel,  memorial  of,  relative  to  the 
Univerity  of  Washington,  refened  to  a 
special  committee  -        .        -        .        .    801 

Blount,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  pur- 
chase certain  copies  of  the  Journals  of 
Congress 621 

Bodin,  Gaspard,  and  others,  deposition  of  •        •  1214 

Bordeaux  embargo  claimi^  a  bill  to  authorize  pay- 
ment of  the,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  read  twice  and  referred  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        -        -        -    93ft 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    936 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    938 

Books,  in  the  German  language,  a  letter  accomp«r 
nied  by  two,  laid  before  the  House  by  the 
Speaker,  and  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee     -        -    276 

a  report  thereon,  the  Librarian  directed  to 
receive  the  same,  and  the  Speaker  re- 
quested to  acknowledge  their  receipt        -    674 

Boston^  memorial  of  the  merchants  of,  relating  to 

aggressions,  dec -    428 

Bowyer,  Captain,  extract  of  a  letter  from  to 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Freeman  ...  1208 

Breck,  William,  a  resolution  reported  in  favor  of 
paying  expenses  incurred  by,  which  is 
agreed  to,  and  |i  bUl  ordered  in  pursuance 
thereof  -        -        -        -'       -        -        -    470 

Brevell,  M.  8.,  widow,  deposition  of  -        <-  1211 

Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  a  bill  for  building  a  Jbea- 
con  or  pier  at,  and  for  other  purposes,  read 
twice  and  committed      ....    829 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    938 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    930 

British  aggressions,  a  Message  from  the  Predh 
dent,  partly  confidential,  with  sundry  doc- 
uments in  relation  to      -        -        -        -    842 
a  discussion  on  the  reference  of  said  Mes- 
sage, which.is  finallv  referred  in  part  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
in  part  to  a  select  committee   -        .        .    348 
Mr.  Gregg's  resolution  on  the  subject  of     •    41S 
Mr.  Nicholson's  do  do       -        -        •    461 

Mr.  Sloan's         do  do       -        -        -    460 

-      speeches  on        334,  412,  441,  638,  660,  743, 769^ 
767,793,874,e*/iaMim. 

British  dependencies,  Mr.  Crowinshield's  resolu- 
tion to  call  on  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  a  statement  of  exports  and  imports 
to  and  from,  agreed  to    -        -        -        -    481 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  -        .        -    681 

British  army,  a  petition  of  sundiy  offioers  who 
served  in  the,  previous  to  the  Revolution, 
praying  to  be  confinned  in  certain  grants 
of  land  made  by  the  King  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands    .-.----    981 

Broom,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  taxing  the  import- 
ation of  slaves        ....     866^  81S 

Burch,  Samuel,  a  resolution  to  allow  compensa- 
tion to,  for  certain  servioss,  laid  on  the 
table 1066 
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Busiiiefls,  the  Senate  appoint  a  joint  committee 

to  report  on  the  necessary,  6cc*        -        -    761 
the  House  appoint  a  joint  committee  -    779 

report  o(  the  committee  thereoi^  ordered  to 

lie  on  the  table 921 

Bynkerahoeck,the  late  Baron,  -a  copy  of  the  works 
of,  presented  for  the  Library  of  Congress 
by  Mr.  R.  H.  Goldsborough,  of  Maryland    440 

C. 

CalvOi  Marquis  de  Casa,  a  letter  from  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Orleans  -  -  -  -  -  1182 
Campbell,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  appointed  one  of  the 
committee  to  wait  on  the  President  to  in- 
form him  of  the  readiness  of  the  Hoosd  to 
receive  his  communications  ...  255 
Campbell,  George  W.,  remarks  x>f,  on  the  bill  for 

the  defence  of  ports  and  harbors      -        -    387 
in  support  of  the  motion  to  postpone  the 

resolution  relative  to  Yazoo  claims  -        -    489 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolution      706 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices        -        -        ...      86 
relating  to  the  journal  of  secret  proceedings    968' 
Cape  Hatteras.    (See  Shoala.} 
Cape  Look  Out    (See  do») 
Capitol,  a  bill  presented  making  appropriation  for 
completing  the  South  wing  of  the,  read 
twice  and  committed      .       .^        -        .    839 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 

read  a  third  time  and  passed   -     .   -  ^      -  1016 
a  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent with  a  request  that  he  will  take  effec- 
tual measures  to  have  the  said  wing  fin- 
ished by  the  next  session  of  Congress      •  1068 
the  aot  as  perfected    -        -        -    .    -        -  1284 
Caramalli  Hamet    (See  Hamet  CfaramalU.) 
Chairman,  a  new  rule  added  to*  the  standing 

rules  in' relation  to  the,  of  a  committee    -    300 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  memo- 
rial of  the,  read  and  referred  -        <•        -    301 
Chambers,  Joseph,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  War   -        -        -  1178,1179 

protest  of 1178 

copy  of  a  letter  from  to  Michael  Aelava      -  1180 
Chandler,  Mr.,  speech  ot,  on   Mr.  I^iicholson's 

non-importation  resolution      ...    788 
in  support  of  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt    -  1025 
Chaplains,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 

the.  appointment  of  two  ...    256 

the  resolution  concurred  in         .        .        .    256 
Charlestown,  Virginia,  a  report  against  the  peti- 
tion of  the  inhabitants-  o^  praying  that 
said  place  may  be  made  a  port  Of  entry 
and  delivery,  which  is  read,  debated,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  Uie  Whole     -    483 
a  motion  to  consider  said  report  negatived  -    933 
Cherokee  Indians,  the  Preddent  transmits  a  con- 
vention with  the,  which  is  referred  -        -  1063 
a  bill  reported  to  carry  the  same  into  efiect, 

read  twice,  and  committed      :.        .        .  1064 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1065 

laid  on  the  Uble 1079 

the  biU  recommited    -        -        -  .     -        .  1082 
Cheaapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  the  President  and 
DuectoTB  of  die,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole   636 


Page. 
Chevalier,  J.  A.    (See  Beaumarehais.) 
Chickasaw  tribe,  a  bill  presented  to  carry  into 
effect  a  treaty  with,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted    IMO 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  1016 
read  a  third  time,  debated*  and  passed'         -  lOSfi 
returned  from  the  Senate  with' an  amend- 
ment      1068 

the  House  disagree  to  the  amendment  and 

adhere 1082 

Cincinnati,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  anthorize  the 
sale  of  a  lot  of  land  in  the  town  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 454 

reported  without  amendment,  and  committed 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ...    456 
amended,  aiid  ordered-to  a  third  reading      -    488 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -    485 
the  act  perfected        ......  1229 

Claiborne,  W.  C.  C,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to 

the  Secretary  of  War     -     *-        -         -1176 
copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Governor  Foldi      -  1177 
copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 
Sute     ....         1181,  1185,  1186 

Claims,  members  of  the  Committee  of       -        ^    255 
Clark,  George  Rogers,  a  petition  of,  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands    301 
an  unfiivorable  report  ther«on    «       .       .    dOlI 
Clark,  Mr.,  temarks  o£,  on  the  reeolatioa  to  tax 

the  importation  of  slaves     .  •       -     947,  %S 
in  opposition  to  the  Society  of  Harmony  bill    473 
objections  ol^  to  a  lottery  for  the  Churdi  in 
Georgetown,  d^c.   .....    478 

remarks  of,  on  the  Yaxoo  claims  ...    488 
remarks  of,  on  the  reeolntion  to  amend  the 

Constitution 600,503 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  i^on-importatkm 

resolution 660 

remarks  of,  introductory  to  a  resolution  of 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Poatmaater 

General 831 

advocates  the  indefinite  postponement  of  tibe 

Cumberland  Road  bill    -        -        -         -    835 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate bill  in  relation  to  Yazoo  claims  -         -    906 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  plurality 

of  offices 1608 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Early's  resQlution,  in  case 
of  the  memorials  of  Ugden  and  Smith     -  liM 
Claaon,  Isaac,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 

and  referred  .....         -    3X 
Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Doorkee^r 
an  allowance  made  to,  for  extra  services    '  . 
Clay,  Joseph,  appointed  one  of  the  committee  on 
the  Presidei^t's  Message .        .        -         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  export- 
ation of  arms,  dec.  .... 
remarks  on  the  motion  to  present  a  s^vovd 

to  (xeneral  Eaton   -        -        -       2T7, 280,314 
remarks  on  the  bill  reported,  in  the  case  of 

the  brig  George      .....     282 
remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  coins     298 
remarks  on  the  bill  imposing  a  tax  on  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  .....      438 
remarks  introductory  of  sundry  resolations 
on  the  subject  of  non-intercourse  with 

Great  BriUin 441 

remarks  on  the  postponement  of  the  reaoln- 
tion  to  amend  the  Conitiiation        -        -     507 
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Clay,  JMeph,  remarks  of— oootinned.  Page. 

remarks  on  the  St  Domingo  bill  -  -512 
remarks   on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 

resolution 549 

motion  of,  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
rise,  from  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Nichol- 
son's non-importation  resolution      -        -    793 
speech  of,  in  support  of  that  motion    -        -    797 
speech  on  Mr.  Nicholson's  resolution  -        'SIS 
speech  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolutions  relat- 
ing to  plurality  of  offices         -        884, 929, 930 
speedi  on  the  same  gentleman's  motion,  in 

relation  to  the  Secret  Journal  •        -        -    961 
is  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker         -        -    962 
another  speech  of,  on  the  same  subject        -    976 
on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices    106,  108 
on  navy  appropriations      -        -        -        -1018 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt  •        -  1067 
Cleghom,  John,  petition  of,  read       ...    249 
Clerk  of  the  House,  a  resolution  authorizing  the, 
to  continue  his  contracts,  or  advertise  for 
new  ones,  for  supplies  of  printing,  station- 
ery, and  fuel,  for  the  next  session    -        -  1107 
Clerks,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  &x  the  compen- 

^  sation  of,  Ac         .        ,        -        .        .    997 
read  twice,  and  committed        ...  lOlO 
amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    -  1028 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1079 
the  act  as  perfected    .        -        .        -        -  1280 
Clinton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  ports  and  harbors  378, 623 
obtains  leave  of  absence      ....    933 
Clopton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  en  prohibiting  importa- 
tions, Stc.f  from  Great  Britain        -        -    862 

Cobb,  Arthur,  affidavit  of 1188 

Coins,  a  bill  reported  to  revive,  &c.,  the  act  regu- 
lating foreign         -        -        -        -        -    294 
debate  on  the  ^ame    -        -        -        -        -    298 
amended,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading-       •- 300 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  800 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  921 
amendments  and  "bill  referred  .  .  -  983 
amendments  of  the  Senate  agreed  to,  with 

amendments 936 

the  act  as  perfected 1263 

Collection  of  duties.  (See  Tmporti  and  Tonnage.) 
Colonial  trade,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  discharged  from  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  to  depreda- 
tions on  our,  and  the  subject  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  -  409 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  members  of  the 

committee  on         -        -        -        -        -    JWi3 
Committee  of  Accounts,  resolutions  instructing 

them  to  pay  the  Doorkeeper  and  laborers  1 107 
Committees,  appointment  of  the  standing  -        -    266 
of  the  Whole  House,  rules  regulating  the 

action  of 291 

Mr.  Sloan's  resolutions  relating  to  the  man- 
ner of  appointing  and  governing    -        -  1116 
Confidential  communications,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to.  inquire  and  report  whether  any 
alteration  should  be  made  in  the  standing 

roles  relating  to 448 

Conrad,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  defence  of  ports  and 

harbora 396 

on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the  Society  of 

Harmony 464,473 

on  a  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  -    499 


Conrad,  Mr.^  remarks  of-— continued.  Pa^. 

on  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  further  consideration  of 
Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolution   -    764 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Yazoo 

bill,  so  called 915 

on  the  Navy  appropriations       ...  1020 
on  ^e  Senate's  amendment  to  the  biH  re- 
pealing the  duty  on  salt  -        -        •        -  1099 
Constitution,  Mr.  Randolph  offers  an  amendment 

to  the,  relating  to  judges         ...    446 

a  debate  thereon 499 

the  same  postponed 608 

sundry  resolutions  to  amend  the,  presented 

and  laid  on  the  table      ....    894 
Mr.  Newton's  resolution  called  up,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -        -    988 
Contingent  expenses,  a  resolution  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  a  law  requiring  the 
Secretaries  of  the  several  Departments  to 
report  annually  a  detailed  account  of  their    363 
Contingent  Fund,  the  President  of  the  United 

States,  transmits  an  account  of  the  -        -    340 
Contractors,  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  Con- 
stitution to  exclude,  lh>m  a  seat  in  ei* 
titer  House  of  Congress,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -    933 
Contracts,  a  resolution  directing  the  Postmas- 
ter General  to  report  a  list  of  the  names 
of  persons  holding,  for  carrying  mail,  dbc    761 
report  of  tiie  PostmaiSter  General  in  obedi- 
ence thereto 828 

Cook,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  defence  of  ports  and 

harbors 623,626 

in  fevor  of  third  resolution  on  that  suMect  -    846 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Yazoo 

biU  (so  called) 907 

Copper,  a  bill  laying  aduty  on,  twice  read,  and 

committed  .---.-  938 
Cory,  William  and  Caleb,  deposition  of  -  -  1161 
Cranston,  John  L.,  and  others,  deposition  of  -  1 163 
Chittenden,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  remarks  of,  on  the 

bill  autiiorixing  a  detachment  of  militia  402 
Crowninshield,  Mr.,  appointed  on  the  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  -  -  266 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufec- 
tures  relative  to  the  collection  of  duties, 
and  on  his  own  resolution  on  the  same 

subject 566 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 

aims,  Ac. 870 

on  the  bill  reported  in  the  case  of  the  brig 

George           -        -        -        '.      "    .    •    *^ 
introductory  of  a  resolution  relating  to  im- 
pressed seamen      834 

on  «  motion  to  discharge,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  from  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  relating  to  neutral 

righu 411 

introductory  of  a  motion  to  call  on  the  Seo- 
ntaty  of  the  Treasury  for  a  sUtement  of 
imports  and  exports  during  the  year  1802    441 
on  a  resolution  to  regulate  trade  with  the 

West  Indies                   -      /        -        -    452 
in  support  of  his  report  against  making 
Charlestown,  in  Virginia,  a  port  of  entiy 
and  delivery *W 
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Crowninshield,  Mr.,  remarks  of— 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  8t. 
Domingo       -         -----     510 

on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolu- 
tion        662,  750 

on  continuing  the  Mediterranean  fund        -  1062 
Cumberland,  Maryland,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from,  to  the  State  of  Ohio        -        -        -     322 
read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole -323 

reported  with  amendments  -        -        -     517 

debate  on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  -  835 
the  questian  on  postponement  negatived  -  837 
the  hill  as  amended  ordered  to  a  third  reading  838 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  840 
the  act  as  perfected  -  -  -  -  -  1236 
Current  Coin,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  punish 

counterfeiters  of  the  -  -  -  -  536 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  -  -  576 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1100 
the  act  as  perfected    -        -        -        -        -  1290 

D. 
Dade,  John,  and  others,  deposition  of         -.       -  1165 
Dana,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  tax 

the  importation  of  slaves        349,  359,  363,  373 

on  the  defence  of  ports  and  harbors    -     383,388 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  relating  to  defence 
of  ports  and  harbors        -        -        -        -     393 

on  the  bill  authori^ng  a  detachment  of 
militia  -        -        -        -        -     401,406 

on  the  bill  imposing  a  tax  on  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  -----    439 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  St. 
Domingo       "       "      .  •       "       *       "    ^^^ 

expresses  a  wish  that  Mr.  Clark's  resolution 
of  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Post- 
master General  should  lie  over  for  a  day      832 

speech  of,  on  foreign  aggressions        -        -    896 

speech  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  secret  joiimal         .        .        -    ^57 

remarks  of,  on  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Navy 999,  1019 

moves  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section  of  the 
bill  for  redemption  of  the  public  debt       -  1053 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt,  dec.     1060 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Early,  in  the  case 
of  the  memorial  of  Ogden  i.  Smith  -  1090 
Danish  Consul,  at  Tripoli,  a  resolution  to  in- 
quire of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  service  rendered  to 
the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Philadelphia, 
by  the -        -    440 

report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  thereto,  read 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  •        -    536 

a  report  thereon,  with  a  resolution  in  honor 
of  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 828 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously      829 

ihe  resolution  as  approved  -        .        .  1296 

Darien,  Georgia,   a  resolution  to  instruct  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures to  erect  the  town  of,  into  a  port  of 
entiy     -        -        -        -        -        -        -    322 

Dawson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit 

the  exportation  of  arms,  &c.   •        •        -    271 

on  the  resolution  to  tak  the  importation  of 
slaves  (with  a  motion  to  postpone)  -        -    372 


Dawson,  Mr.,  remarks  o$—  Paee. 

on  defence  of  ports  and  iMU-bors         377,  380,  387 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  on  the  same  aab- 
ject        ....       394,396,523,525 

on  the  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  from  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  relating  to  neutral 
rights 409 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to 
plurality  of  offices  -        .        -        .        -     891 

on  the  same  gentleman's  motion  in  relation 
to  the  secret  journal        ....     952 

on  the  bill  for  fortifying  the  ports  and  har- 
bors        1042 

Debte  due  by  the  United  States.    (See  UniUd 

States  Debt,) 
Decorum  and  Debate,  rules  relating  to       -        -     288 
Denmark.    (See  Henricky  brigantine.) 
Direct  Tax,  a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  in  relation  to  collectOTB  of^    276 

a  report  thereon,  read  and  committed  -         -    331 

resolutions  reported  and  agreed  to,  refosing 
further  allowance  to  collectors  o^    -         •    321 
District  of  Columbia,  a  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ciicnit 
Court  of  the 352 

resolutions  to  recede  the,  to  Maiyland  and 
Virginia,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  -..----    458 

a  petition  of  the  inhabitante  of  Washington 
county   in  the,  praying   a  lecciBion  to 
Maryland  of  that  part  of  said  Diatiicl 
taken  from  Montgomery  county,  refiemd 
with  the  resoFution  abovementioned         -    53S 

a  petition  of  the.  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
Washington  county,  praying  that  city 
property  may  be  taxed  for  09unty  pur- 
.  poses,  referred  to  a  select  eommittee        -    536 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  same 
county,  praying  authority  to  endooe  the 
public  grounds  on  certain  conditions,  re- 
ferred to  the  last  committee    ...    536 

a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  sapple- 
mentaiy  bill  to  the  act  for  organizing  the 
militiainthe -    846 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof^  presented,  reed 
twice,  and  committed     ....    880 

postponed  indefinitely        -        .        .        .  106S 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  times 
for  holding  courts  in  the,  read  twice,  end 
committed 16S7 

bill  reported,  and  passed    -        -         •         -  1100 

the  act  as  perfected    -        -        -         -         -  l?73 

a  bill  to  add  to  and  amend  several  acts  in 
relation  to  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  IQSt 
Dodge,  George,  and  others,  a  report  adverse  to 

the  petition  of       -----     7» 
Doorkeeper,  a  resolution  to  fix  the  compensation 

of  the 263 

a  resolution  to  allow  extra  compensation  to 
the 390 

referred  to  a  special  committee   ...    397 

report  recommending  the  allowance,  agreed 

to 429 

Dorr,  John,  a  report  adverse  to  the  petition  of^ 

read,  and  agreed  to        -        -        -         .    3S4 
Douglas,  John,  memorial  of,  complaining*  of  the 
undue  eleetion  of  Michael  Leib,  Teierred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections         -         .     332 

a  report  adverse  to  the  prayer,  agreed  to      -    33S 
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Drawback,  a  bill  to  extend  tbe  time  (or  taking 
the  oath  and  sifting  the  bond  in  cases  of^ 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole 800 

recommitted  to  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures 344 

an  amendatory  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and 
committed     -        -        -        ...        .    390 

last  bill  amended        -        -       ,  -        -        -    453 

a  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  con- 
curred in        -----        -    456 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  on  a  petition  for,  on 
debentures,  read  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      -        -        -        -    306 
Dunn,   Thomas,  appointment  of,  as   Assistant 

Doorkeeper S55 

allowance  made  for  extra  services       -        - '  429 

E. 

Early,  Mr.,  rem«|k8  of,  on  the  resolotion  to  im- 
pose a  tax  on  the  importation  of  slaves  347,  363 

371 

introductory  to  his  resolution  relating  to  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  sevefal  depart- 
ments   -        -      '-        -  '     -        .        .    353 

on  the  resolution  for  defence  of  ports  and 
harbors .......    331 

introductory  of  his  own  .resolutions  on  the 
same  subject-        ...      391,395,530 

on  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  witnesses  in 
the  impeachment  case    -        .        .        •    495 

on  the  St.  Domingo  bill      -        -        .        -    614 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gnrgg's  non-importation 
resolution 623, 748 

speech  on  Mr.  Leib's  motion  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  firom  the  further 
consideration  of  said  resolution        -        .    763 

advocates  Mr.  J.  Clay's  motion  that  the  same- 
Committee  rise  from  consideration  of  Mr. 
Nicholson's  resolution    ....    799 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  plurality  res- 
olutions ---...    sg7 

remarkjB  prefacing  a  resolution  on  the  memo- 
rials of  Ogden  6c  Smith  -        -        .  1090 
Eaton,  Oen.  William,  a  raaolntion  in  itonor  of, 

referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole        -    874 

a  diseiisaioD  of  the  said  resoiution        -        -    277 

which  is  amended  by  striking  out  *<  swoid" 
and  inserting  a  ntedal  of  gold  with  auito-, 
ble  devices" 279 

the  resolution  referred  to  a  select  conmittee    281 

their  report  thereon  referred  to  Committee  of 
the  Whole 306 

a  debate  on  the  resolution  jui  amended        -    314 

the  resolution  recommitted         ...    391 

reported,  and  again  referred  to  Committee  of 
the  Whole 337 

a  letter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  kid  belbre  the 
House,  with  sundry  documents  in  aupport 
of  a  cUdm  fer  expenses  incurred,  dbc,  re* 
ferred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    799 

a  favorable  report  thereon  made,  and  a  ImU 
ordered  for  his  relief,  which  is  presented, 
twice  read,  and  committed      •        -        .996 

the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading       -        -  1083 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  te  Ue  on  tbe 
table 1083 
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Education,  a  bill  to  incorporate  an  Institution  for, 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  twice  read, 

and  committed 880 

Elections,  members  of  the  Committee  on  •        -    266 

a  report  of  said  committee  on  the  peiition  of 
Thomas  Spalding 302 

the  report  is  debated  and  recommitted      304,  306 

substance  of  the  debate  on  said  report      307,  312 

a  partial  report  fit>m  the  committee,  on  the 
eredentiais  of  members  returned     •        -    318 
BUiot,  Mr.,  remarks  of;  on  a  motion  to  refer  a  part 

of  the  President's  Message      ...    259 

on  the  resolution  to  present  a  sword  to  Gen. 
Eaton 277 

on  a  resolution  relating  to  impressed  sea- 
men      .......    336 

en  Mr.  Early's  resolution  relating  to  defence 
of  ports  and  harbora       ....    396 

an  additional  resolution  on  the  same  subject 
;moved  by 396 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non*importation 
resolution       ......    636 

EUis,  Colonel,  the  Governor  of  Mississippi's  or- 

dere  to 1197 

Elmer,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  in  hon- 
or of  General  Eaton       -        -        -        -    317 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 
and  harbors    --'...    389 

en  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Georgetown  -        -        -        .    478 

on  the  St.  Domingo  bill      -        -        -        •    514 

q»eech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resohition       ......    630 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolotions  relating  to 
plurality  of  offices 890 

on  the  same  gentleman's  motion  relating  to 
the  secret  journal 953 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt,  &c.    -  1061 
Ely,  Mr.,  remarks  o^en  the  resolution  relating  to 

defence  of  ports  and  harbon    ...    379 

en  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  Society  of  Har- 
mony     464,469 

on  the  St.  Domingo  Mil      -        -     '  -        -    515 
Entrance  and  clearance  of  vessels,  a  resolution  to 
instruct  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufectuces  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  altering  the  law  in  relation  to  the, 

in  certain  districts 698 

Eppes,  Mr.,  reasons  of,  for  moving  to  ^tpene 

the  oonsidention  of  the  Vazoo  claims       -    487 

remarks  of,  on  the  St  Domingo  bfll    -        -    515 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolution 666 

speech  on  Mr.  Nicholson's,  on  the  same  sab- 
ject 822 

speech  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  relating  to 
the  secret  journal 978 

speech  oa  the  Navy  appropriations     -        -  1001 

on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices      -  1013 
Estimate,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy's  estimate, 

ascalledfor 1021 

Evans,  John,  and  others,  a  protest  of,  against 

Spanish  aggressions  -  -  -  1171 
Evidences  of  public  debt,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  snfajeot  of  1160 
Exports,  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  a  statement  of,  of  all  for- 
eign merchandise  during  the  last  three 
yeais 446 
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Extra  service,  a  resolution  making  allowance  to 

certain  officers  of  the  House  for      -        -    429 
F. 
Finances,  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasu- 

Tjf  on  the  state  of  the    -        -        -        -  1 145 
Findley,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-im- 
portation resolution        ...      eio,  767 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  allusion  to 

subjects  discussed  with  closed  doors         -    621 
remarks  in  favor  of  postponing  the  Cumber- 
land Road  bill 836 

remarks  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relat- 
ing to  plurality  of  offices  -        -    886,  927 
remarks  on  the  same  member's  motion  in  re- 
lation to  the  secret  journal      ...    962 
remarks  on  the  adherence  of  the  Senate  to 
their  amendment  of  the  salt  bill      -        -1102 
Firearms,  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary 

of  War  for  a  statement  of  number  of,  dec.  -    337 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  to  the 
resolution       ......    339 

Fish,  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  report  a 
bill  to  equalise  the  bounties  on        -        .    298 
Fishing  Bounty,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jon* 

athan  Very,  praying  the,  agreed  to  -        -    892 
Fisk,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  the  resolution  to  tax 

the  importation  of  slaves        -        -        -    351 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 
and  harbors    ......    389 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices      -        -        .        .        .881 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill,  relat- 
ing to  Yazoo  lands         -        -        -  *       .    913 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  relation  to  tiie 
secret  journal         .....    g$6 

on  the  Navy  appropriations        .        .        :  1002 
Flanagan,  William,  affidavit  of.        .        .        -1193 
Floridiis,  the,  Mr.  Jackson's  resolution  calling  up- 
on the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  to  com- 
municate any  information  in  hu  posses- 
sion in  relation  to  an  application  said  to 
have  been  made  to  draw  money  fiom  the 
Treasury,  before  an  appropriation  by  law,   ' 
for  the  purchase  of  ....    995 

a  reply  to  the  resolution,  by  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury 1028 

Folch,  Governor,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  (Gover- 
nor Claiborne         1177 

Fontineau,  widow,  deposition  oi^  in  relation  to 

Bayou  Pierre H09 

Foreign  aggressions.    (See  NmHmportaiton  and 

British  aggressions.) 
Forfeitures,  dbc    (See  Judidtd  Courts.) 
Fortifications,  a  Message  from  the  President, 
communicating  information  asked  for  in 
relation  to  the,  dec.         ....    475 
France,  documents  riiowing  the  complaints  made 

by,  against  our  commerce  with  St.  Domingo  1216 
Franking  privilege,  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
to  inquire  into  abuses  of  the    -        -        -    267 
French  spoliations,  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  for,  referred    ...    275 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  second 

time,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -    297 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    300 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to     -        -        -        -    332 


French  Spoliations — continued.  Page. 

the  act  approved 1^5 

a  supplementary  act  on  the  same  subject    -  126) 
Frigates,  and  other  public  vessels,  a  resolution 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
report  the  condition  of  the      -        -        -    397 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 

reply  thereto 408 

Frying  Pans.     (See  Shoals.) 
Furs,  a  petition  of  the  Philadelphia  hatters,  pray- 
ing that  the  mode  of  vending  may  be  reg- 
ulated by  law,  read  and  referred      -        -    273 
G. 
Gallatin,  Albert,  letter  from,  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  relating  to  forfeits 

ures,  dec. 3S1 

(See  Treasury.) 
Galleries,  motions  to  clear  the  -      333  to  633j»<»anB. 
Galliopolis,  Ohio,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  relating 
to  a  grant  of  land  to  the  French  inhahit- 
ante  of  -        -        -        -        -         -       -    416 

referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  439 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  445 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -       -    447 

the  act  as  approved 1227 

Gantt,  the  Rev.  Dr.,  the  Senate  inform  the  House 

that  they  have  elected,  as  Chaplain         -    263 
George,  the  brig,  resolution  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manuiactares  to 
take  into  consideration  the  case  of  -       -  725 
a  bill  reported  to  admit  to  entry  the  bnndj 

on  board  of,  referred       -        -        -       -    281 
debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  re- 
committed     .-.--.    283 
a  report  thereon  again  referred  to  Commit- 
tee of  tiie  Whole 283 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •       -    286 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       -        .       .    293 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  to  incor- 
'    porate  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of, 

read  twice  and  committed       -         .        .    341 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  after  debate        -    479 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       -         .       -    4^1 
the  act  as  approved    ...         -        -  12© 
a  memorial  of  the  Corporation  of^  praying 
authority  to  the  Levy  Court  to  laj  a  tax  on 
city  property,  diEc,  refeiied  to  the  commit- 
tee on  a  similar  petition  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners   of  Washington    county, 
District  of  Columbia       -        •         -        -   135 
Georgia,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  pray- 
ing that  a  division  line  may  be  plainly 
marked  between  that  State  and  NoTth  Ca- 
rolina, referred       ...         .         .    340 
a  report  of  the  special  committee  thereon, 
referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole         -    456 
Glendy,  the  Rev.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain     -    257 
Goldsborongh,  Robert  H.,  th«  Speaker  retioested 
to  address  a  letter  to,  acknowledging  the 
delivery  and  acceptance  of  certain  books 
piesanted  by  -        -        -    ^    -        -         -    440 
Goldsborough  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  r«lmting 

to  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment       -         .447 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to 

Yaioo  hinds- 907,914 

is  excused  from  voting  on  said  biU,  and  the 
excuse  afterwards  rescinded    •        -         -    916 
Goodwyn,  Nathaniel,  and  o4herB,  an  unikvorable 

report  on  the  petition  of,  agreed  to  •         -    357 
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GoTomment,  «  bill  making  appropriatioiu  for  the 
support  of,  for  the  year  1806,  twiee  read 
and  committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole    486 
reported  with  amendments         ...    878 
the  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  879 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  879 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1009 
bill  and  amendments  Yeferred  to  the  Com- 

mittee  of  Waya  and  Means  ...  lOlO 
a  non-agreement  reported  and  a  conference 

asked 1016 

the  conference  agreed  to'by  the  Senate        -  1032 
a  r«port  from  die  Managers,  a  message  horn 
the  Senate,  and  the  two  Houses  agree     -  1028 

the  act  as  approred 1266 

Ghrand   Pre,  Governor  Charles,  a  letter  from,  to 

Governor  Williams         -        -        -        -  1198 
Granger,  Gideon,  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of         -        -        -     882 
a  report  from  said  committee,  recommend- 
ing a  postponement  of  the  inquixy  until 
next  session  of  Congress,  order^  to  lie  on 

the  table 1066 

the  consideration  of  the  report  indefinitely 

postponed 1116 

Grappe,  Jean  Baptiste,  a  deposition  o(  relating  to 

BvrovL  Pierre 1211 

Grappe,  Francois,  a  deposition  of,  on  the  same 

enbjeet 1212 

Gregg,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  President's  Message       -        -    260 
remarks  of,  introductoiy  of  his  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  Yasoo  claims       ...    265 
remarka  of,  introdnctory  of  inqniry  into  the 
acts  providing  for  the  disposal  of  lands 
northwest  of  the  Ohio     -        -        -        -    266 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  export- 
ation of  arms,  &c. 273 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  Revolu- 
tionary pensions     296 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  dscharge  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  that 
portion  of  the  Message  relating  to  neutral 
rights  ..-.-.-  411 
reihatks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  suspend  in- 
tercourse with  Great  Britain  -      .  -    41*2,  638, 

743,  767 
remarks  of,  on  hie  motion  to  print  the  report 
made,  in  1791,  by  the  Secretaiy  of  State, 
on  the  commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  nations     -        •        -    417 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  postpone  his  reso- 
lution relative  to  the  Yazoo  claims  -     434,  487 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  the  bill  relat- 
ing to  a  Naval  Peace  Establishment        -    447 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the 

Society  of  Harmony  ....  464 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution 602 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate bill  relating  to  Yazoo  lands        -        -    907 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  second  reso- 
lution relating  to  plurality  of  offices         -    927 
remarks  of,  on  the  bdl  reported  on  the  same 

subject #      -  1011 

Gregory,  Nathaniel,  a  resolution  to  compensate, 

for  eztn  servioes,  laid  on  the  table  -       -  1066 
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Gunboata,  a  resolution  appropriating  a  sum  for 

building,  read  and  referred  ...  302 
a  bill  for  building,  and  for  other  purposes, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  880 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1062 

H. 
Hamet,  Caramalli,  a  Message  from  the  President 
transmitting  sundiy  letters  relative  to,  read 

and  referred 484 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  temporaiy  re- 
lief of    .......  1079 

read  twice,  and  committed  ....  1083 

read  a  thiid  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1106 
Harding,  Captain  SeUi,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

Uie  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed    -    463 
indefinitely  postponed         •        -        -        -1116 
Harmony,  the  Society  of,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

to  empower,  to  locate  land  ...  409 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...    414 

a  debate  on  the  bill 463 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -    464 
read  a  third  time,  debated,  and  committed  -   466, 

470 

again  debated 473 

amended  and  rejected         ....    477 
Hate,  a  petition  of  sundry  manufacturers  of,  in 

Philadelphia,  read  and  referred        -        -    272 
Henrick,  brigantine,  the  case  of  the  Danish,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole   -        -    281 
a  favorable   resolution   reported,  which  is 

agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  -  -  -  476 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  480 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 610 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    616 
Hill,  Henry,  Consul  at  Cuba,  certificate  of  cer- 
tain protesta  1160 

Hodgson,  Rebecca,  an  unfovorable  report  on  the 

petition  of,  laid  on  the  table    -        -        .921 
Holden,  Thomas,  affidavit  of,  relating  to  Spanish 

aggressions    - 1194 

Holland,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  price  of  land    -    466 
House  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the  -        -    263 
members  of  the,  in  attendance     -    263,  264,  266, 
267,  263,  267,  272,  276, 281,  283,  286, 
306,  321,  322,  323,  4J6,  444,  447, 497 
adjournment  of  the    -        -        -        -        -1116 
Huasey,  Tristram,  a  favorable  report  en  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 617 

I. 
Importation,  a  resolution  to  prohibit  the,  of  cer- 
tain articles  from  Great  Britain,  referred  -    461 
agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  pursuance 

thereof 824 

a  bill  presented,  twice  read,  and  committed    829 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    842 

a  debate  on  the  bill 861 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -    877 

the  act  as  approvisd 1289 

Importe  and  tonnage,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufoctures  instructed,  to  in- 
Suire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
^e  act  regulating  the  collection  of  duties 
on,  BO  for  as  to  extend  the  time  for  taking 
the  oath,  giving  bond,  Ac.  ...  366 
the  same  committee  instructed,  dtc,  so  for  as 
relates  to  the  importation  of  malt  liquors, 
&C. 266 
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Imports  and  tonnage— continued.  Page, 

same,  so  far  as  to  remove  the  diaabilities  and 
restrictions  now  imposed  on  vessels  arriv- 
ing at  several  ports  of  entry  from  and  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  •  -  605 
a  bill  to  amend  the  said  act,  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,  presented,  read  twice, 

and  committed 841 

the  bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 946 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended  -  995 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  '  .  996 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1068 
the  amendments  agreed  to        ,-        -        -  1112 

the  act  as  approved 1284 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed, in  relation  to  the  act  fixing  the  sala- 
ries of  collectors  of  duties  on  -  -  -  298 
Impressed  seamen,  Mr.  Crowninshield  introduces^ 
a  resolution  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  a  report  of,  which  was  agreed  to  334 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  thereon  referred 

to  Committee  of  the  Whole    -        -        -     685 
the  President's  Message  in  relation  to,  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  -        .        -     348 
the  committee  ask  to  be  discharged,  and  to 
have  the  subject  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  which  is  agreed  to    -        -    4^)8 
Indian  lands.     (See  Northwest  Territory,) 
Indian  treaties,  a  bill  to  provide  for  carrying  into 

effect  certain,  twice  read  and  committed     1010 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -1016 

read  a  third  time  and  passed       -        -        -  1022 

the  act  as  approved 1293 

Indian  tribes,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 

into  the  act  regulating  trade  with  the      -    297 
a  bill  presented  to  continue  in  force  the  act 
establishing  trading-houses  with  the        -    342 
(See  Trading-houses,) 
Indiana  Territory,  a  petition  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  Alc^  of,  praying  that  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  may  be  permitted,  dec.      293 
also  a  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  land 

in,  &c. 294 

both  of  which,  together  with  a  letter  from 
Governor  Harrison,  and  a  petition  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants,  were  referred 
to  a  select  committee      ....    294 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  enclosing  res- 
olutions of  the  House  of  Representatives 
objecting  to  a  division  into  two  govern- 
ments, referred  to  a  select  committee        -     297 
a  report  from  the  last  committee  on  the  said 
petition,  with  sundry  resolutions,  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        •    466 

a  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  land  in, 
praying  further  time  and  relinquishment 
of  interest,  referred  to  the  same  select 
committee      ......    842 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   468 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    462 
read  a  third  time  and  passed      .        «        .    466 
returned  from  the  House  with  amendments     633 
bill  and  amendments  committed  to  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole 574 

postponed  indefinitely        -        -        -        -1116 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  explain  the  act  to 
divide  into  two  governments  ...    841 


Indiana  Territory — continued.  Page. 

committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  8tt 
postponed  indefinitely  -  -  -  -  1116 
a  bill  presented  to  amend  the  act  to  divide, 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...         -    893 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       ...    937 
a  bill  presented  respecting  claims  to  land  in, 
and  State  of  Ohio,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted    944 

read  a  thu*d  time,  and  passed     ...  1022 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment  1063 
amendment  agreed  to         ....  noo 
the  act  as  approved    .....  1279 
a  petition  oi  sundiy  inhabitants  of  Randolph 
and  St.  Clair  counties  in,  praying  a  divis- 
ion of  said  Territory,  and  that  slaves  may 
be  admitted,  referreid  as  above  -        -     848 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend  the  sale  of 
certain  lands  in,  and  Ohio,  read  twice  and 

committed -     996 

read  a  third  time  and  passed      ...  1016 
the  act  as  approved    .        -        .        .        -  1259 
Inspectors  of  customs,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  petition  o( 

referred 341 

Intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  a  resolution  in 

relation  to -    430 

with  foreign  nations,  the  act  to  defray  any 
extraordinary  expenses  of      -       -        -  19X6 

J. 
Jackson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolnlMnL  in 

honor  of  General  Eaton  -        -      280,316 

on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  ooins      -        -    399 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 
and  harbors    -        -        -        -  .     -        -    382 

on  the  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  from  that  portion  oi 
the  President's  Message  relating  to  neu- 
tral rights       -        -        -        -        -        -    410 

on  the  bin  to  tax  the  importation  of  slaves    443 

on  the  Senate  bUl  relating  to  the  Society  of 
Harmony 465, 468 

on  the  report  against  making  Charlestown, 
Virginia,  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery      -    4fi 

offers  a  resolution  relating  to  salaries  of  ter- 
ritorial officers,  which  is  not  considered  •    467 

introductozy  of  a  motion  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely the  Yazoo  claims  resolution  -         -    48i 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  payment  of  wit- 
nesses     --4f8 

on  the  resolution  to  purchase  certain  copies 
of  the  Journals,.of  Congress    -        -         -    aflO 

on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  reeolution     7^ 

on  Mr.  Clark's  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Postmaster  General  -     832 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  the 
Cumberland  road  bill      -,.       *        -         -     835 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  relatiYe 
to  the  secret  journal       -        -      949,  953,  987 

called  to  order  by  Mr.  Randolph  and  others     989 

and  retorts  severely  upon  the  former  -      988,  969 

making  an  explanation  in  relation  to  the 
misunderstanding  of  his  conversation  with 
Mr.  GalUtin  ..       .     '  .        .        .        .993 

expresses  a  wish  to  jpostpone  for  a  day  the 
third  reading  of  Navy  Appropriation  bill  1003 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lyon's  motion  that  Og- 
den  and  Smith  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition 1088 
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Piga. 
Jtckflon,  JaiiMSy  a  Senator  friMn  Georgia,  an- 
nouncement of  the  death  o^  to  the  Houae     827 
Jeiaey,  New  Jeraey,  a  bill  presented  to  declare 
the  town  of^  a  port  of  entry,  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole    448 
I  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  tfiird  reading 470 

recommitted,  amended,  and  passed  as  amend- 

,  ed 476 

the  act  as  approved 1S59 

Johnson,  Mr.,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  Br.  8ib- 
I                      ley  (on  the  march  of  troops)   ...  1202 
Joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  two  nouses  -        -    292 
Jonmal  of  the  House,  a  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  standing  rules,  so  as  to  {Prescribe  the 
mode  of  keeping  the       ....    446 
a  report  thereon,  and  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole    497 

the  report  adopted 836 

Jonmals  of  Congress,  a  resolution  to  purchase 

certain  copies  of  the,  referred  ...    482 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered        -    522 
a  bill  reported,  twice  read,  and  committed  •    432 
Judicial  courts)  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act 
relating  to  forfeitures,  dec.,  and  to  extend 
the  powers  of  the,  in  the  several  States    -    283 
a  report  M^ereon,  referred  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole 383 

(For  further  action  on  it,  see  Statt  Coufi9.) 
Jurors,  a  rsaolntion  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire as  to  the  compensation  to    -   -        -    294 

K. 

Kelly,  Mr.,  speech  o(  on  the  resolution  in  honor 

of  General  lUton 319 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 
rality of  offices        ...  .     890 
on  Mr.  Nelson's  motion  to  reject  the  Senate 
I                     bUl  relating  to  Yazoo  lands     -      906, 914,  916 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  relation  to  the 
,  seereCjoumid         .....    973 

I         Kemper,  Nathan,  Samuel,  and  Reuben,  aifidavitB 

of,  in  relation  to  Spanish  aggressions  1 190, 1191 
,         King,  Josias  W.,  allowance  made  to,  for  extra 

•  '.    ' 429 


Lamalaty,  Lewis,  deposition  of,  in  relation  to 

Spanish  aggressions       -        -        -        -  1210 
i        Lambert,  William,  allowance  made  to,,  lor  extra 

services  .-•-.-    429 

I        Landais,  Captain  Peter,  a  report  from  the  Secr»- 
^  taiy  of  State  on  the  memorial  of,  read  and 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole      435 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims      -    340 
I                 a  report  thereon  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole        ....    453 
k                 a  favorable  resolution  reported,  and  a  bill  or- 
dered             -        -    616 

bill  read  three  times,  and  passed         -        -    520 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment      779 

the  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 
ence asked     ......    709 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference      -        -    824 
managers  report,  and  the  House  recede  froi^ 
their  disagreemant         ....    838 


Page. 
Lands,  the  Committee  on  Pnbfic  Lands  instruct- 
ed to  inquure  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  lor  the  adjudication  of 
claims  to,  in  virtue  of  purchases  or  trans- 
fers previous  to  the  examination  of  grants 
under  the  United  States  ...    344 

a  bill  reported  by  said  Committee,  read,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole    -    480 
Land  Warrants,  a  bill  reported  to  continue  in 
force  the  act  authoriaing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  issue,  read  twice,  and  committed    476 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    509 

amended,  the  amendments  twice  read,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...    516 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenti, 
which,  with  the  bill,  were 'referred  to  die 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  ...    543 

said  Committee  report  their  agreement  to 
the  Senate's  amendments,  which  report 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole 955 

agreement  reported,  and  the  House  concur    994 

the  act,  as  approved 1258 

Latta,  James,  affidavit  of,  relative  to  Spanish  ag- 
gressions       ......  1188 

Liurie,  Rev.  Mr.,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  .        -    281 

allowance  made  to,  for  extra  services  -        -    429 
Laws  of  Nations,  debate  on  the  reference  of  so 
much  of  die  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  t)f  e  inteipolation  of  new  principles 

into  the 258 

Leander,  two  several  memorials  of  Samuel  G.  Og- 

d«n  and  W.  8.  Smith,  in  the  case  of  the     1085 

Mr.  Lyon  moves  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition        -        -  1086 

said  motion  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Barly  offers 
a  resolution  on  the  same  subject     -        -  1090 

whidi  resolution  is  agreed  to  ...  1094 
Leib,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introducing  a  motion  to 
instruct  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
ManufiMslares  on  the  subject  of  extending 
the  time  lor  taking  the  oath  and  giving 
bond,  dec. 265 

in-  support  of  his  motion  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  subject 
4}f  a  bridge  over  the  Potomac  -        -        -    416 

bill  relative  to  a  Naval  Peace  BsUblishment    447 

on  his  resolution  to  purchase  certain  copies 
of  the  Joumab      -  -        -        -    520 

761 


on  Mr.  Greg^snon-impoitation  resolution 
on  his  jnotion  to  postjpone  indefinitely  the 
Cumberland  Road  hill    -        -        -        - 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to  plu- 

-      rality  ofoffioe^ 

on  the  same  gentieman's  motion  relative  to 
the  secret  journal  -        .        -        -        - 
ott^his  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  for  pay- 
ing witnesses         -        -        .        -        . 
on  the  navy  appropriations         .        -   994,  1018 
Leonard,  Josq)h,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary 

of  SUte,  relating  to  Spanish  afiairs  > 
Levis  and  Maxwell,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  - 
(For  further  action  on  the  report,  see 
JoumaU  of  Congress.) 
Lewis,  Mr.,  opposes  the  discharge  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  Potomac 
bridge   --..--. 
speech  of^  in  favor  of  the  said  bridge  - 
fiivor  ofpostponing  the  Cumberland  Road  bill 
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Library,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  relating  to  the 
support  of  the,  twice  read  ... 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
the  act,  as  approved  -  -  - 
a  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  amending  the  act  concerning  the 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  twice 

read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  aa  amended  - 
a  notice  from  the  Senate  of  their  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  on  the    - 
the  Hoase  concur,  and  appoint  their  com- 
mittee .        -        -        -        - 
Light-housea,  a  bill  for  erecting  certain,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  for  other  purposes,  read 
twice,  and  committed     -        -        -        • 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were,  with 

the  bill,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  aa  amended  - 

the  act,  as  approved 

(See  Long  Island.) 
Limitation,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
claims  against  the  United  States,  barred 

by  the  statute  of 

Limits  of  Georgia.    (See  Georgia,) 

LitUe  Cornelia,  Mr.  Mumford  relates  the  case  of 

the,  before  the  British  Admiralty    - 
Long  Island  Sound,  a  bill  presented  if  provide 
for  light-houses  in,  and  for  other  purposes, 
read  twice,  and  committed 
ropoited  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment    -.----- 
which  amendment  the  House  concurred  in  - 

the  act,  as  approved 

Louisiana  Territory,  a  bill  to  extend  the  powers 
of  the  surveyor  general  o^  referred 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        - 

the  a,ct,  as  approved  .        -        -        -        - 

petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying  a 

grant  of  lands,  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Public  Lands    -        -        -        -        - 

petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying 

an  amendment  of  the  act  for  tdjusting  ti- 

ties,  dec.,  referred  to  the  same  committee 

sundry  documents  relating  to  robberies  oom- 

f  mitted  by  the  Spaniards,  in      - 

Louisiana  Company,  in  Ohio,  a  petition  of  the, 

praying  a  grant  of  lands  for  establishing  a 

colony  of  mechanics,    and    proliBssiotfal 

characters,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 

Lyon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  price  of  lands  465,  469 
against  postponing  Mr.  Nicholson's  non-im- 
portation resolution        ....    796 
against  postponing  Mr.  Clark's  resolution 

of  inquiry -    832 

against  postponing  the  Cumberland  road 

bill 886 

in  fevor  of  the  third  resolution  relating  to 

defence  of  ports  and  harbors  .        -        -    846 
on  his  motion  to  recommit  the  non-importa- 
tion resolution       874 


Lyon,  Mr.,  remark  of— continued.  Page. 

on  the  bill  for  fortifying  ports  and  harbore  -  1042 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt  -  -  1057 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  said  bill  1099 


M. 
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282 
298 

360 


939 
1292 


263 


787 


-     301 


321 
322 

337 

338 

1225 


-    322 


345 

352 

1230 


518 


834 


-  1214 


448 


Macau,  John  G.,  and  others. 

Company,) 
Macon,  Mr.,  NaUianiel,  election  and  address  of, 
as  Speaker    -        -        -        -        - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  io  the  brig 
George  .        -        -        -        - 

on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  coins     - 
on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  of 
slaves    ------ 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 

and  harbors 3^^  ^^ 

on  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  the  Society  4>f 

Harmony  .-..--  465 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  payment  of  witneasea  491 
speech  of,  on  Mx.  Gregg's  non-importation 

resolution      ...---    686 
speech  of,  in  continuation  of  the  same      700,  749 
McCreery,  Mr.,  remarks  of;  on  the  Senate  bill, 
relating  to  the  Society  of  Harmony 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-impoitatioa 

resolution 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  fortifying  ports  and 

harbors  - ^0» 

McFadon,  John,  and  Francis  Johonnot,  \nll  ot- 

dered  for  relief  of 

bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  to 

Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        - 

Madison,  James,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Marqus  de 

Casa  Yrujo    ------ 

Mails,  certain  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to 
the  conveyance  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Office  and  Poet  Roads 
Malt  liquors,  &c,  Mr.  Crowninshield's  resolu- 
tion relating  to       -        - 
Marine  Insurance  Companies  of  New  Ifork*  pe- 
tition of  the,  referred      ■        *        :         " 
Mariners,  resolution  relating  to  the  exemption  o^ 
from  militia  daty    -        -        -        -         - 

Marion,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on.  tiie  Revolutionuy 
pension  bill    -        -        -        -        - 

on  the  resolution  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  import- 
ation of  slaves        ... 
Maxahals,  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
ty  required  of         .        -  '     -        - 
a  bill  reported  relating  to  bonds  given  by, 
twice  read  and  committed      .        -         - 
ofdered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -         - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendnentn 
bill  and  amendments  referred  to  a  seleet 

committee      -      •  - 
a  partial  agreement  reported  and  adopted    - 
the  Senate  agree  in  part  and  disagree  in 
part       ....-- 

the  House  insist         .        -        -        -        - 

the  act,  as  approved    -        -        -        - 

a  resolution  instructing  the  committee  on 
compensation  to  jurors,  to  inquire  into 

that  to 

Massachusetto.    (See  Light-Hnuet.) 
Masters,  Mr.,  remaiks  of,  on  the  bill  autboriang 
a  detachment  of  militia .        -        -        - 
on  Mr.  Gregg's  aon-imp«itatao&  rewliitiOB 
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383 
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Masters,  Mr.,  rema^  of — oontinaed.  Page. 

speech  of,  on  the  resolation  relating  to  de- 
fence of  ports  and  harbors 

moves  a  new  section  to  the  bill  on  that  sub- 
ject      ..... 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  rela- 
ting to  Smith  and  Ogden 
Mattocks,  William,  and  Hainee  French.    (See 

Direet  Ttix.) 
Man,  David  Christoph,  books  presented  to  the 

House  by 574 

Maxwell,  Lieutenant  Joseph,  copy  of  a  letter 
from,  to  General'  Castanio*  at  Algeziras  - 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Commodore  John 

Rodgers 

Mead,  Cowles,  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 

his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  House 
Mediterranean  Fund,  resolution  in  relation  to 
the,  laid  on  the  table       .... 

(See&s/^.) 
Meigs,  Return  J.,  a  debate  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition  of 
a  bill  ordered  in  pursuance,  for  relief  of  - 
Members,  attendance  of  in  the  House  863,  864, 

866,  867, 863,  867,  878,  874,  876,  881,  883,  886, 
306,  381,  388,  383,  416,  444,  447,  497 

a  resolution  to  dia^ualifir,  engagedlxn  con- 
tracts, dec.     391 

Merrimack  River,  report  on  a  petition,  praying 
reimbursement  of  expenses  in  facilitating 
the  navigation  of,  referred  to  Committee 

of  the  Whole 

Message,  the  President's  annual.  (See  Senate 
proceedings,  <m/«,p.  11) 

resolutions  to  refer  the  above      ... 

a  partly  confidential 

documents  accompanying  the  same,  which 
were  not  confidential      .... 

a  supplementary,  enclosing  sundry  doea« 
ments    ....... 

a  confidential 444,  1186 

a  report  in  secret  session  on  the,  of  the  6th 
of  December  ... 

stating  his  approval  of  the  bill  relating  to 
foreign  intercourse         .... 

enclosing  an  original  letter  from  our  Minis- 
ter in  London 

Measonier,  Francis,  petition  of,  read  and  referred 

an  un&vorable  report  on  the  same  oon- 

cumdin 

Michigan,  a  report  of  the  Governor  and  presi- 
ding judge  o^  .territory,  transmittod  by 
the  President,  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee  ....... 

a  report  thereon  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe  - 

a  bill  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  officers  above- 
mentioned,  reported        .... 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  titles 
to  lana  in,  read  twice     .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

Senate's  amendments  agreed  to  - 

the  act  as  approved 1883 

various  bills  in  relation  to,  considered  in 
CommiUee  of  the  Whole       -        -        -    988 

(among  them  the  one  first  mentioned  above,) 
all  of  which  were  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing       -  ...        .        .        .983 
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301 
884 

988 

884 

938 

1079 
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Military  Establishment,  a  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the,  twice  read 

and  committed 878 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  jading      -    931 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    937 

the  act,  as  approved 1894 

Military  Peace  Establishment,  a  resolution  that 
it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  act  fixing  the, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  879 
Militia,  a  report  of  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  relating  to  the 
classification  of  the,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  -  -  .  .  387 
a  bill  from  the  same  committee,  authorizing 

a  detachment  of  the,  referred  .        .    833 

reported   with    amendments,    which  were 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 


376 
a  debate  on  the  bill 398 

408 
1088 
1087 
1886 


read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

which  were  agreed  to  .... 

the  act,  as  approved  .... 

a  resolution  relative  to  arming  the,  referred 
to  same  committee  .....    337 

the  report  of  said  committee  read        .        .    938 

the  President  transmits  a  statement  of  the     1010 

Mr.  Vamum  submits  a  report  on  the  organ- 
isation of  th% 1076 

Mint,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  addition  to  the 

act  establishing  a  -        -        -        .        .  1063 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  1064 

postponed  indefinitely        -        -        -        -  1116 
Mississippi  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  dec,  of,  read  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee  ....    267 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants,  praying 
right  of  pre-emption,  referred  to  the  same 
committee 867 

a  petition  of  the  same  character,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     -        .    390 

the  ooii^mittee  discharged  from  consideration 
of  the  first  petition,  and  the  same  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means    -    789 

a  partial  report  on  the  first  petition     -        -    849 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  dis- 
chtfged  from  further  consideration  of  said 
petition,  and  the  same  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        ...    994 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Wash' 
ington  county  in,  praying  a  donation  of 
land  for  purposes  of  education,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     .        -    390 

a  fevorable  report  on  the  same,  and  a  bill 
ordered 698 

a  bill  to  remove  the  limitation  of  the  right  of 
sufirage  in,  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -        -    440 

considered  in  committee    -        -        -        -    619 
Missouri,  the  President  transmits  the  report  of 
Captain  Lewis,  who  was  appointed  to  ex- 
plore the  river        .....    480 
Moore,  Mr.  T.,  remariLs  of,  on  the  resolution  to 

tax  the  importation  of  slaves  -        -        -    374 
Morrow,  Mr.,  a  sarcasm  of,  on  Mr.  Jackson       -    466 

remarks  of,  on  the  price  of  land  ...    469 

remarks  of,  against  pos^nement  of  the  Cum- 
beriand  road  bill 836 


sdvfl 


INDBX. 


xl?iii 


Bomie  Proceedings  and  Debaiet. 


Page. 

Mumfordy  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Nidiolaon*! 

non-importation  resolution  .  -  •  779 
expresses  himself  against  postponement  of 

the  same 798 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  relative  to  Ogden 

A  Smith 1089 

Muscle  Shoals,  certain  resolutions  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee  for  opening  the,  referred  to  a 

\       select  committee 576 

Mutineers.    (See  Breek,  William.) 

N. 

Nanjemoy,  a  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  dis- 
trict of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        •    476 
National  Intelligencer,  a  note  by  the  editor  of  the, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph's  insinuation 
that  discussion  on  the  Yazoo  claims  had 
been  *<  smothered''  -         -         -         -     908 

Naval  Peace  Establishment,  a  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  providing  for  a,  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       338 
bUl  debated        -  ....    447 

called  up  and  considered    ....  1065 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1078 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1083 
the  amendments  disagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 
ence asked     ......  1084 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference      .        -  1100 
managers  report,  and  Senate  recede   •        -  1101 

the  act,  as  approved 1272 

Naval  Service,  a  bill  making  additional  appro- 
priation for  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    257 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    257 
the  act,  as  approved  .....  1226 
another  bill  to  the  same  effect,  read  twice, 

and  committed 341 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    344 
another  bill  to  the  same  effect,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        •    345 
the  act,  as  approved  .....  1225 
Navy,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  read  twice,  and  committed  .  .  879 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1003 
bin  recommitted,  reported,  and  passed  -  1021 
the  act,  as  approved  .....  1282 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply  to 

a  resolution  of  the  House  ...  lOiQ 
a  copy  of  the  said  letter,  with  the  estimate 

asked  for 1021 

Navy  Yards,  resolution  to  provide  for  fitting  and 

preparing  certain,  referred      ...    824 
a  report  that  no  further  legislative  provision 
is  necessary        .  ....     938 

Nelson,  Boger,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution 

to  tax  tbe  importation  of  slaves  -  -  361 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  defence  of  ports 

and  harbors 384 

against  postponement  of  the  Cumberland 

road  bill         > 836 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relative  to  plu. 

rality  of  offices 886 

moves  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  on  the  Yazoo 

lands 906 

remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations  1003,  I0I9, 

1020 
remarks  on  the  bill  prohibiting  plurality  of 

1007 


Neutral  Rights,  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Com. 
mittce  of  Ways  and  Means  from  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  relating  to  the 
invasion  of    -----         -    409 

the  motion,  after  discussion,  agreed  to         -    412 

Mr.  Randolph  submits  a  correspondence  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject, 
which  is  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole 415 

Newburyport     (See  Toppan,  EdwarcL) 
Newcastle,  Delaware,  a  report  on  the  expediency 
of  erecting,  into  a  port  of  entry,  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       448 

the  said  committee  discharged,  and  the 
House,  after  twice  reading,  agreed  to  the 

report 471 

New  Hampshire,  resolution  of  the  Legislature  o^ 
praying  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu. 
tion,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  448 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  memorial  of  the  Cham. 
her  of  Commerce  of,  in  relation,  to  the 
aggressions  on  eommeiee,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  -  470 
New  Orleans,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  relating  to 

salaries  of  the  Judges  of         -        -       -    476 

read  twice,  and  committed  -        -       -    480 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed       -       -484 

called  up  and  rejected        ....    486 
Newspapers,  the  Clerk  ordered  to  cause  ^uee,  to 

be  furnished  to  each  member  -       >       -    256 
Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  the  case  of  the  biig 

George  -        - S81 

speech  of,  on  non.importation  from  Great 
Britain 86? 

remarks  introductory   of  a    resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution .        -        -       -    8M 
New  York,  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  dec,  of,  pray- 
ing an  adequate  defence  of  the  city         •    301 

memorial  of  the  merchants  of,  complaining 
of  aggressions  on  commerce    -        -        -    333 

memorial  of  the  citizens  of,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject— all  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole 829 

Nicholson,    Mr.,  remarks  of,  on   the   reference 

of  a  part  of  the  President's  Message        -    iSH 

introductoiy  of  his  resolution  to  prohibit  im. 
portation  from  Great  Britain  >        -        -    449 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  Senate  bill  re- 
lating to  Society  of  Harmony .        -        -    4^ 

on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian 
Congregation  of  Georgetown  -         -         -    479 

on  the  bill  for  payment  of  witnesses    -        -    493 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercouree  with  St 
Domingo       ..----    510 

on  the  resolution  to  purchase  certain  copies 
of  the  Journal        ....        -     521 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 
resolution       -        .    •    -        -        -         -    671 

speech  on  seconding  Mr.  Randolph*i  motion 
that  the  Committee  rise  from  the  coiunde^ 
ation  of  Mr.  Gregg's  resolution        -        -    777 

a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in  tbe  House    996 

the  Speaker  requested  to  inform  the  Execu- 
tive of  Maryland  of  the  same  ...    997 
Nicklin  and  Griffith,  a  favorable  report  on  the 

ntition  of,  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  -  473 
eported,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  476 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  .482 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -       -        -    485 
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Page. 
Non-importatioD,  Mr.  Gregg's  retolation  on  Um 
■ubject  o^  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ----.-.    412 
e  debate  on  said  resolution  -      587,  674, 575,  605, 
636,  700,  730,  761 
the  resolution  again  called  up,  and  the  Com- 
mittee refuse  to  consider  it       -        -        -769 
the  Committee  discharged  from  flirther  con- 
sideration of  it  ^     -        -        -        ...    g44 
sundry  resolutions  on  the  subject  of,  read  and 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  442 
Mr.  Nicholson's,  resolution  rektive  thereto  ^  449 
a  debfite  on  said  resolution,  and  the  Commil- 

tee  agree  to  consider      -        -      778,779,301 
yeae  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  said  reso- 
lution     824 

a  bill  presented  in  pursuance  of  the  resolu- 
tion, twice  read,  and  committed      -        -    829 
the  bill  debated,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading •    842 

again  debated    --••..    851 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  -    877 

Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  rasdations  adopted  by 
the  dtiiens  of,  expressing  their  indigna- 
tion at  the  aggressions  committed  by  Great 
Britain,  dec,  refinrred  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole 483 

North  Can^a,  a*dommiltee  to  inquire  into  the 

expedienqr  of  assenting  to  an  act  of        -    341 
a  bitt  reported,  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  said  act,  twice  read    ...    408 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .    446 
read  a  third  time,  and  pueed      •        •        .    447 
acomnnttee  ta  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  oiroutt 
court  in  the  district  of    -        •        -        -    375 
a  bill  reported,  twice  read,  and  oonuditted  -    414 
ordered  to  a  tUrd  readhig  -        ...        .    429 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    433 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which,  with  the  bill,  were  committed  to  a 
select  committee    -        -        -        -      '  -    462 
a  report  of  said  committee  oideied  to  lie  on 

theUble 480 

the  amendmeKt  of  the  Senate  agreed  to,  with 
an  amendment      -       ...        •       .    516 

the  aot  ae  ^^woved 1231 

a  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  TroMUiy 
to  eauee  the  coast  o^  between  Capes  Fear 
and  Hatterae,  to  be  surveyed,  twice  read  •    519 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .    835 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     ...    839 

theaet,asappiOTed. 1255 

Nmihwest  Terrilmy,  a  resolntioh,  inqBiring  into 
the  eeveral  acta  providing  for  the  dispoaal 
of  landeinthe»eidera4tolieonthet»ble    366 

O. 
Oath,  administration  of  the,  to  the  Speaker  and 

members  of  the  Rouse  ,  -        •        -        -    254 
Ocracoke,  North  Carolina,  an  amendatory  bill 
erecting  a  new  coUeotion  district,  to  be 
called  the  district  of,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 945 

Officers  of  the  two  Houses,  a  committee  to  in- 
quire' into  the  act  regulating  the  compen- 
sation of  the 263 

said  committee  report  a  bill,  which  is  read 

twice,  and  committed 390 

9th  Con.— 43 


Officers  of  the  two  Houses— continued.  Page* 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    445 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...    449 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments    838 

amendments  and  bill  referred     ...    834 

the  House  agree  to  some»  and  dimgree  to 
other  amendments  .....    839 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  oonfeMnoe       -    849 

the  conference  agreed  to,  and  managers  ap- 
pointed  876 

manageni  repoit  modifications,  to  which  the 
Senate  agree 931 

the  House  disagree  to  the  modifieatione,  and 
adhere  -' 98S 

the  act,  as  approved 1254 

Ogden,  Samuel  G.,  a  memorial  of,  compfaining 
of  the  conduct  of  certain  Executive  officers, 
presented  by  Mr.  Qumcy,  which  caused 
much  angry  debate        -        -        -        •  1086 

a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  said  memorial 
offered  by  Mr.  Early      ....  1090 

which  finally  passed  by  yeas  and  nays        -  1094 
Ohio,  a  petition  of  actual  settlers  on  pre-emption 
lands  in,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands       ......    594 

said  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means 326 

a  petition  of  sundry  settlers  and  purchasers 
of  hnds  Northwest  of  the  river,  praying 
iiirther  time  for  payment,  referred  to  same 
committee      -        -        -        -        .        .    305 

a  petition  of  sundry  purchasers  of  land  in 
Uie  State  of,  praying  further  time  for  pay- 
ment and  relinquishment  of  interest,  refer- 
red to  the  same  committee      ...    322 

a  report  thereon,  refenred  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole 884 

a  petition  of  sundiy  settlen  and  pnrchasen 
of  land  Northwest  of  the  river,  and  be- 
tween the  Miamis,  praying  the  right  ofnre- 
emption,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  -  >  .  ^  -  .  884 
a  report  thereon,  and  a  bill  ordered  in  pur- 
suance thereof  .....  981 
a  bill  fiir  the  relief  of  the  Governor,  Socreta^ 
ry,  and  Judges  of  the  late  Territory  Noith- 
weet  of  the  river,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         886 

rqMwIod  wttheni  amendment,  and  ordered  lo 

atUrdreading  -        -        -        -    844 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    868 

the  act,  as  approved 1888 

fr  resolution  directing  the  Seeretaiy  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  the  quantity  of  land 
sold  in,  annually,  from  the  30th  June, 
1808,  laid  on  the  table  ...  -  884 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend  the  mie  of 
certain  lands  in,  read  twice,  tod  commits 
ted  -  -  r  -  -  -  -  »W 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1016 

the  act,  as  approved 1859 

a  bill  relative  to  claims  to  land  in,  Ae^  twice 

read  and  committed  ....  914 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  ...  1028 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1080 
amendments  of  the  Senate  agreed  to  •  -  1104 
the  act,  as  approved 1879 


INDEX. 

Home  Proceeding^  and  Debates, 


P«ge. 
Ohio  Company,  a  committee  appointed  to  oonaid- 

er  the  memorial  of  the     -        -        -        -    264 
the  committee  dischargedj  and  memorial  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Lands      -    321 

an  unfavorable  report,  and  leave  to  withdraw 
the  memorial  granted      -        -        •        -    341 

a  second  report  on  a  part  of  the  same  me- 
morial, also  unfavorable .        -        .        .    343 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  a  memorial  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Kentucky  in  relation  to  the, 
read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee    -    448 

a  report  Irom  said  committee,  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rialists  -...«..    827 
Olin,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  relating 

to  Society  of  Harmony    ....    464 
Orleans  Territory,  petition  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of,  praying  a  donation  of  lands  for 
support  of  colleges,  dtc.,  read  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee      ....    272 

a  report  in  part,  read  and  referred  to  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole 619 

other  portions  of  said  petitions  referred  to 
Committee  on  Public  Lands    ...    522 

a  memorial  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of,  referred  to  the  first  committee     -        .    332 

a  petition  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of, 
referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands  .    433 

rdport  of  said  committee  read  ,and  referred  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole         .        .        .    827 

a  resolution  to  establish  land  offices  in,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Lands      •    463 

a  biil  from  the  Senate  to  ascertain  and  adjust 
titles  and  claims  to  land  in      -        .        -  1063 

read  twice  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands 1064 

report  of  said  committee  committed  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       .        -        .        .1079 

amended,  read  a  third  tune,  and  passed        .  1083 

the  act  as  approved    -        -        .        .        .  1274 

P. 

Paiddrick,  Jacob,  and  others,  a  protest  of,  relating 

to  SpanL^  aggressions  -  -  .  -  1167 
Palmer,  Henry,  and  othersi^  ditto  -  -  -1169 
Pamlioo  Sound,  a  bill  for  fixing  buoys  in,  and  for 

other  purposes,  twice  read       -        .        .    889 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -    938 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    939 
Patents,  a  poinmittee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  amending  the  laws  relating  to     -    618 
Patent  rights,  a  rmortfirom  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  adverse  to  the 

extenaidn  of 799 

Pearl  river,  report  of  the  CommissionerB  for  the 

district  of,  read  and  refened  •  -  -  518 
Peckham,  Elizabeth,  an  unfevorable  report  on 

the  petition  of 345 

Pennsylvania,  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  State  of,  twice  read 
and  committed  -  ...  .  .  393 
reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  462 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  462 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment  497 
the  amendment  agreed  to  -        -        -        .    509 

the  act,  as  approved 1232 

a  petition  firom  sundry  inhabitants  0^  pray- 
ing an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  n^ 
foznd  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -       -    444 
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Pensioners,  a  resolution  directing  the  SecKtarr 
of  War  to  report  at  next  sessioii  a  liit  I 
placed  on  the  rolls  of  the  serenl  8tstes  for 
RevoluUonaiy  services,  ordend  to  lie  on 

the  table 

Pensions.    (See  RtvoluHonary  War,) 

Peters,  Robert,,  and  others,  petition  of,  in  relation 

to  subdivisions  of  squarea  and  bte  in  the 

City  of  Washington,  read  and  refened  - 

a  bill  presented  for  purposes  prayed  for,  read 

twi^e  and  committed     -       .      .     . 

Petersburg,  Virginia,  certain  resolutioni  of  the 

inhAbitants  of,  referred  to  Conunittee  of 

the  Whole 

Philadelphia,  petition  of  the  Chamber  of  Commene 
of,  referred  to  Committee  of  Commerce  lod 

Manufectuiee 

petition  of  the  merchants  and  traden  0^  re 
ferred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  •     . 
Philadelphia  frigate,  petition  of  the  late  ocvof 
the,  referred  to  Committee  of  Claims 
an  unfevorable   report  thereon,  refetied  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole       -      .     . 
said  committee  discharged  and  leate  gireo 
to  withdraw  the  petition         -      •     . 
another  petition  or  the  same,  refemd  to  1 
special  committee   -        -       ...  439 
Phillips,  John,  an  allowance  made  to^ior  otn 

services-        -        -        .       .     .     .  4J9 
Piankeshaw  Indians,  a  treaty  with  the,tnitsBai- 

ted  by  the  President,  referred  -      •     •  IQS) 
Pinckney,  Charles,  eztrapts  of  letterBfrom,U)1]» 

Secretary  of  State  -        -       .      -     •  1157 
Plurality  of  offices,  Mr.  Randolph'a  renlationi 
in  relation  to,  referred    .       .      .     • 
a  debate  on  the  first  resolution  - 
which  is  rejected        -        -   ,    -      •     • 
a  debate  on,  the  second  resolution 
the  second  resolution  isejeeted     - 
the  third  resolution  debated       -      -     ■ 
this  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  Ofderod 
a  bill  reported  and  read  twice     * 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -       • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chanto  of,  praying  the  establishment  of  a 
port  of  entry  at,  referred  to  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  - 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  a  motion  to  makCft 
port  of  entiy  forveesels  from,  or  torn  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  lost  -       -      - 
Ports  and  Harbors,  Mr.  Bawson's  fssolationi  I^ 
lating  to  protection  oi,  refeired  to  Comniit- 

tee  of  the  Whole 

debate  on  the  first  and  second  resolutHxif  • 
again  called  up  in  Committee  of  the^  Whole 
vrithout  action  on  the  .  -  -  • 
another  debate  on  them  -  -  -  • 
the  two  resolutions  agreed  to  •  -  * 
a  debate  on  the  third  resolution  -  -  - 
which  is  disagreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  in 

pursuance  of  the  first  and  second    -      -  ^ 
a  bill  for  fortifying,  reported,  read  twice  and 

committed Jj 

read  by  sections         -        -        "    .  "  .    " 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  timet 

and  paseed '  ^^ 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  lOw 
amendments,  with  the  bill,  committed       •  1^ 
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Hou9e  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Porta  and  Harbors— oontui««L  Page* 

the  Senate  amendments  agreed  to       •        -  1084 

the  act  as  approved 1287 

a  resolution  to  request  the  President  to  in- 
form the  House  what  meastires  have  been 
taken  by  the  States  indebted  ta  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  defence  of       -        -    302 
Postmaster  General,  k  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  the  -        -        -    882 
(See  Granger,  Gideon.) 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  a  committee  on, 

appointed       ......    266 

a  report  of  said  committee  referred     •        -    921 
a  resolntion  instructing  the  committee  on, 
to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  compensating  the  services 

of  Isaac  Briggs 497 

Post  Office,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Postmaster  General  to 
cause  the,  to  be  kept  at  or  near  the  Capi- 
tol, ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -841 
postponed  indefinitely        ....    880 
Post  Ro^,  a  bill  further  to  alter  and  establish 

certain,  read  twice,  and  comn^itted  -        -    829 
amendments  made  to  said  bill    ...    937 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    938 
returned  from'  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Post  Of* 
fices  and  Post  Roads       ....  1064 
said  committee  report  their  agreement  to  the 
same  in  part  and  disagreement  in  part,  in 
which  the  House  concurred    ...  1068 

the  act,  as  approved 1295 

Potomac  river,  petitions  heretofore  presented  on 
the  subject  of  %^  bridge  over  the,  referred 
to  a  select  committee      ....    263 
said  committee  make  a  report  favorable  to 

the  prayer  of  said  petition        •        -  354 

considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole    409,  413 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  from 

the  further  consideration  of  it  lost  -        -    417 
the  resolution  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the,  car- 
ried, and  a  bill  ordered  to  that  effect        -    428 
a  bill  reported  and  referred  ...    455 

a  debate  on  the  bill 532 

amended  and  reported  to  the  House    -        -    535 
certain  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  House    824 
the  bill  as  amended  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         827 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    833 
sundry  petitions  for  and  against  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  over  the        -        -      397,  416,  455 
Presbyterian  congregation  of  Georgetown,  ^  bill 

to  incorporate  the,  read  twice  -        -    341 

a  debate  on  the  bill 477 

ordered  to-  a  third  reading  ....    479 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsad     -        ^        -    481 

the  act,  as  approved 1282 

Prince  William,  a  petition  from  the  county  o^  on 

the  subject  of  Potomac  bridge  -        -    826 

Printing  and  stationery,  report  of  the  Clerk  of 

'the  House  of  his  proceeding  relative  to   -    256 

Public  acta  of  Congress 1225 

Public  buildings,  at  Washington,  the  President 
transmita  the  report  of  the  Sliirveyor  of  the, 
which  is  referred  to  a  select  committae  321 
Public  debt,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  redemption  of  the, 
read  twice  and  Gommitted      ...    933 


Public  debt—contiiMied.  Page 
a  debate  on  the  bill    -        -        •        -        -  1027 
a  motion  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section  lost  1053 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        ...  1054 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1066 
Public  grounds,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  a 
bill  concerning  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   893 

Public  lands,  appointment  of  a  standing  commit- 
tee on     -        -  285 

a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  authorizing  the  re* 
ceipt  of  evidences  of  public  debt  in  pay- 
ment for,  read  twice,  and  referred  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       ....    334 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    398 
called  up  in  the  House,  and  amended         -    415 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     416 
returned  firom  the  Senate  with. amendments, 

and  referred  -*.-..    944 
a  non-agreement  reported,  and  a  conference 

asked 994 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference     -        -    996 
a  report  fJeom  the  conference,  and  the  House 

insist 1015 

the  act,  as  approved 1291 

a  resolution  inatructiilg  the  Committee  on, 
to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  to  con- 
firm any  daims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  founded  on  Spanish  warrants, 

dec 462 

a  report  of  the  committee  on,  on  sondiyi  pe- 
titions referred  to  them  .        .        «        .    532 
another  report  of  the  same  character  •        -    698 
a  resolution  offered  to  prohibit  credit  on,  re- 
ferred      850 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on         -        -        --       -        -    861 

a  report  of  said  committee  thereon  referred 
to  Committee  of  the  Whole    ...    948 
Public  roads,  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee 

to  inquire  into  certain,  referred        -        •    276 
the  committee  discharged  firom  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject    -        •        .    322 

Q. 
Quincy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  refmnoe  of  a 

part  of  the  President's  Message  -  -  259 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  arms, 

Ac 270,271 

on  the  resolution  to  present  a  sword  to  Gen* 

Eaton    -        -   ♦    -        -        -        -        -    279 
on  the  bill  authoriiing  a  detKhment  of  mi- 
litia        403 

to  incorporate  the  Presbyterian  congregation 

ofGeoigetown 479 

to  prohibit  intercourse  with  St.  Domingo    -    513 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  second  resolution,  relating 

to  plurality  of  offices  -  -  •  -  927 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  same  subject  -  1012 
on  the  Navy  appropriations  ...  1018 
on  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  ports  and  har- 

bon 1030 

repealing  the  duty  on  salt,  Ac.  -  1056,  1061 

on  the  motion  relating  to  Ogden  and  Smith  1087 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson  on  that  subject       -  1088 
Quorum,  a  message  sent  to  inform  the  Senate 

that  the  House  have  formed  a         -        •    254 

R. 

Randolph,  John,  appointed  on  the  joint  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the  President   ...    25& 
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nuiddlph,  John,  remarici  of-Hsontiiiiied.  Pig«. 

lemarfci  of,  on  a  resolation  lelftUiig  to  North* 
WMt  kiids     -        -        •        ...        -366 

en  asking  leave  for  a  biU  relating  to  French 
rootiations     -        •        -   /    -        -        -    274 

on  die  motion  to  ameiKi  the  resolution  in 
honor  of  General  Eaton  -        •     814,317 

exj^aining  the  silence  of  the  Gonunittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  on  the  snbject  of  the    . 
Message,  so  fiir  as  it  related  to  the  inta- 
slon  of  neutral  rights     ....    416 

introductory  of  a  resolution  relating  to  inters 
course  with  Great  Britain       ...    430 

resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution    600,  606 

introductory  of  his  resolutions  relating  to 
plurality  of  offices  •        .        .        .        •    608 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-impoftation 
resolution       ......    666 

in  reply,  on  tiie  same  subject      .        .        •    692 

on  Mr.  Leib's  mdtion  to  discharge  the  com- 
mittee  (same  subject)      ....    763 

is  called  to  order        .....    769 

speedi  of,  on  Mr.  Nicholson's  non-importa- 
tion resolution        ...      790, 860, 876 

on  his  resolutions  relating  to  plurality  of 
offices    ....       881,889,936,928 

on  the  Senato's  bill  relating  to  Yazoo  lands     908 

916 

remarks  on  giving  notice  of  hb  intended 
motion  in  relation  to  the  secret  joumid    -    939 

on  introducing  the  said  motion,  and  after- 
wards     946,968,981 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Vi^mnm     ....    gge 

on  the  Navy  apprepriations        -    998, 100,  1004 

on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices     -  1006 

introductory  of  a  resolution  to  repeal  the 
duty  on  salt 1023 

in  reply  to  Mr:  Thomas  on  that  subject      •  1024 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Quincy  on  <he  bill  on  the 
same  subjject 1066 

on  the  section  of  said  bill  continuing  the 
Mediterranean  fiind        ....  1062 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  said  bin   1096, 

1096,  1097,  1099 

on  Ibe  fienato's  adheranoe  to  said  amend- 
ment, after  conforence    -        -        -        -  1102 
Randolph,  T.  M.  phiiippie  o^  against  John  Ran- 
dolph      1103 

apology  of,  to  the  House  for  his  vehemence    1 106 
Bapp,  George,  and  others.    (8ee  Harmdnv.) 
Kecess  of  Congress,  a  joint  oommiMee  to  mfonn 

the  President  of  the  proposed  -        -1100 

Becords,  dec    (See  State  Acts.) 
Jteftigees,  a  report  from  the  Commiesionem  under 

the  act  for  relief  of,  referred    ..        -        .    273 

a  hill  presented,  read  twice,  and  committed      281 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    394 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    297 

copy  of  the  report  of  the  Commissionen  un- 
der the  ael  for  the  relief  of     -        -        -  1083 
Stfvienue,  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of,  derived  from  certain  sources    •   440 
Bovisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  memben  of  the 

Committee  on 366 

reporte  presented  by  said  committee    -     285,  476 
Bevolutionary  war,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  what  further  measures 
are  necessary  m  relation  to  those  disabled 
in  the 367 


Revolutionary  war— -continvsd.  p^^ 

a  bill  reported  in  pursuance  thereof  reed 

twice,  and  referred  -        -       -       -   S76 

discussed,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  397 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  397 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmentB, 

and  referred  to  Committee  on  Claims     -   93] 
the  report  of  said  committee  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble          937 

debate  on  said  report  -        ...   939 

a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  lost       -      .   94} 
a  motion  to  amend  by  placing  on  the  list  of 
pensioners  all  who  are  now  on  the  pen- 
sion lista  of  the  several  States,  negatiTed   94S 
the  amendmento  of  the  Senate  agreed  to   -   Md 
the  act  as  approved    •        -        -       -      •  1296 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  lela- 
tion  to  claims  to  land  for  niilitaiy  services 

during  the     - lOIO 

a  resolution  directing  the  Secretaiy  of  War 
to  report,  at  the  next  session,  a  list  of  pen- 
sioners placed  on  the  rolls  of  the  respediTe 

States  during  the 1064 

Bhea,  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  speech  o(  on  Mr. 

Gregg's  non-importation  reeolation         •   738 
on  Mr.  Randolplrs  resolutions  relsfing  to 

plurality  of  offices-        •       -       -889^939 
expresses  opposition  to  the  fatQ  on  t&e  iisf 

subject l<Hf9 

remarks  o(  on  the  Senile's  amendment  la 
the  salt  biU  -        -        -       -  \OW,lQ^  10» 
Rhode  Island,  sundrv  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of,  disagreeing  to  the  lesolatiottB 
of  Kentucky  and  PennsyKvania,  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution      -      •   827 
Roban,  Francis,  a  deposition  of,  relative  to  Span- 

.  ish  aggressions 1%14 

Rodney,  Thomas,  a  note  of,  on  the  affidavit  of 

Flanagan 1194 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Governor  Williams  ItOl 
Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  a  bill  to  declare,  a  port 
of  deliveiy,  and  for  odier  purposes,  read 
twice  and  conunitted      -        ...  301 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        -         -       .       -   391 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -       .      -  38 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment,     337 

which  amendment  was  concurred  in  -       -   337 
.   the  act  as  approved    -        -        -        .       .  ISSS 
Rules  and  Orders,  a  resolution  adopting  the,  of 

the  last  session      -        -        -        .       -   IS 

resolutions  to  amend,  laid  on  tlie  table       -   4n 

Mr.  Leib's  resolution  to  amend  -        ^      .  44$ 

Mr.  Thomas  submita  a  resolution  to  amend   831 

Rnmsey,  David,  a  letter  from,  complaining  ef  the 

impressment  of  Us  son,  referred  to  die 

Secretary  of  State 333 

Russell,  Gilbert  C,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fur  the 

reliefof         ...        ...    937 

read  twice,  and  committed  -        -        -       -   938 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed'     -        .       -  1919 


Sabine,  information^m  the  President  of  inno- 
vations by  Spanish  troops  on  the    -       -   838 

Sailly,  Mr.,  objecta  to  Mr.  Goldsborongh  being  ex- 
cused from  voting  .        .       -         .       .   914 

St.  Clair,  Arthur,  a  petition  of,  praying  to  be 

heard  at  the  bar  of  tho  House         -       -   696 
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&L  Clair,  Arthur— continued.  Pago, 

a  reaolution  that  he  be  heard,  laid  on  the 

toble 761 

the  reeoltttion  agreed  to,  and  a  day  appoint- 
ed to  hear 779 

the  eame  postponed  indefinitely  -        -    799 

8t.  Domingo,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  suspend 

trade  with,  referred  ....  485 
debated,  and  postponed      ...     499,  510 

passed 515 

the  act  as  approTed 1228 

Salem,  Massachusetts,  memonal  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of,  relative  to  aggressions,  dec.         •    414 
Salt,  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  instructing  the 
Conmiittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  duty 

on         -        - 1023 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred         -  1025 
a  bill  reported  in  pursuance  thereof,  read 

twice 1028 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1063 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  '      -        -  1067 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment  -  108S 
the  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  a  confer- 
ence asked     1084 

the  managers  report  the  adherence  of  the 

Senate 1101 

the  House  recede  firom  their  disagreement  -  1105 
Sandford,  Mr.,  appointed  on  the  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  the  Postmaster 
Oenerd,  (in  place  of  Mr.  Clinton,  absent)    933 
Say  re,   Stephen,  the  petition  of,  and  the  report 

made  on  4t  at  t^e  last  session,  referred     -    272 
Seamen,  sundry  resolutions  relating  to,  and  mer- 
chant vesseb,  referred    ....  1064 
Secret  Journal,  Mr.  Randolph  gives  notice  of  an 

intended  motion,  in  relation  to  the  -  -  939 
the  said  motion  made  ....  949 
a  question  of  otder  anses  on  the  motion,  and 

the  Speaker's  decision  is  reversed  -  .  956 
another  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  on  the  same 

sulgect,  negatived  .....    995 
a  motion  to  amend  the,  unantmoosly  earned  1 136 
Secretproceedings,  the  journal  of     -        -        -  1117 
Senate,  the  House  informed  that  they  have  form- 
ed a  quorum,  and  elected  Samuel  Smith, 
President  pro  tern.  -        •        «        .    255 

Sergeant-at-Arms,  a  resolution  t*  compensate  the, 

for  extra  services,  laid  on  the  table  -        -    390 
the  resolution  referred  to  a  select  committee    397 
Shell  Castle  Island,  a  res<rfation  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  ManQfiu>- 
tnres  to  include,  in  the  district  of  Wash- 
ington, North  Carolina  -        -        •        -     274 
Ships-of-the-liae,  a  resolution  to  build,  read,  and 

wftrred 362 

Shoals,  a  reeolutiott  to  survey  the,  of  Capes  Hat- 
teras  and  Lookout,  and  the  Ftying  Pan, 

velened 440 

a  report  thereon 519 

Sibley,  Dr.  John,  extraets  of  letters  fiom,  to  the 

SeontKiy  of  War  -        -        1206,  1206»  1207 
Sinking  Fond,  a  report  from  the  Commiasioneii 

ofthe    .......  1158 

Slate  Company,  a  wpmi  on  the  petition  of  the 

Dutchess  county,  leitasing  the  prayer      -    633 
Skves,  a  resolution  to  tax  the  importatioa  ot, 

laid  on  the  table 273 

caUed  up,  and  postponed   .        .        .        •    274 
resolution  debated 346 


Slaves,  importation  of— continued.  Page, 

progress  reported,  and  leave  granted  to  sit 

•gain 351,   372 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered       375 
a  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  -     397 
the  bill  debated,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing          434,  442 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  a  select 
committee      ......    444 

said  committee  report  a  new  bill,  and  a  mo- 
tion to  nyect  lost 533 

resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ver- 
mont, proposing  such  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  as  to  prevent  the  import- 
ation of,  read,  and  laia  on  the  table         -    344 
a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  what  addi- 
tional provisions  by  law  are  necessary  to 
prevent  the  importation  of     '        »        m    445 
a  report  from  said  committee      ...    472 
the  report  r^rred  to  the  Conunittee  of  tha 

Whole 473 

a  resolution  reported,  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to,  a  committee  appointed,  and  a  bill  or- 
dered    -        -^ 522 

a  bill  to  prevent  the  introduction  of,  into  the 
Mississippi  and  Orleans  Territories,  read 
twice,  and  committed  ....  878 
sundry  petitions,  prayinjg  that  the  introdue- 
tion  of,  m*y  be  permitted  into  the  Terri- 
tory of  Indiana  ....  293,  848 
Mr.,  remariLs  of,  on  his  resolution  to  tax 
the  importation  of  slarea  •     346, 368 

introductory  of  histeaolution  on  the  eutgect 

of  British  aggressions  ....  443 
on  the  Senate  bill  in  reiatiQii  to  the  Society 

of  Harmony  -       ' 464 

objections  of,  to  incorporating  the  Presbyte- 
rian Congregation  of  Georgetown  -        -    478 
objections  of,  to  reoommitting  the  bill  author- 
ising the  issue  of  land  warrants  -    609 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  relating  to 

defence  of  ports  and  harbors  ...  530 
on  Mr.  Oregr  •  non-importation  resolution  -  606 
oa  Mr.  Nicholson's  reeolution  on  the  eaaie 

sulgeot 801 

on  Mr.  Clark's  reeolution  of  inquiry  into  the 

eonduot  of  the  Postmaster  General  -    833 

opposes  the  motion  to  recommit  the  non-im- 

portatioQ  resolution        ....    876 
remarks  of^  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate biU  on  the  Yaioo  lands     -     .  •        -    907 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  in  relation  to  the 

secret  journal 958 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  salt  bill  -  1095 
speech  o^  introductory  of  two  resolutiona,  in 
relation  to  the  appointment  of  fommittee   1 107 
Smilie,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  reference  of  a  pert  of 

the  Preeident*s  Msasage  ...    2it 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 

8irms,dte. 870 

on  the  resolution  to  present  a  swoid  to  Gen. 

Eaton %7$ 

movee  to  recommit  the  said  resolution  •  320 
remarks  U,  on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  ....  350 
moves  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  Wajw 
and  Means  fhnn  so  much  of  the  Pnai- 
dent's  Message  as  relateeto  theoondnctof 
belligerent  Powers         ....    378 
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Smilie,  Mr,—- <:oiitinued.  Page. 

remark!  of,  on  the  resolutions  relating  to  de- 
fence of  ports  and  harbors      385,  388,  396,  523 

in  support  of  his  motion  just  above  men- 
tioned     410 

on  the  Senate  bill,  relating  to  the  Society  of 
Harmony 464>  468 

in  fevor  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Pres- 
byterian Congregation  of  Georgetown    -    4T8 

on  the  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution    503 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  trade  with  St.  Do- 


mmgo 


512 


on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolution  683, 749 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Leib,  on  his  motion  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  (same  subject)      -    762 
opposes  the  rising  of  the  Committee  from  Mr. 

Nicholson's  resolution     -        -        -     707,822 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clark's  resolution,  relating 

to  the  Postmaster  General       ...    832 
opposes  the  postponement  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  biU  837 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  plurality  res- 
olutions -        -        -        -        -        -    888 

on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  on 
Yazoo  lands  ------    915 

on  the  Navy  appropriations        -      •  -        -  1002 
on  the  biU  relating  to  plurality  of  offices  1008, 1012 
proposes  a  new  section  to  the  bill  for  fortify- 
ing ports  and  harbors      .        -        -        -  1080 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  salt  bUl UOl 

Smith,  Samuel,  information  to  the  House  of  his 
election  as  President  pro  tempore,  of  the 

Senate 255 

Smith,  John  C,  remAks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohi- 
bit the  exportation  of  arms,  dec.       -        -    262 
on  the  Revolutionary  pension  bill        -        -    296 
on  the  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  of 

slaves 873,443 

on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  relating  to  defence 

of  ports  and  harbors        -        -        -        .    393 
on  the  bill  for  payment  of  witnesses   -        -    490 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  trade  with  St  Do- 
mingo   -        -        - .      -        -        -        -    612 
Smith,  William  S.  (See  Leander,  and  Ogden,  8.  G,) 
South  Carolina,  a  resolution  to  refer  an  act  of 
the  State  of,  (laying  a  duty  on  tonnage, 
&c.,)  to  a  select  committee     •        -        -283 
a  bill  reported  by  said  Committee,  giving  the 

assent  of  Congress,  read  twice         -        -    336 
progress  reported,  Ac.        -        -        -        -    391 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    446 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    448 
the  act,  as  approved    -        .        -        -        -  1235 
the  President  transmits  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of,  stating  the  cession  to  the 
United  States  of  certain  forts,  dtc,  referred    429 
Southard,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 

tax  the  importation  of  slaves  -        -     348,  362 
in  favor  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Presby- 
terian Congregation  of  Georgetown         -    479 
Spain,  Mr.  Randolph's  history  of  our  differenceff 

with 946 

documents  transmitted  bj  the  President,  re- 
lating to  negotiations  with      •        -        -1166 
Spalding,  Elexius,  allowance  made  to,  for  extra 

services 429 

Spalding,  Thomaa,  petition  of,  contesting  the 

Section  of  Cowlee  Mead,  referred   -        •    268 


Spalding,  Thomas — continued.  ]w 

a  report  thereon  committed  to  Committee  of 

the  Whole     - 293 

the  report  recommitted      -       ...      ,  ^ 
takes  his  seat  as  a  member        -       •      •  3]} 
calls  for  the  reading  of  the  rule  piohilnting    - 
a  member  from  voting  on  a  question  in 
which  he  is  personally  interested       .      .  907 
Spanish  territories,  a  bill  (in  secret  seacion)  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  certain,  read 
twice  and  committed      -       -       .      .  n^g 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     .  1131 
sent  confidentially  to  the  Senate        •      .  1133 
Sparks,  Captain  R.,  a  letter  from,  to  Goremor 

Wilb'ams        - u% 

Speaker,  rules  concerning  the  duty  of  the  -      .  28? 
Standing  rules  and  orders,  a  report  firom  the  com- 
mittee on,  read  and  referred   -      •      .  375 

report  debated 284, 296 

amended  and  concurred  in         -      -      •  387 
the  amendment  to  one  of  the,  aa  adopted  •  300 
Stanton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gregg^a  non-im- 

Xortation  resolution        -       ...  754 
cts,  records,  &c.,  a  comQiittee  initracted 
ta   make    provision    for  prescribing  the 
manner  of  proving,  &.c  -       ...  37; 
a  bill  reported,  read,  twice,  and  eoBiouUed  516 
reported  without  amendment,  and  pottpooei  839 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed     -        -        -       •     •     *  10\( 
State  balances,  information  from  the  Pnaideiit, 
that  New  York  is  the  only  8ute  that  has 
discharged  any  part  of  the,  reported     •  213 
State  Courts,  a  bill  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  judges  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -     •  3S6 
reported  with  amendments        -   <  •     -37) 
the  amendments  agreed  to,  and  bill  fisther 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  leading  390 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •  39S 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameadmente  475 
bill  and  amendment  referred  to  a  apecial 

committee  -  -  -  -  .  •  480 
reported    with    amendments,  which  were 

««K»«dto        - « 

the  act  as  approved    -        -       .      -     •  isk 
Suffrage,  a  bill  ta  remove  the  limitation  ^^ 

right  of,  in  Misaiasippi,  twice  read,       •  ^ 
called  up,  without  action  thereoa   -      •  ^1' 
Supplemental  journal  (being  that  of  the  seact 

proceedings) ^^'' 


Talleyrand,  C.  M.,  letten  from,  to  Gensnl  Am* 


atrong 


imi«o 


TaUmadge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Wfl  saUWiih- 

ing  rules  for  the  Army  -       •       -      •  **' 
on  the  bill  anthoriaing  a  detachment  of  mh 
litia       - •  ^ 

Tennessee,  a  resolution  to  repeal  so  mnch  of  u? 
act  as  appropriates  any  portion  of  the  landi 
couth  of  the  State  of,  to  satisff  claims  de- 
rived  from  Georgia  -  .-•**• 
a  bin  from  the  Senate  to  authorise  the  8tate 
o^  to  issue  grants,  Ac,  twice  read  and  ra- 

fomd .'  ^ 

reported  with  several  amendments,  which 
were  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  .--•»' 
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Tennessee^continaed.  Page, 

seyenl  amendments  made,  which,  with  the 

hill,  were  reported 996 

the  bUl  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -     998 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      -        -        -  101 1 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  regulating  the  grants 
of  land,  &C.,  tenth  of  the  Stale  of,  read, 
and  Mr.  Nelson's  motion  to  reject  debated    906 
which  motion  to  reject  prevailed         -        -    921 
a  bill  presented  in  addition  to  the  act  regu- 
lating grants,  dtc,  twice  read,  and  referred    937 
reported  with  seyeral  amendments,  which 
were  twice  read,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as 
amended  ordered  to  a  third  readixrg         -    995 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    996 
returned  firom  the  Senate  with  amendments  1079 
which  amendments  were  agreed  to     -        -  1064 

the  act,  as  approved 1285 

Tennessee  river,  resolution  to  provide  for  opening 

the  navigation  of,  referred       ...     675 
Territorial  Courts,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of,  in  certain 
cases,  read  twice,  and  committed    -        -    893 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        >*        -        .921 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    932 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to 1027 

the  act  as  approved    .....  1293 
Thomas,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relat- 

•  ing  to  defence  of  ports  and  harbors  -    379 

on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation  resolution      413 
on  the  motion  of  indefinite  postponement 

of  the  resolution  relating  to  Yazoo  claims    488 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the 

rales 830 

remarks  of,  introducing  an  amendment  to 

the  Constitution 894 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate's Yaxoo  bill      915 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  salt   -        -        -        -  1023 
Toppan,  £dward,  and  othon,  bill  ordered  for  re- 

Uefof 297 

bill  'presented,  read  twiee,  and  referred  to  • 

Committee  of  the  Whole        ...    300 
ordered  to  a  third  readuig  •         .        .        •    313 
read  a  thbrd  time,  and  passed      ...    321 
Toulmin,  iudgOt  extract  of  letters  from,  to  ^e 

SecreUiy  of  State  -        -        - 1 186, 1 187 

Trading-houses,  a  bill  to  continue  in  Ibrse  the  act 
establishing,  with  Indian  tribes,  read  twice 

and  committed 343 

a  bill  reported  to  establish,  with  the  Indian 

tribes,  read  twice  and  committed     -        -    497 
reported    with    amendments,   which   were 
agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         903 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    996 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1064 
the  act,  as  approved   ....        -  1287 

Treasury,  annual  report  9f  the  Secretary  of  the  -    272 
another  report,  with  certain  estimates,  4dc.  -    281 
a  resolution  directing  reports  to  be  printed  -    454 
the  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply  to  sundry  reso- 
lutions .......    631 

a  resolution  calling  for  the  names  of  x)ersons 
in  whose  &vor  bills  have  been  drawn  on 
the,  by  our  Minister  in  France,  &c.         -    761 
a  report  in  reply  to  said  resolution      -        •    884 
a  supplementary  report  on  same  subject      -    937 


Page. 

Treaties,  a  Message  from  the  President  transmit- 
ting, with  certain  Indian  tribes         -        -    426 

Tripoli,  sundry  documents  from  the  President  re- 
lating to  the  ex-Bashaw  of     -        -        -    339 

Tunis,  information  communicated  in  relation  to 

our  affairs  with      -        ...        -  1022 

Turner,  Captain,  extracts  of  letters  from,  to  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson       ....  1206,  1207 

Turreau,  General,  letters  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

Stete      .        -        .        -        .        -1217,1218 

U. 

Ulysses,  ship.    (See  Brtck,  William,) 
Union,  Mr.  Macon's  sentiments  on  the  impropri« 
ety  of  ever  alluding  to  the  possibility  of  a 
dissolution  of  this  .....    694 
Union,  ship.     (See.  Hussei/f  Tristram*) 
United  States  debts^  bill  maldng  provision  for  the 

extinguishment  of  the     •        -        -        .    482 
Universi^,  memorial  in  relation  to,  in  Washing- 
ton         301 


Valk,  Jacob  S.,  and  another,  a  deposition  of,  re- 
lating to  Spanish  invasions      -        -        -  1161 
Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.,  opposes  the  Potomac  bridge    417 
y  amum,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  reso- 
lution relating  to  Revolutionary  pensions    267 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign 

coins 298 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  in  honor  of 

General  Eaton        ....     316,319 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia      ....     401,403 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  re- 
lating to  plurality  of  offices     ...    929 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph's  at- 
tack upon  him        -        -        -        - '      -    986 
remarks  of,  in  rejoinder      -        -        -        -    987 
speech  of,  on  the  organization  of  the  militia  1069 
Vermont,  resolutiona  of  the  General  Assembly 
of,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stittttion»  so  as  to  prevent  the  importation 

of  slaves 344 

Very,  Jonathan,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petiticm 

of 892 

VeMeU,  a  resolution  relating  to  the  further  safe- 
guard of        -----        -    906 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  twice 
read  and  committed        ....    988 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -1018 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1028 
Vincennes,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 

the  district  of 518 

Vine,  a  petition  asking  a  grant  or  sale,  on  cer- 
tain conditions  of  land,  for  the  cultivation 
of  the   -        -     ^ 296 

^  W. 

Walpole,  Sir  Robert,  Mr.  Randolph  quotes  a  re- 
mark of         567 

Warlike  Stores,  a  resolution  requesting  the  Pres- 
ident to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House 
an  account  of,  &c,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table 344 

Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  a  petition  of 

the  inhabitants,  praying  for  a  public  road    324 
a  memorial  of  trustees  relating  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  seminary  ....    384 
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WashiDgton,  Buahrod,  and  Lawrence  Lewis,  pe- 
tition of,  as  executors  of  Gvoxos  Wash- 
lareTov,  praying  a  con6rmation  of  title 
to  certain  lands      .....    778 
Ways  and  Means,  members  of  the  Committee  of    255 
Webb,  Josiah  H.,  a  bill  ordered  for  the  relief  of    893 
Weist,  Henry,  report  of  the  Postmaster  General 

on  the  petition  of 531 

Westbury,  William,  affidavit  of,  relating  to  Span- 
ish aggressions 1188 

West  India  Trade,  a  resolution  to  regulate  the, 

referred  -.---.    451 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  election  of,  as  8ergeant-at- 

Arms 256 

allowance  made  to,  for  extra  services  -        -    429 
Wilkinson,  General   James,  extracts  of  letters 

from,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  1202,  1203, 1204 
Wflliams,  Mr.  D.  R.,  argument  of,  lor  postponing 
the  resolution  to  tax  the  importation  of 

slaves 274 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Early's  resolution  rela- 
ting to  defence  of  ports,  &c.  ...    394 
on  the  bill  to  tax  the  importation  of  slaves    439 
speech  ol^  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 

resolution      -.--.-    643 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  rela- 
ting to  Yazoo  lands         ....    915 
remarks  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Navy 

appropriation  biU 998 

on  the  bill  relating  to  plurality  of  offices     -  1005 
on  the  Senate's  adherence  to  their  amend- 
ment of  the  salt  bill       -        -        -        -  1102 
Williams,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for 

defence  of  ports  and  harbors  -  •  379,  387 
speech  o^  on  Mr.  Gregg's  non-importation 

resolution 575 

moves  a  proviso  to  the  biU  on  plurality  of 

offi<^ 1009 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  relating  to  Ogden 

and  Smith 1086 

Williams,  Qoremax  Robert,  letters  from,  to  tiie 

Secretary  of  State  -        -        -  1 187,  1 198 

to  Cfaaries  de  Orandpr^      -        -  1195, 1199 

to  Lieutenant  Wilson        -        -        -        -  1196 
to  Cwtain  Sparks      -        •        -  1197,1901 

to  Judge  Bo&a.ej 1201 

orders  given  by,  to  Colonel  Ellis        •        •  1197 
Wilson,  Willis,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 

and  referred  -..--.    482 
Wilson,  Lieutenant  William,  a  letter  from  to 

Governor  Williams        -        -        -        -  1195 
Witnesses,  a  bill  for  the  payment  of,  in  the  case 

of  impeachment,  read  twice  ...  440 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  same  subject^ 

read  twice  and  committed  ...  454 
a  debate  on  the  bill  .....  490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    944 
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